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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As  to  the  plan  of  this  Work^   or  the  nature  and  arrangement  of  its 
,    Contents^  nothing  needs  now  be  said ;  nor  is  it^  it  is  presumed^  ne- 
cessaiy  to  say  much  respecting  its  execution.    The  reader  needs  take 
but  very  little  trouble  in  comparing  these  Debates  with  any  other  that 
have  been  published  for  the  same  period  j  he  has  only  to  look  at  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  any  one  Day,  particularly  where  Speeches 
of  considerable  length  and  importance  occur,  to  convince  him  of  the 
correctness  of  what  was  stated  in  the  Advertisement  of  the  preceding 
Volume ;  to  wit,  that  this  is  the  only  compilation  at  all  likely  to  be  re^ 
garded  as  an  authentic  Record  of  the  Legislative  Proceedings  of  the 
present  time;     The  Accounts  laid   before  Parliament   are  even  more 
numerous,   and  more  commodiously  arranged  in  this  volume  than  in 
the  preceding  one,  and  the  Editor  feels  confident,  that  this  part  of  the 
Work,  which  Is  without  so  much  as  an  imitation  in  any  other  com- 
pilation of  the  kind,   will   be  found   to  merit  a  continuance  of  that 
high  commendation  which  has  already  been  bestowed  on  it.    It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add,   that  a  Work  which  has,  in  tho  course  of  only  one 
session,  obtained  so  decided  a  superiority  over  every  other,   in  point 
of  sale  as  well  as  of  public  approbation,  will  be  continued  with  that 
activity  and  perseverance  which  a  beginning  so  auspicious  is  calculated 
to  produce. 
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ParliamentaryDebates 

During  the  Second  Session  of  the  Second  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Nineteenth,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-second  Day  of  No- 
vember, 1803,  in  the  Forty-fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
King  GEORGE  the  Third.  '     [Se^?*.  1803/4. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tltursdat^,  April  5,  1804, 

[Minutes.]— Their  Lordships  met  this 
day  pursuant  to  adjournment.— The  Ear) 
ofWestmesiih,  one  of  the  Irish  representa- 
tive peers,  and  lord  Grey  de  Howic>  were 
sworn,  and  took  their  seats. — Mr.  Fowler, 
from  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  pre- 
sented An  Account  of  the  balances  and  ar- 
learsdoe,  from  the  several  collectors  at  the 
ports  in  England,  on  the  5th  Df  January 
last,  as  far  as  the  same  could  be  made  up. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— The  bills  upon 
the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  respec- 
tive stages. — ^The  order  for  committing  the 
Scotch  bank  bill  was  discharged,  and  re- 
newed for  to-morrow.— The  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth reported  his  Majesty's  answer  to  a 
recent  address  of  their  lordships,  respect- 
ing the  production  of  certain  state  papers, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  that  his  Majesty 
would  give  directions  accordingly. 

[Volunteer  Consolidation  Bill.] — 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the 
house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  upon 
this  bilU 

Lord  Gren9i//!eobserTed,tbat  with  respect 
to  a  very  important  subject,  forming  a  part 
of  the  present  bilL  and  which  had  under- 
gone some  discussion  previous  to  the  recess. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  offer  any  observa- 
tions upon  it  in  the  committee,  as  he  pro- 
posed, on  a  future  day,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
upon  the  subject.— Their  lordships  then 
went  into  a  compiittee  upon  the  bill.  Lord 
Walsin^haAi  in  the  cfaair.  The  considera- 
tion of  the  PjreagpJ^te  Ib^iAg  postponed^  the 


committee  proceeded  to  discuss  the  clauses 
and  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Grcnville  proposed  several  amend- 
ments. One  of  these  related  to  the  exemp- 
I  tions|,  and  which,  in  particular,  gave  rise  to 
a  discussion  of  some  length.  The  noble 
lord  observed,  it  shduld  be  clear  and  ex- 
plicit, how  far  the  exemptions,  in  certain 
cases,  were  meant  to  be  extended.  This 
was  by  no  means  the  case,  as  the  bill  then 
stood :  as,  to  qualify  for  these^  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  returns  of  certainattendances 
at  exercise,  &c.  should  be  madeat^three  dis- 
tinct periods  of  the  year ;  the  first  of  those 
was  on  or  before  the  1st  of  Jan.  in  each 
year,  and  the  last  was  on  the  2 1st  of  Sept. 
How  a  return  could  be  made  before  the  1st 
of  Jan.  in  each  year,  was  to  him  inexplica- 
ble, yet  so  It  was  provided  in  the  bill ;  and 
withrespectto  those  volunteers  who  did  not 
attend  the  days  of  exercise,  &c.  until  after 
the  21st  of  Sept.  as  numbers  of  the  working 
people  could  not,  on  account  of  theharvest, 
or  other  necessary  occupation8,great  doubts 
obtained  as  the  law  at  present  stood.  Wjtb 
a  view  to  obviate  these  doubts,  and  to  place 
that  part  of  the  measure  under  some  syste- 
matic regulation,  he  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  e&ct,  that  no  volunteers  included  in 
the  returns  made  between  the  1  st  of  May 
1803,  and  the  1st  of  May  1804,  should  be 
liable  to  any  ballot  which  took  place  before 
thelst  of  Aug.  VH04f. 

Lord  ffaxvkubwy  observed,  that  a  great 
deal  of  what  fell  from  the  nobla-lord  referred 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  not  to  any 
part  which  could  regularly  fall  under  the 
consideration  of  a  committee.  The  ope  ra- 
tion of  the  bill  was  to  be  chiefly  prospective; 
its  object  was  to  repeal  the  existing  acts 
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upon  the  subject^  and  to  provide  a  system 

for  the  future  regulation  of  the  volunteer 

corpn.     He  disapproved  of  the  noble  lord's 

aniendfoent. 

Lord  Harrcwbff  made  some  general  ob* 
servations  upon  what  he  considered  as  the 

total  want  of  sysiero  or  consistency  in  the 
conduct  of  ministers  with  respect  to4he 

'  volunteer  corps^  and  adverted  to  certain 
parts  of  the  bilC  in  illustration  of  his  po* 
si  lions. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  debating  those 
amend  men  ts^  took  an  opportunity  of  con- 
demning a  practice  which  had  pretty  gene* 
rally  prevailed,  not  only  among  their  lord- 
ships, but  in  another  assembly  also,  and 
which  had  even  found  its  way  into  various 
publications ;  he  meant  that  which  went  to 
impute  to  the  negligence  or  incapacity  of 
bill  Majesty's  law  officers,  all  the  confusion 
and  inconsistency  that  was  to  be  found  in 
the  various  acta  of  parliament  that  were 
passed  by  the  legislature  from  time  to  time. 
He  could  assert,  from  experiencoj  that  but 
few  of  those  errors  proceeded  from  them. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  a  bill,  which  was  of- 
ten prepared  with  the  greatest  care,  under- 
went so  many  modifications  in  its  progress 
through  both  the  houses,  and  received  so 
many  amendments  from  what  was  called, 
bow  properly  or  not  be  would  not  take  upon 
himself  to  say,  the  conjunctive  wisdom  of 
parliament,that  it  not  untrequently  became, 
to  a  certain  degree,  inexplicable.  As  little 
did  he  approve  of  the  frequent  remarks  that 
were  made  on  the  opinions  of  bis  Majesty's 

,  law  officers  on  subjects  of  law.  Pid  noble 
lords  consider  that  these  law  officers  (the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General),  were  sworn 
to  igive  their  advice  and  opinion  judicially  to 
bis  Majesty  ?  And,  whenever  they  had  doqe 
so,  he  thought  it  would  have  been  better  if 
the  good  old  practice  had  been  adhered  to, 
»nd  that  the  govt.,  which  acted  upon  such 
advice,  should  have  declared  that  such  was 
their  opinion,  and  not  to  have  thrust  forward 
npon  most  occasions,  the  opinions  of  those 
two  law  officers,  as  if  they  were  not  to  be 
supported  by  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters. Whenever  the  executive  govt,  chose 
to  apply  to  those  officers  for  their  legal  ad- 
vice, it  would  be  proper  in  that  govt.,  if 
fuch  advice  were  approved  of  and  adopted, 
to  promuUate  it  to  the  country  as  their  own 
opinion.  His  lordship  paid  some  handsome 
compliments  to  the  abilityrand  industry  of 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,in  which 
be  was  joined  by  Lords  Grenviile  and  Har- 
rowby,  who  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
Insinuating  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of 
persons  whom  they  highly  respected. 


Lord  Grenviile  proposed  an  amendment, 
tending  to  prevent  any  further  increase  of 
the  volunteer  force,  by  omitting  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  authorizes  his  Majesty  to' 
accept  the  services  of  any  corps  that  in  his 
discretion  he  may  deem  proper.  Hio.  lord- 
shipsupported  his  amendment  by  arguments 
drawn  from  the  actual  number  of  the  vo- 
lunteers, being  no  less  in  Great  Britain  than 
360,000,  and  the  injury  that  any  further 
addition  to  it  must  produce  to  other  parts  of 
our  defence,  and  particularly  to  the  arjny 
and  militia.  His  lordship  was  supported  by 
Earls  Spencer  and  Carnarvon,  Lords  King 
and  Darnley,  and  opposed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Earls  Romney,  Winchelsea, 
Westmorland,  Lords  Hawkesbury,  Hobart> 
Aucicland,  Rous,  and  several  other  noble 
pe^s,  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  preservation  of  a  sys- 
tem, the  admirable  tendency  of  which  was 
generally  admitted,  that  his  Majesty  should 
be  vested  with  a  power  sufficieat  to  counter- 
act the  possible  ill  effects  of  the  principle 
of  resignation ;  and  that,  they  contended, 
could  only  be  effected  by  giving  his  Majesty 
authority  to  accept  of  service  from  new 
corps.  The  amendment  was  rejected  after 
a  long  discussion. 

Lord  Grenviile  next  moved  an  addition  to 
the  same  clause,  by  which  his  Majesty 
should  be  restricted  from  accepting  the  ser- 
vice of  any  greater  number  of  volunteers 
than  what  they  should  amount  to  at  the 
passing  of  this  act*  As  the  house  seen^ed 
to  disapprove  of  fettering  the  discretion  of 
hiA  Majesty  as  to  the  acceptance  of  future 
offers  of  service,  the  noble  lord  thought  that 
the  least  injurious  mode  of  keeping  up  the 
number  would  be  by  filling  up  vacancies  in 
the  old  corps  as  ihey  should  occur,  and  not 
by  accepting  oSers  from  new  corps.  His 
lordship's  amendment  was  rejected. 

When  the  clause  relative  to  the  exemg|- 
tlons  was  read, ,  '  ^       . 

Lord  Grenviile  ciihd  the  attention  of  tKeir 
lordships  to  an  amendment  which  he  had  to 
propose.  Although  he  might  be  induced  to 
agree  to  the  principle  of  granting  exemp- 
tions in  certain  cases,  he  could  not,  by  any 
consideration,  bring  bimself  to  consent  to 
the  extension  of  them  t#the  individuals  of 
corps  which  might  be  enrolled  hereafler. 
The  conduct  of  govt,  in  the  adoption  of  the 
measure,  was  very  contradictory ;  for,after 
all  the  checks  and  difficulties  which  they 
had  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  volunteer  sys- 
tem, afler  attempting  to  Counteract,  by  cir- 
cular letters  and  other  means,  the  increase 
of  the  volunteer  corps,  they  now  came  for- 
ward for  the.  purpose  of  augmeotiog  the 
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nambers,  bjr  carrying  the  exemptions  to  a 
greater  length  thfMi  was  at  first  inteoded,  and 
admitted  by  themselves  to  be  impolitic. 
They  were,  in  reality,  rescinding  their  own 
acts;  .and  the  effect,  he  had  no  doubt,  woald 
ultimately  prove  injurious  to  the  ballot  for 
the  militia  and  the  army  of  reserve.  After 
a  recapitalation  of  several  arguments  which 
be  formerly  used,  his  lordship  concluded 
with  nnoviog  an  amendment  to  the  clause, 
*'  that  the  words,  '  tabe  enrolled  hereafter/ 
be  left  out." 

Lord  Hawkesbury  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  entered  at  some  length  into  the 
nature  and  constitution  of  the  yolunteer 
force,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
had  been  formed.  He  ddehded  the  grant- 
ing of  the  exemptions  firom  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  thing,  that  volunteers  shpuld 
have  them  whose  services  w^re  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  the  militia.  It  was  pro- 
per that  these  exemptions  should  be  con- 
tinued to  any  corps  that  might  hereafter  be 
(armed,  in  order  to  have  them  all  on  the 
fame  footing,  especially  as  it  was  not  at 
|Kresri^  in  contemplation  tP  increase  the 
nombers  of  the  volunteers. 

Lord  H^rrouibjf  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  and  against  the  exemptions. 
He  thought  ministers  reprehensible  for  fluc- 
tuation and  iuoonsistency.  Though  they 
ibnad  the  volunteer  system  in  part  esta- 
blished, yet  (he  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, under  whtch  that  system  was  set  on  foot 
1^  hi«  Majcsiy's  former  confidential  servants, 
were  very  ditrerent  from  the  present.  *Till 
now  invasion  was  never  seriously  expected. 
Though  he  thought  ihe  amendment  right, 
he  acknowledged  he  did  not  see  any  consi^ 
derahle  practicable  consequences,  as  '  it 
seemed  to  be  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 
miniftten  not  'to  extend  the  number  of  vo- 
lunteers. 

Lord  Hobari  supported  the  clause  as  it 
originally  stood^  and  stated  the  motives  of 
bis  conduct  in  writing  the  letter  of  the  20th 
of  June,  or  rather  the  postscript  of  it.  As 
ftr  us  he  could  at  that  time  divine  the  in- 
tention of  himself  and  colleagues,  he 
thought  it  was  likely  the  exemptions  would 
be  deified.  He^  therefore,  conceived  it  would 
be  the  sa^st  mode  to  repress  any  expecta* 
tion  of  that  sort  ii\the  volunteers. 

£arl  Fitxfpiliiam  was  in  favour  of  the 
smoidmeuty  and  thought  the  exemptions 
extremely  injudicious. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  eotettd  into  a  minute 
defence  of  the  clause.  The  que^tion^  he 
taidy  was,  whether.it  was  politic  at  this  roo- 
fieot  to  ^ie«d  the  eseoiptions  to  such  to- 


lunteets  as  might  in  future  be  inrolTed  ?  He 
conceived  it  was ;  and,  therefore,  theraea- 
sure  had  his  support.  In  fact,  the  exemp- 
tions now  contended  for  were,  by  this  very 
act,  lodged  in  the  discretion  of  the  crown. 

Lord  Caernarvon  opposed  the  clause,  and 
thought  that  discretion  of  the  crown  that 
was  10  be  exercised  by  his  Majesty *i  present 
ministers  should  be  carefully  guarded  a- 
gainst.  The  ballot  he  thought  oppressive 
and  unjust. ' 

Lord  King  said,  that  in  the  parallels  drawn 
between  the  volunteers  of  last  war  and  this, 
it^was  always  forgotten,  that  in  the  last  war 
the  exemptions  did  not  apply  till  the  militia 
was  complete.  In  this,  the  volunteer  system 
was  coexistent  with  the  ballot  for  the  mi- 
litia. The  exemptions,  bethought,  injuri« 
rious,  and  supported  the  amendment. 

Lord  Bolton  thought  the  exemptions  origi* 
nally  wrong,  but  as  they  could  not  now  be  • 
taken  away  without  introducing  variation  of 
service  in  the  same  corps,  he  was  against  the 
amendment. 

Lord  JVestmorland  was  decidedly  against 
the  amendment,  thinking  the  exemption 
useful.  He  could  not  conceive  how  the  re- 
cruiting of  the  regular  army  oculd  be  im* 
peded  by  it  s  and  as  to  ballots,  unless  no 
man  was  to  be  found  in  the  parish,  he  did 
not  see  how  the  militia,  or  army  of  reserve^ 
wgre  losers. 

Earl  Spencer  defended  the  amendment, 
and  pointed  out  the  inconsistency  and  im- 
policy of  the  clause.  It  materially  affected 
the  recruiting  the  regular  army,  as  by  nar- 
rowing .the  number  to  which  ballots  for  the 
militia  and  army  of  reserve  applied,  the 
prices  for  substitutes  were  increased,  and  of 
course  the  competition  of  the  recruiting 
parties  for  the  army  was  injured. 

Lord  Auckland  supported  the  original 
clause  on  the  ground  of  its  justice,  consisten- 
cy and  policy. 

Lord  GrenviUe  replied  to  the  arguments 
advanced  against  his  amendments :  as  to  va- 
riation of  service  in  the  same  corps,  nothing 
was  more  common  now.  This  was  evidently 
the  case  with  supernumeraries  of  all  sorts, 
^nd,  with  respect  to  the  exemptions  of  this 
act,  some  tnen  who  served  5  days  had  one 
exemption,  those  who  served  20  another* 
In  short,  these  variations  were  consmon. 
He  refuted  with  great  force  and  happy  ef- 
fect, the  assertion  of  the  noble  l6rd  who 
spoke  last,  and  shewed  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unjust,  inconsistent^  or  impolitic 
than  the  clause  in  question. 

/Lord  Winchelsea  considered  all  the  vofun« 
teers  entitled  to  exemptions,  both  in  point 
of  justice  and  of  gratitude.    Besides  th» 
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time  that  they  gave  up  to  acquire  militaiy 
discipline,  ihc  expense  which  evtrrjr  volun- 
teer incurred  wa«  greatei*  than  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  purchase  the  exemptions, 
by  subscribing  to  indemnify  himself  against 
fecingdrawii  in  ihc  miliiia  or  army  of  reserve. 

Lord  fiomney  supported  the  clause  on  near- 
ly the  same  ground.  He  however  expressed 
an  opinion,  that  a  much  greater  volunteer 
iorce  should  be  raised,  arid  parricularly  in 
the  maritime  counties ;  and  he  thouglit  those 
V^ho  should  in  future  join  weie  equally  eu* 
thled  Kit  exemptions. 

Earl  CamJen  thought,  that  originally  the 
volunlcfr  army  n  jghthave  been  raised  with- 
out granting  th(>se  exemptions  -,  but  since 
they  were  granted  to  the  volunteers  now 
existing,  he  thought  they  should  be  also 
extended  to  those  who  might  in  fotuic  be 
joined  to  them.  He  agreed  with  »hc  poblc 
k>rd  who  spoke  last>  that  there  sliould  be  a 
considerable,  increase  of  volunteer  force  in 
the  maritime  counties.  This  was,  he  said, 
almost  the  unanimous  wish  ot  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  ihc  coimty  of  Kent,  at  a 
public  meeting  which  he  had  attended.— 
7he  house  then  divided  on  the  clause  a^  it 
^^riginally  stood. 

Contents  -     ...    *    41 
Non  comenta      ^    -    -     H 


HOySE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  ^prihQ, 


'^Minutes.]— 'This  day  the  house  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment. — A  message  was 
received  from  uie  secretary  of  state's  office 
for  Ireland,  presenting  An  Account  of  the 
exports  and  import s>  in  pursuance  of  a  pre- 
vioos  order  of  the  hoQse. — A  message  was 
f^eivcd  from  the  Lords,  announcing  their 
concurrence  with  the  innkeeper's  allowance 
bill,  and  several  other  public  and  private 
biKs  that  had  passed,  the  bouse  previously 
to  the  recessi — Mr.  Creevey  moved,  that  the 
order  of  the  day  of  the  l/ih  instant,  for  ta- 
king into  consideration  the  petition  against 
the  undue  election  of  the  county  of  Stirling 
l^e  read,  in  order  to  be  discharged.  The 
order  having  been  read  and  discharged  ac- 
cordingly, the  hoii.  member  then  moved, 
that  the  petition  k>e  taken  into  considtration 
OaTuesday  the  first  pf  May,whichwa8  agreed 
to. — Mr.  Sec,Yorke,in  pursuance  of  a  former 
order  of  the  house,  brought  up  lists  of  such 
miliiia  corps  in  Ire]an4  as  had  volunteered 
their  services  to  Great-Britain,  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  b^  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  members.— Sir  J.  An-  I 
4q:sQn|  in  pursuance  of  a  former  prder  of  I 


the  hoose,  brought  af>  certain  accomits  re-t 
latin g  to  the  armed  shipping  of  the  country^ 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  —  Mr. 
Vansittart  moved  for  the  production  of  the 
accounts  of  the  outstandmg  exchequer 
bils  of  lagt  year,  which  was  accordingly- 
ordered —  Mr.  Corry  brought  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  exiating  laws  for  the  better  regu«i 
lation  of  the  linen  manufactory  in  Ireland, 
which  was  read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  lo^m^rrow. — Mr.  Gorry 
moved  that  the  Irish  flax  seed  bill  be  printed^ 
which  was  accordingly  orcjercd.  —  Lord 
Castlereagb,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  er« 
der  of  the  house  brought  up  a  copy  oft  ho 
correspondence  that  had  taken  plac  lieiweeq 
the  govt,  of  India,  and  the  Kmg  of  Candy, 
in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  present  war, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. —Mr.  Fer^ 
^us  in  pursuance  of  a  former  order,  present-* 
ed  certain  accounts  from  the  JSxcise  Otfice, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — The 
Dublin  police  bill  was  read  a  aecoua  tim^ 
and  ordered  to  be  committed 

[LisKEARo  ELECtioN,] — Mr.  Sheridaft 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  d^y  for  re- 
suming the  adjourned  debate  on  the  election, 
of  Liskeard  be  read,  whicl^  having  beea 
read  accordingly. 

The  Sfxeaker  recalled  the  attention,  of  thd 
house  to  the  situation  of  ihc  debate  on  the 
day  of  its  adjournment.  The  original  nK>- 
tion  was,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  considerrtion  the  petition  of  Mr,  Hus* 
kisson  on  the  9th  instant  hn  read  in  order  to 
be  discharged.— The  question  thert-tore  ha- 
ving been  accordingly  put,  that  the  said  or- 
der be  dischargedt 

Mr.  Burroughs  roue,  and  opposed  the  dis- 
charge of  the  order.  He  animadvertea  par- 
ticularly on  the  inconsistency  of  Mr.  She-* 
ridnns  opposing,  in  the  first  instance,  the  le^ 
gaUty  of  the  returq,  an4  on  the  next  day 
objecting  to  the  legality  of  the  election. 
He  contended,  that  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  did  not  complain  of  a  double  return,^ 
but  of  the  inconveniency  of  being  prevented 
from  taking  bis  seat,  by  means  of  a  schedule 
annexed  to  /he  indenture  of  his  election,^ 
purporting^©  be  a  return,  but  which  in  fact, 
was  nothing*  as  it  had  not  been  legally  sign- 
ed by  the  rei-qriiing  of6cer.  He  laid  the 
more  stress  upon  this,  as  neither  of  the  pe- 
titions denied  the  mayor  |o  be  the  legal  re- 
turning officer.  The  question  to  be  tried 
by  the  comn^ittee  was  quite  competent  ta 
the  house,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  had  given  ufi 
the  double  return,  and  concluded  by  urging, 
that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  for  dis^ 
charging  the  order  in  qdestion. 

:y^  S^ecrftar^  at  War  si^ted^  that  be  bM 
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formerly  moved  the  adjournment,  in  order 
that  members,  as  there  exUtrdsome  difficulty 
in  regard  to  ihe  rules  of  the  house  on  rhe 
subject,  might  have  ti;ne  to  make  up  their 
minds,  and  to  ascertain  the  usual  practice  of 
the  house  in  such  cases.  1  be  hon.  genr. 
who  h«d  just  sat  down,  he  thought,  had  gone 
much  futtherthanhe  ought,  as  the  decision 
of  the  house  on  a  former  day  Jn  referring 
the  question  of  return  to  a  cymRiiitee  had 
conapletely  superceded  every  opinion  in  that 
respect.  But  the  petition  of  Mr.  HusKisson, 
Ik*,  contended,  d'd  complain  of  a. double  re- 
lorn,  or  a  false  rrturn,  which  to  all  intents 
and  pu I  poses  vras  the  samr  thing,  so  far  as 
the  proc^fMngs  of  th^  house  were  concern- 
ed, and  which  equally  reqnir<^d  the  appoint- 
ment ot  a  committee.  He  a: gnt-d  farther, 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  niight  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion 30a' nsi  the  return,  and  support,  not- 
witb^ianiiin^.  the  rights  of  his  ehction.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  adverted  minutely  to  every 
obi^crion  that  could  be  started,  and  coh-r 
eluded  by  warmly  supporting  the  motion. 

Mr  Hfndersen  could  not  be  convinced, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said,  that 
the  return  \\\  question  was  a  double  return  ; 
X^t  a  single  allegation  even  in  Mr.  Sheridan's 
pefition  w«fnt  to  make  a  double  return  of 
such  a  nature  as  required  tb^  interference  of 
fbe  Grenville  act.  He  argued  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  sherifTwas  highly  culpable,  and 
adduced  several  cases,  to  shew  that  the  house 
ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  presence  of 
members,  either  from  caprice  m  the  electors, 
or  obstinacy  in  a  disappointed  candidate. 
He  argued  ihat  no  return  was  goOd,  unless 
signed  by  the  reluming  officer*;  but  the 
return  in  question  was  not  only  not  signed, 
but  was  positively  refused  to  be  signed  by  the 
nMiyor,  who  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be 
the  returning  officer. 

Mr.  Sluridan^  at  some  length,  repelled 
the  various  objections  that  had  been  offered. 
He  maintained  that  Mr.  Huskisson's  petition 
did  complain  of  a  double  return,  and  turned 
over  to  the  words  which  he  apprehended 
must  admit  of  that  construction.  At  any 
rate  the  douhle  return  had  been  already  re- 
cognized by  the  house,  in  as  much  as  they 
had  sent  it  to  a  committee.  So  far  was  the 
conduct  of  the  sheriff  to  be  condemned, 
that  measures  were  now  taking  against  the 
inayor«  on  account  of  his  obstinacy,  in  re- 
fusing to  sign  the  return  in  question.  The 
double  return,  however, was  not  the  shape  in 
which  they  wished  the  business  to  go  to  the 
committee.  They  wished  the  right  only  to 
be  considered  certain,  that  in  that  respect 
tbey  most  have  a  very  decided  superiority. 
^i'.  IF^  Dundas    oppo9^  the   motion 


from  the  inconveniency  of  keeping  the 
house  empty  by  such  measures,  and  defeat- 
ing the  legal  representation  of  the  country* 
He  would  appeal  to  both  parties  if  the 
schedule  in  question  was  not  a  paper  which 
they  could  both  wish  had  never  existed  | 
but  as  he  already  perceived  the  inclinations 
of  the  house,  he  was  unwilling  to  trespass 
on  their  time. — The  question  was  then  put 
and  carried,  that  the  order  should  be  dis- 
charged. And  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  She- 
ridan, that  the  said  petition  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  3d  of  May  next,  the 
day  appointed  for  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Sheridan's  petition. 

Mr.  Burroughs  then  moved,  according  to 
a  standing  order  of  the  house,  that  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Hoskisson  be  heard  first,  as 
they  were  now  both  fixed  for  the  samp  day. 

The  Speaker  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
hon.  gent,  that  the  standing  order  of  the 
house,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  applied  only 
to  the  conduct  of  comnuttees  in  regard  tti 
the  priority  in  question. 

Mr.  Samers  Cox  moved,  that  the  order  for 
the  consideration  of  the  right  be  now  read, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  postponed  to  the 
same  day  fixed  for  the  petitions.  His  rea- 
son was,  that  the  parties  that  would  be  in 
consequence  of  this  business  brought  up  to 
London,  might  not  be  detained  longer  than 
was  absolutely  necessary^ 

The  Secretary  at  War  observed,  that,  if  the 
question  of  right  was  once  ascertained,  the 
other  two  questions  would  follow  of  course, 
and  would  therefore  save  the  trouble  of  any 
farther  attendance  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  think,  that  any  wit- 
nesses that  might  be  brought  up  would  re- 
fuse their  farther  attendance. 

Mr  Cox  then  stated  that,  on  account  of 
the  thinness  of  the  house,  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  would  again  bring  it  forward  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Sheridan  presented  another  petition 
respecting  the  Liskeard  election,  which  waa 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  with 
the  others,  formerly  presented,  on  the  3d  of 
May  next. 


^OUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Friday^  Afril  6.  • 

[MfNUTEs.]  —  The  comittee  up«n  Ihe 
Irish  priests  and  deacon's  bill,  which  stood 
for  this  day,  was,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  postponed  till  Thurs- 
day.— On  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  cer- 
tain accounts  respecting  the  capital,  '&c.  of 
the  Scotch  bank  were  ordered  to  be  laid  be- 
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lore  %ht  honsf^i  thesis  were  moved  for, 
Ills  lordship  observed,  from  no  inclination  on 
Iiis  pjirt  ^to  oppose  the  measure,  but  from 
the  accounts  moved  for  being  necessary,  he 
vnderstpod,  for  the  due  illustration  of  the 
subject. — ^Tbe  bankers'  bill,  and  the  Irish 
militia  families  provision  bill,  were  brought 
up  by  Mr.  Alexander  from  the  commons. — 
Three  private  bills  were  brought  up  by  Mr. 
puncombe  and  other  gentlemen ;  these  were 
te vera)iy  read  4  first  time, — On  the  motion 
of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  all  the  lords  pre- 
sent during  this  session  were  ordered  to  be 
fiiembers  of  (be  committee  on  the  St.  Pan- 
rras  poor  bill. 

[Vqi.untpbrCon80|.idation  B11.L.]— 
The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  this  biU>  and  the  clause  being  read, 
which  provide^  that  volunteers  shall  be 
*'  exempt  froni  serving  in  any  additional 
force,  raised,  cm:  to  be  raised,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  realm.  «nder  any  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament,'* 

Earl  Spiwfr  moved  to  add  the  words,  ^*  or 
la  an  act  that'may  be  passed  in  the  present, 
or  any  subsequept  session  of  parliament." 
He  observed,  that  by  an  act  of  the  43d  of 
the  King,  exemptions  were  given  to  the  vo- 
lunteers from  any  force  to  be  raised  by  vir- 
tue of  any  future  act  of  parliament ;  that 
•act  would  be  repealed  by  this,  and  the  vo- 
lunteers would  have  no  other  exemption 
than  that  which^was  provided  for  by  this  bill, 
which  would  be  only  from  such  additional 
force  as  might  be  raised  under  the  acts  of 
future  session.  Any  additional  force  that 
might  be  raised  under  future  acts,  they 
would  not  be  exempt.from.  This  was  nar- 
rowing the  exemptions  to  which  the  faith 
of  parliament  was  pledged.  In  raising  a 
c6rp9  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  he  had 
stated  to  the  persons  whom  he  invited  to  be- 
come members  of  it,  a$  it  was  his  duty  to 
do,  the  exemptions  of  the  act  of  the  43d  of 
the  King,  as  part  of  their  compensation 
for  their  services.  If  his  amendment 
should  be  rejected,  what  would  it  be  his 
duty  now  to  do  ?  To  tell  those  very  per- 
sons, that  he  had  believed  parliament  would 
have  kept  its  faith  with  them,  but  it  had 
not.  The  time  at  which  govt,  propose  to 
take  away  the  volunteers'  exemptions  from 
service  in  any  additional  force  to  be  raised 
by  future  acts  of  parliament,  made  this 
breach  of  good  faith  more  striking,  since 
-they  have  declared  their  intention  of  ballot- 
ting  for  men,  to  form  a  body,  to  supply  the 
troops  of  the  line  with  recruits;  and  this  is 
proposed  as  a  permanent  system  for  a  i^ew 
kind  oiarmy  of  reserve. 

The  Lord  Cbancelhr  ol^ectcd  to  t^e  a- 


mendment,  becatise  it  went  to  contintie  « 
practice,  become  too  frequent  of  late  years 
of  binding  future  parliaments.  The  power 
of  parliament  could  not  be  bound,  as,  atalji 
future  times,  it  must  be  leA  to  its  discre* 
tion  ;  and  the  honour  of  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  bound,  without  strong  necess(ity. 
Jn  the  present  case,  he  saw  no  reason  for 
such  pledge,  because  he  conceived  the  con- 
struction of  the  clause,  as  it  now  stands, 
would  exempt  volunteers  from  any  uddition** 
al  force,  raised  under  anv  newact^  unless 
such  act  should  specifically  take  away  that 
exemption.  The  only  proper  way  in  which 
parliament  could  bind  itself,  would  be  by 
declaring  the  exemption  when  such  new  act 
come  to  be  passed. 

Lord  Grenmlle  did  not  deny  the  power  of 
parliament  to  recall  its  pledge,  although  he 
was  not  pneof  those  who  used  the  foolish, 
and  he  had  almost  said  impious,  phrase  of 
the  omnipotence  of  parliament.  But  this 
(:ould  only  be,  in  some  such  case,  as  it  would 
be  difficult  to  suppose  or  argue  so  generally. 
And  that  parliament  might  wisely  bind  itself, 
in  the  way  he  had  already  limited,  was  plaia 
in  the  case  of  the  laws  which  secure  the 
public  creditor.  He  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  introduce  the  question  of  p^rliam^nt  not 
keeping  its  faith,  as  it  might  be  supposed  to 
express  something  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  speaker.  The  only  point  here  was»^ 
whether  the  promise  was  one  to  which  par-* 
liament  would  continue  to  pledge  its  faith  } 
And  he  would  confess,  he  could  scarcely  con« 
ceive  any  one  which  so  imperious  demanded 
such  explicit  declaration  and  pledge.  *  The 
vote  of  parliament  was  a  record  (o  which  the 
public  creditor  could  resort  in  the  case  of 
money ;  and,  in  the  present  instance,  U 
would  be  a  record  of  the  same  nature  to  the 
volunteer.  If  the  amendment  should  be  re- 
jected, the  record  which  is  the  pledge  to 
the  volunteer,  would  be  withdrawn,  and 
every  man  of  plain  understanding  would 
conclude  that  parliament  does  not  intend  ta 
continue  those  exemptions  it  had  promised 
by  the  former  act.  The  clause,  as  it  now 
stands,  alters  the  extent  of  the  exemptions, 
the  persons  to  whom  exemptions  are  given, 
and  the  conditions  on  which  they  are 
given. 

The  Earl  of  C/mrn^rvofi  said,  if  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  the  good  faith  of  parlia- 
ment would  now  be  actually  brekeo  ;  and 
it  would  be  impossible  longer  for  any  man/ 
to  place  any  confidence  in  parliament.  II 
was  not  for  the  house  to  say,  parliament  will 
keep  its  ^ith  with  the  volunteers,  when  anf 
additional  force  comes  to  be  raised  undef^ 
future  acts.  No  !  the  fiaith  o/f  parliament  ^aa 
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to  be  kept  now,  by  conlinukig  the  exemp- 
tions of  the  forraer  act  ;  or  broken  now,  by 
passing  the  present  clause. 

The  Lord  Cbdncellor  said,  he  had  con- 
tended for  the  only  way  in  x*rhich  the  faiih 
of  parharaent  could  be  preserved.  His  lord- 
ship then  repeated  hii  former  arguments. 

Earl  Spencer  rose  to  say,  how  impossible 
it  was  for  him  tb  express  his  surprise  at  the 
argument  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord.    He 
had  never  heard  any  thing  which  did  so  much 
surprise  him.     He  considered  it  as  a  subter- 
fuge, to  take  away  the  volunteer's  exemp- 
tions, by  legal  distinctions  and  subtleties^   If 
theclause  passed,  he  should  look  upon  him- 
self as  having  been  tricked  into  kidnapping 
men   by  false  offers.     His  personal   pledge 
would  be  destroyed,  and  the  f.iith  of  parlia- 
ment violated.      He    saw  their    lordships 
thoQght  him  warm.     But  so  highly,  did  he 
prize   the  honour  of  parliament,  he  would 
rather  see  his  own  personal  honour  tarnished 
than  that  of  parliament,  and  he  hoped  every 
one  who  heard  him  would  know  how  valu- 
able his  honour  was  to  him.     It  might  be 
said  the  volunteers  may  resign,  if  they  are 
now  dissatisfied  with   the  exemptions.     It 
ought  never  to  be  so  put.    He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  they  would  resign.     He  knew 
too  well  their  zeal  and  courage.     But  surely 
this  was  not  a  reason  for  depriving  them  of 
any  benefits  that  had  been  promised  them. 

The  luord  Chancellor  said,  the  noble^  carl 
had  argued  as  if  he  had  advised  parliament 
to  trick  the  volunteers  of  their  exemptions, 
by  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  legal  subter- 
fuge and  subtleties.  He  would  inform  the 
noble  earl,  that  he  had  as  high  a  regard  to 
the  honour  of  parliament  and  to  his  own  ho- 
nour, as  the  noble  earl  5  and  he  meant  by 
that  to  express  his'  feelings  of  the  injustice 
done  him,  since  he  could  not  wish  for  a 
higher  character,  as  a  public  man,  nor  a 
higher  character  as  a  private  man,  than  that 
of  his  lordship.  He  begged  leave  to  restate 
his  argument,  if  he  might  presume  10  call  it 
such.  His  lordship  then  repeated  his  former 
-  argument. 

Lord  Ellenborough  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment on  the  sameprinciple  as  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  lamented  the 
warmth  which  had  entered  into  the  debate. 
He  was  st>rry  to  see  nobie  lords  agitated  in 
the  manner  the  bouse  had  witnessed.  He 
wished  his  noble  friends  to  consider  this 
amendment  candidly  ;  and  he  confessed,  he 
taw  it  as  a  reasonable  and  just  demand  of  the 
noble  earl  in  behalf  of  the  volunteers.— A. 
long  conversation  followM  this ;  afterwhich, 
ifiic  Lord  Chancr  he 


amendment  was  adopted,  all  the  Volunteers 
Who  might  be  hereafter  raised,  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  exemptions  from  any  additional  ' 
force  to  be  raised  under  future  ^cts,  as  well 
as  those  to  whom  the  promise  of  parliament 
had  been  made,  which  wertt  beyond  the' 
scope  of  the  noble  earPs  argument.  Hci, 
therefore,  recomnlended  the  noble  earl  to» 
withdraw  this  amendment  j  and  suffering 
the  clause  to  pass,  to  move  an  amendment 
afterwards,  specifically  to  give  the  volun- 
teers, now  in  existence,  the  exemption  con- 
tended for. 

Earl  Spencer  said.  govt,  had  chosen  to  cbn- 
teild,  and  the  house  had  resolved,  that  all 
the  volunteers  that  might  hereafter  be  raised, 
should  be  entitled  to  the  same  exemptions  as 
those  now  existing.  He  had  not  introduced 
that  question  to  be  re-argued.  He  was, 
therefore,  bound  to  take  that  as  he  found  ic 
by  the  decision  last  night,  and  to  make  the 
amendment  generally.—  The  house  divided 
on  the  amendment. 

Contents      -     -     -     14 
Non-contents   -    -     34 

Majority      •    -     -.20 
Lord  Grenville  said,  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proposing  another  amendment,  which 
both  justice  and  policy  required.     By  the  re- 
turns on  the  table,  the  wole  number  of  vo- 
lunteers amounted  to  36o  or  380,000,     A- 
mong  these  th^  same  returns  specified  about 
4  or  5,000,  who  originally  tendered   ihei? 
services  generally,  unclogged  by  any  coi^i-» 
tion  of  exemption  whatever.    Tnough  averse 
for  the  reasons  stAted  last  night  to.  the  princi- 
ple of  exemption,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  he  could  think  its  extension  to  so  incon- 
siderable a  portion  of  the  volunteers  would 
be  of  any  material  'consequence,  much  less 
could   those  noble  lords  who  seemed,  last;, 
night,  to  think  so  little  of  the  number  of  vo- 
lunteers, when  those    who,  on  account  of 
age  and  families,  were  exempted,  were  de* 
ducted,  would  remain  subject  to  the  ballots 
for  the  array  of  reserve  and  militia.     It  was 
true,  he  did  not  confide  implicitly  in  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  returns  as,  to  either  class,  but 
still  the  number  of  volunteers,  of  the  descrip- 
tion to  which  he  now  referred,  wa-i  knowu 
to  be  very  inconsiderable.  Such  as  they  were, 
in  point  of  numbers,  it  was,  however,  ob- 
vious, that  in  point  of  zeal  and  spirit,  they 
stood  distinguished  higlily  to  their   advan- 
tage.    Govt.,  however,  wholly  unmindful  of 
this  circumstance^  proceeded  in  their  coo- 
duct  towards  this  meritorious  class  of  volun- 
teers with  a  kind  of  JcA'ish  rigidity.     Such 
was  the  letter  of  their  agreement,  and  they 
must  fulfil  it.     When  the  number  of  th  -o 
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cxecnptions  wa»  oonsickred,  thegreatcstenc- 
iDjtothe  principle  of  exemption  might  re- 
lax something  to  such  prompt  and  confiding 
loyalty  as  these  volunterrs  had  shewn  But, 
it  was  wonderful  how  govt.,  which  had  so 
warmly  contended  for  exemptions  to  the 
whole  class  of  volunteers  now  inexisience, 
and  yet  to  come,  could  so  far  set  all  consis- 
tency at  defiance,  as  to  introduce  a  proviso 
tor  the  express , purpose  of  taking  it  away 
from  them.  Before  this  class  of  volunirers 
were  lied  down  to  the  strict  letter  of  their 
offer,  let  it  be  considered  under  what  circum- 
atance^  it  was  made.  The  circular  L-tter  of 
the  lioble  Sec.  of  State  on  the  20th  ot  June, 
held  out. to  the  public  the  opinion  and  in- 
tention of  govt,  relative  to  exemptions  ;  it 
Was  a  kind  of  public  dcclarjt'on  that  thfy 
ought  not  to  be  allowed.  The  noble  and 
learned  Jord  (the  Chancellor)  had  said,  that 
the  bill,  allowing  those  exenipiions,  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  due  form.  It  might 
%Oy  but  let  it  be  recollected  that  thrse  stages 
did  not  commence  till  the  9th  of  Aug.  ;  and 
that  in  the  course  of  that  d  ly  and  the  two 
following  the  bill  passed.  Now,  from  the 
20lhofJunetothe9ihof  Aug.  all  that  was 
known  to  the  public  was.  that  govt,  thought 
no  exemptions  should  be  allowed.  What, 
therefore,  was  more  natural,  than  that  this 
very  expression  of  opinion,  might  call  forth 
the  very  terms  of  offer,  which,  now  that 
govt,  had  changed  its  own  opinion,  it  un- 
graciously attempted  to  pcrpemnte  on  those 
who,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  been  induced 
nobly  to  step  forward  and  make  a  tender  of 
their  services,  on  terras  less  favourable  than 
what  they  might  have  obtained?  These 
were. the  sentiraeuts  which  a  fair  and  liberal 
construction  of  these  terms  of  offer  would 
auggesti  but  take  them  in  the  strictest  letter, 
even  there  his  lordship  contended  they  were 
and  should  be  exempt.  Though  govt,  them- 
selves  brought  in  the  clause  that,  agamst  the 
general  tenor  of  the  bill  and  their  own  pub- 
lic opinions,  introduced  the  exemptions, 
they  were  so  little  conversant  in  its  meaning, 
tliat  they  could  not  comprehend  its  effect, 
till  tliey  had  consulted  the  law  officers  of  Uie 
crowo.  He  was  sorry  to  advert  to  the  opi- 
nions given  on  ihnt  occasion,  but  inust  ob- 
serve, that  though  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
Generals  declared  they  thought  the  descrip- 
lion  of  volunteers,  now  alluded  to,  could  not 
withdraw  their  ternrts  of  offer,  though  tlic 
opidion  of  govt,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act 
were  altered,  they  had  yet  not  thought  pro- 
per  to  assign  any  reason  for  thatopmion, 
and,  by  what  they  subsequently  said,  it  rather 
appeared  that/ they  were  not  very  corifiaent 
in  ft ;  for,  in  pointing  out  the  remedy  for  the  | 


case  of  this  description,  of  claiming  exenfp<» 
tion,  their  revision  and  advice  is  altogether  of 
a  political  nature,  and  does  not  at  all  partake 
of  that  pr»  cise  and  technical  character  which 
legal   redress    would  have  done.     It  com- 
niands  the  comtnaiulers  of  corps  not  to  make 
the  returns  they  would  otherwise   be  bound 
to  mpke.     Possessing    personal    respect  for 
those  two  gentlemen,  the. Attorney  and  So*      i 
licilor  General,  his  lordship  yet  was  obliged 
to    differ  in  opinion  with  them,  as   to  the      1 
strict  and  legal   construction  of  the  act,  the 
terras  of  which  clearly,  to  his  apprehension, 
did  convey   to   this  class  of  volunteers  the      -^ 
right  of  exemption    belonging    to   others.      , 
Were  it  even  otherwise,  ihe  honour  and  con-      j 
sistency    of   parliament    .should     interpose,      ; 
These  men,  under  a  mistaken  notion  of  the      j 
sentiments  of  govt,  had   generously  come     ^.j 
forward,  and  unless  it  was  corrected,  might     ,;; 
be  said   10 .  be  tnlrapped   into  offers   they     jj, 
would  not  otherwise  have  thought  of  mak-     --j 
ing.     For  these  rea«^ons  his  lordship  moved    ^^ 
an  amendment  to  the  proviso,   leaving   out    ,jjj 
thci  exception  which  it  contained  to  volun-     .^ 
tcersof  this  description.        .  '  .^ 

'  Lord  Hobart  said,  the  noble  lord  supported 
every  proposition  he  made  with  such  abi  ity,  ;, 
that  it  was  a  task  of  no  inconsiderable  diffi-  . 
culty  to  Vise  in  opposition  to  his  arguments*  2\ 
He  thought,  howtver,  the  noble  lord  seemed  ^° 
bent  on  objecting  to  every  part  of  the  bill,  ^ 
whether  for  or  against  exemptions.  As  the  ^  . 
matlfer  now  stood,  it  rested  in  the  discretion  J 
of  the  crown  to  continue  or  not  those  non-  jj 
exemptions.  Notwithstanding  the  legal  opi-  ^ 
nions  given,  it  was  clear,  from  what  even  ?"' 
his  lordship  said,  that  doubts  prevailed  on  ^^\ 
the  point,  and  if  so,  it  was  certainly  a  fit  '^^ 
subjccj.  for  the  decision  of  parliament ,  which>  ^ 
by  this  proviso,  left  an  adequate  discretion  in  ^  ^ 
his  Majesty,  while  it  adhered  to  the  terms  of  v^ 
the  original  offers.  He  there'lore  should  ^^ 
vote  against  the  amendment.  ?^ 

Toe  Earl  of  Romney  said,  the  language  ^U 
used  by  the  noble  secretary,  was  not  very  ''^ttr 
parliamentary  The  motives  alluded  to  wtre  'Upp 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  noble  lords.  Hd  should  '%\ 
exercise  his  own  judgment  j  and,  he  con-  '^tl 
fcssed,  he  approved  of  the  amendment.  He  ^  ^ 
thought  all  the  volunteers  ought  to  enjoy  the  '»ifjjt 
same  exemptions,  and  certainly  th^se  ought  %^ 
not  to  be  excepted,  who  were  most  mcrito-  *8dj| 
rious.     '  >  ^^^ 

Lord  HawJieshury  iho^y%\\t  \\m  should  be^-ifaej 
left  to  the  discretion  of  his  Majesty  s  govern*  \^ 
ment.  '■%( 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  supported  the  \^^ 
amendment.  .       "so, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  opposed  it,  and  in-  ii^^^^ 
sisted  that  the  clause  contained  no  gwatec  ^^ 
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wefi  tbab  ought  to  be  entnisted  to  hi%  M«« 
ty  at  such  a  moroeotous  criaia  aa  the  pre- 
31.— A  dtvision  then  took  pl^ce  on  the 
leodaent. 

Contenta  •  14 

Non-contents      •        34 
Majority  -        *     — 20 

Lord  Grenville  said^  that  after  what  had 
leo  from  the  noble  lord,  he  could  have  no 
ibt  bat  the  words  were  sufficient  to  satisfy 
enlif^htenf  d  minds  of  judges  of  the  au- 
tme  courts  of  l-aw,  but  as  they  might  come 
k  the  consideration  of  (hose  who  had  not 
!  advantages  of  such  superior  understand- 
s  nor  such  extensive  legal  study,  he 
lid  wish  the  words  '*  shall  be^  should  be 
niited,  in  order  to  take  away  any  doubts 
t  might  arise  in  the  minds  of  deputy 
itenants,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  others, 
M)did  not  poaaess  the  advantagea  of  the 
)le  and  learned  lord,  and  of  other  judges 
the  land.  As  to  the  noble  lord's  objection 
tiis  being  strenuous  for  a  nicety  and  dis- 
oQinaiion  in  the  wording  of  an  act  of  par<^ 
mi,  it  waa  the  first  time  he  ever  heard 
its  being  made.  The  general  complaint 
&H judges,  and  othera  who  had  to  judge  of 
%  bid  been,  as  far  as  he  recollected,  the 
cct  contrary,  and  they  had  too  generally, 
I  loo  truly  been  taxed  with  the  vague, 
(e,  and  uncertain  tnanner  in  which  they 
reworded.  He  condemned  the  bill  in  - 
■  in  his  opinion,  every  clause,  sentence, 
',  and  word,  required  aooendment.  He 
not  wonder  at  it,  when  he  considered 
oniforro  and  unremitting  inconsistency 
is  Majesty's  present  ministers,  and  when 
^fleeted  on  their  known  incapacity  for 
tations  they  now  filled,  from  thai  want 
'oofidence  he  must  naturally  have  in 
J  thing  they  proposed,  he  could  not  but 
itremely  cautious  how  he  ventured  to 
any  extraordinary  powers  in  their  hands. 
*rd  Hohart  said,  his  Majesty's  ministers 
loot  but  seriously  lament  the  loss  of  the 
!  lord's  support ;  and  having  sustained 
at  a  loss,  he  did  not  wonder  to  hear 
Biapprove  their  measures,  and  roundly 

tthem  with  inconsistency.  With 
e  lord's  aupport,  it  aeemed  ministers 
H  lost  his  confidence.  This,  too.  was 
Fhim  any  great  matter  of  aurprise^ 
'Way  of  consolation,  his  Majesty*s  mi- 
rhad  the  supreme  satisfaction  to  re* 
lat  they  still  possessed  the  confidence 
(  and  the  other  house  of  parliament, 
i  believed,  of  a  very  great  majority  of 
»lic  also ;  and  while  tiiey  had  that, 
i  a  right  to  bring  forward  such  mea* 
they  deemed  necessary  for  the  de«' 
f  tfie  country,  however  those  mea- 
light  be  disapproved  by  the  noble 


lord.    As  the  aiAendment  did  not  seem  to 
him  to  be  at  ail  necessary,  he  ishouid  resist  tt» 

Lord  King  said,  that  no  pf  rfton  really  hoa« 
tile  to  the  government  would  wish  to  nar- 
row their  discretion  relative  to  the  volun* 
teera.  What  discretion  they  had  exercised 
they  had  so  abused,  that  the  greater  the  en- 
mity'to  them  the  more  that  discretion  would 
be  extended.  The  noble  sec.  of  state  had 
boasted  of  ministers  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  the  house;  perhaps  that  waa  an  enjoy- 
ment that  would  not  be  of  long  continuance. 
A«  to  the  confidence  of  the  puWic,  he 
thought  they  did  not  possess  any  great  share 
of  it,  for  he  really  believed  that  the  new« 
of  a  splendid  victory,  or  e\en  what  was  aiill 
more  desirable,  the  certainty  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  being  signed,  would  not  inspire  th^ 
people  with  so  much  real  joy  aa  an- assurance 
of  the  present  ministers  being  dismfesed. 

Lord  Haivkesbwy  defended  .  ministers 
again«|  the  charge  of  inconsistency;  He  had 
acted  during  the  last  war  with  the  noble  lord 
who  made  it,  and  with  the  then  ministry, 
the  greater  part  of  whose  conduct  he  h\^\y 
approved,  and  they  were  charged  with'  many 
acta  of  inconsistency ;  the  reason  of  which 
was,  that  war  produced  new  events,  and 
new  events  new  measures.  The  same  was 
the  case  in  the  present  war.  Measurea  un* 
looked  for,  and  untried  before,  were  obliged 
to  be  resorted  to,  and  when  tried,  were 
obliged  to  be  changed.  The  argument,  how^ 
ever,  urged  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the  King'a 
ministers  had  lost  the  public  confidence,  was 
neither  just  nor  constitutional.  They  were 
the  organs  of  the  crown,  and  were  therefore 
entitled  to  confidence  in  all  measures  which 
were  pressing  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
If  the  house  disapproved  those  measures, 
they  should  send  an  address  to  the  throne  for 
the  dismissal  of  ministers,  and  not  endeavour 
to  take  away  that  confidence  which  was  so 
necessary  to  their  well  doing,  by  broad  asser- 
tions that  they  had  lo^t  it.  A  noble  dtifce 
had  said,  that  ministers  hail  before  the  re- 
cess promised  to  bring  forward  a  complete 
system  on  the  subject  of  the  volunteers.  For 
his  own  part,  he  never  heard  of  any  suoh 
promise ;  all  that  had  been  promised  was, 
that  they  thought  it  necessary  some  further 
provisions  should  be  made  to  what  had  been 
tlien  done.  As  to  the  amendment,  he  thought 
it  unnecessary,  and  should  resist  if. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  said,  what  he  had 
stated  was,  tliat  ministers  liad,  before  the 
recess,  promised  to  bring  forward  a  system 
on  tlie  volunteers,  and  they  had  only  brought 
in  a  bill,  which  was  a  blank,  and  which  hkd 
been  tnade  up  by  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, suggested  by  ingenious  and  well 
meaning  members  of  another  assembly,  wha 
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had  kiti^y  endeaToored  to  take  it  eat  of  iti 
ArigiDal  chaos  and  confusioo,  aod  to  pot  it 
into  some  thapo  and  form^  applicable  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  pro^Msed  to  be  first 
intended.  Hence  arose  iu  almost  ionumera- 
ble  defects.  He  could  ?ot  but  coodemn  the 
bill,  and  most  oppose  it  in  almost  everf  part; 
}>ut»  in  so  doing,  it  i^ras  by  no  means  his  in- 
tentiop  to  embarrass  his  majesty's  ministers  $ 
pn  the  contrary^  he  would  endearour  to  as- 
atst  them,  by  giving  them  iaformation  of  all 
those  parts  he  thought  exceptionable,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  give  them  consideration, 
«nd  be  prepared  to  alter  or  amend  them  as 
ihey  might  think  was  best. 

Lord  King  said,  he  had  drawn  from  both 
ihe  first  and  second  sec.  of  state,  a  warm 
boast  of  their  enjoyment  of  the  public  confi- 
dence, but  fa^  still  ipontinued  of  opinion  that 
^11  the  confidence  they  possessed,  was  in 
idieir  own  confidept  statements. 

The  Earl  of  Cfiemarvpn  saidv  be  was  sur- 
{Nrised  at  the  language  qsed  by  the  noblo  sec. 
pf  state  (Hawkesbury),  that  it  wasuncpn- 

(titutional  to  say  in  that  hou^e,  that  ministers 
lad  lost  xht:  public  confidence.  He  con- 
tended that  it.  was,  on  the  contrary,  strictly 
IBOostituticttial ;  and,  so  far  was  it  fi^om  h^ng 
finjust,  that  he  pertectly  coincided  in  opinion 
with  the  noble  lord  (King)  near  him,  by 
trhom  it  liad  been  advanced. 

The  Lord  ChancelUr  defended  what  had 
f>c('n  said  by  his  noble  friend  (lord  Hawkes- 
bury). He  did  not  deny  that  it  was  constitu- 
tional to  say  ministers  h»d  lost  ^he  public  con- 
fidence; but  it  was  only  fair  that  any  nobte 
lord  who  made  the  assertion  should  mention 
the  grovjnfis  pn  which  he  m^de  it,  and  follow 
it  up  with  ai>  address  to  his  Majesty  todisnpss 
aucb  ministers.  Amidst  all  this  talk  ^oet 
cpnfidehce,  however,  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
aite  should  take  into  their  consideration,  that 
auppose  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  should 
be  removed,  they  rnigbt,  perhaps,  be  suc- 
ceeded by  those  whp  woul.d  really  possess  r^o 
^ore  of  tl^e  con^dence  of  those  npblc  lords 
than  t^e  present  ministers  did.  Hs  lordship 
conjured  Ihcir  lordships  either  to  give  them  a 
continuation  of  their  confidei^cc  pr  to  move 
ibr  their  dismissal* 

Lord  Grenville  defended  the  right  nfhtch 
every  individual  had  of  opposing  the  en- 
trusting of  discretionary  powers  (o  ministers 
In  whom  he  cot|ld  place  no  confidence.  He 
insisted  that  it  was  the  Uniy  of  evtry  one 
tvho  held  sucbi  an  opinipn,  to  reifose  to  mi- 
pisters  ^hose  snpplics  without  which  the 
executive  govt,  could  not  be  carried  on. 
This  war  the  check  imposed  upon  the  crown 
by  the  constitution.  He  agreed  in  the  good 
indentions  of  mmiiteii.     He  never  meant 


toafey  pf  them>  or  of  any  individuda  in  the 
kingdom,  tliat  they  were  not  eager  to  pro- 
mote the  public  welfare  as  fiu:  as  lay  in  their 
power.  But  he  did  say,  that  their  minds 
were  not  equal  to  the  duties  of  their  statioa 
at  the  present  crisis,  and  the  want  of  confi- 
dence in  them  wa«  rapidly  increasing. 

The  Earl  of  lAmeti^  compared  the  con- 
duct of  the  opposition  to  the  Kings  cC 
France  and  England  attaduog  one  city.  Thfi 
inhabitants  revised  to  sutrender  till  thejr 
found  which  of  ti>e  Kings  was  the  strongest^ 
But  the  Sovereigns  resolved  to  attack  this 
city  in  concert,  and  then  to  fight  between 
themselves  for  the  possession  of  it. — After 
a  few  words  from  Lord  Harrowby*  the  Duka 
of  Montrosje,  and  the  Xord  Chancellor^  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Earl  Darnley  ilusn  moved,  as  an  amend* 
ment,  that  no  volunteer  should  be  entitled 
to  exemptions  who  had  not  offered  to  aerv« 
in  any  pert  of  Great  Britain  in  Case  of  int* 
vasion.  This  was  opposed  by  Lords  Romt- 
ney,  Winchelsea,  and  Egremont,  who  con» 
tended  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  fiiith  t^ 
the  volun beers  to  narrow  the  exemptions 
under  which  they  had  been  embodied.«« 
Earl  Darnlfy  then  consented  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  introda» 
eing  another,  the  effect  of  which  was  feci 
deprive  all  volunteers  of  exemptions  who 
had  not  offered  to  serve  rn  the  mtlilary  die* 
trict  to  which  they  belonged.-^Tbis  amend? 
ment  was  opposed  upon  the  same  grounds  at 
the  former,  and  after  some  consideration, 
the  noble  lord  was  induced  to  withdraw  itt 
—The  clause  was  then  agreed  to,  and  tbo 
house  being  r^umed,  (he  committee  w^ 
ordered  to  sit  again  on  Monday. 


MOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
fridqy,  April  %  J804. 

[MiNUTBS.] — Lord  John  Campbell  took 
his  spat  for  the  first  time  sinoe  his  e^ectioo 
for  the  cmmty  of  Argyie,  together  with  the 
us4jal  oaUis,— On  the  motjoq  pf  Mr.  Van- 
sittart,  an  order  was  made  Ux  laying  befoie 
the  house,  nccpunts  of  all  imports  into  Great 
Britain,  exclusive  of  grain,  f^om  April  1803 
to  April  1804  \  also,  apcounts  of  iXi  Britif^ 
exports,  and  of  the  net  produce  of  the  per- 
nianent  tfii^es  during  the  said  jperiod.«-Tbe 
accouni«  preaented  from  tfie  Excise  O^ffice, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members. — ^Mr.  Irvine,  the  inspector  gene- 
ral of  exporis  anii  iqiports,  pfesented  at  (he 
bar,  the  aocooots  moved  iot  by  Mr.  Van-: 
fittart.— >Mr.  See.  Yorke  moved,  that  Ike 
acooonts  which  he  ^ad  presented  ofi  a  ^r 
mer  day,  of  dMns^  Irtfh  i^iliHa  ^p^wuwit^ 
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J9ho  hfl4  made  a  voluntary  tender  ^of  their 
services  to  serve  in  Great-Britain,  be  with- 
ilrawn,  on  accouDt  of  some  error  in  the 
ssme.  This  was  done ;  and  he  presented 
other  accounts,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.— Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  certain  . 
accounts  relative  to  the  7th  art.  of  the  con- 
vention between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  — Mr.  Dent  postponed  for  a  week 
loQger  his  intended  motion  concerning  the 
loyalty  loan. — Lord  A.  Hamilton  gave  no- 
tice, that  00  Thursday  next  he  should  bring 
forward  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  payments 
made  at  par  to  the  othcers  belonging  to  the 
Irish  govt,  in  this  country. — On  the  motion. 
of  Mr.  Corry^  an  order  was  made,  that  the 
hoose  should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
on  Monday  next,  to  consider  of  making  a 
provision  to  enable  the  lord  litut.  of  Ireland 
to  aogment  the  militia  of  that  country.  Mr. 
Corry  at  the  same  time  said,  he  had  autho- 
rity to  state,  that  this  measure  Was  recom- 
mended by  his  Majesty. 

IWar  in  India.]— Mr.  Francis  said,  it 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  several  mem- 
bets  of  the  house,  that  he  had  lately  made 
jome  propositions  to  the  house  respecting 
the  war  that  was  entered  into,  and  carried 
oa  by  the  direction  of  the  British  governor- 
general  in  India,  without  the  consent  or 
inowledge  of  the  govt,  of  this  country. 
Since  be  had  offered  that  proposition  to  the 
house,  lie  had  seen  published  in  the  Court 
Gazette  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in  dis- 
patches coming  from  the  India-house,  the 
accounts  of  many  important  events,  of  which 
the  advices  had  been  recently  received. 
From  the  circumstance  of  these  accounts 
baying  been  published  in  the  Gazette,  he 
was  justified  in  concluding,  that  ministers 
must  have  received  some  further  advices 
from  India.  And  he  thdught  it  might  be 
useful  to  bring.this  subject  again  before  the 
hoose,  in  order  that  the  ^ble  lord  (Qastle- 
feagh)  might  have  ad  opportunity  of  giving 
muot  explanation  upon  it.  He  thought  it 
necestaiy  to  observe^  that  the  military  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  our  army  in  India  formed 
no  part  of  the  question  on  which  he  Doeent 
to  ittst  hb  proposiiion.  A  War  might  be 
•tCended  with  the  mast  brilliant  success,  and 
jr^t  have  been  undertaken  cootravy  to  law, 
apdon  the  most  nnjustifiablegrounds.  On  the 
sitber.liand,  a  war  might  be  undertaken  on 
tbe  noit  wiae  as^  jtitt  p^tnctples*  and  prove 
diiattroBS  in  the  end.  Therefore,  the  cir- 
'CmnatoncB  of  Slia.war  ioludia  having  been 
jiacacasfni,  coald  form  no  part  of  the  eon- 
jtjidnmium,  whether  ifeat  war  had  been  icti- 
profedf  .nndiffUlNin  .or  not*     Hii  jol^ect 


now  was,  to  know  from  the  noble  krdf 
whether  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  to 
state  to  the  house,  any  communication  that 
might  have  been  received  from  the  govt,  ia 
India,  relative  to  the  cause  of  that  Wfer.  It 
appeared  firom  the  official  dispatches,  that 
the  army  under  Greneral  Wellesley  was  in 
motion,  in  the  beginning  of  Aug.  last; 
therefore,  there  was  ground  to  conclude,  that 
the  orders  he  had  received  must  have  been 
of  a  much  earlier  date  than  that  period. 
Such  great  operations .  as  those,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  taken  place  in  India,  must 
have  been  a  subject  of  long  deliberation'; 
much  preparation  must  have  been  made,  and 
ihe  business  mu&t  have  been  determined 
4]pon  in  the  council  a«  Calcutta,  tluee  months 
at  least  before  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities. That  determination  then  must  have 
t>een  made  in  May  last.  What  he  wanted 
to  ask,  therefore,  was,  whether  the  Marquis 
of  Wellesley  had  advised  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors of  such  a  resolution  ;  whether  a  re- 
port had  been  made  to  them  of  the  plan, 
the  grounds,  and  the  projects  of  the  intend- 
ed hostilities  ?  There  certainly  was  suf- 
ficient time  for  them  to  have  received  an 
account  of  any  resolutions  that  might  have 
been  taken  in  Calcutta  since  May  last.  This 
was  all  he  wanted  the  noble  lord  to  explain. 
He  should  then  move,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  house,  copies  or  extracts  of  all 
dispatches  received  by  the  directors  of  the 
£ast-India  company,  from  the  goyernor- 
general  of  Bengal,  or  fiom  eiiher.  of  the 
presidencies  of  Fort  George  or  Bombay ;  so 
far  a$  ihesame  related  lo  ttie  hostilities  Jately 
carried  on  with  the.Mahratta  states." 

Lord  CastUreagb  thought  it  wonld  be 
much  more  proper  to  wave  the  discussion  of 
this  subject  until  the  practical  question  shoukl 
come  fully,  before  the  house.  The  same 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  on  a  former 
day  to  resist  a  proposition  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  gent,  made  it  necessary  for  him 
»to  oppose  the  present*  In  point  of  fact,  he 
could  assure  the  hon.  gent.,  tliat  no  direct 
communication  had  been  received  boax 
Bengal,  either  by  sea  or  land,  concerning 
the  hostilities  in  question.  The  advices  that 
were  received  came  from  the  presidencies  ; 
and  it  was  from  these  t^e  court  ^of  directors 
had  the  accounts  of  the  brilliant  sttccesies 
which  took  place  in  India.  He  was  ready 
to  admit,  that  these  successes  made  no  part 
of  the  question,  whether  the  war  had  been 
properly  undertaken  or  not  .  At  the  same 
time,  bethought  it  necessary,  in  order  that 
no  conclusion  aught  be  drawn  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of 
Uie  govt..iu  India>  to  slate  ^t  no  advkea 
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had  been  r<*ceivcd  from  him  later  than  the 

aC)(b  of  June  last.     With  respect  to  com- 

iDunications  oveHand,  ihey  bad  of  late  been 

•very  slow  J  and  he  could  not  account  for 

rthe  delay  of  these  advices  through  that  con- 

vvcyartce,  which  were  loog  expected.      It 

iWa«  true,  th^^  njeasqres  vhich  led  to  the  war 

arose  out  of  a^ireaty  that  had  been  concluded 

-some  months  before  ;  bat  govt   was  not  yet 

in  possession  of  the  resolutions  of  the  govt. 

and  council  relative  to  (he  w  ar.     He  hoped, 

however,  the  business  would  be  looked  upon 

as  a  whole,  and  not  in  a  confined  or  partial 

<nanner      It  would  be  impossible  to  form 

an  accurate  judgment  on  the  transaction, 

until  dispatches  were  received  flrom  the  su- 

'preme  govt,  in   India,  and  antil  then,  he 

wished  the  hon.  gent,  might  forbear  making 

*  smy  motion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  could  not  forbear 
expressing  his  astonishment  that  govt,  had 
•received  no  informatton  as  to  the  grounds 
-fipon  which  hostilities  had  been  commenced 
in  India.  There  were  three  opportunities 
■of  conveying  information  on  the  sabjeet 
from  Bengal.  An  overland  dispatch  was 
sent  oif  on  the  9th  of  Sept  from  that  place; 
and  two  ves<{els  had  since  sailed  from  thence. 
J  The  act  c»f  parliament  positively  prescribed, 
that  infi)rmation  concerning  war  should  be 
convtryed  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  it  was 
extraordinary,  that  no  information  had  l>eeD 
sent  to  this  country  relative  to  the  cautet  of 
the  war  5  and  even  if  the  information  ^botild 
arrive,  there  was  danger,  from  its  probable 
legth,  and  the  time  necessary  for  printing 
it,  that  it  could  not  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion before  the  presetit  s^Ksion  of  parlia- 
intnt  should  pass  away.  As  far  as  he  was 
able  to  judge  of  the  battle  which  took  place 
.  on  the  2ad  of  last  Sept.,  he  could  not  see 
in  it  any  of  the  fruits  of  a  victory.  He 
hoped  he  should  be  disappointed  in  his  ap- 

*  preheasions  concerning  that  combat  >  but 
he  thought  it  most  extraordinary  and  unac- 
countable that  the  information  the  hotjsc 
had  a  right  to  expect,  had  never  beea  con- 

.  veyed  to  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  in  possession  of  the  discos- 
aiooa  which  took  place  between  Scindea 
and  General  Wcllesley,  and  which  led  to 

*  hoctihties  in  the  Mahratta  country,  but  they 
were  not  in  possession  of  any  documents 
that  could  shew  what  had  been  the  gover* 

'  Bor  general's  view  of  the  subject,  when  he 
1  gave    directions  to  ccnomence    hostilities. 
:  i^t  present  it  was  sot  caadid  to  suppoae 
that  he  had  neglected  any  opportunity  of 
ijnaking  the  necessary  comimintealions,  be- 
cause cBd  or  two  ships  might  have  happened 


to  sail  from  Bengal,  withouft  bringing  any 
dispatches  from  him. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  he  knew  none  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  those  transactions  to 
which  he  alluded,  and  therefore  he  confd 
not  be  supposed  to  act  from  prejudice  to- 
wards any  of  ihem,»  But  this  he  knew,  and 
fr,om  the  knowledge  he  had  pf  ladia,  and 
his  residence  there,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  state  it ;  that  one  of  the  leading  princi- 
ples always  inculcated  there  was  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  India,  and  no  governor  had  a 
right  to  enter  upon  a  war  from  his  own  au- 
thority. It  was  a  most  lamentable  thing  to 
hear  of  wars  being  now  carried  on  alonjg  the 
Malabar  coast  and  north  of  Dclhr.  He  was 
Dot  now  discussing  the  operations  of  Ge» 
neral  Wellesley.  What  he  pressed  upon 
was,  that  the  house  ought  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  deliberations  which  took  place 
at  Calcutta,  when  it  was  determined  to 
make  war,  and  send  an  army  against  the 
Mahrattas.  And  all  this  must  have  been 
done  before  the  26th  t)f  last  Junel  At  pre- 
sent he  had  no  objection  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  but  he  should  resume  it  again 
whenever  he  should  find  it  neces«?ary  to  do 
so }  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  of  the  utmotit 
importadce  that  the  house  should  discuss  a 
Question  of  this,  kind.— The  motion  was 
tnen  withdrawn. 

[LisKBABD  Election.]— Mr.  Somcrs 
Cocks  said,  that  uppn  inquiry,  Jie  found  that 
the  petition  of  right  ought  to  be  tried  before 
any  other  petition  relative  to  this  election ; 
and  as  it  must  be  the  wish  of  all  the  parties 
to  save  the  expense  of  sending  for  witnesses 
from  Cornwall,  to  appear  before  three  dif- 
ferent committees,  he  should  propof>e  suc^ 
days  for  taking  the  different  petitions  into 
consideration,  that  one  might  speedily  fol- 
low the  other ;  and  as  the  witnesses  on  each 
were  nearly  the  same,  one  journey  to  town 
would  serve  for  all. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  no  objectioirlo 
the  days  being  fixed  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  the  24th  of  April,  the  3d  of  May,  and 
the  7th  of  May.— The  petition  of  right  was 
then  postponed  to  the  24th  instant ;  and  the 
petition  of  T.  Sheridan,  £sq.  was  orderod 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the*  3d  of 
May.  On  Mr.  Sheridan's  moving  to  pot 
off  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Huskisson's  po- 
titioo  until  the  3d  oi  May,  the  motion  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Burroughs,  ate* 
and  at  last  it  was  withdrawn  on,  the  sogges* 
tion  of  the  Speaker,  who  observed,  that  if  it 
ahonld  now  be  negatived,  the  bouse  could 
not  afterwards  alter,  the  order  which  now 
stood  I6(  taking  it  into  coniidiraliop,   ,    ^ 
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f  Irish  Mttixt*  Ofmr  BiLi.]— Mr. 
Secretary  Yorkc  mo^cd  the  second  reading 
of  the  ln»ih  naUitia  offer  bill. 

Sir  WilFiam  El  ford  declared,  that  fee  did 
not  ffcl  him!.tlf  completely  satisfied  as  to 
ihe  propriety  of  such  a  measure  as  that  which 
the  bill  before   the  bouse  professed  to  en- 
force.    At  a  linie  when  that  eouniiywas 
particularly  supposed  to  be  the  chief  object 
of  intasion,  nothing  could  prove  to  him  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  10.000  good  and 
tffective  troops  out  of  the  island,  unless  any 
hoo.  member  could  bring  forward  a  clear 
and  positive  demons tration  that  tliere  were 
at  present  in  Ireland  full  10,000  men  more 
than  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  part  of  the  empire.     He  might 
be  told,  perhaps,  tiwt;  they   were  to  be  re- 
pUced  by  another  levy  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion,    he  was  certain,  however,   that  do 
.  new  raised  troops  could  be  rendered  as  efH- 
cient  as  those  to  be  withdrawn,  within  the' 
time  in  which  it  was  probable  that  some 
attempt  might  be  made  by  the  enemy  j  it 
would  be  difficult  even  to  recruit  such  a 
force  within  the  time,  as  far  as  he  could  ijo- 
fer  from  what  he  had  heard   his  Majesty's 
ministers  declare  respecting  the  danger  of 
invasion.     The   Irish  militia  had    proved 
ifaeoiselves  4o  be  a  most  gallant  and  useful 
body  pf  men  during  the  late  unfortunate  re- 
bellimi  ,*  and,  though  it  might  be  added  that 
the  appearance  of  the  English  militia  was 
also  of  some  importance  at  that  period,  he 
could  not  sup>pose  that  any  gentleman  could 
for  a  moment  imagine  that  the  danger  of 
this  country  was  at  present  so  far  'greater 
than  that  of  Ireland,  as  to  justify  a  similar 
oSer  on  ibe  part  of  the  Irish  militia.     Their 
liberality  and  loyalty  he  did  not  mean  by  any 
means  to  caii  in  qUestiol).     But  there  were 
some    circumstances  .ntspecting  the    offers 
of  particular  regiments  which  might  perhaps 
be  further  explained  in  the  course  of  debate. 
All   that   at  present  he  could  wish  was,  to 
hear  the  matter  fairly, accounted  for,  and  all 
its  conoomitant  circumstances  related  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Bankes  rose  to  state  that  his  senti- 
ments with .  respect  to  this  n^easure  had  un- 
dergone no  alteration  since  he  had  last  the 
.  hc^pour  of  addressing  the  house,  although, 
from  the  thinness  of  the  house  upon  the  pre- 
,  leot  occasiou,  he  should  not  onter  into  the 
subject  at  any  lengthy  but  would  reserve 
himself  for  a  ^tur»  opportunity.  .. 

Mr.  Ba5tordsaid»  thai. he  entirely  coin-- 
ctded  with  the  hoo.  member  who  had  just ' 
Kit  down,  as  to  the  nature  and  tenden<;y  of . 
the.biH  before  the  hotue-i^The  motion  "Oirasi 
then  agreed  to^andthe  biUorckied.to  be  com- !  I 


milted  for  Tuesday* '  The  Irish  militia  aug* 
mentation  bill  was  also  read  a  third  timt, 
and  committed  for  Tuesday. 

[Irish  Fia»  Seed  Bill.}  -  On  the  8c» 
c6nd  reading  of  the    Irish  fljix -seed  bill  ;^ 

The  Bon.  C.  H^  HutcbimBn  expressed  a 
wish  that  provision^  should  be  noade  in  t^jie 
bill  to  prevent  the  oil  manufacturers  c^  Int- 
land  from  being  rnjared  in  their  trade. 

Mr..  CafJ7  said,  if  his  hon.  friend^  would 
read  the  bill j  he  would  find  that,  ahl^ougfa 
bad  or  damaged  fl^x-seed  was  not  permit- 
ted  to*  be  sold  till  the  first  of  July,  yet  it 
might  be  served  out  lo  the  oH  manufacturer^ 
sooner  tlian  that  time,  on  his  givi^  secu»* 
ty  that  it  was  not  be -sown  in  the  groand.-**- 
The  bill  was  then  road  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wedi^esday  joe^. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 
Monday  r  April  ^ 

[Minutes.]— The  several  bHb  hHc^ 
the  house  were  fot'wardcd  in  their  respective 
stages. — One  private  bill  was  brougliit  op 
from  the  commons 'by  Sir  J^.  W.  Anderson^ 
and  read  a  first  time. — Mr  Mansfield,  from 
the  iScotch  bank  company,  presented  certain 
accounts  relative  to  tbe  capital,  &c.  of  that 
corporation,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  apoti 
the  tablei-^On  the  motion  of  lord  Auckland, 
Mr.  Wyatt  was  ordered  to  attend  the  com- 
roittee  of  their  lordships,  when  it  was  refer- 
red to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  improv* 
ing  the  lighting  of^  and  avenues  to  tlie 
house,  &c. 

[Defbncb  of  t»b  Couwtrt.]  — »  The 
£arl  of  Suffolk  observed,  that  a^  he  cnuUi 
not,  in  the  stage  the  volunteer  bill  was  atpr^ 
sent  before  their  lordship*?,  regulaily  deliver 
his  sentiments  upon  the  principle  of  tb?t 
ndeasure,  a  consideration  whit:h  he  canceived 
of  extreme  importance,  he  should,  to-raot- 
row,  bring  forward  a  motion  upon  a  subjeat 
of  tbe  highest  importance,  and  ck»ely  con- 
nected with  the  mea<)ure  alluded  ta^  be. 
meant  the  general  defence  of  the  country. 
The  noble  earl  then  moved  that  their  lord- 
ships be  summoned  iax  to-morrow  ;  which 
was  ordered  accordingly.  • '  .   * 

[Volunteer  CoNSonnikTiorr  Bill.] -*- 
Lord  Hawiesbury  moved  the  ord«-r  of  the 
day  for  the  house  to  re<<oive  into  a  comm<t« 
tee  upon  this  bill  ;  and  accordingly  Loftl 
Walsingham  took  the  cliair. 

Lord  GrenvUU  observed,  that  th<Te  was 
some  obscurity  in  the  word  :'.jolrt(-d/*  iji 
tbe  clause  tljen  before  tiiehouse.  It  wis 
meant  to  refer  to  those  persons  who  first 
jmned  any  cerpH  of  volunteers  hs  n  vv  mem- 
bers  I  J)atjt*waa  ambigno<w>  iu  a»  moeh  as 
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ft  might  tp^f  to  (bose  persons  wh<r,  aflior 
iiaving  beea  often  aiiseDt  (rata  sickness^  or 
any  sufficient  reason,  bad  aferrwards  joined. 
•He  iherdbrd  proposed  to  sobstkote  the 
words  **  became  members  of  any  corps.** 

Lord  Hgbart  proposed  that  this  shoold  be 
considered,  and  if  necessary^  amended  on 
the  report.— Agreed  to* 

Lord  GnmnU$  afterwards  objected  to  a 
long  reference  to  a  former  act  ai  ihe  top  of 
the  7th  page  of  the  bill»  en  the  grooods  that 
it  was  totally  unnecessary,  the  case  having 
been  sofikiently  provided  for  In  the  lait 
clause.  He  therefore  proposed  that  these 
words  ^ottld  be  left  out,  aa  they  were  only 
s  needless  incumbrance  upon  tiie  bill.-*- 
IjordaHawkesbury,  Auckland^  and  Hobart 
C4)posed  the  Bmcodment>  upon  the  priii- 
'  cipJc  that  it  was  perfectly  correct  to  refer 
to  a  former  act.— Lord  Grenvilie  then  beg- 
gedf  that  before  the  Words  passed,  the  noble 
lords  who  brought  in  th^  bill  would  inform 
.the  house  trbat  they  enacted. 

Lord  Jucklarui  replied,  that  the  nobis 
lord  himself  was  conversant  with  the  bill  to 
which  that  ref<trence  was  made,  and  if  he 
understood  what  the  word*  noeao^  he  would 
do  well  to  inform  the  house. 

Lord  Granville  observed,  th#t  ht  did  not 
tinderstand  what  the  woifds  reeant^  and  that 
*  he  prof^aed  to  understand  none  of  the  pre- 
aent  acts  of  the  adminbtralioo.«— The  words, 
however,  were  passed  as  part  of  the  bilh-^ 
When  the  reading  clerk  came  to  that  part 
of  the  elause  relating  to  the  exemptions  of 
volunteers  from  certain  taxes,  that  directs 
.th«i  comoaanding  otficcrs  to  make  l^ir  re- 
.turns  *'  to  th^  inspector  of  taxes  of  the  dis- 
trict, or  of  any  adjoining  districts," 

Lord  Griftmih  observed,  that  there  ap« 
peared  here  to  be  aiix>bscunty.  Thfi  intenticm 
of  the  words,  ^*  or  of  any  adjoining  district/' 
l^e  conceived  to  be  to  ^ve  the  power  to  a 
.  commanding  offices  of  making  the  return 
to  the  inspector  of  a  neighbouring  district, 
in  case  there  should  be  no  inspector  of  the 
taxes  in  his  own  district.  This,  however, 
^was  not  clearly  expressed^  and  therefore  he 
moved  that  the  words  '^  of  any'*  be  left  otit, 
'  and  that  it  should  stand  thus,  ''  or  if  there 
bt  no  ibspector  in  bis  own  district^  to  the 
inspector  of  any  adjoining  district.'* 

Lord  Hawkeshnty  opposed  the  osotidn,  tm 
the  grounds  that  tiiere  ^rnight  have  been  rea- 
sons iot  roakingr  use  of  the  expreasiona  ial- 
ready  in  the  biH,  of  whieh  he  was  net  at 
present  9Pmixt*  He  ligreed  that  the  swUe 
lord's  words  wbold,  according  to  present  ap- 
pcarances,  be  more  clear,  ai^  theref(»e  fae 
bad  no  objection  to  consider  ihe  point,  and . 
move  an  ame ndinc»it  en  the-iqpoi%  if  wy 
waa  Decesiaf7* 


Lord  OnnvVle  observed^  that  this  vras  a 
new  wtfy  of  treating  a  committee  of  the 
Lords.  The  noble  secretary  hiqnself  confesa- 
ed  the  proprietor  of  the  amendment,  but 
instead  of  adopting  it  aa  became  the  dignity 
of  the  house,  according  to  the  light  whtch  it 
had.  at  present,  he  was  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter in  his  crloset,  and  then  propose  an 
amendment  or  not,  as  he  thought  proper! 
Really,  the  matter  was  so  plain  that  be  was 
ashamed  to  trouble  their  knrdships  so  long 
upon  it,  but  he  would  positively  adhere  to 
his  amendment,  sot  so  much  for  its  import- 
ance, as  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the 
principle  upon  which  the  mini^ry  appeared 
to  act^  which  went  to  treat  the  Hoiise  of 
Lords  with  the  most  utter  contempt,  and 
make  it  a  c)'pher  in  the  Constitution. 

Lord  Btmnfy  agreed  with  his  nobk  rela* 
tion,  that  the  house  was  to  decide,  accord- 
ing to  the  lights  which  it  had  at  present, 
and  not  wait  till  the  noble  secretary  was 
prepared  to  give  farther  inforaoation  on  the 
subject. 

The  Lord  Cbancellcr  conceived  the  words, 
as  they  stood  at  present,  to  be  intended  as 
a  relief  to  commanding  officers,  who  would 
thus  be  empowered  to  make  their  returns  to 
the  inspector  of  their  own  district,  or  to  the 
itispeotor  of  any  adjcining  district,  as  they 
foirod  it  most  convenient.  He  would  thert- 
fore  have  proposed  the  present  words,  ia 
ease  they  had  not  stood  in  the  bill. 

Lord  Auckland  observed,  that  a  bill  coold 
not  be  drawn  up  in  excellent  language.  It 
was  sutficient  if  it  was  clear  and  intelligible: 
The  noble  lord  had  exerted  great  critical 
acnmen  in  mideavouring  to  convert  the  bill 
into  fine  language,  but  this  was  not  neces* 
sary  in  a  bill  of  this  sort. 

Lord  Gnrnfille  replied,  tiM  his*aim  had 
always  t>eeo,  and  was  still,  to  save  parlia* 
meat  frbm  the  disgrace  of  that  constant  soc« 
ceftsion  of  bills  te  amend  bills,  that  had  cha« 
raoteriaed  the  meastiiiBs  of  miaistecs.  He 
had  exerted  no  i^ther  *'  critical  acomen/ 
And  yet,  while  he  perfiormed  this  iso  neces- 
sary a  duty,  he  was  told  that  he  was  labour* 
tn'g  to  convert  the  bill  into  feie  language. 
He  remarked  that  the  noble  k>rds  them- 
selves, on  the  other  side,  held  opinions  quite 
inconsistent  with  each  other  on  this  da\3se ; 
and  isrgtd  the  imposaibiiit^  of  county  meet- 
ings understanding  acts,  upon  tfaemeaniog 
^f  which  thelramera  coold  aot  ^^re^. 

Lord  Hoknt  said,  it  was  very  dear  to  htm 
(iMt  the  present  nMNMOta  tiraa  one  of  the 
most  difficult  xm  whiob  their  lordships*  coold 
posiibfy  folate.  Aa  a  pnx^  of  this,  he 
called  ^eir  tofd^ipt*  atteation  to  what  had 
•paaied  oil  du  aiibfiet  of  Mislng  troops  £»r 
the  defcace  of  tbi  cotmtjj.    The  last  ad^ 
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VlinistnUioa  was  allowed  to  be  at  strong  and 
cnlighteQed  a  one  as  ever  governed  the  coun* 
try.  He  would  oaly  refer  to  the  measorca 
tlief  had  adopted,  and  their  lordships  would 
fee,  that  nothing  could  sorpa^f  the  manner 
io  ^iditch  they  had  blundered  through  theao. 
Hia  lordship  adverted,  first,  to  the  act  for 
raisiog  the  3nppleaientary  militia,  which  was 
passed  in  Nov.  1796,  and  obliged  to  be 
amended  in  the  very  next  loonth^  Dt,  $  the 
seeood  was,  the  act  for  icanning  the  navy 
and  arnay,  and  which  was  so  totally  inade- 
quate to  every  purpoie  it  was  intended  to 
effect,  that  it  was  also  amended  by  another 
act  of  the  30th  pec.  fiallowing.  The  third, 
and  roost  defective  of  all  was,  the  provisio- 
nal cavalry  act,  which  was  the  favourite 
i^hlid  of  a  noble  lord  who  then  formed  a 
part  of  that  administration,  which  was  also 
passed  in  Nov.  lycfi,  and  amended  on  the 
80th  of  the  lollowing  month  of  l>ec.  That 
nobld  lord  had  not,  however,  hesitated  to 
ipeafc  of  the  present  bill  in  terms  of  the 
greatest  severity,  he  might  say  arrogance, 
though  their  lovdsbips  must  tee,  from  the 
f  epei^ted  blondes  of  the  last  sdministratioo, 
how  difficult  it  was  to  legislate  on  such  a 
^tieaeion. 

{«ord  fiomney  deprecated  the  practice  of 
defending  the  present  roeasurt^s  by  reference 
le  femaer  mistakes,  aad  expressed  sonie 
dissatisfaction  at  tte  reflection  which  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  appeared  to  have 
fast  on  the  person  at  the  head  of  tlie  late 
administration. 

The  Lord  Chcmdlar  agreed  in  what  the 
noble  lord  who  spake  last  said,  as  to  the  im- 
proprie^  of  exousing  measures  by  former 
Stakes,  bnt  Q^ntended  that  the  present 
measures  ougjht  not  to  be  ceosorad  bf  those 
who  had  made  these  mistakes. 

£arl  Spencir  expressed  hia  aaiprise,  that 
the  queasores  of  the  last  adomnslration,  in 
the  instances  alhided  t^,  had  been  oensuved 
1^  the  veiy  person  who  had  dnawn  them 
lip. — After  some  &rther  lobiiervatjons,  the 
Jkoase  divided  oa  the  motion  of  Ix>rd  Gren- 

Contaou       -  16 

Non-conlents    -       34 

Majc^y        -  18 

Lord  GrsnviUi  then  objected  to  that  part 
of  the  clause  which  required  the  command- 
i^  4ii&eiBi[g  to^ead  affidavits  of  thehoKses 
of  yeomen  that  v^re  eaenapted  kooa  tases, 
as  imposing  a  double  burden  npoa  the  eom- 
mandingoQcers,  aad,-at'tha  sametiaie,  an* 
averiag  oagaod  porppse.^-^ After  some  ob- 
jiervationB  mm  Ijox^%  Auckkad,  Hawkes- 
buxy,  ta^  othiir94  «caitis(  «fae  fmeadn^eat, 


and  the  Duke  of  Montrose  fer  it»  ihm 
house  divided  upon  the  motion  for  Chn 
aaaandroent. 

Ccttteats        *  15 

Nooennttota     »       31 

Majority         •  lO 

Lord  Grettvillt  also  objected  to  the  diseaa* 
tionary  power  that  was  vested  in  the  eom<« 
mtssioners  (he  did  not  know  what  commis- 
sioners were  meant)»  With  regard  to  ths 
returns  of  the  commanding  officers,  it  was 
taking  the  power  out  of  the  courts  of  lew, 
and  giving  up  the  commanding  officers  to 
the  discretion  of  those  who  ought,  if  pos- 
sible, never  to  be  entrusted  wtih  any  discre- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  the  word  ''a^ay,'*  should  be  Itft  out, 
and  the  word  '*  shair  inserted,  Yor  the  pur- 
pose of  obviating  his  objection.— After  soma 
discussion  oa  the  different  efiects  that  these 
words  would  have  in  a  court  of  law,  tha 
amendment  was  negatived.— When  that  part 
of  the  clause  came  to  be  read,  ivhich  gives 
an  exemption  from  the  horse  duty,  under 
certain  circunMtanqst,  "  at  the  discretion  of 
the  coipmisstoners  of  the  laices,** 

Lord  Grenvilte  oblecjted  to  the  e^cmptijom 
being  at  the  discretiop  of  spy  persojo.  ^ 
thought  it  was  a  ri^ht  which  the  volunteer 
might  daim,  and  ou^ht  to  be  compuls^rr^ 
lie  therefore  moved  that  thi9ie  words  8bQal4 
be  left  out. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wi,  that  by  |ho 
word  discretion,  it  wa?  never .  meant  the 
pleasore  or  caprice  of  those  0  whoip  aucU 
discretionary  power  was  iponfxded,  but  ^ 
sound  discretion,  acqprdjng  U>  Uw  9n4 
justice. 

Lord  Ellefihorough  oomcided  with  th0 
learned  Iprd  in  the  l^gal  signification  of  ^p 
word  discretion,  and  observed,  that  ther^ 
was  no  case  where  the  law  vested  iS  disccei- 
tionary  power,  Uiat  the  person  to  whom  tt 
was  confided  was  npt  punishable  by  law  ibp 
any  abuse  or  improper  exercise  of^that  dis- 
cretion.— After  some  conversation,  the  claus^a 
was  carried  as  it  originally  $tood. 

On  the  clause  respecting  the  new  ap« 
portion  men  ts  to  he  made  among  the  parishes 
for  militiamen,  in  consequence  of  the  ex« 
emptions  claimed  bjT  th0  volunteers  rai8e4 
Aercin, 

Earl  Spencer  observed)  that  this  clause 
was  only  as  between  parisl^  ^nd  ^p^rish,  and 
not  as  between  county  andcopnty ;  and  y4it 
it  often  happened  that  one  county  provided 
a  much  greater  proportion  of  volunteers  th^ 
another  :  he  also  pointed  out  other  inequa- 
lities which  might  resplt  from  this  clause. 
-  I^ort^  Uawkesbury  admitted^  th^t  there 
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•01  r0chstaed  tBdqaalitiety  wbkb  in  tkne 
wight  be  easily  amended.  As  k  was^  kow- 
#ver^  allowed  that  this  clause  was  aa  vea" 
provement  on  the  old  Igw,  be  thought  it  was 
better  to  try  the  effect  of  it  as  it  stood  $  and 
when  aoy  material  hardship  should  be  found 
to  result  from  it,  parliament  could  at  any 
tme if>ply  a  rc^roedy-r-Tlie clause  was  dien 
passed  without  a  di«ritton. 

On  the  c4ta«e  fespediDg  the  compulsory 
service  in  the  militia  of  balloted  volunteers 
who  should  cease  to  continue  elFective  mem- 
bers of  Xheir  corps. 

Lord  Grenvilie  objected  to  the  wording  of 
thia  clause,  which  appeared  to  him  to  (ake 
away  from  the  person  so  balloted  those  ex- 
emptions that  he  mtght.be  entitled  to  from 
other  causes.,  independent  of  his  being  a 
volunteer.  This  produced  some  conversa- 
Ition^  and  the  farther  consideration  was  post* 
poned  till  to-morrow.  Adjotraed  at  twelve 
0'cio.ck. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Mauda^y  April  g. 

[Minutes.]— Mr.  J.  Latouche  brought 
tip  a  petition  from  the  prisoners  con^nedfor 
debt  in  the  prison  for  the  county  and  the 
-city  of  Dublin,  staling  the  hardships  under 
which  they  labour,  and  praying  relief.  Or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table,— He  brought 
aoothcr  of^  similar  ^iod  from  the  prisoners 
confined  for  debt  in  the  Marshalsea  prison 
of  Dublin,  which  was  also  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. — Sir  J.  Newport  gave  notice, 
that  he  should  on  Wednesday  next  move  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of 
the  Ilchestcr  committee  on  the  IJlh  of  this 
month,  vinlil  the  8th  of  May  next.- — Mr. 
•Corry  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  should 
propose  for  the  consideration  of  the  house  3 
measure  respecting  the  present  circulation  of 
Ireland,  he  meant  that  ^hich  circulates  as 
coin  in  Ireland.— Mr.  Serjeant  Best  presented 
a  pc  til  ion  on  behalf  of  the  company  of -pro- 
prietors^ of  the  Swansea  canal  navigation, 
against  a  bill  now  depending  before  the 
house.  Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. — 
Mr.  H.  Addington  moved,  that  the  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  the  re- 
-port  on  the  cotton  weavers'  petition  be  post- 
poned to.  Thursday  next.     Ordered, 

[Irish  m  litia  augmentatiow  bill,] 
•-Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
going  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
to  consider  of  making  a  provision  for  aug- 
menting the  Iri.sh  militia  5  which  being  read, 
the  hon.  gent,  said,  that  before  he  moved 
that  the  speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair,  he 


^oald  state  the  natore  of  the  measorenov 
proposed,  the  augmentation  of  the  Irish  nat* 
Mtia ;  -and  if  parliament  should  think  (it  that 
ft  should  take  place,  money  must  be  ad- 
vanced out  of  the  exchequer  of  Ireland,  to  be 
afterwards  repaid  by  the  trea^^urrrs  of  the 
counties  ^  iot  this  it  would  be  necessary  to 
introduce  a  clause  into  the  bll,  and  there 
must  be  a  resolution  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house  for  tiie  piirpese :  that  should  ba 
reported  on  a  subsequent  day,  and  »«  in* 
structioB  mttst  afterwards  be  given  to  the 
committee  on  the  bill,  that  ihey  may  have 
power  to  insert  it  in  such  bill. 

Colonel  Calcra/t  doubted  the  regularity 
of  raovipg  any  certain  sum  for  a  certain  ser- 
vice, before  parliament  had  voted  that  ser* 
vice.  He  thought  it  extraordinafy  that  the 
sum  of  money  should  be  voted  for  a  thing:, 
before  that  thin|;  itself  was  voted.  It  there 
was  any  absolute  necessity  for  it,  or  that  it 
could  not  be  done  at  any  other  time,  he 
should  be  ready  to  give  way,  and  offer  no  op- 
position to  it ;  but  be  should  think  it  would 
be  much  more  regular  for  -  parlianient  io 
grant  the  thing  itself  before  it  granted  the 
ineans  of  supporting  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  said,  that  the  thing 
now  proposed  was  mere  mater  of  course,  in 
order  to  enable  the  house  to  proceed  in  the 
committee  to-morrow  on  the  subject  -of  the 
Irish  militia,  for  until  there  wan  a  vote  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  to  advance  this 
money  out  of  the  Irish  exchequer,  no  piovi- 
bion  could  be  made  to  enable  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant to  go  into  the  measure.  This  was 
merely  matter  of  form;  for  if  the  housb 
should  not  adopt  4 he  bill,  the  vote  now  about 
to  be  proposed  would  fall  to  the  ground; 
the  report  could  not  foe  received  until  to* 
morrow,  and  without  this  vote  it  would  be 
impossible  to  proceed  upon  the  bill ;  and  he  ^ 
submitted,  that  as  there  were  two  bills  before 
the  house  upon  this  subject,  whether  it 
might  not  be  better  that  they  should  both 
come  on  together. 

Colonel  Calcra/t  thought  one  of  them 
sufficient  for  the  discussion  of  one  day,  hiit 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  reason  given  for 
the  vote  which  was  now  about  to  be  pro- 
posed, and  therefore  should  not  oppose  it 
any  longer; — ^The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  in 
which  Mr.  Corry  moved  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  he  had  stated,  for  advancing  a  sum 
not  ^Lceeding  4  guineas  per  man,  &€r. ; 
which  was  passed,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
Io  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bankis  asked,  which  of  the  two  biHf 
on  the  subject  of  the  Irish  militia  was  in« 
tended  to  be  biought  9m  to-morrow } 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i3j 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Atnft.  10^  l904^-Cdl4^MBiCafuB. 


^ 


Mr.  Secretary  Yorkensnd^  he  should  have 
thoQght  it  more  conirenieot  to  the  house, 
and  a  saving  of  a  great  deal  of  debate,  if  tlicy 
were  boih  to  come  on  together  in  ^  dis- 
cosaion  upon  the  principle,  bat  if  gentl«iiien 
chose  to  exercise  their  LuDg9  twice  opon  One 
subject,  he  could  have  no  objection,'  and. the 
debate  must  therefore  necessarily  be  put  off 
on  one  of  them.  The  one  which  was  to  come 
OQ  to-morrow,  was  that  which  stood  first  ia 
•rder,  and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  bill 
for  making  provision  for  augmenting  the  mi* 
liiia  of  Ireland  be  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next.     Ordered. 


HOUSE  Of  1.0RDS. 
Tuesday i  j4pril  10. 

[MiNUTcs.]— Mr.  Plumer  was  heard 
as  counsel  for  the  appellant  iu  the  cause  of 
Bichardson  v,  the  Universiires  of  0\ford 
and  Cambridge.  The  farther  hearing  was 
postponed  till  Thursday — ;-The  Bank  of 
Scotland  bill  was  read  a  third^  time  and 
passed. 

[Caledonian  CANAL.]--Mr.  Rickman, 
from  the  commissioners  of  the  Caledonian 
Canals  presented  an  account  relative  to  that 
work. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  highly  approved  of 
that  undertaking  as  one  likely  to  be  produc- 
tive of  great  advantage,  not  only  to  that  par- 
ticular part  of  the  island,  but  to  the  whole 
of  the  4cingdom.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  theintenn'on  of  ministers  to  make 
any  addition  to  the  (in  his  opinion)  very  in* 
significant  sum  that  they  had  allotted  for  the 
•nnual  prosecution  of  that  work.  He  was 
disposed  to  give  due  praise  to  the  intcntitn 
of  ministers,  with  regard  to  that  national  ob- 
ject, but  he  was  of  opinion  thatrf  20,(XX)  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  imporiante  of 
Hich  an  object. 

Lord  Jiucklandy  in  the  absence  of  minis- 
ten,  professed  himself  unable  to  give  any 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  question  of  the  no* 
ble  earl. 

The  Ckike  of  Montrose  thought  that- it  was 
incomheot  on  him  to  express  the  very  great 
obligations  he  i^as  under  to  ministers  for 
having,  at  the  risk  of  incurring  some  impu- 
tations, countenanced  a  measure  which  pro- 
mised so  much  advantage  and  improvement 
to  that  part  of  Scotland.  He  was  happy  to 
acquaint  the  house,  that  very  great  facilities 
bad  already  been  derived  even  from  the  com- 
paratively m significant  progress  that  the  on- 
^dertaking  had  made.  Nevtr  communications  ^ 
ladalreai/  been  cstabWied  in  a  country 
%here  acctt^iuid  be^.i  iican^  ini^  raciaable, 

YOL.   IL 


aad  the  hifaabitaats  began  to  IcolftfliiichMb! 
,  vantage  firom  such  coaveoience^:  iThat  wofikt 
was,  in  hts  ofH^ioo,  truly  -a  nalional  >Qoei:ft84 
therefore  he  did  notdoii^t  butit  woalddpefi 
with  all  necessary  cnccmragemeBt  firoDiAiJ^ 
Majesty's  fniDisters.  ;  -  . 

'.[DeFSNCB    of  <  THE  CotlNTAlt.}.  «^  T^ 

Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  and  spoke  nearly  aa  fain 
low9:*-My  lords  >  not  baaing  been.intho 
house  OQ  the  second  rcsadiog  ^  ifaevolun^ 
teer  bill,  as  I  was  eompelied  by  iodispMition 
to  leave  it  at  the  conitBencement,o£jkbojclf3« 
bate,  I  was  prevented  ^m  giviog' my  sea^ 
timeots  on  the  principle  of  that  btlL^l  have^ 
therefore,  taken  this  opportunity. of  inlro'* 
docing  a  motion,  in  discussing  which,  I  may^ 
witiiout  any  impropriety,  allude  to  that.sys-* 
tern,  on  the  merits  of  \ditch  I  was  acciden« 
tally  prevented  from  giving  my  .opinion, 
lliere  is  not,  my  lords^  any  one  in  this  king- 
dom, who  more  highly  approves  of  the  great 
and  leading  principle  upon  which  the  vokm^ 
teer  force  has  been  established  than  I  do.    I 
fully  subscribe  in  every  way  to  the  gallant 
and*  patriotic  spirit  by  which  that  admirable 
body  of  men  has  been  actuated ;  and«.i£lhfi]^ 
be  trivial  defects  in  its  organizatioOr  I  trust 
that  a  little  e;cpense  and  the  attention  of  the 
legislature   will   remedy  them.     Although^ 
my  lords,  I  admit,  that  there  aro  some  incon*^ 
sisteocies  in  that  system,  yet  I  am  far  from 
concurring   in    that  persevering  oppositioa 
that  has  been  made  to  it.  Many  of  the  arga# 
mentshave  turned  upon  verbal  niceties  and 
altercations,  and  1  really  think, my  lords,  Ihat 
much  time,  that  could  have  been  better  em^ 
ploycd,has  been  consumed  in  the  consideratioa 
of  thc-m.     1  have  that  confidence  in  his  Ma» 
jcsty's  govt  ,  as  well  as  in  those  persons  who 
shall  be  called  upon  to  execute  the  pFovisidiis 
of  the  vc  unteer  bill,  that,  where  any  doubta 
may  arise  upon  the  meaning  of  any  particu- 
lar clause,  it  will  be  intrcpreted  liberally, and 
rather  to  the  advantage  of  the  individual  who 
thinks  he  is  entitled  to  a  benefit  from  it.  -  If, 
my  lords,  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  my  opi- 
nion, without  referring  to  any  thing  that  has 
been   herrtofore  said,    eiiiier  here  or  else* 
where,  on  the  degree  of  efficiency  tliat  the 
volunteers  are  capable  of,  I  am  decided  iu 
preferring  them  loan  armed  peasantry.  They; 
m  my  judgment,  possess  a  competent  degree 
of  discipline,  and  certainly  may  be  incorpo- 
rated with  infinite  advantage  either  with  the 
army  or  militia.     Besides,  my  lords,  I  much 
doubt  whether  it  be  possible  (o  arm  the  pea* 
saotry  to  the  extent  that  has  been  recom* 
mended,  with  that  celerity  that  would  enable 
u»  to  reap  the  loll  advantage  of  their  services. 
Even  the  volunteers,  as  I  am  informed,  ar^ 
veiy  fir  iioin  bciog  completely  armed. .'  Mf 
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Uldfy  flt  all  ttrUfr  period  of  the  (iresent  set* 
4oii^  I  took  ao  opportunity  of  submitting,  as 
t  military  man,  some  ideas  to  your  lordsypt, 
is   to  what  I  conceived    necessary  to  be 
Ame  for  the  more  complete  defence  of  the 
countiy }  and  it  is  with  much  regret  I  have 
l^caved  that  none  of  them  have  bera  deem- 
ed deserving  the  notice  of  his  Majesty *s  mi- 
nisters.   I  recommended  the  establishment 
of  a  central  dep6t,  to  which  '7  or  8000  men 
ahoidd  periodically  repair,  there  to  be  in- 
atmctid  in  military  tactics,  under  the  com- 
•  aaand  of  a  well  informed  and  experienced 
ataff.    The  advautagea  of  even  ttut  inade- 
qoate  share  of  discipline  would  be  soon  visible, 
both  in  the  officers  and  privates,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  former,  who,  in  my  opinion, 
have  much  greater  occasion  for  instruction 
than  those  they  command.    There  is  also 
another  part  of  our  defence  which,  in  my 
iudgment,  ministers  have  not  considered,  as 
they  should  have  done  ;  I  allude,  my  lords, 
to  the  principle  of  limitation  in  the  volunteer 
system.    The  maritime  counties,  themoyt 
exposed  and  the  most  liable  to  attack,  are 
governed  by  the  same  rules  in  this  respect 
^s  the  inland  counties  are  $  au  error,  in  my 
inind,   pregnant  with  danger,    and  which 
pinnot  be  too  soon  corrected.    I  also  recom- 
mended the  construction  of  Martello  towers, 
imd  illustrated  the  immense  advanta^fe  of 
yuch  a  mode  of  fortification,  by  the  circum- 
a^moe  thai  a  serjeant  and  12  men  working  a 
ptngle  gun  in  one  of  them  had  defeated  ao 
£nglis)l  ship  of  the  line  and  a  4^  gup  frigate. 
Instead  of  resorting  to  that  ch^p  and  etfec* 
tual  mode  of  defence,  his  Majesty's  govt;  at 
least  the  mihtary  part  of  it,  have,  M^ith  im- 
mense  labour  aqd  expense,  constructed  lines 
l>f  ciro^mvallation,  which,  as  a  soldier  and 
-as  ao  EnglMiman^  I  am  happy  to  hear  are 
crumbling  daily  into  mips.— My  lords,  if 
those  wllpse  dtity  it  is  to  provide  for  the  de^ 
ftnce  of  the  country,  for  the  mechanical  part 
fill  I  shoqld  say^  bad  acted  as  they  should 
}uive  done,  they  would  have  erepied  forr 
tresses  iu  Kept,  Susse]^^  Essex,  Poirsetshire, 
Devonshire,  Yorkshire,  and   the  po^dty  in 
which   Newcastle  is  plaped.      A   compe- 
tent garrison  in  each  of  those  forts  would 
^ave  occupied  a  coqsider^^bje  portion  of  the 
<enemy's  troops,  and,  if  they  could  not  have 
eventually  maintained  them,  wotild  have  ef- 
fected, at  least  that,  ^hich,  in  a)l  military 
pperattops.   Is  of  the  greatest  consequence, 
panieJy,  creating  agreat  loss  qf  time  to  the 
atupking  ahny! — T^ere  is  alsq  another  mea- 
sure in  ^hich  I  think  th^re  has  been  made 
lliamt^i  and  unnecessary  profusion,  I  mean 
the  article  of  barracks,  in  the  construction 
i»fwhich2ipil|io.ns  have  been  already  ex- 


pended, and  to  complete  which  nearly  aa 
equal  expense  niust  be  incurred.  The  govt., 
my  lords,  could  have  provided  better  for  the 
accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  soldiery 
at  one  sixth  the  expense,  had  they  resorted 
to  the  practice  of  hutting,  such  as  was  cus-^ 
tomary  duripg  the  American  war.    In  some 
places  where  they  had  determined  on  build- 
ing barracks,  they  have  abandoned  theplan> 
and  left  them  half  constructed^  because  they 
at  length  perceived  that  the  situations  weie 
too  exposed,  and  that  they  were  likely,  in  case 
of  invasion,  to  prove  rather  an  accommoda- 
tion to  the  enemy  than  to  our  own  troops.— 
When,  my  lords,  I  speak  in  approbation  of 
that  degree  of  discipline  which  the  volunteers 
have  obtained,  let  it  not  be  thought  that  \ 
undervalue  the  exertions  of  an  armed  pea« 
santry.    I  know  from  experience  how  for- 
midable the  attacks  of  an  armed  population, 
possessing  great  local  information*  acquaint--' 
cd  with  every  hedge,  rivulet,  and  green  lane, 
may  be.     When  I  commanded  the  brigader 
of  guards  in  America,  I  was,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  compelled  by  the  men  in  whit6 
shirts  (the  militia  of  that  country,  or,  as  we 
call  then),  the  armed  peasantry)  and  some- 
times by  an  inferior  numbejr  of  them,  to  a 
precipitate,  and  not  unfrequently  a  difficult 
retreat.,  and  there  was  not  a  man  under  my 
command,  who  would  not  have  rather  en- 
countered the  regulars  of  the  American  army, 
•than  that  particular  description  of  force.   As 
to  the  use  that  may  be  made  of  bodies  of 
men  of  that  character  and  organization,  I  fully 
agree  with  an  lion  officer  in.  another  house 
(Col.  Craufurd),  with  whom  I  have  not  the 
honour  of  being  ficquainted,  and  who,  I  hear 
with  regret,  is  not  employed.    There  is  a 
noble  friend  of  mine,  1  mean  Lord  Mbira, 
to  whom  govt,  has  at  last  thought  proper  to 
give  a  command  $  but  how  have  they  treated 
that  noble  and  excellent  commander  ?  Why, 
although   he  is  invested  with  the  chief  com-* 
maud  of  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  they 
have  not  thought  proper  to  give  him  any  of 
the  privileges  that  usually  accompany  it. 
They  have  been  lavish  where  they  should 
have  been  liberal.     When  they  had  an  op- 
portunity of  manifesting  ihdr  sense  of  that 
noble  lord's  services  and  great  military  ta- 
lents«  they  neglected  it,  and  conferred  the 
comnuAd  of  a  vacant  regiment  to  i^  junior 
o£^'cr.    The  only  compen^idtiot^  vtiy  noble 
friend  has  ever  had  for  all  his  labours  in  sup- 
porting the  interests  and  mi^iiuaihing  the  ho- 
nour of  his  country,  has  be^n  a  colonel's  half, 
pay,  a  paltry  200  i.  a  year.     When  he  com-' 
manded  tlie  army  at  Southampton,  he  was 
restrii^ted^  from  what  motives  I  cannot  tell, 
as  much  in  point  of  patropage  aa  he  is  at 
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present  \  and  when  he  resigned  that  com* 
mand.  be  was  not  less  than  10,000  1.  out  of 
pocket  by  the  honour  that  had  been  confer- 
fcd  on  him.  Ministers  may  say,  and  I  know 
it  has  been  said^  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  noble  lord  to  involve  himself  in  such 
expense  ;  but  to  this  I  will  answer,  that  the 
Jtberat  nature  of  my  noble  friend  could  not 
bear  to  see  the  poor  emigrants,  by  whom  he 
was  surrounded^  starving  on  the  miserable 
allowance  that  they  drew  from  govt.  5  that 
his  expenses  were  incurred  in  feeding  and 
supporting  them,  and  ibat,  therefore,  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  his  fortune,  great 
as  it  was,  was  too  little  for  his  generous  and 
compassionate  mind.  I  do  not  wish  to  tres- 
pass longer  on  your  lordships*  attention  I 
am  aware  that  on  a  question  of  this  delicate 
nature  it  may  be  argued,  that  considerable 
confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  exertions 
and  intentions  of  the  executive  govt.  I 
frost,  my  lords,  I  am  as  little  averse  as  any  of 
you  from  entertaining  an  improper  distrust 
of  those  who  are  honoured  with  his  Majesty's 
confidence;  but  1  will  not,  through  the 
rashness  of  confidence^  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  country.  I  say,  my  lords,  as  the  great 
and  venerable  Earl  of  Chatham  did  formerly 
in  this  house;  ''confidence  Is  a  plant  of 
slow  growth  in  an  aged  bosom."  I  shall  not 
occupy  any  moreof  your  lordships'  time,  but 
move,  '*  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
provide  for  tlie  defence  of  the  country,  and 
for  inqoiring  into  the  preparations  that  have 
been  made  to  meet  the  menaced  danger.*' 

Lord  Hawkesbury, ^My  lords,  I  shall  oc- 
copy  but  a  very  small  poriion  of  your  time, 
which,  I  conceive,  would  be  much  better 
employed  in  discussing  and  perfecting  that 
bill  which  forms  part  of  our  national  de- 
fence,  and  the  adjourned  consideration  of 
which  is  fixed  for  this  day.  If  the  noble 
lord  had  urged  one  single  reason  to  justify 
the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  as  he 
has  moved  for,  I  should  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  state  at  large,  to  your  lordships,  my 
reasons  for  opposing  his  motion,  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  have  formed  my  con- 
viction, that  a  parliamentary  committee  is 
Dot  the  most  practicable  mode  of  obtaining 
those  results  the  noble  earl  seems  to  aim  a:. 
Thar  military  defence  of  the  country  has 
been  entrusted,  by  a  competent  power,  to 
the  care  of  the  commander  in  chief  5  and  if 
lie  be  goilty  of  misconduct,  he  is  as  liable  to 
censure  and  removal  as  any  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers.  He  is  responsible  for  his 
conduct^  and  may  be  called  to  account  for 
it.  lam  persuaded  the  iHustrious  person 
who  fills  thai  office  doer,  and  will  always 
•VaU  himself  of  the  advice  and  experience  of 


those  whom  he  supposei  most  compdcint  to 
give  him  InfiDTmatton,  and,  I  conceive  it 
Would  neither  be  prudent  or  decorous  in  pat* 
liament  to  intcrfert,  etcept  upon  very  ex- 
traordinanr  and  unexpected  circumstancea 
fndeed.  I  must  therefore,  my  lords,  give 
my  negative  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl, 
for  the  reasons  I  have  before  stated,  that  he 
has  made  out  no  case,  and  that  he  has  at-* 
signed  no  good  grouiids  for  the  appointment 
of  such  a  committee. — ^The  questloo  was 
then  put  and  negatived. 

fVoLUWTEER    CoNSOLlDATtON   Bttt.^ 

— ^The  house  resolved  into  a  committee  on 
this  bill.  On  the  clause  which  requires 
commanding  oflScers  to  give  certificates  to 
volunteers  on  their  chatfging  residende  and 
entering  into  other  corps,  liOrd  Grenville 
moved  an  amendment}  the  eflTect  of  which 
was,  to  make  the  granting  of  such  certifi* 
cates  a  matter  of  discretion.  The  amende 
ment  was,  however,  negatived  on  a  division, 
35  to  7*^Tbe  clause  which  places  drun^ 
mers,  buglemen,  farriers,  &c.  receiving  pay^ 
under  military  law,  gave  rise  to  a  discussion 
of  some  length.  It  was  proposed  that  otnljr 
those  paid  by  tlie  publt^r  skodld  be  liable  to 
the  mutiny  act,  and  on  this  account  Lord 
Grenville  moved  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  receiving  pay,"  the  words  *'  from  his  Ma^ 
jesty."  On  this  motion  their  lofd<)hips  also 
divided,  against  the  amendment  42,  for  it 
tl.— Several  verbal  amendments  were  made 
in  the  biil^  and  the  coosideratioD  of  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Lord  Grsuville,  tc* 
lative  td  the  regulations  of  volunteer  oorps, 
was  adjourned.  Lord  Walsinghsm  then  re- 
ported progress^  and  the  house  adjoomad  to 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  CXmMONS. 
Tuefdajy  Jpril  If},  1804. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  bill  for  the  improve* 
ment  of  the  toiyn  and  docks  of  Liverpool 
was  read  a  second  time,  00  the  motion  of 
Gen.  Tavleton,  and  ordered  to  be  committed; 
—Sir  J.  Anderson  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  Temple*Bar 
and  Cornhill.  Th^  amendments  were  agreed 
tQ,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed.*--' 
Mr.  Dickens,  from  the  office  of  the  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland,  presented^  at  the  bar^ 
copies  of  all  orders  from  his  Majestjr's  ex- 
chequer in  Ireland,  afilecdng  the  half-pay  of 
officers  on  the  half-pay  of  the  Irish  estabfi^- 
ment,  resident  in  Great-Britain  since  tbo 
union.  Ordered  to  he  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed^^Mr.  J.  H.Brown  presented  at 
the  bar,  the  Report  of  the.  oommHtee  ap- 
pointed under  an  act  of  padiament  for  €on« 
C  2 
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dtictrng^'tlie^  inland  navigatloD  ^betwoen  the* 
eastern  ao4  westcf a  seas,  from  Inverness  to 
Fort  WiUtam  in  Scotland.    The  report  was 
ordered  to-be  prioted^  and  taken  into  con- 
sideration -on  Friday  se'imight.—Mr.  Corry 
postponed  ht9 -motion,  relative  to  the  circu'- 
lating  com  in  Ireland  to  Thorsday  next. 
;  XBaRRagks.] — Adfmral  Bakeleyy    seeing 
Ibe  Sec.  at  Wiar  in  his  place,  stated,  that 
tiwrewere  cerHiin  papers  connected  with 
tliat  right,  bon,  gent.'«  department,  which 
he  wished  to  move  for.     After  somere- 
ftiarks,  he  accordingly  moved,  that  there  be 
presented  to  the  hpuse,   1.  A  <?opy  of  the 
QOQtracts  entered  iotp  .between  the  sevciral 
boikkrs   and-  die    barrack*master  general, 
t.'  An  accoQDt^of  the  respective  periods  at 
which  the  Several  barracks  wcrei  tp  be  com- 
pflet^d,  and  what  pen^ties  were  annexed  to 
the.^aon  fhlfilmentof  s^ch  engagements.  ^  3. 
Copies  of  (he  €ertifi<;^t<s  .granted  to  con* 
tractorl,  shewing  the- barracks  to  be  in  that 
state  .of  readiness  as  to  eotitle  them  to  pay- 
mentis  : 4*  An  accQunt  of  the  several  bar- 
mki,  with  the  number  of.  men  -and  horses 
they  wete  fit  to.  accommodate  in  tbe  posses- 
tioa.of^orernment  at  the  peace  of  Amiens^ 
Abtilgnishmg  sucb  a$  were-hired. 
t'TkC',6aretafy  of  War  stated,  that  thougl^ 
tiid'bonl  admlnri  bad  been  kind  enough  to 
•beflfvji^im  the^.  motion  several  days  ago,  he 
eooM  not  discover  any  oec^ity  for  such 
piper?.    .The  bca.  gent,  had   brought  for- 
ward^his  motion -from  ari  idea,  that  the  ex- 
penses ofrthe  barrack  department  had  been 
esttraordindry,  without  re^Uecting  that  ex- 
UBordiiiary  exertion^  njquired  extraordinary 
eatjiBiiieB.    As*  to  tho  first- paper  moved  for, 
he  eould  see  no  good  purpose  its  production- 
could  serxti,  as  an^ccount  of  tbe  same  na-^ 
ture  had  been,  in  fact^  already  before  the 
house,  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made 
isome  time  ago,  and  asNno  returh  can  be 
XDade  on  this  subjeqt  diO^rent  from  ttiat  al- 
ready in  possession  of  the  house.  He  had  no 
objection, .  however  to  produce  a  copy  of  the 
Wde  qf  the  certificates,   and  begged  the 
|iQn>  gent,  to  recollect  in  general  that  at  the 
pe^»  of  Amiens,  somQ  of  tbe  barrac);^  were 
4old>  and  some  had  been  oi^ly  hired  during 
the  war- 

J  Admiral  Berkeley  coqtended^  that  all  that 
bad  been  laid  before  the  hoiise  respecting 
thebarrack  contracts  had  been  extracts  only, 
>fhereas  his  object  was  to  see  the  contracts 
themselves,  which  in  his  apprehension  had 
be^n  so  ill  digested,  and  whether  or  not 
there  were  any  penalties  attached  to  them. 
FroJn  the  experience  he  had  had  in  a  certain 
board,  contracts  ofthisdescriptfou  ought  al- 
wayji  to  .he  accompanied  with  penalties. 


He  wished  onlv  to  see  if  the  barrack  boar4 
had  made  such  contracts  as  Ihey  ought  to 
make. 

The  Secretary  at  ^^^  admitted  that  there 
were  no  penalties  in  any  of  the  contracts  in 
question  j  but  at  the  same  time  contended, 
that  no  board  had  ever  more  eontroul  over 
the  contractors,  than  the  barrack  board, 
which  rendered  such  penalties  unnecessary. 
If  the  hon.  Admiral  would  move  the  pro- 
duction of  any  individual  contract,  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  motion. 

Admiral  Berkeley  then  moved,  instead  of 
the  first  paper,  for  a  copy  of  the  contract 
entered  into  on  July  the  26th,  1803,  between 
T.  Neil  and  the  barrack-master  general 
for  the  barrack  of  Chichester.  The  hon. 
Admiral  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
had  selected  that  one  from  no  particular  mo- 
tive, but  merely  as  ons  of  those  taken  no- 
iice  of  in  the  papers  alluded  to  by  th^  right 
hon.  Secretary,  and  being  in  his  own  vici- 
nity.—The  first  motion,  thus  amended,  was 
accordingly  passed.  The  second  motion 
passed  without  opposition.  The  third  also 
passed,  alter  receiving  an  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Sec.  at  War,  that  instead  uf 
loading  the  table  of  the  house  with  a  va- 
riety of  such  certificates,  ii  would  be  bet- 
ter thatB  copy  only  of  the  form  and  mode 
of  such  certificates  l^e  presented.  The 
fourth  motion  was  also  agreed  lo. 

[Irish  Militia  Offer  Bill,]  On 
the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  house  to  re- 
solve into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  offer  of  Irish  militia 
regiments  to  serve  in  Great  Britain,  being 
read^ 

Mr.  JFiUUm  Elliot  claimed  the  indul- 
gence of  the  house,  while  he  stated  briefly 
his  opinion  of  the  measure  before  it.  In 
whatever  view  he  considered  it,  he  could 
not  regard  it  but  as  an  impolitic,  imperfect, 
and  inadequate  measure.  l\\  point  of  po- 
licy, it  appeared  to  him  only  calculated  to 
remedy  a  defect  which  had  arisen  from  the 
miscionduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He 
recollected,  that  at  the  close  of  the  late 
war,  an  order  had  been  issued  by  the  adju- 
tant-general, for  discarding  not  embodying 
the  Irish  militia,  which  order  had  been 
san::tioned  by  his  Majesty's  crown  officers 
in  Ireland.  A  short  time  after,  however, 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  renew  the  mi- 
litia  establishment  in  that  country,  and  the 
measure  for  that  purpose  allowed  but  a 
bounty  of  two  guineas  per  man,  which 
proving  insufficient,  another  act  had  passed 
about  a  year  since,  enlarging  the  bounty  to 
four  guineas,  and  at  tiiat  time  the  bounty 
for  general  service  was  but  live  guineas* 
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He  and  bis  friends  had  on  that  occasion  op- 
posed the  measure^  on  the  grotiiid  tkat  it 
^'ould  annihilate  the  recruiting  for  the  At* 
my  in   Ireland,   and  recommended^  if  the 
militia  were  to  be  raised  by  botinttes«Iifce  ' 
fencibles,  to  take  their  services  accordinglj.  ' 
What  coaid  have  been  without  improprietj^ 
done  in  that  instance,  was  now  proposed  to 
be  done  when  it  would   be  a  breach  Of 
faith  and  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  militia.     It  had  been  then  stated,  that 
a  militia  was  the  natural  defenc?e  of  a  coun- 
try, and  that  Ireland  ouf^ht  to  have  a  force 
of  that  description.     The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  adverted,  too,  with  esi*- 
ultatioD,  to  the  gallant  exploits  of  thef  risll 
miiilia,  and  even  the  right  hon.  sec.  had 
stated,  on   a  late  occrrsion,  that  they  pos- 
sessed that  ttoncialant^  vfh'ich  peculiarly  suit^ 
ed  them  for  becoming  good  soldier^,   and, 
as  if  they  would  be  inefficient  in  Ireland, 
he  proposed  to  bring  them  to  this  country 
to  complete  their  education.      The   hon. 
gent,  then  stated,  that  his  objeciion  to.ihe 
measure  arose  chiefly  from  its  not  being 
taken  up  on  necessity,  and  in  this  view  he 
differed  with  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Cai?tle- 
.reagh);  because  the  necessity  might  consti- 
tute the  policy  of  a  measure,  he  could  ad- 
mit the  converse.     He  aUo  objected  to  it, 
because  it  would  place  the  men  Out  of  the 
circumstances  of  service   for  which   they 
had  entered,  and  introduce  a  system  of  de- 
liberation among  them  which  would  be  Sub- 
versive of  discipline.     Another  important 
topic  was,  that  the  offers,  though  perhaps 
spontaneous  in  some  instances,  were  not  so 
in  all;  and  that  many  Individuals  would  be 
dragged   into  the  offer  by   apprehensions 
from  their  comrades.     He  lamented  that 
the  only  instance  in  which  a  name  had  been 
inserted  in  the  lists  on  the  table  should  be 
with  respect  to  an  officer,  uho  had  refused 
to  volunteer,  and  he  contended  tliat  the 
officer  was  strictly  justifiable  in  limiting  his 
services  to  the  terms  of  his  original  en- 
gagement if  bethought  proper.     The  only 
argument  he  had  heard  like  an  argument 
was,  that  by  bringing  over  8  or  10,000  of 
the  Irish  militia  to   this  country,  the  saaie 
number  of  the  disposable  ibrce  would  be 
set  free;  but  he  contended,  that  it  was  no 
Jess  desirable  to  augment  the  dispKXsabte 
ibrce  in  Ireland.      With   what  view   the 
present  measure  had  been  resorted  to  he 
could  not  conceive.     He  remembered  that 
one  of  the  objections  against  the  union  had 
l^een,  that  it  would  iacrease  the  number  of 
^sentees  from  Ireland,  and  he  was  coii^ 
vinced  it  would  neither  be  politic  nor  just 
to  bring  o?er  so  great  a   proportion   of, 


the  magistrates  and  gents,  of  Ireland,  wt 
eomposed^  the  officers  of  such  a  number  of 
tiSiJitia  regiments,  widiout  sending  an  equal 
namber  of  oar  own  in  return  to  that  coun* 
try.  The  hon.  gent,  was  sure,  that  every 
militia  officer  ^ho  was  an  enemy  to  innova^ 
tion  in  the  constitution  of  that  force,  would 
oppose  a  measure  the  probable  effect  of 
which  would  induce  the  English  militia  to 
make  offers  in  return.  On  all  these  grounds 
he  felt  himself -called  upon  to  oppose  the 
measure,  because  it  was  not  founded  either 
on  expediency  or  necessity,  and  if  it  were 
to  be  adopted  at  all,  a  reciprocal  inter- 
changfe  of  s«i*vices  should:  be  established 
for  the  militia  of  both  oountries. 
•  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke said,  hehad listened 
with  considerable  attesition  to  the  speech  ei 
the  hon.  meit^ber,  but  had  not  been  fbrtu« 
nate  enou^  to  hear  from  him  any  thing  to 
convince  him  of  the  justice  of  the  ob}ec« 
tions  he  had  made  to  this  salutary  measure. 
He  adverted  to  the  state  of  the  country  at 
the  time  Admiral  Bruix  sailed  from  Tou- 
lon, when  it  was  not  accurately  knowu 
whether  the  French  fleet  was  destined  east- 
ward or  westward,  in  the  year  1799^  a 
period  when  the  danger  to  England  was  not 
certainly  so  great  as  to  Ireland,  or  as  it  is  at 
present.  Then  a  bill  was  passed  by  the 
Irish  parliament,  allowing  the  Irish  militia 
to  come  over  here.  Where  could  be  the 
consistency  of  the  hon.  member,  who  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament,  and 
held  a  high  situation  under  the  crown,  op- 
posing such  a  measure  as  the  present  at 
this  time  ?  But  still  more  strange  was  it,  to 
find  it  opposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  on, 
the  same  bench  (Mr.  Windham),  who  was 
then  actually  a  cabinet  minister.  He  should 
like  to  hear  such  apparent  inconsistency 
esplaii'>€d.  He  wished  shortly  to  stae  his 
-view  of  the  subject.  He  had  before  stated 
to  the  house,  that  this  measure  was  a  part 
of  a  general  plan,  all  of  which  was  not  now 
before  the  house,  for  augmenting  tlie  dis- 
posable military  force  of  the  country.  If 
this  force  were  brought  over  here,  we  set 
free  so  many  regular  troops  for  such  services 
as  might  be  required  of  them.  The  origi- 
nal principle  of  the  militia,  on  which  so 
•much  was  said,  had  in  the  last  war  been  in 
two  instances  departed  from,  both  with  the 
English  and  with  the  Irish  militia.  Theite 
was  no  wish,  in  any  degree,  to  decrease 
the  efficient  force  of  Ireland.  If  8  or 
10,000  militia  were  brought  away,  theip 
place  could  be  supplied  by  an  equal  num- 
ber of  *lroop8  from  hence.  For  instance, 
he  would  mention  the  troops  of  the  arcfi/ 
of  reserve,  and  also  by   the  augmenta.tia  1 
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of  the  Irish  militia  in  the  same  proportioli 
as  they  may  havje  been  reduced.  He  could 
very  easily  see  that  the  danger  of  Ireland 
was  great,  and  might  be  greater;  but  ke 
coald  also  see,  that*  in  certain  caiei»  the 
danger  of  G.  Britain  might  still  be  greater. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  spoken  of  the  disband* 
ing  tlie  Irish  militia  with  seeming  displea* 
sure,  but  he  should  have  recollected,  that 
^rom  the  nature  of  their  diflf^^ent  terms  of 
service,  they  could  not  have  been  retained 
any  length  of  time.  When  he  spoke  of 
ministers  coming  to  parliament  to  revive  the 
militia,  he  had  sppken  in  terms  tending  to 
shew  himself,  if  not  unfriendly  to  the  mi- 
litia, at  least  as  considering  a  militia  a  bad 
svstem  for  defence.  But  his  objections  to 
tne  amount  of  bounties  to  the  militia  were 
not  effectual,  for  the  bounty  of  two  guineas 
<was  in  the  first  bill  in  Sept.  i802f  out  the 
four  guineas  were  not  given  till  Sept.  1803, 
after  the  King's  message,  when  symptoms 
of  war  appeared,  and  when  the  war  bounty 
was  announced.  But  then  he  had  accused 
ministers  of  breaking  through  a  constitu* 
tional  principle  of  the  militia.  Now,  when 
the  Irish  militia  was  revived,  there  was  no 
kind  of  question  about  bringing  them  over 
here,  and  therefore  no  breaking  in  uponapy 
constitutional  principle  whatever  in  that 
measure.  But*  the  measure  now  submitted 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  noble  and  spon- 
taneous oflfers  of  the  n^iRtia  themselves.  He 
must  think  that  it  was  infinitely  better  not 
tp  have  interfered  at  all  with  this  sub)ect  at 
the  revival  of  the  Irish  militia,  but  to  leave 
the  spirit  of  loyalty,  of  patriotism,  and  of 
bravery,  to  the  spur  and  exigency  of  the 
times,  more  particularly  as  our  force  was 
of  a  nature  and  coi;isitution  so  different  from 
that  of  the  continental  powers.  But  the 
hon.  member  accused  administration  of  a 
great  inconsistency,  in. saying  the  Irish, mi- 
litia was  an  admirable  force,  and  afterwards 
not  considering  them  as  a  fit  force  in  their 
own  country.  Who  had  ever  said  so? 
which  of  his  Majesty's  ministers?  none  that 
he  had  heard.  He  was  surprised,  there- 
fore, to  hear  it  asserted.  The  truth  was, 
the  Irish  militia  were  excellent  in  either 
country,  equally  good  in  both.  The^  had 
now  testified,  in  a  marked  manner,  thejr  vo» 
luntary  zeal,  and  he  was  confident,  whereso- 
ever they  were,  they  would  be  found  con- 
stantly to  do  their  duty  against  an  enemy, 
and  would  yield  to  no  other  troops  in  the 
.essential  and  constituent  qualities  of  brave 
soldiers.  The  hon.  member  had  said  a  good 
deal  about  an  over-ruling  necessity,  the 
first  offer  from  the^English  militia  to  go  over 
to  Ireland^  being  during  the  iebcUion  in 


the  sister  island,  and  the  threat  of  a  French 
invasion  being  very  strongs  AW  this  was 
true*  It  was  aU  very  good  so  far;  but,  in 
point  of  fiict,  this  act  was  continued  long 
afterwards,  and  acted  upon  too  }  for  many 
regiments  were  sent  there,  when  this  over- 
ruling neceiisity  had  actually  ceased.  Upon 
that  principle  of  an  over-ruting  necessity  to 
justify  the  transferring  of  the  militia,  not 
another  regiment  should  have  been  sent,  af- 
ter it  was  clearly  ascertained  that  the  French 
fieet  had  gone  up  the  Mediterranean,  and 
Ireland  was  consequently  placed  in  a  situa- 
tiu;;,  comparatively  so,  bsuch  less  danger- 
ous. But  when  the  Irish  parliament  pas- 
sed the  act,  there  was,  in  fact,  no  »uch  thing 
as  an  over-ruling  necessity.  He  could  not 
understand  what  was  meant  by  the  objec- 
tions raised  to  the  receiving  voluntary  o^ers 
from  the  militia,  on  the  score  of  delibera- 
tion. He  could  not  see  that  there  was  any  * 
sort  of  dangerous  deliberation  or  discussion 
whatever.  Was  it  reckoned  a  dangeroiw 
system  of  deliberation,  when  the  captain  of 
a  company  called  on  his  men  to  ask  them 
concerning  the  stoppage  of  their  pay,  or 
matters  of  that  kind,  for  particular  pur^ 
poses  ?  fiutj  if  this  was  so  dreadful  a  thing, 
how  did  ic  apply  during  last  war  ?  What 
was  the  case  with  those  corps  who  volun- 
teered from  limited  to  general  service? 
What  was  it  with  the  20th  regiment  ?  What 
with  the  40th,  which  did  so  much  in  Egypt 
under  Colonel  Spencer  ?  What  with  the 
ancient  Irish  fencibles,  and  various  other 
corps,  who  had  distinguished  themselves, 
but  who  had  never  been  considered  as  im- 
paired by  their  volunteering,  which  gents. 
chose  to  consider  a  mode  oi  dangerous  de- 
liberation ?  What  could  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr*  Windham)  say  to  all  these  instances, 
which  happened  when  he  was  in  oiiice,  and 
wbi^h  were  the  precedents,  and  very  excel- 
lent precedents  too,  for  ministers  now; 
precedents  of  the  right  hon.  gent'5»  own 
making  ?  There  most  be  a  strange  incon- 
si;>tency,  which  he  should  like  to  have  ex- 
plained, as  he  had  a  great  respect  for  every 
thing  that  fell  fro|n  that  right  hon.  gent. 
The  hon.  member  had  stated  that  this  waa 
not  altogether  a  spontaneous  meast^re.  On 
the  pare  of  some  individuals  offering,  il 
mi|^ht,  perhaps,  be  possible  to  raiae  such  aa 
objection.  £ven  in  that  house  of  parlia- 
ment, he  supposed  that  those  gents,  who  vo- 
ted together  on  a  particular  question,  did 
not  all  vote  from  the  same  reason,  or  exact* 
ly  upon  the  same  principle.  The  hon .  gent» 
Bad  asked  what  view  govL  had  in  this  mea- 
sure, vsrhether  they  adopted  it  for  the  mo- 
meat,  or  with  some  larger  view>  such  as^ 
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making  it  a  reciprocal  afair?  In  answ^  to 
thb  lust  point,  be  coald  only  say^  that  no 
such  idea  was  entertained  by  mint<rters,  and 
no  such  question  was,  in  factj  before  the 
house.  Two  regiments,  indeed,  had  made 
8och  vr)luntary  offer,  but  there  was  no  such 
plan  in  the  view  of  govt.  But,  if  the  over-* 
roling  necessity  spoken  of  should  occur 
tMLin,  by  another  cruel,  bloody^  and  terri« 
hh  rebellion  in  Ireland,  aided  by  French 
power,  then  certainly  govt,  would  feel  jus- 
tified in  resorting  to  such  a  measure  for 
saving  that  bright  jewel  of  the  British  crown. 
But  he  thought  the  Irish  militia  were  now 
making  a  return  to  that  of  England,  for 
what  they  had  done  for  Ireland  in  the  hour 
of  danger  and  distress.  In  that  gallantry 
he  saw  nothing  but  what  he  should  have  ex- 
pected from  their  characteristic  loyalty.  He 
had  wished  to  go  through  the  principal  points 
of  objection  that  had  been  urged  to  this  mea<*> 
sure,  and  could  only  say,  that  fts  a  militia 
officer  himself,  he  saw  nothing  to  object  to 
in  it,  but  ^reat  advantages  accruing,  as  it 
must  be  admitted  that  U.  Britain  was  in  as 
great  danger  as  Ireland  from  the  conmion 
enemy  of  them  both. 

Coionel  Calcraft  was  desirous  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  present  occasion,  and  had  felt 
anxious  to  catch  the  speaker's  eye  imme-^ 
d\2ki€ij  after  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  Though  he  agreed  with  ihat 
right  hon.  gent,  in  two  or  three  points,  he 
could  not  admit  that  the  arguments  he  had 
used  had  reconciled  him  to  what  he  looked 
upon  as  a  breach  of  the  fundamental  consti- 
tution oi  the  militia  force.  If  an  over-ruling 
necessity  existed,  he  was  sure  there  would  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  in  the  house.  But 
it  had  been  said,  that  the  offers  of  (he  Irish 
miliiia  were  in  payment  of  the  debt  of  grar 
til  ode  which  they  owed  this  country  for  the 
services  of  the  English  militia ;  he  contend- 
ed that  these  debts,  when  paid,  wou'd  in- 
volve the  English  nulitia  in  a  similar  offer  ia 
return.  The  question  was  not  justifiable  on 
constitutional  grounds^  nor  on  the  grounds 
of  policy  or  expediency.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  passed  over  the  constitutional  con- 
sideration of  the  question  altogether.  If  he 
had  looked  into  the  preamble  of  the  militia 
acts,  he  would  tind  it  there  stated,  that  ii  was 
expedient  to  keep  op  within  the  realm  a  well 
ordered  and  well  disciplined  militia.  If  the 
icrvice  was  to  be  altered  so  as  to  prevent  the 
gentlemen  of  property  from  entering  into  it, 
|t>e  militia  could  not  be  well  ordered,  and  if 
tile  militia  should  be  made  a  deliberative 
fcody,  it  cotild  not  be  well  disciplined. 
This  had  taken  place  already  with  respect  to 
•ae  part  of  the  ouJitary  force  of  tlie  country, 


the  volunteers,  and  he  trusted  it  would  not 
be  extended  to  the  rest  of  it.  He  itaaintain«« 
ed,  that  it  was  a  degrading  situation  for  ao 
officer  to  bc^  placed  in,  to  assemble  his  men 
about  him,  and  ask  them,  however  noble  hia 
object^  whether  they  shovdd  be  disposed  ta 
engage  in  a  particular  service  with  him.  He 
was  of  ofnnioQ,  that,  unless  the  service  should 
be  reciprocal,  the  service  of  the  nulitia  of 
either  country  should  be  kept  out  of  si^^t  of 
the  other,  though^  in  an  extrenae  case,  it 
mi^t  net  be  so.  If  a  landing  of  the  enem^ 
should  unfortunately  take  place  here^  and 
there  should  be  no  attempt  on  that  coantry 
nor  probability  of  attack,  it  would,  in  such  a 
ease,  be  justifiable  to  lirii>g  the  militia  over^ 
It  was  the  opinion  of  militaty  men  of  expe« 
rience,  that  militia  regiments  would  be  nipre 
effectually  employed  in  their  own  counties 
than  out  of  them,  because  they  would  be 
more  warmly  assisted  by  their  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  case  of  actual  danger,  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  a  military  ofiScer  in 
one  of  the  maritime  districts,  kept  as  many 
of  the  militia  regiments  in  their  counties  as 
could  conveniently  be  done.  There  was  no 
comparison  between  the  present  period  and 
J 796*  when  a  rebellion  raged  in  Ireland;  a 
French  force  had  landed  there,  and  an  ex« 
hausted  army  in  this  country  precluded  the 
means  of  reinforcing  the  troops  in  that  coun- 
try in  an^  other  ftianncr  than  by  accepting 
the  offers  of  the  militia  regiments.  Though 
he  had  been  one  of  those  who  had  volun- 
teered on  that  occasion,  yet,  finding  it  now 
used  as  a  precedent,  he  believed  it  had  been 
wiser  to  attach  the  individuals  who  volun- 
teered from  the  militia  to  old  regular  regi- 
ments, as  had  been  then  recommended  by 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  violation  of  the 
militia  constitution.  He  was  ready  to  allow 
every  credit  to  the  loyalty,  the  patriotism, 
and  good  intentions  of  the  gentlrmen  of  the 
Irish  militia,  who  had  offered  their  services 
in  the  present  instance  5  and  he  trusted  they 
would  attribute  the  same  motives  to  him  and 
those  who  opposed  the  present  measure.  The 
militia  wa^  raised  6n  the  landed  property  of 
the  country  J  and,  if  the  present  offers  should 
be  accepted,  the  cooseqnctice  would  be,  that 
the  landed  gentlemen  of  Ireland  would  be 
obliged  to  provide  for  8,000  or  10,000  after 
having  raised  18,000,  which  had  been  look- 
ed upon  as  a  just  proportion  for  the  country. 
If  the  object  was  to  augment  the  force  of 
the  country,  it  ought  to  be  done  generally, 
not  in  the  Irish  militia  in  particiilar.  There 
Was  no  question  of  the  loyalty  and  eflficiency 
of  the  Irish  militia,  but  he  could  not  see  why 
10,000  of  them  were  to  be  removed,  if  (q 
be  replaced  by  so  many  from  the  drmv  of 
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veservej  of  nearly  the  same  state  of  disciv 
pline.  The  augmentatioD,  though  that, 
question  was  oot  properly  before  the  house^. 
KVQuld  raise  a  competition  against  the  6  new 
batulions  to  be  raised  in  Ireland.  The  hon. 
gent,  who  had  opened  the  debate^  had  alluded 
to  the  ill  consequence  of  taking  so  many  of 
the  gentlemen  of  property  from  Ireland,  as 
should  come  over  with  their  regiments^  and 
the  same  observation  would  apply  to  English 
gentlemen.  The  right .  hon.  gent,  had 
stated,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  govt^ 
to  weaken  the  military  force  in  Ireland,  for 
that  if  10,000  were  to;  he  withdrawn  from 
it,  a  like  number  was  to  be  sent  over  in 
their  place.  He  would  ask  them,  what  was 
to  be  gained  but  a  breach  of  the  great  con- 
stitotional  principle  on  which  the  militia  was 
formed  ?,  When  in.  1802  the  interchange  of 
the  service  of  the  militia  of  both  countries 
had  been  agitated>  the  house  had  decided, 
that  they  should  be  confined  to  4he  respec- 
tive countries.  If  ministers  wished  to  get 
lid  of  the  militia  altogether,  they  ought  to 
say  so,  and  not  keep  it  hanging  over  gen- 
llemeoi  that  if  they  should  not  join  in  an  of- 
fer of  service  at  some  future  period,  they- 
should  be  told  they  were  ungrateful.  The 
constitution  of  the  militia  should  not  be 
trenched  upon  by  a  side  wind,  nor  in  a  col- 
lateral manner.  As  to  the  offers  of  the  Irish 
militia  in  lygg,  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  had  quoted  as  a  precedent,  they  were 
only  a  return  for  the  service?  of  the  English 
militia  j  but  this  measure  would  go  to  over- 
turn thfi^whole  system,  by  laying  the  English 
militia  under  an  obligation  of  making  other 
offers  in  return  for  those  now  made.  If  tny 
ground  of  necessity  or  expediency  had  been 
laid  for  "the  bill,  he  should  no|;  have  op- 
posed it,  but  contemplating  it  under  the  un- 
^vourable  consequences  which  appeared  to 
him  likely  to  result  from  it,  he  should  op- 
pose  the  speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Alexandf  was  happy  to  hear  the 
question  argued  on  constitutional  grounds 
vhh  the  fairness  and  candour  with  which 
the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
treated  it.  He  was  particularly  gratified  at 
his  having  taken  it  up  in  that  view,  because 
the  measure  had  been  charged  from  another 
quarter  as  a  consequence  of  the  incapacity  of 
his  Majesty's  govt.;  and  he, must  say,  that 
the  allegations  of  incapacity  were  much  too 
frequently  employed,  as  well  tha.t  there  was 
no  description  of  force  provided  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  militia,  reserve,  volun- 
teers, &c.  that  had  not  been  degraded  by  ths 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  adverted  to 
by  gentlemen.  He  thought  that  on  every 
ground  ef  public  policy,  the  offers  of  the 


Irish  militia  ought  to  be  accepted,  as  it  ap«-^ 
peared  to  him  xhat  no  opportunity  should  be 
omitted  for  augmenting  the  disposable  force 
in  this  country.  If  Ireland  were  the  object 
of  the  enemy,  it  could  only  be  attacked  from 
Brest,  or  some  of  the  ports  of  Holland,  but 
not  by  any  part  of  the  great  Boulogne  flotilla* 
He  contended,  that,  in  a  constitutional  point 
of  view,  nothing  could  be  brought  ipto  pre- 
cedent that  should  not  be  sanctioned  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature,  and  that  the  le^ 
gislaturc  of  the  day  would  always  guard 
against  any  injury  that  might  be  apprehended 
from  the  influence  of  the  precedent  not  jus-> 
tified  by  circumstaffcses.  As  to  the  observa- 
tion, that  this  measure  would  convert  the  mi- 
litia .into  a  deliberative  body,  he  contended 
that  it  was  unfounded,  because  as  soon  as  the 
act  was  over,  the  deliberation  ceased,  and  aix 
individual  act  constituted  no  system.  If  the 
time  should  arrive  that  Ireland  should  be  at-% 
tacked,  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  not 
a  man  in  England  who  would  not  willingly 
shed  his  blood  in  its  defence.  The  hon. 
gent,  then  adverted  to  the  number  of  ship- 
ping and  convenience  of  ports  in  England 
for  conveying  a  disposable  forCe  to  any  fo- 
reign destination,  and  concluded  with  giving 
his  support  to  the  motion  for  the  speaker  a 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Bankes  could  not  but  consider  the 
present  measure  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant subjects  that  could  arrest  the  attention 
of  the  legislature.  It  was  a  direct  infringe- 
ment of  the  militia  system,  and  was  resorted 
to,  in  his  mind,  without  any  necessity  to  jus- 
tify it.  If  we  ceased  to  adliere  to  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  that  system  was  founded,, 
we  might  be  found  to  act  without  the  guid- 
ance of  any  principle  at  all,  and  we  might 
soon  be  hurried  into  a  stream  which  we 
should  be  unable  to  resist,  and  by  which  we 
might  be  carried  to  incalculable  extremities. 
It  was  only  the  extrcniely  perilous  and  unna«^ 
tural  state  in  which  Ireland  was  placed  in 
1798>  that  could  by  any  means  permit  us  to 
overlook  those  principles  which  before  had 
uniformly  been  held  sacred.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  present  bill  ?  It  goes  to*  take 
away  from  Ireland,  the  most  vulnerable  part 
of  the  countiy,  10,000  men  of  its  best  dis- 
ciplined force,  and  of  that  species  of  force 
which  it  is  least  able  to  spare.  So  far  the 
plan  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  novel  and 
surprising.  Both  countries  may  be  in  real 
danger  j  but  it  is  universally  acknowledged 
that  Ireland  is  in  ten  times  more  danger  tlian 
G.  Britain.  Were  that  not  the  case,  whyi 
should  we  be  so  lavish  of  our  panegyric  on 
the  patience;  the  perseverance,  and  the  in- 
trepidity of  our  blockadiiig  fore^  upd^r  Adin» 
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Comwalltsv  anless  we  were  sore  that  to  his 
.vigrhfice  id  preventing  the  sailing  of  the 
Brest  fleet^  the  safety  of  Ireland  is  chiefiy  to 
be  ascribed?  But  Wf  are  told,  that  if  this 
force  be  taken  away  from  Ireland,  it  is  to  be 
l^upplicd  bv  a f pother 5  and  by  what  other? 
By  a  p6rtioa  of  tbe  atmy  of  reserve.  Can 
that  be  regarded  as  an*  effectual  supply? 
Sarely  not.  For  tie  one  you  take  must  be 
coaic^d  to  be  of  superior  disciph'ne.  In- 
^deed,  the  wbole  of  the  business  ^eeihs  so 
unaccountable  to  common  reason,  that  mi- 
nisters muA  be  supposed  to  have  spme  pri- 
vate motives  for  their  conduct,  which  they 
are  anwilling  to  disclose,  xhey  surety  would 
not  openly  Wolate  the  militia  laws,  were  it 
not  that  they  intended  to  introduce  for  all 
times  and  occasions  a  reciprocation  of  the 
services  of  the  militia  oif  both  countries. 
^Thii  nmtual  interchange  of  servibes  could 
not,  however,  be  placed  on  the  ^me  ground. 
l*be  militia  of  Ireland  was  raised  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing  from  that^  oif  England.  The 
latter  was  raised  by  ballot ;  the  former  by 
boantiesy  and,  conseonentlyj  might  be  more 
manageable.  As  to  me  voluntary  offers  said 
to  be  made  here  and  in  Ireland,  they  deserv- 
ed any  thing  but  the  name  of  voluntary. 
On  the  part  oif  the  officers,  the  offer  might 
arise  at  tbe  moment  from  d  s^nseof  duty,  or 
a  point  of  honour }  but  it  should  n^ver  be 
ascribed  to  spontaneous  and  unprompled%la- 
crity.  The  direct  contrary  was  well  known 
to  be  the  fact.  Indeed,  whether  the  offer 
came  from  the  officers  or  the  met),  it  was 
equally  objectionable.  On  the  part  of  tbe 
officers  it  might  be  suggested  by  anibttious 
views,  or  a  wish  to  ingratiate  themselves 
with  persons  in  power.  If  it  came  from  the 
men,  the  danger  attending  it  would  be  ten- 
fold greater,  and  would  involve  all  the  in- 
conveniencies  and  confusion  that  must  arise 
from  military  men  erecting  themselves  into 
deliberative  bodies.  Over  such  men,  fired 
by  the  zeal  and  spirit  with  which  declaimers 
amongst  them  might  then  be  naturally  ac- 
tuated, what  authority  could  officers  retain 
and  exercise  ?  The  services  of  the  English 
militia  may  soon  be  called  for  under  the 
same  prctecice  of  a  voluntary  offer  j  nor  will 
it  stick  there.  Ihe  same  mode  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  volunteers.  The  exuberant  zeal 
of  some  of  the  corps  may  suggest  the  offer, 
and  advantage  migtit  soon  be  takdn  of  such 
ao  example,  it  uo  discrimination  was  to 
be  made  in  these  offers  of  voluntary  service, 
where  conld  they  be  conceived  to  stop  ?  The 
£ital  tendency  of  such  an  example,  he  tru  t- 
•d»  tiie  wisdom  and  caution  of  the  house 
yifqali  reasonably  provide  against,  and  not 
permit  them  to  be  so  easily  Mrorked  upon  as 
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they  were  in  the  year  1798.  They  should 
recollect,  that  permitting  innovations  of  this 
nature,  piust  render  a  l^ervice,  easy  and  ac- 
ceptable in  its  origin,  grievous, and  oppres- 
sive by  an  abuse  or  inifringemeot  of  its  prin- 
ciples,' and  that  tbe  operations  of  it  must 
prove  of  Snch  personal  inconvenience  and 
national  detriment,  that  it  is  enough  to  dis- 
solve and  disorganize  the  whole  militia  ser- 
vice. There  weie  other  and  more  effectual 
modes  of  raising  the  force  required :  they  ^ 
might  indeed  require  something  of  more 
expe:nic.  But,  under  the  present  circum- 
stanicesof  the  country,  atriiSing  addition  of 
expense  should  not  be  attended  toj  we 
si^ould  no  doubt  be  grateful  for  the  gallant 
offer  which  the  zeal  of  the  Irish  militia  has 
prompted  them  to  make  j  but  the  prudence 
of  pariiament  should  dictate  something  more 
to  be  relied  upon  than  such  temporary  and 
occasional  expedients. 

The  Hon.  (7*  H»  Hutcbinson,  after  a  few 
introductory  observatipns,  proceeded  to  state 
the  grounds  on  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
support  the  bill,  tie  should  support  it  as  a 
measure  which  could  not  fail  to  have  the 
bappiest  effects  on  the  situation  of  Ireland. 
He  wished,  however,  to  state  distinctly  to 
the  house,  the  groimds  on  which  this  opinion 
was  founded.  It  was  from  an  idea  that  the 
interests  of  all  ranks  of  the  community  in 
Ireland  would  be  benefitted  by  the  measure, 
that  he  was  determined  to  vote  for  it  on  tlie 
present  occasion.,  The  manufacturers  and 
agricultural  peasants  of  Ireland,  would,  by 
coming  to  this  country,  have  an  opportuni^ 
of  contemplating  the  happiness  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  lower  orders,  anJ  would 
be  prompted  to  emulate  and  to  cultivate 
those  habits  from  wliich  this  happiness  and 
comfort  proceeded.  They  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  observing  in  how  many  rie- 
spects  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the 
united  empire^  excelled  those  of  a  similar 
description  in  Ireland )  and  ii  was  not  to  be 
denied  tbat  the  circumstances  of  superiority 
were  various,  and,  from  such  a  review,  they 
would  see  the  propriety  of  acting  on  the 
principles  by  which  this  superiority  was 
procured.  They  would  learn  to  appreciatb 
the  value  of  husbanding  their  time,  and 
would  see  the  advantage  of  pursuing  that 
system  of  habitual  industry  which,  in  this 
country,  was  the  distmguishing  feature  of 
the  lowest,  in  Common  with  the  highest 
ranks  in  society.  The  advantages  arising 
from  union  of  public  sentiment,  would  ooc 
fail  to  exc'te  their  attention,  an«l,  from  the 
comparison  which  mu<5f  an«c  in  their  minds, 
it  was  nattural  to  anticipate  the  most  im- 
portant alteration  of  zuitional  opinion  on  tlieit 
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return  to  their  native  land.     Respect  for  the 
people  of*  this  country  would  necessarily  be 
created,  and  a  degree  of  affection  would  be 
contracted  which,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  empire,  could   not  possibly 
exist.     It  would  be  seen  that  they  came  in- 
to a  country  where  they  were  received  as 
fellow  citizens,  as  sharers  of  the  same  con- 
stitutional   privileges    and  political  rights. 
The  consequence  of  such  an  interchange  of 
opinions  was  obvious.    It  was,  more  than 
any  other  circumstance,  calculated   to  de- 
*stroy  those  feelings  of  prejudice,  which  it 
was  80  material  to  eradicate.     They  would 
unlearn  much  of  that  misconception  which, 
from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  now  pre- 
vailed.    But,   above  all,   the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  the  measure  would  operate  id  shew- 
ing the  people  of  Ireland,  that  there  was  a 
great  distinction  to  be   made  betwixt  the 
feelings  of  this  country  at  large,  and  the  opi- 
nions and  system,  not  of  this  ministry  alonci 
but  of  any  cabinet  that  had  hitherto  been 
formed.      It  would  convince    them,    that 
'whatever  the  perversity  and  wickedness  of 
any  cabinet  might  be  .with  regard  to  Ireland, 
this  policy  was  not  countenanced  or  support- 
ed by  public  t)pinion.     Ministers  might  act 
on  narrow,  illiberal  principles,  but  the  sen- 
timents of  an  English  public  would  be  found 
to  be  candid,  liberal,  and  generous.     The 
*  militia   of  Ireland,  who  now  volunteered 
their  services  to  this  country,  would  leave 
it  with  the  impression  that  the  people  were 
not  partakers  in  the  persecuting  policy  of 
any  administration,  but  were  inspired  with 
;  every  wish  of  extending  to  all  parts  of  the 
empire'the  blessinga  of  unequitable  system 
of  govt.     But  this  was  not  the  only  view 
which  he  entertained  of  the  beneficial  con- 
sequences of  the  measure.     The  gents,  who 
w6re  to   command    thie    militia    regiments 
which  were  to  volunteer  their  services  to 
this  country,  would  likewise  learn  many  im- 
portant lessons   by  this  extension  of  tlieir 
services.     The  house  would  keep  in  view, 
that  they  were  principally  land-owners,  who 
necessarily  maintained  a  most  important  and 
'  interesting  relation  with  the  lower  orders  in 
Ireland.     He  entertained  a  hope  that  they 
would  feel  it  their  duty  to  compare  the  situ- 
ation of  the  tenantry  of  England  with  that 
of  the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  to  view  their  re- 
lative degrees  of  conifort  and  happiness,  and 
"  on  their  return  to  Ireland  employ  themselves 
in    introducing    the   improvements    which 
stich  a  review  would  naturally  suggest.  Such 
a  review  must  indeed  most  powerfully  im- 
press, on  the  mind  of  every  land- owner,  that 
'  his  real  interest  consisted,  not  in  tlie  number 
'of  pounds  which  he  was  enabled  to  put'into 


his  pocket,  but  in  the  general  diffusion  of 
that  domestic  enjoyment  which  rendered  the 
lower  orders  the  best  tenants^  as  well  as  thb 
most  valuable  members  of, society*    These 
were  the  general  principles  and  views  oa 
which  he  felt  himself  called  on  to  give  his 
support  to  the  bill.     But,  while  he  was  re- 
solved to  give  the  measure  his  support,  he 
begged  leave  to  add,  that  he  could  not  give 
this  support  tmconnected  with  certain  con- 
ditions.     He  would  be  sorry,,  indeed,    to 
think  that  an  offer  so  liberal  as  that  of  the 
Irish  militia,   should  be  received   without 
some  corresponding  return  of  liberality,  and 
even  justice,  on  tjie  part  of  this  country.    . 
The  present  was  a  moment  of  the  greatest 
interest  for  the  security  of  both  countries, 
and  when  it  was  considered  how  great  was 
the  armed  force  of  this  country,  Ireland  was 
not  to  be  deprived  of  a  large  proportion  of 
well  disciplined  troops,  without  receivjng  an 
equivalent  for  this  diminution  of  the  exist- 
ing means  of  defence.    This  was  not,  how- 
ever, the  only  point  of  view  in  which  the  - 
effects  of  the  measure  could  be  contemplated^ 
It  was  not  merely  the  armed  force  of  the 
privates  in  the  militia  regiments  volunteer- 
ing their  services  to  this  country,  that  Ire- 
land would  lose  by  the  measure.     As  he  had 
already  remarked,  the  great  majority  of  the 
ofijfers  were  land-owners,  whose  presence 
at  all  times  of  high  importance,  was  more 
especially  requisite  at  a  crisis  of  unparalleled 
difficulty  and  danger.     One  great  source  of 
the  present  unfortunate  state  of  Ireland  w^is, 
that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
country  gentlemen  resident  in  the  country. 
Of   this  description  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  the  services  were  of  the  highest  mo- 
ment to  the  interests  and  the  happiness  of 
the  lower  a^d  industrious  orders.     It  was 
their  peculiar  business  to  be  the  supporters 
of  the  poor  under  circumstances  of  distress, 
to  be  their  advisers  in  circumstances  of  dif- 
ficulty, to  be  their  patrons  and  protectors 
against  schemes  of  oppression.     One  great 
objection  against  the  union  was,  that  the 
residence  of  the  land-owners  would  be  dis- 
couraged. Whatever  advantages  might  arise 
from  the  union,  in  relation  to  the  general 
interests   of  the  empire,   this  was  an  evil 
which  had  materially  increased.  In  agreeing 
to  the  present  bill,  therefore,  he  could   not 
discharge  his^  duty  without  requiring  that, 
before  Ireland  should  be  deprived  of  the  re- 
sidence of  so  great  a  part  of  the  landed  in- 
terest, some  adequate  return  should  be  af- 
forded.    It  would  be  contrary  to  every  sen- 
timent of  justice,  as  well  as  every  feeling  of 
humanit}%  to  increase  in  Ireland  an  evil  al- 
ready so  Crying  and  so  enormous,  withoot 
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taking  precautions  to  prevent  its  further 
progress,  so  far  as  it  could  be  affected  by 
ihe  bill  now  before  the  house. — ^The  return 
then  which  he  asked  was,  that  a.  certain 
prop  ortion  of  the  militia  corps  of  this  coun- 
try should  be  sent  to  Ireland  in  the  room  of 
those  regiments  of  Irish  militia  which  had 
agreed  to  extend  their  services  to  tlVis  coun- 
try. He  was  not  inclined  to  deny,  that  in 
asking  this  exchange,  he  asked  for  a  return 
which »  by  many  members^  would  be  con- 
sidered as  of  the  highest  value.  It  was  cer- 
tainly asking  a  good  deal  of  the  officers  and 
privates  of  militia  corps  in  this  country,  to 
give  up  all  the  comforts  they  enjoyed  here 
ibr  the  purpose  of  volunteering  their  services 
to  Ireland.  In  this  case,  however,  it  was 
to  be  considered,  that  the  inconvenience 
was.  only  one  of  a  temporary  duration; 
whereas  the  union  of  the  two  countries  had 
placed  the  gents,  of  Ireland  under  incon- 
venicncies  which  were  permanent  in  th,eir 
duration.  He  would  put  it  to  the  candour 
of  the  house,  whether  Irish  gents,  were  not 
labouring  under  a  very  considerable  incon- 
venience, in  consequence  of  their  attendance 
in  parliament  in  this  country  ?  This  incor^- 
venience,  however,  they  cheerfully  submitted 
iOf  from  an  enlarged  consideration  of  the 
advantages  accruing  to  the  whole  of  a  great 
empire.  When  he  proposed  the  return 
which  he  had  alluded  to,  he  did  not  think, 
therefore,  that  he  asked  what  was  unfair, 
unreasonable,  or  oppressive.  The  best  claim 
on  the  militia  of  tlvis  country  to  volunteer 
their  services  to  Ireland  was,  that  by  this 
extension  of  service  they  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
kingdom  in  one  part  where  it  was  most  pe- 
culiarly vulnerable.  In  the  case  of  the  at- 
tendance of  Irish  gents.,  an  inconvenience 
never  to  be  removed  was  submitted  to.  In 
the  present  instance,  all  tliat  was  called  for 
on  the  part  of  Ireland  was  submission  to 
an  inconvenience  of  a  temporary  nature,  at 
a  crisis  when  all  that  was  dearest  to  both 
countries  was  at  stake.  But  a  good  deal  had 
been  insisted  on  as  to,  the  violation  of  the 
principles  of  the  militia  establishment.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that,  if  gents,  who 
urged  this  objection  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  allude  a  little  to  the  records  and  usages 
of  parliament,  they  would  not  have  laid  so 
much  stress  as  they  appeared  to  do  on  the 
argument.  Gents,  would  do  well  to  recollect 
tliat  a  standing  army,  such  as  it  now  stood, 
was  repugnant  to  the  original  principles  of 
tjie  constitution,  but  a  difference  of  circum  • 
stances  had  in  tlie  lapse  of  years  produced 
the  present  extended  establishment.  In 
judging  of  the  expediency  of  tlie  measure 


now  before  the  house,  he  thought  it  but  fair 
therefore,  to  look  back  ta  former  prece- 
dents, and  not  to  stand  so  closely  by  the 
strict  letter  of  the  militia  system.  Prece- 
dents of  the  same  description  certainly  did 
exist,  and  it  was  too  rigid  a  mode  of  reason- 
ing to  hold  up  one  principle  one  day  and  to 
disclaim  it  on  another  occasion,  when,  per- 
haps, it  was  found  convehient  to  hold  another 
species  of  argument.  On  the  general  prin- 
ciple, then,  ha  did  not  think  that  the  mea- 
sure was  liable  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  it  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion.  There  were,  however,  several 
points  on  which  he  wished  to  make  a  few, 
observations.  If  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the 
other  side  (Mr,  Yorke)  meant,  that  the  only 
return  to  be  made  for  the  militia  regiments 
volunteering  to  this  country  should  consist 
of  a  new  body  oi  militia  to  be  raised  in  Ire- 
land, he  should  most  strongly  oppose  such 
an  arrangement  as  highly  objectionable.  .If 
it  was  meant  that  the  deficiency  should  be 
made  up  by  foreign  corps,  his  objection,  so 
far  from  being  weakened  would  be  material- 
ly strengthened.  He  had  no  difficulty  in 
declaring,  that  he  bad  the  strongest  objec- 
tion to  the  introduction  of  foreign  corps  into 
any  part  of  the  empire,  but  he  more  parti- 
cularly objected  to  their  introduction  int<> 
Ireland  in  the  present  circumstances  of  that 
country.  To  suppose  that  the  people  of  En- 
gland wanted  foreign  corps  to  defend  them 
against  the  attempts  of  France,  would  be 
disgraceful  to  the  national  character.  What 
would  the  posterity  of  the  present  age  think 
of  tlie  inhabitants  of  England  being,  to  lux- 
urious or  so  corrupted  as  to  trust  the  de- 
fence of  all  that  is  dearest  to  men  to  be 
upheld  by  no  considerations  but  the  mere 
low  consideration  of  pecuniary  reward  ?  As 
to  Ireland,  more  particularly,  he  beggcdJeave 
to  enter  his  most  solemn  protest  against  such 
a  measure,  as  the  introduction  of  any  fo- 
reign corps.  On  various  occasions  ministers 
had  stated,  and  they  had  stated  truly,  that 
there  was  a  very  visible  change  in  the  senti- 
ments and  feelings  of  tlie  people  of  Ireland, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  invasion  of  a  French 
force.  Fortunately,  a  most  important  change 
on  this  head  had  taken  place,  and  at  this 
moment  he  believed  that  no  part  of  the  po« 
pulation  of  Ireland  entertained  any  confi- 
dence in  the  f^lse  and  delusive  promises  of 
the  despot  of  France,  who  was  now  threaten* 
ing  a  descent  on  our  shores.  There  was  no 
wish  f  )r  assistance  from  a  power  which  was 
regarded  with  universal  detestation. and  ab« 
horrenc?.  But,  though  it  was  true,  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  had  no  wish  for  French 
assistance,  it  did  not  by  any  meant  follow 
D  :j 
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th,at  they  were  satisfied  with  the  condac*  of 
minister*;.  Such  an  assertion  had  not  indeed 
b^n  made  by  ministers^  ^nd  ii  ^rai  right 
that  it  had  not  been  made,  for  it  was  an'  as- 
sertion contrary  to  fact.  The  hpn.  raemSer» 
'  in  ilhistratloh  of  this  sentiment,  drew  a  very 
animated  picture  of  the  sitnation  of  Ireland, 
at  the  moment  wlien  the  offers  which  formed 
the  ground  of  the  present  bill  were  broqght 
forwiird.  He  particularly  referred  to  the 
letters  wntten  by  the  lord  chaneellor  of 
that  country.  He  characterised  this  pro- 
duction as  one  calculated,  not  to  instruct, 
but  misrepresent ;  not  to  conciliate,  but  to 
irritate.  It  was  a  production  fitted  to  in« 
suit  and  degrade  the  religious  opii^io^s  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  Irish  people.  It  was 
evidently  intended  to  dictate  «n  matters  con- 
nected only  with  the  Divine  Being  and  the 
individuals  concerned.  It  was  an  indecent, 
an  unjusti6ahle  libel  on  the  character  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  He  stated  his  decided 
dissent  from  any  idea  being  entertained,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  at  all  satisfied 
•with  the  measures  pursued  by  ministers  since 
their  accession  to  power,  so  far  as  the  affairs 
of  that  part  of  the  empire  were  concerned. 
He  particularly  quoted  several  passages  from 
the  speech  of  the  Tight  hoo.  gent,  now  at 
the  head  of  his  Myjesty's  govt.,  previous  tp 
the  union,  and  in  recommendation  of  that 
measure,  which  demonstrated  his  opinion, 
that  the  situation  of  Ireland  was  one  which 
admitted  of  many  important  improvements. 
He  was  proceeding  to.  ask  of  the  house  what 
improvements  that  right  hon.  gent.'s  admi- 
nistration had  produced  ?  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by 

■  Colonel  Vereher,  who  said,  the  present 
stage  of  the  bill  was  not  the  proper  one  for 
such  a  discussion.  The  colonel  not  being 
supportedi  however,  by  the  opinion  of  -the 
speaker^ 

Colonel  Hutchinson  was  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. He  said,  he  was  just  about  to  cou- 
clude  his  observations,  when  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  thought  proper  to  interrupt  him.  He 
did  not  wish  to  add  to  the  irritation  of  his 
countryn)en,  by  making  any  allusions  which 
could  have  that  effect,  buth^  conceived  that, 
even  in  the  pr^ent  stage  of  the  bill,  he  had 
a  right  to  explain  his  sentiments  fully,  and 
to  demonstrate  on  what  grounds  be  was  led 
to  support  a  bill  which  went  to  accept  the 
offer  of  10,000  of  his  countrymen  to  serve 
In  Great  Britain.  He  had  no  idea  of  smug- 
gling such  a  bin  through  the  {louse  at  a  mo- 
ment when  we  ought  not  to  shrink  from 
our  duty.  He  appealed  to  tb^  ho'u.se  whe^ 
ther  he  had  not  always  endeavoured  to  in- 
duce his  ^ajeaty's  ministers  tip  att^fu)  se- 


riously to  the  con(;!erns  pf  Ireland,  in  ordei^ 
to  remove  the  cause  of  that  discontent  and 
agitation,  which  seemed  to  excit^  so  much 
alarm  in  the  mind  of  the.  Kon.  n()ember ; 
but  surety  this  was  not  a  time  to  shrink 
from  the  discharge  of  public  duty  ,  evei^ 
man  should  speak  out  boldly,  and  warn  the 
govt,  of  the  danger  to  which  it  may  be  ex- 
posed, from  persevering  in  an  iniquitous 
.system,  that  was  tried  for  ccnturi(ps,  with 
occasional  variation,  but  had  always  failedl 
He  felt,  In  conimon  with  every  member  of 
the  house,  and  every  person  in  the  country, 
who  vailued  its  iutercat^  that  private  consi- 
derations ought  to  be  sacrificed^  prejudice 
combated,  the  passions  moiderated,  and  party 
spirit,  as  veil  as  religious  discord,  pxtin-^ 
guishedj  the  terrible  effects  of  this  were 
too  keenly  felt,  and  were  likely  to  \)c  stiH 
experienced,  if  not  removed  by  seasonable 
and  sound  policy,  instead  of  that  which  en« 
couraged  and  fomented  this  dreadful  cat)se» 
which 
<'  Called  trutk  itself  tQ  testify  a.  fraud, 
**  And  staipp^,iropbi»curc  With  tne  itiX  of  Godw** 

The  hon.  member  concluded,  with  giviogr 
his  support  to  the  bill. 

A|r.  i^2^rrQ^j^4.c  thought  that  a  great  part 
of  the  hon.  gent.*s  speech  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  t>efore  the  house.  H^, 
applied  this  observation  particularly  to  (h^ 
employment  of  foreign  corps,  and  tl^e  re- 
marks made  on  the  letters  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland.  He  contended,  thait 
many  of  the  general  objections  against  the 
bill  would  he  very  powerful  under  the  ordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  country.  It  was 
to  he  recounted,  however,  that  the  pre8ei\t 
was  npt  a  period  of  ordinary  danger,  biit  a 
crisis  of  unexampled  interest.  It  was  o^ 
this  principle  that  he  judj^ed  of  the  bill,  and 
on  this  ground  it  bad  his  support.  It  di^ 
not  appear  to  hjm  fair  to  argue  against  the 
bill  on  the  ground  that  the  Irish  militia,  who 
volunteered  their  services  to  this  country, 
were  to  be  immediately  removed  from  Ire* 
land.  If  he  had  conceived  that  the  bill  ne- 
cessarily implied  this,  he  could  not'  but 
^  have  viewed  it  in  a  very  different  light.  As 
it  strqck  bis  mind,  however,  all  tnal  was 
meant  by  the  measure  was,  to  enable  par- 
liament to  sanction  any  preparatory  measures 
which  particular  circumstances  might  reh^ 
der  desirable  at  a  moment  of  peculiar  emer* 
gency.  Suph  an  emergency  might  occar  at 
DO  remote  perioci,  and  it  would  be*  very  ea^ 
traordinary  policy,  never  to  thin^  of  pre- 
cautions till  the  day  of  actual'  danger  ap- 
proached. WouM  any  man  say,  that  we 
ought  to  wait  till  the  fieet  firoai  Brest,  or  any 
of  the  enemy's  ports^  had  eluded  onr  Tigr- 
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lance,  before  we  had  recourse  to  plans  for 
fht  safety  of  the  anited  kio^dpm^  ?  Hp  as- 
sented, therefore,  to  the  biTl»  from  a  con- 
viction that  such  were  (he.  objects  of  it,  and 
that  no  immediate  withdrawing  of  these 
iforces  from  Ireland  was  to  take  place,  till 
tl*e  exigencies  of  this  cpontrv  absolutely  and 
prgcntly  required  them. 

Mr.  Canning  delivered  his  sentiments  in 
oppontion  to  the  bill.     He  had  not  intend- 
ed to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but  to  content 
himself  with  a  silent  vote,  but  (he  view  of 
the  "^abject  taken  by  his  hon.  friend  who 
spoke  lastj   induced  him  to  trouble    the 
boose  with  a  few  oJ>8ervatjons,    In  judging 
of  the  bill,  there  were  three  points  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  It  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, how  far  the  measure  was  at  all 
necessary?  how  far  Ireland  possessed  the 
means  of  supplying  the  force  proposed  to 
be  sent  into   this  country  ?  and  m  what 
manner  the  deficiency  created  by  this  sup- 
ply was  to  be  repaired  ?     On  the  first  of 
these  points^  he  wished  to  postpone  his  ob- 
?ervattonf|,  tlill  he  had  alluded  to  the  means 
possessed  by  Ireland,  of  furnishing  the  sup- 
ply of  troops  to  be  raised  by  the  bill.     On 
this  point  be  contended,  that  anhon.  gent. 
on  the  other  side  (Col.  Hutchinson)  had, 
$0  far  from  being  out  of  order,  argued  in  a 
asahner  the  most  strictly  log  lea  C     When 
speaking  of  the  means  ot  Ireland  to  supply 
tne  force  wanted,  nothing  was  more  na- 
tural than  to  allude  to  the  political  circum- 
stances and  situation  of  Ireland.     When 
discussing  this  subject^  gents,  ought  to  keep 
in  view>  tliat  Ireland  at  this  moment  la- 
boured under  martial  law,  that  the  habeas 
€Wpus  ^t  wfLs  suspended,  that  a  rebellion 
liad  burst  forth,  ^nd  that  some  new  insur- 
rection might  ere  long  make  its  appearance. 
tlow  far  Ireland  possessed  the  paeans  of 
eiviog  the  supply  of  troops  wanted^  was 
ueretore  a  matter  of  serious  inquiry.  How 
far  the  measure  was  expedient  was  an  in- 
911117  not  less  ipteiresting.    The  principle 
of  the  billj|  as  described  by  a  rijrht  hon, 
gent,  below  (Mr.  Ybrke),  was  to  procure, 
Ef  die  speediest  means,  an  augmentation 
of  our  disposable  force.     That  st^ch  an  aug- 
kentation    was  desirable^   all  partie^  al- 
lowed',' and  the  only  question  was,  how  it 
was   to  be  most  speed^y  effected.     The 
liouse  had    been  told  b^  ministers,  that^ 
even  with  an  establtsh'fnent  of  70,000  En- 
glish militia,  and  '380^069  volunteers,  our 
whole  regular  ferc^  was  locked  up  from 
ofiensive  operations.    Hbw^  then,  was  this 
locoQveniency  to  be  removed  ?     Why,  the 
fact  was,  according  to  the  reaSoninjg  of  mi- 
^isterii  that  wiuit  this  iijimense  force  could 


not  accomplisli,  was  to  be  eflfecCed  by  ait 
addition  of  10,000  Irish  militia.  True  i( 
was,  tbai  we  had  previously  70,000  mili- 
tia, and  380,000  volunteers  t  but  this  was 
quite  unavailing.  But  only  allow  u^  10,00^ 
Irish  militia,  and  the  scale  will  be'imme^ 
diately  turned.  Our  whole  regular  force 
woula  be  at  liberty,  and  w^  should  haveal; 
many  men  as  we  required  te  be  dispatched 
on  any  dist£|nt  expedttionf.  8i)ch  was  the 
only  intelligible  view  of  the  reasoning  of 
ministers  ;  but  what  could  be  more  ridicv(- 
lous  or  absurd  i  But  he  wished  to  put  the 
matter  in  a  point  of  view,  if  possible,  still 
mofe  striking.  Ministers  insisted  much  on 
the  necessity  of  a  disposable  force.  But 
how  was  it  that  this  force  was  to  be  pro- 
cUre^  ?  TIi^  ^act  was,  that  ministers  in- 
trodi^ced  into  this  country  a  proportion  of 
the  force  of  Ireland,  raised  for  limited  ser- 
vice ;  and  how  did  they  propose  to  supply 
the  place  of  this  force  ?  They  proposed  to 
do  this  by  raising  a  new  proportion  of  force 
for  limited  service  in  the  same  country. 
The  consequence  was  obvious.  The  dis* 
posable  force  of  the  empire  was  not  aug- 
mented, white  ministers,  by  augmenting 
the  force  for  limited  service,  cut  off  the 
supplies  of  the  regular  army.  Ministei^ 
had  nothing  consistent  or  uniform  in  their 
views.  They  knew  not  what  they  pro- 
posed^ and  they  took  no  effectual  means  of 
carrying  any  of  their  plans  into  effect. 
They  were  subject  to  eternal  variations  of 
opinion.  They  never  advanced  boldly  to 
any  object. .  **  They  lightly  waddled  to  the 
end  in  view."— He  did  not  mean  to  under- 
value these  ofiTers  of  extended  service^  by 
his  hesitation  in  voting  for  the  bill.  He 
denied  that  Ireland  could  spare  that  force, 
or  that  England  stood  in  need  of  it,  and 
therefore  concluded  with  voting  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent measures  were  quite  contrary  to  tde 
fX>nstitution  of  the  militia,  on  whom  the 
countfy  greatly  relied  for  the  expulsion  of 
the  enemy.  Those  regiments  were  limited 
to  particular  services,  and  it  was  proper 
they  should  continue  so,  because  the  nearer 
these  regiments  were  to  the  place  where 
they  were  raised,  the  more  influence  they 
would  have,  and  the  more  service  they 
would  render.  He  hoped  the  militia  would 
never  again  be  exposed  to  the  measures 
adopted  during  last  war.  He  had  heard 
rumours  of  a  regiment  of  Irish  militia  hav. 
ing  made  offers  of  extended  service  to  this 
country,  without  the  consent  of  one  single 
officer  belonging  to  it.  He  knew  that  there 
were  certain  re^menta  w^o  adopted  such 
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m^aatirfes  during  lactwar,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  spiteing  their  officers.  This  biU 
gave  rise  to  a  system  of  deliberation  in  re- 
giments, and  so  far  from  assisting  the  re- 
cruiting of  the  regular  arm)r,  it  injured  it, 
by  raising  the  competition.  ' 

Mr.  Pytcbts  thought  the  measure  came 
•rather  prematurely,  without  any  previous 
consideration  of  the  situation  of  Ireland^  or 
any  daDiger  of  an  immediate  descent  oq 
this  country.     If  there  even  were  an  ap- 
parent necessity,  it  was  a  measure  of  such 
a  nature  that  the  house  ought  to  look  askew 
at  it.     It  w^s  impossible  to  see  where  in- 
novation would  end,  if  a  rash  zeal  was  to 
be  spoken  of  in  terms  of  such  exultation. 
This  measure  was,  he  knew,  considered  as 
the  key-stone  of  a  new   system  j    but  he 
Mr  as  one  (if  those  who  adhered  to  the  ori- 
ginal contract.     This  was  considered  as  a 
-Jcind  of  intermarriage ;  but  without  dimi- 
.nishing  the  gallantry  of  the  Irish  nation, 
"when  he  considered  their  propensity  to  ce- 
,  Mbacy,  and  the  character  of  the  English 
.  ladiest  he  dovMHed  whether  one  link  would 
be  added  to  the  connubial  chain.     How- 
•ever  he  might  approve  the  principle  of  le- 
iurning  the  visit  of  the  militia  of  this  coun- 
iry,  he  condemned  the  Irish  nation  for  giv- 
ing way  so  much  to  bashfuloess  as  to  think 
that  iHcessary,     It  was  but  yesterday  that 
ministers   wanted  to    brighten    over    this 
.  blooming   act  of  the  Irish  nation,  which 
they  said  did  not  want  to  be  glossed  over 
by  zny  further  operation.     Now  the  offer 
was   too  fascinating  to  be  rejected.     He 
admifed  this  generous  tender  of  loyalty, 
but  to  oaake  use  of  it,  would  be  to  admit 
that  the  constitution  was  vulnerable,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  it  should  have  an 
Hibernian  pier  to  rest  upon.     But  before 
any   Irish  militia  was  admitted  into  this 
country,  he' thought  there  should  have  been 
a  message  from  his  Majesty,  declaring  that 
all  religious  and  political  enmities  in  that 
country  were  at  an  end.     If  the  invasion 
should  come,  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
call   loudly  for  their  militia.     If  the  bill 
should  pass  the  house,  it  would  go  to  make 
an   united,-  an  amphU)ious  militia.      Con- 
sidering the  object  iot  which  this  measure 
was  brought  forward,  at  this  moment  of 
unexampled  danger,  he  saw  it  with  infinite 
concern.     Alarm  had  apparently  seized  the 
public  mind,  but  it  ought  to  be  crushed 
without  this   measure.      It   would  not  be 
crushed,  however,  while  we  Imd  au  admi- 
nistration whose  management  of  the  forces 
of  the  country  was  to  be  estimated  in  the 
same 'manner  as  the  use  made  of  cyphers 
by  the  matheuaaticians,  which  being  mul- 


tiplied three  or  fpur  fold,   produced  no- 
thing. '' 

Sir  /?.  Hill  said,  that  it  was  a  subject 
upon  which  military  men  were  the  most 
competent  to  decide ;  and  he  begged  leave 
to  read,  as  part  of  his. speech,  a  letter  he 
had  received  from  a  nephew  of  his,  who 
had  seen  considerable  service  in  Toulon, 
Egypt,  and  in  Ireland;  and  who,  though 
a  young  man,  had  attained  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general.  Sir  Richard  then  read 
part  of  the  letter,  which  expressed  a  strong 
,  opinioa  of  the  advantages  that  would  result 
from  an  interchange  of  the  militia  5  and 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  Irish  militia. 
There  were  no  better  troops  than  the  Irish 
militia,  and  if  they  were  under  good  of- 
ficers, they  may  be  depended  upon  for  any 
service. 

Colonel  Fereler  was  gratified,  even  by 
the  admission  of  the  hon.  baronet's  corres- 
pondent, that  the  Irish  militia  may  be  de- 
pended upon   if  well  officered.     He  was 
sure  that  all  the  Irish  militia,  and  particu- 
larly the  regiment  he  had  the  honour  to 
command,  would,  if  England  were  invaded, 
vie  with  each  other  who  should  be  the 
foremost  to  come  to  her  assistance.     But 
when  Ireland  was  equally  threatened  with 
England,  and  when  there  was  a   French 
fleet  expressly  destined  to  attack  Ireland, 
he  could  not  see  the  merit  of  the  attach- 
ment, loyalty,  and  zeal,  as  they  were  called, 
of  volunteering  services  to  another  part  of 
the  empire  not  more  in  danger.     He  was 
particularly  adverse  to  the  measure,  as  the 
Sec.  of  State  admitted  that  the  regiments 
were  35  highly  disciplined  as  troops  of  the 
line,  and,  in  fact,   they  did  garrison  duty, 
and  other  duty  with  troops  of  theline,  and 
orf  the  same  footing.     From  the  most  vul- 
nerable part  of  the  British  isles,  as  he  con- 
tended Ireland  was,  this  measure  proposed 
to  take  10,000  of  the  best  disciplined  of 
this  admirable  militia,    and  to  replace  it 
with  10,000  of  the  army  of  reserve,  who,^ 
if  they  were  such  men  as  he  saw  in  Ireland 
belonging  to  the  army  of  reserve,  were  not 
worth  1000  of  the  men  that  composed  tl>e 
Irish  militia.     He  contended  that  the  ser^ 
vice  of  the  English  militia  to  Ireland  was 
returned  by  the  vote  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment, and  thq  actual  transfer  of  two  regi- 
ments of  the  Irish  militia  to  Guernsey  and 
Jersey.    If  these  10,000  men  .were  to  be 
replaced  by  an  equal  number  of   English 
militia,  he  should  have  no  objection ;  an 
interchange  of  this,  nature  had  been  held 
out  as  one  of  the  beneficial  consequences 
of  the  union.     If  England  were  invaded, 
or  if  the  Brest  fleet  were  disabled  from  in- 
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vading  Ireland,  aftd  England  were  then 
threatened,  he  would  be  the  first  to  vo- 
lunteer in  her  defence;  but  while  the  dan- 
ger was  the  same,  if  not  greater,  with  re- 
spect to  Ireland,  he  thought  it  his  ^duty  to 
defend  his  country  first.  The  safety  of  hi? 
own  country  was  dearer  to  him  than  that 
of  all  the  world  :  the  safety  of  England  was 
next.     The  question  was  put,  when 

Air.  Windham  rose.    He  supposed  that  2A 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
found  they  did  not  make  much  progress  by 
argnment,  they  meant  to  carry  thequestion  by 
some  other  fticans.  It  was  true,  that  what  had 
been  urged  against  ihem  this  night  was  not 
new  I    but  it  was  not  possible  to  consider 
this  or  any  other  military  measure,  without 
reference  to  the  whole  of  our  military  sys- 
tem. He  should  now  confine  what  he  had  to 
say  to  the  measure  before  the  house,  reserv- 
ing what  else  he  had  to  offer  for  the  other 
measure^    which  was  to    be  discussed  to- 
morrow or  some  other  day.     He  confessed 
he  was  one   of  those  who  was  glad  that 
there  was  to  be  an  opportunity  for  gentlemen 
**  exercising  their  lungs/*  as  the  right  hon. 
secretary  called  it,  he   supposed  in  contra- 
distinction to  what  on  a  former  day  he  h'ad 
termed  "  solid  vote^,"  on  both  measures  se- 
parately. He  contended  that  what  took  place 
in   1798,  when  the  English  militia   volun- 
teered to  Ireland,  was  entirely  distinct.  The 
constitutional  principle  of  holding  the  militia 
to  limited  service  was  not  inflexible.    There 
was  no  inconsistency  in  those  who  consent- 
ed to  give  way  in  some  circumstances,  re- 
fusing to  give  way  in  others,  and  those  who 
consented  then,  were  not  bound   by    that 
consent  from  future  opposition.    The  other 
question,  as  to  the  vote  in  1799>  was  toto  coelo 
different,  for  there  was  then   a  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  a  foreign  enemy  was  also  in  the 
country,   and  menacing  it  with  a   greater 
force.     The  proposition   originated  wiih  the 
Irish  parliament,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  time  were  entirely  different.     As 
to    the    return  of  the  visit,  it  would  never 
end;    visit  would    beget    visit,    and   con- 
tinued   transition    and  intermixture  would 
be    established,  *  except    the     thing  rested 
upon  die  first  return.     It  was  probable  that 
in   l7Q9*  ^1^>'®  ^^^  rebellion  still  subsisted, 
the   English    militia  were  thought  a  safer 
description  of  foroe  for  Ireland.     He  at  that 
time  sopportcd  the  sending  Englih   militia 
to  Ireland,  and   the  transfer  of  the  services 
of  a  part  of  the  Irish  militia  to  another  part 
of  the  empire.    The  experience  gained  by 
that  proceeding  was  one  Treason  for  his  op- 


position to  the  fn^sent  measure.  The  effects 
which  the  precedent  bad  00  the  character 
and  discipline  of  the  fniiitia  Ibrce,  had  been 
stated  fully  by  the  hon.  ^ent.  who  went  be- 
fore him  (Mr.  Bastard).  He  first  objected 
to  the  measure  that  it  was  a  breach  of  good 
faith.  The  noaxim  of  vaUnii  mm  jU  injuria 
tould  not  be  justly  applied,  as  the  men  felt 
dieroselves  in  a  disagreeable  situation,  and  a 
sort  of  necessity  was  put  upon  them,  wbea 
part  of  their  corps  offered,  to  follow  the 
example.  He  iniiificed  the  situation  of 
Lieut.  Browne,  mentioned  in  a  sort  of  way 
in  the  papers,  so  as  to  admit  of  an  invidious 
construction  :,  this  gent,  had  in  reality  shewn 
more  manlin^s  by  refusing  to  volunteer.  He 
recollected  a  similar  instance  where  the  mem- 
ber for  Nottmgham  (Mr.  Pierrepont),  was 
the  only  man  that  refused  to  give  his  assent 
at  a  time  when  the  act  for  enabltiig  the  En- 
glish militia  to  serve  in  Ireland  was  passed, 
as  it  were,  by  acclamation.  The  effect  oA 
the  discipline  of  the  militia  was  roost  perni- 
cious. One  deliberation  led  to  another ; 
and  if  it  even  ended  on  the  iqstant,  was  it 
not  a  degrading  and  pernicious  thing  that  a 
commanding  officer  should  be  obliged,  even 
for  that  once,  to  descend  to  a  canvass  and 
solicitation  of  his  men.  Let  gentlemen 
take  a  lesson  from  experience.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  officers  "Mio  had  been  obliged 
to  take  such  a  step,  had  never  been  able  to 
recover  their  authori^.  The  present  high 
state  of  discipline  in  the  militia,  was  owing 
to  its  long,  regular,  and  unchanged  establish- 
ment. If  the  system  should  be  broke  in 
upon,  that  cause  of  perfection  would  no 
longer  remain.  These  two  main  objections 
lay  to  the  plan  as  laid  down.  If  parliament 
was  called  upon  to  vote  the  measure  on  trust 
that  was  intelligible.  'If  ministers  offered 
one  set  of  reasons  while  they  acted  on  an- 
other, how  was  parliament  to  decide  ?  It 
was  argued,  that  though  the  power  was 
given,  it  was  not  meant  to  use  it  immediately. 
If  any  thrng  required  immediate  use  end 
was  unfit  to  keep,  it  was  certainly  an  offtf 
of  voluntary  service.  It  was  more  liable  to 
spoil  than  mackarel  itself.  The  circumstan- 
ces would  change,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
men  would  change  with  them.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  effort  of  ingenuity  to  create 
a  disposable  force  by  transferring  from  one 
island  to  another  a  force  in  its  own  nature 
not  disposable  ;  and  it  was  extremely 
whimsical  to  think  of  creating  a  force  for 
offensive  operations,  not  by  increasing  the 
army,  but  by  raising  more  militia.  As  to 
the  recruiting  servicej  it  cOuId  not  go  on. 
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Gentlemen  iD.et  thmiMlvet  iit  their  own 
market ;  the  moment  they  went  to  Ireland 
to  raise  n^w  regiments  for  general  service 
they  would  find  themselves  there  already 
raisitig  8  or  io;ooo militia.  Tbd  effect  of  the 
measure  was  to  bring  a  force  from  a  coun- 
try where  it  was  more  wanted^  tp  a  coiihUy 
where  it  was  i^ss  wanted;    then,  to  re- 

})Iace  ii^'  a  fresh  militia  in  lb  be  got  at  a 
lighei-  price,  and  to  run  the  same  round. 
Gentlemen  who  w^re  better  acquainted 
with  the  charactdr  of  Ae  Iri^h  militia  than 
he^  but  not  better  than  tlie  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  last  in  op|]losition  to  th^  meaiure^ 
may  see  reasons  for  siccepting  the  offers 
which  he  did  not  see.  He  therefore  voted 
against  the  motion. 

Lord  CasiUfedghiMf  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  just  sat  down,  had  weakened  his 
charge  by  admitting,  with  all  the  ingenuity 
that  he  was  known  to  possess^  and  the  un- 
exampled facility  of  giving  an  air  of  novelty 
to  what  had  been  often,  repeated,  that  he 
could  add  nothing  new  to  the  familiar  ar- 
guments urged  against  the  present  measure. 
He  did  not  think  it  righty  after  the  able 
statement  of  his  right  hon.  friend  at  the 
commencement  of  this  debate,  to  go  over 
the  same  ground  at  length)  but  as  the  charge 
of  silence  had  been  made,  he  begged  leave 
merely  to  slate  the  purpose  of  the  measure. 
It  was  not  an  exchange  of  militia  services, 
on  any  enlarged  principle,  that  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 
Though,  if.  that  measure  could  be  effected 
without  driving  from  the  militia  the  gen- 
tlemen of  property,  it  would  render  the  mi- 
litia the  great  bulwark  of  the  empire. 
Looking  upon  that  as^ne  of  the  best  mea- 
sures that  could  be  adopted,  he  was  sure 
It  would  disgust  the  militia  if  it  shoi^ld 
now  be  prematurely  pressed  forward.  The 
sentiments  and  disposition  of  the  militia  on 
this  head,  ought  to  be  watched  and  follow- 
ed up,  not  anticipated.  He  thought  it 
li^ht,  therefore,  to  say,  that  his  Majesty's 
mmitters  did  not  mean  this  even  a  begin- 
ning or  introduction  to  such  a  system. 
They  did  not  even  mean  to  put  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  footing  of  the  year  1798, 
when  a  rebellion  raged  in  Ireland,  though 
he  was  sure  if  the  same  necessity  existed, 
there  would  be  but  one  feehng  with  respect^ 
to  voluntary  service,  wichout  limit  of  time 
or  place,  in  his  opinion,  a  high  motive  of 
policy  was  a  good  ground  for  accepting  a 
service  from  the  militia  beyond  what  it  was 
bound  to  by  their  original  constitution.  He  • 
deprecated  the  mode  of  arguing  against 
granting   the  power,  by  assuming  that  it 


would  be  abused  when  il  was  granted.  He 
contended  that  soldiers  were  frequently 
put  in  a  .deliberative  capacity,  particularly 
when  Called  upon  to  volunteer  in  a  storm- 
ing pJirty,  or  on  a  forlorn  hope,  or  an;^ 
other  service  of  extraordinary '  danger. 
He  vras  sure  no  pe^ton  would*  be  more 
rcstdy  than  his  lion;  friend  over  the  way 
(Col.  Veraker),  to  volunteer  services  ot 
danger  for  th^  safety  of  any  part  of  the;! 
^smpii'e,  but  lie  could  not  aj)prove  of  the 
idea  of  a  local  patriotism,  prefering  one 
part  to  all  the  rest.  As  to  the  mischief  of 
brin|;ing  away  the  men  of"  property  an4 
magistrates  in  the  Irish  militia,  this  would 
only  apply  if  ea<:h  regiment  were  kept  in 
its  own  district.  As  it  was  now,  and  had 
always  been  the  case  in  the  Jrisii  riiiliti^,  to 
serve  in  countiei  distant  from  their  own, 
he  could  see  no  difference  between  their 
servir)g  in  England^  and  in  a  remote  part 
of  Irelstnd.  As  to  tlie  next  objection,  that 
the  raising  of  an  aJclitional  militia  force 
would  cripple  the  recruiting,  experience 
had  proved  it  would  not.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment that  fencibtes  ought  to  be  raised,  he 
conceived  it  ^ould  be  sutlicieht  to  reflect, 
that  the  men  wodld  be  raised  more  speedily^ 
more  cheaply,  and  more  rapicfly  by  being 
incorporated  with  militia  .regiments  already 
highly  disciplined,  fiesides*,  there  was  no 
source  from  which  experieihced  officers  • 
could  be  found  for  fencible  regiments.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  best  officers,  that 
with  eight  new  regiments^  and  ten  new 
battalions,  with  the  existing  disposable 
force  more  at  liberty  by  the  present  mea- 
sure, we  should  be  in  a  condition  to  under* 
take  offensive  operations.  Ic  was  not  the 
object  of  the  present  measure  to  lessen  the 
defence  of  Ireland.  If  that  was  the  object 
the  removal  of  the  regular  troops  ^odld 
more  naturally  be  thought  of.  He  dis- 
claimed the  idea  of  bringing  the  Irish  mi* 
litia  to  this  country  from  any  motive  of  sus- 
picion. He  knew  the  difficultres  men  had  to 
contend  with  in  their  own  country  j  but  he 
had  seen  the  Irish  militia  trievi  in  the  year 
1798  by  plans  of  seduction  beyond  any 
thing  that  the  ingenuity  or  wiclcedness  of 
men  would  for  its  own  sake  ever  practise 
again  ;  and  though  a  few  had  fallen  victims, 
the  great  mass  hud  proved  inacce^siWe. 

Mr.  Tbomas  GrcnvilU  remarked  an  in- 
consistency among  the  8peaker>  on  the  op- 
posite side.  The  right  hon.  secretary  ad- 
duced the  transactions  of  1 798  and  1 799^ 
as  precedents  to  sanction  the  present  pro^- 
ceedings,  while  the  noble  lord  disclaimed 
making  such  a  use  of  them.    He  denied 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9S\ 


^ARL.  DEBATES,  April  10, 1804.— /riM  MmHa  df«r  SiB. 


m 


tiiat there  was  any  analogy  between  the  c!r- 
ciumtances  of  the  vblaniary  offer  in  1798, 
and  a  co)d  cabinet  measure  like  the  present. 
The  noble  Wrd  disclaimed^  for  his  Majesty's 
m'misiers,  any  idea  of  making* this' tneasore 
fven  the  foundation  of  an  interchange  ot* 
militia  ',  but  he  doubted,  whether  ihe  man- 
ner in  which  bis  lordship  spoke,  would  have 
the    effect   of   quieting    the   apprehension 
which  some  of  his  hearers  might  entertain 
on  that  subject.    There  were  many  modes 
in  a  voluntary  otfer,  that  m'*ght  be  procured 
in  a  manner  little  short  of  actual  violence. 
Ife  noticed,   as  a  great  inconsistency,  that 
while  the  paper  on  the  table  stated,  the  offer 
to  conoeonly  from  6,000,  the  bill  empower- 
ed the  disposal  of  10,000.      With  all   re- 
spect for  the  Irish    militia^  and  believing 
ihem  to  be  as   gallant,  men    as   any  in  the 
world,  he  did  not  think  either  English  or 
Irish  militia  equal  to  regular  troops,    nor 
could  he  believe,  that  the  removal  of  10,000 
Iri!>h  mititia  to  this  country  would  give  a 
regular  force  of  the  same  amount.     It  was  a 
whimsical  argument   to  say«  that  this  was 
1  he  quickest  way  of  obtaining  10,000  men, 
while  it  was  said,  that  the  power,   though 
^veo,  was  was  not  to  be  speedily  used.  True, 
the  appeal   to  the  volunteer   spirit    of  the 
srmy  for  the  formation  of  storming  parties 
and  forlorn  hopes,  was  giving  them  a  deli- 
berative power,  but  it  was  a  deliberation  to 
be  decided  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment. 
To  which  Britons  would  never  be  wanting. 
)t  was  widely  distinct  from  a  cold  delibera- 
tion like  that  of  the  present  measure.     He 
complained,  that  in  matters  which  were  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  regular  army, 
the  house  was  called  upon  to  vot?  wiihout 
:»ny  account  of  the  regular  army  before  them. 
Sometimes  one  minister  and  sometimes  an- 
other took  from  their  pockets  papers,  which 
^ey  read  as  such  accounts,  and  which  they 
put  in  their  pockets  again.     He  thought  it 
wrong  that  this  measure  was  divided  from 
that  which  was   to  replace  the  force  to  be 
taken  away.    Both  should  be  connected,  and 
gentlemen  would  thus  have  the  opportunity 
ci  considering  the  whole  to'gether.     At  pre- 
sent, if  this  bill  passed,  there^was^no  security 
that    the  force,    the  removal  of  ^'hich  it 
woold  authorise,  would  be  replaced. 

The  Hon.  C  M.  HtUchinson^  in  explana- 
tion, allowed  that  he  had  expressed  himself 
decidedly  against  replacing  the  Irish  militia 
by  fbrdgB  troops  5  but  he  approved  of  their 
being  replaced  hy  English  militia. 

Lord  de  Blaquiere  said,  he  was  astonished 
Id  tee  the  house  so  long  deliberating  upon 
the  proprtedr  of  accepting  the  service^  of  iheir 
Vol.  II. 


loyal  fellow  subjects  In  frelandj  10  gallantly, 
so  disinterestedly,  tendered  by  I  hem  at  tM 
present  crisiii.  Hecontmded,  that  the  anion 
of  the  two  kingdoms  was  Incomplete,  till  a 
general  measure  upon  die  grounds  of  cnotiial 
briiefits  and  reciprocal  assistance  was  esta- 
blished \  but,  as  this  was  at  the  present  mtf* 
ment  impracticable,  it  was  an  unfair  proceed- 
ing in  the  house  to  couple  the  two  things 
together ;  one  point,  and  one  alone,  could  be 
considered^  and  that  one  was,  whether  we 
shall,  at  this  moment  of  peril,  condescend  to 
avail  ourselves  oi  the  volunteer  services  of  our 
brethren  in  Ireland,  or  shall  we  coiitome« 
liously  tell  them,  that  even  their  services  are 
beneath  our  considerati on. -^Upon  what  prin- 
ciple it  was  that  this  occasion  had  been  taken 
to  reprobate  the  system  of  volunteer  services 
in  the  army,  he  could  not  understand. — No 
man  was  a  greater  enemy  to  the  deliberation 
of  soldiers  in  arms  than  himself,  but,  without 
volunteer  services,  great  achievements  had 
never  been  perforn>ed,  nor  did  he  see  the 
wisdom  in  questioning  the  use  of  volunteer 
exertions  at  a  moment  wlien  almost  the  en- 
tire defence  of  the  country  depended  upon 
the  volunteers.  It  was  against  the  true  spi- 
rit of  the  union  he  -contended,  that  these 
difBcultiei  ^werc  made— that  measure  which 
was  to  strengthen  the  empire,  aqd  increase 
its  consequence,  what  was  its  proposed  opera* 
tion,  what  must  foreign  nations  say,  when 
for  the  first  time  it  is  brought  into  considera- 
tion, they  shall  learn,  that  a  doubt  arose  whe- 
ther the  two  kingdoms  should  mutually  assist 
each  other,  and  that  this  point  was  gravely 
debated  in  the  parliament  of  the  empire  ?— » 
And  shall  nothing  be  said  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  are  they  to  have  no  feeling 
for  your  contumely  ? — A  kingdom,  he  said,  as 
independent  as  your  own,  whose  indepen- 
dence you  was  forced  to  acknowledge,  or  we 
would  not  have  treated  with  you,  a  people,  who 
have  sacrificed  that  independence,  who  have 
cashiered  their  parliament,  Svho  have  given 
up  their  consequence  as  a  nation,  to  coalesce 
with  you  as  friends,  is  it  meant  that  this  peo- 
ple should  be  told  that  their  preseit  situation, 
is  so  abject,  that  even  their  sendees  are  not 
worth  your  acceptjince.  Gentlemen  cannot 
be  in  earnest  ?  it  is  impossible. 

The  question  bring  loudly  called  for,  the 
house  divided  on  the  motion  that  the 
speaker  do  leave  the  chair,  when  there  ap« 
peared, 

Ayes       .  -       124 

Noes       -  -  54 

Majority  -  — 70 

The  bill  wa<  nccordingl y  committed,  ani 
the  report  ordcrc^d  to  be  received  00  Thursdar. 
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LiH  tfih  Minority* 
MJi\\'f  Egbert  Holland,  Henry,  jun, 

Bankcs,  Keury  Howard/Henry 

Barclay,  Sir  Robert  Kensington,  Lord 

Bastard,  John  PollcxFcn  Lawrence,  French 
Bbu^afitfy  Hon.  Edw.        LemoR,  Sir  -WiUiam 
CauiMBg,  Rt  Hon.  Geo.    Maddox,  Wm.  Augustus 
Cavcndi*h,Ld.,Geo.  A.H.  Mtrsham,  Viscount 
Cooke,  Bryan  Milner,  Sir  William 

CrCcvcy,  Thomas  Moore,  George  Peter 

Ctist,  Hon.  John  Morpeth,  Viscount 

DicTdnson,  Win.  jun.       North,  Dudley 
DilJenyHon.H  Augustus  Ord,  William 
Dundas,  Hon.  Chas,  L.    Ossulston,  Lord 
DundacjHon.Geo.H.L.  Petty,  Lord  Henry 
Elford,  Sir  William  Porchester,  Lord 

Eiisf6n,  Earl  of  Pytchcs,  fohn 

Fellowcs,  Hon.  Newton  Rwssel,  Loid  William 
Folkestone,  ViscooBt      Smith  Wiljiam 
Fellowcs,  Wro.  Henry    Stanhope,  Walter  Spencer 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  John    Thornton,  Henry 
Fox,  Hon.  Chas.  Jas.      Vercker,  Charles 
Francis,  Philip  Walpole,  Hon.  George 

Gowcr,  Ld  G.  Lcvison    Ward,  Hon.  John,  Wm. 
Gregor,  Francis  Windham,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm. 

^  Qrcnvil!e,  Rt.  Hoi?.  T.  Wrottcsley,  Sir  John 
Gunning,  Geo.  Wm.       Wynne,  SirWatkin  Wm.' 
Hamilton,  Ld.  Arch.      Young,  Sir  William 

Calcraft,John  "l  tellers 

Elliot,  WiUiam  J  ^^"^''• 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  April,  11,  1804. 

[MiuuTBS.]  In  tbc  appeal  from  the  court 
of  sessions  in  Scotland  Abcrcrombie  v.  El- 
pbinstone,  Mr,  Clarke  was  heard  for  the  re- 
spondent. The  further  consideration  was  de- 
ferred until  Friday.  The  several  bills  on  the 
table  were  passed  in  their  respective  stage*. 

[Defence  ot  the  Country.]  The 
Earltjf  5t#//l  roseforthe  purpose  of  correcting 
«h  error  which  found  its  way  into  some  of  tlie 
public  prints,  respecting  what  he  had  said 
whin  he  had  the  honour  of  addressing  their 
lordships  on  the  day  before.  It  was  imputed 
to  him,  that  in  fepcaking  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  commands  of  two  vacant  regiments 
had  been  lately  disposed  of,  that  he  should 
have  said,  that  his  noble  friend  had  been  pas- 
sed over,  while  the  regiments  had  been  bestow- 
ed on  persons  who  had  performed  no  service 
to  their  country,  or  words  to  that  effect.  He 
begged  leave  to  disclaim  ever  having  made  use 
of  any  such  expression.  With  onfc  of  those 
officers,  (he  meant  to  allude  to  him  who  had 
succeeded  to  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Fawcett's  regt- 
ttient),  he  was  well  acquainted.  He  knew 
him  to  be  a  deserving  and  meritorious  officer, 
who  had  seen  much  service  in  variotls  parts  of 
the  world.  With  the  other  gallant  general 
he  had  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted, 
but  he  understood  that  he  was  an  able  andex- 
|)erieiiced  officer  also.  He  ihoqght  it  his  duty 
to  ooccectamis-fitfttement;,  which  hp  was  far 


from  supposing  to  he  intentional,  and  he  di<| 
not  intend  to  make  any  motion  on  the  subject; 
,  He  would,  notwithstanding,  take  the  libertjr 
of  offering  a 'suggefUion  to  the  houECj  and 
that  was,  whether  a  little  extension  of  the 
acquiescence  in  a  practice  that  had  lately  pre- 
vailed, would  not  be  desirable?  and  whether, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  inaccuracies  jq 
the  reports  of  their  lordships*  proceedmgs,  it 
would  not  be  propef  to  give  some  better  ac- 
commodation to  those  who — (here  his  lordr 
ship  was  called  to  order,  and  immediately  sai 
down). 

[VOLUKTEER    CONSOLIDATION    BiLL].-— 

The  house  having  gone  into  a  committee  on 
the  bill,  several  alterations,    merely    verbal, 
were  made.     On  the  clause  being  read,  which 
empowers  commanding  officers  to  take  any 
man  misbehaving  himself  in  the  ranks,  and 
place  him  under  arrest  during  the  time  the 
corps  is  exercising.   Lord  Grcnville  moved, 
that  the  clause  be  omitted  altogether.  The 
noble  lord  objected  to    the  clause,   on  the 
ground  that  it  went  to  provide  /or  nothing 
more  than  wliat  was  already  provided  for,  as 
l^e  might  in  case  of  riotous  behaviour  be  givea 
in  charge  of  a  constable.    On  this  motion  the   ' 
house  divided.  Contents  22.  Non-contents  7^ 
Majority  for  the  clause  15.— Lord  Grenville 
said,  he  should  not  object  to  the  prerogative 
clause  in  the  bill,  as  it  would  be  recollected, 
he  had,  on  a  former  evening,  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  distinct 
motion. — The  house  divided  on  the  clause  for 
allowing  the  marchii^  guinea.  LordGrenville 
suggested,  as  an  amendment,  to  allow  the  gui- 
nea to  them  instead  of  purchasing  clothes. 
'  The  numbers  were.  Contents  24.  Non-con- 
I  tents  14.  Majority  against  the  amendment  10. 
-—Another  division  took  place  on  a  verbal 
amendment.  Contents  22.  Non-contents  !!• 
-—After  discussing  several  other  clauses,  ifi 
which  no  alterations  were  made,  the  chairman 
was  directed  to  report  progress,  and  ask  leavie 
to  sit  again  to  morrow.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  CX>MiMQNS. 

Wednesday,  April,  11,  1604. 

[MiNUTBS.1— Mr.  Vansittart  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  af 
the  sum  which  may  be  wanted  tor  his  Majes- 
ty's foreign  and  secret  services  for  the  year 
1604.  Ordered.— Sir  John  Netvport  post-, 
poned  his  motion  respecting  the  lldbbster  ' 
election  till  Friday  next.— -Mr.  Foster  move4, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  hoiue  an  account 
of  the  quantity  of  corn,  meal^  malt,  fltld 
grain,    imported  into,   and '.exported   £rott% 
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Ireland,  togethen*ith  the  bounties  and  du- 
ties paid  thereon  from  the  1st  Jan.  1800,   tp 
tbe  1st  Jai^.  1BQ4,  distioguishing  the  quantity 
for  each  year.  Ordered.— Also,  t{iat  there  be 
laid  before  tlie  house  ^n  account  ot  th^  average 
prioe  of  English,  Welch,  and  Scotcli  graiu, 
ijrom  thie  l^th  Feb.    180!?.  Ordered.— Also, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account 
of  ilie  duties  paid  on  expons  of  linen  frono 
Iceland,  siace  theqommencemeutofthat  trade, 
t|ie  anoount  of  the  number  of  yards  exported, 
and  of  the  dutie$  paid  tliereoq.  Ordered. — 
Mr.  Windhjun  moved  for  an  accoupt  qf  the 
cuoiber  of  men  raised  in  Great-Britain  and 
I/eland  for  the  army  of  reserve,  pursuant  tp 
the  act  for  that  purpose,  distinguishing  the 
number  of  the  same  engaged  for  general  ser- 
fjce,  ^c.  Ordered. 

[Irish  Militia  Augmentation  Bill.] 
Mr.  Secretary  Yarke  moved,  that  the  order  of 
t|ie  day  should  be  read  for  the  committal  of 
this  bill  i  but,  previously  to  his  moving  thajt 
the  apeal^er  do  leave  the  chair,  he  took  the 
opportuaity  of  mentip^ing,  that  b>  inad ver- 
ify a  clause  b^d  been  introduced  into  the 
l^U  which  would  appear  to  throw  the  expense 
that  wquld  atten«l  this  measure  altogether 
upon  Ireland ;  this  certainly  would  be  unjust, 
and  it  was  &:  from  t^e  intention  of  govt. ; 
he  therefore  intended  to  remedy  this,  when 
die  bill  should  go  into  a  committee,  if  such 
was^ihe  ple^umre  of  the  house.  He  then  mo- 
^ed>  that  the  speaker  should  quit  the  chair. 
.  Colonel  .Cruufwrd  said,  that  the  bill  upou 
thi^  table  bore  so  ,n<^ar  a  relation  to  thai 
which  had  been  undec  discussion  last  night, 
»ad  both  of  them  had  $o  close  a  connexion 
with  others  which  his  Majesty's  painisters 
bad  in  contex^plation,  that  tliey  must  be 
considered  not  as  separate  mea-^ures  each 
complete* in  itself,  but  as  component  parts 
Qf  one  general  pkm,— ^Indeed,  the  right 
2)on.  Sec,  of  State  in  opening  this  business 
to  the  house,  after  a  statement  (on  which 
he  should  presently  make  a  few  remark^ 
of  the  actual  amount  of  the  force  which 
had  been  provided  for  the  defence  of  the 
empire,  had  .proceeded  very  properly  to 
bring  under  one  view  the  whole  of  the 
measures  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  pro- 
eure  a  disposable  force  for  future  offej^ive 
operations :  an4>  although  the  several  parts 
of  this  plan  were  now  brought  successively 
before  the  house  in  separate  bills,  yet  no 
9ne  of  them  could,  with  propriety,  be  dis- 
cussed or  decided  upon,  without  reference 
io  the  others.^r'— He  sliould  therefore  think 
it  necessary  to  say  a  very  .few  words  upon 
the  bi|l  for  empowering  his  Majesty  to  ac- 
<{ept  ibe  vol|uitary  oifers  of  the  Irish  mUitia,  : 


before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  that 
which  provided  for  the  augmentation  of 
that  force.  With  respect  to  tfie  former,  he 
said,  that  he  had  last  night  come  down  to 
the  house  with  a  determination  to  give  it 
his  support,  but  that  the  only  grounds  upon 
which  he  should  have  done  so  had  been  so 
distinctly  disavowed  by  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, that  he  was  greatly  embarrassed 
what  course  to  pursue.  The  principle  of 
the  measure  had  been  combated  by  argu- 
ments so  strong  in  themselves,  so  forcibly 
stated,  and  so  completely  unanswered,  that 
had  he  come  to  a  decision  in  consequence 
of  wh<it  he  heard  in  the  debate,  he  must/ 
in  opposition  to  his  original  intention,  have 
voted  against  the  bill.  Still  however  his 
objections  to  having  a  large  body  of  Irish 
militia  acting  in  Ireland  were  so  strong^ 
that  notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  the  opposers  of  the  mea- 
sure and  the  weakness  of  those  by  which  it 
was  defended,  he  would  have  adhered  t^ 
his  resolution  of  giving  it  his  support,  ha^ 
it  not  been  for  the  very  explicit  declaralioa 
made  towards  the  close  of  the  debate  by  a 
noble  lord(Castlereagh),which  lefthii?3  little 
reason  to  hope  that  the  object  which  he 
had  in  view  would  be  accomplished.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  approving  of  the 
measure  as  an  abstract  question,  \^\x\.  de- 
spdring  of  its  being  so  made  use  of  as  to 
produce  the  effects  for  the  sake  of  whicfi 
alone  he  did  approve  of  it,  he  had  really 
been  so  much  at  a  loss  which  way  to  vote, 
that  he  had  left  the  house  without  voting  at 

all. But  although  he  had  experienced 

this  difficulty  and  embarrassment  upon  the 
former  bill,  hefeltnotthesmallesthesitation 
in  giving  his  decided  negative  to  the  pre- 
sent one.  He  disapproved  of  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  Irish  militia,  not  only  from 
considerations  peculiar  to  Ireland,  but  also 
upon  the  more  general  principle  of  the  im- 
policy of  increasing,  in  either  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  that  local  force,  whose 
services^  if  the  general  defence  of  the 
state  required  their  beiuig  employed  in  ti^e 
other,  must  be  accepted  as. a  favour,  and 
could  not  be  required  as  a  duty.  The  i^- 
conveniencies  resulting  from  this  state  of 
things,  were,  in  his  opinion,  perfectly  suffi- 
cient reasons  against  any  increase  of  the 
militia  either  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland  ; 
and  instead  of  giving  his  consent  to  such 
an  augmentation,  he  must,  on  the  coptrary, 
expre^ss  his  wish  that  we  bad  no  embodied 
militia  at  all.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  we 
ought  not  to  have  any  militia  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, but  that  it  ought  not  to  form  any  part 
E  a 
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'  of  our  mhdifi  force.  In  considering  the 
situition  of  Ireland,  he  said,  that  whaterer 
delicacy  other  gentlemen  might  feei,  he 
for  one  had  no  ^Tunle  in  declaring  openly 
that  he  4id  not  thrnk  it  good  policy  to  em- 
ploy, in  that  country,  a  Targe  body  of  rrgi- 
ments  composed  entirely  of  Irishmen.  But 
in  saying  this  he  roust  beg  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  cast  the 
smallest  reflection  upon  the  Irish  militia, 
nor  to  insinuate  that  there  was  any  reason 
whatever  to  suspect  them  of  dislo)alty.  In 
the  year  1798  they  had  conducted  them- 
selves in  a  manner  that  did  them  the  highest 
honour;  and  their  allegiance  and  loyally 
had  triumphed  Over  all  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  seduce  them.  He  trusted  too  that 
those  of  the  present  day  were  as  faithful  and 
as  warmly  attached  to  his  Majesty  as  any 
other  part  of  his  forces.  Those  who  had 
made  tne  voluntary  offers  to  come  to  Great- 
Britain  had  certainly  given  the  most  con- 
vincing proofs  of  such  a  disposition ;  and 
he  had  no  rea^^on  k)  doubt  of  the  others 
being  equally  well  di  posed.  Still  however 
le  must  contend  that  it  would  be  more 
wise  to  employ  the  Irish  soldiers  any  where 
else  than  in  their  own  country,  in  which, 
if  we  look  back  at  the  events  of  the  last 
£ve  or  six  years,  we  shall  ^nd  too  much 
reason    to  believe  that  great  disaflfection 

must  still  prevail. He   was  convinced 

that  he  did  not  exaggerate  when  he  said, 
that  the  conspiracy,  which  existed  in  the 
year  1798,  comprized  nearly  three -fourths 
of  the  people  of  that  country.  The  insur- 
rection or  ci\*il  war  which  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  conspiracy  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  many  atrocities  on  the  part  of 
tlic  disaffcclcd,  but  it  had  also  been  at- 
tended in  its  progress,  as  all  civil  wars  are, 
with  acts  of  great  violence  on  bath  sides ; 
and  although  the  insurgents  had  been  de- 
feated and  subdued;  yet,  after  all  that  passed 
during  the  contest,  it  was  not  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  animosity  and  hostile  spirit 
which  induced  ihem  to  take  arms  against 
us,  should  have  been  as->uaged  by  the  de- 
fects  which  they  experienced,  and  the 
punishments  which  had  been  inflicted.—— 
Force  arid  severity,  however  necessary  to 
suppress  rebellion,  could  not  possibly  con- 
ciliate the  affections  of  the  people;  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  step  had  since 
been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
causes  of  discontent,  and  of  making  the 
Irish  sati  fied  whh  their  situation  and  attach- 
ed to  the  'gbyerrlment.  What  had  been 
done  which  coil  Id  entitle  us  to  suppose  that 
we  now  possessed  the  good  will  of  tlidse, 
who  so  few  J  ears  ago  %veie  our  inv^te^i^le 


enemies  ?— The  union  was  the  only  great 
change  or  remarkable  feature,  in  ourcoiKlDct 
towards  Ireland  since  the  rebellion ;  and  it 
was  impossible  to  think  of  the  union,  with* 
out  feeling  the  deepest  regret,  that  that  great 
measure,  which  might  have  been  made  the 
means  of  conciliating  the  afl^ections  of  tho 
Irish  people,  and  consolidating  the  strength 
of  the  empire,  had  not  been  allowed  to  pra* 
duce  any  of  those  consequences  which  the 
best  and  siocerest  friends  of  the  King,  of  tho 
Monarchy,  and  of  the  two*  countries,  had 
expected  to  result  from  it.    Hitherto  the 
union  had  been  productive  of  no  advantage 
whatever  to  the  Irish ;  and  so  far  from  hav- 
ing been  made,  as  it  nxight  have  been,  a 
means  of  conciliating  their  alFection,  it  was 
natural  for  us  to  suppose,  that  the  contrary 
must  have  been  the  case,  when  we  const* 
dered  that  the  great  object  which  they  bof>ed 
to  obtain  by  it,  that  which  they  expected  to 
be  the  first  consequence  of  the  union,  and 
which  they  considered  fis  the  price  of  their 
acquiescence  in  it,  had  been  positively  with- 
held.   Considering  therefore,  that  from  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  1796  to  this 
time,  no  material  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  or  in  our  conduct 
towards  that  country,  except  the  union,  in 
which  all  their  hopes  had  been  disappolnteil, 
he  could  not  conceive  upon  what  grounds  it 
was  that  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  indulge 
the  idea  that  they  were  now  so  well  afl^ected 
to  the  govt.,  as  to  make  It  wholly  improba« 
ble  that  that  country  should  again  become 
the  scene  of  insurrection  and  civil  war.** 
He  remembered  that  in  the  last  session^ 
when  some  gentlemen  were  giving  us  £ne 
acconntd  of  the  general  loyalty  of  the  Irish 
people,    he  had  ventured    to  express   his 
doubts  of  the  possibility  of  so  great  a  cfiange 
having  been  so  soon  effected,  without  any» 
apparent  cause.     His  doobtn  had  not  ^eii 
very  well  received  5   but  unfortunately,  ir^ 
less  than  three  weeks  afterwards,  an  instir* 
rection  had  broken  out  in  the  city  of  DuMinji 
suf^ciently  serious  to  induce  govt,  and  par*^ 
liamenc  to  grant  to.  the  lord  Itent.  the  power 
of  declaring  mai:iial  law.     In  the  present 
session »  this  meastire  bad  been  renewed  j 
and  it  was  impossible  for  mip^^ters  to  justi^ 
their  having  proposed  it  to  the  house  upon 
any  other  ground  than  that  of  Ireland  being 
still  in  snch  a  state,  as  to  give  cadse  for  ap* 
prehending  firesh  1  nsuncctidns.    Under  thcbo 
circumstances,  he  thought  that  nothing  but^ 
necessity  could  justify  your  keeping  in  Ire- 
land a  large  body  of  Irish  militia,  taken,  as  , 
they  are,  from  amongst  that  class  of  people 
of  w^ioro  there  Is  reason  to  believe  that  so 
targ^  a  ^portioi^  ia  diaafiected*    Nothing 
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bntnecessitycoQld  justify  yoar  placing  them 
in  9  situation  where  their  allegiance  would 
probably  be  put  to  a  test  so  severe,  that 
though  he  did  not  say  that  they  would  not 
stand  it,  (for  he  knew  that  in  the  last  war 
their  loyalty  had  resisted  every  attack,  and 
triumphed  over  every  other  feeling)  yet  it 
was  a  trial  to  which  he  would  not  wantonly 
and  unnecessarily  expose  them.  It  was  not 
consistent  with  prudence,  with  wisdom,  with 
common  sense,  or  even  ^ith  humanity, 
wantonly  to  place  brave  men  in  a  situation 
where  the  best  and  strongest  feelings  of  hu- 
man narore,  the  ties  of  con<:anguinity,  the 
afi^ons  of  a  son,  a  brother^  or  a  father, 
may  come  in  compethion  with  the  aflegiance 
of  the  soldier.  This  was  a  trial  to  which 
be,  for  one,  would  not  consent  to  expose 
them,  without  absolute  necessity.  —  He 
therefore  regretted  that  any  Irisn  militia 
had  been  raised,  and  should  object  to  its 
augmentation  ;  believing,  as  he  did,  that  it 
was  just  as  easy  in  that  country  to  procure 
a  force  of  a  different  description.  Ministers 
themselves  seemed,  indeed,  to  acknowledge 
that  this  addition  of  10,000  men  to  the  mi- 
litia establishment  of  Ireland,  was  become 
advisable  only  in  consequence  of  the  volun- 
tary offers  which  a  part  of  them  had  made 
to  CCMDC  to  Great  Britain :  but  it  was  im- 
possible to  deny,  that  there  was  much  in- 
convenience in  being  dependent  for  this 
extenHion  of  their  services  upon  their  own 
voluntary  offers  5  and  that  it  would  be  much 
better  that  the  terms  of  their  engagement 
ahoald  be  such  as  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
fipmmand  their  service  in  any  part  of  the 
empire.  He  therefore  could  not  conceive 
why,  if  they  could  not  procure  troops  of  the 
line,  they  did  not,  on  the  present  occasion, 
have  recourse  to  raising  fencible  regiments  in 
preference  to  inilitia  5  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  former  might  be  got  as  easily  as  the 
latter,  if  you  extended  to  them  the  advan- 
tages, DOW  exclusively  enjoyed  by  the  mi- 
litia, of  having  their  families  provided  for, 
an  advantage  which,  as  well  as  every  other, 
was  surely  as  £urly  due  to  fencibles  and 
troops  of  the  line,  as  to  that  branch  of  the 
public  force,  whose  service  is  most  limited. 
—A  noble  lord  had  assigned  as  one  reason 
io  ftvour  of  this  militia  augmentation,  that 
a  certain  number  of  men  added  to  an  esta- 
blished regiment,  would  be  sooner  disci- 
plined and  fit  for  service  than  if  formed  into 
fntir^  ne^  corps*  He  perfectly  agreed  with 
the  pgi^le  lord  as  to  the  general  principle, 
which  he  himself  had  strongly  insis  ed  upon 
vbeo  he  recoipmended  engrafting  the  army 
of  reserve  00  the  old  regiments  of  the  line  3 
%q(  |ie  ^uld  pot  approve  of  the  application 


of  this  principle  in  the  present  tnatance,  be« 
cause  he  objected  to  any  increase  whatever 
of  the  militia  force.  If  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  of  procuring  proper  officers  for 
the  fencibles,  a  considerable  number  might 
be  taken  fron  the  sixteen  reserve  battaliijas, 
which  were  so  inefficient  in  the  number  and 
the  quality  of  their  men,  that  he  considered 
a  very  great  portion  of  their  officers  as  betog^ 
in  their  present  situation,  lost  to  the  service. 
—With  respect  to  the  statement  of  the  ef- 
fective strength  of  the  forces  now  acttially 
on  foot,  which  had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  sec.  of  state,  in  the  speech  with  which 
he  had  introduced  these  measures  to  the 
house,  he  should  at  present  make  only  two 
-or  three  short  observations  upon  it,  reserving 
to  himself  the  tight  of  entering  more  fully 
into  that  subject  on  a  future  occasion,  la 
the  first  place,  he  must  obperve,  that  this 
statement  did,  upon  the  fiice  of  it,  bear 
some  marks  of  inaccuracy,  and  that  it  would 
therefore  be  much  more  satisfactory  if  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  lay  before  the  house 
the  actual  returns,  of  which  he  professed  to 
give  them  an  abstract :  and,  secondly,  he 
must  observe,  that  from  the  manner  in  whicii 
this  statement  was  made,  many  members  of 
the  house  would  be  led  to  suppose  our  re- 
gular infantry  to  be.  much  stronger  than  it 
really  was ;  in  attempting  to  prove  which 
he  could  be  guilty  of  no  impropriety,  be- 
cause he  had  access  to  no  documents  but 
what  every  roan  in  the  country  might  pro- 
cure as  well  as  himself. — The  right  hon.  sec. 
had  began  his  statement  by  saying,  that  the 
cflTecrive  strength  of  the  regulars  and  militia 
in  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  islands  in 
the  Channel,  amounted  to  199,000  men. 
When  he  afterwards  proceeded  to  describe 
the  different  species  of  troops  of  which  this 
force  consisted,  he  had  said  nothing  of  the 
cavalry  ^  but  he  had  stated,  that  the  regular 
infantry  amounted  to  90,000,  and  the  militia 
to  99,000.  The  infantry  and  militia  would 
therefore,  according  to  this  statement,  a- 
mount  to  189,000,  which  being  deducted 
from  the  total  number  of  199,000,  would 
leave  only  10,000  men  for  the  cavalry; 
whereas  the  establishoient  of  cavalry  for 
home  service,  as  voted  by  parliameni,  was 
25,019.  So  that  admitting  the  other  parts 
of  the  right  hon.  secretary's  statement  to  be 
accurate,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of 
15,000  men  in  the  cavalry,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  impossible;  and  he  should  ra« 
ther  be  inclined  to  suppose,  that  taking  the 
whole  force  at  199,000,  and  the  miliiia  at 
99,000,  the  remaining  100,000  must  con- 
sist of  nearly  20,000  cavalry,  and  not  much 
libove  80,000  infantry.    But  even  supposing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^5]         PARL.  MBATfeS,  April  11, 1804.— /rwi  Miliiia  Augmentation  Bill      "  IJQ 


the  infantry  to  bfe  90,000,  still  it  was  evi^ 
dent,  that  great  deductions  must  be  made 
from  this  gross  number,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  rfeal  effective  strength  fit  for  field  ser- 
vice.    In  (he  first  place  must  be  deducted 
beiwecn  5  and  6000  men  for  tlie  seven  gar- 
rison or  invalid  battalions :    in  thr  second 
jilace,  the  right  hon.  sec.  had  included  of- 
iicets,  s6rjeanis  and  drummers ;  whereas  in 
talking  of  the  effective  strength  of  regimfcnts, 
it  was  the  custom  of  ibe  service  to  state  the 
numbers  of  lank  and  file  only  :  and  in  the 
third  place  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  iS 
Reserve  battaBons,  which  were  also  included 
in  the  9O;0OO,  were  composed  of  the  refuse 
tf  Xlvi  men   raised  under  the  reserve  act ; 
men,  whom  the  regjtpents  of  the  army,  and 
even  the  second  battalions,  had  refused  to 
take,  and  of  whom  'he  believed  he  might 
ftay  v^ithout  exaggeration,  that  7  or  8^000 
tPfere  unfit  for  field  service.     After  making 
M  the^e  dedxictions.  he  believed  tliat  the 
90,000  would  be  reduced  to  about  60.000 
rank  and  die-,  of  whom  between  5  and  6000 
were  in  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  leaving  about 
60,000  frt'  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;    of 
which,  It  would  appear,  that  nearly  25,000 
rank  arid  file  were  in  the  latter  country,  .and 
35,000  in  this.     But  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  saiH,  that  the  Irish  militia,  whom  It  is; 
intended  to  bring  to  England,  would  be  re- 
placed by  an'  equivalent  number  of  the  re- 
giments of  the  line,  or  second  batlalioii 
hence  ;  so  that  supposing  6OOO  men  1 

description  to  be  sent  to  Ireland,  the  1 

of  the  regular  infantry  (including 
•battalions)  remaining  in  Great-Britain  [ 

be  29,000  rank  and  file.  It  must  h 
be  remembered,  that  this  computation  wa* 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  grosa 
linmber  of  infantry,  including  pflficers,  Ser- 
jeants and  drummers,  and  also  including 
-garrjsort  atrd  reserve  battalions,  amounted  to 
90,000  J  but  he  had  before  observed,  tliat 
itpon  the  face  cff  ihe  right  h')n.  secretary's 
own  staiemenr,  there  appeared  reason  tobe- 
I'tevc,  that  this  was  a  miUake.  He  had  al- 
ready remarked,  that  the  establishment  of 
cavalry  voted  by  parliament  for  home  service 
being  25,000,  it  was  not  presumable  that 
their' effective  strength  could  te  much  below 
'iOjOQp';  particularly  as  an  augmentation  pf 
the  establijihment  from  22  to  25,f)Q0  had 
lately  been  voted  ;  that  therefore  the  whole 
fbrce  being  1 99,000,  and  the  militia  99,000, 
the  femdning  100,000  probably  consisted 
df  about  20,000  CaValiy,  and  about  80,000 
ittfantry.  He  had  also  shewn,  that  taking 
the  gross  amount  ot  infantry  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland^  and  the  islands  in  the  Channel 
i»  bt  90,000^  the  effective  rank  and  file  in 


fereat-Britain  would  be  only  35,000 1  and 
therefore^  if  the  former  number  was  a  mis* 
take,    and    ought  to  have  been  stated  at 
80,000,  the  latter  would,  of  course^  be  re- 
duced to  25,000 ;— -and  in  that  ca<;e,  after 
sending  3  part  of  this  force  to  replace  the 
Irish  militia,,  we  should  not  have  more  thaa 
20,000  infantry  fit  for  field-service  in  Gxeat- 
Britain.— He  concluded  by  saying,  that  be- 
ing convinced  of  .the  nccesbity  pf  a  great 
and  immediate  augmentation  of  our  regular 
infantry,  he  should  at  the  proper  stage  of 
the  measures  now  in  progress,  take  an  op<f 
portunity  of  submitting  to  .the  house  his 
opinions  of  the  most  effectual  way  of  accom* 
plishing  it.     In  the  mean-time  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  shew,  what  was 
the  real  state  of  that  part  of  our  force,  as 
well  as  such  imperfect  docuxnents  as  be  ha4 
access  to,  could  j^nable  him  to  ascertain  it  $ 
and  there  could  be.  no  impropriety,  io  iiis 
entering  into  .these  details,  because  they  were 
grounded  only  upon  such  information  as  was 
open  to  every,  man  as  well  as  to  himself. 
If,  howevever,  it  should  appear,  that  ftgni 
want  of  better  information  he  .had  under- 
rated our  force,  it  would  be.  easy  for .  his 
Majesty's  mini&ters  to  convince,  the  house 
and  liimself  of  his  error,  by  laying  upon  tb:e 
table  the  actual  returns  of  the  army^  frotu 
'  *  '     their  own  stateoacnts  were,,  taken ^ 
well  aware;,  that  .there  might  sgroe- 
i  sufiScient  reasons  for  not  majiiug 
the  real  effective  strength   of.  ih» 
listing  in  the  country  5  but  after,  his 
*s  ministers  had  volunteered  coming 
.  with    a  statement  of  the  actual 
amount  of  each  branch  of  that  force,  ther© 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  his  asking  for  th« 
oflScial  documents  upon  which  that  state* 
ment  was  folmded  j  nor  could  they,  under 
such  circumstances,  urge  any  consideration 
of  prudence  or  of  necessary  secrecy,  as,  aa 
objection  to  the  production  of  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorki  said,  he  did  not  feel 
it  necessary  to  follow  the  hon.  officer  mi- 
nutely through  the  whole  detail  of  his  argu- 
ments, but  merely  to^pply  himself  to  a. few 
points  that  he  thought  should  not  pass  unno;» 
ticed :  and  fir^t,  with  respect  to  the  subject 
of  the  Union,  which  the  hon.  officer  seemed 
to  think  so  barren  of  the ,^ood  consequences 
it  was  expected  to  produce.  He. believed 
it  never  could  have  been  rationally  expects 
ed,  or  feasibly  promiiS^d  by  any  man,  that 
all  the  good  effects  to  be  hoped  from  that 
measure,  were  t6  be  realised  in  the  short 
period  that  has  elapsed  since  it  was  effect- 
ed. Those  benefits  must,*  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  tilings,  be  of  gradual  growlhu 
What  portion  of  them  had  hitherto  obtain- 
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«d,  he  would  leave  it  for  those  hon.  gerits.^ 
represerttatives  of  that  country,  whom  he 
saw  around  him,  ta  declare,  which   they 
were  competent  to  do,  from  their  local  know- 
ledge and  observation.     With   respect  to 
the  mil  now  before  the  house,  he  begged  to 
observe,  that  it  was  not  in  fact  for  any  ex- 
traorditiary   angmentation  of  the   militia  of  * 
Ireland,  to  which  branch  of  the  service  the 
hon,  officer  so  touch  objected,  but  to  fill  up 
that  vacancy  which  would  be  created  in 
that  militia,  if  it  should  be  thought  expe- 
dient by  his  Majesty  to  transfer  lO.ooQ  of 
tbera  to   this  country)  and,    even   if   hey 
should  not  be  so  transferred,  (he  present  bill 
would  do  DO  more  than  raise  the  militia  force 
of  Ireland -to  the  numbers  at  wh»c'h  they 
stood  during  the  last  war.  '  Wilh  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  n\ilitia  force,  he  only  felt 
it  necessary   to  say,  that,  as  a  matter  of 
opinion  he  differed  from  the  hon.  of!icer ; 
and  he  thought  he  was  well  warranted'  in  so 
differing  from  that  opinion,  by  the  gallant 
conduct  of  that  militia  in  the  time  of  the 
rebellion,  and  the  efficient  bravery  they  had 
shewn,  not  "only  in  repelling  a  domestic, 
but  a   foreign  enemy,  aided,  certainly,  by 
another  body  of  their  brave  and  lOyal  coun- 
trymen, of  whom   he  never  could   speak 
vrithout  the  highest  and  most  honourable 
commendation,  the  Yeotnanry  of  Ireland. 
With  respect  to  the  general  strength  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  upon  which  so  many  in- 
Tidious  comments  were  so  frequently  made, 
he  considered  it  really  so  formidable  as  lo 
leave  very  little  apprehensiohs  of  any  incon- 
venience that  could  resultfronithe  scrutinies 
of  tfie  hon.  officer,  even  upon  the  minutest 
details  of  the  public  force.     For  looking 
around .  him  to  the  gallantry,  the  heroism, 
and  the  prowess,  perpetually  displayed  by 
British  troops  in  every  quarter  of  theglob^; 
contemplating  the  achievements    recently 
effected  hy  a  mere  handful  of  British  troops 
in  India,  over  the  most  formidable  and  nu- 
merous armies  of  the  native  powers  5  view- 
ing a  few  detachments  of  British  cdvalry 
and   infantry,  annihilating  whole  krmies  of 
40  or  50,000  men,  storfamg  their  fortresses, 
and    Ciiptoring  their  artillery;  he  had  ho 
apprehensions  for  alatrti  when  he  looked  at 
home,  and  viewed  such  a  bulwark  for  our 

I     defence,  as  an  antiy  of  160,000  such  troops 
presented    to   the   foe.      When   he    saw 
'      10,000  sach  cavalry  as  the"  handful  that  cut 
i     to  pieces  the  20,000  chosen  men  of  Scindia*3 
army;    when  he  viewed  a  train   of  700 
.     pieces  of  artillery,  manned  by  7,000  well 
trained  Britions  to  give  theta  effect,  he  felt 
none  ai  that  £llartn  whicli  seemed  tp  affect 
the  hon,  gent.' 


Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  opposed  the  pre- 
sent bill,  not  merely  as  a  distinct  and  de- 
tached measure,  but  as  coupled  with  the 
bill  of  last  night,  to  which  he  also  strongly 
objected  as  part  of  a   system  towards  Ire- 
land,  which  he   totally    disapproved,    and 
which  was  designed  and  calculated   to  un-  . 
dermine   the  constitutional  principle   of  a 
national  militia,  evinced,  first  by  encourag- 
ing the  militia  to  volunteer  into  the  army  of 
the  line,  next,  by  admitting  as  officers  of 
militia,  persons  who  were  rather  strangers, 
and  possessed  no  qualification  in  the  respec* 
tive   counties   into   whose   regiments^  they 
were  admitted;    and  now,    by   recruiting 
men  for  the  mililia  by  bounties,  and  not  by 
ballot.     The  noble  lord,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  made  some  allusions  to  the  let- 
ters lately  written  by  a  noble  lavv  lord  in, 
Ireland,  in  which  it  was  asserted,  thaX  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
incapable  of  being  rendered  loyal  subjects 
to   a  protestant  govt. ;  a  declaration,  not 
only  falsified  by  the  whole  tenor  of  histori- 
cal facts,  but  corainjg  from  such  authority^ 
admirably  calculated  to  insult  national  feel- 
ing, and  to  excite  disaffection" even  where 
it  never  existed  before. 

Mr,  fFbitsbed  Keene.  said,,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  voted  for  the  measure  of 
Union,  which   had  been   alluded   to,  anid- 
who  was  convinced  it  was  the  sentiment  of* 
the  enlightened  people  of  Ireland,  that  it 
was  a  measure  fraught  with  the  happiest 
consequences  to  that  country ;  and,  though 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that,  in  so  short 
a  time,  the  measure  could  have  produced 
any  thing  like  its  full  effects,  yet  it  cer- 
tainly had  produced  one  thing  that  laid  the 
foundation  for  those  good  effects  which  he 
doubted  not  would  rapidly  follow-.     It  re- 
moved that  most  objectionable  of  all  poli- 
tical principles,   the  separate  existence  of 
two  co-ordinate  and  independent  legisla^ 
tures  in  the  same  state,  which  constantly 
exposed  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire  to 
dangers  arising  from   discord   and   mutual 
strife,  which  ambitious  or  designing  men 
might  promote  by  the  agitation  of  irritating 
questions.     Though  he  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, he  had^  spent  40  years  of  his  life  in 
this  country^  37  of  which   he  had  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  liiember  of  that  house,  and 
therefore  he  must  be  supposed  free  from 
national  prejudice.     He   would  declare  his 
own   conviction,  founded  upon  the   senti- 
ments of  other  gents,  most  conversant  in' 
the  local  stale  ot  that  country,  that  of  the 
whole  mass  of  the  lovver  orders  of  the  com- 
munity there,  more  especially  in  the  South'-- 
ern  provinces,  ohe- third,  at  least,  wei^  of 
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a  d«*8criptioo  that  icn  e\'ery  war  which  in- 
liotvcd  the  empire^  were  rather  to  be  con- 
sidered dangerous  than  friendly  to  the 
fttate;  men  of  dissolute  and  riotous  dis- 
positions, easily  moulded  to  the  mischiev- 
ous designs  of  seditious  demagogues:  of 
tlus  description  of  men  it  was  desirable  to 
get  as  many  as  possible  out  of  the  country ; 
because  thus  they  would  be  removed  out  of 
the  way  of  temptation,  and  have  their  minds 
improved,  by  seeing  the  manners  of  other 
couotries,  and  acquire  new  habits  of  indus- 
tiy.  Removed  from  home,  and  forming  part 
of  those  armies  that  carried  the  glory  of 
British  arms  to  the  farthest  parts  of  the 
globe,  there  were  no  men  on  earth  more 
disuttguisbed  for  their  bravery  and  loyalty  j 
in  the  various  walks  of  industrj,  none  more 
distinguished  for  their  perseverance.  But, 
if  ibere  ever  was  a  measure  more  eminently 
calculated  than  all  others  to  promote  the 
true  end#  of  the  union,  it  was  that  of  the 
bill  for  bringing  into  this  country  10,000  of 
the  Iriiih  militia,  because  it  would  transfer 
wen  from  their  hooae;  when  heated  by 
whiskey,  and  prejudiced  by  local  ignorance 
and  bad  conncxipns,  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing,  in  this  country,  the 
happy  effects  of  sobriety,  industry,  and  sub- 
ordination to  the  laws  y  and  they  would 
carry  back  with  them  to  their  own  country, 
new  ideas,  and  new  habits,  tending  more 
than  any  thing  else  to  promote  the  inter- 
course and  the  atuichment  so  desirable  be- 
tween the  countries,  and  ultimately  to  ren- 
der the  inhabitants  of  both  as*  one  people. 

Sir  John  lVToiU$ley  opposed  the  bill,  prin- 
cipally on  the  same  ground  with  the  hon. 
Col.  (Craufurd),  whose  ob.<iervations  upon 
the  state  of  the  public  force  he  fully  adopt- 
ed, and  from  which  he  argued,  that  the 
present  force  of  tiie  country,  in  infantry  of 
the  line,  did  not  exceed  20,00Q  men  3  and 
notwithstanding  the  exultation  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  of  the  formidable  stale  of  our 
public  force,  he  charged  bis  Majesty*s  mi- 
nisters with  the  grossest  inattention  towards 
our  foreign  possessions.  For,  loudly  as  the 
.  right  hon.  gent,  had  exalted  in  the  successes 
of  our  arms  in  India,  he  seemed  to  forget, 
that  the  almost  defenceless  state  of  our  West- 
India  possessions,  rendered  our  security  in 
that  important  quarter  extremely  problema- 
tical ;  while,  by  the  grossest  inattention  to 
our  concerns  in  Africa,  and  notwitl^tanding 
the  boasted  possession  oi  ISOiO  ships  for  our 
general  defence^  the  enemy  bad  been  suf- 
iered  to  wrest  from  us  our  most  important 
possession  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  To- 
wards our  possessicMB  in  Ceylon,  theif  ncg- 
Ujeace  had  been  equally  reprehensible,  nor 


was  it  at  all  certain  that  Xhp  island  remainr d 
at  this  hour  in  our  possession  |  and,  with 
Reference  to  our  recent  successes  in  India, 
which  had  betn  so  much  the  subject  of  ex- 
ultation, it  was  yet  to  be  confiidered,  'vl^he- 
thcr  those  suc^resses  were  really  grounds  for 
triuniph.  At  all  events,  they  were  purchased 
at  an  expense  of  blood  and  of  brave  men, 
which  created  the  necessity  of  recruiting  our 
forces  in  that  country  by  new  drains  upon 
the  population  of  this  ;  and  which,  the  more 
our  territories  were  extended,  the  greater 
would  be  that  necessity  at  a  time  when  our 
situation  at  home  rendered  it  the  more  em- 
barrassing }  while,  th^  more  extensive  our 
new  acquisitions,  the  more  difficult  their  de- 
fence, and  consequently  the  more  uncertain 
must  be  tlie  permanence  of  our  tenure.  The 
hon.  baronet  then,  adverting  to  the  situation 
of  our  home  affairs,  observed,  that  through 
the  incompetence  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
we  were  reduced  to  a  dilemma  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  any  nation.  We  were 
driven  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  out  of  a 

Eeace  which  they  made,  and  did  not  know 
ow  to  keep,  but  which  they  ackpowledged 
to  be  untenable,  into  a  war,  which  they 
knew  not  how  to  conduct,  in  which  we 
were  left  without  an  ally  in  the  world.  We 
were  carrying  on  that  war  by  the  most 
ruinous  and  inefficacious  systeni  on  earth, 
that  of  a  blockade;  in  which  we  were  wear- 
iilg  out  our  navy,  and  exhausting  the  spirits, 
tlie  patience,  the  vigour  of  our  men,  and  the 
treasure  of  our  country  \  tfnd  now,  £nding 
the  raising  of  even  the  roilhia  by  ballot  no 
longer  practicable,  It  >vas  proposed  to  resort 
to  bounties  upon  a  reduced  scale,  which, 
even  at  double  the  rate,  had' been  found  in-f 
effectual.  Such  a  system  he  considered  as 
inevitably  ruinous  to  all  means  of  defence, 
and  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  some  active  operation, 
and  to  strike  some  blow  which  might  at 
once  give  activity  to  the, native  gallantry  of 
our  troops  and  seamen,  instead  of  exhaust- 
ing their  hopes  and  sinking  their  spirits  in  a 
tardy  and  inactive  vigilance  upon  the  pre- 
paratory operations  of  the  enemy.  He 
wi:ihed  to  press  on  his  Majesty's  ministers  a 
broad  view  of  what  ought  to  be  done.  It 
was  not  enough  if  our  defence  was  amply 
provided  for,  which  he  doubted  \  he  wished 
them  to  think  of  a  more  becoming  exertion, 
to  rou^e  them  from  the  lethargy,  the  dream 
in  which  they  were  plunged.  He  would 
address  to  them  the  words  of  the  anticot 
Roman — *'  %i  dormist  expergiscere  :  si  €»• 
pergisctiris^  sta  ;  si  stas^  ingrederei  ^i  ingr4' 
dais,  curre  ;  %%  curris^  luivola" 
Sir  WUliam  Erskine  observed^  that  white 
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genderpen  maintained  noihing  had  been 
done  for  the  defence  and  securhy  of  the 
country,  he  should  be  glad  ta  hear  from 
those  who  enicrtainrd  that  opinion,  what 
wbcr  and  more  effectual  plan  they  tht*nri- 
selves  had  in  view  for  ihe  same  desirable 
end.  As  lo  the  force  which  wan  at  that 
moment  in  activity,  he  was  convinced  it  wa^ 
as  large  and  efficient  as  any  that  could  have 
been  provided ;  and  he  had  every  justground 
to  believe,  that  not  a  single  man  more  could 
have  been  raised  to  render  the  disposable 
force  more  numerous.  When  gentlemen  con- 
ceived themselves  so  very  strongly  founded 
in  their  opinions,  was  he  not,  he  should  ask, 
fls  strongly  jusiiiied  in  calling  for  proofs  in 
SQpport  •f  these  assertions  ? 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  had  voted  for 
the  mea%ure  under  consideration  last  night, 
but.  he  considered  he  present  as  a  totally 
•cparate  measure.  He,  therefore,  conceived 
there  would  be  no  inconsistency  in  voting 
for  that,  and  again'^t  this.  The  motive  of 
his  vote  last  night  was,  an  opinion  that  the 
measure  then  under  consideration  went  to 
pcrfcct  the  onion  between  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  for  without  sonle  measure  of  this 
nature,  a  legislative  act  was  insufficient  lo 
pToduce  a  complete  union.  He  was  horry, 
however,  to  find  that  motives  of  local  con- 
Fcnieoce  were  stated  in  objeciion  to  it.  The 
militia  having  been  formed  here  subsequent 
to  the  union  with  Scotland,  its  services 
were,  of  course,  applicable  lo  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  Great-Britain  5  since  an  union  had 
taken  place  between  Great-Britain  and  Ire- 
land, he  saw  no  reason  why  the  miliiia  of 
either  should  not  be  mutually  applicable  to 
die  service  of  the  other.  He  supported  the 
union  on  the  principle  of  a  community  of 
defence,  and  he  should  not  have  supported 
it  if  he  had  not  had  such  a  confidence.  He 
confe?*sed,  that  his  hopes  on  this  head  were 
much  weakened  when  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  of  lords 
fieotenants  of  couatjcs  and  members  of  par- 
liament holding  coaimissions  in  the  militia, 
at  the  Thatched- house  tavern,  held  yester- 
day, in  opposition  to  such  a  mcasute.  When 
resolutions  of  thalt  kind  came  from  Ufcrsoos 
deeply  interested  in  the  wc^-bcjIl^  of  Ire- 
land, from  po-.scj»smg  properly  in  that  cour* 
uy,  1  d,  from  the  same  caiVse,  likely  to  be 
aci  oalr.ted  uah  the  value  of  that  p^n  of 
tb*  empire,  he  was  surprised  that  such  per- 
•cns  hould  not  have  ihought  it  their  duty 
to  sacrifice  motives  of  personal  coovenu  nee 
to  the  common  defence.  He  hoped,  hoW' 
fw.  the  ^nac  wotaid  soon  come,  when  the 
bterchange  woaldie  carried  into  effect,  as 
4e  mcciing  he  h^d  aflud'edto.  assumed  that 
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such  a  measure  was  already  before  the  le* 
gi^lature.  He  trusted,  at  least,  that  10.000 
highly  discipliaed  Irish  militia*  would  not  )>e 
replaced  by  new  levies.  He  wished  to  h'.«vd 
British  militia  substituted;  at  any  rdte,  h$ 
hoped  it  would  not  be  by  a  force  not  capa- 
ble of  being  trained  in  less  than  eighteen 
months,  neiiher  could  he  think  of  the  army 
of  reserve  as  an  equivalent,  after  it  had  been 
picked  of  every  gOod  man  to  fill  up  the  re** 
giments  of  the  line.  \  e  had  always  doubted 
whether  a  militia  was  the  best  force  for  Ire- 
land} he  had  now  a  particular  objection  to 
this  augmenfation«  It  was  intended  to  aug<* 
mcnt  the  regular  army,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  militia  would  create  a  ruinoiir 
competition  in  the  country,  which  was  ab^ 
solutely  the  best  market.  He  thought  il 
better  to  raise  men  in  the  first  instance  foe 
general  service,  or  at  least  for  service  in  the 
whole  extent  of  the  empire,  than  to  raiso. 
them  for  a  service  from  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  them,  by  a  variety  of  volunteer 
offers,  to  a  stat«  in  which  they  would  be 
more  generally  available.  He  dissented  from 
the  present  mea.<iQre.  Had  he  been  awaraf 
of  th:i  resolutions  of  the  meeting  he  ad* 
verted  to,  he  doubted  whether  he  should 
have  given  the  vote  that  he  did  give,  on  the 
measure  under  consideration  last  night*  If 
he  continued  of  his  present  opinion^  and 
more  particurarly  if  be  saw  any  thing  to 
confirm  it,  he  did  not  know  that  he>  should 
not  give  a  contrary  vote  on  the  report  of 
that  measure  to-morrow.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  honour  of  his  country  was  com- 
promised by  the  disponition  which  had  been 
shewn  to  make  light  of  the  others. 

General  Maittand  thought  that  a  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  inefficiency  of 
our  regular  army  ;  for  his  own  part  he  per-, 
fectly  agreed  with  an  hon,  baronet  who  had 
spoken  lately  (Sir  W.  Ersfcine),  that  those 
^Vho  were  so  loud  in  their  objections  against 
the  ministers,  for  not  raising  the  army  be- 
yond what  it  now  was,  were  bound  in  con« 
sistency  to  point  out  ^ome  plan  by  which 
tliese  deficiencies  might  be  supplied.  Till 
they  did  sttb  nit  such  a  plan,  he  really  could 
not  see  whit  right  th<%y  had  to  infer  thai 
ministers  had  not  made  every  possible  exer- 
tion for  this  purpose.  When  gentlemen 
talked  so  much  of  the  small  number  of  our 
disposable  ^rce,  they  ought  to  keep  in  view 
the  means  by  wich  any  aduoinist  ration,  with 
the  most  strenuous  exertions,  were  able  10 
increase  its  numbers  and  tii  ciency.  it  was 
to  be  considered,  that  the  proportion  of  the 
population  of  the  country  at  this  moment 
amenable  to  actual  service  wa«  not  consi- 
derable; that  there  were  eircumstances  ia 
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our  general  situation  which  were  hostile  to 
this  augmentation  of  bur  regular  regiments  j 
tbat  the  progress  of  wealth  and  the  apphca*- 
tion  of  productive  labour  most  indsposw  the 
lower  orders  from  entering  ♦into  a  military 
life.  This  was  an  argument  which  it  was 
very  fair  to  urge,  with  respect  to  any  sup- 
posed dtiiciencics  in  our  regular  force,  at 
ihe  present  moment.  But  it  was  nothing 
more  than  just  to  look  at  what  had  been 
done  in  folmcr  tirnes,  and  under  fotmer  ad- 
ministrations, to  increase  the  regular  force  of 
the  country.  In  taking  this  review,  he  hud 
Tib  intention  to  criminate  formen  minisiers 
for  any  improper  want  of  vigilance  and  ex- 
ertion. But  he  roust  beg  leave  to  declare, 
that  comparing  the  exntious  made  by  the 
late  administration,  at  the  commencement 
6f  the  late  war,  when  the  augmentation  of  a 
disposable  force  was  the  great  object  in  view, 
with  what  had  been  done  by  his  Majesty's 
present  servants,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  the  objections  urged  against  the 
present  deficiency  of  our  disposable  force 
were  altogether  unsatislactory  and  inconclu- 
aive.  In  making  this  observation,  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  say  that  he  alluded  not  merely 
to  the  number  of  additional  men  procured, 
but  the  quality  and  component  parts  of  our 
regular  afmy.  It  would  not  be  denied  that, 
in  many  of  the  regiments  composing  the 
army  of  reserve,  the  quality  of  the  men  was 
jiot  so  good  as  could  be  desired  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  could  not  by  any  means  coin- 
cide in  the'  general  censure  passed  on  the 
army  of  reservjs  by  his  hon.  friend  who  open- 
ed the  discussion.  If  he  had  inquired  a  little 
more  accurately  into  the  subject,  he  would 
have  found  that  the  inferiority  of  the  present 
regiments  of  the  arm^  of  reserve  arose  out 
of  arrangements  which  did  H.  U.  H.  the 
commander  iq  chief  the  highest  honour  and 
credit.  The  fact  was,  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  selected  out  of  the  general  aggre- 
gate of  the  men  raised  for  the  army  of  re- 
serve about  22,000  men,  to  be  incorporated 
\^/ith  second  battalions  of  old  regiments.  Of 
ihe  men  so  selected,  he  wished  the  hon.  of- 
;ficer  and  the  house  at  large  to  understand, 
that  a  finer  body  of  men  never  was  incorpo- 
rated with  the  regular  army  either  of  this 
or  any  other' country  in  modern  Europe. 
It  was  trne  that  there  were  \6  regiments  of 
the  army  of  reserve,  the  troops  of  which 
■were  of  an  inferior  quality.  But  the  whole 
number  of  such  troops,  according  to  the 
litest  returns,  was  not  much  above  6  000 
men.  It  was  to  be  considered  also,  that 
buch  inconveniences  could  pot  be  avoided  6y 
any  possible  arrangemiept  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  recruiting  service.     He  could 


state  several  instance,?  of  a  similar  deficiency 
under  Former  administrations  ;  and  while  lie 
adverted  to  them,  he  meant  no  charge  of 
crimmal  negligence.     His  only  view  in  re- 
ferring to  them  was,  to  shew  that  the  exist- 
ence of  deficiencies  was  no  proof  Jof  want  6f 
vigilance,  or'activity;  during  the  late  war 
the  nominal  amount  of  regiments  of  the  line 
was  l60,  but  ihe  po<titive  amount  of  our  re- 
gular force  did  not  exceed  91,000      In  con- 
sequence of  the  existence  of  this  deficiency, 
H.  R.  H.  the  commander  in  chief  determi- 
t>ed  on  a  consolidation  of  the  regitnents  par- 
ticularly deficit nt   in  their  complement   of 
numbers.     The  mode  in  which  tliis  arrange- 
ment was  to  be  carried  into  efl^ect.  consisted  in 
the  consolidation  of  no  le^s  t  han  53  regiments, 
so   that    the   whole    nuaiber  of  regmienis 
was  reduced  to  109.     What  was  the  conse- 
quence of  this  consolidation  }     "Out  of  tlie 
53  regiments  consolidated,   which   ought  to 
have  amounted  to  33,000  men,  the  whole 
efficient   numbers  \^cre    not  greater    than 
7,500    men.      In   stating    these  facts,    he 
did  not  meati   to  blame    the  government, 
but  only  to  shew  that,  if  out  of  so  great  a 
proportion  of  regiments,  the  trash  and  dross 
bore  so  large  a  proportion,  it  was  neither 
fitir  nor  just  to  attach  blame  to  ministers  for 
their  conduct  in    the  military  supplies  of  the 
country.     It  would  not  be  denied,  that  the 
augmentation  of  our  disposable  force  was  an 
object  highly  desirable.     But  he  really  had 
not  heard  of  any  such  plan,  nor  could  he 
conceive  the  adoption  of  any  plan  at  all  con- 
sistent  with  the  circumstances  of  a  great, 
commercial,  and  flourishing  empire.  The  only 
plan  which  at  all  seemed  to  him  to  come  up 
-  to  the  idea  of  many  of  thoj.'e  gentlemen,  who 
were  most  decided  in  their  opposition    to 
ministers,    would  be  a  plan  founded  in  the 
utter  annihilation  of  the  trade,  of  the  wealth, 
of  the  industry  ©f  the  empire.     These  ob- 
servations he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  ad- 
duce generally,  as  to  the  objections  advan- 
ced against  the  present  establishment  ot  out 
military  system.     Adverting  more  particu- 
larly to  the  measure  immediately  before   the 
house,  he  had  to  state,  that  many  of  the  ob- 
jections against  the  acceptance  of  the  offers 
L  of  the  Irish  militia  regiments,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  that  species  of  national  force, 
proceeded  on  a  complete  misappfehensipn. 
It  was  urged  againstthe  acceptance  of  these 
offers,  that  deliberative  powers  were  incon- 
sistent with  the  establishment  of  a   regular 
army.     The  general  truth  of  the  position  he 
did  not  mean   to  deny,  but  he  certainly  felt 
it    bis   duty  to  controvert    the   application 
v^rhich  had  been  attached  to  it.    It  was  tiiic 
in  th«  theory  of  an  army,  that  deliberative 
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powers   were   excluded.    The  officers  and 
men  were  theoretically  excludetl  from  the 
right  either  of  acting,  or  thinking  in  their 
military  capaciiy,    beyond  what   the  com- 
mander in  chief  thought  proper  to  allow.  In 
particular    circumstances    of  practice,    this 
theory  was  never  attempted  to   be  carried 
into  ctfect.     He  might  instance  many  a  case 
where  thi*  was  the  practice  oi  the  army,  but 
one  or  two  striking  examples  would  be  amply 
KViflBcien't  for  his  argument.     It  was  in  the 
moment  of  the  most  imminent  danger,  that 
the  'heoretical  part  of  the   ccnstitution  of  a 
regular    army   was    necessarily   suspended. 
\yhen    it   was  determined  that  a  particular 
place' shpuld   be  carried    by  storm,  it  was 
theoretically  above  all  things  necessary,  that 
all   deliberative  powers   in  an  array  should 
cease.     But   this  was  the  very  crisis  when, 
according   to    the  practice  of    all    regular 
armies    the  power  of.  voluntary  determina- 
tipn  wa^  allowed.     The  same   thing   took 
place  as  to  the  body  of  the  army  to  be  em- 
ployed m  the  work'   at  a  siege. — Thehon, 
general  proceeded  to  allude  next  to  some  ar- 
gnmcnis  calculated  to  shew  the  deficiency  of 
our  military  e^tdblishmenr   in  the  West  and 
EiHi-lniirs.     As  to   the   present    situation 
of  ^t.  Do  ningo,  he  took  on  hinaself  to  assert, 
that  the  n  »mber  of  British  troops  to  be  kept 
up  m  the  West-Indies,  ought  to  be  less  than 
at  any  former  period.     He  could  hardly  con- 
ceive it  possible  to  argue,  that   with  relation . 
to  other  objects    in    the  West-Indies,    our 
force  was  at  all  inadequate  to  the  accomplish- 
inent  of  every  Briiiiih  purpose      The  house 
were  aware  of  tlie  advantages  gained  in  that 
quarter   of  the  world  since  the  commence 
ment  of  the  war,  and  he  would  put  it  faii^ly 
to  the  candour   of  any  hon.  member,  whe- 
iher  advantages  of  so  important  a  natuie 
had  ever  been  gained  within  the  same,  period. 
An  hon.   baronet   (Sir  J.  Wroitesley)  l>ad 
taken  notice  of  th^  capture  of  a  small  set- 
tlement on  the  coast  of  Africa.     He  was 
willing   to  adinu   on   the  authority  ,of  the 
hon.   baronet,  for  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter  from   any  other  quarter,  that   such 
•n  advantage   had   been  gained  by  the  enc- 
wy  ;  but  what  did  this   at  all   prove  as.  to 
the  general  means  pf  our  defence  both  with 
respect  to  ih'S  country  and  our  foreign  pos- 
Bcssions  ?     Nothing  was  more  easy  than  to 
account   for  this  partial  advantage  of  the 
«nemy.     It  arose  solely  from  this  plain  cir- 
cutnitance,  which  was  common  in  every  war, 
tbatcur  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
^erc  the  least  valuable  of  our  possessionsj, 
»nd  occupying  the  smallest  degree  of  attea- 
tfon,  were  the  roost  likely  to  fall  into  the 
5*B<l«ofthcci^ca)y,  however  inconsiderable 


the  force  by  which  they  were  attacked.-— 
He  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what  ' 
possible  ground  a  charge  of  the  insufficiepcy. 
of  our  force  in  India  could  be  brought  for* 
Avard.   He  needed  not  to  enlarge  on  the  bril- 
liant   and  important  victories  obtained  by  . 
the  gallantry  of  our  forces   in  that  quarter 
of  the  world.     When,   however,   h'e  stated  . 
what  a  small  proportion  of  European  troops 
were  engaged  in  these   services,  the  house 
must  see  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  bead  of 
our  Eastern   dominions  had   taken   no  step  , 
which  could  at  all  endanger  their  security. 
He  had  to  state  then,  according  to  the  most .. 
recent  accounts  which  bad    reached    him, 
that  in  all  the  brilliant  engagements  Which  , 
had  taken   place  on  the  continent  of  Jndia^ 
not  more  than  5,CXX)  out  of  .22.000  Euro-  . 
pean  troops  in  our  pay  had,  in  any  instance,  . 
been  engaged.     He  appealed   to  the  house  . 
whether  there  could  be  a   more   cot^clusive 
proof  that  any  objection  against  ^e  state  of 
our  military  defence  and  state  of  preparation  , 
in  India  was  totally  unfounded. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
have  been  necessary  for  him  to  address  the, 
house  this  day,  but  be  thought  it  right  to  of- 
fer some  observations  in  reply  to  the  opinions 
that  had  been  expressed  by  his  hon.  friend 
(gen.  Maiiland)  and  by  some  others,  while 
the  impression. made  by  those  opinio^ns  was 
still  recent.  And  first,  as  to,  what  fell  from  an 
hon.  gent,  near  him  (Mr.  Keene),  and  which 
had  been  restated  in  a  more  invidious  plan- 
ner bytliehon.  bart.  behind  him  (Sir  J. New- 
port), as  to  the  resolutions  of  the  lords  lieut, 
and  militia  colonels*  Ti^e  hon.  bart.  said  that 
those  noble  and  respectable  persons  should 
have  sacrificed  their  convenience  to  the  com<« 
mon  defence.  Was  that  the  native  of  the 
resolution  ?  it  was  impossible  to  believe  it ; 
and  when  the  chief  principal  officet;s  of  thjc  ^ 
militia  were  stated  to  be  unworthy  to  have 
their  horses  and  their  hopnds,  he  hoped  that  , 
such  a  motive  f  )r  t;heir  conduct  would  notb^e 
considered  to  be  made  out.  Was  it  impo8si« 
ble  to  find  out  a  constitutional  objection } 
When  tlie  resolutku^  was  adopted  by  tneu. 
whom  he  would  not  name,  but  whose  coiw 
nection  with  Ireland,  dnd  whose  interest  in  • 
that  country  was  well  known,  could  it  be  , 
supposed  that  the  resolution  originated  in  any 
slackness  with  respect  to  tKe  defence  of  Ire- 
land, when  that  should  be  proper  ?  (t  was 
not  any  attachment  to  horses  or  hounds,  nor 
yet  to  convenience,  not  even  a  wi&b  to  spare 
one  drop  of  blood  that  might  be  necessary 
tQ  that  defence  which  dictated  the  resolutionu 
It  wa&  a  conviction  that  the  interchange  was 
contrary  to  the  copstit^tioii  of  the  militia,  tct 
the  spirit  of  the  union^  to  the  express  stipula* 
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tiods  pfihc  treaty  of  onion  by  which  the  mi- 
lifia  of  each  country  was  reserved  for   that 
country:     If  however,  such  an  interchange 
wis  intetided.    should  it  not  have  been  an- 
Ddunced  to  the  house  by  a  message  from  his 
Mj^jesiy,  and  notHurreptitioosly,  as  was  at- 
tempted to  be  done  in  the  present  instance. 
The  hon.  gents,  opposite suppo^^ed  themselves 
possessed  of  gr^^at  dlevferncss  in  tliis  sort  of 
mana  ;ennent,  and  therefore  it  was,  that  wiien' 
rere  chirged  upon  th?m, 
with  exultation.     There 
lo  voted  for  the  measure 
le  reciprocity  which  he 
1  they  had  reason  to  com- 
[)n  was  LOt  fairly  brought 
who  were  most  m  favour 
ad  rea  on  to  be  a*<hamed 
ich  it  was  now  submitted 
fa  their  sanction.     He  would  not  here  go  in- 
to the  romarttic  scheme  proposed   by  some 
gents  of  bringing  'he  whole  people  of  Irrland 
to^this  country,  to  be  better  schooled  and  bet 
ter'  taiight.     It  was  known  that   whenever 
the  mea-^qre  of  the  union  was  discussed,    he 
ham  always  been  its  enemy,  and  nuw,  when 
he  heard  of  the  benefits  Ireland  derived  from 
it,'  he  wan  rompeiled  to  say,  he  knew  of  no 
such  benefits,  except  it  coiild  be  called  a  be- 
nefit to  have  got  rid  of  its  legislature.  Whe- 
ther that  was  a  benefit  he  knew  not.     Some 
of  the  act?  of  i  hat  legislator  e  jgave  some  ground 
to  say  it  was  a  brnefit      He  would  h  wever 
say.  that  the  union  had  not  had  its  fair  trial 
Those  who  had  brought  about  that  measure, 
had  allowed  that  it  would  n6t  be  complete 
till  less  it  weie  followed  up  by  oth?r  measures, 
no  one,  of  which  had  yet  been  carried  into 
effect.     He  wished  that  a  fair  trial  was  given 
by  the  execution  of  these  measures,    though 
he* confessed  he  doubted  whether  even  then 
thcr"  conld  be  a  complete  union  of  countries 
too  distant  for  local  convenience  to  permit  a 
community  6f  representation.      He  looked 
upon 'it  as  absolutely  impossible  that  Ireland 
shbold  ever  be   faiily  represented  in   that 
house.— With  respect  to  any  general  as  imi 
lalion  or  improvement  of  manners,  there  had 
yet  been  t\v  such  effect ;  and,  therefore,  when 
that  was  m^-ntoned,  he  confe><scd  he  gave  his 
tribute  of  thanks  to  those  gents,   who  had 
the  boldness*  and  sincerity  to  state,  that  while 
the  present  govt,  of  Irelirnd  lasted,  itwas  im- 
p'ssible  to  expert  any  such  event.     While 
there  was  a     hanceilor  of  Ireland,  who  told 
the  prople  of  Ireland;  that  they  could  not  be 
good  sbbjects  while  they  continued  faithful 
to  the  religion  ihf  y  proves  ed,  and  the  ideas 
which  t  hey  i.ad  of  what  they  o  A  ed  to  the  God 
wHom  they  adored    t  was  decidedly  impossi- 
ble that  country  could  be  goveroed  by  any 


other  means  than  by  force,  and  as  it  was  go* 
verned  now,  by  martial  law.    and  by  suspen- 
sion of  the  habeas  curpus  act  —His   hon. 
friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  found  an  in- 
consistency in  the  hon.  officer's  (col.  Crau- 
furd)  preferrmg  fencibles  to  militia,  when 
both  were  to  consist  of  the  Same  men.     It 
was  owned  both  were  to  consist  o^  the  same 
naen,  but  these  men  were  to  be  used  in  a 
very  different    manner.     The  Irish  militia 
would  constitutionally  be  confined  to  Ireland, 
but  fencibles  could  be  brought  here.     But  it: 
was  then  urged,  that  when  the  Irish  militia, 
wercbrooght  here,  they  might  be  picked;  cajo- 
led, and  sent  out  on  general  service.     What 
did  ferms  signify  j  it  was  said,  the  object  most 
desirable  may   be  obtained,    though  under 
other  names ;  that  it   was  the  cheapest  (a 
point  on  which  there  was  much  stress)  and 
best  way  to  have  the  paen  first  militia,  then 
fencibles,  and  in  the  end  regulars    To  say  to 
a  set  of  men,  will  you  or  will  you  not  volun- 
teer }  when  it  was  previously  understood  that 
their  officers  had  volunteered^    was   placing 
them  in  so  delicate  a  situation,  that  it  was 
evident  there  was  an  obvious  indelicacy  in 
mentioning  the  name  of  an  officer  who  had 
refused  to  Volunteer.     An  allusion  had  been 
made  to  the   volunteering  to  storm  a  fort. 
The  case   to  be  sure,  was  veiy  similar.    It 
was  submitted  in  that  case  to  a  set  of  men, 
every  one  of  whom  there  whs  a  right  to  com- 
mand,, who  would  offer  himself  for  a  service 
of  danger  which  required  only  a  few.     The 
men  were  in  that  instance  taken  by  the  point 
of  honour,  when  then  the  men  of  this  or  that 
particular    regiment    were  invited  to  offer 
ih^mseU-es  to  the  danger  and  the  glory.  This 
to  be  sure,  was  very  like  the  case  of  putting 
it  fo  »he  Irish  militia,  whether  they  were  wil- 
ling to  take  the  danger  of  coming  to  England. 
He  hoped  that  there  was  no  greater  danger  in 
coming  to  England  than  in  remaining  in  Ire- 
land.    He  wished  that  any  oncf  would  give  a 
good  reason  for  the  measure.     One  point  in 
the  most  brilliant- part  of  thcmosit  brilliant 
speech   made  last  niglit  on  the  other  side  of 
the  house  (Mr.  Canning's),  he  looked  upon  as 
a  complete  answer  to  all  that  had  been  said  of 
this  measure  liberating  so  much  disposable 
force.    The  foundation  of  the  argument  in, 
that  speech  was  not,  that  in  every  moment,  or 
in  all  circumstances,  it  was  a  pruper  time  to 
increase  the  disposable  force  ^  but  tba^  when 
this  disposable  force  was  not  in  due  piropor- 
tion,  that  disproportion  ought  not  io  be  re- 
n)edied  by  adding  to  that  description  of  force 
of  which  we  had  already  too  much,  instead, 
of  that  which  was  better,  and  in  which  we 
were  more  deficient'    His  hon.  friend  ((ea«^ 
Maitland)^  asked  ia  what  yearj  at  the  com?* 
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cy.    It  remained,  in  this  instance,  toibev 
the 


noeoGemcDt  of  any  former  war,  so  much  had 
hecD  taken  from  ihe  enemy  ?  He  would  $tato 
^hat  be  looked  upon  as  a  most  unfortunate 
year,  and  be  believei^  many   gents,    would 
agrte  with  him,  the  first  year  of  the  American 
war,  when  this  country  took  measures,  of 
which  what  it  suffered  now  was  part  of  the 
coaseqaences.    In  the  first  year  of  the  Dutch 
war,  id  17B0,  we  bad  gained  more  than  in 
the  most  brilliant  war  of  Former  times,  because 
wcattack^d  where  our  opponents  were  weak- 
est, and  took  St  Rustatia,  Demerary,  and  other 
places  in  the  West- Indies.     But  what  were 
the  consequences  of  these  captures,  and  the 
liC9ct  to  which  they  led  was  well  known. 
Then,  as  to  India,  bis  hon.^iend  (gen.  Mait- 
land)  was  so  enraptured  with  the  splendor  of 
the    victories,    and   splendid    he     allowed 
they  were,  that  he  did  not  hear  the  whole 
of  the    hon.   baronet's    argument,    or    did 
not    give   himself  time    to    understand    its 
force.    With   regard    to  the  advantage  we 
might  derive  from  the  destruction  of    the 
Mahratta   power,  he  wa?  not  prepared  to 
give  any  opinion  ;  all  he  would  say  at  pre- 
sent  was^  that  he  must  hear  more  on  the 
sobject  before  he  could  believe  that  it  W;as 
likely  to  be  of  any  advantage  at  all.     His 
bon.  friend  was  surprised  at  the  hon.  baro- 
net's adverting  to  India,  and  could  not  con- 
ceive the  object  of  that  allusion.     He  un* 
derstood  the  hon.  baronet  to  have  adverted 
to  India  for  this  purpose,  whether  he  was 
right,  it  was  for  the  hon.  baronet  to  i^ter- 
mme.     He  understood  the  hon.   baronet's 
object  to  be,  to  shew  whether  our  forces 
were  adequate  in  every   quarter.     Had  we 
£>rCes  enough  here,  had  we  enough  in  the 
West-Indies,  in  Goree,  in  the  East-Indies f 
Why    did     the  hon.    baronet  ask,    these 
qaestions  ?     Because,  if  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency any  where  abroad^  a  draught  would 
be  made  on  us  at  home^  to  supply  it.    Was 
it  a  sudicient  answer  to  this  to  state  that 
there  were  20,000  Europeans  in  India,  aud 
that    only   5000  had  been  engaged  in   the 
late  battles?      But  if  these  of  this    tcoo 
who   fell  were  to  be  replaced ;  but  if  the 
MT^r    was  to  be  continued,  and   an  extraor- 
dinary drain  was  to  be  made  on  this  coun- 
try,    where  it  had  already  produced  the 
most   pernicious  effects,  the  force  of   this 
country  must  be  diminisbed  to  supply  this 
drain,  and  the  West- Indies  and  our  other 
possessions  were  reciprocally  subject  to  the 
arguxnent.     He  looked  upon  the  measure 
DQvr  before  the  house  as  generally  uncon- 
Btiiut tonal,  and  as  a  direct  violation  of  the 
art.des  of  union.     It  was  said  that  the  con- 
stitutional principle  should  yield  not  only 
.  t^t  ucci^suiyi  but  to.g^rong  motives  of  poli- 


policy.     He  knew  of  no  policy  in  it, 
unless  it  were  policy  to  ad4  to  the  militia. 
It  was  a  whimsical  way  to  separate  the  two 
measures  and  the  order  in  which  they  were 
put  vas  still  more  whimsical.     Why  was 
not  the  first  thing  done  to  raise  a  force  tQ( 
supply  the  vacancy  ?      Because  the  hon. 
gentlemen  were  great  lovers  of  pretences  ; 
and  if  that  lyas  done,  they  would  want  a 
pretence  for  giving  this-  power  to  his  Ma* 
jesty^  while  they  said  his  Ms^esty  was  not 
to  use  it.—  Ought  not  the  substitutes  to  be 
provided  before  th  )5e  whom  they  were  tore- 
place  were  removed  ?— Now  it  was  to  be 
shewn  what  was  the  policy  of  the  measure. 
No  man  would  say  ihat  10,000  men  were  to 
be  taken  Irom  Ii:eland  without  proTvidingsub* 
stitutes;  let  the  hon.  gentlemen  wait  till  the 
substitutes  were  provided,  and  then  let  bis 
Majesty  be  enabled  to  accept  the  oflTers. 
Supposing  the  force  for  the  invasion  of  Ire« 
land  to  be  discomfited,  and  this  country  to 
be  thus  in  a  state  of  comparatively  greaieit 
danger,  he  allowed  there  must  be  a  strG^i^ 
ground  of  pvilicy  in  the  measure^  thougb 
even  then  there  would  b^  a  constitutional 
obj,ection.     He  had  respect  for  the  charac* 
ter  and  opinions  of  the  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  be  was  not  surprised  that,  at  the 
present  ipoment,  at  least,,  they  had  a  con- 
stitutional objection.    It    was  said    there 
were  30,000  reg,ulars  in  Ireland.     If  Ire- 
land was  in  a  condition  to  spare  a  part  of 
them,  and  it  were  wanted  here,  let  it  bo; 
brought  over ,  but  he  saw  no  reason  for  re* 
curring  to  a  legislative  measure  to  provide^ 
for  a  case  not  likely  to  occur,  when  there 
was  a  better  remedy  completely  oppn.     If 
this  measure  was  resorted  to  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  a  foundation  by  hypothesei. 
ftr  a  mea^ure  which  might  possibly  please 
the  hon.  baronet  behind  him  (Sir  J.  New.- 
port)  and  some  others,  though  it  would  not 
please  him,  at  least  let  it  be  fairly  pat  to  > 
the  house,  let  it  not  be  put  as  a  new  ques- 
tion; it  was  one  already  considered,  and^ 
the  articles  of  union  spokt»oa  it  precisdy. 
If  the  union  was  complete,  a  community  • 
of  militia  would  certainly  be  proper.     The- 
difficulties  of  .the  empire  might  have  in* 
creased  so  as  to  render  it  necessary  now  ; 
if  so,  let  it  be  fairly  proposed,  though  cer- 
tainly  the  fairest  time  for  proposing  it  would: 
have  been  at  the  union.     If  it  was  neces- 
sary, let  it  be  brought  under  consideration, 
with  a.  foil  attendance  of  Irish  members  j 
let  there  be  a  call  of  the  house,  if  that  at- 
tendance could  not  be  obtained  otherwise- 
He,    perhaps,    should    not    be   much    in 
favour  of  thembasure;  but  he  would  ad« 
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mJt  it  was  a  great  measure,  and  deserving' 
V    a  full  and  fair  cohsideratiftn. '  There  was 
reason  to  believe,  that  some  inducement 
bad  been  held  out  for  making  the  offers ; 
and  what  added  to  the  suspicion  was,   that 
some  had  been  made  3  months  back,  some 
.    4  months,  and  some  even  so  long  since  as  8 
months.     It  appeared,  that  ministers  con 
sidered  they  had  been  a  long  time  doing 
nothing,  and  therefore,  they  brought  for- 
ward these  three  bills  together,  to  have  the 
Appearance  of  doing   something  — Of  the 
fittspension  of  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  he 
•would  say  nothing,  as  it.  was  not  now  be- 
fore the  house,  except  that  it  came  plea- 
sently  recommended.     For  when  an  admi- 
nistration came  forward  to  recommend  the 
repeal  of  its  own  act,    there  could   be  no 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  that  repeal.     Be- 
fore they  entered  into  the  war,    ministers 
ibould  have  considered  the  means  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  ft.     It  was  certainly  a  satis- 
firctory  thing  to  be  able  to  defend  ourselves, 
iHBt  that  was  not  sufficient.     The  hon.  baro- 
net over  the  way  (Sir  W.  Erskine),  asked, 
^hy  did  not  the|;entlemen  on  this  side  pro- 
pose  measures  better  calculated  to  this  end? 
The  hon.  baronet  had  not  long  been  a 
member  of  that  house,  but  did  he  ever  hear 
of  such  a  thing,  or  did  he  think  that  any 
plans  could  be  offered   in   that  manner.? 
Certs^lnly  no  plans'could  originate  with  him 
(Mr.  Fox);  bat  it  was  not  natural  to  ex- 
pect that  any  would  be  brought  forward  by 
any  man  except  those  wlio  would  be  con- 
cerned in  the  execution  of  them.   The  diffi- 
culties in  the  way   of  increasing  the  army 
were  said  to  be  great  in  the  present  moment. 
We  had  entered  into  war  for  a  cause  that  de- 
barred us  from  all  hope  of  the  co-operation 
of   Europe.       When    therefore    ministers 
spoke  of  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  it 
should  be  recollected  that  they  were  diffi- 
culties which  they  foresaw,  and  into  which 
they  brought  the  country  without  preparing 
any  means  to  deliver  it  lirom  them.     It  was 
certainly  very  curious,  that  in  stating  these 
difficulties,  they  should  defy  others  to  pro- 
duce the  means  ot  overcoming  them,  that 
they  should  seem  to  triumph  in  them,  and 
say^  **  let  you  devise  a  remedy  if  you  can.'* 
What  a  situation  had    they  brought  the 
country  into,  when  the  wisest  man  in  the 
house,  could  not  devise  tbe  means  of  ex- 
tricating it !    The  hon.  gentlemen  appeared 
angry  when  they  were  charged  with  want 
of   energy.      This  was  certainly,    in  one 
sense,     without    foundation.       They  had 
plenty  of  energy  to  do  mischief.     He  was 
not  on^  of  those  who  arraigned  them  of 
want  of  abilities ;    biit  he  observed  thej 


were  very  sore  upon  such  charges.  Their 
situation  appeared  to  him  to  resemble  that 
of  Grildrig,  at  the  Court  of  Brobdignag 
whcf,  finding  himself  sore  from  the  sensible 
want  of  the  powers  possessed  by  those 
about  him,  and  wishing  to  make  it  appear 
that  he  possessed  sortie  powers,  set  about 
vaunting  of  his  powers  to  do  mischief?  "  t 
assure  you/*  said  he  to  the  King,  **  that  in[ 
our  own  country  we  possess  the  means  of 
destroying  whole  cities,  and  wasting  and 
depopulating  whole  kingdoms."  •'  Then,'* 
said  the  King,  "  if  1  am  to  believe  what' 
thou  sayest  of  thyself,  assuredly  Grildrig, 
thou  art  the  most  mischievous  little  animal 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.*' 

Mr.  W.Keene  explained,  as  did  Sir  J.Nevv- 
port,  hoth  of  whom  professed  the  highest  re- 
spect for  the  individuals  of  whom  the  meet- 
ing alluded  tb  by  the  hon.  member  consisted. 

The  Chancellor  of  th^  Exchequer, — Sir ;  I 
shall  not  detain  the  house  at  any  length, 
for  although  the  hon.  gent,  opposite  to  me 
has  entered  into  a  great  variety  of  discus- 
sions, yet  he  has  scarcely  touched  upon  the* 
question  immediately  before  the  house, 
wilh  the  exception  of  that  part  of  his  speech, 
which  went  to  shew  that  we  were  not  tak-^ 
ing  measures  to  increase  that  part  of  our 
force  which  is  most  wanted.  But  let  me 
ask  the  hon.  gent.,  was  not  the  proposition 
accompanied  by  one  to  increase  the  regular 
force  by  an  addition  of  j  8,000  men.  The 
Uni0i,  we  have  been  told,  has  been  at- 
tended with  no  one  good  effect  but  that  of 
destroying  the  legislature  of  Ireland,  and 
the  hon.  gent,  says,  that  it  has  produced  no 
practical  benefit.  I  am  confident  I  am, 
speaking  the  sentiments  of  those  most  com- 
petent to  form  an  opinion  in  this  i^espect, 
when  I  say,  that  the  state  of  Ireland  has 
been  most  materially  improved  by  the 
Union ;  and  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  histori- 
cally true,  that  since  the  junction  of  the 
representatives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, the  great  body  of  people  of  Ireland 
have  shewn  more  attachment  to  the  common' 
cause,  and  evinced  more  loyalty  than  be- 
fore. [Here  Mr.  Fox  exclaimed,  "  yes^ 
martial  law,  and  the  suspension  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  Act!"]  The  hon.  gent,  says^ 
^  martial  law,  and  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,"  but  he  should  also  addj,^ 
that  these  measures  were  sanctioned  by  the 
house  ;  and  I  will  freely  say,  that  they  were 
caused  more  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  moment,  than  by  any  w an t^of  at- 
tachment and  loyalty  in  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  It  has  been  said^ 
that  every  principle  of  the  constitution  re- 
quires that  the  measure  should  oot  be  reso^tK' . 
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ed   to,  excepting  under  circumstances  of- 
the  roost  pressing  necessity,  1  readily  admit 
this  position,  but  hon.  gents,  will  recollect, 
il  is  not  a  mere  novelty,  an  absolute  innova- 
tion unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  two 
countries.     Two  instances  may  be  adduced, 
when   both  the  parliament  of  England  and 
of  Ireland  acceded  to  it.     This  necessity 
was  considered,  sufficient  in  the  year  1799, 
even  when  an  honourable  termination  of  a 
long  war  was  considered  in  prospect,  and  a 
bill  was  passed,  empowering  his   Majesty 
to  appoint  the  regiments  of  Irish  militia  to, 
serve  in  this  country.     The  hon.  gent,  says 
also,  there  exists  no  maxim  of  policy  upon 
which  the  expedient  can  be  justified,  and 
that  it  is  an  indispetisable  consequence  of 
resorting  to  it,  that  the  defence  of  Ireland 
will  be  weakened  by  it.     It  is  not  a  j)art  of 
the  measure  Ihat  the   defence  of  Ireland 
should  be  debilitated,  but  it  might  be  the 
result,  under  peculiar  circumstances.    Such, 
however,  is  by  no   means  the  intention   of 
Ins  Majesty's  servants ;  and  I  contend  that 
ibe  present  measure,  combined  with  what 
Was  proposed    last  night,  may   efl'ectually 
conduce  to  the  security  of  both  countries, 
for  such  an  expedient  would  enable  his  Ma- 
jesty to  replace  those  who,  by  this  expe- 
dient, were  drawn  from  their  hnmes  to  pro- 
tect another  portion  of  the  Kingdom.     On 
this  reasoning  I  contend  that  the  proposal  is 
founded  on  the  most  obvious  ground  of  state 
policy  ;  but  the  true  motive  was  very  cor- 
rectly staled  ly  ipy  right  hon.^  friend  last 
night,  when  he  said,  this  resource  would 
set  at  liberty  a  certain  portion  of  the  regu- 
lar troops,  which  would  be  ready,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  to  be  destined  to  any 
service  ihc  exigencies  of  the  state  might  re- 
commend.    What  has   been   the   uniform 
subject  of  complaint,  from  the  benches  on 
the  other   side,  but   that,  since  the  com- 
ihencement  of  hostility,  we  have  never  suf- 
ficiently provided  for  the  internal  security, 
and   that   we  have   wholly  neglected  the 
means  of  increasing  the  disposable  force ; 
yet  most  unfortunate  it  is,  that  whatever 
plans  are    suggested   for  those  ^  purposes, 
ibey  have  to  encounter  opposition  from  the 
same  quarter.     Such  was  the  case  when  the 
bills  for  the  army  of  reserve,  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  and  for  the  volunteer  sys- 
tem, were   produced.     Whatever  may  be 
the  sentiments  of  others,  it  is  the  firm  per- 
suasion of  his  Majesty's  servants,  that   the 
effect  of  this  measure  will  be  to  provide^ 
with  economy  and  expedition,  an  accession 
of  force  to  the  extent  of  10,000  men,  by 
which  a  large   proportion  of  the  regular 
force  will  be  at  itxe  dispoe^  of  hh  Majesty, 


tQ  act  in  any  direction ;  and  that  it  would 
be  an  act  of  the  most  egregious  impolicy  to 
neglect  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  en- 
larging the  sphere  of  our  military   opera-, , 
tions.     The  hon.  gent,  confidently  stated, 
that  nothing  had  been  done  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  promote  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, and   he  in  consequence  (^barged  the 
continuation  of  the  war  on  those  who  had 
committed  this  neglect.    I  do  not.  Sir,  think' 
it  proper  at  this  time  to  controvert  this  as- 
sertion, because  the  verdict  of  the  people 
has  been   pronounced,  and  ministers  have 
been  acquitted  of  the  charge.     They  have 
shewn   they  consider  the   present   war  as 
one  of  indispensable  necessity ;  they  have  not 
thought  the  forbearance  of  bis  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, before  the  commencement  of  hosii- 
litica,  had  any  other  object  tluin  the  preser- 
valian   of  tranquillity,  and  they  have  vindi- 
cated   the  subsequent    proceeding    by    the 
universafzeal  and  animation  which  prevails 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     If  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  England  were  to  be 
determined  by  poll   on  this  great  question, 
and  the  hon.  gent,  with  all  the  weight  of  his 
authority,  and   with  all    the  charms  of  bis 
eloquence,  were  to  canvass  the  country,  he 
would   find  himself,    if  not  single   and  un- 
supported, at  least  countenanced'  by   one  of 
the  smallest  minorities  to  which  the  national' 
interests  could  be  submitted.     What  1  has 
nothing  beeb  done    to   bring  the  war  to  a 
conclusion  ?     The    designs   of  France  have 
been   made  known,  not  only  by  the  most 
explicit  avowal,  but  by  those  acts  which  ren- 
der deception  impossible.     These  designs  are 
the  total  subversion  of  the  govt,  of  this  na- 
tion.    What,  in  this  predicament,  were  the 
most  eflfeciual  m^ans  to  terminate  the  war  ? 
It  was  by  shewing  the  enemy  his  views  must 
be  disappointed  ;  by  providing  those  power- 
ful and  extensive  means  of  public  defence^ 
to  convince  him  that  any  attempt  to  carry 
his  mighty  project  into  execution,  would  in- 
volve him  in   confusion  and  disgrace ;    to 
place  him  in  a  situation,  that  whether  he 
pursue  or  abandon   his  schemes  of  aggran- 
disement by  the  attack  on  this  land,  he  could 
not  escape  the  moriitication  which  mubt  ever 
attend  disappointed  ambition.     Ihcsc,  Sir, 
were  not  the  only  means  to  which  hia  Ma- 
jesty's servants  had  recourse.     I  may  fairly 
assert,  that  the   first  year  of  no  preci  ding 
war  has  been  distinguished  by  such  a  st  ries 
of  important  successes  as  we  have  wiineb&id 
in  that  short  period  on  the  present  occa^ion^ 
But  they  contend   these  are  bloodie»s   iri- 
umpks,  and  they  would  estimate  the  value 
of  ihesC  triumphs  by  the  quantity  of  Hriti^h 
blood  that  has,^si^incd  the ,  iidjl of  viciory. 
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1  sttould  be  happ7  indeed,  if  this  were  cor- 
Jrectly  stated  :  it  would   shew  that  ministers 
anticipated  the  dangers  to  which  our  gallant 
armieswould  be  exposed,  and  by  theproniptt- 
tude  of  their  mea«'Ures  prevented  the  neces- 
sity of  the  sacrifice  of  the  most  valuable  lives 
In  the  state.     I  have   no  hesitation   in  de 
daring,  that  this  was  in  some  instances  thr 
feet,  but    I  mention   it   not    as  a  source  of 
grief,  but  of  satisfaction.     During  the  ne- 
gociation  on  the  eve  of  the  war,  orders  were 
aent  otit  to  the  comnaanders  in   the  West- 
Indies  to  take  measures  to  proceed  against 
the  enemy.     Do  gentlemen  intend  to  deny 
this  }    Yes,  they  had  orders,  not  only  to  adt 
on  the  earliest   notice,  but   to  intercept   all 
supplies  that  were  proceeding  to  the  territory 
of  the  enemy.    To  this  precauiion  we  were 
indebted  for  the  islands   of  St.  Lucia  and 
Tobago.     Yet  the  hon.  baronet  has  thought 
it  correct  to  say,  that  no  event  had  hap- 
pened in  the  course  of  this  new  war  which 
redounded  to  the  glory  of  the  British  asms. 
ff  any  thing  were  deficient,  that  has  been 
•applied  by  that  pubjc  spirit  which  has  so 
amply  provided  for  the  internal  defence.  Was 
there  no  energy  displayed  in  the  contest  for 
St.  Lacia  ?  and  are  we  to  object  from  our 
observation  the  recent  victories  in  the  Eastern 
worid,  under  those  able  and  gallant  leaders 
Generals  Wellesley  and    Lake,    who  have 
made  British  courage  revered  and  dreaded, 
in  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth  ?    Far 
be  it  from  me  to  arrogate  to  ministers  the 
glory  of  these  expeditions  ;  let  the  laurel 
decorate  the  brows  of  these  brave  warriors, 
snd   ever  flourish  fresh    and   green  around 
their  temples }  but  let  it  not  be  said  that  no 
triumphs  have  been  obtained,  that  no  honours 
have  rewarded  British  valour.     The  obstruc- 
tions we  have  had  to  surmount  have  been 
accurately  detailed  by  my  right  hon   friend 
near  me.     I  will  not  weaken  by  repetition 
what  he  has  so  strongly  enforced.     We  have 
had  the  greatest  military  empire  to  oppose 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  and  we 
were  forced  to  increase  our   regular  force, 
in  order  to   be  enabled  to  contend  with  it. 
We  did  so  to  the  utmost  extent  the   popula- 
tion and  circumstances  of  the  state  admitted. 
This  was  not  sufficient,  it  was  not  yei  expe- 
dient to  avail  ourselves  of  the  military  spirit 
of  the  people,    Such  a  resource  has  not  been 
neglected,  arid  T  boldly  affirm  that  we  h^ve 
a  greater  number  of  soldiers  at  this  time  than 
France^  or  any  other  count fy  of  the  world. 
I  state  this  without  fear  of  contradiction,  for 
I  know  its  truthr    But  let  riot  gentlemen, 
jmagincji  that  whatever  may  be  my  respect 
for  the  volunteers,  I  deem  them  equal   to 
thofc  veteraos  who  have  eacoantered    the 


dangers  and  fatigues  of  a  military  duty  tn  i 
protracted  war.    I  admit  it  was  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  late  govt,  to  augment  the  in- 
^^«ial  disposable  force  5  I  admit  the  volun« 
tary  zeal  of  the  people  has  essentially  con- 
tributed  to   this  grand  object,  and  all  the 
credit  I  presume   to  claim  is,  for  having  di- 
rected this  powerful  torrent  of  patriotism 
into  its  proper  channel,  so  that  instead  ot 
producing  confusion,  it  has  materially  pro- 
moted  the  public  advantage.     A  few  facta 
.  will  support  the  positions  I  have  assumed. 
The  effective  force,  includmg  the  militia  iti 
Great-Britain  and  Ueland,  is  164,OQO  oSen  ; 
the  volunteers  compose  a  body  of  400,(XX), 
all  of  whom  are  armed  with  firelocks,  ex- 
cepting about  15,000  or  20,000  men.  Thus 
there  are  580,000  ready  for  the  defence  of 
the  two  islands.     Let  any  candid  man  say^ 
if  it  were  probable  a  superior  force  could  be 
collected,  whether  the  regular  or  irregular 
armies  be  considered.     J  rejoice  that  parlia- 
ment, on  this  weighty  point,  coincided  with 
the  opinion  of  the  friend  with  whom  I  have 
acted ;  I  recollect  with  the  warmest  pleasure, 
that  by  the  prudent  measure  of  preserving 
double  or  treble  the  ordinary  peace  estab- 
lishment,  those  means   were  taken  which 
were  most  conducive   to  the  natio  al  secu- 
rity under  the  event  of  war  :  the  result  has 
fully  justified  the  system  of  policy  adopted, 
and  we  hate  now  to  congratulate  the  coan- 
try  on  its  success.    An  hon.  oHicer  had  sta- 
ted the  cavalry  at  10,000.     I  have  thi*  satis- 
faction to  assure  him,  that  on  the  1st  of  Feb. 
la:it'  the   numbt^r  in  Great-  Britain  and  Ire- 
land  was  17,000.     If    I   advert  to' former 
measures,  it  is  not  with  a-  view  tO  any  in«' 
vidious  comparisons,  but  to  shew  how  in- 
effectual very  often  are  the  most  prudent 
schemes,    and  the    most  diligent   exertions 
when  difficulties  interpose.     It  will  be  re- 
collected   some  time  since  three  schemes' 
were  resorted  to  fol*  augmenting  the  public 
force  ;    1st,   the   provisional   cavalry ;    this 
attempt    was   so   far   unsuccessful   that    it 
did  not  produce  one-twelfth  of  the  number 
calculated  :  2d,  the  increase  of  the  militia 
at  the  same  period  equally  disappointed  the 
wishes  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
This  we  have  been  enabled  to  carry  to  a  very 
great  extent.    The  third  was  not  aiicmptcd 
during  his  administration.     1  mean  lac  ex- 
pedient of  bartering  rank  for  recruits.     la 
his   endeavour  out  of  47  ba  tali  jus,  onl/ 
7500  men  could  be  obtained  ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for   the  sagacious  policy  of  his  Royai 
Highness  at  the  head  of  the  army,  an  enor- 
mous charge  would  have  been  perpetrated* 
tor   this  unproductive  establishment.     Such 
have  beea  the  measeres  adt>pted^  and  luch 
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has  been  the  event.  It  is  not  surdy  unrea- 
sonable to  expect  that  those  who  brought 
forward  measures  thus  abortive  and  nugaio- 
ry,  should  make  some  allowaoce  for  the 
extraordi  lary  difficulties  with  which  we  have 
had  to  contend,  especially  when  they  learn 
that  the  military  force  now  existing  is  with- 
in 14,000  men  of  its  number^  as  it  stood  at 
the  highest  estimate  during  the  last  war. 
Yon  hav.e  drawn  for  the  army  and  navy  du- 
ring these.recent  exertions  200,000  men,  and 
if  you  will  compare  the  amount  of  the  regu-: 
lar  arnjy  this  year,  with  its  state  io  ihc  late 
war,  you  will  find  a  difference  of  40,000  in- 
dividuals in  favour  of  the  present  activity, 
and  chiefly  owing  to  the  plan  of  the  army  of 
reserve,  so  often  reprobated  in  this  house. 
The  measure  now  under  consideration,  has 
for  its  object  to  increase  the  disposable  forde. 
1  do  not  pretend  it  is  wholly  free  from  objec- 
tion, but  I  aver  it  is  the  best,  that,  under  the 
existing  circumstances,  can  be  devised.  Con- 
curring therefore,  with.  the.  rest  of  his  Ma- 
jwtys  servants,  I  give  my  most  cordial  con- 
currence with  the  measure. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  explain,  not  what  he  had 
said  this  night,  but  what  he:had  been  repre- 
sented by  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  have  said 
about  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  His  observa- 
tions on  that  occasion  had  been  founded  on 
the  prospect  of  the  continuance  of  the  peace, 
and,  if  he  had  not  been  over-reached  by  the 
statements  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  that 
eflfect,  he  certainly  should  have  pursued  a 
different  course  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Francis. -^l  rise.  Sir,  for  the  single 
purpose  of  not  suflfering  to  pass  without  no- 
tice a  declaration  made  by  his  Majesty's 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  most  ex- 
traordinary, the  most  unadvised  on  bi^  part, 
considering  his  station  and  authority  in  this 
house«  and  the  least  applicable  to  tlie  subject 
in  debate,  that  I  ever  w^s  witness  to  in  the 
niany  years  in  which  I  have  sat  in  parliament. 
The  general  question  between  him  and  those 
who  differ  from  him  this  night,  is,  1st,  whe- 
ther the  measures  of  govt,  in  preparing  for  a 
war  with  France  which  thfy  ought  to  have 
foreseen,  were  such  as  intitled  them  to  expect 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and  then, 
whether  the  plan,  the  direction,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  war  have,  been  such  as,  by 
shewing  that  we  possessed  the  force  and  the 
means  pt  attacking  the  enemy  with  success, 
might  raise  our  military  reputation  to  a  level 
with  the  eflforts  made  by  the  country  to  fur- 
nish ministers  with  a  power  sufficient  for  any 
enterprize,  and  thereby  acceleraie  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  by  a  safe  and  honourable 
peace?  On  these  questions,  the  right  hon. 
gent  assumes  the  affirmative.    But  how  does 
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he  prove  it  ?  Why,  Sir,  when  he  ought  to 
tell  us  in  what  manner  he  has  prepared  to  at- 
tack Franc*;  how  he  proposes  to  conduct  the   ' 
war  in  Europe,  what  rational  prospect  he  has 
of  reducing  a  most  formidable  enemy,  who 
threatens  us  with  a  contest  for  our  existence, 
to  reasonable  terms,  or  of  bringing  the  war 
to  an  early  and  a  safe  conclusion  5  mstead  of 
answering  these  obvious  questions,  he  carries 
us  to  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  that  is,  as  ' 
far  as  he  can  from  the  home  question,   and 
assures  i*s  that,  by  1  he  latest  advices  from  India 
many  brilliant  and   splendid   victories  have 
been  obtaiied  over  the  Mahratias.     Be  it  so. 
What   connexion    is  there  \  between    those 
events  and  the  present  war  in  Europe?  Can   ^ 
any  thing  be  conceived  more  extravagant  and 
absurd  than,  when  the  qqe^tion  is,  by  what    ' 
means  you  can  attack  or  repel  the  most  for- 
midable .military  power  thdt  ever  existed  in 
Europe,  to  answer  it  by  sjiyi-ng  that  a  British 
army  has  completely  defeated  an  India  army 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi?  Bat  perhaps 
the  right  hon,  gent,  has  som'e  perional  share 
in  these  transactions,  and  a  right  to  some  part 
of  the  merit  and  the  honour  of  -  the  success. 
Then  he  must  have  given  the  orders  which 
produced  the  war.     In   that  case  the  war 
against  the  Mahrattas  must  have  originated  in 
England.  No  such  thing.  He  knows  literally 
nothing  of  it,  but  what  he  has  been  able  to  pick   ' 
up  from  a  few  straggling  gazettes,  printed  at 
Madras,  and  copied  from  others  primed  at 
Calcutta,  which  by  niere  accident  have  found 
their  way  to  England,    and  a  letter  from 
Bombay.     From   the  fountain  head,  he  has 
heard  nothing.     From  lord  Wellesley,  whose 
conduct  he  extols,  he  never  has  received  a 
single  hne  of  information  on  the  subject.     I 
have  said  that  such  declarations,    without 
knowledge,  particularly  in  a  person  in  his  sta- 
tion, are  very  unadvised,  and  liable  to  se- 
rious objections.     While  the  very  question 
of  the  wisdom,  the  policy,  the  right  and  the 
justice  of  this  war  is  depending,  about  all 
which  his  Majesty's  ministers  are  just  as  much 
in  the  dark  as  I  am ;  while  parliament  is  wait- 
ing with  anxiety  for  the  very  materials,    by 
which  alone  their  judgment  on  the  whole  me- 
rits of  the  war  can  be  determined,  and  wlen 
perhaps  this  house,  upon  receivif)g  that  com- 
pleat  information,   if  ever  it  should  come, 
whicli  we  ought  to  have  received  long  ago, 
may  be  obliged  to  condemn  the  whole  traiis- 
aciion,   the  right  hon.  gent,  invades  and  pre- 
judges  that  question,  which   ought  to  have 
been  left   untouched,  as  1  have  always  most 
studiously  and  cautiously  left  it,  and  open  10 
the  free  and  unbiassed  examinntioa  of  parlia- 
ment.    To  that  examinaiion,  sooner  or  latrr, 
it  must  be  submitted.     l:t\t  the  ligbt  h  .i. 
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g^t^,  if  I  understand  him  right,  professes  to 
expgcttliat  thc»e  successes  in  Jndiawill  have 
sOQG^  favourable  .effect  upon  our  military  or 
political  operations  in  Europe,  and  possibly 
coojtribut^  to  accelerate  the  leraiination  of 
the  war.  It"  he  does  not  think  so,  his  men- 
tion c/f„tl>osc  events  is  nothing  to  th?  present 
purpose.  Now,  sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if 
they  have  any  effect  at  all,  which  1  very 
much  doubt,  it  will  be  to  our  disadvantage,  I 
mean  as  to  war  and  peace  in  Europe;  because 
it  wiU  ^un  jbh  Buonaparte  with  an  argument, 
wtich  the  neutral  powers  in  all  appearance 
will  be  ready  enough  t6  listen  to.  They  have 
hithei^to  sh^wn  qq  sign  of  a  disposition  to 
ta^  part  with  us  against  France,  or  even  to 
assisf  us  with  their  mediation.  But  when  we 
ourselves  tell  them,  in  a  triumphant  tone, 
ih^t  our  armies  have  obtained  victories  in 
India^  from  which  we  expect  to  become  roas- 
ters of  that  empire,  what  will  they  conclude, 
but  that  the  Englivh  are  governed  by  the 
saniie  spirit  of  insatiable  avarice  and  ambhion 
with  which  we  reproach  Buonapaiiej  that 
tb^y  have  no  interest  in  our  quarrel  but  \o  see 
it  continued  ;  and  that  the  rest  of  the  world 
has  no  chance  of  peace,  of  happiness,  or  of 
safety,  but  in  the  weakness  to  which  the  dao- 
gefous  power  both  of  France  and  England 
may  tinally  be  reduced  by  the  continuance  of 
the  present  v^  ar  ? 

.  The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  eTip\3iiifid. 
He  only  had  alluded  to  the  late  affairs  in 
India  as  splendid  miUtary  exploits,  and  bad 
not  made  any  such .  deductions  from  thena 
us  the  hon.  member  supposed. 

ilr,  Laurence  entered  into  a  review  of  the 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
and  of  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, both  befbre  and  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  He  vindicated  the  par- 
liamentary conduct  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Windham),  and  insisted  that  the  wis- 
dom of  his  observations  was  fully  established 
by  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in 
adopting  them,  though  they  were  not  dts* 
pQsed  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  at  the 
same  time  that  they  took  the  benefit  of  them. 
The  learned  genOeman  contended,  that  the 
militia  of  Ireland  were  sworn  particularly 
for  the  defence  of  that  country,  and  could 
not,  without  a  violation  of  faith,  be  brought 
from  it.— He  then  adverted  to  the  capture 
of  the  French  islands,  insisting  that  there 
had  been  no  display  of  gallantry  on  the  occa- 
sion, except  in  tlie  trifling  operation  at  St. 
Lucia,  because  there  had  been  no  force  there 
capable  of  resistance.  —  T  he  learned  gent. 
I  hen  adverted  to  the  inutility  of  such  con- 
quests, which  would  be  given  up  at  the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace,  as  had  been  done  in  the 


case  of  Demerara,  Essequibo,  &c.  after  many 
nnllions  of  English  capitgl  should  be  ex^ 
pended  in  improving  tuem.  In  taking  this 
view  of  the  case,  the  hon.  and  learned  gent* 
was  proceeding  to  comment  on  some  observa- 
tions that  had  fallen  on  a  fortner  occasion 
from  ^n  hon.  general  opposite  (Maitland)» 
respecting  the  policy  or  taking  possession 
of  the  enemy's  colonial  territories  at  tbe 
commencement  of  a  war,  though  it  should 
be  only  to  keep  possession  of  them  pending 
hostilities,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  ' 

General  7^<if//^n</,  who  appealed  to  the 
candour  and  feelings  of  the  House,  whether 
it  was  regnlar  to  advert  to  what  had  fallen 
from  a  member  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
that  meoYber  would  be,  by  the  forms  of  the 
House,  precluded  from  replying  ? 

Dr.  Laurence  continued,  and  insisted  that 
no  benefit  was  to  be  derived  from  the  posses- 
sions of  the  islands,  if  after  much  British 
capital  should  be  expended  on  them  they 
were  to  be  given  up  in  the  end.  The  learned 
gent,  observed,  upon  the. different  conbtiiu- 
tions  of  the  militia  force  of  Ireland  and  of 
Great-Britain,  and  concluded  by  justifying 
the  resolutions  to  which  the  hon.  baronet 
(Sir  J.  Newport)  had  alluded,  and  assuring 
the  hon.  member  that  any  hopes  of  recipro- 
cal service  which  he  might  have  conceived 
from  the  last  resolution,  were  not  well 
founded. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  ex- 
planation, stated,  that  provisional  orders  had 
been  send  out  to  the  West  Indies  in  the  early 
part  of  March,  founded  on  information  that 
the  enemy  meant  to  reinforce  one  or  two. 
islands,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  in 
those  islands,  and  that  the  orders  for  the  ac- 
tual commencement  of  hostilities  had  been 
sent  out  on  the  Idth  of  May,  the  day  of  bis 
Majesty's  message,  commuoicating  the  re-> 
suit  of  the  negociation. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  justified  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  reasoning  he  had 
applied  to  the  successes  in  the  West  Indies  j 
and  he  attributed  these  to  the  vigour  and 
promptitude  with  which  ministers  had  act^ 
at  the  commenceoaent  of  the  negociatidli 
which  terminated  in  hostility.  Honourable 
gentlemenr  had  doubted  the  promptitude  de* 
dared,  but  this  uncertainty  arose  from  a  mis* 
understanding.  There  were  two  descriptioDS 
of  papers,  the  one  conUining  directions  to 
the  public  oflieers  before  the  war,  the  other 
on  the  event  taking  place>  and  he  clearly  un- 
derstood tt  was  principally  in  the  former  that 
this  vigour  and  precaution  had  been  evin- 
ced. It  had  been  said,  that  the  time  when 
this  measure  is  brought  forward  i?  unseason**  . 
able.    Honourable  gentlemen  seeni  to  for* 
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^t  \t  it  h6t  inteflSed  to  fix  any  particular 
period,  bat  to  l«^anJ^e  it  at  ihe  discretion  of  his 
Majesff  Wben  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
avail  himself  of  ific  offer  of  the  Irish  sol- 
diery.—The  militia^  under  its  present  insti- 
totion,  was  raised  to  defend  not  particular 
counties^  but  any  portion  of  the  kingdom  : 
and  when  Ireland^  by  the  Union,  became  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire^  the  measure  pro- 
posed seemed  a  natural  and  necessary  regu- 
lation.    What  wSis  referable  to  the  Irish  mi- 
litia wJas  equally  so  to  the  militia  in  the  other 
l^rtof  the  United  Kingdom,/landnt  might 
be  prudent  to  resort  to  some  method  to  ren- 
der the  services  of  the  national  militia  capa- 
ble of  being  resorted  to  in  every  part  of  these 
national  domains.     It  was  meeting  the  ardor 
of  the  Irish  people  with  frigidity  the  most 
repulsive,  to  enter  into  long  debates  on  the 
propriety    of  accepting   the   loyal  offer  of 
their  protection.     On  this  account  he  should 
not  detain  the  Houde  with  further  explana- 
"dons,  but  would  give  his  hearty  support  to  a 
measure  so  immediately  calculated  to  increase 
the  security  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Johmtorie  denied  that  the  war  was 
•approved  of  by  the  country  at  large.  The 
Tinaoimity  that  prevailed  arose  from  very  dif- 
ferent circumstances.  The  moment  the  war 
was  declared^  We  were  threatened  with  in- 
vasFon,  which  united  the  whole  country  in- 
dependently of  any  consideration  of  tlie  ne- 
cessity or  expediency  of  the  war.  It  was 
a  ^r,  he  maintained^  that  could  end  only 
in  a  peace  such  as  was  made  at  Amiens. 
Could  any  acquisitions^  he  asked^  we  had 
made  in  the  West-Indies,  contribute  in  the 
i«oall««t  degree  to  force  the  French  to  a 
peace  ?  The  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
bench,  however,  had  takeii  merit  to  them- 
lelves  for  sendihg  orders  to  the  West- Indies, 
by  which  we  had  gained  some  distant  and 
temporary  advantages  there.  But  if  this  was 
so  rmich  calculated  to  do  tliem  credit,  why 
did  (hey  not  issue  similar  orders  to  the  East- 
Indies,  and  thus  prevent  the  expedition  of 
Admiral  Linois,  which  certainly  would  have 
beep  of  ifiuch  more  importance  to  this 
country  r  The  hon.  gent,  concluded  by 
giving  his  negative  to  t^e  Speaker's  leaving 
tlie  chair. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  in  explanation,  de- 
nied ^that  he  ^ntertaiped  any  contempt  for 
the  enemy.  He  had  intended  only  to  put 
the  case,  that  if  little  more  than  300  men, 
as  had  happeiied  lately  in  Ipdia,  had  defeated 
so  mahy  thousands*  What  ipigbt  we  not  ex- 
pect fr  ni  British  valour  at  home  ? 
^  The  Hon.  Mr;  Kinnaird  rose  to  take  no- 
tice of  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  mem- 
^  wlu)  had  taid^  thtH  if  we  g^ned  no  glory 


in  the  war  »we  should  shame  the  "French. 
He  did  not  exactly  understand  this  princi- 
ple. His  object,  in  this  war,  was  to  bring 
it  to  a  speedy  and  effectujl  termination  j  not 
to  remain  in  a  miserable  slate  of  siege,  and 
be  daily  putting  new  fetters  on  our  exf rfions. 
This  measure  was  to  be  accompanied  with 
another,  to  increase  the  army  by  18,000 
men.  But  how  ?  To  be  raised  htre,  and 
in  Ireland ;  and  yet  by  this  measure  mini- 
sters set  up  a  new  competition  in  the  raising 
this  new  militia. 

Colonel  Fcreker  thought  it  unfair  to  take 
away  the  Iri-h  militia  for  English  service, 
and  then  oblige  Ireland  to  raise  so  many 
more  to  make  up  the  deficiency  \  the  ex- 
pense of  them  being  defi-ayed  by  the  bounties 
paid  by  the  counties  in  Ireland,  might  thus  > 
be  amazingly  increased. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed^ 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  govt,  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  to  charge  the  expenses  of  th6 
bounty  on  the  United  Kingdom. 

Colonel  Vereker  adverted  then  to  the  ob- 
servations that  had  been  made  with  respect 
to  the  beiieficial  effects  of  the  Union  in 
Ireland.  Since  that  measure  had  passed, 
a  special  commission  had  been  sent  down  to 
the  county  of  Limerick,  and  many  people 
had  been  hanged  there  ;  a  special  commis- 
sion had  been  sent  toTipperary  ;  a  rebellion 
had  broke  out  in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
where  a  special  commission  had  also  been  issu- 
ed} since  that  measure  had  passed,  martial  law 
had  been  established,  and  the  habeas  corpus 
act  suspended  ;  and  if  these  were  arguments 
of  the  good  effects  of  the  union,  they  surr 
passed  his  comprehension.  (Here  there  was 
a  general  cry  of  question  !  que'^tion  I) 

The  Hon.  C.  H.  Hutchinson  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  the  resolutions  of  the  lords 
lieutenants,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  mi- 
litia, as  they  did  not  go  to  preclude  any 
new  'system  of  arrangement.  He  should 
support  the  bill,  because  he  wished  to  sup- 
port the  executive  power  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. He  hoped  for  a  bill  to  allow  the  in- 
terchange of  the  militia  of  boh  countries. 
In  England,  from  the  palace  to  the  cottage, 
there  was  a  greater  ignorance  of  the  true 
state  of  Ireland,  than  of  anv  other  country 
with  which  we  professed  to  be  acquainted, 
upon  th*'  face  of  the  globe.  He  hoped  to 
see  the  English  gentry  and  persons  ot  other 
classes  mixing  with  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  then  they  would  return  here  advocates 
for  the  cause  of  Irelat^d,  so  that  no  ministers 
wuuld  be  able  to  resist  th^  voice  of  truth^ 
English  meiDbers  would  then  be  induced  to 
pay  more  atention  to  Irish  questions  than  a^ 
present  they  are  able  to  do^  from  igoorandi 
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of  the  state  of  the  country.      He  allo)ve4 
this  measure  (o  be  founded  on  a  violaiion  of 
inciple,  but  he  took  into  con- 
attendant  circumstances.    Mi- 
however,    much  depressed  his 
n    they   appeared   desirous  of 
from  the  origin:^l  grounds  on 
supported,  the  measure      Here 
>  bring  over   1 6,000  men  from 
be  was,  astonished  to  hear  that 
dea  of  an  interchange.     They 
take  away  the  country  gentle- 
and,  and  make  no  kind  of  re- 
He   was   sorry  to  see  the  great 
weakened.     But  let   it  not  be 
Ireland,  because  she   exhibits 
Cff  her  patriotism,  is  really  sa- 
^'hat   has  been  done  since  the 
Irish  thought  they  had  the  au- 
thority  of  the  K-ing,  by  his  royal  message 
originating  the  union,  and  indeed   that  of 
parliament    too,  for  expecting  some  further 
lueasures.     After   the  solemn  pledges  they 
had  received,   he  would  a&k  what  had  been 
done  for  tbem  ?  But  while  the  Irish  felt  and 
expressed  their  dissatisfaction,    they  would 
stand  by  England  to  the  last.     They  would 
never  submit  to  a  foreign  force,  or  yield  to 
the  haughty  despot    now  hovering  on   our 
coasts.     They   would  die  with  England   if 
necessary,  or  share  her  laurels.     But  let  not 
this  be  confounded   with   an  idea  of   their 
being  satisfied  with  their  condition. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  observed,  that  the 
question  was  not  now,  whether  Ireland  was 
^n.aggrieved  country,  disturbed  it  certainly 
was,  but  whether  the  militia  proposed  to  be 
brought  to  this  country  thence,  ought  to  be 
replaced  ?  He  had  voted  for  the  measure 
yesterday,  but  should  oppose  the  present. 
The  militia  Y'as  a  species  offeree  least  want- 
ed ;  and  es  the  men  were  to  be  raised  by 
a  bounty,,  he  thought  the  suggestion  of  se- 
veral Uw  gentlemen,  that  their  services 
^  ought  to  be  taken,  under  a  new  covenant, 
an^  to  a  greater  extent  ought  to  be  acted 
upon. 

Mr.  Alexander  replied  to  some  of  the  ob-. 
servations  of  the  hon.  colonel  who  spoke  hist 
but  one,  an4  censured  the  impropriety  of 
?jdvertingin  irritating  language  to  the  union. 
He  after vvards  4welt  on  the  concluct  of  two 
other  right  hon.  gentjemeq  (ft^r.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Windham),  and  their  strange  connexion 
in  opposition  to  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He 
Jieard  continual  outcries  of  the  incapacity  ot 
ministers;  but  tliose  gentletiien's  w\sdojp;^ 
seemed  i^o  consist  in  a  perfect  change,  ^nd 
^heir  integrity  in  a  mutual  forgiveness,  ac- 
<ppn[ipapied  by  a  confession  of  having  been  in 
the  wropg  before.    As   ip  yhat  had  been 


said  about  the  union^  gentlemen  who  sup* 
ported  it  had  feelings  ot  honour  as  liigh  as 
any  others,  and  nothing  but  disunion  could 
be  the  consequence  to  the  country,  whose 
cause  we  ought  to  support,   by  tht  provocar 
tion  of  such  subjects.     He,   thereto  e,  con- 
demned the  introduction   unnecessarily  of 
such  topics  in  discussion. 
,   Mr.  JVindham  said,    he  should  not  tres- 
pass on  the  house  at  that  late  hour.     He  re- 
joiced that  his  noble  friend  (Lord  De  Bla- 
quiere)  concurred  with  him  on  the  present 
occasion,  for  it  wa8  not  without  cofccm,  he 
observed,   they  had  voted  4>n   different  sideg 
last  night,   as   be  should  ever  be  concerned 
to  differ  with  that  noble  lord  on  any  subject. 
His  owii  objection  to  the  measure  which  had 
been   discussed   last  night  arose  principally 
from  the  present  measure,  for  he  con8idered 
both  as  forming  part  of  the   same  system. 
The  opinion  of  his  noble  friend*  would  have 
as   much  weight  with  him  as  that  of  any 
member  in   the   house.     It   was  not  expe- 
dient for  many  obvious  considerations,  which 
might  be  adverted  to  without  delicacy,  ip 
augment  the  Irish  militia  beyond  a  certain 
proportion.     As  to  what  had  fallen  from  aQ 
hon.   gent,  opposite    (Mr.  Alexander),    he 
could  not    reply   to  him,  for,    he  confessed 
he  did    not  for  the  most    part    understand 
him.      He  heard,    however,    a   great    deal 
about  character,  itpbecility,  ^nd  so  forth  j 
but  ministers  appeared  to  be  so  sore  and  sq 
conscious  of  weakness,  that  they  heard  iio- 
thing  but .  the  sound  of  imbecility  and  weak- 
ness,   whatever   the   words  might  be,  and 
whatever  the  subject.— '1  hough  the  debate 
had  been  continued  to  a  late  hour,  he  thought 
it  was   not  yet  exhausted  5  and  iie  shoul^ 
consider  himself  at  liberty,  in   some  future 
stage  of  the  measure,  to  deliver    his  senti- 
ments on   some  points  which  had  not,  iq 
his  opinion,  been  sufficiently  pressed. — Th^ 
house  d;en  divided  tor  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  chair. 
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Majority 
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List  of  the  Minority, 

Adair,  Robert  Elford,  Sir  William 

Bankes,  Henry  Elliot,  William 

Barclay,  Sir  Robert'  Folkestone,  Viscount 

Bouverie,  Hon.  £dw.        FOx,  Hon.  Chas.  Jas. 
Calcraft»  John  Fcaocis,  Ptiitip 

CavendishjLd  Geo.  A^H.  Grcoivillc,  Rt.  Hon.  T, 
Codrington,  Christopher  HaniiUon,  Ld.  Arch. 
Craufui'd,  Robert'  Harrison,  John 

CJirtfeVfey,  Thomas  Johnstone,  George 

Cust,  Hoa.  John  .  Kei^si^gton,  Lord' 

Dc  Bla^uicrey  Lq^         J{Ui^airdj|  ^p^»  Ch^)rk« 
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Ki'kwall,  Lord 
Laurence,  French 
M  T.-hara,  Viscount 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nor'h.  Dudley 
Ord,  WiUiam 
P  -tiy ,  Lord  Henry 
Porchcster.  Lord 
Pytches,  John 
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Rni8«l,  Lotd  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Stanhope,  Walter  Spencer 
Newport,  Sir  John 
"Wnlpolc,  Hon.  George 
Windham,  Rt.  Hoo.Wm. 
Wynne,  bif  VVatkin  Wm, 
Wrottcsley,  Sir  John 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  April  12,  ISO4. 

[War  in  India.]  The  Earl  of  Suffolk 
rose  to  cali  the  attention  of  the  house  toa  sub- 
ject which  at  present  occupied  a  great  deal 
of  the  public  consideration.  He  did  not  wish 
to  press  hi 4  Majesty's  ministers  to  enter  upon 
it  i aimed tRtely,  by  proposing  a  motion  to 
their  Jord*<hips,  but  he  wat  perfectly  prepa- 
red to  proceed  now,  in  case  it  was  the  desirie 
of  bis  Majesty's  ministers  that  he  should  do  so. 
The  subject  to  which  he  alluded  there  was 
no  occasion  to  conceal,  it  was  the  war  in 
which  we  were  engaged  with  the  Mahratkas 
in  India  This  war  was  undertaken  dirfectly 
in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  govt, 
to  justify  itself  as  far  as  regarded  this  point. 
No  less  than  three  wars  were  carried  on 
without  the  authority  of  this  legislature. 
I  These  wars  were  certainly  now  not  of  a  very 
xecent  commencement,  and  yet  no  docu- 
ment had  arrived  on  the  subject,  at  least  as 
far  as  he  was  informed.  He  had  read,  in- 
deed, many  brilliant  <letails  of  the  victories 
of  our  troops  in  the  Indies,  but  there  was 
great  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  not  been 
gained  without  considerable  loss  on  our  side. 
At  any  rate,  both  on  this  account,  and  on 
accQont  of  their  being  undertaken  in  the 
teeth  of  an  acjt  of  parliament,  these  wars  de- 
served the  serious  consideration  of  their  lord- 
ships. He  was  prepared  to  proceed  imme- 
diately ;  but,  in  case  his  Majesty*s  ministers 
should  think  it  an  accommodatiot)  to  them,  he 
had  no  objection  to  postpone  his  motion  till 
to-morrow. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  observed,  that  as  his 
lordship  intended  to  bring  forward  this  sub- 
ject in  so  solemn  a  manner,  he  submitted 
whether  even  to-morrow  was  not  too  early  a 
period  in  the  present  circumstances,  when 
ih«  attention  of  the  house  was  occupied  in  a 
business  of  so  ipuch  importance  as  the  volun- 
teer consolidation  bill.  He  hoped  that  for 
this  and  for  other  reasons,  the  noble  lord 
would  postpone  the  subject  for  a  short  time. 

Lord  Hobart  observed,  that  the  motion 
would  be  p/emature  on  another  ground, 
which  was,  that  go? t.  was  not  prepared  to 
fotPr  Ota  the  subject  at  pre«eot|  becat^fse  np 


official  dotmments  had  yet  arrived-  from 
India  relating  to  the  war,  to  which  the  noble 
lord  bad  adverted. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  replied,  l)iat  this  was 
the  very  reason  why  he  v/ished  to  call  the  &t» 
tention  of  the  house  to  the  subject.  The  act 
ot  parliament  provided  that  no  war  should  be 
entered  upon  in  India  without  commuUfcar 
ting  the  grounds  of  it  to  the  legisfeture.  But 
here  was  a  war  carried  on  for  a  long  time, 
without  a  single  official  document  having 
even  been  sent  to  the  executive  govt,  of  this 
country.  He  agreed  to  postpone  the  mo- 
tion, but  promised  to  bring  it  forward  soon, 
without  fixing  any  particular  day. 

[Volunteer  CoNSoLibATioiir  Bill.^ 
The  order  of  the  day  beir^g  read,  their  lord- 
ship* went  into  a  cgmmi^tee  on  the  volunteer 
bill. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  proposed  an  amendment, 
by  which  it  was  provided,  that  no  corps  of 
yeomanry  or  volunteers  should  be  subject 
to  the  mutiny  a(:t,  during  any  period  under 
fourteen  days,  when  they  might  choose  to  as- 
semble for  the  purpose  of  improvement  in 
their  exercise. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, upon  the  grounds  iha^:  the  officers  even 
on  these  occasions,  ought  X6  have  a  control 
over  the  men. 

Lord  Grenville  supported  tlie  an^endment, 
and  expressed  his  satisfactio|i  that  the  noble 
secretary  had  turned  his  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  had  thought  proper  to  propose  this 
provision,  as  it  was  certainly  improper  to  put 
so  great  a  share  of  the  population  of  the 
country  under  martial  law,  in  any  case,  ex- 
cept that  of  invasion. 

•  The  Duke  of  Montrose  wished  that  the  no* 
ble  lords  could  agree  as  well  on  points  of 
higher  importance. 

Earl  Spencer  proposed  an  amendment  in 
the  clause  relaliing  to  the  payment  of  volun- 
teers, the  object  of.which  was,  that  the  pay- 
ment should  be  made  by  the  receiver-gene- 
ral, in  the  old  way,  and  not  at  the  secretaiy 
at  war's  office. 

Lord  Grenville  supported  the  amendment, 
and  contended  tliat  the  office  in  question 
went  to  make  the  commanders  of  volunteer 
corps  public  accountants. — The  house  then 
divided  on  lord  Spencer*s  amendment, 

,  Contents       .         10 

Non-contents     —    '  ig 
Majority  —  — 9 

Lord  Grenville  then  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  had  formerly  suggested,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  exempt  those  from 
punishment  who  did  not  join  their  corps  in 
case  of  an  invasion,  fiom  their  being  employ- 
ed on  gthcr  military  service.    Agreed  to.— 
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Hta  lonitlilp  al^  'ptf^pased  -ao  mneodnieot, 
mhkh  bad  for  iM  oli^t  the  pre? eoting  of 
deliberative  power  in  tbe  bands  of  anned  bo« 
4tet.  Tbts  was  agreed  to  be  taken  into  con- 
atderatioD against  tbeticneof  tbe  report; after 
tome  otbrr  verbal  amendmeots  in  tbe  sebe- 
ikile,  iibe  bill  passed  tbe  comaoittee.  Ad- 
jouarned. 


HOU^SE  OF  CORCMONS 

Tkufid^,  Affil  12»  1804* 

tMlKtttEs]  Mr  Irwing,  from  the  in- 
apt ctor  generars  office,  presented  an  account 
tif  ibc  produce  of  (he  pernoanent  taxes  for  the 
year  ending  Ibe  5th  Jan.  1 804.  Ordered  to  lie 
1911  (he  (abie>  dhd  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  (he 
members. — The  accounts  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Foster,  relative  to  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  all  flour,  com^  grain,  &c.  into  and 
ifrom  Great- Britain,  since  the  Ist  of  Jan*  1 800, 
to  the  1st  of  Jan.  1804;  and  respecting  the 
amount  of  the  duty  received  otx  the  exporta- 
tion of  linen  froih  Ireland  to  Great-Britain, 
since  the  commencement  thereof,  were  pre- 
iented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — A 
tnessage  from  the  lords  communicated  their 
lordship's  agreetneot  to  the  bank  indemnity, 
the  Irish  militia  families  provision,  and  the 
^cotcb  bank  capital  augmentation  bills,  with* 
t)Ut  any  amendment. — Mr.  Vahsittart  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an  ac- 
count of  the  gran(8  of  public  money  made  to 
the  Veterinary  College  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  with  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture thereof.     Ordered. 

[Cotton  MAKUFACTUttERs'  petition.] 
Mr.  Hiley  Addington  moved  tbe  order  of 
tbe  day,  for  taking  into  consideratipri  the  re- 
port of  tha  conunittee  on  the'petition  of  the 
cotton  workmen  and  majiufacturers.  The 
order  being  read,  the  right  hon.  gent,  mov- 
ed, that  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
.  be  read,  v\hich  bein^  done,  he  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  before  he  moved  that  the 
resolalions  be  read  a  second  time,  it  was 
proper  he  should  open  the  nature  of  the 
subject  now  before  the  house ;  but  he  was 
glad  that  in  doing  so,  it  was  not  necessarjr 
tor  him  to  enter  much  into  its  detaih  He 
should  call  the  atteution  of  tbe  house  to  the 
circumstances  upon  which  tbe  matter  now 
stood,  and  then,  ia  a  few  words,  state  for 
what  reaJK)n5  the,  committee  passed  these 
resolutions  and  wh}  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  ask  the  house  to  agree  to  them.  Gentle- 
men would  recollect,  that  about  4  }eafs 
ago,  for  it  was  early  in  the  year  1800,  a 
very  considerable  and  a  very  uDpleasmit 


disBgreement  took  place  between  tbe  mas- 
ters ^nd  workmen  engaged  jn  the  cotton 
manufactory,  in  consequence  of  which  pe- 
titions were  presented  to  the  house  by  « 
very  large  body,  praying  for  legislative  in- 
terference to  redress  their  grievances.  Thart 
was  a  period  of  great  difficulty  in  the  coun- 
try, especially  in  the  manufacturing  part  of 
it,  arising  from  the  stagnation  of  trade  in 
the  arduous  contest  in  which  we  Were  then 
engaged;  and  also  from  the  scarcity  and 
high  pricie  of  provisions,  which,  (o  a  great 
extent,  affected  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  more  particularly  the  work:- 
ing  part  of  them.  .  He  did  thmk  it  extreme- 
ly possible,  perhaps  probable,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  irritation  arising  from 
distress,  thus  produced  from  a  combihation 
of  causes,  these  petitions  would  never  have 
jjeen  presented.  They  were,  however, 
pfesent«d,  and  the  subject  ihalter  of  them 
nad  been  referred  to  a  committee,  which 
(passing  over  one  of  its  members,  of  whom 
it  did  not  become  him  to  say  any  thing) 
consisted  pf  very  intelligent  and  enlighten- 
ed members  of  that  house,  who  considered 
the  subject,  reported  upon  it,  and  an  act 
of  parliament  past  to  alter  the  law  as  R 
then  stood,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  ap- 
pealing  to  magistrates,  to  appoint  referees 
to  decide  on  matters  in  dispute  between 
masters  and  workmen  in  the  cotton  trade. 
Whether  that  was  a  proper  measure,  or  not, 
would  be  improper  in  him  to  doubt ;  he  de- 
fer red  to  th«  sense  of  the  perfectly  respec- 
table members  of  that  committee,  and  im- 
perious snd  weighty  reasons  pressed  npon 
their  minds  at  the  time,  which  Jndnce^ 
them  to  make  their  report,  and  to  form  an 
opinion  which  Was  peculiar  »to  the  circnnr- 
stances  under  which  they  made  it.-*-Thfe 
committee  had  endesivoured  on  tbe  one 
hand  to  form  an  impartial  tribunal  to  d^ide 
on  matters  of  dispute,  to  afford  speedy  re- 
dress to  those  who  had  just  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, at  as  limited  an  expense  as  possible ; 
and  on  the  other,  they  had  endeavoured  to 
aroid  any  restriction  or  r^ulation  which 
might  be  considered  by  the  manufacturers 
as  fettering  the  trade,  in  the  prosperity  of 
which,  the  interests  of  all  the  workmen,  as 
well  as  the  masters,  were  materially  involve.  ' 
ed.  In  giving  the  petitioners  all  they  ask- 
ed, the  legislature  might  give  them  thaft 
which  afterwards  they  might  repent  of  ask- 
ing. The  committee  could  have  no  possi- 
ble object,  biit  to  do  justice  to  both  partis, 
and  they  were,  perhaps,  better  judges  of 
the  interest  of  the  petitioners,  than  the  pe- 
titioners themselves.  His  motion  ^ould  be, 
tbai  the  house  do  s^^  to  tbe  resolalions 
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of  this  committeef;  and  if  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  house  to  do  so«  then  he 
should  move  for  an  act  of  parliament  to  car- 
ry these  resolutions  into  effect;  after  which, 
iipon  reflection,  he  hoped  the  cotton  wea- 
vers themselves  would  be  satisfied,  and 
that  thejr  would  be  convinced  they  had  all 
which  could  with  propriety  be  granted, 
and  that  the  manufacturers  also,  would,  in 
their  toim,  be  satisfied  that  care  bad  been 
taken  that  no  injury  was  done  to  them,  so 
that  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  should 
hereafter  think  it  necessary  to  apply  to  par- 
liament. He  then  moved  that  these  reso{u- 
tions  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Adoairal  Berkeley  wished  to  know,  whe- 
ther this  measure  was  brought  on  by  govt., 
or  originated  with  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves ?  He  thought  that  a  measure  similar 
lo  this,  ought  to  be  adopted,  with  reference 
to  the  woollen  trade.  He  wished  to  know, 
whether  any  steps  were  likely  to  be  taken/ 
in  consequences  of  a  memorial  whidi  had 
been  presented  on  the  subject  of  the  wool- 
len trade  ? 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  said,  that  business 
had  been  already  partly  brought /or  ward  by 
a  right  hon.  delation  of  his,  -the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer. 
'  Mr.  Francis  said,  he  understood  that  the 
manufacturers  were  at  liberty  to  apply  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  agaijist  any  bills  that 
might  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  these  re- 
solutions, if  they  thought  fit.— The  resolu- 
tions were  then  read  and  agreed  to ;  after 
which,  Mr.  H.  Addington  moved,  that  a 
bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  three  last 
resolutions. 

Sir  Roheri  Buxton  said,  he  was  not  going 
to  oppose  the  bringing  in  the  bill  now  mov- 
ed for,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  greatest  difficulties 
which  had  been  felt  on  this  subject,  had  ari- 
sen chiefly  from  our  departing  from  the 
constitutional  mode  of  adjusting  diflTerences 
between  master  and  servant;  he  meant 
that  of  an  appeal  to  the  magistrate, — The 
question  was  then  put,  and  leave  was  given 
lo  bring  in  the  bill. 

[Irish  Coin.] — Mr.  Carry  rose,  and 
staled  that  he  felt  himself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  still  farther  postponing  the  motion 
respecting  the  circulating  coin  in  Ireland, 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  for  this  day. 
It  being  the  wish  of  his  Majesty's  govt, 
that  this  subject  should  be  fully  investigated 
aad  the  most  ample  information  obtained, 
dispatches  were  hourly  looked  for  fh)m  Ire- 
land, which  were  deemed  necessary  upon 
this  poiot|  and  until  they  should  arrive,  he 
Would  decline  to  bring^  forward  his  pro- 


mised motion.  If  the  inteltlgenee  sbitrald  te 
received  by  to-morrow  he  would  take  ooca* 
sion  to  submit  the  business  to  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  house,  but  if  not,  he  hoped  be 
should  stand  excused  for  postponing  it  to 
another  day. 

Mr.  John  Latouche  expressed  his  regret 
that,  under  the  severe  pressure  of  the  evil, 
which  now  bore  on  thp  people  of  Ireland, 
and  particularly  on  the  inhabitants  6i  the 
metropolis,  that  the  right  hon^  gent,  should 
think  it  proper  to  put  oflT  for  a  moment  the  , 
proposition  of  some  remedy.  The  hon. 
member  was  proceeding,  whea 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  the 
established  custom  of  the  house  not  to  suf- 
fer a  speech  to  be  made  on  such  an  occasion 
as  the  present ;  it  w  as  not  allowed  by  the 
rules  of  the  house,  that  there  should  beany 
argumentative  notice.  If  the  hon.  member 
intended  to  conclude  with  a  motion,  it  was 
competent  to  him  to  proceed,  but  nototlier- 
wise. 

[Payment  OF  Irish  civil  oi^ricERs 
AT  PAR.] — Lord  Aasibibald  Hamilton  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  subject  of 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  minis- 
ters of  Ireland,  who  occasionally  resided  in 
this  country,  he  meant  the  mode  in  which _ 
that  payment  was  made,  for  they  were  paid 
at  par.  It  was  now  six  weeks  or  nearly 
two  months  since  he  first  mentioned  the  sub- 
ject in  the  house,  and  he  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
for  the  consideration  of  the  houses  he  gave 
notice  that  he  should  this  day  do  so,  and  he 
now  proposed  to  fulfil  that  promise. — The 
subject  was  that  of  payment  of  salaries  of 
the  ministers  of  that  part  of  his  Majesty** 
govt,  which  related  to  Ireland,  who  occa- 
sionally resided  in  England,  which  payment 
M^as  made  at  par.  When  this  circumstance 
was  first  mentioned  to  the  house,  which  it 
was  by  him,  it  appeared  to  every  body  who 
heard  it,  to  be  an  extraordinary  fact,  when 
it  was  admitted  to  be  a  fact,  and  he  must 
be  allowed  to  remind  the  right  hon  gentv 
(Mr,  Corry)  who  admitted  it,  with  what 
reluctance  he  brought  the  matter  forward ; 
but,  however,  he  was  impelled  to  it  by  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son he  was  bound  to  pursue  it ;  and  here  he 
must  premise  what  he  had  to  say,  with 
observing,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  that  house  more  imperative  than 
that  of  watching  over  every  part  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money.*  There - 
generally  did  exist,  and  always  ought  to 
exist  in  that  house,  a  jealousy  concerning  all 
money  transactions,  and  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
ercised with  vigilaace  on  the  present  occa- 
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There  was  therefore  no  principle  on  which 
this  mode  of  payment  could  be  supported  j 
because,  if  it  was  upon  principle,  the  thing 
should  be  adopted  generally  to  all  whose  ser- 
vice?^ belonged  to  the  govt,  of  Ireland,  and 
who  were  occasionally  resident  in  this  coun- 
try.    But  by  this  practice  of  paying  officers 
of  the  Irish  govt,  at  par,  if  they  should  hap- 
pen to  come  over  here  for  6  weeks,  they  had 
an  advantage  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  course 
of  exchange.     He  knew  not  why  many  of 
the  civil  officers  of  the  Irish  govt,  came  into 
this  country.     The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, for  instance,  what  reason  was  there 
why  he  should  be  in  England  at  all,  other- 
wise than  as  a  member  of  parliament,  in 
which  character  he  had  no  salary  ?     The 
same  observation  might  be  made  on  the  case 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Corry)  j  there 
was  no  occasion  for  his'  residence  in  En- 
gland, oitierwise  than  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament, in  which  character  he  was  entitled 
to  no  salary.     The  same  might  be  said  of 
the  inspector-general  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
pprts,  who  was  not  of  necessity  here.     The 
same  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  of  the 
port  of  Dublin,  and  many  others  5  yet  they 
were  all  here,  and  had  the  advantage  of  re- 
c6iving  their  salaries  at  par.     These  multi- 
plied instances  of  this  advantage  given  to 
the  civil  officers  of  the  executive  govt,   of 
Ireland,  confirmed  him  in  the  conviction  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  practice.     Here  the 
noble  lord  read  passages  from  pages  1 1  and 
12  of  the  account  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  (see  Vol.  I.  p.  ll63)of  the  money  paid 
to  different  officers  for  their  salaries  at  par, 
from  which  he  argued,  there  were  abuses  in  • 
this  system,  and  observed,  that  the  more  he 
considered  the  subject,    the  more  he  was 
convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  the  practice. 
He  then  insisted  on  the  particular  inexpe- 
dienqy  of  the  practice  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, under  all  the  present  circumstances  of 
that  country,  and  that  the  more  remarkably, 
on  account  of  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
currency  vf  that  country,  which  had  for  a 
long  time  past  been  felt  as  a  very  great  evil. 
He  maintained,  that  vvithout  imputing  any, 
improper  motives,   it  looked  unfavourably, 
that  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  should 
benefit  themselves  by  an  order  which  they 
made  contrary  to  law,  and  should  themselves 
claim,  by  their  own  order,  a  benefit  which 
they  did  not  allow  to  others,  who,  if  the 
measure  was  right,  had  a  better  claim  to  it. 
He  observed  also,  that  this  matter  remained . 
a  secret  for  awhile,  and  until  he  brought  it 
forward  in  the  house  :  if  he  was  right,  why  ^ 
was  it  concealed  at  all  ?  this  was  a  matter' 


<iori,  and  he  was  glad  to  say,  that  the  ques- 
tios\  which  he  should  lay  before  the  house 
/or  its  consideration,  would  lie  within  a 
Jiarrow  compass,  for  the  chief  part  of  it 
.was, neither  more  nor  less  than  what  was  to 
be  considered  as  the  meaning  of  the  plain 
letter  of  an  act  of  parliament.  The  a- 
mount  of  the  sums  out  of  which  this  arose, 
was  indeed  small,  but  it  was  the  principle 
which  constituted  the  importance  of  the  suf)- 
ject.  Here  he  proceeded  to  read  the  acts 
of  parliament  of  the  30th  of  the  King,  for 
regulating  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
ail  the  servants  of  the  crown  in  the  civil 
departments  of  the  state  3  and  then  con- 
tended, that  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasury  in  Ireland,  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  govt»,  nor  with  any  sums  of  mo- 
ney whatever,  while  it  was  in  transits  ;  for  it 
was  not  only  repugnant  to  the  law  he  had 
just  quoted,  but  contrary  also  to  precedent. 
H&  contended  that  the  order  wl^ich  had 
been  issued  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
trea.su ry  in  Ireland,  for  the  payment  at  par 
of  the  civil  officers  of  the  govt,  of  the 
country,  occasionally  resident  in  this,  was 
not  warranted,  and  was  therefore  an  excess 
of  their  authority.  He  vvould  ask,  what 
were  the  salaries  of  these  officers  of  govt.  ? 
Were  th^y  not  charges  upon  the  public  re- 
venue of  the  country?  If  so,  by  what 
aud^ority  was  any  alteration  made  in  them  ? 
He  .«aid,  that  payment  to  any  person  out  of 
the  public  revenue  of  the  country  of  more 
than  was  allowed  by  law,  was  irregular, 
and  quite  unwarrantable;  and  if  the  right 
hon,  gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Corry), 
was  al iqwed to  proceed'! n  tliis  manner,wheie 
were  we  to  stop?  He  contended,  there- 
ior^i  Cliat  this  was  an  tan yvarran table  act. 
He  did  not  charge  ministers  with  a  delibe- 
late  design  to  over-rule  the  law  5  but  he. 
$aid,  that  these  irregular  and  unwarranta- 
ble acts  would  have  that  effect,  unless 
checked  by  the  house.  It  was  admitted  that 
the  half-pay  officers  of  Ireland  were  not 
paid  at  par,  while  they  might  be  occa- 
sional residents  in  this  country.  "Now, 
ppon  what  ground  the  civil  officers  of  govt. 
claimed  to  be  paid  at  par,  when  no  such  ad- 
Vantage  was  allowed  to  the  half-pay  officers, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  He  knew 
roany  reasons  why  the  half-pay  officers,  who 
had  devoted  the  whole  ot  their  time,  and 
often  ri^ked  their  lives  in  defence  and  for  the 
service  of  their  country,  should  have  more 
advantages  in  thp  mode  of  receiving  their 
little  pay,  but  not  one  reoson  why  they  should 
have  less  than  the  civil  ofEcprs  of  the  govt. 
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■which  had  also  an  unfavourable  appearance. 
He    coniended,  that  the   right   hon.   gent. 
(Mr.  Corry)  could  not,  of  hisowft  individual 
atithority^  do  any  act  for  the  raising  any  mo- 
ney noi  allowed  by  law,  for  any  body  ;  still 
Jess  proper  did  it  seem  to  be  when  that  mo- 
ney went  partly  to  himself  j  such  money  not 
being  in  the  exchequer,  and,  therefore,  not 
subject  to  his  cognizance.    The<e  Were  two 
points  on  which  his  objection  la  this  practice 
rested.     The  3d  point  was,  that  ihe  princi* 
pie  on  wh  ch  the  practice  was  defended,  had 
oompleatly  failed,  for  it  was  not  general  in 
its  application,  the  half-pay  officers  deriving 
no  advantage  firom  it,  and  before  it  could 
deserve  the  name  of  a  principle,  the  applica- 
tion  of  it  must  be  general.     Lastly,  the  only 
persons  who  wtre  made  to  benefit  by  the 
practice,  w^rc  the  last  from  whom  it  ought 
to  be  expected,  namely,  the  coraminsioners 
of  the  treaMury  of  Ireland,   who  issued  the 
order;  nor  was  there  any  excuse  f4)r  this 
having  happened  by-  inadvertency,  or  anjri 
thing  of  that  sort,  for  there  was  no  account 
made  out  on  the  subject  of  the  revenue  of 
Ireland,*  in  which  the  course  of  exehnnge 
did  not  appear,  therefore  they  had  the  sub- 
ject constantly  before  their  eyes.    He  should 
hare  thonght  that  their  being  in  a  situation 
of  trust,  would   have  prevented  ihera  fTon% 
converting.it,  for  they  had  converted  if,- into 
their  own  emolument;  he  must  be  allowed 
to  deliver  his  opinion  upon  these  matters, 
without  softening  his  language,  aiad  to  nse 
such  as  were  applicable  to  the  frtcts,  as  th<*y 
appeared   in  proof.     Ue  said,  he  was  war- 
ranted in  saying,  that  they  bad  turned  tiielr 
situation  of  trust  to  thf  ic  own  private  .emo^ 
luinent.    He  then  read  the  resolutions  wiiich 
he  proposed  to  sobmk  to  the  house,  vi as. ; 
V  itesolved>  that  it  appears  to  this  house, 
th:it  paynients  have  been  made  in  London, 
of  salarici  charged  :on  the  Irish  establish* 
nient,  out  of  money  to  be  remiued  to  die 
Jruii  treasury,  thereby  preventing :ihe  profits 
-of  the  exchange  thereof,  from  being ;of  cre- 
dit to  the  ptibitc,  as  is  dgne  in  other  cases:— 
Resolved^  that  they  have  been  made  wJthout 
sufficient   authority.-*^ Resolved^   that  such 
practice  is  unwarrantable,  and  ought  to  be 
discontinued.** 

Lord  Cas//^rea^A xibserved,  that  the  noble 
lord,  in  the  statement  he  had  been  pleaded 
to  make  upoa  this  bccasion,  had  travelled 
more  into  general  propositions  than  was  ne- 
cessary. The.  main  question  was  a  very 
simple  one,  namely,  whether  numey  in  pos- 
session of  the  agent  in  England  belonging  to 
the  Iri'jh  treasury,  was  or  was  not  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Irish 
.  treasury  ?  Then,  supposing  that  to  be  decided 
Vol.  I'. 


in  the  affirmative,  the  next  question  would 
be,  whether  the  application  that  was  made 
of  ihat  money  under  that  order,  was  a  fit 
and  proper  application,  under  all  the  cir-  , 
cumstances  of  the  case  ?  In  other  words, 
whether  the  order  of  ihc  commia^ioners  of 
the  Irish  treasury  proceeded  from  a  compe- 
tent or  legal  au«h«rity,  ocnot?-/  And  he 
apprehended  the  noble  lord  had  tirken  jtiw?. 
miitter  too  widely,  when  be  conffideir^d  th^t 
the  money  trahsferred  from  the  treasurer  of 
thrit  country  to' the  Irish  agent  in  this  .Nnust 
be  considered  as  money  in  transitu,  \st  the 
Iri-th  extrfiequer,  in  the  situation  of  aU.  mp- 
ney  in  transitu,  it  was,  as  he  apprehended^ 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  lords  of  the  trea«» 
sury  there,  they  being  in  that  cbse,  as  they 
>iere  in  every  other,  respon'-iWe  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  auihority  in  the  application  of 
that  money ;  for  as  the  money  was  issued  un- 
der the  authority  and  by  the  direction  Of  three 
of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  the  order  was  a 
It'gal  order  in  itsdf,  and  ai  such  binding  on 
the  Irihh  agent ;  and'he  agreed  entirely  wiihj 
the  noble  lord,  that  tlife  officers  of  the  treasu- 
ry were  responsible  tk>  parliament  for  ^\tty 
thing  in  execution  of  iheir  trust,,  and  ihat 
they  should  draw  every  thing  I©  the  adi^an- 
tage  of  the  public,  in  the  best  manner  cir- 
cumstances would  permit;  and  that  if  the 
Gourj;e  of  e?i6harfge  bet  ween,  this  country 
could  be  apptidd  to  the  bcnelit  of  Iceland,  in 
the  issue  ot  -any  orders- .or  otherwise^  it  was 
a  part  of  their  duty^to  make  it  applicable  to 
4he  intrrest  of  the^publitj  as.  much  as  possi- 
ble, unless  some  partiouiar  circunastaoccs  pf 
some  particulafT  case,  called  foo  a  felanttioa 
from  ihe  general  principle^  whjch: be  appre- 
hended to  be  the  C8sen6w  under  considera- 
tion. The  nbble  lord  soenied  toar^ue^-this 
matter  as  if  there  was  an  actuti  inci^ase  of 
sali^^y^o  those  olficeD?,rby  the  o)ode  of  pay«» 
merit  which  had  been  adoptedm  tlii,«<  ca-e.; 
if  sor  hb  should  agre*  with  lhe:aoWtfJotd  JU 
the  conclusion  ihat  thofaiode  was  imprcyjer  % 
jbr  It  was.beyond*4ii!c6mfJttcnry,  of -^hfrlrish 
treasury  lo  iner^^se  the  salaries  of  :the;e  af- 
.fici;rs,  -the amount of^hichwas speoiffit^d  bf 
law.  ThfcWt  ^rf  parlwmeut  h^^  sai^d,  wh^t 
the  salaries  of  these  officfrs.shouKtbei  but 
that  was  whibrihey  exercised  jheir-funcJioM 
In  Ireland,  and  uhTnUiey  wrnelobe  paid 
there  ;  ^but  in  the  case  now  before  the  bous^, 
the  officers  of  g0vt4^bse  salaries  wer^lbus 
paii<^  had  bipen  t;fken  from  the  UatucaUpheTc 
of  actioil  in  whith  they  had  ^boew  u^uailiy 
^called  upon  to  move,  arid  brought,  f<>rrFp?» 
cial  purposes,  -tofxetcise  their  lionet  ions  in 
.  th*is  country.  It  was  » rue,  that  spplici* tion 
might  be  made  to  parliatuent^  if  any  alterna- 
tion wasrcceswjyi  .in  ibc  rour'»«  v*^\jb€  p^y- 
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ment  of  these  saUries ;  at  the  same  time  the 
n'oble  lord  would  »te,  ihat  the  whole  of  the 
questioO  arose,  not  Irom  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  of  these  otficers,  but  from  the  mode 
of  payit^g  them,    in  consequence  o^   their 
fonctions  i)emg  aHercd  and  extended  beyond 
their  "ordinary  sphere  of  action  5    and  the 
question  was  mt^xely,  whether  an   officer 
coming  frbm  Ireland  to  England  to  do  his 
duty,  shan  be  paid  in  England  in  English  or 
in  Irish^^6ui7ency  5    he  would  see,   ihat  it 
\^O0ld   be  straining  the    statement    to  go 
beyond  thi»,  or  to  say  that  it  was  any  thing 
liko    an  increase  of  salary.     The  question 
was^  wherher  as  an  officer  did  his  daiy  in 
England,  he  should  not  be  paid  in  English 
currency  ?     If,    indeed,  he  discharged   the 
functions  of  his  office  in  Ireland,  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  him  that  he  should  be 
paid  in  English  currency,  and  an  advantage 
to  which  he  would  not  be  intitled ;  but  if  he 
was  obliged  to  come  here  to  perform  that  of- 
fice, a  country  in  which  certainly  he  could 
not  live  cheaper  than  in  Ireland,  nor  could 
he  do  his  duty  in  it  with  more  satisfaction  or 
convenience  to  himself  than  hi  Ireland ;  he 
would  pot  it  to  the  house  whether  it  was  fair 
to  call  on  such  an  officer  to  perform  his  duty 
wrrh  a  diminution  of  salary ;  for  that  would 
be  the  case  if  he  were  to  he  paid  h«re  in 
Irish  currency.     This  mode  of  payment  was 
not,  in  feet,  an  increase  of  salary,  but  a  mere 
relief  from  a  tax  10  whkh  these  officers 
would  be  liable  if  this  mode  of  payment  was 
not  adopted.'   The  propriety  of  affording  thia 
relief  from  a  tax  iA  such  a  case,  he  main- 
tained 10  be  consonant  to.  the  spirit  of  tbe 
act"  of  onion,  as  well  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  jastiire*    He  maintained,  that  in 
some  cases  it  had  been  allowed  to  those  who 
Were  not  cbhnpelled,  as  these  officers  were, 
to  corine  frOtn  Irelatkl  to  this  country.-*-^ As  to 
what  had  been  said  about  the  particular  in- 
dividUi^K,  who  took  what  was  called  the 
beniriit  of  this  mode  of  payment,  (which, 
A/the  way,  ^«^  no  benenr,  for  it  was  only 
isidexempf  ion  from  a  tax,  which  could  not 
justlj  be  imposed  on  them,>  he  could  say  of 
^faem  ihat  they  were  aetaated  by  no  motives 
>l>at  such  as  would  do  them  no  dishonour  ; 
neither  was  there  any  attempt  to  keep  this 
-matter  asecror,  no  secrecy  could  attend  it. 
He-Compared  this  mode  of  payment  to  that 
whiph  wa»  unifortnlyndopted  in  paying  our 
"droops  abfOad.     The  •eourNe  of  exchange  W|is 
\Qften  stKh  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  some  ex- 
pense to  transmit  the  pay  of  olircers  apd 
men,  yet  they  had  their  whole  pay/  as  if 
th^re  was  no  sucJir  ei^ense,  and  the  public 
Vfdrc  alwa^  ctfUcd  ..gpon  to  ^i^fray  it ;  ^wi, 
'  iheFeforiy  in  his  opinion,  .the  question  was, 


whether  the  conuntfisioners  of  the  treaiiury  of 
Ireland  were  not  called  npon  to  consider  of 
the  propriety  of  relieving  these  officers  from 
the  operation  of  a  tax,  which  would,  unless 
they  were  relieved,  attach  upon  them  when 
they  came  to  perform  their  duly  in  this  coun- 
try, and  which  would  not  attach  on  them  if 
they  performed  it  in  Ireland  ?  The  noble 
lord  said,  the  principle  on  which  this  mode 
of  payment  was  adopted,  ought  to  be  ge* 
neral,  or  not  adopted  at  all,  and  therefore  the 
half*  pay  officers  of  Ireland,  who  were  in  thi» 
country,  ought  to  be  paid  at  par  as  well  as 
the  civil  officers  of  the  Irish  govt,,  but  there  , 
was  a  distinction  between  the  twoservites; 
The  half-pay  ofBcers  of  Ireland  had  thelf 
option,  whether  they  would  come  here  or 
remain  in  Ireland  1  but  the  civil  officers  wer« 
compelled  to  come  here.  He  applied  Ihia 
to  all  these  officers  who  came  here,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  the  house- 
would  be  of  opinion  with  him,  that  those  of«- 
ficers  had  no  more  than  jlistice  done  to  them 
upon  this  occasion.  On  the  whole  matter 
he  did  not  see  any  blame  impatable  to  the 
commbsioners  of  the  Irish  treasnry  upon 
thia  occasion,  and  as  these  resolutions  were 
iuten^d  to  \rt  fc^lowed  up  by  some  other 
resolutions  of  disapprobation  of  what  had 
been  done,  fer  whtcli  disapprobatioB  there 
was  no  reason,  therefore  he  aioved  the  older 
of  the  day. 

Lord  Folkettoni  e&pressed  his  astORish«4 
ment,  after  the  statement  whkh  had  beex» 
made  by  the  noble  lord  who  proposed  the  re« 
solutions,  that  any  roembec  of  that  house 
could  be  found  to  stand  so  boldly  forward  to 
justify  the  practice  to  which  those  resolutioat 
referred,  and  least  of  all  did  he  expect  such 
attem|frt  at  justificatioa  from  the  noble  lord 
who  had  just  sat  down.  How  the  noble  lord 
could  recpncile  his  doctrine  on  a  former  ock 
casion,  that  there  was  no  depreciation  of  the 
Irish  currency,  with  his  assertion  of  thi» 
evening,  that  the  payment  id  the  Irish  civil 
officers  resident  in  this  country  at  paf,  wa» 
a  relief  from  a  tax,  he  was  at  a  loss  ta  con- 
ceive. There  was,  in  the  accounts  hud  be- 
fore the  house,  sulhcient  ground  for  warrant- 
n^  the  resolutions,  without  entering  intn 
any  other  causes.  It  appeared  from  these 
accounts,^  that  the  total  of  the  sum  paid  at 
par,  was  25,600/.,  while  the  total  of  the 
sums  paid  only  in  salaries  did  not  exceed 
\2SXXH.  A  difference  so  very  material  cer- 
tainly called  for  expLnnation,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  some  satisfiictory  reasons  fiu:  the 
excess; 

Mr.  /krileclared,  that  of  all  the  questions 
\vhich  had  for  a  long  tiitoe  come  before  the 
.  house,  he  thought  tne  present  one  woollcl 
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pro?e  the  most  4i6^€alt  to  be  defeoded^  and 
he  was  not  disappointed  in  tlie  sentiments 
whidi  he  previously  entertained.  The  nob)e 
lord  had^  in  fact»  shewn  the  weakness  of  the 
eaose  he  had  to  snpport  by  the  weakness  off 
the  arguments  which  he  had  u^edi  It  had 
been  said,  and  certainly  no  small  stress  had 
been  laid  upon  the  asset tioli,  tliat  a  ooans 
salary  was  not  increased  because  he  was  re- 
lieveid  from  the  operation  of  a  tax.  He 
con  Id  not.  for  his  own  part,  understand  the 
diflference  between  an  increase  of  salary  and 
an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  a  tax. 
His  Majesty  might  as  well  exempt  a  man  of 
landed  property  from  the  payment  of  the 
land-tax,  and  what  waii  that  \n  fact  but  an 
increase  of  salary  }  The  noble  lord  spoke 
of  persons  who  were  called  here  by  order  of 
their  superiors ;  but  when  he  examined  the 
list  of  those  who  received  payments  at  par. 
be  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  who  they  were. 
He  could  not  agree  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
on  the  opp<Mite  bench  (Mr.  Corry)  had  b^en 
called  here  by  his  superiors,  and  he  wished 
to  know,  supposing  that  right  hon.  gent, 
not  to  be  a  member  of  parliament,  what  was 
the  necessity  which  compelled  him  to  reside 
in  this  country  ?  With  respect  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  the  noble  lord  gave 
np  the  matter  at  once,  and  said,  he  could  ^ 
not  assign  any  cause  for  his  coming.  Was 
a  judge,  whose  residence  was  in  reality  in 
Ireland,  and  who  came  to  this  country,  to 
be  allowed  to  plead  in  his  justification,  that 
he  was  called  by  his  superiors  ?  He  could 
not  achnit  there  existed  a  greater  doty  to 
attend  par^ment,  in  those  persons  who  were 
in  office^  than  in  those  who  were  out  of 
office^  for  that  would  be  to  admit,  that  the 
country  gentlemen  were  to  be  taxed,  and 
that  bis  Majesty's  servants  were  to  be  paid 
for  their  attendance  in  parliament.  There 
existed  no  necessity  whatever,  with  regard 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  5  for  who  had  the 
right  of  ordering  him  to  come  to  this  coun- 
try ?  Certainly  none  but  the  King,  and 
even  then  there  might  be  doubts  upon  that 
subject^  as  his  Majesty  had  his  own  chan- 
celior  here.  As  to  the  question  of  remune* 
ration,  he  could  not  avoid  saying,  that  if  the 
Iris|)  officers  were  sent  out  of  their  country 
to  ciischarge  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offic^.  and  it  was  deemed  just  to  reward 
them  for  extraordinary  services,  they  should 
bave  been  regarded,  not  in  the  manner 
•whidi.had  bee^  adopted,  but  m  a  fair,  open, 
and  oonstitutiqhai  way.  The  uoble  lord  had 
stated,  by  comparison,  the  cane  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  serving  abroad ;  but  then 
he  did  not  take  into  his  consideration  what 
•was  abiolulcly  noaterial,  l^iatihe  deficiencies 


oceasiooed  by  the  difference  of  exchange 
were  made  good  to  the  otficers  and  men  by 
parliament,  while,  in  the  present  case,  they 
were  made  good  by  the  lords  of  the  Irish 
treasury.  The  noble  lord  had  drawn  ?  dis- 
tinct line  between  the  claims  of  the  half-pay 
officers,  and  those  who  were  paid  at^  par ; 
yet  the  noble  lord  was  not,  at  that  moment, 
aware,  that  the  late  chancellor  of  Ireland 
possessed  no  better  claim  than  those  very 
half-pay  officers,  who  have  suffered  so  much 
in  consequence  <tf  the  state  pf  the  exchange. 
The  chancellor  was,  in  fact,  a  half-pay  of- 
ficer j  tor  he  had  4  or  5000/.  a  year  for  hav- 
ing formerly  done  the  duty  of  Speaker  of 
the  Hou!ie  of  Lord*;  yet  his  claims  were 
freely  allowed,  and  he  received  his  salary  at 
par.  If  remuneration  appeared  a  just  and 
equitable  measure,  he  wa*  desirous  to  have 
the  pro(^  fairly  brought  forward,  and  the 
services  ofthe  officers  of, the  Irish  govt,  re- 
sident in  this  country,  properly  rewarded, 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  make  any  ex- 
ceptions in  their  favour,  unless  upon  princi- 
ples altogether  constitutionaU  It  was  un- 
deniable that  their  salaries  had  been  clearly 
fixed,  and  at  the  same  lime  made  liable  to 
all  the  taxes,  deductions,  and  chance?,  as 
those  to  which  other  officers  under  the  Irish 
govt.,  "resident  in  Ireland,'  might  eventually 
be  subject.  He  wished  to  know  on  what 
principle  it  was  that  one  officer,  resident  in 
Dublin,  should  receive  onlj^  90/.  and  an- 
other in  London  should  be  paid  the  whole 
100^.  When  he  considered  the  duties  to  be 
performed  by  those  whose  names  appeared 
upon  the  list,  he  felt  that  they  did  not  ap- 
pear prima  facie  to  be^called  over  to  Lon- 
don for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  func- 
tions of  their  respective  offices.  Could  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  counsel  for 
the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  or  the 
customer  of  the  port  of  Dublin,  with  several 
more,  be  considered  in  that  point  of  view? 
It  was,  he  readily  admitted,  not  altogether 
impossible  that  they  might  be  called  awa/ 
for  that  purpose,  .but  ^s  \^^  ^P^s^  was  ig- 
norant  of  the  circumstances,  he  thought  all 
the  information  which  could  be  obtained  on 
the  subject  should  be  laid  before  parliament. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  agauist  the  order 

of  the  day.  ,     ^    ,  •  j    u 

The  Chanalbr  of  the  Ex-chequer  ^id,  h© 
thought  this  was  a  question  up  ji*  which  there 
cduldnot  -be  nroph  difference  of  opinon. 
The  honourable  gcnileroan  did  not  ?ppear  to 
him  10  be  quite  accurate  in  his  siaument  pt 
the  facts  ot  the  case ;  it  it  was  really  an  in- 
crease of  salary,  he  should  ihmk  that  lUs 
conduct  of  the  Irish  treasury  j^b  not  to  be 
justified,  but,  it  waa  no  such  thujg.-  ilje  ot- 
Hi  2 
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ficrrs  employed  under  ibe  Irtsh  gowernmcnt, 
who^«nouid  have  received  KX)  /.  Irish  if  Ihcy 
bad  remained  in  Ireland,  did  not  rccivc 
100  /.  British}  ihey  only  received  Q'J,  /,  Hri- 
tinh,  which  was  equ^i  to  100  /.  Irsh  ?  and  he 
begged  it  to  be  remembced  that  those  offi* 
cers  and  th'^se  salaries  were  aM  established 
before  the  Union,  when  it  could  not  be  in 
cnntecnplation  that  it  wnuld  be  tiecessary  to 
bring  tbera  over  td  England,  (f  the<»e  <.fti- 
cers  were,  in  addition  to  the  inconvenience 
they  suffered  by  being  brought  over  to  Eng- 
land, to  lose  by  the  exchange,  instead  of  re- 
ceiving 92  /.  they  would,  in  tact,  only  receive 
82  /.,  which^  he  was  sure,  could  never  be 
intended.  The  honoiM-able  gentleman  se  -med 
to  suppose  that  these  officers  received  the 
whole  of  their  ssilaries  in  this  country  ;  that 
was  not  the  case;  they  only  received  that 
part  of  it  whJch  became  doe  during  their  re- 
sidence in  England.  The  honourable  gent, 
seemed  to  think  that  the  officers  called  over 
here  upon  public  business,  ought  to  have  an 
alloti'ance  ;  the  fact  was,  they  only  had  their 
ttravelUng  expenses  allowed  to  them,  and  that 
was  only  granted  to  those  in  inferbr  situa- 
tions. The  whole  question  rttolved  itself 
into  this,  whether  officers  who  were  brought 
here  to  discharge  a  public  duty,  ought  or 
ought  not  to  receive  the  same  salary  tliey 
would  have  received  if  tliey  had  remained 
in  Ireland?  It  appeared  to  him  that  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained  upon  the  subject,  and 
therefore  he  should  vote  for  the  motion  of  his 
noble  friend. 

Mr.  Jpbn  Laioitche  supported  the  original 
motion,  upon  the  ground  that  this,  which 
he  considered  as  an  increase  of  their  saU- 
rics,  was  entirely  defrayed  by  It  eland,  where- 
as, as  it  was  a  part  of  the  joint  expenditure 
of  the  empire,  England  ought  to  defray  the 
proportion  stipulated  by  the  Union. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  observed,  that  the 
,  noble  lord  had  laid  down  a  proposition  in  his 
motion,  which  was  of  a  geiieral  nature  :  but 
that  all  the  other  gentlemen,  who  had  fol- 
lowed on  that  side,  had  departed  from  the 
general  principle,  he  had  stated,  and  made 
particular  di.^iinctions.  He  bhould  uot  en- 
ter into  the  necessity  arising  Irom  any  pani- 
cular  instai!ce^  He  could  sec  nothing  in  ti^e 
removal  of  any  gentleman  from  Ireland  to 
England  on  the  busine.9S  of  his  office,  that 
ought  to  operate  to  the  diminutix>n  of  his  sa- 
laiy.  When  lie  was  called  hero  he  bad  his 
duties  to  discharge,  and  he  ought  to  have  the 
full  amount  of  his  salary,  the  same  as  if  he 
had  remained  in  Ireland.  Upon  the  princi- 
ple attempted  to  be  established,  p<;rsonscoo- 
C  rned  in  East- India  affairs  might  be;  sent  to 
oalciitta  u>  receive  their  salaries.    So  that  li 


a  person  were  ordered  to  go  to  York,  and 

CQuld  not  get  his  salary  from  London,  but  ajl; 

'  a  great  expense  attending  the  transfer,  he 

I  was  to  be  a  sufferer.  But  what  was  exchange 

I  but  the  expense  attending  the  transfer  m£ 

I   money  j  and  why  should  the  civil  officer  susr 

i  tain   that  expense,  if  he  did  not  volontary 

shift  his  residence  ?  The  learned  member  thea 

proceeded  to  shew  that  the  case  of  half- pay 

I  officers  did  not  apply  in  the  present  ii; stance. 

Augmentation  of  salary,   he  admitted,  would 

be  unju»tifiable,  but  that  was  vastly  different 

I  from  the  mere  payment  of  the  same  identical 

salary,  only  on  a  different  spot. 

Dr.  Laurence  observed,  that  what  had  fal* 
len  from  the  last  learned  member,  the  ugh 
very  ingenious,  did  not  strictly  apply  to  the 
point  in  debate.  The  salary  of  an  individual 
must  be  paid  from  the  establishment  whence 
it  should  be  drawn.  He  should  wish  to  know 
whether,  as  this  was  a  matter  which  might 
operate  in  various  ways,  that,  if  actually  a 
profit  were  to  be  drawn  from  a  change  of  si- 
tuation of  this  sort,  it  was  to  be  understood 
that  a  deduction  to  that  amount  was  to  be 
made  ?  After  the  Union  it  must  have  been 
seen, ,  that  such  circumstances  were  fairly  to 
be  anticipated^  though  they  might  ap- 
pear to  some  in  the  light  of  casual  evils.  But, 
whatever  they  were,  this  was  not  the  form 
and  mode  in  which  remuneration,  be  it  ever 
so  necessary,  was  to  be  given.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  actually  knew  the  true  state  of 
the  case  on  which  they  had  been  debat- 
ing. He  had  said,  it  was  only  a  power 
of  issuing  to  certain  persons  part  of  their  sa-* 
iaries  during  their  .residence  here.  If  it 
could  be  shewn  that  they  had  received  no 
more  than  their  fair  proportion,  still  on  the 
face  of  the  order  for  Mr.  Wickham,  it  did 
appear  an  ui  limited  one,  for  it  gave  credit 
at  the  rate  of  4.360  /.  per  aan.,  a^d  the  pay- 
ments were  to  be  charged  to  the  tre^ury  aq- 
counts.  Here  then  was  a  general  credit  for 
that  gentleman  to  draw  upon.  Nqw  whe^ 
a  certain  important  debate  qccurred  respect- 
ing Ireland,  he  was  no(  here,  but,  as  it  ap- 
peared, in  Yorkshire  \  yet,  according  to  this 
order,  he  had  liberty  to  draw  if  he  .chose. 
Here  w^9  the  power.  Was  this  any  kind  Qf 
check  on  t^e  mode  of  transacting  public  l^u* 
siness?  And  Colonel  Loft  us,,  a  commisatq- 
ner  of  th^  treasury,  was  actually  here  a 
whole  year.  Did  he  attend  l^ere  as  commis- 
sioner of  the  treasury  }|  \jt\  ininisters  bring 
the  questioi^  fairly  heforp  ^le  })ouse,  and  ar- 
range the  system.  Be  fould  have  wished  to 
hear  something  from  the  learned  gentlemi^ 
concerning  the  power  of  giving  orders  before 
the  oioaey  w^  m  the  exchequer*  Qqe  thing 
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fae<:erUinJy  dkl.  hope  and  expect  from  the 
present  administrntiun  *,  »Dd  that  was,  an 
adherence  to  the  strict  forms  of  the  house, 
and  a  restoration  of  such  as  had,  from  cir* 
cumstancrs,  been  trenched  upon  ;.bul  he  was 
aorry  to  observe,  that  he  could  not  recollect 
the  time  when  ihey  were  so  much  neglected. 

The  Ckuncetlor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
had  the  learned  geUfl^man,  in  adverting  to 
what  he  said,  examined  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wukham,  he  would  hiave  found  that  the  very 
term*i  shewed  ihey  did  not  warrant  his  com- 
ments, lu  page  12  he  would  have  f  »und 
th'it  th**  credit  was  to  be  g  yen  at  the  rate  of 
4  360  /.  and  that  at  p'lge  5  he  would  have 
seen  that  his  predecessor  drew  only  the 
tmaller  sum  of  4,029  /.  iHated  as  paid  in  1803, 
but  thai  Hu lijded  the  total  oi  2  years  ;  not, 
however  brought  forward  in  1803.  He  did 
Aoi  bttUeviEi  that  Mr.  Wickham  was  a  person 
likely  to  depart,  in  that  respect,  from  his 
prc.1eceHS'»r  s  example. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose,  only  to  advert  to 
whit  h^d  fallen  from  a  learned  gentleman 
oppo%ite  (ihe  Master  of  the  Rolls).  With 
the  gr-neral  principle  which  that  learned 
gentleman  had  laid  down,  he  was  ready  in 
fiome  measure  to  give  his  concuriencc  5  and 
had  ih»H  general  principle  been  the  question 
4U>w  before  the  housc^,  he  would  m  all  pro- 
bability, have  given  it  his  vote.  But  be- 
caote  stkch  a  principle  had  not  been  before 
the  bouse^  and  because  it  was  not  war- 
ranted by  any  legislative  authority,  he 
W4iuld  therefore  oppose  the  present  prac- 
tice, and  vole  for  the  Oi  iginal  motion. 

Mr  -Frtfuai  said,  that  among  many  weigh 
ty  argument 3»  which  determined  him  to  vote 
for  the  original  motion,  there  were  two, 
which  he  wished  particularly  to  state  and  to 
insist  on,  because  they  were  of  a  plain  and 
obvious  qualiy,  and  not  liable  to  be  per- 
plexed and  confounded  by  technical  skill  or 
sophistical  distinctions.  To  these.  Sir,  I 
expect  to  hear  a  plain  and  rational  answer, 
which  hitherto  has  not  been  atteoipted.  In 
the  fim  place,  Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  principle 
inseparable  frona  the  uses  of  all  government, 
and  from  the  duties  of  this  government  more 
than  any  other,  that  the  pert»onal  interest  of 
every  individual  trusted  with  power  shotild, 
in  all  ca^es,  be  one  and  the  same  with  the 
interest  of  the  community.  If  a  general  cala- 
mity should  exist,  or  a  general  burden  is  to 
be  endured,  to  the  remedy  or  relief  of  which 
the  labour,  the  industry  and  the  skill  of  per- 
foos  in  high  office  ought  to  be  unremittingly 
applied,  it  is  not  wise,  it  is  not  safe  to  exempt 
such  perBOOs  from  their  share  in  the.  general 
pressure  or  suQer^ng  that  1^1  Is  upon  all  the 
rest.  You  -take  away  a  pr^^ipal  motive  or 
himulus  to  such  persons  to  e^ert  themselves 


In  the  public  service,  when  you  tell  tbetn, 
that,  whether  they  neglect  their  duty  or  not, 
they  are  sure  to  be  borne  harmless  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  own  income.     Least  of  all,  is 
it  prudent  or  safti  to  suffer  such  parties  to 
form   the    measure    and    to  distribute   the 
amount  of  their  own  relief?     But,  even   if 
the  contrary  were  true,  if  it  could  be  main<*  , 
tallied  ih^t  persons  in  high  and  lucrative  of- 
fices ought  to  be  specially  aud  exclusively 
exempted  from  any  share  |n  a  public  suffer- 
ings still  the  course  which  has  been  taken 
ought  not  to  be   endured.     It  is  asserted 
that  the  payments  in  question  have  not  been 
secret,   have   not  been   clandestine.     My 
answer   is,  that  they  have  been   riiade  not 
only  vi'ithout  the  authority,  but  without  ih^ 
knowledge  of  parliament.     I,  for  one,  ne*- 
ver heard  of  the   tact,  until.it   was  .intro« 
duced  by  the  noble  lord  on  this  side.     If 
the  thing  be  proper,  it  ought  to  be  done  by 
a  vote  of  this  house,  or  in  some  other  regu- 
lar parliamentary  way.     Whenever. the  ge# 
neral  principle  of  reimhursing  individuals 
for  losses  on  exchange  of  aalaiies  comes  U% 
be  considered,  you  will  have  other  cases  in* 
finitely   more   pressing  to   provide  for.     I 
shall  state  only  one,  which   I  think  could 
hardly  be  resisted,  and  which  has  frequentr 
ly  occurred.     I  mean  that  of  an   English 
regiment  disbanded    in    Ireland,    and    of 
which  the  officers,  all  English,  are  compel* 
led  by  their  situation,  circumstances,  and 
connexions  to  reside  in   England  on  their 
Irish  half- pay.     Out  of  that  pittance  they 
lose  ten  pen  cent,  on  the  remittance  from 
Ireland.     Would"  you  refuse  to  indemnify 
such  persons,  while  the  prmcipal  otiBcers  of 
govt,  are  permitted  to  reimburse  themselves 
out  of  the  public  purse  ?     Now,  Sir,  1  ask 
for  information  on  a  point  of  parliamentary 
construction,  in  which  I  think  the  honotir* 
because  I  am  sure  the  duty  of  this  house,  is 
essentially  concerned.     Supposing  the  mo» 
tion  of  the  noble  lord  should  be  set  aside^ 
with  such  facts  brought  into  the  view  of  the 
house,  and  so  immediately  connected   with 
our  first  duty  as  guardians  of  the  public 
purse,  and  that  this  should  be  done  by  an 
expedient  so  di^raceful,  and  I  believe  in 
such  a  case  so  unprecedetUed,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parhament,  as  that  of  moving 
the  order  of  the  day,  in  what  state  will  this 
business  be  left  ?     Will  it  not  be  conclud- 
ed that  the  house  renounces  its  duty,  and 
abdicates  its  jurisdiction  over  a  money  que»- 
ti()n  ?     Will  it,  or  will  it  not  be  taken,  by 
the  parties  who  have  hitherto  acted  in  their 
own  behalf,  by  their  own  authority,  for  an 
acknowledgment  of   the  power  they  have 
so  assumed  ?     What  is  to  check  or  to  limit 
tliem  in  the  future  exercise  of  that  discre- 
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tfOJ^  ^i)on  parliament,  with  the  case  be- 
ifore  iheoQ^  refuse^  to  inq^iire  into  the  past, 
pr  even  to  lay  dpwij  any  rule  for  the  fu- 
ture ?  Certainly  the  gentlemen  who  havp 
taken  good  care  of  themselves,  may  act 
|xriih  morereserve/and  less  indulgence^  to 
the  claims  of  others  full  as  good  as  their  own. 
Or  they  may  choose  and  select  the  ohjects 
of  their  favour.  I  ask,  is  it  fit  that  sucl^  a 
question  shou^fi  be  left  undj^ided  ?  In  fact, 
I  fear  it  will  amount  to  a  decision  in  iavour 
of  the  abuse,  and  furnish  a  pretence  for 
other  practices  ot  tfi/e  same  nature.  When 
^  hojLise  of  con^roops  refuses  to  inquire  into 
gn  limMilhorised  application  of  public  mo- 
ney, and  when  the  fact  is  not  denied,  it 
fflves  an  approbation  to  the  thing  donjs,  and 
makes  it  a  precedent  for  greater  abuses. 

Mr.  ifewy  Thornton  coi^ceiyed  the  objec- 
tions much  magnified.  More  than  law  aU 
lolled,  he  thooght,  bad  not  been  done. 
Ministers  might  have  paid  the  Irish  salaries 
lo  cash,  which  would  have  still  been  more 
valuable.  It  would  be  letter  to  app|y  the 
tioae  of  the  house  to  devising  a  reoocdy  iat 
the  radical  evil,  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Irelafid. 

Mr.  Barham,  upon  the  principle  that 
lOOjOOO/.  received  in  this  country  and  sent 
to  Ireland.would  be  wortK  1  \O,O00l.  opposed 
the  system  that  Wa8^xu)W  acted  oo^  as  givingr 
•B  additional  income  to  those  that  were  so 
paid,  while  oihers  must  necessarily  labour 
under  a  deficiency  to  the  saoie  amoun^.  He 
argued,  that  whenever  either  civil  or  mili- 
tary, officers  should  be  on  their  duty,  there 
was  no  qutstiott  but  they  were  to  be  paid  by 
the  treasury  of  the  country  by  which  they 
Avere  employed. 

Mr.  iM^iT.had  pfieo  observed  in  the  course 
of  his  parliamentary  life,  that  when  gent. 
Jiad  no  good  grounds  to  rest  upon,  they  ran 
to. general  principles,  which  seemed  to  be 
the. case  to  night  with  the  hon.  member  op- 
posite. Bur  if  it  was  fashionable  to  recur  to 
general  principles,  he  should  beg  to  oientioa 
one,  namely,  that  no  money  shall  be  issued 
without  coming  to  parliament  for  it.  It  had 
been  proved,  that  this  money  had  not  l>een 
legally  issued.  The  papers  shewed,  that  one  . 
commissit  ner  had  ordered  the  issae,  and  that 
it  had  been  paid  accordingly.  £ver^  sum 
subtracted  from  the  pnblic  pmrse  was  m  fact 
•o  much  expense  incurred.  The  noble  lord  , 
had  s^id,  the  If ish  treasury  was  in  Loudon  ;  i 
but  did  auy  body  who  had  read  the  act  of 
parliament  remain  ignor^int  that  it  wasueces- 
\5»ry  to  have  th&  King  s  sign  manual,  or  an 
act  of .  parliament  to  authorise  an  issue  ^ 
Was  thtre  any  sort  of  authority  fox  this  trans- 
action ?  The  uoble  lord  had  sai4»  that  a^  act 


of  parliament  was  an  op«:ose  transaoion,  that 
is  to  say,  that  to  act  legally  was  an  operoae 
transaction,  whereas  to  act  illegally,  made  a 
short  cut,  and  so  the  noble  lord  chose  to  run 
post  haste  to  the  treasury  in  London.  Alt 
the  rev^nu^s  of.Irelaod  were,  since  tbeUnion^ 
applicable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  pay* 
.mentpf  the  national  dtbt,  and,  secondly,  to 
the  geperal  purposes  of  that  country.  It  mi« 
nisters  could  thus  pay  ofiicers,  it  would  never 
appear  how  Ireland  was  subjrcted  to  expen* 
ses  ;  whereas.  If  the  thing  was  done  legally, 
fifteen-seventeenth^  of  the  money  would  be 
pai«i  by  England.  He  called  upon  ministers 
to  treat  this  question  like  men,  in  a  manly 
manners  to  conf^s  they  had  done  an  illegal 
act.  Let  them  go  into  a  committee,  but  not 
blink  the  question.  If  otherwise,  let  them 
now  have  their  .majority'  if  they  could,  but 
let  them  depend  upon  it,  that  this  question 
would  come  before  them  in  so  many  shapes, 
that  they  must  meet  it  at  last. 

Lord  CastJ^eagh  rose  to  exphin,  and  was 
proceeding  to  reply  to  some  observations  of 
the  last  speaker,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Lord  Folkestone,  who  insisted  that  t^e  no- 
ble lord  was  not  speaking  to  order,  but  in 
reply. 

Mr.  Foster  begged  to  adduce  an  instance 
which  came  'v^ithio  his  own  knowledge. 
When  he  was  connected  with  the  revenue  <rf 
Ireland,  the  counsellor  for  the  comnpission- 
ers  had  oply  100/.  a  year,  whereas  in  the 
papers  now  before  the  house,  he  perceiv^, 
that  that  hon.  gent,  had  received  900/.  10 
the  course  of  threis  years.  If  tl^is  additional 
sum  was  considered  as  a  compensation,  he 
sdw  1^0  reason  wl^y  such  genlemen  should  also 
avail  themselves  of  the  profits  derived  from 
the  present  rate  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Ormsfy,  from  having  bfsen  so  particu- 
larly alluded  to,  found  ^iinbclf  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  rising.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that 
he  had  received  the  sum  mentioned,  during 
the  three  years  alluded  to$^  ,but*at  the  same 
time  he  had  spent  in  England  more  tbtfi\ 
twice  that  sum,  drawn  from  other  funds, 
which  were  subject  to  all  the  iiiconvenieii* 
cies  of  the  present  rate  of  exchange.  He. 
contended,  that  the  Irish  officers  who  resided 
either  from  choice,  or  firom  the  calls  of  pub« 
lie  doty,  spent  ib  general  much  more  in 
London  than  their  salaries  amounted  to.  He 
objected  in  the  str<mgest  terms  to  the  ori^« 
nal  motion  as  unnecessary  and  unjust. 

Sir  lidurence  Parstms  declined  entering  at 
any  length  into  a  discussion  of  the  questiea 
before  the  house,  but  stated,  in  a  few  words, 
that  he  believed  that  ministers  4)ad  acted  fair* 
ly  imd  conscientiously,  and^  from  the  whole 
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of  what  be  bad  teard  Ibat  nigbt,  or  knew 
bffore,  he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any 
ground  for  the  bouse  entering  into  the 
i&qutry. 

Mr.  T.  Grenvilh  referred  to  several  obser* 
nations  which  had  been  made  by  diflferent 
bon.  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  hou<>e, 
and  said,  that  the  arguments  which  the  noble 
lord  on  the  same  side  of  the  house  with  him- 
self, had  advanced  with  so  much  abihty, 
were  so  completely  unanswered »  that  he 
sbotild  not  presume  to  do  away  the  iropres- 
sicm  they  had  made  npon  the  house  by  any 
attempt  on  his  part  to  repeat  ^hem.  One 
bon.  gent,  indeed  had  appealed  to  the  pru- 
dence and  discretion  of  the  house,  and  then 
asked  if  it  was  necessary  for  the  house  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case  ?  He  had 
eonduded  with  invitino:  the  house  ratlier  to 
blink  the  quest  ioB4  What  I  when  the  house 
Is  told  that  there  has  been  an  illegal  issue  of 
the  public  money,  should  parliament  be  told, 
Ibat  instead  of  looking  into  the  case,  they 
should  not  exercise  that  right  which  the  peo- 
ple have  committed  to  their  charge,  but  ra- 
ther be  inclined  to  blink  the  question  ?  An 
assrrtion  bad  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  the  lords  oft  be  Treasury  had  a  legal 
authority  for  the  issuing  of  public  money.  No 
doubt  they  had.  But  could  that  be  supposed 
to  be  any  argument  against  the  resolutions 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  house? 
Neither  his  noble  friend,  nor  any  other  per- 
son who  spoke  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
bad  denied  the  existence  of  such  an  authority. 
They  only  objected  to  what  appeared  to  them 
to  be  an  illegal  exercise  of  that  authority,  in 
the  paying  away  the  money  of  the  public  in 
a  msmner  tor  which  they  had  no  vote  or  au- 
thority from  that  bouse. 

IkhtAttornty  Generai  complained,  that  it 
was  unfair  for  one  gent,  to  say  that  there  was 
£dlacy  in  an  argument,  and  another  gent. 
lo  say  that  no  argument  had  been  advanced. 
Mo  one  person  bad  pretended  to  say  that 
there  was  a  great  sum  of  money  sunk,  squan- 
dered, or -applied  to  improper  uses,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  evident  that  his  Majesty's 
aervanta  had  acted  from  a  corrupt  and  dirty 
active*  He  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  prin- 
dpie  was  admitted,  and  that  it  was  stated 
that  one  dr  two  persons  had,  by  mistake  been 
kiclttded  in  the  payment  who  were  not  enti- 
tled to  it— he  had  no  doubt  that  then  the  no- 
ble lord  opposite  to  him,  who  had  spoken 
with  so  much  ability,  would  be  satisfied  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  ministers. 
The  Jnsh  nation  had  funds  in  this  country  in 
con^quence  of  rhe  intimacy  which  subsisted 
between  the  two  islind-i;  and  vrould  anyone 
lay  thtt«  vdien  they  had  a  public  officer  on 


bdsiness  here,  the  money  should  not  be*  paid 
here  to  that  officer,  bot  be  sent  back  to  the 
Treasory  of  Ireland,  to  do  that  mighty  piece 
of  justice  of  putting  money  in  the  pubH6 
purse  at  the  expense  of  the  individual?  As 
no  case  of  inquiry  appeared  to  him  to  be  made 
out,  he  should  vole  for  the  order  of.  the  daj, 
as  the  most  parliamentary  and  reasonable 
course  of  proceeding. 

Sir  J.  Newport  declared,  tlwt  his  main  ob# 
jection  was  to  the  money  not  being  left  at  the 
disposal  of  parliament.  No  matter  what  the 
sum  was,  the  principle  was  the  same  to  par- 
liamoit,  and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  a  right 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  opposite  to  him  (the 
Attorney  General)  say,  that  the  most  parlia- 
mentary way  of  acting  was,  for  the  house  to 
proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  said,  the  expreff* 
sions  of  some  hon.  members  had  been  objec- 
ted to.  But  the  house  would  recollect,  that 
he  had  asserted  that  the  act  in  itself  was  not 
legal ;  no  person  had  controverted  that.  An 
observation  had  been  made,  that  a  servant 
should  be  paid  his  travelling  expenses,  but 
there  was  no  argument  in  that,  as  no  person 
gave  in  such  an  estimate  as  travelling  expen* 
ses  to  parliatnenf,  and,  if  that  was  to  be  ur- 
ged against  inquiry,  no  one  eould  say  hot 
that  travelling  expenses  bad  been  paid  be- 
side. As  to  the  supposition  of  acnding  mo- 
ney to  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
amount,  there  was  a  fallacy  in  it  as  an  argu- 
ment. It  indeed  would  be  a  work  of  supere- 
rogation to  do  so ;  but  why  net  pay  the  offi« 
eers  of  the  public  to  the  same  amount  heie, 
as  their  Irish  money  would  come  to  if  it  was 
paid  in  Ireland  where  it  was  due  ?-^Asan  hon« 
bart.  (Sir  J.  Newport)  had  observed)  it  was  an 
unwarrantable  distribution  of  the  pabhc 
BKmey. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Lord 
Castlereagh*s  motion  tor  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  house  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared 

For  the  order  of  the  day    -    82 
Against  it    •  •  -44 


Majority 


38 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fridayy  April  13,  1804. 
Counsel  were  heard  in  continuation,  te- 
lative  to  the  Scotch  cross  appeal,  Aber- 
cromby  t;.  Elphinston  Fleming.  To  pro- 
ceed again  on  Monday.—Thrce  private  bills 
were  brought  op  from  the  commons,  by  Sir 
J  W.  Anderson  and  other  gentlemen  —The 
bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  the'r 
several  stages. 
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[Priksts*  Ordiers  Bill.]— The  order 
of  the  day  bmng  reid  for  going  into  arom- 
mittce  on  the  pricsU'  and  deacons*  bill, 
LordWabirrgham  accordingly  tfxikthe  chair. 

The  Bishop  of  St,  Asaph,  pursuant  to  his 
intimation  on  a  former  evening,  made  a 
▼aricty  of  observations  npon  the  subject. 
After  referring  to  the  leading  provisioner  of 
the  bill,  he  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
«acerdotal  character  in  itself  cfou'd  not  be 
done  away  by  the  secular  power )  the 
sacerdotum  catholic um  Was  that  which  no 
secular  power  could  either  give  or  take 
away  ;  it  was  derived  from  a  higher  source. 
He  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  and  propet'^ 
that  some  exact  and  defined  limits  should  be 
put  to  the  age  at  which  persons  should  be 
admissible  into  the  sacred  orders  of  deacon 
-and  priest.  In  describing  to  the  commit- 
tee the  history  of  the  subject,  the  learned 
prelate  referred  to  various  ecclesiastical  au- 
rthorities,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  some 
variations  had  obtained  with  respect  to  the 
: age  at  which  persons  were  admissible  into 
the  orders  in  question.  In  the  earlier  ages 
,of  the  church, '  deacons  were  required  lo 
be  of  the  age  of  25  years,  and  priestsof 
that  of  30  :  this  was  about  the  fourth  cen- 
tury. In  some  time  after,  by  a  decree  of 
the  council  of  Trent,  persons  of  the  age  of 
25,  were  admissible  into  priestij*  orders. — 
After  c  ntending  for  the  indelibility  of  the 
sacred  character,  the  right  rev.  prelate  ob- 
served, that  in  cases  whete  a  radical,  or  ori- 
ginal defect  in  the  ordination  existed,  as  in 
,  the  case  of  marriages  improperly  solem- 
nized, &c,  the  legislature  may  declare  the 
nullity  of  such  proceedings  :  and  it  was 
upon  this  principle  chiefly  that  he  agreed  to 
the  rel^-vant  provision  of  the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  expressed  his  con- 
currence in  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
reverend  prelate,  as  to  the  indelibility  of  the 
sacerdotal  character*  Respecting  this  it 
was  a  maxim  in  the  ancient  Catholic  church, 
ncc  heresis,  nee  aposlacia  deUi\  biit  with 
respect  to  the  subject,  there  were  one  or 
two  considerations  which  struck  him  as  ma- 
terial. A  person  may  innocently  become 
Subject  to  the  eiiactiiient  of  the  bill,  as  in 
the  instance  where  he  was,  through  mis- 
information^ or  o: her  causes,  led  to  suppose 
that  he  was  cither  23  or  24 years  of  age, 
when  in  fact  it  may  not  be  so.  There  were 
cases  also  in  which  the  bishop  who  ordained 
nwy  not  he  wholly  exempt  from  blame ; 
and  It  may  not  be  uowc^rthy  of  consideration 
what  degree  of  punishmeiit  should  be  in- 
curred by  a  diocesan  who  should  so  infringe 
upon  an  aot  of  p^r^iament. 

The  Bishop  of  6*,  As.ifb  explained  :  the 


case  adverted  to  by  the  noble  duke  was  one 
of  those,  he  conceived,  wii'iin  rhi*  con- 
templation of  the  bilL  Wjfh  respect  to  che 
latter  consideration,  bishops  were,  as  the 
law  now  stood,  habie  to  be  called  to  account 
should  they  act  in  violation  of  an  act  of 
parliament 

The  leading  provision  of  the  bill  which 
enacts  that  no  person  shall  be  adm:  sit^Ie 
to  the  sacred  orders  of  deacon  and* 
priest,  unless  he  shall  have  completely  at- 
tairtfd  the  23d  or  24th  year  of  his  age  re-* 
spectively,  &c.  was  then  agreed  to^^  After 
iiome  further  observations  on  thepaitoftbe 
right  rev.  prelate  and  noble  duke  above- 
mentioned,  the  remaining  provisions  of  the 
bill,  with  a  few  verbal  amendments,  w^re 
agreed  to. — A  clause  was  inserted,  on  the 
motioi  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  rights,  with  rtspect  ta 
thin  bill,  of  the  metropolitan^  of  the  respec- 
tive parts  of  the  united  kingdom.  —  I'he 
house  then  resumed,  and  ordered  the  bill  to 
be  reported  on  Monday. 


HOUSE  or  COMMONS. 
Friday y  April,  13,  1  SO 4. 

[Minutes] — Sir  J.  Newport  moved  to 
discharge  the  order  for  taking  into  comider- 
ation  the  Ilchester  election  petition,  in 
order  to  fix  it  for  a  future  day,  which  mo- 
tion, after  some  conversation  bciweeo  Sir 
J.Graham,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Hile^ 
Addington,  was  negatived. — Sir  J.  Graham 
presented  a  petition  from  certain  voters  of 
Chippenham,  respecting  the  right  of  voting 
in  that  borough,  which  ^vas  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  same  day  a* 
the  former  petition. — Mr.  Sec.  Yorke,  after 
referring  to  the  order  of  the  28th  of  March, 
giving  leave  lobring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  thfc 
operation  of  the  army-  of  leserve  act,  ob- 
served, that  it  had  been  most  convenient  to 
bring  in  two  bills,  one  for  Great-Britain, 
and  one  for  Ireland.  He  therefore  moved 
to  discharge  the  former  order,  and  for  leSive 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  or  bills,  respecting  the 
same  subject.  Leave  given.  —  Mr.  Ser. 
Yorke  afterwards  brought  in  the  bill  f6r 
suspending  the  army  of  reserve  act  in  Great- 
Britain,  which  was  read  a  Brst  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday, 
and  to  be  printed.— Mr.  Johnstone  gave  no- 
tice diat  he  would  n)ove  on  Motniay  Qvxt 
for  certain  papers  respecting  the  t'ransao ions 
in  Ceylon. — Mr.  Co^  ry,  on  account  of  rio 
communicatoo  having  be«-n  received  this 
day  from  Ireland,  moved  the  postponement 
of  the  order  of  the  day  for  ihe  considera- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  coin  drcuiatton  ia 
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Ireland  till  Monday  next,  when  the  neces- 
sary communications  might  be  certainly  re- 
lied on . 

[Militia  OFFiCERs.]--Mr.  Secretary 
Yorke  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
revive  a  bill  which  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  for  the  better  providing  of 
officers  for  the  militia,  by  enabling  the  lord's 
lieutpnanis  of  counties  to  grant  commissions 
to  subaltern  officers  not  qualified  by  local 
property  in  their  respective  counties. 

Lord  Folkestoui  observed,  that  as  the  bill 
of  the  last  session  had  expired,  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  for  ihe  house  to  know 
how  far  it  had  been  acgsd  upon  before  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  revive  it.  He 
should,  therefore,  feci  it  necessary  to  move 
for  a  return  of  the  number  of  commissions 
issued  by  the  several  lords- lieutenants  of 
counties  respectively,  under  the  authority 
of  this  act ;  for  if  it  should  appear  there  had 
been  none,  or  only  very  few,  it  would  be 
nnqecessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  revive  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  hoped  the  noble  lord 
would  not  impede  the  progress  of  the  bill  ; 
or  at  least  that  the  house  would  not  con- 
sent to  its  delay  on  the  groupd  stated  \  for 
as  it  was  necessary,  whether  the  number 
under  the  former  bill  was  small  or  great,-  to 
secure  a  means  of  ensuring  officers  for  the 
militia^  and  the  return  mentioned  by  the 
noble  lord  could  not  be  obtained  without  con- 
siderable delay,  he  trusted  the  house  would 
allow  the  bill  lo  be  brought  in. — Leave  was 
accordingly  given. 

[Committee  of  Supply."] — The  Chan- 
cellar  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  resolving  into   a  committee  of 
supply,    and  that  there  be  referred   to  the 
com<nitt<?e  the  estimates  for  making  certain 
allowances  to   militia  subalterns   in  time  6f 
peace  J   the  estimates  for  the  pay  of  the  Irish 
and  English  mi§tia  pay  and  clothing  for  the 
service  of  the  year,    and  for  allowance  to 
militia  Serjeant- majors  ;    the  estimates  for 
an  allowance  to  his  Majesty  of  monies  for 
foreign    and  other  secfet  services  for  the 
year  ;  also  the  estimates  of  allowance  to  the 
firitisb  Museum  ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
the  house  resolved  into  the  committee  ac- 
cordingly, Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair.-rr 
The  right  hoo.  gent,  then  moved,  that  proT 
vision  be  made  accordingly  und^r  the  said 
several  heads,  and  in  particular,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  15Q,0QOl.  for  the  secret  services ; 
asom  not  exceeding  411^,0001.  to  be  paid 
witboat  deduction,  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  awarded  to  them  by  a  committee 
for  compensation  for  priies  taken  during^the 
|9st  war^  an4  condemoed  in  this  countW  : 


6nd  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  off  the  out- 
stan  Jiing  balance  of  1 1  millions  upon  exche- 
quer bills  issued  imder  votes  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament.^The  house  having 
resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  the  committee  to  sit  ag^in  on 
Monday. 

LIkish  Militia  Aijgmentation  . 
Bill] — Mr.  T.  Grenville  observed,  that 
several  gentlemen  had  understood  that  both 
the  bills  were  not  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
the  same  day,  and  as  some  who  were  not 
now  present  wished  to  speak  upon  the  bill 
for  augmenting  the  Irish  iftilitia,  he  there- 
fore proposed,  if  the  right  hon.  ge».t.  (Mr. 
Sec.  Yorke)  had  no  objection,  to  postpone 
the  third  reading  of  thai  bill  lilL  some, day 
next  week. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  said,  if  there  were 
any  gentlemen  who  did  not  expect  itfe  bill 
to  come  on  to-day,  he  had  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  third  reading  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  the  priority  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  bill  for  augmenting  the 
militia  of  Ireland,  as  they  ought  to  augment 
first,  before  they  drew  away  the  existing 
militia,  since  it  would  be  very  preposterous 
if  the  bill  for  accepting  the  offers  was  to  be 
agreed  to,  and  then  the  bill  for  augmenting 
to  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  observed,  that  the 
address  upon  his  Majesty *s  message  only  ~ 
spoke  of  enabling  his  Majesty  to  accept  the 
offers  of  the  Irish  militia,  but  took  no  notice 
of  the  augmentation  j  the  former,  therefore, 
of  course  had  the  priority. — ^The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  read  a  th'rd  time  oil 
]Monday. 

[Mediation  of  Russia.]   Mr.  Fox  rose, 
for  the  purpoe  of  asking  a  question  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  upon  their  answei'  to 
wliich  some  trouble  might  be  saved  to  tliem^, 
%o  h'mself,  and  to  the  house.     It  related  to  ^ 
former    question   he  had   asked  respecting 
what  had  passed  in  the  last  negotiation  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  court  of  Russia, on  • 
the  subject  of  mediation  with  France.     He 
had  recently  heard  reports,  on  their  authea- 
ticity  he  certainly  coul{i  pot  rely,  that  aji 
important  pegotiatiop  was  at  this  tirne  pei>- 
fling  between  this  country  and  Russia.     He 
wished,  therefore,  to  know,  whether  or  not  ^ 
this  was  the  fact  5  because,  if  it  was,    it 
would  go  a  great  way  to  prevent  his  bringing 
forward  the  motion  of  which  he  had  former- 
ly moved,  for  the  production  of  papers  on 
that  subject,  so  soon  as  he  otherwise  should. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered, 

that  when  the  honJ  gent,   first  mentioned 

this  subject  to  the  house,  he  himself  had 

I  promised  that  the  yvholc  of  the  papers  on  th:vt 
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sabject  should  be  laid  before  the  house  so 
80QD  as  circumstances  could,  with  proprie^ty, 
admit.  When  the  hon.  gent.,  on  a  si  ill 
more  recent  occasion,  revived  the  subject,  he 
had  tdld  him  that  reasons  were  still  in  exis- 
tence, which  rendered  it  ineligible  for  his 
Wajesty^s  ministers  to  advise  his  Majesty  to 
order  the  production  of  those  papers  at  that 
time.  One  of  the  reasons  in  existence  then 
was,  that  his  Majesty's  govt,  had  not  at  the 
time  ascertained  whether  the  whole  of  their 
communications  had  reached  the  Eusnian 
court.  On  this  point  they  had  been  since 
Satisfied ;  but  stilk  there  were  reasons  in  exis- 
tence which  would  render  it  ineligible  to 
Comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  gent.,  to 
whom  he  trusted  for  the  present  this  answer 
>)vonld  be  satisfactory  to  convince  him  that 
he  had  been  as  explicit  as  was  consistent 
with  his  official  duty. 

Mr.  Fox  declared  himJ^elf  satisfied  with 
this  answer,  and  therefore  deferred  further 
ecquiry  nn.this  subject}  but  he  would  now 
take  theopportuuity  of  giving  notice,  that  on 
this  day  se'nnight  he  should  bring  forward  a 
tnotioa  respecting  the  state  of  th*?  defence 
of  this  country,  so  far  as  related  to  what  had 
already  been  done. 

[Militia  Officers.]  Lord  Folhesione 
observed,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  had  gi- 
ven uotice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  bring- 
ing in  a  bill  to  enable  the  lords  lieut.  of 
fcouniies  to  grant  commissions  in  the  militia 
to  persoiiB  not  duly  qualified.  He  wished 
for  some  farther  explanation  of  the  right, 
hon.  gent's,  intentions  upon  this  subject. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied,  that  the 
pbject  of  his  intended  motion  was  only  to  re- 
new the  act  which  had  formerly  passed  upon 
ibis  subject,  and  that  the  number  of  those 
80  appointed  might.be  ascertained. 

[Irish  Militia  Offer  Bill]  Mr. 
Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  thi,rd  reading  of 
the  Irish  militia  offer  bill. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  said^  he  must  view  this,  and 
the  other  measures  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
for  increasing  the  national  force,  with  pecu- 
liar jealotisy,  because  there  were  none  of 
them  but  had  undergone  subsequent  altera- 
tions. He  objected  to  the  present  bill,  view- 
ing it  as  a  violation  of  a  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, and  breaking  the  public  faith  with 
the  militia  of  the  country.  He  doubted 
whether  this  measure  would  afford  to  the 
public  the  advantages  of  a  disposable  force, 
as  it  would  be  throwing  impetiiments  in  the 
way  of  fecruiting.  He  contended,  that  the 
unfortunate  war  in  which  we  were  engaged 
had  been  entered  into  from  a  want  of  energy 
on  the  part  of  ministers.  It  was  a  war  in 
Which  the  ministers  had  involved  us,  because 


they  could  not  keep  peace.     He  U^noed  dfo 
the  general  system  of  measures  pursued  bj 
those  gentlemen.    The  measures  were  all  <rf 
a  defensive  nature,  from  which  no  glory  was 
to  be  acquired.  Could  we  blame  the  torpidity 
of  the  continent  wnen  we  used  no  means  to 
rouse  or  animate  them,  but,  regardless  of 
the  interests  of  Europe,  were  busied  only  in 
raising  a  wall  round  ourselves  for  our  own 
exclusive  security  ?  He  did  not  wish,  how- 
ever, any  connexion  to  be  formed  with  th? 
continent,    founded  on  low  intrigues,    or 
schemes  of  assassination,    from  which  the 
feelings  of  honour  and  humanity  were  ba« 
nishcd.     He  wished  us  to  carry  the  war  ia 
some  measure  out  of  the  kingdom. 
■    Mr.  Lee  thought  that  since  the  union  had 
taken  place  between  the  two  kingdoms  it 
would  be  more  desirable  and  consistent  thafc 
there  should  be  but  one  military  ibrce„  and 
he  disrelished  the  idea  of  having  a  consider- 
able military  force  locked  up  in  Ireland.  If 
both  countries  bore  their  respective  propor- 
tions towards  the  expenses  of  their  mil itia^ 
each  ought  to  have  the  benefits  resulting; 
from  them*     In  like  manner,  as  there  were 
but  one  army  and  one  navy,  so  he  would 
have  but  one  militia  tor  both  countries.    He 
could  see  no  sound  constitutional  policy  in. 
locking  up  70,000  men  in  this  country,  i£ 
their  services  should  be  wanted  in  Ireland ; 
as  there  was  a  reciprocity  of  interests,  so 
should  there  be  of  services  in  each  count ly. 
The  principal  objection  which  be  had  to  this 
measure  was,  the  impossibility  of  adopting 
it  without,  at  the  same  time,  allowing  deli- 
berating bodies  amongst  the  militiary ;  but. 
a**  he  was  in  all  other  respects  friendly  to 
the  object  of  the  bill,  he  found  it  advisa- 
ble, .  for  the  present,  to  wave  this  objection^ 
and  agree  that  the  bill  should  pass      He 
hoped,  however,  that  due  caution  would  be 
used  as  to  giving  any  encouragement  to  such 
deliberative  military  bodiei      He  said  he 
could  riot  help  advening,  with  some  regret, 
to  the  partiality  discovered  by  some  very  re- 
spectable characters,  who  seemed  disposed  to 
prejudge  the  question;  and,  referring  to  the 
late  printed  advertisement  from  a  meeting  ot 
a  number  of  lords  lieutenants  and  English 
militia  officer^,  he  said,  that  be  trusted  thetr 
good  sense  would  lay  iJiem  open  to  convic- 
tion, and  that  they  would  not  hesitate  to 
give  their  assent  to  a  measure  productive  bf 
solid  advantages  to  both  countries.       He 
.granted  that  tbispieasure  might  be  consider- 
ed as  a  deviation  from  the  general    princi- 
.pies  on  which  the  militia  was  founded  ;  ftt 
the  same    time  he  could  not  help  viewing 
it  as  an  improvjemeot.  It  must  be  recollect^ 
that  the  English  militia  was  constiluted  at « 
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time  when  thenf  waft  norle  in  Ireland  or 
Scotland.  Ic  would  then>  indeed,  have  b^en 
hard  to  have  requited  the  English  militia 
to  go  over  and  defend  Ireland  ;  bat  dream- 
stancea  were  now,  and  particularly  since  the 
union  of  the  two  countries,  materially  alte- 
red. For  his  part.Jie  could  wish  that  this 
VkW  went  to  the  full  extent  of  admitting  the 
whole  of  the  Irish  militia  to  volunteer  their 
services.  There  was  not  a  more  gallant, 
loyal,  or  zealous  body  of  men.  They  prov- 
ed this,  by  putting  down  the  unfortunate 
Irish  rebellion,  before  a  single  English  sol- 
dier went  over  to  Ireland.  He  considered 
the  present  measure  a^  one  that  nat.urally 
grew  out  of  the  articles  of  the  Union. 
Ever  since  that  time  all  national  distinctions 
ought  to*  be  done  away,  but  so  bitg  as  two 
distinct  militias  continued,  the  two  coun- 
tries did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  so  miich  in 
unison  as  could  be  wished.' .  The  present 
military  state  of  Ireland  was  truly  respecta- 
ble. There  were  in  it  30,000  regular  troops. 
It  had  a  militia  of  iS,oqo  men,  besides 
84,000  yeomanry,  all  armed,  and  well 
trained  and  disciplined,  and  who  must  be 
considered  as  far  better  than  volunteers,  in- 
asmuch as  the  former  had  been  established 
eight  years,  and .  the  latter,  only  as  many 
months.  Military  gentlemen^  from  this 
country^  had  been  astonished  to  see  to  what 
a  degree  of  discipline  the  Irish  yeomanryhad 
arrived,  and  had  pron6uii<$ed  them  similar  to 
an  efficient  array. 

Mr.  Battels  said,  he  was  willing  to  admit 
the  general  principle  supported  by  the  last 
speaker,  but  insisted  that  it  was  a  principle 
not  recognized  ^V  *hc  framers  and  promo*- 
ters  of  the  bill.  The  reverse,  indeed,  was 
so  much  the  case,  that  they  had  avowed 
that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  make  such 
BO  interchange  as  had  been  alluded  tov  The 
hon.  gent,  paid  some  high  compliments  to 
the  Irish  militia,  and  adduced  some  instances 
of  the  gallant  services  they  had* performed 
in  the  rebellion,  and  against  the  French  dur-^ 
ing  the  last  war,  and  particularly  a  small 
corps  under  the  command  of  that  galbnt 
oflker.  Colonel  Vereker.  He  opposed  the 
measure. 

Mr.  WinJbam  said,  he  should  reserve,  his 
opinion  on  the  general  subject,  until  the 
bill,  which  had  been  postponed,  should  be 
brought  forward.  What  he  rose  for  in  (he 
present  instance,  was  to  thfow  out  en  idea, 
wj^ich  he  thought  necessary  for  him  to  do  on 
tiiis  occasion,  lest  he  should  be  thought  to 
acquiesce  in  sentiments  from  which  he  dif- 
feijed,  although  his  general  opinion  was  in 
unison  with  the  hon.  gent,  who  uttered 
Ibem,    What  he  meant   applied   to  that 


which  was  commonly  called  the  We  of  our 
country;  by  that  he  neither  meant  thit 
which  embraced  the  general  interests  of  the 
world,  as  they  might  be  viewed  by  some, 
nor  that  contracted  policy  which  was  adopt- 
ed by  others,  although  he  admitted  that 
some  of  the  best  principles  that  a  man 
cherished  in  society,  arose  from  local  attach- 
ment for  the  country,  as  the  particular  spot 
that  gave  him  birth;  this  attachment,  al- 
though local  and  contracted,  led  to  many 
generous  acts,  but  still  he  would  not  have 
it  pressed  too  far,  such  as  to  make  ^  man 
attend  to  the  particular  interest  of  Sussex 
instead  of  Kent,  or  any  thing  of  that  na«. 
ture ;  he  wished  for  something  more  libe- 
ral, and  that  gent^  should  take  a  view  of 
the  true  interests  of  the  British  Empire,  not 
of  England  in  contradistinction  to  Ireland, 
nor  oi  Ireland  as  different  from  Englatid, 
but  of  the  general  and  united  interests  of 
both  5  not  that  he  wished  to-  be  understood 
to  bind  himself  to  any  broad  general  princi- 
ple applicaSle  to  all  cases  of  this  nature,  for 
he  kpew  how  many  virtuous  sentiments  ori- 
ginated in  what  might  properly  be  called 
local  perjudices ;  for  attachment  to  the  spot 
which  gave  a  man  birth,  or  that  in  which 
his  ancestors  had  made  great  achievements, 
or  the  like,  were  of  that  character,  and  in 
one  sense  was  the  love  of  one's  countr}'  al- 
together, for  that  was  to  prefer  its  interest 
to  that  of  the  rest  of  mankind.  He  there- 
fore wished,  that  in  judging  of  the  interests 
of  the  British  Empire,  gentlemen  xyould 
consider,  as  much  as  they  could,  the  case  of 
England  and  of*  Ireland  as  one  and' the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  approved  of  e\'ery 
syllable  of  wliat  was  uttered  tonight  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had.  just  sat  down, 
u|)on  the  subject  of  the  love  of  our  coiinlry, 
and  he  deprecated  the  practice  of  endea- 
vouring to  set  off  one  part  of  the  Empire 
against  ihe  other  in  interest,  for  that  was 
directly  hostile  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Uni- 
on, an  event  from  wiiich  he  expected  as 
great  benefits  to  arise;  as  we  had  felt  Irom 
the  Unicm  between  England  and  Scotland. 
He  then  proceeded  to  defend  the  bill  now 
before  Ihe  house, ^  in  the  course  of  which  he 
adverted  to  all  the  arguments  which  had 
been  urged  against  it,  and  maintained  the 
propriety  of  the  measure  altogether  upon 
general  principles. 

Lord  Fotttftme  objected  to  the  general 
principles  of  the  biH!. 

Sir  Jo^  Newfioft  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  calling  in  question  the  parity  of  the  mo- 
tives of  those  gentlemen  who  nad  entered 
into,  certain  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the 
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nilida  volunteering  to  go  out  of  their  own 
countr)  into  another  part  of  the  Empire. 
He  cgnsijered  those  noblemen  and  gentle^ 
men  as  persons  oi  piire  honour  and  perfect 
integrity,  who  acted  from  the  most  unques* 
tionably  virtuous  feeling*^  whether  they 
were  correct  in  judgment  or  not.  He  said 
he  should  give  a  vote  to-night  different  from 
that  which  he  gave  on  a  former  occasion, 
upon  this  bill,  and  that  arose  from  an  under- 
standing, that  no  provision  was  at  all  in- 
tended  to  be  made  for  an  jntercharige  of  the 
militia  of  the  two  countries  ;  and  he  trusts 
ed,  at  all  events,  if  any  part  of  the  militia 
of  IreUnd  was  to  be  called  out  of  that 
country,  they  would  not  be  replaced  by 
foreigners.  He  took  occa-^ion  to  observe 
upon  the  Union  between  this  country  ai>d 
Ireland.  He  thought  that  measure. had  not 
been  fairly  treated,  it  had  not  yet  had  any 
thing  like  a  fair  trial.  Those  who  planned 
it,  and  from  whose  talents  and  exertion  both 
countries  expected  much  for  the  general 
advantage  of  both  parts  of  tlie  Empire,  had 
jiot  hitherto  been  able  to  act,  as  could  have 
been  wished,  and  until  some  measures  came 
from  those  eminent  persons  according  to 
their  sense  of  the  utility  of  the  Union,  and 
the  true  spirit  of  it  as  a  measure  of  general 
policy  for  the  interest  of  the  Empire,  the 
Union  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  fairly 
tried.  He  must  be  allowed  also  to  say  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  impolitic  to  bring  for- 
ward firom  day  to  day  those  measures  which 
applied  only  to  particular. objects,  and  the 
provision <(  of  which  were  of  a  local  and 
temporary  nature.  He  wished  to  see  some 
Ibroad,  general  and  permanent  system  a- 
dopted,  equally  applicable  to  each  part  of 
the  United  Empire,  so  as  to  consolidate  the 
interests,  conciliate  the  hearts,  and  meet 
the  wishes  of  both  sides  |  but  be  could  not 
help  say  log  that  a  great  deal  of  the  advan- 
tages the  Empire  might  have  derived  from 
the  good  wishes  of  leading  men,  had  been 
done  away  by  the  firebrands  of  discord  of 
late  employed  in  Ireland. 

Mr«  Fox  said,  that  his  reason  for  rising 
now  was,  to  take  notice  of  what  had  just 
feJl  from  an  hon.  member  behind  him  (Sir  J. 
Newport).  He  was.  glad  he  had  now  un- 
derstood the  hon.  member  as  to  what  he 
had  said,  on  .a  former  night,  for  he  had 
thought  he  had.  ^ast  reflections  on  those 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  signed  the 
resolutions  alUidod  to,  relative  to  the  militia 
going  out  of  this  counti'y.  They  were 
characters  ,of  the  highest  class,  and  for 
whom  he  professed  to  iwkve  a  very  warm  at* 
tachment,  and«  as, he  now  understood  the 
bon.  memb^  M  not  jjoean  to  expi^css  kirn* 


self  in  the  way  he  (Mr.  Fox)  then  under- 
stood he  had  done,  all  he  would  say  was, 
he  was  sorry  he  had  misunderstood  him,  and 
he  begged  his  pardon.     As  to  the  debate 
of  to-night,  it  had,  as  on  some  other  occa- 
sions, been  fashionable  to  go  into  extraneous 
matter;  but  he  should  not  follow  the  exam- 
ple, there  were  many  points  stated  whicfe 
he  should  not  discuss ;  but,  on  the  point  of 
the  love  of  his  country,  he  must  say  that  he 
was  between  thii  tvJo   extremes,   neither 
desirous  that  local  attachn:eni   hould  check 
general  sentiment^  nor  that  general  senti- 
men  I  should  wholly  destroy   local  attach- 
ment.    It  was  true  that  parliament,  assuch,. 
must  consider  the  two  countries,  England 
and  Ireland,  united  in  interests  as  one  indi- 
vidual counti'y,  but  vihile  they  were  legis- 
lating on  a  measure  so  local  in  its  nature,  as 
that  of  tbe  militia  was,  they  must  consider 
what  were  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of 
each  country,  and  possibly  particular  spots 
in  each  country.     So  that  the  house  was 
not,  in  this  case,  to  consider  the  act  (^par- 
liament upon   general  principles,  without 
regard  to  local  attachment  j  and  here  came 
a  ditference  between  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  the  Union  j  the  one  wished  to 
diminish,  the  otlier  to  increase  these  local 
attachment<;,  and  the  prejudices  arising  out 
of  them ;  nor  was  it  to-be  at  once  cured. 
It  was  true  the  act  of  Union  declared  the 
two  countries  to  be  joined  as  one,  but  it 
was  not  by  acts  of  parliament,  but  by  habits 
that  men  felt ;  it  was  not  by  the  statute  of 
the  6th  of  Ann,  or  the  40th  of  George, 
that  men   regulated  their  feelings;  these 
were  not  the  rules  by  which  we  distinguish- 
ed between  an  Englishman  and  a  Scotch- 
man, or  between   either  of  them  and  an 
Irishman ;  nor  could  they  change  a  man's 
preference  for  the  county  of  Sussex  to  that 
of  Kent.     These  tl^^ings  depended  upon 
habits,  which  could  not  be  hastily  done  a- 
way.    But  there  was  a  part  of  this  bill  that 
appeared  to  him  to  require  amendment.     If 
we  brought  into  England  10,000  Irish  mili- 
tia, we  should  have  among  them  a  great 
number  of  Catholics,  they  were  all  under 
the  discipline  of  the  mutiny  bill,  and  chief- 
ly if  not  wholly  protestant  officers.     It  was 
a  part  of  military  discipline  to  oblige  men 
to  go  to  church.  ,  One  would  not  think 
that  this  power  would  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  oppression,  and  he  hoped  net,  but 
he  submitted  that  either  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  into  this  bill,  or  else  a  new  bill 
should  be  brought  in,  in  which  provision 
should  be  made,  by  which  these  Catholics 
should  not  be  compelled  to  follow  the  pro- 
testant form  of  worship  againsi  iheir  icniples 
of  i^onscience. 
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Sir  Laurence  Parsons  obscnr^,  thfere 
'V^%  nothing  in  th<r  articles  of  war  by 
-which  they  were  conipclled  to  do  this.  He 
then  proceeded  to  observe  o  »  the  union  of 
the  t  wo'coantries ;  gtrnilemen  seemed  to  con- 
cider  Ireland  as  if  it  were  another  and  re- 
mote country  beyond  the  Atlantic;  whereas 
the  true  way  to  view  that  matter  was  lo 
«x)nsider  the  channel  between  England  and 
Ireland  as  a  mere  canal,  by  which  a  com- 
munication was  lo  be  constantly  kept  up 
between  them.  Ah  to  the  measure  now  be- 
fore the  house,  he  was  a  friend  to  it,  nor 
could  he  omit  this  opportunity  of  observing 
that  Ireland  was  never  better  taken  care  of 
by  sea  or  land  than  at  the  present  time  j 
whiqh  was  not  th^case  in  every  instance. in 
the  time  of  the  la («  administration,  the  par« 
ticulars  of  which,  although  he  could,  he 
.would  forbear  to  slate. 

Mr.  IVUiiam  Smitb  observed,  that  Irish 
gentlemen  appeared  to  him  to  accede  to  this 
measore  utider  the  idea  that  it  was  to  be  re- 
ciprocal, and  tliat  similar  offers  were  to  be 
made  by  the  English  militia.  He  wished 
the  house  to  consider  to  what  lengtli  that 
idea,  if  indolged,  might  go.  He  thought 
we  should  not  tiy  any  thing  of  this  kind 
without  a  gen  ral  revision  of  the  militia  laws, 
and  an  alteration  of  a  permanent  nature  for 
the  future,  but  all  the  present  militia  must 
be  allowed  to  remain  as  they  are,  for  parlia- 
ment could  not,  consistently  with  its  honour, 
operate  upon  them  by  an  ex  post  facto  law. 
He  thought  this  bill  objectionable,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  increase  the  price  of 
substitutes,  which  was  a  tax,  on  account  of 
men  being  unwilling  to  enterwhere  the  nature 
of  the  service  was  extended.  But  above  all, 
considering  the  character  of  the  govt,  with 
which  we  had  to  contend,  not  only  now,  but 
the  govt,  which  France  might  assume  If  they 
should  be  so  happy  as  to  part  with  its  pre- 
sent head  'y  and  upon  that  idea  he  thought 
it  was  well  worth  the  while  of  the  house 
to  consider,  whether  we  should  not  adopt  a 
difiereot  system  for  our  defence  in  future, 
although  hitlierto  we  had  been  indeed  happy 
in  that  syhtem. 

Lord  Pfcby  delivered  his  sentiments  shortly 
against  the  bill. 

Col.  Craufurd  entered  into  general  obser- 
rations  on  the  bill,  and  proceeded  to  propose 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  he  said 
was  to  pot  an  end  to  that  state  of  deliberation 
10  which  the  present  bill  placed  the  militia. 
He  was  about  to  enter  upon  the  detail 
<if  hit  amendment,  when  he  was  called  to 
crder  by' 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  who  observed,  that 
if  he  opposed  the  bill  ibr  its  not  contflining 


a  certain  providpn,  the  pioper  mode  wm  H> 
give  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  a  ckuse 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Pytcbes  expressed  his  regret,  that  this 
bill  was  likely  to  pass,  as  it  went  to  take 
away  an  efficient  force  iirom  Ireland,  which 
was  to  be  replaced  by  an  undisciplined  army 
ofrescrve, 

General  Lofius,  in  allusion  to  what  fell 
from  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox),  as  to  the 
obligation  on  soldiers  to  attend  places  oi 
protestant  worsliip,  toid,  that  the  soldiers 
in  Ireland,  immediately  on  being  dismissed 
from  the  parade,  went  to  their  respectitre 
places  of  worship,  according  to  the  religion 
they  professed  ;  without  any  restraint. what* 
ever  being  laid  on  them. .  And  he  was  con* 
fident  that  the  same  thic^  would  be  done 
here.  The  present  bill  met  his  approba« 
tion  ;  it  would .  have  the  effect  of  making 
better  soldiers  of  the  Irish,  who  always  be- 
came so  when  taken  out  of  their  own  coun- 
try. There  was  a  great  deal  c^good  humour 
about  them  5  thry  would  submit  to  fatigues 
more  readily  than  other  men,  and  officers 
generally  gave  them  the  preference.  He 
thought  it  would  produce  a  beneficial  effect 
on  the  Irish  militia  soldiers,  if  they  were 
enabled  to  witness  the  happiness  enjoyed  by 
the  people  of  this  country  from  their  indus- 
try and  obedience  to  the  law^. 

Lord  Eustott  said,  that  as  one  of  those 
who  had  lately  signed  certain  resolutions, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  observe,  that,  al- 
though it  might  have  been,  necessary  to  send 
militia  regiments  to  Ireland  in  1798,  it  did 
not  follow  but  that  it  was  improper  to  accept 
the  offers  of  regiments  now. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  with  respect  to  the 
obligation  to  attend  religious  worship,  some 
arrangement  ought  to  be  made  which  should 
apply  to  regiments  in  all  parts  of  the  utiited 
kingdom. 

The  Hon.  C  H.  Huicfiinson  said,  tliere 
was  an  instance,  during  the  last  war,  of  a 
commanding  officer  having  had  a  noan  pu- 
nished for  not  going:  to  the  Protestant  church 
albng  with  the  rest  of  the  men.  And  this 
circumstance  gave  rise  to  an  ill-judged  pub^ 
lication  from  a  Catholic  clergyman,  who 
certainly  was  a  very  respectable  man  ;  and 
who  was  well  known  both  in  Ireland  and  in 
England.  This  fact  he  mentioned,  to  shew 
that  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  was  correct 
in  bis  statement.  Bat  it  was  now  under- 
stood  in  Ireland^  'that  no  soldiers  were  liable 
to  be  disturbed  tnthe  exercise  of  their  re^ 
ligious  worship.  '  Taking  .the  present  ooea- 
sure  in  a  political,  and  not  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  be  would  give  it :  his  support ;  be- 
cause he  knew  iukroiid^h^nei  jtfaodSimt  lof 
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^mMng  sad  jiMng  fogHler  on  keaH  and 
Hmdi  the  iftb0bitant»  of  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land. The  people  of  both  coootries  might 
Wi  l4«gtb*loiMnr  ^ch  odior  r  thus  matual 
ptijudicdv  might  be  done  away,  and  the 
«mfire  ^^^otihl'bep  strengtiiened'flaid  secured. 
He^wiflitdtfbr  an  intend^ange  of  the  militias 
of  both  coantrieg ;  and  he  was  eitremeljr 
M^to«la^  it;s1ioiild'  not  go  abroad  that  his 
Mlg«vty'a»  nlinistem  werer  advene  to  8iu:h  a 
meaeoMs;  Tb»f  certainly  did  not  state  that 
thetv  ahonld  be*  nO'  such  interchange.  It 
Miigk<»bo  prodtlotivrof  very  unpleasant  con* 
•eqiHrtlcet  in  Ireland^  if  it^  was  nnderstood 
«ber^  tfa»l  10,dOO  men  were  tO'  be  taken 
0mky£tQtw  the  coontry,  and  none  sent  in 
their  tloatl.  H^  hoped  then  that  nothing 
woald  g^  abroad,  to  damp  the  ardour  with 
^ick  hil  count i^men  had  made  their  vo* 
kintaryolfiei^to' serve* in  Great- Britain. 

Mfv  IPhMnadf'BSLld  be  was  extremely 
anxipui  that'  this  bill'  should  .be  followed  by 
Motheff  wiblch  might  make  a  provision  in 
favoup  of  those  aeldiers  who  were  Catholics.  • 
A^cordibgi  to  the  mutiny  act;  a  commaod* 
iftgoffloer  hadthe  power  of  compelling  a 
golditt  to  attend  the  protestant  worship  ; 
and  that -Wat  ^clearly  proved  by  the  fact  which 
an  hon.  gent,  had  stilted.  He  wished  those 
rdt^out:di8tinetioirs,  that  had  long  prevailed 
|n  Ireland^  might  be  completely  dene  away  $ 
aod-tRat  some  Wise' and  wholesonie  laws 
might  be  enacted^  to  cure  those  radical  de- 
fects which  bekmged  to  the  peasantry  of 
that*  eduntry ;  who,  it  appeared  from  every 
account,  Wel-O'  in  a  most  wretched  state. 
With,  regard  to  the  present  measure,  there 
was  no  one  reasonr  infiavonrof  it;  it  would 
not  increase  our  p^lic  forbe,  nor  add  to 
our  security^. 

The  Stcreiaiy  at  War  did  not  think  this 
lo'  bt  a'prdper  occasion  for  entering  into  a 
discussion,  with  regard  to  making  a  provi- 
sion in  favour  of  ihdsr  sddiers  who  were  not 
Protestants.  Such  a  measure  did  not  ex* 
ckisiv*ely  belongto  the  present  bill, because 
it  must  take  itf  the  whole  of  the  army  and 
Havy  of  (he'  kingdomi  Besides,  it  was  a 
qtieation  of  too  much  magnitude  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  present  bill.  He  thought 
it^iecessary,  however,  to  observe,  that  the 
mutiny  act*  was  the  same  in  G.  Britain  as 
ki  Ire^nd;.  and  that  when  Irish  regiments 
t>f"  miiitia  came  over  here,  and  were  com* 
matided'by'the  same  officers  who  commtind- 
ed  them  im  Ireland,  no  change  whatever 
coutd^aktf  place  wkh  regard  to  their  attend* 
at^e  on* 'ivI^ioM  woi^hip,  difFerefit  from 
\(rbat  ar  preseoti  ensted  in  Iceland.  There 
<M  odtBowekiitiai^  gl^evance  in  Ireland 
«o  'tblt»aiik9QCt9..e»i<«li^  should^itcexin 


here,  when  there  would  be,  no  chaege  that 
could  bring  it  about  ?— The  house,  after  s^ 
veral  calls  for  the  question^  divided  5  when 
there  appeared 

For  the  bill  •  .    100 

Against  it  •  '-42 


Majority 
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List  of  the  Minority^ 

Adnlr,  Robrrt  Gowcr,  Lord  G.  Levison 

Barclay,  Sir  Robert  Grenvil!^,  Rt.  Hob.  T. 

Benyon,  Richard  Harrison,  John 

Berkeley,  Hon.  G.  Cran.  Kiunatrd,  Hon.  Charles 
Binning,  Lord  Lambton,  Ralph  John 

Bouverie,  Hon.  Edw.        Laurence,  French 
Calcraft,  John  Milncr,  Sir  William 

Canning,  Rt  Hon.  Geo.  Newport,  Sir  John 
Cookt,  Bryan  Ord,  William 

Courtcnay,  John  Porchcstcr,  Lord 

Craufurd,  Robert  Portman,  Edw.  Berkeley 

Crccvcy,  Thomas  Frob'y,  Viscount    •    ' 

Cust,  Hon.  John  Pytchcs,  John 

Duodasj  Hon.  Cha<.  L.    Scott,  Joseph 
Dundai(,  Hon.Gco.H.L.  Sheridan.  Rich.  Btinslcv 
Elliot,  William  Smith,  William 

Euston,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Fellowes,  Wm.  Henry     Thelluson,  Peter  Isaac 
FiJzharris,  Viscount         Walpole,  Hon.  Geor^ 
Ko'Jcestone,  Viscount        Western,  Charles  Callis 
Fpx,  Hon.  Chas.  Jas.        Windham,  Rt.  Hon.  Wnw 
Bankcs,  Henry     -    -     \t.^iIi.,^ 
Whitb^ead,  Samuel    -     /Tellers. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  then  observed,  that 
it  wonld  be  necessary  to  specify  the  periods 
for  ^hich  the  militia  regiments  volunteering 
their  services  should  be  liable  to  serve.  He 
said  that  many  of  them  had  offered  to  serve 
during  the  war,  and  he  hod  to  state  to  the 
house,  that  besides  the  list  of  the  regiment^ 
which  was  already  on  the  table,  the  Rosco^r 
noon,  Cavan,  Westmeath,  and  Kilkenny 
regiments  had  since  offered  their  services. 
Heiben  moved  tlie  following  clause  by  way 
of  rider  :  "  that  all  voluntary  offers  coming 
from  Irish  regiments  of  militia)^  andaccept* 
ted  by  his  Majesty,  should  be  binding  on 
the  parties  so  tendering  their  services  during 
the  continuance  of  the  act.*'— This  clatise, 
after  some  observations  from  Colonel  Cratw 
furd,  Lord  De  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Windham^ 
and  the  Attorney-Genera),  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ybr^e  then  moved  as  aa 
amendment,  that  instead  of  the  hilt  continu- 
ing only  till  the  1st  of  May,  J  805,  its  conr 
tinuance should  e:)^tend  to  the  25ih  of  March^ 
I8O6.  This  was  also  agreed  to.«-*On  the 
motion  that  the  bill  dopass, 

Mr.  Elliot  wished  to  know  wbetti^ 
some  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  fof 
trying  ofBcerii  belonging  to  the  regimentf 
that  ^ould  cpm«  here,  by  office^  taken 
Cirom  among,  tlieniselves  ? 
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Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  replied,  that  no  pro- 
vision of  that  kind  was  necessary.  The 
Irish  and  English  niilitia  acts  were  the  same : 
and  it  militia  regiments  of  both  countries 
happened  to  be  near  each  other,  their  officers 
might  t>e  tried  by  officer'^  taken  from  the  re- 
giments of  either  country. — The  bill  wa< 
then  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the 
lords  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 

[Corn  Laws  J  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex' 
chequer  rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for 
e  comn^ittee  to  inquire  into  certain  parts  of 
the  corn  laws  of  this  country.  He  should  iiot 
now  call  in  question  the  policy  of  those  laws, 
nor,  enter  into  any  discnssion  bow  /ar  they 
were  wise  and  good  at  the  time  when  they 
were  enacted.  But  he  should  propose  to 
make  it  a  subject  of  inquiry  whether  the 
principle  of  the  act  passed  in  l/Ql,  for  regu- 
lating the  import  and  export  of  corn,  had 
been  carried  completely  into  effect  j  arid  whe- 
ther those  prices  that  had  been  then  fixed 
upon  as  the  criterion  for  allowing  the  impor- 
tation and  the  exportation  of  corn,  were  ade- 
quate to  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country;  whether  they  were  equal  to  the 
present  rate  of  money,  the  price  of  labour, 
and  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  By  tlie  act 
to  which  he  alluded,  the  exportation  of  corn 
was  permitted,  when  the  price  was  at  46s ^  in 
order  to  give  encouragement  to  agricul- 
ture. He  was  sorry  to  say,  the  prmciple 
of  commercial  policy  had  hot  been  applied 
to  this  subject,  and,  on  that  account, 
the  growers  of  corn  were  liable  to  many 
hardships.  And  it  should  be  the  object 
of  the  committee  he  meant  to  move  for, 
to  consider,  whether  the  export  and  irftport 
prices  fixed  upon  by  the  act  of  1 79  r,  were 
calculated  to  answer  the  objects  intended 
by  that  act ;  and  whether,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  encouragement  to  agricultnre,  it 
might  not  be  necessary  to  fix  a  higher  price 
for  the  exportation  of  corn.  It  would  be 
no  part  of  the  business  of  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  corn  trade  carried  on  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  That 
was  to  be  a  subject  for  another  considera- 
tion. There  were  several  other  objects  re- 
ferred to  in  petitions  before  the  house,  which 
should  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Among  those  were  the  late  duties  laid  upon 
malt,  of  which  the  petitioners  seemed  to 
complain.  It  was  wi*h  extreme  reluctance 
he  had  felt  himself  obliged  to  impose  tho^e 
duties,  which  pressed  so  heavily  on  a  large 
class  of  people.  But  his  conviction  of  the 
general  propriety  of  that  measure  still  re- 
mained unaltered.  He  understood,  how- 
eyer,  that  the  petitioners  were  for  the  pre- 
leiH  willing  to  wave  thecomplainte^liey  had 


made  against  the  operation  a^  llils  *^c 
And  the  gentiemen  who  w«re  to  comp^e 
the  committee,  would  have  to  consider 
what  were  the  best  measures  I oadx^- for 
encreasing  the  agricukure  of  the  .country  | 
and  in  what  manner  the  wishes  of  the  seve^ 
ral  respectable  persons  who  had  presented 
petitions  to  the  bouse  might  be  best  promo- 
ted. The  right  hoo.  gent.,  then  moved,  that 
the  petitions  lately  presented  to  the  bou«e 
from  several  counties,  praying  for  a-fevvisiom 
of  the  corn  laws,  be  read ;  which  i>eing 
done,  he  moved,  "  that  a  select  committete 
be  appointed  to  inquire  mto  so  mudi  of  ihc 
said  petitions  as  related  to  the  act  passed  ia 
the  year  1791,  for  regulating  the  exporta^ 
tion  and  importation  of  com. "r-Thc  com- 
mittee was  accordingly  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF  iX)R^S. 
Monday,  April  16. 

Counsel  were  finally  heard  relative  Ip  th<^ 
Scotch  Cros3  appeal,  /(Abercrornby  v-  Elplwn- 
stoue.    After  which,  the  lord  Chanqellor 
proposed,  on  account 
noble  and  learned  lord, 
sideration  of  the  case 
morrow ;  which  was  01 
The  various  bills  befon 
warded  in  their  respect 
for  amending  the  acts 
proveroent  of  the  cntr 
London  at  Temple  Bar 
tinre,  and  ordered  to  he 
ordered^  on  the  motion 
the  priiitS'  being  on  th 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  volunteer  cqu- 
solidation  bill  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow,   and    their  lordships    summoned 
thereupon. — Ferbecjc's   naiurali?;alian    biit 
was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com? 
mittee.— Mr.  Alcx^pder  hcoqght  up  froii^ 
the  commons  the  Irish  militia  offer  bjlL 
which  was  forthwith  read  a  ^r$t  tifp^  anf 
ordered  to  be  printed.— Two  private  bill* 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Langmead  an4  Mr* 
Lascelles  respectively,  which  beiiig  tead  a 
first  time,  their  lord^b^p^  Mi9^^^d^l  ^ 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mondaj/,  4(^^^  I?^ 

[Minutes.]  Sir  J.  Nevq^  M$  W^ 
tice>  that  unless  thorn  vnas  before  Honditfi 
next  vetunB  made  hf  tlie  TrCMnrort  «f  th9 
oomiites  io  Isekmd,  of  Mne  noaies  levted  Sm 
houses  of  industry,  pursuant  to  (he  onki 
of  dMt  houso,  be  fhoaki  oa  Uial.da^  bring 
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forward  a  ipecific  motioo  to  compel  sucb 
returns  to  be  made.— Mr.  Adams  brought  up 
an  account  of  the  number  of  artificers  now 
emplc^ed  in  bis  Majesty's  dock-yards. — Sir 
R.  Buxton  said,  that  it  was  proper  and  ne- 
cessary that  parliament  should  be  informed 
of  the  names  of  those  who  enjoyed  the  pub- 
lic bounty  5  he  should  therefore  move,  that 
an  account  should  be  laid  before  the  house, 
stating  the  names  of  the  persons  now  recei- 
ving pensions,  together  with  the  amount  of 
all  such  pensions^  specifying  also  the  time 
when  such  pensions  were  granted.  Orde- 
red.*—Lord  Folkstone  moved,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  house,  an  Account  of  the  num- 
ber of  commissions  granted  to  officers  in  the 
militia,  to  peraoiu  not  having  the  quaMca- 
tions  as  required  by  act  of  parliament,  ispeci- 
iying  the  names  of  the  regiments  in  which 
8ttch  cdmnussions  have  been  granted.  Or- 
dered.—Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  brought  up 
the  militia  officers*  completion  bill,  which, 
was  read  a  £rst  time»  and  ordered  for  a  se- 
cond reading  to-morrow,— Mr.  Dent  defer- 
red his  motion  relative  to  the  loyalty  loan 
till  to-naorrow  se'nnight,  when  he  proposed 
to  move  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 
00  that  subject,  and  to  refer  the  loyalty 
loan  act  to  that  committee.-'The  sc<;ond  rea- 
ding of  the  army  of  reserve  suspensToti  bill 
was  put  off  from  to-morrow  to  Wednesday. 

[SiLVEK  Currency  OP  Ireland.]  Mr. 
Cony  referred  to  a  notice  which  he  had 
given  for  this  day  of  a  motion  respecting  the 
state  of  rhe  circulation  in  Ireland.  That 
fidotion  was  connected  with  the  nature  of  the 
dispatches  which  were  e^^ctedfrom  Ireland 
at  the  time  he  gave  the  notice.  These  dis- 
patches had  since  arrived,  and  they  were 
such  as  to  render  the  measure  he  bad  in  con- 
templation wholly  unnecessary  for  the  pre- 
sent }  for  the  govt,  or  privy  council  had  a- 
dopted  the  most  effectual  means  for  relieving 
the  distress  now  felt  in  Ireland  respecting 
the  state  of  the  circulation,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  provide  such  a  remedy,  and  that 
with  all  possible  expedition^  as  the  exigency 
of  the  case  seemed  to  require. 

[Aylesbury  Election.  1  On  the  mo- 
tion, that  the  bill  for  extending  the  right  of 
voting  for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury  should 
be  read  a  seeoml  lime» 

The  Marquis  of  TitchJUld  renewed  bis 
objections  to  this  measure,  on  the  ground 
that  no  case  Was  made  out  to  excuse,  much 
ksir  to  jutftHy,  so  grdss-  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  an  ancient* corporation.  He  there- 
fore moved  that,  instead  of  the  word  *'oow, " 
the  words  '<  this  day  threaoiODths"  abould 
be  inserted.  *  .  ' 

;  Sir  ;folin  Mwpcrt  opposed  the  motion. 


and  supported  the  bill,  which  he  thought 
would  have  the  n)ost  benthcial  tendency  to 
establish  a  precedent  which  he  hoped  and 
trusted  would  be  acted  upon  in  every  case 
where  similar  instances  of  bribery,  should 
be  found  to  prevail,  in  order  thus  to  purify 
tlie  system  of  our  representation,  and  to  dis* 
arm  tliose  who  complain  of  it-;  present  state. 

Mr.  /fari^  considered  the  bill  to  be  quite 
unnecessary,  the  laws  in  existence  bting  per- 
fectly sutficient  to  punish  tliose  who  appea- 
red by  the  report  of  the  comtnittee  which  led 
to  tiiis  measure  to.be  gnilty..  The  house 
should  therefore  pau%e  before  tliry  consen- 
ted, and  particularly  upon  such  groutuls  as 
tliose  which  were  laid  by  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  10  alter  the  constitution  of  this  borough. 
If  such  grounds,  he  observed,  were  admitted 
to  justifiy  the  .disfranchisement  of  any  bo- 
rough, there  would  be  scarcely  a  borough  in 
the  empire  secure  from  violation. 

Lord  Ossulstone  said,  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  the  Aylesbury 
election,  and  could  not  feel  that  the  mal- 
practices which  were  exposed  in  the  course  of 
that  investigation  couldc  sus.ain  such  a  por- 
ceeding  as  that  bt-forc  the  house.  An  hpn. 
bart.  had  said,  that  such  a  nicasure  as  that 
under  consideration  would  tead  to  bring 
about  the  consrguences  oi  a  parliamentary 
reform.  To  tliat  measure  itself  he  had  no 
objection,  but  he  would  never  consent  to 
have  a  question  of  so  much  importance  deter- 
mined upon  in  the  way  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  trcmcis  disapproved  of  this  mt-asure, 
as  calculated  to  punish  the  virtuous  for  the 
acts  of  Ihc  guilty,  who  fo nned  the  minority 
of  the  electors  of  this  borough,  and  whoua,  . 
Strange  to  tell,  *this  bill  did  not  propose  to 
disqualify. 

Mr.  Grenfell  stMf^f  ihat  it  appeared  in 
evidence  that  above  200  of  the  voters  accept- 
ed bribes  at  the  last  ehx(ion,  an  J  that  the 
system  of  corruption  which  prevailed  at  this 
borough  was  flagrant,  extensive  and  uni- 
form. 

Mr.  Peter  Mfiore  said,  he  had  opposed  a 
bill  last  Session,  for  preventing  certain 
abuses  at  the  election  for  JNIottingham,  on 
^he  ground,  that  the  laws  already  in  exis- 
tence were  suthcient  to  punish  all  offences 
that  might  be  committed  at  elections.  On 
the  same  ground,  he  would  oppose  the 
present  bill.  He  conld  not  consent  to  any 
new  measure  that  went  to  alter  the  constitu* 
tion  of  a  borough.  Persons  charged  with 
offenpes  at  the  Aylesbury  election  were  pu- 
nished already  j  aiul  actions  were  brough^ 
to  the  amotmt  of  nefir  one  million  sterling, 
against  various  persons  lor  being  transgresr 
sprs  i^  tiyiscase.    The  house  should,  takp 
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oare  that  it  was  not  about  to  convert  Ayles- 
buiy  into  a  close  borough,  which  might  be 
the  case,  if  the  right  ot  voting  was  trans* 
ferred  to  a  class. of  men  who  did  not  wish 
for  it,  and  who  did  not  possess  property^ 
which  consituted  the  foundation  of  all  right 
to  vote. 

The  Master  (f  tJie  Rolls  observed,  that 
the  preamble  of  the  bill  barely  stated  the 
existence  of  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
late  election  for  Aylesbury  ;  but  the  house 
was  entirely  ignorant  as  to  the  extent  of 
that  corruption ;  and  he  would  ask,  whe- 
ther it  was  meant  to  be  contended,  that  if 
any  bribery  or  corruption  had  at  all  been 
practised  there,  the  constitution  of  the 
borough  should  on  that  account  fall  ?  Sup- 
pose the  minority  of  the  elections  only  had 
been  guilty,  was  it  fit  that  those  who  were 
innocent,  should  suffer  by  having  their 
franchises  taken  from  them,  after  having 
.struggled  to  resist  that  corrupt  minority  ? 
Even  i(  a  great  majority  had  been  guilty,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  take  their  franchises 
from  <  he  « emainder.  Punish  the  individuals 
who  were  guilty  ;  but  do  not'  deprive  of 
their  rights  those  elector.^  who  have  not  of- 
fended, and  those  who  were  yet  unborn. 
The  bill  went  to  leave  the  guilty  voters  in 
the  same  way  in  which  they  had  stood  be- 
fore ;  but  the  innocent  voters  were  to  have 
their  rij^hts  infringed  on  by  the  introduction 
of  a  new  mass  of  voters  among  them,  and 
the  guilty  were  to  be  thr  )wn  into  the  same 
scale  with  ail  these.  This  should  rather  be 
called  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption.  Contrary  to  every 
principle  of  law,  it  separated  a  man's  in- 
terest from  his  dirty,  because  there  was  no 
distinction  made  between  those  who  com- 
mitted and  tliose  who  resisted  acts  of  cor- 
ruption. 

'  The  Secretaiy  at  JVar  said,  that  particular 
acts  had  been  passed  in  ca-^es  of  corruption 
practised  at  New  Shoreham  and  Cricklade, 
and  they  were  attended  with  very  beneficial 
effects.  He  wQuld  therefore  support  tfie 
present  bill. 

Mr.  Serjeant*^^;/  said,  the  cases  quoted 
by  the  h.n.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  were  dit- 
ferept  from  the  present.  In  the  case  of 
Shoreham,  it  had  appeared,  that  a  certain 
«et  of  wicked  persons,  calling  themselves 
the  Christian  Society,  had  been  in  the  ha- 
bit of  selling  seats  in  parliament  for  that 
borough.  But  here  there  was  nothing  but 
a  common  case  of  bribery,  the  same  which 
had  been  practised  at  various  other  places. 
The  house  did  not  know  to  what  extent  it 
had  been  carried  on.  Bat  when  bribery  had 
beep  practised  atDurbam^  Ilchestcr,  Wind- 


sor,  and  other  places,  no  such  act  as  this 
hid  been  thought  necessary.  The  present 
act  was  bad  in  its  fxrinciple ;  and  was 
brought  forward  at  a  most  improper  season, 
as  actions  in  the  courts  of  law  were  now 
pefidifig  agrtinst  many  of  the  ps^rties  to  be 
affected  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  most  of  what  he  should 
have  offered  on  this  question  had  been 
anticipated  by  what  fell  from  two  learned 
gentlemen.  And  he  should  now  content 
himself  with  stating,  that  he  did  not  think 
the  ca*^.e  with  regard  to  Aylesbury  so  strong 
a  one  as  to  except  it  from  the  general  rule, 
as  applied  to  common  cases  of  bribery  and 
corruption.  The  Shoreham  case  was  very 
different.  He  should  therefore  oppose  the 
bill. — A  division  then  took  place  on  the  se- 
cond reading, 

For  the  bill  —    —    68 
Against  it    —    ^-    49 

Majority  —  —  ig 
[Permanent  Taxes.] — Lord  Folkestone 
desired  to  be  informed,  why  the  account  of 
the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes^ 
imposed  since  the  year  1793,  u<;ually  laid 
before  the  house  on  the  25th  of  March,  had 
not  yet  been  presented.  On  inquiry,  he 
found  that  the  delay  had  originated  in  some 
difficulties  arising  out  of  the  consolidation 
act  of  la<5t  session.  As  .the  day  had  been 
fixed  for  bringing  forward  the  budget,  it 
would  be  material  to  have  that  account,  and 
an  account  of  the  produce  of  all  the  perma- 
nent taxesy  on  the  table,  as  well  as  the  ac* 
count  o^  the  amount  of  the  war  taxes,  up 
to  the  5th  of  April. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  assured 
tlie  noble  lord^  that  the  first  account  should 
be  laid  on  the  table  in  the  couse  of  the 
week,  that  some  of  the  others  were  already 
bef  )re  the  house,  and  that  the  rest  should 
be  produced  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

[Mr.  Drake's  Correspondence.]— 
Lord  Alvrpeth  ro^e  to  say  a  few  words  on  a 
subject  deeply  interesting  to  the  feelings  and 
honour  of  this  country.  It  was  with  pain 
he  was  compelled  to  advert  to  so  disagreea- 
ble a  subject ;  but  the  transactions  that  had 
lately  taken  place  in  France  relative  to  it, 
.  rendered  it  necessary  to  rescue  the  charac- 
ter of  the  govt,  and  of  the  country  from 
the  infamous  charges  made  by  the  French 
govt,  againi^t  one  of  our  ministers  at  ft 
Foreign  court.  To  justify  the  act  of  vio- 
lence which  had  been  committed  by  the 
French  govt.,  it  had  been  urged,  that  in- 
structions had  been  given  by  our  govt,  to 
that  minister,  to  encourage  and  excite  the 
subjects  of  France  to  the  commission  of  the 
1* 
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ipost  abominable  crimes.  As  long  as  (be 
charge  against  this  country  had  been  con- 
^ned  to  the  vehicles  of  the  rancour  and  male- 
volence of  the  French  govt.,  the  noble  lord 
>VOuld  have  thought  it  wise  to  treat  them 
uri^h  the  scorn  and  silence  such  unfounded 
calumnies  merited;  but,  in  bis  opinion,  the 
case  was  now  altered*  A  publication  had 
l^en  circulated  at  Paris',  purporting  to  be 
t{?e  correspondence  between  our  minisler 
resident  at  Munich,  and  a  Frenchman  re«i- 
4ent  in  Paris.  By  this  it  appeared,  that 
the  Frenchman  had  betrayed  his  trust,  and 
put  the  French  govt,  in  possession  of  the 
correspondence.  This  publication  had  been 
communicated  to  all  the  Foreign  ministers 
i^t  Paris;  and,  from*  their  replies,  it  would 
appear,  that  they  had  all,  with  the  single 
exception.of  the  Russian* minister,  prejudg- 
ed the  matter,  on  allegations  unproved,  and 
he  trusted  unpcoveable.  He  should  not 
dwell  upon  the  servility  vvilh  which  Eu- 
rope bowed  to  the  power  of  Prance,  but 
be  should  wish  to  see  that  servility  confined 
to  the  continent,  and  to  have  it  proved  to 
the  world,  that  there  was  one  country  at 
kast,  which  was  neither  to  be  awed  by  its 
menaces,  nor  aspersed  by-  its  calumnies. 
As  to  the  charges  which  had  in  this  instance 
been  made,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
call  on  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  clear  them 
ivp.  He  thought  he  had  a  right  to  call  up- 
9n  them  in  justice  to  themselves,  injustice 
^p  the  individual  concerned  (Mr.  Drake), 
and  above  all,  in  justice  to  the  character  of 
the  country,  to  refute  the  atrocious  calum- 
nies, to  repjtl  the  iniquitous  charges  so  un- 
justly made  upon  the  honour  of  the  coun- 
try. He  trusted  he  should  be  justified 
in  calling  pn  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  prove 
to  the  world  that  they  had  not  armed  the 
band  of  the  assassin,  that  they  had  not  aim- 
ed  the  dagger  in  the  dark,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the)  had  conducted  their  system 
of  liostilities  in  that  fair,  open,  and  manly 
inanner«  which  belongs  to  legitimate  war- 
fare. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  be  felt 
pblfged  to  the  noble  lord  for  having  afford- 
cd  hipa  an  opportunity  of  repelling  one  of 
the  most  false  and  unfounded  charges  that 
bad  ever  been  brought  against  the  govt,  of 
any  civilised  nation.  He  trusted  the  house 
would  not  expect  from  him,  on  this  occasion, 
more  than  an  enpression  of  that  indigna- 
tion, in  whiph,  be  was  sure,  evcry^  indivi- 
dual in  the  country  participated,  at  the 
atrocious  calumnies  propagated  by  a-  tytan^- 
n.cal  govt.,  for  tbe  purpose  pf  covering  acts 
of  the  most  outfageous  and  despotic  nature* 
5;jie  npbie  lord  had  exjprsased  a  bop^,  that 


no  instructions  had  been  given,  or  authori- 
ty committed  to  any  minister,  inconsistent 
with   the  established  practice  of  civilised 
nations,  inconsistent  with    the  established 
system  of  jurisprudence,  by  which  the  con- 
duct of  civilised  nations  is  regulated.     He 
could  aver  with  the  greatest  truth,  that  no 
instructions  or  authority  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  independent  nations,  or  withf 
the  established  laws  by  which  civilised  na» 
tions  are  bound>  had  been  given  to  any  mi- 
nister, or  to   any  individual,  by  his  Majes- 
ty's govt.     As  to  the  construction  that  }iad 
been  put  upon  the  publication,  he  trusted 
the  house  would  not  expect  him  to  enter  in^ 
to  it  I  and,  with  respect  to  the  correspon- 
dence so  published,  it  was  impossible  to  bo 
particular,  in  as  much  as  no  communica- 
tions had  yet  been  received  on  the  subject 
from  the  individual  concerned.     He  should 
be  as  anxious  as  the  noble  lord,  he  should 
even  be  more  anxious,  on   the  part  of  hi» 
Majesty's  govt.,  to  take  the  most  efficacious 
measures  to  vindicate  the  offended  honour 
of  his  Majesty ;  for  he  could  not  but  consi*- 
der  the  honour  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  iho^ 
country  affected  by  so  infamous  a  calumny 
on  his  govt.     The  right  hon.  gent,  repeateot 
his  gratitude  for  the  opportunity   afforded 
him  by  the  noble  lord,  and  concludcdby 
declaring  himself  ready  to  give  the  house 
every  information  and  explanation  on  this 
most  interesting  subject. 

[IrishMilitia  AugmentationBill.J 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  nioved  for  ibo 
third  reading  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  the 
militia  of  Ireland, 

Col.  Calcraft  rose  to  oppose  the  Speaker** 
leaving  the  chair.  He  defended  the  resola-r 
lions  of  the  colonels  of  militia  who  had  a8«* 
sembled  at  the  Thatched -house,  against  the 
cenfsure  that  he  understood  they  had  been 
exposed  to.  He  thought  tjiey  were  drawn 
up  so  clearly  and  explicitly,  that  it  was  no| 
possible  to  misunderstand  ihem.  It  was  sta-*- 
ted  in  those  resolutions,  that  deliberation  bjp 
aftned  bodies  was  dangerous  and  unconstituii 
tionalj  that  was  neitjitr  more  nor  less  tbai^ 
the  law  of  the  land.  He  condenmed  tbQ 
plan  of  the  Secretary  ot  War  for  the  aug«» 
mentation  of  the  public  force  as  impolitio 
and  impracticable  5  and  he  principally  objec- 
ted to  it  as  tending  to  raise  that  species  of 
competition  in  the  different  branches  of  tha 
recruiting  service,  as  would  render  it  impose 
sib{e  for  us  ^ver  to  aq<{uir^  §  cQnsiderablf 
disposable  force. 

Sir  IVm^  Elford  opposed  the  bill,  an4 
principally  that  part  of  it  which  went  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  creation  of  this  tbrce,  by  a  bodnt|p 
tp  be  pai4  put  of  tJbc-«]^ttfae^u^6  of  the  yDV\ 
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ted  Kirt^dom.  He  thought  a  fenciblc  force 
much  preferable  to  it,  in  as  much  as  it  was 
equally  efficient,  and  was  not  liable  to  the 
constitutional  objections  that  (he  bill  before 
Ac  house  was  subject  to. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  objected,  under  .all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  to  making  an  addi- 
tion to  the  established  force ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  thought  it  one  of  the  ol^jects  to  which  the 
govt,  should  have  directed  its  attention  at 
the  commencement  of  the  \Var ;  but  he  had 
entertained  hopes,  that  ministers  would  have 
found  means  of  promoting,  at  the  same  time, 
two  measures,  which,  in  his  opinion,  were 
not  incompatible;  first,  the  increase  of  the 
defensive  force,  and  next,  the  augmentation 
of  the  efficient  and  disposable  force.  He 
did  not  see  the  advantages  likely  to  result 
from  the  present  measure,  and  he  could  not 
approve  of  sefeing  the  militia  carried  beyond 
its  due  proportion,  and  thereby  losing  its 
characteristic  benefits.  That  species  of 
force,  when  properly  managed,  contained  in 
itself  the  seeds  of  augmentation  for  the  line, 
and  this  measure  had  no  one  advantage  hi 
point  of  promptitude  or  facility  in  effecting 
that  augmentation.  He  condemned  the  in- 
stability of  the  different  plans  for  augmenting 
the  military  force  of  the  country.  Ministers 
seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  the 
army  of  reserve,  for  no  otlier  reason  (hat  he 
could  understand,  but  that  they  were  disap- 
pointed in  their  expectations,  because  it  did 
not  fill  as  fast  as  their  former  c:ilculations 
encouraged  them  to  hope.  He  would  take 
an  opportunity  on  Wednesday  when  the  sus- 
pension of  the  af'my  of  reserve  act  should  be 
brought  forward,  to  enter  more  fully  upon 
the  subject  of  our  national  defence.  Against 
the  present  measure,  as  being  a  bad  ex- 
change for  the  country,  and  one  of  the  most 
objectionable  measures  that  could  be,  he 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  voting,  not 
Upon  the  principle  of  opposing  an  augmenta- 
tron  of  our  military  force,  but  that  he  was 
dl  opinion  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
promoted  and  adhered  to  the  operation  of 
the  army  of  reserve. 

Lord  Casflereagh,  observed,  that  his  right 
Boo.  fHcnd  (Mr.  Pitt)  attached  more  cou>e- 
qaence  to  the  suspension  of  the  army  of  re- 
Wtrvt  act  than  it  was  entitled  to.  With  re- 
ject to  the  recruiting  in  Irelan^l,  h'fe  could 
'^ert,  from  experience  and  local  knowledge, 
tfiat  the  Irish  people  could  not  be  induced  to 
enter  intb  regular  regiments,  ai  the  same 
'tfme  that  they  would  very  readily  agree  to 
serve  in  militia  regiments  commanded  by 
eentiemen  belOi.ging  to'th«  county  in  which 
*4e7  lired,  and  to^om  (hey  were  frequent- 


ly attached  in  the  strongest  manner^  and 
when  they  were  a  little  time  in  the  militia 
service,  and  became  used  to  a  soldier*s  li^e, 
they  would  have  no  objection  to  extend  thelfr 
services. 

Mr.  Banhs  argued  against  the  bill,  tt 
was  admitted  on  all  bands,  that  what  was 
now  wanted  was  an  augmentation  of  our  dis- 
posable force,  and  he  could  not  help  consi- 
dering it  as  a  most  extraordinary  measure  to 
propose  the  augmentation  of  that  description 
of  our  force  which  was  not  even  pretended 
to  be  disposable  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  original  agreement.  He  saw  nothing  in 
the  measure  which  could  have  the  effect  of 
facilitating  the  object  in  viewj  and  looking 
at  it  in  a  military  light,  he  could  not  give  it 
his  approbation. 

Mr.  IViiidham  said,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  noble  lord  had  been  successful  in  com- 
bating his  arguments.  He  would  venture  to 
object  to  the  former  bill,  although  it  had  had 
the  ratification  of  tliat  house ;  and  he  object-' 
ed  to  the  present  one  on  account  of  its  rela- 
tion thereto.  It  had  been  said  by  those  oil 
the  opposite  bench,  that  he,  and  others  in 
that  house,  were  always  complaining  of  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  and,  in  short,  that 
*'  though  they  piped  to  us,  we  would  not 
dance  j  and  though  they  mourned,  we  would 
not  lament."  He,  however,  would  still  ob- 
serve, that  he  never  Went  so  far  as  to  say^ 
"  disband  the  militia,"  he  only  wished  tliat 
no  augmentation  of  that  system  should  take 
place.  Ministers  did  not  call  this  a  dispo- 
sable force,  but  they  said  that  it  gave  them  a 
greater  command  of  their  disposable  force. 
That  he  denied ;  because  the  one  was  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  other.  The  recruiting 
for  the  one  would  undoubtedly  interfere  with 
the  other.  Every  one  of  the  ministers  on 
the  opposite  bench,  seemed  to  be,  as  it  were, 
his  own  antagonist.  Every  measure  they 
adopted,  they  counteracted  by  the  adoption 
of  some  other  measure.  In  short,  they  were 
in  the  situation  of  a  man  who  was  haunted 
by  his  own  spectrej  the  right  hand  was 
fighting  with  the  left.  Although  they  had 
already  procured  no  less  than  400,000  volun- 
teers, 70,000  militia,  and  36,000  men  f(  r 
the  army  of  reserve,  they  seemed  siill  to  be 
wishing  to  inciease  that' description  of  force 
destined  for  a  limited  service.  Such  mea- 
sures were  totally  at  variance  with  one  ano- 
ther. He  disapproved  entirely  <jf  such  a 
circuitous  mofle  of  attaining  the  object  in 
view,  as  that  of  raising  men  for  the' militia, 
as  a  step  towards  increasmg  the  regular  ar- 
my. The  mil.iia  were  now  raised  by  boun- 
ty, and  not  by  ballot ;  and  why  not  give  the 
force  to  be  raised  the  a][>pellation  of  fencl- 
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blc8?  An  anc'ent  Grecian  coald  never  pro- 
duce any  thing  from  hh  harp  but  the  strain 
of  love,  notwiihstanding  the  great  number 
of  strings  on  his  instrurnent ;  so,  in  his  opi- 
nion, were  the  n^inihters  always  harping  on 
the  same  string;  they  seemed  to  hi  en  to  end 
always  where  ibey  began.  In  the  case  of 
rebellion,  it  might  be  said,  that  it  was  pro- 
per to  bring  away  the  Irish  miliiia  from  their 
own  country  »o  prevent  a  degree  of  party 
spirit,  to  prevent  a  regimct^t  <f  orange-men 
fighting  against  catholics.  No  man  would 
«  wish  to  augment  the  ferocity  of  such  civil 
commotions  as  bad  occurred  in  that  country. 
Were  any  troopn  to  be  substituted  for  the 
militia,  he  should  thinlc  that  foreigners  were 
As  hi  for  the  purpose  as  any  other  to 
t>revent  Englishmen  or  Irishmen  fighting 
against  tb^ir  own  relatidns.  Although^  how- 
ever^ he  might  be  induced  to  agree  to  the 
propriety  of  biinging  Irishmen  out  cf  their 
own  country  on  ihat  account,-  yet  by  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  ministers,  be  found 
that  other  Irishmen  were  to  be  raised  in  their 
place.  He  doubted  not  that  some  gentlemen 
had  been  induced  to  vote  for  the  bill  which 
had  lately  passed,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Irish  militia  being  thus  always  kept  up  at 
the  same  height.  This  put  him  in  mind  of 
a  certain  gent,  who  always  loved  to  inioxi- 
cate  his  guests^  and  the  method  he  adopted 
was,  by  keeping  his  punch-bowl  constantly 
supplied  by. an  apparatus  under  his  table,  so 
that  those  whom  he  entertained  were  indu- 
ced to  drii.k  too  much,  by  their  perceiving 
that  the  quantity  of  liquor  never  decreased. 
Unless  the  deficiency  was  to  be  supplied  by 
foreign  or  regular  iro  ps,  he  thought  Irelaad 
would  be  left  in  a  defenceless  state.  He  saw 
no  prospect  of  that  reciprocity  which  had 
been  so  ofren  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  was  surprised  how 
the  hon.  gent,  could  find  such  a  deficiency  in 
the  regular  army,  when  we  had  at  present, 
after  a  war  of  ten  months,  a  greater  regular 
army  than  we  had  at  the  end  of  the  last  war, 
which  had  lasted  ten  years.  He  agreed 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  it  was 
necessary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  large  regular 
army.  A  great  impediment  to  this  arose  till 
within  this  few  years,  from  reductng  the 
army  at  the  end  of  every  war.  |t  was  the 
opinion  of  the  ablest  and  wisest  men,  that 
by  volunteers  alone  it  was  impossible  to  fill 
the  regular  army  to  any  large  anaount.  This 
ought  to  acquit  the  present  and  former 
govt,  for  not  having  done  more  on  this  head. 
It  was  necessary '  at  this  time  to  augment 
every  description  of  force.  The  present 
measure,  beside  augmenting  our  defensive 
£u:ce;  let  a  large  portion  of  our  disposable 


force  at  liberty.  Ireland  had  not  contri- 
buted its  due  proportion  of  men  in  the  pre- 
sent war,  having  raised  only  I&.6OO  militia^ 
whereas  it  had  raised  28  000  in  the  last  war. 
It  had  raised  only  7. 000  out  of  10,000/ 
which  was  its  quota  for  the  army  of  reserve. 
The  militia  system  in  Ireland  rested  on  the 
basis  of  attachment  to  the  gentlemen  who 
commanded  the  different  regimenta  ;  many 
followed  these  gentlemen  from  this  motive, 
who  would  not  enter  into  any  other  service. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  had  formerly  given  his 
opinion  of  the  general  plan  of  defence  which 
had  been  adopted,  and  he  had  listened  with 
attention  to  all  that  had  been  said  by  others 
upon  that  subject.  If  10,000  men  were  ac« 
tually  proposed  to  be  raised  for  a  limited  ser- 
vice he  would  ask,  why  should  it  be  for  the 
utmost  possible  limited  service  ?  We  were 
placing  i»urselves  in  a  very  whimsical  situa- 
tion. Of  20,000  militia  in  Ireland,  wc 
were  to  bring  10,000  to  this  country,  while, 
as  to  the  other  10,000,  we  were  making  no 
provision  or  engagement  at  all.  He  wanted 
to  know  on  what  principle  it  was  not  also 
proposed  to  enter  into  a  similar  engagement 
with  the  new  levies  ?  It  had  been  answered 
that  they  could  not  be  raised  so  cheaply ; 
then  why  not  raise  them  as  fencibles  ?  The 
mode  of  raising  this  proposed  augmentation 
was  by  making  an  addition,  of  30  men  to 
each  company.  What  was  to  become  of 
the  regiments  which  might  chance  to  be  in 
this  country  ?  Were  their  companies  of  70 
men  to  be  increased  to  100  T  and  were  the 
30  additional  men  to  be  left  in  Ireland,  or 
to  join  the  others  in  £ngland  ?  They  must, 
undoubtedly,  be  raised  on  some  specific 
agreement,  in  order  to  procure  llieir  volun- 
tary acquiescence.  While  it  was  said,  that 
fencibles  could  not  be  procured  to  come  to, 
this  country  at  a  bounty  of  4  guineas,  how 
were  we  to  get  the  militia  to  extend  tbei^r 
services  at  that  rate  ?  Notwithstanding  aU 
the  boast  of  voluntary  services,  ministers 
seemed  afraid  to  broach  the  subject  to  the 
Qew  levies,  and  appeared  inclined  to  trust, 
that  when  men  h«id  been  induced  to  enlist 
into  a  regimfent  which  had  extended  its  ser- 
vice, they  also  would  not  refuse  an  equal 
extension.  The  foundation  of  the  plan 
seemed  to  be  the  proposed  suspension  of  tKe 
army  of  reserve  act ;  and  while  ministera 
thus  took  one  system  out  of  the  market,  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with,  the  regular  army« 
they  immediately  add  10,000 men  by  a  mod^ 
which  will  interfere,  more  or  less,  with  th^t 
very  service,  by  preventing  its  rapid  in- 
crease. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  observed, 
that  the  privates  would  most  probably  be 
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disposed  to  join  their  comrades,  and  then 
the  force  would  be  so  far  augmented.  It 
iiad  beeo  a»ked  why  fencibles  were  not 
raised  instead  of  miiitia  *,  but  it  sboald  be 
recollected  J  that  during  the  last  war  the 
fencibles  were  not  raised  for  general  service 
to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  mode  of 
raising  the  miliiia  had  a  peculiar  facility - 
growing  oat  -of  tho  natural  influence  possess- 
ed by  gentlemen  in  th<;ir  own  vicinity,  which 
was  far  greater  than  any  other  modt  that 
could  be  adopted,  and  it  had  been  particu- 
larly found  so  in  Ireland.  There  was  like- 
wise a  very  considtrable  difficulty  in  procu-  • 
ring  officers  for  fencible  corps,  which  was 
by  no  means  the  case  v^ith  the  militia.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  provide  a  Militia 
equal  to  tbat  provided  during  the  last  war ; 
k  created  a  force  of  ]0,(XX)  men,  to  be 
raised  with  far  greater  dispatch,  and  to  be 
jdisciplined  in  a  much  quicker  way  than  any 
other  description  of  force.  The  hon.  gent. 
had  stated,  that  this  measure  would  interfere 
with  the  recruiting  of  the  regulars  ;  so  it 
might  be  thought  upon  general  reasoning, 
but  those  gentlemen  who  were  most  coo- 
rersant  with  Ireland  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  operate  upon  different  dispositions 
and  elaises  from  those  upon  whom  the  re- 
cruiting system  operated ;  and,  by  a  con^- 
4>ari&on  of  the  levies  of  different  years,  •  k 
would  appear  that  no  material  variation  w^ 
JikeJy  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Canmug  could  not  but  admire  tfee 
oniform  inconsistency  which  appeared  in 
every  measure  ^brought  forward  by  the  pre- 
icnr  ministers  on  the  subject  oi  the  defence 
of  the  country.^  In  the  present  case,  he 
said,  they  must  assume  beforehand,  that 
the  30  new  men  to  be  added  to  the  militia 
companies  would  volunteer.  If  that  is  the 
case^  he  wished  to  know  on  what  principle, 
or  from  what  motive,  it  could  fairly  be  sup 
posed  they  would  do  so  ?  if  ihry  should 
not  volunteer  their  services,  he  wished  to 
know  how  they  were  to  be  disciplined? 
If  they  were  not  to  be  attached  to  the  com- 
panies of  /O,  wcxe  they  to  be  trained  as  a 
distinct  body  ?^  If  it  were  so,  it  was  impos- 
sible they  could  make  that  rapid  progress  in 
discipline  that  was  jso  necessary,  and  so 
much  the  boast  of  the  present  measure. 

Mr.  AUxaridcr  observed,  t'.at  in  Ireland 
there  were  no  poor  laws  j  that  the  lower 
classes  of  people  were  dcpeivdent  in  a  very 
great  degree  on  their  landlords  for  leases  of 
imall  portions  of  land  from  40^.  to  £5.  a 
year  ;  thai  ihey  were  also  very  much  at- 
lacbed  io  their  landlords,  which  gave  the  ^ 
)mkdcd  i^cntlcmeu   la  Ireland   a  ^owtn  of  ^ 


raising  rapidly  a  force  of  tnilitia  which  they 
could  not  do  in  any  other  way  5  thitt  thj» 
temptations  to  the  lower  classes  operate 
more  forcibly  thaiv  they  do  here,  iirom  the 
far  superior  attachment  of  the  people  ta  their 
landlords ;  and,  as  he  knew  this  to  be  the 
case,  that  he  should  give  ht«  cordial  support 
to  the  present  bill,  as  Calculated  to  raise  a 
very  considerable  force  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  in  a  more  speedy  manner,  than 
any  othtfr.    , 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  the  tenants 
in  the  north  might,  doubtless,  be  as  much 
attached  to  their  landlords  as  the  hon.  gent, 
bad  described  3  but  the  north  was  but  a  part 
of  the  oountry^  though  a  very  respectable 
one  ;  and,  in  the  other  parts,  the  south  and 
south-west  of  Ireland,  he  believed,  that  so 
far  from  its  being  the  caise,  there  were 
scarcely  any  regiments  raised  in  the  counties 
to  which  they  belonged,  but  the  men  wei» 
enlisted  from  every  quarter  of  the  country* 

Colouel  Vereker  said,  he  opposed  the  pre- 
sent bill  on  the  same  principles  he  had  done 
the  last,  and  which  he  could  not  but  couple 
with  it.  It  had,  he 'said,  fallen  to  his  lot,  m 
his  capacity  of  governor  of  Limerick,  to 
raise  a  great  part  of  the  army  of  reserve,  in 
the  domg  which  he  met  with  infinite  dif- 
ficulties. At  that  time  it  so  happened  tbat 
his  regiment  was  ordered  to  march  front 
Limerick,  which  it  did,  when  it  was  fol- 
lowed by  upwards  of  JOOmen,  for  several 
miles,  who  earnestly  entreated  him  to  attach 
them  to  his  regiment. 

Colonel  Bagwell  said,  he  knew  from  his 
o\yn  experience,  that  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land, the  militia  regiments  were  raised  with- 
out any  difficulty  in  their  own  counties  | 
and  that  in  the  city  of  Limerick  and  the 
county  of  Limerick,  as  well  as  several  others* 
they  had  actually  raised  regiments  of  militia 
in  their  own  counties  in  the  short  space  of 
si)c  weeks. 

Colonel  Craufurd  said,  he  should  vote 
against  the  bill,  because  he  had  not  heard 
any  reasons  whatever,  which  he  could  call 
reasons,  advanced  in  support  of  it. 

Lord  De  Blaifuiere  paid  a  very  high  cn- 
logium  to  the  popularity  and  gallaniry  of  the 
hon.  office'r  who  spoke  near  the  cliair  (CoL 
Vcreker),  but  thought  his  host  of  men  who 
had  wished  to  be  attached  to  the  regiraeoC 
he  commanded,  with  so  much  honour  to 
himself  and  glory  to  his  country,  ought  not 
to  be  qdLoted  as  an  instance  of  the  general 
bent  and  inclination  of  the  country.  He  bj 
no  means  approved  of  the  pre  eijt  measure, 
and  it  he  ever  gave  an  honest  vote  in  his 
litC;  he  wa^i  sure  it  would  be  the  one  ht;  w^ 
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tdioiit  tdg!^  against  tltis  bitl.  Itie  q  ueBtion 
-bang  loudly  called  for,  a  diviaioa  took 
place,  when  there  appeared 

For  the  bill  *  «     128 

Against  it  •  *     10/ 
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Dundas,  Hon.  Chas.  L.  Russel,  Lord  William 

Dundas,  Hon.  L.  Ryder,  Richard 
Dundas,  Hon.Geo.  G.  H.  Sinclair,  Sir  John 

Dillon,  Geo.  A*  Sloane,  Col». 

De  Blaquicre^  Lord  Smith,  George. 

Dupr4,  J.  Smith,  Hon.  John 

Btford,  Sir  Wm.  Smith,  J.  A. 

Bills,  C.  R.  Smith,  William 

Elliot,  Rt.  Hon.  W«  St.  Jbbn,  Hon.  St.  A. 

Buston,  £arl  of  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

Ferguson,  James  Stanley,  Lord 

Fox,  Hon.  Chas.  Jas.  Scott,  J.  (Worcester) 

Francis,  Philip  Thcllusson,  Peter  Isaac 

Fit zbarris.  Viscount  Temple,  Earl 

Ft^lkestone,  Viscount  ViUier?,  Hon.  J.  C. 

Fitzbugh,  Wm.  Ward,  Hon.  T.  W. 

Gower,  Lord  G.L.  Ward,  Robert 

Gregor,  Francis  Walpole,  Hon.  George 

Grenville,  Rr.  Hon,  T.  Wharton,  John 

JUsrcison,  John  Winnington,  Sir  E. 

Hamilton,  Ld.  Arch.  Whicbread,  8. 

Hippislcy,  Sir  John  Western,  Charles  Call's 

Henderson,  A.  Windham,  Rt,  Hon.Wm. 

Howard,  Henry  Wrottesiev.  Sir  John 

Hiir,  Hon.  W.  Wynne,  Sir  W. 

Johnstone,  George  Young,  Sir  William 
Kionaird,  C. 


ribirSE.CF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  April  17,  1604. 

[VotUNTBER  Consolidation  Bill.] 
—The  order,  of  the  day  being  /read  for  ta- 
king the  report  of  the  committee  on  this 


bill  into  coniideration,  (heir  lordships  ae« 
cordiiigly  proceeded  to  dicuss  the  amend* 
ments  made  to  the  bill.  The  amendments 
made  towards  the  beginning  of  the  bill 
were  agreed  to  withont  much  discussion. 
Those  made  to  the  2d  clause  in  page  3  of 
the  bill  being  come  to, 

Lord  Grenmlle  observed,  that  he  felt  the 
consideration  press  upon  him  so  strongly, 
that  he  could  not  avoid  urging  the  house  to 
adopt  the  amendment  he  had  unsuccess- 
fully proposed  in  the  committee.  The 
clause  enacts,  **  that  every  person  enrolled, 
or  to  be  enrolled,  and  serving  as  an  effec- 
tive member  of  any  corps  of  yeomanry  or 
volunteers  in  G.  Britain,  and  who  shall  be 
duly  returned  or  cer  lifted  as  such  under 
thia  act,  shall  be  exempt  from  being  liable 
to  serve  personally,  or  to  provide  a  substi- 
tute in  tne  militia  of  G.  Britain,  6r  in  any 
additional  force  to  be  raised  for  the  de^ 
lence  of  the  realm  and  morcf  vigorous  pro- 
secQtion  of  the  war,  under  any  act  or  acts 
of  the  last  fie<(sion  of  parli^ent."  The 
object  of  his  lordship's  amendment  was  to 
extend  the  purview  and  operation  of  this 
part  of  the  clause  te  the  acts  of  future 
sessions  of  parliament,  and  he  accordingly 
proposed  to  insert  after  the  word  *  parliat- 
ment,*  ''  or  under  any  act  or  acts  that  shaH 
be  passed  in  any  future  session  of  parlia- 
ment." 

Ldrd  Hawkesbury  said,  he  was  not  con^ 
vinced  by  the  arguments  advanced  by  the 
noble  lord,  either  on  the  present  or  on  the 
former  occasion.  However,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  possibility  of  any  shadow  of 
jealousy  or  doubt  being  entertained  by  the 
public  ppon  the  point,  he  should,  in  ea«e 
the  amendment  was  pa*)sed,  not  resist  its 
insertion. — The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  other  amendments  were  then  gone 
through,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  ^Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF,  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Jfrii  17,  1804. 

[Minutes.] Mr.  Seccretary  Yorke 

brought  up  a  list  of  the  farther  regiments 
and  companies  of  the  militia  iq  Ireland 
that  had  volunteered  their  services  to  the 
United  Kingdom. — Mr.  Vansittart  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  the 
accounts  of  the  charges,  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund.  Ordered.  —  A  person  firom 
the  office  of  the  chief  Sec.  of  Ireland 
presented  an  account  of  the  Treasury  bills 
outstanding  for  Ireland,  on  the  ist  of 
Jan.  1804.— Mr.  Ormesby  brought  op  the 
report  of  the  Dublin  police  bill,  which  was 
ordered    to  be  engrossed.— The  Sec.  at 
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War  brought  up  the  army  estimates,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

[MiLLiTiA  Officers,^ — Mr.  Secretary 
Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
ftd  reading  of  the  militia  officers*  completion 
bill.     On  the  question  being  put. 

Lord  Folkesfone  objected  to  the  measure, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  revival  of  a 
former  act  from  which  no  benefit  had  been 
experienced.  If  it  could  be  shewa  that 
mf>re  officers  had  beeii  raised  for  the  militia 
by  the  operation  of  that  act  in  suspending 
the  qualifications  constitutionally  required 
of  officers  entering  the  mihtia  than  previ- 
ously to^  that  act^  he  should  have  Jio  ob- 
jection to  its  renewal;  but  if  otherwise, 
he  thought  it  very  improper  upon  slight 
grounds  to  depart  from  the  constitutional 
principles  of  the  militia  system.  He  ob- 
jected also  to  the  bill  as  it  contained  no 
clause  to  indemnify  those  who  have  re- 
ceived commissions  in  the  militia  under  the 
operation  of  the  former  act,  and  who  be- 
Hig  unqualified,  are  liable  to  fines  since 
the  25ih  of  March  last,  when  the  act  ex* 
pired.— The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
timci  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  April  IS,  1804. 

[Volunteer  Consolidation  Bill.] 
•-Previous  to  the  third  reading  of  the  vo- 
lunteer bill, 

Lord  Grenvilk  again  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  clause  sanctioning  the 
existence  and  continuance  of  committees, 
by  whom  regulations  for  the  internal  con- 
duct of  the  different  corps  were  to  be 
made.  He  deprecated,  in  strong  terms,  the 
idea  of  encouraging  a  deliberative  body  of 
armed  men.  He  differed  from  noble  lords 
on  the  other  side  on  this  head,  in  three 
several  respects.  In  the  ist  place,  in  a 
retrospective  point  of  view,  he  thought  it 
would  tend  materially  to  remove  this  grie- 
vance, which  previous  to  the  Christmas 
recess  was  so  generally  allowed  to  require 
a  remedy,  that  all  regulations  originating 
in  corps  or  commiiiees  should,  within  a 
certain  period,  after  the  passing  of  the  act, 
be  transmitted  for  the  sanction  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  according  to  his  approbation  or 
rejection.  2dly,  prospectively,  he  thought 
that  all  such  regulations  shoqld  in  future 
originate  with  the  commanding  officer,  by 
whom,  or  by  the  lord  lieutenant  they  ought 
to  be  trans|PQitte4  to  his  Majesty  for  his 
sanction.  And  3dly,  he  objected  to  the 
i^l^^s^  as  (folding  Qut  an  implied  appro- 


batk>n  of  this  species  of  an  armed  delW 
berative  force.  He  therefore  moved,  that^ 
the  clause  be  omitted,  after  which  h^ 
should  propose  another  in  its  stead,  which 
he  hpped  would  effect  the  objects  he  had 
hinted  at. 

Lord  Auckland  objected  to  the  oraissioo 
of  the  clause^  as  the  noble  lord  had  pro-* 
posed  no  other  clause  iox  its  place  whic^ 
could  answer  the  objects  of  the  act. 

Lord  Grenvi//e  said,  that  in  this  stage  of 
the  bill  he  was  not,  by  the  rules  of  parlia* 
ment,  at  liberty  to  propose  any  new  clause^^ 
till  the  one  irvhich  he  objected  to  was  dis* 
posed  of.  He  had  endeavoured  to  mak» 
theit  lordships  comprehend  the  n>eaning  o€ 
his  alteration,  which  he  again  stated  would 
be  to  this'  effect :  to  order,  that  within  »■ 
month  from  the  passing  of  this  act^  all  ro- 
gulations  made  by  committees  for  the  in* 
ternal  regulation  of  their  porps,  should  b» 
transmitted  to  the  King  fof  his  approba^ 
tion  ;  and  that  all  such  regulations  jnust  in- 
future  originate  witb  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, by  whom,  or  by  the  lord-iieut.  ihe3^ 
should,  before  they  were  acted  upon,  be^ 
transniritted  to  his  Majesty  and  receive  his 
approbation. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  agreed  with  the  noble^ 
lord  in  wishing  that  no  Gomn>ittees  had. 
ever  existed,  but  that  any  regulations  for 
the  management  of  corps  hid  originated- 
with  the  commanding  oiScers,  utKler  tba^ 
sanction  of  the  lords  lieutenants,  and  been, 
then  transniitted  for  his  Majesty's  approbaK 
tion.  The  evil,  hbwever,  the  noble  lord- 
must  allow,  was  not  a  new  one,  and  ho- 
doubted  the  propciety  of  at  once  throwing' 
so  large  a  body,  free  from'  all  restraints 
and  regulations  whatever. — The  Duke  of 
Montrose  supported  Lord  Grenville's  a*« 
mendmeht,  and  Lord  Hobart  spoke  in  fa.^ 
vourof  theoriginal  clause,  after  which  the- 
house  divided. — For  the  original,  clause. 
Contents  -  -  25 
Non-contents        -     la 

Majority       -         -     ij 
Sevevral  verbal  amendments  were  then* 
agreed  to.     After  which  the   bill  was  read 
a  third  time,   passed,  and  ordered  to  b9i 
sent  back  to  the  commons  as  amended^ 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  April  IS,  1804* 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  Shaw,  returned  mem* 
ber  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  the  room  oi? 
J.  C.  Bere^ford,  Esq.  took  the  usual  oathy 
and  hi&seat.  Lord  M[arsham  reported  fromi^ 
the  coi^^tiUe^  09*  i^^^-  Middlesex  el^tiop^ 
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that  Benjamm  Lee,  a  person  duly  ?ummon. 
ed  to  give  evidence  before  tl^at  committee, 
had  disobeyed  the  summons ;  and  moved, 
that  he  be  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Arras.  Ordered,— Colonel 
Gordon  presented  certain  accounts  from 
the  barrack  department.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabIe,^Mr.  Elliot  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  particulars  of  the  charges  for  inci- 
dents, allowances,  pensions,  and  gratuities 
upon  the  department  of  the  barrack  board 
in  Ireland,  since  Jan.  1801.  Ordered. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  two 
resolutions,  viz.  that  certain  allowances 
made  to  adjutants  and  subaltern  officers  of 
militia,  for  the  current  year,  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  land  tax  ;  and  that  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  Irish  militia  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  consolidated  fund  for  Ireland. 
Agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow, and  the  committee  to  sit  again  on 
Friday. — Mr.  Rose  moved  for  a  return  of 
the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  issued  from 
5th  April,  1798,  to  the  same  day  in  /804, 
distinguishing  each  year,  and  the  fund  upon 
which  chey  were  chargeable.  Ordered. 

[Army  op  Reserve  Suspension 
Bill.] — Mr.  Secretary  >Vi§^ moved  the  or- 
der of  the  cjay  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  army  of  reserve  suspension  bill. 

Mr.  C,  Long  stated,  that  a  rt.  hon.  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  prevented  by  indisposi- 
tion from  attending  that  day  in  his  place  in 
the  house.  He  was  authorised  to  urge  his 
objection  to  the  further  progress  of  the  bill, 
as  it  was  in  a  material  degree  ponnected 
with  the  object  of  the  motion,  which  his  rt. 
hon.  friend  proposed  bringing  forward,  at 
an  early  day  next  week.  To-morrow,  he  . 
thought,  would  be  too  early  a  day  •;  Friday 
^as  already  appointed  for  another  impor- 
tant discussion ;  and  he  presumed  Monday 
or  Tuesday  might  be  convenient. 

Mr,  Secretary  Yorke  said,  certainly  it  was 
his  wish  to  accommodate  the  rt.  hon.  gent.; 
and,  as  he  understood  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  putting  off  till  Monday  th^  other 
discussion,  the  bill  might  proceed  to  the 
next  stage  on  Friday, 

Mr.  Adair^  on  the  part  and  in  the  absence 
of  his  rt.  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Fv)X,  declared 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  postpone  his 
motion  till  Monday.— After  a  few  obser- 
vations from  Sir  R.  Buxton,  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  on  Friday  next. 

The  Cha  ctlLr  cf  the  Exchequer-  said,  that 
he  expected  on  Tue'^day  next  to  receive 
dispatches  from  Ireland,  on  the  subject  of 
the  negotiation  of  ihe  loan  in  that  part  of 
the  United  Kihgdonu     It  vji^s,  therefore^ 


his  wish  tov  postpone  the  consideration  of 
that  branch  of  the  public  supply,  till  after 
the  arrival  of  such  information. — The  bud« 
get  was  then  postponed  to  Monday  sc'n- 
night. 

[Exchequer  Bills.]  The  house  resol- 
ved iiself  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

The  ChanceUor  of  ihe  Exchequer  declared, 
thqt  it  was  at  present  his  intention  only  to 
move*  that  114  millions  be  raised  by  exche- 
quer bills  for  the  discharge  of  the  bills  which 
wer'e  now  outstanding.  He  should  submit 
to  the  h6u8e  at  a  future  period  a  hiotion  for 
the  raising  of  the  remaining  sum  of  5  mil- 
lions to  complete  the  sum  which  he  had  al- 
ready mentioned.  The  Bank  had  agreed  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  11  million 
which  they  had  raised  in  J  798.  He  was  in 
consequence  enabled  to  pr«  pose  to  the  com- 
mittee that  only  the  sum  of  9 j  millions  be 
raised  in  the  present  instance.  It  was  not 
the  intention  of  govt,  that  anv  part  of  the 
debt  should  be  funded,  but  that  all  the  a- 
mount  which  he  then  moved  for  should  be 
kept  outstanding.  This  he  purposed  dcin^ 
byjwo  separate  bills,  the  one  for  8  millioot 
and  the  other  for  1-i  million. 

Mr.  Johnstone  observed,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  exchequer  bills  would,  if  the 
committee  accfded  to  these  resolutions  be 
5i4,6'00,00O/.  U  he  allowed  for  the  14  md- 
lion  payable  to  the  Bank,  which  they  bad 
agreed  to  postpone  the  payment  of,  it  would 
be  evident  that  upwards  of  23  million! 
would  be  then  outstanding.  It  was  not  - 
usual  to  have  so  large  a  sum  in  circulation  at 
so  early  a  period  of  the  year.  He  believed 
(hat  the  deterring  of  such  a  measure  would 
be  vpry  advantageous  to  the  public,  and 
tliought  that  the  right  hon  gent,  would  findj^ 
that  at  no  period  was  there  ever  so  large  a 
sum  as  23  miilionu  in  circulation  so  earij-  as 
April. 

The  Chancellor,  of  the  Excheguer  said,  that 
the  hon.  gent,  had  fallen  into  error  from  the 
circumstance  of  hi»  not  having  perused  the 
accounts  upon  the  table.  It  was  th^  re  statecj 
that  provision  had  been  made  tor  the  pay- 
ment of  ]  0,600,000/.  There  was  therefore 
only  the5um  of  14  millions  remaining  of  the 
amount  which  tne  hon  gent,  alluded  to:  3 
millions  were  locked  up  in  the  Bank  for  the 
renewal  of  their  charter,  which  r<^duced  the 
sum  to  11  millions:  and,  when  he  stated 
that  the  Kank  had  agreed  to  withhold  their 
demand  for  the  payment  of  1  a  million,  the 
committee  would  then  see  that  he  was  cor- 
rect io  stating  that  the  sum  of  gk  was  all 
that  would  be  wanting  for  the  present  issue 
of  exchequer  biily^ 
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Boviz  OF  tonbs.   ' 
Thtndmf^  April  19- 

[MiKtJTEs.^— Counsel  were  beard  rela- 
'five  tp  the  appeal  from  Chancery,  Richard- 
^n  V.  the  University  of  Oxford,  viz.  Mr. 
Piomer  on  tke  part  of  tlie  appellant  in 
continuation.  The  farther  consideration 
of  the  case  was  adjourned  till  Wednesday 
Bext.— Lord  Viscount  Maynurd  Was  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat. — ^The  hills  upon  the  ta- 
ble were  forwarded  in  then*  respective  stages. 

[War  in  India.]— The  Earl  of  Car- 
btk  observed,  he  had  to  move  for.  some 
necessary  information,  as  preparatoty  to  a 
8«l:^t  of  considerable  importance,  and 
which  he  thought  particularly  worthy  the 
Serious  attention  of  that  House ;  especially 
as  rumours  strongly  prevailed,  which  in- 
duced ti  suspicion  of  the  propriety  of  that 
conduct.  He  alluded  to  the  commence, 
ment  of  hostilities  in  India.  However, 
what  in  the  present  instance  he  should  pro- 
pose, -  he  thought  so  obviously  tinobjec- 
ttonable,  as  that  no  sort  of  resistance 
coukl  be  meditated  s^ains^  Ms  motion; 
which  was,  "  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  his  Ma- 
jesty to  give  directions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House  an  iu:c6Qnt  of  the 
date  of  instructions  sent  to  th^  offi- 
^r  commanding  the,  naval  fon^  in  the 
felast  Indies,  previous  to  his  Majesty's 
Inessage  to  Parliament,  on  the  present 
rupture,  widi  the  date  of  their  arrival  in 
India;  and  also  the  date  of  instructions 
'  sent  previous  to  die  actual  rupture,  with 
tiie  date  of  their  arrival  in  India."— 
His  Lordship  said,  die  subject  was  of 
importance,  nor  was  the  information  re* 
quired  by  him  of  a  nature  that  could 

Eroduce  any  disadvantage  to  di9  pub- 
c  service.  He  should  not^'  th^refbre, 
trouble  their  Lordsh^  with  any  furdler 
observations,  as  he  pould  not  conceive 
any  grounds  on  which  these  papers  could 
be  refused  by  his  Majesty's  government. 

Lord  Hawkesbufy  said,  he  had  nO  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  the  papers  in 
question.  In  opposing  the  mqtion,  which 
lie  rose  to  do,  he  proceeded  <m  other 
grounds.  There  were  two  sorts  of  papers 
which  tm^  be  called  for  in  Parliament ; 
^ne  of  that  nature,  that  there  need  be  no 
particular  reason  assigned  for  calling  for 
theiii,  it  "being  fdain,  Hd  a  general  rule, 
diat  nq  incohvenience  could  arise  irom 
thiU'W^  produced.  Of  tlMa  kind  wer^ 
ikU  t^hAjt  to  tbt  Hfifmkmi .  u4 


iSfmny  oihefs  mi^t  be  ffistahced.  In  «11 
such  cases,  the  onus  probandi  lay  on  the 
govt.;  ii[  they  refused  the  papers,  they 
miift  shew  a  particular  reason  applied  ta 
that  particular  case,  because  the  business 
to  T»1iich  such  accounts  and  papers  re- 
ferred, grew  out  of  Uie  proceedings  of 
Parliament.  But  the  2d  kind  was  Very  . 
different :  it  respected  proceedings  growing 
out  of  the  discretionary  exercise  of  the 
executive  power;  and  though  it  was  com- 
petent to  Parliament  to  call  fpr  papers  of 
this  kind,  it  was  not  the  parliamentary 
custom  for  any  noble  Lord  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  that  effect,  without  assigning  the 
reason  which  should  induce  the  House  to 
interpose  its  authority  in  that  particular 
case.  The  motion  of  the  noble  Earl  came 
distinctly  under  this  last  division ;  and  h^ 
must  oppose  it,  because  he  had  h^ard  no 
reason  urged  to  prove  its  necessity  or  use. 
With  respect  to  the  papers  moved  for,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  instruc- 
tions were  forwarded  to  toe  East  Indies, 
after  the  rupture  was  foreseen,  with  all 
possible  expedition* 

The  Earl  of  CarHsU  said,  he  had  used 
no  particular  argument  to  induce  /the 
House  to  agree  to  the  motion,  because  he 
could  not  have  imagined  it  would  be  op^ 
posed  by  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He 
would  now,  however,  inform  the  noble  Sec. 
Of  State,  that  this  was  a  subject  of  no 
small  moment,  that  there  were  very  disa- 
greeable rumours  abroad,  tiiat  the  public 
opinion  did  not  coincide  with  his  Lord- 
ship's statement,  and  that  the  House  had 
a  right  to  know  the  facts  from  docuinents,' 
and  could  ^ot  be  justified  in  a  matter  of 
this  consequence,  in  taking  the  mere  as- 
sertion of  one  of  his  Majest/s  ministers. 
He  would  ten  the  noble  Lord,  there  wa^ 
a  report,  6n  authority,  perhaps  as  good  a^ 
bis  Lordship's,  that  Admiral  Rainier  di4 
no^  receive  his  instructiond  from  govt,  till 
17  di^s  after  tho^  rupture  was  announced 
in  India  by  private  letters  from  England  ; 
and  that  the  French  Admiral,  Linois,  had. 
in  the  internal,  while  the  English  Admiral 
was  n^ar  him,  cut  his  cables  in  the  night, 
a^d  withdrew  his  squadron  in  safety;  no 
doubt,  haying  received  his  instructions 
from  his  govt.  He  was  informed,  that  when 
the  di^tches  were  sent  bjr  govt,  to  India, 
they  were  sent  by  a  frigate,  which,  so  far 
iYOm  going  directly,  and  with  the  utmost 
fxpeqition,  convoved  a  fleet,  and  touched 
^gt  X4sb^*  Htf'md  not  know  liow  far 
dd*  w«|  ttm  «r  Mt>  hi  did  not  know 
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^ha|t  inigbt  be  the  exact  foundation  of  th^ 
public  opinion  on  thisL,subject;  it  ,was  bis 
^uty,  and -that  of  the  House,,  to  ascertain 
the  truth,  and  to  inquire  if  there  had  been 
any  culpable  neglect.  If  there  had  nOt, 
he  gave  govt,  the  opportunity  to  repel 
those  aspersions. 

.  Lord  Uaukvabury  said,  he  had  heard  i^o 
argument  from  the  noble  Earl  to  induce 
him  to  change  his  opinion.  As  to  the 
statements  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  entirely 
denied  them^  with  all  possible  civility  cer- 
tainly; but  he  meant  to  say  the  noble 
Earl  was  misinformed.  Previous  to  his 
Majesty's  message,  instructions  were  sent 
to  Admiral  Rainier  a  second  time,  between 
tJiat  and  the  rupture;  and  again  on.  that 
event.  Instructions,  in  the  first,  instance, 
had  been  sent  as  early  as  possible,  and  by 
the  most  speedy  conveyance,  and  had  ar- 
rived in  an  unusually  short  time. 

Earl  Speuccr  said,  he  came  down  with- 
out any  previous  knowledge  of  this  mo- 
tion ;  but,  after  he  had  ^heard  what  had 
been  urged  by  .  the  noble  Earl,,  and  the 
answer  of  the  noble  Sec,  of  State,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  support  Uie  motion.  With- 
out dissenting  from  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site to  him,  as  to  the  principle  oni  which 
papers  were  granted  or  refused,  he  thought 
the  noble  EarK  had  laid  ^  parliamentary 
and  prqper  ground  for  demanding  the  in- 
formation in  question.  He  thought  mi- 
nisters, could  not  refuse  the  papiers,  with- 
Qut  a,cknowiedging  the  charge  advanced, 
not  by  the  noble  *Earl,  but  by  the  public 
voice.  The  motion  gave  the  govt,  an  op- 
portunity to  defend  themselves  from  a 
\ery  beavy  chjirge.  It  was  no  light  ques- 
tion, whether  the  earliest  information  and 
'ad  been  conveyed  to  Admi- 
r  not.  Suppose  the  French 
2r  had  been  superi.ir  in  force 
I  of  the  contrary,  what  might 
"  result  of  their  receiving  the 
f  the  rupture  earlier  than  our 
nd,  inferior  as  they  were, 
what  benefit  may  we  not  have  lost  by  this 
tardiness  in  sending  dispatches,  if  the  fact 
be  as  the  public  feeling  seems  to  declare  ? 
With  respect  to  the  degree  of  expedition 
which  was  used  on  the  part  of  our  govt., 
in  forwarding  dispatches  of  such  import- 
ance, he  wo  did  ask,  did  they  arrive  in 
Jndia  previously  to  the  12th  of. August? 
^nd  farther,  were  they  not  sent  in ,  a  fri- 
gate wbiqh  was  incumbered  with  convoy  ? 
and .  did  not  the  ves^sel  actually  touch  at . 
Xisbon  m  Jier  jpassjge?^^^grea^deal  of 


what  was  desired  ^would  appear' from  the. 
production*of*the  dates.    ^ 

Lord  Uobdrt  iri&ii^Jftftcd,  that  public 
rumour,  was  not  a  pailiameutary  grotmd 
to  justify  the  calling  for  papers.  If  thai 
were  admitted,  every  one. of  their  Lord- 
ships, as  they  severally  happened  to  be 
afl'ected  by  the  pubhc  tales  of  the  day, 
might  iqipede  tlie  executive  govt,  by  calling 
for  papers.  His  Lordship  asserted,  that 
every  degree  of  possible  expedition  was  used 
in  forwarding  the  dispatches  in  question  to 
India,  and  that  they  arrired  at  the  differ- 
ent presidencies  in  an  extraordinarily  short 
interval.  Information  of  an  important 
nature  had  been  received  by  Admiral  Rai- 
nier, and  at  a  period,  if  not  earlier,  as 
early  as  .4ay  intelligence  received  by  the 
French  Admiral,  as,  in  point  of  fact,  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  British  Admiral  be- 
ing actually  deliberating  upou  the  expe- 
diency of  taking  steps  to  secure  the  French 
squadron, ,  that  the  latter  slipped  her  ca- 
bles, and  got  away.  ,    • 

The  Eiirl  of  Carnarvon  said,  the  noblo 
Lord  who  had  just  sat  down  had  stated, 
that  Admiral  Rainier,  received  information 
of  the  state  of  affairs  from  ipme  quarter: 
this  might  be,  and  yet  govt,  be  no 
less  culpable.  It  was  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  inquire,  whether  govt,  had  dis-r 
charged  its  duty  in  this  most  important 
point?  If  our  squadron  had  received 
timely  instructions,  there  co.uld  be  no 
doubt  the  French  would  now  be  the 
weaker  by  the  loss  of  their  squadron  un* 
der  Linois ;  and  the  mischief  he  had  done 
in  the  E.  Indies,  and  might  still  do  with 
that  squadron,  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  strongest  parliamentary  ground  \vaa 
laid  for  the  motion,  and  he  should  most 
heartily  give  it  his  vote.  ^ 

Lord  Harrqwhy  expressed  his  opinion  as  , 
to  the  principle  which  should,  regulate  the 
conduct^  of  Parliament  upon  such  occa^ 
sions  as  the  present.  Upon  the  firiit  ap- 
pearance of  the  present  question,  regard* 
ing  such  considerations  in  the  light  he  did, 
he  was  rather  inclined  to  oppose  the  raoi 
tion;  but,  in  consequence  of  what  tran- 
spired in  the  conversation^  he  thought  a 
case  so  far  made  out  as  to  shew  the  pror 
priety  of  acceding  to  it. — ^The  House  then 
divided  on  the  Earl  of  Carlisle's  motio% 
when  their  appeared, 

Contents  ^    .     ^^  ' 
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Aboync,  Earl  of 


oync,  tarl  of     .  Harrowljy, '  X^rd  ' 
iedford,  Duke  of  '    '      Utadfort,  IVfcirquft^of 

Besboroii^h,  £arl  of  Kenyon,'.Ij6rd     •<  > 

Barringdon*  Lord  Kin^  Lord*.  , 

Carlisle,  EarJ  of  Lcwihcr,  Viscount 

Carnarvon,  tarl  of  Mlnto,  Lord 
Cowpcr,  Earl               '     Montrose,  Dulceof 

I>erby,  Earl  of  Ormoad, ' 'EaiA  of  " 

Damley,  Earl  Komney,'HtrlL<9?    ♦.:  I 

Dundas,  Lord  Spencer,  E^l't    •  . 

Essex,    Earl  of  Stafford,  Klarquis  o^ 

FitzwilUam,  Ear!  Talbot,  En^l       '       '        ^ 

Fortcscue,  Earl  .  Upper  Ostory,  Earl'tif 

CrenvUle,  Lord  And  four  F^viet, 

[Irish  militia  tvrtk  •<4fct.]-i-The 
order  of  the  clay  for  the  second'  reading  of 
the  bill^,  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to^  ac- 
cept of  the  voluntary  offers  of  cervice  of 
the  Irish  mliiiia  in  G.  Bfitain,  ^ing 
read,       

Lord  Hobart  said,  he  sbotild  not  trou- 
ble their  Lordships  at  much  length  in  l?e- 
haif  of  this  measure.'.  Many  of  thei^.Lord^ 
ships,  he  believed  most  of  them,-  would 
acknowledge  its  expediency,  if  not'  car'- 
ried  too  far,  as  a  general  princfjile.     He 
would  not  press  the  cpiestion  of  extending 
the  principle,  but  merely  contend  for  ac^ 
cepting  the  sfer vices  of  l^e  Irish  mrHtia 
now,  and  to  the  e:itent  named  in  the  bill. 
)Vhether  govt  would  use  ibis  discretion, 
or  to  what  extent,  must  beieftio^ciiTCum- 
stances  ;  but  he  thought  no  eyifl^cDidd  ttrisfe 
from  allovi'ing  govt,  that  disCfi^ioti,  thtis 
limited.     He  pressed  the  meaj^ttrie  as  one 
standing  by  itself,  and  not  calling  for  re^ 
dprocity  of  offert,  from  the  English  mili- 
tia, of  service,  in  Ireland.     It  wa^'  lirot  to 
be.  understood,   that  the  Engjisji  militia 
were  to  be  pledged  by  ^is  acceptance  of 
the  services  of  the  Irish  tnillHa*^  They 
would  be  perfectly  free,  in  this  respect,  as 
if  the  bill  did  not  pass,  without iany  im-* 
putation  on  their  courage  or  loyalty,  which 
could  be  qnestioned  by  no  one.    The  mi- 
lity   of  the  .measure,  in   adding   10,000 
liken,  in  fact,^  tfit  our  disposable  force,  was 
sufflcteiitly  obvious ;  and,  in  thewiew  he 
had  taken  J5f4t,  he*  could -not  sintldjpttte 
>ny  objection,^  'TV^lth  respect 'to  fWI  crthe( 
bill,  ^though  i^/|$Mg^t  bp  qpnsi^eredfias 
(rowing  out  of  thb;  he  would  not  iConsN 
dci-  it  as  necessfflrflf  foHowbg  nj^Jivitv  nw- 
less  the  House  shoild  be  disposed "sb'tp 
4o«     He  \v.a?  xat)jer,Y^iUin£  t0^napri)jy  the 
question  merely  to  tlie  present  bill.     Hit 
Lordship  copcludejd  by  moving,  "  That  this 
bill  be  now  read  a  second,  timi*.**  ' 

JLord  Borriflgdpn  said,  the  bill  must  be 
defended,  either  upon  the  partioMW- cir- 


cumstances of  the  case*,"  or  on  the  general 
{)rtitcipk  of  a  reciprocity  of  the  serviced 
Of  the  militias  of  the  two  countries.  He 
had  not  heard  a  single  circumstance  from 
th^  no^lcLofd,  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
tH^  measure.  But  be  believed,  if  the  two 
countries',  their  positions  relative  to  thc^ 
enemy,  and  their  respective  strength,  werei 
fairly  exatifijned,  it  would  be  found,  that 
nprie  bf.tfe^'se  'cduld  sanction  the  removinj^ 
so  larfeq  'a'force^  from'  Ireland  at  this  dan? 
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tion  of  the  constitution  ot  ^is  countrjri 
especially  of  the  militia  Itself.  If  is  an  un« 
principled,  dangerous,  inexcusable  breacli 
of  goodjaijth  with  them,  '  It'  has  no  mo^. 
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no  need  of  tbft  hnk  niiliti^,,wkh  the  fotxse 
we  bad  , in  vokmteers/ militia,  and  regur 
lars }  ^d  ^e  considered  the  measure  a| 
an  insult  upon  G.  Britain.  The  recipro^ 
city  he  conisidered  as  destruclive  of  the 
principle  on  which  the  English  militia  wa^ 
raisedi  and  tending  to  annihilate  the  min 
litia  of  both  countries. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  conceived  the  mi* 
litia  of  the  country  the  most  essential, 
indeed  the  only  constitutional  force,  anq 
as  such  should  be  strictly  kept  to  iu  orii 
ginal  prhi<?jpJeB.,  This  bill  appeared  ta 
him  to  violaSe  tUnim  prinoiplesy  and  thiere* 
fore  to  be  highly  improper*  He  e3ipresse4 
the  giseatesi  approbation  of  the  **  B/e^ohit 
lions  of,  the  meeting  of  militia  colopela 
and  ♦fiujew  ♦/  arid  regretted  that  bs  wae 


«  The  f9|lo|iyip|i^  a  coirect  copy  of  the  Raolutiont 
allu^e^  to  iy  his  Gnce  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ; 

^'  A(  a.  Meating  of  tords  LleutenanU  of  Coun^ 
^  ttesk  aM  Members  of  Parfiament,  hokUtii:  com^ 
M  miarioqa  in  tfie  mUitia  «f  G.  Britwi,  held  at  the 
«« That^p^  Ho^^e  Tavern.  Tufaday;  Afril  I^ 
<'  1804«  the  fplloyiitg  Resolutions,,  nnanimou^lx 
"  adopted,  were  directed  to  be  piibfished  in  th^ 
«  public  papcfJi— Ist.  That  the  mUti&a  of  G.  Bfi- 
^  caifl,  as  by  law  oseablitheil,  h  «ayatem  wctt  coon^ 
^  deff*  ¥^^*  anif^cjwit  for  ^«  purposf  for  whic^  . 
M  it  i%  provided ;  weU  consi4ered,  a$  briugiog  Intq 
"  the  defence  of  the  countn^  all  the  orders  of  its  in- 
•*  habitants ;  sifj,  as  placing  the  great  pesmanent  a)i« 
^ntMTf  fouh  wilder  the  comaaad  ef  thoM  vhoae 
^f'v^tm  ie  thejW^*tio»  <rf  ^  country  as^  its 
*<  ct(utit^tiao«  «wds  the  best  possible  pledge  of  ztH 
"  and  ftHditV}  efficient,  as  famishing  at  the  shortest 
^  notice  a  bddy  of  well-trained  toldiers,  miffieient 
**  to  meet  t  sudden  emergjBicy ,— 2dly.  iHiat  the  mU 
<*  |Hu|  qf  p.  Britain  is  boiU|d  to  the  country  for  009 
'*,gse|it  and  important  purpose,  distinctly  specified^ 
"  To  vary  the  coj^diflo;is  of  engagement,  without  th^ 
"  consent  of  the  farttcs,  would  be  a  manifeat  breacli 
•<  06  oom^t ;  and  fo  deviate  ^irom  ^em»  ttvenfrid^ 
'^tJ^eh'  C9fi9e|it.  wiU  en4aivgei^  the  Misf  exiate^o^ 
**ofanesttblishmfint,  rccogniied  by  parliament  af 
«*  essential  to  the  constitution.-^dly.  That  it  is 
**  dangerous  to  permit  armed  men  tp  become  delibei 
<^  ntWe  bodies .«-4dily.  That  uad«ir  estsnag  (Simm^ 
(^  ly^n^es  there  appears  no  suffbuont  ^ause  for  a^y 
««  change  in  th6  system  of  the  militia  of  G.  Britain^ 
"  and  it  is  therefore  prudent  and  expedient  to  main* 
««tiin  It  on  the  wisfe  and  well-cobstdered  priiK<ip!«« 
<•  on  ^kh  it  Was  origiiiaily  esUbltifted.  andJio  ktop 
V it reftfi^l»dt<>! th^  ape^ific  impprtt|it  piwe  ^W 
«« ifhichitsVMids  pow  cngMed,— 5dily,  That,  evc^ 
"  if  Jt  be  wise  and  expedient  to  decide  at  thia  moment 
««the  question  oPre€tprofc«l*eh^icc  between -die  milU 
Htits  ofG.  Britain  and  Ireiaadt  die  auiei^tudtt  enA 

<^i^lifmiP)¥  that  qv«»t»^4wMtt4»  •  •cp  w  pm 

«*  di^ci  considetatipa,  aadi  ought  not  to  be  intro^ 
«*  duced  into  discussion,  collaterally  and  indirectly.*  "^ 
WfiliTWORTH  FlTZWlJLUAM,Chairmitt| 
Devonshire  T.  Stanley        '    Lowtfaec 

Mmm.  ]o^  Fre^eric]^     Powne  [ 

Buckinghamthk*     W  CoreLswgtpi^  l??**,.?^      ^ 
Fvtescue  TohnCallraft       W.  W.  Wynn* 

Rlmncy  W-  H.  Fellowet  O.  H.  8t^«tt 

FalkaMMie  B..C«Dke  Cai^doiw        *« 

Mar^ham  "  G.  H.  Cavendish 
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not  in  a  8ituatiD(i.tfr  aUcnd  CfaeHeMii^ 
and  add  bb  name  to  tfie  liat  of  8i«iaturtt8. 
Disi^pproving  of  the  protent  billy  aa  he 
oertainly  did^  he  yet  could  nOl  tUok  mL 
nisterB  ao  much  to  hUme  aa  jtbqr  waie  re- 
ffefented;  the  exam^  aet  thena  ky  their 
ffedecetsoFSy  aoaaeyeari  a§ei»  waaamoni; 
the  legaciea  of  vioIaUoQ  to  the  cooalitu*- 
tioia,>irhich  those  ibrmer  maAMan  hed  left 
them.  He  said«  he  wa»  so  fcr  froBs  agree- 
ing with  the  noUe  Marqiiisy  in  wishnig  fot 
the  return  to  hia  Ma^eaty'a  oouaciia  of  the 
pennon  alluded  to,  that  he  earneatly  deprn* 
cated  it.  Thia  wiei^unt  was  one  that  he 
bad  left,  among  otherv  to  the  iiyufy  of 
the  country.  He  hud  loaded  the  nation 
with  taxea  it  c^ld  scaroeiy  bear,  and  had 
ac^roeiy  leil  one  prinipiple  of  tiie  coaatitu* 
tioitt  untouched.. 

The  Earl  of  Limmck  said»  the  debate 
bad  turned  on  the  Umon,  rather  thaik  on 
the  question  before  the  House,  He  maia- 
tiuned  the  benefit  that  would  reault  ffom 
the  reciproci^  so  eagerly  conidaauted. 
|Ie  instanced  the  S<;oVJ:i  nAilitia,  wh^  was 
common  to  the  Southern  part  of  the  island, 
^d  the  English  to  the  netthem.  He  did 
not  know  why  the  Irish  militia  might  not 
be  deemed  worthy  of  the  same  sendee ; 
except  their  accent  or  their  Uundere  were 
to  be  objected.  He  th^ugiht  some  great 
persona  in  thia  country  were  infected  with 
the  habit  of  blundering.  A  late  meeting, 
SP  hig^^  praised  by  a  noble  DiAe,  ooo- 
ai#ted  of  miiitaiy  men,  assembled  in  their 
fcapadtiea  of  colonels  of  regiments,  yet 
their  principal  resolution  is,  thai  it  k  un- 
coostitutiomd  and  unsafe  for  military  men 
to  meet  for  the  purpe«se  of  deliberating. 
After  makh^  som^  further  comments  on 
ibe  resolutions,  his  Lord^p  adtanced  ae* 
liberal  arguments  in  favour  of  the  present 
ipespure.  He  would  support  it  on  account 
of  its  being  a  ptf^i^de  to  the  speedy  inter- 
change of  the  militias  of  G.  Britaift  and 
Imlaipd.  He  also  «appoited  iti  because 
bfi  believed  the  bfifffiim(.ov6r  Irish  militiar 
tnen  to  this  country  wouM  have  the  efiect 
of  making  ^hem  better  aoldieis,  tiiau  they 
f tbfrw^  eoidd  be.  It  woas  observed  by 
lavera)  ab)^  wiiiten,  vtel  coaiimed  by 
history,  ^  Irishmea  neiiar  osde  such 

m         .   ,      ,    ,      ..I,  ,    ,<      f ^ »     (»«     I 

«•  The  Clijurmaii  hayipj  left  the  Chai^  u^  tU 
f^THikc  of  Devonshire  haViog  taken  it— Resolved, 
^  That  tiM  tliankt  of  tMs  meeting  he  given  to  Lord 
V^nwwilUfua,^  (aHiog,^flir  AtMMioni^aMlMct^ 
r  auchbifbiiofoiunce,  «ad  lorthe  i^|e,  jadifioui, 
**  ana  coottitutiona|  m^umcf  ia  wJtu«|i  he  firftituffiod 


gDC|dsdldiefS  in  theif  earn  ootMHij^  aa  oat 
of  it.  k  waa^  witk  caosideraUr  paia  he 
hmked  back  to  the  oanduat  of  umm  cT 
them  al  Caatlebar*  in  1796.  Bat  mtof  per» 
sow  who  wiahed  t»  kfu>w  hew  tbqp  enn^ 
dueted  Ihematlvea  in  atb^r  cmmttiea^  need 
oviy  refer  to»  the  hialx>ry  of  the  battleof 
Fentenoy^  and  tlie  late  victoviea  tUi  £g[yptw 
Heheiiimd  thena  weresQim»nd[>l»Locdi 
^len  presesdt  who- could  beaa  tes^nmy  ta 
the  conduct  of  Irish  aoUieia.  ott  that  m^ 
morabla  ocGastDir.  Another  raasoii  why 
he  wished  ferine  knU  waa,  the  adrantap 
alwaya  derived  ison  sending  aoldiers  away 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  plaeea 
where  thegr  ^9W»  lalsed;^  this  had  be« 
conalQOtly  done  in  G.  Britain^  and  he  wa^ 
oonfifiettt  that  Irish  soldiers  woaM  be  wnjr 
much  ben^ted  in  eveiy  scapeet  froaa  w^ 
sicUng  in  this  eonatry.  Besidea  what  ht 
bad  dbrea^  ata(led»  there  waa  n  cfecsm^ 
stance  connected  with  the  intetanl  ailwu 
tion  of  Iiekm)^  whick  it  ijBaa  iiiitiuiiiai|i 
material  to  takfr  notice  o^  in  rnniirteiiiit 
the  present  aiA^t*  The  spsrit  of  di»» 
aiection  stall  eaisted  iw  Ireland;  avd 
there  was  reason  to  {sar  that,  it  woidd  stiH 
be  exeoeised  wilk  m  view  of  corrairtuig  the 
bfwvenenwihonoweonstitntedtbe  aMMa 
regiments,  of  that  country;  Iterefom,  ak 
though  he  had  no  reaaosi  bor  doubt  iMk 
fiddity,  he  thought  it  woadd  be  betoar  t# 
remove  as  mnny  oC  them,  aa  pessibhi  ftoal 
a  place  where  tiiey  were  eaquaed^  te  auch  * 
dan^.  Censure  had  beeui  ytpoatadly 
thrown  out  agataBttheconduiotof  thepra* 
sent  Ministers,  In  his  mmd  they  wait 
wholly  nnfoanded}  andhetwareonident 
nothing  could  be  brouf^fiBrwani  to  psovi 
that  his  Mi^esty's  meaent  govsmmeail  1m4 
in  9Af  reqpect  nuapondncted  themsel^ai 
in  the  manaf^tmient  dfthe  pidahcaffttis. 

Lord  CarhitmtSLvAf  that  from  ^imrf  ea«4 
sideratiOtthia  had  given  Ibarpseseat  nseaii 
sore^  he  ceosidered  the  advantaj^svpe^ 
rier  ta  any  inconvenieiice  ilkely  to  ansa 
fttmiitt  thatitdiouldBMetwith.hitliear^ 
ss^iport*  But  he  appix>aad:of  the  mean 
sore  on  acoQlmtof  theipwarbenadt  wMek 
the  lowmr  oideraof  the  Irish  wto  belonged 
to  itiilitiai  re^ienia  would  derive  ^m 
eomiagtoaadrntKingwith  the  people  e( 
thia  couatey.  He  waabappy:  at'the  ft^ 
speet  of  their  heiag  Mkdy  m  tethate  ^ 
sooM  49gr9^  the  mattnesaaiid  ohafmeleref 
the  virtanuspeaaantiyaf  England.  Tbeia 
waa  no  doubt  but  that  manyirish  gender 
wcmld  &el  n  great  inconvenience  ill 
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•  to  -€eine  over  hevt*  $  •  but  this 
'  a  tricing  cirofMnstance^  coniit)ared  to 
ilie«dvaDtage9  whkh  O.  Biitaiu  must  6e- 
m«  from  bavitig  so  large  a  fovce  brought 
over  here.  His  Lordship  'alioded  to  the 
Idten  of  Lord  Re<)etdale»  and  defended 
iu8  Lordship  horn  the  unfoviHirable  infer- 
jmces  altotfaed  to  them,  thinking  it  incnm- 
btmi  .Oft  iiobl»l.ord8  who  censured  him  in 
ki9  abse&cey  to  lay  some  adequate  aground 
4>f  juc%mei^  before  the  Hotise** 

.  Loffd .Bmngct^ adverted  totlie  nature 
^tba -documents  in  questimi,  which' their 
24ordsh>fn  would  recollect  could  not  regu* 
Jarly  be  moved  for.  -       ' 

11 '  The  Lord  Chancellor,  said/  it  v^bb  im-^ 
fipesible  for  him'to  reniain  silent/ ^after  the 
|iiyti9t  charges  mhich,  in  the  course  of  Ihat 
Jiebate,. had. been,  thrown  out  i^inst  a 
§kt>bhi  person .  (Lord  Redesdale)  who  ,had 
jMig  been  hia^dearest  and  most  intimate 
iisiMd,  and  against  whom  unoommenpains 
tedik^aeiy  been  taken  toexcite  aomistun- 
^bmdedip^ejodiee.  Amidst  all  thetantmo* 
aiijTy  tbe  vtcienee,  and  injustfcay«*which  had 
Mm  engendered  by  tlie  Fi^nch  revolution, 
fkfCQiiki  handiy  have-ibeen  suppoaed  that 
tfipersioi^s  of  soch.  a^  nature  •  would  have 
ittfti>lhFowtt.aatiagaiost  his  noblet friend; 
i^  in  ai.woej^,  t«yo,  by  whic!h<lie  waspre. 
1»Hded.an  opportunity  of  defending  him-^ 
Mlfilgainstvtheai*-  He  conld  aflfirm  that 
tkatt  noble- iiprd^  had  fully  earned  and  me^ 
1^^  the  mmurde  be  obtained  for  his  long, 
Ub^ous^  and '  iiselul  services,  and  that 
lli^iChiiraeter^jfQr  strict  honour  and  inte- 
grity>  Slo0d.asrhighia&l3iat  of  any  mah  in 
|^.c^otr|u  /Botbome  peirsons  had  thought 
ffOper  toiciiarge  him  with  halving  used  ex- 
M^aions  hastily  to  .the  ^nteresi^  pf  a  large 
i^y  of  peoj^e  in  Jreland.  '  And  whet  did 
thia<^Piatge  nest  4ipon?  Nothing  eke  but  a 
f^llrisii^ttMi :  -purporting  to  be  a  eorre- 
a|K)mlesc0'factw«iBn  him.  and  ^another  nobble 
I«(H^il»#jfflaiidL  a.  publication /which  his 
BAb^  tfn^tid  bad  had:  no  band  in  sendhig 
il^^^lhe  world ;  ^whichi  ought  not  to  have 
gumii  farther  tluKi- the  individuals  between 
ItiWMl  tbe  dorreapondence  had  passed'; 
indrAvhidViif  itii^d  not  beam  stolen i  out 
llfthef¥)Qliht<^£ithe/neble  persont^in  whose 
li^sseesiM^  the  briginfd  was,  would  never 
hOiVf  iiladitiliB  appearanoe.  Was  such  a 
pdbiibsfttiflti  tberxsfore  as.  this^  which  could 
1^1  hfi^X^iakhii  brought  forward  by  w^  of 
f|efet|Ce,.iacjau^Bdettit  ground  for  throwing 
cmt.'f4M:h.beaivyiac|Dersion6  against  a  man  of 
|)}e  higH  phamcjU^r  whi^  .hiil  4iable.  friend 
bore  ?  BesideSi  he  wished  it  to  be  consi- 


der€<d  how  far  the  former  conduct  pursued 
by  his  noble  friend  could  justify  these 
chargesw  ;  Would  it  be  forgotten,  that  he 
had  been  on  many  occasions,  the  most 
strenuous  advocate  fcr  the  Catholics  of  fre- 
land  ?  that  he  had  been  their  best  friend  T 
And  now  he  most,  without  any  foundattdn,.' 
be  charged  with  being  thfeir  enemy.  He 
thoughl  proper  to  say  thus  much  in  behalf 
of  his  dearest  fViend,  whose  worth  and  ex-' 
eellent  quahiCies  he  had  long  known,  \  and 
still  heM  in  tbe  highest  estimation ;  and 
whose  friendship  he  hoped  to  preserve  as 
long  as  life  existed  in  his  body.— Having 
thus  felt  himself  impelled  to  say  so  much 
in  vindication  of  ^  the  character  of  his 
friend/  he  should  say  a  word  or  two  in 
supfiort  of  the^present  bill. '  He  could  no^ 
see  any  force  in  the  objection  that  tWi 
measure  would  convert  the  militia  regi- 
ments of  Ireland  into  deliberative  bodies  ; 
ha  saw  nothmg  like  ddiberatibn  in-  theii* 
espressing  their  willingness  to  serve  in  any- 
particular  place  out  ^f  their  own  country; 
But  the  objection  had  still  less  force,  when 
such  a  change  of  serVic*  could  be  proved  to 
be  usefol.  Suppose  that  a  body  of  troops 
bad  agreed  to  s*rte  only  in  a  particular 
part  or  county  of  ^Krigland,  and  that  such  a 
necessity  should  occur  as  to  render  that 
assistance  highly  useful  in  the  next  county, 
to  which  tbey  were  bound  not  to  go,  and 
from  which  they  might  be  separated  only 
by  a  river ;  if  they  should  offer  such  assist- 
ance, would  it  be  dangerous  to  accept  of 
it>  Would  it  bo  recognizing  a  dangerous^  . 
deliberative  power  in  military  men  ?  Cer'-^ 
tainly  not ;  and  the  same  reasoning  now 
applied  to  the  offers  of  service  made  by 
regiments  in  Ireland,  He  would  not  say, 
whether  this  force  was  actually  wanted  by 
G.  Britahi  at  this  time  ;  he  believed  it  was 
not;  but  would  it  not  be  hi^ly  useful  to* 
have,  such  an  accession,  as  should  enable 
the  gotvt.  to  convert  a  large  disposeablei 
force  to  other  purposes  ?  Upon  the  wbole,^ 
this. bill  dietlwith  his  most  decided  appro-t^ 
bation  and  supporti  ^ 

The  Earl  tACamareon  began  by  taking 
notice  of  tbe  allusion*  which  tbe  Earl  of 
Limerick  had  mad^to  the  Resolution^  late^ 
ly.  enteredinto  by  several  miUtia  ofRcel^/ 
and  declared,  that  if  he  had  been  in  to\vn 
at  the  time  they  were  entered  into,  h» 
should  have  put  his  name  to  them.  The 
noble  Lord,  after  m^ng  some  observa- 
tions on  the  blunders  sometimes  comn 
mitted  by  people  In  that  country  frpju. 
wbicb  be  came,  imputed  to  the  persona 
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xvbo  had  signed  those  resolutions,  "UtaJt 
they  had  committed  a  blunder  in  so  doing; 
The  imputation  could,  with  much  more 
Justice,  be  thrown  against  those  persons 
whose  measures  that  noble  Lord  support- 
ed. The  whole  of  their  conduct,  from 
beginning  to  end,  wa&  a  series  of  blunders. 
What  was  their  conduct  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ?  It  was  a  breach  of  faith, <  and  that 
which  went  to  complete  the  destruction  ot 
the  only  constitutional  force  we  now  had 
remaining.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
doing  this.  The  miUtia  of  Ireland -formed 
its  constitutioaal  defence  c  and  if  so,  why 
deprive  that  country,  of  it  f  and  why  bring 
her  constitutional  ibrce  over  here?  The 
faith  of  govt,  was  pledged  to  the  Irish  mi. 
litia  regiments,  that .  the3r  should  not  be 
sent  OMt  of  that  country ;  and  they  might 
as  well  send  them  to  Jamaica  or  Ceylon,  as 
to  G.  Britain.  One  of  the  reasons  which  had 
been  advanced  in  support  of  this  mecksure 
was  such  as  rendered  it  more  objection- 
able than  any  other,  in  his  mind,  and 
that  was  the  probability  of  its  leading  to  an 
interchange  between  the  militias  of  G. 
Britain  and  Ireland.  He  considered  that 
such  a  step  as  that: would  completely  de- 
stroy every  constitutional  principle  which 
still  belonged  to  tliis  force.  The  govt,  had 
already  nearly  destivo^ed^  the  constitution 
of  the  militia,  and  this  would  be  giving  it 
the  finishing  blow.  The  measure  was  preg- 
nant with  mischief, .  and  could  not  be  at-* 
tended  with  one  advantage,  whatever^  . 

Lord  Auckland  said,  that  those  who  bad 
brought  forward  a!id  supported  the  present 
measure,  never  held  out  any  such  idea  u 
that  of  its  leading  to  an  interchange  at'  the 
militias  of  both  countries.  No  such  thing 
was  understood;  and  Ministers  had  not 
said  so.  But  while  he  stated  this  in  point 
of  fact,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  give  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  an  intercheungcf  of  that 
kind  would  not  only  be  noi  uncDnstitu- 
tional,  but  would  be  highly  beneficiad  to 
both  countries^  '  No.  comparison  could 
possibly  be  more  inapplicable  than  that 
made  by  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  said, 
that  govt,  might  as  well  send  the  Irish  mi- 
litia to  the  East  or  West  Indies.  There 
waa  a  materiAl  difference  between  .sending 
troops  to  a  distant  colony,  and -sending 
them  from  one  part  of  the  same  kingdom 
to  another.  Every  objection  that  could 
ibmerly  have  ei&isted  gainst  an  inter- 
change with  Ireland,  must  be  now  com- 
pletely done  away,  on  account  of  the! 
iMUoo  with  that  country's  and  he  saw  no 


reason  vi%y  (he  Ifttle  Irish  Chlninel  ^hou!^ 
cattse  a  greater  separation  bi^Ween  G:  Bri- 
tain and'  Ireland,  than  a  large  river  would 
between  two  cotmties.  I  f  a^y  dud  pen  of 
the  united  kingdom  was  ^tt^cked  b^  a ^r-^ 
midable  lorce  of  the  enemy,^  wdhld  it  not 
be  proper  to  h»ve  the  isissifetinee  of  troops 
in  any,  even  the:  most  distant  part  of  th^ 
country?  If  an  attack  should  be  made  oa 
Kentj  would  not  miUtia  reghnent^  be  sent 
for  from  Cheshire  J  if  they  were' not  wanted 
there  ?  And  if  it  was  justifiable  to  send  to 
Cheshire^ for  them,  what  objection  could 
there  be  to  bring  militia  regiments  front 
Ireland,  whkh  was  as  much  a  part  of  thd 
kingdom  as  Cheshire?  But  here  the  men 
were  not  ordered  away ;  for  they  volunta- 
rily .offered  to  come.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  objection,  that  the  acceptance  of 
those  voluntary  services  would  be  to  re- 
cognize a  deliberative  power  in 'the  regi- 
ments, it  did  not  appear'  to'  him  that  any 
such  thing  was  done.  The  deliberation 
went  no  farther  than  barely  giving  their 
consent ;  than  their  barely  answenng  y^ 
or  no  to  this  question,  "  are  you  willing' 
to  go  to  England  ?"  They  had  nothing  t<* 
do  but  to  give  their  assent  or  dissent. »  Id 
this,  there  surely  was  no  deliberalion. 
But  many  important  advantages  would 
accrue  from  this  measure.  It  would  ena« 
ble  govt,  to  ha;ve  a  great  disposeabk  force 
at  its  command.  It  would  facilitate  the 
means  of  recruiting  our  foree*.  We  should 
have  a  greater  number  of' men  from  Ire- 
land than  we  now  expected  :•  for  he  kne^ 
the  attachment  of  the  peasantry  to  the  genl 
try  of  that  country  to  be  such, -that  they 
would  follow  them  in  great  numbers.  If 
ever  there  was  a  time  when  ittwas-morO 
necessary  than  another  to 'strengthen  the 
military  force  of  this  country,  it  was  at  the 
present  moment: 'for  ther^  never  was  a 
moment  when  we  appeared  to  stand  so 
much  alone,  and  when  we  had  less- hope 
of  co-operation  from  any  ^f  the  powers  on 
the  continent.  This  must  clearly  appeaf 
to  every  man,  who  viewed  the*  conduct 
lately  pursued  by  the  accredited  represen'^ 
tatives  of  most  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe,  who,  on  a  late  occasion,  thou^t 
proper  to  express  such  sentiments  as  they 
had  done  to  the  Despot  of  France,  whos^ 
hand  was  at-that  moment  reeking  Vith  the. 
blood  of  an  innocent  and  ^ murder^  Prince. 
It  was  now  more  than  ever  incumbetat  tM 
us  to  fortify  ourselves  »by  « every  meaDfd 
within  our  power,  nut  dtxlytor  theToasoni 
already  statedi  init^n  accomntof^he^vio* 
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ta^ 


)ipit  «iid  alMiriiiig  proceodingi  octttinuallf 
•dofpted  ^  Ike  Fiwch  ^¥t.  The  French 
ItevobiUoo  liad  broui^bt  along  withttU 
pam.  of  ««ib  bvtUy  ever  known  before. 
It  was  -a  i^volulaott  orif^aling  in  regpcide, 
fai^ried  on  and  matured  by  pill^^  and 
aaaw^cfie,  aad  now  upheM,  as  appeared 
kom  very  recent  anteHjgRtioe,  by  midnight 
IfHorder  and  assassination. 

Lord  Hmrmb^  observed*  that  the  no- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last, 
Mth  regard  to  the  services  oC  the  Irish 
wdlitia  beh)g  extended  to  this  country,  was 
^aq^ifpssly  contrary  to  the  priaciples  reoqg- 
siaed  in  tl|e  Act  of  jUnion.  He  had  de* 
landed  the  meaeure  for  acceptkig  the  ser- 
viees  of  the  English  militia  in  Iraaod  diir- 
|i^  the  rebellioa  of  1798,  upon  the  groaad 
s^  neoessity  or  «xpedienqf *  But  at  pre* 
seat,  hesawtto  neecesity  for  the  esteiksion 
of  the  services  of  the  Irish  Militia  to  this 
coontry.  It  woold  also  prove  bjurioas, 
when  aaeompaiiifd  with  the  aagpneataibn 
^ilif  to  the  recmt^g  serviiee»  aod  on  tbese 
fronds  be  opposed  it. 

The  Marquis  of  ^%os«fyorted  theme*' 
fnri^  irom  ft»  ocmviction  that  the  greatest 
•dvan^iges  would  reauH  from  it  to  both 
coMMries.  He  defended  Iseland  from  viiat 
lie  conceived  to  he  some  reilexicms  upon 
it  by  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last. 

Lard  jEr«rro«iy  explained,  by  observing 
Ifaat  it  never  mitared  his  imagmation  to 
fast  any  le flexions  upon  Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  ATsa^rofe  said,  he  should 
appose  this  bill,  and  the  other  which  was 
locome  after  it  by  way  of  supplement.  }fe 
^nsiderM  it  unjust  to-call  <m  men  to  en- 
ter on  a  service,  for  which  Uiey  had  not 
been  ort^nally  eagagsd.  He  could  see  no 
advantage  wimtever  likely  to  arise  from 
taking  away  the  defensive  force  of  Ireland, 
and  briaf^  it  to  this  couiitry ;  and  still 
lest  benefit  did  he  think  likely  to  ariae  from 
iMStng  an  additional  number  of  militia^ 
men  in  Ireland,  It  was  raisbg  them  in 
the  worst  possible  way,  because  thsty  would 
be  least  capable  of  extended  service.  If 
it  wtfB  meant  that  the  country  ahould  de- 
live  any  benefit  from  a  new  levy  of  troops, 
virhy  were  they  not  rais^  for  the  regular 
asmy,  or  why  were  not  femobk  regiments 
msed^ 

;  The  Earl  of  Watnmnltmd  argued  in  fo* 
^^Q3Mr  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  its  beneficial 
•bjecl  was  to  set  loose  a  considerable  and 
dciirable  ofivnsrre  force.  From  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Irish  snilitia  and  their  at- 
tichmem  Id. tiieir  leaders,  he  argued  the 


meet  desirable  advantages  vFould  resfsOt  * 
from  this  measure.    From  what  he  knew 
of  that 'country,  daring  the  time  of  his 
holding  a  high  appointnoent  in  it,  he  waa 
persuaded  tlus  measure,    and  the  other 
conniected  with  It  for  augmenting  the  Iiisii 
militia,  would  very  little,  if  at  all,  inter* 
fore  wi^  the  recruiting  for  the  re^af 
army.    Our  volunteer  force  having  now 
reached  its  utmost  desirable  extent,   he 
thought  every  plan  should  be  pursued 
whi(£  had  for  its  object,  like  the  present, 
SB  encrease  to  the  offensive  force  of  the 
eomitry.    He  would  ask  any  noble  Lord, 
whether  he   really  thou^  the  military 
force  of  this  country  was  too  large  for  the 
various  services  which  might  be  reqmred 
of  it  ?-^There  was  nothing  new  nor  ub-» 
•precedested  in  the  object  proposed  by  the 
bill  now  before  the  House.    The  wisdom 
of  parliament  had  upon  former  occasions, 
and  when  the  exigency  of  afiaiis  required 
it,   adopted  measures  analogous  to  the 
prese^,  and  founded  upon  the  same  prin* 
dpk,  as  led  them  to  increase  the  military 
estahlishnient  during  the  last  war.     It  then 
amounted  to  about  165,000  inen,  inde- 
pendent of  the  yeomanry  cavalry.     Now, 
it  was  XB'  be  considered  that  tlie  numbers 
should  at  present  be  less,  even  with  tlic 
addition  proposed  by  the  bills  now  pend* 
iiig  in  parliament,  than  what  were  then  on 
foot*    The  additional  force  which  it  was 
pnoposed  to  raise  in  Ireland,  would  have 
the  advantage  of  its  being  done  at  a  much 
less  eaq>ence  than  could  be  accomplished 
by  any  other  method.    Kor,  he  was  satis<* 
fied,  would  it  interfere  with  the  recruiting 
for  the  army.    This  his  Lordship  ill  us* 
trated  by  a  comparison  d  the  different 
bovnties  which  were  payable  for  recruiting 
for  the  ^fegidars  and  for  the- militia  in  Ire* 
land.     Another  advantage  was,   that  it 
would  produce,  in  a  comparatively  short 
space  of  time,  an  additional  efficient  force 
to  the  country,  whu:h  aught  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage.    He  could  not  help 
thidkiogY  that  it  was  by  the  active  measures 
pumied  for  increasing  the  Irish  imlitia 
upon  a  former  occasion,  when  internal  re- 
bellien  and  a  foreign  force  combined  to 
sttack  Ireland,  that  iu  preservation  was 
chiefly  to  be  ascribed.    His  Lordship  de«, 
dared  bimsdf  a  stndere  well-wisher  to  the 
plan,  as  far  as  It  could  be  rendered  prae* 
iioable,  of  ia*  mutual  exchange  of  the  mili- 
tia regiments  of  each  country.    He«r^ued 
I'  in  favour  of  such  an  interchange,  if  ig 
eoukibe  brought  nbout,  from  the  past«ii^ 
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perience  of  the  advantages  of  English  re- 1 
giments  of  militia  having  volunteered  their 
services  to  Ireland ;  as  well  as  from  the 
consideration,  funded  upon  the  feelings 
of  human  uatufr^,  that  in  case  of  any  fur 
ture  insurrection  in  Ireland,  Irish  militia- 
men would  feel  more  at  the  thought  of  at- 
tacking those  with  whom  they  were  con- 
nected by  the  ties  of  blood  and  friendship, 
than  they  would  in  turning  their  arms 
against  a  foreign  enemy  who  might  dare  to 
invade  our  shores. 

Earl  Darnle^  said,  he  could  not  co- 
incide with  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
Karl  who  had  spoken  last,  He  could  see 
little  or  no  analogy  between  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  time  and  the  period 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  when  inter- 
nal insurrection  actually  reigned  in  Ire- 
land, which  was  the  time  when  the  offer  of 
several  English  regiments  of  militia  f«r  that 
tountry  was  accepted.  He  could  see  no 
good  ground  on  which  the  present  mea- 
sure was  brougbt  forward.  Was  it  pro- 
fessed to  be  on  account  of  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  this  country  was  exposed  ? 
tor  his  part,  he  thought  that  Ireland  was 
equally  vulnerable  as  any  part  of  G.  Bri- 
tain. This  was,  therefore,  an  additional 
teason  with  his  Lordship  for  objecting  to 
the  present  bill,  because  he  considered 
that  it  tended  to  do  injustice  to  Ireland, 
by  withdrawing  from  her  shores  those 
hative  forces  to  which  she  looked  with  con- 
fidence in  the  hour  of  danger. 

Lord  Egremont  came  to  the  House  pre- 
pared to,  vote  for  the  bill,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  service  was  to  be  reciprocal ; 
but  as  this  reciprocity  had  been  disclaimed, 
be  felt  himself  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

Lord  Grenville  argued  strongly  in  oppo- 
isitioa  to  the  bill.  He  insisted  that  there 
was  DO  necessity  for  it,  either  for  the  se- 
turity  of  this  country,  or,  as  some  noble 
Lords  had  Argued,  fot  the  better  consoli- 
dation of  the  union  between  G.  Britain 
and  Ireland.  He  considered  the  present 
measure  as  connected  with  the  important 
question,  whether  there  should  be  a  reci- 
procity of  services  between  the  militias  of 
the  two  countries  ?  bis  Lordship  said  he 
disliked  this  indirect  way  of  bringing  for- 
ward this  subject ;  but  if  ever  it  were  made 
a  distinct  proposition,  he  promised  noble 
Lords  that  he  would  pay  to  it  all  that  at- 
tention which  its  importance  deserved.  At 
ptfiseoXt  he  should  only  observe  the  re- 
Qnnmendation  which  had  beea  noticed  in 
'teour^of  such  reciprocity  from  the  ^xam* 
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pie  of  the  unioii  between  England  and  Scot* 
land  ;  but  it  was  to  be  considered,  that  if 
was  many  years  after  that  union  before 
any  militia  had  been  established  for  Scot* 
land,  and  even  then,  it  was  not  judged 
expedient  to  enact  that  the  Scotch  mil^ 
tia  should  be  liable  to  serve  out  of  Scot« 
land.  His  Lordship  denied  that  thismea^ 
sure  would  extend  the  disposeable  force  of 
the  country,*  as  it  only  went  to  bring  for- 
ward  one  limited  force  to  supply  another 
of  the  same  description.  He  also  objected 
to  it  on  the  ground  of  its  giving  counter 
nance  to  military  deliberative  bodies;  a 
principle  this,  which,  in  its  consequences, 
endangered  the  subversion  of  the  constii» 
tution.  He  would  admit,  that  cases  might 
arise  which  would  justify  the  violation  of 
this  principle ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
necessaxy  to  allow  of  such  violation  at  the 
present  period.  His  Lordship  then  pro- 
ceeded to  take  notice  of  the  censure  which 
had  been  passed  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lime- 
rick) on  a  late  meeting  of  the  I^rds  Lieu- 
tenant9  and  militia  officers  of  England^ 
being  members  of  parliament.  He  thought 
that  their  convening  together  and  delibe- 
ratipg  on  the  effects  of  a  measure  pending 
in  parliament,  so  fir  from  deserving  cen- 
sure, was  really  doing  no  'more  than  what 
was  strictly  within  the  line  of  their  duty. 
His  Lordship  said,  as  he  could  see  no 
necessity  for  the  present  measure,  the  only 
question  on  which  it  could  be  fairly  argued 
was,  as  to  the  expediency  of  bringing  over 
10,000  men  from  Ireland  into  this  coun- 
try ;  and  he  argued  that  it  was  a  measure 
founded  on  a  mistaken  policy,  as  such  an 
effective  body  of  men  could  not  easily  be 
replaced  in  Ireland,  and  it  went  merely  to 
weaken  the  garrison  of  Ireland  in  order  lo 
strengthen  the  garrison  of  this  country. 
By  so  doing,  Ireland,  he  thought  would 
have  a  right  to  complain.  His  Lordship 
concluded  with  lamenting  the  attack  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  (Lord  Redesdale)  on  the  Catholics 
of  that  country,  inasmuch  as  it  tended  to 
increase  the  disaffection  of  that  body,  and 
appeared  to  be  peculiarly  ill  timed  and 
unconciliating ;  more  especially  when  it 
was  recollected  that  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  Irish  militia  regiments  who  had 
volunteered  their  services,  consisted  of 
that  religious,  description  of  persons. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  disclaimed  all  inten- 
tion, on  the  part  of  administration,  to 
bring  forward  indirectly  the  subject  of  a 
jTttciprocity  of  services  between  the  militias  < 
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,  tt  thiB  tWo  couhtrics.  At  thfe  lame  tirrte 
fte  felt  no  hesitatibn  in  saying,  that  the  ; 
hearer  they  could  practicdlly  kptjroach  t6 
that  prihctple,  the  more  consentaneous 
Wuld  it  be,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  union  bet\vefen  the  two 
cbuntriei  was  founded.  At  the  same  time, 
life  was  fully  St'nsiblc,  that  however  dc- 
iitable  such  a  measure  was,  theoretically 
considered,  this  was  not  thfe  proper  time 
^for  attempting  to  brine  it  forward,  a^  hie 
Vas  aware  that  it  would  tend  to  tevolt  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  of  thii  Country. 
He  thought  it  rather  extraordindry,  that 
«o  many  noble  Xdrds  should  ha\-e  consi- 
dered the  offer  made  by  several  rtilitla 
regiments  of  Ireland  as  a  dangerous  deli* 
beration  of  armed  bodies;  and  should 
have  made  so  senous  an  objection  to  these 
bfiers  upon  this  ground.  Circumstances 
might  arise  which  Would  rehder  such  deli- 
berate offers  unavoidable  and  necfessarjr; 
and  they  hid  actually  bccurred,  without 
involving  any  inconvenience  or  danger,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  war.  His  L-^rdship 
instanced,  in  the  case  of  the  troops  that 
volunteered  their  services  to  Portugal,  and 
,  t)ther  Irish  regiments  that  hid  been  raised 
on  the  express  condition,  that  their  ser- 
vices were  not  to  extend  beyofid  Europe, 
t^ho  had  volunteered  their  services  to 
Africa,  and  who  had  afterwkrds  actjuired 
io  much  honour  to  themselves  by  the  vic- 
tories' which  they  obtained  in  Egypt.— Hi^ 
Lordship  then  adverted  to  the  late  meethi^ 
of  the  Lords  Lieutenants  dnd  ofTiters  of 
tiiilitia  regiments  who  had  -piiblifehcd  the 
i-esolutions  ^v'hichthey  *ame  to  in  thfe  pub. 
tic  papers.  With  eVery  degree  df  Irespect 
^nd  deference  which  lie  entertained  for  the 
Individuals  composing  that  meeting,  yet, 
Vrhen  he  viewed  them  as  convened  in  a  de- 
liberate capacity,  canvassing  the  deHbera- 
'tions  of  parliamfent  on  a  subject  of  great 
national  irftportance,  he  must  faidy  say, 
that  they  appeared  to  him  to  have  actfed 
Wong,  and,  without  wishing  to  give  of- 
fence, to  declare  his  opinion,  that  they 
!had  been  misled  in  judgment,  more  parti- 
cularly as  they  seemed  to  hkve  assembled 
together  as  a  military  body,  the  officers 
"convened  with  the  lords  lieu  tenant^;  being 
colonels  of  militia  regiments. — His  Lord- 
ship then  reciirred  to  the  meiasure  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  which  he  de- 
Tended  as  one  of  all  others  the  most  feasy 
in.  ej^ecution;  promoting  an  increase  of 
%rce  in  the  inost  expeditious  and  least  ex- 
"pehsive '  iniUflcr,'  "teiftg '  Co'tofectrt'  ^rttfc 


other  c6lhtera  measte-es  for  liaising  an  hi- 
crease  of  the  ihrlitary  fbrcc  in  Ireland. 
He  denied  therefore  timt  the  objection  wa* 
well  fotirtded,  Which fhe  noble  Lord  (Orfeft- 
ville)  hLid  made  usfe  of,  that  h  wouM 
weaken  thfe  garrisons^of  Ireland,  inastffoch 
as  it  'Cvis  n<Vtnieant  thM  this  measure,  i^efft 
it  to  pass  into  a  law,  feholild  tje  imme- 
diately aciedupon;  but  only  that  his  Ma- 
jesty should  be  emfjowerfed  so  to  do,  wheti 
crrcumfetancfefe  ^roM  which  might  appear  id 
render  it  expedient  and  neces^aty.  Hb 
aniwefed,  th^  the  noblfe  Lord's  bbjectVon 
would  fee  doing  injustice  to  Irbkhd.  H6 
was  persdaded  thfe  people  of  that  C6uhti^ 
would  not  consider  it  in  that  pdiiit  of 
view.  She  h&d  jllteady  fexperi^uccd  the 
benefits  which  h?td  accrvJfed  to  her  frotli  the 
fbrmer  dflfcr  of  English  militia  reglmehts 
t6  assist  in  quelling  the  rebclli6t>  ^hich 
raged  in  thsct  cotintry ;  *Un  olfi&r  this,  i»hich, 
he  vfeHly  bi^lifeved,  h^d  tended  in  its  ccJft- 
sfecjuencBs  to'th^salvatioiTbf  Irfel^nd. 

The  Earl  of  Jiomney  l-osfe  tb  ffe^el  tti* 
attack  \thrch  had  been  made  by  h  hbble 
L6rd  upon  the  late  mfeeting  bf  thfe  lord* 
lieutenants  and  officers  of  ihilltia  regi- 
ments. He  said  he  had  the  honoul*  of 
being  one,  who  in  the  fonrier  capacity,  had 
attended  this  meeting,  ^ivhich  had  drawA 
upon  it  the  sfevcrity  of  hils  Lordship/^  ajii- 
ihUd version.  He  Saw  nothibg  culpable  ia 
their  proceedings.  He  s^^s  sure  they  were 
actuated  by  the  purest  motives.  He  thought 
it  was  fitting' for  bfficers  cofnmandlng  mili- 
tia regiments,  and  holding  places  in  par- 
liament, to  tneet  together,  and  consider 
the  tendency  of  measures  brought  fohvard 
in  parliament,  and  whith  tended  to  en- 
trench upon  the  original  principles  on 
which  their  constitution  was  farmed.  His 
Lordship  then  went  into  an  hfstpricil  de- 
tail of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  original 
establishment  of  the  militia,  and  concTuded 
\Vith  declaring,  that  much  as  he  was  in- 
clined to  support  every  measure  tending 
to  invigorate  ancl  increase '  the  military 
strength  bf  the  country,  and  highly  as  tib 
deemed  himself  honoured  by  his  Majesty 
in  being  appointed  a  lord  lieut.,  he  would 
s'ocyner  throw  up  his  appointiiient  than  be 
deteri*ed  from  acting  up  to  the  best  of  hts 
judgment,  t^  an  irictependent  member  of 
parliament.  ,         " 

'  Lbrd  Hoicfcesbury  assured  Ihe    hobfe 
Lt>rd,  that  he  meant  nothing  disre^ectful  ^ 
to  his  Lordship^  in  any  remarks  he  had 
made  respecting  a  late  meeting  of  the 
Cblbh^'  df^e£]S^h  ii^ilitia  re^^Dtfl^ 
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nor  to  any  iodi  vidual  pQq]ypQ$iQg  (It^t  body ; 
^t  the  same  tiixie>  he  my$t  adU^re  to  the 
opinioQ  already  given,  a3  to  the  de^l^ 
rative  meetings  of  cploiels  of  militia  re- 
giments holding  and  publisbiug  their  opi- 
uions  in  a  manner  calculated  to  overawe 
the  parliament,  as  to  a  mea^ur^  ^uder 
their  mature  deliberation.  In  this  part  of 
their  conduct,  and  iu  lending  tbe  aid  of 
their  names  to  a  meeting  held,  and  to  re- 
solutions published  in  their  name,  he  must 
repeat  it,  that,  according  to  consiitutional 
principles,-  m  ^his  opinion,  they  were 
chargeable  with  an  error  of  judgn^ent. 

Lord  Carnarvon  also  defended  the  con- 
duct of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who 
composed  that  meeting;  if  they  had  been 

tuilty  of  an  error  in  deliberating,  it  was 
Ministers  who  led  them  into  that  error, 
by  inviting  deliberations  amopg  the  sol- 
diers which  composed  those  militia  regi- 
ments who  now  otfered  their  services,-— The 
question  being  called  for,. the  liouge  divid- 
ed, when  there  appeared. 

Contents     ^     J7 
Noa  Contents   49 

Majority    -    28 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  tinie  accord- 
ingly; aliter  which  the  House  adjourned. 


List  of  the 

puke  of  Norfolk 
Duke  of  Beaufort 
Duke  of  Bedford 
puke  of  Devonihitie 
Duke  of  Montrosp 
Duke  qf  Leinster 
Iflarquiy  of  SufTord 
£arl  of  Derby 
E«rl  of  Bridf^water 
EarlofTha^iet 
Carl  of  Essex 
Earl  of  Carlisle 
Harl  of  Albemarle 
Earl  Chplmondelej 
Earl  Cow|)er 
£art  FitzwjlUam 
E^ri  of  ^gremont 
Earl  Spr  Acer 
Evl  of  Leicestkt 
Earl  Talbot 
I'arl  Camden 
^arl  Fortescue 
Earl  of  MansfieM 
Earl  of  Camacvoa 


Minority.   . 

Earl  of  Rowniey 

Earl  of  Be$borough 

Earl  Damley 

Earl  of  Abo/ne 

Earl  o(  Carysfort 

Lord  Viscount  Maynard    . 

Lord  ViscoMxit  Lowthcr 

Lord  Viscount  Downe 

Lord  King 

I^rd  Brown!  ow 

Lord  Harro^by 

Lord  HUiot' 

Lord  K^ringdon 

Lord  Kenyon 

Lord*Braybro9kp 

Lord  Grcnville 

Lord  Dundas 

Lord  Varboroujh 

Lord'Carringtoa 

Lord  GlasionbMry 

Lord  Minto 

Lord  Lilford 

Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln 

Lord  Bisii.  of  Peterborough 


UOV8R  X)F  C9HMONS, 

Tkursdun^  April  19. 

T>ii8  day  being  fixed  for  a  ballot  on  the 
petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
and  return'  for  tlie  borough  cif  llchester,  in 
Somersetshire-,  the  Speaker,  at  loor  o'clock,* 


QQUQt^  tbe  I:{ou^,  wh«n  there  being  fiO^ 
mpve  thap  57  members  present,  the  Hous^ 
was  of  cour3e  acy^tur^^d  to  to-morrow. 

IfOU^^  OF  LOEDS. 
Friday f  y^nVSO. 

]:lRISn^|lLITIAAUGMENTATI0NBlLL.3 

— Lord  Huwkeshury  observed,  that  it  wa^ 
rather  beyond  thd  usual  hour  at  which  it 
was  generally  understood  the  public  busi- 
ness should  commence;  and,  therefore, 
although  h'e  did  not  wislr  to  hurry  any 
noble  Lord,  yho  might  wish  tp  deliver  hi^ 
opinion  on  the  bill  before  the  House,  yet 
he  would  submit  it  to  the  consideration  o£ 
noble  Lords,  wbether  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  proceed.  For  himself,  he  always 
inade  4t  a  rule  to  attend  at  five  o'clock, 
which  he  understood  to  be  the  time  fixed, 
for  proceeding. — After  a  few  woras  froni 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earls  Spencer  ^4 
Romney,  in  which  it  was  observed,  that 
it  was  a  mark  of  deference  due  to  the  exe- 
cutive govt.,  to  attend  at  the  hour  at 
which  it  was  understood  that  the  disius^ 
sion  of  any  measure  brousht  forward  ty 
them  should  take  place,  '      '. 

Lord  Hphqrt  rose,  apd 'stated,  that  j| 
was  not  his  intehtipii  to  enter  much  upou 
the  merits  of  the  measure  recomoiended^ 
and  to  be  provided  for  by  the  bill,  whicl^ 
he  intended  tp  move  should  i>e  nO^  read  a 
second  time.  The  question  had,^  in  a  great 
measure^  been  disposed  of  by  the  argu^ 
ments  that  bad  been  urged  la^t  night,  and 
he  would  only  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  of  those  which  he  conceived  to  be 
most  material.  ^  It  had  been  much  objecte4 
to  the  measure,  when  under  discussion  iq 
another  place,  that  it  would  not  add  to  thq  * 
disposeable  force  of  the  country.  Fron^ 
this  he  rnust  beg  leave  to  dissent ;  for,  air- 
though  certainly  the  J0,000  Irisli  militii 
that  were  tp  be  raised,  were  not  of  that 
description  of  force  that  would  be  subject 
to  be  sent  upon  ordinary  military  service, 
yet  they  might  be  consitfered,  to  a  certain 
extent,  as  a  disposeable  force,  inasmuch 
as  they  might  enable  his  Majesty  to  detacU 
ap  equal  number  of  tbe  regular  forcQ 
wherever  it  may  be  necessar>'«  With  rerv 
spect  to  any  opposition  that  the  bill  maj 
meet  with,*  although  it  was  in  all  respects 
.of  the  same  precise  tehor  .with  a  similar 
measure  brought  forward'  by  tlie  late  ad* 
ministration,  he  could  not  expect;  on  that 
account,  that  it  would.be  found  less  pbiec- 
tioi?able,  particularly  ^by  a  noble  .Lord 
(Grenville^'  on  im  opposite  bench.     He 
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could  perceive  a  fixed  disposition  in  that 
noble  Lord  to  decry  those  rheasures  of  the 
present  govt,  which  bore  the  grea,test  affi- 
nity to  the  measures  of  that  govt,  in  which 
he  filled  a  distinguiighed  place,  Although 
that  noble  Lord  had  fQrmerly  sanctioned 
aitnilar  measures,  and  supported  them 
with  all  his  acknowledged  ability,  yet  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  Ijeing  intro- 
duced by  the  present  n^inisters,  was  suffi- 
cient to  induce  him  to  condemn  them  as 
absurd,  puerile,  ai^d  inefficient.  It  would 
fee  for  the  noble  Lord  to  estt^blish  his  con- 
sistency, but  he  professed  he  could  not 
discover  upon  wha^  principle  of  that  kind 
the  noble  Lord  could  now  reprobate  those 
measures  he*  but  a  very  few  years  ago  ap- 
proved. He  wjshed,  however,  noble  Lords 
to  understated,  that  measures  are  now  pur- 
suing tQ  augment  the  .disposeable  force  tp 
the  amount  of  25,000  more  than  at  pre. 
sent;  consequently  it  would  be  seen  that 

fovt.  are  not  inattentive  to  their  duty, 
'he  noble  Lord  adverted  tp  the  observa- 
tions which  had  b^en  made  the  preceding 
evening,  respecting  the  correspondence 
^^arrjed  on  by'  9.  noble  Lord  (Redesdale) 
\p>  Ireland,  and  observed  that  he  had  ne- 
ver, before  that  evening,  conceived  XhoX 
private  correspondence  ought  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  public  avowal  oi*  disavowal 
on  the  part  of  govt.  He  would  uQt  d^- 
t&in  the  House  longer,  l^t  n^ove,  that 
the  bill  befqre  thein  be  I'ead  a  second 
tinie. 

JRarl  Spencer  professed,  that  his  objec- 
tion to  this  measure  did  not  originate  in 
f|.ny  opinion  which  he  might  have  formed 
on  the  letters  alluded  to  by  the  noble. Sec. 
of  State.  With  respect  to  the  principle 
of  the  measure,  he  must  pondetpn  it  alto- 
gether. It  was  ii^ipolitiq,  at  the  pr^seqt 
inon^ent,  tq  take  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
force  as  10,0(>p  frotp  the  defence  of  Ir^^ 
landf  He  ipust  also  cpntend,  that  it  was 
impolitic  and  i^nwise  tp  make  such  an  ad- 
dftiofi"  for  limited  service  o|ily,  We  ought 
to  add  to  our  d|sposeable  fpi'ce,  and  there- 
fore he  would  recommejid,  th^t  instead  of 
increasing  the  militia  of  Ireland,  at  the 
rate  pf  4  guineas  per  man  bounty,  he  would 
advise  n^inisters  to  give  even  the  bounty  of 
io  guineas  fpr  ai>  equal  number  for  general 
service,  The  noble  pari  was  happy  to 
congratulate  tlje  House  upon  what  they 
had  just  heard  froo;  the  noble  Sec.  of 
State,  namely,  that  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  augment  the  disposeafele  force;  but 
be  couM  not  h^lp  observing^   that  thp 


whole  of  the  measures  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration were  dalculated  to  thwart  and 
cross  each  other.  He'  concluded  with 
giving  his  decided  negative  to  the  motion 
for  the  second  redding. 

Lord  Gnnville  would  not  enter  into  any 
length  of  discussion  on  this  day,  s^  many 
noble  Lords,  beside  himself,  were  much 
fatigued  from  the  length  which  the  debate 
of  the  preceding  evening  had  taken.  He 
wished  it,  however,  to  be  understood,  that 
it  was  not  because  his  opinions  were 
chariged.  He  should  take  another  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  measure,  and 
would  not  suffer  any  observations  whicl^ 
might  be  made  by  noble  Lords  opposite, 
respecting  the  acts  which  had  passed  dur- 
ing the  time  in  which  he  formed  a  part  of 
the  administration,  from  giving  his  decide^ 
opposition  to  a  measure,'  which  he  consi- 
dered as  one  of  the  most  weak,  pitiable, 
and  puerile  measures  which  have  disgraced 
the  present  ministry.  Whatever  migh^ 
have  been  the  construction  of  the  acts  to 
which  the  allusion  had  been  made,  the 
House  would  recollect  the  difference  of 
situation  in  whjch  the  country  is  placed  at 
the  present  period,  and  at  the  time  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded.  If 
ministers  could  not  discriminate,  the  House 
and  the  country  would ;  and  nothing  should 
deter  him  from  delivering  his  sentiment* 
openly  ^d  fairly,  as  an  honest  member  of 
Parliament.  He  trusted  that  proper  noitica 
would  be  given  of  the  next  stages  of  the 
bill,  as  many  noble  Lord^  ^ot  present 
widied  to  discuss  it. 

Tl^e  Lord  Chancellor  acknowledged,  that 
he  was  never  more  surprised,  than  at  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  Baron,  that  he 
would  not  debate  the  principle  of  the  bill 
at  present.  When  that  noble  Lord,  on 
the  preceding  evening,  with  all  the  gravity 
that  belonged  to  him,  declared,  when  it 
was  proposed  to  read  the  bill  a  second 
time,  that  he  had  more  objections  to  make 
to  it  than  tp  the  bill  which  they  had  then 
debated,  he  really  thought  tliat  the  House 
had  a  right  fp  expert  that  he  would  come 
do^yn  prepared  tp  state  those  objections. 
Hq  assured  the  noble  Lord,  that  his  Mat 
jcst/s  ministers  were  not  afraid  to  meet 
him  and  his  friends,  whenever  they  chosei 
in  defending  any  of  theiy  measures,  weak^ 
puerile,  and  what  not,  as  he  had  described 
theni.  J^e  hoped,  however,  that  wllen  the 
noble  Lord  considered  that  the  measure* 
which  he  was  now  objecting  to,  and  cha- 
racterizing by  suct^  epitl^etS|  we^e  similar 
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to,  though  infinitely  better  than  those 
which  he  himself  had  introduced,  that  he 
would  cease  to  speak  of  them  in  such 
terms.  He  was  sorry  to  think  that  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  n-ieads  felt  so  much 
indisposed  after  their  last  night's  fatigue, 
lie  could  assure  him,  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  fully  .prepared  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion.  They  felt  within 
them  all  the  strength  and  spirits  of  giants 
refreshed,  and  they  challenged  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  contest.  He,  ioir  one,  was 
prepared  to  defend  the  present  measure, 
which,  in  common  with  all  the  other  mea- 
sures of  the  present  ministers,  were  branded 
by  his  noble  friend  (he  hoped  he  would 
allow  him  to  call  him  so  now,  he  hopec^  he 
should  call  him  so  when  all  the  nonsense 
of  politics  was  over)  with  the  epithets  of 
weak,  pitiable,  and  he  knew  not  what. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  discussion 
should  be  delayed,  unless  the  noble  Lord 
did  not  feel  himself  so  confident  at  this 
moment  as  he  appeared  to  be  last  night. 
•  Lord  Grenville  did  not  wish  to  discon- 
cert the  good  humour  of  the  noble  and 
learned  L^rd.  If,  as  he  had  declared,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  felt  like  "  giants  re- 
freshed," he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord, 
that  those  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
with  him  did  not  feel,  from  any  thing  that 
had  lately  occurred  in  that  House,  that 
they  had  ^ny  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
had  been  discomfited.  But  really  the 
cause  why  he  wished  to  postpone  the  dis- 
cussion was,  that  many  noble  Lords,  to 
whom  it  was  impossible  to  attend  on  this 
evening,  were  anxious  to  be  present  when 
the  principle  should  be  debated,  and  it 
was  bis  wish  to  accommodate  them.  As 
that  might  as  well  be  done  on  the  consi- 
deration of  the  report,  or  on  the  third 
jading,  he  saw  no  absolute  necessity  for 
pressing  it  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bill. 
r-rThe  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday.— ^The  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Irish  Militia  Offer  Bill. 

[laiSIf     MJLITIA     OFFER    BILL.]— The 

Bishop  of  St,  Asaph  observed,  that  many 
of  the  persons  cpming  here  as  Irish  mili- 
tiamen might  be  in  a  situation  of  great 
difficulty,  concerning  which  he  would  ex- 

Kiss  his  fe^rs  to  the  noble  and  learned 
rds  near  hin>.  By  t^n  act  of  the  Irish 
Parliament,  Roman  Catholics  serving  in 
the  militia  were  relieved  from  the  re- 
straints and  penalties  of  the  law  against 
i^   lion^aq   CathplicSt    ^^t  when  they 


should  come  to  this  country,  would  th^ 
not  be  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  act 
of  the  1st  of  George  I.  ?  The  restraints 
and  penalties  of  that  act  were  these :  in« 
capacity  to  be  guardians  to  their  own  chil- 
dren ;  to  be  executors  or  administrators ; 
to  sue  in  courts  of  justice ;  and  a  penalty 
of  5001.  and  imprisonment.  Besides  this^ 
would  they  not  also  be  subj^t  to  the 
penalties  for  not  taking  the  test  ?  Numbers 
of  the  privates,  and  many  of  the  officers 
in  the  Irish  militia, .were  Roman  Callkolics; 
and  these  penalties  extended  to  privates 
as  well  as  officers,  by 'the  1st  of  Geo.  I« 
It  was  certainly,  not  right  that  these  per- 
sons, who  had  so  gallantly  volunteered 
their  services,  should  be  in  this  unex- 
pected situation ;  and  if  he  were  not  mis* 
taken  in  his  idea,  some  clause  ought  to  be 
framed  to  provide  an  express  remedy. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  complained  a  little 
of  the  suddenness  of  the  objection.  He 
conceived,  however,  that  ti^  plain  and 
necessary  construction  of  the  present  bill 
was,  that  the  King  being  enabled  to  accept 
the  services  of  the  Irish  militia  regim^ntSy 
he  must  accept  them  such  as  they  were, 
with  such  privileges  as  the  law  of  Ireland, 
guaranteed  by  the  Union,  had  granted 
them.  He  therefore  conceived  that  any 
clause  to  grant  the  privileges  and  exemp« 
tions  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  Irish 
militia,  when  here,  would  be  superfluous. 

Earl  FitzwiUiam  thought  the  objection 
of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  most  importlmt* 
He  saw  £l  further  difficulty :  suppose  offi- 
cers in  the  Irish  militia  to  be  raised  in 
rank,  were  they,  on  receiving  their  new 
commissions,  to  qualify?  WiS  respect  to 
the  construction  of  the  bill  given  by  the 
learned  Lord,  he  felt  great  doubts. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  what  was  law 
could  only  be  determined  in  the  courts  of 
justice,  and  it  was  not  for  him  to  say  how 
they  might  decide;  but  he  believed  he 
had  given  the  true  construction  of  the 
bill. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  if  tho.  question 
was  brought  before  him  in  the  court  where 
he  presided,  he  should  determine  the  con-- 
structibn  to  be,  that  the  Irish  militia 
coming  into  this  part  of  the  realm,  under 
its  authority,  would  come  with  all  the 
privileges  and  exemptions  they  enjoyed  as 
militia  in  Ireland.  It  would  be  a  harsh 
construction,  indeed,  to  say,  that  they 
would  be  subject  to  restraints  and  penalties 
for  an  act  which,  though  partly  their  own 
deedy  yet  must  eventually  be  coostdered  as 
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||)9t  9f  tixe  legid^tqre  and  bis  M^esty's 
gpvt. 

,  Ixrd  Graiviik  said,  after  wbat.had  been 
s^id  by  tlie  learned  Lord  who  spoke  last. 
Jus  janijad  w^s  perfectly  gatisfied  as  to  the 
few  on  the  question;  yet  he  thought  it 
|)niderit»  to  all^y  auy  fears  in  the  persons 
coocerned,  that  au.  express  clause  should 
<JecIarfi  it.     " 

The  Lord  Chancellor  objected  to  such  a 
•clause;  a9»  in  providing  for  that  objection, 
H  woiijd  point  out  many  others,  if  the  ge- 
neral words  of  tfie  law  were  not  theju- 
srive?  e  remedy, ywhich  such  clause  would 
confess  to  be  the  case. 

ItOjrd  Ellenbarough  said,  he  bad  drawn 
Up  a  clause,  which  he  would  now  suggest, 
tk»  he  might  not  be  present  when  it  should 
te  introduced:  this  clause  provided  t^at 
the  I^rish  militia  should  be  exempt  from  all 
Restraints  and  penalties,  in  like  manner  as 
they  were  in  Ireland, 

t-ord  Hawkesbury  objected  to  tke  intro- 
jjuction  of  sdch  9.  clause  as  unnecesseiry. 
]But  he  thought  it  would  be  right  to  adjourn 
the  farther  consideration  of  this  subject  to 
%  subsequent  stage  of  the  bill,  when  their 
iordsbipe  might  be  prepared  to  decide  on 
|he  quf^stion,  which  bad  come  rather  sud- 
denly upon  them, — Son^e  verbal  amende 
ments  were  made  in  the  bill;  and  th^ 
Jlouse  being  resumed,  the  report  was  orr 
dered  to  be  received  on  Monday  next.— 
/Li^om-ned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE    OV   COMMONS* 

Friday,  ^April  20. 

,  [Minutes. J — The  House  met  pursuant 
;to  adjjOurmnent^  ajod  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  cojmmittee  to  try  the  merits  of  tlie 
f  etitioDs  complaimng  qi  an  undue  election 
j9Jid  return  for  the  boroiugli  of  Ilchester.— 
^r,  ilose  Duoved,  thft  there  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  an  account  of  the  produce 
fiS  all  the  permanent  ta^es  in  the  years 
ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1803,  and  the  5th 
Jan.  ISO4,.  distinguishing  those  which  had 
J>ee»  imposed  previous  to  the  yea.r  1793, 
and  tbose  laid  on  since;  also  di3tinguisli- 
ing  the  amount  of  the  clutie;iB  which  bad 
ito&a,  postponed  px;evious  to  the  ^h  of 
Jan.  lio3,  and  were  veceived  in  the  course 
i?f  l&OS;  aiso,  tj^  .amou,nt  of  tbe  duties 
|io&tpone4  previous  to  the  5th  of  ,lau. 
.JSQ4,  which  had  be^  received  in  1^ 
course  of  tbe  ■pre$ent  year,  likewisie  shew- 
ing tlie,  diiiqinution  of  ^le  Tev^me  in  pay- 
ment of  ^rn  :boHnti^. .  Qifj§reU»^Mr. 


Sec.  Yoxke  moved,  that  the  ^iOrds*  amend-i 
ments  to  the  Volunteer  Bill  should  bt 
takeii'into  consideration  on  Monday  next, 
— Lord  Portches^et  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  Friday  next,  bring  forward  ^ 
inotion  relative  to  the  orders  se.nt  to  the 
settlements  in  India,  for  the  purpose  of 
detaini^  French  vessels  on  the  occa^ioQ 
of  tlie  war.-T-Mr.  Fox  also  gave  notice  of 
a  motion  for  an  account  of  the  transport^ 
that  had  been  taken  up  for  bnngii^  over, 
thie  Hanoverian  troops,  for  the  same  day, 
—The  House  went  mto  a  coipmittee  01^ 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  act  for  making  an  inland 
navigation  between  Inverness  and  For^ 
William,  in  Scotland.  The  committer 
came  to  a  resolution,  that  a  bill  should  b^ 
brought  in  for  making  a  further  provision 
for  making  and  maintaining  the  said  navit 
gation.  The  House  being  resun^ed,  l-he 
report  was  /brought  up,  the  resolutioi^ 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  accofdingly, 
—The  Chancellor  of' the  Exchequer  gavi^ 
notice,  that  in  the  committee  of  supply 
on  Monday,  he  should  move  a  grant  fo^" 
making  a  provision  for  that  purpose. — Mr. 
Kinnaird  moved^  that  there  be  laid  before 
tbe  House  an  account  of  the  dates  of  all 
dispatches  sent  put  by  the  secret  commitr 
tee  of  the  East  India  Company,  to^  the 
diffei'ent  .presidencies  in  India,  from  th« 
8th  of  March,  the  day  of  bis  lilajesty'f 
message,  till  the  rupture  with  Fr^^ice.  Orr 
dered. — Mr.  Kinnaird  gave  notice,  thaf 
on  Monday  he  should  move  an  humbly 
addre^  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  bia 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  tq 
Older  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  list  of 
all  ofl&cers  on  half  pay. 

[Wak  in  India.]— ^^r,  Kinnakd  rose 
to  make  a. motion  for  papers,  tp  whici^ 
from  what  !had  taken  place  yesterday  i^ 
another  part  of  the  le^slature,  he  did  no^ 
suppose  there  would  be  any  objection. 
The  ground  on  which  he  rested  his  motio^ 
w^  tlie  notoriety  of  certain  facts,  an^ 
the  right  the  Houjse  had  to  expect  ofiiciajl 
information  on  a  sujbject  of  such  impprt-* 
ance.  The  object  of  his  motiop  was  t^ 
have  laid  before  the  Hou^e  copies  of  ib^ 
dispatches  which  hud  been  sent  by  hia 
Majesty's  govt,  to  the  different  presidencies 
in  India,  and  the  commanding  offic^r^ 
tb^re,  as  well  as  to  the.  governor  pf  ihp 
island  of  St.  Helena,  on  his  M>yest;y> 
.nnessa^  of  March  and  May  last.  Tbf 
niessage  oi  the  &^th  of  March  had  bee$^ 
kfiH9W¥^at  C^cMtta^  e^ly  a$  the  ^tb.^f 
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Jtth^,  though  fK>  olBeial  acconni:  bad 
reached  it  till  the  5th  of  July.  Ovt  the 
15th  of  June  a  Frenc^h  fl-igale  ariivrfd  with 
tod  landed  troops  at  Pondichert-y;  on 
the  13th  Linois  arrived  there,  but  on  the 
I4th  a  corvette  reached  him  With  dis* 
tifaftches,  in  cohsfetjifertce  of  xvhich  he  cut 
m  cables  in  the  night,  and  escaped.  The 
hon.  member  then  adv^fted  to  the  diffeient 

feriods  at  which  the  diffb^ent  presidencies 
ad  been  made  acquainted  with  the  rup- 
ture, and  contended,  that  if  (he  facts  he 
Stated  <iould  not  bfe  controverted,  they 
%ere  a  prodf  of  grdss  and  criminal  neglect 
on  the  part  of  his '  Majesty's  ministers. 
As  to  St.  rielenla,  no  dispatches  whatever 
had  b^fen  sent  by  govt,  to  that  island,  and 
the  first  intimation  of  the  rupture  Was  re- 
beived  there  in  the  month  t)f  Oct.  from  dn 
English  frrgnte,  which  carried  a  prize  (hi- 
thfer.  He  hopfed  his  Majesty's  ministers 
fctmld  prove  that  eVery  tiecess«ry  precau- 
tion had  been  tdken  to  secilre  our  posses- 
Sttons  in  that  quarter,  and  that  if  any  mis- 
fortune were  to  be  the  Consequence  of  the 
csdipe  of  Linoi3,  it  would  not  be  attribu- 
table to  their  neglect.  The  hon.  gent. 
tfefeti  moved,  that  an  humble  address  be 

rjented  to  his  Majesty,  retjuesting  that 
would  bt  graciously  pleased  to  give 
dhections,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  copies  of  all  the  disjiatches  sent  to 
the  different  presidencies  In  India,  and  the 
bflicers'  commanding'  by  land  and  sea 
fcere,  communicating  his  Majesty's  mes- 
sage of  the  8th  of  March;  also,  of  the 
dispatches  to  the  sitoe,  communicating 
the  rupture  with  France ;  also,  an  account 
bf  the  dates  of  the  receipts  of  said  dis- 
patches respectively;  also,  copies  of  the 
dispatches  to  the  governor  of  the  island  of 
St.  Helena,  communicating  the  message 
of  the  8th  of  March,  atid  the  ropture, 
*iA  an  account  of  the  dates  of  their 
^eipt. 

Lord  Cttsthrtagh  said,  he  had  no  ^bbjec- 
tidn  to  the  production  of  the  papers;  if 
fee  conld  feel  any,  it  was  only  that  they 
idid  not  go  far  enough.  As  to  the  circum- 
itance  dluded  to  by  the  hon.  member, 
'^ich  hstd  talcen  pMce  hi  another  House, 
lie  could  assure  him  that  there  wouH  have 
Venno  objection  in  that  quarter,  if  the 
tnotion  had  been  brought  forward  after  a 
tegular  notice.  The  noble  Lord  then 
stated,  thit  distinct  and  positive  dis- 
patches had  been  sent  out  by  his  Majesty'^ 
ImnfetCrs;  andi)y'the  secret  committee  at 
the  India  House,  to  the  different  presi- 


dencies, and  to  the  bfflcefsi  commiii(Kii^ 
In  liHlia,  both  on  his  Majesfj^s  message  kl 
March  and  May.— The  motions  were  then 
agreed  to. 

[Army  of  RE^RRVfe  l&uST^fi!fiS«>f< 
BiLL.}-^Mr,  Secret arp  Yotke  moved  tine 
order  Of  the  day  for  the  House  to  tesdlv^ 
itself  mto  a  committee  off  the  whole  Hou^ 
f)n  the  Army  of  Reserve  Suspension  BflL 
The  order  bi?ing  read,  the  right  hon.  getJt, 
said,  that  when  he  had  the  honour  of  pro* 
posing  to  the  House  this  bill,  he  was  tjot 
dware  that  he  should  be  under  the  uec<nu 
sity  of  postponing  the  consideration  of  it, 
as  he  w^  now  about  to  propose.  ThA 
clauses,  which  lie  felt  it  his  duty  to  sdb* 
mit,  were  hot  ready  this  day;  and  .iti 
Wednesday  next  was  understood  ta  be  ^ 
open  day,  he  should  hope  the  right  hott* 
gent.  (Mr,  Pitt)  wt>uld  have  no  objectloA 
to  this  question  being  postponed  ttntil 
Wednesday  next,  and  ihe  committee  of 
Ways  and  means  might  be  deferred  tmtii 
Friday.  He  tlierefore  now  moved,  that 
the  House  do,  on  Wednesday  next,  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  heard  this  nMtloA 
with  some  sul^rise.  An  hon.  friend  of  hi& 
gave  notice,  that  it  was  his  wi^,  befoi* 
the  House  went  into  a  committee  on  thift 
bill,  to  take  an  opportunity  of  statkig  his 
reasons  against  the  farther  progress  of  thi4 
bill  at  the  present  time ;  and  it  wfes  his 
wish,  instead  of  suspending  the  operatioft 
of  the  Army  of  Reserve  Bill,  to  ingraft 
upon  it  a  plan  for  the  augmentation  and 
improvement  of  the  regular  army.  If  the 
right  hoa.  gent,  had  clauses  to  propose  kt 
the  bill,  and  he  was  not  prepared  witli 
them  at  present,  it  was  a  good  reason  for 
postponing  the  committee  on  the  bill,  eoid 
he  would  hctve  no  objection  to  that  course 
being  taken,  supposing  the  House  to  be 
determined  that  this  bill  should  be.coin- 
mitt6d  at  all;  but  the  whole  argument  he 
had  to  urge  would  go  tc^  shfew,  that  instead 
of  malting  Any  (artlier  progress  m  tliis  bill 
for  the  suspension  of  the  army  of  reserve, 
the  House  ought  to  consider  what  oould 
be  ingrafted  upon  it,  as  a  system  for  the 
hnprovement  of  the  regular  army':  his  in- 
tention was  to  have  objected  to  the  Speaker^s 
leaving  the  Chair,  and  to  propose  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  this  bill  for  a 
fortnight,  in  order  to  give  to  himself  tfn 
opportunity  of  submitting,  and  the  House 
of  considering,  his  ideas  upon  this  subject, 
which  «.  he  was  ready  to  propose  •  now. 
There  was,  therefore,  nothihg  in  the  right 
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bom  gent/s  postponing  his  clauses,  that 
should  prevent  the  House  discussing  the 
question  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the 
Chair ;  for,  if  it  should  be  the  opinion  of 

,  the  House  that  the  bill  was  altogether  un- 
necessary, there  need  be  no  time  allowed 
to  prepare  clauses  for  the  farther  progress 
Ckf  it.  The  House  might  now  determine, 
that>  instead  of  poi^tponing  the  bill  until 
\\redDesday,  it  should  be  postponed  alto- 
gether, in  order  to  give  way  for  another 
plan  in  preference  to  it.  Therefore  if  he 
agreed  to  postponing  the  bill  until  he 
thought  proper,  it  should  be  made  Wed- 
nesday se'ennight,  or  fortnight,  and  that 
for  the  express  purpose  of  affording  an 
opportunity  of  his  submitting  another  plan 
for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  which  was- 
jfounded  on  a  system  of  increasing  the  re^ 
^ular  army  for  our  defence,  both  now  and 
fa  future,  upon  a  permanent  foundation, 
^t  the  .same  time,  if  any  ground  could  be 
stated  to  shew  it  to  be  in  any  considerable 
degree  inconvenient  to  ministers  to  enter 
on  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  at 
this  moment,  he  should  not  wish  to  press 
|he  matter,  to  create  that  inconvenience 
to  govt.;  but  the  House  should,  under- 
stand that  he  was  prepared  to  state  his 
Ideas  upon  this  important  subject  this  day. 
;The  House  was  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  discussed  now.  The  clauses 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  not  be- 
ing  ready,  could  be  no  reason  for  the  de- 
lay. If  ministers  had  any  reasons  to  allege 
for  the  delay,  he  was  ready  to  hear  them, 
.Imd  he  was  disposed  to  give  them  any  ac- 
^mmodation  that  was  necessaryj  but  the 
reason  hitherto  stated,  was  not  any  thing 
on  which  the  House  could  very  consist, 
ently  act  against  the  taking  its  sense  upon 
the  preliminary  objection  to  tlie  Speaker's 
leaving  the  Chair  this  day,  and  that  course 
being  taken,  would  accomplish  .the  very 
object  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  in  view; 
for  the  debate  would  most  probably  con- 
tinue to  an  hour  that  would  make  a  de-. 

^  tailed  discussion  on  the  clauses  impossi- 
ble; at  least,  if  the  progress  went  so  far 
.as 'the  place  of  the  proposed  clauses  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  which  were  not  ready, 
the  discussion  might  be  stopped,  and  post- 
poned to  a  day  on  which  he  thought  he 
might  be  pre|>ared,  than  which  nothing 
vas  easier*  He  had  stated  this  to  tliie 
House,  that  a  discussion  of  this  import- 
ance should  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed ; 
a&d  noW|  before  he  proceeded'  l&rtlier,  he 


should  wait  for  the  reasons  of  the  right 
hon.  gent. 

Mr«  Secretary  Yorke  said,  that  a  debate 
of  this  importance  should  not  be  brought 
on  until  the  materials  were  properly  pre* 
pared.  He  had  already  stated  why  he 
could  not  go  into  the  committee  on  this 
bill  tt  present,  because  the  amendments 
he  had  to  propose  were  not  ready.  It 
could  not  be  ascertained  how  long  the 
debate  on  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair 
might  continue ;  he  was,  therefore,  justi* 
fled  in  proposing  to  postpone  the  discus- 
sion on  this  bill,  and  it  was  essential,  if 
the  bill  passed  at  all,  that  it  should  pass 
with  all  reasonable  expedition.  It  was 
competent,  certainlyi  to  the  right  hon* 
gent,  to  propose  postponing  this  bill  for  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  was  now  pro-« 
posed,  or  to  move  for  putting  it  off  alto* 
gether,  and  it  would  be  open  to  him  on 
smy  day,  if  he  gave  notice,-  to  propose  his 
plan  to  the  House,  and  if  the  Housa 
should  think  that  his  plan  was  preferabk 
to  this  bill,  the  Hoi^se  might  postpone  the 
bill  to  make  way  for  it.  He  had  now 
stated  his  reasons  for  postponing  the  bill 
for  the  time  he  mentioned ;  the  right  hon* 
gent«  might  move  an  amendment  to  that 
motion,  and  if  he  did,  he  should  state  to 
the  House  his  reasons  for  not  postponing 
this  bill  farther  than  he  had  proposed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
should  hope  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
not  persist  in  his  objection  for  postponing 
this  bill  further  than  Wednesday  next ; 
nor  would  he  be  precluded  from  moving 
to  postpone  the  bill  at  any  time.  An  op« 
portunity  would  be  as  well  afforded  to 
him  on  the  question  for  the  Speaker  leav.r 
ing  the  chair,  as  if  it  were  now  moyed^ 
He  might  also,,  on  that  night,  bring  for- 
ward his  plan  as  well  as  if  he  did  it  now : 
the  right  hon.  gent,  therefore,  could  not  be 
fettered  or  embarrassed  by  acquiescing  iu 
the  motion  now  before  the  House,  be- 
cause, on  Wednesday,  he  could  propose 
a  still  farther  delay.  It  might  be  saidf 
that  the  question  of  leaving  the  chair  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  clauses  that  might 
be  proposed  in  the  committee;  but  al-<» 
though  it  was  not  quite  regular,  yet  the 
practice  often  was  to  state  the  substance 
of  clauses  intended  to  be  proposed,  before 
the  House  went  into  a  committee;  and  it 
was  often  important  that  the  House^  should 
be  possessed  of  that  information,  althouglr 
somewhat  irregular^  fox  it  often  afforded 
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tbe  ffau9Cl  ^fteitns  of  judg^g  whether  it 
^gl^  Xq  go  into  a  committee  or  not :  the 
only  question  then  was,  whether  the  right 
hon.  geht.  should  dtate  his  objections  to 
the  bill  BOW,  or  take  the  opportunity  that 
would  be  afforded  him  of  doing  so  on 
Wednesday?  The  right  hon,  gent,  himself 
ic^iesced  in  the  idea,  that  his  plan  should 
not  be  broii^t  forward  until  after  the  dis- 
eassion  on  the  suspension  of  the  army  of 
fes^rte  had  taken  place ;  and  he  thought 
k  was  tmderstood  that  the  right  hon.  gent. 
woaid  not  bring  forward  his  plan  until 
ift^  tfa<e  discussion  should  have  tdcen 
place  on  ihe  army  of  reserve:  but  be  that 
as  it  mi^t,  he  ninst .  submit  that  it  was 
da^  to'  the  ordinary  disposition  of  the 
House^  that  those  who  have  any  matters 
to  propose,  ipay  be  allowed  the  time  they 
want  to  prepare  what  tliey  have  to  bring 
forward ;  and  alUiougli  he  could  not  state 
tile  cm'cuntstances  with  strict  propriety, 
yet  he  could  not  forbear  saying,  ^at  se- 
veral members  of  the  House  were  ap- 
prized of  the  intention  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  pbstpone  his  motion.  He  wa^ 
sure  he  should  have  credit  for  what  he 
said  J  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  a  truth, 
that  several  members  of  that  House,  who 
Mrere  not  now  present,  had  been  impressed 
with  an  idea  that  the  House  would  not 
proce^  ot^  this  matter  to-day.  He  con- 
tended, that  no  possible  inconvenience 
could  arise  h'om  the  course  proposed  by 
his  right  hon.  friend;  for  the  right  hon. 
gent,  would  have  as  full  and  fair  an  op- 
portunity on  Wednesday,  as  lie  had  to- 
day, of  bringing -forward  his  proposition: 
at  the  same  time^  he  did  not  think  it  was 
Wotth  while  to  protract  the  discusrsion  at 
the  present  moment  |  and  if  it  should 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  pro. 
ceed  on  the  bill,  he  hoped  that  no  time 
would  be  wasted  in  preliminary  discus. 
slons. 

Mr.  F<Me  scud,  that  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  thie  Exchequer  seemed  to 
think  thtftlbe  right  hon.  g^t.  (Mr.  Yorke) 
bad  express^  some  doubt  of  his  being 
ready  to-day;  but  so  far  from  it,  that 
gent,  had  postponed  the  discussion  from 
Wedfiesdiky  last  to  this  day,  on  purpose 
th«l  he  might  be  ready.  But  if  the  right 
hoti.  Secretary  of  State  feh  hvmself  less 
ready  hkiw-  than  he  was  on  Wednesday  last, 
ttie  pn^bdUliW  was,  tliat  on  Wednesday 
•ext  he'  would  be  still  less-  i^eady,  and, 
th^refore^  he  saw  w>  good  r^ttson  for  the 
4«iay  proposedt 

Vol.  if. 


Mr.,  Secretary  Forte  stated,  that  he  had- 
said  he  hoped  he  should  be  ready  with  the 
clauses  on  Friday,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
mentioned  that  one  or  two  of  thein  re- 
quired a  good  deal  of  consideration.  He  • 
avowed  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  his  Majest}is  ministers  to  depre- 
cate the  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  they 
merely  deprecated  going  into  the  commit* 
tee  immediately,  because  they  were  not 
ready  with  the  clauses  intended  to  be  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  PiU  said,  that  one  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  press  the  discussion,^ 
was  a  desire  to  consult  the  convenience  of 
the  House.  Another  was,  his  wish  to  bring 
forward  the  discussion  on  this  subject  pre.# 
vious  to  any  of  the  other  discussions  of 
which  notices  had  been  given.  It  was 
with  reluctance,  therefore,  he  consented 
to  his  amendment;  but  s^  h^  had  the 
strongest  desire  to  accommodate  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  bring  forward  aud 
arrange  the  public  measures,  he  sboul4 
not  press  it  in  this  instance.  He  must 
say,  however,  that  he  did  not  yield  to 
arguments.  He  had  no  reason  for  be«> 
ing .  anxious  for  this  discussion  to-day^ 
but  to  consult  the  convenience  of  tht 
House^  and  the  only  reason  assigned  was^ 
that  the  Army  of  Reserve  Suspension  Bill 
should  be  discussed  before  be  submitted  his 
proposition  to  the  Hous^ ;  it  was  witli 
considerable  reluctance  that-  he  consented 
to  the  delay  of  this  discussion  upon  sucU 
a  reason :  at  the  same  time  be  felt  a  strong 
desire  to  accommodate  persons  in  th$ 
situation  in  ^ich  ministers  professed 
themselves  to  be,  although  he  was  not 
convinced  by  their  arguments,  and  to  al* 
low  them  all  the  advantages  they  thought 
they  might  gain  by  time,  if  they  thought  si  \ 
fuller  attendance  was  likely  to  take  place 
on  another  day ;  and  he'saw  no  symptom! 
of  indifference  in  that  respect  at  present^ 
the  numbers  being  very  considerable.  H^ 
would  not  oppose  the  delay;  he  muait^ 
however,  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  tak- 
ing it  for  granted  that  a  subject  would  not 
be  brought  on  the  day  it  was  appointed, 
was  rather  more  than  gent.  \^re  justified 
in  doing.  He  was  prepared  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  matter ;  but  ai 
gent,  on  the  bench  below  him  s^id  they 
were  not  prepared  to  meet  the  subject  nowv 
if  they  thought  they  could,  in  a  few  day^y 
be  i^  anj[  respect  better  able  toi  meet  th,e 
queslion^if  they  had  ne^ieeted  to  gWt 
anv  geat.  pfop^  precaution  to  atfc»d|  aivt 
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that  by  fresh  application  some  gent,  who 
were  absent  now  would  attend  on  Wednes- 
day, or,  from  any  othei> reason,,  they  shoulu 
think  they  wouid  be  in  a  better  condition  to 
meet  the  case  than  they  were  at  present,  he 
should  not  oppose  the  delay  ;  but  the  sub. 
Ject  must  be  discussed,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  ^broit  his  plan  to  the  House.  But  still, 
however  reluctant,  he  must  agree  to  post, 
pone  this  matter  to  accommodate  minis- 
t6rs,^-*The  question  was  then  put  and  car. 
ried. 

[ExcH  £QUER  Bi  tLS.] — Mr.  Alexander, 
on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  ^  On  the 
qfirestioa  that  the  resolutions  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr..  Johnstone  rose  to  object  to  the  fur- 
ther issue  of  Exchequer  bills.  He  consi- 
dered 24,S00,'000L  the  sum  in  this  form 
now  in  the  money  market,  and  that  it  was 
much  too  large  a  sum  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  national  expedience.  At  the  time 
the  loan. will  be  proposed,  the  quantity  in 
the  market  will  probably  be  25,000,0001. 
cuid  the  effect  of  this  enormous  quantity, 
if  continued,  mast  necessarily  be  greatly 
to  reduce  their  value.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  last  year,  when  the  financial 
negotiations  were  commenced,  ^ve  had  only 
SO  millions  in  Exchequer  bills,  and  we 
eftiould  pajiise  before  we  departed  from  the 
established  maxims  of  state  policy,  which 
had  been  hithertio  regarded  with  so  much 
a<Jvantage.  It'  was  the  more  wise  at  this 
time  to  eeonomise  the  pecuniary  resources, 
as  we  might  be  led  into  a. prodigious  ex- 
penditure. We  may  be  constrained  to,  call 
QQt  the  volunteer  force,  and  to  support,  in 
C-onsequence,  the  ex  pence  of  this  immense 
piilitary  body.  No  less  a  sum  than  16* 
millions  is  to  be  raised  between  the  present 
Itime  and  the  5th  of  April  next.  Another 
p^otivfj  for  the  preference  of  a,  Urge  loan 
t^  a  small  one,  to  excuse  the  issue  of  Ex- 
phequer  bills,  is,  that  the  loyalty  loan  is  to 
be  provided  for.  If  the  amount  of  Exche- 
<quer  bills  were  to  be  so  extravagantly  in- 
creased, we  could  not  rely  upon  this-  re- 
source for  that  and.  similar  emergencies; 
•9Xid  next  year,  if  the  minister  proceeded  as 
he  has  done,  we  should  have  to  fund  for 
Exchequer  bills,  in  addition  to  the  periodi- 
,oal  loan  the  necessaries  of  Uie  state  will  re- 
,quire.  Exchequer  bills  are  now,  and  have 
)been  foi:  the  last  month  at.a  discount.  He 
Avidhed;  tha^  instea<|  of  ^  millions  in  this 
jyt^YtS^  S.jniUioPS.ibQuld  be  issw^d.-   It] 


would,  perhaps,  be  said,  thai  the  issue  of 
Exchequer  bills  is  not  now  greater  than  at 
some  former  periods.  Looking,  however,. 
at  the  four  last  budgets,  the  quantity  was 
never  so  burthensome  as  at  present  in  that 
interval.  It  was  true,  that  under  the  for- 
mer administration,  they  had  been  extend- 
ed to  26  millions ;  but  the  impolicy  waa 
soon  discovered,  and,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  d^miniition  was  effected.  .  On  every 
view  of  the  case  he  could  not  discern  any 
reason  why  the  loan  might  not  in  the  pre^ 
sent  instance  be  increased,  and  the  bills 
diminished  five  millions.  If  ther^.was  a 
plausible  objection,  it  was,  that  the  public 
had  been  led  to  expect  the  approaching 
loan  should  not  exceed  l6  millions;  but 
he  was  confident  the  right  hom.  gent.,  would 
not  barter  away  the  substantial  interests  of 
the  country  to  avoid  disappointing  this  ex-* 
pectation.  He  was  sure  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  the  benefit  of  the  stato 
nearest  his  heart,  and  would  be  equally 
disposed  to  sacrifice  private  feeling  or  po* 
pular  applause  to  promote  it. 

Mr.  VansUtari  agreed  in  the  general 
principle,  that  an  excessive  issue  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  would  be  injurious  ito  the 
country,  but  denied  that  that  was  the  case 
in  the  present  instance.  There  were  no 
bills  outstanding  of  an  earlier  date  than 
April  1803 J  and,  from  the  quantity  dis'^ 
charged,  the  market  required  a  new  issuev 
Those  now  outstanding  would  be  moite-* 
rially  diminished  this  year,  and  as.  the 
whcJle  expenditure .  of  the  year  was  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  ways  and  meansi  of  the 
year,  without  including  Exchequer  bills,  a 
large  amount  of  them  would  be  paid  off  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  and  the  quantity  in 
the  market,  at  any  period,  would  never 
exceed  the  quantity  at  any  former  corre* 
spending  period. — A  conversation  ensued, 
in  which 

Mr.  Johnstone  stated,  that,,  from  an  at* 
tentive  investigation  of  the  price  current, 
he  had  found  that  Exchequer  bills  had 
been  at  a  discount  of  one  per  cent.,  from 
the  1st  of  Jan.  to  the  present  time.  Mn 
Dent  also  stated,  that  thty  were  at  a  dis- 
count. Mr.  Vansitt^rt,  and  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  stated,  that  the  bills 
that  had  been  at  a  discount,  were,  only 
those  that  bore  an  interest  of  Sd.  a  day, 
nope  of  those  iss^ued  byjhe  present  govt* 
beiaring  an  interest  of  3|d.  a  day,  were  al 
a  discount.— Thi^  resolutions  were  agreed 
to,  ^well  as.thpsQ  respecting  the  p^y.and 
clothing  of  the  militia,  aad  the  allowancft 
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to  militia  officers;  and  bdUs  were  ordered 
according^. 

(Cathoucs  fv.THE  Irish  Militia.] 
— *Mr.  Diilott  said,  he  was  not  aware  wben 
he  gave  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  Irish  Mi- 
litia Offer  Bill,  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  the  Irish  militia  as  doon  as  they  came 
over  here  would  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
of  the  statute  of  Geo.  I  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  the  right  hon.  gent.  oppo. 
site  had  provided  any*  remedy  for  sucb 
Roman  Catholic  militiamen,  against  those 
penalties  ?  If  not,  he  should,  on  an  early 
day^  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  on  the 
subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
hon.  gent,  might  have  answered  his  own 
question.  He  could  not  have  provided 
any  remedy,  but  by  a  legislative  measure, 
ef  which  the  hon.  gent,  would  have  been 
aware,  if  it  had  been  brought  forward.  He 
had  only  to  observe,  that  there  was  nothing 
applicable  to  the  Irish  militia,  wbich  was 
not  equally  applicable  to  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics in  the  regiments  of  the  line,  nor  had 
Hiey  any  thing  more  to  apprehend. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Mondaj/f  April  23. 

Counsel  were  heard  in  the  cause  Hunter 
V.  Lord  Kinnoul,  which  was  order,ed  to  be 
proceeded  in  on  Thursday  next. — The  Irish 
Linen  Manufactory  Bill,  and  several  pri- 
vate bills,  were  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.— The  Irish  Militia  Augmentation 
Bill  went  through  a  commitiee,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. The  other  bills  on  the  table  were 
forwarded  in  their  several  stages,  and  the 
House  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSB   OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  23. 

Minutes.] — Lord  Marsham,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion, reported,  that  Benjamin  Wield,  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  custody  for  disolje- 
dience  to  a  summons  of  the  said  commit- 
tee, had  appeared  before  the  committee 
and  given  his  evidence.  The  said  B. 
Wield  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to- 
morrow to  be  discharged. — Lord  H.  Petty 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  II- 
chestcr  election,  that  Mr.  John  Manners 
was  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  of 
3Ir.  Qgle  was  frivolous  and  vexatious.— 
Mr.  Dillon  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  to 
ixiovei  on  Monday  next,  for  leave  to  b/ing 


in  a  bill  to  exempt  CathoHos  serving  in  tlie 
Irish  militia  from  the  pains'  and  penalties 
of  the  statute  of  George  the  First.— ^Mr* 
C.  Dundas  presented  a  petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  defraying  the  expences. 
of  prosecutions  out  of  the  county  rate  in 
England  and  Wales.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.*-Mr*  Coriy  stated, 
that  a  loan  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  had 
been  contracted  ^r  in  Ireland;  and  gave 
notice  that  he  should  submit  amotion  with 
respect  to  it,  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on 
Wednesday. — Mr.  Corry  brought  in  a  bill 
for  continuing  certain  'acts  relating  to  the 
duties  in  Ireland.  Read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to-morrow.— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke, 
the  amendments  of  the  Lords  on  the  Vo- 
lunteer Bill  were,  according  to  the  prece- 
dent on  the  Militia  Bill  in  1757,  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  to  ]:eport  thereon 
to  the  House,  as  it  should  appear  to  them 
to  be  right.— On  the  motion  of  Lord  Tem- 
ple, Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Grenville 
were  added  to  this  committee ;  as  was  Lord 
Temple  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Yorfce. — Mr.  Alexander  brought  in  bills 
for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  pay, 
clothing,  and  allowances  of  the  British  and 
Irish  Militia,  and  raising  the  sums  of 
8,000,0001.  and  1,500,0001.  on  Exchequer 
Bills,  which  were  all  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to-morrow.«« 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke, 
the  House  went  into  a  committee-  on  the 
Militia  Officers' Bill.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  considera«> 
tion  of  the  petition,  relating  to  the  right 
of  voting  in  the  borough  of  Liskeard,  was 
deferred  from  to-morrow  till  Thursday .--;• 
Mr.  Kinnaird  moved,  that  an  humble  ad^ 
dress  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying 
that  his  Majesty  do  give  directions,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  list  of  all 
Half-pay  Officers,  distinguishing  the  ranks, 
and  stating  those  that  were  on  the  staff, 
those  that  were  unemployed,  and  fit  tor 
service.     Ordered, 

[Defencb  of  theCountrt.] — Mr. 
Fox,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
previously  given,  rose  to  make  liis  motion 
relative  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
addressed  the  House  to  the  following  pur- 
port:— lam  afraid,  Sir,  before  I  proceed 
to  discuss  the  motion  of  which  1  have 
given  notice.  I  shall  find  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  make  some  preliminary  obser- 
vations, occasioned  by   what  has    falii^u 
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fpcAn  time  to  time  in  con^ienadioD  in  ikks. 
Uoafici»  whenevar  this  subject  of  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  country  has  occasioaally  been 
tooched  upon.  And,  Sir,  those  prelimi- 
xmry  observations  appear  to  me  ^be  more 
necessary,  on  account  of  the  construction, 
which  members  of  this  House,  and  others 
out  of  it,  have  been  pleased  to  put  on  the 
ea^traord'mary  zeal  whicli  has  appeared,  not 
only  in  this  House,  but  in  every  rank  and 
class  of  society  in  suf^rt  of  the  war.  I 
am,  Sir,  one.  of  those  who  highly  approve 
that  zeal,  and  have  ever  been  forward 
to  give  it  my  warmest  commendation. 
Nothing  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  pro^ 
per,  nor  redound  mom  highly  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  country ;  but,  when  I  see  an 
attempt  made  to  turn  that  eeal  into  the 
course  of  a  fallacious  channel,  and  to 
aigue  on  it  as  proceeding  from  an  appro, 
bation  in  those  who  possess  and  evince  it 
of  the  grounds  on  which  the  war  was  ori- 
gmally  undertaken,  or  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  since  been  conducted  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  I  &el  it  necessary  to 
enter  my  protest  against  any  S9ch  assump- 
tion, and  briefly  to  shew,  that  such  zeal  is 
in  no  degree  connected  with  those  subjects 
to  which  it  has  been  attributed.  That 
such  a  degree  of  zeal  did  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  exist  is  most  cer* 
taio ;  I  am  myself  a  very  striking  and 
exemplary  proof  of  it ;  that  is  to  say,  I  felt 
myself.  Sir,  from  the  first  moment  that  I 
taw  hostilities  could  not  be  avoided, 
anxious  and  zealous  in  tlie  extreme  ior 
the  defence  of  the  country,  which  I  saw 
menaced  with  an  immediate  and  desperate 
attack,  beyond  what  had  ever  before  been . 
known.  But  I  can  appeal  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  to 
that  of  the  country  at  large  also,  that  I  by 
po  means  approved  either  the  mode  Of 
commencing  the  war,  or  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  on.  I  j&hall,  therefore,  trouble 
the  House  with  but  very  few  words  in- 
ideed  on  it.  Sir,  from  the  first  moment 
the  war  was  actuf^Uy  commenced,  it  was 
immediately  followed  up  by  the  continued 
cry  of  instant  invasion,  and  that  appre- 
iien^ion  has  been  ke^t  alive  with  a  steadi- 
ness and  activity  which  I  may  say  has  been 
almost  incessant.  Is  it  possible,  then. 
Sir,  under  such  circumstances,  to  attribute ' 
the  zeal  which  has  so  eminently  and  ex- ; 
teosively  displayed  itself  amongst  all  ranks 
und  classes  of  Uie  people,  eager  to  defend 
themselves,  their  properties,  and  families, 
against  the  attackii  of  «o  inveterate  and 


foimidabk  an  pnem^*  ^walutwnovttf 
contiend  with,  into  an  approbation  of  tba 
war }  I  aay,  oo»  Sir.  To  what  ia  tim  war 
to  be  attributed  ?  To  the  fear  of  the  daii-^ 
ger  we  should  incur  by  strictly  complyiii^ 
with  the  terms  of  the  peace.  If  tbiabe  so. 
Sir,  it  follows,  that  the  mix\}ster  vha 
brings  us  into  the  greatest  danger,  will 
henceforth  be  entitled  to  have  the  most 
ample  share  of  approbation.  The  question,, 
as  stated  by  ministers,  and  conceived  as 
such  by  the  whole  country  from  the  com« 
menoement  of  hostilities,  was  a  question . 
involving  life,  liberty,  and  existence ;  as 
such  it  was  understood;  as  such  it  was 
universally  felt;  and  this  feeling,  I  say,' 
is  not  attributable  to  the  war,  or  to  .the 
causes  which  brought  it  on,  but  to  th^ 
actual  view  the  people  saw  it  in,  and  the 
consequences  which  they  were  almost  cer*« 
tain  must  result  from  it,  more  than  eve^ 
has  been  the  issue  of  former  wars.  )t  majt 
perhaps,  be  argued  by  his  Maj^ty's 
ministers,  that  great  numbers  had  vo|e4 
for  the  first  address,  from  whom  I  hi^d^he 
misfortune  to  differ;  but  it  must  be  tt^ 
collected,  that  on  the  second  agitation  o( 
the  subject,  there  was  a  much  greater  dif^ 
ference  of  opinion,  and  afteiwards  great 
numbers  wished  they  had  acted  otherwise 
than  they  had  done,  when  they  called  to 
their  recollection  how  ministers  had  acted ; 
1st,  as  to  timeing  the  war;  2dly,  as  to  the 
cause  assigned  for  it;  and  Sdly,  as  to  the 
particular  manner  in  which  it  was  con* 
ducted.— These  preliminary  observations. 
Sir,  I  have  thought  tlie  more  necessary, 
"because,  when  about  to  make  a  motion  of 
this  kind,  and  to  go  into  further  considera* 
tion  of  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  can* 
not  agree  at  all  with  those  statements 
which  infer,  that,  the  extraordinary  zeal 
of  the  country,  evinced  in  behalf  of  every 
thing  that  is  most  dear  to  it,  should  be 
construed  to  imply  an  approbation  either 
of  timeing  the  war,  or  of  the  mode  of  con* 
ducting  it.— -With  reelect  to  the  motion 
iuelf,  I  tliink  it  necessary.  Sir,  in  the  first 
place,  to  clear  away  the  objections  that 
may  be  made  to  it.  When  gent,  have 
been  repreached  with  feeing  the  *^  panic 
of  invasion,"  it  may  be  requisite  to  notice 
shortly,  what  is  generally  understood  by 
the  word  panic.  I  should  suppose,  Shr, 
that  the  word  panic  applies  to  those  who 
would  run  away  from,  and  not  those  who 
are  desirous  to  defend  any  thing;  I  am 
therefore  desirous  not  to  have  it  said,  that 
h  ju&d  those  with  whom  )  have  the  honour 
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fits 


to  act,  ai«  loiiisiieed  by  th^  ptttic  of  \n^ 
Vtttion ,  iMit  ihat»  weU  «ware  of  ^le  terioue 
toBBequeacM  wbioh  .most  ioeviuibly  reftnU 
|om  such  ao^v^Dt  taking  f4ace»  w«  oar- 
naatlywishy  and  are. most  aoxidos  ^  pat 
the  coofttry  in  tiie  best  potnbto  0tate  of 
4t(tooe.  -I  beg,  Bir,  that  in  «xpr0s»iog 
this  wtshy  we  may  not  be  supposed  to  have 
acted  on  light  or  frivolous  grounds,  or  on 
any  inclination  to  raise  alarm  and  dread, 
where  none  befoie  existsd.  For  v^en  I 
see  and  adirert  to  the  numerous  papers 
whidi  liave  been  laid  on  the  table  on  this 
subject;  when  I  take  a  ^iew  of  the  mea- 
sures dready  adopted  by  his  Majesty's 
inimstersy  as  well  as  those  with  which  we 
ju«  told  they  are  intended  to  be  followed 
up,  1  cannot  help  saying,  with  ^r  Chris- 
topher Hatton  in  the  Critic, 

••  Oh  pardon  me,  if  my  conjccture't  fash, 
Bttt  I  turraise— — >ith«  8ute  ■  i^- 
8«m$  danger  iqipcchciidf  (" 

I  must  own.  Sir,  that  I  think  the  language 
held  out  by  some,  of  a  wish  to  be  invaded, 
is  vrroog,  except  with  two  provisoes ;  Ist, 
that  CHir  fleet  may  immediately  fall  in  with 
4ieffl,  and  instantly  convince  them  of  the 
^Uy  and  madness  of  the  attempt;  and 
9dly,  tliat  having  eluded  the  vigilance  ot 
oiar  fleets,  our  state  of  defeiice  should  be 
such  as,  that  when  landed,  they  should 
f ooa  be  convinced  that,  as  this  was  the 
first,  so  it  would  be  the  last  time  they 
would  ever  dare  to  meet  us  on  our  own 
^ores.  And  I  think,  Sir,  we  ought  not, 
by  any  means  to  build  our  hopes,  or  to 
form  any  idea,  that  because  tlie  enemy  has 
not  hitherto  put  his  threats  in  execution, 
that  he  has  therefore  given  up  his  design. 
^icb  reasoning  would  be  fallacious  in  the 
extreme.  If  the  enemy  have  duly  consi- 
dered all  the  various  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties attending  tlie  enterprize,  it  is  of  very 
little  signification  at  what  particular  period 
the  attempt  may  be  made ;  whether  it  be  in 
the  year  3, 4,  or  5  of  the  war ;  we  should  only 
consider,  that  the  longer  it  is  delayed,  the 
more  formidable  it  may  prove,  and  it  is 
euF  irst  and  most  essential  duty  to  be 
iuUy  prepared  to  meet  it,  let  it  come  when- 
ever it  may.  With  the  attention  that  I 
liave  been  able  to  give  of  this  subject,  I 
once  thought.  Sir,  that  a  general  view  of 
the  defence,  of  the  country  would  be  the 
best ;  but  when  I  consider  that  there,  are 
•o  many  difficulties  attending  the  subject, 
'  the  ditficulties  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  many 
tHbera  of  various  natures,  1  have  been  in- 


dubisd'to  pre^  eoming  to  6  motion  of  4 
narrower  kind.  I  mean,  therefore.  Sir,  t# 
confine  myself  to  the  notice  I  gave  «f  a 
pairtieular  defence  of  the  country,  aadCbat 
I  'sfai^  also  endeavour  to  narrow  as  mvtf^ 
as  possible,  in  order  to  enable  gei^t.  to  tai» 
as  clear  and  perspicuous  a  v^w  of  it 
as  possible.  It -is  not,  therefoi^,  my  in** 
tention.  Sir,  to  take  any  notice  at  pre* 
sent  of  the  naval  defence  of  the  country,. 
In  the  next  places  Sir,  as  to  the  volun* 
teers,  considering  that  the  system  has  beea 
so  lately  discuss^  in  this  House,  it  will  be 
needless  for  me  to  touch  on  them,  except 
as  an  incidental  subject,  and  by  way  o€ 
illustrating  or  strengthening  any  otiier.— ;. 
I  come  now.  Sir,  ther^ore,  to  die  part!*-, 
ticular  ground  on  winch  I  mean  to  move^ 
leaving  it  open  to  gent,  to  turn  it  in  their  - 
consideration,  and  to  form  such  (n)inioQS 
on  it  as  to  them  shall  seem  best.  I  mean. 
Sir,  to  confine  myself  to  the  land  defence ; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  beg  leave  to  observe^ 
that  |)assing  by  for  the  motnent  the  volun* 
teers,  there  are,  in  my  opinion,  two  great 
objects  to  be  kept  in  view,  and  on  ^idi 
the  •  utmost  reliance  may  ultimately  be 
placed.  These  are,  the  regular  army  pa 
one  hand,  and  an  army  consisting  of  ia« 
bourers,  artificers,  and  peasantry,  on  the 
other. "  Now,  Sir,  as  to  ttie  regular  annyp 
I  have  listened  with  the  greatest  attentioa 
to  the  arguments  used  by  the  ri^t  hon; 
gents,  opposite  to  me,  and  also  to  those 
repeatedly  urged  with  so  much  zeal  an4 
ability  by  an  hon.  ofiicer  (Colonel  Crau* 
furd)  behind  me,  between  which  statements 
I  find  there  is  a  difference  of,  at  least,  one 
half.  This  being  the  ca$e,  I  should  be 
glad.  Sir,  to  know  what  objection  his 
Majesty's  ministers  can  have  to  let  us 
know  the  real  state  of  our  army  ?  They 
have  frequently  ftivoured  us  with  different 
statements  of  so  much  and  so  much ;  but 
I  would  wish  to  have  the  real  state.  Tiiis 
cannot,  Sir,  give  any  fresh  intelligence  t6 
the  enemy.  When  we  have  the  number  of 
regiments,  and  not  the  number  of  rank 
and  file,  we  have  only  a  defective  state- 
ment. What  danger  can  there  possibly  be 
in  giving  that  ?  At  all  events,  I  think  such 
statements -will  be  much  better' known  fronl 
papers  on  the  table,  than  from  thepartial^ 
mutilated  accounts  which  the  House  re- 
ceives '  from  the  different  statements  of 
ministers,  at  different  periods  of  time^ 
without  any  documents  by  which  we  can 
fairly  judge  of  their  truth  and  exactness. 
With  respeSct  to  one  circumstance,  Sir^  I 
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fum  I  eaimat  but  feel  consideraldQ  sur* 
|Mriae.  I  have  repeatedly  heard  it  asserted  ^ 
that,  with  regard  to  Ireland,  our  force 
there  is  at  this  moment  as  gi^at  as  it  was 
OQ  the  conclusion  of  the  last  peaqe^^ao 
assertion  which  may  possibly  be  true,  but 
which  I  must  own  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  believe.  1  speak  now^  Sir,  of  the  re- 
gjiilar  forcer  and  in  so  doing,  I  must  say, 
that  with  respect  to  the  regular  army  in 
Irehnd,  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  myself 
to  troops  of  the  line  only,  but  to  include 
the  Irish  militia,  and  the  British  fencible 
Teguments,  wl^ich,  ai  the  conclusion  of  the 
last  war,  amounted  in  Ireland  to  50,  or 
Co^CXK)  men.  To  them  are  to  be  added 
also  the  several  English  miUtia  regiments, 
at  that  time  in  keland ;  and  when  this  is 
done  with  care  ^od  accuracy,  we  may  per* 
haps  come  to  something  like  a  certainty  on 
these  points,  but  not  otherwise.  As  to 
what  relates  to  the  artillery,  it  is  not  the 
immber  of  guns  alone,  but  of  drivers, 
iKorses,.  carriages,  ammunition,  &c.  which 
^lould  be  fairly  and  accurately  stated,  in 
curder  to  enable  us  to  form  any  thing  like 
a  competent  judgment  on  the  sul:^ct.  I 
•think,  also^  Sir,  that  with  respect  to  G. 
Britain,  the  statement  of  his  Majesty's 
jainisters,  that  our  forces  are  greater  than 
at  the  conclusioi^  of  the  war,  are  by  no 
SEieana  mora  accurate  tlian  those  statue, 
ments  they  have  given  us  respecting  Ire- 
land. But  I  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  if 
I  had  had  my  way,  and  my  advice  had 
beea  adopted,  we  should  have  had  still  a 
less  force  than  we  now  have.  This,  Sir, 
is  stating  the  question  comparatively  be- 
tween a  state  of  war  and  a  state  of  peace, 
which  certainly  stand  on  very  different 
g^unds;  anid  I  i^ppeal  to  the  recollection 
and  candour  of  the  House  whether,  on 
every  occasion  in  which  I  recommended 
a  low  establishment,  |  did  not  expressly 
confine  ^t  to  a  supposition  of  the  continu- 
ance of  peace  ;  and  that  I  never  could  have 
done  so,  had  I  conceived  or  had  it  in  con- 
templation that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
intended  so  soon  to  renew  or  re-commence 
ja  war.  My  opinion  has,  at  ajl  times, 
invariably  been  ii)  favour  of  a  large  regu- 
lar army,  in  time  of  war ;  but  peculiarly 
so,  where  we  had  to  begin  with  so  ex- 
treme and  pushing  a  nece^ity,  for  the 
defence  of  the  countiy.  No  man.  Sir, 
can  have  a  higher  or  more  favourable  opi- 
nion than  I  entertain  of  a  militia,  consi- 
dered as  a  constitutional  defence.  I  know 
also  that  the  discipline  of  the  militia  is 


carried  to  a  degree  ofexcellence  for  beyond 
what  it  has  ever  been  in  former  times;  but 
with  all  that  can  be  said  of  that  brave  and 
respectable  body  of  men,  no  man  can  sa^ 
that  the.  militia  is  equal  to  regular  troops  ; 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  those  who  # 
have  not  seen  service  can  be  equal  to  those 
who  have  repeatedly  been  in  actiom — Hav-»  . 
ing  thus  slightly  touclied  on  this  subject. 
Sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  observe  on  what 
has  been  our  .progress  in  recruiting*  We  . 
have  been  told  that  it  has  gone  on  as  wdU 
notwithstanding  the  various  •  measures 
which  have  b^n  adopted  by  ministers^ 
as  it  used  to  do  in  fprmer  periods.  I  must 
here,  Sir,  beg  the  House  to  recollect,  that 
different  times  afford  proportionate^  dif* 
ferences  in  recruiting.  It  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, that  every  contraction  and  difficulty 
thrown  in  the  way  of  our  manufectures 
and  conmierce,  must  facilitate  the  re- 
cruiting service,  so  long  as  such  contraotion 
and  difficulties  exist*  Kow^  Sir,  however 
strong  this  favourite  theory  of  the  day 
may  influence  the  minds  of  ministers  on 
the  subject,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  in  point  of  practice,  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  get  a  man  to  enlist  for  life  for  lOl-  as  it 
is  to  obtain  one  for  501.  to  enlist  for  a 
limited  service.  And  I  will  maintain.  Sir, 
that  it  is  an  incredible  and  extravagant 
proposition  to  say  that  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice has  not  been  injured.  And  though  I 
should  be  inclined  to  admit,  by  way  of 
argument,  that  we  have  actually  gained  in 
the  course  of  this  year,  yet  I  insist,  at  the 
same  time,  that  we  should  have  done  so 
in  a  much  greater  degree,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  bounties  which  have  been  given 
with  so  lavish  a  hand.  I  am  not  arguing 
this  subject  now,  Sir,  by  way  of  .inquiry ; 
but  when  ministers  declare  their  intenlion 
of  suspending  the  army  of  reserve,  J  can-^ 
not  avoid  pointing  out  to  them  that,  fqr 
fear  they  should  succeed,  they  are  taking 
the  utmost  possible  care  and  pains  to  meet 
themselves  in  their  own  market.  There  is, 
however,  one  measure,  Sir,  which  I .  will 
venture  to  recommend,  and  that  is,  to 
leave  off  the  monstrous  custom  of  particu* 
larly  distinguishiug  this  country  from-aU 
the  rest  of  Europe  in  military  economy^ 
by  enlisting  men  for  life.  What  shall  we 
say,  if  we  are  told,  that  those  who  have 
the  greatest  military  powers  on  foot,  that 
those  who  have  the  greatest  demand  for 
military  forces,  and  who  govern  countries 
vvhere  every  thing  gives  way  to  the  arm)^  . 
the  men  are  enlisted  only  for  a  limited 
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time?    bot  iu  this  ccmntry,  whose  pride 
A&d  boast  for  ceDturies  have  been  that  of 
enjoying  the  greatest  freedom  of  any  na- 
tion under  the  siiu»  your  soldiers  must  be 
slaves  for  life.     Now,   Sir,  it  is  not  from 
xny  own  opinion  and  feelings  alone  that  I 
.venture  t6  speak  so  decisively  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  bat  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety 
x}{  it  from  the  authority  of  officers  of  the 
liighest  character  and  respectability,  not 
in  our  own  anuy  only,  but  in  'those  of 
almost  every  other  military  power  in  £u- 
jt>pe  who  have  either  spoken  or  written  on 
the  subject.     If,  however,  Sir»  I  went  on 
that  principle  only,  I  would  not|  at  such  a 
crisb,  venture  to  vecoiftmend 'an:altera- 
tton.     But  this,  Sir^   I  lay,  is  not  only 
•what  ought  to  be  done,  but  what  ought 
particuiaj'ly^  to  be  done  at  this  time*     In 
mpport  of  tlm  doctrine^  Sir,  I  beg  leave 
to  mention  a  sipgle  fiact,  which  is  well 
known  to  have  happened  within  the  last 
42rmpnth8.     A  whole  regiment  of  the 
proposed  army  of  reserve  would  have  en-* 
listed*  into  the  regular  army,  if  it  had  been 
for  aiin^ted  service  ;  and  as  it  is  at  pre-* 
sent,  very  few  indeed  have  been  prevailed 
on  to.  do  so  with  all  the  influence  that. 
coiild  be  exerted.  This  is  not  mere  theory ;  i 
it  •  is  leasoning  that  is  almost  self-evident. 
Who  is  it  that  does  not  know  the  efiSect ) 
produced  among  the  lower  orders  of  the. 
people  when  any  of  their  own  class  en- ' 
lists  into  the  army  i  they  consider  him  as 
lost  to  the  community  for  ever.     If  a.  son  < 
enlists  into  the  regular  army 9  his  discon- 
solate parents  consider  him  as  in  a  manner 
annihilated,  and  the  wretched  father  has 
frequently  been  known  to  distress  himself, 
and  the  rest  of  his  family,  to  board  and 
scrape  together  a  sum  d^at  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  buy  him  off.— Now,  Sir,  let  us. 
take  it  in  another  point  of  view.     Let  us 
consider  the  time  of  life  when  this  is  ge- 
nerally done.     By  the  established  law, of 
this  country,  and  a  most  wise  law  it  is,  no 
manor  woman  is  flowed  to  be  capable  of 
enterkig  into  any  .contract  for  the  disposal 
of  their  property^  or  of  their  persons  in 
marriage,  till  tbey  arrive.at  a  certain  age, 
and  that  age  is  in  all  cases  fixed«  at  the 
periiod  of  arriving  at  map's  e^te^,  at  21 
yeftrs.     Yet,  in  the  particular  case  of  en-* 
listing  for  a  soldier,  when  it  is  perhap3  the 
result  of  momentaty.  passion,  or  folly,  or 
the  efiect  cd  intoxication,  a  poor,  ignorant, 
unfortunate  lad  of  l6  or  17 1  is  flowed  to 
; enter  into  a  contract  which  is  to  bind  him 
^fot  life  to  a  state  in  which  he  is  liable  to 


be«e&t  from  his  friends  «id  cbuntryto'anf 
part  of  the  world.  If,  therefore,  thb  «vk 
could.  Sir,  be,  to  a  certain  degree,  idie- 
viated,  it  must  undoubtedly  very  moch . 
contnbute  to  increase  the  satisfaction  and 
happiness  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo* 
pk ;  and  such  persons  as  tradesmen  and 
farmers,  far  from  looking  on  their  sons  as 
they  now  do,  lost  to  them  for  ever,  would^ 
on-  the  contr^t  part  from  them  with  a 
certain  degree  of  satisfaction,  in  hopes  of 
seeing  them  return,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  improved  ii>  their  manners  and  de^ 
meaaour,  and  with  a  superior  knowledge 
of  men  and  things,  which  might  render 
them  more  fltted  for  the  very  puiposes  to 
whkh  it  was  his  original  intention  to  brmg 
them  np.  In  answer  to  this,  it  may  per- 
haps be  urged,  that  if  the  soldiers  who 
compose  &e.  regular  armywei^  enlisted 
for  a  certain  time  only,  those  who  had  it 
in  their  power  would  all  quit  at  once,  and 
so,  we  might  be  left  without  an  army  at  aiL 
But  this  I  take  to  be  an  assumption  by  no 
means  warranted  in  the  nature  of  the  case. 
On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  has  been 
pretty  clearly  proved  by  experience,  that 
those  who  are  really  the  best  soldiers  be- 
come so  from  a  decided  liking  to4be  ser* 
vice^  and  having  been  so  long  initiated  in, 
and ,  enured  to,  habits  which  they  have 
imbibed  by  degrees,  and  grown  partial  to 
from  age,  are  the  most  likely,  when  their 
time  is  out,  to  re-enter  either  into  their 
own  or  some  other  regiment  they  may 
have  private  reasons  for  preferring.  What! 
it  will  be  asked,  without  any  additional 
reward  ? — ^Certainly  not.  They  will  expect 
and  be  entitled  to  an  increase  of  pay,  or  a 
new  bounty,  which  is  the  first  principle  of 
recruiting  •  the  army.  »This  mode  of  in- 
creasing our  regular  force,  when  added  to 
the  other,  the  taking  away  the  competition 
produced  by  the  army  of  reeerve,  &c. 
caudotfail  to  produce  advantages  which 
tQay  be  almost  said  to  be  incalculable.-^ 
The  next  circumstance,  Sir^  which  I  wish 
to  advent  tOy-as  having  greatly  retarded 
and  ii^ured  our  recruiting*  for  the  regular 
Bxmy^  is  the  pecnioiou^  consequence  of 
raisi^^mea  lor  rank.  This  being^  a  custom 
which  has  long  prevailed,  will  require 
great  steadiness  and  perseverance  to  pre- 
vent it.  How  far  .it  is  even  to  be  regu« 
lated,  I  will  not.  pretend  to  say ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  observe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
.  I  am  not  now  mentioning  this  as  a  peremp* 
tory  measure,  but  only  as  a  desirable  meat 
sure,  wbiob  I  beacUly.  mth  dtould^.be  .•»• 
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tBfided  t0.  I  wiflb  the  House  to  go  into  n 
oonianttae^.  in  order  to  see  what  may  be 
«l0Be  towank  inereasing  cowiderably  oar 
ttgiiiar  avBiy»  aad  to  ascertaaa  how  far  and 
in  what  propoftioo  the  competitioii»  which 
bavecaciBted  have  letanied  and  ii^iired  the 
Mme»-^No«s  Sir,  having  Mated  this  on  the 
gttb|ect  o£  the  regular  aimy,  i  thalt  p9o* 
^^teed  to  the  other  more  general  and  extent- 
atve  armamen*,  tfie  volunteers*  in  do* 
log  tbs8»  Sic,  It  ia  not  my  intention*  to  go 
»tD  the  qnestioa.  of  how  far  the  firat 
Ibrmatsoa  o£  the  volunteers  was  politieid ; 
howi  £ir  it  wet  li^  to^eneourag^  then  to 
S9gmt  an  extent;  how  itr  it  wee  then 
ciihnnr  right  or  consistent  to  repmsB  their 
OffdauiTy  and  ^scouara^  their  seal  '^  how 
far  it  waa>  poii^e  to  ffve  such  extensive 
eaemptionci,  when  no  exemptions  at  all 
were  looked  for>*  and  then  to  dispute,  inch 
hy  inch,  every  privilege  that  had  been 
'granted4^e]te.  The  aeal  of  the  volunteers 
eertaii^y  standi  ott  i^fery  hi^  and  advaii«- 
iag!Sou»  grounds ;  uaA  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  having  the  volunteers,  we  have  oly- 
Itraied  a  vei^  iargei  and,,  it  may  be  hoped, 
what, will  in  time  torn  oot  a- very  efltcienit 
force:  they  are  meant  undoubtedly  to 
act  with  the  segulam;  and  if  they  are, 
in  a^y  great  prc^rtion  employed^  must 
prove  a  most  material  we^on«  Still,  Sir, 
we  must  not  n^kect  the  next  material 
weapon  which  the  nature'  of  the  country 
has  put  into  our  bandv;  I  mean  an  armed 
peasaatiy.  1  own.  Sir,  that  if  these  were 
meant  to  fight  in  battalion,  they  would 
an^.he  so  truly  efllicienf  as  volunteers; 
but  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood,  that  I 
am  not  technicaUy  speaking  of  an  amy. 
An  am^t  however  efficient^  is  not  the 
Oi^y  power,  in  a^countiy  like  this,  which 
ou^t  to  be  looked  to:  lliare is  a  general 
force  besides,  which  is  ecjaally,  or  perhaps 
more,  formidable  to  an  invading  enemy, 
which  would  Ixt  continually  throwing  itself 
in  tfaeix  way,,  aod^barassing  and  distressing 
tfaemiat  every  turn^and  on  every  occasioD ; 
aofloelimes  when  knet  eiqweted,  and  stl- 
wafjr^  with  great.aidvftAtag0  to  theanelves. 
Lhave  been  toldj.  Sir,  ttisit  I  Want  to  sulb- 
stituto  an  armed  pea6a»tfy*in  Ihe  pjuoe  of 
the.  volunteecd;  Sir^  I  would^  have  the 
volunteera  comet  ta  the  triali  but  stHl  I^ 
wonid  also  get  Ihei  othevsl  I^  should  never^ 
liave  done.  Sir,  were'  I  to  stated  afi  ttue 
adtantBigea  resulting  from  such  a  body  of 
-meOf  and  will  ihcvefore^  content  n^pself 
-with  tutinf^only  a<few<  In  the  fiMt'plAGe, 
Hiei  euormoiBSAeispeiUiA^  ot  the  volunteer' 


corps  nnpy  tend  in*  time  gMatly  to  diihiaM 
them*  What  then  will  become  of  the 
state,  should  a  great  proportion  of  the 
volunteers  be  disbanded  or  dissolved  I  la 
possessing  an  armed  peasantnrr  you  bave^a 
form&dab^  force  ready  on  all  occasions  to 
act  in  aid  of  a  regular  army.  Wto  ,n  it; 
Sir,  that  ha*  not  heard  or  read  o#  the  ai«> 
most  innumerable  advantages  attendant 
on  having  persons  rsndy  ind  willing  anA 
able  to  fight  On  the  spot,  or  in  the  neighs 
bourhood  of  tboee  plaiees  in  tMch  they 
have  been  used  to  live,  whO'  are  poHeot^ 
and  accurately  acquainted  with  thc^  topo^ 
grapl^  of  the  country,  which  muse  give 
them  a  yower  almose  iocalculahle,.  from 
thehr  being  able  io  take  advaiAage  of  every 
nsing  ground,  and  itstaxijoioing  vs^ley,  to 
fall  upon  A  retreat  from  the  enemy,  m 
drcumstances  tind  occasions  maj  nM^|i«r 
to  his  almost  iiertain  defeat  and  discoml^ 
ture,  as  he  will  nev««r  be  fn^  imm  thtik' 
repented  and  continue  attacks?  I  Ir^lf 
confess,  Sir,  I  see  more  advay>tagesia*t^li^ 
as  a  permanent  rather  than  a  teeidoitt^ 
systan,  which  vr^r  may  and  cisrtainiy  will 
give  birth  to,  but  whidi  being  once  kkr^ 
raised  and  trained,  may  remain  for  evlsr  a^ 
a  strong  bulwark  and  invincible  dsfenoe  of 
the  country.  I  say,  therefore,  aitai<  the 
people,  but  do  not  put  an  end  to  tile  ser- 
vice, whidi  we  may  purctuKse  at  a  trl#iHg 
erpence  of  money  and  of  time,  both  ih 
war  and  peace.  It  would  become  in  a 
very  short-  time  an  amuseiftent  instead  of 
a  toil,  and  each  man  in  a  parish  would 
pride  himself  in  being  thoe  considered  ais 
the  intrepid  guacdian  and  protector  of  hie 
own  family  and  rights,  m  well  as  those  of 
his^  neighbours,,  so  that  the  whole  country 
would  soon^  become  linked  in  a  band  of 
patriotks  affection,  M^iieh  all  the  foreign 
foes  in  the  world  would  never  be  able  th 
sever  or  put  asunder.— Now,  Sir,  I  will 
consider  it  with  a  view  to  the  volunteers:: 
if  such  a  system  as  this  had  been  adopted 
90  years  ago,  the  volunteer  sertriee  would 
hive  been  far  more  advanced.  If  yon 
look  to  the  volunteers  afone,  it  ought  to 
be  for  a  mase  of  the  country,  who  hov^ 
been-  properly  trained'  to  and  pei^tly 
know  the  ttite  of  arms.  This^  Sk*^  I  am 
clear  in,  that  tlie  more  yoa  trust  and  pkict 
oonfidence  hi  the  people  of  this  eonntiy, 
th&  better  yen  vnU  find  their  behaviour. 
If  we  had  a-  number  of  armed  persons  ki 
e«i?ery  part  of  the  country,  we  could  <^l 
ev«ry  insurrection  without  the  interferenes 
4^'  the  miMtaiy  to^^setUe  civU  feeds^    H^is 
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«ot,  hcm^rer,  to  tmsf^  of  pcwce HHtt  I  %\ti] 
to  alkde,  but  rather  to  the  time  of  wtfr. 
I  do  not  thl^  tbiit  I  atn  quitfe  wrong  when 
I  say,  suppose  an  eaetny  to  land  in  this 
coantry,  and  his  warfare  to  go  on,  I  mast 
•not  shut  fny  eyes  to  the  possibiiity  of  an 
English  aimy  being  defeated,  for  suoh  pos- 
abilities  do  exist  4n  the  iate  of  war.  Will 
*ny  man  say,  that  if  a  report  of  the  Et»g-i 
lish  army  being  defeated  be  circulated; 
ttkrough  the  country,  «  is  a  nofatter  of  in- 
differoaae  whether  we-  be  armed  or  not 
tfanHk^OBt  the  whole  kingdom?  E%^en. 
mfter  any  partial  saecess  of  tlie  eaemy,  it 
could  ttot  be  lb  •their  powet  to  procure 
|>rovisions,  or  any  other  aocomraodatie^, 
witlmut  sending  a  detaehment  of  theit* 
Army  to  force  it,  dnd  such  deitachments. 
might  be  successfully  opposed,  and  even 
their  victoiieS)  in  the  end,  itojght  pnjve 
their  ruin.  Let  us  now  take  anotlier  view 
of  the  case,  and  suppose  that  the  British 
army  had  gained  an  advantage,  but  had 
•ot  put  the  enemy  to  a  total  rout,  will  any 
man  say,  that  if  an  army  be  forced  to  fly. 
in  different  directions,  the  nallying  of  that, 
army  will  not  be  rendered  exceedingly  dif- 
-ficttlt  by  means  of  an  armed  peasantry  ?— 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  t^ke  a  view  of; 
what  has  actually  been  done  by  miniflfters 
to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  j 
and,  first  of  sdl,  with  regard  to  tlie  Defence 


judging  of  the  bHl.  Acc»fdiiigly)  Ilfitrti 
WE  overlooked  a  most  serious  declaration 
in  tfeepreambleof  the  bill,  and  wbidh,  cer- 
tainly, if  I  had  seen,  I  should  have  eitf- 
erted  the  utmost  efforts  of  my  mind  to 
have  corrected,  namely,  *^  tlrat  the  Kkfg 
has  a  right  to  commahd  all  bis  liege  subr 
jectB  to  take  up  arms,  &c.','  a  ^ctrine 
which,  to  be  admitted  as  true,  ought  to 
have  been  qualiii^  and  d^ned.  It  may 
be  said,  that  his  Majesty  has  the  right  to 
do  justice,  but  he  is  to  do  justice  accord 
ing  to  law.  And  so  is  tlie  preF€>gative  of 
calling  forth  his  people  in  arnis.  It  must 
undoubtedly  %e  said  of  any  corfimunity, 
lii«t  tfiey  must  possess  the  means  of  prew 
^etving  themselves;  and  that^  on  the  ptittt- 
ciple  of  the  salus  popali  suprema^ex,  thfe 
power  of  calling  forth  the  physical  strength 
of  the  community  must  reside  in  it ;  and 
that  the  King,  as  the  head,  fepreasnts  thfe 
community,  and  is  the  orgun  of  its  will. 
But  this  species  of  reasoning  would  justify 
the  arbit^ry  assertions ;  and  att  swch  rea- 
soning the  spirit  'of  oiA-  -constitution  ^^A^- 
terly  teprc^ates.  The  rights  which  oufcr 
Sovereign  possesses  are  defined  its  vv-ell  a^ 
limited:  and  thife  has  been  ibost  sensibly 
as  well  as  ahly  «tafted  by  a  gretot  judge, 
who,  speaking  of  4ws  tBort  of  tibstrac^ 
right,  made  use  of  these  words:  "fo^f 
freely  declare,    that  ancient  precedents. 


Act,  passed  last  session :  I  wish  to  make  j  unless  supported  by  tmodern  usage,  in  case^ 
a  fow  observations  on  the  unlimited  asser-|  of  prerogative,    have  little  weight  with 


tion  of  his  Majesty's  prerogative.  I  at-  ] 
tech  to  myself  some  blame  in  having  par 
ticipaled  in  agi^eeing  with  such  an  asser-  \ 
lion.  It  certainly  is  itiapossible  for  thei 
teembers  of  this  House  to  watch  ^very 
word  and  senlbUce  of  every  bill  that  is 
brought  in  ;  and,  therefore,  the  particular 
authors  elf  em^h  bill  are  looked  to  as  more 
peculiarly  responsible  for  glaring  errors. 
I  believe  Shat  99  acts  out  of  100  pass 
without  heing  critically  and  carefolly  exa- 
mined, as  they  ought  to  be,  by  tlie  mem- 
bers tyf  the*  House,  consistent  with  their 
nsRci  and  rigid  d^ty.  But,  it  is  in  a  par- 
ticuter  way  the  duty  of  ministers,  that  no 
bill  be  suffer<$d  to  assert  any  fklse  or  dan- 
gerdu^  doctrine,  in  the  persuasion  that  it 
tttay  pa^  Udobs^tved  in  the  butry  of  le- 
^Sftfoh.  *  fo  July,  1803,  the  alai'm  of 
hfiittibti  was  ^"imminent,  according  to 
ministers,  that  the  Defence  BiH  mast  be 
fassed  by  lKX:lamation;  aiid  the  zeal  of 
the  countsy  Ijteitog  aroused  tb  meeirthe  in- 
vasioB,  which  wa»  to  take  place  in  Aug. 
no  time  was  t6  he  lost  ih  weighing  and 
Voi,.H. 


me. ' 
these 


Nothing  can  be  more  true  thalfc 
words  of  the  learned  Mr.  J^isftice 
Foster ;  and  nothmg  can  be  more  appliu 
cable  to  this  strange  assertion  in  the  pre*- 
amble  of  this  act.  '  Nb  such  right  can  bfe 
claimed  by  the  King;  no  such  right,  how^ 
^ver-it  may  have  beeu  part  of  the  unde- 
fined prerogative  in  ancient  times,  can  b^ 
exercised  after  the  words  of  the-sta/tat^  ih 
th^  55th  of  Ed.  III.  A  statute  made  ih 
an  epoch  which  I  respect,  because  Jthe 
statutes  of  that  period  were  marked  bjr 
their  wisdom,  and  by  -die  pwnciplcs  m 
sound  legislation.'  In  a  stattlte  of  thrft 
year  it  is  expressly  declared,  "  no  peWWk 
shall  be  liable  to  serve  but  such  as  al^ 
bound  by  theh-  tienures."  If,  iodoed,  tihitfe 
were  Such  a  prerogative,  it  wouid  be  irk^ 
practicable.  The  constitution  has  i^Mfy 
plAttt^d  an  inseparable  cheek  over  th^ 
abuse,  Aiid,  thank  God!  nOt  Ono  of  ths 
anciettt  undrtihed  prerogitiyes -ctn  be  ^«^ 
erdsed  agamst  the  libetties  of  the  peoplo. 
T6  ^at  an  ^tent,  and  to  wha*  CotAfiO^ 
overthrow  of  evety  Mug  for  mbkA  •»r 
N 
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ancestors  ha^e  successfully  contended, 
.would  thU  right  go?  Money  has  been, 
perhaps  by  a  strained  metaphor,  called  the 
sinews  x>i  war.  If  his  Majesty  has  the 
tight  of  commanding  the  militaiy  service 
of  his  subjects,  he  must  also  be  supposed 
to  have  the  right  of  maintaining  them ; 
and  fio^tlie  power  of  the  purse  would  be 
taken  ou\  of  the  hands  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  1  state  this  only  to 
shew  iiow  improper  and  unjustifiable  it  is 
to  introduce  such  an  expression  into  a 
bill,  and  now  negligent  it  is  to  let  it  pass. 
•And  it  is  not  in  the  preamble  of  this  act 
only  that  we  see  a  dangerous  door  opened 
to  abuse.^ — Let  us  look,  then,  at  the  enact- 
Bieuts  of  the  General  Defence  Act,  re- 
specting this  prerogative,  which  is  asserted 
to  be  inherent  in  his  Majesty.  It  states, 
that  in  the  event  of  invasion,  or  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy  in  force  upon  the 
ooast,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to 
call  out  the  persons  who  are  enrolled  un- 
der this  act  in  the  different  counties;  that 
it  shall  be  lawful  to  call  them  out  in  such 
proportion  as  shall  seem  meet;  to  place 
;them  in  any  regiment  of  regulars,  militia, 
or  feucibles;  to  put  them  under  martit^l 
law,  and  march  them  to  any  part  of  tlie 
coast,  &c.  This  act,  therefore,  without 
any  limit  or  qualification  of  rank,  age,  or 
station,  empowers  the  King  to  compel  any 
individual,  however  unfit  for  military  ser-* 
vice,  to  serve  in  the  ranks  exactly  on  the 
footing  of  enlisted  soldiers,  to  be  subject 
to  all  the  seventies  of  military  duty  and  of 
martial  law.  If  this  really  be  the  prero- 
gative of  his  Majesty,'  it  is  one  which  can- 
not be  contemplated  without  anxiety. 
Kot  to  suppose  the  existence  of  great  and 
violent  abuse,  it  is  sufficient  to  know,  that 
•such  power  is  liable  to  abuse;  and  no 
,man,  with  the  sentiments  of  freedom,  and 
the  cpnfidence  of  independence,  can  feel 
perfectly  easy  te  thiuk^  that  to  a  law  so 
unmitigated  and  so  unqualified  he  may  be 
isul^ect.  .  Is  it  possible  to  reflect  on  such 
ja  power,  without  seeing  how  it  may  be 
^used  and  perverted  ?  It  may  be  an  ex- 
treme case„  indeed,  to  state,  that  its  sweep- 
i9i^*Pr<^visions  g;[ve  authority  to  the  King 
tfi^  take  the.  prince  of  Wales,  place  him 
ig^er  the.  command  of  his  footman,  and 
Hiarcb  him  in  tliat  inferior  capacity  against 
4b^  ^nemy.  I  know  that  such  a  case  is 
impoi^bla,  but  it  illustrates  the  boundless 
authority  which  the  act  confers,  and  which, 
^ft  paany,  iastancjes,  it  is  quite,  ea^y  to  con- 
4;^v^  «migb.^  be^  ex^rc^^^d*    Migi^  not  a 


tradesman  or  a  former  be  hurried  away 
from  his  family  and  occupations,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  a  corporal 
or  Serjeant,  their  own  servants?  Persons 
of  every  situation  may  be  pitched  upon 
by  malice  or  by  revenge,  and  sent  to  per* 
form  military  service,  for  which  they  are 
unfit.  I  see  that  such  a  scheme  of  things 
does  lie  open  to  abuse,  and  the  monstrous 
abuse  and  injustice  with  which  the  jexecu- 
tion  of  it  would  be  attended,  must  hove 
prevented  the  attempt  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect at  all.  I  do  not  understand  exactly 
the  mode  in  which  the^  provisions  are  t^ 
be  reduced  to  practice.  If  the  quota  of 
men  to  be  furnished  by  a  parish  was  to  be 
fixed  by  ballot,  the  inconveni^ce  might 
frequently  be  very  great,  even  where  a 
sense  of  abuse  did  not  aggravate  the  case. 
The  ballot  might,  without  any  distinction 
of  rank,  age,  or  circumstances,  compel  any 
man  to  serve  in  person.  In  truth,  a  prin* 
ciple  more  inconsistent  with  that  sound 
and  rational  equality,  which  all  laws  and 
all  human  institutions  ought  to  aim  at  lu. 
the  imposition  of  burdens,  never  Ivas  de- 
vised. In  practice  it  must  be  productive 
of  extreme  inequality,  iiardship,  and  griev- 
ance. From  a  true  equality  the  principles' 
of  subordination  flow ;  but,  in  the  opera- 
tion of  such  measures  as  this,  all  distinc- 
tions are  annihilated,  and  every  thing  is 
levelled  under  the  discretion  of  the  crown. 
Indeed,  ministers  themselves,  on  some  oc* 
casions,  have  acknowledged  enough  to 
shew  that  they  were  themselves  convinced 
tliat  the  Oeneral  Defence  Act  could  not 
be  carried  into  practice.  It  was  said  by 
oue  of  them,  that  the  Defence  Act  wouU 
have  "given  way;"  and  ao  it  must*  for 
such  extravagant  powers  could  not  have 
been  exercised  without  an  abuse  that  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  measure.  But 
still  ministers  contended  it  had  bean  of 
use,  as  it  backed  the  volunteer  systea^^ 
What  ?  Was  it  then  thought  pecessary  ^ 
goad  the  people  of  this  countiy  forw^d 
in  the  defence  of  their  houses,  their  pro? 
perty,  and  their  liberties,  by  the  terff  r  of 
these  severe  provisions  ?  1  9,xa  certaip  t^fit 
tlie  spirit  of  the  nation  required  nf^  such 
spur.  Why  such  bugbears  th^n?/  Wl^ 
thus  compel  the  volunteers  on»  like  niroi^ 
rank  by  the  bayonet  of  that  be)iind  it  \ 
But,  in  truth,  what  was  this  bugbear?  Minis* 
ters  admit  that  this  act  might  have  **  give« 
way  V  What  was  the  value  of  this  threati 
this  stimulus  of  the  General  Defence  Act, 
which  bad  its  use  ?  At  any  rate,  if  tHe  peo* 
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pte  wanted  a  spur,  as  they  do  not,  would 
you  eoiploy  a  menace,  which,  in  fact,  had 
in  it  nothing  that  could  really  alarm  ? 
At  least  you  ought  not  to  threaten  what 
you  cannot  eriforce.  I  remember  an  anec- 
dote of  one  of  your  predecessors,  Sir, 
who  is  allowed  to  have  maintained  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  the  chair  in  a 
manner  superior  to  all  those  who  went 
before  him,  however  be  may  have  yielded 
to  those  who  have  oome  after  him.  It 
was  a  custom  with  that  person  (Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow),  when  any  member  was 
guilty  of  any  irregularity,  to  cry,  "  take 
care,  Sir,  or  ril^iame  you."  And,  on  one 
occasion,  a  member,  not  mtich  frightened 
by  the  threat,  asked  coolly,  <<  and  sup- 
pose you  do  name  me,  what  will  be  the 
consequence?"  "The  consequence!"  re- 
plied the  Speaker,  '^  God  only  knows !" 
Now,  in  the  same  manner,  ministers  have 
thought  it  convenient  to  keep  up  the  ter-* 
ror  of  th^  General  Defence  Act,  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  volunteers ;  yet  they  are 
stAsibU,  that  the  menace<  would  fail  them, 
and  that  if  they  were  to  :be  asked,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  6f  th^eir  threat, 
their  answer  would  be,<  *.*  God  oxUy  kaowtt !" 
for  no  man  could  think  of  putting  in  prac- 
tice a  m^Eisure  so  pregnant  with  oppression 
and  injustice*  In  the  ,  volunteer  .  bill,  ^ 
trtiich  was  lately  so  much  ^le  siihje(5t  of 
dbcfission  iti  the  Houses  ^  it  was  ai^ed  to 
he  unjust  that  a  farmer  should^  against  his 
will,  be  deprived  of  the  labdur  of  his  ser^ 
vant;  and  this  provision^  I  understand, 
has  been  "altered  in  the'Other  House.  But 
indeed  it  w«s  of  lirttle^eonsequence  to  talk 
oi  the* ^hardship  of  the  farmer  being  de- 
privadcof-  hii  servant,  if  he  himself  was 
HaUe'tift  be  taken,  and  sent  to  serve  in 
the  enay  of  militia,  in  Cornwall  or  Norr 
thombeiiaiid,  or  any  other  place  the  most 
remote  frdoij  his  abode.  But,  in  truth, 
the  \*ery  stnbcity  of  the  fact  made  it  im- 
possible /to.  put  it  into  execution ;  so  that, 
in  reality,;  it  was  as  little  calculated  to  be 
useful,  as  it  was  ahbgether  unnecessary  as 
a  stimulus  to  the  zeal  and  to  the  patriot. 
ism  of  the  country  .-^Having  seen,  there- 
fere,  that  the  General  Delence  Act  was 
Baither  necessary  in  terrorem,  and  cbuld 
be  of  no  aarail  as  a  bugbear,  what  practical 
good  was  it  calculated  to  a^rd in  strength- 
ening om-  means  of  repelling  invasion  ? 
I  have  repeatedly  stated  in  this  House, 
that  I  conceived  it. desirable  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  our  other  means  of, » defence,  we 
iboukl  have,  an  armed  peasantry*    Hk^ify- 


ters  themselves  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  an 
armed  peasantry  may  be  of  use  to  back 
the   volunteers,  as  the  latter  will  be  of 
service  to  back  the  regular  army.     They 
have  never,  however,  proposed  any  ra- 
tional practical  means  by  which  this  ad* 
vantage  can  be  obtained.     Let  us,  there«> 
fore,  g6  into  the  committee,  and  discuss 
the  subject.     Let  us  there  try  if  we  cannot 
devise  some  naode  of  strengthening  and 
confirming  whatever  is  well  conceived -in 
the  present  system   of  defence,  by  that 
which  all. consider  useful  and  important, 
though  in  different  degrees.     Let  us  there 
discuss  how  the  peasantry  are  to  be  called 
out,  armed  and  arrayed.     Let  us  discuss  ' 
how,  in  case  of  emergency,  they  are  to  be 
employed  ;  how  far,  if  fire  arms  cannot  be 
found,  pikes  may  not  with  advantage  be 
put  into  their  hands,  and  whether  it  may  - 
be  necessary  to  place  them  under  martial ' 
law ;  or  by  what  other  code  they  may  be 
rendered  subject  to  disripiine.    These  are 
fit  objects  for  discussion  in  the  committee, 
and  there  alone,  indeed,  can  they  be  dis- 
cussed with  advantage.     There,   too,   we 
may  revise,  amend,  and  improve  the  dlf*« 
ferent  measures  that  have  already  been 
passed  for  the  public  defence;  there  wei 
may  correct  their  errors,  remove  their* 
contradictions,  and  increase  their  effects' 
I  have  already  hinted  the  general  import** 
ance  of  calling  forth  the  exertiona  of  an ' 
armed  peasantry,  and  in  this,  even  they 
who  think  more  highly  of  the  volunteers, ' 
will  perfectly  eoncur,  because  the  armed'^ 
peasantry  is  not  intended  to  supersede  tlia- 
volunteers.     As  to  a  detailed  plan  on  this ' 
head,  I  do  not  propose  to  trouble  the. 
House  with  any  at  present.     Neither  am  I  > 
prepared  to  say  how  far  tins  service  should 
be  voluntary   or  compulsory.     That  the 
voluntary  zeal  of  the  country  would  sup'* 
ply  every  thing  that  could  be  desired,  I  am' 
perfectly  convinced.    At  the  same  time,' 
if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  make' 
the  service  in  some  degree  compulsory,  I- 
'will  not  say  that  it  might  not  be  prc^ser  tc 
make  some  provision  for  it.     Neverthe- 
less, the  means  of  calling  forth  that  aid 
must  be  freed  frcKn  that  injustice  and  ine« 
quality  to  which  the  General  Defence  Act 
would  now  be  liable.     How,  likewise,  it 
this. force  to  be  armed?  And  if  musketa 
cannot  be  furnished  to  all,  surely  those, 
who  are  most  inclined  to  despise  the  pike, 
mast  admit  that  the  pike  is  a  much-better, 
weapon  than  the  spade  or  pitchfork,  with 
'which  alone  the  peasantry  are  uowarmed. 
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as  to  b^  capable  o|  being  efn^lpyeA  with 
c^ect.  These,,  however,,  and  i«ftny  other 
questions  whicb  are  natuirajly  connected 
with  the  subject,  and  which  ivjll,  no  <loubt, 
be  mprer  particularly  insisted  upon  this 
evening,,  wU  be  proper  for  the  considera- 
tiQ^  of  the  committee,  ^ich  ifc.is.  the  pur* 
pQse  of,  my  motion  to  institute.  I  sbaH 
ti^retbre  conclude  with  moving^  <*That  it 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  tp  revise  the  several  bills  ibr  the 
Defence  of  the  Countpyj  and  to»  oonsidier 
of  such  fjuriher  measures  as  may  be  neofis^ 
eary  to,  n^ake  that  defence  mone^  complete^ 
apd  permanentc" 

The  CkameUor  of  th  Sxck^Mer^rrSUr^. 
I.ani  induced  to  offer  myself  to?  your  nor 
tice  at  this  moment,  jMbtr  tfa^  at  a 
XHore^  advanced  period  of  the  dfabatB^.  fin- 
t^  purpose  of  combating  tiie  arguments 
whjch  the  hon,  gent.,  has*  ur^  at  con8i-^ 
derable  length*  in  support  ^  one  of  the- 
iQOst  extiaordiniury  motions  tbat^  wsthiot 
my  pejrliamentary.  esperienoev  kefr  ever 
been  submitted  to  the  considemtion  of  this 
House*  Ivbave  another  inducement,  abov 
aming  kogn  some  incidental  cireumstaDoes 
J%  the  epeedi.  you  have  just  heard,  for 
tifespas^ngt  at  thia  early  hour,  upon  the 
a^tentioQ.  o£  the>  House.  The  hon.  gent. 
h^A.  alluded  to  the  aeal  and  unanimil^ 
Vrhicha^  present  pervades  all  ranke  and 
classes^  of  socie^ ;  bu^  his  approbation,  ia 
q;ialifi«d  by  the  observation,  that  it  is  a 
XIMl.and  unanimity  solely  to  be  attributed. 
t^  the  fear  of;  invasion,  inferring  therebyv 
that,  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  neither  by 
tbeir  measures,  nor  their  conduct^  bave 
ct>iidiiQed  either  to  excite  or  maintain  it. 
Ihe  hon*.  gent*  has  adverted  to  soake  disi. 
cmsioas  which  took  place  at  the  cem<^ 
jneneement  of  the  war ;  but  it  must  be  in 
the  recoUection  of  gent,  that  the-  observa- 
tions which  fell  from  him  on  one  of  those 
Qfx:a6ioos,  drew  forth  the  reprehension  of 
the.  House ;  on  imother  question,  I  had 
the  boiefit  of  that  hon.  gent/s  support 
When  a  motion  was  made,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  eondemn  me  and  my  go1« 
leagues  k>T  engagingin  the  war,  that  hon. 
gent,  refused  to" support  if.  By  hiavote 
an  thatquestion,  he  did,  in  the  fuUest-and 
>  most  nnquaii^ed  manner,  *  absolve  and 
acquit  u&  entirely  fv^m  the'guilt  of  having 
commenced  that  war.  But,  ^r^  wns  do 
not'  depend  for  ouv  justiiioation  on  the 
atocideuitalapprobatidnof  riiat hon^  genti, 
gMie  ae  theieifiect  of.hiaaf pio|>atkMi  mi^ 


be»  Webuildit  onmucbflftor^  BoHdan^  , 
extended  greunds,  the  almost  unanimoua 
vote  of  this  House,  by  which  it  has-  been 
sanctioned  and  confirmed.  I  come  now 
to  the  hon.  gent's  present  motion,  ceri 
tainly  one  oi  the  most  extraordinary  that 
has  ever  been  brought  before  this  Houdet 
for  which  there  ia'no  precedent  in  the* 
parliamentary^  history  of,  this  coiunUyy  tOr 
^ich  there  is  nothing  aaalogo^s  in  tha^^ 
parliamentary  usa^  of  tfae  Qountry»  aiudt 
which  I  am  well  justified  ia  describing  ae^ 
a-measum  oaeost:  uncommon  auA  entraov*- 
dtaary,  when  coupled  with  the  ^raoge-aad- 
singular  malter  whtcKthebon..  gwti  Me 
contrived  to  muc  witli  it.  Thejol^eet  ofi 
his  motion  is.  to  appoiftt  a  eommitteato^. 
revise  the  acts  that  ba>V'  heenr  parsed  foih 
the.  defence  ofi  tfaeooun^ry,  fs^.  tto;  xoo^- 
eider  of,  and  provide  adequate 'maaos  ior^ 
the  protection!  of  it  in.  futurea  Sit>.  tbeet; 
is  no  man  in  thie.  House  wha  men$  Wfbtyi 
vakiea  the  prirnkg^s  of  Barliamisatihim-  i 
dat;; there  is  no  men  in  thdHpuseiwhii 
infill:  be  more  lead^^  to  assert  and  nvraftaiit- 
them;  I  kaowv  that  bif  the  ^)ans(littttionl  it 
is  iniveeted,.  and  k  is.  fitting) it -should  be, 
with  'oery  great  knd.  extfiustve  pavm»i' 
and  I  will  not  deity  its.  right  to  imtittttie'^i 
committee  for  the  purpo^Sc  Oui/t.  are  prm , 
posed.  Butv  Sir,  while  .L  admit  tba  powes- 
o£  the  House  to  dothie,  I.  thinkl.majf^ 
safely  apply  te  the  <MioretioD  ofi  gwl^lAiat 
they  will  not^  by  supporting;  the  motie%. 
countenance  Ite'establiehtment  o£  axqtiu/ 
mittee,  whidi,.  in'  ita  proeeedinig^ran^  lift* 
sult^  mnst  ternnnate  and.  beeffitie,.tei  att. 
inteets  and  purposes,,  a  OMonittsel  eft  a^ 
parely  military  natuim  -  Suda  a.e«itUMtte^' 
^wovld  be  rather  a  nimi'  andi.udcomai^- 
mode  of  manifesting,  either  thai  ipthati^. 
jor  the  prudence  of  this  Heruee^  and  oner 
ta  which,  I  am  persuaded,  Mi  ivik  .not 
eanly  reeur,  except  upon  mufibi  etMMigen 
igrounds  than  the.  hon.  gent,  haa  breught 
jforwiaFd  in.  support  of  hid  motion  ait  tbta^ 
I  nights  There  is  soonething  peculiar  alspi 
;in  the  matter  of  the  hoit  genUfa- motion)^ 
For  reasons  peculiar  to  himseli^  no  dmibt«» 
but  which  t^. House  will  havebttleidiffi«( 
culty  in  gueasiii^at,  hehaa  totidly  omitte<| 
all  mention,  oi»  dkosion  whatewn  to  titei 
navy,  and  has*  wtedlyexeluded  bom  hid 
considers  ti0h  ttie  400,000  vokmteeiB,  caa^ 
posing  s^'CSientia)  a  part  of  onr-ineans  ofi 
defence.  Bul>  this  peculiarity  is  not  to  bd 
exclusively  af^proporiated  to  thepuiTJort  ai 
his  motion^  or  the  vaidoms  details  thatJe 
ia  mtendesi   fe^  ^mlblace*     Ha  has.  m 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Hili ,       PAiUU  DiiK^lIK,  h^sL^^m,  HM^r^^JkfcM  t^mComiti^  :        D»ar 


)Rg  aDi4^  cpf^tradiotory  epmioqs;;  got  «mi» 
ok^liDg  tQ  too  (ffuss^  «D  •Kt#n#ioii  ot  ooe 
pari  o^  our  foi«A,  aoolher  ^funiBDtipg,  any 
attaq»pt  at^  ita  dicma^a^;  some  racoioft^ 
.  laandiag  a  gF^^r  9a4  loipe  a  lie«&ll^r  aMi- 
tH>o  to  tim  fB^iim  9m^^  aa4  odi«f«^  wbo 
cbft^r  a9  t^  tliat  ^artiqaUr  ^(»Q9  of  aa- 
¥«1  force  wa  8boai4  emplojr ;  apa^pse^ir- 
riag;a*lA«g^«i«iibei;  oC  sm^vas^fii^  aqd 
sof^a  at  &f]^.ntt«it)9r  of  laiig^  yesseU^ 
fi)ly,  ^  tba9e»  Iba  kton^  |^t{,  kaa  fownd 
laeaod.  ^  gratifyv  m  tftai«  iodivddaai  car 
pnc9a«^4!opipaoa9f.  ^d  Uk  incloda  thaoa 
viitbia*  thfk  cQtop»m  of  thia  swoeptf^aad 
g^aoral  iiioitoa.-*«J  caoi^  af>w  to^  aoatl^ 
part  oftthr  lioa*.gaiit.f9arg$)Kaenl|  ia  which: 
h^  hfv»<  aaid)  tiial  lua  did?  Aa4  atiaeb  mitf;b 
cro^t.  to  tiia  appv^h^Moa  of  inva^ioir. 
Shahap.'g$)i]|t.  aa  I  et^ted  bafote^  baab^en 
pl0aMd  to,(}«Qla]?atbat.tho<prefiaQt  mam^ 
mi^  aro9a  cflatimljf  kom  t{ba  actual  diitgsr 
of  tb9  Qoaotrx*  I  k«ow  not  ^^  tvbf^t  4^ 
tarit^  ^  arguaient  tba  hon.  geal;* wUibe 
able  to  I  raoonoile  tho3a  two  oioaarTatmnay 
tii4t>  .$«  ba«ciyfty  there  is  aotdaf^rofm-r 
xaQio%.^di  a|;ain^  that  oar  aaammitjitk 
atttwly  0v)f^g  to  it  Nor  9m  I  very  .aoli- 
qp^Nm$  op  tba^  heady  when  I  racaUeety  Ibat 
4ari«^  tba  la^  wary  that  boa.  gi9BA«  coor 
tiiiti*Uy>^ai&8arted,  that  it  wad  tbm  isi^a^tiefi; 
^  Ibats  was  wiiiicb  pi\ei^ate4«  us  from  heiag. 
upeosnous  tb&k.  IhiiiagLtbat  war^  I  ber 
^^  ifc  caaoot  be  impated  to  that  hoa« 
l^afc.  Ibat h^eyer  came  forward whb  aay 
propo|itia»  to  «vert  aoy  d^ngeit  with  wbicb^ 
ttia«coiiait9yia^batebaeBiiBe0aced»  oor 
ihffiiig.  tfaii  actual  bo9|ility»  baa  be  evar.  h^- 
VwgfmJ  bia  Majesty  a/ miniater^  with  any 
^nyeet  :Or  aag^tioiif  of,  bi4^  or  givao^ 
4^iiiy.m  aay  way  wbate^ei,  tdie^advaatagaj 
oi hiB  greai  taleotaii  .lAdee4«  tba  )umk 
gfiifpis  ba^v  seid,  that  if  mtaieters  badi  frankly 
OMnaumiaated-to  bim.th^  thay^vMeiTe  really 
apprebea^iva  of  danger^,  be  would  bafvej 
oaacumied  ia.ai^  augiaentatbd  tactile  pttb^ 
lio  fierce  they  might  hava^tbeagbt  aaee^aai^ 
for  (ha  pubUc  defence.  But,.  &ir, :  was  it 
necessary  that  this  sdiouldl  hme  bead  madfe 
the  sttbjeci  of  particular  and-  ^>eGific  CQm»> 
munieaijtoti  to^bim-,  a/  to  aiiy  tbiokin^sian. 
ia  tbi:>  i  Quntry  ?  Ia  it  possible  tbatt  boiv 
gfiaU.  cuuid  have-  skm^  }m  eyeft»  and  dosad 
up  hib  eal^h^enedmind  egaioet  tbe:active». 
ttnceaMin^»  atid  immoderate  ambition  ttf 
Franeevs^imulaljed  smd^invited  to  tba  exer^ 
liua  01.  hit  junbitioDy  aad  posaesding^  the 
iqpaimof  gruiffying  it,  in.ibe:pQa8^ii)ii^xt£si9» 


mai^r  ho«dl«l  laefitas  oCseaManfti  fttmjir 
inf^almoBtfrooa  tbeTeJtal  toite  AdrMic? 
-^.tha  CQvane  o&ttebanw.  gODt's.  spaevb 
ba.  bat  firaqaaoidy  adiattad^  hmt  wkk  m 
partiidit^r-wfamb  i  havereaeomtoiooiaplaiw 
of,  tor  the  dedaiatieDrol  minittera  rtspact-c 
ing  tfae^pHKibablls  4nraikm  af  tbacpeoioa  of 
Aoueaa.  Sifr,  we  nsvar  did  pl^^  ovtv^ 
salves  for  tioflt  coatiaaaiicff  of  tbait:peax9a^ 
On  thecontBtfy,  ^e  alwaya  thoagtat,  aiRJk 
oBiitted  DO  oppartooi^f  of  deaUnng  say 
that  the  be^  secatxty  Ibr  the  aoatamMRMa 
ofpaace»  wa^to  impcsse  Fraaoa,  andaoi 
oaly  Fcasee^  but  ail  £ur^cv  wiA  ai-con^ 
viction  thai  our  strengtby  oart^n^-  aaA 
,Qar  raeansy  wiete  whole  anA  inexbaasMf 
and  that  akhoagb}  ve)  ware  wiliing.  to  adn* 
base  to  the  peaae  w^  bad  aada^  wmtwmed 
ready  hr  war^  wfacaie^ier  insalt^r  ag^ts^' 
sjtm^  en  the*  part  a£  aay^  poita;  aboaM 
compel  U9  to  it,  .  Ia.  waB>  Siny  firoiafbew 
motivesy  that,  our  peac^^eatatdishmasNt  aii 
gaeetlf  exceed  ti»tpeaca-eatabbnia<urtlaf 
i79^f  an  augmfentatiooi  wbieh  bfiaagbl 
down  o&ua  the  cainuseof  l§ie(hanc>g0ttt**-M 
I  come  new.  to  the  bfeoy  gttirt/s  motioftt 
AanKiwed^«nd)-reitnQted:  to  a  dBgree'i«iicon<» 
distent'  with^  hia  uaaab  GSmdooi^  and  vaa^ 
¥tosthy^af.his§reaAFaiiQd.  liar  ha&  idiiactail 
his  observations.  pmeipflUy  bu  the  Mgutaa 
and  miMa  fttrdBi^^^ixAiUMg:  tkaisaty  aodl 
volunteeiir,.  sa^d  .  faafi  racosbneiBtet^  wMl 
his  acoostomedvaea^  and  pertti^rann^  ths 
adoptbn  of  hia  faaoavite  pngeot  6f  addn^ 
aa .  airmed  peasaartaiy;^  He  bny  cidaAy  ra^ 
Ikd  jxpom  tsra>pofifts.fieF  tbe^  appasntmenS 
of  ^is  commitcxsey  froaawfaacfazlia^a^rectsiMi 
suppose,  that  so  loaag^  advaotag^  niay  bg 
denveal';  onetis^  tlnel  theperaidouitprhi^ 
dple  of  racraitingb|jpeoiDp€fcitib«ifiay  btf 
abolished  in  it^  and  nexib,  tibolr  tte  aisteni 
of  serrke  may  beabesed  fipcni.  life  to  terae 
of  years*'  I  tnisl  IishaU  ba  lilae  so  prdva^ 
to>  the  satis^acEtioa  ofi  the  Hoaie;  that  it 
wonldnotbe  jiBtided^  tbab  is  vsaeM  noS 
be  pyodent  nor  advisable  in.  ^  topeooeffd 
to  the  farmskioli  ofl  $iich.  a^  oenlasitted^ 
u^tisadi  sbgbliaaD^  sneafljoianttreaaoiia  asE 
Iraye  fae^  imktkiaeflb  .  Afy'-nbhlai  ftieiut 
wfajci  siis  near.ib&^iiOrdCastlBcaagb^^hai^ 
s£al^,  fibflot  aatbaaQtic  cbcoittentsv  that 
adtheagh  tba:  rorititting  fOQ^nsrai  saavidt 
wasinotso.  greair  at  paesmt.  astliCi  w^s  430^ 
^Btrmer  (K;casu2n8V>  yatthat  ii^  was  aagneM 
asxiocumstamceajgave asai^ ngbe  to  ax^ 
pact.  Wbaiif  giait.  Sa*,.ife  infome<^  thai 
tbe-pearBons  wto*  ai?  entrusted  wiitb  bis  Ma- 
jesty's go  vt»  a»re  compalied  to  oaUaet  and 
tato  oa^o£y9UY:  popuiaAioaxiD  Jasa  thaa 
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MOifiOO  men  for  the  pnrpote  of  recruktRg 
your  anny  and  your  navy.  9^d  that  within 
tfee  Bpace  >of  little  more  than  l^  months, 
Ibey  will  cease  to  eacpress  any  ^urpiise  that 
the  fecruitifig  service  should  have  expe- 
rienced a  momentary  cessation;  when  I 
^clare  U>  tbis^  House,  on  the  part  of  that 
govt*  tjiat  ,thiere  is  at  present  a  regulaV 
iKCSf  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  com- 
posed c^  troops  of  the  line  and  militia,  of 
l,K>  less  than  184»000,  I  trust  it  will  be 
acknowledged  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
baxenot  .been  remiss  or  improvident  in 
making  iUequate  preparations  for  the  de-' 
i^nce  ,af  the  country.  When  gent,  reflect 
fpoo  ihe^fficulties  we  had  to  encounter, 
tkat  >«e,  had  the  militia  to.  raise,  that  we 
bad  the.army  of  the  line  to  recruitf  that 
we  bed  the. army  of  reserve  to  establish, 
4at  ^»e  had  the  defence  act  to  prepare^ 
mid  that^we  Jiave  a  regular. army,  line  and 
wlitiaof  184,000,  that  we  have  400,000 
tohiBleeys,  that  we  have  27>000  sea  fen- 
^les^  independent  of  troops  in  other 
points,  in 'garrisons,  and  in  colonies,  mak* 
log  in  the  whole  a  focce  little  short  of 
SOO,OOQ,  and  greater  in  number  by  200,000 
tbap :  the  greatest  exertion  of  the  enemy 
ifm  bcbigJorward?  I  say.  Sir,  when  suoh 
difficulties  and  such  successes  are  weighed 
40iuii|ftt.eaeli  oUies,  I  trust  the  House  and 
^  cc^iiiti^  wUl  admit  ^st  twe  are  not  that 
ineapable  .and  .incompetent,  description  of 
|pen  the  hon.  mover. of  the.  question  before 
yon  yendeavoors  to  represent  us.  This, 
Sjtr,  conkl  be^  proved  .by  documents  the 
nost  ^tlkintiG  and  irrefragable;  and 
ltK>ugb.  for  many  reasons*  wluch  .will  be 
obvious  to  gent.  I  feel  strong  >objection 
lo  the  pKKloction  of  siibb:  information,  y^- 
I  will  consent  to  give  those  gent,  who 
9>ake  theiwaot-^  it  a  ground  of  complaint 
9nd  acooaation  agmnst  minisfers,  im  ac<' 
count.  o(  the  militaiy  and  naval  force  of 
ti3ec<MM»tey  as  it  actually  is,  but  upon  the 
expresa;  condition  that  tb^  do  not  ask  for 
^  distiibition  of  it.  J  atn  persuaded. 
Sir,  tbat;if  such  an  aocoont  were  laid  on 
tiie  table,  it  would  be  the  best,  I  will  go 
fiurtbtf^  ami  say,  it  would  be  :a  4ecisive 
MAweir  to  ^t  best  arguaoent  the  hon.  gent. 
l»s,  urged  in  ^uppoip^  of  biB'mot^n.-^The 
kon..genti:ha8  g/ooe  at  coni^erable  length 
iato  the  consideration  of  that  principle 
•^pressed  in  the  defence  act,  that  it  is  his 
Maje^y's  prerogative  to  call  upon  the. ser- 
vices oift  all  ranks  of  his  subjects  capable  of 
bearing  .arms,  in  case  of  invasion^     Sir,  in 


frequently  alluded  to  hi  debdte^  but  never" 
opposed  j  for  it  was  admitted^  generally 
admitted,  that  his«Mi^esty  possessed  sudft 
a  premgitive  in  ease  of  invasion,  and  tlie 
oQly  question  was>  ^  I  well  remember,  whe-^! 
,tber  he  could  nc>t  resort  to  it  before  inva*^ 
(sidn.     The  hon.  genti*  affects  to  acquit 
ministers  of  any  blame  ki'tnm)ducing  the' 
asnertion  of  that  pai^cdlartyrerogative  into 
thatbiHybypresUmingthlitin  theirlinxiety^ 
jto^prepiue  for  the  defen<!e  of  the  counUryi* 
a  solitary  instance  of  recognising  it  might 
have  esGiiped  their  observatioF*      Sir,  •!» 
desire  that  prineiple  may  bis  thofobghly^ 
examined  and  enquired* uito;  I  des^e  that- 
it  be  not  taken,  pro  adinieso,  bM  that  it 
I  may  stand  on  ite  faif  end  genertiS  eonsci** 
tutional  grouud£{»-^With   re^ct    to'  the' 
,hon.  gent.'d  motion,*!  am  to  look  forothet^ 
motives,  than  those  he  has  thought  ^udent^ 
to  avow,  for  proposing  4t*    I  am  io  seel& 
for  other  reasons  for  a  motion  pecuhariy 
ci^O^ated  to  collect  all-  Uie  floattog  opi-* 
nioris  of  the  House,  and  to  create  such  an^ 
[opposition  to  his  Majesty's  mitii^^rs  as' 
would  tend  to  produce  a  change  of^  admi* 
nistratiouv     If  ^at  be  the  object  of  -thd' 
bon^  gent/s   motion^  let   him  state   so^^ 
broadly  and  nnequivoctdly ;  let  him  pro-* 
duoe  seme  specific  accusation;    let  htkk' 
bving  forward  some  direct,  explicit  charge^' 
and  let  him  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on* 
it;  but  let  him  not  bring  it  forward  in  th^ 
covert  and  underhand  mode,  and'l>y  a; 
d^oiir  endeavour  to  stigmatise  these  iie^ 
has  not  the  courage  to  accuse  boldly  ^andA 
manfully.    Let  not  the  hon.  gent.  I  say^I 
have  ^recourse  to  a  paHfy  expedient  ^tbis^ 
nature,  it  is  unworthy  of  him.    If  weartf> 
;faitiy  attacked,   if  we  are  ..accused  ufjoa 
specific  grounds,  we  are  ready  and  wHlin^T 
to  meet  the  charge,  and  we  shall  find,  I^ 
trust,  no  difficulty  in  defending  and  ju8ti«*> 
fying  ourselves  upon  fair,  open,  and  con*, 
stitutional  principles.    To  the  motion  of* 
the  hon.  gent.  I  feel  the  strongest  objee**- 
tions,  and  I  am  bound  to  resist  it  upon 
every  consideration  of  prudence  and  of 
pul^  policy.^    I  call  upon  every  member 
of  this  House  to  look  at  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  to  say,  whether  such  a  com- 
mittee is  practicable  or  adviseable  ?   To; 
accomplish  all  the  objects  proposed  by  it,^ 
you  must  bring  officers  from  their  duty,, 
with  ^eat   inconvenience  to  the  publio' 
service,  and  possibly  with  greater  danger 
to  the  public  safety ;  you  must  collect  do«- 
cuments  and   information    from  various 


iiMuasing  ^that  hilly  ^  t^at  principle  was  Iquartevs;  you  jaamt  baye  sfi,  4h^  reoord|» 
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-imd  accounts^  the  plans  and  the  proposes 
that  are  possessed,  or  have  been  submitted 
to  the  different  departments,  laid  on  that 
table,  and  examined,  andy  what  is  no  tri* 
vial  objection,  made  public,  before  you 
can  come  to  a  right,  or  indeed  to  any  con^ 
elusion,  as  to  whether  the  naval  and  mili* 
tary  foance  of  the  country  has  been  pro- 
perly employed  and  administered.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say,  tliat  a  great  state  neces* 
flity  may  not  justify  the  appointment  of 
such  a  committee ;  but  I  leave  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  House  to  determine,  if  any 
proofs  of  such  necessity  have  been  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  the  present  dangerous 
and  extraordinary,  measure.  And  i  must 
say,  that  the  ai^uments  in  support  of  the 
motion  are  too  feeble*  impotent,  and  in- 
significant to  justify  so  important  and  deli- 
cate a  proce^ing.  I  entertain  a  perfect 
confidence,  therefore,  that  in  opposing^  the 
motion,  i  shall  have  the  concnrrence  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  House.  I  say  a  large 
majority  of  the  House,  £e>r  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  they  will  be  so  indifferent  to  the 
order  and  dignity  of  their  own  proceedings 
as  to  be  misled  by  sucli  statements  into  a 
measure,  so  unprecedented  and  dangerous 
as  the  motion  the  hon.  gent,  proposes.  I 
therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  it  a  decided 
negative, 

Mr.  Pitt. — I  cannot  agree,  Sir,  with  the 
ligh^  hon.  gent,  who  has  just  spoken^  in 
the  description  of  the  motion  which  is 
now  before  the  House.  It  is  a  motion,  in 
my  view  of  it,  which  is  neither  calculated 
to  embrace  opinions  hostile  to  govt,  nor 
to  any  ministers  whatever,  nor  to  embrace 
opinions  that  may  have  been  entertained 
on  small  and  minute  points,  and  thereby 
produce  a  general  concurrence  against 
ministers  to  criticize  upon  their  conduct, 
when  such  members  might  have  but  small 
and  minute  differences  in  their  opinions  as 
to  the  detail  of  a  system  to  which  they 
generally  assent ;  but .  it  is  a  motion  cal- 
culated to  embrace  all  those  who  consider 
that  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  adopted 
and.  substituted  for  that  which  they  consi- 
der to  be  iaHdequate  for  our  defence,  and 
to  call  the  attention,  of  those  who  are  &t%'' 
posed  to  take  a  grave  and  radical  review 
of  our  public  affairs— a  review  of  all  the 
resources  which  govt,  have  brought  ior- 
^ard ;  who  think  that  no  part  of;  our  de^ 
fence  is  adequate  to  what  wc  ought  to 
expect— all  those  who  are*  convinced,  by 
•xperience,  that  after  12  months  have  been 
fiyeB  to  thflte  jept  to  efthaust  all  the  rs^ 


sources  of  their  minds,  to  amefid,  ihd 
what  they  have  thought,  to  improve  from 
the  suggestion  of  others;  all  those  wh^ 
are  convinced  upon  mature  irefiection,  that 
fron^  the  present  ministers,  or  under  thenr, 
nothmg  is  likely  to  originate  to  give  to  this 
cpuntry  any  fair  chance  of  having  whi&t  \% 
due  to  its  own  zdal  and  its  own  exertioiii 
at  the  most  important  and  the  iiidst  criti* 
cal  period  that  ever  existed  in  ltd  histoty, 
which  he  embraced  by  the  piPesent  motion ; 
and  (  confess  1  am  one  of  those  who  look 
at  this  sul:ject  in  that  point  of  view,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  support  this  motion  oil 
almost  all  the  grounds  which  the  hon.  gent, 
urged  who  moved  it.  I  feel  it  my  duty  td 
my  sovereign  and  to  my  country,  to  do  so» 
not  only  <>n  all  the  reasons  which  that  hon. 
gent,  has  urged  in  support  of  it,  but  also 
tor  many  which  he  omitted  to  state,  and 
which  1  shall  slightly  touch  nipon.  But  th^ 
right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  with  all 
his  recollection  of  the  records  of  parlia*. 
ment,  and  with  all  the  force  of  bis  imagi- 
nation, which  he  indulged  to  supply  his 
recoUectioii,  has  only  proved  that  h^  knew 
of  no  motion  like  the  present ;  and  also 
by  the  same  authority,  which  is  himself, 
that  when  circumstances  are  extraordinary, 
the  measures  to  provide  for  them  are  like- 
wise extraordinary ;  and  1  think  we  may 
add,  that  whatever  extraordinary  mea*- 
sures  may  be  adopted,  the  pi^sent  crisii 
which  requires  theni  is  also  extraordinary ; 
and  this  the  right  hon.  gent,  appears  to  be 
surprized  at,  as  if  it  were  extraordinary  to 
propose  a  committee  of  this  House,  to 
consider  of  the  means  for  providing  for  th* 
defence  of  the  country;  as  if  it  Were  ex- 
traordinary, that  after  12  months  of  the 
war,  preceded  by  a  peace  which,  by  the 
confession  of  ministers  tliemselves,  was  a 
mere  notice  of  tkat  war,  and  a  war4n 
which  they  themselves  have  been  exhausted 
in  their  skill ;  and  yet  in  the  course  of  the 
last  1^  months,  they  have  brought  forward 
nothing  in  which  there  has  not  been  a  va^ 
riety  of  contradictions  in  theplans,  repug- 
nancies in  the  measures,  and  imbecility 
in  the  execution.  Nothing  in  which  every 
step  has  not  been  marked  by  unnecessary 
delay ;  and  at  last  the  measures  adopted 
amounting  almost  to  a  retraction  'of  tbo 
principle  upon  which  it  was  founded.  I 
should  say  it  is  extraordinary  ind^d,  If 
afterbaving  such  and  .so  mnmy  melancholy 
proofs  that  ministers  themselves,  %fter  re^ 
peated  trials,  have  proved  what  is  lo  be 
expectetl'  from  tbem^  by  wlutt  *th^  haw 
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prodoofM^  if  Ais  U<Hi9e  tiM  $ot  ^tM|uhie 
iiit»  thi»  MQiDi^at  Mil^t,  m  the  hope  of 
fcei|3gab)»  tyi^eviie  some  better  means  ibr 
4)ie  deifwce  'oi  iSae  ccmaMry  th«&  any  wbioh 
Hiey  be«e  .t>i^OiU^  forward  ior  ikiu  pur.- 
|io«e^  «  pourse  in  which,  if  they  eiie^r- 
mitUMi  to  fQ  oiv,  there  tan  be  no  hope  of' 
p^itttf  to  Hm  covnliry*  Such  has  been  the 
mpcle  in  wbkh  they  hme  loanaged  the  im- 
^rlantcbairfeqf  defeasing  ^heoountiyt  I 
fte)  tfa^t  h  smt  conipeiled  to  ro«ke  this 
vtrcing  and  canyjifjit  declaration  of  my  sen* 
timentsl  I  do  icooaider  the  measure  ior  the 
iBcreate.of  l^  re^p»laf  araoy  as  a  mewsure 
for  which  miniHefS  ve^unahk  to  provide^ 
Ar  ft  is  only  ia  few  nights  a^o»  ^ice  we 
lu^tjieconfeseion  of  miinsters  themselves, 
that  ib&  necessity  was  so  great  for  the 
aii^ii!^  a  provision  for  this  purpose,  that 
tiie  njeastire  they  themselves  had  formerly 
l>roiight  forward*  they  would  consent  to 
«bandon>  if  by  any  otiier  measure  the  in- 
crease oi  the  re^kr  army  could  be  pro- 
jduced.-»-I  do  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  proposed 
upon  the  subject  of  «a  armed  peasantry, 
«ior  af  substituting  an  armed  peasantry  for 
tiie  volunteers ;  which  the  right  bom  gent, 
who  ^)oke  last,  at  onetime  was  abput  to 
•late,  as  being  the  idea  of  the  hpti.  gent 
"mko  has  brought  forward  this  motion ;  but 
hfi  set  himself  right  afterwards,  and  ad- 
mitted of  a  difference,  net  a  very  slight 
one,  that  of  adding  an  armed  peasantry  to 
the  volunteers,  instead  of  aubstitutkigthem 
for  the  volunteers*  And  if  there  are  per- 
sons who  tliink,  that,  in  point  of  substance, 
the  volunteers  are  more  essential  for  the 
actual  and  efficient  service  of  the  country 
than  the  arroied  peasantiy,  as  certainly . 
there  are  great  numbers  that  would  be  for 
altering  th^  quality  of  our  mode  of  defence ; 
but  then  they  may  assent  to  having  the  aid 
pf  the  peasantry,  but  not  in  the  way  in 
vrhich  it  wasBtated  by  the  right  hon.  gent. ; 
mnd,  as  lo  the  volunteers,  we  have  a  ri^ 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  full  benefit  of  )£at 
.  force;  a  force  which  has  often  been,  md 
j^y  is,  a  favourite  with  ^lis  House  and 
the  public ;  a  force,  which  whatever  it  may 
liavis  been  in  its  origin,  has  nbw  theadvan- 
]Ugaof  being  formed,  and  of  heiqg  in  a 
great  slate  el  eftcieney  as  a  force,  HKmgh 
lione  of  iu  ^ciency  >hai  been  owing  to 
flbiniatitrs.  Ofton  it  has  produced  among 
f»  aome  differenoe  of  ^ipinion,  as  to  the 
precise  extent  to  which  you  dmuid  carry 
it,  and  as  to  the  circumstances  under 
frhicbyoti  ihOttld  tender  it  most  ^iectufd ; 


jhat  ^  ts  a  fbrbe  twhadk  Att.  of  «8  «ihniftti  Hif 
be  an  ^eactnemely  valuable  fmnce  i  and  now 
there  is  haidly  any  diflerence  betweeti  the 
bcsu  gent,  who  made  this  laMxtion,  and  kh 
Majesty's  government,  on  the  subject  ^ 
the  armed  peasantry,  he  sap  it  ^mr  be  a 
proper  thing  if  ministers  and  ^rliamfent 
shall  dnnk  it  ri^t.  So  the  rig^  hon^ 
gisnt.  has  gpne  the  length  of  admitting  the 
measure  may  be  right,  if  be  shall  heieaftsr 
thick  so.  I  say,  I  think  it  clearly  Hght 
that  you  should  institute  an  inquiry  whei^ 
ther  it  is  r%jht  or  not.  Havse  we  not  been 
told  by  ministers  for  th^  six  months  pa^ 
that  the  invasion  might  take  place  per- 
haps within  24  hours?  Is  it  a  time  to  pro^ 
crastmate  any  wise  measures,  any  efficient 
plans  of  defence,  at  a  time  when  we  see  that 
the  enemy  have  surmounted  many  of  those 
preliminary  dtfficahies  wisidh  some  months 
ago  were  ckemed  invindbk  f  Have  not  the 
enemy  supplied  those  means  ol  conveyance 
which  it  was  at  first  ^vought  must  render 
all  the  tin«ats  €^  the  enemy  vain  and  fu- 
tile f  Have  they  not,  in  the  face  of  that 
navy  which  ministers  so  confidently  boast 
has  been  carried  to  its  utmost  strength,  and 
has  been  distributed  with  the  most  perfect 
judgment-«*-have  they  not,  within  sight  Of 
our  shores,  and  in  defiance  of  tMirob* 
structipn,  assembled  in  one  port  between 
13  and  1400  vessels,  capable  olf  conveying 
from  50  to  100  and  150  men  eadi  ?  llavft 
they  not  proved  that  all  our  reasonings 
abcMit  the  impossibility  of  sailing  from  One 
port,  the  difficulty  of  a  concerted  attack, 
the  obstacle  of  wmds  and  tides,  v^ere  un- 
founded, and  that  tlie  contempt  we  enter- 
tained for  their  preparations  and  for  their 
menaces  were  Ul-founded  and  unwarrant* 
ed  ?  With  such  fiscts  before  us,  ought  we 
to  suspend  or  delay  any  means  that  ^^ 
contribute  to  our  safety  ^  We  ought  not  to 
treat  with  contempt.  Or  with  a  mse  secu- 
rity pronounoe  impracticaWe,  the  prcject^ 
of  a  bold,  enterprizing,  said  desperate^ 
though  often  fortunate  enemy,  and  one, 
too,  that  nevier  stood'  in  the  way  of  good 
fortune  by  a  dread  of  bad.  If,  then,  an 
armed  peasantiy  is  calculated  to  b^  of  any 
utflity  in  Essex,  Kent,  or  Sussek,  in  op^ 
posing  an^nemy,  and  retarding  their  pro^ 
gt^sa  to  ithe  metropolis,  it  is  ^i  that  no  tinN^e 
siaonld  beioit  in  devising  a  {^an  foi^o^iain^ 
ing  this  additional  aid.  The  hon.  gefnt.  miti 
oonCetids^  that  the  motion  is  nnconstitu- 
tk>nal ;  but  what  is  there  unconstitutional 
in  te^rring  to  the  consideration  ^  4 
commntae  of  -tba  ^ole  Uoasey  whlob  1 
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«md^rstand  to  iie^the  object  of  the  motion 
<Mr.  Fox  nodded  assent),  certain  acts 
passed  by  th«  legislature,  so  that  tfaey  may 
be  modi^d,  altered,  and  improved  ?  Is 
the  bon.  gent,  who  so  long  tilled  that  chair, 
with  so  mucli  credit  to  liimself  and  advan- 
tage to  tlie  House,  so  little  acquainted 
Vfith  parliamentary  usages  as  not  tq  know, 
that  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  -  Hnnse 
alone  several  proceedii^s  can  regularly 
originate.  Matters  of  religion,  grievance, 
trade,  finance,  &c.  must  first  be  discussed  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  If,  then, 
questions  on  those  subjects  must  originate 
in  a  committee,  can  there  be  any  scruple 
to  refer  to  a  similar  committee,  measures, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  defend  every 
thing  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  a  state, 
the  religion  which  exalts,  the  commerce 
which  enriches,  tlie  laws  which  regulate 
and  protect  ?  Is  there  any  thing  extraordi- 
nary, any  thing  dangerous,  then,  in  the 
present  motion?  WiU  it  be  said  that  the. 
83rstem  of  defence  is  so*  good  that  there  is 
nothing,  to  be  added  to  it?  Is  tlie  expe- 
rience of  it  in  its  faults  and  efiects  such  as 
to  encourage  us  to  rely  with  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  energy  and  resources  of  mi. 
nisters?  What  measures  have  tliey  ever 
adopted  that  have  not  been  thwarted  by 
some  other  of  their  measures  ?  What  effi- 
cient plan  has  been  proposed  for  the  re- 
cruiting the  regular  Miny  ?  Can  we  indulge 
the  vain  and  chimerical  hopev  that,  with-' 
out  any  new  regulations  as  to  the  period* 
of  service,  such  as  those  proposed  by.  the 
right  hon.  gent,  recruits  will  be  obtained 
for  eiglit  guineas,  when  they  can  hardly 
be  procured  for  forty  and  fifty  pounds  ?  Is 
it  upon  the  wisdom,  the  vigilance,  and  the 
energy  of  tliese  ministers  that  we  can 
rely,  when  we  have  seen  that  no  one  roea- 
tsttre  for  tlie  public  defepce  can  they  be 
truly  said  to  have  originated,  when  several 
they  have  retarded  or  enfeebled?  I  am 
satisfied  that  some  plan  for  the  permanent 
:  recruiting  of  tlie  army  ought  to  be  settled,. 
and  that  we  ought  with  all  <iispatdi  proceed 
to  that  important  subject.  '  But  ueglectirig 
the  regular  anpy,  have  ministers  improved 
anid  perfected  that  8>'6tem  o^  the  yolun^ 
teers  in  which  they  have  spent  s<>  mucU 
tinted  I  venture  to  affirm^  that  th«  ik>l«A- 
tedr  system  is  still  far  from  that  «tate  o^ 
•perfection  to  which^  it  might  be ciuriMi 
Theiarmy  of  reserve,  instead  of  beibgsus-* 
'.pended^  should  be  modified.  Injnegard  to 
•iovtiBcatipn?,  too,'  in  which,  hithertov  so 
)hidB hasbeoDdone.  I wUl ventu^ tojstate, 
Vol.  II.  ' 


that  due  precautions  in  tliat^dfapartaimi 
have  been  much  negleeted,.  as«A  thai  mtaf 
things  have  iieen  omitted  to  besloaevwhiohy 
in  case  of  invasion^ would  tend  boibtasssfe 
the, lives 'Of  men  wfkd  to  cfaecir  thy  ycogKeii 
of  an  invader,  from  all  thali  faavohtard, 
too;  on  the  subject oftheoavy^  and  in  spitedf 
thatmaguificent  catalogued! ships  which  mk* 
nisters  haveprodtioed,  and  wiHch  I  shail  not 
at  present  dissect^  1  most  repeat,  that  tbt 
conduct  of  that  branch  of  our  defence^  has 
4iot  been  such  as  the  public  had  adi(^  to 
es^et^  and  upon  this  sufejeot  I  mayptaUe 
an  opportunity  to  state  ciroionstancesthiit 
will  astonish  the  House  and  the  ^louoiry. 
These,  and  many  other  considecations, 
form  the  most  conclusive  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motidn,  and  though  the  right 
bon.  gent,  who  made  it,  did  not  dilate  oh 
these  topics,  he  naturally  expected,'  and 
stated  his  expectation,  tkmt  they  would  l;^ 
taken  up  by  other  speakers  in  the  coorqe 
of  the  debate.  It  is  true  that  ministers  on 
this  as  on  former  occasions,  have  given  us 
a  pompous,  enumeration  of  the  force  of  the 
K:ountry.  I  have  heard  that  statement 
with  pride.  It  affords  the  most  consolatoty 
evidence  of  what  the  country  is  capi^la'Of 
doing.  But  I  and  other  members  of  thb 
House  have  at  least  as  good  a  right  b9 
exult  in  that  survey  of  our  strength  as  mi« 
nisiers.  \Ve  have  not  'been  wanting  in 
our  exertions  to^contribute  to  call  forth  tKe 
spirit  of  the  country,,  and  to  organise  its 
stredgtii.  That  spirit  and  exertion,  how- 
ever,  vbclong  to  1^  country,  and  are  not  to 
be. ascribed  to  the  direction  or  the  energy 
of  the  govemment.  Indeed,  if  there  Se 
any  who  ought  peculiarly  to  separate  that 
pride  from  any  feekng^of  pergonal  tnerit,  it 
IS  the  present  ministers,*  ^ho  have  had  io 
little  share  in  the  national  energy.  •  No  one 
measure  can  they  claim  as  theif  own  %  no 
one  measure  haNwf  ibey  improved  And  ^r. 
fected;  very  many) they  have  weakened 
by  their  delays;  and  destroyed  by  their  in- 
congruities. Whatever  then  the  spirit  ahd 
zeal  of  a  free  andl^rave  people' may  have 
been,  under  the  sense  of  datiger,  ought 
^rly  to  be  separated"  from'  the  tai^diness, 
lan^ur,  and  imbecility  of  n^inisters  ht 
every  thing  of  which  they  have  assuthed  the 
direction.  Ministers  bo«»t  of  what  others 
have  suggBSted,  or  voluntary  public  \f^l 
has  eiSectedi  as*  if  what,  was  done  wai  peu 
foetly  adequate  to  our  security* '  Butisat 
enough  to  have  provideid  againit  the  dlmger 
of  a  final  conquest  ?  Utioagh  has  not  be^n 
done  uijless  we  have  adopted  every  pradti« 
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MUk'mad^TdJAttisl  tat^hs  of  'Checldng  the 
^eotmfy  diimld  they  invacic  'oar  shonss, 
.with  the  least  sacnfice  of  life,  with  the 
haMt  mrttle  of  the  public  retK>urces«  whh 
fft^^piditgr  Ihtt'niill  diMppohn  the  enemy's 
.|m>iettfr'i>f  dev^tatioii.  Enough  has  not 
zbeen*  dotted  unieaB  eveiy  thing  ba»  been 
^futxfidtd^  by  '^idv  ia^  the.  fihortest  space, 
TwetoBLy  .be  enabled,  to  defeat' the  enemy 
ew^h'that  lagiraK  oveitthrow  and  destruu*- 
4idu«  ai  vaM  for  -  etier  deter  .them  (torn  a 
opepiltition  of  the  altack,  and  for  ever  re- 
tUift  the  country  from  tlie  alarat  and 
4niixlety  c(f  invasion.  I  do  tot  mean  tp 
.tUTithai  the  enemy  wbuld^  accordiog  to 

'  ,all  Imnan  calctddtion,  'succeed  in  their 

.  -designs,  even  had  tre  .no  other  sneans  of 
.defence  but  tboae.whiph  now  exist;  but < 

-  have    ve    reason    to  >  believe    that.  nvar. 
'Strength  is  yet  arrayed  in  the  best  manner/ 
that  'Dur  forces  are  dietributed  at  the  pro. ' 
per  points,  ^o  as  to  act 'with  the  m6st  de- 
cisive effect  ?  Unless  this  be  done  (as  I 
fear'  it.  is  not),  it.  is  not  enou^  to  say 
•^hat  we  have  184,000  r^ukurs  and  mi- 
.^Ktia^and  400,000  voluuteers;  And^  in* 
deed,  when  it  is  proved  by  their. own 
.atalemaitts,  that,  the  eesonfces  of  theccmn- 
-tfy  are  so  great,. it  forms  an  additional 
aground  of  censure  against  ministers,  if  our 
f^st^n  of  defence  ho  not  adequide  to  every 
:  demand,  Asito  the  observations  which. have 
been  made  upon  the  nmonnt  of  force  wfaoch 
!  riiQold  have  beenkept  up  dmring  the  peace, 
.•od  the  proportion  which  existed  at  the 
r.j^newal  of « the  war,  whatever,  I  may  think 
with  respect  to  the  opinion  held,  by  the 
^App.^gent.  lyho  c^ned  the  debate  upon 
^  a  ^fioier  occasion^  I  c^nnot^  without  snr- 
^ppise,  hear^from  the  right  hdnj.  gent,  who 
ij^^ii!9^.  s»t  down,  that  he  conceived  the 
.^^r^e^  w.hich  was  m^otained  during  the 
jf^o^a§  imply  soScient  lo  meet  any  pro. 
J^lie/m^r^/mcyi  for  that  right  hon.  ^t. 
;,^^.il^  possession  of  ottiueh  knowledge  of 
^^e  di^poaiiion  of  the£««emy,  .which  .maist 
li^ve  ^slied.bi$  mifid  of  ^he  propriety  of 
'^OBoaking  9^ere  e^tf  n^ve  pi^piiratbns  for  a 
.itate  pf  bpiitDiiyi*    That  knowledge  the 

.  ^i^  hofi.,gfnt*  to  be»8mr studiously. con- 
,  ^|CGtikd  irom  parliM^ftt^  .nn4  there^ouc;  'the 
I     .  ippi^jgpn^  upQii  the  opposite  bench  .was, 

,'firi(l)»  fmf^  pAora,  incompetent  to  Umn 
\my  ^fmou-  of  ti*e  ibnpiMBdifig  danger i 
|)nt  not  ^4v^  j|^j<b§t^'6miftistero»  who-had 
^^et  n^leQted  'to^^provide^  against  it  They 
I  wh9t  ^y  fir  maniA^tP  sidiee.fubliidied  iO 
the  .  wp^dt  e^pliAieid^  that  tbene  "vmn 
i  .|?9Pf  ^  .4l9^ft,ih0ia^ixni»Qiliittely  ^a&er 


the  condtEston  of  the  peate,  to  eomfillaia 
of  .the  conduct  and  to  suspect  the  inten- 
tions of  Buonaparte,  had  yet  omitted  to 
devise  measures  to  counteract  his  deigns, 
and  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  fitted  for 
the  description  of  hostility  to  be  appre* 
bended.  In  this  state  the  country  is  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  eveai  now  placed;  and 
this  forms  one  of  my  reasons  for  concur** 
ring  in  tlie  motion  before  the  House,  be- 
cause, as  they  who  thought  the  Ipeace  not 
likely  to  continue,  did  not  prepare  for 
war,  ahd  who,  since  the  war  has  com- 
menced, have  not  preserved  that  course 
of  vigorous  e?wertion  which  the  situation 
of  the  empire  called  for,  are  not  those  in 
whom  I  would  confide,  for  the  establish'- 
ment  of  our  seburity.  Ministers  Ibresaw 
the  war,  and  yet  they  did  not  attempt  to 
ballot  for  the  militia,  as  they  should  have 
doue,  daring  tlie  peace.  They  should  have 
availed  themselves  of  that  penpd,  when 
they  rnust^  according  to  their  own  confes- 
sions,, since  so  repeatedly  made»  have  4:on* 
templated  war  as  something  more  tkan 
probable,  set  every  means  in  motion  of 
defending  the  counti^  ag^ns^  invasion.-*^ 
The  obrorvations  tliey  were  enabled  to 
.make,  at  the  close  of  the  last  war*  of  tlie 
plans  and  purpose  of  Buonapaitey  were 
sufficient  to  assure. them  that  his  first  no- 
tion was  an  invasion  of  this  oountryi  which 
the  short  period  that  elapsed  between  the 
establishment  of  peace  upon  the  €ont»- 
neut,,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  tfeaty  of 
Amiensr  did  not  quality  him  to  attempt, 
but  the  progress  of  his:  then  prqiarations 
sirred  lo  shew  that  his  resolution  was  not 
to  nmke  desultory  attacks  upon  us,  but  to 
do  that  which  he  has  .since  accomplished, 
viz.  to  collect  a  large  force  upon  some 
part  of  the  coast  most  convenient  for  the 
purpose  of  making  «  descent  upon  this 
country.  What  then  ave  we  to  think  of 
those  ministers  who,  with  such  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  ob?ervatioh,  overlooked  lenew- 
ing  the  ballot  for  that  importaul;  part  of 
our  force,  the  n^litia«  dulling  peace  I  And 
how  did  they,  act  towards  the  volnnt0ers,^oen 
.  w*hose  gallantry  they  now  pnwfess  SQ  mudh 
torrely  ?  The  Uou&e^moUt  hfaive  in  recoUee- 
tioa  the  ktttsr^  whkh  minijsters  addressed 
t^.that  body;  of  men  dmog  tb^  peseta 
which  letMrs  were  so  niuch  calculnted  ra* 
ther  to  damp  tbim  to  awmate  and.encoiH 
rag9  the  zeal  «f  those^eorpik  But  this  was 
not  nUi;  for,.  > under  cifduinstancfis.pecti- 
Ua^y.anspicidus  for  th^  porpose»  andvntfi 
tfae^krospkls  b^fi>re  thsm  J  teve  hhisadf 
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toeotioii^,  they  glased  to  attend  to  a 
plaix  syggtssted  to  them  for  proyidiDg  a 
certain  resource  for  the  recruiting  and 
supply  of  our  regular  army.  This  plan 
Was  liounded  upon  the  same  principle  as 
that  of  the  army  of  reserve^  with  the  ad- 
dition of  that  which  I  took  occasion  lately 
to  lay  before  the  House,  and  which,  if 
adopted  when  my  opinion  was  first  urg/ed 
to  ministers,  would  have  furnished  the 
means  of  adding  to  our  army,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  not  less  than  40  or 
50,000  men.  This  plan  has,  I  admit,  been 
since  adopted  in  part ;  azid  I  shall  cer- 
tainly fee}  it  my  duty  to  urge  the  adoption 
of  the  whole  of  it  again  and  again.  The 
committee  proppsed  by  the  motion,  I  con- 
ceive the  n^iost  convenient  place  for  ent^r. 
ing  into  the  detail  of  this  and  other  mea- 
l^res  for  the  public  defence,  to  no  branch 
or  which,  I  perceive  with  ijegret,  have  mi- 
nisters attended  in  due  time,  and  to  the 
execution  of  uone  of  which  do  they  appear 
to  be  adequate.-  Passing  by  all  the  omis- 
sions I  coni^plain  of  during  the  period  of 
peace ;  drawing  a  veil  over  their  conduct 
on  that  occasion  altogether;  and  sup- 
posing the  war  recommenced  as  much  to 
th^  surprise  of  ministers,  as  to  that  of 
many  persons  in  that  House  and  the  coun- 
try; supposing  that  they  were  not  at  all 
prepared  to  expeet  it,  let  us  only  look  at 
their  proceedings  since  that  event,  and  let 
us  examine  how  far  (heir  measures  have 
been  so  contrived  or  executed  as  to  justify 
a  hope,  much  less  an  opinion,  of  safety 
to  be  derived  from  their  exertion.  The 
first  part  of  their  plan  of  defence,  and 
that .  to  which  they  seemed  principally  to 
look,,  related  to  volunteers.  This  topic 
has,  I  am  aware,  been  already  very  fully 
discussed,  and  on  that  account  overlooked 
by  the  hon.  mover  of  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House;  but  upon  this  point  1 
would  wish  to  ask  of  ministers  whether 
they  foresaw,  or  had  eve^  a  remote  idea, 
at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  that 
this  description  of  our  force  would  have 
extended  so  far,  whether  they  contem« 
plated  that  it  ever  should  b^  so  numerous  ? 
.  It  was  known  by  those  who  had  any  know- 
ledge  of  Uieir  sentiments,  who  had  any 
conversation  with  ministers,  that  they  had 
no  such  intentions,  and  that,  on  the  con- 
tary»  they  expressed  their  disapprobation 
of  ti^  policy  of  their  predecessors,  in  aU 
lowing  the  volunteer  system  to  enlarge  so 
much.  This  fact  I  allude  to  merely  to 
••hevr  tb^t  they  $vr^  eutiUed  U>  no  praise 


for  the  mujitiplicgktici 
and  to   sta^  that  tl 
duced  the  ^iurreaso  sii 
of  tbe  discussfons  of 
which,  as  minisU^s 
far  outvies   their  c^ 
,^d'  also,  as  it  seei: 
power  of  direction,, 
thought  proper  to  cl 
So  much  as  to  tlm 
teer  system.     But  ho 
ceed  to  carry  that  sys 
Why,  without  going  i 
this  part  of  the  sub 
mean  at  present,  I  will  merely  remark  on 
the  case  of  exemptions,  which  liave  beei^ 
much  and  very  justly  objected  to.    Thc^ 
propriety  of  granting  of  these  exemptions 
I  never  could  see-^ertain  it  is  that  th^f 
were  never  necessary;  for  the  volunteers, 
for  the  most  part,  required  no  such  thin^ 
in  tiie  shape  of  encouragement  to  o^^i: 
tlieir  services^  and  many  of  them  were  nQt 
at  all  aware,  when  they  did  engage*  that 
any  exemptions  were  to  be  granted :  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  notorious  that  they  were 
in  several  districts  actually  subscribing  i 
certain  sum  each  to  purchase  substitutes 
for  any  of  their  body  which  mi^t  be  bal- 
loted for  the  militia.     Such  wms  the  st^te 
ot  the  volunteers  when  the  act  of  parliar 
ment  was  passed,  with  the  strong  recomr 
mendation  of  ministers;  for  ^allowing  exr 
emptions,    dogged,   bowev^,    with  such 
conditions,  thiat  the  measure  was  not  to 
be  well  understood.     In  another,  part  of 
this  act  of  ministers,  there  Was  something 
still  less  intelligible  with  respect  to  a  vo- 
lunteer's right  of  resignation,  upon  which 
ministers  had  evinced  the  most  complete 
want  of  penejtration  and -foresight.  •  Ha4 
they  judged  wisely,  they  never  wquld  hav^ 
attempted  to  dispute  this  right;  for,  para-: 
doxical  as  it  may   seem,  nothing  tends 
more  to  preserve  discipline  amo;ig  those 
corps,    than   the  undisputed  exercise  of 
this  right;,  and  the   reason  is  this,  that 
while  a  volunteer  has.  the  right,  of  leaving 
a  coi^ps,  he  cannot  object  to  any  regula- 
tion that  may  be  deemed  necessary,  by  jt 
commandiiig  officer  for  the  proii^otion  o^ 
order  and  discipline  in .  such  cor^s,  the 
priv^  having  his  choice  to   submit  or 
resigia:  but  as  to  the  act  of  miiiisters*;  Uie 
Attomey-GenenUy  for  whose  judgment  au<l  ^ 
leamiiig  I  entertain  the  most  unteignec 
respect,  interpreted  the  law  upon  resigna* 
tious  in  one  way,  and  the  court  of  King*' 
Bench  in  another.    Ministers,  in  this  cor- 
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tradiction,  thought  propyl'  to  circulati  tl^' 
opinion  of  the  formei*  as  that  to  be  acted 
tjpon  by  the  volunteers,  although*  they 
have  since  avowed  that  they  did  not  agree 
witli  that  opinion,  and  that  they  intended 
to  introduce  a  declaratory  law  upon  the 
subject.  This  I  nrnst  el^s  among  the  most 
unaccountable  procccdmgs  of  ministers. 
As  to  .the  volunteer  system  generally,  ac- 
cording to  its  present  constitution,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  several  radical  errors, 
and  principally  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  vblunteers  are  distributed  over  the 
face  of'  the  country.  Wlien  th«y  were 
forming,  and  particularly  when  it  was  de- 
termined to  limit  their  numbers,  ^gard 
should  have  been  had  to  the  proportion 
proper  to  be  assigned  to  each  district. 
With  that  view,  it  would  have  been  right 
to  consider  the  difference  between  the  in- 
land and  maritime  counties,  which  were 
the  more  probable  points  of  attack,  and 
which  was  the  most  important  to  preserve; 
Our  great  naval  arsenals,  and  those  places 
which  are  most  contiguous  to  our  principal 
manufactories,  ought  of  course  to  be  the 
first  objects  of  govt,  in  settlmg  the  relative 
proportion  of  volunteers  which  tlie  several 
districts  •  should  be  allowed  to  furnish— 
slloiVed,  I  call  it,  for  it  was  at  the  discre- 
tion of  govt,  to  accept  the  services  of 
many  corps  which  they  rejected,  and  gene- 
rally without  any  reference  to  the  consi- 
deration of  local  defence  which  I  have 
mentioned.  When  they  thought  proper 
to  limif  the  volunteers  to  she  times  the 
number  of  the  militia,  and  for  what  rea- 
son f  cannot  divirie,  they  put  Staffordshire 
and  Derby Miire  quite  on  a  par  with  the 
maritime  counties..  No  distinction  was 
made  in  favour  of  those  districts  which  lie 
most  convenient  to  the  enemy's  coast,  and 
which  ar^  most  likely  to  be  the  first  points 
of  attack.  Can  any  man  say  that  there 
was  any  thing  like  policy  in  such  an  ar- 
rangement, or  that  indeed  tliere  is  to  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  structure  or  exe- 
cution of  the  volunteer  system,  so  far  as 
ministers  are  concerned,  that  which  can 
deserve  the  character  of  discretion,  or  the 
approval  of  a  statesman;  There  was,  in 
fact,  no  part  of  the  conduct  pursued  by 
govt,  towards  the  volunteers,  which  did 
not  form  some  ground  for  complaint, 
which  did  not  offer  some  -evidence  of 
wavering  and  inconsbtency.  The  House 
has  witnessed  the  part  they  took  at  the 
clos^  of  the  last  sessions,  when  an  hon. 
ge^t.  on  the  other  side  (jiflr.  Sheridan) 


undertook  to  panegyrise  the  zeal  and  gal-* 
lantry  of  the  volunteers.  When  that  hon» 
gent,  two  days  before  the  sessions  closed^ 
thought  proper,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  intelligettt  respectable  members,  very 
prematurely,  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  td 
the  volunteers,  he  stated  that  such  vote 
was  not  only  a  just  acknowledgment  for 
tlie  patriotism,  they,  who  were  then  embo- 
died had  manifested,  but  that  it  would 
operate  to  encourage  further  voluntary  of- 
fers of  service.  Ministers  applauded 
warmly  the  motion  of  the  hOn.  gent,  but 
how  did  they  afterwards  act  ?  ''fhe  hon* 
gent.  TOoved  at  the  same  lime,  that  there 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  at  its 
meeting  after  the  recess,  a  list  of  such 
new  corps  as  should  volunteer ;  but  there 
was  another  list  which  the  bon.  gent,  neg- 
lected to  move  for,  namely,  of  all  the 
corps  which  should  be  reduced  or  rejected 
in  the  same  interval;  Had  the  hon.  gent, 
done  so,  lie  would  have  seen  what  use  had 
been  made  of  his  motion,  for  the  first 
step  taken  by  ministers  almost  imme- 
diately after  its  adoption  was,  to  suspend 
the  progress  of  that  voluntary  zeal  which 
the  hon'.  gent,  in  common  with  every  man 
xyho  valued  the  character  and  safety  of  the 
country,  so  much  admired.  Ministers  de- 
termined at  on«:e  that  the  volunteers 
should  not  be  increased  any  further,  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  their  numbers  sliould 
be  diminishedi.  The  notice  of  this  deter- 
mination was  speedily  circulated  among 
the  volunteers,  accompanied  by  the  bon. 
gent.'s  vote  of  thanks.  Thus  the  volun- 
teers were  complimented  for  that,  which 
govt,  at  the  same  time  told  them  they  did 
not  wish  for,  they  would  not  accept. 
There  is  a  word  in  French,  remercier, 
which  litrrally  implies  returning  thanks  for 
proffered  services,  which  it  is  not  intended 
to  accept ;  and  this  word  has  close  ana- 
logy to  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  the 
communication  of  the  motion  of  thanks, 
which  they  agreed  in,  in  company  with 
the  strange  resolution  which  I  have  already 
mentioned.  In  regard  to  the  enrolment 
of  volunteer  corps,  so  far  as  such  enrol- 
ment is  connected'  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Defence  Act,  I  must  again  repeat  the 
complaint  I  have  often  made,  of  the  total 
omission  of  govt,  to  execute  the  powers 
vested  in  it  by  that  act;  and  any  difficul- 
ties that  have  arisen  in  the  progress  of  the 
ballot,  I  do  conceive  to  be  attributable  to 
the  non-exercise  of  the  power  1  have  re- 
ferred to.    As  to  the  refusal  of  adequate^ 
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pecuuiaiy,  and  mnitary  aid  to  the  volun- 
teers, I  must  observe,  that  it  is  amongst 
the  most  culpable  and  inconsistent  part  of 
the  cpnduct  of  ministers.  Without  going 
minutely  into  tl)e  conseque^ices  of  such 
conduct,  which  it  would  be  more  conve- 
nient to  detail  in  the  proposed  committee, 
I  have  only  at  present  lo  remark,  that 
whatever. di&rence  of  opinion  may  exist 
between  my  hou.  fiiend  on  the  lower 
bench  (Mr.  Windham)  and  me,  with  re- 
^ct  to  the  volunteers,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  rendering  them  perfect  in  military 
discipline,  there  can  be  no  difference  be- 
tween US'  as  to  ^is  pOint«  that  they  ought 
to  be  fiirnislied  with  the  best  instruction 
that  is  attainable,  and  both  he  and  I  have 
a  right  to  complain  of  ministers  in  not 
following  up  tlieir  own  principle,  by  giving 
the  necessary  aid  to  promote  the  improve- 
ment of  the  volunteers.  My  hon.  friend 
has  always  maintained  that  the  volunteers 
cannot  be  rendered  equal  to,  or  fit  to  act 
with  regular  troops;,  but  ministers  have 
uniformly  resisted  this  opinion.  Why 
then  have  they  not  provided  adequately 
for  the  execution  of  their  own  ideas  ? 
No,  they  have  only  allowed  pay  for  20 
days  in.  a  year,  although,  in  the  opinion 
of  all  military  men,  no  new  raised  regi* 
ment  of  the  regular  army,  witii  all  the  ad* 
vantages  of  subordination,  martial  law, 
&C.  could  be  disciplined /lit  for  se]:vice  in 
less  than  six  weeks,  or  two  months.  Will 
any  man  s^y,  tliat  so  short  a  period 
should  be  deemed  sufficieiit  for  the  disci- 
pline of  the  volunteers  ?  But  I  shall  be 
told,  probably,  that  it  was  expected  the 
volunteers  would,  independently  of  the 
20  days,  attend. to  drill  on  every  Sunday. 
]f  th^y  were,  should  I  maintain  that,  Sun- 
days included,  the  time  was  not  suilicient 
to  instruct  them,  and  should  not  be  relied 
on  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  when  we  were  daily  menaced 
with  invasion — that  invasion  which  minis- 
ters have  been  perpetually  telling  us  was 
daily  to  be  expected  since  the  middle  of 
last  summer.  Notwithstanding  this  ap- 
prehension, such  has  been  tlie  behaviour 
of  ministers,  that  I  much  fear  if  the  enemy 
should  not  attack  us  until  even  the  middle 
of  next  summer,  he  would  find  the  volun- 
teers very  imperfectly  disciplined.  I  can- 
not help  expressing  my  surprise  that  mi- 
nisters could  have  ever  seriously  calcu- 
iated  upon  the  probability  that  the  la- 
bouring  classes,*  of  whom  so  many  of  the 
vQluiiteers  coi^t,  would  be,«o  pron^t  to 


devote,  the  only  day  they  Imve '  for  itcrfea* 
tion  and  repose  to  the  study  of  military 
discipline.  It  certainly  did  not  betray  any 
policy  Qt  consideration  so  to  calculate; 
but  even  sup^iosing  tb^  were  $o  to  assem- 
ble, and  also  to  attend  the  20  days,  lio# 
were  they  to  attain  the  instniction  desired  , 
from  the  present  mode,  and  firoin  that 
which  has.  prevailed  uniformly.  I  sug* 
gested  to  ministers  a  plan  of'  instmctiony 
which  I  was  told  should  be  considered  ; 
but  as  they  have  never  yet  acted  upon  it^ 
nor  appear  at  all  to  consider  it,  their  pro<« 
mite  of  consideration  upon  this,  as  W€dt  as 
upon  other  points,  reminds  me  of  a  pi^^ 
tice  in  theiegislative  assembly  of  a  ne%h<« 
bounng  nation  (the  United  States  of  li^* 
land),  in  which,  when  i^  was  determined 
to  g^t  rid  of  a  question,  the  resolutjoa 
was  ad  referendum,  which  meant  to  take 
no  more  notice  of  it*  The  nature  of  the 
project  I  thought  it  my  dut^  to  recomttieiHl 
to  ministers,  related  particularly  to  that 
which  I  have  often  ioaeiitionad  in  tills 
House.  For  the  advanoeniedt  of  the  dis^ 
cipline  of  the  voknteen,  I  ui|;ed  the  ne* 
cessfty'of  appointingtadjutlmtB  to  a  cer- 
tain number. of  men.  This  has  beefi  \k 
part  acceded  to,  but  in  'what  mantierl  AA 
adjutant  is  appointed  to  such  qprpA  ckltj 
as  amounts  to  400  men,  and  to  tbetii  "waf 
in  case  tliey  exercise  SO  datys  in  the  y^ir« 
althou^  the  men  are  allo^'ed  pay  bot  fbt 
20  days.  Where,.  L  would  put  it  to'  the 
common  sense  of  any  man,  cati  be  fo^il 
a  stronger  instance  oi  weakness  dnd  incon^ 
sistency,  than  tl^s  order  funuiheif  >N^ 
provision  is  made  tbrtbe pay  of  tiie  adju* 
tant,.  tmless  ^a&  coips  exercise  ftO  days,  for 
one-fourth  of  vi^hich  only  the  men  ar6 
made  any  allowance.  ■  Is  not  ttas  akme 
enough  to  expose  the  mind  of  ministeriM* 
to  shew  atmr  dbacquatntance  with  tlift. 
means  of  executing  their  own  purpoteit 
Indeed,  I  am  perfectly  convinced  of  ^elt 
want  of  vigour;  eveiy  circumstance  senM 
to  shew  it,  and  1  have  therefore  *the. 
strongest  conviction  upon  my  mintd  that 
they  are  incapable  of  acting  upon  aa^^ 
thing  like  system,  of  adoptmg  or  exeou^ 
ing  any  well-digested  or  enei^getic  plan 
for  the  defence  of  tiie  conntiy.  I  do  not 
of  course  place  any  hope  on  their  Exer- 
tions, and  tlierefore  concur  in  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  proposed  committee,  where 
every  question  connected  with'  our  seen* 
rity  may  be  fiiUy  investigated.  One  rea. 
son,  I  recollect,,  for  so  tardily  adc^ting 
the  plan  for  the  appoiutment  of  adjutants 
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v^  Urn  dMfaKilbr  of  i^oomag  oftoers 
from  the  lm«  tdfili  Hhcoe  aUlionfl.  I  re- 
6C4liQi«i4ed  tim  tei^aaiil-iiiajort  »houid 
^  Cboam^  but  t»  tbis  I  was  told^  thai 
MQ0«gt»mi^or»  .co^  not  be  penoaded 
lo  give  up  their  siluationa  for  sudi  ac^- 
tsmmh  unleta  tfaoy^  ware  allowed  half 
|N^w  I  «aw  no  good  reason  for  declming 
to  in^e  tbk  aUi»waiice,  and  I  therefore 
|hdvi«Qd.*it  in  Daoemher  last.  I  was  pro* 
fQiWi  that  the  Milfajeot  would  be  taken  into 

Sn^Mevation.  J  afterwards  applied^  in 
affcbi  to  know  thefesdU  of  the  consi« 
defntieo*  but  I  was  toM  Uiat  no  decisian 
w«iiinade»  and  I  imderstaDd  it  is  unde- 
odnA  still,  whila  the  disoipltne  of  the  vo* 
IwOMrs  doet^aod  has  for  months  back  so 
mjjMialively  called  for  ^an  unsiediate  de* 
mmn  faspectiug  tt»  aUhongh  this,  was  one 
^  Iho  defects  in  the  volunteer  system, 
wMdl  flDVU  prootiised  to  cure.  When, 
Mwre  last  Christmasy  anr^^iplication  was 
lyiade  |o  ottnislera  with  regard  to  thecoo- 
linaosi  whi^  pfevailed  among- the  volun- 
tmn,  the  gaist*  wh0  applied  were  destved 
Ml  mit  mHI  aftes  the  Christmas  recess, 
whin  a  digested  pliai  weald  be  brought 
f^nmid  Jigr,  ministeisv  which  sfaoold  re^ 
SVpv^  and  pren^ent^  the  rocurreace  of  the 
fViis  cempUieed  of,,  aad  communicate  to 
$h¥k^e)aiUe«r  spat^m  ell  the  perfection  of 
ivtiichv  it  WAS  susceptible.  -This  digested 
1^  hov  betii  laid  before  the  House,  and 
Jd  length  madei  ils  wii^„  after- various  aU 
iMrtkttS,  through  it.  .Tbose  akeratioiis 
iMere  added  m.  the  lioase  of  I^rds;  and 
Mw  it  iaiettfxued  to  ua,  there  is  scarcely 
weim^unB  remaifting  of  the  original  mea^ 
Mr^  of  the  wellrdigested  plan  of  minis- 
|f«s..  The  fiugg^ons  made*  to  them  by 
^libtMS  they  reludtandy  adopted,  and  the 
A^yeci  of  those  suggostiims.  they  in  some 
itfstalices  have  alaoosfe  defeated,  as  in  the 
case  of  ipvtting  the  volunteers  to  pemta- 
jaeot  duty,  jutd  applying  the  gqinea.  pro- 
fmaad  to  be  given  them  as  bounty,  which 
ii  to  be  distributed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
teid  Mai  110  induoainent  to  the  Boen,  or 
|M»efit  if)  their  families.  Ministers  have 
ten  eq^ieJUy  injudicious  in  every  other 
project  of  defence,  fioe^  the  army  of  le- 
jBffue  to  the  enrolment  of  classes  under 
the  Oemtral  Defence  Act^*an  act  which 
•1  hiLdthe  honour  of  a  liirge  aiiare  in  sug- 
^Bstingt  end  I  lament-  WMaoh  Aat  minister^ 
4id  not  adopt  it  at  a  eaore  earlyjpenod; 
Jhet  the  feet  is,*  that  so  fee. from  mimsterB 
/uo^P^  spontaeeously  tukeq  any  vigorous 
.fOQCC^ng  foir  ibe.xie^pce  of  .the  country 


since  the  eommeneement.  of  the  war,  I 
state  broadly,  that  no  part  of  the  measures 
for  the  increase  of  our  military  establish- 
ment lias  originated  with  them.  If,  said 
he,  the  right  boa.  gent*  means  to  deny 
my  assertion,  I  shall  appeal  to  the  recoU 
lection  of  the  Hoase,  whether  in  Jun^ 
last,  when  the  army  estimates  were  unde^ 
discussion,;!  did  not  ask  the  right  hon. 
Sec.  at  War  <Mr«  Bragge)  after  he  had 
finished  his  statement — 1  did  not  ask  if 
what  he  had  mentioned  comprehended  all 
the  provision  that  ministers  meant  to  make 
for  the  defence  of  the  country*  To  this 
I  was  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  i 
accordingly  gave  notice  of  my  intention 
tp  submit  a  measure  founded  on  the  same 
principle  with  that  of  the  army  of  reserve. 
Any  beueUt  that  nmy  have  resulted  from 
that  measure  is  not,  I  assert,  attnbutable 
to  ministers^  who  were  quite  at  a  loss 
what  course  to  take— who  knew  not,  in  - 
fact,  what  measures  were  applicable  to  the 
dangers  of  the  country.  .  I  will  not  dwell 
on  the  execution  of  the  Army  of  Reserve 
act,  es  I  shall  go  it^o  that  subject  very 
fully  on- Wednesday  next,  and  if  I  should 
not  then  have  the  good  fortune  of  per- 
suading the  House  to  accede  to  the  propo^ 
sitiou  which  I  would  wish  to  have  in-' 
grafted  on  the  Anny  of  Reserve  Bill,  in 
order  to  provide  a  constant  and  regular 
supply  of  recruits  for  our  regular  army,  I 
shall  feel  an  advantage  in  the  existence  of 
such  a  committee  tcs  the  motion  before 
the  House  proposes  to  establish,  as  I  may 
thus  have  an  opportunity  of  again  pressing 
the  project  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
House— a  project  which,  if  i  am  able  to 
demonstrate  its  practicability  for  great  ob^ 
jects  in  view,  I  am  sure  that  every  man 
will  feel  it  to  be  desirable,  and  all  will  be 
roady  to  give  it  their  concurrence.  If  I 
can  shew  tliat  even  a  small  increase  can 
be  derived  from  this  project  to  our  regular 
army,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  any 
member  will  refuse  it  his  support.  The 
modey  proposed  by  ministers  to  raise  any 
addition  to  the  regular  army,  to  supply 
the  suspension  of  the  army  of  reserve,  I 
confess  I  cannot  understand.  They  have 
not  stated  any  inducement  to  men  to  en- 
list beyond  8  guineas  bounty,  and  how 
they  can  procure  them  for  such  a  sum; 
wlnle  90  guineas  and  more  are  giving  for 
militia  substitates,  it  is  cKfiicult  to  ima- 
gine; unless  the  intention  be  that  which 
no  one  has  yet  avowed,  because  all  have 
b6C9  4Baaiiimoii&  it^  condemnmg  the  prao* 
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ttce*  viz,  that  of  rabtng  men  Sor  rank.' 
it  may  be  said  that  this  practice  has  pre- 
5^a«led  wh«o  I  was  in  power,  but  then  the 
ejcperience  of  that  practice  affofxied  a 
complete  wamitig  against  it.  I  am  quite 
4«a€ly  to  ded^tfe,  lliat  I  am  sorry  ^r 
the  share  I  had  in  fihat  measure^  and  ex* 
perience  convinces  me,  that  it  ought 
never  again  to  be  resorted  to.  Other 
gent,  have  appeared,  and  professed  to  be 
equally  adverse  to  that  measure,  and  theif 
minds  must  be  of  a  strange  character,  if 
what  they  have  observed  is  not  sufficient 
to  dissuade  them  from  it.  Nothing  can 
Le  more  absurd  than  to.  suppose,  that  if 
tiiey  persist  in  the  old  and  scandalous 
practice  of  crknping,  all  its  attendant 
frauds  and  impositiotis  will  not  retvrm ; 
.  and  it  is  equally  absund  to  fiancy,  that  only 
%  guineas  bounty  will  be  ^ven.^  Why  not 
let  the  army  of  reserve  go  on  aiong  T\4th 
this  new  plan,  whatever  it  may  be?;  If  olR- 
cers  are  to  run  a  race  together  for  rank, 
as  I  understand  they  are,  for  although  the 
iuleution  isnot  avowed  in  this  House  by 
ministers,  Applicatlone  tnre  ^Luown  to  ^  be 
ttade  to  and. by  several  officers— ^whytidce 
away  the  eompctition  of  the  ataiy  of  re* 
«erve  ?  I  cannot  conceive  any  thing  more 
irrationaL  When  a  new  mckle  of  raising 
jrecruits  for  the  regular  .army  is  proposed, 
it  naturally  brings  to  my  mind  an  opinion 
which  is  nsch  deputed,  and  upon  wSaach, 
4>ecattte  it  is  so  disputed  fay  some  great 
'SiilttAry  lu^orities,  1  cannot  presome  to 
pronounce  a  decided  sentimenti,  I  mean 
the  propriety  of  raising  men  for  limited 
service  in  point,  although  I  certainly  should  i 
-thtiik  it  the  more  eligible  policy,-  and  best 
calceUuted  to  render  die  army  respeotabte, 
and  efficient.:  However^  military  .objeo- 
•lions  as  to  the  diffieu%,  if  sndi  a  system 
existed,  of  supplying  otttr  foreign  stations, 
must  be  overeome  before  the  ^^tem  be 
attesipted.  As  to  the  plan  for  bringing  die 
Irish  militiaoTer  here^  I  do  not  approveof  it 
lUHier  existing  circumstances.  No  argument 
can  be  drawn  in  fauour  ai  snch  a  plan  at 
pmeiit,  fmm  a  precedent  which  occm*red 
-in  quite  a  diffsreit  sitaation.of  thiuAi. 
With  respect  to  the  interchange  of  m 
militias  of  the  two'^txTuatriiest  ^ese^are 
.iaany  phyaicid  obfc^tions  to  it  ^hat  would 
^mnder  it  a  meaMireivery^sagreeaiole  to 
*tut  •iicers  connected  ^tiith  both  mtlitm;, 
'Mid  here  i  must  podce  s  rumour  vhtchj 
•has  gone  -abroad,  that  applications  hlii^ 
been  latidy  made  to  the  pztvates  of  the; 
•  Wsit.Keikt  flBiliti%  wttfaDOt  Ite  AtAcnrl^dgQ 


of  tbeir  . officers,  1o  TolsAteer  th^issi^ 
vices  lor  Ii«land4.  this  pnslioe  jcksemveii  t» 
be  strongly  re|>i^)ated4  Whut,  to  .Isy^  t» 
prevail  on  vitn  to  <}uit  tktM  fwjt.irfafc 
within  haif  a  day's  sail  txf  ,6ic  ednHfV  ^ 
proceed.to  the. distance,  of  Irejatid  MXlie 
hoa.  nuiver  of  the  propositilon  andi3r,'«fcl^ 
bate,  has  alhsded,  tn  the.  vaunei  o#«  Ul 
speech,  to  thie  paaier  >  wbichf  bb  n^  Joy^ 
Dion,  belongs  to .  this  €fowi>,  ^  €ail'>dil& 
,che  population  of  the  oooatfy  ia  tba-e^eift 
^of  an  invi^on,  as  ttxpreiabed*  m:;the.  |M»^ 
amble  to  the  Geneml'vD^f^ce  Apti.'  .f 
perceive^  ^hat  the  haii.fjgs|it.'s  seotiniEnt 
difTers  ^om  minei  ^1  ,do«not  ineaoi  k&^diiC 
cuss  this:  subject 'at  present;  but  I  ttiufc 
xibserve,  that  nothing  appears  i  dealer  ^ 
aie  dianthis  prop^sl^on,  that  the  stateian 
m  light  to  caHon  the.peeipla^.tD  4efefiMl  ft, 
end  that  m  the  Crown,  being  the  depodftart^ 
xi£thepoweri)£^:Ste(te»  is  vested itiie  rJEgbt 
M  so  calhi^  out  the-  people  upon  a.grciA 
emergency.  Thimght  I  thfa^  I  a>uldafaei^ 
^om  a  series^  procedeots,  to  bereQogniiie& 
-by  the«consti!tlItion^aKi  custom.  cS  1M» 
country ;  that,  it .  is  a  right  inheieiit  lih 
iftie  Crown  to*  eKercise  this  posirer  nceonfe- 
4iig  to  the  neeesfisty  of.  such  case  aa  torn 
arise,  and  to  bSi  limited  by  tlmtnefaKSBit/* 
The  Crown,  it  mdst  bt  admitted,  .possesses 
the  power  «ef,  putting  aay>  district  ef  dib 
4[iag^o«i  under  m^iai  law>'4n  case  «f 
invsniOQ.;  snls^ecty  hbwiarer,  to  that  re- 
sponsibility to  which  minJBibprs  moiiid  tis 
4Mble  for  the  abuse  of  aaiy  9iich.poter.-4. 
Upon'  tiie  respocfiiNs  interchange  of  the 
senriees  of  the  two*  jmilitias  of  fidglnd 
addt Ireland,  «I  think,  considering  the  fie- 
•caliar  principles  om  whkh.  they,^e«o4i^ 
cered,  it  wxAild  put  the. landed  f^nfu  it 
both,  countries  to. gpeat;  and  iiues^eotpd 
^ncGameaience;  jfnd  .dierdbre  weuldop^* 
rsie  injuriously  eo'thatoqnstituiioiiai  csth- 
blishmentw  If,~lioiiwvtir,/  this  tofterchm^fb 
of  service  is  ri^t  at;  alU  it  moat  be  on 
generai*  principle  or  onr  aocauint  of  i  par* 
ticulor  and  pressing  urg^ey,  thai  super. 
sedea  ail  regnW  estad^ldshment,.  sdch  as 
•aoBe  from  the  ntuaAion  of  Ireland,  when, 
dttsiag  the  fomer  tdsifiaistration,.  the*  fing- 
Ush'  pmiditia-  Toiunteerrd  their  serviocif  to 
that  coantry«  If  the  present  iournHdrs  4o 
notadsmnde  ahy  gene^  principle  Jfta  jvs* 
ti^  the  aieasuTD^  4nd  certainly  no  idea^C 
vgency.preiieBts  Itself  on  etihei  sidd  dse 
•wiii^,th«t  there  is  no  nedeastty  is  obvioiis 
inm  tke.  very  aiguiments  of  miniitevi, -for 
thsy  807,  ^lonTtrbe  ^flad^  to.  vole  ivi^«s 
OS  ithii  aakfcct^  Axt  it  iii«ioi  Qor-imeiitttai 
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tp  carry  it  into  execution  by  a  partial 
«nd  fiiflcretiouary  tneasure;  it  must  of 
€Oune  <be  unjustifiable  and  wrong.  Ou 
fimmk  principles  they  have  not  at- 
itmpted  to  defend  it.  This  last  measure 
4>f  fait  Miyesty's  minisiers,  shews  clearly 
4hat  the  ivgular  army  is  not  yet  adequate 
to  the  neoessity  of  the  state,  and  implies 
that  means  should  be  taken  to  increase  it. 
Tbe^  method  of  so  doing  may  be  subject 
to  some  Taiie^  of  opinion ;  perhaps  1  niay^ 
aot  see  it  exacdy  in  the  same  light  as  tlie 
1x>n«  gent*  (Mr.  Fox),  yet  I  do  not  per* 
xeive  any  material. practical  difierence  be- 
Jweea  us.  The  general  principle  and  out- 
lines of  our  national  defence  appears  to 
jne.good»  regarding  as  it  docs  the  regulars, 
ailny  of  reserve,. militia,  and  volunteers. 
Were  they  less  defensible  in  principle  than 
they  are, '  I  should  consider  them  as  exists 
ing  establishments,  in  thepcesent  moment, 
more  agreeable  to  confirm*  and  improve, 
Aaaabolish  and  substatute  by  new.  /fhus 
J  declare  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  with- 
OBt  at  this  time  entei^ng  into  a  more  par- 
ticnlar  defence  of  it.  With  respect  to  the 
^^ower  of  the  Crown  to  call  >  on  every  sub- 
ject und^  its  dominion,,  in  case  of  abso- 
Jttte  need,  this,  I  take,  under  some  form 
or  other,  to  be  incident  ^to  the  very  esta- 
Uisbment  of  c^^  society,  and,  in  fact, 
-whenever  occasion^required,  has  been  exer- 
cised* The  principle  is,  however,  limited 
by  its  necessity,  which  scarcely  can  arise 
but  when  the  state  of  things  would  autho- 
rise the  X^wn  of  itself  to  proclaim  mar- 
•tial  law ;  and  if  the  constitution  should 
survive  that  uroent  stats  of  thing?,  the 
•counsellors  of  his  M«^y  would,  doubt- 
less, be  as  amenable  to  constitutional  re- 
sponsibility for  that,  as  any  other  act  of 
Ibeir  administration.  As  such  b  the  ua- 
doubted  right  and  prerogative  of  the 
iCrown,  I  should  thiok»  with  a  view  to  pos- 
sible emergencies,  that  legislative  provi- 
aioM  should,  in  ^  present  juncture,  a  lit- 
tle, anticipate  the  justifiable  necessity  to 
which  1  have  referred,  at  least  so  fer 
as  to  put  every  man  in  the  Maritime 
counties,  likely  to.  be  the  stat  of  the  ene- 
m/s  attempt,  under  the  immediate  poiver 
tn  the  crown,  in  case  of  actual  or  immi-| 
nent  danger  of  invasion*  In  those  coun^ 
tiei  most  likely  to  be  the  seat  of  war,  such 
as  Kent,  Essex,  Sussex,  Suilblk,  Devon-i 
>skure,  Cornwall;  and  the  vicinity  of  N«w-t 
icastle,  1  also  think  a  greater  propoctim  o( 
mfaiiDteelrs  should  berallowedthaniiMthsrs, 
«at  least  m>  fet^  ^fae  convi^ni^oce  and  so^ 


lantary  offers  of  individuals  will  allpw. 
But  1  shall  not  stop  here ;  I  must  say,  that 
our  naval  means  ai^e  insufficient  for  our 
defence;  and  that  there  is  a  great  defi« 
ciency  of  the  ro^ns  for  keeping  up  our 
navy.  Into  tliese  points  I  shall  enter  mi- 
nutely, upon  some  future '  occasion.  At 
present,  1  shall  only  say,  in  vindication  of 
myself,  from  all  the  obloquy  thrown  upon 
me  by  officers  brought  from  distant  stations 
to  support  the  present  system ;  tliat,  as  to 
tiie  specific  force  which  1  recommended, 
I  did  not  recommend  barges  and  lighters 
and  such  sort  of  trash,  as  they  reproached 
me  with  advising.  I  recommended  good 
stout  gun-brigs,  and  I  have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  great  activity  of  late  to  in- 
crease that  very  species  of  force.  Another 
objection  has  been  made  to  my  system.  I 
recommended  fortifications,  and  I  have  on 
this  account  been  reproached  with  an  at- 
tempt to  lessen  the  spirit  of  the  country, 
and  to  involve  a  great  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pence.  What  I  recommended  was,  not  a 
general  system  of  fortification,  but  that 
where  there  were  great  districts  possessing 
great  local  bulwarks,  there  a  judicious 
mixture  of  art  and  nature,  which,  at  a 
small  expence  in  money,  might  spare  many 
thousands  of  men,  would  be  the  best  and 
wisest  policy,  I  know  many  places  in 
which  a  few  thousand  pounds  expended, 
would  give  more  security  than  as  many 
thousand  men  could  afford*  This  is  ol>> 
vious  to  all  military  men,  and  the  system 
is  b^inning  to  be  acted  upon ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  must  be  admitted,  that  it  was 
as  obvious  last  summer  as  it  is  now.  I  do 
not  wish,  by  these  observations,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  department  to  which  thb  sys- 
tem may  seem  to  belong.  I  believe,  how* 
ever,  that  it  doe^  not  rest  with  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Commander  in  Cluef,  or  ai^ 
other,  but  with  the  cabinet.  I  have  dis- 
charged my  duty  by  delivering  this  my.8iB- 
cere  and  undisguised  opinion.  I  hope  it  b 
not  hastily  or  inconsiderately  entertained ; 
but  sure  I  am  that  I  should  consider  it 
treason  to  the  best  interests  of  my  coun- 
try, if,'Bucb  as  it  is,  i  did  not  opetily  de- 
clare it. 

.  Hie  Chancdhr  of  tht  Exchequer  .en- 
plained,  and  stated,  that  he  had  not  said* 
as  imputed  to  him  by  the  right  hon*  gfiaU 
who  had  just  ;Sat  down,  that  it  was  not 
within  the  power  of  parliaffient  to  inafti- 
tttte  such  a.. committee  as  was  pronosed*^ 
It  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House» 
^t  ii^  admitted  the  copip^teo<7  of  paiUs* 
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fhetit,  ahtiough  he  ^oiibteci  it§  incliDatlon 
to  appoint  such  a  committee. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  said,  fie  could  not 
hdp  expressing  his  surprise  at  this  mode  of 
toaking  an  attack  against  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  If  they  had  been  guilty  of  any 
gross  misconduct  or  neglect,  there  were 
abundant  means  of  recrimination  against 
them.  But  no  sush  motion  as  that  was 
how  before  the  House;  and  therefore  he 
might  be  excused  from  entering  into  any 
detail  on  the  conduct  of  ministers,  until  a 
direct  charge  was  made  against  them.  The 
tjhject  of  this  motion  was  to  enter  into  an 
examination  of  the  different  acts  6f  parlia- 
ment that  had  been  lately  passed  for  pro. 
moting  the  defence  of  the  country.  This 
lie  must  consider  extremely  improper  to 
do,  when  it  was  competent  for  any  mem- 
ber to  move  for  the  repeal  of  a  particular 
Uct,  if  it  should  be  found  to  be  inefficient 
for  its  purpose.  He  had  another  objection 
to  the  present  motion,  which  was,  that  it 
Nvould  be  impossible  for  that  House  to 
«uier  irito  the  consideration  of  such  further 
meaisures  of  defence,  as  might  be  fit  to  be 
adopted,  at  this  critical  period,  without 
^calling  to  its  bar  all  the  military  officers 
Who  were  now  on  duty,  and  without  hav- 
ing reports,  documents,  &c.  from  various 
offices.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say,  but 
that  such  an  enquiry  and  examination 
might  be  gone  into ;  but  he  was  sure,  that 
to  do  so  at  the  present  moment,  when  it 
"Was  necessary  to  call  forward  all  the  force 
bf  the  country  towards  its  common  de- 
fence, would  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
incohvenience  and  prejudice  to  the  coun- 
try. And  such  step  ought  never  to  be 
taken  except  on  the  gravest  and  most  seri- 
bus  grounds.  He  regretted  that  he  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt),  and  he  hoped,  that  in  any  other 
arrangement  he  would  be  supported  as 
Isteadily  and  independently  as  he  had  been 
t>y  himself  and  his  friends.  When  such  a 
tnotion  as  the  present  was  made,  he  would 
ask,  was  there  any  thing  melancholy  in  our 
Bituation?' Hdd  any  misfortune  happened 
to  us,  or  any  advantage  been  gained  by 
the  enemy  in  consequence  of  the  inade- 
quate measufes  of  govt.  ?  He  would  put 
it  to  any  gent,  in  that  House,  whether  the 
state  of  preparation  in  which  the  country 
yas  at  this  moment,  could  be  considered 
^  hiadequate  to  th^  danger  that  threatened 
'tis? 'If  the  House  was  now  to  go  into  a 
*Comtiuttee  on  th6  state  of  our  public  de- 
Ibnce,  it  must  do  so  0n  either  of  these . 
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three  grounds:  1st.  They  must  be  per- 
suaded that  some  great  misfortune  had 
happened  \  5id,  that  a  great  degree  of  dis- 
content had  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
govt. ;  and  3d,  that  there  was  something 
so  inconsistent  and  incongruous  in  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  servants  as  to 
make  such  an  inquiry  necessary.  Now,  as 
to  the  first  of  these,  he  would  ask  did  any 
misfortunes  happen  ?  He  would  make  one 
short  answer— that  there  were  none ;  and 
upon  that  part  of  the  subject  he  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  say  any  more.  Was  there 
any  discontent  or  dissatisfaction  ?  (a  loud 
cry  of  hear  I'hear !)  I  know,  exclaimed  Mr. 
Yorke,  that  great  dissatisfaction  against 
his  Majesty's  ministers  prevails  among 
many  individuals  in  this  House  ;  but  I  will 
ask,  if  there  are  any  symptoms  of  dissatis- 
faction throughout  the  country  ?  Are  there 
any  addresses  from  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try,' praying  for  the  removal  of  ministers  ? 
If  there  have  been  any,  let  them  be  stated. 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that,  during  a 
part  of  the  last  autumn,  there  prevailed  a 
certain  degree  of  discontent  in  a  distant 
part  of  the  country,  on  account  of  the 
greatest  part  of  our  force  having  teen  con- 
centrated in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis. 
But  these  complaints  no  longer  existed ; 
and  the  distant  parts  of  the  island  were 
now  as  well  defended  as  Ireland  was  at  ^ 
the  time  when  Hoche  arrived  there  with  a 
formidable  fleet  and  army.  In  the  year 
1779»  when  the  French  ships  were  mas- 
ters of  the  Channel,  there  was  not  a  suf- 
ficient military  force  to  defend  the  coasts 
of  Devon,  Somerset,  and  Corn^wall.  These 
places  were  almost  as  badly  defended  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  when 
Gen.  Dumourier  was  on  the  point  of  over- 
running Holland,  which,  if  he  had  done, 
an  armament  might  bo  sent  against  this 
country.  They  were,  however,  now,  in  a 
complete  state  of  defence;  and  he  was 
confident  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune 
to  enter  into  an  exiamination  on  a  subject 
where  no  ground  of  blame  whatever  ex- 
isted. He  could  not  see  on  what  grounds 
the  hon.  gent,  brought  forward  the  present 
motion.  Tliat  hofV.  gent.'s  character  he 
certainly  had  always  admired ;  but  he  must 
say  that  he  never  could  agree  with  him  in 
his  political  principles ;  and  still  less  could 
he  agree  with  him  in  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he  adopted  that  day.  The  right 
hoh.  gent.  <Mr.  Pitt)  who  supported  tlie 
motion,  and  appeared  to  coalesce  witk 
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I  yndis^uised;  for  he 
that  those  whona  he 
Ifler  tp  be  his  friends, 
he  management  of  the 
I  subject  on  which'  the 
d>yelt;,  w^s  tliat  of  the 
reply  to  that  part  of  his 
3r,  that  frpm  the  best  in- 
jrocure,  the  volunteers 
a  state  of  perfection 
hey  were  the  astonish- 
},  apd  were  also   the 
;ir  own  country,  which 
ast  force  was  collected, 
ind  ppw^r  it  possessed. 
O^t  of  the  whole  nurpl?er  of  volunteers  no\y 
in   the    country,   there    were   not  above 
13,000  of  them  who  had  not  been  supplied 
vith  lirelocks.  Tl^  entire  number  amount- 
ed to  330,000.     With  this  great  nu^iber, 
and  with  tl^e  spirit'  which,  as  Britpns,  ac- 
tuated th^m,  lie  did  not  think  there  was 
finy  occasion  fpr  an  arn\e.d  peasantry,  a? 
had  been  reco;nmended  by  an  hon.  gent. 
But  if  ever  it  should  be  necessary  to  put 
arms  into  the  hapds  of  ^  grqat^r  number  of 
people  than  the  volunteers  consisted  of, 
hijB  Majesty  had  the  power  of  resorting  to 
the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  general  de-i 
fence  act.     rfe  could  not  agree  with  the 
hpn.  gent,  that  an  armed  peasantry  would 
answeir  any  purpose.     They  might  be  use- 
ful on  the  banks  of  the  Necker  or  in  the 
Black  Forest.      Bi^t  in  this  country,  he 
Vras  sure  nxany  a  peasant  did  not  know  the 
butt  from  the  muzzle  of  a  gun.    He  very 
much  dpubttd  then  whether  the  plan  of  an 
armed  peasantry  could  be  adapted  to  any 
extent  in  this  country.     Such  a  body  of 
men  could  npt  be  treated  a§  soldiers,  and 
therefore,  they  could  not  be  converted  to 
any  efficient  purpose.      The  hon.   gent, 
who  proposed  the  motion,  l>ad  followed 
the  example  set  hipx  in  another  place,  ar>d 
had  objected  to  the  defence  bill  as  involv- 
\ing  in  it  certain  phra^ses  explanatory  of  the 
feoyal  prerogative.     It  was  very  extraor- 
dinary that  this  shouW  be  the  first  time  he 
should  have  stated  this  objection,  although 
he  had  so  fit  and  figivourftble  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing*  it  during  the  progress  of  the 
bill.     As  far,  however,  2^  he  (Mr.  Yprke) 
considered  the   functions  of   the  British 
Crown,  he  tl^oqght  they  were  fairly  recog- 
nized in  the  terms   of  the   bill,   and  he 
thought  consistently  with  wh^it  he  had  ai- 
rways understpod  to  be  the  sentiments  of 
the  hon. /gent,  ever  sinpe  he  bad  the  hor 
pourofhe£irii.ighii^iDpartonwttt.  Npthing 


could  be  more  pnjust  thgiu  to  censure  ipi, 
nisters  for  not  completing  the  volunteer 
system,  either  in  respect  to  the  application 
of  the  prerogative,  or  any  pther  particular* 
All  that  had  been  professed  or  attempted, 
was  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  more  eligible 
system,  which  should   be   formed  on  the 
sure  basis  of  experience,  and.  would  not 
therefore  be  subjected  to  those  difficulties- 
which,  under  the  novelty  of  this  establish- 
ment, it  was  at  present  necessary  to  en- 
counter.    What  was  the  situation  in  which 
it  was  required   that  tl-ie  House  should 
agaip  form,  itself  into  g,  committee  ?    It 
had  already,  in  the  sanie  form,  entered  at 
large  into  the  various  modes  of  defence 
now.  proposed ;  the  result  of  its  delib^ra? 
tipns  had  been  sent  to  the  Veen^  and  the 
amendments  suggested  by  them  were  to  b^ 
considered.     Why  then  adopt  this  retro-. 
grade  measure?  why   undo  all   that  had 
been   performed,'  for  no  one  rCjEisoQ  oi^ 
earth  but  to  produce  delay  at  a  inpinent 
when  procrastination  was  the  greatest  evij 
we  had  to  apprehejid  ?  It  was  said,  that  if 
the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  servants  be 
attended  to  before  the  war  begAn,  or  aftex 
its  commencement,  they  have   neglected 
the  exertions  suited  to  the  public  defence. 
Looking  as  he  did  to  the  geographical  situ- 
atipn  of  the  states  of  Europe,  and  to  the 
peculiar  circuinstances  of  France  before, l)e 
held  a  responsibly  situation,  he  had   eur 
deavoured  to  predict  the  consequences  of 
the  domineering  influence  of  the  latter,  and 
had  adverted  to  the  peculiar  attention  t^ 
be  paid  by  this  country  ta  it^  own  security^ 
The  same  sentiments  which  he  hpld  be- 
fore, he  had  more  strongly  felt  since  be 
had  the  honour  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
one  of  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants^ 
and  he  conceived  he  had  acted  upon  them 
to  the  fullest  extent  in  his  power.     The 
only  diminution  which   had  been  effected 
in  the  infantry  was  to  the  number  of  7000, 
and  that  was  in  regiments  which  had  re- 
turned harassed  from  foreign  apd  dangerj- 
ous  services.     But  gent,  inquired,  why  did 
you  not  take  measures  earlier  for  cinrolling 
the  militia  ?  He  for  one  could  riot  pleaa 
guilty  to  any  charge  of  the  kind  alluded  to , 
in  thb  question ;  he  had  brougjif  forward 
a  plan  for  this  express  object,  and  if  it  ha;4 
not  been  at  length  adopted^  the  country 
would  have  been"  totally  destitute  of  H 
militia  at  this  moment.    It  was  .^g^if^  ^wif 
that  the  volunteer  system  bad  be^ri,  pliftn? 
doned  at  the  most  inauspicioi2$  n^pn^^t,* 
iTie.  %t,  however,  w^^  tbat,a,bill,  w^ 
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^tipckm^  ms60A  a^possMe  fbr  the  sj36cx- 
fic;  pmp^m  of  pi^erving  it,  and  by  this 
vigilswe^  1^,600^  y^man  cavatlff'  vrere 
pfiDVided,  and  a  considerable  portiori  of 
ulfktJtty,-  v^hich  M^eris  ready  to  piresent 
riiWiiselvefi^  fbt-  t!i€  jWiblic  sdrvite  at  the 
oOWiwrBcemetat'  of  tlie  war.  Besides  dl 
tM^j  eveiy  pfossfbfe  inducement  wasr  held 
otit  Wr  the  fencibte^  and  milititi;  to  induce 
thKsmf  t»  enter  into  the  re^lar  service — a 
6ifrv4ee  tbaJt  had  b^en  greatly  iiijun^d  aiid 
reditoed  by  tihe  c^lamitiirfs  of  a  jirotraetefd 
^Httf  Sd  long  add  ^o  discouragingi  a$  to 
plHS^i^t  to  rmnifeters  rtfore  niltnerotlfe  dHR- 
ctiMeft'thtftt  had  beett  af  arty  former  peritid 
ehcoiiDtetied,  drflfculties-  for'  whidi  to  re- 
^td*  cotold  compensate,  \*hich  nothhig 
\M  ^  zetA  they  fdt  to  ^erve  their  sfove- 
reignand  their  cotin try  cotild  dispose  them 
tb  meet,  fife  objected-  to  the  suspension 
of  the  recrtriting'  fbr  the  army  of  reserve. 
It  did^  nof  appear  to  him  that  ministeYs 
"wete"  in  any  way  culpable  in  that  particfu-' 
lar;  but  this' was  not  the^tittie  tb'  discuss- 
thatt'  point;  it  vi^onld  b^*  ehough  fbr  him 
to  sHy,  that  from*  th^exBcrience' heiVad 
h'ad,  it'  \nas  impossible,  with  any  regard'  to 
pbMiC  economy;  tbjWslithe  ehlisting  at 
present' any  further.  It  h'ad '  not  quite  ah- 
B#efed  the- wishfes  of 'govt;  but;  perhaps, 
under  the  existing  circirtAstatice??;  it  had 
fdlfliled'  e^ery  reasonable  e^ectation, 
Ft>rty*  thcrtisatfd^  Had  beetf  projected  for 
England;  atid'lp;o(to  fot'Irelatid,  df  which 
37;0W  had  •becti' actually  raised.  A  itlea- 
surc'^waS'tcf'We'trottsld^red'in  thfe  Hbbse'oii 
Wednesd'ay;  of  a  l^vy  for  the  regular  ser- 
vice; atid  tfteisucCess  of 'this  wptild  depend 
on'  the  snspensibn -of  the* former,  for  a  pe- 
rk>&-  of^about'  12'monthS'.  The  obj^ct'w^is, 
to-raisebythis  expedient  not  lefes:  than'  18 
oir^^  battalions,  and  tlite  best  military  au- 
thorities Had'  bbeti  consulted,  by  Wlrointhe 
opinion  of  hi^  Mkjesty's  ministers  hiad  been 
assisted '  xtnd*  guid'edJ  He'  neetied  Only  'to' ' 
mefrtioff,  that  it  was  the  particular  reco m- 
mendktiohof  H.  R*.  H.  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  with' whom  the  measure  had  origi- 
nated; and" military  men  weie  OnTy  com- 
petent to' decide  on  a  question  ofihis  na- 
tm-c;  But  gent,  said,'  yoci  disappoihtyour 
own  designs  by  Vedadngthfe  botmty.  The' 
bbuntytinw  proposed  was  I'o'gtiinek^,  ftk- 
tfier  tcr  oflTcers  2*gCiiGe^,'  and*  l  guine^- 
Jevy  nmh^. '  Gent,  who  cortdiiced  •byitheh-' 
influence  •  and^  liberality  *  to '  increase'  tWe' 
piibMcYort'e;  were  also' ad Vanced'ohe  st^' 
in  military  raftlt.  Vfei'y  great  abused'  h^d" 
plrevailtd'in-fbrmef  jreriods,  an^\md^f  tlite' 


last  administration,  fk^ih''  the  proposed  xnii- 
thod,  undfer  the  old'  re^ijliitions,  atid  the' 
.right  hon.  gent,  behind  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  hatf 
canditily  acknowledged   he  had  found  it' 
dietrintental ;  bnt  thi6  experience,  hte  trust- 
led,  wonld'be  no  ob|e6tion  to  the  present 
plan,   because'  peculisti^  precautions   werd* 
intended 
would  be 
should  pr 
,t6'  recrae 
othetv^ise 
been  pre* 
pie  rifegje 
iof  wliidh 
jhe  alluded 

Ian  of  fo 
Ithen  adve 

lie  right 

aval  defe 

is  astoni 
Isertted,  tl 
•had  been 
dicuie  th< 
pa'd  given' 
jnavy.  H 
jthat'the  t( 
used,  jfian 
bom  men  -y 
Itical  men 
jtiOns.  H 
jalludfed'tt 
ppinion'f/ 
civilian; 

atried'  6t 
tr^'grea 

^r  boan 
attle'wUi 

ith-regp] 
jtiOn^,  he 
jstbod,  tha 
pf  K>vt^  a 
jd^artmei 
to'wfers  hac 
pharactefi 
[that  it  Wti 
jof  e^tl 
kion'of^h( 
berv-ice. 
with  expi^ 
'House  an 

the  Hbus(   ^  

^lioat'  t6  do  before'  they  acceded'  to  the 

rabtioni  which  had  for'  its  obj6tt*lb  effect, 

by  a  side- wind,  the  difehirss^l  of  mirfisters, 

who  were  prepared  tb'meet  it  fairly  and 

kriatifiirlly; 

I    Mr.  Gi  J^itHdttan  safd^  he'  c^sidered' 

the  present"  rttbtien  to  be 'art  attempt  td' 
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forceithe.  ministers  put  of  their  places,  and 
yj^  sirajlar  to  that  made  intl^e  year  1784, 
^v^9h  w9|s  reprobated  by  pv^ry  person  in 
t]>e'jC^untry.  If  his  Majesty's  present  mi- 
nisters were  guilty  of  misconduct,  let  that 
ipisconduct  be  specitidally  stated,. and  then 
let  an  address  be  ipov^d  to. hi?  Majesty 
for  their  reraova].  lie  jnust  protest  against 
thQ  present  proceeding,  because  it  was  an 
imcbn^tiiutional  act  for  that  House  to  take 
u^n  it^ielf  the  appointment  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers.  U  such  proceedings  as 
tills  were  allowed,  the  country  would  be 
subject  tp  tlie  same  cabak,  which  for  a 
long  time  had  agitated  the  French  govt. 
Tlie  attack  npw  attempted  to  be  made  was 
much  more  improper  than  that  of  1784-,  in 
as  much  $i8  the  country  was  now  in  a 
situation  of  alarin  and  danger  that  did  not 
^ist  at  tl^at  period. 

Sir  ^Villiam  FuUeney  tho\x^i  there  was 
no  ground  to  justify  themption  before  the 
House,  oecause,  he  thoijight^  on  all  those 
pj6iivt/B  where  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  throvy  blame  on  his  Majesty's  ministers 
they  bad  done  light.  They  were,  however, 
bliit  men,  and  must  not  be  expected  to  be 
perfect.  To  human  nature  allowance  must 
be  made  Jor  some  faults,^  .from  which, 
they  could  hot  be  wholly  free  any  more 
than  ^heir  predecessoi-s,  in  whose  conduct 
there  were  many  faulty,  ancl  gross  ones 
tpo,  which  he  could  easily  ppint  out. 
\yhen  the  present  ministers-  pame .  into 
<^ffice,  the  country  was  engaged  in  prose- 
culihg  a  long,  arduous,  expensive,  and  un- 
popular war,  which  had  been  so  long  caV- 
ried  on  by  their  predecessor^,  and  with 
such  enormous  expepce,  that  the  right 
bon.  gent,  who  had  this  night  joined  so 
heartily  in  the  censure  of  ministers,  could 
not  have  carried  Jt  on  for  3  months  longer. 
He  must  have  been  forced  from  his  situa- 
tjon,  by  the  spirit  and  sense  of  the  coun- 
try, had  he  longer  persisted  in  it ;  and  he 
liad  no  difficulty  in  asserting  that  he  could 
npt  have  made  peace  with  an  enemy  impla- 
oable  against  his  administration.  In  this 
critical  and  arduous  moment,  his  Majesty's 
present  minister's  came  forward  gjid  con- 
cluded that  peace  so  welcome  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people.  Bpt,  if  unhappily,  his  Ma- 
jestv*^  ministers  had  since  found  that  the 
revival  of  the  war  was  unavoidable,  was 
there  a  man  within  or  without  those  walls, 
was  there  a  power  jp  Europe  who  was  pot 
convinced  that  the  fault  lay  solely  in  the 
restless  ambition  and  insulting- aggresion^ 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  by  no  means  justly  i 


attributable  tp  his  Majesty*8  pi^eoent  nu^ 
nisters,  for  whose  ponduct  on  that  occa- 
sion, the  country  owed  them  indelible  ob-^ 
ligations;  for,  by  thatcoynduct,  they  mani«' 
fested  their  sincerity  in  the  wish  of  peace., 
and  their  readiness  to  make  every  cQnce«* 
sion,  not  dishonourable  to   the  coAintryt 
(for  its  maintenance  ;  and  by  that  jneanst 
under  the   dire   and  inevitable  necessity, 
of  renewing  the  war,  they  justified  them^ 
selves  in  the  eyes  of  their  country  and  of. 
all  Europe,  and  attached  thajt  unanimous  * 
and  glorious  spirit,  in   which  the  nation  > 
stood  ready  to  vindicate  its  own  honour- 
and  security,  and  to  hurl  defia^etothe> 
foe,     When  war  was  found  inevitable,  they . 
adopted,  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  the 
measures  best  'calculated  to  call  fortl^  the  * 
military  strength  of  the  countiy. 

Sir  Home  Popltam  pointe(J  ou^  an  errop; 
in  the  account  upon  the  table,  q(  the  num-. . 
ber.  of  vessels  in.  our  service,  which  waa 
stated  at  1 874-,  but  which,  upon  examining 
the  figures,  proved  to  be  only  16*52.     In^-; 
the  account  also  of  the  number  of  seamei;^   . 
and  n^arines,  at  two  periods,   Nov.  an4- 
March,  there  was  an  allowance  made  for 
deaths   and  casualties,  in  the  intervening - 
time,  although  some  of  our  sh^s  h^c),  dur^ 
ing  that  period,  been  lo^t,  and.som^  9f  th^ 
crews  either  lost  or  tak^n  prisoners.    .      .^',t 

Capt.  Markham  said,  tl^ere  certainly  ap-. 
peared  to  be  an  error  in  casting  up  the  ac? 
cpunt,   which  he  had  never  adverted  to. 
As  to  the  other  objection  with  respect  tp 
the  number  of  seamen,  the  Admiralty  w^re  . 
compelled  to  take  two  pc:riods.  when  the. 
^ayy  Board  had  no  returns,  4Dd  in  ^^ct,- 
he  pledged  himself  to  prove,  that  there 
was  a  greater  number  of  men  employed 
than  there  were  mentioned  in  the  account- 
The  impresspd  inen  were  not  included  in 
the  account,   these  would  serve  to  fill  up 
the  vacancies  occasioned  by  desertion  or 
death.     As  to  the  1400  vessels  collect^<^ 
at   Boulogne,    which    appeared    to   have^ 
caused  so  much  alarm  ip  the  mind  of  the. 
right  hon.  gent,  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  bplieved  no 
man  who  pretended  to  be  a  seaman  would 
say,  that  the  best  way  of  stopping  that 
flotilla  was  by  a  similar  one.    It  appeared, 
however,  that  the  right  hon.  gent.  (MrJ 
Pitt),  who  had  just  before  only  mention^  , 
gun-boats,  now  talked  of  gun-br^'s  bein^ , 
equipped  for  our  service  ;  at  this  rate  hq 
would  get  on  frpm  larger  to  larger  vessels, . 
until  he  at  length  came  to  those  large  ves-, 
sels  which   alone  ought    to  combat  the 
French  flotillas  like  |^ts  amongst  chil- 
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^CB,  A$  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew  (here  he 
was  ca^ed  to  order  for  mentioning  the 
came  of  a  member) »  that  gallant  officer 
bad  been  out  19  weeks,  and  it  was  there. 
£Dre  no  matter  for  wonder  that, he  should 
come  up  to  Parliament:  he  came  to  town 
as  a  commander,  to  do  business  which 
could  be  better  done  by  himself.  He 
(Capt.  M.^  had  spent  liis  life  in  the  naval 
services  of  his  country,, and  the  longer  he 
lived,  the  more  he  found  he  had  to  leam. 

Mr,  Pitt^  ii^  explanation,  said«  that  the 
bon.  Capt.  had  entuely  misunderstood 
bim»  a^  he  had  all  along  recommended 
the  building  of  gun-brigs,  such  as  was  used 
during  the  late  war.  Hiq  had  never  stated 
that  he  wished  small  vessels  to  ■  be  substi- 
tu^d,  or  larger  ones  built,  to  constitute 
our  additional  force.  Tlie  hon.  Capt.  wa^ 
alsa  equally,  unfortunate  in  misunderstand- 
ipg  him  respecting  another  point ;  as  he 
Ifad  never  stated  that  such  a  description 
of  vessfjs  ought  to  be  employed  exclu- 
8i^^}y  on  the  enemy's  coast,  but  that, 
from  the  enemy'?  coast  to  our  own,  and 
i^  mid-channel  alternately.  As  to.  the 
gallant  officer  (Sir  Edward  Pellew),  if  he 
was  not  sent  for  on  purpose,  he  cert^nly 
^ame  very  opportunely. 

The  Mtorney  Gcacra/.— Sir,  I  beg  to 
iixpress  my  humble  reliance,  that  the 
Rouse  will  indulge  me  with  their  attention 
.tp  a  few  observations  upon  the  subject 
i^ow  before  them,  and  in  vindication  of 
bis  Majesty's  .  n^in inters,  whose  dismissal 
from  their  situations  is  the  avowed  object 
of  the  motion  this  night  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  gent,  pver  against  me ;  and, 
Str,  I  should  not  feel  that  I  had  done  my 
duty  thift  night  to  my  King  and  country,  if 
I  should  omit  to  express  my  astonishment 
at  tlie  maum^r  in  which  the  question  has 
been  opened  by  that  hon.  gent.  If  the 
question  be  carried  this  night  in  favour  of 
that  motion,  and  e$pecia%  upon  the  ar- 
guments of  the  right  hon.  gent,  under  the 
gallery  (Mr,  Pitt),  there  caa  be  no  ques- 
tion of.  its  being  followed  by  the  Resigna- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  who  can 
no  longer  retain  their  situation^  under  so 
obvious  a  declaration  that  they  have  lost 
the  confidence' of  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  I.  would  ask  the  hon.  gent.,  if  this  is 
the  species  of  conduct  I  am  to  expect 
irom  his  candour  and  liberality  ?  Is  it  on 
fl  motion  of  this  sort,  containing  no  di- 
rect charge  of  any  criminsd  act  or  omis- 
^on  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, that  I  am  to  expect  a  decision,  in 


which  is  insidiously  involved  the  questim^- 
whether  or  not  they  shall  any  longer  ,re^. , 
tain  the  confidence  of  this  licMise,  or  con.-^ 
tiuue  to  fill  those  situations  in  which  thejr  - 
have  acted  with  so  much  ^eal  and  inte^^ 
grity,  and  I  will  add, ,  with  such  signal 
effect  for  the  sten-nce  and  security  of  iheu^ 
King  and  countiy?  Is  this  a  ispecies  of* 
conduct  consistent  with  Uie  caMour  an4: 
manhness  >of  his  character,  or  the  dignity^ 
which  I. have  on  so  many  occasions  ed<« 
mired,  though  on.  so  many  others  I  have. 
had  reason  to  censure?  Could  T  have  ex* 
pected  frqm  him,  to  choose  such  a^  moda 
or  such  a  siUsject,  jto  collect  every  strajr 
vote  and  every  stray,  opinion,  to  impress 
with  his  purpose  the  minds  ,of>  many  gent., 
brought  together  from  the  roo$t  distant 
parts  of  the  country  with  no  trivja^  share 
of  management  apd  industry  |-^(A  cry  of. 
Hearl    Hear!) — Sir,   I  repeat  it,    gent. 
brought  hither  with  the  utmost. industry 
from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  ttf 
hear  the  attack  this  night  upon  hi^^a*; 
jesty  s  ministers,  preparatory  to  their  fall^ 
under  a  subsequent  measure,  namely,  an 
address  to  his  Majesty  ior  their  dismissaU^ 
This,  it  is  obvious,  the. motion  before  the. 
House  is  the   forerunner  of:  but  if.  this 
House  shall  agree  to  a  motion  brought  for* 
ward  in  such  a  manner,  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  declaring,  that  it  will  sanction  a  prqject 
the  most  to  be  deplored,  under  existing 
circumstances,  tl^at  ever  was  adopted  by  a 
House  of  Parliament.    With  regard  to  the. 
prmciple  of  the  prerogative  vested  in  thCi 
Crown  for  calling  on  the  .services  of  the . 
body  of  the  people  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  the  hon.  gent,  has  endeavoured 
to  show  some  doubts  on  the  existeni^  of. 
that  prerogative..    In  support  of  his  rea« 
soning,  he  adduced  some  passages  from. 
Judge  Foster.    Certainly,  I  will  allow  Ids 
authority  upon  any  legal  subject;  and  be 
concludes,   that  if  this  prerogative  does 
exist,  it  is  only  in  the  sanction  pf  mtfodern 
usage,  and  in  cases  of  actuid.  invasion*. 
Now,  Sir,,  I  would  beg  to  askt  if  itexiats 
only  in  cases  of  invasipp^  what  is  the  o<^.' 
currence  v^  modern  usa^  in  this  coimtryy^ 
|by  which  only  it  is  sanctioned  ?  for.cer% 
tainly  the  instances  of  modern  invasion  to 
this  realm,  alford  no  opportuni^  fpr  in«* 
stances  of  its  exercise ;  and  the  practice 
has  obtained  principally,  i(  not  eptirelyt 
on  ancient  usage.     For  qiy  pwi^  part,  I. 
have  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  tl¥R.pfe» 
rogative  in  the  Crown ;  and  it  must  appear 
to  every.manof  ordinary  perceptioay  that 
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Migisti^e  apd  of  tlis  lamr  eourtB  k^ibrar 
twM  ao^MnKiM,  the  prerogative  el  tfte- 
C^rottra^  is.  all  la  all  ^f  Aewall  beix^  of 
Hwremki.  Willi'  mpsct  to  tbe  molnoii 
llrfnre  tb»  House,  Siv^  If  it  is  mefaikt^  td 
MHit  eiie*  8M  adiApser  to>  bi»^  Majesty  ibr*  the 
qtiniiBiBl  oi  \m^  pvesent  amisterBi  iA  ic" 
nteessaiy,  at  teaet^  to  eonti^ier  e»  wbat 
girounds>  or  wbsstt  Ikoae  miiMteiv^  kave^ 
fiane  or*  Mt  u«dotte,  that  so  marked-  a- 
HMa8ure>  ol  oeojMive  is  oaUecbfbr;  attd  it 
^ibaliove  tbe^wisdom  and  justice  of  tiMs 
Hbuse,  before' they  goosmA  to  affi»  their 
ilpDdc  IQ  suoh  a  meascure^  ta  cOBsidep  welt 
Ipawiiloanbe^justi^^y  a&dto^kiok^a^ittle 
fimherandi  oonrntev'  what  ars  the-conse-^ 
^kieacss  Uhefy  to  result  fr«ni  the*  coumil^ 
sif«iDSD>  such  as  those-  who  are  likely  to 
ttBcctsae*  the-  soosessors^o^  the^presmtadi- 
mMitftra^ia^  An  hen;  g^nti  who-  bas^ 
HUS'  ni^  taken  oocasiou  to  oensem  bis^ 
Majesty's  mioiiters'for'thepeaoet  they  had' 
ooncluded;  seems- to  fbrget- his  Own*  deeht«- 
n^iouion  the  aabj#et  of { thattpeaoe'tipon'a 
Inrmer  ooosBioOi  Ho  Uisit .  gave  iV  his-ttp- 
psolmttOD^  aad^said,  tfalat^  oonsidOritog  the 
riatr  of  thcMwcrldy  aad  Hvs-  situation  in 
iMsh  this^oountry^stood^  it  was  the  best' 
tllBt^ocwki'  be*  obtained^  and  he  hailed^  it 
as^suofe;  w^te-  another  right  hon.  gentt 
(llllt>  WiBdhamy/wbom  I  will  eail  bis'new^ 
il|ly'a«^Uie<^pFeseot  occasion,  deprecated- 
tlievpeaeei  and^ooBd^iniied^  it  as^  a^  most 
nusdMevovts^aDdtruinous/measure.  Those 
^ifiidilties^  r  shall  Iteve-  for  those  greet 
stsAesmen-  to  settle'  at  the'  next'  cabinet 
tlMy  bold';  bttt^  putting*  the^  authority  of 
tkNi^oiie'ageiBsl'theK>th#r,  Lwill  askv  what 
Sdrt'^^coiigreifcy'^e^oonntry't^n  expect' 
fioitt  »-jimctionof'beth?'For  the  •peace' 
wbich  ivasMxiecl^dOd^  eveiy  British*  heart 
aebnowMged^  gretitod^-  to  his'  Mkjesty V 
pwoeot^nnnisters';  and  tO' ihem  isxentirety 
amiig.tl^u|Minimity  gf  the-  whole  empire 
iii«apport'bf  the^  present'  war-^-en^untfrn- 
ivitywoith^aU  the^  soldt^fs  thatwere-dis* 
tatfied*  at  theMoooclusien  of"  the  peace. 
¥)bt  tbi»hb^  gentv  allbws  no  exeoseto  his 
Itf(k}t0ty^4  <  ininisteiB''  fdr*  reeotlinienotng  an 
up«voidftbl^we>F^  but  charges^  them  witih 
i»f ol^ag"  thekrountry* in^nger;  I'  should 
biBigladi  Sh^^  if  Ilia  talents 'had  ^^een^^always 
reiMiedto aeti^by  a' sense  of  his  coun^ 
try^ttittnger/'  J^  should*  rejeice^  8irj  to  re- 
d!e«bttt,  if'^8\vigi!ftnce  aod-  his  energies 
faadaaM^ya^  Weeh*-  e«cited*  by^  a-  sense'  of 
ti»»4#n|{^^'0f  that  coQsrtry  fsf  which  he 
n>»^Wtti^!<*s^  tmieb' alarm- andCcelicr' 


t*idsii"  Auf,  Shf,  when  public  d«Ag(^  thr^at*^ 
ened-thn^eouB^  on  st  former  and  no'  very 
reme^e  <^ceairien,  h6%^  did'  the-  hbn.  metn*^ 
ber  mani^t  his  solicttodfe  i  Was  H  by  de^ 
setting  his^d^y  in  this  Hcmse?  When  the* 
annihilation'  of  the  narra^  pov^tfr  Of  the'' 
couBtrynRi>es'Stienaced*bY  the  mtttiny,  wftefe* 
was  the*  h&tt,  gent. }'  Not  at  any  place* 
M*€TO  his  dnty  shouhFhave  press^-  him* 
S«  BM»ch*for'the*lion.  gent/s-zeaft  and  his* 
alartn  at  the  public  (Singer.,  I  have  no^ 
charge  to  make  agamst  his  consistency  in 
swpportfttg^the^peace,  because,  during  the- 
whol^of  t^war,  he  wars  ready  to-  make* 
peace  upo»  ateiost  agnyterms ;  and,  there* 
fh»v  f  Mfig^  suppose  he  would-be  as  reiidy 
Oft  ^w  Sfssne'  jfrinciple*  to  snp]^rt  peace' 
again.  Bb^,  how  will  he  reconcfle  this*  • 
I»inciple  to  the  rfght  hon:  gent,  who  goes* 
alionig^with'himin  this  measure,  and^^d- 
has  so<  repektediydbclk^d' that  peace  to' 
have^so-sunk'the'spinrdf  the  country;  atnd^ 
the^hesrrteofEhgllsfimen;  that  tHeyflavendt' 
Gonragefo  raisetHeit  htittdiragaiii8t*Frat!ce  f^ 
I  know*  not'  h&nr  much  the  arrogance' 
and  aeeitsty  wxth*whidi  that  peace*  wier 
condemned>  and  the  character  and  courag^ 
of  the  country  tradbcedi  may  have  contri- 
buted to  excite  the  enemy  to  new  dtei^&sof 
hostility  againsTtisv  but  certainly^'  if  Boo* 
naparte^feltftny  disposition  to  insult  aticC 
attack  thiycountryi  Iknow of' nothing^ srf 
well.calcnlatedto  inducebim  to- belie v^h^l 
may  doit  w4th  impunity;  as  tlie*  language: 
held  on  that  occasion  by  the' ri^thon. 
gent  (Mi*.  Windham.)  Birrnow  that*this* 
fallen^  dispitTted,  and  pusillknimoti^  na* 
tion-^is*  again  ^liisposed'  to  assert  itself?.  an(£ 
shewitsspirit  against  the  commotf  enemy,' 
his»  Mltjesty'^  ministers  are^  att^dted  foiv 
renewingthe*war,-  and*  cotidfemned  thronglf 
everyvestige  ofUhfeir*  proceetitngsincon-j 
jdttoting  it;  Sir;  i  say  it  would  bci  an  act 
jof'thfe'utmostrashrtcss  uytHis  Holrst^;  at 
soch  a^  crisis  asHhe 'present;  t6  tiioveYbr 
the'dfemieteal  of  his  Majesty'^  mini^tors;  or 
agree^to^any  motion  necessarily  leadirfg  to^ 
;soehi  a-  measure,  without  well  cbnsiA^rlng^ 
} what  would  be  likely  to-  follow, '  an^ '  who' 
to'  succeed'  them-^to  consider  a  little  the 
^d^positfon  of' those  successors^  and;  Sir,_ 
if'we^onlyejcaminea  little  the*  consistebcy 
[of  those' prtneipjes  and;  politics,  we'srialf 
jftnd  ibut  irttte  causd  to  rely  on  the'  success: 
lofthen*  measures;^-We  are  told  that  bur* 
Icoimtry  is-  in?  a  state  of' siege;  and  h*o\^ 
d6es* it  appear  ♦  Why,  in  our  fleets  Wock* 
adingthe  ports  of  the  enemy!  It  is  said* 
that  we-"ire  idegttded  in  the  eyed  oi'dlX 
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C^i- 


EMTope.    1  should  be  ^«d  to  know  tiae 
oame  of  that  nutiDo,  wbich^  ^unomgsttbe 
liurrouodiog  coifntries,  gf  humiliated  £o* 
r6p^,  C]^»  from  ita  proixd  aud  ele^aled 
digaitYy  look  dowa  upop  the  jureseut  hum*- 
bl^9  pr0slrate  state  of  degrad^^d  EngLaod  1 
If,  indeed*  the  powers  of  the  Contaaent 
felt  that^  England*  crouching,  with  terror 
lyitbin  h^r  own  ports*  ielt  alariA  only  for 
her  own  safety;  they  might,  feel  sentiments 
of  coptempt  for  her  situation ;  but,  vi^^ing 
her  as  the  only  nation  able  tp>  cope  mt^ 
the  gigantic  power  and  ambition  of  Franoe, 
which  bad  humbled  all  the  re»t  of  Eu- 
rope* and  the  only  rallying  point  to  vrbidb 
Europe  caa?  turn  lor  the  ho^ts^of  itsemaa- 
cipatioD*  I  am  at  a  loss  to  oo&ceive  what 
is  meant  by  this  deigradaUoa.    I  irtcoUect^ 
indeed*  Sir,  the  vaunts  of  the  «namy*  the 
threats  of  our  apnihilation*  ^he  ''  deteuda 
est  Carthago*'^  the  assertion  that  France 
and  England  could  not  both  exist  in  the 
aame  femisphere*   and  the   menaces  of 
Buon^arte  of  our  utter  destruction ;  but 
ve  have  seen  him  afterwc^-ds  crouch  to  a 
peace  with  this  country*  and  to  purchase 
that  peace  by  surDenderiog  the  tefiitovies 
of  bis  allies ;  a&d  how  does  he  new  me- 
nace our  destruction  ?  Why,  by  fleets  that 
dare  not  quit  his  shares  beyond  the  pro 
tection  of  those  batteries  that  line  his 
l^oast  from  Dunkirk  to  BouIogne«^-Fr6in 
an  union*  such  as  the  motion  of  this  night 
proposes  to  afiect,  ia  succession  t^  his 
M^estv^s  pnesent  ministers*  no  unity  of 
senUment  caa  be  expected*    In  a  ca^net 
composed  of  such  o(^o&ite  prineipl«s*  no 
imipa  can-exist,     1  think  it  extremely  pro- 
bable* ibr  in&tance,  that  one  of  the  first 
measures  thOrt  would.  b&  proposed  fay  the 
right  ban.  gent  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  Fox), 
would  be  a  peace  wi^h  Buonaparte,  and 
probably  tbrou^  the:  mediaUon,  of  Rns* 
sia« '  But*  I  ask,  is  U  to  be  exacted  sueh 
A  peace  would  b^  pi;oposed  in^such  tenss 
as  his  right  ban.   ally  (Mr»  Windham) 
would  be  induced  ^o  agree  tp  ?  I  know 
-there  are  many  gent  in.  thi^  Gbuse  to- 
night* who  m^  b^  iudmped  to  isote  in  fy-  \ 
your  Qf  this  quesftion*  ecen  vyith  intent  ttoj 
the  removid^  of  his  M^sty's.piresenttmt^i 
nisters^  in  hopes  th#  it  flight  lead  tOjfiapm 
a  ministry,  atthe.hp^  .of^whichniii^be 
f laced  tbersigf)thon*eent  ufd^.tl^^^i^iilei^ 
(Mr^  KUt),    I  Ipopw*,  Sir^  hisrgreal  tid^nts 
'and  hi9  ei;^t^  n^M ;  i|U3^^  i^o/^  tW  gfledt 
gpodv  must;  b^  aj^inedi  for,  U^  comtry^ 
under  api;^  gojiftr  w^eiie^  b9^  is  glaeedi  ai 


posdble  he  ^Dufal  'ever  unite  with  the  :boin 
gent,  oppo^te  to  me*  who  has  so  oAedi 
arr^gned  bia  govt,  as  an  abomiiiattoQ  te 
this  country*  and  the  whole  of  hts  mea- 
sures as  the  most  wicked,  dange^us*  and 
unconstitutional  ?   who  has  arraigned  liiA 
repeatedly  as  guilty  o(  the  vilest  corrupt 
tioo  and  profligacy*  and  accused  htm  •(€ 
wickedly  and  unnecessarily  {>rotmoting  tbb 
late  war*  and  promoting  the  ruin  of  hk 
country  ?    Can  it  be  possible*  Sitr*  that  thit 
hon.  member  over:  against  tie  (Mr.  ¥krk)^ 
now  just  returning  to  this  Uonsfc  frasdi 
that   retirement  he  SQughl  in  diagiisk  ^rit 
the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  gent^  undsr 
the  gallery,,  -will  dedicate  his  fim  exerticm 
to  raise  i^ain    to    power   that  vmiBisM' 
whose  former  sway  he  considered  so  odiova^ 
and  his  ministry  the  greatest  calamity  t^ 
this  country?  Sir*  I  oannot  duppoiesQdk 
an  o^ect  possible.     It  mi^  be  ikiiagiaedy 
that  the  n^i%  hoti.  gent,  tinder  the.^lerf 
is  desirous  of  raising  to  poi^r  the  iion. 
member  over  the  way :  this  i  Ihidk  ectualijr 
improbable.     I  do  not  sdy  the  ddigt&c^ 
would  be  greater  to  one  thsn  to  the  ottai* 
but  that  it  would  be  equally  disgraceful  to 
both.     I  am  ready  to  give  the  f^ht  hon. 
gent,  under  the  gallery  credit  for  every 
thing  magnanimottji*   for  every  thing  li« 
beral,  for  every  readiness  to  sacrifiee  per- 
il tical  resentment  or  party  pique*  wheicu 
at  such  a  crisis,  they  may  stand  in  tb^  way 
of  his  country's  good ;  and  I  am  sure  he 
would  feel  it  a  load  cast  frotn  his  feelikigs. 
But,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  can  sar 
cfifice  the  great  prhwiple  of  his  cbtislfet. 
encj*;  and  1  cart  iiever  thinK  that.tv^  itt^h 
of  jMinciples  so  tdtalfy  opptisite,  eonld 
meet  at  th€f  same  council  board*  without 
such   concealments   or   dlssimulatian  S^ 
would  render  eadi  despicable  in  the  ^y(k 
tf(  the  other,  and  both  in  thfeir  owii.    1 
beg  to  asfci  H  this  couM  bi  cbn§idfcret!f  k^ 
9!  means  ef  deJfeftding  the  nation  f  If  it 
could  be  fof  ^  good  of  tfjte  eotmtfy,  thit 
adttiiftfistrati^m  should  cOtrtifiu^  in  their  st- 
totttiOM  aftiet  tfteconfidentc  of  P^iamettt 
i9  tvithdVawn  from  theiw?  Ahd  if  they  afe 
to  coitfittue  hi  pfao^*  ^otlWit  not  b^  mad- 
!Wte  kft  the  House  16  gfcdade  tt>  *H^  metr- 
.sere  ?  Ibeg  tfo  AskjiartHs  *  ttnH*^  td  ftpedl 
tl^  Hhbeas-  Cdrpus  Sb^p«»siOn  taw   Hi 
li^fetttf,  oi'^ife^  Martiat  LaW  tJB  ?  fe  ft;  1 
Mk;  Hrptudenf  mometit^td  agitiati^  tfi^  CSei^ 
theWe  •eiu'^stibA*  V  h  i^t'^ tfnre-  tb  a^mifafc 
'^fcis'  ftoAeljf  e^ttsMtu^Dn  bf  dots  i&  trat 
*♦  festtlife*  itmtkm^Ttt  6f  fitWiAi'Wi^dri^' 
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rigbt  hoD.  gent*  (Mr.  Windham),  I^con- 
jure  hhn  by  the  many  well-fought  days  of 
argument  he  has  maintained  in  this  House 
—I  conjure  him  by  the  memory  of  hb  de- 
parted friend,  Mr.  Burke  —  I  conjure 
bim  by  a  memory  he  should  and  he  ought 
to  respect  still  more,  the  memory  ^f  his 
departed  self,  to  pause,  before  it  is  too 
late,  and  before  be  signs  and  seals  for 
fcver  his  own  inconsistency.  I  would  ask 
bim,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  join  the 
^vocates  of  Frencli  principles  ?  (a  loud 
cry  of  ^  Order  !  Order  !)  or  whether  he 
considers  thb  the  proper  hioment  for  the 
introduction  of  such  principles  ?  I  again 
conjure  the  House  to  look  seriously  to 
the  consequences  of  agreeing  to  the  pre- 
;Bent  motion,  as  it  must  infedlibly  lead  to 
the  introduction  of  a  new  ministry  worse 
than  that  which  at  present  exists. 

Mr.  Wihdham  said,  he  gave  the  learned 
gientleman  credit  for  bis  endeavours  to 
xouse  the  House  from  that  languor  into 
•which  it  had  been  insensibly  sinking.  He 
bad  chaunted  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the 
Biinistry  in  melodious  strains* 

He  sang  Darius,  great  and  good, 

Fallen,  fallen,  fallen,  fallen, 
Fallen  from  his  high  estate, 
And  weltering  in  his  blood. 

But  he  did  not  seem  to  think  the  cause 
altosether  desperate;  and  as  he  pro- 
ceec^d, 

He  burst  the  bands  of  sleep  asunder. 

And  rous'd  him  like  a  xattUng  peal  of  thunder. 

The  learned  gent,  had  considered  the  mo- 
tion in  two  different  aspects.  For  his  own 
part,  he  must  confess  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  one  part  of  the  motion,  as  stated 
by  the  learned  gent,  that  the  present  ad- 
ministration should  be  removed;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  the  conclusion  that  had 
been  drawn  from  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed. Though  they  might  disapprove  of 
the  conduct  of  the  present  ministers,  it 
was  not  necessary  they  should  point  out, 
at  the  same  time,  who  were  the  most  pro- 
per^to  be  their  successors.  Neither  was 
it  necessary  that  they  should  begin  by 
charging  ministers  with  misconduct  pre- 
viously to  any  investigation.  Had  they 
done  this,  be  could  easily  conceive  that  the 
learned  ^ent.  would  have  been  the  first  to 
cry  out  at  the  injustice  of  the  proceeding. 
He  would  have  asked  a  fair  trial  previous 
to  any  sentence  of  condemnation;  be 
would  have  cried  out  yexy  much  bad  they 
mfstd  the  ditmiiinl  of  mimsters,,  with* 


out  assigning  any  reason,  or  merely  be-* 
cause  they  did  not  like  them,  have  con- 
cluded them  to  be  bad.  He  wished  to  g(^ 
into  the  question  on  its  own  intrinsic  me- 
rits, and  «ot  on  the  ground  on  which  tfac^ 
learned  gent,  had  shewn  so  much  feeling, 
and  in  which  he  no  doubt  was  sincefe*  Be- 
fore deprecating  so  warmly,  however,  the 
union  of  opposite  sentiments,  which  h^ 
seemed  so  much  to  apprehend,  he  would 
request  the  learned  gent,  to  look  to  a  gent* 
not  more  than  4  or  5  benches  from  him 
<Mr.  Tiemcy),  whose  sentiments  and  his 
had  not  been  always  congenial,  and  who 
had  been  for  many  years  the  friend  and 
companion  of  the  admirer  of  French  prin. 
ciples ;  who  had  been  the  champion  of  re*^ 
form,  and  those  other  questions  which 
were  so  obnoxious  to  the  learned  gent. 
He  bad  no  objection  to  take  advice,  but 
he  did  not  know  if  the  advice,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  was  purely  disinterested. 
The  learned  gent,  from  his  professional 
habits  (and  no  man  had  a  greater  respect 
than  he  had  for  his  professional  character)^ 
was  so  much  accustomed  to  plead  for  his 
client,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  he 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  he  was  both 
advocate  and  client  too. 

Mr.  Tiernej/  said,  he  did  not  imagine  h6 
was  of  so  much  consequence  as  to  be  so 
often  arraigned.  Few  questions  ever  wer6 
so  little  productive  of  difficulty  tb  him  in 
the  vote  he  ougirt  to  give  With  respect 
to  what  had  been  said,  as  to  his  inconsist- 
ency, it  was  for  the  event  to  shew  how, 
on  the  subject  of  parliamentary  reform, 
he  should  act.  For  the  present,  let  that 
be  left  ad  referendaro.  As  to  accusations 
of  entertaining  French  principles,  he  should 
take  that  as  he  always  took  it,  in  no  ill 
humour.  He  had  opposed  his  Majesty^s 
late  ministers,  and  certainly  for  one  strong 
reason,  among  others,  that  the  right  hon« 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Windham)  was  a 
member  of  it.  The  present  question  wad 
evidently  one,  on  the  confidence  that 
ought  to  be  reposed  in  administration- 
The  ground  stated  for  the  motion  was  the 
defence  of  the  country;  but  the  latter  part 
of  the  motion  went  to  take  away  from  the 
executive  govt,  what  had  been  always  en- 
trusted to  it.  Vt  was  nothing  else  but  the 
question  of  dismissing  ministers,  whiclk 
ought  to  have  been  brought  forward  in  a 
fair,  manly  manner.  He  might  be  ac- 
cused of  self-interest,  but  he  knew  he  had 
not  been  actuated  by  any  such  niotir^. 
it  #ai^said>  tint  Wmioiitration  acted  oik 
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no  system,  and  this  by  those  who  were  a 
pan  of  the  last;  of  chat  administration 
which  formed  the  provisional  cavalry,  and 
whose  income'  tax  was  the  subject  of  com- 
plaints  without  end.  Ministers  had  been 
abused  for  listening  to  the  suggestions  of 
others;  such  was  the  return  for  their  im- 
partiality. But  any  candid  man,  who 
looked  at  the  multiplicity  of  affairs  that 
crowded  upon  them,  would  see  that  their 
fault  wa»  rather  in  attempting  too  much. 
Look  at  Ireland,  and  see  what  a  small 
forc^  there  was  last  war  to  defend  it,  com- 
pared with  what  tliere  is  at  present ;  yet 
from  the  same  mouth  that  ordered  the 
then  Irish  establishment^  the  House  now 
heard  the  voice  of  complaint.  The  right 
hou.  gent,  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Pitt) 
bad  sufficiently  shewn  the  excellence  of 
the  volunteer  system  on  different  occa- 
sions. The  zeal  of  the  people  at  large 
had  certainly  been  great,  but  ministers 
had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
promote  and  direct  it ;  and  the  volunteers 
in  general  had  shewn  an  excellent  disposi- 
tion. They  were  not  equal  lo  regular 
troops  on  a  military  s}^tem ;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  the  united  talents  of  the 
different  coalescing  parties  could  point  out 
a  better  mode  of  assisting  the  public  de- 
fence. If  party  had  raged  abroad  as 
much  as  in  that  House,  tl^ey  never  could 
have  been  formed.  If  they  were  used 
properly,  thev  would  do  their  duty.  With 
all  the  conquests  and  power  of  France, 
all  that  she  iias  been  able  to  do  since  the 
last  peace,  and  all  the  additional  means 
afforded  her,  we  were  now  actually  pre- 
paring, not  for  defence,  but  for  offensive 
measures  against  her.  The  country  was, 
therefore,  as  well  defended  as  if  even  the 
late  Sec.  at  War  had  the  care  of  defending 
iu  He  had  a  great  respect  for  the  abili- 
ties of  that  right  hon.  gent,  but  he  really 
believed  that  his  return  to  the  manage- 
ment of  military  affairs  would  strike  more 
dismay  than  the  appointment  of  any  other 
man  in  the  country:  so  many  things  would 
immediately  occur  to  disgust  the  public 
mind.  He  might  get  a  disposeable  force, 
and  he  believed,  too,  he  would,  as  for- 
merly, soon  iind  out  a  way  of  disposing  of 
it.  Tho  present  negligent  and  incapable  mi- 
nistry, as  it  was  called,  bad  scarcely  done 
any  thing  like  the  transactions  of  St.  Do- 
roango,  or  the  invasion  of  Holland,  for 
which  men  were  enticed  and  sent  off  in- 
t9xicated,  and  not  knowing  to  what  regi- 
ment they  belonged,  to  have  their  brains 
Vol.  II. 


beat  out.  But  on  this  question  the  right 
hon.  gent,  ought  to  be  able  to  state  what 
his  expectations  were  with  respect  to  the 
successors  of  the  present  adnrinistration. 
He  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  a  coalition  : 
that  it  had  actually  taken  place  he  could 
not  say ;  but  he  had  also  heard  of  a  co- 
operation. Three  large  bodies  had,  it 
seemed,  agreed  in  nothing  else,  but  in  their 
efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  present  ministry. 
To  accomplish  such  an  union,  many  things 
must  have  been  given  up,  and  probably 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  ma(ie  his  peace 
with  the  hon.  mover,  for  the  attack  inade 
on  the  unblemished  -character  of  the  hon, 
gent.  (Mr.  Fox),  while  that  right  hon.  gent.x 
(Mr.  Windham)  was  in  Ollice,  by  striking 
him  out  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council !  If 
gent,  suffered  such  a  motion  as  this  to  be 
carried,  what  would  they  say  to  the  coun- 
try, after  the  various  acts  they  had  passed',, 
and  the  measures  they  had  taken  ?  It  was 
necessary  to  look  at  the  remedy  proposed, 
as  well  as  the  disorder.  The  leaders  of 
the  combined  parties  had  many  partisans 
undoubtedly ;  but  he  was  perfectly  confi- 
dent, that  if  they  succeeded,  there  would 
be  a  general  feeling  of  regret  in  the  public 
mind,  whenever  the  present  administra- 
tion should  retire.  The  feelings  of  the 
public  were,  he  was  certain,  with  the  pre- 
sent ministers.  After  ten  years  experi- 
ence, the  public  had  felt  the  blessing  of 
being  deprived  of  the  vigorous  proceedings 
of  the  rignt  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham). 
But  where  were  the  petitions  against  minis- 
ters ?  From  what  city,  or  county,  or  bo- 
rough ?  Some  gent,  in  opposition,  had  a 
pretty  good  notion  of  the  mode  of  procur- 
ing them ;  but  they  did  not  appear.  Per- 
haps he  might  hear  of  them  by-and-by. 
There  might  be  some  meetings  in  Palace- 
yard  for  that  purpose,  and  very  probably 
in  the  borough  of  Southwark  too  ;  but  at 
present,  gent,  knew,  that  to  procure  any 
thing  of  importance  in  this  way  was  im- 
practicable. He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  and  he 
should  always  look  back  to  his  connexion 
with  them  with  satisfaction. 

The  Hon.  C.  H.  Hutchinson  said  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  motion,  afte'r 
which, 

Mr.  Fox  rose'  to  reply,  an^  addressed 
the  House  to  the  following  effect : — Sir,  so 
much  of  this  debate  has  been  employed  in 
personalities ;  so  many  observations  have 
'been  made  upon  the  character  and  con- 
struction of  the  motittft,   and  upon  the 
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Qi&nder  in  which  I  introduced  it,  und  to 
little  has  been  said  upon  the  motion  itself, 
that  it  becQiBes  necessary  to  trespass  upon 
the  House  with  a  few  observations.  If  ever 
there  was  a  debate  conducted  with  the 
spirit  of  party,  indeed  I  ought  rather  to 
say  with  the  spirit  of  faction,  for  it  does 
not  deserve  the  honourable  name  of  party, 
ii  is  the  manner  in  which  this  debate  has 
been  conducted  by  the  opponents  of  the 
motion,  with  the  exception   only  of  the 
Sec.  of  State^  who  met  it  in  a  fair  and 
manly  manner.     If  ever  there  was  a  case, 
in  which  those  who  opposed  a  motion  dis- 
played a  total  want  of  talent  and  capacity, 
and  in  their  room  had  recourse  to  unjusti- 
fiable personality  (and  if  I  was  to  call  it 
coarse  ribaldry,  1  should  not  over- rate  it) 
it  is  the  present.     I  will  begin  what  I  have 
to  say  with  a  few  observations  respecting 
myself.     I  have  beeti  used  to  debates  of 
this   kind,   and  I  have  always  observed, 
that  when  those  whom  I  have  opposed  are 
pressed  hard,  and  feel  themselves  in  dan  • 
ger  of  a  defeat,  then  I  am  sure  to  have  all 
my  political  sins  set  forth  in  array  against 
me ;  then  1  am  sure  to  be  told  of  my  at- 
taehment  to  French  principles ;  of  my  cul- 
pable love  of  peace,  and  of  the  coalition. 
I  waited  in  confident  expectation  that  they 
would  go  back,  as  usual,  to  the  Middlesex 
election,  but  in  this  I  was  for  once  disap- 
pointed.  We  will  begin  first  with  the  coa- 
lition, an  event  which  occurred  one-and- 
twenty  years  ago,  before,   I  believe,  the 
learned  ge«t.  engaged  in  public  life.    If  he 
wants  any  information  upon  that  subject,  I 
wish  he  would  not  apply  merely  to  me,  but 
to  others,  and  what  he,   of  course,  will 
consider  more  respectable  authority.    Let 
bim  apply  to  one  of  the  members  of  the 
present  administration,  I  mean  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  who  will  give  him 
some  information  upon  the  principles  on 
which  that  measure  was  founded.  Let  him 
apply  to  one  of  the  Post-Masters-General, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  had  a  consider- 
able share  in  bringing  about  the  event, 
and  from  the  information  which  the  learned 
gent,  will  receive  from  his  friends,  he  will 
be  able  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    The  learned  gent,  has  this  night  in* 
dulged  himself  in  ^  declamation  against 
union  of  all  sorts,  but  be  does  not  seem 
always  to  have  entertained  *such  a  violent 
antipathy  to  them.     When  a  number  of 
my  friends,  whom  I  valued  most  highly, 
joined  the  late  administration ;  when  the' 
I>uk^  of  Portland,.. when  one  jof  the  pre- 


sent   Post-masters-G^ieral,    when    Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  and  several  ^thets  with  whom 
I  had  for  years  concurred  in  opinion,  Coa- 
lesced with  the  late  ministers,  where  thei^ 
was  all  his  indignation,  where  was  all  fai$ 
declamation  against  coalitions.     When  I 
was  hurt  and  ve-xed,  as  I  certainly  was  by 
the  loss  of  such  friends,  did^  I  attribute 
their  conduct  to  any  thing  but  an  honour- 
able difference  of  opinion,  which  forced 
them  to  take  the  part  they  aid  ?  But  when- 
ever a  coalition  is  in  favour  of  a  ministry 
of  which  he  forms  a  part,  then  it  is  entitled 
to  every  praise ;  but  if  it  should  have  the 
effect  of  disturbing  such  an  administration, 
then  it  immediately  becomes  the  subject  of 
the   learned    gent. '»  vehement  invective. 
The  learned  gent,  then  represent?  me  as 
an   admirer  of  French  principles.     I  do 
not  knpw  his  history  from  the  beginning  of 
the  French  revolution  ;  bat  I  believe  that 
was  an  event  at  which  99  men  out  of  every 
100  were  extremely  rejoiced — I  mean  the 
overthrow  of  the  govt,  of  France ;  and  I 
believe  that  even  his  Majesty's  ministers  at 
first  entertained  similar  sentiments  upon 
the  subject.     But  he  combines  the-revolw. 
tion  with  all  the  dreadful  events  andcrimes 
that  followed,  and  makes  me  a  party  to 
the  whole.     The  learned  gent.  I  presume, 
knows  the  history  of  his  own  comitry,  let 
him  look  to  the  year  164- 1 ;  he  will  find 
that  good  and  honourable  men  took  a  part 
in  producing  the  events  of  that  time;  he 
knows  also  that  they  were  followed   by 
miseries  and  crimes  which  those  men  could 
neither  foresee  nor  prevent;  and  it  wajs 
one  of  the  misfortunes  of  this  country,  that 
those  calamities  made  men  afterwards  go 
into  an.  opposite  extreme ;  and  this  will 
always  happen  as  long  as  m<?n  are  men  and 
human  nature  remains  the  same.     Bet  I 
clearly  perceive  the  disappointment  of  the 
learned  gent.     He  appears  of  late  to  have 
employed  himself  in  consideruig  parties ; 
he  looks  at  my  right  hon.  friend    (Mr^ 
Windham),   and  at  me;  and  he  takes  it 
for  granted,  that  whatever  change  may  take 
plac^,  we  cannot  come  in  ;  Tbut  the  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  he  supposes  will  come 
in,  and  upon  these  suppositions,  he  formed 
his  speech.     He  therefore  came  down  pre-, 
pared  to  treat  me  with  every  species  of 
hostility,  supposing  that  I  should  make  a 
long  speech  against  the  ministers,  and  he 
prepared  a  -veiy  moderate  reply  for  the 
right  hon.  gent,  under  the  gallery,  who,  he 
took  it  for  granted,  would  be  rather  gentle  . 
in  his  censure,  of  jthem^    All  hie  venoot 
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Was  tjierefbre  poured  out  upon  my  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windh^tpa)  and  myself, 
while  be  lavished  bis  still  more  disgusting 
adulation  uppu  his  right  lion,  friend  (Mr. 
Pitt).  He  is  not  satisfied  with  praising  the 
former  ministers,  but  be  s^ys,  that  nothing 
could  give  greater  satisfaction  than  tjae  re- 
turn of  that  right  hon.,  gent.  i,Mr,  Pitt)  to 
administration,  and  that  this  was  a  fact  of 
which  the  present  n^inisters  were  perfectly 
convinced.  But  is  be  aware  how  strongly 
he  is  censuring  his  present  friends  by  ?uch 
language  ?  lie  is  actually  aopusing  them,  in 
the  technical  words  of  aM  indictment, 
^^  that  they,  well  knowing  tliat  he,  the  said 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  a  lit  person  to  be  minister  of 
this  country,  and  well  knowing  that  his 
return  to  administration  would  give  general 
satisfaction,  yet  that  they  wilfully,  at  the 
instigation  (I  will  not  s^y  of  whom),  did 
continue  to  retain  their  places  and  pffices, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  said  right  hon.  gent, 
from  the  office  of  minister."  But  it  must 
be  observed,  that  all  this  praise  of  the  right 
hon.  gent;  is  only  conditional :  Tliey  say 
to  him,  «*  You  may  retprn  to  office,  and 
it  will  give  great  satisfaction ;  but  you  must 
take  care  npt  to  bring  any  nqw  friends  with 
you,  because  if  you  do,  then  yoi^  will  lose 
all  the  praise  we  have  given  you."  One 
would  really  suppose,  by  the  apprehension 
which  he  expresses  about  n^e,  that  I  w^  a 
barrister,  and  that  he  thought  I  wanted  to 
supersede  him  in  his  office.  The  learned 
gent,  has  been  very  liberal  of  his  advice ; 
he  ^Q vises  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) to  take  care  of  his  character;  he 
advises  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt) 
not  by  any  means  to  join  V'ith  us;  but  I 
don't  recollect  that  he  lias  been  kind 
enough  to  bestow  any  advice  upon  me. 
Dr.  Johnson  once  s^id  to  a  person  who 
was  loading  him  with  praise,  "  pray, 
Sir,  consider  what  your  praise  is  worth, 
before  you  bestow  it  so  liberally."  So, 
I  must  beg  the  learned  gent,  to  consi- 
der wha^  his  advice  is  worth,  before  he  is 
so  lavish  of  it. — It  has  been  contended 
that  this  was  an  i^nusui^l  ^^^tion:  iu  an- 
swer to  this,  I  only  bagged  to.ref^r  to  the 
journals,  wher^  ii>numer£^hlQ  prec^ents 
would  bt?  fpund.  fi^t  it  is  ^cC  yaur  ob- 
jea  ^  IQ  tur»  04t  tb^  9»iu^ns;  wl\y  do 
IvOB  o^  mov!^  openly  at  om^  f  U  this  mo- 
\\Q^  b«9  th^  eQect  of  turning  Q^t  the  mi- 
nisters I  8h«H  \ik^  it  tbe  Ipffllei!  for  it  j  but 
I  tak^  U  to  bf$  10^x9  p^^xmfif^ryi  to  pnove 
.Ibe  mi^Qooduct  of  maiftais  b^iw  »  motooA 
«Ad«  to  (Uflfgaiw  th«iBu    It  i»  Midi  wby 


do  you  not  move  to  censure  nunisters; 
Why,  ihis.ipotion  dpes  contain  a  ceiisure 
upon  them  for  not  doing  their  duty ;  for 
not  taking  any  steps  to  increase  the  regulaj: 
army ;  for  not  taking  any  measure  for  arm- 
ing the  ppoplfe,  and  these  are  charges  which 
they  will  find  it.  difficult  to  answer,  it 
may  be  asked  why  I  did  not  bring  forward 
tins  charge  before  ?  My  answer  is  this :  J 
thought  it  fair  to  wait  to  see  whether  mjir 
nisters  would  adopt  any  effectu^  steps  for 
the  security  of  the  country;  and  finding 
they  had  not,  I  thought  i^  my  duty  tp  mak^ 
this  proposition  to  the  House. — I  h^vabuf 
^,  few  observations  .mpre  to  trouble  ^h^ 
House,  with,  except  upon  what,  f/ell  from- 
the  Sec.  of  State,  lie  s^ys,  that  he  do^ 
not  think  an  armed  peasantry  fi^  for  thi^ 
country.  This  is  a  fm  gpinion  for  Inn? 
to  entertain.  But  wh^  do  the  otiiep  mif 
nisters  say?  Why,  that  they  will  h^^  a^ 
^rmed  peasantry  and  voluat^ers  al^o ;  b^jb 
this  is  a  point  which  1  hop^  to  h^ve  ^^ 
opportunity  of  discussing  fully  with  hicji 
upon  another  occasion.  The  right  ho9p 
gent.  say6»  this  motion  is  only  a  pretence^ 
and  that  the  real  object  of  it  is  to  tur^i  pu^ 
ministtjrp,  a^d  that  ^very  men^ber  oug^ 
to  vot^e  vipon  that  idea. — I  most  sincerely 
hope  th^y  will,  for  if  every  ^n^mber,  wh9 
thinks  that  the  ministers  ought  not  to  QOiOr 
tinue  in  their  stiations,  wi|l  vote  for  th^? 
motion,  1  sh«dl  not  despair  of  dividing  i^ 
a  majority.  Hj^  th^n  says  there  is  pp 
discontent  in  th9  country^  there  are  n^ 
petitions ;.  and  anotlier  right  lion,  gent^ 
(Mr.  Tierney)  says  I  am  very  skilful  m 
procuring  petitions  ;  if  I  ^m,  it  only  prov^ 
that  1  am  an  t^t  scholar  of  his.  Bui  uppi^ 
such  a  subject^  is  not  the  HoMse  of  Cpnfk^ 
mons  competent  tp  tprm  a  judgment  uppv 
the  coad^ct  of  minist^irs.  ^JkI  to  determine 
whether  they  are  worthy  of  confidence  of 
not?  But  then  it  is  asHed  with  greater 
eagerness,  if  yovi  ^^mpve  the  present  m'lr 
nisters^  who  wijl  yio^  p\it  i^  their  plaoe  ? 
And  one  right  hon.  ge^t.  (Mr.  Tierney) 
seems  p^^icularly  anxipus  to  obt^i^  somp 
infprmfttipn  upou  that  subject.  Tp  this 
question  my  answer  is  this ;  1  would  ej^^<- 
cise  the  ppH^jtitu^onal  p^wer  of  the  ^ous^ 
of  Co9)n)ons,  in  endp^vp^ripg  to  t^rp  0(|t 
incon^petiept  ministers^  but  1  would  npv^ 
invadj^  thf  prerogative  of  the  Crown  hy 
pointing  out  who  we^retosu^cceed  tbe^  1 
wi»h  tp  turn  out  thos@  ministers  b^ause  I 
think  thc^  are  a  cur§e  tp  t^  country,  b^t 
I  shQnld  n^v^r  thin^  of  interiarijuig  wi^i 
th^  p«wr9g*^tiv§  Q<  tb«  Cjpw;^  in  tb«  ap- 
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pointmcnt  of  their  successors.  Upon  this 
subject,  therefore,  I  can  give  no  answer  to 
the  anxious  enquiries  of  the  right  hon. 
gent. ;  who  has,  however,  openly  declared, 
that  he  will  oppose  any  administration  of 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham) 
forms  a  part,  though  he  seems  by  no 
Cleans  disinclined  to  bow  to  another  (Mr. 
Pitt).  Another  topic  of  public  animad- 
version has  been  noticed  by  the  learned 
gent,  with  the  bitter  spirit  of  malignity,  if 
not  in  the  language  of  disappointment  or 
despair.  It  is  the  clamour  against  a  sup- 
posed coalition.  If  I  have  experienced  a 
return  of  friendship  from  those  men  with 
whom  for  some  years  I  have  widely  dif- 
fered in  public  opinions,  and  with  whom 
tLTiy  difference  at  all  times  was  a  subject  of 
sincere  regret,  I  cannot  conceive  why  the 
imion  of  sentiment  on  thb  occasion  should 
call  forth  so  harsh  and  so  severe  a  repre- 
hension from  the  learned  gent. ;  but  if 
there^bc  any  crime  for  embracing  a  retnm 
•of  former  friendship  and  affection,  between 
men  who  had  always  entertained  for  each 
other  private  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  pleading  guilty  to  the 
charge.  Thus  lar  I  think  due  to  atten- 
tion* which  are  always  grateful  to  my 
heart ;  and  1  cannot  see  any  just  cause 
i^*hy  the  learned  gent,  in  the  hey-day  of 
his  spleen,  should  attempt  to  interrupt  our 
intercourse,  or  disturb  our  repose.  It 
surely  is  not  necessary  that  either  they  or 
I  should  consult  him  on  our  selection  of 
friend*,  or  ask  bis  leave  how  far  our  mutual 
civilities  should  extend.  \Vith  regard  to  a 
coalition  between  me  and  tlie  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  under  the  gallery ;  I  know 
of  no  other  coalition,  no  other  cause  of 
<Jo-operatiou,  than  what  may  appear  to 
both  fair  and  honourable  as  members  of 
parliament,  acting  for  the  true  interests  of 
the  Country.  I  am  totally  unacquainted 
with  any  sinister  views  or  private  under- 
standing. I  know  of  no  other  cause,  no 
other  secret  springs,  than  what  may  be 
openly  proclaimed  at  Charing-cross.  Sur- 
veying the  very  critical  situation  of  public 
"StfTdirs,  fully  persuaded  that  some  effort 
'Should  be  made  to  restore  the  credit  and 
the  honour  of  the  country  both  at  home 
'imd  abroad,  we  have  publicly  concurred 
^r  the  honourable  ^ttaininent  of  the  same 
'desirable  oli^ect ;  and  it  is  hard,  indieed, 
'that  public  men  cannot  agree  upon'  public 
measures  without  being  liable  to  the  bitter 
'reproach  of  the  learned  gent,  and  his  hon. 
'  «t)ileagues;    lb-  my  motion  of  this  .uight 


I  am  proud  of  acknowledging  the  powerfiil 
aid  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  but 
as  to  the  particular  line  of  conduct  or  ar- 
gument, which  the  right  hon.  gent,  nieairt 
to  adopt,  I  was,  before  the  delivery  of  his 
speech,  as  completely  unacquainted  witli  as 
any  man  in  the  House.  So  far  we  may 
safely  disclaim  any  coalition,  or  private 
understanding..  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that 
we  fully  concur  in  one  particular  opinion : 
we  are  perfectly  agreed  as -to  the  weakness 
and  inc^acity  of  the  present  ministers. 
The  motion  now  before  the  House  wiH 
prove,  if  a  conraiittee  be  granted,  the 
truth  of  this  position ;  and  should  it  be  ne- 
gatived, no  proof  can,  from  that  circum- 
stance, be  inferred,  that  the  ministers  are 
either  wise  or  able  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  a  great  empire.  With  all  ray  condem- 
nation of  their  measures,  1  have  no  hesi- 
tation to  acknowledge  that  some  of  their 
acts  I  approved,  believing  them  for  the  good 
of  the  country.  But  there  is  no  general 
rule  without  an  exception.  Am  I  always 
to  support  their  measures,  whether  wise 
or  foolish?  Am  I  always  to  agree  with 
them,  whether  in  peace  or  war  ?  Although 
I  highly  approved  of  peace,  as  necessary 
for  the  interest  of  the  country,  yet  I 
highly  disapproved  of  some  of  its  articles. 
With  all  my  partiality  for  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  I  could  not  see  any  propriety  in 
the  siiameful  surrender  of  all  our  conquests. 
So  glad,  however,  was  I  of  the  return  of 
peact*,  that  I  did  not  dwell  much  upon  th« 
terms.  Had  such  d  happy  event  been  pro- 
perly managed,  we  might  still  have  been 
at  peace.  But  foolish  and  improvident 
ministers  are  ill  calculated  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  such  an  event. 
1  do  not,  however,  now  oppose  them,  be- 
cause we  are  at  war,  but  because  tlie  coun- 
try and  its  interests  are  in  the  most  immi- 
nent danger.  But  I  shall  not  neglect  my 
public  duty  should  any  great  emergency 
arise.  I  shall  not,  like  some  people,  sit 
in  sileiK:e  when  ray  country  is  in  danger. 
I  shall  not  passively  let  the  French  march 
to  London,  because  I  cannot  giye^  ministers 
my  Confidence.  I  hope  public  men  may' 
oppose  and  condemn  ministers,  without 
being  charged  as  friendly  to  the  dommon 
enemy.  I  and  those  with  whom  I  had  the 
honour  of  acting,  totally  disapproved  of 
the  American  war.  •  Did  we,  however, 
ever  shrink  from  our  public  duty  ?  No.  I 
can  refer  those  who  entertain  any  doubt 
on  the  subject,  to  maoy  great  and  respect- 
able Hamet.    I  c«q  refer  them  to  several 
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distinguished  characters,  who  were  active 
in  a  military  capacity  in  the  militia.  I  can 
refer  them  to  some  noble  commanders, 
who,  notwithstanding  their  detestation  of 
the  American  war,  cordially  united  in 
every  arrangement  to  repel  the  enemy, 
wiK>  then  also  threatened  a  descent  on  our 
coast.  Coxheath  and  Warley  witnessed 
their  zeal  and  patriotism,  by  beading  troops 
very  little  inferior  to  veterans  in  dbcipline, 
but  equal  to  them  in  sentiments  of  glory. 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  House  for  engrossing 
so  much  of  their  attention  at  so  late  an 
hour ;  but  when  so  grossly  and  so  illibe- 
rally charged,  I  hope  for  some  indulgence. 
The  motion  is  certainly  not  made  with  a 
design  favourable  tio  administration.  It  is 
made  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
means  of  our  defence,  and  improving  our 
situation.  All  those  who  are  real  friends 
to  the  country — all  those  who  would  ren- 
der even  justice  to  administration,  by  af- 
fording them  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
their  conduct,  will  vote  with  me  this 
night.  I  wish  tor  the  votes  of  these  men, 
and  these  men  only.  Grant  me  but  the 
committee,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  prove 
the  truth  of  my  allegations.  If  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  should  be  favourable  to  ad- 
ministration, they  will  have  cause  of 
triumph.  Let  us,  however,  investigate  the 
facts.  Let  us  not  allow  every  actof  parlia- 
n)ent  for  our  defence  to  remain  aS/  a  mere 
dead  letter.  Let  us,  as  there  appears  dan- 
ger, improve  our  military  spirit.  Let  us 
immediately  adopt  plans  for  the  better  and 
moi«  general  arming  of  the  people. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the  ayes 
went  forth,  andonth^  divbion  the  numbers 
were.         For  Mr.  Fox's  motion      204 
Against  it        -        -        Q56 

Majority     -      52 
Adjourned   at    4   o'clock   on   Tuesday 
morning. 
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TownthefHl,  Urd  J. 

VUliers,  Hqn,  J,  g, 

tWard,  Robert 

Ward,I|p^.J.W. 

I^rd  Tcippte, 
$.WIlftlkMadk 


Wilbcrforce,  W», 
White,  M, 
Walpolc*  Hon.  G. 
Windham,  Right  Hon.  W. 
Wynne,  %\i  W.  W. 
Wynne,  C.  W, 
Wrottesley,  Sir  J. 
Wigram,  R.     , 
Western,  C   C. 
WhartQOu  John 
WinningtoQ,  Sir  E. 
Wood,  George < 
Young,  Sir  Wnu 

Tellers. 


Ij[,OUSfi    OF    LORDS. 

Tutsdc^f  ApHL  24* 

pRis^:  IVtui-KU  Ofieb.  Ba*.]-rThe 
order  «f  tli&  day*  was  then  read  ior  the 
third  reading  of  the  Irish  Militia  Trausfter 
Bill.  Lord  Hawkesbury  mov^d,  Wi<^  th^ 
bill  be  now  i:^ ^4  9,  third  time.— rOn  ths 
occasion,  a  oeavertation  of  very  cousider- 
able  length,  aj)d  rather  of  a  desultory  na- 
ture took  place,  on  tlie  subject  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  exis:tii>g  laws,  to^^h^r  with 
the  actual  provisions  of  the  Qll  in  ques- 
tion, respecting  the  liabilities  of  those  Ro- 
man Catholic  officer^  and  privates  serving 
in  the  Iri^  «9ilitji9i«  who  may  bie  Uougbt 
into  this  countvy,  in  case  of  their  taking 
certain  prescribed  oaths,  test§,^c.  The 
principal  speakers  were,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, librds  Greoville,  Hawkesbury,  El- 
lenboroug^,  Carleton,  Mulgrave,  Auck- 
land, the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Earl  Spen- 
cer, the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  aud  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk.  The  difscussion  arose  princi- 
pally out  of  that  which  look  place  on  a 
former  evening,  on  the  same  topic,  and 
which  was,  in  some  degree,  reserved  for 
future  cc^isid^rj^Oft.  The  hinge  upon 
which  it  generally  turned  in  the  present 
instance,  was  upon  a  clause  proposed  to 
be  introduced  in  the  way  of  rider,  by  Lord 
Grenville,  a^d,  in  substance,  tending  to 
enact,  That  ao  person  serving  in  G.  Bri- 
tain, in  the  Irish  regiments  of  militia, 
should  be  subj^t  to  any  liabilities,  penal- 
ties, &c.  ii^  consiequence  of  their  not  tak- 
ing or  subscribing  the  paths  or  declara- 
tions required  by  law  therein,  other  tlian 
they  were  subject  tp  while  ^ervii)\g  in  Ire- 
land. 1^  JQtro4u<^ion  of  thi%  cki^se  was 
objected  to  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  tiOf ds 
EUenborou^,  Carleton,  Hawkesbury, 
Auckland,  £^nd  the  Marquis  of  *  $ligp> 
chiefly  en,  x!^  general  ground  of  its  being 
supeWiviou*  aod  i^iaecessary.  Among  the 
arguments  ur^ed  by  their  LordshipSi  were  tl;^e 


cocisideFation  of  tht  Uwf  of  tbe  tvo  eoua^ 
tries.  beij|3g  identiiied  by  t^  act  of  union  ; 
that  the  «£t  of  tbe  26th  gf  Charles  IL  by 
which  th^  liabiUtiefi  in  qii^^tion  were,  first 
qre%te4»  had  only  ip  itft  pwryiew  £ngla«d^ 
Wale^  and  the  islp^ds  of  Cuantsey.afid 
JeFsi^y;  \kU  by.  l\m.  pRpvi<^Q«aof  the  ex* 
isting  Is^Sy  an  indictmieot  preferred  on 
the  sqore  of  Qou-qompliai)CQ,  must  necesr 
sarily  b^  l^id.  ia  s^tsb  »  woy  9a  could  Bot 
apply  to  the  ep^tmf^nt^  of  ^  kiab  sta^ 
tute ;  thfkt  the  di^cisions  of  the  courts  be? 
low  iu  sitf>h  c;c^3^  must  be  hostile  to  the 
i4t(srpret«itiQn;  g^ven  to  tlse  billr  b^r.  tli^  peers 
i9  opposifti^Hk*  c^nd  that  upd^r  every  £iir 
4nd  UbeiHiiJi  cQQstreiQtipQ  of  the  mcasune 
^nc)er  c;^MK»Hier^tiQP,  those  diss^^^rs  from 
tth^  esljablifi^ed  religioa^  serving  ift  the 
tr^h  i»iliti«,  io  this  country,  were  eatitkd 
tp  ev^ry  advaiijtag^«  ijgomuoily,  ami  piro^ 
^ect^op,  which  they  derived  from  tlie  acts 
4Qdefi  whicb  they  originaUy  engaged  to 
serve.  Upoa  thes9  gfeueralf  groun^  the 
cUuse  was  of^os^d  by  the  above-paentioned 
Fe^r«.-HOp  the  pait  of  those  Lords  who 
supportied  the  clause,  who,  beside  the 
poMe  mover  (Lord  GrenviRe)  were  pria* 
cipally  Earl  Speiicer,  Lord  Mulgitaye^  and 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  it  was>  urged> 
among  other  erguptents,  thajt  the  suli^t 
was  of  tbat  peoSiar  nature  and  import- 
ance, that  the  non-Uability  of  the  re^ligious* 
dissenters  in  <(u/estion»  should  be  clearly 
and  specifically  declared ;  that  the  iairo^ 
ducipg  such  a  clause,  couid  not  possibly  be 
detrimental,  but  was  obviously  of  beuiBfi-p 
cial  tendency.  Recent  occurrences  shook! 
convince  their  Lordships  of  the  necessity 
of  such  an  enactment;  whent  aotwithstand^ 
ing,  the  decisioiss  which  were  given  i;i.|he 
co«urts  below  on  a  subject  of  sieat  import-* 
ance^  it  was  found  adviseable  in  the  bill, 
which  was  afterwards  introduced,  to  de- 
clare what  the  law  was  upon  the  subject } 
that  the  interpretations  given  by  law  lords 
on  such  occasions  should  not  be  implicitly 
followed,  aud  that  what  ieU  Arom  learned 
lords  in  the  course  of  the  present  cop  versa., 
tion,  should  convince  the  House  of  the 
necessity  of  adopting  a  clear  and  specific 
provision  ypop  the  subject ;  apd>  that  not  > 
a  shadow  of  ^oubt  should  be  s^red  t9 
remain  in  tiho  mioda  of  those  ^o.  were  to 
be  afieoted  by  tbe  present  me?wuw,  &c,-r 
Lord  Grepville  pressing  the  elapse,  \\^ 
House  divided,  wJ^  there  ^np^^e^ 
QoBtoDts  38  Non  Conteats  SI 
Proxies      7      Proxies        -      2e  . 
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Oh  the  i^sticii  tliat  tbe  bill  shouM  p^ 
being  put, 

L^  Mulgraw  rose,  mud  entered  at 
son^e  length  into  tbe  conduct  of  ministers 
in  the  tJifterent  measures  th«y  had  brought 
forward.  Hfe  toad  fhe  greatest  esteem  for 
their  integtt^  and  upnght  intentiotis ;  but 
it  would  be  better  for  this  country  to  have 
men  of  more  talent  in  iwimiwistraiion,  even 
though  they  shotiid  kts^  fess  integrity,  be- 
cause the  BKceUeot  forms  of  our  constitu'- 
tion  guanoed  against  the  confidence  of  tbe 
country  being  gi\«n  to  any  person  who 
should  be  so  devoid  of  hilegrity  as  to 
abuse  that  confidence.  He  had  heard  of 
the  mensut-es  of  ministers  lor  the  most  part 
from  rumour,  \vhi<5b,  in  this  -cafte,  wis  a 
proper  representative,  for  it  was  vague  and 
changeable  like  the  measures  tliemselv^es. 
He  then  commented  upon  the  e:ttlTBme 
impolicy  of  the  bill.  Which  stopped  up  the 
sources  6f  recruiting  for  the  army. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  objected  to  the. 
bill  upon  the  grounds,  that  when  the  mili- 
tia was  ertfbodied  at  first,  it  was  int*«iit  ^s 
a  constitutional  lorce,  and  that  the  change 
of  its  place  was  in  some  measure  a  dere- 
liction of  the  principle,  on  which  it  was 
Ibunded. 

JL.ord  Weitmofeland  relied  to  the  at-gu- 
ments  of  the  two  last  speakers,  and  de- 
fended ministers  frOm  the  chai'ge.  which 
had  been  mftde  agakist  them,  of  endea- 
vouring to  palliate  their  own  conduct  by  a 
comparison  with  the  measures  of  their  pre- 
decessors. The  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
i^ugment  the  disposeable  force  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  thought  that  it  was  a  proper 
and  wise  ni^asure  to  raise  the  militia  of 
Ireland  to  that  number  to  which  they  had 
iyeenraffsed  during  the  last  war.-^The  ques- 
tion being  put  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
the  Hoa^e  divided^ 

Contents    69      Non  Contents  41 
Proxies      ^2      Proxies        .      8 

The  bill  was  aceordingly  pa^ed. 

[luisR  Militia  AtroMENtATiOKBiLL.] 
Upon  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of! 
the  Irish  Militia  Augmentation  Bill, 

Lord  &ng  rose  and  observed,  that  the 
only  argament  which  he  had  heard  uttered 
in  defeuceof  this  measure,  that  had  th6  least 
Appearance  of  plausibility  was,  that  the 
Irish  peasantry  were  more  ready  to  enter 
upon  miHtairy  duty  with  the  country  gent, 
^hom  they  ktjew,  than  to  engage  in  any 
«ther  sort  of  service*  But  if  this  argument 
was  well-founded,  where  was  the  justice  or; 


leten  Uie  pfaiiM^ilit;^  of  tMMe  opinkms  itat 
had  b#Hi  6«a«i^d  of  the  aowittiftgi|e«  of  th« 
Irish  Roman  Catholiot  to  m^t  btto  tte 
Service  ^f  a  {>fdt»6tam  govt.?  Th«  TCty 
circumstance  of  tttiBif  ioUoWing  the  ooua- 
try  getit.  of  ^hafter^  fisH^faaBion,  was  % 
proof  that  fiueh  (typimoAs  were  ill-foitaded, 
and  rashly  adopti^.  V^^t,  certain  lettenF» 
had  been  citx^ohtted  OVfr  this  cotuittj,  bf 
'  means  of  tbe  pi!^lic  pfhits,  from  whtch  ii 
appieiared,  that  a  nobte  £^  li^trned  loM 
(Hedesdale)  who  ti^ld  a  isi^  situatititt  ia 
tiie  Irish  govt.  'mattitaifieMl  mich  o^i&iowu 
Wliat  must  be  the  ^iH^t  of  soch  ^  coftvk> 
tion,  as  these  had  %  tendeacy  to  pnxloctt 
H^iVn  the  minds  of  ti»e  Roman  Catholic^  of 
Ireland  ?  Coiild  tliey  believe  ^lat  the  g^m* 
was  dipos^d  to  f\iix»  ftliy  confidence  'Hbl 
theiD,  wlien  a  disibifgidsh^  mauber  of  it 
entertained  and  -deliv^ed  such  opiniotis  I 
He  who,  from  the  dignified  situation  wiiich 
he  held,  ought  to  h4ve  bc'eci  the  soother  of 
those  animosities,  that  were  too  apt  to  te 
inflamed  by  t^eligioius  dispute  itietiead  of 
himself  promo^ng  and  irritating  them.  It 
was  high  time  to  bedn  to  endeavottir  to 
conciliate  the  Catholics,  wbo  could  nevrtr 
be  well  affected  to  a^vt,  head^  by  Pro* 
testants,  wtio,  instead  of  slaying  their 
interests,  only  treated  them  with  abase. 
He  titen  entered  tipoti  the  subject  matter 
of  the  bill,  to  which  fae  had  the  strongest 
objections. 

The  Earl  of  IMetiQk  wtrmly  vindicated 
the  Protestants  froai  the  chairge  of  treating 
the  Catholics  6f  IreliTtd  wil^  abuse^  itnd 
contended,  that  t*e  ^ords  ^f  the  yaokiit 
Lord  himself  had  the  strongest  te&d^nqr.t^ 
infltmie  religious  aninnos&ties. 

Lord  Elknborough  would  not  have  Bald 
a  wotd  on  t!he  present  sirt^ect,  had  it  not 
been  lor  the  t<eflec^o»s  winch  had  fi^i^ 
from  a  noble  lor4  op)^ite  to  him,  i^ahKt 
another  noble  lord,  a  member  of  that 
House.  He  had  wdv^ened  to  t^  publica- 
tion of  the  letters  d  a  nobk  and  Sesmed 
lord,  how  in  another  kingdom,  and  com- 
mented vpon  them,  as  if  they  had  i)eeft 
published  by  the  a«t1iiority  of  the  nobk 
lord  who  had  vmrtten  ^lem.  He  thought^ 
indeed,  that  the  age  oif  dhivalry  was  gone ; 
the  nice  disbriiMnatiiotift  and  flings  of 
honour  i/ifeni  <l^fe#iBe  gttne,  wheih  com- 
ments were  to  be  t^ade  in  that  Hon^e  on 
a  correspondekibe  obtsivied  in  the  way  in 
which  the  one  blhsded  to  had  come  before 
the  public.  He  .was  far  from  supposing 
that,  the  noble  IxM  to  whom  ihe^  letters 
were  addressed^    had  any  hand  in  their 
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.  ynblkiiion.  Had  the  two  noble  lords  by 
whom  they  were  written,  and  to  whom  they 
were  addressed,  concurred  in  prosecuting 
the  purloin^r  of  them,  bis  Lordship  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  ihey  would  have  h^d 
•  good  action  against  him  for  their  value. 
Any  person  making  comments  on  a  private 
corre^ondence  thus  purloined,  was  of 
eourse  guilty  of  receiving  stolen  goods, 
And,  to  use  an  old  vulgar  adage^  •*  the  re- 
ceiver was  as  bad  as  the  thief."  Were  such 
publications  to  be  countenanced  and  com- 
mented on,  as  if  the  reality  of  their  con- 
tents was  unquestionable,  there  was  an 
cmI  to  every  degree  of  confidence  in  so- 

.  cjety,.  and  all  communication  between  man 
mod  man  must  cease.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  the  noble  lord  opposite  to  him  meant 
sny  thiog  in  what  he  had  said :  he  could 
^ot,  however,  sit  silent,  while  the  character 
of  an  honourable,  virtuous,  and  respecta* 
'ble  gentleman  was  thus  improperly  intro- 
duced. 

Earl  Damley  said,  that  from  the  dif- 
Jerent  tone,  style,  and  manner  which  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  for  some  time  assumed,  he  had 
liegan  to  hope  that  the  noble  and  learned 
iord  had  thought  proper  to  lay  aside  that 
•train  of  virulence  which  was  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  other  side  of  the  bar  than  for 
the  deliberations  of  that  House.  His  noble 
Driend  bad  expressed  himself  in  the  mildest 
possible  terms  of  the  correspondence  in 
question,  milder  surely  than  its  contents 
might  have  warranted.  If  he  understood 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  however,  the 
term  that  a  receiver  was  as  bad  as  a  thief, 
had  been  applied  to  his  noble  friend ; 
langooge  which  could  in  no  view  be  deemed 
parliamentary,  and  which  was  highly  un- 
becoming in  that  House.  He  himself  had 
expressed  his  opinion  of  the  correspon- 
dence alluded  to  in  stronger  terms  than 
those  used  by  his  noble  friend*  He  did 
Bot  ieel  inclined  to  change  that  opinion. 
I'he  noble  and  learned  lord  had  said  that 
lie  imputed  nothing  improper  to  his  noble 
friend  for  the  expressions  which  had  drop- 
ped from  him,  and  he  begged  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  to  know,  that  he  under- 
stood  that  a  similar  sentiment  extended  to 
Ixim.  The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to 
express  his  sentiments  on  the  bill,  of  which 
he  totally  disapproved. — ^After  some  far- 
ther discussion  between  Lords    Hobart, 

'    Harrowby,  and  Spencer,  the  Marquis  of 
SligOi  ^d  the  Earl  of  Montrosej  the  House 


divided  on  the  question  for  the  thir4  read* 

ingoftheBilK 

Contents        -         -        94- 
Kon-*Contents        •         62 

Majority    -     32 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

List  of  the  Minority. 

Duke  of  Richmond  Earl  of  Romncy 

Duke  of  Beaufort  Earl  of  Besborough 

Duke  of  Bedford  Earl  Darnley 

Duke  of  Montrose  Earl  of  Aboyne 

Duke  of  Leinster  Earl  of  Carysfort 

Duke  of  Athol  Earl  of  Lucan 

Marquis  of  Buckingham     Earl  of  Upper  Ossory 

Marquis  of  Suffbrd  Earl  of  Stair 

Ea  rl  of  Derby  Lord  Viscount  Maynard 

Earl  of  Pelnbroke  Lord  Viscount  Lowthcf 

Earl  of  Bridgewater  -  Lord  St.  John 

Etrl  of  Thaoct  Lord  Grey  de  Ruthya 

Earl  of  Essex  Lord  King 

Earl  of  Albemarle  Lord  Borring.doa 

Earl  Cholmondeley  Lord  Kenyon 

Eail  of  Tankerviile  Lord  Braybrooke 

EarlCowper  ■   Lord  Grenvill'e 

Earl  FitzwUliam  LordMulgrave 

Earl  of  Egrcmont  Lord  Dundas 

Earl  of  Guildford  Lord  Mountfbrt 

Earl  of  Darlington  Lord  Stawell 

Earl  of  Radnor  Lord  Foley 

Earl  Spencer  Lord  Yarborough 

Earl  Bathurst  Lord  Carringtoo 

Earl  of  Leicester  Lord  Glastonbury 

Earl  Talbot  Lord  Minto 

Karl  Camden  Lord  Lilford 

Earl  Fortescue  Lord  Berwick 

Earl  of  Mansfield  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln 

Earl  of  Carnarvon  Lord  Bishop  of  Carlisle 

Earl  of  Malmesbury  Lord  Bi&h .  of  Peterboroug V 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^ 
Tuesday^  April  2^, 
Minutes.] — A  petition  was  presented 
from  a  number  of  persons  interested  in  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  Ireland, 
complaining  of  the  operation  of  the  Ex- 
ports Duty  Bill,  and  praying  relief.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  B.  Weald, 
who  had  been  taken  ipto  custody  for  dis- 
obedience of  the  authority  of  the  Middles- 
sex  Election  Committee,  was  brought  to 
the  bar,  received  a  reprimand  from  the 
Speaker,  and  was  ordered  to  be  discharged 
on  paying  his  fees.— Mr.  Foster  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  Ac^ 
count  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  Ireland, 
for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1803. 
Ordered.  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  Yorkshire  Clothiers  Petition 
was  referred,  was  brought  up.  After  some 
conversation  between  the  Chancellor  q£ 
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theExdseqtier^  Mr.  H.  Lascelles  ami  Ad.<» 
miral. Berkeley,  the  Hjftuse  oFdierQii«>(h»)t 
leave  be  giVea  to, bring  in  a  bill  tp  regi^latq 
the  woollen  trade  in  the  county  of  York, 
pursuant  to  the  t^rms  of  the  report,  which 
was  then  ol*dered  to  be  printed  «-^Mr. 
Wilberforce  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Institution  for  Destroying  the  Effete t^iu^d 
Preventing  the  Extension  of  iPutrid  Fevers^ 
praying  for  leav^  to  present'  a  Petition  for 
Parliamentary  Aid*  He  stated  the  4ix.4 
treme  utility  of  the  Institution  in  reduc- 
ing parochial  hardens,  &c*  and  added,  that 
their  present  fundsi  arising  from  individual 
contributions^  were  inadequate  to  the* ob- 
ject which  they  had  in  view.  Leave  grant- 
ed.—-The  Exchequer  Bills  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow.  —  Mr. 
Calcraft  postponed  his  intended  motion  on 
the  subject  of  the  allowance  to  subalterns 
in  the  Volunteer  service  till  Wednesday 
se'unight.— >Mr.  Kinnaird  deferred  making 
the  mottion  of  which  he  had  formerly  given, 
notice,  with  respect  to  Irish  flalf-pay  Offi- 
cers, till  Wednesday  fortnight. — Mr.  Van- 
sittart  moved,'  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  Account  of  the  quantity  of  Wine 
imported  into  Great  Britain  for  Ave  years, 
•distinguishing  each  year,  &Ct ;  and  *  also 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  raw  Sugar 
for  three  years,  &c. — ^The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  on  Fri- 
day he  should  move  for  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  Caledonian  Canal,  and  also  for  the 
Plantation  Estimates. 

Loyalty  LoahJ — Mr.  Dent  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion  relative  to  the 
interests  of  the  holders  of  the  Loyalty  Loan. 
He  entered  into  a  minute  history  of  all  the 
particulars  in  any  sort  connected  with  the 
negotiation  of  that  Loan,  the  passing  of  the 
act  which  legalized  the  transaction,  and 
every  subsequent  event,  by  which  he 
thought  the  fadtli  of  govt,  was  in  the  least 
implicated,  or  the  interests  of  tlie  holders 
of  that  loan  affected.  The  loan  was  pro- 
posed on  Thursday  the  Ist  of  Dec.  and  by 
ten  o'clock  on  Monday  the  5th,  the  names 
were  put  down  for  the  whole  amount  of 
18  millions.  On  the  23d  of  the  same 
monthi  when  the  bill  received  the  Royal 
assent,  there  was  the  sum  of  one  million 
£ve  hundred  thousand  actually  paid  down 
on  the  faith  of  the  agreement  which  had 
been  made  with  the  then  Chaacellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  There  were  several  meetings 
.  had  afterwards,  and  different  opinions  were 
known  to  have  been  given  as  to  the  legal 
Vol.  IL 


inl^rpifetatiw.P.f  *e,  -pj?ecise  terg^^f  the 
|aci<.  ,  Qn* tjh^.  wlH>l^_he  arg4ied  that)  K  the 
subs€;ribQrs  d\^  ^tual|y  expect  to^  ^y^.  a 
right^i9  demaM,4' re -payment  in  two^years 
after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  t^ea^y 
of  peaces  it,cQuld  not  be  deeme4  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  or  good  faith-  of 
the  natiop  tq  pe^ngiit, individuals  to. sutfer 
by  a4iy;embai?rassme.uV  or  doubtfuln^s  .in 
the  formation  of  an  act  of  parliament..  He 
tiierefpre  mov^dy.  **  that  the  said  act  ^ 
referreid  to  a  copamittee- of  the  whole 
House."       -  .^       , 

Mr.  VansiUart^  in  reply  to  the  oyecfions 
of  the  hpu.  mover  to  jthe  conduct  of  his 
Majesty'^  ministers,  maintaiued  that  they 
had  pjur^ued  the  l^ne  which,  under  similar 
circumstances,  their  predece^sofs,.  o/  ^uy 
other  njinisters,  wouy  have  attei^de^  ^to, 
namely,  where  a  doubt  existed  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  an  act  of  parliament  to 
consiult  the  law  oSicer^  of  the  Crown;  who 
upon  this  occasion  had  delivered  an  opi- 
nion that  difl'ered,  it  \^as  true,  from  that  of 
a  respectable  barrister  (Mr.  Pigpt) ;  but 
he  must  state  that  which  came  to  his 
knowledge,  that  the  case  upon  which  the 
learned  barrister  alluded  to  had  pro- 
nounced an  opinion,  was  erroneously 
drawn  up,  and  particularly  with  respect 
to  tlie  dat(?  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
or  otherwise  he  presumed  that  no  differ- 
ence would  have  existed  between  that  and 
the  .opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  Burroughs  argued  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  immediately  followed  the  proposal 
made  with  the  subscribers  to  the  loyalty 
loan,  was  a  confirmation  of  the  bargain 
which  they  concluded  with  ministers,  and 
that  auy  deviation  from  that  resolution  in 
the  bill  that  Was  grounded  upon  it  must 
have  been  a  mistake,  for  it  was  impossible 
to  suppose  that  any  breach  of  faith  with 
the  subscribers,  cQuld  have  been  intended. 
The  opinion  of  the  l^w  pfficerb  he  main- 
tained to  be  \}Q\,  perfectly,  agreeable  to 
that  which  fro.n  all  the  circumstances  was 
to  be  expected,  for  as  they  admitted  the 
case  to  be  doubtful,  he  conceived  that 
their  duty  was  to  lean  to  the  side  of 
iequity,  and  to  attend  to  the  well-founded 
claims  of  the  public  creditor. 

Mr.  l^itt  said,  that  he  had  a  great  share 
in  the  origin  of  this  transaction,  and  he 
thought  it  right  to  say  that  heTlooeajpt  to 
consider  it  merely  as  a  question  o^  good 
faith  and  justise.     The  statu t^e  upon  which 
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t^e  dfl!ei^l)be  oi  ^^'lOt^  ekhVbi^  d€p9^t^M 
from  the  Tesohitimi  of  Hit  coi^imkeee  winch 
^e^eded  it,  and  i^^hkh-,  m  his  judgmeiil, 
tv^  bifld&g  upon  tbiJit  hoiis^  t^iih  tesjpect 
tt>  ihe  eohtracl  with  thfe  subscribers  to  the 
)oy^\if  loaiY.     Somt  doubts  ex-ist^d,  he 
^nfidJerttood,  as  to  the  colWitriiction  ^  th€ 
iRatutc,  asL  to  the  tifo^  when  Che  -bowlders  of 
(he  loyalty  loan  had  a  right  to  claim  pay- 
ment.   FcT  himself,  lie  had^tio  hesitation 
♦o  say,  tlmt  hits  e>pinion  corneided  with 
tliat^f  Mr.Pig6t,  both  ^  'foonded  upon 
the  justice  of  the  case,  tind  warrant  by 
the  letteff  of  th^  act     It  Was  stated  that 
the  o{)ibion  of  that  learned  barrister  was 
errbneotis  because  it  was  fouiided  tipon  an 
erroneous  statement  as  tio  the  date  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  trefety  Of  peace ;  but  his 
<v]iitHOQ^  itahould  be  remembered,  did  not 
4i}nge  upon  any  thing  of  ^at  kind,  but  ^- 
4a((^  to  Ibis  question,  whether  th^  noti^, 
"whifch  by  the  statute,  was  to  precede  the 
pajtuent  of  those  subecribers  wtfs  to  be 
concurrent  with,  or  superadded  to,  the 
A  wo  years  subSefciuent    to  the  treaty  of 
Veade,  which  were  to  elapse  before  any 
<4aiin  should  be  xliade?  From  the  wordtjof 
the  act,  and  from  all  the  circumstances 
I'onnected  with  the  transaction,  he   was 
^iecidedly  inclined  to  tlie  opinion  of  Mr. 
l^igot,  and  to  fleviate  from  that  opinion, 
would  not,  ill  his  judgment,  be  to  accord 
^vith  the  principles  of  good  faith,  which 
^^le  hoped  ininisters  would  sufiiciently  feel 
tt  their  duty  to  attend  to.     If  there  was 
tiny  d6iibt  in  their  mind   as  to   the  best; 
-mode  of  proceed iug  in  consequence  of  the 
alteration  in  the  act,  from  the  words  of  the 
i-esolutibn,  he  thought  it  wks  tlieir  duty  tb 
*«pply  for  the  adv^ice  of  that  House,  ami  if 
•there  was  any  mistake,  to  have  it  recti  tied, 
but  by  no  means  to  trust  to  any  opinion 
against  the  equity  of  the  case.     The  bar- 
;;ain  y/^Bs  known  to  1:>c  concluded  when  the 
resolutibb  of  the  committee  was  published, 
and  any  departure  from  that  resolution  in 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  was  an  alteration 
made  by  one  of  the  parties  without  .the 
consent  of  the  other.     As  socb  <leparture 
liad  occurred   through   inadvertency,    he 
trusted  that  ministers  wotild  not  tim  the 
risk  of  exposing  parliament  to  the  charge 
•t)!'  imposition,  by  refusing  to  cx^rrect  Hie 


seijbens  Wft»  acc^d^d  tb,  smne  <ff  theid 
ihade  a  deposit,  anA  Wiaay  i>f ^  them  paid 
their  iirdi  iMtalments  before  the  bill' wan 
passed  in  Which  that  resoilttticR  was  al^ 
teredk  : 

The  Ch4ncetlor  <f  the   Rvcheqwer  tcm 
iiM;ed  the  motion,  and  the  ^rgvmeota  b^ 
wWteh   it  was  supported.     He  contended 
that  good  f^th  WHS  not  inanydiegree  vio- 
lated towards  the  subscribers  to  the  loyaltjr 
k>an«  as  they  paid   in  i^eir  iostalmeosti 
wi«h  their  eyes  open  to  the  tewna  of  their 
bargahi ;  the  bill  whkh  sanottoned  thattHur^ 
gain  having  passed  In  Dec  179^  and  mr 
part  bf  the  subscrtption  having  ibeen  •d'^ 
vtinced  until  Jan^  fottowklg.     Frmn*  thns 
he  inferred  that  iiOckdm  on  die  score  of 
justice  could  be  kdvanced^  aadif  any  o^tbe 
parties  were  aggrieved,  the  courts  «f  law 
were  dpen  for  their  redress^    He  saw  ^^6 
reason  lOr  an  application 'to  •  that 'Mousf 
upon  the  subject.    That  'applklation,  how* 
ever,  he  had  to  tnentkm,  waanot  sanc^ 
tinned  by  abOv«one^thWd  oi  the  holdei^ 
b€  this  loam  ;  and  even  among  that  party 
rery  few  of  the  orijginal  subwrribers  were  to 
be  found .    This  he  mentioned  m  order  to 
weaken  tlie  claim  on  the  ground  of  hbfi- 
rality.      If,    however,    those   subscribers 
were  to  wait  until  the  period  when,  ac^ 
cordhig  tb  the  oonstructi<5n  of  the  statute, 
they  were  entitled  to  payment  at  par,  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  if  tliey 
should  hot  be  paid  ^before  the  dthof  April, 
1805,  they  would  tljfen   hate  4o  receive 
the  whole  of  tlieir  -original  subscfription, 
with  ik)t  less  than  from  7  ^to  ^  per  cent, 
interest  upon  it  from  the  t4ltte  of  tliefirtt 
advaaice.    Then  no  ioSs would  tfrkt  to  the 
persons  96t  -  wliotti  «o  mii^h  anxiety  was 
expressed  by  the  advc^ates  k$r  1^  mbtloxi 
before  Hhe    Moliee— a-mtitlon  i«/hich  he 
trusted  would  not  be^^coeded  tfo  ;  and  h« 
had  to  observe,  thfat  thefe  was^w^^neMssity 
for  it,  for  he  had  no  doubt  tl*rt  some  «^- 
coetimodntion  might   be  ■  hiade  With  the 
subscribers,  that  by  -a  hmnts  ihey  Would  be 
reconciled  to  fiostpone  tht^  <1ettiand  fdr 
payment  until  the  period  of  *f)eac^.     So#e 
he  was'  t^lat  such  payment  crtmld^  not,  under 
the  present  tircuinStances,  be  tBade  with* 
«ut  very  material  inconveitienee  ^to  the 
•public,  and  thterefore  he  -wcPuld  have  iso 


iiever  attempted  to  be  cast  before.  He 
Pegged  leave  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
Uie  House,  that  almost  immediately  iilber 
I  he  resolution  of  the  committee  was  agrt^ 
lo,   by  which  the  proposal  of  .those  sub- 


il  complained  of,  a  charge  which  was   share  in  asseilttng  to  arfy  pfOpM^»  -^f 


this  "nature^  partkmlatly  as  there  was 
obligation  of  ju^ice  or^good  fftith 'tonsil 
lor  such  payment.  ■ 

Mr.  FVm  said,  he  eonskier^  tMan  qfi^i* 
^l6B  ^  iflfioMe  fsipeiftfnee,  wiid'cottcafr^d 
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V^Ji  the  whol^  9fi^^.«?g«^?n«?Ws^4v^W«.4 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  under  tl]e  gii4l^y 
(Mr^  ^itt.)     He  stat^.{t,l;v#  it  lu^^r  was 
the  Qij^loni.  to  propose iilter%{i^si^/a  bill, 
found^  upon  a  resolution  iu  a  coftitnittee 
of  w]iys  and.  meav^,  i^espectibg  any  loan. 
He  challenged  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the 
treasury   bench    to    quote    one    instance 
where  any  .«ic;hoprofosi&ioQ>was  made  by 
him,  or  any  other  gent.  \yho  ever  sat  on 
the  bench  whic^  lie  had^  occupied  for  so ; 
W^f^y  jeji^rs, .  Thif;,«ilM«rv^tipn  te  fla^e, ; 
ifij.prdw  tpf.  «^rl^.  U^  re^^ct  for  good 
lajth  tMw«M"cte:P*^ft<?  /cr^itors,  wj^vch  had 
}^en  i^uifpcflnjjy;  felt.i\).  th^t  Bouse^,  apd  to 
^b^iv  lli^t.no  i^t^  had  ever  b^fojfe  medi<- 
^tfBd  any  l^^ifig  Xxlift  tm  aUif  ration  in  the 
.^jeri^s  pf  a  loj^  particui^^rly  inJAiriotus  to 
^\e  oontfiiQtors.    It  had  often,  to  be  sure, 
been  at^oipted  t^  xhv^'V  *>^t  a  lomi  bill 
altog<^tii^f,  as.  Vi  wi^t  be  in  the  Lords,' 
.but  never  i^^.i^^  ca^j^  tp  4klter  the  te<ri»8  ; 
that  is,  if  %U^  interest  to  the  lender  was 
proposed  to  b^  $,  pfij*  cent,  no  one  ever, 
mQved  iu  a»y  Bt^^oi  ^  lQ^n,biU>  that, 
such  interest  ^hQilJd  b^  reduced^  and  loir 
this  obvious  reason,  that  it  would  be  a; 
scandalous  breach  of  faith  to  new-model 
a  contract  wKl>CHyit  >tl^  cottseii^,  and  in  a 
manner  not  st|bjept  to  the  qonfrol  of  one 
of  the  contracting  parties.  -  'I'he  contract- i 
4iig  pftrtiesJu  iim  transaptiou,  be  consi-l 
^^red  to  be  \h^  iiotiuie  of  Conimoas,  and 
the  subscribers  to  ihf)  iayalty  Ipan,  and 
he  tr^st^  (^lati  that  Houac  would  never, 
(by  '%xx  apt  ci  |)awer,  viuiate  a  solewn  act 
U(  covenant ,. to! whith J t  subscribed  when 
iljag«e^  tQ  tlie  nsport  of  the  committee, 
;tbe  ^^n^kition  of.  wiiich  formed  tt^e  bar- 
^in   now  under  dbscussipn.     The  hon. 
xn^jjqber  assei'ted^  that  the  contractors  had 
.»\m§)9i'.U3(  cttn8((d^r'the  resolution  of  that 
*DomR>ittfe  >4s  otinclttsive  of  their  bargain, 
^t»udi{C9«id  QOit  be  supposed  to  have  any 
ifdgqiKaii^  of  the  ^bsequent  proceeding 
'tipo»thft  bilU  for  :it  would  be  monstrous 
-yf  $>ict^ud  to  suolpi  >a  case  the  maxim  of 
•ig&oratiita  legis  uan  ifixcutalt*    The  Altera- 
JifUf  tlie»?lbr«»  wbkb  itook  place,  they 
>fit)uldiU9itbe  conaidelred  as.  awaire  <o£  b«-: 
^qr^s'th^y  advatttfed  rtbeic   mon^.     To 
tnate  ikSe>'lheti4  Qt  isUch  ao  aUeratioi^  tq 

the  40isld  oj;H'  bat  pT0»»k^9ii»  as  littib  «hofi 
tUf  fti  ab«olut&fiBMid»«Jadftn4>he$;ould'Qoi 
iih^  !^iiaidemQ|^th^cooduQAt«^iittkKi^^ 


^fxof  ^  afJt,,  %  ^f^an^g  of  vthkh  waf 
cjp^fess^d  ,^a.  tie .  ^o^b^fu),.  talie  thf t  coa^ 
struction  which  was^  apj)iqsite  tp  go<;>d 
<a(iith,  i^^t.^   ^  •-  -  -     • 

j^Xitr^rdin 
}^  siiiid, 
pf  the  lo^ 
thi^s  claim  J 
W  th^t  gr 
Q^i^pner  p 
flung  awa^ 
proOfiisad, 
r^je^ted,  4 
fpp^,  vifith 
duce  thenp 
another  <o 
tipn  to  r< 
be  p]reced< 
shew  tha 
ppwer  %o 
inaQn^r  t 
shou^  ^a 
discharge 
tpok  notic 
ftienqy  n^ti 
the  Exehe 
as  indecec 
occasion  i 
he  would 
private  ii; 
^b  au  a 
thfi,  e^epu 

shoqjd  propose  to  so^FJjgic?^  jvistic^  to  cof^- 
venience  ?  IIow  then  was  the  House  and 
th^  public  tp  •  jiidge  pf  ift  nEiioi^ter  who 
tf^lkpd  pf  co^y^pienoe  ^  an  gbjafition  to 
the  di*P>i^rg|B  p/  ^  debt  legally  cppt^apted, 
and  justly  d*^^:tQ,«i  ,€«lfiaio  PHWher  pf  PW^- 
licfciieditprs,  \^   '..      «  .    -  ■    ■    . 

^Ir,  Tiery^^  pbs^ryed,  that  unless  |the 
Uq^.  mfmXmT  A^rhp  1^  ij:^^:  spoken  oiu  tb^ 
.piher  sWq  pieaflt  .tP  .mtrpdvice  p;*rl^  §|?irit 
iqto  .every  queetip^>  hg  sfiw  no  re^soii 
why  be  fShOttld  h^^e  fJii^uif^  rti*  f^bjeft 
vvkh  S9  mach  h^i*t,.qr  ,^ig?ged  his  right 
ho^.  friend  with  iii,t^f)^ii^  ^o  violate  pub- 
lic fiailb.  The  ?ig^t.  h<M>;  gpat,  arg^^eci  \n 
favour  of  tlie  ppiiHpn  »pf  his  M^eiity^s 
law  officers  u|>pp  ^bi^  fvAbj^ct,  a^d  (he 
-«9t|dw<;t  vbipli  Wni|feir$,  -iwd.  f^ursufij. 
Ife  ,pailwrtJarJy  ^^e^ftypjH^d  ^p  wpregs 
upon  the  minds  of  gent,  how  seripii^ly.  a 
«fi[|#  Wt^iavoiirr'frfUhe  WP^iP^  ^efpi^e  the 

gp^Qi^k  tmiglii  »per»^fiAt^'\fiwkwTjf^  .^ 
bai^oU^r  ^*  itlHi  JWch^qu^r  m  hi« ,  ^^nl- 
mg«^ol(9r«i^fi)QIW  5Milh  ;ih^  (g^t»  ^h^in^jic 


jfAri9ed.roKiUed;  to ittbseurvBf towards  tftiospjiAntiw        i^eiet'.ffil  ^  Mtk^M^  of  Ihe^mrw 


-iRittMUNt^  «iflittlDile8&;thaa]bad  faith  fMur-^ 


l^nio  1Sh^yinigfU;:«f|U)qftp/g»k,c^fu»  inwlc- 


!>Miifi6iLThal^thfijyc^h«am,  imteoDnaiviit-J ,  /i»»lwfih»^3»<i«iuii»  4heU'>bfiiiiRt$i'^»^>  ii 
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the  House  shottM  give  a  vote  that ^^ouM 
imply  ^hat  the  holders  '6f -the  loyalty  loan 
should  be  immediately  p^aid.      ' 

-Mr.  Cfl»ni«gp  called  the^ttentioii  of  the 
Ho\ise  to  the  nature'  of  tfie  deposit  which 
*vas  Hiisualfy  made  in  barj^dins  of  this  kind. 
If  thfe  deposit  operated  as  an  obligation  1 
on  'jlhe  contractpi'si  itiYiust'be  eaua!ly 
binding  on  g6vt.    *H%  iawno  teason  wfey : 
the  Bai^ain  should  not  be  eqiia!ly  binding ; 
on^be  one*  party,  as  on  the  other.     ,      '  • 

'Mr;  F«7^,decfered  that  he  had  not  a 
xrery'-tlistinct  recollection  of  the  terms 
ifcdnteicted  on,  tit  the^  alteration  that  took 
pldee/  but  was  tertaih  that  no  communi-. 
tJaJtibff  co61d  have  been  made  to  the  hold- 
6i^of%e'loan  iff- regard  to  that  altera- 
.  tJo'Jh  -'  -He  regretted*  that  he  had  not  a  dis- 
tinct Te^coUectiohi  but  entered  into  a  dfe- 
•triil '  6f  fhie  circum'stanees,-  so  far  as  his 
rec!611ection  could"  serve  him,  and  con- 
cluded by  stating,  that  on^  the  ground  that 
the*notice  should  be' given  at  the  expira- 
lioti  of  the  two  years  from  llie  signing  of 
the  preliminaries  of  peace,  and 'the  six 
mbhths  added  to  the  twa  years,  tlie  time 
of  payment- woulch turn  but  to'  be  pl^tty 
nearly  on  the  10th  of  Oct. 

•'Mr.  ^'•TOorwfow' insisted  that  the  ojy- 
'tlon,  if  there  was^any,  should  be  entirely 
in  favour  of  tlie  proprietors  of  the  loan, 
v^hereas  instead  Of  pttr^  •  to  which  th^y 
were  entitled^  they  were  receiving  only  9* 
atki  95.  '■■■■<.         ,  .  i 

Mi.  Mi^ris  thought,  thWfrom  the  stofck 
Being  ^t  discount,  the  natural  inference 
was,  tbat'  the  holdei%  had  nbt  sufBcietit 
confidence  in  thfe-feith  of  govt. 
*  Sir  fV,  Fulteney  was  of  opinion,  tlmt 
govt,  should  raisfe  ho  ihbney,  to  be  paid 
«t  a  dertain  fixed  day.  'It  was  this  dan- 
gerous^ imxie  of  -bbi'rowirig  money,  the 
hon.  Baronet'  dfeg^,  that  had  ruih%d 
the^Ftench  govt,  and  Mrhi^h  might  also  be 
of  serious  inconvfiniency  to  thifc  country; 
'  I'he-^/^orw^  €n^^wfTiz/*  spoke  at  sbme 
length  i^amst  the  inetion,  -and  principally 
cohtended  thatthe  te^ms>of  ^e  loan  wer4 
^t  ti^'be  gdtheted  fi^m  tlie  resolutions  ojf 
ihe  comn«iitee,^  but  fwrtn  the  act  of  Pftp-j 
liament  as'  es^aiiatory  ©f-those^re^u^ 
tion**    -'-  ■•*''■•      "'   >  ^'  >  ■••  ■  -1  J'^-  *^'-:- 

•  Mr. '  S.  TktMTfitoHi  -from  -  the  covunectioi  ^ 
he  bad  w^  the  ^anky^elv  that  nDd^ocW 
mmik^cfetion  Ead>  b^^  tnade  iti  tb^t  qtiartei- 
'^^^nki  alteratuotif-thlit  had  bet&'«n«ltodu<:!e(i 
ffito'  the  term&J-of  lAi^  Ibah^ahtl  siet  o^ 
'  PaHiament-soinec^nt  to  th^  i>esolucion^ 
of  ^e^eotndiUiedi^*^  ;diviiioi^>beiiig^4io^ 


caHed  for,  the  "{f  ouse  di^idecl,  wli^n  the^ 
appeared,  ^        .  '  , 

.     For  the  motion        .        •      76  '    ' 
Algainst  it       v        ,        -    lOQ    '  ' 


Majority 


I  ^ 
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1  i.       HOUSE    O?   LORDS, 

,        t         Jfednesdfii/iy  Jprjiiu^n  .    .: 

Counsel  were  hea»*d,  in  continutltibh^ 
relative  to  the  appeal-  fronr  Chantei^, 
ilichai'dson  v.  the  University  of  Oxfdht, 
viz.  Mr.  Erskine,af  considerable 'length*, 
on  the  part  of  the  appellant.  The 'farther 
hearing  of  the  case  was  then  adjodrne^ 
till  Friday. — The  bills  upon  th6  table 
were  forwarded  in  their  respective  stdge«. 
These  were  mostly  private.  One  public 
bill  for  amending  the  acta  relative  to  the 
Irish  linen  manufacture,  went  through  a 
committee,  was*  i^eported,  and  the  bill  or- 
deted  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-raorroW* 
— Some  private  business  was  disposed  of-; 
afterwtHch  the  House vdjourned. 


HOirSE   OP   c6ltfMONS. 


Wednesday f  ApHl  25. 

[Minutes.]— A  message  from  tfefe 
House  of  Lords  announced  thut  their 
Lordships  had  agreed  to^  the  Irish  militia 
augmentation  b^ll,  and  the  Irish  militia 
offer  i)ill. — Mr.  Jervis  gave  <io*ice,  that  on 
this  day  se'nnight  he  -should  move  fcrr 
leave  to  bring  in  a*  bill  founded  on^the 
fourth  report  of  the  oommissi^mers  fbr 
naval  inquiries,  relative  to  the  early  dig* 
tribution  of  prize  mbney,'— Mr.  Dentgav^ 
notice  that  he  should,  in  the  course  of- a 
^w  days,  unless  some  other  gent;  brought 
the  subject  forward,  submit  a  motion  to 
the  house -with'  respect  to  the  loyidly 
loan>— The  house  went  through  a  commit- 
tee on  the  PriestsJ  Orders  bill  The  N- 
.port  was  reci^^wd^^  and  the  bill  ordered  tb 
be  read  ft  4!bird  nime  to^mon-ow.-^-jTtae 
committee  ion-the'Imlii'Bevenae  Regula* 
ition  bill  was  ordered  >to.  Friday  neii:t;-^ 
On-  the  ^motion  of  'Mu  Bond^  the  h^m^ 
'  resolved  ^  it^f  i  vbAml  *^  iconiiBittee  oh-^  ttle 
acts  of  the. 4dd;c€i«oiJIla  relating  to  the 
calling  of  pa88eii^edi4a.7vi^8el6';.  in  the 
xsommk^ee  leave  WaB;>gm*9i  4x> '  ladng  in  ia 
biU;to>ejcei»pt*irimpthe  {irovisions  of  that 
aol  all  vessels  emplo^sed  in 'the  N««v9fo»a4- 
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liro^ght  m\  read  tfi 'first  time,  and  Mr. 
'Beadinov^d^  that  it- beitio\i^>eaid«  second  i 
lime^on  accooat  vf  tfae'eMNidtiMc^thati 
existed  for;  the  troidtt  t&  t^ewfocmiilaiid  not 
being  delayed.— Oiv  tijie  motiou  of  Mr. 
Western,  an  aceovnt-  of  M  IsloveF  seed 
jeicported  irom  G.  Bhtain  ta  foreign  ^otin- 
tnes,  a^nd  imported  Irottr  foreign  countries 
taX^  Britain,  daring  tlie  last  7  years,  end^' 
ing  the  5tii  of  Jan.  1S04,  distinguishing - 
the  amorontB  in  each  year,  and  the  ports, 
together  with  the  duties  and  drawbacks 
-tisereou,  was  ordered  to  be^  laid  bisfore  the 
house.— Mr.  Sec.  Yorke'  brought  in  a  biji 
to  sisiipend  the  operation  of  tbe  Irish  army 
of  reserve  bill,  R^ul  a  iirst .  time^  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tiibe  on  Tues. 
tfiey,  and  to  be  printed*>^^n  the  motion 
4»£  Mr;  Foster,  certain>  pk)ers  relating  io. 
the  issues  from  the  Ihsbitveasui^,  and  the 
fbiithick  and  ordnance,  department,  were 
prd^red  to  be  laid  laefovn^tiie  House.*— On; 
the  su^estion  of  the  Chancellor  dftbe 
Exchequer^:  the  oonmiitte^  oa  the  Ayles- 
bury  election  bill,  whichistocrd  for  Friday,, 
was  postponed  by  Sir  Oeorge  Cornwall 
till  Tuesday,  it  being  understood  that  the^ 
btiainess  in  the  committee  6f  supply,  will 
pccupy  a  <»>nsiderabie  tiipe.  Lord  Port- 
daester:  also  postponed  his  notice  of  his 
mo^oo  until  Thursday.— Mr.  Wilberforce 
gave  •  notice  that  he  should^  on  Frida^ii 
.  ;86'iiaigfat,  make  «  motion  lor. the  abolitioU 
<QiC  the  slave  trade/-  The-  object  which*  th^ 
bon,  gent  had>  4n  view  wa^  to  move  foi^ 
tbr  immediate  abolition .•^v^Mr.Cotry  rose 
to  move  for  a  c<Mui£tt6eof  the  House,  in 
order  to  state  the>  teems  upon  which  h^ 
. bad  concluded  the  loan  ifor  Ireland;  biit^ 
oo  •  the  suggestion  ef :  Mr.  Pitt,  wlio  ob* 
.served,  tiiatbusiness.Of  more  importance 
.  woukL  occupy  the  House  this*  evening,  th^ 
right 'iion.  gent. :  postponed  the  statement 
till  Fr^ay  next,  trostifagftlie  House  woul(|[ 
<fnableimn  on  tbatl^dfl^ueiitvaniinit 'the 
necessary  mttmaUonto  the  govt^jof  Irel- 
land.    .'-  .  f  •        ^  -u  '  'i.'  'I 

[Anatr  OF  RBfeimVE  -SirftP^Ksroif 
BujL.3-^]^fo.  Sec.  Yorke  vhoied  thfef  orde|- 
«f  ^e  liny  fdt.th^  house  ^  go  into  a  comr 
iiotttee  ofcr  the  bill  for  the  Suspension! ojf 
the  Airtny.  of  Reeen^  act/«-^he  Speakej- 
*  luLving  put  the  ^neition  hattr  the  cbairi '  • 

Mr.  iBitt i»6e,< alad .addressed  the  bous^ 

■jin  ^ubstanttQ  as jQiUows  i '  In« rising.  Sir,,  to 

.  iOppoKri  the .  diotiimj'fdr'.yQnr.  leaving. tb^ 

^biUK^-lt  isuiottrayfintdnllioiii  to  occupy  th^ 


peam^  t4l)  ^'-absolBteSyJneceSBnty;   sod 
tHer^fc«€^'l  have  no  ^witf^to^talai^e  o* 
toffies  connected  with  tber^gedet^l  subjfct^ 
whieh  have,  intheicotits^of  lateideba^ 
•CMder^ne  the   mosi: '«Mtiple  'discawioo; 
4fefore  i  pfroceed  to  tb$^  dtsitriptian  of  the 
f(lan  of  which  T  hiiver  gnntk  notice  to  tbk 
iiouse'  on*  a  lormfer  d<sy,"fi  is  niy  wisb  to 
si^^U'ftsw  wordsi  on^tthb  ttaj^nr^  ahd  coai* 
ptexion  of  the  bill  which ^  it  is  4he  ol^ect 
di  1^  right  bon.  gatfO/s^motion  to  brin^ 
uhderbur  ^oDsideratk^i'^in^^a  tCcnnmittee. 
A^^far  as  I  am  abk  to  unden^tand  it,  tbe 
only  e#K:t'  of  its  adoption  %bold:  be  to 
reUnqut^  all -chance  of  die  benefit  of  tluit 
augmenttttion  of  cmr  disposeable  foroe, 
which,  in' tlie  unanimous  opinion  of  all 
persons  in' this  boose,  c^ght  to  be  the 
pHriiefpal  object  of  attention  with  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  govt.    1^  would  be  to  relinquish  aJfl, 
diance  of  the  tsontindanoe  of  luture  b»- 
iPt^'  arising  from  fii«ieasilrd<whtch,  thou^ 
m  many  points  of  >Vife»i^  loaded  and  re* 
tarded,  has  bad  t^e  :efflbet  of  piiocoring, 
iwithin  the. space  of  liSiiinoiiltlis,  a  nose 
considerable:  4ugmeiit«ldoiii  foi  edir  reguldr 
fotee,  thaur  could  perhaps  iivre.been  ob* 
tained  in  any  other  way^  :<at  the  time  and 
under  ^he  cirountstances  iti  which  the  mea- 
sure w^s  harried!  into  activity.  '.  it  appears 
to  lAe  that  all  tbese^chanqes  of  ben^t  are 
girei^  up,    without  substituting  in  their 
rooib  'iany  system  by^hieh'  tiie  great  ob« 
ject  of  the  augmentation  of  the  regular 
army  is  to  be  obtained.    Ill  understood 
the  statement  of  the  ri^  hon.  Sec*  of 
State  >bel6w  me,  there  were  three  mea<» 
sures?,  by  the  adoption  oftwhicb  bis  Ma- 
jesty'6  l^oisters  flattex^  themselves  that 
they  would  be  able  to  augment  the  regular 
^disposeable  force  of  tbe  ooontry.    ITie 
;  1st  of 'tkese  meas&ves  <wa8,  >  the  acceptance 
of  tbe^voiuntary  -  ofibrs  of  a  certain  pro- 
poition  of  tbe  Irish  militia  to- extend' their 
servicesr^o  this  country.   .The  ^  measiSO-e 
iiad  iti  vifew  the  augmeiitatidn  of  the  mi- 
<  litia  of  Ireland.   <The  last  of  tbe  measures 
directed  to  the  gresit  okgect  in  view,  was 
tlw  formation  of  a  nunrtber  <if  new  regi- 
ments.'to  be  raised,  >indepiend^t  of  that 
.comi^etition  which  is  Bt  this. moment  ad- 
mitted to  be  taost'  fisital  tOt  tbe  speedy  is- 
a-ruiting  of  the'  i«gular  ar^.    On  these 
diiereutAieasures  proposed 'ior  the  aug^ 
men^atioo  of  our  disposeable  ^Ibrce^  it  is 
not  nowi^n^  intention  to.  enlarge;  but  I 
must' be  peinnitted  to  'observe,   that  in 
iicmeio^i  tfaens!  does  tbeie ,  ^etm  to  -  be  any  * 
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fertofii.iiitfrodttaQg  tb«  GOOii^letiQa^  i^  the 
pb^t  wMebt  ^n»€liottt  ej^cepticm* .  '^^  «d- 
^mied  tori  be  of  Ibe  la«t  ccm^q^Dee  :m; 
Ae  prestfcit  cir^iuanstena^s  of  tbe  em{Hi*e. 
^  i&  4»rHcv  that «  pefUia  prpporiion  of  ,tk^ 
itish  miliuii  bmr^  inolunteere4  their  OQi^' 
flricte to' tbis^ cQnIiQtry*  In.tbis  O0er»  it  15 
^doobtfuL  wfaedfter  ^re  is  lefls  pf  potiey 
.tl^4  o£  national  advaalage.  Before  the: 
|io«seijcaai<a<iinU  ^  policy  of  jneceivrng* 
joeh.'ofikr),  dt  beooDnes  nc^^esaary  to  look. 
Alitde  toitoidcfree  in  which  the  iolek:-: 
(dbasgei  ot  the;  aefvices  of  the  ^niUtia.  of. 
jbGilb«:QitDtrie&  iis  io  be  condttcted,  aiMlI| 
'  3»y  add!  wbedier,  ia  QxtraoffdiiMily  dr- 
16anietancftG;,  thk.  kktercbftngp  ought  to. be; 
•fibcaurag^d?  UK^anastti:  ia'#eaaau»  ibed^- 
-Bkdf  lhat;«iKh  aa  iuterobapg^iaiii8fc:ide» 
lliend  on  iciircumalt^CQA.  »f  special  ieiner-| 
'geki^^  Slid « iwhai..  I  maiiHatnL  Ut  tb«bt5  tbd 

*miUi^  of  Ifdaod^ali  jthia  tkae,>  is  .mi^wfy^ 
,ffdakiotiY€3'ofatbihQ^iI&  arising  from  an' 
«flMMfefine^S&liBitchflang^)of  aervieesi  but^an^ 
TbeattenkdjiriiiadftQn&.fof  the  ad^xanl«ges| 
•acisin^  from  iBucba.  m^asure^.oitiginatind 
Jrom  «etiHtonsi()er«d  views .  of  jxtatknaal 
-iatenflit.  On  the  sul^eot  of  the  flAxgoienta-> 
itiaa  oi  the  militia  uf  Ireland»  my  opi-^ 
'fikma  ai^  not  by.any  laenns.diierettl*  .It 
.will  not  be'dt8paAed%,hisi\Is^ty!snu-i 
ttistersi  thafc  tibe  .ofiRpotS:  of  extended  ser-i 
ijrices  by  k  ciMaioa  proportion  «f  tba  miM-^ 
Vtia  of  irdaiidyf  defMsads  for  aoceptance^.  in 
:a  gvaett  nieaisuir04  .oa.this  subeequeoA^  m^a-t 

•  aave.     It .  is  aUo¥»fd '  on  :aU  .hands»  tbat 

•  Jltland  oamMtlose  m|m^  a  proportion  o|^ 
.^dltt  meana.of  itsf'de&n^,  wiUmkuA  i^ceiv-i- 
-»ing  somiethiBg  like  an  adft^*^^ .  return; 
t  ^e  niii8tiMideNfiandy>  Uiat  ihe.  ^uugmeaitaj. 
'  tton  propose  is  maaai  to  ibrmAbefetura 
-4o.whidK  I  have  referred.,  ttaivwtt)  aa^ 
^eat^  in  this  housfe../olr.a  boiiient  Mrm, 
•tinta  m€re  i'teolnttoafor  tlie;aiig»enta|- 

itioa -of  ftfaelrish.  nulitio,  ^1  at  ^11  boitil 
^pensate  idf  theloss  of  a  considerable  ph>|- 
<  portion  of  tpoop^  aUowed  on  all  bands 

i0be  ade^atato  the  defence  of  Ireland, 
i  ^combined  iwitb  the  regidar  miilit«ry  ioice^ 
-tin  factyfiirf.di  ministers  act cbnststentlTi, 

the  offers  idi  te  UnAk.  militia  (catoot  rbe 

•  afipepted,  mieas  sotne-flctutn  ibe  Hooade  t^ 

:ithe  mxlilda,"tbisiiNiBite  cannot  be  expected 

I  for  :a  Qpsttidenablev.fienod,  and  4bcre£M*^ 

i'thebOne.jBensBye^ts  hot  mdy  inconsistent 

*  with. the  otkBTyjbattalterlgriiifffioienitibr 


ad^iact  of.olibiimag  h  gieajbcr 
foict»  N^c^.nttn  iwill  gQ,  begioadasi^ 
ia  maiatainiagjtbsil  the  mibtia  ase  a  cmr 
fititutjottal^  atfespeetiBMe,.and  a  itiast;us»* 
fill  fOrc^  when  kept  wifibia.  prapfir  bmka, 
and  8{^p^ie<i  t<»  the  specific  ob^ct  ol'tfaii^ 
foroialion»:;,.ll  nuywtv i howeveiv  be^.wi^ 
e^ecy.maa  ajqbestion  of  pecaliar  jeahsasy 
to.  ijnd  the  militia' come  iu  competilion 
with,  the  nsgulat  army  under  any  circfun- 
stsnceS):but  more  peculiarly. vifukvlte 
drcumotaneea  iu' which  the  jpiropotMsd  mesh 
sures^ofimmisMrs:  necessanly  plaoed  Uasat 
coimpetition..  They  admit  that  ^ber^  is  u* 
necessity  fiar  the  augmentation  :of  the  dis- 
po^eable  force  ofltbe  country  .^  Tbeytx 
Qii,  Ireland: as  that  part  o£  the  emftire 
Mibete  tbit  dispos^able  force  is  to  be  move 
Deadify  {Mnoaufod^  and. at  thatkne  the^  aiQ 
holdic^  thisi  ibn^age,:  they .  aw  deteN 
mined  Ahattbe  militia  o§  Irelasid  sbakbte^ 
to  -a  oon^kieiisbla  idegree,  inoreaseck  It 
must^  Sir^  appd^  singular,  that.vhen  tbe 
dfifideaqr  af  tto^^iMola  of  the  ani^  of 
reserve  to  ht  fomiiftied  by  bekod  is  ma« 
terially  deficimi^  it  should  be  proppsed  to 
^aagaient  the  •  aaiUtia^^a  species  of  force 
confessedly  limtlied  to  senrices  less  appli- 
cable to  our- pnesent  droMDstances.  If 
new  levies  are  tx>  km  made,  why  are  these 
deficiencies  hi  the  army  of  ivserve^  4r 
why  are  not  thai  new  lavies  lobave  the 
precedencf  ?  The  mischief  of  competitiim 
is  allowed.  The  .professed  object  of  mi- 
ndstem  is«tD  hatte  a^posesUe.fbrae,  ycit, 
with  these  .admissionsi  the  militia  oi  ir^ 
land,  aHbwed  lOQ  tall  liaads  to  ba  limiltd  in 
l!heir  terms  of  service,  are  to  counttract 
tth^  new  iegiilar.  lender  for  whioh,  on  a  for* 
tmer -occasion,  so  innch  merit  was  olaimad.. 
It  is  admitted  that,  by  the  measure  of  the 
^army  of  Msarve^  we  have  obtained' «: 'vary 
icfinsiddrable  aagmeatation  of  onr  4i9^se- 
able  iorc««  In  Ireland,  it  ;is  pi|io^osad 
ibaft  theimililla  tkmll  be  aagmented.  Oi^ 
whatpxindpk^thai^iis  it  that  thQ'Opem- 
tion  of  the  reserve  bill  is  not  susp^ndad 
in  tkal(aoiititry  ?  f[iie^  Mr*  Yarke  sfgni* 
fied  thatia  btid.wu  btougfat  ini^Mr-^pead- 
ing  the  set  in  Jrekmdi]  Mr.  PStt  ooMi- 
nuing  Iqs:. argument,  proceeded  tosajyv  if 
the  law.  ia-tct  be  pseseiHred  in  'ib^ce^  lOn 
whatipriadplejis  it^.tfaat  though  there  afeie 
now  deficieBcifiStm  'like  aemytdf  reserve 
for  iteland,  to :  the  atbount  ef.  6.  or  *  f  oiO 
itteja,  the*  aagmentaticii  ml  tbe'Rifiiti4'>is 
'  40  /l^  prefers  to  thiaifoeca  f  Willitbe 
pretsndedlhal;  ibe  te^nenlatimiJii^Jiie 
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sfdltia  will  8o  msteb-iaUy  «^n1^bute  to 
the  object  in  vie^i,  sis  the  aognientatk>n  jof 
the-arm^r  of  reserve^  from:  ^o^cl^cQaratant 
Mfpplie^  fdr  the  regiiiar^dirspofieable^fbroe 
bi  tbe  i3&mitry  may  be  £ftirly ^and  reason* 
a%  eiipected  ?  k  is  -realfy  not  jeasy  to 
ticertatn  on  nvh^  groimd  a&xix^,  thou^ 
not  genemlly  dfsposeablein  the  first  4n- 
Btance,  yet  not  indisposed  to  general  se^r- 
^oe,  should  be  lost  i^gbt  oi,  whikuspe- 
des  of  ibrce-whicb,  by  their  tfonstitation, 
is'  condned  «0  limitied  ^errtoe,  should  be 
preferred.     Mustthe  system  whidi  minis- 
ters have  eo  much  favoured,  asucalculated 
to  add  to  the  disposeable  lorce  of  the 
country^    be  altogetber   alMindoned,    be- 
cause it  might  not  have  acG^mplistod  «U 
that  was  expected  fram  it  m  their  san- 
guine expectations  ?  I  really  cannot  con- 
sider it  in  any  Other  vi^w  than  a  measure 
inimical  to  that  measui^  which  nvimsters 
bold  out  to  ouv  observation*     On  the  one 
4and^    if  the  titiHtia  of  Ireland  is  aug- 
mented, Uie  levks  for  the  regular  army 
^ust,  in  a  great  measure,  be  suspended. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  levies  for  the 
ifegula^  force  are  to  be  carried  forward, 
the  prop^ition  for  augmenting  the  Irish 
miHtia  i»  altogether  preposterous*    The 
iai^U!^e  of  ministers  is,  that  they  want 
io  ha^^  meil'  at  a  reduced  bounty.  .  But 
how  is  it  that  they  carry  theiT  ol^ect  into 
practice?  They  do  not  pvetend  to  deny 
that  their -first  oh^ct  is  to  have  men  for 
disposeable  purposes,  and  thift  they  hold 
forth  as  the  object  which  ou^t  to  have 
precedence  of  every  other  consideration. 
It  is  rather  curious,  however,  to  look  at 
^he  mode  in  which  they  f^duic^  the  plan 
to  practice.     Tliey  wish  recruits  for  the 
regulars  in  Ireland,  and  they  iare  desirous 
of  having  an  nagm^ntation  of  the  militia 
in  the  same  country.     It   is  in  vain,  Sir, 
to   deny,  tliat  the  cotopetition   in   these 
eases  is  altogetber  unequal,  and  that  where 
it  is  propo^  to  raise  10,000  additional 
•militia  in  Irelaml,  Vtte  plan  of  raising  u 
'numfber  of  new  regimen  is  is  quite  im-i 
practicable  and  impdiitfc.     On  every  ge-| 
neral  ^Jrihciple,  then,  I  do  m06t  heartily 
contend,  that  the  suspension  of  t lie  army 
•of  reserve  act  H  not  at  all  called  for  oni 
•pwnciplesof  necessity,  of  policy,  or  o(  uti-t 
'-  lity.     In^stttting  this»  I  wish  it  to  be  fairly 
understood^  tl^t  my 'Opinion  is  founded 
on  general  ^principles.    A  great  deal  of 
-argument  'ttritiinot  be  necfessary  to  shew 
'tbat'Uiose  "who  most  <ealoiisly  objected '>to 
*the  army  of  ^reserve,*  ooghtinbt  to  agree 
to  the  motion  now  before  the  House,    li 


theylobjccted  to  tbe  aet^  in  consequenee  at 
the  hi|^  bouRttes  vMdti  it  encouragi^  ;,:if 
they  think  that  the  principle  cyf  the  ballot 
whidi  it  promoted   did  nort  proceed  on 
eonstitnli<»nal  princij^es ;  if  ttiey  are^Kott^ 
9fnced  that  it  did  not  jitcAceoei  on  coustti^ 
tiitional  |)rinciples,  then,  Sir,  they  swirel^ 
cannot  give  their  assent  to  the  motioli  noit 
submitted  to  our  consideration,    ff  tM 
bi>il  is  so  much  liable  to  censure  ;  ^  k  if 
so  little  in  consonance  with  the  opinionf 
of  these  gent,  they  cannot  surely  be  satia# 
fied  with  the  suspension  of  such  a  meat 
sure,  whi<ih)  according  to  Uieir  own  pridi^^ 
ciples,  ought  to  be  totally  repealed.    This 
is' a  proposition  which  cannot  be  fairly  tie* 
hied,  and  therefore  is  it  the  kss  sxeoessafy 
to  enlarge  on  it.     But^  Sir,  ^  the*eystefii 
of  the  army  of  reserve,  as  nowexista^ 
can  be  modified  ;  if  a  description  of  per^ 
sons  not  at  ail  likely  to  enter 'iniatU^ 
regular  army  can  be  brought  into  ^iimitod 
service;  if  this  temporary  plan  of  rbcsakr 
ing  can  be  managed,  so  as  to  .pvomote  tht 
great  end  in  view,  without  kicfeasing*ei^ 
ther   national   inconnrenience'  or  privatfet 
misery/  thej^  will  not,  I  am  suve,  'Sir,  ^esf^ 
ist  a  doubt  that  such  e.  system  ought  t» 
meet  with  every  degree  of- support  and 
Bncouragement.    If  such  «  system   can 
be  brought  forward,  it  must  'at  ieast,  ^Sis^ 
be  one  to  which  the  House  could  not,  eon^ 
sistently  with  their  duty,  rafose  their  moA 
serious  consideration.     Thou^    on    the 
present  occasion,  my  oWect  in  rising  mis. 
to  explain  the  outlines  of  such  a  plan,  1 
do  not  at  all  so  much  flatter  myself  as  to 
suppose ,  that  it  will  be  perfect ;  but  it  is 
not  too  much  presumpUon  to  imagine  tiMt 
it  is  a  plan  not  altogether,  unworthy  of 
the  consideration  of  P^riiament.     Before 
I  go  on  very  shortly  to  state  to  tbe^  House 
the  nature  of  the  plan,  it  may  not  be  im^ 
proper  merely  to  advert  to  the  groundson 
which  the  suspension  of  the  «rmy  of  ire- 
serve  act  ought  to  be  consttdemd.    The 
first  question  that  f>re9ents  itself  is,  iwbe-> 
ther  the   reserve   act   ought  to   be  ^s- 
pended,  or  whether  it  might  not  ibe  modi- 
fied in  such  a  mantier  as  to  i  render  its  ap- 
plication more  advantageous  ^  The'secoird 
question  was,  'whether,  if  the  i4^x)f  sus- 
peinding  the  act  was  Entertained,  this  was 
not  too  little.;  and  whether,  if  the  idea  of 
so^nsion  was  at  all  ewtertattaed,  the  att 
ou^tnot  ^obe  totally  abolished?    Con- 
ceiVing  these  to4)e  the  twp  ^at'^t^Untt'* 
nary  views*  ofHhe  suk^t,  I  hope  l^ail 
mettt  ^ with  the  induigenise  .of  thOiiHoMS^, 
while  I  state  the  outlines  of  a  plan  on  this 
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>ltibjcct,  the  result  df  long  and  carfeful  ex-» 
tmination,  the  effect  of  digested  and  darea 
fill  comparison'  of  the  wants  and  ciycttm-* 
stances  of  the   country.      WithoUt  iiow^ 
then,  going  into  -  any  details  on  the  sub-^ 
ject,  which,  if  the^ill  for  which!  mean  to 
move  is  introduced,  I  shall  have .  ample 
means  of  introducing,  it  will  be  suf!icient 
for  me  at  present  to  gtve  an  outline  of  the 
gjeneral  plan;     Allow  me  th^n,  Sir,  to  in. 
troduce  the  subject  generally,  by  saying 
that,  under  the,  present  circumstances  of 
society,   un<|er  the  prQgent  extension:  of 
commerce,  under  all  tlie  new  openings  of- 
fered to  labour  in  all  its  branches,  it  .'is 
not  saying  top  much  to  say  that  the  en- 
couragements to.  enter  on  a  military  life 
must  be  very  materially  dimmished.  Look- 
ing, then,  to  the  difficulties  attendant  on 
the  recruiting  of  the  army ;  looking  to  the 
difficulties  of  obtaining  men  for  unlimited 
Service,  compared  with  ser\'ic0  for  a  short 
period,  and  on  their  native  soil,  I  must  be 
mll^wed  to  assume  it  as  a  fair  supposition, 
that  a  number,  of  men  would  be  induced 
to  accept  of  offers  of  limited  service,  who. 
would  not  listen  to  any  idea  of  military 
service  for  life.     With  this  view,  then,  it 
will  not  be  denied.  Sir,  that  the  services 
cf  those  who  are  far  from  willing  to  enter 
into  the ,  regular  army,  should  be  encou- 
raged for  that  limited  species  of  service 
to  which  they  are  by  no  means  disinclined. 
.The  house  will  not  suppose  that  1  am  go- 
ing too  far  when  I  affirn?,  that  such  a 
mode  of  recruiting  for  the  regular  army  in 
a  commercial  country,  is  that  most  fully 
jtistified  by  the  whole  history  of  human 
liffairs.      Every  man   knows  that  limited 
fervice  must,  in  the  tirst  instance,  be  pre- 
ferred to  service  knowing  np  limitation  of 
place  or  time.    But  while  this,  was  allowed 
it  was  not  less  clear,  that  if  men  once  en- 
tered into  the  army  for  a  limited  period, 
military  habits  were  soon  contracted,  and 
those^  who,  in  the  first  instance,  would  ne- 
ver have  thought  of  indefinite  military  ser- 
vice, entered  into  this  enlarged  engage- 
ment with  tlie  greatest  possible  alacrity. 
From  limited  to  permanent  military  ser- 
vice, is  therefore  what  every  man,  in  the 
least  acquainted  with  military  affairs,  could 
anticipate  "without  the  smallest  difficulty. 
But,  Sir,  I  would  not'  even  put  the  ques- 
tion on  this>  ground.     Even  independent 
of  any  l^islative  interference,  independ- 
ent of  the  acceptance  of  any  offers  of  those 
who»  originally  engaging  for  limited  ser- 
%iKe;' afterwards  entered  into  the  regular 


afiny,  the  House,  I  am  snrej  mil  ^t^ 
with  me  iu' {thinking,  that  there  may  occur 
periods  of  .patriotic  ardour,  when  all  ide» 
of  limited  service  will  be  lost  .sight  of; 
that  the  .native  courage;  and  heroism  of 
the  Englieb  character  will  display  itself; 
that  Englishmen  will  look  not  fuone  to 
the  safety,  but  to  the  honour,  to  the  dig-* 
nity,   and  to  the  glory  of  their  CQuntry4 
Under  such  circumstances  as  these,  it  is 
not  presuming   too  far  to  suppose,  that 
voluntary  offers  of  extension .  of  service 
will  be  numerous.     If,  Sir,  we  can  sup* 
pose  that  the  national  spirit  of  the  peoplci 
even  unassisted,  will  produce  these  effects^ 
how  much  more  may  its  influence  be  ex- 
pected to  be,  when  it  is  supported,  di- 
rected, and  encouraged  by  judicious  regu*« 
lations  ?  On  these  principles,  then,  I  ob«. 
ject  to  the   acceptance  of   the  offers  of 
the  Irish   militia  to  extend  tiieir  service 
to  this  country,  because  the  same  object 
may   be  obtained   without  any  violation 
of  constitutional  principles.    That  the  ex* 
tension  of  the  services  of  the  militia, of 
both  countries  may  be  desirable  under  an 
emergency  of  peculiar  danger,  no  man  can 
reasonably  deny*    But,  however  the  zeal 
and  the  alacrity  of  those  making  the  offer 
may  be  commended,,  the  policy. of  accept- 
ing must  still  be  a  ground  of  grave  deli«« 
beration  with  those  who  pretend  to  guide 
their  public  conduct  by  any  principle  of 
wisdom  or  pf  policy.     Before  thp  servicer 
of  the  militia  of  Ireland  can  with  pro* 
priety  be  accepted,  we  have  to  ascertain 
whether,  by  this  measure,  the  general  se- 
curity of  f  the  whole  empire  is  consulted^ 
But,  reverting  particularly  to  the  augmenr 
tat  ion  of  the  Irish  militia  as  an  Edition 
to  the  military  force  of  the  empire,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  make  a  few  observations* 
The  idea  of  disparaging  the  services  of 
importance  of  the  militia  establishment, 
is  certainly  the  farthest  from  my  content 
plation.     At  tl)e  same  time,  Sir,  it  has 
been  allowed  by  its  most  zealous  friends, 
that,  in  many  instances,  it  has  been  cariied 
to  an  extent  inconsistent  with  the  general 
circumstances  of  the  country.     With  this 
idea  I  do  most  cordially  agree,  and  beg 
leave,   at  the  same  time,  to  add,  that  in 
my  judgment  the  militia  of  England  ought 
not  to  exceed  4S,000.     If  the  number  is 
carried  beyond  that,  then  there  is  a  dan« 
ger  that  the  number  of  officers  fit  to  dis- 
cipline the  different  cprps  will    not   be 
sufficient  iot  that  purpose.     The  import- 
ance of  r^uliur  respectable  oificers  na 
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tn^n  will  deny;  and  if  the  augmentalion 
goes   beyond   tbe   proportion   of   olftqers 
^hich  can  be  afforded  them,  unquestion- 
ably tliat  augmentation  is  impolitic.     My 
first  view,  then,  Sir,  is,  that  the  militia  of 
England  should  as  soon  as  possible  be  re- 
duced to  48,000.     If  we  are  to  keep  up 
a  considerable  limited  force,  all  the  de- 
scriptions of  which  it  is  composed  ought 
to   bear   some    proportion.      The   militia 
establishment  of  the  country  now  amounts 
to   about  72,000,  and  we  ought  ta  have 
had  40,000  of  the  army  of  reserve  in  G. 
Britain.     What  I  would,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, propose,  would  be,  that  the  militia 
should  not  exceed  48,000,  and  that  from 
40,   the   army   of  reserve  should  be  ex^ 
tended  to  64,000  men.     In  this  arrange- 
ment,  I   should  propose  that  there  should 
be  an  augmentation  to  the  army  of  reserve 
in  England    of   24,000,   and  tl;at  4,000 
should  be  the  augmentation  for  Scotland. 
In  proposing  this  arrangement,  the  House, 
will  understand,  that  I  do  not  at  all  allude  to 
any  sudden  and  abrupt  dismanthng  of  tlie 
militia.     It  is  equally  far  from  my  wish  to 
interfere  with  their  progress  in  discipline. 
All  that  I  propose  is,  that  the  vacancies 
in  tlie  militia,  as  they  successively  occur, 
shall  not  be  filled  up  for  that  species  of 
the  public  force;  and  one  important  ad. 
vantage  of  this   arrangement  would   be, 
that  competition   to    a   material    degree 
would   be   destroyed.      By   this  arrange- 
ment, the  number  of  persons  liable  to  the 
army  of  reserve  would  be  enlarged ;  aiid 
it  would  not  require  much  labour  to  shew 
that,  by  this  enlargement,  a  material  ad- 
vantage would  be  gained.     I  may  merely 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  ex- 
perience of  la^t  year.     If,  out  of  37,000 
raised   by  the  army  of  reserve  act,   up- 
wards of  9000,  according  to  the  returns 
on  the  table,  had,  within  considerably  less 
than  12  months,  volunteered  into  the  re- 
gular army,  I-  am-  surely  not  presuming 
too   much   in   supposing,   that   a  similar 
cause   would  be  accompanied  with  a  si- 
milar result.     In  proposing  to  the  house 
the  permanent  establishment  of  the  army 
of  reserve,  though  certainly  on   a  very 
modified  system,  I  am  sensible  that  objec- 
tions   may    be    readily    started     against 
the  proposition.     But,  Sir,  let  it  be  re- 
memberedy   that  the  times   in  which   we 
live  are  not  ordinary  times.     When  we 
are  c^led  to  encounter  extraordinary  and 
Ujiprecedeuted  dangers,  we  must  lay  our 
account  with  submitting  to  extraordinary 


and  unprecedented  dangers.     If  we  are- 
called  on  to  undergo  great  sacrifiises,  we 
must  bear  in  mind  the.  interesting  objects 
which  these  objects  may  enable  us  to  de- 
fend and  'to  secure.     I  need  not  remiad 
the  house  that  we  are  come  to  a  new  ser^ 
in   the  history  of  nations;    that  we  are 
called  to  struggle  for  the  destiny,  not  *>i 
this   country  alone,  but  of  tlie   civilized 
world.     We  must  remember  that  it  is  not 
for  ourselves  alone  that  we  submit  to  un- 
exampled privations.     We  have  for  our-, 
selves  the  great  duty  of  self-preservatioa 
to  perform,  but  the- duty  of  the  people  of 
England  now  is  of  a  nobler  and  higher 
order.     We .  are  in  the  first  place  to  pro- 
vide for  our  security  against  an  enemy, 
whose  malignity  to  this  K:ountry  knows  na 
bounds.  .But  this  is.  not  to  close  the  .views 
or  the  efforts  of  our  ex:erupn  in  so  sacred 
a  cause.     Amid  the  wreck  and  the  misery 
of  nations,  our  great  object,  was  that  which 
we  could  look  to  with  ju^t  exultation^  that 
we  had  continued  superior  to  all  that  s^ma 
bition  or  that  despotism  could  effect;  and 
our  still  higher  exultation   ought  to  be, 
tliat  we  should  provide  not  only  for  ou.r 
own  safety,    but. hold  out  a. prospect  to 
nations  now  bending  under  the  iron  yok^ 
of  tyranny,  what  the  exertions  of  a  frjee 
people  could  effect ;  and  that  at  least  in 
tliis  corner  of  the  world,,  the*  nan^^  of  li^ 
berty   was  still  revered,    chjerished,  anc) 
sanctified.     Viewing,  then>  the  pressure  to 
which  the  measure  I  propose  naay  give  risc> 
I  contend  these  are  fair  considerations. 
What    is  to  be  consi^dered   then  is,  that 
what  is  unnecessary  sliall  be  removed,  that 
what  is  oppressive  shall  be  mitigated:.    On 
these  principles  my  whole  plan  proceeds. 
Mitigated  as  it  may  be,  still  the  pressure 
roust  be  severe.   :  But  let  it  be  rememberr 
ed,  that  the.  object  is  not  only  to  repel 
from  our  shores  a  danger  that  threaten^ 
our  existence  as  an  independent  nation, 
but  to  restore  to  Europe  the   chance   of 
regaining  all  that  is  most. dignified  in  the 
condition  and  in  the  relations  of  civilized 
nations.     To  any  question  of  pressure,  X 
conceive  then  that  is  a  most  satisfactory 
answer  to   every  reflecting  mind.      But 
having  said  so  much  on   the  subject  of 
the  pressure  attendant  on  the  plan  I  mean 
to  propose,  I  shall  now  mention  generally 
the  number   which  appears  to  me  to  be 
necessary  to  complete   the  establishmenti 
as  the  foundation  of  a  regular,  permanent, 
military  establishment.     I  shall  go  on  the 
supposition  that  60  ^r  70|000  men  should 
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be  kept  up  every  year,  according  to  the 
proportion  of  the  different  counties,  reg^u- 
Itited  on  the  principles  of  the  ballot  for  the 
militia  establishment.      In  the  detail  of 
i^e  system  there  must  of  course  be  a  great 
deal  of  modiiication ;    but  I   would    beg 
leave  to  state  gienerally,  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  regular  ^army  would  n»ceive  an 
addition  of  1 1.  or  15,000  men  annually  by 
voluntary  offers.     In   the   first  iubtance, 
jOu  would  be  sure  to  procure  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  who  could  not  be  otherwise 
i^btaiued,  and  the  same  men  would  be  in. 
duced  to  enter  the  feirmy  on  the  general 
principles  of  human  nature,  founded  on 
habit  and  experience.     The  ordiuury  re- 
cruiting of  the  army  would  not  be  impeded 
Or  interrupted.     All  the  means  of  a  deJen^ 
sive   and   an  offensive   system   ^-ould  be 
Ignited.  By  following  the  system,  we  should 
not  only  be  secure  at  home,  but  be  pro- 
vided with  the  means  of  holdit)g  out  hopes 
Ibr  th^  restoration  of  States  now  sinking 
under  the  most  odious  tyranny.     It  has 
often  occurred  to  me.  Sir,  that  the  indis- 
criminate manner  in   which  volunteering 
from'  the  army  of  reserve  has  hitherto  been 
iillowed,  is  highly  ruinous  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  army.     By  the  plan  which  I 
wisli  to  propose,  a  certain  degree  of  ^h^pe 
bnd  consisteftcy  would  be  given  even  to 
tlie  volunteering  from  the  army  of  reserve 
Irtljo  the  regular  ai-my,     ^^'hat  I  would  in 
the  first  instance  suggest  would  be,  that 
the   quota  furnished  by  each  parish  and 
county  should  be  attadhed  to  the   corre- 
sponding regiment  in  G.  Britain   or  Ire- 
land.    If  this  plan  were  once  reduced   to 
practice,  and  judiciously  acted  on,  I  have 
«o  noubt  that  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles 
to  the  recruiting  would  be  removed.    It  is 
obvious,  that  by  such  a  plauj  all  the  in- 
fluence of  domestic  feeling  and  local  con- 
nection would  be  obtained,  if  thdse  entering] 
'  into  the  army  of  reserve  were  connected, 
with  the  particular  regiment  ibr  which  they 
must  'feel  a  peculiar  predilection.    But  this 
n^ould  not  happen  alone  in  the  case  of  re- 
cruits attached  to  old  battalions.     If  sup- 
plementary  battalions  were  formed,    the 
same  effects  would  result  from  the  same 
considerations.'     Similar  feelings  betwixt 
both  battalions  would  be  encouraged,  and 
similar  ardour  would  be  created.    But,  Sir, 
the  good  effects  of  fuch  an  arrangement, 
would  not  be  so  limited.     It  will  not  be 
denied  that  the  present  system  of  indiscri- 
'  minate  volunteering  from  the  army  of  re- 
serve fe  extremely  discouraging. to  the  offi- 


cers employed  in  drilling  the  raw  recruits. 
After  he  has  wasted  all  his  labour  in  bring- 
ing the  meu  to  some  kind  of  jwrlectiou,  1 
put  it  to  the  candour  and  the  good  sense  of 
ihe  house,  whether  it  musi  not  be  painful 
to  the  uelings  of  any  man  to  think  that  all 
his  labour  is  to  pass  wilhout  reward,  that 
those  whom  he  has  prepared  to  adv'auce 
into  the  field,  aiv  to  follow  the  bamiers  of 
:jome  other  leader.     It  is   not,  however, 
Sir,  as  a  painful  consideration  tliat  this  m- 
discriminate  system  of  volunteering  is  to 
be  reprobated.     It  is  evidently  calculated 
to  undermine  all  discipline  or  attacbmenc 
to  officers.    I  f  soldiers  are  attached  to  olK- 
cers,  this  feehng  cannot  be  of  long  dura- 
tion, because  the   connection    is    hardly 
formed  beltm;  it  is  dissolved.    IF,  on  the 
other  hand,  soldiers  are  dissatisfied  with 
their  connnanders  they  know   that   while 
indiscriminate    volunteering    is    allowed, 
they  have  the  speedy  prospect  of  retiring 
from  the  control  of  men  whom  they  may 
chuse  to  detest  and  to  calumniate.     But, 
Sir,  if  the  system  1  recommend  were  fol- 
lowed,   all   these    evik  would    be   done 
away.      Knowing  that    their    connection 
with  their  officers  was  of  a  jjermanent  na- 
tlire,  the  men  would  learn  both  awe  and 
regard;  and  the  officers,  firmly  attached 
to  their  recruits,  would  spare  no  time  to  ' 
render  them  perfect  in  all  the  duties  of  a 
military  life.  Tin;  consequences  that  would 
result  from  this  system  are  obvious.     We 
should  liave  the  men   in  an  intermediate 
state  more  efficient  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence, and  we  should  have  them  more  dis» 
posed  to  enter  into  the  regular  disposeable 
force  of  the  country.  '  If  a  thousand  regu- 
lar troops  were  wanted,  we  should  have  a 
thousand  troops  of  the  reserve  perfectly 
qualified   to  supply  their  place  for  every 
purpose  of  internal  defence.     We  might 
have   men   for   limited   service,  but  then 
they  would  be  under  officers  of  no  limited 
views ;  men  *»;^ho  had  bt;en  service  in  every 
part  of  the  globe,  and  who  knew  most  per- 
fectly to  qualify  men  to  advance  into  the 
field  of  battle  with  that  confidence  which 
is  the  best  pledge  of  success.     Indeed;  in 
a  short  time  the  whole  of  your  defensive 
force  would  thus  become  as  good  and  effi- 
cient as  your  regular  force ;  by  that  means 
the  men  will,  as  it  were,  become  worth 
double  their  number,  with  a  view  to  the 
defence    of  the   country";    they    will    be 
changed  in  a  short   time  fo  ready-made 
soldiers,    while,    at  the  same  time,  the 
plain  of  regular  .recruiting "may  be  eft* 
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larged  and  made  more  efFectuaU  It  thus 
unites  several  advantages  in  every  point  ol 
view,  unless,  in  so  far  as  tbe  mode  in 
which  it  is  to  be  raised  may,  increase  a 
competition.  Considering,  however,  the 
numerous  benetits  to  be  derived  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  plan,  perhaps  gent,  may 
consent  to  admit  of  a  certain  degree  ol 
competition,  seeing  that  it  will  be  mate* 
rially  narrowed*  It  appears  clearly  to  my 
mind,  that  by  the  plan  I  have  suggested, 
the  disadvantageous  competition  in  the  re* 
cruiting  of  the  regular  army  will  be  avoid- 
ed. As  the  ballot  is  now  regulated,  if  it 
falls  upon  a  person  whose  engagements  in 
life,  Or  other  circumstances,  render  it  unfit 
that  he  should  serve,  he  must  tind  a  sub- 
stitute, and  no  limit  is  assigned  to  the 
sum  he  must  give  to  procure  one ;  he  is  to 
sacrifice,  perhaps,  40l.  or  50l.  and  expose 
himself  and  his  family  to  numerous  priva- 
tions, not  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  state,  but 
from  tbe  impolitic  plan  adopted  to  supply 
its  exigencies.  The  eflfect  is  obvious ;  it 
has  occasioned  a  species  of  subscription 
club,  which  convert  the  matter  into  a  sort 
of  parochial  rate,  by  which  the  important 
military  duty  of  recruiting  is  committed  to 
parish  officers,  instead  of  being  intrusted 
to  officers  who  are  competent  to  discharge 
it;  and  being  i&  such  hands,  they  bid 
against  each  other  without  limit  or  <hscre- 
tion,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  service.  What 
I  have  proposed,  requires,  that  if  the  per- 
son on  whom  the  ballot  falls  will  not 
serve,  he  shall  pay  a  certain  moderate 
fixed  sum ;  but  if  he  serves,  then  he  shall 
receive  the  same  amount  he  would  other- 
wise pay.  Another  precaution  in  the 
scheme  is,  that  the  substitiite  sliould  be 
found  by  the  parish,  and  not  by  the  indi- 
vidual ;  and  further,  tbe  person  so  provid- 
ed, is  to  be  taken  from  the  hundred,  and 
not  from  the  great  market  towns,  unless 
under  the  predicament  I  shall  presently 
explain.  The  bounty  given  will  also,  ac- 
cording to  these  arrangements,  be  examin* 
ed  by  the  magistrates  of  the  respective 
counties,  who  will  prevent  any  deviation 
from  the  limits  prescribed  by  law.  It  will 
immediately  occur  on  tbe  review  of  this 
plan,  that  there  will  be  no  possibility  of 
surpassing  the  bounty,'  and  from  the  local 
limitaUon,  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of 
interfering  in  places  of  extensive  popula- 
tion, with  tbe  recruiting  of  the  regular 
army.-*The  next  consideration  to  which  I 
request  the  attention  of  the  House  is,  tbe 
supply  of  the  viK^Dciesy  pr  to  provide  ibr 


those  cases  where  tbe  hundred  can  procure 
no  substitute,  which  inability  may  accrue 
from  a  great  varietv  of  causes.  In  siich 
circumstances,  tiie  bounty  is  to  be  made 
over  to  the  Colonel,  who  is  to  pay  the 
limited  sum  he  so  receives  for  the  more 
limited  service  he  requires ;  that  is,  that 
the  recruiting  parties  he  employs  are  to 
procure  men  for  this  particular  service; 
iuid  regulating  the  quantum  of  bounty  to 
the  nature  of  the  duty,  no  pernicious  com- 
petition will  arise,  as  the  larger  bounty 
will  always  be  given  for  enlisting  into  the 
regular  army.  There  must,  in  a  country 
like  this,  where  the  sources  of  comfoit  and 
enjoyment  in  life  are  so  well  understood, 
be  a  great  variety  of  persons  who  will  enlist 
for  a  much  smaller  bounty  into  a  tempo- 
rary service,  ^ut  who  would  not,  for  any 
emolument  whatever,  engage  for  life  in  a 
military  occupation.  Thus,  I  conceive,  I 
leave  undisturbed  the  mode  of  recruiting 
now  employed,  an4  I  add  a  new  mode, 
which  I  will  presume  to  be  capable  of  dou- 
bling the  supply  from  the  ordinary  sources. 
— Such,  Sir,  is  the  nature  of  the  plan; 
the  tendency,  I  flatter  myself,  is  to  im- 
prove and  enlarge  the  regular  army,  by 
presenting  novel  expedients  for  the  pur^ 
pose,  and  then  to  conduce  essentially  to 
the  means  of  internal  defence,  and  exter* 
nal  warfare.  It  has  been  justly  complain- 
ed, that  the  measures  for  this  purpose 
lately  resorted  to,  so  materially  interfere 
with  each  other,  that  they  successively  ob- 
struct whatever  is  adopted:  it  has*  been 
my  endeavour  to  avoid  this  error,  and  to 
combine  the  several  parts  of  this  extensive 
system  in  such  a  way,  that  a  mutual  co- 
operation may  be  produced,  and  that  what 
is  good  and  eligible  in  itself  may  be  ren- 
dered better  and  mora  desirable  by  this 
connexion.  Objections  have  been  stated 
to  the  introduction  at  the  time,  of  any 
great  scheme  of  improvement  in  the  ser« . 
vice ;  it  is,  however,  true  that  the  moment 
of  public  difficulty  is  often  the  crisis  of 
pul;>lic  improvement ;  the  sense  of  danger 
inspires  men  with  a  portion  of  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm which  enables  them  to  surmount 
the  obstructions  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded, and  they  are  capable  of  per- 
forming what,  under  otl^er  circumstances, 
they  could  scarcely  contemplate.  What 
is  now  recommended,  seems  to  me  benefi- 
cial, whether  the  country  be  exposed  to 
the  horrors  of  war,  pr  in  tlie  enjoyment 
of  tbe  blessings  of  peace.  In  the  present 
circumstances  of  Europe,  should  hostiliues 
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'terminate,  the  permanence  of  sucli  a  situa- 
ttoii  would  depend  upon  the  respectable 
«tate  of  your  peace  establishment,  more 
than  on  any  other  circumstance:  this  I 
'felt,  and  I  recommended  on  a  recent  oc- 
casion, the  .necessity  of  preserving  a  com- 
•petent  force.'  By  the  present  proposal, 
this  advantage  would  be  secured,  a  body  of 
men,  with  liberty  to  recruit  into  the  regu- 
lar army  would  be  provided,  and,  without 
any  ballot,  10  or  15,000  recruits  would  be 
teady  to*  supply  the  ranks  in  the  troops  of 
tlie  line,  and  able  to  act  with  them  on  the 
inost  difficult  service,  without  disgracing 
their  companions  in  the  field  of  daiiger. 
'If  all  or  any  of*  these  benefits  be  un- 
avoidably connected  \<ith  the  measure,  the 
house,  I  am  sure,  will  be  disposed  to  give 
it  an  attentive  consideration  ;  but  I  am  far 
fmm  having  exhausted  all  its  merits.  By 
the  plan  it  appears,  that  the  officers  at- 
tached to  those  provisional  troops  would 
be  those  who  are  most  capable  of  bringing 
their  discipline  to  perfection,  and  in  con- 
sequence they  win  be  much  more  ready  to 
•act  with,  the  troops  of  the  line,  than,  the 
supplies  from  the  militia,  or  from  the 
^army  of  reserve.  It  will  not  be  necessary 
to  Abandon  the  sound  maxims  of  state  po- 
4icy,  by  which  the  militias  of  G.  Britain 
'and  Ii*eland  are  confined  to  their  native 
territory,  and  the' disposeable  force  of  the 
country  niay  be  dismissed  to  those  situa- 
tions where  its  gallantry  and  conduct  will 
redound  most  to  the  advantage  and  glory 
of  the  country.  I  have,  Sir,  on  all  these 
grounds,  thought  it  right  to  resist  your 
leaving  the  chair,  to  convert  this  house 
into  a  committee  for  the  consideration  of 
the  propriety  of  suspending  the  bill  of  the 
army  of  reserve,  and  I  hope  it  will   not 

*  be  thought  that,  on  a  question  of  this 
magnitude,  I  have  intruded  too  much  On 
your  indulgence. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke. — Notwithstanding, 
Sir,  the  respect  l  am  always  disposed  to  pay 

'  to  whatever  is  suggested  by  the  right  hon, 
gent,  who  has  just  sat  dov.n,  I  must  con- 
fess, after  paying  the  most  strict  and  mi- 

'  nute  attention  to  his  reasoning,  I  hav^ 
heard  nothing  to  Influence  niy#mind  to 
postpone  the  considerution  of  the  present 
bill.  A  few  observations  on  the-  grounds 
of  the  measure  will  explain  my  meaning. 
I  before  stated  that  two  objects  were  pro- 
3>osed:  1st,  to  render*  the  internal  defence 

'  of  the  country  V^omplcte,'  which  was  of  the 

*  highest  Jmportancer*2:tHy^  to  augment  the 

*  disposeable  -force  -so^etsto  enable  us  io 


annoy  the  enemy  in  his  own  possessions; 
I  have  the  happines  to  say,  that  the  first 
object  is  completed  :  the  2d  is  the  matter 
now  to  be  considered,  and  the  plan  pro- 
posed for  this  purpose,  is  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient to  increase  the  facility  of  the  new 
levies  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  of  the 
line.  The  material  means  of  promoting 
this  appeared  to  us,  to  be  by  removing  the 
pernicious  competition,  and  by  introducing 
into  this  country  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland.  Objections  have 
been  made  to  the  latter  as  diminishing  the 
becurity  of  that  part  of  the  united  kmg- 
dom,  and  -  interfering  with  the  augtnenta- 
tion  of  the  regular  force  there.  The  po- 
licy or  impolicy  in  this  respect,  depends 
much  upon  the  influence  of  powerful  indi- 
viduals to '  supply  the  deficiency  thus  to  be 
occasioned  ;  and  after  informing  myself  on 
the  subject,  by  the  assistance  of  those  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  it,  I  do  believe 
the  means  are  competent  to  produce  the 
end  ;  and  that  the  inconvenience  to  Ire- 
land will  be  transitory,  while  the  benefit  to 
this  part  of  the  empire  is  permanent.  Put-- 
ting,  then,  that  inquiry  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  is  to  be  considered,  whether  the 
suspension  of  the  army  of  reserve  act  for 
12  months,  will,  or  will  not,  render  it 
more  easy  to  raise  the  new  levies,  by  tak- 
ing away  all  competition.  Withdrawing 
the  operation  of  this  act  for  a  time,  is  no 
acknowledgment  that  it  was,  at  the  time  it 
was  passed,  impolitic.  Certain  it  is,  that 
its  effects  l^ave  been  to  raise  a  much  largei;^ 
force  in  a  much  shorter  period  than  could 
have  been  done  by  any  other  resources 
and  the' right  hon.  gent,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  as  I  understood  him,  had  the 
candour  to  make  this  acknowledgment. 
By  this  act,  in  the  short  interval  of  6  weeks 
or  two  months,  30,000  men  were  raised 
in  G.  Britain,  and  7000  men  in  Ireland; 
but,  notwithstanding  this  success  in  the 
outset,  it  at  this  time  barely  supports  it- 
self, or  supplies  the  deficiencies  which  are 
daily  occurring  from  sickness,  desertion, 
and  other  causes.  Thus  the  benefit  is  only 
nominal,  while  the  •  detriment  is*  real,  in. 
obstructing  the  future  levied  on  which  the 
increase  of  our  disposeable  force  is  to  de- 
pend. It  is  n6t  at  all  necessary  that  gent, 
should  have  made  up  their  minds  on  the 
plans  projected  for  those  levies ;  but,  in 
whatever  way  men  are  to  be  raised,  this 
competition  must  be  destroyed.,  or  the  best 
concerted  scheme  will  be  disappointed.  If 
itiinislers.  should  persfevwe  ia  ilie  leviea,^!!, 
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a  principle  objectionable  to  the  house,  the 
money  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the 
measure  may  be  withlield,  and  thus '  it 
most  be  rendered  abortive.  Neither  is  it 
indispensable  that  the  house  should  assert 
the  inexpediency  of  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  gent. ;  bis  plan  may  be  benefi- 
cial, and  yet  it  may  be  right  to  adopt  this 
temporary  measure,  and  even  as  prepara- 
tory to  his  own.  It  is  perfectly  clear,  that 
at  least  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
is  not  calculated  to  produce  the  immediate 
augmentation  required.  Thirteen  or  14 
thousand  men  are  wanted  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency, and,  both  on  his'  scheme,  and 
under  the  existing  actj  it  is  impracticable 
to  obtain  them.  In  this  predicament,  the 
present  sciieme  is  suggested,  which  alone 
seems  competent  to  produce  the  desired 
eflfect.  The  right  hon.  gent,  states  two  ob- 
jections to  the  mode  in  which  the  levies  are 
to  be  conducted.  First,  he  says,  they  will 
be  inefiectutd,  because  low  bounties  will 
not  procure  men,  when  the  larger  remu- 
neration is  found  unproductive :  <2dly,  he 
savs,  that  the  scheme  of  compensation  by 
rank  b  inexpedient.  His  first  difficulty,  at 
least,  seems  equally  applicable  to  his  own 
proposal ;  for  if  we  cannot  procure  men 
with  the  additional  mducement  of  rai\k  to 
the  officers,  how  will  he  obtain  them  with- 
out this  incentive  I  The  bounty  proposed 
for  the  levies  has  been  announced  to  be 
lOl.  lOs.  and  21*  2s.  for  levy  money  to  the 
officers.  Gent,  may  suppose  that  it  is  not 
3ufficient ;  for  the  sake  of  argument,  let  it 
be  80^:  but  is  this  the  proper  time  to  dis- 
cuss that  particular  ?  to  the  present  ques- 
tion it  is  wholly  irrelevant.  The  object  of 
tlus  bill  is  to  facilitate  the  means  of  aug- 
menting the  army,  and  for  this  end  it  is 
proposed  to  destroy  the  competition  in 
the  market ;  this  is  the  only  subject  of  en- 
quiry, and  should  not  be  rendered  obscure 
by  extraneous  matter.  I  liope  that  the 
house  will  not  be  contented  on  this  occa- 
sion,  with  the  crude  observations  of  gent. 
however  distinguished  for  their  general  ta-^ 
leots,  who  are  not  versed,  from  educa- 
tion  and  habits,  in  military  affairs.  It  was 
the  duty  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  a 
step  of  this  kind  to  consult  his  Royal  High, 
ness  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  quan- 
tum of  bounty ;  and  the  Duke,  in  concur- 
rence with  other  officers  of  the  first  rank, 
has  considered  no  larger  compensation 
should  be  offered  in  the  present  condition 
of  tb«  service.  Of  the  same  source  of  in- 
..^fipatioDy  I  have  s^vailed  ny^self,  as  to  the 


propriety  of  the  compensation  by  rank* 
and,  therefore,  I  may  speak  to  this  part  of 
the  objection  with  the  same  confidence. 
Tlie  duty  is  to  be  undertaken  by  officers  of 
the  line,  who  are  to>advance  only  one  step 
in  rank,  and  the  number  of  men  is  to  be 
completed  within  the  period  of  6.,mouths ; 
but  if  any  further  delay  be  admitted,  the 
privilege  of  rank  is  to  be  withdrawn.  Pur- 
ther,  the  bounty,  on  no  consideration  is 
to  be  exceeded ;  and  any  officer  offending 
by  such  excess,  is  not  only  to  forfeit  his 
promotion,  but  is  liable  to  be  tried  by^a 
court  martial  for  the  offence.  The  present 
scheme  of  raising  men  for  rank,  must  not 
be  prejudiced  by  the  supposition  it  in  any 
respect  resembles  the  mischievous  system 
adopted  under  the  administration  of  the 
right,  hon.  gent,  which  had  nearly  anni- 
hilated the  British  army.  But  the  right 
hon.  gent,  says,  if  the  bill  be  ineffectual, 
why  not  repeal  instead  of  suspending  it. 
The  bill  has  been  beneficial ;  it  may  be  so 
again  under  new  circumstances,  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  prudent  to  abrogate 
it  entirely,  before  the  system  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  public  force  has  received  a 
fair,  full,  and  solemn  investigation.  What- 
ever  may  be  the  sentiments  of  gent,  oa 
particular  expedients,  it  is  the  univers^ 
opinion  that  to  increase  the  regular  force  is 
a  most  desirable  object.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  with  that  powerful  eloquence  he  has 
always  at  his  command,  has  represented 
the  humble  condition  of  continental  £u* 
rope,  and  the  probability  that  this  country 
will  be  the  foundation  whereon  the  beauti- 
ful superstructure  of  European  liberty  and 
happiness  will  be  erected ;  and  it  is  in  this 
flattering  expectation  he  has  dwelt  with 
peculiar  felicity  on  the  necessity  of  main- 
taining on  the  most  respectable  footing  the 
JBritish  army.  Tiie  right  hon.  gent,  has 
observed,  that  among  the  persons  in 
this  nation  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  great  numbers 
would  elect  to  serve  in  the  army,  if  the 
time  of  occupation  on  that  duty  were 
limited.  I  readily  admit  this  position, 
and  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  the  plan 
of  the  army  of  reserve,  and  of  the  mili- 
tia, is  consistent  with  this  principle.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  made  many  ren^arks,  with 
which  I.  am  not  disposed  to  quarrel.  He 
considers  the  militia  as  too  numerous,  and 
deems  40,000  in  England,  and  8000  in 
Ireland,  sufficient,  tie  would  have  the 
supplementaiy  militia  also  transferred  .to 
th«  Qjfcoiy  gf  resery^i  aud  then  with  these 
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assistances,  imtead  of  40,000  for  the  lat- 
ter, he  would  have  it  increased  to  64,000. 
He  says,  he  would  not  reduce  the  militia, 
bnt  he  would  not  fill  up  the  vacancies  ;  the 
vacancies  should  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  the  army  of  reserve.     On  these  matters 
1  shall  not  now  advert,  because  they  vvpuld 
lead  me  from  the  point  under  review ;  but, 
IB  Respect  to  the  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  call  upon  the  counties  for  the  men 
itistead  of  the  bounty,  I  must  observe,  the 
impossibility  of  pursuing  at  this  time  the 
•design  of  the  act  of  the  army  of  reserve, 
which  would  put  the  whole  scheme  at  a 
stand,  and  deprive  the  country- of  every* 
benc6t  from   provincial  exertion.      The 
right  hon.  gent,  next  adverted  to  the  form 
and  the  situation  of  the  public  force  ;  and 
many  of  his  remarks  were  inapplicable,  in, 
tfiis  part  of  his  speech,  from  his  not  being 
acquainted  with  what  ministers  have  done 
ih  this  respect.    The  national  regiments 
have  been  very  much    dispersed    in   the 
countries  ^here  tlie  men  have  been  raised. 
The  men  raised  in  Scotland  iiave  bpen  in- 
troduced into  the  regiment  of  the  Marquis 
-  of  Huntley,  and  what  is  called  the  Came- 
ronian  regiment;  the  Highlanders  to  the 
former,  the  Lowlandersto  the  latter.  Those 
raised  in  Ireland  have  been  very  generally 
assigned  to  the  42d  and  the  9th  regitnents. 
The  men  who  were  considered  least  fit  for 
service  have  been  thrown  into  the  battalion 
of  reservfe,^  As  far  as  possible  the  men 
have  been  apportioned  among  their  natjve 
regiments,  and  in  the  English  regiments 
they  have  been  very  much  divided,  so  that 
ibe  names  of  the  regiments  and  the  coun- 
ties in  which  the  recruits  were  raised,  cor- 
tespond.     The  plan  hinted  by  tlie  right 
hon.  gent,  and ,  followed  with  so  much  in- 
dustry under  the  administration  of  Lord 
Shelburne,  has  been  adopted  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances would  conveniently  admit;  but 
the  colonial  connections  of  this  great  mari- 
time and  commercial  country,  have  ob- 
structed, in  a  great  degree,  the  measure. 
In  the  Austrian,  German,   and    Prussian 
States,  it  can  be  carried  into  execution 
with   more  punctuality,   where  it  is   not 
frustrated  by  exterior  causes.  '  The,  right 
hon.  gent,  next  proceeded  to  his  contri- 
vance tor  maintaining  the   force  he  pro- 
^  j^cted,  and  this,  he  said,  was  to  be  done 
by  Fallot ;  a  ballot,  it  is  true,  fict  generis, 
"bbt  still  it  was  to  be  by  ballot.     If  the  in- 
dividuals on  whom  the  lot  devplved  would 
not  serve,  they  were  to  pay  a  fine ;  but  if 
they  served,  they  were  to  rcceiV^  the  same 


amount  they  wotild  otherwise  pay,  as  the 
reward  of  their  compliance.     The  ol^ect 
of  tliis  proposal  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
competition  ;  but'  I  doubt  very  much  if  it 
would  have  tliat  effect,  or  whether  it  would 
supersede  the  subscription  clubs  of  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,   complained.     I  aro 
confident  n.vtbing  but  an  act  of  parliament 
could  prevent  the  latter,  and,  if  it  were 
enacted,  I  very  much  doubt  its  utility :  it 
would  occasion  many  afflicting  examples 
of  private  distress,  and  answer  no  valuable 
purpose,  perhaps,  to  countervail  their  dis- 
advantage.    The  right  lM>n.  gent,  says  no 
one  shall  be  iselected  as  a  substitute,  but 
a  person  provided  from  tlie  particular  hun- 
dred to  which  the  lot  falls.    It  surely  must 
be  well  known  to  many  members  of  this 
house,  that  this  limitation  would  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  be  wholly  impractical 
ble.    The  other  plan  is  feasible,    which 
provides  that  no  man  shall  be  a  substitute 
who  does  not  belong  ^o  the  county  where 
the  ballot  takes,  effect,  or  in  some  adjacent 
district.      It  is,  perhaps,  a  painful  fact, 
that  we  are  constrained  in  many  cases  to 
have  recourse  to  the  principal  scene  of 
recruiting  to  the  great  manufacturing  towns 
of  Leeds,  Halifax,  Manchester,  and  others, 
which  it  would  be  eligible  to  reserve  as 
much  as  possibly  for  the  regular  supplies. 
Without  entering  more  at  large  into  tl^ 
subject,  what  I  have  advanced  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  shew  that  the  plan  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  however  it  might  be  remotely 
and  ultimately  effectual,  is  not  calculated 
to  answer  th«  prominent  object,  which  is, 
to  augment  the  army  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent in  a  very  short  space  of  time.     On 
the  contrary,  the  expedient  to  be  submit- 
ted  to   the   House   is  considered  by  the 
highest  mihtary  authorities  adequate  to  the 
completion  of  this  important  design*    If 
it  should  be  thought  that  we  are  too  san- 
guine in  the  degree  of  success  we  antici- 
pate, none  will  deny  that  ip  some  degree 
the  end  will  be  obtained ;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  this  will  be  the  capacity  of  his  Mu« 
jesty  to  apply  the  disposeable  force  to  of- 
fensive operations.      I  have  troubled  the 
house  too  long  on  a  question  which  is  re- 
ducible to  so  narrow  a  point ;  but  it  seem- 
ed improper  to  leave  the  right  hon,  gent/s 
proposition  wholly  unanswered.      On   a 
question  that  regards  the  permanent  system 
of  the  army,  it  may  be  very  fit  to  enter 
fully  into  the  merits  of  his  plan,  both  in 
a  partial  and  a  collective  view  ;  bat  I  have, 
at  thb  time,  reluctantly  embarrassed  the 
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present    enquiry    with    these    considera- 
tions. 

Mr.  Pitt  rose  to  explain  an  error  into 
which  the  right  hon.  Sec.  had  fallen,  as  in 
the  event  ot  a  difficulty  from  the  locality 
of  the  levy,  it  was  pix>vided  for  in  his 
plan.  In  certain  cases,  the  bounty  was 
given  to  tlie  Colonel  to  procure  tlie  re- 
cruit, and  ail  that  was  material  to  guard 
against  was,  that  the  bounty  for  the  li- 
mited should  not  equal  the  remuneration 
for  the  unlimited  service.  This  also  was 
provided  for. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  was  glad  that 
the  light  hon.  JSec.  in  answer  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  under  the  gallery,  had  conde- 
scended to  explain,  in  some  respect,  the 
bill  which  he  now  proposed  to  ofi'er  to  tlie 
consideration  of  tlie  liouse.     By  the  ex- 
planation such  as  the  right  hon.  gent^  has 
been  pleased  to  give,  he  has  certainly  jus. 
tified  the  charge  that  luid  been  so  fre- 
quently  brought  against    ministers,    th&t 
tiiey  had  adopted  no  (ixed  or  consistent 
plan  tti  their  operations.     By  the  measure 
now  intended,  he  tells  ns  that  he  means 
to  suspend  the  army  of  reserve,  as  he  calls 
it,  though  no  misnomer  could  possibly  be 
more  gkring  than  the  appellation  applied 
to  this'species  of  force,  as  the  result  has 
proved.     Have  we  not  been   repeatedly 
told  in  jn&tiiication  of  the  ^umy  of  reserve, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  great  means  of  re- 
cruiting the  army  ?   Have  not  comparative 
statements  been  given  of  the   recruiting 
service  at  different  periods ;  and  have  we 
not  been  told  that  the  success  of  the  re*- 
cruitiug  service,  such  as  it  has  been,  has 
been  owing  to  the  army  of  reserve  ?    Such 
are  the   advantages  which  that  gent,  has 
boasted  of  deriving  from  the  army  of  re- 
serve ;  and  yet  he  now  comes  forward  to 
suspend  this  act,  which  he  has  formerly 
stated  to  be  productive  of  so  many  ad^ 
A-aotages.     He  comes  forward  to  remoye, 
by  thk  suspension,  the  pernicious  efiects 
of  that  competition  wluch  has  been  so 
often  complained  of,  but  which  has  never 
been  till  now  admitted  by  the  risht  hon. 
gent*     He  could  not,  however,  allow  the 
aclcnowledgment  of  Uie   right  hon.  gent. 
to  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objections 
oftsred  to  the  present  bill.     He  could  not 
allow  the  acknowledgment  of  thehr  past 
errors  to  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  inca* 
pacity  of  ministers  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  country,    particularly  in   such  a 
crisis  as  the  present ;  he  would  allow  it  to 
X l)e  a  sufficient  yiaoof  that  tbey.had  ao  vi- 


goor  nor  consistent  in  their  measures; 
but  he  could  never  allow  the  perception  of 
past  errors,  so  long  and  so  obstinately  per- 
sisted  in,   and   still  professed  to  be  ad«. 
hered  to  in  regard  to  principle,  to  be  a 
proof  of  greater  wisdom  m  new  arrange-* 
ments,  which  were  so  closely  connected 
with  the  former,  that  they  must  partake^ 
in  a  very  considerable  degree,  of  their  ge- 
neral complexion.    The  measure  now  pro- 
posed does  not  go  to  abolish  the  army  of 
reserve,  which,  if  that  system  has  beeiv 
found  inefficient,  it  ought  to  do,  but  goe9 
only  to  suspend  for  a  time  its  operation. 
Either  the  army  of  reserve  is  a  good  or 
bad  system.     If  it  is  a  good  ^tem,  and 
possessed  of  all  the  advantages  which  have 
been  professed  to  be  derived  from  it,  whf> 
suspend  it  ?    And  if  it .  is  a  bad  system, 
and  by  creating  an  junfair  competiticm, 
operates  in  hostility;  to  the  increase  of.  the 
regular  army,  can  any  reason  be  given 
why  should  it  not  be  totally  repealed? 
But  ministers  perhaps  are  afrsod  to  confess 
their  weakness^     They  see  at. last  the  in- 
conveniencies  attending' the  present  armiy 
of  reserve   system,  but  are  reloctant  to 
acknowledge,  in  proper  form,  the  inutility 
of  a  system  they  have  so  often^  supported, 
and  £rom  which  ihey  have  professed  to 
deiive  so  many  ^advantages;    They  wish 
to  abolish  it,  therefore,  imperceptibly,  and 
to  avoid,  under  the  pretence  of  a  tempos 
rary  suspension,  the  noise  and  eclat  of  a 
recantation.    They  vmh  to  abolish  it  fay  a 
side  wind,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  peo. 
pie ;  as  if  the  former  system  had  not  been 
sufficiently   expensive,  the   present   plan 
now   proposed  to   be  subnhtted    to    the 
house  was  no  less  calculated  to  empty  the 
pockets  of  the  people.    That  men  conld 
be  raised  in  a  short  time  upon  any  such 
system,  was  an  erroneous  idea.     In  the 
counties  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
he  could  say,  from  his  own  observation, 
instead  of  raising  the  men  in  a  short  time, 
they  were  obliged  to-  act  illegally  in  order 
to  raise  them  at  all.  ^Had  Itey  aoted  le- 
gally   indeed,   they   would  nekher  have 
fonnd  men  nor  money.     But  if  it  is  now 
allowed  that  men  cannot  be  raised  l^  the 
army  of  reserve,  which  wfeu- formerly  stated 
to  possess  so  many  advancages,  and  vt^iicli 
is  still  allowed  to  be  efficient,  inasmuch 
as  it  18  not  intended  to  be  repealed,  to 
what  quarter  shall  we  apply  for  the  supply 
of  men  required?    If  govt,  have^^ot  been 
able  to  raise  the  necessary  supply  of  men 
by  the  operation  oii  the  0i^y  -w  j«danre 
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act,  how  shall  th^  be  able  to  raise  the 
meD  wanted^  if  the  field  is  so  exhausted 
as  to  render  ihat  act  ineffectual  ?  If  it 
was  really  necessary- to  go  into,  a  commit- 
tee on  this  subject,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a 
pro^  and  a  very  undeniable  proof,  a  proof 
vliich  those  gent,  tliemselves  recognise,  that 
all  former  measures  have  been  ineffectual. 
But  if  this  be  really  the  case ;  if  the  pro- 
per mode  of  augmenting  our  army  be  yet 
unascertained,  upon  what  principle  could 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox) 
have  been  rejected  the  other  night  ?  Did 
not  that  motion  go  to  the  adoption  of 
vigorous  and  adequate -measures,  and  to 
the  correction  of  past  inadvertencies  ? 
Was  it  not  the  design  of  that  motion  to 
•mploy  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  House 
in  adopting  measures,  to  the  exigency  of 
our  present  circumstances  ?  But  ministers^ 
by.  r^ecting  the  ofier^^had  declared  the 
present  system. to  be  complete,  and  yet 
they  come  forward  to-ttight,  and  state  it 
as  necessary  to  go  into  a  committee  on 
one  of  the  most  important  departments  of 
the. service,,  and  wliat  is  still  more,  place 
this  oeoes^y  on  the  very  grounds  urged 
by. his  hon..  friend'  in  favour  of  his  motion. 
Had  that  motion  beenr  carried,  they  sliould 
now  have  been  sitting  as  a  committee,  ^not 
only  for  investigating  the  best  means  of 
augmenting  the  regular  army,  but  of  the 
best  means  also  of  arranging  und  disposing 
©f  every  species  jof  our  force.  It  would 
appear » therefore,  from  the  arguments  of 
those  gent,  this*  night,  that  they,  did  not 
reject  the  measure  proposed  by  his  hon. 
iriend,  from  a  conviction  ojf  its  impro- 
priety, bttt  merely  to  try  their  strength, 
and  to  ascertain  wiiether  it  would  be  pru- 
dent for  them  to  continue  longer  in  their 
places.  .  But  now,  having  ascertained  this 
important  pcnnt,  they  come  forward  and 
tell  uSf  witliout  reflecting  a  moment  on 
their  former,  arguments,  that  it  will  be 
,proper  to  go  into  a  committee.  There  is 
.certamly  a  gross  relinquishment,  both  of 
principle  and  of  duty,  not  to  cull  it  by  a 
wpxse.  name,  in  the  conduct  of  the  right 
vhon.  gent.:  this.  day.  But  if  yon  do  not 
aUow  them  to  carry .  this  measure  into, 
effect,  they  will  tell  you,  you  may  as  well 
deny  them,  the  supply,  iq^  in  the  present 
.joircumstances  the  one  grant  is  as  necessary 
as  the  other.  Without  raising  men,  they 
^ell  us>  it  is  smt)09sible  to  go  on,  and  it  is 
no  lQD9ec\po^^iibk  to  raise  men  on  the  old 
,fyatem.  .It  was. for  Uiis  very  reason  he 
i>¥^IM.^^(^4t%e  measure.    If  the  army  of 


reserve  act  was  no  longer  useful,  it  ought 
to  be  repealed.     He  would  therefore  very 
willingly  give  his  vote  for  its  repeal,  but 
would    by   no    means   encourage    partial 
measures  by  voting  its  suspension,  when, 
upon  the  declaration  of  ministers  them- 
selves, it  ought  to  be  entirely  abolished. 
According  to  the  statement  so  repeatedly 
made  by  ministers,  they  intended  the  army 
of   reserve   as   a  supply  for  the  regular 
army.    This  admission  was  allowed  them, 
and  they  claimed  no  inconsiderable  credit 
from  it.     If  their  statements  then,  in  this 
respect,  were  true,  why  would  they  wan- 
tonly cut  off  those  resources,  and  suspend 
a  system  which  had  for  its  principal  object 
the  supply  of  the  regular  •  army  ?  A  dis- 
poseable   force,    and    to    a    considerable 
amount,  every  man  will  allow  to  be  ne- 
cess^y ;  any  measure,  therefore,  for  the 
increase  of  such  a  force  must  meet  with 
geperal  approbation,  though,  at  the  same 
time,    he,   for  one,  should   not  wish   to 
see  any  gri»at  disposeable  force  in  their 
hands,  from  a  conviction  that  they  would 
be  very  ill  qualified  to  make  a  proper  use 
of  it.     But  if  the  army  of  i^scrve  act 
was  calculated  to  create  this  disposeable 
force,   why  suspend  it?  And  if  it  had  a 
contrary  tendency,  wl^y  not  immediately 
repeal  it  ?  But  in  suspending  the  army  of 
reserve   act,  they  propose,  it  seems,  to 
create  a  number  of  inspectors  in  the  difTer- 
ent  districts.     What  consequences  could 
be  expected  from  such  an  •  arrangement  ? 
The   Lord   Lieutenants   of   the    different 
counties  are  certainly  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes  intended  by  inspectors,  and  even 
in  most  cases  better  qualified  than  super- 
visors of  any  description.     But  the  gent, 
opposite,  perhapSt  wish  at  the  present  cri- 
tical moment  to  create  a  greater  number 
of  places,  and  thus,  independently  of  the 
general  strength   of  the  country,  add  at 
least  to  their  own  forces.     Such  an  acqui- 
sition of  strength  was  no  doubt  desirable, 
and  at  the  present  moment,  perhaps,  abso- 
lutely necessary.     Inefficient,  however,  as 
the  army  of  reserve  act  would  now  seem 
to  be,  its  provisions,  had  not  been  carried 
into  execution,  which  was  a  still  farther 
proof  that    ministers  were    ill    qualified 
either  to  adopt  new  measures,  or  to  carry 
existing  ones  into  execution.   They  enact- 
ed  without   thought,   and    were    equally 
anxious    to    suspend   without    reflection. 
By  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  they  had  -re- 
quired the  quota  of  men  to  be  raised  at  a 
•  oertain  time,  or.  a  fine  to  be  impo8ei» 
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should  any  county  or  district  be  deficient 
in  their  number.  He  should  not  say  at 
present  whether  this  provision  was  wise  or 
not,  but  he  was  certain  it  had  not,  and 
perhaps  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be 
carried  into  execution.  ,  In  tlie  county 
with  which  he  was  particularly  connected, 
the  number  of  men  had  not  been  found, 
but  at  the  same  time  no  fine  had  been 
imposed  by  the  quarter  sessions,  as  it  was 
found  the  men  could  not  be  got.  In  reply 
to  this,  they  will  tell  us  most  likely,  they 
could  not  know  the  precise  circumstances 
of  the  different  counties,  and  migut  there- 
fore, in  some  instances,  overrate  them. 
But  had  not  they  the  same  sources  of  in- 
formation which  any  member  of  that 
House  had,  and  were  they  not  supposed 
to  have  more,  as  they  had  access  to  the 
aggregate  information  of  the  house,  when 
they  thought  it  necessary  to  call  for  it  ? 
Nor  could  he  think  at  all  more  justifiable 
the  mode  now  proposed  of  imposing  the 
fine,  not  as  the  old  one,  but  on  the  county 
at  large  ;  as,  according  to  this  provision, 
those  who  had  exerted  themselves  in  any 
such  county  would  be  liable,  and  would, 
in  fact,  be  subjected  to  the  fine,  as  well 
OS  those  who  had  not  raised  a  single  man, 
That  such  an  arrangement  would  be  un. 
fair,  required  no  demonstration.  But 
anotl^  material  objection  he  had  to  the 
measiM;  arose  from  the  idea,  that  should 
a  man  be  balloted,  and  not  have  actually 
joined  his  corps  before  this  bill  passed,  he 
shall  be  obliged  not  to  find  a  substitute, 
whatever  arrangements  he  may  have  made 
for  that  purpose,  but  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  or  to  serve  in  person.  Would  it 
be  consistent,  would  it  be  suitable  to  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  to  make  the  man, 
in  such  circumstances,  find  the  money, 
when  he  might  more  conveniently  find  a 
substitute,  when  to  find  the  one  might  be 
possible,  and  the  other  perhaps  wholly 
impracticable  ?  But  suppose  you  demand 
201.  as  the  price  of  his  exemption  ?  Ah ! 
says  the  balloted  man,  this  is  a  vast  sum, 
and  exempts  me  only  for  a  year,  I  will 
not  consent  to  it.  But,  says  the  govt,  if 
you  will  consent  to  pay  more,  it  will  ex- 
empt you  ibr  5  years,  and  what  is  still 
more^  from  the  militia  also.  What  then 
must  be  the  consequence  of  such  mes* 
sures  ?  You  thus  cut  up  not  only  the  army 
of  reserve,  but  also  the  militia,  and  in 
the  end  will  lock  up  the  force  of  the  coan- 
try.  Upon  the  whole,  he  would  vote  for 
delaying  tliis  measure  at  all  events,  that 


the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  might  haive 
time  to  bring  forward  his  measure,  which 
promised  as  a  whole  to  be  more  satis- 
.  factory.  He  would  therefore  give  his  vote 
that  the  Speaker  should  not  leave  the 
chair.  In  regard  to  the  plans  proposed 
by  that  right  hon.  gent.,  the  present  was 
not  now  the  time  to  go  into  them,  even  so 
far  as  he  had  explained  himself.  Front 
the  answer,  hdwever,  of  the  right  hon. 
Sec.  to  those  plans,  so  far  as  they  had 
been  explained,  it  must  be  very  obvious 
that  they  ought  to  be  discussed  before  the 
passing  of  this  bill,  as  the  measure  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  held 
out  advantages  which  we  have  Bot  derived 
from  any  of  the  measures  hitherto  adopt- 
ed, and  more  than  this  bill  even  professed 
to  be  calculated  to  give.  He  did  not  by 
any  means  conceive,  that  the  mode  of 
ballot  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  be  attended  with  any  inconvenience. 
It  would  not  necessarily  cut  off  our  re- 
course to  great  manufacturing 'towns  for 
the  recruiting  service.  While  others  would 
be  more  productive,  those  Sources  also 
would  be  left  equally  open  as  at  present. 
The  right  hon.  Sec.  he  thought,  had  not  suf- 
ficiently explained  how  the  two  battalions 
he  had  mentioned  were  to  be  officered,  as 
there  must  be  an  influx  of  officers,  as  well 
as  men.  The  right  hon.  gent,  by  prescrib- 
ing the  period  in  which  the  number  of 
men  were  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  rank,  had  defeated,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  object  of  this  arrangemen^t ; 
but  it  would  still  appear  more  ridiculous, 
when  it  was  recollected,  that  they  were 
not  only  obliged  to  raise  them  within  .a 
given  time,  but  not  permitted  also  to  give 
them  more  than  a  certain  specified  bounty. 
The  ministers  by  such  means  were  cer- 
tainly cutting  the  throat  of  their  own  plan. 
If  a  man  is  limited  to  a  certain  time,  he 
must  necessarily  give  the  greater  bounty. 
If  you,  therefore,  tie  up  his  hands  in  both 
respects,  you  go  very  far  indeed  to  pre- 
vent any  reasonable  hopes  of  success. 
The  hon.  gent,  then  adverted  to  the  sub- 
scription clubs  that  had  been  noticed  by 
both  the  preceding  speakers.  In  many 
respects,  he  acknowledged  he  was  against 
balloting  for  men  altogether ;  but  in  some 
instances  also,  he  would  admit  it  to  be 
expedient.  In  agricultural  counties  par- 
ticularly, gent,  /rom  the  country  must 
know,  Uiat  there  would  be  great  inconve- 
niencies  without  a  system  of  this  desqrif^- 
tion.  T^e  hoD.  gent,  then  concluded  \fj 
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giving  his  negative  to  the  motion  for  the 
^onim  I  tee,  on  the  principle,  tliat  if  the 
bill  pHbses,  the  army  of  reserve  act  can  no 
longer  exist ;  that  a  repeal,  therefore,  was 
more  proper  than  a  suspension,  and  that 
the  measure  intended  to  be  brought  tor- 
ward  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
t*itt)  was  entitled  to  a. previous  discus- 
sion. 

The  Secretary  at  JVar  declared,  that  he 
thought  the  arguments  of  the  hon,  gent, 
opposite  him  could  not,  by  any  fair  aud 
dispassionate  observer,  be  supposed  in  the 
least  to  militate,  against  the  provisions  of 
die  bill.  One  argument  of  his  was,  that 
the  measure  was  not  calculated  to  pro- 
*duce  men,  but  money.  Unless  he  consi- 
dered that  as  an  argumentum  ad  homi- 
nem,  instead  of  the  argumentum,  ad  i:ein, 
lie  thought  it  could  not  possibly  be  consi- 
dered as  any  argument  at  >all;  for  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  that  hon.  member's 
speech,  he  admitted,  that  of  40,000  men 
which  it  had  been  proposed  to  raise  by 
that  bill,  there  were  now  actually  raised 
and  embodied  to  the  full  amount  of 
30,000  men ;  and  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands,  that  of  all  the  measures  for  the 
increase  of  our  military  strength,  the  army 
of  reserve  had  procured  the  largest  possi- 
ble number  to  our  disposeable  force. 
Neither  himself  nor  any  of  his  right  hon. 
friends  wished  to  contend,  that  it  would 
.t)y  no  means  injure  the  general  recruiting 
for  the  line;  on  the  contrary,  they  only 
said  that  it  did  not  put  a  total  stop  to  the 
general  levy  for  extensive  service,  but  ad- 
mitted that  it  musti  as  all  levies  for  li- 
mited service  must,  tend  pro  tanto  to  di- 
^minish  the  recruiting  for  the  regulars. 
He  had  objected  in  such  general  terms, 
that  while  he  condemned  the  operation  ot 
that  act,  he  censured  ministers  for  bring- 
ing forward  any  thing  like  a  repeal  of  the 
law  which  he  seemed  to  think  obnoxious. 
He  did  not  positively  say  which  of  the  two 
he  thought  was  best.  Ministers,  however, 
had  not  adopted  either ;  they  had  taken  a 
'middle  course,  and  only  moved  for  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  law,  until  the 
recruiting  for  other  services  could  be  com- 
pleted. In  his  objections  to  the  nieasure 
of  suspension  in  itself,  he  had  given  it 
the  mild  title  of  a  bill  of  false  pretences. 
He  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  the  ap- 
plication of  such  an  epithet.  In  this 
branch  of  his  argument  he  seemed  particu. 
larly  to  refer  to  the  mode  of  raising  mo- 
ney, which  was  provided  for  by  the  bill. 
When  some  ol  the  counties  in  Ui8  West  of 


England,  for  instance,  had  exerted  them- 
selves with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  per- 
liaps  with  some  degree  of  succsss,  and  had 
completed  almost  the  whole  of  their  quota< 
would  any  gent,  stand  up  and  say  that  it 
was  an  act  of  justice  to  put  them  on  the 
same  footing  with  other  counties  which 
had  not  displayed  a  similar  cheerfuhiess 
of  spirit,  or  raised  a  proportionate  num- 
ber of  men  ?  The  hon.  gent,  had  also  stated 
the  inconvenience  which  must  result  to  tlwj 
house  from  a  consideration  of  the  two 
mt  asures,  that  of  the  bill  which  was  no\t' 
before  tht  house,  and  that  of  the  proposition 
which  had  been  made  by  a  right  hon.  gent*  ' 
under  the  gallery.  He  confessed  that,  for 
his  part,  lie  plainly  saw  that  very  great 
inconvenience  must  arise  from  the  circum- 
stance of  entertaining  two  questions  of 
that  nature  at  the  same  time.  The  one 
was  for  a  temporary  suspension  of  an  act 
already  established,  and  which  must  be 
considered  as  a  matter  of  experiment. 
The  other  was  for  the  adoption  of  a  new 
measure,  which  was  so  extensive  in  itself, 
ai;id  so  ample  in  its  detail,  as  to  form  suf- 
ficient grounds  for  the  introduction  of  a 
new  bill,  which  would  require  the.  most 
serious  deliberation  of  the  House.  A  par- 
ticular provision  in  the  bill  he  had  re-  ^ 
garded  as  a  job.  But  really  he  could  no;t 
s^e  how  any  thing  like  a  job  could'  be 
likely  to  be  made  of  such  a  reg0ation.. 
The  counties  that  were  particularly  defi- 
cient in  the  supply  of  their  quota  of  men, 
were  to  be  made  subject  to  the  penal 
provisions  of  the  former  statute.  To  as- 
certain the  sum  which  they  were  to  pay  , 
for  such  deficiency  or  neglect,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  inquiries  of  different  per- 
sons, no  one  of  whom  could  have  within 
himself  the  power  of  making  a  complete 
return  from  his  own  knowledge.  Some 
might  be  dead,  or  others  might  have  de- 
serted between  the  time  of  their  being 
raised  by  the  parish  district,  and  the  time 
at  which  it  was  expected  that  they  had 
entered  on  real  military  duty;  others 
might  have  been  discharged  after  they 
had  been  sent  to  join  their  regiments,  tor 
this  purpose,  he  thought  that  it  was  abso- 
lutej^r  necessary  that  so  fie  gent,  of  re- 
spectability should  be  appointed  to  a  ser- 
vice which  was  so  essential  to  the  public 
interest,  and  so  diversified  in  its  functions. 
There  was  one  question  to  which  the  hoti. 
gent,  appeared  to  attach  the  greatest  iuv 
portance ;  that  was  the  payment  of  fines 
by  the  county  at  large.  He  evidently  con- 
sidered that  the  law  was'  intended  to  (ie 
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the  same  in  that  respect  as  the  militia  laws. 
Ill  the  militia,  the  deficiencies  were  to  be 
reckoned  as  so  much  fine  upon  the  county, 
it  was  true.  The  army  of  reserve  act 
also  levied  the  penalty  off  the  county  in 
the  first  instance;  but  it  provided  that 
the  money  should  be  afterwards  eventually 
paid  by  the  parish  which  was  deficient. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  stated  some  objections 
also  to  the  instructions  to  officers,  who 
had  to  raise  a  certain  number  of  men  for 
a  certain  rank  in  the  army.  That  might 
be  made  a  separate  question,  no  doubt,  if 
any  hon.  member  should  think  fit  so  to 
do,  but  it  surely  had  no  connection  with 
the  immediate  question  before  the  house, 
namely,  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  army  of  reserve  suspension  bill. 
As  lo  the  justice  of  the  case,  considered 
on  the  score  of  propriety,  raising  a  certain 
number  of  men  within  6  months,  that  was 
an  object  for  the  officers  themselves  to 
look  to  when  they  saw  the  instructions. 
If  they  thought  the  length  of  time  was  not 
of  sufficient  duration,  they  could  very 
easily  avoid  entering  into  such  an  engage- 
ment. The  instructions,  however,  were 
«ot  so  rigidly  adhered  to,  as  totally  to 
preclude  ministers  from  extending  the  pe- 
riod in  which  any  given  number  of  men 
was  to  be  raised,  according  as  the  circum- 
stance^ of  the  case  might  warrant.  If  it 
appeared,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  army 
of  reserve  act  stood  in  the  way  of  those 
levies,  or  the  general  recruiting  for  our 
disposeable  force,  that  circumstance  could 
not  be  fairly  urged  as  an  argument  against 
the  suspension  of  the  bill.  It  surely  must 
be  considered  as  an  act  of  justice  to  these 
gdut.  to  remove  an  obstacle  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  tlieir  raising  their  quantity  of 
men  within  the  period  limited  ;  and  above 
all,  it  must  be  a  measure  of  the  greatest 
utility  at  the  present  moment,  to  suspend 
Uie  operation  of  any  measure  which,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  tended  to  lessen  the 
general  recruiting  for  our  armies.  In  a 
ver)-  populous  district  in  the  country,  he 
knew  it  for  a  fact,  that  persons  in  but  mo- 
derate circumstances,  had  paid  iJOl.  sooner 
than  enter  into  the  army  of  reserve  as 
substitutes,  which  they  might  have  done  at 
the  time,  and  have  received  401.  He  by 
Bo  means  wished  to  state  that  these  objec- 
tions were  generally  to  be  met  with,  but 
it  wto  sufficient  to  shew  that  some  tempo- 
rary suspension  of  the  law  was  necessary. 
The  proposition  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  gent. 
could  only  be  decerned,  at  present)  a  matter 


of  experiment.  Considering  the  present  mea- 
sure in  the^ame  point  of  view,  it  most  cer- 
tainly was  entitled  to  some  claim  of  prio- 
rity ;  and  the  house  would  recollect  at  the 
same  time,  tt'«at  nothing  was  now  intended 
to  be  done  which  would  totally  destroy  the 
good  efi'ects  of  the  army  of  reserve  act, 
but  that  the  measure  was  brought  forward 
as  the  means  of  accelerating  the  increase 
of  our  disposeable  force.  If  any  other 
system  was  to  be  adopted,  it  might  be  the 
object  of  future  discussion,  without  inter- 
rupting  the  progress  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Fox, — Sir ;  it  is  pretty  extraordinary^ 
after  all  the  house  has  formerly  heard  in 
support  of  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  in 
opposition  to  the  arguments  of  those  who 
resisted  it,  amongst  other  measures,  as 
one  of  those  which  tended  to  impede  the 
recruiting  service  of  the  country,  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  should  now  come  forward 
with  a  bill  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
act ;  acknowledging  it  to  have  failed,  in  a 
very  considerable  degree,  of  the  efficacy 
expected  from  it,  and  that  it  so  totally 
ceased  to  be  productive  for  its  purpose, 
that  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  abandon 
it,  and  resort  to  some  otlier  measures. 
Considering  therefore,  the  army  of  reserve 
bill  completely  and  substantially  deserted 
by  those  who  were  formerly  its  most  strenu- 
ous advocates,  and  their  palpable  acknow- 
ledgement, that  other  measures  were  be- 
come necessary  to  give  any  hope  of  effect- 
ing the  purposes  to  which  that  bill  was 
directed,  the  resistance  now  given  in  limine 
to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  right  hon, 
gent,  under  the  gallery,  is  somewhat  un- 
accountable. Notwithstanding  the  neces- 
sity so  strongly  urged  upon  a  former  night, 
by  the  right  hon.  sec.  for  deferring  the  bin 
to  this  day,  in  order  to  the  preparation  of 
certain  clauses  which  he  seemed  to  think 
of  material  importance,  yet  in  the  whole  of 
his  answer  to  the  right  hon,  gent.'s  plan,  and 
in  the  general  view  he  has  taken  of  the  objects 
of  his  own,  be  has  not  thought  proper  to 
say  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  those  clauses. 
Before  I  enter  more  minutely  into  the  na- 
ture and  tendency  of  the  bill,  I  feel  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  con* 
duct  of  those  who  introduced  it.  From 
the  exulting  manner  in  which  this  bill  was 
first  broua;ht  forward,  and  maintained 
against  all  opposition,  one  would  have 
thought  that  his  Majesty's  ministers,  after 
having  failed  in  every  other  attempt  at  re« 
cruiting  the  public  force  to  the  extent  ne- 
cessary for  our  security,  had  discovered  in 
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ibis  bill  something  like  the  philosopher's 
stone.  According  to  them,  the  bill  has 
done  wonders  unparalleled  in  recruiting 
the  anny:  the  repeal  of  it  now  is  to  effect 
still  greater  wonders ;  and  the  future  ire vi- 
val  of  it  is,  I  suppose,  to  produce  the 
greatest  wpnder  of  all.  At  length,  it 
'seems,  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  found 
out  that  the  high  bounty  offered  under  tlie 
army  of  reserve  act,  does  a  little  interfere 
with  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army,  for 
so  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  just  sat  do^vn 
admits :  I  do  not  wbh  minutely  to  bind 
either  him  or  his  colleagues  to  any  words 
that  passed  in  former  debated  on  this  sub* 
ject,  "  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  folly 
thereof;*' 'but  I  must  remark,  that  when  in 
preceding  discussions,  this  observation  was 
made  to  them,  it  was  directly  and  expli-  \ 
jcitly  denied.  They  hitherto  have  con- 
stantly maintained  that  the  army  of  re- 
serve was  no  impediment  to  the  recruiting 
of  the  general  army ;  and  produced  I  know 
not  how  many  accounts  to  prove  the  vali* 
dity  of  their  assertion.  Now,  if  this  really 
was  the  case,  it  is  obvious  the  suspension 
they  propose,  will;  in  fact  and  in  truth, 
effect  noiliiug  at  all ;  and  if  the  suspension 
have  no  effect  now,  hitlierto,  it  would  ap- 
pear, the  act  itself  must  have  been  of  little 
6r  no  use.  But  let  us  attend  a  little  to 
that  argument^  and  hear  how  they  explain 
themselves.  The  array  of  reserve,  they 
say,  has  produced  great  and  beueiicial 
effects,  but  it  is  now  worn  out,  and  has 
exhausted  all  its  force.  What  is  it  they 
mean  by  this  ?  Is  the  army  of  reserve  act 
to  be  considered  as  analogous  to  animal  na- 
ture ?  Is  it  like  a  horse,  for  instance,  that 
after  long  labour  finds  its  strength  and 
power  decay  ?  If  so,  1  perfectly  understand 
what  they  mean,  when  they  say  all  the 
forc^  of  the  army  of  reserve  act  is  ex- 
hausted. I  should  rather,  however,  con- 
ceive this  act  would  fall  with  more  truth 
under  a  different  class  and  description  of 
beings ;  that,  for  example,  it  would  bear 
a  greater  resemblance  to  a  pump  or  a  well, 
wluch  being  exhausted,  are  of  no  farther 
use ;  not  that  the  mechanism  is  rusty,  or 
out  of  order,  so  tl)at  it  will  not  work,  but 
tjie  water  itself,  which  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  draw,  is  entirely  gone,  and 
completely  used.  What  would  be  the  na- 
tural step  in  such  a  case?  To  stop  the 
source  of  consumption  and  let  the  water 
ilow  in*  But  what  do  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters do  ?  They  complain  the  sour^f  is  ex- 
fiausted^  and  yet  tUey  want  it  to.be  more 


productive,  lliey  stop  this  pump,  indeed, 
the  army  of  reserve,  but  immediately  apply 
to  the  same  spring  another  of  larger  draught. 
The  army  of  reserve  act  is  declared  inca- 
ble  of  completing  its  original  quota,  which 
it  has  reached  within  a  few  thousands,  and 
yet,  according  to  the  views  of  ministers,  its 
suspension  is  to  open  a  source  to  supply 
1 8,000  men,  on  terms  far  more  unfavour- 
able as  to  quantity  of  bounty  and  extent 
of  service.  This  plan,  according  to  them, 
is  to  restore  the  lost  powers  of  tlie  spring. 
1'iie  machinery  is  to  work,  and  the  water 
flow.  But,  says  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
has  just  sat  down,  let  us  consider  the  order 
of  our  proceeding.  To  this  I  certainly 
I  have  no  objection.  According  to  this 
mode  we  shall  observe,  tlmt  the  army  of 
reserve  act  began  with  raising  men  for  a 
j  limited  service,  at  an  almost  unlimited 
price.  Now,  say  ministers,  it  has  done  all 
it  can,  we  have  got  13,000  men.  Its 
powers  are  exhausted,  and  we  caii  get  no 
more.  Let  us,  however,  see,  if,  by  dimi* 
nishing  thebountyi  and  enlarging  the  ser- 
vices, we  shall  not  be  more  successful. 
Now,  in  my  apprehension,  Sir,  nothing 
can  be  more  preposterous,  and  contrary  ' 
to  all  experience  than  this  process  of  or- 
der, so  confidently  appealed  to.  To  minds 
otherwise  constituted  than  those  of  his  Ma- 
jesty sministejs,  it  would  seem  the  natural 
course  of  things  rather  to  begin  with  sn>aU 
bounty  and  enlarged  services ;  and  when 
their  efforts  became  unproductive,  then  to 
enlarge  the  pne  and  limit  the  other.  Mi- 
nisters, however,  have  gone  exactly  con- 
trary to  this  mode,  and  set  all  experience 
and  judgment  (in  this  subject  at  defiance.  On 
what  is  it  possible  that  they  can  ground  any 
hopes  of  success  with  Respect  to  this  plan  ? 
The  army  of  reserve  act  has  already  pro- 
duced 13,000  men.  Ministers  have  all  along, 
on  every  occasion  on  wh^^h  the  subject  has 
been  discpssed,  said  that  the  bill  produced 
more  men  than  could  have  been  produced 
by  any  other  method.  II ow  then,  and  by 
what  means,  when  this  most  operative  act 
is  suspended,  are  they  to  get  32,000  men  ? 
Is  it  by  tlieir  tiew  plan  of  giving  rank?!  If 
this  has  any  effect,  it  must  be  by  a  corres- 
ponding increase  of  boiinty,  which  they 
profess  to  forbid ;  in  what  way  can  it  other- 
wise have  any  effect,  and  if  that  is  resort- 
ed to,  then  that  competition,  under  apo- 
ther  form,  is  introduced,  which  they  think 
it  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  general 
service  should  be  abolished  ?  In  fact,  how 
can  any  thing  ^Isa  be  expected  I  ^ut»  saj^ 
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they>  vie  forbid  any  addijtional  boadty  to 
be  given.  Is  it,  liowever,  likely,  is  it  pos- 
sible, that  injuDction  will  or  can  be  fol- 
lowed  by  young  men  eager  and  ardent 
after  rank,  and  who  may  have  nearly  ac- 
complished their  object?  Within  the  time 
they  allow,  six  months  only,  many  active 
and  enterprizing  young  men  may  have 
nearly  got  their  quota.  Can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  they  will  let  all  the  expence  and 
trouble  they  may  have  been  at  become  of 
no  use,  for  want  of  a  few  remaining  men 
to  make  up  their  quota  ?  Surely  that  con. 
elusion  can  never  enter  into  |he  mind  of  any 
one.  Ministers  themselves  must  know  it  is 
not  likely.  It  is  rather  to  be  expected  that 
officers  will  follow  the  example  of  an  hon. 
friend  of  mine,,  who  gave  500l.  to  men, 
half  of  which  were  rejected.  With  tempta- 
tions so  strong,  it  is  ridiculous  to  say  we 
shall  order  them  not  to  increase  the 
bounty  beyond  the  stipulated  allowance. 
Obedience  is  impossible.  So  inconsistent 
and  contradictory  to  (heir  own  views  and 
objects,  are  the  plans  and  measures  they 
introduce !  Till  this  moment,  when  they 
propose  to  suspend  its  operation,  the  army 
of  reserve  act  was  always  denied  to  have 
that  eflfect  on  the  general  recruiting  service 
for  which  they  now  contend,  and  on  which 
assumption  of  fact,  they  have  uniformly 
acted  in  spite  of  all  admonition  from  us, 
until  this  late  period  of  the  war.  With 
regard  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt),  on  account  of  which  it  i?  pro- 
posed to  defer  the  suspension  of  the  army 
of  reserve  act,  the  right  hon.  gent,  though 
he  opened  it  with  his  usual  ability,  has  not 
enterexl  into  so  minute  ^a  detail  of  its  par- 
ticulars, as  he  probably  will  when  he  fi- 
nally submits  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house.  In  what  he  has  stated,  however, 
I  see  many  parts  of  which  1  highly  ap* 
prove,  an*d  perhaps  some  of  which  I  may 
not  think  quite  so  favourably.  Such  as  it 
is,  ministers  themselves  say  it  is  fit  to  be 
considered  on  some  future  occasion.  If 
so,  what  pretence  have  they  to  proceed  in 
their  present  plan  of  suspending  the  act,  on 
which  it  is  meant  to  be  engrafted  ?  By 
suspending  that  bill,  they  at  once  cut 
dowi^  the  plan  under  the  feet  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  which  aims  at  improving  and 
rendering  it  more  productive  and  eflCectual. 
Admitting,  as  ministers  do,  tha^;  this  plan 
is  worthy  of  consideration,  they  will  not 
wait  till  it  is  brought  forws^rd,  but  pro- 
ceed in  another  plan  of  their  own  to  re- 
(^t  the  army,  ai^d  draw  from  the  right 


hon.  ^nt.  the  very  means  of  ^stahUshing 
his.  Ihey  put  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  # 
whimsic^  situation,  which  reminds  me 
of  i;<^hat  I  have  lately  seen  adv^rtised^ 
*•  a  speech  intended  to  he  spoken."  Such 
will  be  the  case  with  ^e  right  hon.  gent* 
if  you  deprive  him  of  the  means  by  whicli 
his  plan  may  be  i*endered  effectual.  That 
plan  is  one  which  I  generally  approve  of* 
In  one  proposition  I  heartily  concur,  that 
in  case  of  ballots,  it  would  be  fit  to  give  a 
bounty  to  the  person  drawn,  in  case  be  * 
came  forward  to  serve  in  person*  With 
regard  to  the  objection  made  to  clubs  of 
persons  subscribing  money,  as  an  tnsur* 
ance  against  being  drawn  by  ballot,  I  know 
not  upon  what  principle  they  should  be 
done  away.  )Vhen  a  set  of  men  wish  te 
bear  another  m^n  harmless,  I  can  see  ne 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
enable  him,  by  a  small  subscription,  to 
procure  a .  substitute,  when  the  bountief 
for  recruits  are  small,  as  they  ought  to  be» 
I  cannot  see  how  clubs  of  this  descriptioa 
are  enabled  to  pay  a  larger  bounty  than 
certain  individuals  who  may  happen  to  be 
drawn.  I  know  no  reason  why  these  clubs 
should  be  discouraged ;  1  sdways  thought 
they  could  not  be  touched,  and  I  have  al-r 
ways  looked  upon  them  as  highly  merito-> 
rious  and  useful.  When  a  man  is  drawn 
by  ballot,  he  has  a  right  to  send  a  substi* 
tute  to  serve  for  him,  and  money  must  be 
had  for  that  purpose ;  but  I  >never  heard 
of  an  act  which  said  five  men  shall  not  pay 
five  pounds  each  to  procure  a  substitute 
for  one  among  the  number  who  may  hap* 
pen  to  be  drawn  ;  but  that  they  are  to  toss 
up  in  order  tp  determine  who  among  t^m 
shall  pay  the  twenty -five  pounds.— No  w^ 
Sir,  with  respect  to  the  bill  which  has 
been  offered  to  you  this  night,  some  of  his 
majesty's  Ministers  tell  us  they  wish  it  maf 
be  postponed  for  the  present;  that  they 
will  have  no  objection  to  its  being  brouglMt 
forward  at  some  other  time ;  but  they  de 
not  say  when  that  time  will  be.  They  are 
afraid  of  it  at  the  present  moment ;  but 
when  they  contemplate  the  measure  at  a 
distance,  they  see  nothing  terrible  in  it*. 
This,  Sir,  reminds  me  of  the  dialogue  be- 
tween Partridge  and  Tom  Jones,  in  whicli 
the  latter,  wiithaview  of  removing  the  £dan^ 
which  his  companion  felt  at  the  idea  of 
going^to  battle,  tells  lum  that  all  men  musi 
die  sooner  or  later ;  upon  which  tlie  for« 
mer  replied,  '*  that  is  very  true,  but  I  hope 
it  will  be  many  a  long  di^  firsts"  In  the 
same  mftun^  di4  tb^  qiwstei^  appear  no( 
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4o  dread  this  measure,  any  more  than  Par- 
fridge  dreaded  death ;  Jjrovided  it  may  be 
tut  off  to  an  indefinite  period.  The  right 
l;on.  gent,  proposes,  that  efficacious  mea- 
fcures  for  recruiting  the  army  should  be 
iriade  a  general  ingredient  in  the  defence 
bf  the  country.  But  ministers  say,  some 
iime  or  other,  such  a  plan  maybe  adopted ; 
but  the  present  is  not  the  time  for  doing 
«o.  The  proposition  now  before  the  house, 
resolves  itself  into  this  question,  whether 
J?ou  shall  give  credit  to  the  declarations  of 
those  men  who  have  exhausted  the  army 
df  reserve; .  and  whether  you  think  the  bill 
they  have  brought  before  the  house,  will 
be  the  means  of  increasing  the  force  of  the 
fcountry,  which  the  other  bill  could  not 
do  ;  or  whether  you  will  adopt  the  bill  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  gent.?  I  can- 
not conceive  any  other  ground  on 
which  the  bill  now  before  the  house  can 
be  supported,  except  that  of  confidence  in 
ministers,  who  are  the  authors  of  it.  A 
right  hon.  gent,  has  said,  that  we  ought 
not  to  object  to  the  suspension  of  the  army 
of  reserve,  because  we  opposed  the  mea- 
sure itself  at  the  time  it  was  introduced. 
This  can  be  no  argument  against  the  line 
of  conduct  we  now  pursue ;  for  although 
it  is  possible  that  ex^ry  proposition  com- 
ing from  the  present  ministers  may  be 
wrong,  it  is  not  impossible  that  all  they  do 
may  not  be  right.  I  do  not  say  tliat  every 
thing  they  do  is  wrong;  but  the  great 
point  in  which  they  appear  to  me  to  be  de- 
licti ve  is,  that  they  do  not  stand  on  any 
system,  in  any  of  the  measures  they  have 
brought  forward.  With  rpgard  to  the  sub- 
ject  now  before  the  house,  they  appear 
nev€r.to  have  examined  the  proper  mode 
of  recruiting  the  anny  ;  they  cannot  take 
in  all  the  principles  which  may  belong  to 
the  subject  at  different  times.  Ministers 
Purely  cannot  think,  that  any  good  will 
come  out  of  their  bill ;  and,  before  we 
proceed  any  further  in  it,  I  think  we  ought 
to  hear  what  the  otheh  plan  is,  in  order 
that  the  best  possible  measure  may  be 
adopted.  After  what  the  house  has  wit- 
nessed in  the  conduct  of  the  present  minis- 
ters ;  after  having  seen  thefn  like  conjurors, 
ftbifting  from  one  thing  to  another,  acting 
on  principles  of  deeJeptidn ;  at  one  time 
preferring  an  army  of  reserve,  at  Another, 
raiding  volunteers,  then  checking  Ihem, 
&c.;  I  say,  after  all  these  things,  I  enter- 
tain nb  doubt  but  that  the  house,  unless  it 
thinks  these  ministers  supernaturdl^  must 
object  to  .yow  leaving  the  chair% 


Lord  Casthreagk  said,  he  was  sensible  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  he  must  rise 
CO  discuss  any  subject  upon  which  tlie  ta- 
lents of  the  right  hon.   gent,  who  opened 
this  debate,  had  been  previously  employed, 
lie  had  attended  to    the  plan   which*  his 
'  ight  hon.  friend  had  this  night  proposed, 
ds  well   as  to   the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
nember  who  had  just  sat  down  ;  and  the 
principal  difficulty  he  felt  was,  to  offer  any 
thing  new  upon  a  subject  which  had  been 
so  often  previously  and  recently  discussed 
n  this  house ;  but  though  he  should  feel  it 
lis  duty  to   oppose  the  nsotion   fpr  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  he  felt  no  re- 
luctance that  those  discussions  should  take 
place,  which  must  daily  teach  his  Majes- 
y's  ministers  to  feel  more  deeply  the  mili- 
tary exigencies  of  the  country,  and  to  sift 
Lhem  to.  the  bottom,  in  order  thereby  to 
be  the  better  enabled  to  meet  them  with 
effect.     lie  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the 
anny  of  the  country  was  now  become  the 
most  important  part  of  our  system.     His 
Majesty's  ministers  were  at  no  time  insen- 
iible  to  the  principle  so  frequently  urged 
from  the  other  side  of  the  house,  that  it 
was  most  desirable  to  increase  that  branch' 
of  the  public  force  called  the  troops  of  the 
line;  but  so  suddenly  did  the  dangers  of 
the  country  press  upon  them,  and  so  for- 
cibly did  they  feel  the  necessity  of  provide 
ing  effectually  for  our  security  at  home,  in 
the  fi i-st  instance,  that  they  felt  it  a  duty 
indispensable    to    adopt,  without    delay, 
every   measure   that   promised    the   most 
speedy  effect  in  raising  every  branch,  of  the 
public  force  to  its  highest  pitch ;  and  this 
they  had  effected  to  an  extent  heretofore    • 
iniparalleled  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
They  had  by  no  means  lost  sight  of  the 
necessity  of  providing  a  dispeseable  force 
for  external  operation,  our  internal  secu- 
rity being  first  provided  for;  but  in  doing* 
this,  they  judged  it  advisable,  before  they 
proceeded  to  raise  any  new  regiments,  first 
to  fill  up  the  old.     To  this  purpose,  the 
measure  of  the  army  of  reserve  had  been 
•minently   serviceable,    for  in   the  short 
pace  of  six  weeks,  no  less  than   13,000 
men  were  added  to  the  troops  of  the  line 
by  its  operation.     This  purpose  so  far  ef, 
fected,  the  next  step  to  which  his  Majes- 
y's  ministers  proposed  to  proceed,  was  the 
raising  df  18  new  regiments.     But  though 
the  army  of  reserve  had  already  produced 
more  men  within  a  shorter  ghen  period  than 
xny  measure  that  ever  was  projected,  yeV 
IS  it  now  ceased  to  be  any  furthcF  opera'** 
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live,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  suspejnd 
its  operation,  and  try  other  methods.  It 
might  he  asked,  why  not  come  to  Parlia- 
ment sooner  with  a  proposition  of  this 
kind,  and  endeavour  to  release  the  re- 
.  cruiting  service  from  the  impediments 
thrown  in  its  way  by  the  present  bill  ? 
The  answer  was,  because  they  felt  it  would 
be  unpardonable  to  propose  any  alteration 
in  a  measure  which  had  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  until  they  had  tried  it 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  had  the  most 
authentic  documents  to  prove  it  unpro- 
ductive:- and  having  now  those  proofs  duly 
authenticated,  they  felt  it  their  duty  to 
come  forward  with  the  application.  His 
light  hon.  friend  had  this  night  come  for- 
ward with  the  proposition  of  a  system,  not 
njerely  affecting  the  army  of  reserve,  but 
aflecting  every  branch  of  the  whole  mili- 
.tary*  system  of  the  country;  a  plan  so 
widely  extensive,  and  comprehending  so 
many  important  topics  for  minute  consi- 
deration and  discussion,  tliat  he  should 
feel  it  presumption  for  any  man  to  say  he 
could  suddenly  make  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject.  When  his  right  hon.  friend  near 
him  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  only  a  proposition 
upon  the  mere  branch  of  the  militia  to 
propose  to  the  house,  he  thought  it  of  too 
much  importance  to  call  upon  the  house 
suddenly  for  its  discussion ;  and  he  there- 
fore felt  it  his  duty  to  have  the  bill  printed 
and  circulated  through  the  country,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  duly  considered  by 
the  deputy  Lord  Lieutenants  of  the  several 
counties,  and  all  persons  concerned  in  its 
operation  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  sug- 
gestions before  it  came  forward  foradoption* 
How  much  more  necessary  would  it  be, 
then,  for  the  more  extensive  proposition 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  this  night,  to  have 
the  most  full,  deliberate,  and  cool  consi- 
deration, before  it  could  be  laid  before  ihp 
house  in  the  shape  of  a  bill.  Conside^^- 
ing  the  importance  of  so  very  extensive 
and  complicated  a  topic,  he  was  convinced 
it  could  not  be  brought  into  operation  for 
several  months ;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  operation  of  this  bill  was  not  sus- 
pended, very  deprecable  consequences  must 
necessarily  accrue  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice*  which  he  was  confident  it  must  be 
the  desire  of  every  member  of  that  house 
to  prevent*  But  it  was  scarcely  possible, 
he  was  confident,  that  the  measure  pro. 
posed  by  his  right  horn  friend  this  night 
could  undergo  the  necessary  deliberation, 
a&d  be  shaped  iato  an  operative  measurei 


before  \h^  expiratioa  of  the  yAor,  at  iskm 
end  of  which  time  the  .  army  of  reservf 
bill  expires.  Uncjer  the  existing  bjlt 
32,000  men,  it  was  true,  had  beea  r^|se4 
in  6  months;  but  would  the.  House  thi^njjp 
it  advisa'ble  to  co^itinue  a  bill»  no  longef 
found  effectivej  at  the  risk  of  not  pror 
curing  2,000  men  in  6  months  more  ?  for 
his  own  part,  he  always  preferred  a  forq^ 
of  the  nature  of  the  army  of  reserve,  muca 
before  one  in  the,  shape  of  the  militia; 
and  he  was  bortie  out  in  this  opinion  by 
authorities  much  more  conversant  than  be 
was  upon  military  subjects.  He  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  an  army  of  ^4,000 
troops  of  reserve,  with  40»000  mihtia, 
was  much  superior  to  an  army  of  40,000 
troops  of  reserve,  and  74,000  militia. 
He  differed  materially  from  other  parts  of 
the  proposed  plan,  and  especially  that  of 
suffering  the  militia  to  decrea3e(  before  aa 
adequate  force  was  substituted  in  its 
room  ;  and  be  thought  the  bill  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  near  him  fully  adequate  to  the 
purpose  of  effectually  promoting  the  re- 
cruitii^  service  for  the  line.  He  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  measure  of  rer* 
cruiting  by  parishes,  if  it  co^ld  be  done 
without  embarrassing  nwigistrates.  or  cre- 
ating frauds,  but  still  he  would  rather  pre- 
serve two  strings  to  his  bow,  least  one 
should  fail.  Ihe  hon.  gent,  who  spoke 
last,  towards  the  end  of  his  speech  had 
charged  his  Majesty's  ministers  with  fre- 
quent changes  of  system,  and  alterations 
of  their  measures.  It  was  true,  they  had 
felt  the  necessity,  under  the  pressure  of 
public  exigency,  to  resort  to  a  variety  of 
measures  for  the  prompt  increase  of  the 
public  force  ;  but  when  they  found  those 
measures  cease  to  have  their  original  ef- 
fect, they  had  modified  them  as  experi- 
ence produced  occasion.  It  would  be  pre- 
sumptuous to  say  those  measur«s,  sepa- 
rately, were  not  liable  to  criticism ;  but 
he  would  venture  to  assert,  that  the  ge- 
neral system  pursued  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters was  right,  and  had  produced  a 
force  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  the 
country. 

Sir  James^  Pultene^  felt  it  necessary  to 
declare  his  opinion  upon  assertions  whicd 
had  been  made  in  the  course  of  discus- 
sion on  topics  respecting  the  public  forcOt 
in  which  it  was  maintained  that  militia 
troops  might  be  rendered  equal  to  troops 
of  the  line  for  home  defence,  and  thai 
great .  length  of  time  was  not  necessary  tp 
Ijivf  troops  the  uetiessary  d^r^e  of  dmpi* 
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Mmeto  £t  them'fof  real  service  in  the 
fcld,  for  that  raw  levies  had  fought  equal 
16  Veteran  troops,  and  achieved  splendid 
yictoriies,  particularly  in  Egypt,  where  so 
tinich  ^OTJ  was  won  by  the  forces  of  this 
country.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to 
ileny  ihesc  arguments ;  from  the  nature 
erf  the  service,  it  Was  impossible  that  the 
^cipline  of  troops  could  be  so  well  car- 
Tied  on  in  militia  regiments,  as  regiments 
t)f  the  line,  under  veteran  officers,  who 
did  not  assume  a  military  life  merely  for 
amusement,  or  the  spur  of  a  temporary' 
occasion,  but  who  embraced  it  as  a^  pro- 
fession, and  made  it  the  study  of  their 
fives.  He  considered  it  impossible  to  ofr 
*cer  effectually  an  army  of  6o,000  militia 
from  the  gentry  of  the  country,  and  thought 
it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  convert  our 
ioiilitia  soldiers,  as  far  as  possible,  into 
troops  of,  the  line,  fo^  the  effectual  de- 
ience  of  the  country,  as  it  was  not  -so 
much  upon  the  nrnnber,  as  upon  the  good- 
ness of  our  troops,  that  our  security  de- 
2)ended;  and  with  Respect  to  the  beha- 
^our  of  our  raw  levies  in  Egypt,  he  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  many  very  young 
troops  from  Ireland  and  Scotland,  but 
that  the  principal  part  of  our  force  was 
composed  of  veteran  soldiers,  of  which 
th^  garrisons  of  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and 
Malta;  formed  a  principal  part. 

Mr.  Windhani  expressed  the  satisfaction 
tc  felt  to  find  his  opinion  as  to  the  policy 
of  reducing  the  -militia,  seconded  by  aij 
authority  so  respectable  as  that  of  the  hon. 
officer  who  had  just  sat  down,  and  his  right 
hon.  friend  who  proposed  the  amendment. 
It  was  an  opinion  which  he  had  long  since 
declared  in  that  house,  and  it  was  among 
many  opinions  which  he  had  heard  highly 
censured  at  the  time  they  were  originally 
mentioned,  but  which  afterwards  made 
their  way,  and  were  adopted  even  by  their 
former  censors.  With  respect  to  the  bill 
i>efote  the  house,  he  confessed  that  it  was 
of  such  a  nature  that,  whether  the  object 
^ere  to  continue  to  modify,  to  suspend,  or 
to  repeal  it,  he  could  not  give  it  his  entire 
{y)probation.  If  it  could  be  made  out  that 
Wn  could  not  be  had  by  any  other  means 
*than  by  the  ballots  acted  upon  under  this 
bHl,  then  the  case  would  be  otherwise, 
'and  the  continuance  of  it  might  be  an  ad. 
"disable  measure.  But,  if  it  was  asserted, 
that  though  it  had  produced  a  certain 
'number  of  men,  it  could  produce  no  more, 
3(rhy  then  was  it  not  repealed  ?  As  it  was 
IHoC  «\reu  iniiuaaied  that  it  wouki  produce 


any  more  men,  the  mere  suspension  of  the 
measure  struck  his  mind  as  the  most  un- 
reasonable way  of  disposing  of  it.  The 
noble  lord  had  boasted  of  the  accommo- 
dating spirit  of  ministers,  that  they' had 
occasionally  yielded  to  different  principles 
and  systems,  and  that  to  protect  them- 
selves from  being  condenme^  by  any 
party,  they  alternately  atquiesced  in  the 
recommendations  of  each;'  but,  in  the 
instance  of  the  bill  betbre  the  house,  they 
seemed  disposed  to  lake  a  middle  course — 
neither  to  abolish  an  act  which  was  cpm- 
plained  of,  and  justly,  as  tending  to  injure 
the  recruiting  for  the  regular  army,  by  high 
bounties,  &c.,  nor  to  continue  that  which 
other  gent,  stated  to  be  the  best  mode  of 
providing  men.  No ;  Ministers  resolved 
that  this  army  of  reserve  act  should  be  sus- 
pended; that  it  should  neither  live  nor 
die ;  but  that  it  should  remain  as  a  kind 
of  ghost,  and  remain  like  otlier  ghosts  in 
ferrorem,  for  tha  purpose  of  extorting  mo- 
ney. No  one  could  be  satisfied  with  the 
purpose  of  the  ministers,  and  the  puHic 
must  be  particularly  discontented-  It 
would  involve  a  considerable  injustice,  for 
it  was  not  proposed  to  make  any  distinc- 
tion between  the  district  which  had  fur- 
nished their  quotas  to  the  army  of  reserve, 
and  those  which  had  not :  and  it  was  still 
farther  objectionable,  as  it  would  interfere 
with  the  plan  of  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
proposed  the  amendment.  This  bill  of 
suspension  was  liable  to  another  objection, 
which  would  not  altogether  apply  to  a  pro- 
position of  repeal ;  namely,  that  it  would 
keep  alive  the  memory,  and  encourage  the 
hope  of  large  bounties,  an  evil  than  which 
nothing  could  so  materially  injure  any  plan 
of  recruiting  for  the  regular  army.  What 
ministers  proposed  to  gain  from  the  foture 
renewal  of  this  bill,  compared  with  this 
obvious  loss,  he  could  not  imagine.  But 
suppose  they  were  determined  to  persist  in 
the  bill  before  the  house,  what  argument 
of  any  force  couW  they  offer,  against  the 
delay  proposed  by  the  mover  of  th^ 
amendment,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
time  fully  to  prepare  the  measure  he  had 
announced  his  intention  of  proposing  in 
the  committee  on  this  bill ;  a  measure 
which  possibly  might  be  such  as  even  the  ^ 
supporters  of  the  bill  would  be  disposedL 
upon  examination,  to  give  way  to  ?  n 
the  motion  submitted  by  his  hx)n.  friend  on 
Monday  last,  had  been  acceded  to,  the 
plan  described  in  the  course  of  this  even- 
ing by  the  right  hou«  mortr  of  the  amend* 
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ment,  might  have  been,  with  every  gth^r 
proposition,  connected  wit^h  tj^  dd'(9^Qe  of 
the  couiHry,  discussed  in  the  cQAii»jttec* 
which  it  was  the  object  of  that  mption  to 
institute,  and  there  would  have  bee^  no 
reason  for  pressing  this  ameudmept ;  but 
ministers,    by  opposing  the  former,  h^d 
rendered  the  latter  necessary,  in  prder  ^o 
examine  tlie    project  of   his  right   hqn. 
friend  under  the  gallery.     In  some  pp,ns 
of  this  plan,  as  he  upderstpod  it  from  his 
right  hon.  friend,  he  agreed,  and  of  others 
he  entertained  his  doubts ;  but  thQse  do^bts 
arose    in   part   from    this    circumstance, 
tliat  he  took  a  different  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  tlmt  he  agreed  entirely  with  hie 
hon.  friend,  (Mr.  Fox)    with   rc^p^ct   to 
the  plan  of  our  defence* .   }i\9  opmipn  de- 
cidedly was,„  that  the  country  should  tru^t 
to  a  regular  army  principally,  and,  ii>  ad- 
dition to   that,    to  what  was  terpied  an 
armed  peasi^ntry.     This  regular  army,  he 
was  convinced,    could    find    mpre    tlian 
enough  of  recruits,  to  advance  it  to  any 
necessary  number  if  the  impediments  were 
removed   which  Ijad  been  throwu   iu  ►  its 
way   by  the  measure^  of  ministers.     Qf 
this  sentimeni  he  was  satisfied,  that,  -tipt- 
withstandiug  all  tlie  various  euiplpymients 
%vhich  pur  manufactures  ^nd  agriculture 
furnished;  suificjeut  recruits  could  be. ob- 
tained  without  prtyudice  to   either,    and 
that  our  army  might  be  fendered  foripirfa- 
ble  in  numbers,  and  respectable  m  cljara^* 
ter,  particularly  if  the  idea  were  adopted, 
which  he  had   of^en   mentipfied  ia  that 
house,  and  which  tjie  best  military  authp- 
rities   recommend,  pf  raising  men  for  a 
limited  period  of  service  for  a  certain  term 
of  years. — ^The  right  hon,  gent,  repeated 
his  recommendation,   that  the  postpone- 
ment required   by  tlie  hon.  mover  of  the 
amendment  should  be  acceded  tPf     The 
authority  of  his  right  hpn.  friend  entitled 
his  wish  to  the  con>pliance  of  ministers 
and  to  the  assent  of  the  house,  especially 
peeing  that  no  sensible  inconvenience  cpuld 
result  from  the  delr-y  lie  required ;  seeing 
ftlso,  that  in  the  committee  tliere  would  be 
an  opportunity  of  fully  canvassing  the  na- 
ture of  his   right  hon.  friend's  plan,   to 
ascertain  how  far  it  pould  be  engrafted  on 
the  stock  pf  the  army  of  reserve  bilL    It 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  an  injus- 
tice to  his  right  hon.  friend   to  resist  his 
IBiotion  tor  delay,  and  the  house  should 
concur  in  the  amendment  if  it  were  only 
on  this  principle,  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  at  lea^t  proposing  somiethiug  against 
Vol.  II. 


uothing— that  be    wa?   endeavouring  ^o 
check  iu  their  niiean^rings,  those  miakv 
tera  whp  yrere  perpetually  Opppai^g  them^ 
aelv^s-r-th^  end^  of  who^  QiQf^ure9  caaat 
jolti^igTigainst  e^ch  pther ;  those  miaisten 
who.  were  continually  reeling  to  and  fro 
like  dru^nken  wen — who  ip  one  «3ieasure 
generally  cpunteracte^  anpther,  as  the  line 
of  argument  they  adopted    on  one  day^ 
frequently  refuted  that  which  they  pursued 
on   the  preceding;    always  investigating, 
never  deciding ;  there  i^  ^c^rcely  one  mea-* 
sure  they  repeated  to,  that  did  not  involve 
a  renunciation  of  their  former  opinions, 
and  an  ^doptipn  of  tl>osB  they  had  opposed, 
it  might  be  now  said  by  luiuisters,  thai 
they  knew,  ^i  the  tini^  tli?  s^xmy  of  reserve 
bi^  was  enacted,  tlvit  it  would  very  mtuch 
injure  the  recri^itipg  fpr  the  regular  firroy; 
that  they  were  i^ware  of  the  evil  it  wtmid 
produce ;  hut  why  did.  th^  ftot  say  so 
tlien  ?  Np,  on  the  ^ppti^a^y  tliey  denied  it  | 
ai>d  ppw  th^  the  coas^wences  were  felt^ 
they  u^ed  a  different  Iw^uageiw    They  in* 
si^tqd  tJbe^t  they  Ibire^aw,  h^i  they  studiimE-^ 
\y  ponce^ilf  d  th^ir  foresight  i  )ind  they  re«» 
probated  thp^  who  ventured  to.  prophecy 
ih^t  which,  th^y.  ^hem^elwes.  wsre  luow 
foro^  to  cpnf§§§.      Tb^y   who   fiarotpid 
^hese  things,  wer^  de^f^ibed  by  ministers 
as  ipere  thepri^^s ;  and.  it  was  awerted  that 
the  practical  effects  wp^Jd  be  ^od  to  re« 
fute  their  idec^s  ;^.but  whp  w^rfi found  to  be 
mistaken  ?  The  atteq^t  snade  in  this,   a» 
well  as  in  other  inst^ncei,  to  put  down  the 
opinions  held  )^^he  hpn.  gent  with  whom 
he  acted,  had  puJy  served  to  corroborate 
apd  justify  thps<;  opinions ;   Jike  certain 
plants,  the  more  it  was  attempted  to  cru^ 
them  the  tnpre  they*  prospered  and  grew.**^ 
Recurring  to  tbenati^re  of  iVIr.  Pitt's  plan, 
the  right  hon^  gent^  contrasted  some  of  it$ 
parts,  particularly  th»t  respecting  the  re* 
gulations  of  bounties,  witli  the  provisions 
of  the  atroy  of  reserve  9«t.     Tlie  latter,  he 
contended,  h^  ceased  to  produce  more 
men,  npt  fpr  the  reasons  stated,  not  be- 
ci^se  there  was  np  mpre  men  to  be  had«-* 
for  if  that  were  the  case,  why  expeot   to 
raise  more  by  any  other  measure  f  No,  ia 
point  pf  fact,  the  army  of  reserve  act  has 
met  the  fate  that  ever  attends  measures  that 
are  too  rigorous  ;  as  it  happens  with  penal 
le.ws,  when  they  become  too  severe,  they 
Jose  their  effect,  no  person  being  willing 
to  execute  them ;  so  with  the  army  of  re- 
serve act— it  was  so  odious  that  no  officer 
cpuld  be  found  to  p^it  it  into  execution. 
The  pQpple  were  adveJrae  to  it,  the.stomac^ 
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oftbe  country  loathed  it,  »and  this  was  the 
cause  of  its  failure.  That  failure,  therefore, 
should  not  induce  any  apprehension  that 
plenty  of  men  were  not  to  be  had  for  the 
regular  army,  if  the  recruiting  were  to  be 
unimpeded  and  properly  conducted. — ^The 
right  hon.  gent,  adverted  to  the  frequent 
mention  imide  by  ministers  of  the  gross 
amount  of  our  (jubiio  force,  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  in  an;ns :  but  he  would  ask 
them,  could  they  seriously  mean  to  urge 
that  HS  a  claim  to  merit  on  their  par-t  ? 
Were  they  aware,  that  they  were  by  such 
mention  pronouncing  their  own  condem- 
nation ?  for  they  had  conlrived  by  their 
conduct  to  pnt  the  country  in  such  a  state 
of  desperation,  that  every  man  was  forced 
ta  feel  the  necessity  of  struggling  for  hi? 
own  protection — and  in  truth,  indepen- 
dently of  the  impulse  of  patriotism,  the 
alarming  state  of  (he  country  was  such  as 
to  suggest  to  mfen  the  propriety  of  coming 
fcrward  for  the  safety  of  their  own  lives, 
their  family,  and  their  property.  Such  had 
l»en.  the  eftect,  and  ministers,  therefore, 
instead  of  talking' of  4^0^000  men  ready 
to  st^nd.  forth  for  the  country,  might  speak 
of  60  many  millidns — of  in  fact,  every  man 
capable  of  contributing  any  assistance  to 
avert  the  public  danger.  But  u^re  they 
who  '  created  the  •  danger,  and  who  were 
incapable  of  directing  the  spivit  it  called 
forth,  to  repel,  •  much  less  to  destroy  it, 
entitled  to  lay  claim  to  merit  ?  Certainly 
not. — The  noble  lord  had  stated  that  mi- 
nisters had  resbrled  to  plans  calculated  to 
please  all  parties,  and  that  they  now  said, 
,**  gentlemen,  you  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain,- for  we  have  given  you  all  sorts  of 
-measurt^s, '  and  specimens  of  all  sorts  of 
systenis.'^  But  then,  added  'the  right  hon. 
gent,  it  did  not  follow,  because  ministers 
gave  variety,  that  therefore  Ihey  should 
satisfy ;  for  tlM>ugh  there  might  be  good 
and ;  bad  in  variety,  it  might  happen  that 
the  whole  of  the  variety  would  be  bad — 
and  so  it  did  with  respect  to  the  measures 
xjf  ministers.  The  right  hon.  gent,  con- 
cluded with  strongly  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  in  order  that 
liis  right  hon.  friend's  plan  might  be  ejJa- 
mined,  to  see  whether  upon  so  bad  a  stock 
jtts  the  army  of  reserve  act,  any  thing  effi- 
cient could  be  grafted.  At  all  events  he 
was  persuaded  that  notliing  was  likely  to 
he  worse. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. — Sir  ; 
I  will  detain  the  house  but  for  a  very  short 
time.    The  right  fao.u.  gent.  who.  has  just 


sat  oOwn,  has  alluded  to  some  opinions 
thrown  out  by  an  hon.  general  on  the  same 
side  of  the  house,  with  ret^ect  to  the  mili- 
tia; to  the  extent  of  which,  although  1  do 
not  fully  subscribe,  yet  I  think  it  in  some 
nfieasure  necessary  to  advert  to  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that  they  are  not 
precisely  of  that  stanip  and  character  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the 
floor.  That  hon.  general,  in  speaking  of 
the  militia,  has  admitted  that  they  were 
an  excellent  description  of  military  foice, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  asserted,  thatibr 
active  military  operations,  they  could  bear 
no  comparison  with  the  regular  army. 
The  right  hon.  g^nt.  on  tlie  many  occa-^ 
sions  tliathahas  had  occasion  to  allude  to 
that  part  of  our  national  defence,  has  de- 
scribed it  as  insufficient,  un military,  and 
ridiculous,,  (a  loud  cry,  of  No!  No  !)  at 
least  such  was  my  conception  of  what  he 
then  said,  and  I  am  coiilident  I  am  hot 
singula!*  in  my  opinion.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  present  measure^  whiit  does 
that  right  hoiiVg^ht.  do  ?  why»  Sir,  he  bb- 
jectd  to  the  postponement  of  it,^  for  no. 
other-  reason"  that  I  can  collect  frdm  his 
long  speech,  but  that  he  wishes  for  its  re- 
peal. Other  gent,  and  a  very  considera-' 
ble  number,  1  fear,  object  to  it  n'pon 
grounds  more  consistent  than  that  pf  the 
riglit  hon.  gent,  and  his  particular  friends  j 
but  I  trust  that  a  little  consideration  of  the 
subject,  will  remove  from  their  minds  much 
of"  the  doubt  they  entertain  with  regard  to 
it.  What,  Sir,  is  the  object  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  army  of  reserve  act  ?  Why, 
Sir,  it  embraces  that  most  desirable  of  all 
objects;  that  object  in  the  promotion  of 
which  men  of  all  parties  have  concurred, 
the  augmentation  of  your  regular  army. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  has  frequently  disap- 
proved of  the  operation  of  that  act,  as  af- 
fecting the  regular  recruiting  of  the  army. 
I  will  not  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  it 
does  not  interfere  in  some  respects  with 
it,  but  I  can  never  admit  that  it  impedes 
it,  to  the  'extent  that  is  asserted  by  him. 
Sir,  the  country  has  e>?perienced  very 
great  advantages  from  the  adoption  of  that 
act,  and  the  subsequent  operation  of  it. 
The  hon.  g(  nt.  has  even  the  candour  to 
avow  it.  It  has  produced  to  the  country 
no  less  than  37,000  men,  among  whir;}i  is 
to  be  reckoned  a  disposeable  body  of 
12,000.  These  advantages  it  is  our  wish 
to  continue  to  the  country,  and  we  think 
we  cannot  better  arrive  at  that  desirable 
end,  than  by  a  temporary  suspension  of 
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what  has  ceased  to  produce  the  effects  that 
it  was  originally  formed  for.  My  right  hon. 
/riend,  the  Sec.  of  State,  wrote  officially  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenaiits  to  encourage  the 
purposes  of  that  act,  a^id  notwithstanding 
all  tiie  retonnnendation  it  received  from 
them,  nutwitlistanding  the  spirit  and  dis- 
posiiion  of  jLhe  magistrates  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom  to  give  it  all  the  aid  and  ad- 
vancement in  their  power,  ever  since  tlie 
men  til  of  Nov.  last,  the  inconveniences 
resulting  from  it,  have  by  far  expeedcid  the 
advantages,;  although,  previous  to  that 
period,  the  benetit  derived  to  the  country 
from  its  operation,  oat-balanced  consi- 
derably its  disadvantages,  which,  I  admit, 
were  neither  few  nor  unimportant.  It  was 
not  originally  a  measure  of  choice  with  his 
majesty's  govt,  but  it  was  forced  on  them 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try. The  immense  number  of  volunteers, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  400,000  men ; 
the-^ZOCOOO  that  were  drawn  from  your 
population  for  recruiting  of  the  army  and 
navy,  rendered  it  an  act  of  necessity*?— of 
urgent,  inevitable  necessity,  and  such  a  mea- 
sure as  never  would  be  resorted  to  but  under 
the  pressure  of  that  necessity.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  follow  tlie  right  hon.  gent,  above 
me  (Mr.  Pitt)  through  all  the  details  of 
the  complicated  plan  he  has  opened  to  you, 
but  I  have  one  great,  and  to  my  niind,  de- 
cisive objection  to  offer  to  it,  and  that  is, 
that  it  tends  to  the  creation  of  a.^reat  and 

fermanent  military  establishment.  Sir, 
for  one,  will  never  give  my  consent  for 
placing  a  greatt  portion  of  the  community 
under  the  control  and  inspection  of-  offi- 
cers, who,  however  individually  respecta- 
ble, should  not  be  vested  with  the  power 
and  the  opportunity  of  continually  teasing 
and  soliciting  the  persons  under  their  con- 
trol, to  engage  for  general  service.  There 
were  also  other  causes  which  lately  im- 
peded the  recruiting  service.  The  time 
was  happily  unfavourable  to  it ;  I  say  hap- 
pily, because  the  cheapness  of  provisions 
removed  that  necessity  to  seek  for  sub- 
sistence, that  the  lower  classes  of  society 
always  experience  in  time  of  scarcity,  and 
the  200,000  men  that  were  enrolled  into 
the  army  and  navy,  left  scarcely  a  dis- 
poseable  person  in  the  country.  As  to 
that  part  of  the  plan  which  proposes  the 
comretting  of  regiments  with  particular 
counties,  although  I  always  speak  with  dif- 
fidence on  military  matters,  yet  I  am 
obliged  to  dissent  from  it,  because  not  suf- 
ficiently taking  into  consideration  the  va- 
rieties of  character  of  the  different  manu- 


facturing,   agricultural,    and   commercial 
counties,  I  think  it  is.likely  to  produce  ex- 
treme  inconvenience,    and   scarcely   one 
practical  advantage.     Upon  the  whole,  I  > 
can  discover  nothing  in  the  plan  to  induce 
m^  to  give  my  consent  to  defer  the  present' 
measure.     Now,  Sir,  much  has  been  said 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  floor,     Mr, 
Windham)  and  by,  those  who  co-operate 
with  him,  respecting  the  spontaneous  zeal 
which  hks  been  manifested  by  the  country, 
^o  much  to  its  hono'ur,  and,  I  trust,  as 
much  to  its   advantage.     Sir;   my   noble 
friend  has' well  explained  what  our  senti- 
ments on  that  subject  are.     lie  has  said, 
and  truly  said,  that  the  zeal  of  the  country 
was  a  voluntary  aid  afforded  to  the  govt, 
at  a  critical  period  ;  and  that  the  only  me- 
rit that  govt,  claimed,  was  that  of  having 
givQn  a  beneficial  direction  to  a  great  pub- 
lic principle.  :  The  zeal  of  the  country,  I  . 
confess,,  has  amply  conferred  on  ministers 
the  meana  of  providing  lor  our  domestic: 
defence.    But  w^as  it  that  spon  aneous  zeal, 
which  enabled  govt,  to  hold  in  blockade 
every  one  of  the  enemy's  ports,   from  the 
Te:<iel  to  the  Adriatic  ?  Was  it  that  spon- 
taneous zeal,  which  enabled  the  executive 
govt,  to  effect  greater^ conquests  within  the 
tirst  six  months  of  the  war,  than  have  been 
atchieved  in  almost  the  same  number  of 
campains  in  former  wars  ?  That  zeal  I  will 
acknowledge,  and  acknowledge  with  grati- 
tude, has  given  us  that  description  of  force, 
which  that  right  hon.  gent,   holds  cheap, 
the  hearts  and   hands  of  400,000  volun- 
teers; but,   at  the  same  time,  1  will  take 
the  liberty  to  sayi   that  zeal  has. not  given 
us  all  the  means  that  ba^e  been  so  success- 
fully applied   in   ma  ntaining  the  honour 
and   the    interests   of  the   empire.      The 
right  hon.  gent,  has  often  dwelt  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  promoting  t.ie   recruiting   ser- 
vice.    But  does  he,  cad  he  suppose  that 
is  to  be  accomplished  by  one  mode  only  ? 
Would  he  have  been  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult of  the  means  suggested  by  that  ?  l*am 
persuaded  he  would  not.     The  right  hon. 
gent,  well  knows,  that  it  requires  various 
measures  to  draw  out  the  population  of 
the  country,  and  to  induce  a  change  in  its 
habits ;  that  the  means  which  have  been 
successful  at  one  time,  may  cease  to  ope-* 
rate  in  the  same  way  ;  and,  therefore,  that 
of  necessity  different  means  must   be  re- 
sorted to.     At  present,  this  country  pos- 
sesses a  greater  military  force  than  any  in 
the  world,  and  much  greater,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  than  the  enemy  we  have  njost   to 
apprehend  frdp,  can  oppose  to  us.     That 
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force  would  n^tftr  haV6  existed  td  tHte  eit- 
tent  that  it  doei,  if  it  was  not  diversified. 
,Tlie  army  of  reserve  act  has  operated  a 
sufficient  length  pf  lime,  no  present  ad- 
vantages resak  from  it,  and  1  therefore 
think  it  ipould  be  judicious- to  try  what 
ihe  temporary  suspension  of  it  may  d6, 
towards  increasing  th^  dispostoble  force  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  WMhttm  expl^ned,  by  declaring, 
that  he  had  never  ap|>lied  the  ridiculous 
expressions  attribiitfed  to  him,  toof  any 
tiling  like  them. 

Mr.  Cmnhtg,*—!  shall  not  detail  the 
house  by  discussing  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion at  this  late  hour;  but>  Sir,  the  speech 
of  tire  right  h6n.  g^nt.  who  has  just  sat 
down,  has  so  ak^red  the  grouhd  on  whidi 
the  bouse  is  going  to  vote,  or  rather  has 
so  completely  disclosed  what  teinisters  Stu- 
diously concealed,  that  I  cannot  forego 
tim  opportunity  of  ^xposiftg  the  real  ob- 
jection of  that  right  hoh.  gent,  to  the  plan 
suggested  by  my  right  Ifon.  friend  (Mr. 
Pitt.)  The  colkagues  of  thst  fight  hon. 
gent,  have  admitted  that  thfere  were  some 
thingi  in  the  plan  qf  my  right  hon.  friend 
Worthy  of  consideratibn,  and  said  they 
tfiight  be  fk  subjects  to  be  adopted  at 
Some  future  time;  but  the  right  hon.  gent, 
js  quite  at  variance  with  his  colleague^, 
and  dees  notliing  in  the  plan  but  the  great- 
est mischief.  He  wishes  to  throw  every 
odium  and  obloquy  upon  it,  and  to  endea- 
vour tb  conviiKe  the  people  of  England, 
that  its  object  is  to  raise  a  regular  force  by 
ballot  for  foreign  service,  contrary  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  commented 
upon  by  every  candid  man,  contrary  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  corh- 
mented  upon  by  his  own  colleagues,  by 
the  whole  house.  He  would  represent  it 
as  ^  plan  hostile  to  the  constitution,  arbi-. 
trary  in  its  principles,  and, in  itsopemiion 
oppressive  to  the  people.  And  mark.  Sir, 
by  what  candid  and  delicate  traits  he  at- 
tempts to  give  it  this  colouring,  and  main- 
tain this  constructioili.  He  says,  the- act 
^ill  expose  nien  raised  by  ballot,  to  be 
importuned  to  engage  in  foreign  service. 
Tkie  right  ho6.  gent,  be  who  has  just  pro- 
posed a  bill  to  enable  the  militia  of  Ire- 
land to  extetid  their'  ^rvkte  be^'ond  the 
terms  upon  which  tliey  were  raised,  and 
contrary  to  the  original  nature-  of  their 
establishment,  now  comes  forward  and  . 
arraigns  the  proposition  of  my  right  hon.  ■ 
friend,  as  an  unconstitutional  mode  of 
iucreasitig  the  regular  force  b^  a  modifica- 


tion of  the  krmy  of  reserve.  Surely,  after 
advisitig  the  extension  of  the  service  of 
the  Irish  militia,  it  is  inconsistent  for  the 
right  hon.  gent,  to  condemn  the  plan  of 
my  right  hon.  friend,  and  to  say  in  limine* 
that  it  is  a  plan  to  raise  men  upon  unjust 
.pretetrces.  I  ask,  Sir,  if  this  be  decent } 
I  ask  if  it  be  not  a  gross  misconstruction 
of  my  right  hon.  friend's  plan  ?  The  col- 
le^ues  of  the  right  hon.  ^ent.  have  not 
said  so.  They  say  the  plan  is  wortRy  of 
consideration,  but  that  this  is  not  the  pro- 
per time.  Nay,  my  noble  friend  (Lord 
Castlerfeagh;  says  he  hopes  the  time  will 
come  when  lie  can  approve  its  adoption  ; 
and  the  reason  l\e  assigns  is,  because  he 
wishes  to  have  two  strmgs  to  his  bow,  and 
I  hope  the  time  Will  come  when  the  noble 
Lord  will  realize  his  wishes.  My  right 
hon.  friend  says,  he  wishes  to  taks  the 
skeleton  of  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  to 
give  it  body  and  substance,  and  to  infuse  • 
into  it  life  and  soul :  but  the  Sec.  at  War 
says,  "  no ;  bring  forward  your  measure, 
we  do  not  want  to  undermine  your  plan, 
we  oiAy^  mean  to  take  away  the  foundation 
from  it."  But  the  right  hon.  tl>e  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  differs  from  them 
both.  He  dislikes  rtie  whole,  whether  as 
a  present  or  a  futu;-e  measure,  dn  thd 
ground  that  it  is  hostile  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  adverse  to  the  liberties'  of  the 
pfeople.  Those  who  vote  for  the  question 
must  be  convinced  that  the  plan  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  is'  bad,  and  that  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  hurry  the  business 
through  the  house,  in  order  that  they 
may  take  away  the  foundation  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  says  is  essential  to  his 
plan,  and  without  which  he  cannot  bring 
it  forward.  But  it  is  not  merely  of  want 
of  candour  1  have  a  right  to  complain. 
It  is  inconsistent,  surely,  in  ministers  lo 
praise  the  army  of  rescr\'e  bill  at  the  very 
time  they  wish  to  destroy  it.  Their  con- 
diict,  in  this  respect,^  retnmds  me  of  th^ 
story  of  the  goose  that  laid  the  goideu 
6ggs.  A  fooU^h  boy  was  advised  to  kill 
the  bird,  hoping  to  get  ^  quicker  and 
larger  supply  of  the  eggs  than  usual.  So 
with  the  bill.  It  ti  praised  as  having  beea 
productive,  and  this  is  the  ohly  reason  as* 
signed  for  wishing  to  destroy  it. 

Mr.  Basfard  9p6kfi  against  the  amend- 
ment. His' only  objection  to  the  bill  was, 
that  it  did  not  go  far  enough ;  that  instead 
of  only  suspending,  it  did  not  repeal  th« 
^hny  of  reserve  act  entirely.  There  wer* 
many  reasons  for  getting  rid  of  it,  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


313]     PARL.  debates,  Ai^ftiL  25,  n04.^Army  of  Rtfserve  Su^fishii  Sill.    fSU 


Argued  much  more  powerfully  than  the 
most  persuasive  eloquence  could  do  for 
its  continuance;  He  had  seen  fathers  and 
mother^  nay,  whole  families,  in  the  great- 
est agony  and  disftress  to  proctire  a  substi- 
tute for  a  child,  or  other  near  relative, 
«irawn  for  the  army  of  Reserve.  It  was  a  \ 
measure  (^tAy  to  be  resdrted  £o  in  case  of 
liecessity;  but  no  necessity  now  existed  in 
a  degreie  commensurate  with  the  misery 
i<4HCh  the  measure  induced.  Instead  of 
being  afraid  of  invasion,  it  wad  tile  anx- 
ious wish"  of  the  people  that  the  enemy 
should  come,  because  they  were  confident 
of  sQceess.  For  his  own  part,  if  a  greater 
force  were  necessary,  he  would  rather  in- 
crease the  navy  than  the  army;  and  he 
was  su^e  the  hon.  gertt.  (Mr.  Fox),  from 
his  constitutional  principles,  and  the  jea- 
lousy which  he  consequently  entertained 
of  a  standing  army,  must  be  of  the  same 
opinion. — ^The  question  was  now  loudly 
called  for  from  every  part  of  the  house. 

Mi*.  J.  JBT.  Brotone  endeavoured  to  vin- 
dicate, at  length,  the  Chancellt)r  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  was  so  much  interrupted 
by  the  impatience  of  the  house  in  calling 
for  the  question,  that  we  could  not  collect 
the  drift  of  his  .argument.' — ^The  question 
was  again  called  for  witli  much  vehemence, 
on  which 

The  Attorney  General  rose,  and  spoke 
to  the  f;»llowing  etfect :— Sir ;  the  pain 
that  I  feel  in  intniding  myself  opqn  an 
unwilling  audience,  can  only  be  equalled 
by  the  pain  i  feel  now,  and  should  feel 
when  I  lay  down  my  head,  if  I  were  to 
suffer  the  most  unjust,  the  most  unchari- 
table misinterpretation  of  my  right  hon. ' 
fwend's  speech  to  pass  without  notice. 
Had  my  right  hon.  friend  Used  any  ex- 
presdiot^  that  could  have  borne  such  a 
construction,  instead  of  rising  with  eager- 
ness, with  vehemence,  if  the  right  hon. 
gent%  has  any  recollection  of  former  lia- 
bit6  and  connexions,  if  ever  he  called  him 
^i^id;  he  must  have  known  that  my  rigfit 
hon.  frietid  could  not  have  intended  to 
Me  the  expression  iu  such  a  sens^e,  and  he 
ought  in  candour,  m  justice,  and  in  fair- 
ness^ XX^  h^v*  given  him  an  opportunity  to 
expkdn,  iiistead  of  taking  hini  up  with  so 
much  precipitancy,  and  pronouncing  such 
a  hasty  and  p6sitive  censure.  But  I  did 
ftdt  understand  my  right  hon.  friend  to 
ftttVe  used  any  expression .  that  could  have 
bokne  th^  ihterpretation  which  the  right 
bon.  gent,  has  b<^n  prieased  to  give  of  his 
ip««ch.    My  right  Ift>n.  friend  ^id^  tliat 


one  set  of  gent,  opposed  the  bill  upon  one 
ground,  and  another  set  opposed  it  upon 
another.  Surely,  there  is  no  odium  or 
obloquy  in  this  observation.  Men  may 
fairly  oppose  the  same  measure  from  dif- 
ferent motives ;  and  sutely  to  say  sOy  does 
not  insinuate  any  thing  unreasonable  in 
their  conduct,  or  imply  censure.  My 
right  bon.  friend  says,  he  considers  the 
army  of  reserve  as  a  harsh  measure,  which 
he  would  not  look  to  as  perinanent,  and 
therefore  would  resort  to  it  only  an  a  case 
of  necessity,  and  that  he  would  not  ex- 
pose men  to  be  importuned  to  enlist  iu 
tlie  regular  army,  a  situation  in  which 
they  were  placed  in  the  army  of  reserve. 
But  this  was  far  from  saying,  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  charged,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  wanted  to  raise  a  regular 
army  by  ballot.  I  shall  now.  Sir,  say  a 
fetv  words  upon  some  observations  that 
hare  been  made  in  the  course  of  tbe 
night.  It  has  been  fiaid  tha^  ministers, 
by  admitting  the  zeal  of  the  country,  pro- 
nounce their  Own  condemnation.  If  the 
right  hori.  gent,  and  his  friends  sIwHiId 
come  into  otfice,  I  fancy  they  would  tt&t 
have  much  of  that  sort  of  condemnation; 
1  should  rather  think  they  would  have  a 
tolerably  large  share  of  acquittal.  A  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  says,  he  will 
not  dwell  long  upon  the  subject,  as  he- 
does  not  wish  to  deface  the  impression  of 
the  beautiful  variety  of  our  arguments, 
and  that  we  are  reeling  to  and  fro  like 
drunken  men ;  but  if  he  is  constantly  fol- 
lowing us  in  all  these  reelings,  if  he  \% 
constantly  opposing  every  proposition  that 
comes  from  ministers,  I  should  be  gfad  to 
know  how  he  can  be  consistent,  how  he 
can  avoid  a  participation  in  that  beautiful 
variety  for  whiqh  he  gives  them  credit  ? 
If  opposition  to  every  measure  of  ministers 
be  consistency,  I  will  allow  the  right  hon* 
gent,  is  as  consistent  as  it  is  possible  foi: 
man  to  be. 

Mr.  Canning.— ^1  rise  for  the  express 
purpo^  of  saying,  that  I  understood  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  convey  a 
direct  censure  upon  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Th6  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, — I  ris^ 
to  say,  that  there  was  nothing  in  nny 
thoughts,  nor  in  what  I  said,  to  warrant 
such  an  interpretation. 

Sir  John  WroHesky, — If  t  understand 
the  English  language,  I  must  say  that  the 
construction  is  a  lair  one.  But,  Sir,  1 
will  not  rely  on  my  own  opinion.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  "house,  whether  the  right  hon. 
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Chancellor  of  the  Ejcchequer,'  in  his  speech 
1«as  not  endeavouring  ta  throw  every 
odium  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  under  the  gallery  (Mr. 

Pitt).    I  appeal  to  the  house,  whether 

The  Speaker, — I  have  always  under- 
stood, that  when  an  hon.  member  disa- 
vows sentiments  imputed  to  him,  it  is  not 
customary  to  renew  the  imputation. 

Sir  Jo/m  Wrottesleif  resumed,  lie  said,- 
lie  conceived  himself  perfectly, in  order  in 
mentioning  what  he  did,  as  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  certamly  said  that  the  measure 
was  aibitrary,  unconstitutional,  and  tended 
to  dragoon  men  into  the  army^  Tliere 
might  be  a  beautiful  variety  in  the  system 
of  ministers,  but  there  was  something  dib- 
gnsting  in  their  arguments.  The  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Addingtbn)  had  used  the  army 
of  reser\e  act,  as  he  had  used  the  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  had  used  it  as  a 
boat  to  carry  him  sale  over,  and  then^  de- 
serted it. 

Sir  JR.  Buxton  forcibly  described  the 
evils  of  the  army  of  reserve  act  in  its  ope- 
ration, and  supported  the  motion. 

Lord  De  Blaqvkre  rose  amidst  a  loud 
clamour  for   the  question.     He   said,    if 
gent,  were  not  disposed  to  htar  him,  he 
had  better  not  speak :  but  that  he  should 
have  difficulty  to  bring  himself  to  believe, 
that  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  when  every 
thing  that  was  dear  to  man  was  at  stake, 
there  should  be  any  member  in  that  house 
x^ho  was  not  willing  to  sacrifice  another 
half  hour  of  his  rest  to  tlie  furtherance  of 
the  urgent  business  which  was  before  them. 
If,  said  he,  by  any  exertions  or  labour  of 
mine,  I   shall  add  a   single  file  of  mus- 
keteere  to  the  army  appointed   to  defend 
ws,  I  shall  think  myself  more  than  paid 
for  all  the  trouble  I   have  had. — But  first, 
his  lordship   begged  leave,    in  one  short 
word,  to  animadvert  upon  what  the  King's 
Chancellor  cJf  the  Exchequer  had  said  on 
the  speech  delivered  «o  many  months  ago 
by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham.)     \\e 
(Lord  de   Blaquiere)   was  in  the  house, 
and  treacherous  as  his  memory  at  his  time 
of  life  might  be  supposed,  it  would  not, 
he  trusted,  desert  him  upon  this  occasion. 
He  had  the  most  perfect  recollection  of 
"what   passed,   and    that   nothing  of  what 
had  been  imputed  to  his  right  hon.  friend, 
bad  ever   been  uttered  fronri  his  lips,  he 
undertook  most  distinctly  to  assert.    That 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  reprobated   the 
mode  with  which  the  militia  system  had 
been  arranged  and  conducted  by  the  mi- 


nisters of  the  crown,  he  to  the  fullest  ex-- 
tent  admitted;  but,  that  any  thing  like  a, 
sentiment    casting  directly    or   obliquely 
any  refiection  upon  the  body  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  kingdom,  he  did  most  explicitly 
and  unequivocally  deny.     Gent,   he  said, 
ought  maturely   to    weigh   sucli   charges, 
even  when  taken  up  at  the  moment,  be- 
fore  these   accusatioiis  ^  were   made  ;   but 
under  all.  the  circumstances,  lapse  of  time, 
party  spirit,  and  otlier  aggravations  com- 
bined, he  had  no  hesitation  to  say  ^nd  to 
assert,  and  he  appealed  to  the  house  and 
to  the  chair,  that  the  charge  was  not  only 
unfounded  and  indecorous,  but  unparlia- 
mentary.— He  meant  to  opi)08e  the  bill, 
and   upon  these  grounds.     His  MsLJesty's 
Sec.  of  State  had  observed,  that  tlie  use 
of  the  army  of  reserve  had  gone  by,  they    . 
could  get  no  more  men:  if  so,  if  this  was 
he  fact,  wherefore  the  necessity  of  bring-^ 
ing  in  this  bill?  The  army  of  reserve  could 
get  no  more  men,  consequen.ly  could  not 
create  the  competition  complained .  of; — 
To  raise  men  for  the  disposeable  forc^  oC 
the  country,  and  which  plan  would  soon- 
est and  best  effect  that  purpose,  was  the 
point  at  issue.     By  the  statement  of  the 
fight  hon.  Sec.  it  appeared,  that  sooner 
than  6  months  not  a  single  company  of 
these  new  levies  could  be  called  into  ser** 
vice.    '  Was  this  the  case  with  the  plan 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  men\ber  (Mr. 
Pitt)  ?   Was  there  a  man  in  the  house  who 
would  belitne,  that  with  the  sense,  spirit, 
and  exertions,  of  that  right  hon.  gent.  h« 
would  require  even  half  that  time  for  thr 
purpose?  The  plan  of  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Pitt)  was  simple,  expedient,  an^l 
practicable.      It    required   not   his    tran- 
scendant  eloquence  to  enforce  it.     Some- 
thing very  like  a  majority  of  that  house 
were  already  impressed  with  a  due  sense 
bf  its  merits ;  many  days  could  not  pass 
without  its  being  brought  into  cfibct.    But, 
said  the  noble  Lord,  what  I  contend  for 
is,  that  by  the  measure  proposed  you  will 
not  only  fail  in  raising  men  for  ai)  aug- 
mentatioh  to  the  regular  army,  but^jou 
will  cripple  that  army,  so  as  to  mak«  it  far 
less  equal  to  those  great  exertions  in  your 
defence,  which  at  this  moment  you  ar^  so 
justly  entitled  to  depend  upon.     Will  yott 
expect  these  levies  are  to  be  made  under 
the  present  terms  ?  Will  it  be  possible  to 
suppose  that  oilicers  will  get  men,  without 
giving  money  to  the  recruits  ?    Js  it  hot  a 
mockery  upon  the  understandings  of  men 
to  suppose  it  ?    Is  it  pot  holding  .out  a 
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premium  to  the  gallant  soldier  to  disobey 
the  orders  «nder  which  he  acts,  \vheii  you 
tell  him,    he  shall    not  obtuin  his   rank, 
unless  he  gets  his  men,  which  we  all  know 
are  not  to  be  got  withou|.  high  bounties, 
and  acting  in  the  teeth  of  those  orders 
which  tell  him  he  shall  give. none?    That 
he  shall  not  get  a  step  in  his  profession, 
unless  he  violates  those  principles  which 
have  met  the  fullest  reprobation  of  both 
sidles  of  this  house,  and  to  ihe  withstand,- 
ing  of  which  is  not  in  the  withstanding  of 
human  nature?  You  will,  therefore,  under 
the  system  stated,  get^  no  men.     But  this 
is  not  the  worst,     fiave  lion.  gent,  consi- 
dered, that  under  the  terms  stated  by  the 
right  bon.  Sec.  more  than  400  officers  of 
the  line  are  to  be  tiiken  out  of  the  line, 
and   locked   up  in  villages,  as   recruiting 
Serjeants,  for  the  rie^^t  6*  months  to  come? 
Four  hundred  officers,   the  best  in  your 
service,  for  the  best  they  will  be;  the  il- 
lubtrious  person  at  the  head  of  our  army, 
with  the  constant  care  and   attention  he 
has  ever  shewn  to  its  welt^re  and  disci- 
pline, will  suffer  none  but  the  most  expe- 
rienced and  deserving  to  aviiil  themselves 
of  the   advantage',   consequently  upwards 
of  400  ot  the  very  best  of  the  officers  of 
your  army  are  to  be  taken  out  of  it,  at  the 
moment^  perhaps,  of  all  others,  when  their 
services  could   least  be  spared ;  and  that 
for  a  period  of  6  months  it  is  not  left  in 
the  power  of  the  crown,  under  the  condi- 
tions proposed,  to  supply  the ,  vacancies.^ 
Sir,  this  1  look  npon  to  be  fatal  to  the 
scheme  proposed,  were  there  nothing  else 
objectionable  in  it ;  but  I  will  enlarge  no 
farther. — Another  word,  said  Lord  de  B. 
and  I  have  done.     From  every  corner  of 
the  house,   listing  for  a  term  of  yeah  is 

.pressed  by  every  gent,  who  has  spoken 
upon  the  subject.  \Vc,  the  only  country 
in  Europe  who  resist  the  policy — wt,  who 
boast  of  our  freedom,  will  be  served  by 
nothing  hfut  slaves.  Sh^w  me  the  law,  he 
desired,  which  compelled  the  practice. 
He  believxjd  there  was  none ;  and  as  to  its 
practicability,  he  begged  the  house  to  in- 
dulge him  in  the  recital  of  the  few  remain- 
ing words  he  had  to  say.  In  the  year 
176*0,  his  Majesty's  17th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons was  raised.  He  was  appointed  a 
IJeld  officer  to  it,  and  on  his  shoulders  was 
principally  lain  the  levy  of  the  regiment. 
It  was  raised  in  London,  and  having  re- 
ceived from  the  Sec.  at  War,  to  whom  he 
applied,  no  order  to,  the  contrary,  he 
listed  all  the  men  for  3  years.     In  176*3, 


being  with  the  regiment  in  Scotland,  he 
re-inlisted  them  all  again,  with  v«ry  few 
exceptions,  and  at  very  small  bounties, 
for  3  5 ears  more;,  and  in  ihe  year  1766 
he  re-inlisted  them  in  the  same  manner 
again  for  7  years  more.  The.  regiment 
was  then  sent  to  America,  and  he  believed 
it  to  be  perfectly  well  known,  that  no  re- 
giment in  his  Majesty's  service  was  ever 
more  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  con- 
duct than  the  l/th  dragoons.  The  house 
would  make  the  apphcation;  it  was  too 
late  to  say  more.  He  was  thankful  for 
the  attcniion  it  had  condescended  to  shew 
him.  He  should  of  course  vole  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Jarvis  defended  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters. He  gave  the  credit  of  the  spon-^ 
taueous  zeal  of  the  country,  in  a  consi- 
derable degree,  to  ministers,  who  had 
shewn  such  wisdom,  moderation,  and  love 
of  the  constitution,  as  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  the  country,  which  he  was 
confident  were  in  unison  with  their  feelings 
and  intentions-     - 

Sir  Rob(rt  Williams  requested  to  know, 
whether  the  plan  proposed  would  tend  to 
relieve  parishes  from  the  heavy  burden  of 
the  army  of  reserve. 

Mr.  Pilt  said,  he  had  been  so  much 
misunderstood  by  several  gent,  and  parti- 
cularly by  the  learned  gent,  near  him 
(Mr.  Jarvis), '  that  he  hoped  the  house 
would  permit  him  very  shortly. to  explain 
one  or  two  points.  It  seemed  to  be  un- 
derstood by  some  gent,  that  he  meant  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  army  of  reserve, 
without  any  mitigation  of  4ts  present  hard- 
ships. He  must  have  very  much  failed  in 
expressing  his  meaning  if  he  did  not  dis- 
tinctly state;  that  it  was  one  of  his  objects 
to  mitigate  the  liardships  of  that  bill,  both 
as  it  related  to  individuals  and  to  pa- 
rishes; that  instead  of  a  ballot,  which 
would  compel  a  man  either  to  serve  in 
person,  or  to  pay  a  large  bounty,  that  the 
bailot  should  be  so  distributed,  that  the 
person  drawn  might  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing, on  paying  a  small  fine,  "which  was  to 
be  laid  out  in  giving  bounties  tor  general 
recruiting;  or  if  the  person  did  choose  to 
serve,  that  he  should  receive  a  bounty  for 
it.  The  difference  between  hiiii  and  hit 
Majesty's  ministers  was  this:  he  wished  to 
establish  a  permanent '  ipeasure,  wriiich 
should  be  less  severe  in  its  operation  than 
the  army  of  reserve  bill,  while  they  wished 
to  renew  it  on  a  future  occasion,  without 
any  mitigation   whatever,  •— After  a   few 
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W9r69  from  Mr.  Sec.  Yorke>  the  House 
£vide4t  whjeo  there  appearedi 

.  For  Mr.  PiU'9  motion     •    203 
AgaiuRt  it         -         *      r     24rO 

Majority    -      37 
Anon*  Thomas  Elioe,  W. 


Antonie,  W.  Lcc 
Adair,  Robtrt 

UtgBJiel^  W, 
Baihy,  Grorge 
Bankfs,  Henry- 
Binning,  Lord 
Befticy  <f  eoeral 
Barclay,  George 
Bariiaini  Foster 
B««tle,  Wiibraham 
Bnme,  Snowdon 
Bnodtiag^C. 
Bcfielf y»  Adpiwl 
Be^ch,  HUksM. 
Beresford,  LordG. 
Beresford^  J. 
B»ook«,  Lt€l 
Byiis»  Gcofisr 
Beat,  Serjeant 
Bla9uiare,I«ori  De 
Bouveri%Hpn.  E. 
Bra4ahaw»  R.  H. 
Bligh»  Tiiflii4» 
Barroughs,  Wm, 
Barclay,  Sir  Robert 
Boume»  Stuiges 
Bfodie»  J. 
Bruce,  P.  C 
Co«kf^Bmn 
Cfcevey,  T. 
Courtenay,  John 
Canning,  Ceofgc 
Cartwiight,  W.  R. 
Cowpcr,  Hf  jv  E. 
tauiaeia,  Hon.  H. 
Craufurd,  Col. 
Chsfimah,  C. 
Cedriogton,  C* 
iCakraft^John 
CAvendiiih,  l^rd  G. 
Cavendiih,  W, 
Carbery,  L»rd 
Colu,  Edward 
Coaibe»  ^zntj 
PaJfymple,  Sir  H. 
l^ennison,  J. 
Dickenson,  W.  ten. 
Dickenson,  W.  job* 
4>upr«,J. 

Duodas,  K.  ^ 

Dundas,  Right  Hon.  W. 
T>undas,  Hon.  C. 
Duntlat,  Hon.  L. 
JDundas,  Hon.  G. 
J>undas,  Philip 
Dent,  John 
DiHon,  Hon.  H.  A.  ' 
ftford,  SirWm. 
£Uis,  C.  R. 
Fu&ton,  Earl  of 
EUot,  Hon.  W. 


tverctt,  T. 
Fer;^son,  Janicr 
Fiuharrit;  Lord 
Fofter,  John 
Fox,  Hon.  C.J. 
Foljambc,  F.  F. 
Francis,  Philip 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Fitthugh,  Wm. 
Folkeatone,  Lord 
Graham,  Col. 
Graham,  Sir  J. 
Gregor,  Francis 
Gnnniogt  G  W. 
Garland,  G. 
Gower,  Lord  G.  L. 
Grcnvillc,  Right  Hon.  T. 
Grenfell,  Fucoe 
Ham^iety  John 
lIill,W.  y 

Hamilton,  Lord  A. 
Hendenon,  A. 
Hippctlcy,  Sir  J. 
UXrdiman,  £• 
Harrison,  J. 
Heath  cote,  Sir  W. 
Hulkes,  T. 
Hope,  Aioi. 
Hutchinagn,  Hon.  €• 
H)2hts,W.L. 
Jeffery,  J. 

lekfii,  j: 

Joliffe,  Hylum 
Johnstone,  George  , 
Kinnaird,  Hon.  C   , 
Kensington    Lord 
Kirkwall,  Vise. 
Lascellet,  £• 
UKelles,  H. 
Leigh,  R.  H. 
Lenox,  Gen. 
Long,  Rl  Hon.  Charles 
Latouchc,  P. 
Latovche,  John    , 
Louv^of ,  Lord 
lowther,  John 
Lowther,  (amet 
Langton,  Gore 
Laurence,  Dr. 
Lawley,  Sir  R« 
Lambton,  R.  John 
Leland,  General 
MftcdowaI;A. 
Manning,  W. 
MilHank,  Sir  R. 
Mostvn,  Sir  T. 
Marsham,  Lord 
Kfildmay,  Sir  H. 
Morpeth,  Lord 
Maddocks,  W.  A. 
Milncr,  Sir  William 
Motland,  W. 


Maclcenzie,  Gen.  A, 
Manners,  John 
Montgomery,  J. 
Moore,  Peter 
Moor^,  G,  P. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
NewDort,  Sir  John 
North,  Dudley  ' 
Noi^ton,  C. 
Osborne,  John 
Ossulstoqe,  Lord 
Ord,  Waiiam 
Pelham,  Hon.  C. 
Poynta,  W, 
P«c(,  Sir  R. 
Penh,  J.  ^ 
Pcnn,  R." 
Petty,  Lord  H. 
Pkrse,  Henry 
Pitt,  Right  Hott.  W. 
Porthester,  Lord 
Portman,  E.  B* 
Praed,  W. 
Preston,  Sir  R. 
Phippt,  Hon,  E. 
PhimAr^  Wm. 
Pytchcs,  T. 
Popham,  Sir  H. 
Rochford,  G. 
Ryder,  Hon.  R« 
RiuseU,  Lord  Wm. 
Rooke,  General 
Rose,  Rt.  Hon.  G. 
Rose,  George  H. 
Rutherford,  G. 
Scott,  Claude 
Scott,  S. 
Scott,  Jos. 
Sinclair^  Sir  John 
Sloanc,  «.  ;  . 


Saeyd)  K. 

Shakespeare*  Arthur 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  Tohn 
$mithf  ^Vm. 
Spencer,  Lord  R. 
St.  John,  St  And. 
Stanhope*  Spencer 
Smith,  Ashetoo 
Somerset,  Lord  E. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  Sir  Tames 
Temple,  Fan 
Thornton,  H. 
Thornton,  S. 
Thornton,  Robert 
Turner,  Edm. ' 
Thellusson,  P.  I. 
Tarletoo,  General 
ToMMishend«  Lord  J* 
Viliicrs,  Hon.  J.  C.     ^ 
Ward,  Robert 
Wart,  Hon.  J.  W. 
Whitbrsad,  S. 
WUbcrforcc,  Wm. 
Wytc,  M. 
Walpole,  G, 
Williams,  SirR. 
Wmdbam,  Right  Uo  «W 
Wynpe,  Sir  W.  W. 
Wynne.  C.  W. 
Wroftcsley,  Sir  J* 
Wigram,  R. 

Wcatcra,  C.  C.  > 

Wharton.  John 
Wmnington,  Sir  £. 
Wood,  George 
Young,  Sir  Wm. 


lEOUAB   or    LOBJ>8. 

'   Tkursdayy  ApriL  26. 

The  several  bills  before  the  house  were 
forwarded  in  their  respective  st^es* 
Among  these,  the  Irish  Linen  Maoufac* 
turers'  bill  was  read  a  third  time  aod 
passed,  and  ^  message  sent  to. acquit  the 
Commons  thereof— The  Earl  of  Aylesbury, 
and  Lords  Clive  and  Seaforth  were  sworp^ 
and  took  their  seats. — Certain  Accounts 
from  the  East  India  Directors,  laid  annually 
before  parliament,  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Owen,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— •* 
Some  private  business  was  then  disposed  of, 
afuer  which  their  Lordships  adjourned  till 
to.morrow* 


MOUSE   OF   COMMONS'. 

Thursday f  April  ^6. 
[MiNVTES.]— ^The  house  met  at  four 
o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  com- 
mittee to  try  the  right  of  election  in  the 
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keard,  when  tlie  following  names  were  re- 
turned as  appearing  on  ui  reduced  list  :-^ 
R.  Gervas  Ker,  Esq.  Js.  Martin  Lloyd, 
K8.|.  Joseph  H.  Strutt,  Esq.  H.  Juddrell, 
Esq.  J.ohn  Prlncep,  Esq,  Sir  Rob.  Barclay, 
Bart.  Right  Hon.  W.  Windham,  Lord  Vis, 
Loftus,  M.  Rwssell,  Esq.  Sir  Mat.  Bloxam, 
Hon.  C.  Kinnaird,  C.  M.  Ormsby,  Esq. 
Rob.  Holt  Leigh,  Esq. — Nominees,  Hon. 
C  J.  Fox,  and  Wm.  Sturges  Bourne,  Esq. 
— Mr.  Irving,  from  the  office  of  tlie  In- 
6})ector-Getteral  of  the  Customs,  presented 
*^  an  Account  of  the  Duties  received  on 
^e  export  of  Linens  from  G.  Britain  since 
the  commencement  thereof;  together  with 
the  amount  of  Bounties  paid  thereon ;" 
also,  **  an  Account  of  the  quantity  of  wine 
imported  into,  and  exported  from,  G.  Bri- 
tain in  5  years,  ending  5th  Jan.  ISOl*; 
distinguishing  each  year,  and  how  much 
remained  under  bond  on  the  5th  Jan.  in 
^ach  year ;"  and  also,  "  an  Account  of  the 
quantity  of  Raw  Sugar  imported  into,  and 
'Of  raw  and  refined  sugar  exported  from,  G. 
Britain  iu*3  years,  ending  5th  Jan.  1804,  and 
of  tlie  duties  paid,  and  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties received  tliereon."  Ordered,  tliat  the 
said  accounts  do  lie  upon  the  table. — Mr. 
Owen,  from  the  Directors  of  the  E.  India 
Comp.  presented  a  paper,  in  titled,  **  Re'- 
tarn  to  the  act  of  the  33d  of  his  present 
Majesty,  cap.  52.  sec.  126\  requiring  cer- 
tain accounts  of  the  revenues,  cliarges, 
he,  of  the  E.India  Comp.  to  belaid  before 
both  houses  of  parliaaient." — Mr.  Owen 
also  presented,  **  An  Account  of  the  dates 
of  all  dispatches  transmitted  by  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  E.  India  Comp.  to  the  several  Presi- 
dencies in  India,  relative  to  his  Majesty's 
message  to  parliament  of  the  8th  of  Marcli, 
1803 ;  and  to  the  rupture  with  France, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  receipt  of 
those  dispatches  in  India;  and  also,  an 
account  of  the  dates  of  dispatches  sent  by 
the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  E.  India  Com. 
or  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  same,  to  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  with  reference  to  his 
Majesty's  message  to  parliament  of  the  8th 
March,  1803,  and  also  to  ^he  rupture  with 
France,  together  with  the  dates  at  which  the 
same  were  respectively  received."  Ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. — 
On  the  motion  of  Lord  W.  Russell,  the 
house  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Sta- 
tute Duty  Bill.  Wh^n  tlie  house  resumed, 
the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the  bill 
ordeired  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
•*-The  House  went  into  a  Committe©  on 
Vol,  «. 


the  Newfoundland  Ships  Bill.  The  clauses 
were  agreed  to  without  amendment;  tlits 
report  was  received,  when  the  house  re- 
sumed, atid  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. — Mr.  Vaasittart  presented, 
'^  an  Account  pf  the  amount  of  the  f  Kche*^ 
quer  Bills  ouutanding  on  the  18th  April 
in  the  years' 1798 -9>  1»0Q>  U  2,,  3,  and 
4  ;*'  also,  *'  an  Account  of  the  amount  of 
the  Exchequer  Bills  in  the  hands  of  the. 
Bank  on  the  18th  April  in  the  same 
years."  Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed.— The  Clergy  'Orders' 
Bill  was  read  a  3d  time,  passed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  sent  to  the  Lords. — ^The  Mili- 
tia Adjutants'  and  Militia  Officers'  Bill 
were  read  a  second' time,  and  committed. 

[Poor  of  Ireland.] — Sir  John  New^ 
port  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  re- 
specting the  situation  of  the  poor  of  Ire- 
land. Twenty-eight  of  the  32  counties  of 
Ireland  had  not  yet  sent  in  the  returns  or- 
dered by  the  house,  of  the  monies  levied 
in  that  country.  The  established  system 
of  the  poor  laws  was,  he  said,  so  inter- 
woven with  ihe  law  of  the  country,  that 
perhaps  it  inight  be  unnecessary  to  rttoke 
any  observations  upon  it ;  but  in  Ireland, 
where  there  were  no  laws  for  the  support 
of  the  poor,  and  legislation  had  never  in- 
terfered about  them,  farther  than  to  punish 
vagrants,  it  would  be  now  necessary  to 
consider  what  legislative  provision  ought' to 
be  made  in  Ireland,  for  the  employing  the 
poor,  supporting  the  aged  and  infirm  •  and 
the  maintenance  of  orphans  and  found, 
lings.  He  should  not  himself  propose  at 
present  any  specific  plan ;  but  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  a  commitlee  be  appoint- 
ed to  revise  tlie  laws  nows  existing  in  Ire- 
land witli  respect  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  and  that  the  said  committee 
should  report  their  opinion  and  observa- 
tions thereupon  to  the  House."  This  mo- 
tion was  carried  without  opposition,  and  a 
select  committee  appointe<l  for  the  purpose. 
[Army  OF  RES^ERVESospeNSiOKBiLL.] 
•—The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  commit, 
tee  <ni  the  army  of  reserve  suspension  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  ForAre .stated,  that  it  was 
fit  tliat  some  reasonable  fine  should  be 
levied  on  the  counties  which  were  defi- 
cient in  supplying  their  quotas  according 
to  the  former  act.  The  tribunal  to  which 
he  should  propose  to  refer  the  returns 
m|idc  uiider  that  act,  was  to  consist  (>f  the 
deputy  lieutenants  and  the  magistrates  for 
the  county,  and  their  report  should,  of 
course,  b^  «eDt  up  to  %h%  War  Oflloie.  The 
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right  bon.  secretary  explained  minutely  the 
various  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  It 
^was  then  read  in  the  committee,  and  seve- 
ral amendments  were  made.  The  house 
having  resumed,  the  report  was  brought 
up  and  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Fridaj/,  April  2!^. 

Cbunsel  were  heard  in  cont'umation  re- 
lative to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  James  Hunter, 
Hlsq.  V.  the  Earl  of  Kiiinoul,  and  others, 
VIE.  Mr.  Adam,  at  considerable  length,  as 
leading  counsel  for  the  respondents.  The 
farther  hearuig  of  the  case  was  adjourned 
till  Wednesday  next. — ^The  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough was  sworn  and  took  his  seat. — ' 
The  Eight  Millions  Exchequer  Bills  Bill, 
the  Million  and  a  Half  Exchequer  Bills 
Bill,  the  Irish  Militia  Bill,  English  Militia 
Bill,  Militia  Pay  Bill,  Militia  Adjutants' 
Bill,  MiUtia  OfTicers'  Bill,  Newfoundland 
Ships*  Bill,  and  three  private  Bills,  were 
brou;»ht  up  from  theCoinmons,  and  read  a 
first  time. — ^The  bills  on  the  table  were 
forwarded  in  their  respective  stages ;  after 
which,  the  house  adjourned  till  ^Ionday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

fridai/y  April  27- 
[Minutes.] — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland, 
presented,  **  Returns  of  the  number  of  bal- 
lotted  men  serving  in  the  Militia  for  ihe 
Counties  of  Carlo w,  Longford,  North 
Down,  South  Down,  and  Waterford,  being 
the  only  corps,  which,  on  the  embodying  of 
the  Militia  in  Ireland,  received  ballotted 
men."  Ordered  to  lie  upoi^  the  table.—* 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  S 
Millions  Exchequer  Bills'  bill,  the  1  Million 
and  a  half  Exchequer  Bill's  bill,  and  the 
Militia  Pay  Bill,  were  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed. — Mr.  Vansittart  moved,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an  account 
of  the  application  of  500,0001.  granted  for 
the  service  of  Ireland,  for  the  year  1S03." 
Ordered. — ^The  Militia  Adjutants'  bill,  and 
the  Irish  Militia  Pay  bill  were  read  a  3d 
time  and  passed. — Mr.  Corry  presented  a 
petition  for  I^ave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ena- 
ble the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  to  sell  the 
oHScial  Palace  to  govt,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  Barracks.  .Leave  was  accordingly 
given,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  conformably  to  the 
saHl  petition. — >Sir  J.  Anderson  brought  up 
tbe  report  of  the  comoiiUee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  petition. from 


the  Company  of  London  Bakers.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table*  —Mr.  Corry  having 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  read 
for  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  th6 
Irish  Revenue  Regulation  Bill,  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  said  committee  till 
this  day  se'nnight,  which  was  agreed  to 
accordingly, — A  message  was  received  from 
the  Lords,  announcing  their  concurrence 
with  the  Irish  Linen  Manufacture  Regula- 
tion Bill,  and  also  to  five  private  bills. 

[Volunteer  Consolidation  Bill.] 
— ^The  Setretary  at  War  moved,  that  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  Vo- 
lunteer Consolidation  bill  be  taken  into 
consideration.     Upon  which. 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  house,  that 
the  course  here  was  to  follow  the  prece- 
dent of  the  year  1757,  and  the  whole  mat- 
ter would  afterwards  come  before  tlte 
house  for  it3  consideration. 

Mr.  WIdtbread  considered  this  as  a  mat- 
ter likely  to  involve  points  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  privileges  of  tlie  Com- 
mon6,  for  which  reason  he  thought  that 
the  report  ought  to  be  printed.  I'his  pro- 
duced some  conversation  between  Mr. 
Whitbread  and  the  Secretary  at  War. 

The  Speaker  observed,  it  was  importai^ 
that  the  house  should  come  to  a  right  un- 
derstanding, as  to  the  principle  which 
should  regulate  its  future  proceedings  on 
this  bill.  He  took  it  to  be  clear,  that  the 
rule  of  rejecting  a  bill  in  toto,  was  only  on 
account  of  amendments  made  by  tlie  Lords 
in  a  bill  of  supply :  where  a  bill  was  in  the 
nature  of  enacting  penalties,  or  the  like,  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  House  to  disagree 
to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords, 
touching  these  pomts,  but  not  to  reject 
the  bill  in  toto,  on  account  of  such  amend- 
ments, unless  it  was  a  bill  of  supply. — After 
some  farther  conversation  between  Mr. 
Secretary  Yorke,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr. 
Curwen,  the  report  was  ordered  for  further 
consideration  on  Monday,  and  to  be  primed* 

[Irish  Accounts.] — Mr.  Foster  rose 
to  complain,  that  certain  papers,  for  which 
he  had  some  time  since  moved,  respecting 
the  public  accounts  of  Ireland,  and  the 
making  out  of  which  could  not  cause  any 
delay,  had  not  yet  been  returned.  He 
did  not  wish  to  make  any  motion  upon  the 
subject;  but  if  they  should  not  be  forth- 
coming in  a  very  few  days,  he  must  be 
under  the  necessity  of  moving  some  mea- 
sure to  enforce  the  orders. 

Mr.  Corry  answered,  that  some  pape^ 
had  arrived  from  Ireland  this  day»  .^hich. 
he  did  intend  to  have  presQ^ted*     H» 
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could  not  now  accurately  state  what  those 
papers  were,  or  whether  any  of  those 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  were 
amongst  the  number.  They  would  be  laid 
before  the  house  on  monday ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  6ay,  at  all  events,  he  sboilld  be 
enabled  satisfactorily  to  account  for  the 
delay  complained  of. 

[Marines.] — Admiral  Berkeley  said, 
he  had  attended  the  house  almost  daily 
for  some  time,  in  hopes  of  seeing  some  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  their  places 
in  the  house,  to  obtain  an  answer  to  a 
question  he  wished  to  ask  relative  to  a 
paper  which  had  some  time  since  been  laid 
before  the  house,  but  he  had  not  seen  one 
of  them.  lie  now  saw  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers,  who  mighty  perhaps,  be  pre 
pared  to  answer  the  question,  lie  wished 
to  know,  whether  the  15^000  marines  were 
to  be  considered  as  over  and  above  the 
84,000  seamen  that  had  been  returned  ?  If 
ministers  were  prepared  for  this  question, 
he  hoped  some  of  the  Lords  of  tlie  Admi- 
ralty would  come  down  to  answ&r  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  expressed  his  readiness  to 
satisfy  ^he  hon.  admiral.  The  15,000  he 
could  assure  the  gent,  were  exclusive  of 
the  other.  The  one  is  stated,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  added,  from  the  navy  office,  and 
the  other  from  the  weekly  returns ;  but 
the  two  are  to  be  added,  making  in  all 
about  106,000. 

[Hanoverian  Troops.]  —  Mr.  Fox 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  he  had 
given  on  a  former  day  respecting  a  return 
of  the  transports  employed  for  conveying 
Hanoverian  troops  to  this  country,  and 
the  date  of  the  order  for  employing  them, 
together. with  the  date  of  the  embarkation 
of  such  troops.  He  thought  there  could 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  ob- 
taining such  a  return ;  but  he  uxiderstooJ 
this  day,  from  an  authoritative  quarter, 
that  there  was  an  objection  to  the  granting 
of  it.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know  ex- 
plicitly, if  that  was  the  case. 

The  €ha/icclIor  vf  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
did  not  appear  to  him,  from  ^ny  thing 
wiiich  had  been  oft'ered  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber on  this,  subject,  that  lie  had  laid  any 
adequate  ground  before  the  house,  to  shew 
the  necessity  for  proclucing  such  a  return  ; 
and  until  such  a  ground  should  be  clearly 
made  out,  he  certainly  should  entertain 
objections. 

Mr.  Fox  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  this  subject  on 
Wednesday  next. 

[Irish  LoAiJ.]— Mr.  Carry  moved  the 


order  of  the  day  for  the  bou$e  to  resolve^ 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
to  consider  further  of  ways  and  means  for 
raising  a  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty.—. 
The  bouse  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee,  the  ri^t.  hon.  gent,  rose  and, 
said,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  treqwiss  long, 
upon  the  time  of  the  house,  by  going  at, 
any  length  into  a  statement  of  the  ^tip, 
mates  for  the  expences  of  the>  year  in 
Ireland,  a  great  part  of  whic^  having 
been  already  voted.  It  was  necess^aiy  for 
the  present  only  to  state,  that  as  the  per-, 
manent  charges  upon  the  Insh  establish- 
ment for  the  years  past  hud  in  some  de- 
gree exceeded  the  appro^priated  fui)ds,  it- 
had  been  thought  proper  to  borroiv  a  loan 
of  1,250,0001*  to  be  raised  in  Ireland,  to 
make  up  the  deficiency^.  It  was  impossibles 
at  this  moment  for  bipi.to  .state  mjuutel^. 
the  particulars  of  t^i  ^^reasied  expenfiir^ 
ture  of  the  public  si^fv^p^  fi^r  irels^d,  both 
here  and  in  that  ^om^t^,.  It  wo!uld  be 
impossible  for  him,  ^tthis  moment,  to  go. 
into  a  generfd  statjeo^ent  of  th6  ciiarges  on. 
Ireland;  for,  though  a  considerable  por-> 
tion  of  ihe  supplies  wei[«^  vot<*d,  .f^  ccwsi-, 
derable  number  of  th^,^rvices  remain  yet, 
to  be  voted  in  G.  Briti^n  as  me\]  as  ii^i  Ire-, 
land ;  and  until  t^.\y|iale  supply  is  vpted, 
it  is  impossibly  to  ascertain  distinctly  what; 
may  be  necessary -for  the  one  as  w«ll  as  tlie, 
otlier.  It  was  now  liis. purpose,  at  thk  time, 
to  move  for  a  loan  of  the  smali  sum  o£ 
1,250,0001,,  which  sum  had  alreacjy  be^ 
contracted  for  ia  Ireland,  subject  to  tlje 
approbation  of  parliament,  f^f  whic^  .i^ 
was  his  intention  to  make  provision  in  the 
ways  and  means,  wh^n  that  sul^ect  camq 
before  parliament.  He  should  state  tho 
terms  of  the  loan,  in  order  to  fallow  it 
with  a  motion,  if  it  should  he  the  piea^ur<^ 
of  the  house  to  adopt  the  contract ;  and  it 
would  be  for  him,  on  a  future  day,  and 
that  not  a  distant  one,  to  state  the  whole 
of  the  charges  which  will  fall  on  Ireland 
for  the  year,  and  the  ways  and  means  for 
apsweiing  those  chaises.  He  should  now, 
however,  staltt  the  terms  of  the  Ioan»  thai; 
gent,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  kuow« 
ing  how  the  matter  stood ;  it  was  a  loan  of 
one  million  and  a  quarter,  to  be  funded 
in  the  5  per  cents. :  the  5  per  cent,  inte- 
rest to  be  paid  in  Ireland,  to  t^ommence 
from  the  2^th  of  IMarch  last,  and  discount 
to  be  allowed,  according  to  the  custom  of 
G.  Britain,  on  anticipated  payments,  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent. — ^The  bidding  was  taken 
on  the  20th  of  April  inst.in  Dublin.  He 
should  state  the  terjns  of  that  bidding,  tnd 
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the  cotitfact  whfeh  govt,  was  ready  to  en-  1  of  the  volunteet^-   The  ncKt  article  wotdd 
ter  into,  subject  to  the  appTobation  of  pjtr- Jjj^e  fot  the  expenc^  of  the  tiey^  attgment^-t 


llanient :  for  every  lOOl.  the  subscriber 
was  to  have  1121.  78.  3d.  in  stock.  The 
ihoney  to  be  raised  was  1,^50,OOOL  The 
capital  to  be  created  amounted  to  no  more 
than  1,404,0001.  The  interest  on  the  lOOl. 
money  ^as  at  the  rate  of  51.  12s.  4d.  per 
annum.  A  sinking  futid  was  created  of 
xJne  per  cent,  to  reduce  the  capital,  which 
gave  the  whole  charge  of  interest  an^  sink- 
iiig  fund  of  84,271 ;  so  that  ,the  contract 
\^asf  85I.  for  lOOl.  stock.  ,"Jt  was  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  give  anv  detail  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  these  terms  which  he  had  now 
to  propose ;  he  should  only  state,  that  on 
the  day  on  which  this  bidding  was  taken  at 
891.  in  the  5  per  cent,  stock  in  Ireland,  it 
was  only  at  §0\.  so  that  the  bidding  was 
w'ithin  one  per  cefit.  oHhe  market  price  of 
stock.  He  trusted-  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  fo  ^ay  more  on  this  subject;  but  it 
nlight  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee, 
tliat  he  should  add  thfe  one  circumstance, 
1*iat  as  far  as  he  Understood,  the  price  of 
the  5  per  cents,  in  the  market  in  London, 
on  that  day,  (a  thmg  hardly  t<5i  be  account- 
ed for),  was  not  more  than  SOl.  10s.  It 
was  CO  him  an  astonishing  circumstance, 
and  the  consideration  of  that  price  in  Ire- 
land upon  this  bidding,  and  the  price  here, 
shewed  that  this  was  as  advantageous  a 
loan  as  it  was  possible  to  expect  under  the 
present  circumstances.  He  should  not  trou- 
ble the  committee  with  any  farther  observa- 
tiohs,  ipeanmg  to  go  into  the  detail,  m  the 
course  of  next  \^eek,  of  the  whole  charges 
of  Ireland,  and  of  the  ways  and  means  of 
defrayrpg  them.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
**That.  a  sum  not  exceeding  1,404,0001. 
be  granted  to  liis  Majesty,  for  the  service 
of  Ireland,  for  the  current  year,  to  be 
raised  by  loan.*'— Agreed  to. 

[Supplementary  Army  EsTiMAtES.] 
*— 1  he  ChanceUor  of  the  Exckcqittr  moved, 
that  the  house  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  Supply,  and  l^at  \h^  several 
estimates  rf  lative  to  the  army  services,  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,'  that  it  tvas 
now  his  duty  to  state  to  the  committee  the 
supjjlt mentary  estimates  which  were  to  be 
included  in  the  general  estimates  of  the 
year.  The  only  item  which  he  should  at 
J>reseni  forbear  to  state  was,  the  expence 
of  the  militia  of  Ireland,  which  was  not, 
as  yet,  a  certained.  The  first  sum  which 
he  shoulH  propose  to  be  voted,  which  was 
not  provided  !or  in  the  general  estimates 
of  the  year,  was  730>OOOl.  for  the  expence 


tion  to  be  made  to  thfe  militWy  force,  \h^ 
principle  of  ^hich  had  been  already  «o 
mueh  discussed  in  the  house,  that  he  should 
feel  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  ferttier  bb** 
servations  on  it  at  present ;  he  should  only 
state,  that  the  estimated  expence  of  mak-»' 
ing  this  augmentation  would  be  200,0001, 
which  was  allowing  130,0001.  for  G.  Bri- 
tain,   and   70,0001.    for    Ireland;    there 
would  be  also  a  considerable  expence  tn 
keeping  up  the  foreign  corps*  whitih  were 
now  10  be  considerably  augmented.      Bev  - 
sides  the  regiments  of  Meuron,  Rolle,  and 
Dillon,  the  Queen's  German  regiment  had 
received   considerable    augmentations    of 
late :  it  was  now  intended  that  it  should 
be  the  foundation  of  a  German  legion, 
consisting  of  5000  men,  of  which   4000 
were  already  procured,  and  from  the"  e±* 
isting  circumstances,  this   legion  was  at^ 
tended  With  one  peculiar  adVatotage,  that 
those  who  joined  it  were  not  raw  recrtrit*, 
but  veteran  soldiers.     The  whole  of  thef 
foreign  corps  at  present,  hiduding  some 
black  troops  in  the  West  Indies,  amounted 
to  7  or  8000  men ;  but  this  number  was 
intended    to    be   considerably   inci-eased; 
There  was  also  included  in  the  estimates    * 
which  he  now  presented,  the  expences  of 
recruiting  of  the  general  staff,  and  of  su-* 
pernumerary  officers.     There  was  another 
article  in  which  there  would  be  a  consi- 
derable increase  in  the  experices  t)f  this 
year,  namely,  in   making  allowances  for 
the  lodging  of  the  soldiers  in  Scotland, 
who  had  hitherto  been  billeted   upon  the 
inhabitantis  indiscriminatcfly,  to  their  great 
inconvenience.      There   was  also  an   in- 
crease this  year  in  the  expence  of  the  bar- 
rack department  of  Ireland,  from  334,000 
which  was  the  estimated  expence  of  the 
last  year*  to  46l,000l.  which  was  the  esti- 
mated expence  of  the  present  year.     He 
had  also  to  state  the  expences  of  the  Royal 
Military  College,  and  of  the  Royol  Mili- 
tary Asylum.     The  latter  now  required  an 
expence  of  5C,600l.  tocompleat  the  build- 
ings that  were  necessary.     The  plan  of  it 
went  to  take  in  1000  children  of  soldiers, 
'although  the  present  number  there  didaiot 
exceed  200.     As  to  the  Royal   Military 
College,  it  was  found  that,  although  by  its 
original  institution,  mihtary  men  were  to 
pay  the  annual  sum  of  40l.  for  the  chil- 
dren there,  yet  even  this  sum,  small  as  it 
might  seem  for.  that  sort  of  education  which 
was  there  given,  and  infinitely  smaller  than 
what  those  who  were  not  of  th^  profession 
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vere  obliged  to  pay,  w»d  yet  too  griat  for 
the  means  of  many  of))C6r&  of  law  rank  ;  it 
Wasy  therefore,  now  the  phin  that  the  chil- 
dren of  the  officers  of  very  low  raak  in  the 
army  should  be  ediicated  there  gratis,  and 
that  there  ghoald  be  a  scale  of  payment 
proportioned  to  the  rank  in  tbe  army  of  the 
od»cer  who  sliould  send  hid  ch^fdren  thete. 
At  present  there  was  no  suiiieijent  builc^ng 
in  Great  Marlow  to  contain  all  the  boys, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  lodge  about  the 
town,  which  was  a  constdefai^e  inconve*- 
nienoe :    11,2801,  woofikl  toe  wanting  this 


to  j\id§e  and  cthedi  etery  pfbcetdktig  of 
the  contractor,  and  witboot  iMhMe  certt^ 
cate  60  ttioney  was  to  be  paid  to  any  conu 
traelor.  BeMdes  this,  the  pobiic  would 
be  completely  guarded  against  any  lose  Ibr 
waste  of  time,  extraordinary  wageb,  of 
debts  qontracted,  as  the  vto^  wae  to  b^ 
measured,  and  both  that  and  l^he  matierial» 
paid  for  at  the  ordinary  rate  of  the  vici-^ 
ndge  where  sUcK  buildiiigs  werit  to  b« 
.  ereeted,  onkss  it  were  in  very  remote  si-* 
'tudtion&,  where  eTfitraordiiMiry  expeditieif 
I  should  be  required^   and  wl^re  it  wookl 


year,  for  the  purposes  of  this  institution.  |be  but  jn^t  to  make  a  reasoMble  allow-^ 
He  then  proceedixi  to  state  tbe  eocpences  joance,  when  the  contractor  was  tinavoid- 


of  the  barrack  department,  which  he  al 
lowed-  W€^e  extremely  high ;  but  when  it 
stould  be  recoHedied,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  year  they  had  provided  accommo- 
dation for  56,000  troops  tiear  tbe  sea 
coast«,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  a 
measure  of  such  magnitude  could  be  ac* 
compliehed  without  a  considerable  degree 
of  expeuce.  As  to  the  expeace  of  the 
bmlding  of  tho6e  barracks,  he  thought  that 
no* contracts  had  evei"  been  entered  into, 
Ibr  bnildings,  where  the  eonOraeto^  were 
more  ooimpletely  under  the  check  and  con. 
trot  of  the  barrack  miaster.  The  contracts 
were  all  made  precisely  according  to  the 
form  of  that  which,  in  consequence  of  a 
motion  of  an  hon.  Admiral  (Perkeky), 
ikiais  now  on  the  table.  The  payment  sti^ 
pulated  Wats  on  the  val^e  of  tbe  materials, 
mid  of  the  ordinary  price  of  labour  3 
whereas  extra  labour  was  generally  re- 
4[Hired  by  the  barrack  master,  in  order  to 
bave  tbe  barracks  soon  finished,  and  yet 
nothing  could  be  demanded  for  this  extra 
^  labour  on  the  footing  of  the  contract ;  it 
was  certainly  due  in  point  of  justice,  but 
not  till  the  contract  was  properly  exe- 
cuted. This  was  certainly  a  powerful 
check  upon  the  contractors.  Altliough 
the  cxpence  of  building  or  hirii^  so  many 
barracks  was  necessarily  great,  yet,  on  tbe 
other  hand,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it 
wonld  save  a  grea^  deal  of  money,  noC 
iTnly  in  the  lodging  of  soldiers,  but' in  the 
encampments  which  it  would  otherwise  be 
necessary  to  make:  for  instance,  in  Kent 
or  £s$>ex  it  would  be  hardly  necessary  to 
form  camps,  if  good  cantonments  for  the 
toldiers  were  already  provided.  The  con- 
tract was  now  before  the  House,  and  was 
framed  from  a  plan  which  met  the  appro- 
bation of  military  men  of  the  first  expe- 
rience. Tlie  works  were  to  be  subject  to 
the  control  of  a  barrack  master,  who  was 


ably  subjected  to  eoctraordifnary  expence^ 
either  in  oemveying-  bis  men  to  a  eonsideN 
able  dlstaoee,  (^  ^ay-iTig  an  e.^ltraordina;^ 
pri^e  for  material^  or  laboor.  Havmg 
stated  thus  muoh  for  the  eatisfactioti  ^ 
the  commitiee,  he  should!  be  reac^  to  gittt 
a<ny  ftiriher  e^pla)iatk>ft  whkli  gem.  m^TM 
require.  Tl)e  r^bt  ho<».  gent,  concinded 
with  Hiovbg,  "  That  a  sun»,  not  ^xceedit^ 
9^,€3'5l.  12s.  3«l.  be  granted  to  his  M^ 
jesty,  for  the  chat^e  of  teeruiftifrg  and  c^na 
tingendes  for  the  land  forc^  of  PrdaUdi 
from  the  25th  Dec.  1803rto  tiB  24«bl>^ 
1804.."  ' 

Mr.  Frmek  rematked^  oti  tlt^  i>ne<y«istol* 
ency  iti  the  re^ksoning  of  the  figh«  fabn. 
gewt.  in  re^ct  i&  tfce  bar^acha.  The^^^ 
pence  ha^  exceeded  all  ^asond^ie  codiptt'>> 
tation,  and  deserved  the  sferioua  attentic^n 
of  the  honsej  th^  eiitent  of  the  chargfe 
did  not  at  all  correspond  with  the  expe^ 
dients  stated  to  have  been  resdrted  to  fef 
the  purposes  of  pubhc  econoitay,  and  iE 
some  satisfactory  explctt^tion  were  not 
giveu)  he  should  think  k-  r^  to  snbtfiU 
the  abuses  which  had  prevailed  to  the  stti 
tentk)n  of  the  house. 

The  Secretary  oi  War  da«d,  among  thfe 
more  weighty  charges  on  the  barrack  este- 
blishment,  was  the  constructor  of  bar- 
racks on  the  coast  J  and  it  wa»  conceded 
that  this  measure,  on  a  variety  ef  a&- 
counte,  would  save  a  very  consideraible 
expence  in  adjacent  encampmenta.  It  is 
rather  premature  to  give  any  decisive  opi«- 
nion  on  the  total  charge  m  thi^  isiportant 
and  rnecessary  service,  a6  the  accounts  are 
not  yet  made  up,  by  which  tiiat  opinion 
must  be  guided.  With  regard  to  the  exe^ 
cuiion  of  the  <?orks,  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
entertained  any  doubts  on  that  subject.  It 
would  be  candid  if  he  would  advert  t6 
some  particulars  from  which  those  doubts 
originated :  he  confessed  he  Imd  understood 
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sotbing  of  tke  kind  from  the  barrack  of- 
£cei  and  he  trusted  that  the,hon«  gent,  on 
furUier  inquiry,  would  discover  there  was 
Bp  just  ground  of  pomplaint.  The  pay- 
ments in  that  department  were  conducted 
with  the  greatest  regularity,  at  the  same 
time  securing  the  interest  of  the  public, 
and  providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
contractor,  Ti^  terms  on  which  the  en- 
gagements are  made,  admit  the  latter  to 
the  benefit  of  instalments,  and  he  is  also 
entitled  for  money  on  account,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  his  undertaking;  but  12  per  cent, 
is  retained  until  the  conclusion  of  the  bu- 
siness, to  apply  to  any  defect  that  may  be 
discovered  either  in  the  quantity  of  the 
materials,  or  the  structure  of  the  edifice. 
Ko  payment  is  made«  excepting  it  be  au- 
thorised by  a  certificate  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  survey  the  buildings,  and  bad 
uaaterials  are  ordered  lo  be,  removed,  and 
unsubstantial  erections  to  be  pulled  down. 
No  day-wor)5,  is  charged  at  a  ^:lq^  price, 
but  the  price  is  regulated  by  the  rate  of 
Ubour  paid  in  the  respective  counties 
vbere  the  service  is  performed.  With  these 
precautions,  it  is  not  possible  to  suppose 
HUK^  upglect  can  arise,,  or  that  the  public 
money  is  employed  without  a  correspond- 
ing adv^nta^  from  4ts  application. 

QoL  Crfiufurd  said,  tliat  in  the  present 
ibiu . attendance  he  $bould  not  mak^  any 
remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  propositions 
^ubpaitted  by  the  right,  hon.  the  Sec.  at 
War;  but  qonceiving  that  ministers  had 
now  presented  .the  ne  plus  ultra  of  their 
€x;ertions  for.  the  defence  of  the  country, 
Jje  should  takfi  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
delivering  .his ,  sentiments  upon  all  they , 
^ad  done,  «iid  all  they  appeared  capable 
of  doing.    ... 

Mr.  William  Smith  lamented  the  magni- 
tude of  the .  burden  in  the  barrack  depart- 
ment, and  considered  that,  contrary  to 
what  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  stated,  the 
present  pla^i  was  subject  to  objections, 
both  on  account  of  the  public  and  the  in- 
dividual. He  would  mention  a  single  fact, 
by  which  it  would  appear  that  the  interest  of 
the  last  was  not  very  sedulously  consulted. 
A  small  contractor  delivered  in  his  ac- 
cx)urit,  and  was  surprised  to  find  a  gross 
deduction  made  in  it.  He  applied  to  the 
barrack  office  to  be  informed  of  the  parti- 
cular items  to  which  the  deduction  re- 
ferred: it  was  in  vain  that  he  remon- 
strated ;  he  could  obtain  no  explanation, 
and  he  was  at  last  told,  that  if  he  would 
npt   take   th^  4mount   thus  reduced,   he 


might  bring  his  action.  Although  the  de. 
ductiqn  exceeded  the  amount  of  his  pro- 
fit, yet  the  whole  affair  was  so  small,,  that 
he  could  obtain  no  redress  by  bringing  an 
action  at  the  expence  of  50  or  60l.  The 
hon.  member  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
large  discretionary  powers  given  to  the 
principal  barrack  officers,  was  neither  con- 
sistent with  public  policy  or  private  con- 
venience; but  at,  least  it  would  be  ex- 
pected, where  they  have  such  extensive 
confidence  reposed,  that  they  would  use  it 
with  some  moderation,  and  not  only  avoid 
injustice,  but  the  appearance  of  it,  by 
explaining  to  a  creditor  their  objection  to 
his  claim. 

The  Secretary  at  War  explained,  that 
the  general  character  of  the  officers  to 
whom  the  barrack  department  was  as- 
signed, virould  incline  him  to  avoid  hastily 
concluding  that  they  were  culpable  in  the 
particular  to  which  the  hon.  gent,  ad- 
verted. All  the  corrected  accounts  he  had 
seen  in  the  course  of  his  official  duties, 
had  the  ground  of  objection  stated  on  the 
face  of  the  account  against  the  item  to 
which  it  applied.  If  the  hon.  gent*,  would 
privately  communicate  the  circumstance^ 
of  the  grievaince.to  which  he  adverted,  tho 
matter  should  be  examined,  and  any  just 
ground  of  complaint,  should  be  .inune- 
diately  removed.  'At  the  same  time  he 
begged  to  observe,  that  all  men  who  dealt 
with  the  barrack  office,  entered  into  con- 
tracts with  their  eyes  open,  as  they  were 
perfectly  apprised  of  tlie  discretionary 
power  with  which  the  barrack  board  was 
invested.  It  was  not  such  a  discretion, 
however,  as  was  likely  to  be  abused  from 
the  character  of  those  with  whom,  it 
rested. 

Mr.  William  Smith  stated,  that  the  man 
to  whom  he  had  alluded,  had  come  twice 
from  the  Isle  of  Wight  without  being  able 
to  get  his  account  settled.   ' 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  moved,  "  That 
it  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  &c« 
that  the  following  sun^s  should  be  grafted 
for  the  following  purposes,  from  tlie  35th 
of  Dec.  1803,  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1804  ;" 


VIZ, 

Great  Britain. 

Recruiting  and  Con- 
tingencies fpr  Ire-       £•      s,  d* 
land 

Gen.  and  Staff  Of-  ' 

ficcrs  for  ditto 

Full  Pay  to  Supernu- 
merary Officers        n^fSSO    0  7 

Officer*       -        .    16a,Sl4    T  0 


Ireland, 

£.     s,  A 
98,635  12    9 

61,(537    3     9 

934    6    5 
8»a44  li    S 
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Allowance  to  Inn- 
keepers, &c.     - 
Half  Pay  tnd  Mil. 
Allowances 
'  Ditto,     American 
Forces 
Ditto,  Scotch  Bri- 
gade 
Out-Pensioners  of 
Chelsea  and  KiU 
maiaham    Hos- 
pitals 
In-Pcnsioncfs    of 

ditto 
Widows*  Pensions 
Barrack  Departm.  2, 
Hospit,  Ezpences 
Volunteer   Corps, 
further  sum  for 
1803       - 
Ditto  for  1804     - 
Foreign    Corps, 

(12559) 
Royal  Mil.  College 
Royal  Mil.  Asylum 
Garrisdn    Compa- 
nies in  tkie  West 
Indies  and  Aijie- 
rica  (311) 
Augmenution     of 
the  Forces 


Great  Britain,  Ireland, 

£.        i.  d,  £,       t.d. 

347.000  0  0  103,464  9  3 

150,000  0  0  44,801  0  11 

50,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

-  169,826  12  2  ^9,3T7  10  1 


29,981  1  5   15,063  12  0 

21,801  11  5    6.000  0  0 

183,930  9  0  461,88^  6  10 

23,538  9  3 


500,000  0  0 

570,000  0  0 

5.59,413  2  5   22,849  17  6 

11,280  1  2 

3i,600  0  0 


8,884  19  2 
130.000  0  0  70.000  0  0 

The  above  resolutions  were  put  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  the  excess  last  year  in  the  Ex- 
traordinaries  of  the  army  would  not  ap- 
pear, under  the  existing  circumstances,  at 
all  extravagant,  when  he  stated  it  to  be 
339,2071.  18s.  7d.  He  then  moved,  lh;it 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
there  be  applied  to  the  extraordinary  ex- 
txpences  of  the  army  for  the  year  1804 : 

In  Great  Britain  -  -       Z'.  1,400,000 

In  Ireland            ...  600,000 

Printing  ofTournals,  Yotes^  Bills,  Rrpon  s,&c.  16.623 
Printing  1750  Copies  57  Vols,  of  the  Journals     2500 

Reprintingof  Journals,  Indexes,  &c.         -  10,000 

Publishing  Records        ...  }767 

Alien  Offices        ....  8589 

Prosecudons  relating  to  Coin,  1803           -  1609 

Ditto                                        1804           -  1700 

Repairs  of  Military  Roads  In  North  Britain  5000' 
Works  donfe  at  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia^ 

mcnt,  and  at  the  House  of  the  Speaker  12,345 

Public  Record  Office              -                 -  741 

Repairs  at  the  King's  Bench  Prison         -  3010 

Lazaret  at  Chetney  Hill            -              -  30,000 

Board  of  Agriculture                  -              -  3000 

Civil  Estabiiahment  of  Upper  Canada        •  8050 

•■ Nova  Scotia            -  7165 

; —                          Ne\vBruns\vick     -  4650 

— ' Prince  Edward*s  Island    2300 

■  '  >    Cape  Breton          -  glWO 

■■                                    Newfoundland        •  1715 

Bahama  Islands      «  4L00 

'                                     Bermuda  Islands    -  580 

■    ■      '      ■                  Dominica               •  600 

■■■      >  ■       I    .  ■   ■     ■  Ntw  South  Wiles  -  10.049 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agaia 
rose,  and  addressed  the  committee  to  th^ 
following  effect : — The  only  remaining  re^ 
solution  I  shall  now  submit  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  relates  to  what  hat 
been  called  the  Caledonian  Canal,  in- 
tended to  connect  the  Eastern  and  West- 
ern seas  by  Inverness  to  Fort  William,  for 
which  the  sum  of  25,0001.  has  been  already 
granted.  It  will  be  immediately  seen, 
that  this  is  a  concern  of  too  much  magni- 
tude to  be  undertaken  by  individuals. 
This  vast  intersection  of  the  country  is 
not  to  be  on  the  contracted  plan  of  ordi- 
nary canals  for  inland  navigation;  it  is 
intended  to  be  conducted  on  a  superior 
scale,  and  to  admit  the  passage  of  fri- 
gates of  32  guns.  There  are  many  IcKtal 
considerations  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, which  should  not  escape  the  attention 
of  the  committee.  In  the  year  1801,  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
directed  a  survey  to  be  takeu  of  that  part 
of  the  Highlands.  The  spring  and  ensu- 
ing summer,  were  employed  on  this  duty. 
During  the  last  session  the  report  was 
made,  and  the  house  in  consequence 
adopted  the  measure.  Commissioners 
were  then,  under  the  same  authority,  ap- 
pointed, who  pursued  their  inquiries  with 
great  diligence  and  ability,  and  they  were 
assisted  by  a  gent,  perfectly  conversant  in 
undertakings  of  this  kind,  from  whom  they 
derived  the  most  valuable  information. 
The  report  was  directed  to  two  principal 
objects,  the  importance  and  the  practica- 
bility of  the  work.  The  expence  was  stated 
at  from  4-  to  500,0001.  The  zeal  of  the 
country  has  been  so  great  to  forward  the 
project,  tliat  in  many  instances  the  land 
for  the  canal  has  been  offered  free  of  all 
expence.  Among  the  motives,  I  must  not 
omit  to  notice  the  considerable  emigra- 
tions from  the  Highlands,  which  this  im- 
provement is  calculated  to  prevent.  I  beg 
it  may  not  be  supposed  that  this  emigra- 
tion is  in  any  degree  to  be  attributed  to 
the  neglect  of  the  great  landed  proprie- 
tors. A  variety  of  causes  have  conduced 
to  incline  the  Highlanders  to  abandon 
their  native  soil,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  govt, 
as  much  as  possible,  to  remove  these,  that 
this  gallant  and  valuable  body  of  men  may 
be  disposed  to  listen  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  patriotic  feelings.  This  great 
national  work  vill  provide  employment 
for  a  great  number  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  bless- 
ings of   commerce  and  of  thr  arts  will 
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f  maoati?  from  the  3aro€  spring,  and  dMuse 
IM^  i^uly  ike  means  of  bare  subaisteiice, 
b^t  the  coinA>rt;s,  conveniencicfi,  and  lux- 
Mrnes  of  life.  I  think  I  should  detain  the 
house  improfiJerly,  were  I  to  dwell  lon^r 
ou  the  irapoirtance  of  this  nieiisure.  I 
shall  Uierefore  conclude  with  movi&gt 
<*  That  50,0001.  be  granted  towards  de- 
/raying  the  expencei  of  making  an  inland 
navigation  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
£ea,  by  Inverness  and  Fort  William." — 
The  resolutions  being  agreed  to,  the  house 
resumed,  and,  on  the  motion  being  put 
irom  the  chair,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  sapply  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
•ceived  to-morrow. 


HCHJ$E  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday^  April  26. 
[MiKUTES.] — Mr.  Alexander  brought 
«p  the  report  of  the  committee  to  which 
the  petition  for  the  sale  of  the  Archbi- 
shop of  Dublin's  palace  had  been  referred. 
Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house  on  Monday. — ^A  petition  was  pre- 
sented from  the  debtors  confined  in  the 
gaol  of  Dorchester,  praying  relief.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Alexander 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committees 
of  supply  and  ways  and  means.  The  re- 
solutions were  severally  agreed  to,  and 
bills  ordered  accordingly. — On  the  motion 
X)f  Mr.  Sec.  Yorke,  the  Militia  Officers' 
i)ill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.— 
Mr.  Vansittart  moved  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  on  the  luvemess  and  Fort 
William  Canal  bill,  that  they  should 
make  provision   in  the  bill  pursuant  to 


cer  moved  for  an  addr^s  to  his  Majesty, 
for  the  production  of  the  dates  of  the  dis- 
patches forwanied  by  govt,  to  the  gover- 
nor at  St.  Helena,  prior  and  succeeding 
the  date  of  his  Majesty's  message  of  the 
8th  March.  Lord  Uobart  suggested,  that 
the  usual  mode  of  moving  for  papers 
would  be  the  more  proper,  which  was, 
that  the  proper  officer  be  ordeied  to  lay 
before  the  House,  &c.  To  such  a  motion 
he  had  no  objection.  The  noble  Ead 
shaped  his  motion  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion, and  it  was  agreed  to. — Lord  Ho- 
hart  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednesday  next 
he  should  move  that  the  thanks  of  the 
house  be  given  to  the  officers  who  have  so 
highly  distinguished  themselves  lately  in 
India.  On  his  Lordship's  motion,  the 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  iot 
Wednesday  next. 

[Defence  of  tjib  CoyNTRY.j — The 
order  of  the  day  for  summoning  theit 
lordships,  in  reference  td  the  motion  of 
the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  respecting  the 
defence  of  the  country  being  read. 

Lord  Haivkr^ury  immediately  rose,  and 
addressed  the  house.  He  informed  their 
lordships,  he  was  actuated  by  an  anxious 
wish  to  prevail  on  the  noble  marquis  to 
i  postpone  his  motion^  He  assured  the  no- 
ble marquis  and  the  house,  that  he  had 
reasons  of  the  highest  and  most  weighty 
importance,  which  impelled  him  most  for- 
cibly to  make  this  request.  These  reasons, 
it  was  true,  were  of  that  delicate  and  pe- 
culiar nature,  that  he  could  not,  at  the  . 
present  moment,  consistently  with  his 
duty,  enter  into  them  further;  but  he 
could  assure  their  lordships,  on  the  pledge 
of  his  own  personal  character,  both  as  a 


the   33d   resolution  of  the  report.— Ad-    j^jnigter  and  a  lord  in  Parliament,  that, 
joumed.  were  they  known  to  the  house,  they  were 

of  such  a  nature  as  would  induce,  lie  was 
certain,  the  noble  marquis  to  postpone  his 
motion  to  some  future  day,  which  might 
be  most  agreeable  and  convenient  to  bin?. 
As  to  his  own  part,  he  had  no  inclination 
to  hint  even  at  any  other  day,  but  lelt  it 
entirely  at  the  discretion  and  pleasure  of 
the  noble  marquis,  confident  that>  under  the 
circumstances  he  had  alluded  to,  he  should 
iiad  the  noblie  marquis  inclined  to  comply 
with  a  request  which,  according  to  the 
usage  of  Parliament,  had,  under  similar 
circumstances,  uevor  been  f afusad, 

Tlie  Marquis  of  Stujjffhrd  said,  that  im- 
portant as  he  though  his  present  motion 
to  the  interests  of  the  icpuutry^  and  highly 
desirable  m  ibfi  fiCNiadvtd  4t  was,  ^al  it 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday 9  April  30. 

,  piixuTES.]—- The  Duke  of  INIanches^ 
ter.  Lord  Southampton,  Lord  Torrixxgton, 
*and  the  Earl  of  Moray,  took  the  oaths 
and  their  seats.— The  several  bills  on  the 
table  were  forwarded  in  their  different 
fitages. — ^Lord  Uobart,  in  pursuance  o* 
the  address  to  his  Mtjjesty,  latdy  moved 
by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle^  laid  on  the  table 
^the  dates  of  the  difiereat  di^atches  that 
iad  been  transmitted  to  our  settlamenJiB  in 
Ipdia,  relating  to  th,e  Kipg's  sfiessage  of 
the  -6tb  of  March,  and  up  to  the  actual 
<»m9aencettient  of  hostilities.w-EarlSpen- 
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should  be  brought  forward  as  speedily  as 
possible,  yet,  from  the  information  then 
given  by  llie  noble  Sec.  of  State,  and  the 
pledge  he  had  made  that  the  reasons  for 
jjostpoaiiig  it  were  of  that  high  import, 
which  rendered  it  at  the  present  moment 
extremely  inconvenient  and  improper  to 
reveal,  he  should  certainly  give  way  to 
those  reasons,  though  unknown  to  him  in 
any  other  way  than  from  the  assertion  and 
pledge  of  the  noble  lord,  and  agree,  for 
the  preseut,  to  postpo.ne  liis  motion  to  some 
future  day. 

Lord    Grenvil/e, — After  what  has  just 
transpired,  my  lords,  I  think  that  some- 
thing farther  should  be  stated,  fairly  to 
in(iuce  my  noble  friend,  under  all  tlie  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  to  postpone  hb 
motion.     The  occasion  of  so  many  noble 
Lords  assembling  this  day,  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  the  last  importance  to  the  country, 
and  after  one  postponement  has  already 
taken  place,   should  be  duly  considered. 
Upon  such  an  occasion,  therefore,  I  think 
some  more  distinct  information  should  be 
given  by:the  noble  Sec.  of  State,  whereon 
such  a  request  could  be  reasonably  found- 
ed.    Were  it  merely  a  matter  of  personal 
accommodation,    no   man  in   tins   house 
would   be   more   willing  than   myself  to 
accede  to  the  proposal;  but  if  your  lord- 
ships agree  with  me  in  the  general  opi.. 
nion,  that  the  postponement  is  desired  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty's  govt,  for  mor6 
important  reasons,  I  jnust  confess  I  think 
it  more  consistent  with  what  is  due  to  the 
.  dignity  and  character  of  this  house,  that 
upon  such  a  solemn  occasion  as  the  pre- 
sent,  such  a  fact,  if  it  be  the  case,  should 
be  distinctly  stated.     At  the  same  time  I 
am  inclined  to  conclude,  as  the  noble  lord 
does  not  seem  willing  to  rest  his  proposal 
upon  the  ground  of  personal  accommoda- 
tion, >  that  the  motive   for  his  making  it 
must  be  such  as  I  have  adverted  to.    And 
if  it  be  true,  that  the  cause  arises  from 
any  circumstance  relating  to  the  public 
administration  of  affairs,  i  think  no  man 
cau  doubt  that  the  House  of  Lords  will 
not  now,  as  it  always  has  done,  feel  de- 
sirous to  evince,  as  far  as  depends  upon 
them,  the  utmost  desire  on  their  part  not, 
in  the.  smallest  degree,  to  embarrass  the 
King's  paternal  endeavours,  that  the  pub- 
lic sdfairs  of  the  country  should  be  pro- 
perly administered.     In  such  a  crisis  as 
th^  present,  the  public  advantage  should 
more  .especially  be  predomina^it  in  your 
I^^ships'  consideration;  and  under  this 
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impression  it  was,  that  my  noble  friend 
very  properly  adverted  to  what  might  be 
the  general  feeliug  and  opinion   of  the 
house  upon  such  an  occasion.     Upon  the 
ground  I  have  stated,  and  from  a  belief 
that,  his  Majesty's  ministers  are,  upon  an 
oc<'A&ion  of  such  solemnity  and  import- 
ance, incapable  ot  trifling  with  the  coun- 
try or  with  Parliament,  I  am  content,  with- 
the  view  that  Parliament  should  shew  its 
dutiful  attention  to  the  laudable  wishes  of 
the  Sovereign,  to  acquiesce,  on  my  part, 
in  the  requisition   of  the  noble  Sec.  of 
State ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  must  say, 
1  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me,  tmder  these 
impressions,  to  propose  that  the  house  do 
adjourti    until    the    day   which    shall   be 
fixed  for  the  discussion  of  my  noble  friiend's 
motion. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  that  after  having 
stated,  tha,t  pecuUar,  circumstances  existed, 
which  rendered   it  highly  advisable  that 
the   noble  marquis  sbould  defer  bis  mo- 
tion to  a  future  day,  he  did  not  think 
it  very  candid  on  the  part  of  any  noble 
lord,  considering  the  situation  in  which  he 
stood,  to  call  on  him  for  an  explanation  of 
the  circumstances.     He  would  state  again 
to  their  lordships,  and  he  would  state  it 
not  only  upon  his  official  credit,  but  upon 
his  character  as  a  man,  that  the  circum- 
stances he  alluded  to  were  neither  light 
nor  trivial,  but  weighing  sufficiently  upon 
his  mind  to  induce  him  to  make  the  appli* 
cation  he  did  to  the  noble  marquis.     He 
could  not  concur  with  the  noble  baron  as 
to  the  propriety  of  an  adjournment ;  he 
saw  no  necessity   for   it.     There  was  no- 
thing in   the  state  of  the  country,  or  of 
public  affairs,  to  justify  such  a,  measure : 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  productive  of 
extreme  inconvenience,  shbuld  the  whole 
course  of  public  business  be  stopped,  as  it 
most  certainly  would  be,  should  the  pro* 
position  of  the  noble  baron  be  adopted; 
He  had  said  every  thing  that  he  thought 
necessary,   upon    every  consideration  of 
public  prudence,  to  induce  the  noble  mar- 
quis to  postpone  his  motion ;  if  he  should 
not  succeed,  it  wQuld  be  the  subject  of  re- 
gret to  him,  and  in  that  alternative,  he 
would   not  hesitate    to  meet   the  nobU 
marquis^   and    to    enter  fully  upon  the 
sublet. 

T%  Earl  of  Car/?Wc  wished  that -the  no- 
ble sec,  had  spoken  more  plainly  and  ex^ 
plicitly,  as  to  what  bis  ri^asons  wer0  for  rer 
questing  his  noble  relative  to  postpone  bis 
motion*  He  observed  upon  vUe  extr^or- 
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tlk»wy  atteodance  of  their  lordships,  iud 
the  great  publk:  expectations  tV^at  were 
raised  upon  the  occasion.  He  know  but 
one  ctrcumstauce  wjaich  ought  to  weigh 
vrkh  the  noble  naarquis,  and  the  rest  of 
their  lordships,  to  cause  the  postpouement 
of  the  great  -qqestion  that  it  was  intended 
to  submit  to  them;  a  circumstance  winch 
he  was  persuaded  would  send  ever/  noble 
lord,  ami  every  man  in  the  house,  home 
OQtitented  aad  rejoiced,  and  that  was, 
the  certainty  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
vere  about  to  retire  from  the  situations 
th^  tilled  at  present.  •  it*  an  arrange  mem 
erf  that  kind  were  in  oontemplution,  he 
would  most  wiliingly  agree  that  the  motion 
akouid  be  postponed. 

Lord  Htrnkesbur^  «aid,  he  Imd  already 
given  all  the  reasons  which  it  was  in  his 
power  to  adduce,  consistently  with  his 
duty ;  and  as  those  had  been  sufficient  to 
induce  the  noble  marqais  to  consent  to, 
posfipone  his  motion  to  a  future  day,  he 
ODuid  iiot  conceive  on  what  grounds  other 
BOble  lords  could  object  to  what  the  noble 
narquis  had,with  so  much  liberality,  agreed . 
If,  hotrever,  the  «oblc  marqais  who  made 
the  motiofi  wiehed  to  persist  in  it,  he  had 
Ao  «il^ectiioD  to  meet  him  in  the  discussion 
cf  it 

HtQitX  FitvmiiUmi  enforced  the  propriety 
ef  adjourning  the  consideration  at  least  of 
^oeptions  of  public  knportance,  during  the 
period  that  it  might  be  expedient  to  ix)^t- 
pone  the  discussion  of  tlie  HuHion  of  the 
Bffbie  marquis. 

L*>»d  H'atron/by,  in  considering  the  point 
before  the  house,  adverted  to  the  very 
solemn  declaration  made  by  thenoble  Sec. 
of  State,  which,  to  a  certain  degree,  he 
thought,  should  operate  in  inducing  their 
lordships  to  concur  in  postponing  the  dis- 
tjussion.  He  at  th^  same  time  deprecated 
the  idea  of  suspending  the  transaction  of 
all  pubiic  business  in  the  interval,  and. 
Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  hoped  a 
motion  for  an  adjournment  would  not  be 
pressed. 

The  Iil4irquis  of  jibet^eom  said,  lie 
thought  the  question  had  already  been 
very  fairly  determined.  The  iwWe  Sec. 
of  State  had  come  forward  with  an  as- 
surance to  the  house,  that  reasons  of  the 
highest  importance  induced  him  to  come 
forward  as  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
fiiMl  request  the  noble  marquis  to  post- 
pone the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  t6  be  brought  forward  on  the  pre-  j 
seiit  evenin^y  to.  some  future  day,  whieh } 


should  be  nK)st  convenient  and  agreeable 
to  lumseif.  'J'he  noble  marquis,  with  that 
degree  of  candour  and  liberality  which  so 
Imppily  characterised  all  his  actions,  had 
almost  instantaneously  consented  to  the 
postponement  of  his  motion,  which  had 
been  since  objected  to  by  tlie  noble  Baron 
(Lord  Grenville)  or.  the  other  side  of  tho 
house,  with  a  degree  of  inflexibility  to 
which  be  was  but  too  prone*  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  no  way  perswmlly  interested 
m  lhe-qi>estion,  lartlier  4imn  having  beeit 
induced  to  come  out  of  the  countr}',  in- 
order  to  attend  the  drscussion  of  it.  The 
lV^)ivns  or  smiles  of  the  iK>ble  baron  w«re 
aJike  cxfual  to  h\m ;  but  he  thought  the 
ii>depeude4K:e  of  the  noble  marquis  was 
s4K:h,  that  he  HJfigbt  certainly,  if  he  chose 
it,  ]K)stpone  liis  motion,  witliout  tlie  leave 
or  consent  of  the  noble  baron,  who  ap- 
peared so  strenuously  to  oppose  it. 

Lord  MeivU/e  said,  that  he  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  usage  of  parliament  as  to  tlie 
postponing  of  any  motion,  \\4ien  the  same 
was  requested  by  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
ewber  on  reasons  adduced,  which  shewed 
that  it  would  be  dangerons  or  inconve- 
nient to  the  ptfblic  interests  to  bring  it  for- 
ward at  that  particular  moment',  or  that  it 
was  j>ersonally  inconvenient  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  or  to  any  other  noble 
lord  who  wished  to  take  a  part  in  the  dis- 
ciission,  to  attend  on  that  particular  day# 
Irt  thither,  or  any  of  these  cases,  his  lord- 
sfeip  said  no  man  would  be  more  ready  than 
himself  to  acc^ede  to  a  proposition  so  ge- 
nerally confirmed  by  the  usa.ge  of  parlia- 
ment. In  the  present  instance^  however, 
his  noble  friend  had  not  mentioned  any  in- 
stance of  peasonal  inconvenience  to  him- 
self, or  any  O^ier  of  his  Majesty's  servants. 
He  had  only  said  he  had  i^asons  for  his 
request,  which  he  pledged  his  character 
were  of  the  highest  importance.  To  such 
a  pledge,  he  was  as  willing  as  any  one  te 
pay  the  most  implicit  deference,  froin^lie 
respect  which  he  had  always  entertained 
for  his  rioble  friend,  but  he  begged  the 
house  to  recollect,  that  there  were  otJier 
measures  then  before  the  house  relative  to 
this  verj'  subject,  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  submit  it  t<» 
their  lordships,  whether  it  wottld  not  be 
necessary  and  advisable  that  these  slumM 
not  be  brought  mto  discussion  till  stieb 
time  as  the  present  motion  was  disposed  o& 
Bethought,  therefore,  with  his  noble  friend 
near  him  (Lord  Granville),  that  if  their 
lordslups  did  not  iiwak  it  mecessary  to  act*  , 
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journ  far  the  few  days  the  question  might 
be  postponed,  socne  engage meut  shoul<i  at 
least  be  entered  into,  that  no  question  o^ 
the  same  nuture  should  be  brought  for- 
ward, nor  any  other  that  might  iu  its  na- 
Hire  and  cofisequeuced  produce  the  same 
diifereoce  of  opinion  that  the  present  mo« 
tion  wafi  likely  60  do. 

The  Lord  ChanceUar  quitted  the  wool- 
sack, and  after  making  some  general  ob- 
tervatioiia  upoa  what  had  transpired,  and 
adverting  to  the  siiape  whieh  the  discus- 
sion DOW  assumed,  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  sufficient  grounds  existed  for  their 
lordships  to  exercise  their  good  sense  and 
discretioa^  and  concluded  by  saying,  **  upon 
(be  point  under  consideration,  I  shall  say 
no  more^  being  determined,  for  my  own 
part,,  to  fulfil  as  long  as  I  have  a  drop  of 
blood  in  my  veins,  my  duty  to  his  Majesty 
and  to  the  country,  for  these  terms,  my 
lords,  mea»  the  sam^  thing ;  to  do  my  duty 
to  his  Majesty  is  to  do  my  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, and  to  perform  ray  duty  to  tlie  country, 
is  to  perform  my  duty  to  my  sovereign. 
And  upon  my  most  awful  sense  of  what  I 
think  roy  doty  to  both,  my  coiiduct  -has 
been,  is,  and  shall  ever  be,  regulated,  and 
this  pammount  consideration  now  induces 
me  to  go  the  len^  of  joiuing  my  noble 
fiiead  in  recommending  the  noble  mar- 
quis as  far  as  the  opinion  of  an  humble  in- 
dividual may  be  deserving  of  attention,  to 
postpone  his  motion." 

Lord  Grmri//e.-^What  has  faHen  from 
me,  my  lords,  has,  iu  some  points  of 
view,  been  certainly  much  misapprehend- 
ed, iilid  think,  by  what  feUfk)m  my  noble 
frietid,  that  lie  wished  to  collect  the  sen- 
timents of  other  peers  before  he  should 
agree  to  postpone  a  motion  of  such  great 
and  peculiar  importance.  I  have  no  par- 
ticular desire  to  press  tli»  idea  1  have 
thrown  out.  All  I  wish  is,  that  some  rea- 
sons should  be  assigned  to  parliament  and 
the  country,  to  form  a  su^cient  and  ho- 
nourable ground  of  action  on  the  present 
occasion ;  and,  at  the  same  lime,  that 
parliament  should  shew  itself  sensible  of 
the  importance  of  the  moment,  and  its  de- 
terminatioQ  in  the  present  awful  circum- 
etaJices,  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  King. 
With  respect  to  the  proposition  of  adjourn- 
nient,  did'  it  appear  that  any  inconve- 
nience on  the  score  of  individual  or  pri- 
vate interest,  shoukl  arise,  I  sl)ould  be  &ne 
of  the  last  to  prcee  it. .  Taking  this  qaes- 
^n  in  ita  ao0t  enlarged'  aud  importimt 


;  sense,  I  think  the  idea,  as  stated  by  a 
noble  viscount,  was  accurate  and  conclu- 
sive. As  fa^f,  however,  as  private  busi- 
ness ttiay  be  concerned,  I  think  parlia- 
ment ought  certaiiily  to  proceed.  But, 
1  my  lords,  I  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
I  a  distinct  understanding,  as  to  what  shall 
j  be  the  course  and  nature  of  such  discus*- 
;  sions  as  might  intervene  between  the  pe- 
riod and  that'  OB  which  my  noble  friend't 
proposition  shall  be  discussed.  If  it  should 
be  now  postponed,  I  think  it  should  have 
the  priority,  as  to  every  subject  of  the  kind, 
or  of  those  which  may  be  connected  with 
it.  That  priority  it  now  possesses,  and 
such,  in  fairness,  I  think  it  should  con- 
tinue to  hold,  and  in  this  view,  I  think 
the  suspension  of  all  public  business  of  th? 
kind  is  of  peculiar  importance,  the  more 
so,  my  lords,  when  we  refer  to  the  very 
essence  and  nature  of  my  noble  friend's 
proposition,  which  is  the  consideration, 
generally  speaking,  whether  enoqgh  hat 
been  done  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
or  whether  that  which  has  been  done,  is 
well  and  rightly  done,  on  the  pne  hand,  or 
on  the  other,  might  not  want,  improve- 
ment or  correction  ?  I  hope  it  will  be  an- 
swered, whether  or  not  such  an  arrange- 
ment, with  respect  to  future  discussions,  as 
I  allude  to,  might  be  understood  as  ac- 
quiesced in  on  the  part  of  ministers,  pai** 
ticularly  whether  the  discussion  of  my 
noble  frieiKi's  motion,  if  now  postponed, 
shall  not  have  a  priority  over  that  of  every 
kind  of  business  connected  with  it,  and 
also,  with  respect  to  such  discussions,-  as  ' 
important  difterence  of  opinion  may  be 
likely  to  arise  in* 

Lord  Tlaukesbury, — With  respect,  my 
lords,  to  what  has  lately  fallen  from  tha 
noble  baron.  I  do  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  think  it  either  proper 
or  just,  to  enter  into  such  an  engagement 
as  he  calls  for,  I  cannot,  however,  refraia 
from  saying,  that  I  believe  thislis  the  first 
time  that  ever  such  a  proposal  as  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  make,  combined  with 
the  solemn  declaration  with  which  I  ac*. 
companied  it,  was  so  received  or  treated 
in  any  house  of  parliament,  or  by  any. 
number  of  Individ  uals,  I  regard  it  lus  a 
melancholy  omen,  that  a  factioq  should  be 
so  strenuous  in  pressing  a  motion  upon  the 
house, '  I  shall  candidly  and  unreservedly 
spej^  my  feelings  and  roy  s^entiments^: 
imd  I  again  press  the  consideration,  that 
if  the  «oble  mafrquis^  firow  hi»  view  of-th* 
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feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  house,  thinks 
it  more  expedient  to  proceed  with  his  dis- 
cussion, I  am  ready  to  meet  him  upon  the 
question.  At  the  s^me  time  I  must  say, 
that  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
it  cannot  be  fairly  assumed  that  minis- 
ters will  be  likely  to  press  the  discussion 
of  any  business  on  which  important  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  may  probably  arise. 
But  this  I  conceive  to  be  no  ground  for 
calling  for  a  general  suspension  of  busi- 
ness, particularly  of  private  concerns,  in 
parliament.  However,  I  explicitly  state, 
that  I  shairenter  into  no  engagement  upon 
the  point.  Considerations  of  the  kind 
would,  I  think,  be  best  conHded  to  the 
ff-eling,  the  honour,  and  the  wisdom  of 
the  house. 

Lord  Mulgrave  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  what  had  fallen  from  two. mem- 
bers of  hb  Majesty's  govt.,  as  to  the  point 
of  arrangement  oi  intervening  discussions. 
It  seemed  as  if  their  wish  was,  to  *'  keep 
the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  but  break 
it  to  the  hope."  He  had  hoped  that  a  po- 
sitive pledge  would  have  been  given,  that 
no  business  shuuld"  be  brought  forward, 
save  such  as  was  indispensably  necessary. 
With  respect  to  the  idea  that  he,  or  those 
noble  lords  with  whom  he  acted  ever  en- 
tertained the  design  of  suspending  private 
business,  or  of  stopping  the  progress  of 
necessary  money  bills,  he  would  declare 
they  never  entertained  such  an  idea.  He 
must,  however,  express  his  astonishment 
at  the  language  used  by  the  noble  secretary 
of  state,  which  implied  a  charge  which 
neither  the  character  of  his  noble  friends, 
nor  the  general  tenor  of  their  public  con- 
duct, ever  afforded  the  slightest  counte- 
nance to ;  namely,  that,  they  were  a  fac« 
lion.  A  fection  !— rwhy  were  they  called 
«o  }  Because  they  were  not  to  be  persuad- 
ed to  give  in  to  a  fallacy  ?  Because  they 
were  not  inclined  to  give  credit  to  a  bare 
assertion,  made  in  gentle  and  mil<i  terms 
by  the  noble  and  candid  secretary  ?  Unless 
ministers  would  pledge  themselves  that  the 
noble  marquis's  motion  should  have  the 
priority  of  all  other  public  business,  he 
should  oppose  the  delay. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  he  looked  on  wliat 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  sec.  of  st;ite 
as  a  virtual  acknowledgement,  that  no 
business  should  be  brought  forward  that 
was  connected  with  the  present  mption,  or 
that  might  create  discussions  of  a  similar 
tendency,  and  as  he  did  not  wish  to  im- 


business  then  in  its  progress  through  the 
house,  he  should  not  make  the  motion  of 
adjournment  to  which  he  had  alluded,  nor 
further  oppose  the  postponement  of  the 
present  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Stafford  then,  after  ob- 
serving generally  his  reliance '  upon  what 
fell  from  the  noble  sec.  of  state,  moved, 
that  the  order  in  question  be  discharged, 
and  the  same  renewed  for  Friday  next.   - 

Earl  Spencer  urged  seyeral  arguments 
of  a  similar  tendency  to  those  made  u^e 
of  by  his  noble  friends  who  had  pjreceded 
him  in  the  present  conversation,  relative 
to  the  motion  being  postponed.  He  con- 
demned severely  the  expression  of  '*  a  fac- 
tion" that  had  been  applied  to  him,  and  his 
noble  friends  near  him,  wliich.  he  hoped, 
however,  had  been  inadvertently  used.  He 
looked  on  what  had  last  been  said  by  the 
noble  sec.  of  state  as  a  virtual  engage- 
ment that  no  discussion  of  any  business 
should  be  brought  forward  that  might  lejid 
to  differences  of  opinion,  similar  to  those 
connected  with  the  present  motion,  and 
for  that  reason  only  he  should  abstain 
from  any  farther  comment  on  the  subject.— 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  Mar- 
quis of  Stafiord's  motion,  which  was  or* 
dered  accordingly.  His  Lordship  moved 
that  the  Lords  be  summoned  for  Friday 
next.     Ordered. 


HOUSE    QF    COMMONS,  , 

Monday,   April  50. 

[Minutes]. — f  Mr.  Serjeant  Best  brought 
up  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Incum- 
beuts  of  Livings  in  the  City  of  London. 
Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading. — Mr.  H.  Browne  brought  up  a 
bill  for  making  further  provision,  and  main- 
taining an  inland  navigation  from  the  Eas- 
tern to  the  Western  sea,  by  Inverness  and 
Fort  William  in  Scotland.  Read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
lime. — Mr.  H.  Lascelles  brought  up  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Woollen 
Cloth  Manufacture  in  the  County  of  York, 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  a,nd  ordered 
for  a  second  reading.— The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved,  **  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  an  Estimate  of  the  pro- 
bable annual  produce  of  Uie  duties  impo- 
sed by  an  act  for  granting  to  his  M^est^, 
until  the  6th  of  May  next,  after  the  rati6i* 
cation  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  a 
pede  in  any  degree  the  public  or  pri^te  |  contribution  on  the  profits  arising  from 
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property,  trades,  aod  o6Sces,  so  far  as  the 
fcime  cau  be  made  out."  Ordered . — A  per- 
son from  the  Treasury  then  presented  the 
account  at  the  bar.     Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble,^  and  to  be  printed. — Mr,  Dillon, 
in  consideration   of  tiie  paramount   im- 
portance of  the  business,  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  to  bring  for- 
ward this  day,  proposed,  with  the  leave  of 
the  house,  to  postpone  his  motion  relative 
to  the  exemption  of  Catholics  in  the  Irish 
Miiiiia    regiments  who   had   volunteered 
their  services  to  this  country,  from  penal- 
ties of  the  statute  of  Geo.  I.  to  Thursday 
n^xt. — Lord  CASTLERKAOir  presented  Ac- 
co'incs  of  the  dates  of  the  Dispatches  sent 
by  his  Majesty's  miiibters  to  the  different 
Presidencies  in  India.     Ordered  to  lie  on 
the* table. — Lord  Castlereagh   then   gave 
notice,  that  he  should  on  Wednesday  next, 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  late 
brilliant  successes  of  the  British  arms  in 
India. — Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved,  that 
the  order  of  the  day  tor  the  further  consi- 
deratiori  of  the  Lords  Amendments  to  the 
Volunteer  Corps  bill  be  put  off  till  Wed- 
nesday.    Ordered. — Mr.   Foster   moved, 
that  the  petition  of  the  Lineu  Manufac. 
turers  of  Ireland  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  *  whole  house  to-morrow.    Or- 
dered--^Mr.  Foster  brought  up  a  bill  for 
directing  certain  public  accounts  in   Ire- 
land to  be  laid  anuually  before  the  house. 
Read  a.  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a    second    time   to-morrow.— The   house 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  report  of  the 
petition  of  his  grace  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin.     The  report  to  be  received  to- 
morrow.—Mr.  Vansittart  moved,    "  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  hous6  an  Account 
of  the  amount  of  the  drawbacks  allowed  to 
common  brewers,  under  the  42d  of  the 
King,  distinguishing  each  year  and  quar- 
ters."    Ordered. 

[The  Budget.] — The C^flnce//or  of  the 
Exchequer  moved,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  be  read,  for  the  house  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
consider  further  of  \^'ays  and  means  for 
raising  the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 
The  order  having  been  read,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  then  moved,  that  the  several  ac- 
counts of  Customs  and  Excise,  presented 
to  this  house  in  this  session  of  parliament, 
and  of  the  produce  of  the  war  taxes,  be. 
referred  to  the  said  committee.  Ordered. 
The  Speaker  having  left  the  Chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose,  and 
addressed  the  committee  as  follows :  Sir; 


it  is  my  duty  now  to  lay  before  th^  com- 
mittee, the  ways  and  means  which  1  thii* 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  recommend,  to- 
wards raising  the  supplies  voted  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year.     But  before  I 
submit  these  ways  and  means  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  committee,  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  advert  to  the  system  Adopted 
last  year  for  discharging  the  expences  of 
the  country  during  the  war.     It  seemeS 
then  to  be  the  general  opinion,   that  ik> 
system  was  so  advantageous  as  that  whtck 
should  pr'event  the  evil  of  any  accumula^ 
tion  of  the  public  debt,  and  at  the  same 
time  enable  the  country  to  maintain  iti 
exertions,  however  long  the  Contest  may 
continue,  which  it  has  been  compelled  to 
enter  into  in  support  of  its  honour  and  in- 
dependence.    The  means  which  were  then 
resorted  to,  were  calculated  for  the  main- 
tenance of  public  credit  and  great  national 
exertion,   as  long  as  the  enemy  may  b« 
disposed     to   continue  the  straggle  into 
which  his  inordinate  ambition  and  unrea- 
sonable pretensions  have  forced  us.     It 
was  on  these  principles  that  I  recommend- 
ed to  the  house,  and  on  these  principles 
that  the  house,  at  my  recommendation, 
acceded  to  the  ways  and  means  adopted 
for  raising  the  supplies  in  th6  last  year.    I 
stated.  Sir,  when  I  had  last  the  honour  of 
addrjessing    the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  if  towards  raising  a  supply  of 
26',000,0O0l.  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
the  house  should  be  of  opinion  to  raise 
10,000,0001.  by   war  taxes,  it  would  be 
possible  to  provide  for  the  public  servioe^ 
without  any  addition  to  the  public  debt,  by 
the  aid  of  the  supply  which  I  was  justified 
in  calculating  on,  as  the  probable  surplus 
of  the  consolidated  fund,  and  the  suras  in 
the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  sums  derivable  from  the 
commissioners  for  the  redemption  of  the 
land  tax.     That  this  system  was  calculated 
to  produce  t^he  effects  attributed  to  it,  no- 
body will  deny ;  that  it  has  produced  tlie 
happiest  effects   is  most  unquestionable. 
It  will  be  recollected,  Sir,  that  when  the 
country  at  the  comix^encement  of  the  last 
war,  experienced   an  interruption  of  its 
comtnerce,  and  a  considerable  pressure  on 
the  large  stock  of  West  India  produce  then 
on  hand,  had  it  not  been  for  the  applica- 
tion of  a  considerable  part  of  the  capital 
for  the  support  of  commercial  credit,  in- 
finite ihiSfiuef  and  extensive  ruin  must  have 
ensued.     I  am  ready  to  agree  in  the  ne- 
cessity of  affordiag  8ucti  relief  ia  case  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


W71 


PARL-  DEBATES,  Apeil  ae^  laO^.^Tie BudgeL 


[34$ 


pi9Q»i^  eoftergency ;  bot  I  contend  that  it 
9^tr  slxHiU  be  aibndied  excepi  in  case  oi 
iW  eia«rg^cy.  The  loan  vhtcb  was  then 
grs^ted  by  the  cotntry  t»  rescue  a  great 
paH  of  the  eomnercial  mierest  from  ruiD, 
but  wbiob  at  th^  saioe  tkoe  lockir'.d  up  a 
Ufgf^  p^MTtiQi:!  of  the  meaos  oi  the  country, 
IMid  rfoder^  it  unavailable  for  the  public 
-  fbtrvice,  wa«,  I  am  sure,  wisely  gi^eu  by 
thi^  housfi^  in  that  instancy,  but  it  created 
liM>  ijrett  a  confidence  ia  the  msrcbants  of 
itwe  oonotry  to  look  back  generally  to  par« 
lidment  f^r  9aA  m  diffievte  times.  It  was 
i»BGW8ary  to  discojurag^  i^tm  idea,  and  to 
iTttcb  the  merebants  and  manufactuiFers  to 
]ooik  to  tb^isieljves,  do  act  witil  caution  in 
tbeiK  pFOspedty,  and  to  foorm  for  them* 
9a)v«s>  re^wrces  on  which  they  might  rely, 
i£  ti«ifi»  1q$s  piopitious  should  ensue.  1 
h»s9  adverted  to  this.  Sir,  because  I  wish 
It  to  b9  iM^der^iood)  that  aU  commercial 
4ii^uUie«  are  now  reoacved,  and  the  small 
aVAOunt  of  the  loiWQ  liast  yeari  and  tlie  sys- 
tiW:  thon  adoptfed,  had  a  considerable 
^are  in  enabling  the  cotmnei^e  of  the 
<x>ttntry  to-gp  on„  without  any  claim  of  aid 
froa>  tl^  public  purse.  I  am  not  desirous^ 
Sir«  to  tik*^  mp  the  time  of  the  hous9  with 
iaeapitJiiIatiB^  the  bene&ts  resulting  from 
this  sy^teiiQr  generally,  but  I  am  desirous 
^  sb^ii^g  that  the  phi^ciplje  has  been  at-  [ 
t^pded;  witfo  ^  succ^ess  e<|ual  to  what  the  i 
mo^  sanguine  expectation. could  calculate. 
(  Qome  90MS  Sir,  to  the  ways  and  means 
i^f  thA  seflr^i^ice  of  the  lasA  year,  which 
eonskted  #f  war  ta^xes  estimated  at 
l240Q,000l  of  wbic;b  a,00G,000l.  was  cal- 
cMlated  oQi  the  additional  duties,  of  cus- 
taooaand  ^.^ise.  and  4,5Q0,Q00L  irom  the 
chities  oxx  property.  I  stated  at  that  time, 
tJiatiiA  was«  iieeassary  to  make  a  large  aU 
lawance  ^  api^bable  defalcation  £rom  the 
tstimate,  m  eoflsiequ^nce  of  the  lap^  of 
linp&  bejcMfe  those  tastes  could  be  brought 
tA  bear,  and  I  seated,  that  if  tlie  actiial 
produce  sboi*ld  amount  to  10^,1  »OO,O00i 
Vy  i)opes  W4»uld  be,  in  this  insiaDce,  fully 
ffsti^ed^  In  the  c<mrse<  of  the  discussion, 
which  took  place  ia  the  various  sta^jes  of 
thi9  kttei:  mea^ui>e,  tbor  hpy^e  determined 
ta  gfa^  very  e<wnsidepafole  ejiempticms, 
l^d  all  incortie  Mndev^  1501.  ory^tr,  a]:h>kig 
J&jom  the  public  funds*  was  freed  from  cou- 
tril^jticin.  Thi3  ctfcesi^rily  involv<«d  a 
Wg^  deduction  &^m.  the  pcodiice  oni^ 
jpally  looked  kar  from  this  tasc:  I  do  not 
joas^n  to^  ^uestiofk  the  Wisdiom  oi  tibe  rssot- 
l«,tion  ad«pl,edr  hy  this  house  in  that  iu^ 
Himi^  kui  m^fe^to  stMte^  th^tit^pcsx^ 


tical  effect  has  been  to  diminish  very  con- 
siderably the  produce  of  the  tax,  to  aa 
amount  which,  when  I  state  it  at  one  nnU 
boo,  I  am  sure  I  state  it  rather  below  thaiv 
above  the  h/ct.  Thus  the  tax  on  property, 
which  i  onginally  estimated  at  4,5OO,000U 
could  not,  after  this  exemption,  even  om 
my  own  principles,  be  expected  to  pro* 
dttce  more  than  3,500,00^  Adding  these 
5,500,000l»  toi  the  new  duties  on  excise 
and  customs,  estimated  at  asOO(>,OOOl.  the 
whole  was  l},500,(<)00l.  But  when  I  had 
calculated  on  a  real  produce  of  no  n^re 
than  10,000^0001.  from  the  full  estimate  of 
12,500,0001.  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
after  the  redaction  I  aikide  to,  a  greater 
sum  could  be  vealised  than  9,000,000).  1 
will  now  state  th6  grounds  on  which  I  cal- 
culate the  produce  of  the  other  part  of  this 
supply.  The  actual  amount  of  the  addi-^ 
txonal  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  malt, 
wine,  and  foreign  teas,  for  the  last  6  months^ 
was  2,^1,600L  There  was  a  very  large 
sum  outstanding  €m  all  the  alleles  but 
tea ;  the  whole  prodyce  of  t^  half 
year,  including  Uie  outstanding,  was 
4,3&9r200l.  which,  for  the  arin\ial  estimat-^ 
ed  produce  of  8,000,0001.  gave  gromid  to 
calculate  an  actual  prodiice  of  8,778,400k 
I  do  not,  hjDwever,  Ihiwk  it  justifiable  to 
take  it  at  the  full  amount  Tlie  stock  in 
hand  of  malt  and  wine  has  been  perhaps 
over-rated,  and  Ilia  retail  dealers  m  malt 
and  witie  have  been  relieved,  where  the 
burden  was  oppressive;  liie  stock  of  fo* 
reign  spirits  lias  been  also  probably  over-- 
rated,  as  well  as  tlie  arreavs  outstanding 
for  part  of  the  stock  on  which  these  ar- 
rears are  calcalated,  may  be  re*exported. 
But  upon  the  best  consideration, '  taking 
every  probi^e  deduction  into  the  account, 
the  whole  together  will  not  amount  to 
more  than  678,0001..  which  being  tak<>n 
from  the  produce  of  8,778,0001.  caku- 
lated  for  the  year  from  the  produce  of  the 
half  year,  leaves  a  residue  of  8,200,000k 
which  may  be  iairly  calculated  ^  on  as  the 
veal  annual  produce.  Now,  Sir,  t  will 
state  the  grounds  on  which  1  rely  for  the 
future  produce  of  the  tax  on  property; 
and,  first,  I  have  the  satisik)tion  to  state 
te  the  committee,  that  the  tax  attuclies  te 
property  of  the  first  class,  to  the  amount 
of  12a000,000l.  instead  of  80,000>000k 
which  was  the  amount  of  the  property  as^ 
sessed  under  Uie  inoome^  tax.  \Yhen  the 
commerciel  assessments  are  added,  the 
adBQunt  will-  be  double.  The  gross  aissess-^ 
mfoit  ^uuQmnte  to  6)iQ0O,OQOl.  amu^^ 
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and  allawiBg  for  deduclions  and  ^exeinp- 
tJons,  I  mn  sure  I  do  not  exaggerate  the 
probable  amount,  when  I  state  it  at 
4,800,0001.  That'  being  the  case,  I  am 
entitled  to  calculate  that  these  taxes,  which 
I  estimated  at  first  at  10^000,0001.  which, 
upon  a  deduction  for  the  diminution  of 
the  property  tax,  I  calculated  at  9,000,0001. 
mil  in  future  yield  a  produce  of 
l?,500,OOOL;  as  upon  tlie  data  I  have 
stated,  they  amount  to  not  less  than 
12,000,0001. ;  that  is,  8,200,0001.  arising 
from  tl>e  customs  and  excise,  and  4,800,0001. 
from  the  property  tax.  The  inference  I 
.draw  from  tliis  is,  that  it  holds  forth  a 
strong  inducement  to  persevere  in  that 
system  which  was  so  wisely  adopted  in  the 
last  session.  I  had  furtlier  stated,  that 
the  actual  increase  of  debt  in  the  last  year 
was  3,500,0001.  which  may  be  reduced  to 
less  than  2,000,0001.  as  more  than  that 
amount  should  be  allowed  for  the  general 
deficiency  bijfore  the  war  taxes  became 
productive.  I  was  represented  as  over 
sanguioe  in  calculating  for  tlie  first  half 
year  of .  the  war  taxes  at  4,500,0001.  I 
admit  there  have  been  great  and  unfortu- 
nate delays, ,  with  respect  to  the  tax  on 
property,  but  there  were  similar  delays 
with  respect  to  the  income  tax;  but  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  on  the 
30th  of  April,  the  produce  of  the  war 
taxes  was  only  112,000L  short  of  what  I 
calculated  it,  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  disadvantage  under  which  they  had  la- 
boured. Another  appreliension  haci  been 
entertained,  and  apparently  on  reasonable 
grounds,  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  sys- 
tem wohld  interfere  materially  with  the 
produce  of  the  permanent  taxes.  I  admit 
that  a  fair  experiment  has  not  y^t  been 
made  on  this  head  :  in  six  months, 
4,3S8,000l.  has  been  collected  from  these 
taxes ;  but  till  the  Qompletion  of  the  year, 
it  cannot  be  exactly  known  what  their 
effect  will  be  on  the  permanent  taxe^. 
But  when  gent,  recollect  th^  circumstances 
of  last  year,  the  stagnation  of  commerce 
during  the  negotiations,  afid  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  the  aggregate  was 
extremely  satisfactory ;  it  would  be  more 
abundantly  90,  if  the  causes  I  have  al- 
luded to  had  not  operated.  It  may  be 
more  satisfactory  to  compare  the  pro- 
duce of  the  permanent  taxes,  taxes  im- 
posed previous  to  the  year  1793,  hi  the 
year  coding  5th  Jan.  1803,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  same  taxes  in  the  year  ending 
Jan.  5p  i804«    In  the  former  they  bad 


produced  15,495,0001.  in  the  latter  they 
had  produced   15,400,0001.  being  a  differ- 
ence of  only  25,0001.  and  this  is  a  com- 
parison with  the  most  favonfable  year  he- 
tore  the  war;     I  am  justified  in  stating  the 
produce  of  last  year  as  high  as  I  have 
done;  ior  though  only  14,984,0001. -^w^a^ 
paid  into  the  Exchequer,  I  am  entitled  td 
add  4l6,000l.  for  drawbacks  on  sugar  not 
belonging  to   thfi  year.    The  drawbacks 
are  payable  only  on  the  certificate  of  tlwj 
Britisia  consul  at  the  port  to  which  th^ 
consignment  is  made ;  and  as  the  presen- 
tation of  these  certificates  is  very  irregu- 
lar, the  payment  of  the  drawbacks  laU 
heavier  «it  some  times,  and  in  some  j^ears, 
than  in  others.     And  thus  it  was  that  ia 
the  last  year  416,0001.  was  paid  on  tbi$ 
account  beyond  what  ought  to  fall  within 
the  year;  I  am  therefore  justified  in  add** 
ing  that  sum  to  the  amount  of  the  perma» 
oent  taxes  of  last  year.    But  that  is  not 
sufficient  to  ascertain  whether  the  penaa- 
nent  taxes  will  be   affected  by  the  war 
taxes.     I  wish  now  to  compare  the  year 
eudtng  the  5th  of  Jan.   1803,  with  that 
ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  deducting  ^11 
the  taxes  imposed  in  1802  and  180^,  as  I 
wish  the  comparison  to  be  exclusive  bf  . 
them.     The   permanent  taxes  iamounted 
on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1803,  to  28,209,0001. 
and  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804)  to  SQ,676fi06i^ 
deducting  the    duties   imposed  in   1802, 
which  were  1,967,0001.  and  those  imposed 
in    1803,  which,   including    the   former^ 
amounted  to  4,782,0001.  the  account  will 
stand  thus.     Total  amount  of  the  peima^ 
nent  taxes  in  the  year  ending  ^th  of  Jan. 
1803,  26,125^,0001.  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  Jan.  1804,  with  the  addition  of  the 
drawbacks  I  have  alluded  to,  ^,369,0001. 
exceeding    the    last   year    in  the  whoU 
amount  of.  the  permanent  taxes.     In  ad«^ 
dition  to  this,  I  might  state  a  furUier  smn, 
in  consequence  of  the  outstanding  excise 
and  customs,  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804, 
from  the  whole  of  which  I  am  justified  in 
saying,  that  the  produce  of  the  permaneni 
taxes  is  increased.     There  is  no  indioatioa 
of  their  having  suffered  by  the  pressure  of 
the  present  war;  and  we  have,  besides, 
the  experience   of  the   last  war,  *  during 
whkh  the  increase  of  the  permanent  taxes 
arrived  at  an  unexampled  height,  by  means 
of  the  measures  adopted  by  Parliament, 
which  not  only  added  to  the  resources  of 
the  country,   what  they  themselves  pro* 
duced,   but  also  invigorated  every  other 
part  of  our  financial  system.   I  have. stated 
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Ilie«e  preliminaries,  and  offered  these  ob- 
servations, for  the  purpose  of  justifying 
the  system  the  house  entered  into  last  ses- 
ijon,  and  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
and  imploring  them  to  adhere  to  it  stea- 
^ly,  as  a  solid  basis  of  public  credit,  a 
sure  ground  of  confidence  at  home,  and 
«f  respect  abroad,  which  must  have  tlie 
effect  of  shortening  the  contest  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  from.tho  conviction  which 
it  must  produce*  that  our  finances  are  not 
to  be  exhausted  eithei:  by  the  enemy's  hos- 
^ity,  continue  how  long  it  may,  or  by 
the  magnitude  of  our  own  exertions. — 
Haying  made  thes^  few  preliminary  obser- 
vaitions,  I  now, proceed  to  state  the  supply 
and  ways  and  means  of  the  present  year* 

SUPPLY, 

Kivy  fexclusive  of  325,000l, 

*  ordnance  sea  service)       -  11,T15,000 

Army  (England)        -        .     15,256,000 

« (Irclandi         .        •      3,887,«00 

^ ^19,143,000 

Otdnancc  (England)  •      3,693,000 

■  —(Ireland)    •        '.        369,000 

— : 4,062,000 


2,500,000 


6J7,000 


266,000 


Vote   of  credit^   including- 

300,0001.  for  Ireland  - 
Klscellaneous  (England)  in- 

cluding  40,0001.  for  scr- 

Tkesnot  yet  voted  • 

Dlttt^  (IrelandJ^  indudiniT 
.  50,000L  to  be  voted  for 

civil  contingencies  w 

Jtlsh  penoanent  grants 

\     Joint  charge  for  England  and  Ireland  38,703,000 

Add  England  separate  charges, 
tfoufonesc  ships         -         -  5^65,000 

Deficiency  of  malt  duty      -  11. 5,000' 

Jjnerican  awards       -        -  41^,000 

ttche^uer  bUls,  V.  C.  1803       I  »500,0(»|0 

■■       ■  ■       f,292,000 


833,000 
400,000 


Total  supplies     40,995,000 
ntDVcr  oM  AccovNT  or  »£LAN0. 
JB-lTth*  of  the  above  sum  of 
•    38,7O3,000L         -  -    4,553,294 

£«17ths  of   1,316,0431.  for 
(    CivilLtst  and  of  hei  Charges 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
not  relating  to  the  Public 
'    Debt  -  .  158,358 

i  4,711,630 

Leaving  to  be  provided  on 
_    account  of  CBriuin  -  -    36,€83,348 

^  I  will  here»  with  the  permission  bf  the 
committee,  re-state  what  I  have  on  a  for. 
fner  occasion  on  the  subject  of  exchequer 
bills  outstanding,  exclusive  of  3,000,0001. 
in  the  possession  of  the  Bank,  to  pay  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  1806, 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Aids  1804,   to  be  replaced  by  a 

^  like  amount  on  Aids,  1805  ; 
Per  act  43  Geo.  111.  cap.  36,  part 
^  of  4,000,C00i.  -.  .  3,000,000 


Per  act  43  Geo,  IIK  cap.  147,  Bank 

Ditto        -  -  93, 


,  1,500,000 

5,000,000 


9^00,000 
WAYS   AND   MEANS. 

I  come  now  to  the  vays  and  means  for 
raising  the  supply,  which  are  as  follow : 
malt  duty,  already  voted,  750,0001. ;  duty 
on  pensions,  offices,  &c.  2,000,0001. ;  sur- 
plus of' ways  and  means  1803,  already 
voted,  1,370,0001.  ;  war  taxes,  arising 
from  the  customs  and  excise,  8,200,0001. 
I  think  It  necessary  to  state,  as  some  ob- 
jections may  be  started  to  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  property  ta^,  that  it  is 
calculated,  not  according  to  the  full  pro- 
duce of  two  years,  which,  at  4,800,0001. 
each  year,  would  produce  in  two  years 
9,600,000l.  I  deduct  from  the  produce 
of  two  years  what  is  now  received, 
363,0001.  and  the  probable  arrears,  5th  of 
April  1805,  2,000,0001.  and  thus  dnni- 
Hish  the  amount  on  the  whole  9,6'OOvOOOl. 
by  a  deduction  of  2,363,0001.  I  calcu- 
late, therefore,  on  a  produce  frdm  this 
tax,ontlie  5th  of  April,  1805,  of  7,237,0001. 
but  shall  take  it  at  a  round  sum  of 
7,000,0001.  1  see  no  reason  to  doubt  its 
realising  this  statement,  which  I  look  upon 
as  extremely  moderate.  This,  added  to 
8,200,0001.  amount  of  war  taxes  on  cus- 
toms and  excise,  will  give  towards  the 
supply  of  the  year,  15,200,0001.  Deduct 
760,0001.  to  complete  the  grant  of  1803, 
there  will  remain  an  amount  of  duties 
arising  from  customs,  excise,  and  pro- 
perty, of  14,440,0001.  which  may  be  cal- 
culated  upon  as  the  probable  produce  of 
the  war  taxes  on  the  5th  of  April,  1805. 

NEW    TAXES. 

If  the  house  feels  the  benefit  of  the  sys- 
tem adopted  last  year,  I  hope  it  willnot 
be  disinclhied  to  invigorate  the  xyar  taxes 
by  an  addiiicn  of  1,000,0001.  It  will  be 
recollected  by  the  committee,  that  in  the 
ways  and  means  of  last  year,  a  duty  of 
201.  per  ton  was  proposed  to  be  laid  on 
wine;  but,  in  consequence  of  representa- 
tions, it  was  deemed  proper  to  reduce  it 
to  12l.  The  duty,  however,  continued  to 
be  charged  to  the  individual  in  proportion 
to  the  original  proposition.  The  effect  of 
the  original  proposition  would  be  only  to 
charge  a  duty  of  4d.  a  bottle,  and  that 
duty  had,  in  point  of  fact,  been  charged 
on  the  consumer,  though  only  121.  a  tun 
had  been  laid  on  by  Parliament.  I  now 
propose  to  charge  the  original  duty  of 
201.  per  tun,  which  would  yield  an  addi- 
tion of  200,0001.    I  also  propose  an  addi- 
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tion  of  12|  per  cent,  oq  all  imports,  ex- 
clusive of  tea,  wine,  and  cotton  wool ; 
and  as  an  additional  duty  on  sweet?  is 
necessary,  being  the  material  from  which 
British  wines  are  manufactured ;  but  it  is 
thought  better  to  charge  that  duty  on  the 
raw  material.  I  .would  also  propose  a 
double  duty  on  raisiiiS,  as  countervailing 
the  wine  duty.  The  addition  from  the 
whole  of  these  sources  will  be  800,0001. 
making,  with  the  200,0001.  already  stated, 
An  addition  of  1,000,0001.  to  the  war 
taxes,  which  will  raise  their  amount  from 
14,440,0001.  to  15,440,0001.  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1805.  That  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated for  every  year.  It  is  necessary  to 
deduct  from  it  the  difference  between  the 
probable  antiual  produce  of  the  property 
tax,  and  the  7i000,000l.  which  1  assume  it 
will  produce  on  the  5th  of  April,  1805. 

SURPLUS  OF  COKSOLIPATKD  FUND. 

I  coq^e  now  to  the  surplus  of  the  Con- 
solidated    Fund,    which    I    estimate    at 
5,000,0001.  on  the  5tb  of  April,   1805. 
I   shall  be  rdady,  when  called  upon,  to 
state  why  I  do  riot  take  It  at  so  large  an 
amount  as  in  the  last  year,  and  why  it 
may  be  fairly  taken  at  5,000,0001.     The 
house  is  aware  that  the  produce  of  the 
Copsolidated  Fund  for  the  last  year  was 
calculated  at  6,500,0001.  but,  in  fact,  it 
realized  only  5,100,0001;  in  5  quarters  it 
had  produced  6\lOO,OOOL,   but  in  the  3 
quarters  following,    it  fell  below  what  I 
estipiated  it  at.    I  see  no  reason  to  impute 
blame  to   myself  for  having,  upon  these 
grounds,  called   upon  the  house  to  vote 
6",500,000L     I  detailed  my  reasons  to  ti;e 
bouse,  and  the  house  approved  of  them. 
I   could  shew,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
de6ciency  from  the   amount  voted,   has 
arisen  from  the  suspension   of  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  duties,  and  the  increase 
of  drawbacks,  the  amount  of  which  may 
very  fairly  be  added  to  the  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund.    I  look  forward  to  a 
probable  amount  next  year  of  5,000,0001. 
I  will  add  to  these  what  is  usual  as  a  part 
of  the  ways  and  ipeans,  a  lottery,  the  pro- 
fits of  which  will  be  !^50,00Ql.     A  vote  of 
credit,  G,  Britaip,  1,700,0001. ;  Jreland, 
800,0001.  making  together  2,500,0001.  for 
the  united  kingdom;  and  lastly,  a  loan, 
-concluded  for  this  day,  ten  millions  for 
the  service  of  G.  Britain,  making  aIto«- 

f  ether  for  the  united  kingdom  36,510,006l. 
eiug  an  excess  of  ways  and  means  above 
wh^t    was    wciuted   fg^    ti^^    supply    of 
$73,0001, 
Vol.,  II, 


LOAN. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  state  the  terms  on 
which  1  have  this  day  closed  an  agreement 
with  some  of  the  most  respectable  monied 
gentlemen.     The  amount  of    the  present 
loan  for  the  united  service  of  G.  Britain 
and  Ireland,  is  14|  millions.     For  the  se- 
parate service  of  ^.  Britain,  the  amount 
is   10   millions.     It  was  propos^,   then, 
that  the  contract  should  be  in  the  3  per 
cfent.  consols,    when  the   agreement   was 
thus  made  :  lOOl.  three  per  cfent.  reduced, 
and  S2l.  three  per  cent,  consols,  for  lOOl. 
money,  making  a  capital  in  the  reduced 
10  millions,  and  in  the  consols  8,200,0001. 
with  the  usual  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  dis- 
count for  prompt  payment. — Fhope,  Sir^ 
that  the  terms  of  this  agreement  will  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  house,  whilst  the  readi- 
ness with  which  gent,  who  have  great  stake 
in  the  country  have  come  forward,  and 
the  facility  with  which*  the  bargain   has 
been  made,  will  evince  that  the  credit  of 
this  country  stands  high,  and  holds  out  a 
fair  prospect  of  its  continuing  so  to  do. 
The  amount  of  the  interest  to  be  provided 
for  will  be  550,0001. ;  to  this  add  for  the 
charge  of  management,  80,OpoL  and  the 
1  per  cent,  stock  created  for  the  redemp- 
tion, 106,1001.    requiring,   in   the  whole, 
provision  to  be  made  for  an  interest  of 
736,1901. — I  now  proceed  to  state  to  the 
committee  the  mode  proposed  for  raising 
the  sum  requisite  for  discharging  thi»  in- 
terest.    In  the  course  of  the  last  session, 
arrangements  were  made  for  consolidating 
some  of  the  leading  branches  of  the  pubr 
lie  revenue  in  the  excise,  customs,  and 
assessed  taxes  ;  but  it  was  found  impossi* 
ble,  at  that  time,  t6  apply  them  to  the 
article   of   stamps.      From    this    source, 
therefore,  1  hope,  that  without  any  con- 
siderable pressure  being  felt,  a  provision 
may  be  made  to  obtiun  a  sum  sufficiently 
large  to  answer  the  new  demands  on  the 
public  purse.     I  propose,  then,  to  impose 
additional    duties  upon  stamps,    already 
chargeable  on  legal  proceedings,  and  on 
the  transfer  of  property.     Great  inconve- 
nience has  already  been  felt  from  the  va-* 
riety  of  stamps  already  in  use ;  their  num« 
ber  is  stated  to  exceed  300,  and  owing  to 
this  multiplicity,    the  mode  of  applying 
them  is  not  well  understood.     It  is  pro- 
posed,  then,  to   reduce  and   class  them 
into  about  thirty,  whilst,  by  giving  facility 
to  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  justice,  by 
certain  arrangements,  I  hope  to  be  able, 
in  a  great  noeasure,  to  countervail  any 
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pressure  that  may  be  produced  by  an  ad- 
dition of  taxes.    It  is  of  importance  not 
to  propose  any  considerable  addition  of 
duty ;  for  whatever  can  alleviate  the  ex- 
pJ^nces  incurred  in  courts  of  justice,  must 
be,  a  matter  of  great  public  advantage, 
and  therefore,  to  stamps  of  this  descrip- 
tion, I  do  not  propose  any  considerable 
addition.     With  respect  to  stamps  for  the 
security  and  transfer  of  property,  1  am  of 
opinion  that  a  considerable  augmentation 
of  revenue  may  be  derived.     At  present, 
the  stamps  are  comparatively  high  on  the 
transfer  of  property  of  small  amount ;  but 
the  instrument  ought  to  bear  some  rela- 
tion* to  the  value  of  the  property.     My 
hope  is,  that  all  the  intricacies  which  at 
present  prevail  in  this  branch  of  public 
^venue,   may  be  obviated,    and   at   the 
same    time    an     additional    revenue    of 
800,0001.  may  be  obtained.    This,  then, 
appears   to  be  in  itself  a  fit  subject  for 
taxation,  whilst  it  will  cover  the  interest 
and  contingent  expences  of    the  present 
loan ;  and   I  would    farther  state  to  the 
committee,  that  after  the  most  attentive 
<;onsideration  which  has  been  given  to  this 
subject  by  able  men,  I  feel  confident  that 
a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  reve- 
nue may  be  obtained,  with  the  concomi- 
tant advantage  of  affording  great  facility 
to  the   public. — 1  will  now  only   farther 
trespass  upon.the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Committee  by  recapitulating  the  amount 
of  the  supplies  which  have  been  voted : 


WAYS    AND    MEANS. 
Malt  duty         -       .  - 
Duty  on  pensions,  offices,  &c. 
Surplus  of  ways  and  means,  1803 
War  taxes 
Surplus  ConsoHdated  Fund  to  5th  April, 

X8a5  -  -  - 

Lottery  -  -  -        '    - 

JLoan  -  .  -  - 


7/50,000 

f,OOO,0OO. 

1,370,000, 

15,440,000 

5,000^060 

«a0,00O 

10,000,000 


Navy,  exclusive  of  325,000  Ordnance  Sea 


.  Service 
Army  (G.  Britain) 
-(Ireland) 

Ordnance  (G.  Britain} 
(Ireland) 


15,256,000 
3,887,000 

3,693.000 
369,000 


Vote  of  -credif,  including  800,0001.  for 

*  ■  Ireland 

^scellaneotts  ^  England)  in- 

cluiUag>  40,0001.   for  aer- 
.   vices  not  yet  voted         -,       617,000 
Pitto      Ireland,      including 

50,0001.  to  be  voted  for 

Civil  Contingencies 


266,000 


Irish  Prnnanent  Grants 


Joint  charge  for  0.  Britain  and  Ireland     ^,703,000 

Add  separate  charges  for  England. 
Toulonese  ships        -       '  -        265,000 
Deficiency  of  malt  duty,  180t    115,000 
American  awards        *        •     412X)00 
fzche^uer  biUs,  1803^       .    1,500,000    . 

M92,000 


Total  supplies 


Making  in  aU     36,510,000 

The  committee  will  observe,  that  though 
in  the    present  instance,    the   ways    atid 
means  do  not  accomplish  the  object  of  pre- 
venting all  accumulation  of  debt,  the  ac- 
cession this  year  will  be  under  4,000,0001.' 
But  the  committee  will  understand,  that  if 
.tliey  should  adopt  the  provisions  which  I 
have    placed    under  their  consideration^ 
there  will  be  ways  and  means  sufficient  to* 
meet  what  I  consider  th^  average  amount 
of  the  war  expences,  independant  of  any 
unforeseen  occasion,  such  as  loans  or  sub-. 
sidles,  leaving  out  of  consideration,  what 
is  temporary,   and  adapting  the  system  to 
what  is  permanent.     If  the  system  which  I 
recommend    be   adopted   and  continued, 
and  if  1,000,0001.   be  added   to  the  war 
taxes,  and  ^e  war  should- continue  for  3 
years,  with  the  accumulation  of  tbe  sum 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
reduction   of  the  national  debt,  we  wilt 
have  arrived  at  the  end  of  these  3  years  at 
a  point,  \Yhen  all  addition  to  the  public 
debt  will  cease,  and /the  debt  will  be  dimi- 
nishing even  under  our  present  expence. 
Thus  we  shall  have  to  carry  on  the  con- 
test, if  it  should  continue  beyond  that  pe- 
riod, under  the  circumstance  of  a  dimi- 
nution rather  than  an  increase  of  debt.     I 
am  encouraged,    besides,   to  hope   for  a, 
diminution  in  several  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  in  those  of  ordnance,  bar- 
racks, and  charges  for  volunteers.     lii  the 
present  year,   the  sum  required  ^for  these 
services  was  7,679»930l.     The  expence  of 
the  ordnance  in  1800  was  5,058,0001. ;  in 
1801,2,666^0001. ;  thisyear  it  is  3,693,0001. 
being  an  excess  of  1,633,0001.     This,  I 
confess,  is  a  very  considerable  excess,  but 
it  arose  from  causes  of  unavoidable,  though 
temporary  necessity.     For  the  purchase  of 
arms  in  particuliwr  6  or  760,(k)Ol.  have  been 
expended.     But  so   large   a  distributioil 
having  been  made^  and  the  arsenals  being 
now /supplied,  it  is  Qot  likely  that  the  ex. 
40^995^000   penditure  under  this  head  will  hereaftei'  be 


11,715,000 


-19,143,000 

4,062,000 
2,500,000 


88S,000 
400,000 
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so  considerable.  With  respect  to. the  ex- 
pences  under  the  head  of  volunteers,  a  con- 
siderable diminution  will  take  place  in  thi^ 
branch  also.  The  ex^pence  of  volunteers 
in  1800,  wasi  574,0001. ;  in  1801,  GoO.OOOl. ; 
and  in  the  present  year,  1,800,0001.  In 
.the  next  year  it  vvill  be  for  the  wisdom  of 
the  house  to  determine  whether,  in  the 
improved  state  of  discipline  to  which  they 
shall  then  have  attained,  it  will  continue 
to  afford  the  same  allowance  as  before. 
But  at  least  there  will  be  a  reduction  in 
the  article  of  clothing,  as  it  is  given  for  3 
years,  unless  the  house  shall  be  of  opi- 
nion to  alter  its  arrangements  on  this 
point.  With  respect  to  Barracks,  the  ex- 
pence  under  this  head,  was  in  the  year 
1800^  479,0061,;  in  130 1,  465,0001.;  in 
the  present  year,  '2,183,0001.  In  this  de- 
partment, a  very  considerable  diminution 
cannot  fail  to  take  place,  unless  there  con- 
tinues a  necessity  for  the  extension  of  the 
barrack'  system,  which  is  not  likely  to 
happen.  1  therefore  contend,  that  the 
ways  and  means  which  I  have  stated,  con. 

,  tain  prpyisions  for  the  pipobable  charges  of 
the  country,  and  i(  the  war  should  conti- 
nue for  3  years,  that  they  \vill  be  sufficient 
to  support  our  present  expences  undimi- 
nished, at  a  point  at  wbicH  our  debt  would 
diminish  instead  of'  increasing,  without 
impairing  our  means  6f  c^rying  on  the 
contest.  I  congratulate  the  house  and  the 
country  on  these  unquestionable  proofs  df 
our  ability  to  contend  with  Our  present 
difficulties.  The  present  situation  of  the 
country  affords  a  grand  display  of  public 
spirit,  opulence,  freedom,  ahd  power.  On 
the  combined  effect  of  these  blessings  I 
rely  for  the  Syufficiency.of  our  means  to 
maintain,  single-handed,  the  contest  in 
so  just  a  cause,  as  long  as  the  domineering 

,  spirit,  the  unbridled  ambition,  and  the 
implacable  animpsity  of  the  enemy,  shall 
rqnder  it  necessary  for  us  to  continue  it. — 

.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then  concluded  with 
moving,  <*'that  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Uiis    committee,    that    14,500,000].    be 

,    raised  by  way  of  annuities,  of  which  10 

.   iniilions  to  be  charged  on  the  part  of  G. 

.Britain,  an<}  4^500,0001.  on  the  part  of 
Jreland."  The  resolution  was  put  and  car- 

..  ried :- after  which  the  several  other  reso- 
lutipnsj  agreeably  ty  the  foregoing  state- 

..  i;^ent9^,wer.e  put  and  carried. — ^The  house 

,    ^iqgre^ijin^, 

Mr.  JFb^r  said«  that  it  was  not  for  the 

-.  purpose  of  jpaaiinj^  any  pgpp^ition  \o  the 


financial  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  he  now  rose.  What  he  wished  to  ad- 
vert to,  respected  the  motion  which  he  had 
given  notice  to  bring  before  the  house  on 
Wednesday  next.  He  said  he  had  learnt 
from  persons  who  were  well  skilled  in  the 
state  of  the  public  concerns,  that  this  was 
not  the  most  proper  time  for  discussing  the 
affairs  of  the  country ;  and  he  had  just  un- 
derstood that  an  important  motion  to  that 
effect,  which  was  to  have  come  on  in  ano- 
ther place  that  same  evening,  had  been  put 
off»  in  consequence  of  a  suggession  from  a 
noble  lord  in  office.  The  reasons  for  such 
a  postponement  must,  undoubtedly,  be 
well  known  to  his  Majesty s  ministers; 
what  he  wished  now,  therefore,  to  know 
was,  whether  the  same  reasons .  existed 
against  his  bringing  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  bad  given  notice  for  Wednesday 
next  ?  This,  he  asked,  not  so  much  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  to  himself;  but  he 
thought  that  it  was  also  a  matter  of  im- 
portance for  the  house  to  know  whether 
there  was  the  same  intention  on  the  palrt 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  of  postponing 
discussions  of  that  nature  for  any  number 
of  days?  * 

The  Chaneellor  vf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  same  considerations  which  mduced 
the  postponement  of  the  motion  alluded  to, 
undoubtedly  appl'^ed  to  similar  proceedings 
in  this  house,  and  upon  those  grounds  he 
hoped  the  hon.  gent,  would  not  be. un- 
willing to  abstain  from  bringing  forward 
the  subject  for  which  he  had  g^H  notice 
for  Wfidnesday,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances. .  He  could  assure  the  hon.  gent 
and  the  house,  that  bis  Majesty's  ministers 
would  also  avoid  submitting  any  measure 
that  could  have  a  tendency  to  provoke  the 
least  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Fox  acquiesced  in  the  wish  expressed, 
by  the  right*  hon.  gent»  and  accordingly 
postponed,  sine  dicp  his  notice  respecting 
the  orders  given  for  transports  to  couyey 
the  Hanoverian  troops  to  this  counjtry, 
which  stood  for  Wednesday ;  at  the  same 
time  he  expressed  his  hope,  that  the  motive 
for  the  delay  proposed  by  ministers  would 
not  long  continue.  When  it  should  cease, 
he  begged  it  to  be  understood,  that  he 
should  hold  himself  entitled  to  the  right  of 
priority.  *     *  1 

Lord  Gramlle  Leveson  Gotoer  asked, 
wbethf^r  it  was  the  ibtention  of  ministers  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  order  of 
the  day  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  -riela- 
tive  to  the  army  of  reserve  suspension  bill  ? 
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Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  answered  in  the  af-  I  Sligo  presented  petitions  from  the  Earl  of 
'firmative,   but  observed,   tliat   be   boped  I  Belmore,  and   certain  other  Irish   peers. 


there  would  be  no  objection  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  amendments  made 
■  by  the  Lords  in  the  Volunteer  Consoli- 
dation bill.  , 

Lord  Porciester,  on  the  grounds  allud- 
ed to,  consented  to  postpone  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  with  respect 
to  the  dates  of  the  orders  sent  out  to 
India  at  the  comnunicement  cif  the  war. 
,  JMr.  Calciaft  also  fiilt  it  his  duty  to  |)Ost- 
pou«»  his  notice  respecting  additional  al- 
lowance of  pay  aod  cloathiiig  to  the  vo- 
lunteers, and  took  occasion  to  submit  to 
the  right  hoji.  the  Secretary  of  State,  whe- 
.ther,  as  the  volunteer' consolidation  bill 
was  a  measure .  upon  which  considerable 
differeuee  of  opinion  existed,  it  was  not  of 
that  class  of  proceedings,  wUich  ought  also 
to  be  postponed  at  least  till  Friday  ? 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  he  had  no  wish  at  all 
about  it.  The  house  Uieij  resumed,  and 
the  .report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesdays  May  1% 
[Minutes.] — Counsel  were  heard  ip 
continuation,  relativfe  to  the  appeal  from 
Chancery,  Richardscin,  ».  the^  University 
-  of  Cambridge,  viz'.  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
and  Mr.  Richards^  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
spondents. The  farther  hearing  of  the  case 
vm»  jidjourned  till  Fridav^. — ^I'he  Earl  of 
\  Suffolk  observed,  he  had  to  call  their 
Lordships* ''attention  to  a  circumstance  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  worthy  the 
**  seriotis  consideration  of  parliament,  who- 
*  ever  may  be  minister ;  he  alluded  to  the 
volunteers;  many  corps  of  which  were 
ndw  calling  out  into  permanent  service, 
but  they  were  called  out,  without  any  fixed 
arrangement  or  plan  with  respect  to  their 
disciplme  or  command,  i^e  thought  a 
regular  system,  with  respect  to  those 
points  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  ren- 
der the  corps  duly  efiisctive ;  it  was  his  in- 
tention yesterday  to  have  subniitted  a  mo- 
tion on  this  head  had  an  opportunity  of- 
fered. Hie  lordship  merely  referred  to  his 
intended  j)roposition  of  yesterday,  which 
went  to  the  establishment  of  a  regular  sys- 
tem for  the  discipline  of  such  volunteer 
corps  as  may  be  called  oui,  and  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  to  command  them, 
^c.  The  noble  earl  made  no  motion  in 
the  preseat   instance^'-rThe    Maquis  of 


respecting  the  exercise  of  their  right  of 
voting,  &c. ;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges.— 
Lord  Hobart  stated,  that  understanding  it 
would  be  productive  of  considerable  in- 
convenience, should  he  bring  forward  the 
proceeding  to-morrow,  of  which  he  yes- 
terday gave  notice,  lie  would  therefore 
propose,  that  tho  order  fur  summoning  their 
lordsliips  for  Wednesday  be  discharged, 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  it  for  Thurs- 
day. *  Having  movpd  to  this  effect,  it  was 
ordered  accordingly. — ^Their  lordships,  hi 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  went 
through  the  two  Exchequer  bills,  tl»c 
Irish  Militia  Officers',  and  other  bills, 
which  were  severally  reported,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.— 
The  other  bills  before  the  house  were  for- 
warded in  their  respective  stages. — Mr. 
Althorpe,  from  the  Commissioners  of  tbQ 
Thame's  Navigation,  presented,  an  Account 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
year  1 803  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upou 
the  table.. 

HOUSiS  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  May  1. 

At  four  o'clock,,  the  Speaker  proceeded 
to  count  the  house,  when  finding  that  there 
wbre  not  40  members  present,  an  adjourn, 
ment  consequently  took  place  till  to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Wednesday^  Moy  2. 

[Minutes.]— Counsel  were  finally  heard 
relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Hunter,  &c. 
V.  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul  and  others,  viz.  Mr. 
Alexander  on  the  part  of  the  respondents, 
and  Mr.  Romilly,  for  the  appellants,  in 
reply.  On  the  suggestion  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  judgment  was  postponed  ■  till 
Monday  next.— The  various  bills  before 
the  house  were  forwarded  in  their  respec- 
tive stages.  Among  these,  the  Exche- 
quer Bills'  bill,  the  Militia  Adjutants,  and 
the  Newfoiindland  Ships  bills  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed;  and  messages  sent 
to  acquaint  theCommons  therewith. — The 
farther  consideration  of  the  claim  to  the 
Ross  Peerage,  which  stood  for  to-morrow, 
was  postponed  till  Tuesday.— Mn  Owen, 
from  the  East-India  House,  presented'  co- 
pies of  the  Dispatches  sent  to  the  Officers 
commanding  at  the  island  of  St.  H^na^ 
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relative  to  }ift  Majest/a  niessagQ  of  llie  8th 
March,,  and  to  the  subsequent  rupture 
V  ith  France.  These  docuoieuts  were^  on 
tlie  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  ordered 
to  be  printed. — Some  private  business  was 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  adjourned 
4ili  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesdaif^  Mdy  2» 

[Minutes.] — ^The  report  of  the  Budget 
was  brought  up.  An  anieudmeni  was  made, 

altering  the  date  of  payment  for  one  in-, 
stalment  of  the  Loan  trom  the  21st  to  tlie 
20th.  The  resolutions  were  all  agreed  to, 
and  bills  ordered  accordingly. — Mr.  White 
reported  from  the  Stirling  Election  Com- 
mittee, that  the  following  names  appeared 
upon  the  reduced  list :  John  Osborne,  Esq. 
The  Right  Hon.  G.  Rose,  T.   Thornton, 

-  J5.  Farquhar,  Esq. '  F.  Gregor,  Esq.  J. 
BuUer  (of  Exeter),  Esq.  Sir  R.Peel,  Bart.' 
David  Pearson,  Esq^  TheJIon.  G.  H.  L. 
I)unda3,  W.  Dickinson,  Esq.  T.  Babing- 
ton,  Esq.C.  W.W.  Wynne,  Esq. Sir  C.Tal- 
bot. Nominees,  Thomas  Creevey,  Esq. 
and  James  Graham,  Esq.— The  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  respecting  the  Officers 
serving  in  India,  was  postponed  to  to-mor- 
jow. — ^The  motion  on  the  Slave  Trade  was 
deferred  till  next  week. — ^The  report  on  the 
Lo^ds  amendments  to  the  Volunteers'  bill, 
was  put  off  till  Monday. — ^The  Aylesbury 
Election  bill  till  Friday,  the  motion  re. 
apectiog  Prize  Agency  till  Monday,  the 
Liskeard  Election  Committee  till  to-mor- 
row se'nnight,  the  Irish'  Public  Accounts 
bill  till  to-morrow,  tlie  consideration  of 
the  Irish  Linen  Trade  Petition  till  Tues- 
day next,  and  the  Army  of  Reserve  Sus- 
pension bill  till  to-morrow. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Foster,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  course  of  Ex- 
change with  Ireland  had  been  referred, 
should  have  leave  to  report  their  minutes 
to  the  house  from  time  to  time.— A  mes- 
jsage  was  brought  down  from '  the  Lords, 
which  stated  that  their  Lordships  had 
agreed  to  the  two  Loan  bills,  the  Militia 
Clothing  bill,  the  Militia  Subalterns'  Al- 
lowance bill,  the  Newfoundland  Ships'  bill, 
the  City  of  Dublin  Watch  bill,  and  three 
others  of  a  private  naturd. — Mr.  Williams 
presented  the  6th  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Naval  Inquiry,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  to  lie  on  tlie  table. — Accounts 
wpre  presented  from  the  office  of  Inspector 
General  of  Imports  and  Exports,  which 


were  also  ordered  tp  be  printed  and  to  li« 
on  tilie  table. — Mr.  Irving,  Inap>ector  Ge- 
neral pf  the  Imports  and  Exports,  pre* 
sented,  **  An  Account  of  British  and  Irish 
Linens  exported  from  G.Britain,  distin- 
guishing the  Linens  manufactured  in  G. 
Britain  and  Ireland  respectively,  from  the 
Unioii  to  the  5th  Jan.  16Q4,  and  distin- 
guishing each  year ;"  ^nd  also,  "  An  Ac- 
count of  the  qus^ntity  of  Malt  carried  coast- 
ways  from  England  to  Scotland,  and  from 
Scotland  to  England,  in  6  years,  ending 
5th  Jan,  1804,  and  of  the  rate  and  amount 
of  the  Duties  paid  thereon,  distinguishing 
each  year ;".  and  also,  **  An  Account  of 
all  Malt  charged  with  duty  in  Scotland, 
in  6  years,  ending  5th  Jan.  1S04,  and  the 
rate  and  amount  o^  duties  paid  thereon  /' 
ai>d  also;  "  An  Account  of  alj  Strong  Beer^ 
Tjible.Beer,  and  Small  Beer,  charged  with 
D  u  ty  in  Scotland,  in  6*  years,  ending  5th  J  an. 
1804?,  with  the  rate  and  amount  of  Duties 
thereqn  ;*'  and  also,.  **  An  Account  of  all 
Clover  Seed  exported  ai^d  imported  during 
the  last/  years,  ending  tjie,5th  Jan.  1804." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  tlie  table,  and  be 
printed-— rSir  G.  Cornew^ll  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  Debtors  confined  in  Here- 
ford paol,  praying  ipelief.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. — ^Two  petitions  were  pre- 
sented against  the  liants^SusseXi  and  Dor« 
set  Insurance  bill.  Ordered  to  be  tjiken 
into  consideration  on  the  second  readmg 
of  the  bill. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Thursday r  May  3. 

[MixuTES.] — Previous  to  liie  tratisac- 
tion  of  the  public  business,  a  Committee  of 
Privileges  sat,'  in  which  some  proceedings 
took  place  relative  to  the  petitions  of  Lord 
Rossmore,  and  other  Irish  Peers. — ^The 
lloyal  assent  was  given,  by  commission,  to 
sixteen  pubHc  and,33 private  or  Iqpal  bills; 
the  Commissioners  were,  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor,  Lord  Walsingham,  and  Lord  Auck- 
land.— ^The  house  then  adjourned  during 
pleasure;  and  after  a  khott  interval,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  again  took  his  seat  on  the 
woolsack. 

[DErENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY.]— The 
Marquis  of  St  afford  ^  on  seeing  the  noble 
sec,  of  state  in  his  place,  expressed  his 
wish  to  be  informed »  whether  the  same 
causes  existed  which  on  a  former  evening 
induced  the  noble  lord  to  require  of  him 
to  postpone  a  motioti  of  considerable  im- 
1  portance  which  he  theh  intended  to- make. 
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f  n  case  the  same  causes  still  prevailed,  it 
was  his  intention  ta  propose  that  its  con- 
sidieration  should  be  farther  postponed  till 
*Monday* 

Lord  Hmok^bury  declared,  that  the  same 
'teasons  which  had-induced  him  on  a  for- 
*iner  nij^t  to  apply  to  the  noble  marquis  to 
'postpone  hiy  motion,  operated  at  thb  mo- 
meut»  He  therefore  m)ped  that  the  noble 
marquis  would  ^igain  postpone  his  motion. 
'Should  he  insist  on  bringing  it  forward,  the 
fooble  lord  would  unquestionably  be  ready 

•  to  meet  the  discussion ;  but,  as  he  had  al- 
*feady  said.  Causes  existed  which  rendered 
^^e  agitating  any  business  of  importance 
» improper  at  present. 

'  Lord 'Jtfe/ti7/e  sdd,   that  nothing  was 

fertfier  from  his  intention  than  to  give  any 

.  '  mmecessarytroiible  to  the  noble  sec.  of  state 

*  crto  the  house.  ^  If,  however,  ministers  did 
Bot  chuse  to  explain  what  were' the  obsta- 
cles' ta  the  discussion  of  the  important 

"  ^o^stion  intended  to  be  brought  forward 
;  by  the  motion  t)f  the  nbble  maronis,  or 
K^bat  were  the  causes  which  rendered  a 
"  postponement  of  that  motion  ttdvisable,  he 
mQst  be  allowfed,  in  agreeing  to  the  desire 
of  the  nbble  sec.  of  state,  to  put  his  own 
interpretation  oii  those  obstacles  or  causes 
of  delay,     Hfe  begged  it,  therefore,  to  be 
understood  that«  in  consenting  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  iloble  sec.  he  proceeded  on 
«  an  impression  diat  the  causes  for  postpon- 
ing any  measure 'of  importance  which  were 
generally  at  this  moment  stated  to  be  the 
true  cause  of  delay,  were  those  which  ac- 
tually operated  tin  inducing  the  noble  sec. 
tOf^pply  for  having  the  motion  of  ihe  noble 
^  marquis  postponed.  Under  this  impression 
he  should  agree  to. the  delay  proposed.-^ 
r  The  question  being  about  to  be  put,         ' 
Lord  GhreniiUie  rose,,  and  stated,  that  He 
'  *  heartily  ag2;eedr  in  what  had  fallen  frotn 
;  a^  noble  lord  who  spoke. last.    If  causes 
.  "Similar  to  those  .whica  were  generally  .un- 
*  t4ersfood)to,exis.t  did  operate  at  present,  he 
<.MK)uld>. agree  with  that  noble  lord,  ,oa:the 
u  precise  understanding  that  these  were  tne 
<>  aocual  oauses*  of.  4clay,  in  concurring*  |u 
the  proposed  postponement  of  the  motion. 
*^  If ifwas  true  that  has  AJ^ji^sty  was  a(  this, 
'-'  moment  employed  in  exerdsiing  tbat,p4iT 
..;  temal  care  over  his  people,  which  was  g|B- 
^    Hfrally  understood  to  eujgage  his  .attentioik ; 
n    if  he  fWas    endeavouring,  to  jneet ,  their 
^  ^shes,  and  ■  in  ther  most .  effQCtual.way  lo< 
.'.  provide ^or  their. safety. and  iridependeuqe, 
' .  1>y  &rmii^g  a  better,  administration  of  af^ 
fairs,  it  ^ould  indeed  be  highly  unbecoiii- 


ing  and  improper  to  throw  any  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  his  paternal  exertions. 
But,  was  it  fair,  was  it  open  or*  candi'i, 
that  this  gratifying  circumstance  should  be 
conceded  from  that  house  and  from  his 
people  in  general  ?-  Was  it  proper  that  no 
disclosure  of  a  matter  so  great  and  iou 
portent  should  be  made,  but  that  the  post, 
ponement  of  measures  of  the  last  moment 
should  be  grounded  on  causes  which  could 
not.be  revealed?  Under  this  impression, 
and  on  the  understanding,  expressed  by , 
the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  he  agreed 
that  the  motion  of  the  noble  marquis  be 
postponed  till  Monday.  If  no  satisfaC' 
tory  declaration,  however,  were  then  made, 
he,  for  one,  should  esteem  it  his  duty,  and 
the  duty  of  the  house,  to  oppose  any  far. 
ther  postponement  of  the  motion. — The 
order  for  Friday  was  then  read  and  dis«^ 
charged,  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Mar* 
quis  of  Stafford,  was  ordered  to  stand  for 
Monday. 

[VoTi  OF  ThaN*8  to   thb  ArMY  Ilf 

lKoiA.]^»The  order  of  the  day  for  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Marquis  Wellesley,  and  to 
the  other  civil  and  military  officers  in  In- 
dia, apd  to  our  forces  there,  for  their 
great  zeal  and  courage  manifested  in  our 
late  successes  in  India  being  read. 

Lord  Hobart  rose  to  move  a  vote  of 
thanks  from  that  house  to  those  gallant 
officers,  and  to  the  non-commissioned  ofe- 
cers  and  privates  who  had  so  zealously 
fiiupported  the  cause  and  contributed  to 
the  glory  of  this  country  in  the  East  In- 
dies. In  moving  this  vote,  he  did  no{ 
mean  ft>  extend  it  to  the  policy  of  the 
war,  but  merely  to  confine  it  to  the  mili-r 
tary  successes  with  which,  in  its  operation, 
ic  had  been  crowned.  Neither  was  it  his 
intention  to  confine  the  vote  of  thanks' to 
the  npble  governor-general,  but  to  extend 
it  to  the  Plhei;  civil  and  military  eoveniors 
in  the  different  establishments,  and  to  the 
officers,,  noa-cpr^missioned  officers,  and 
privates  in  our  armies.  His  lordship  tlien  , 
went  ihroM^  an, enumeration  of  the  dif- 
ferent, splendid  successes  which  our  troops 
had  experiejn^ed ,  in  that  quarter,  which, 
he  .s^ld,  ^ight  more  reasonably  have  b^en 
expected  to  have  been  perfvrmed  in  three 
campaig^^  than  in  three  months.  He  said 
he.va?  the  jlcss,  inclined  to.  ^rouble  their 
Iqrds.hipsiat  length  upon  the  subject,  not 
.pnly  .froift;  his.^^phfidehce  tii^t  what'  he 
^touW  have  to  propose  would  meet  the 
;jyiuanin;ipi^  j?ense  of  every  lord  present,  but 
from  the  consideration  that  there  v;ere 
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t6then  pnisttkt  better  qifaHfied  todtfjas- 
tice  to  the  subject  than  himself,  and  who 
would  doubtless  deliver  their  senthnents 
upon  the  occa»«iion.  In  illustration  of  ihe* 
brilliant  and  unprecedentefd  success  of  the 
campaign,  his  lordship  read'  an  extract 
from  an  authentic  document,  which  speci* 
fied  the  fortresses  tsEken  by  the  Bckish  ar- 
mies, and  the  number  of  pieces  of  ord-- 
nance,  of  different  descriptions,  together 
with  the  quantity  of  military  stbi'es,  taken 
itt  the  interval  of  a  few  months ;-  the  noble 
lord  did  not  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  the  political  part  of  the  noble  marquis's 
Conduct  in  these  respects,  as  the  inibmia- 
tion  which  would  enable  their  lordships  lb 
fbnh  a  correct  opinion  upon  that  head, 
was  not  tlien  before  the  house.  He  con- 
duded  by  moving,  "  that  the  thanks  of 
this  house  be  given  to  the  Mi>9t  Nt>ble 
Richai*d  Marquis  Wellesley,  Governor- 
General,  for  the  zeal,  energy, ,  and  ability 
manifested  by  him  in  the  administration  of 
the  ihilitary  resources  of  the  British  em. 
pire  in  India,  dunng  the  recent  war  in  that 
country." 

Lord  GrehiiUt  rose,  not  to  oppose  the 
Motion,  but  to  give  it  his  entire  and  hearty 
concurrence.  He  was  glad  the  noble  sec. 
6f  state  had  kept  back  the  consideration  of 
(h^  political  part  of  the  noble  marquis's 
conduct,  and,  oh  the  present  occasion, 
only  adverted  to  that  which  had  referehce 
to  the  military  operations  in  India.  In. 
deed,  such  a  distinction  he  should  have 
claimed  oh  behalf  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral, as  the  documents  of  information  which 
Tvould  enable  their  lordships  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  upon  the  subject,  were  not 
yet  before  the  house.  This  information 
was  now  in  possession  of  ministers,  and 
when  it  was  brought  forward,  he  felt  con- 
vinced, that  the  more  closely  or  minutely 
the  subject  was  investigated,  the  more 
laudable  apd  meritorious  would  every  part 
of  his  noble  friend's  administration  of  the 
affan-s  of  India  appear.  Long  and  early 
habits  of  pe^onal  intercourse  of  friend- 
$hip  with  the  illustrious  subject  of  the 
tnutionrbcfore  iheir  lordships,  enabled  him 
to  know  bis  talepts,  his  information,  hjil 
virtues,  and  truly  to  appreciate  his  great 
«nd  general  merits,  ^t  was  not  the  force 
of  personal  fnendship  or  partiality  im~ 
pclled  him,  inexpressible  as  that  was,  to 
»peak  thus  qf  his  noble  friend ;  it  was  the 
^oroiigh  knowledge  and  firm  conviction 
of  what  he  ac]vanced,  His  lordship,  then, . 
te  •order  tp  obTiat*  the  ncccisity  X)f  hisj 


trouldiiigi  the  bouse  ar- second  tube  apoit 
the  subject,  adverted  to  the,  conduct  ol^ 
those  who,  he  knew,  were  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  subsequent  motions^  the  governors 
of  the  other  presidencies^  and  the  trolj 
gallant  and  meritorious  comrnanders  cf 
the  British  forces  in  India«  In  consider* 
ing  this  *part  of  the  subject,  he.  glanced  at 
the  energy  and  promptitude  displayed  by 
the  governor  general^  in  adopting  suci 
measures  as  annihilated,  within  an  intent 
val  of  time  incredibly  shorty  the^  existence 
of  two.  French  auxiliary  armies  in  Indian 
He  noticed  the  great  and  obvious  improve«> 
ment,  of  late  years,  in  the  discipline  and 
tactics'  of  the  hostile  troops  in  Jbdia, 
which  rendered  them  a  much  more  iortEog- 
dable  enemy  to  the  British,  thaxi  they  had 
been  in  former  wars.  The  conduct  of  ths 
comtliaiiding  officers,  paiticularljr  Geu 
Lake  and  Wellesley,  had  their  due  sham 
of  the  noble  lord's  applause.  They,  as 
well  as  the  Briti^  army  in  gien^ral^  mani- 
fested ^at  he  always  hoped  would  be  the 
characteristic  of  British  armies,  valour, 
military  and  scientific  skill,  and  above  all, 
justice  and  clemency  in  the  hour  of  vic« 
tory,  and  a  disposition  to  lighten  the  evils 
of  that  greatest  of  all  human  calamities, 
war.  After  expatiatii^  upon  these,  and 
a  variety  of  other  topics  connected  with 
the  subject)  hb  lordship  concluded  hj 
declaring  his  most  cordial  assent  to  the 
motion. 

Lord  Mnlgrace  could  not  withhold  bis 
sentiment  of  approbation  of  the  vote  now 
proposed.  To  the  exertion,  skill,  and 
braveiy  of  the  chief  object  of  it  we  were 
indebted,  not  for  the  successes  which  bad 
attended  our  arms  in  this  war  merely,  but 
for  part  of  those  in  the  last* 

Lord  MdviUe  did  not  wish,  however 
well  his  sentiments  had  been  expressed  by 
other  noble  lords,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  occasion*  He  had  the  honour  to  en- 
joy a  situation  in  the  affairs  of  India,  when 
the  noble  marquis,  to  whom  the  pre^nt 
vote  applied,  was  appointed  to  the  situa- 
tion in  India.  That  noble  marqui«  had 
the  satisfaction  of  thinking,  that  his  e]cei> 
tions  both  in  the  former  and  during  the 
present  ^ar,  had  been  equally  meritoriouB? 
that  he  had  in  two  different  plia^es  de^ 

Sroyed  an  immense  army  of  the  enemy, 
e  (the  noble  viscount)  was  therefore  nn- 
willing  that  a  report  of  this  vote  of  tbanbs 
should  reacli  the  noble  object  of  it  in  a 
far  d^tiuit  part  of  the  world,  without 
knowing  that  his  cdiiduct  W99  approved  by 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


86?! 


EABL;  debates,  UAt  3,  no^.-^Votc  of  Thanh,' ^c 


136§ 


those  who  had  been  instruihental  in  plac* 
iiig  him  in  that  sttaation. 

Lord  Hatehsbunf  added  his  share  of  ap- 
plause to  that  of  the  noble  lord  who  pre- 
ceded, as  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of 
the  noble  marquis,  and  in  terms  of  the 
vrarmest  adh;iiration,  adverted  to  the  gal- 
lintry  displayed  by  the  commander  in 
chief  in  another  part  of  the  country  in 
tvhich  the  victories  were  obtained,  and 
which  bad  been  alluded  to  by  his  noble 
friend.  On  the  services  performed  by 
that  gallant  officer,  he  particularly  com- 
mented and  extolled)  as  well  fai  India,  as 
clber  parts  of  the  globe. 

The  Earl  of  limerick  followed,  and 
^>oke  warmly  in  support  of  the  motion. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  highly  pa. 
negyrised  the  conduct  of-  Gen.  Lake,  par- 
^cularly  in  America,  while  serving  in  the 
srmy  of  a  noble  marquis  not  then  in  his 
place. 

The  Earl  of  Camden  also  strongly  sup- 
ported the  motion,  and  took  occasion 
handsomely  to  descant  upon  the  profes- 
sional merits  of  Gen.  Wellesltjy. — The 
question  was  then  put,  and  the  thanks  of 
the  House  were  voted  nem.  dis. 

Lord  Hobart  then  proposed  the  thanks 
of  the  house  to  Lord  Chve,  for  his  very 
meritorious  conduct  as  governor  of  Fort 
St.  George,  in  the  late  war  against  Tippoo 
Siitaun,  &c.  These  were  voted  nem. 
dis. — His  lordship  afterwards  proposed  the 
thanks  of  the  house  to  Jouathan  Duncan, 
Esq.  governor  of  Bombay ;  to  generals  Lake, 
St.  John,  and  Wellesley ;  and  to  the  seve- 
ral subordinate  officers,  &c.  which  were 
Bsverally  voted,  nem.  dis.  by  their  lord- 
ships. After  which  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  do  transmit  the  same 
to  tlie  governor  general,  6fc.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  3. 

[Minutes  ]— A  message  by  the  black 
rod,  required  the  attendance  of  the  house 
in  the  house  of  lords,  where  the  -royiil,  as- 
sent was  given  by  commission  to  the 
8,000,0001.  Exchequer  Bills  bill,  the, Ban- 
kers* Indemnity  bill,  the  Rape  Seed  Im- 
portation bill,  the  British  Militia  Pay  and 
Clothing  bill,  the  Militia  Adjutants'  bill, 
the  Irish  Militia  Offer  bill,  the  Irish  Mi- 
litia Augmentation  bill,  the  Irish  Linen 
bill,  the  Priests  and  Deacons  Orders'  bill, 
the  Scotch  Bank  Capital  Augmentation 
hill,  th^  ©HbUn  Police  \^\\^  %\it  Xemple 


Bar  Improvement  bill,  and  several  private 
bills,  with  which  the  Speaker,  on  his  re* 
turn,  acquainted  the  house. — Sir  Edmund 
Hartopp  presented  a  petition  from  tlie 
debtors  confined  in  the  county  gaol  of 
Hereford.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
—Mr.  Ker  presented  a  petition  from4,he 
linen  manufacturers  of  Belfast  and  Lis* 
burn  in  Ireland,  against  the  4  per  cent*^ 
duty  on  the  exportation  of  linens.  The 
petition  stated,  that  the  number  of  yards 
of  linen  exported  from  Ireland  in  the  year 
1796,.  exceeded  46  millions;  that  the 
number  exported  last  year  was  little  more 
than  37  millions,  being  9*^72,948  yards 
less  than  in  tlie  year  179^9  ^^^  ^l^^t  this 
deficiency  had  been  occasioned  by  the  rui^ 
nous  operations  ol"  the  duty.  The  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  to  which  the  other  petitions 
on  the  same  subject  were  referred. — Mr, 
Rose  reported  from  the  Stirling  Election 
Committee,  that  the  sitting  member,  the 
hon.  C.  E.  Fleeming,  had  been  duly 
elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  not  fri- 
volous not  vexatious.-^Mr.  Adams,  from 
the  Navy  Board,  presented.  An  account  of 
the  number  of  men  and  troops  employed 
on  board  the  fleet,  from  the  31st  of  Dec^ 
1793,  to  the  15th  of  March,  179^  ;  also 
from  the  15th  of  March,  1S03,  to  the  15th 
of  March,  1804.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  —The  lords*  amendments  to  the  East 
India  Dock  bill  were  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Williams  ordered  to  acquaint  their  lord-  - 
ships  thereof.— Mr.  Bankes  moved  the  or-» 
der  of  the  day  for  a  committee  of  the 
wliole  house  on  the  petition  for  building  a 
new  court  house  in  Westminster.  The 
house  having  resolved  into  the  committee^ 
Mr.  Rose  in  the  chair,  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  agreed  to ;  and  on  the  house 
being  resumed,  the  report  was  received, 
and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  pursuant 
to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Rose  and  Mr.  Bankes  being  ordered  tq 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same.r-nSir  John 
Frederick  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  petition  for  erect., 
iug  a  bridge  between  Staines  and  Egham  „ 
had  been  referred,  The  resolutions  were 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  accordingly* 
— Mr  Rose  nfioved,  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  houset  an  Abstract  of  the  n> 
turns  that  had  been  obtained  under  the  act 
pf  last  session,  for  procuring  returns  re*? 
l^tive  to  the  ex  pence  and  maintenance  of 
the  poor  of  England,  so  far  as  the  sam^ 
had  teep  ^iJa^e  tq  l^js  Majesty's  s^?.  9X 
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state.  Ordered. — Mr.  Corry  brought  up 
the  bill  for  authorisiug  the  sale  to  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  heirs  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin's  palace  in  Kevin  Street,  Dublin, 
^nd  for  directing  the  application  of  the 
purchase-money,  and  of  other  sums,  to 
provide  a  see-house  for  his  Grace,  Read 
a  first  time,  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. — Mr.  Dillon,  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, hoped  for  the  permission  of 
the  house  to  defer  his  motion  relative  to 
tlie  situation  of  Catholics  in  the  Irish  mi- 
litia to  a  future  day.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber did  not  fix  on  any  particular  day. — 
Mr.  Fox  rose  to  say,  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  bring  forward  his  motion  relative 
to  Ihe  Hanoverian  transports  to-morrow, 
but  that  he  should  postpone  it  till  Mon- 
day ;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  he  did  not  pledge  himself  to  bring  it 
forward  on  that  day. 

[Vote  OF  Thanks  to  the  Army  in 
India.] — Lord  Castlereagh  rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  to  propose  a  vote  of  thai^ks  to 
the  Marquis  Wellesley,  ana  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  concerned  in  achieving  our 
late  successes  in  India.  The  noble  lord 
accounted  for  the  postponement  of  this 
njotion  to  a  period  so  long  alter  the  intel- 
ligence of  several  of  tbe  brilliant  victories 
in  that  quarter  had  reached  this  country, 
by  stating,  that  govt,  waited  for  the  full 
ofificial  dt'taih,  in  order  that  the  name 
of  no  meritorious  officer  should  be  omit- 
ted ;  that  in  this  mark  of  distinguished  ac- 
knowledgment, the  services  of  nx)  man 
should  be  overlooked,  who  had  any  claim 
to  participate  of  the  honour  meant  to  be 
conferred  by  a  motion  of  this  nature,  a 
motion  which  he  begged  to  be  understood 
as  distinctly  confined  to  the  military  tran- 
sactions, from  which  he  wished  to  sepa- 
rate every  thing  of  a  civil  or  political  na- 
ture, every  thing  connected  with  the  cause 
and  origin  of  ihe  war.  This  would  form  a 
subject  for  future  discussion.  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  policy  which  prompt- 
ed to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he 
felt  it  was  due  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
question,  and  to  candor  towards  the  hon. 
gent,  on  the  other  side  (Mr.  Francis),  to 
make  it  the  ground  of  a  special  examina- 
tion, and  not  at  all  to  blend  it  with  the 
potion  he  had  now  the  honotir  to  submit 
to  the  house.  Prom  that  consideration, 
therefore^  he  should  confine  himself,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  a  military  view  of 
the  subject ;  and  he  would  not  call  upon 
ihe  house  to  pronounce  t^hy  opinion  upon 
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the o^her  part  of  the  transaction,  which  it 
was  not  at  all  his  desire  to  prejudge  Al- 
though impressed  with  the  persuasion,  that 
nothing  in  his  power  to  urge  could  ad« 
vance  the  military  merits  of  the  several 
6tficers  engaged,  he  would  not  attempt  to 
chill  the  feelings  of  the  country,  which 
must  have  been  so  strongly  excited,  and 
so  highly  elated,  by  the  narration  of  the 
brilliant  exploits  which  had  been  perform- 
ed ;  exploits*  which  owed  so  much  to  the 
previous  arrangement  and  preparation  of 
Marquis  Wellesley.  Although  he  con- 
ceived the  wisdom  of  the  original  contriv- 
ance, and  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  exe- 
cutibn,  to  be  much  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  panegyric  he  could  bestow,  yet  there 
were  two  or  three  prominent  features  ia 
this  transaction,  of  which  he  could  not 
decline  to  take  notice ;  and  first,  he  ob- 
served that  Marquis  Wellesley,  after  hav-. 
ing  made  ample  provision  for  the  security 
of  our  Indian  empire,  and  after  having 
sent  a  considerable  detachment  to  rein- 
force our  troops  in  Ceylon,  was  able  to 
bring  into  the  field  against  Scindia,  &c.  no 
less  a  force  than  55,000  effective  men^ 
This  served  to  shew  the  vigorous  exertion* 
of  the  noble  marquis,  and  the  knowledge, 
of  the  fact  must  be  grateful  to  the  country^ 
as  it  afforded  a  proud  display  of  the  extent 
of  our  military  resources  in  that  quarter  of 
the  empire.  Another  meritorious  poiat  iii 
the  conduct  of  the  govt,  of  India,  was  the 
prompt  and  judicious  distribution  of  this 
force.  Immediately  after  the  rupture,  the 
troops  commenced  their  operations  at  dif- 
ferent and  opposite  points  of  the  enemy's 
territory.  Every  part  of  tlie  plan  of  at- 
tack manifested  such  a  degree  of  skill  and 
arrangement  on  the  part  of  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley, as  particularly  entitled  his  lordship 
to  the  attention  of  parliament  and  the 
gratitude  of  ilie  country:  but  such  judg- 
ment and  vigilance  could  not  excite  sur^ 
prise,  when  it  was  recollected  that  they 
were  evinced  by  the  same  personage,  who 
gave  such  signalproof  of  the  superiority  of 
his  mind,  in  the  detection  and  overthrow 
of  that  inveterate  enemy  of  the  British  in- 
terests in  India,  the  late  Sovereign  of  the 
Mysore.  Another  distinguished  trait  in 
the  character  of  this  war,  the  noble  lor4 
observed  to  be  the  time  in  which  such  im- 
portant acquisitions  to  the  fame  of  our 
arms  and  the  security  of  our  empire  had 
been  obtained.  It  appeared  that  all  had 
been  done  in  the  space  of  three  mouths, 
during  which  Gen«  Wellesley  l^ad  cou« 
AA 
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quered  every  thing  froqi  Scindia  in  the 
Guztrat  and  the  Dckan,  while  Gen.  Lake 
had  subdued  an  hnmcuse  tract  of  territory 
ill  another   quarter;    and   on  the  whole, 
tiiose    officers,    witli    the   other   detach- 
ments of  our  force,  had  made  more  ex- 
tensive conquests,  and  obtained  more  de- 
cislN-e  victories,   than  could  be  found  to 
hhVe  been  atchie\'ed  within  the  same  space 
<sf  time  in   tire  aiinals  of  -mihtary  history. 
rf  the -force  with  which  our  army  had  to 
donte^  consisted  merely  of  the  natives  of 
India,  Ibrmed  and   arrayed  a§  they  ordi- 
narily are,  our  glory  would  not,  he  con- 
fessed, be  by  any  means  so  high  ;  but  it 
wiis  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Malirattas 
were  a  power  materially  diflftTfiit  from  the 
Other  native  powers  of  India,  aiKl  that  in 
tbis  instance  they  were  not  only  disciplined 
but  officered  by  Eiiropeairs.     Having  no- 
ticed the  success  and,  the  length   of  the 
campaign,  as   matter  equally  of  surprise 
and  triumph,  tiie  noble  Lord  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  house  would  excuse  him  for 
detailing  some  particulars  of  its  progress, 
although  he  felt  it  would  be  impossible  to 
describe  it  altogether  in  terms  t)f  adequate 
justice.  •  In  the  course  of  the'  w^r,  there 
were  ei^  places  of  great  militajy  strength 
and  importance   captured   by  our  army, 
four  of  which  were  taken  by  escalade,  and 
in  a  manner,   he  could  venture  to  say, 
from   the   best  information,   not  to  suf- 
fer by  a  comparison  with  the  moTst  re- 
ftowne'd  attacks  of  the  same  nature  which 
occurred    on    the  Continent    during   the 
ktjt  war.      The   operations  of  our  army, 
however,  were  not  confined  to  sieges  or 
storming  parties.     They  had  equally  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in   another  species 
of  warfare.     They  had  fought  ho  less  than 
four  pitched  battles,  in  two  of  which  Gen. 
Wellesley  commanded ;  in  the  others  (Jen. 
Lake.     To  compare  thfe  'nature  of  these 
victories,  he  felt  was  not  the  way  to  do 
justice  to  either  of  the  gallknt  officers,  for 
there  was  a  peculiar  merit  belonging  to 
^ch.     Their  cases,  and  thje  circumstances 
eonnected  with  th6m  were  distinct  and  se- 
parate.    The  -vifctory  of  the  ?3d  of  Sept. 
w^  particularly  honourable  to  the  courage 
and  ^kill  of  Gen.  Welleslpy.     It  was  now 
teown  to  be  a  fact,  that'  wftti  the  4500 
ttoops  he  cotmnanded,''lie  defeated  a  force 
not  lesi  than  ten  tifties  that  number,  and 
1^'H  deftirft  was  th'e'  moft  a^brfshing;  as 
thisf  superior  ibr'ce  was  npt  only  fd npid able 
trom  number.  Hut  front  disciplJne ;'  it  was 
•cqtraintcdwith  t^ctics^.  and,  as  it  %a$ 
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capable  of  the  varieties  of  military  evolu- 
tion,  it  actually  changed  its  position  five 
ditTerent  times  in  the  course  of  the  engage- 
ment.    In  fact,  the  fate  of  that  day  was 
decided  by  the  persevering  bravery  of  our 
troops,  and  the  result  put  us  in  possession 
of  lao  pieces  of  cannon.     In  the  battle  of 
the  30th  of  Nov.  the  noble  lord   stated, 
that  Gen.  Lake  also  had   to  contend  with 
a  disparity  of  numbci-s,  for  t!ie  force  of  the 
enemy  amounted   to  three  or  four  times 
more  than    that   which  he    commanded ; 
and,  in  addition  to  this  disadvantage,  our 
army,  within  48  hours  before  the  engage- 
ment commenced,  marchcfl  6*5  miles.  TliC 
house  would  feel  the  extraordinary  merit 
whicli  belonged   to  an   army  that,  under 
such   circumstances,  could  conquer;  and 
particuliirly  when  it  was  recollected,   that 
our  troops  left  their  artillery  behind  them, 
and  owed  their  victory  to  their  bayonets. 
The  enemy's  army^  in  this  engagement,  the 
noble  lord  stated*  to  be  quite  familiar  with 
regular  discipline  ;  that  the  greatest  part 
of  their  battalions  were  under  the  command 
of  European  ofHcers  ;  and  that  their  artil- 
lery was  as  well  served  as  that  of  any  of 
the  power^  engaged  in  the  last  continen- 
tal war.     In  alluding  to  those  two  officers 
and  their  deeds  in  particular,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  supposed  that  he  meant  to 
tiirow  the  other  officers  and  their  troops 
into  the  back  ground,  as  nothing  could  be 
more  remote  from  his  intention.     Their 
achievements  were  such   as,    he  had  no 
doubt,  would  remain  forever  impressed  on 
the  annals  and  the  feelings  of  their  coun- 
try.    When  calling  upon  the  house  to  pro- 
claim and  record  its  admiration  and  grati- 
tude for  such  an  army,  the  noble  lord  re- 
peated that  he  did  not  mean  to  look  for 
any  thing  that  could  have  a  tendency  to 
Justify  the  policy  of  the  war,  and,  without 
entering  into  its  merits,  would  congratulate 
that  house  and  th'e  country  on  one  colla- 
teral effect  of  it—that  it  had  produced  the 
complete  disorganization  of  the  whole  force 
of  Scindia,  which  had  been  trained  up  and 
organized  to  annoy   our  possessions,    to 
Form  a  diversion  in  that  part  of  oi^r  em- 
pire in  favour  of  an  old,  jealOus  rival,  and 
now  an  inveterate  enem^,  whose  emissaries 
were  employed  to  propagate  their  perfidi- 
ous   and   envenomed    views   among    the 
chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  confederacy,  and 
16  communicate  a  knowledge  of  discipline 
to'  the   Mahratta  troops.      Another  sa- 
lutary effect  of  this  war,'  must  be  to  ad- 
vance the  military  cliaractet  of  0\\t  couu- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i732 


PARL.  DEBAtES,  Map  3,  1804.— Fo^c  of  Thanks,   8fC. 


[3:« 


tiy ;  a  thing,  by  thfe  bye,  of  the  utmost 
cohsequence  in  the  present  times ;  •  for,  in 
the  military  age  in  which  we  live,  the  high 
reputation  of  our  army  was  essential  to 
our  secufrity.  It  was  a  valuable  part  of 
our  general  character;  and  it  must  be 
matter  of  pi*oud  contemplation  for  the 
country  that,  growing  as  it  was  in  wealth, 
and  in  that  luxury  which  was  its  general 
concomitant,  no  national  debility  had  fol- 
lowed ;  our  people  had  lost  nothing  of  the 
energy  which  uniformly  characterized  G. 
Britain ;  on  the  contrary,  that  energy 
seemed  to  improve  as  danger  pressed,  and 
the  laurels  which  our  troops  had  collected 
in  the  course  of  the  last  war,  were,  by  such 
events  as  those  to  which  he  alluded  on  the 
present  occasion,  refreshed  and  invigorat- 
ed. The  monument  of  fame  which  was 
raised  by  the  British  army  in  Egypt,  had 
been  farther  exalted  by  the  British  army  in 
India,  'there  was  no  part  of  the  world 
that  had  not  witnessed  our  glory  ;  and  was 
it  to  be  supposed  that,  if  any  occasion 
arose,  that  glory  would  not  be  equally  con- 
spicuous at  home  ?  He  felt  that  it  would  be 
a  presumption  in  any  individual  to  wish 
that  such  an  occasion  should  occur — to 
express  a  desire  for  a  contest  with  the 
enemy  on  our  own  soil ;  but  he  would  say 
that,  after  all  the  pompous  and  insulting 
menaces  of  that  enemy,  he  could  trace 
nothing  in  the  state  of  oitr  preparations  in 
the  spirit  of  parliament  or  the  people, 
which  could  lead  him  to  wish  that  the 
enemy  should  not  come.  If  he  should 
come,  sure  he  was,  that  there  was  no 
*  ground  to  fear  for  the  result.  It  was  ob- 
vious, that  the  genius  of  Englishmen, 
which  could  urge  to  such  extraordinary 
exertions  in  ,  distant  colonies,  when  acted 
upon  by  all  the  important  considerations 
which  prompt  to  the  defence  of  liberty,  in- 
dependence, family,  and  home,  would  rise 
to  exertion  and  glory  of  a  still  higher  na- 
ture. Should  that  day  of  trial  come,  he 
was  confident  that  our  army  would  not  be 
contented  with  emulating  even  their  coun- 
trymen who  have  fought  in  Egypt  and 
India,  but  that  the  result  of  the  contest 
would  be  the  source  of  joy,  exultation, 
and  gratitude,  not  only  in  theit  own  coun- 
try, but  throughout  the  whole  civilized 
world.  The  noble  lord  concluded  with 
mpving  the  thanksi  of  the  house  to  the 
Most  Noble  Richard  Marquis  Wellesley, 
Governor  General  of  India,  for  th*^  zeal, 
energy,  atwi  ability,  with  which  the  military 
resources  of  bis  govt,  were  applied  ih  the- 


litte  war  with  Scindia  and  the  Raj  ih  of  Be- 
rar ;  also,  that  the  house  do  attribute  the» 
result  of  that  war  in  a  great  degree,  to  th^ 
vigorous  and  comprehensive  'mcasurei^ 
adopted  by  the  govt,  of  India,  and  to  th^ 
system  of  promptitude  and  efficiency  by 
which  the  armies  were  brought  into  the 
field. 

Mr.  Francis, — Mr.  Speaker ;  the  motioi\. 
made  by  the  noble  lord  puts  me  under  great 
difficulty,  and  if  it  prevails,  I  think,  will 
reduce  the  house  itself  to  a  similar  difficulty 
in  its  future  proceedings  on  the  sutwect  erf 
the  war  in- India.  I  shall  state  it  fairly  as  ' 
it  strikes  me,  and  leave  it  to  the  candicl 
consideration  and  impartial  judgment  of 
the  house.  When  I  attended  yesterday,  in 
consequence  pf  the  notice  given  by  the 
noble  lord,  it  was  with  an  expectation, 
well  warranted  by  the  terms  in  which  he 
gave  it,  that  nothing  was  intended  but  ^ 
particular  vote  of  thanks,  in  which  I  should 
have  heartily  concurred,  to  parties  and  for 
services  of  which  he  cannot  think  mor^ 
highly  than  I  do,  I  believed  and  I  ex- 
pected that  tl^e  motion  would  be  confined, 
as  I  still  think  it  ought  to  be,  to  person* 
and  to  actions,  concerning  which  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  i  meaa 
the  eminent  gallantry  and  skill  with  whicfe 
all  the  military  operations  against  the 
Mahrattas  appear  to  have  been.condvicted. 
The  memory  of  the  brave  men  who  have 
fallen  in  these  conflicts,  is  eutitled  to  everjr 
mark  of  honour  which  thjs  house  has  the 
power  of  conferring.  The  services  of  the 
survivors  have  an  equal  claim  to  the  grar 
titude  of  their  country.  Whether  so  many 
valuable  lives  have  been  unprofitably  lost> 
or  in  a  quarrel  which  ought,  or  ought  not 
to  be  avowed  by  parliament,  or  whether 
such  great  exertions  have  been  made  witb 
a  sufficient  consideration  of  the  policy^  the 
justice,  and  thq  necessity  of  the  war,  are 
questions  which  it  was  not  advisable  nor  in 
any  shape  necessary  to  be  brought  this  day 
into  debate.  The  noble  lord's  motioa 
forces  them  to  a  discussion  without  neces- 
sity, and  in  effect  decides  them  without 
knowledge.  Th©  merits  of  the  war  itself 
ought  to  have  been  left  untouciied  and  ei^ 
tire  for  future  deliberation.  By  this  mo- 
tion that  question  is  prejudged ;  or  at  lea^ 
the  use  and  effect  of  that  deliberation  is 
precluded.  Ijt  is  impossible  for  parliameot 
to  go  with  a  free  apd  unbiassed  mind  to 
examiije  the  wisdom  or  the  justice  pf  a  war, 
to  the  author  and  director  pf  wh^h  jthey 
have  already  returned  their  thanks  in  such 
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exalted  terms,  first  for  the  plan,  and  then 
for  the  success  of  it.     The  uoble  lord  has 
teen   very  cautious,   as  he  says,  not  to 
confound    the    two   questions.      He   has 
drawn  a  line  of  distinction  between  the  me- 
rits and  services  of  Marquis  Weilesley  in 
his  miUtafy  capacity,  that  is,  for  the  plan 
and  operations  of  the  war^  which  cannot 
be  too  highly  applauded,  and  the  justice 
or  policy  of  the  war  itself,  which,  he  says, 
are  still  left  open  to  the  examination,  and 
possibly   to   the   censure    of    parliament, 
when    the'  evidence  comes   before  them. 
This  I  hold  to  be  impossible  in  practice. 
\Vhen  once  this  house  has  pronounced  that 
the  plan,  the  execution,  and  the  success 
of  a  great  measure  deserve  your*  hi«^hest 
approbation,  you  cannot  tread  back  your 
steps;  you  cannot  say  to  the  same  man, 
under  another  character,  as  if  he  plavcd 
two  parts  in  the  same  performance,  that 
the  principles  on  which  he  acted  deserve 
your  severest  condemnation.     I  put  the 
case  as  a  bare  possibility  in  argument,  and 
not  meaning  to  utter  a  word,  or  to  breathe 
a  thought  in  prejudice  of^that  part  of  the 
question  whiv;h  the  noble  lord  says  is  still 
reserved  for  a  free  di&cussion.     On  a  for- 
mer occasion,  whe«n  this  subject  was  first 
Introduced,  I  flatter  my  self  that  the  manner 
in  which  I  urged  aninquiryjinto  the  causes  of 
the  war  in  India,  existing  then,  and  indeed 
still  existing,   without  the  knowledge  of 
parliament,  bad  given  general  satisluction. 
I  said  not  one  word  in  disparagen)ent  of 
'.Marquis  Weilesley  ;  nor  shall  I  now,     No 
otlier  evidence  of  the  merit  of  his  measures 
h  within  our  knowledge,  but  that  his  mea- 
sures have  succeeded.     On  that  principle, 
in  fair  and  honourable  argument,  if  jiis 
measures  had  been  defeated,  we  mqst  have 
condemned  him  on    the  principle  of  his 
conduct.     The  npbl^  lord,  whcj  extpls  the 
care  t\iken,  and  the  extraordinary  provi- 
sions made  by  ]NIarquis  Weilesley  to  guard 
a^aipst  defeat  and  to  insure  success,  in 
oiie  instance  forgets  himself :  he  Says  that 
•one  of  gen.  Lake's  victories  was  obtained 
by  a  handful  of  men  against  an  immense 
disparity   of  numbers.     That,   indeed,    1 
allow,  is  saying  a  great  deal  for  the  skill  of 
the  general,    and   for  ^hp  valpur  of  the 
army ;  but  it  is.  not  saying  much  for  the 
precautions  taken,  and  the  means  fqrnished 
by  the   civil  gpvt.     Whatever  the  event 
may  be,  no  govt,  has  a  right  to  expect,  or 
to  calculate  upon  the  probability  that  a 
handful  of  men  will  succeed  against  a  very 
^PF^rior  force.     In  the  first  action  under 


gen.  Weilesley,  on  the  other  side  of  India, 
I  know  with  certainty  that  his  army  wiis  in 
the  greatest  danger,  and  that  if  that  most 
gallant  charge  made  by  our  cavalry,  in  the 
front  of  which  col. Maxwell  fell,  had  not 
succeeded,  our  army  would  in  all  appear- 
ani:e  have  been  lost.     1   agree  with   the 
noble  lord,    that   tlie   dissolution   of  tlie 
French  force  under  M.  du  Perron,  which 
was   attached    to   the   service  ui   fecindia, 
may  be  a  considerable  advantage.     What- 
ever it  m;'y  be,  it  was  collateral  and  inci- 
dental.    If  I  am  rightly  informed,  it  was 
not  reduced  by  force,  but  came  over  to  us 
by  private  negociaiion  and  agreement.  The 
noble  lord  talks  witli  triumph  and  exulta- 
tion of  the  rapid  progress  of  our  arms,  and 
the   immense  acquisitions  of  territory  we 
have  made  in  the  Guzzerat  and  elsewhere. 
He  forgets  that  the   positive  law  of  this 
country,  founded  on  the  best  considered 
principles  of  policy  and  justice,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  advice  of  every  man  in  this 
couHtry,  whose  authority  deserves  to  be 
regarded,  forbids  any  farther  acquisition  of 
territory  in  India.     Prima  facie,  a  British 
governor,  ,who  makes  war  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  territory,  offends  against  the  law, 
and  is  bound  to  justify  himself  on  the  case 
before  he  can  be  acquitted. — On  the  whole, 
Sir,  jt  is  my  opinion,  that  this  motion  of 
thanks  to  Marquis  Weilesley,  ought  to  be 
deferred.     I  have  no  personal  object  to 
obtaiiij  or  even  wish  to  gratify,  in  the  part 
I  have  taken  op  this  subject,  unless  it  is 
to  preserve   the  consistency  of  my   own 
character,  and  to  rtdhf  re  to  the  principles 
with  which  I  set  out  ip  the  govt,  of  India, 
and  from  which   I  nev^r  have  departed. 
Thanks  given  withopt  knowledge  or  deli- 
beration, do  no  honour  to  ihq^e  who  give, 
or  to  those  who  receive  them.     They  have 
no  root,  and  cannot  live.  Let  the  evidence 
come  before  us.     Let  the"  noble  lord's  con- 
duct be  examined,  and  then  if  it  should 
appear  that  the  war  in  which  India  is  in- 
volved, was  not  voluntarily  on   his  part, , 
that  it  was  founded  in  justice  and  neces- 
sity, I  shall  be  as  ready  as  any  man  to  join 
in   the  thanks  proposed   by  this  motion. 
The  thanks  of    the  hoHse  of  commons, 
founded  on  due  exan\ination,  and  includ- 
ing all  the  considerations  that  belong  tp 
the  question,  will  thep  proceed  with  dig- 
nity,   T^ieir  iipprespion  will  be  deep,  and 
their  epect  lastipg,     J  therefore  think  that 
the  motion  ought  to  be  postponed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agree^l 
with  the  hop.  gent,  who  spoke  last^  th^t^ 
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thanks  without  a  knowledge  of  their  being?  to  be  admitted  as  a  claim  to  parliamentarf 
desen-ed,  reflected  honour  neither  on  the  |  thanks,  the   commander   in  chief  of  thu 
giver  nor  the  receiver  ;>  but  he  contended, 
that  sufficient  grounds  were  laid  in  this 
instance  to  justify  the  vote  proposed   to 
the  noble  marquis.     This  motion,  in  fact, 
was  sustained  by  the  same  principles  upon 
which  all  similar  votes  of  thanks  rested. 
The  house  was  fully  apprised  of  the  splen- 
did exploits  alluded  to,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed  to  thank  the  noble  marquis  not  in 
l«s  civil,  but  m  his  military  capacity ;  not 
as  governor  general  of  India,  but  as  cap- 
tain general  of  the  forces.     To  his  com- 
biuation  and   arrangement  in  that  capa- 
city, it  was  \knowu  that  the  glorious  issue 
of  the  campaign  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
to   be  attributed.     As  to  the  allusion  of 
the  lion.  gent,  to  what  he  called  the  im- 
prudence of  the  governor  general,  in  ex- 
posing Gen.  Wellesley  to  light  the  enemy 
with  such  unequal  numbers,  that  fight  was 
the  result  of  an  accident  against  which  no 
foresight  could  have   guarded;    and  Col. 
^Stevenson   was   at  the  time  within  half  a 
day's   march  of  the  general  with  a  rein- 
forcement of  10,000  men.     The  reference 
to  the  law,  as  restraining  us  from  extend- 
ing our  territory  in  India,  the  right  hon. 

gent,  stated  to  be  very  incorrect;  as  the 

act  which  passed  in  1794?  prescribed*  only 

that  we  should  not  commence  a  war  in 

India  for  the  sake  of  conquest;   but   to 

maintain,  that  in  the  course  of  a  war  we 

should  make  no  conquests  that  might  tend 

to  secure  ourselves,  or  facilitate  a  peace, 

was  a  proposition  too  extravagant  to  be 
.  listened  to.     He  professed  his  wish  to  ab- 
stain from  any  allusion  to  the  legitimacy  of 

the  war,  until  the  house  should  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  means  of  fully  examining 

and  fairly  judging  upon  it;  and  called  for 

the  appK)bation  of  the  house  to  the  ser- 

vices  of  the  noble  marquis  as  a  military 

commander,  not  as  a  civil  officer. 

Mr.  Fox  was  extremely  sorry  to  have 

any  difficulty  in  acceding  to  the  present 

uiotion;    but,  in  his  opinion,   it  was  in 

all  reason  and  all  argume-nt,  impossible 

that  such  a  motion  should  be  sanctioned. 

He  considered  it  a  new  principle  to  vote 

the  approbation  of  the  house  to  any  but 

the  e   actually  engaged   in   the   exploits, 

which  it  fron>  time  to  time  had  thought 

proper  to  distinguish  by  tliat  honour.     It 

was,  however,  stated,  that  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley had  set  the  army  in  motion.     He 

inight  have  given  commands  to  that  effect, 

bH^  \i  9^^\^  (X>miec(ioD  wi^h  an  o^ipy  were 


country'   would    have   a   right   to   be  in- 
cluded in  any  vote  for  any  achievement 
performed    by    the    British    army ;    apd 
upon    the  same  principle  the   Admiralty 
bhottld    have  participated  of   the   thanks 
voted  to  Lord  Howe  and  Lord  St.  Vin-, 
cent,  for  their  glorious   vict;ories   in  the 
course   of  the  last  ,war.     He  hoped  the 
two  questions  would  be  kept  distinct,  and 
that  the  execution  would  not  be  blended 
with   the   arrangement.     It  was,   indeed, 
contended,  that  all  this  had  been  done  in 
the  character  of  captain  general ;  but  was 
it  a  matter  of  doubt  that  the  title  of  cap- 
tain general  was,  in  this  instance,  eptirely 
of  a  civil   signification,    and   the  person 
who  filled  it,  however  respectable  in  otfier 
points  of  view,  was  a  person  of  a  perfectly 
civil  education,  without  any  military  ex- 
perience whatsoever ;  a  person  who  could 
not  be  trusted  with  the  command  of  the . 
army.     The  noble  marquis  must  be  sen- 
sible of  all  these  things,  and  if  the  thanks 
of  the  house  were  voted  to  him  on  tint 
ground,   he  would  think   tke  house  was 
laughing  at  him.     He  felt  hims^f  under 
the  necessity,  from  a  regard  to  the  consist- 
ency of  the  house,  and  from  motives  of 
respect  for  the  noble  marquis,  to  protest 
against  mixing  him  in  this  vote.  He  should 
therefore  move  the  previous  question  upon 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  Wallace  stated,  that  the  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  on  the 
capture  of  Seringapatam,  and  the  con- 
quest of  the  Mysore,  to  Lord  Clive,  go* 
vernor  of  Bombay,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  go- 
nernor  of  Bombay,  for  their  services- in 
contributing  to  these  achievements,  were 
proofs  that  the  practice  was  not  new. 
But  whether  there  were  precedents  or  not, 
he  thought  it  impossible  to  contemplate 
victories,  such  as  should  animate  every 
British  breast,  and  to  refuse  to  associate  in 
the  thanks  which  were  bestowed  on  them, 
the  men  whose  whdom  and  prudence  had 
contributed  most  to  them. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  Marquis  Wellesley,  on  the  occasion  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
was  founded  on  the  sagacity  with  which  he 
had  discovered,  and  the  promptitude  and 
ability  with  which  he  had  defeated,  the 
intrigues  of  the  French  and  Tippoo ;  me- 
rits belonging  to  his  civil  capacity,  and 
distinct  from  a  military  character.  He 
feared  the  ^Is^hrattsks  v^pi^d  prove  more 
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^Dgerous  enemies,  now  that  they  were 
^iifipersed,  than  when,  by  a  mode  of  war- 
fare unused  to  tli«ni,  they  were  united  in 
largt  bodies,  and  ventured  on  pitched 
battles:  his  apprehension  was  increased  by 
the  fact  of  there  having  been  no  intelli- 
gence from  Gen.  Wellesley  for  20  days 
before  the  last  dispatches  left  Bombay. 
Perhaps  the  dispersed  armies,  by  cutting 
off  his,  supplies  in  the  hilly  country  into 
which  he  had  entered,  had  compelled  him 
to  raise  the  siege  which  he  had  undertaken, 
and  to  retire  with  loss.  If  the  house  were 
in  the  alternative  of  voting  its  thanks 
now,  or  being  precluded  from  voting  them 
altogether,  he  sliould  concur  in  the  vote, 
though  not  acquiescing  tn  all  that  had 
been  said  in  support  of  it.  But  that  was 
not  the  case  now:  the  ancient  and  cus- 
tomary mode  of  voting  the  thanks  of  the 
bouse  was  not  immediately  on  each  vic- 
tejy,  but  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  as 
was  evident  from  a  reference  to  the  votes 
of  thanks  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
No  mischief  could  arise  from  delay,  while 
much  mischief  arose  from  haste.  It  ^me- 
times  happened,  from  too  great  precipi- 
tancy, that  a  person  received  a  vote  of 
thanks,  whom  it  was  afterwards  thought 
necessary  to  remove  from  his  command. 
He  would  not  mention  names,  but  the 
case  of  Copenhagen  must  be  fresh  in  every 
€>iie'8  memory.  The  expedition  to  Hol- 
land was  also  an  instance  of  the  rashness 
«f  voting  the  thanks  of  the  house  too 
hastily.  On  these  principles,  he  should 
vote  for  tlje  previous  question. 

Mr.  WUbtrfor^e  expressed  himself  in 
the  warmest  terras  of  approbation  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  British  troops  in  In- 
dia;  but  at  the  same  time  observed,  that 
he  confessed  he  did  not  like  the  question 
hi  its  present  shape.  He  could  not  pos- 
aibly  bring  his  mind  to  approve  of  tlie 
conduct  of  a  governor  general,  at  a  time 
when  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  that 
conduct  was  yet  unascertained  in  the  most 
juaterkl  points.  We  had  ho  knowledge 
whatever  of  his  reasons  for  going  to  war 
in  the  £rst  instance,  and  the  camp?iign 
bad  not  yet  come  to  a  termination,  froiti 
wtitch,  a  general  conclusion  could  be 
drawn.  He  was  as  far  as  any  man  from 
thinking  <  to  the  prejudice  of  the  noble 
dord,  who  had  so  far  conducted  our  affairs 
•m  the  East  with  such  extraordinary  sac- 
eeas  -,  but  as  there  were  no  grounds  before 
the  house  upon  which  he  could  be  abte  to 
Imnn  to  opinioBy  ke  eould  not  se^  that  the 


greatest  ctitnes  had  not  been  committed 
m  the  course  of  that  war,  or  in  the  pro- 
vocation to  the  war.  He  knew  that  man- 
kind were  in  general  too  prone  to  ambi- 
tion, and  too  much  gratified  With  adula- 
tion. As  he  was  at  present  but  groping  in 
the  dark,  and  had  no  means  of  seeing  the 
whole  of  the  question  clearly  before  his 
eyes,  he  felt  himsflf  under  the  necessity 
oi  putting  hypothetical  cases.  \i  it  should 
turn  out,  which  he  was  far  from  Supposing 
it  probable  that  it  would,  that  the  gover- 
nor general's  conduct  was  extremely  im- 
proper, that  he  acted  with  injustice  towards 
the  natives,  or  in  defiance  of  an  act  of 
Parliament,  was  it  not  possible  that  future 
governors  general  might  be  induced  to 
adopt  schemes  of  aggrandizement,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  similar  honours  to  those 
which  were  to  be  conferred,  in  the  present 
instance,  on  a  person  of  whose  rectitude 
he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt,  but  as  to 
the  propriety  of  whose  conduct  the  house 
had  not  the  smallest  means  of  judging, 
otherwise  than  as  to  his  direction  of  our 
military  operations  so  far  ?  War  was  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  that  could  befal  man-^ 
kind,  and  he  trusted  that  the  house  would 
pause  before  they  gave  the  sanction  of 
their,  vote  of  approbation  to  a  war,  which, 
however  splendid  in  its  progress,  might 
possibly  afterwards  appear  to  be  unjustly 
forced  upon  those  with  whom  we  were  con- 
tending. Supposing  even,  as  he  could  do 
nothing  else  but  conjecture  on  the  subject, 
supposing  that  the  resolution  of  going  to 
war  had  been  formed  a  long  time  previous 
to,  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  that 
would  materially  dejtract  from  the.  merit 
of  the  transaction;  as  a  great  portion  of 
it  consisted  of  the  promptitude  and  ala- 
crity with  which  the  whole  was  executed. 
He  had  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  it  was  not  only  his  hope,  but 
also  that  it  was  his  most  firm  belief,  that 
on  a  fuller  investigation  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  lord  would  appear  to  have  been 
most  strictly  consistent  with  justire  and 
with  honour,  and  that  it  would  be  such  as 
was  highly  creditable  to  the  nation.  But 
as  he  did  not  like  to  thank  by  halves,  as 
it' was  his  disposition  to  be  inclined  to 
thanfc  with  his  whole  heart,  he  wished 
that  the  proposition  of  a  vote  of  thanks 
had  been  postponed,  until  he  had  such 
an  opportunity  that  he  coa(d  feel  himself 
most  conscientiously  justified  ii^i  givlug  \i 
his  support.  '  ^ 

Mr,  Babhouse  defelstred,  thdt'he  was  e^- 
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tremely  sorry  to  ,§ee  that  any  q[iiscK)iicep-  i 
tion  should  have  arisen  in  thejuind  of  the 
lion.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  dow^i.     He- 
had  supposed  the  war  ia  India  to  be  a  war 
<>/  aggrandi^sement,  and  .he  had  spoken  as 
if  it  had  been  in  contenn^plation  for  some 
years.     There  were  nq  such  facts  before 
the  house,  nor  did   any  of  the  circum- 
stances  warrant   such   conclusions.,     The 
question  before  the  house  was  only   di- 
rected  to  the  miUtary  operations  of  the 
war;    and    though  he   might   lament   the 
evils  of  war  in  the  same  way  as  the  hon. 
gent,  had  doi^e,  yet  seeing  tha^  neither  the 
justice  nor  the  policy  of  the  war  were  in- 
volved in  the  least  in  what  was  submitted 
to  the  house,   he   could  not  at  all  find 
himself  justified  in  withholding  his  vote  of 
thanks  from  the  persons  who  had  achieved 
so  much  for  the  Ijonour  and  glory  of  their 
country.     The  house  had  done  the  same 
•  or  more  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  our  offi- 
cers and  troops  at  Egypt;  they  had   re- 
ceived  the  thanks  of  the   house  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  effected  their  land- 
ing, and  they  were  afterwards  thanked  by 
the  same  housej  of  commons  at  the  end  of 
the  campaign.    The  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fran- 
cis) who  lately  moved  for  the  production 
of  papers  relative  to  the  affairs  of  India, 
had   then   displayed    his    usual  candour. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  him  now  prejudge 
Aie  question.     He  thought  that  there  was 
a  most  strong  mark  of  genius  in  the  con- 
ception of  such  extensive  plans,   and  in 
the  direction  of  every  part  of  the  opera- 
tions,' in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  most 
completely  in  unison,  notwithstanding  their 
vast  distance  from  each  other.     He  was 
always  inclined  to  give  praise  where  praise 
was  justly  due,  and  therefore  he  gave  his 
most  hearty  support  to  the  original  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  had  neither  spoken  of  the  war  as 
having  been  many  years  in  contemplation, 
nor  had  he  said  that  it  was  a  war  of  ag- 
grandizement. Having  no  facts  before 
him,  upon  which  he  might  be  enabled 
to  argue,  he  had  put  these  hypothetical 
cases,  which  he  was  sure  the  house  woulfJ 
recollect  that  he  had  used  with  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  caution. 

Mr.  Greif  said,  that  h^  was  suxp^ri^ed  to 
Bear  the  interpretation  that  liad  b^n  giv^n 
to  the  words  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr^ 
Francie).  .  From  the  jturn  which  the  de- 
Bate  Bad  taken,  and  froip  the  lengjth.  to 
ihich  it;bad  bet^  ^t(&uded|  be.  st;iould 


not  ha\'e  troubled  the  ho<ise  with  any  oh* 
servations  upon  the  subject,  were  it  not 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  in  justice  to  hit 
hon.  friend,   to  rise  for  the  .purpose  oC 
rescuing  him  from  the  imputation  which 
had  been  thrown  upon  ^im  by  the  speech 
of  an  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Hobhouse>« 
His  hon.  friend   was  not  known  at  any 
time  to  be  deficient  in  candour,  and  he 
denied  that  in  this  instance  he  had  pre* 
judged  the  question.     In  the  course  of  a 
very  long  and  able  speech  which  had  beea 
delivered  by  the  noble  lord  who  opened 
the  debate,  he  had  dwelt  for  some  tioie 
upon  th)?  circumstance  of  the  great  acqui* 
sition  of  territory  which  had  been  obtained 
by  the  late  successes  in  India.     He  would 
appeal  to  the  house,  then,  if  it  was  not 
fair  for  his  hon.  friend  to  answer,  th«il 
such   wars  appeared,  prima  facie,  to  be 
objects  of  suspicion..    All  wars  in  India^ 
by  which  conquests  may  be  obtained,  aro 
doubtful  in   their  nature,  and  the  hou$^ 
should  see  the  justice  of  such  wars  before 
they  proceeded  to  a  vote  of  thanks.    Ano- 
ther hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr,  Johnstone) 
had   also    been    misrepresented ;    he   did 
suppose  not   intentionally,  but  certainly 
he  was  misrepresented.     He  had  observed 
that  it  had  been  the  ancient  practice  of 
the  house  to  give  a  vote  of  thanks  only 
when  the  campaign  was  ended,  and  whqa 
something  was  seen   to   have  been  esttu^ 
blished  with  some  degree  of  security  by 
means  of  the  conquests  which  had  boei^ 
obtained ;  and  he  lamented  that  a  difier« 
enl  sort  of  practice  had  crept  into  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  tlmt  house.     To  that  an  ex«» 
ception  was  taken  by  another  hon.  mem-* 
ber,  and  he  had  quoted  the  precedent  oi 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  our  troops  in  Egypt. 
That   could  hardly  be  said  in  a  serious, 
manner  to  be  among  the  ancient  proceedr 
ing^  of  that  hojuse.     His  hon.  friend  had 
declared,  that  he  thought  it  to  be  irregular 
for  the  hou^e  to  pass  a  vote^  of  thanks  to 
the  goverjior .  general  of  India,  in  his  mi- 
litary capaqity  only,   as  abstracted  froofn 
any  idea  of  his  civil  situation,  and  in  sup* 
port  of  that  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Geo« 
Wellesley  fpr  his  conquests  in  the  Mysore 
was  referred  to.    He  here  read  the  word* 
oif  the  vote  from  the  Journals  of  the  Bouse^ 
the«  sobstance    of  which    was,    that   the 
ho\ise  returned  him  thanks  for  the  i^niibrni 
:  wisdom,  and  mo4eration  of  his  conduct  in 
apposing  the  enemy,  and  al^  for  the  pe-* 
loetration,  ability^   and  vi^ur  which  ho 
;  had  display^  in  counteracting,  the  iQ; 
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trigues  of  the  French.  This  precedent  1 
was  equally  inadequate  to  the  support  of 
the  position  which  it  was  called  in  to 
strengthen.  Moderation  must  unques- 
tionably refer  t6  his  conduct  in  his  civil 
capacity.  His  penetration  and  ability  in 
counteracting  intrigues^  which  were  also 
<>bjects  of  the  commendation  of  that  house, 
could  not  be  fairly  reckoned  among  the 
duties  of  a  soldier.  It  was  therefore  evi- 
dent, that  such  a  vote  of  thanks  was  not 
confined  solely  to  the  view  of  military  con- 
duct* The  vote  to  Mr.  Duncan  might  be 
jfaid  to  be  in  some  degree  a  precedent  for 
the  vote  which  the  house  was  then  called 
upon  to  pass ;  but  even  that  was  not  com- 
pletely applicable.  In  the  present  case, 
the  house  migln  give  their  thanks  for  con- 
duct that  was  exceedingly  meritorious,  or 
they  might,  for  aught  they  knew,  express 
their  approbation  of  conduct  which  they 
might  liereafter  be  induced  to  censure. 
^e  thought  that  it  would  be  a  much  more 
prudent  Tine  of  conduct  for  the  house  to 
cvoid  th^  adoption  of  any  resolution  which 
might  possibly  create  embarrassment  in 
their  future  proceedings.  Thanks  had 
Been  voted  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  ability 
•nd  vigour  which  he  had  displayed  in  a 
transaction^  for  the  injustice  of  which  that 
bouse  had  afterwards  feh  it  their  duty  to 
knpeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords.  Though  it  was  not  the  business  of 
soldiers  to  think,  but  to  execute,  he 
atiould  wish  that  the  thanks  of  that  house 
should  not  be  given  even  to  our  troops, 
for  their  l^ravery  in  the  performance  of  an 
action  which,  though  it  was  a  duty  in  them 
to  execute  with  alacrity,  and  though  it 
should  have  been  achieved  in  the  most 
»pleudid  manner,  might  eventually  be 
proved  to  be  founded  in  injustice,  and 
contrary  to  the  written  laws  of  our  coun- 
try. It  was  a  painful  task  for  him  to  dis- 
sent fiom  a  vote  of  thanks  as  the  reward 
cf  valour ;  but  with  the  scanty  information 
that  was  now  before  the  hou§e,  he  thought 
lAmt  the  most  just,  the  most  honourable, 
as  well  as  the  most  candid  line  of  conduct 
that  he  could  pursue,  would  be  to  abstain 
from  passing  any  judgment  upon  the  case, 
and  to  give  his  support  to  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend. 

Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe  agreed,  that  if 
the  war  was  on  our  part  a  war  of  aggres- 
sion or  injustice,  then  there  should  be  no 
vote  qf  thanks,  not  even  the  shadow  of 
thanks.  As  the  hon.  gent,  on  the  bench 
below  him  (M^.  \Yilberforce)  appeared  to 


him  to  have  cast  some  reflections  on  the 
war,  and  as  the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Francis)  had,  on  a  former  night,  made  use 
of  the  allusion  of  the  tender  wolf  and  the 
violent  lamb,  a  figure  better  understood 
in  India  than  in  this  country,  he  thought 
It  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  war.  The  constant  intrigues 
of  Scindia  with  the  French,  and  the  num- 
ber of  Frenchmen  in  his  army,  who  kept 
up  a  constant  communication  with  Paris, 
were  alone  sufficient  proofs  of  his  hostility 
to  the  British  power  in  India. — [litre  Mr. 
Fox  called  the  hon.  bart.  to  order,  as  it 
had  been  understood  that  the  discussion 
of  the  grounds  of  the  war  was  not  now  to 
be  gone  ii)to.  The  Speaker  stated  this  to 
be  the  understanding ;  but  Sir  T.  Metcalfe 
claimed  a  right  to  state  the  reasons  which 
justified  his  vote."| — The  Mahrattas  had 
always  been  our  inveterate  enemie^..  It 
was  a  fact,  that  for  100  years  back,  the 
Mahrattas  had  been  the  constant  dis. 
turbers  of  the  peace  of  India.  Scindia, 
in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  but  with  a  par- 
ticular spirit  of  hostility  toward^ 'us,  had 
entered  into  intrigues  with  the  French, 
and  his  plans  were  ripe  for  execution — 
[Here  the  hon.  bart.  was  again  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  said  he' 
only  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  if 
the  hon.  bart.  went  into  the  general  ques- 
tion, it  was  open  to  every  one;  but  when 
it  had  been  agreed  not  to  go  into  it,  he 
thought  it  wrong  to  deviate  from  that  un- 
derstanding. Gen.  Maitland  rose  to  shew 
that  the  hon.  bart.  spoke  to  order,  but 
was  called  to  order  himself  by  Mr.  Bankes, 
as  going  also  into  the  general  ques- 
t  on.] — ^Sir  Theophilus  resumed.  He  re- 
ferred gent,  to  a  book  published  by  the 
noble  marquis,  on  the  subject  of  the  causes 
of  this  war,  for  a  full  and  ample  justifica- 
tion of  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  en- 
tered into.  This  book  was  now  in  th© 
hands  of  many  individuals;  he  supposed 
the  hon.  gent,  below  him  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  had  seen  it;  it  would  soon  be  pub- 
lished here,  and  would  form  a  valuable 
part  of  the  library  of  every  political  man. 
He  allowed  that  this  vote  of  thanks  was 
for  services  done  iu  the  capacity  of  gover- 
nor general,  not  that  of  captain  general. 
It  had  been  said  that  Gen*  Lake  had  aa 
inferior  force :  the  fact  was,  that  the  force 
was  80  well  apportioned,  that  there  was 
no .  where  a  man  too  many,  no  where  a 
man  too  few.  The  extent  of  the  country 
which  was  the  scene  of  hostiUties,  vrat 
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also  to  be  considej-ed ;  it  was  above  1000 
miles  square.  There  was  not  a  voice 
in  Indostaiiy  civil  or  military,  native  or 
European,  which  did  not  give  the  first 
credit  to  the  noble  marquis.  The  hon. 
bart.  then  stated,  as  a  proof  of  concert  in 
the  plan  and  operations,  that  the  fort  of 
Barrach  was  taken  by  Col.  Woodington, 
at  the  same  time  that  Gen.  Perron  was 
surrendering  to  Gen.  Lake.  As  a  proof 
of  the  high  state  of  discipline  of  the  sea- 
poys  in  our  service,  and  their  zeal  and 
devotion,  he  stated  that  Gen.  Lake's  great 
victory  was  gained  without  any  other  Eu- 
ropean assistance  than  that  of  the  76'th 
regiment,  of  which  one  half  was  lost  in 
the  action.  As  a  proof  of  the  decisive 
nature  of  the  victories  gained,  he  stated 
that  700  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken 
from  the  Mahrattas,  and  that  they  had 
not  now  20  pieces  in  their  possession  ; 
but  what  was  of  still  more  importance, 
the  French  power  in  India  was  entirely 
dissolved.  AH  this,  he  said,  was  to  be 
attributed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
noble  Marquis  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Grey^  in  explanation,  disclaimed 
for  himself  and  his  hon.  friends  any  intei»- 
tion  of  casting  the  smallest  imputation  on 
the  marquis  of  Wellesley. 

Mr.lk'illiam  Smith  looked  upon  the  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  conquest  of  the  Mysore 
as  no  precedent  for  this  ;  for  the  grounds 
there  stated  were  of  a  civil  nature,  inclu- 
sive even  of  moderation,  and  the  contest 
was  terminated. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  should  vote  for  the 
original  motion,  thinking  that  it  would 
not  prejudge  the  question  of  the  justice  of 
the  war;  while  passing  the  previous  ques- 
tion .would  cast  a,  reflection  on  the  marquis 
Wellesley. 

Mr.  Francis  did  not  consider  an  appeal 
to  a  publication  made  in  India,  even  if  it 
was  in  every  member's  hands,  as  a  ground 
for  a  preliminary  vote. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  his  noble  friend  in 
India,  that  every  document  which  could 
facilitate  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  should 
be  laid  before  the  house. — ^The  previous 
question  was  then  put,  and  negatived 
without  a  division,  and  the  original  motion 
agreed  to  nenh  con ;  as  were  also  the  fol- 
lowing: "  That  the  thanks  of  this  house 
be  given  to  the  right  hon.  Lord  Clive,  go- 
vernor of  Fort  St.  George,  for  the  zeal 
and   energy  with  which  he  concurred  to 
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promote  the^e  successes  — To  Jonathan 
Duncan,  Esq.  governor  of  Bombay,  for 
the  zeal  and  vigour  with  which  he  had 
employed  the  resources  of  that  presidency. 
— To  Gen.  Gerard  Lake,  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majesty's  military  forces  in 
India,  for  the  eminent  judgment,  the  ac- 
tive spirit,  and  invincible  intrepidity  which 
he  had  displayed,  and  which  had  so  highly 
contributed  to  secure  those  brilliant  vic- 
tories, which  would  maintain  the  honour 
of  the  British  nation,  and  give  additional 
lustre  to  the  glory  of  the  British  arms.— 
To  Major  Gen.  St.  John,  and  Major  Gen. 
Wellesley,  for  their  eminent  and  brilliant 
services;  and  also  to  the  oflRcers  serving 
in  the  different  regiments  in  the  armies 
engaged,  both  European  and  native.— 
That  this  house  doth  highly  approve  and . 
acknowledge  the  conduct  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  private  soldiers  of 
the  different  corps,  European  and  native, 
and  the  commanders  of  the  different  corps 
are  desired  to  signify  the  same  to  them."— • 
It  was  ordered  that  the  Speaker  do  trans- 
mit the  resolutions  to  the  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley, desiring  him  to  communicate  them 
to  the  governors  general,  and  other  offi- 
cers, referred  to  therein. — ^^Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  Mai/  4. 

[Minutes.]— Counsel  were  finallyheard 
relative  to  the  appeal  from  the  court  of 
Chancery,  Richardson  v,  the  University 
of  Oxford,  viz.  Mr.  Erskine,  at  consider- 
able length  on  the  part  of  the  appellant, 
in  reply,  the  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the 
woolsack,  and  made  a  variety  of  obser* 
vations  upon  the  legal  hearings  of  the  case, 
as  it  then  stood,  for  the  consideration  of 
their  lordships :  these  resolved  into  the 
question,  whether  the  court  was  right  ia 
granting  the  injunction,  until  the  case 
came  to  a  final  hearing  ?  He  continued  to 
entertain  the  opinion  he  formerly  did,  as 
to  the  decision  of  the  court  below,  which 
he  considered  to  be  well  founded.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  moved  accordingly, 
and  put  the  usual  question  for  a  revisal  of 
the  decree. — Lord  Ellenborough  rose  and 
delivered  his  opinion  upon  the  case.  He 
acreed  in  what  was  laid  down  by  his  no- 
ble and  learned  friend. — After  a  few  ob- 
servations from  Lord  Grantley,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  the  decree  ordered  to 
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,  be  confirmed.— The  bills  upon   tbc  table, 
'»cl)iefly  qf  a  private  or  local  tles<;riplion, 
:  were  forwarded   in  their  respective  stages. 
.— llie  Statute  Duty  bill,  the  Militia  Orfi- 
.cers'QuaUHcatiou  bill,  the  Leicester  Coun- 
,ty  Rate  bill,  and  u  few  private  bills,  wore 
brought  up  from  the  Conrwnons,  and  read 
a  first  time  ;   after  which  the  house  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday^  Mat/  4', 

[Minutes.] — Petitions  were  presented 
from  the  debtors  confiued  in  the  county 
£;aols  of  Norfolk  and  Salop.  OrdCied  to 
lie  on  the  table. — ^The  Leicester  County 
Rates'  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  —  The  English  Loan  .  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to-morrow.  —  On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Customs  Duty 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  on  Monday  next. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart  also,  the 
Wine  Duties'  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 
—The  Irish  Annuities'  bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to*  morrow.— The  Statute  Duty  Regula- 
tion bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
— ]\Ir.  Foster  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
minutes  from  the  committee  on  the  Irish 
Currency,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[Aylesbitry  klection  bill.] — Sir 
George  Cornxcall,  in  pursuance  of  an  or- 
der of  the  day,  moved,  that  the  house  do 
go  into  a  committee  on  the  Aylesbury 
Election  bill.— On  the  question  being  put 
by  the  Speaker, 

The  Marquis  of  Titdificld  rose  to  give 
bis  negative  to  tiie  measure.  He  did  not 
think  any  sufficient  case  had  been  made 
out  of  a  nature  to  warrant  'a  proceeding 
such  as  the  bill  went  to  provide.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  in  a  former  discussion 
on  the  evils  arising  from  corruption  in 
elections  for  members  of  Parliament.  He 
was  ready  to  grant  all  that  could  be  said 
in  this  respect,  but  the  argument  he 
thought  did  not  apply  in  the  present  in- 
stance, as  it  had  not  been  by  any  means 
proved  that  the  majority  of  the  electors 
had  been  guilty,  as  pretended  to  be  stated.* 
It  was  merely  a  supposition,  for  which 
there  was  no  sufficient  evidence  before  the 
bouse.  Because  a  number  of  the  electors 
had  been  guilty  of  corruption,  there  could 


be  no  sufficient  reason  for  depriving  the 
rest,  who  were  innocent,  of  their  rightd 
and  privileges.  L'nless,  therefore,  a  pro- 
per case  against  the  borough  as  such,  could 
be  made  out,  he  could  not  give  his  asseiU 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Sir  George  Conixcall  contended  that ,  the 
bill  was  necessary,  a<s  it  had  appeared  that 
several  hundreds  of  the  electors  were  im- 
plicated in  this  corruption,  and  he  could 
see  no  better  means  of  restoring  the  purity 
of  election  in  the  borough  of  Aylesbury. 

Mr.  Hose  wntend  at  considerable  length 
into  the  question,  in  which  he  endeavoured 
to  shew  the  pro|>riety  of  resorting  to  the 
method  proposed,  as  the  most  natural  and 
constitutional  mode,  lie  then  reviewed  the 
manner  in  which  boroughs  had  beeu  treated 
in  similar  cases,  from  the  time  of  Charles 
II.  downwards,  noticing  the  different  cases 
of  Stockbridge,  Shoreham,  Hindon,  and 
Shaftesbury.  If  ever  there  was  an  instance 
that  was  peculiarly  tlagi-ant,  it  was  the 
present.  Two  hundred  electors  had  as- 
sembled at  a  public  tavern,  where  they  re- 
ceived the  money  publicly.  In  almost  every 
other  case,  some  regard  to  decency  had 
been  shewn ;  but  here  there  was  none :  so 
that  of  4'17  voters,  a  large  majority  were 
clearly  bribed.  Mr.  Bent  was  an  utter 
stranger  to  the  place,  and  had  no  sort  of 
hope  but  by  dint  of  money.  They  had 
even  carried  a  funeral  procession  through 
the  town  for  the  other  candidate,  becausQ 
he  did  not  pay  at  the  same  rate. 

Mr.  Francis  did  not  think  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  bill  the  most  effectual  way 
of  checking  the  evil  complained  of.  Had 
it  been  the  purport  of  the  bill  to  deprive 
those  of  the  right  of  voting  who.had  abused 
their  privilege,  or  did  the  punishment,  by 
extending;  the  franchise,  fall  only  on  the 
present  persons  who  were  deemed  guilty, 
there  could  perhaps  be  little  objection  to 
the  measure,  but  as  it  must  affect  those  to 
come  also,  who  could  have  no  share  in  the 
corruption  complained  of,  he  would  give 
his  vote  against  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Newport  contended,  that  thfe 
bill  went  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of, 
by  {jroviding  a  pure  body  of  electors.  Those 
who  do  not  exercise  their  right  of  election, 
by  a  wise  act  of  the  legislature  are  deprived 
of  it,  and  ought  not  the  house  much  more 
to  take  it  away  from  those  who  had  made 
a  bad  use  of  it  ?  It  had  been  stated  that 
the  preamble  does  not  justify  the  bill. 
The  preamble,  however,  stated,  that  if 
some  remedy  be  not  applied,  the  evil 
in  all  probability  will  go  on.    la  acced- 
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ing  to  the  motion,  therefore,  you  act 
from  the  opinion  of  your  committee.  The 
instances  of  corruption  on  which  the  opi- 
nion of  that  committee  was  founded,  were 
of  a  very  open  and  flagrant  nature,  and 
were  by  no  means  of  a  new  standing.  John 
Wilkes  used  to  sa^f,  that  the  people  of 
Aylesbury  were  very  good  friends  to  hini, 
for  they  always  preferred  his  guinea  to  any 
other  man's  twenty  shillings.  Would  the 
house  therefore  leave  it  in  the  power  of 
every  pretended'  reformer  to  say,  that  they 
were  either  unwilling,  or  had  not  within 
themselves  the  power  to  reform?  It  was 
unnecessary,  he  thought,  to  multiply  in- 
stances in  which  the  house  had  interfered 
iu  similar  cases.  He  would  admit  of  in- 
fluence arising  from  family  connection 
with  a  borough,  and  from  benefits  of  pa- 
tronage of  long  standing,  but  deprecated 
that  influence  which  aix)se  from  money 
only,  and  by  which  a  man,  who  had  never 
seen  the  borough  before,  and  who  could 
have  no  interest  in  its  welfare,  might  carry 
the  election  against  those  who  were  its  na- 
tural protectors. 

Mr.  Hnrst  \vas  decidedly  against  the 
motion.  Its  natural  tendency,  he  thought, 
was  to  unhinge  the  constitution.  From 
the  grounds  on  which  the  franchise  of  a 
borough  rested,  he  argued  it  could  not 
be  legally  and  constitutionally  taken  away 
more  than  the  privileges  of  that  house. 
The  greater  part  of  those  besides,  he  in- 
sisted, who  had  taken  the  money,  were 
not  voters,  but  belonged  to  the  mob. 
Would  they,  therefore,  take  away  the  rights 
of  the  borough,  because  the  minor  part  of 
the  voters  may  have  been  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour? He  resisted  the  idea,  that 
Mr.  Bent  had  nothing  to  recommend  him 
but  his  money.  He  knew  that  gent,  and 
believed  there  never  was  a  better  man.  He 
was  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  London.  In- 
stead of  being  objectionable,  he  thought  a 
mixture  in  the  representation  of  the  coun- 
try must  be  attended  with  advantages, 

Mr.  Rose  disclaimed  every  idea  of  saying 
any  thing  to  the  preiudice  of  Mr.  Bent. 
He  meant  only  that/that  gent,  had  nothing 
to  recommend  him  at  Aylesbury,  and  in- 
sisted, that  "in  one  instance,  out  of  270 
voters,  220  had  taken  money. 

Mr.  Lee  said  he  would  give  his  vote  in 
the  mean  time  for  the  committee,  but  un- 
less the  bill  underwent  some  changes,  he 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it  in  its 
future  stages.  / 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  opposed  the 


principle  of  the  bill,  which,  he  consldferecf 
monstrous,  inasmuch  as  it  went  to  punislf 
the  majority  for  the  acts  of  the  minority: 
He  complained  of  the  supporters  of  this 
measure    having    so   often    shifted    their 
ground.      He  wished  that  the  gentlemen 
would   abide  by  some  principle,  and   let 
that  principle  be  fairly  stated  to  the  house. 
Instead  of  this,  however,  they  at  one  time 
support  the  measui'fe  on  the  ground  of  de- 
linquency.    If  you  oppose  them  in  this, 
they  tell  you  that  it  will  prevent  corrupt* 
practices  hereafter.  He  wished  them  either 
to  maintain  what   they  alleged  to  b6  tlie* 
fact,  that  the  majority  of  the  voters  have' 
been  guilty  of  bribery,  or  to  adhere  to  the; 
other  principle,   that  it  would  prevent  it 
for  the  future.  He  observed,  that,  accord- 
ing to  their  mode  of  reasoning,  they  made* 
a  corporate  body  of  the  electors,  which  ihey 
really  were  not.     He  adverted  to  the  case 
of  Shoreham,  and  shewed  from  the  peculia- 
rity of  the  circumstances,  that  the  interfer- 
ence of  parliament  became  there  necessary,. 
But  should  the  supporters  of  this  measure, 
he  argued,  go  on  the  ground  of  bribery  and 
corruption,  then  it  will  follow  that  the  mi- 
nority can  forfeit  the  rights  of  the  maJQ-. 
rity.     But,  so  far  froni  this,  he  did  not 
see  that  even  the  majority,  acting  indivi- 
dually, as  they  must  do  here,  could  with 
any  justice  forfeit  the  rights  of  the  mino- 
rity.    But  gentlemen  said  again,  that  in- 
creasing the  number  of  voters  could  be  no 
hardship  on   those  who  had  the   original 
franchise,  as  it  was  only  giving  them  more 
assistance  in  the  exercise  of  a  duty  which 
they  owed  to  the  public.     This  v^ds  cer- 
tainly going  upon  a  principle  very  different 
from  any  other  borough-reformer   he  had. 
heard  of;  but  even  on  this  ground,  it  could- 
be  no  punishment,  which  they   also   pro- 
fessed it  to  be.     He  thought,   so  far  from- 
the  innocent  having  their  franchises  affect- 
ed, they  should  be  strengthened,  inasmuch 
as  there  was  more  merit '  in  remaining  in-, 
nocent  amidst  the  temptations  of  general 
corruption.    If  it  should  happen  that  all 
the  houses  in  Aylesbury  were  to  fall  down 
except   six,  undoubtedly   the   six   house- 
holders whose  houses  stood,  w^ould  be  thot, 
electors  of  Aylesbury :  for  a  much  stronger 
reason,  he  thought,  that  those   burgesses 
who  had  not  taken  bribes  ought  to  be  the 
electors,  and  should  not  h.ave  their  fran- 
chises deteriorated  by  letting  in  a  number 
of  strangers  to  share  with  them. 

Mr.  Dickinson^  jun.   supported  the  bill 
on  the  ground  that  representation  is  a  trust 
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to  be  exercised  for  the  public  benejfit,  and 
not  like  cattle  or  hay,  to  be  considered 
only  as  a  private  right  and  a  matter  of  ad- 
vantage to  an  individual.  He  made  a  va- 
riety of  illustrations  of  this  principle,  and 
coiK'luded  by  declaring  his  approbation  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Windham  opposed  it  on  nearly  the 
sAme  grounds  as  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
He  thought  that  whenever  guilt  was  proved, 
it  should  be  punished ;  but  as  he  was  con- 
tent with  the  constitution  as  it  stands,  and 
wasno  friend  to  parliamentary  reform,  as 
it  is  usually  called,  he  by  no  nieans  wished 
to  alter  the  constitution  of  any  particular 
borough,  on,  account  of  some  acts  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption.  It  was  besides,  per- 
fectly notorious  that  there  had  been  bri- 
bery and  corruption  in  many  other  bo- 
roughs besides  Aylesbury,  and  yet  he 
would  not  on  that  account  vote  for  a  ge- 
neral reform  of  the  boroughs. — After  a 
ft^w  words  from  Mr.  C.  Wynne  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  the  house  divided ;  when 
there  appeared, 

tot  the  motion        -        -      72 
Against  it        -        -        -      56* 

Majority        -         — 16 
The  bill  then  passed  through  the  committee, 
and  the  house  being  resumed,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on   Monday 
next. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Saturday^  May  5. 
[Minutes.] — Lord  Althorpc  took  the 
baths  and  his  seat  for  the  borough  of 
Oakhampton.  —  The  Loan  bill  fnr 
14,500,0001.  for  the  demand  of  G.  Britain, 
the  Irish  Loan  bill,  and  the  Wine  Duties* 
bill,  severally  passed  the  committee,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Monday. — 
The  Militia  Subalterns'  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  on  Mon- 
day.— Mh  Robert  Mitford,  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Customs  in  Scotland, 
presented,  "An  Estimate  of  Duties  charged 
iii  that  part  of  G.  Britain  called  Scotland, 
dnd  outstanding'  on  Bond  or  otherwise,  on 
'the  5th  Jan.  1803  and  5th  idti.  1804  re- 
spectively; distinguishing  the  several  arti- 
cles, and  temporary  from  permanent  du- 
ties;" also,  "An  Account  of  th6  total 
amount  of  the  Arrears  and  cufrent  Ba- 
lances due  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803,  from  the 
Officers  of  Excise  in  Scotland,  from  the 
5th  Jan.  1774,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
ftiade  uf."  .  Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


[Ramsay  Harbour].— Mr.  Curwen 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
for  improving  the  harbour  of  Ramsay,  in 
tlie  isle  of  Man.  The  report  stated,  that 
the  harbour  was  very  difficult  of  access, 
owing  to  the  want  of  a  long  pier.  It  then 
suggested  various  impi:ovements,  which,  if 
carried  into  etfect,  would  prove  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  trade  of  that  island. 

Mr.  Rose  understood  it  was  intended  to 
make  Ramsay  a  port,  thereby  creating  an 
expence  of  probably  100,0001.  It  also  in- 
volved a  question  of  policy,  as  if  Ramsay 
was  made  a  port,  a  certain  establishment 
of  officers  would  be  necessary.  Besides, 
he  had  never  heard  that  any  survey  had 
been  taken,  or  any  estimate  made  on  tlie 
subject. 

Mr.  Cut-wen  stated,  that  a  survey  had 
been  taken',  and  the  expence  would  not 
exceed  10,0001.  It  was  a  favourite  object 
with  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  Ireland, 
and  all  those  who  navigated  St.  George's 
Channel.  After  a  few  words  from  J^lr. 
W.  Dundas,  Mr.  Rose  in  explanation, 
and  Sir  W.  Elford,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Curwen  presented  a  petition  from 
the  merchants  and  ship  owners  of  Mary- 
port,  in  the  isle  of  Man,  in  favour  of  the 
proposed  measure. — Ordered  to  lie  upoa 
the  table. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  May  7. 

[Minutes.]— Counsel  were  heard  in 
continuation,  and  at  considerable  length, 
relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Duke  of 
Queensbury  v,  Mac  Murdo,  viz.  Mr.  At- 
torney General  and  Mr.  Adam  on  the  part 
of  the  respondents.  The  farther  conside- 
ration of  the  case  was  adjourned  till  Wed- 
nesday. 

[Defence  of  tii  e  Country.] — Short- 
ly after  5  o'clock,  the  Marquis  of  Stafford, 
on  whose  motion  their  lord&hips  were  sum- 
moned, entered  the  house,  and  when  he 
had  taken  his  scat. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  wool- 
sack, and  addressed  the  house  nearly  as 
follows : — My  lords ;  seeing  a  noble  mar- 
quis now  in  his  seat,  who  gave  notice  of 
a  motion  to  be  made  by  him  tliis  day,  I 
rise  to  trouble  your  lordships  for  the  pur- 
pose of  staling  the  .  grounds  on  which  I 
think  that  the  motion  on  which  your  lord- 
ships are  summoned,  should  be  again  post- 
pone^.     After  having  given   the  fullest 
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consideration  to  all  that  has  passed  in  this 
house,  with  reference  to  the  noble  mar- 
quis's motion,  on  two  former  occasions ; 
and  after  having  given  the  most  careful  at- 
tention to  the  nature  of  the  understanding 
of  many  noble  lords,  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  postponement  of  it,  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  declaring,  that  it  is  within  my  own 
knowledge  that  circumstances  have  now 
passed  which  make  the  discussion  of  the 
noble  marquis's  motion  more  imseasona- 
ble,  and  more  inexpedient  at  the  present 
time,  than  at  any  of  the  former  periods  on 
^hich  it  has  been  proposed  to  be  submitted 
to  your  lordships*  consideration.  I  there- 
fore, trust  that  the  noble  marquis  will  have 
no  objection  to  a  further  postponement  of 
tlie  motion  to  a  future  day. 

The  Marquis  of  St  of  or  d  rose  and  said, 
that  their  lordships  would  perceive,  from 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  that  a  further  post- 
ponement of  his  motion  was  rendered  ne- 
cessary. If  such  should  be  the  opinion  of 
their  lordships,  he  had  no  objection  to  a 
further  postponement  of  the  motion  for  a 
few  days.  VVith  this  view,  he  should  move, 
that  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
so  frequently  given  notice,  be  discharged, 
and  that  a  new  order  be  made  out  for 
Friday,  for  which  day  he  wished  their 
lordships  to  be  summoned. — ^This  motion 
was  put  and  agreed  to,  without  any  dis- 
cussion.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Mondaj/f  MayJ* 

[Minutes.] — ^The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  British  and  Irish  Loan  bills, 
were  severally  brought  up,  and  the  bills 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row.—On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Dundas, 
the  second  reading  of  the  Misdemeanor 
Prosecution  bill,  was  postponed  till  to-» 
morrow.— Mr.  Sec.  Yorke  presented,  an 
abstract  account  of  the  several  Yeomanry 
and  Volunteer  Corps  who  have  offered  to 

;  and 
ments 
ixten- 
Or- 
inted. 
ty  bill 
to  be 
house 
Duty 
be  re- 


[Wab  in  India.] — Mr.  Francis  said, 
that  in  order  that  the  house  should  be  in 
possession  of  as  complete  infbrmatioa 
as  possible  respecting  the  state  of  our  af 
fairs  in  India,  and  every  thing  that  was 
connected  with  that  subject,  he  felt  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  submit  the  following 
motions  to  the  house.  The  hon.  gent, 
then  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  copies  or  ex^tracts  of  all  dis. 
patches  received  from  the  Governor-Gen,. 
of  Bengal,  or  from  the  Presidencies  of 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  and  of  their 
correspondence  with  their  respective  agents 
or  ministers,  or  witli  the  military  officers 
commanding  in  the  field,  as  fia,r  as  'such 
dispatches  or  correspondence  relate  to,  or 
account  for  hostilities  now  or  lately  sab^ 
sisting  between  the  said  governments  and 
any  of  the  Mahratta  princes  or  states,  with 
the  dates  of  the  receipt  of  such  dis- 
patches ;"  also,  "  Copies  of  all  treaties  or 
correspondence  between  the  said  govern- 
ments and  any  of  the  Mahratta  princes  or 
states,  relative  to  the  said  hostilities,  or 
to  the  causes  thereof;"  also  "Copies  of 
all  treaties,  engagements,  and  correspon- 
dence between  the  said  governments,  and 
any  of  the  surviving  Mahometan  princes 
or  states  in  the  upper  part  of  India,  parti, 
cularly  with  the  titular  king,  or  Mogul  at 
Delhi,  or  his  ministers  ;  also,  "  Copies  or 
extracts  of  all  orders  or  instructions  sent 
to  India  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  or  by 
any  committee  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  East  India  Company,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject.'*— All  these  motions  were  severally 
agreed  to,  except  ^he  last,  which  was  ob- 
jected to  by 

Lord  Castlereagh  ;  who  said,  that  it  was 
his  disposition  to  grant  to  the  house  every 
informjation  upon  the  subject  in  his  power, 
or  which  was  consistent  with  propriety. 
The  last  motion  of  the  hon.  gent,  appeared 
to  him  contrary  to  the  policy  or  propriety 
on  which  peace  with  those  states  might  be 
obtained,  owing  to  the  disclosure  which 
would  thereby  take  place.  Unless,  there- 
fore, a  case  of  very  urgent  necessity  was 
made  out,  he  thought  that  the  secret 
committee  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  by 
parliament  to  disclose  that  information 
upon  diplomatic  subjects,  which  they  may 
have  judged  prudent  to  send  abroad.  The 
hon.  gent,  would,  himself,  become  sensi- 
ble of  the  impropriety  of  such  a  measure, 
after  he  was  once  in  possession  of  all  the 
other  papers  he  had  moved  for;  and,  there- 
fore, he  wished  him  to  withdraw  it  till  he 
.  had  considered  the  matter  more  maturely. 
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Mr.  Francis  said,  he  could  not  perceive 
any  strong  grounds  for  such  secrecy,  and, 
therefore,  wished  the  sense  of  the  house 
to  be  taken  on  the  subject. — On  the  ques- 
tion being  put  from  the  chair,  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

[Aylesbury  Election  Bill.] — Mr. 
Traed  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Aylesbury  election  bill. 
The  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to. 
On  the  motion  that  the  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  3d  time, 

Lord  Ossutstone  rose,  and  stated  some 
objections,  which  could  not  be  distiuctly 
beard.  His  lordship  concluded  with  de- 
claring, that  it  was  his  intention  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the  bill  in  its 
present  stage.  Upon  the  division  there 
appeared, 

For  the  bill        -»-  -         154 

Against  it         -  -         1^6* 

Majority      28 

[Change  op  Ministry.J' — Previous  to 
the  re-admission  of  strangers  into  the  gal- 
lery, Mr.  Fox,  after  a  few  preliminary 
observations,  consented  further  to  post- 
pone his  promised  motion  relative  to  the 
Hanoverian  troops,  till  Wednesday  next. 
— After  which, 

Mr.  Rose  addressed  the  house  as  fol- 
lows: I  am  authorized  to  say,  that  a 
member  of  this  house  .(Mr.  Pitt),  has  per- 
sonally received  his  Majesty's  commands 
to  lay  before  his  Majesty  a  plan  for  a  new 
administration  for  his  Majesty's  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  added,  that  he  would  bring 
forward  his  motion  on^  Wednesday  next, 
whoever  might  then  be  the  persons  com- 
.posing  his  Majesty's  administration. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday y  May  8. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day,,  their 
lordships  resolved  into  a  committee  of 
privileges ;  and  Lord  Walsingham  having 
taken  the  chair,  counsel  and  evidence 
were  heard  respecting  the  claim  of  Lady 
Henry  Fitzgerald,  to  the  peerage  of  Iloos ; 
after  which,  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  case  was  postponed  till  Thursday. — 
The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded 
in  their  respective  stagcs.-^-Tvvo  private 
bills  were  brought  up  from  the  commons, 
and  severally  read  a  first  time. — On  the 
motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  far- 
ther hearing  upon  the  appeal  cause,  the 
Duke  of  Queensbury,  v.   M^Murdg,  was 


ordered  to  be  deferred  from  to-morrow  till 
Friday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdatjy  May  8. 

[Minutes] — ^The  counsel  and  agewt 
for  the  petition  against  the  Chippenham 
Election,  having  neglected  to  attend,  the 
house  considered  the  list  as  abandoned , 
and  proceeded  to  busuiess,  without  going 
through  the  form  of  balloting  for  a  com- 
mittee.— Mr.  Foster  moved,  that  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  Irish  Linen  Manufac- 
turers' petition  be  postponed  to  this  day 
se'nnight.  Ordered. — The  accounts  re- 
specting the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Ire- 
land for  the  last  7  years,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. — ^The  English  and  Irish  Loan 
bills  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.— 
^Ir.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Additional  Custom's  Duty  bill ;  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. — ^The  Caledonian 
Canal  bill  was,  on  thr  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
H.  Browne,  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. — Mr.  Van- 
sittart  presented  to  the  house,  "  An  Ac- 
count of  the  total  amount  of  the  arrears 
and  currf^nt  balances  due  on  the  5th  Jan. 
1804-,  from  the  several  persons  employed 
in  receiving  or  collecting  the  land  revenue 
of  the  crown  of  England,  from  the  5tU 
of  Jan.  1774."  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta 
ble,  and  to  be  printed.  —  Mr.  Charles 
Dundas  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Misdemeanour 
Preservation  bill.  The  hon.  member  pro- 
posed, that  after  the  second  heading  of  the 
bill,  it  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
above  stairs,  in  order  that  it  might  be. 
rendered  satisfactory  to  several  gent,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  house,  who  disapproved 
of  its  present  provisions,  by  the  amend- 
ments it  would  undergo  there.  After  a> 
few  observations  from  Mr.  Windham  and 
another  member,  the  bill  was  read  a  se-» 
coud  time,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
above  stairs,— -The  Wine  Duty  bill,  and 
the  Militia  Subaltern  Officers'  bill,  werei 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

[AYLESBifRY  Election  IJill.] — On 
the  question  being  put  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Aylesbury  Election  bill, 

Mr.  Raine  rose  and  objected  to  the 
principle  of  this  bill,  which,  he  conceived, 
wa&  neither  sanctioned  by  any  precedent. 
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which  bore  any  resemblance  to  the  present 
case,  nor  was  called  for  by  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case  itself.  He  com- 
pared the  Cricklade  case  and  others,  which 
had  been  adduced  as  precedents,  with  the 
case  of  Aylesbury,  which  he  thought  was 
widely  different,  inasmuch  as  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  so  far  from  it  hauing  been 
proved  that  the  majority  of  the  electors 
had  been  bribed,  it  had  only  been  proved 
that  57  out  of  160  voters,  being  not  one 
eighth  of  the  whole  number,  had  received 
bribes;  he  tlierefore  opposed  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dickinson, }\}n.  argued  in  support  of 
the  bill. 

The  Attorney  General  argued  against  the 
principle *of  the  bill,  which  he  considered 
altogether  unjustifiable:  it  was  a  notorious 
fact,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  gent, 
to  pretend  to  shut  their  eyes  against  it, 
that  not  only  in  this  borough,  but  in  very, 
many  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  prevent  some  of 
the  poorer  electors  from  taking  bribes, 
presented  to  them  in  different  shapes.  If, 
therefore,  because  some  votei's  of  that  de- 
scription had  taken  bribes  at  Aylesbury, 
the  entire  constitution  of  the  borough  was 
to  be  altered,  by  the  same  reason  a  ma- 
terial change  might  be  introduced  in  the 
constitutions  of  many,  if  not  of  most  of 
the  boroughs  of  the  kingdom.  He  thought 
the  present  laws  were  sufficient  to  punish 
the  guilty,  and  that  it  would  be  most  un- 
just to  make  a  law  to  punish  the  in- 
nocent." 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  thought  the 
guilt  of  the  electors  who  provoked  this 
measure  so  plain  and  palpable,  that  he 
could  not;  without  surprise,  listen  to  the 
opposition  that  was  made  to  it,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  opposition  of  the  learned 
gent,  who  had  just  sat  down;  who  was 
Dot  only  adverse  to  the  idea  of  sanction- 
ing the  application  of  any  remedy  to  the 
general  system  of  borough  election,  but 
to  a  particular  case  of  flagrant  corruption. 
On  the  question  being  put,  the  house  di- 
vided, when  there  appeared.  For  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  73;  Against  it,  29. 
The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

[Parish  Appretitices'  bill], — Mr. 
Wilberforce  said,  that  havirig  been  una. 
void  ably  prevented  from  making  the  mo- 
tion yesterday,  of  which  he  had  given 
Aotice  on  a  former  day,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  pa* 


rish  apprentices,  begged  leave  now  to 
submit  it  to  the  house.  The  measure  he 
proposed  to  bring  forward,  was  ^founded 
on  representations  made  to  him  and  his 
hon.  cx)lleague,  by  several  respectable  ma- 
gistrates of  the  county  of  York,  who 
found,  that  as  the  law  stood  at  present, 
they  could  not  exercise  that  superintend - 
ance  over  parish  apprentices,  which  the 
legislature  intended.  The  bill,  therefore, 
would  only  go  to  amend  the  existing  laws 
on  this  head,  and  in  order  to  give  the 
house  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
nature -of  the  measure  fully,  he  should 
move,  that  after  the  first  reading  the  bill 
be  printed,  after  which  a  sufficient  time 
should  be  allowed  gent,  for  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion  as  to  the  policy  of  adopt- 
ing it.  The  hon.  member  then  moved> 
"  that  leave  1>e  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  Parish  Appren- 
tices." 

Mr.  Burland  expressed  a  hope  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  press  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  within  the  present  session. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  have  the  bill  read  a  first  time,  printed, 
and  circulated,  in  order  that,  during  the 
recess,  it  might  be  fully  examined,  parti- 
cularly by  the  magistrates,  upon  whom  it 
proposed  to  cast  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  trouble.  If  this  mode  of  proceeding 
should  be  adopted,  the  hon.  member 
stated,  that  he  would  have  no  objection 
to  consolidate  with  the  bill  moved  for,  the 
ideas  which  he  meant  to  submit  to  th^ 
house  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  upon  the  same 
subject,  of  which  he  had  already  given 
notice. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  professed  himself  un- 
able to  answer  the  hon.  g^nt.  decisively 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  measure ;  at 
the  same  time  he  begged  to  mention,  that 
any  hints  from  the  hon.  gent,  upon  a  sub- 
ject with  which  he  was  known  to  be  so 
well  acquainted,  would  of  course  be  pe- 
culiarly acceptable  to  the  framers  of  the 
bill,  to  which  the  motion  before  the  house 
referred. 

Mr.  H.  Lascelles  said,  that  the  bill 
would  not  go  to  subject  any  magistrates 
to  the  duty  of  superintendance,  who 
might  not  be  willing  to  execute  it;  and 
added,  that  the  n'fecessity  for  the  adoption 
of  the  bill  Was,  in  the  county  with  which 
he  was  connected,  urgent  in  point  of 
time. 

Mr.  Hothouse  observed,  that  this  bill 
would  operate  a  material  chanje  in  the 
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law,  and  therefore,  for  the  consistency  of 
legislation,  he  wished  to  hear  some  case 
stated  that  rendered  such  change  necessary, 
before  he  Agreed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  WUbetforce  said,  that  necessity  was 
alleged  by  from  40  to  50  respectable  and 
experienced  magistrates  of  the  county  of 
York;  and,  indeed,  it  was  universally 
felt,  for  the  power  which  magistrates  pos- 
sessed to  enforce  the  performance  of  jus- 
tices towards  parish  apprentices,  was  no- 
toriously imperfect,  and  no  provision 
whatever  was  made  for  the  guardianship 
of  apprentices  when  transferred,  as  they 
frequently  were,  from  one  district  to 
another. 

Dr.' Laurence  conceived,  that  the  house 
should  be  extremely  cautious  of  granting 
authority  upon  the  request  of  the  men  by 
whom  it  was  exercised,  as  appeared  to  be 
the  case  in  this  instance. — Leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday  J  May  9- 

[Minutes.] — The  several  bills  on  the 
table  were  forwarded  in  their  respective 
stages. — ^The  Irish  Loan  bill  for  two  mil- 
lions and  a  quarter,  the  English  Loan  bill 
for  14  millions  and  a  half,  the  Additional 
Wine  Duty,  the  Militia  Officers'  Allow- 
ance, and  two  private  bills,  were  brought 
up  from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  first 
time. — In  the  appeal  from  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland,  brought  by  Hunter 
JT*  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul  ai)d  others,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  pronounced  the  judgment 
of  their  lordships,  by  which  the  decision 
of  the  inferior  court  was  affirmed.-^Lord 
Auckland  moved,  that  a  message  should 
be  sent  to  the  Commons,  desiring  a  copy 
ef  the  report  made  by  their  committee, 
relating  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  as  to  its 
circulating  paper  and  specie,  and  the 
course  of  exchange  between  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  and  G*  Britain. — On 
the  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Korfolk,  the 
proceedings  before  the  committee  of  pri- 
vileges, as  to  the  claim  to  tlie  barony  of 
Zouch,  were  deferred  to  Thui-s'day  the  l/th 
hist. — Adjourned  to  Friday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesday,  May  9* 
[Minutes.] — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
ofiice  of  chief  sec*  for  Ireland,  presented 


copies  of,  the  patents  appointing  the  com. 
missioners  of  the  Treasury  in  Ireland,  AC'- 
counts  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  the 
Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt,  and  of  the 
Army  Extraordinaries  for  that  kingdom. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — ^The  Cum*, 
berland  and  Dumfries  Fishery  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,. and,  after  some  conversation^ 
passed. — Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition 
from  the  barley  growers  of  the  county  of 
Sussex,  against  the  additional  malt  duty. 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  other,  petitions  on  the  same 
subject. — Mr.  Shaftoe  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat  for  the  city  of  Durham. — ^The 
Master  of  the  Rolls  moved,  that  the  Rev^ 
Dr.  Jackson  do  preach  before  the  house  at 
St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  on  Friday, 
25  th  of  May,  being  the  day  appointed  by 
his  Majesty's  proclamation  .  for  hoiding  a 
solemn  fast  in  this  kingdom.  Ordered, 
and  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Sir 
William  Dolben  do  acquaint  him  there, 
with, — A  message  from  the  Lords  inform- 
ed the  house,  that  their  lordships  had 
agreed  to  the  Militia  Officers'  bill,  and  to 
the  Statute  Duties  bill  without  amend- 
ments.— Mr.  Sheridan  moved,  that  the 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  against 
the  election  and  return  for  the  borough  of 
Liskeard,  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  be 
read,  which  was  done.  He  then  moved,  that 
the  order  be  xiischarged,  and  the  same  fixed 
for  Friday  next.  Ordered. — ^The  same  pro- 
ceeding and  order  took  place  on  the  petition 
of  certain  electors  of  the  said  borough, 
against  the  return  of  Mr.  Huskisson. — Mr. 
Sec.  Yorke  postponed  the  consideration  of  . 
the  Lords'  amendments  on  the  Volunteer 
bilj  till  Monday  next;  on  which  day  also 
the  Army  of  Reserve  Suspension  bill  was 
appointed  to  be  read  a  second  time. — ^The 
Attorney  General,  in  pursuance^  of  the 
notice  given  yesterday,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering the  apprehension  of  offenders  es- 
caping from  this  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom into  Ireland,  and  from  one  county 
of  Ireland  into  another,  more  easy,  and 
the  prosecution  of  them  more  expeditious. 
Granted. 

[Lord  Kilwarden's  Family.] — Gen. 
Loftus  said,  he  would  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  putting  a  question  to  a  right  boo. 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Yorke),  which  he  sup- 
posed he  would  feel  no  difficulty  in  an- 
swering.   His  Majesty's  sec.  of  state  had. 
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on  a  former  ocfcamon,  intimated  to  the 
house,  that  it  was  in  conteni|)lation  to 
bring. down,  a  message  from  his  Majesty, 
relative  to  a  provision  for  the  family,  of 
the  late  unfortunate  Lord  Kilwarden.  As 
no  such  message  had  yet  been  brought 
down,  he  wished  to  be  informed  of  the 
cause  of  the  delay. 

Mr.  Sec.  Yorke  replied,  that  a  message 
on  that  subject  would  have  been  commu- 
nicated sooner  to  the' house,  if  a  saving 
had  not  been  expected  in  the  Sinking 
Fund  of  Ireland,  from  which  tlie  provision 
might  be  made  without  any  direct  applica- 
tion for  the  interference  of  the  house. 

[Hanovekian  Troops.]  —  Mr.  Fox 
rose  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
formerly  given  to  the  house,  to  make  his 
motion  upon  this  subject.  He  said,  that 
what  had  passed  last  year  relative  to  Han- 
over, would  strike  the  attention  of  the 
house,  in  considering  of  the  propriety  of 
what  he  was  about  to  submit  to  them. 
There  had, been  a  difference  of  opinion 
entertained  upon  that  subject,  but,  for  his 
part,  he  viewed  the  possession  of  Hanover 
as  a  matter  of  great  importance  and  con- 
cern to  the  country;  that  the  loss  of  it 
must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a  very 
considerable  national  calamity,  was  a 
truth  which,  he  thought,  could  not  now 
be  disputed,  and  he  would  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  house  in  discussing  it. 
He  would  content  himself,  at  the  present 
moment,  with  adverting  to  the  circum- 
stance of  how  far  that  calamity  might 
have  been  lessened  by  some  further  exer- 
tions having  been  used,  in  order  to  save 
a  considerable  part  of  the  army  in  those 
possessions  on  the  Continetit,  from  the 
situation  to  which  they  were  reduced,  so 
as  to  have  enabled  his  Majesty  to  have 
the  advantages  of  their  services  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  therefore,  and 
for  these  beneficial  purposes,  it  was  most 
important  that  some  measures  should  have 
been  adopted  on  the  Continent,  either  to 
preserve  Hanover  itself  from  falling  into 
th6  hands  of 'the.  enemy,  or  to  preserve 
the  army  for  the  future  service  of  his 
M^yesty.  Various  reports  had  been  cir- 
culated upon  this  subject,  and  it  was  the 
truth  of  those  common  reports  that  he 
wished  now  to  ascertain,  so  as  to  shew  to 
the  house,  whether  or  not  the  attention  of 
govt,  had  t>eeti  sufficiently  directed  to  that 
important  ol^^ect. '  H^  had,  indeed^  heard, 
that  transits  had  been  actually  prepared 

\ql.  It 


to  convey  over  the  Hanoverian  army; 
but  he  had'  also  heard,  that  they  had  been 
much  too  late  in  sailing  for  the  purpose  of . 
accomplishing  the  end  proposed.  The 
hon.  gent,  concluded  with  the  following 
motion :  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  transports  taken  up  by  govt,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  the  Han- 
overian army ;  also  an  account  of  the.  ex- 
pence"  attending  the  same,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  dates  of  the  first  order  sent 
to  the  Transport  Office  on  this  occasion, 
of  the  orders  for  the  sailing  of  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  the  said  transports,  and  of 
the  orders,  if  any,  for  countermanding  the 
sailing  thereof." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
concurred  with  the  hon.  gent,  who  had 
made  this  motion,  in  thinking  that  the 
occupation  of '  Hanover  by  the  French 
troops  was  a  great  public  calamity,  and  if 
it  had  been  possible  to  have  averted  that^ 
evil,  it  was,  no  doubt,  incumbent  on  his 
Majesty's  govt,  to  hav^  used  every  means 
for  that  desirable  end :  that  was  a  point, 
therefore,  on  which  he  was  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  detain  the  house ;  all  he  should 
ask  of  them  was,  that  they  would  look 
back  to  the  state  of  tjie  country  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  and  that  gent,  would 
recollect  the  nature  of  the  treaty  of  Lu- 
neville,  and  the  convention  at  Ratisbon. 
They  would  find  that  the  war  was  renewed 
at  a  time  when  no  part  of  the  disposeable 
force  could  actually  have  been  sent  to  . 
Hanover,  for  the  pui*pose  of  protecting  it. 
The  convention  he  had  alluded  to,  hfed 
been  entered  into  between  the  powers  of 
Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  guaranteeiag 
the  neutrality  of  the  north  of  Germany. 
There  could,  indeed,  have  been  nothing 
more  binding  upon  these  powers  to  resij^t 
the  incursions  bf  the. French  upon  that 
country,  and  therefore  govt,  had  every 
reason  to  rely  upon  its  affording  sufficient 
security  to  his  Majesty's  possessions.  With 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  bringing  those 
troops  home,  he  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  agree  to  the  motion  in  the  manner' 
in  which  it  was  worded.  He  was  glad  to 
see  the  style  in  which  it  was  conceived, 
and  he  looked  forward'  to  the  production 
of  these  papers  with  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion. "Within  two  days  after  the  com-» 
mencement  of  hostilities,  a  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  electoral 
minister,  which  led  to  a  recommendation 
on  his  part,  that  measures  should  be  tak<sa 
Cc 
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tp  provide  shipping  for  the  conveyance  of 
his  Majesty's  troops  from  Hanover  to  this 
country.     This  recoinpjendation  had  been 
made  on  the   18th  of  May,  and  was  in- 
stantly acted  upon.     In  a  week  from  that 
day  an  agent  had  been  sent  to  the  Conti- 
nent for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  troops 
to  their  stations.     The  shipping  was  com- 
pletely in  readiness  previous  to  the  time 
when  the  order  was  given  for  their  desti- 
nation.    Another  person  had  been   sent 
tp  the  Continent  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring small  craft  to  convey  the  troops  to 
t  he  transports ;  and,  he  "Vght  stat^,  tba,t 
in  point  of  fact  t^^re  h^d  b^en  no   less 
than  36  transports  prepared.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  various  circumstances,  the  e.xpe- 
.ora  taking  place 
1  tended.     These 
,    would  justify 
^iv  ^hat  occasion, 
Eilt  no  hesitation 
n.-T-The  mo  tip  n 

.]— Mr.  Jarris, 
formerly  given, 
lo  a  bill  for  the 
e  Agents.     The 
issioners  of  Na- 
abuses  in  this 
tlie  intention  of 
report  not  only 
It  ajso  the  mode 
2medied.     From 
prize  agent  had 
kt.  oi>  the  gross 
ns  an   opportu- 
is.     There  were, 
its  in  the  powe^ 
5  use  of  the  mo- 
compelled  tQ  rqr 
id  this  was  prp- 
buses,  as  it  was 
t  to   retain   th^ 
si^ion.  as  long  as 
2n^s  rose  to  them 
iar  concerns.     It 
le  bill  which  he 
I  to  the  house,  to 
izes  of  the  right 
o^,  appointing  their  own  ageuts,   but   it 
would  prevent  those  who  did  nothing,  from 
sfjaring  in   the  profits^  with,  the,  efficient 
a^eiit,  when  more  than  oc^e  was  appointed 
in  a  singlej^  concern,     tie  thq^  stated  the 
nature  of  the  right  to  property  taken  fron^ 
the  enemy,  and  that  if  th^re  was  no  call 
for  it  till  three  yeafs.h^ad  elapsed  fipm  the 


time  of  the  capture,  it  we;nt  to  Gr^eft- 
wich    Hospital.     Frpm    the    manner    in 
which  the  prize  agency  was  carried  on, 
ai\d  the  necessary  absence  of  tlie  seaoA^a 
on   certain   occasions,    the   owners  pfteijL 
lo$t  tlieir  money.     The  bill  would  go  to, 
correct  this  defect.     The  intention  was  to 
appoint  a  general  agency  office,  where  in- 
formation naight  be  readily  obtained  on 
every  ppint.     The  prize  agents  would  not. 
be  deprived  of  their  fair  profits,  apd  tlaj?" 
expences  of  the  esta)jlish;n^nt  would  ^9 
defrayed  by  the  deductions  of  a  sijnaU  par^ 
of  the  prize  money.     Such  was  the  ou,^ 
lines  of  what  was  intended  by  thi^  nij^a- 
surt?.     He  concluded   by  moving^  "  that 
leave  be  given  to  bripg  in  a  bill  for  beUer 
securing  thp  regiilai;  and  spisedy  diptribu. 
tion  of  prizq  money,  and  for  the  regula-i ' 
tion  of  tlie.  business  of  pitize  agen^/' 

Mr.  IXeni  stated,  that  the  irregMJai;i.tie«> 
to  which  the  hop.  mejpl^er  ajludfid,  wBre« 
only  the  practice  of  certain  West  Ipdiai 
agents.  If  the  operajLipn  of  the  bill  wa% 
confined  to  them  oiily,  hQ.  should  giv^  ife 
his  support;  but  he  spy  no  necessity  for 
the  introduction  of  apy  general  meanire. 
on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Laurence  objected  to  it,  on  the 
ground  that  the  la\y  at  preBe^t  was  sufr 
ficient  tp  correct  the  abuses,  aqd  would 
therefore  oppose  it  when  brought  in. 

^Lr.  Francis  apprpved  very  much  of  the, 
intention  of  the  hop.  member  to  expedita 
the  payment  of  prizes,  and  to  give  the 
net  proceeds  to.  the  captprs,  oply  deduct- 
ing a, regular  per  ceptage.  He  also  tliought 
it  was  extremely  proper  that  the  prize, 
agents  should  not.  haye  the  use  of  money^ 
'  which  might  encourage  them  to  protract 
the  time  of  payment  beyond,  what  was  ab- 
solutely necessary.  B^t  he  thought  it  fit 
that  th^  house  should  ut^derstand  whethec 
any  additional, expen:^e  was  to  be  created 
to  the  public  by  the  regulation  which  the. 
hon.  member  proposed. . 

Mr.  Jarvk  explained,  by  declaring  that 
it  Was  not  only  his  ovirn  opinion*  but 
was  aUo  that  of  sevi^ral  gexit.  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  inquiry*  that  the 
funds  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  prizes,  under  the  proposed  regu^. 
lations,  would  be  amply  sufficient*  and>* 
th.4t  it  would  not.  be  necessary  to  throw. 
ai\y  burden  upo.n  th^  state^  to  defray  th^ 
expepce^  of  carrying  the  plan  in^to  ex^cu-^ 
tion, — ^After.  some  furthej-j  oonversatiuDf*^ 
leaye  wag  givep  ,to.  bring  iu  tiie.  bill. 
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[AYiESfcdftY  EtKcrroif.]— Mr.  Ho.^e 
said,  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to  submit  to 
the  considesation  of  the  house,  the  mbtion 
of  which  rhe  had  givtin  notice,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ordering  the  Attorney-General  to 
prosecutfe  Mr.  Bent,  on  account  of  the 
system  of  bribery  at  Aylesibury,  in  which 
he  appeared  to  be  deeply  implicated:  He 
had  beard^  that  in  other  respects,  Mr. 
Bent  was  a  merchant  of  irreproachable 
character  and  the  highest  respectability ; 
he  thought,  however,  that  id  the  present 
case,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  house  tt^order 
a  prosecution ;  if  the  sense  of  the  house 
should,  however,  appear  to  be  against 
bis  motion,  he  had  no  particular  wish  for 
pressing  it.  He  then  referred  to  the  mi- 
nutes which  were  on  the  table,  of  the  evi- 
dence that  had  bfeen  given  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  particularly  to  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Bent's  agents.  He  said  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  Geo.  II.,  notwithstanding  its  high 
penalties,  had  been  found  inefficient  to 
prevent  the  practice  pf  bribery  at  elections, 
as  many  gentlemen  of  opulence  appeared  to 
be  indifferent  to  the  payment  of  a  single 
penalty,  and  they  knew  how,  by  friendly 
prosecutions,  to  avoid  any  more.  If, 
therefore,  that  act  had  been  found  ineffi- 
cient, he  thought  it  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  standing  order  of  the  house,  which 
stated,  that  persons  guilty  of  bribery  in 
the  election  of  members  of  parliament, 
should  be  punished  with  the  utmost  seve- 
rity. — As  he  considered  the  penal  actions 
not  to  be  sufficiently  severe,  he  concluded 
by  moving,  "  that  the  Attorney  General 
should  be  ordered  to  prosecute  Robert 
Bent,  Esq.  for  bribery  at  the  last  election 
for  Aylesbury." 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  did  not  consider  the  case 
sufficiently  aggravated  to  call  for  so  severe 
a  measure. 

Mr.  Fox  hoped,  from  the  observations 
with  which  the  right  ho n.  gent,  prefaced 
his  motion,  that  he  w6uld  consent  to 
withdraw  it;  this  was  really  a  case  of  no 
peculiar  circumstances  of  aggravation.  It 
did  not  appear  that  Mr.  Bent  had  been 
guilty  so  much  of  corrupting  the  electors, 
as  of  having  listened  to  the  offers  of  a  set 
of  electors  who  were  previously  corrupted, 
and  who  wished  to  sell  their  votes.  He 
remembered,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
^ssion,  in  the  Grimsby  case,  in  which  he 
W^  a  member  of  th6  committee,  the  com. 
inittee  reported  that  there  had  been  bri- 
bery fifnd  corruption,  and  yet  the  indivi- 
dual i(gaiti£t  wt^Om'  they  now  made  this  re- 


port, wus  now  'sittiiig  in  the  house  as  i 
member  for  another  borough,  and  no  pro- 
secution was  instituted  against  him :  he, 
therefore,  thought  it  would  appear  most 
unfair,  if  one  person,  not  a  member  of 
the  hoiise,  was  now  to  be  prosecuted  by 
the  Attorney-General,  for  a  conduct  ex- 
actly similar  to  that  which  had  not  been 
considered  to  deserve  such  notice  from  a 
gent,  who  was  a  memfcer.  He  also  thought 
'the  Ilchesler  case  was  a  much  stronger 
case  of  bribery  than  the  present.  He 
concluded  by  expressing  a  wish  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  supported  the  motibn,  and 
repeated  those  obsiprvations  which  he  had 
before  urged  in  the  other  stages  of  the 
proceedings  respecting  the  Aylesbury  elec- 
tion bill. 

The  Master  of  the  'Rolls  compared  the 
present  case  with  that  of  the  other  cases, 
where  the  committees  had  reported  bri- 
bery; and  contended,  that  if  this  case, 
which  was  by  means  an  aggravated  one, 
should  be  selected  for  the  severest  exam- 
ple, it  would  appear  that  there  was  no 
fixed  rule  which  governed  the  conduct  of 
the  house  on  those  occasions,  but  that  the 
decision  of  them  would  depend  on  acci* 
dent  or  caprice,  the  presence  of  this  mem- 
ber, or  thq  absence  of  another,  or  what 
interest  was  likely  to  be  increased  or  di- 
minished by  letting  in  the  neighbouring 
hundreds  to  share  with  the  burgesses  in; 
the  elective  franchise;  he  therefore  de- 
posed the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  stated  his  opinion,  as  a  pro- 
fessional man,  that  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  committee  was  not  suck  as  should 
lead  the  house  to  suppose  that  Mr.  BentJ 
could,  before  a  jury,  be  convicted  of  th^ 
offence  ascribed  to  him. 

Sir  John  Newport  opposed  the  prodecu-] 
tion  on  the  same  ground  as  the  Master  ol 
the  Rolls. 

Mr.  Bankes  ssdd  he  was  sorry  the  matter 
had  been  mentioned  at  all.  He  did  not 
wish  for  a  prosecution ;  tut  as  the  motion 
had  been  made,  he  thought  the  housd 
ought  in  duty  to  agree  to  the  motion,  ai 
he  feared  this  was  a  growing  evil;  and  the 
house,  by  putting  a  negative  on  the  mo^ 
tion,  would  seem  to  encourage  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  that  the  house 
would  h6  proceeding  capriciously  and  par- 
tially, if  it  agreed  to  the  present  motion. 
It  was  admitted  on  atU  hands  that  the  gent 
against  whOm  it^  wa^  dfre(Jtedv  \'  ai*  less  « 
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criminal  than  others  against  whom  no  pro- 
Becutions  had  been  carried  on.  And  in  the 
present  case  of  Ikhester,  which  was  held 
to  be  a  very  aggravated  one,  no  such  step 
as  this  was  considered  to  be  necessary. 
For  these  reason^  he  would  move,  *•  that 
the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  read." 

Mr.  Rose  said,  the  present  was  the  only 
case  which  had  come  within  hi$  knowledge-; 
and  such  as  it  was,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
inake  the  present  motion  upon  it.  He  had 
no  recollection  of  the  case  of  Ilchester,  to 
which  the  hon.  gent,  alluded  ;  but  as  it  had 
been  mentioned,  he  would  that  very  day 
move  tor  the  evidence  that  had  been  given 
before  the  committee,  for  trying  the  merits 
of  that  election,  in  order  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  similar  to  that  which 
lately  passed  the  house  with  regard  to 
Aylesbury.  His  sole  motive  in  making  the 
present  motion  was,  to  prevent  the^  rfe- 
cjurrenceof  bribery  and  corruption  at  elec- 
tions.— After  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
C.  Wynne,  the  amendment  was  carried 
without  a  division,  and  of  course  the  mo- 
tion wa!s  lost. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday^  May  10. 
[^IiNUTF.s.]— The  Prize  Agency  bill 
was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  titjie  to- 
morrow.^-An  Account  was  li^id  on  the 
table  of  the  state  of  the  different  prisons 
in  Ireland. — -Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  adverted  to 
a  sunimons  which  he  had  received  from 
Sir  C.  .^Morgan,  requiring  his  attendance 
at  a  Court  Maitial  at  Chelsea  Hospital  on 
.Monday  next,  in  order  to  obey  which,  he 
requested  he  might  be  dispensed  from  at- 
tending the  Middlesex  Election  Committee 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  next. — The  sum- 
mons to  attend  having  been  read,  and  the 
Jion.  member  having  sworn  to  the  truth  of 
the  said  grounds  of  his  motion,  leave  of 
absence  was  accordingly  granted ;  but, 
upon  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham,  it  was 
Resolved  that  the  Middlesex  Election  Com- 
mittee should,  on  its  rising,  on  Saturda}', 
adjoprn  till  Wednesday, — Mr.  Sec.  Yorke 
brought  up  the  following  message  from  his 
Majesty,  viz. ;  *'  G.  R.  His  Majesty  hav- 
ing tal^en  into  his  royal  consideration,  the 
circumstances  attending  the  death  of  that 
excellent  and  upright  magistrate,  Arthur 
Lord  Kilwarden,  late  Chief  Justice  of  his 
Majesty's  Court  of  King's  Bench,  -in  Ire. 
land>  r^pommenxjs  to  his  faithful  Com- 


mons t<!>  grant  an  annuity  of  12001.  per 
ann.  to  the  Vbcountess  Kilwarden ;  as 
also  to  take  >such  measures  as  may  be  the 
most  effectual  foi'  continuing  the  same  in 
a  manner  the  inost  advantageous  to  the  fa« 
mily  of  the  said  Arthur  Lord  Viscount 
Kilwarden." — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sec. 
Yorke,  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  mes- 
sage was  ordered  to  he.  taken  into  farther 
consideration  on  Monday  next.— Mr.  L'3ng 
moved,  that  a  new  writ  be  issued  for  the 
election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia«> 
ment  tor  the,  Univei*sity  of  Cambridge,  in 
the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
who  since  his  election  has  accepted  the 
offices  of  First  Lord  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Chancellor  of  his  Majesty's 
Exchequer. 

[Ilciiesteh  Election  Committee.] 
— Mr.  Rose^  pursuant  tb  his  notice  of  yes- 
terday moved.  That  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence  given  before  tlie  Ilchester  Elec- 
tion Committee,  should  be  laid  upon  the  , 
table,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  whe- 
ther there  were  such  circumstances  as  would 
require  the  house  to  order  a  prosecution. 

Sir  W,  Youngs  who  was  chairman  of 
that  committee,  considered  U>e  present 
motion  as  a  reflection  on  the  committee, 
whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to  have 
moved  such  a  prosecution*  if,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  circumstances  of  the  case  re- 
quired it. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  his  motion  was  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  yesterday 
asserted,  by  an  hon.  gent.,  that  the  Ilcbes-. 
ter  case  presented  more  flagrant  instances 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  than  that  of 
Aylesbury. 

Sir  W.  I'oww^  insisted  that  the  cases  were 
not  similar,  as  there  were  no  instance  sat 
Ilchester,  of  money  having  been  given  be^. 
fore  the  election,  in  the  way  which  had 
been  done  at  Aylesbury.         , 

Sir  W.  W,  Wynn€  opposed  the  motion, 
as  conveying  an  improper  imputation  on 
the  conduct  of  the  committee.-^Tlae  ques- 
tion being  then  put  on  Mr.  Rose's  motion, 
it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 


HOUSE    OF    JLORDS, 

Friday  J  May  11. 

[Minutes.]— Counsel  was  heard  rela- 
tive to  the  appeal  from  the  Exchequer* 
Chambers  in  Ireland,  El^enezer  ftadforcl 
Rowe,  Esq.  v.  Paver  and  Hobbes.  The^ 
Judges  attended  upon  the  occasion.  Thq 
farther  consideration  of  th^  case  was  a^^^ 
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jouroed  till  Monday.— The  Custom,  Duties  | 
bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Comr^onsby 
Mr.  Vansittort  and  others.     The  Solway 
Frith  Fishery  bill,  and  the  Aylesbury  Elec- 
tion bill  were  presented,  aQd  were  severally 
read  a  first  time. — ^Lord  Auckland  moved, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Commons, 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  passed  the  Ayles- 
bury Election  bill ;  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly.— ^The  bills  upon  the  table  were^ 
forwarded  in  their  respective  stages. — ^The 
6th  report  of  the  Committee  of  Naval  In- 
quiry  was  presented,  and  ordered  tq  be 
'  printed   for  the  use  of  their  Lordships. — 
An  Account  of  the  state  of  the  gaols  in 
Ireland    was   presented  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
.from  the  Irish  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
and  ordered  to   lie  on  the  table. — Lord 
Hawkesbury  presented  a  message  from  his 
Majesty,  relative  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Arthur   Lord  Viscount  Kilwarden,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's   Bench,  in 
Ireland,  similar  to  that  delivered  yester- 
day to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  de- 
siring the  concurrence  '  of  their  lordships, 
in  enabling  his   Majesty  to  carry  the  said 
intention  into  efl[ect.     Lord  Hawkesbury 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS*.  ' 

Friday 9  May  \l. 

This  day  a  ballot  was  fixed  for  a  com* 
mittee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  several  pe- 
titions respecting  the  late  election  for 
Liskeard,*but  there  being  only  97  mem- 
bers present  at  four  o'clock,  the  housi 
^djourne^  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Monday i  May  14- 

[Minutes,] — ^I'he  farther  hearing  upon 
the  Irish  Appeal  cause,  Rowe  r.  Paver, 
w-as  postponed. — Counsel  were  finally.heard 
relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  the  Duke 
of  Queensberry,  v.  M*Murdo,  viz.  Mr. 
Alex>inder,  on  the. part  of  the  appellant, 
in  reply.  After  which  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor proposed  to  defer  the  faHher  considera- 
tion of  the  case  till  this  day  se'nnight,  in 
order  to  afford  the  parties  an  opportunity 
of  settling  the  affair  between  themselves, 
should  they  be  so  inclined ;  in  the  interval, 
his  lordship  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
he  certainly  thought  the  case  a  very  hard 
however,  when   individuals  thought 


one; 

proper  to  appeal  to  that  iTouse  for  a  deci- 
then  moved,  «' That  his  Majesty  s  message-  g-^^^  ^poj^  their  rights,  they   were    to   be 


be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday 
next,  and  that  their  lordships  be  summoned 
for  that  day;  which  Was  ordered  accord- 
ingly." 

[Defence  of  the  Country.] — ^Tlie 
Marquis  of  Siqford  rose,  and   addressed 
the  house  as  follows :  My  lords  ;  since  I 
last  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  a 
change,   I-  understand,  has  taken  place  in 
his.  Majesty's  councils  ;  and  I  am  informed 
a  new  administration  is  about  to  be  form- 
ed; an    administration,  I  am  afraid,  not 
formed  upon  that  broad  and  extensive  basis 
which   will  include  all  the  talent  and  abi- 
lity of  the  country;  but,  it  will  include  a 
right  hon.   member  of  another  house,  a 
right  hon.  friend  of  mine,  in  whose  talents 
and  ttbilities  I  place  the  highest  confidence, 
and  whose  great  merits  are  well  known  to 
your  lordships.     He  has  of  late  directed 
his  attention  in  a  particular  manner  to  the 
defence  of  this  country,  against  the  gigan-- 
tic  eflforts  of  the  enemy.     He,  my  lords, 
may  be  truly  called  **  a  giant  refreshed." 
Upon  this  ground,  I  propose,  with  your 
lordships*    permission,    to    withdraw   the 
motion  which  I  felt  it  incumbent  on  me 
more  than  once  to  postpone. — ^The  order 
of  the   day  for  summoning  their  lordships 


judged  according  to  the  fixed  and  immu- 
table principles  of  strict  right  and  justice; 
which  uniformly  dictated  the  decisions  of 
their  lordships.  The  farther  consideration 
of  the  case  was,  agreeably  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  motion,  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day next. — The  bills  upoft  the  table  were 
forwarded  in  their  respective  stages. 

[Lord  Kilwarden 's  Family.] — ^The 
order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  con- 
sideration of  his  Majesty's  message,  re- 
specting his  intention  of  settling  an  an- 
nuity of  12,0001.  on  the  family  of.  the  late 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Kilwarden,  of  Ire- 
land, his  Majesty's  message  was  accordinglj 
read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  woolsack, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  his  noble  friend, 
moved  a  corresponding  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty on  the  occasion  of  his  most  gracious 
message.  He  was  confident  that  but  one 
opinion,  feeling,  and  sentiment  could  per<« 
vade  the  house  upon  the  occasion  ;  for  his 
own  part,  and  speaking  as  a  professional 
man,  he  was  convinced  that  no  words  in  the 
English  language  could  be  better  applied 
than  those  in  his  Majesty's  message,  which 
characterized  the  late  noble  and  worthy 
chief  justice  of  Ireland/  as  an  excellent 


was  then  read  pro/orma,  and  discharged.—  [and  upright  magistrate,    Uftder  tha.t  im- 
^djowraed  to  ftlond^,  y         ''  °         ' 
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pressioD,  he  moTed  en  humble  address  to 
bis. Majesty,  expressive  of  the  desire  of 
that  house  to  afford  him  every  facility  in 
'  cfifrying  his  royal  itjtentiotis  ih  fav6ur  of 
the  widow  ind  family  of  that  unfortunate 
ftoblfetnan  itito  tomplete  effect.  The  ad- 
&N!i^  vttS  hnmediately  voted  neta.  dis.  and 
Ih^  Loi*d8  wHh  tvfiile  staves  were  directed 
to  present  the  same  to  his  Majesty  .-^Ad- 
journed* 


HotrsE  OP  Commons. 

Monday^  May  l^. 

pMiirtrtES.] — ^The  house  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  committ^  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Huskisswi,  on  the 
Liskeaf d  Election. — New  writs  were  moved 
for  the  electioii  of  members  to  serve  in 
Faritamem  iti  the  room  of  W.  Dickinson, 
Jun.  Esq.  vclio  had  acJcepted  the  appoint- 
•  ifeent  oi  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of 
l.ord  LouVaine,  and  Mr.  Long,  who  had 
accepted  appoifltments  as  Lords  of  the 
Trcastiiy. — Sir  J.  Anderson  presented  pe- 
titkms  fir'oiH  the  Lohdon,  Phoenix,  and 
Mican  Ittsurance  Companies,  against  the 
bttl  for  establishing  the  Hants  and  Dorset 
IftSufance  Comp^fty,  ^hi^h  were  severally 
ordered  to  lie  oh  the  table.— The  consi- 
defatioh  of  the  Lords'  Amendments  to  the 
Voltinteer  Corps'  bill  was  put  ofir  to  Fri- 
day; a*  vtras  also  the  third  reading  of  the 
Jngli^h  Array  Of  Reserve  Suspension  bill ; 
<he  second  reading  of  the  Irish  Army  of 
Reserve  SuspGhstbn  bill;  and  the  commit- 
tees on  the  Irish  Revenue  Regulation  bill, 
atid  on  the  iaCt  Of  hife  present  Majesty  re- 
lathig  to  the  importation  of  tobacco  and 
Iniiff. 

[LlVEHfbOtDOCi^^fLL.] — Mx.Crcerey 
IhOved,  that  the  committee  to  \Vhom  the 
Liverpool  Dock  bill  had  been  referred, 
fifeould  liave  power  to  send  for ,  such  per- 
sons and  papers  as  they  may  think  neces- 
sary to  cle^r  dp  the  subject  bt'fore  tliem. 

Getieral  Onstoigne  declared,  that  he 
«mld  tidt  coincide  with  the  hon.  gent, 
^rt  had  spoken  last,  ffs  to  the  propriety  of 
gr^rtting  ^urh  powers.  The  papers  were 
fis  much  as  tVOuld  fill  harf  ih<&  House  of 
CoiirmonS.  Besides  thait,  a  great  quantity 
of  the  papers  \<^hich  would  be  wjint'ing  had 
Beerf  confeumtd  at  ttie  fife  of  the  Exchange 
Of  Liverpool.  He  thought  that  at  least 
Ate  hoif.  flfr^mber  shotild  assign  som^  rea- 
atnn^  to  the  hOu^Cf  in  support  of  sudh  an  j 
ewudrdinary  mottoii. 


\  Mr.  Sheridan  couW  not  help  expressing 
sotne  degree  of  surprisfe  at  hearitlg  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend  termed  e.xtraor- 
dinary.  He  had  sighified  his  intention  of 
making  the  motion  to  the  committee,  and 
surely  that  was  Sufficient  notice  on  a  sub- 
ject of  tl>at  local  natnre.  If,  however, 
the  gallant  officer  who  had  opposed  the 
motion,  and  mentioned  the  cireumstanee 
of  the  fire  at  the  Exchange,  meant  to  say 
that  it  was  his  wish  th^t  the  paperft  which' 
had  been  consumed  by  that  accident  sliould 
not  be  produced, '  or  that  they  should  he 
specifically  excluded  from  any  power  of 
the  committee,  he  had  not  the  leafet  ob» 
jjectioh  to  so  much  of  the  hon.  member's 
wishes  being  acceded  to.— Mr.  Dent  spoke 
against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Johnstone 
supported  it.  The  question  was  then  put 
and  carried  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  15. 

[Minutes.] — Their  Lordships,  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  into 
a  committee  of  privileges ;  and  Lord  Wal- 
singham  having  taken  the  chair,  counsel 
and  evidence  were  farther  heard  respect- 
ing the  claim  of  Lady  Henry  Fitzgerald  to 
the  barony  of  lloos ;  after  which  the-com- 
mittee  adjourned  the  proceedings  until 
Jlmrsday  se'nnight. — ^The  house  resumed, 
and  the  several  bills  upon  the  table  were  for- 
warded in  their  respective  stages.  The  two 
Loan  bills,  the  Wine  Duties'  bill,  and  the 
Militia  Subaltern  Officers'  Allowance  bills, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed* — Some 
private  business  was  then  disposed  of,  and 
the  house  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONSk 

Tuesday  I  May  15. 

[MiNUTES.]^-The  house  met  at  four 
o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Slje- 
ridan,  Esq.  complaining  of  an  undue  re- 
turn for  the  borougji  of  Liskeard.  TJae 
naffties  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
chosen  were,  C.  Yorke,  Esq. ;  J.  AUen^ 
Eaq^;  11.  Beach,  Esq.;  N.  Vansittart, 
Esq.;  W.  L.  Hughes,  Esq.;  H.  Leycester,- 
lilsq. ;  J.  Pattison,  E^q. ;  J.  Brodie,  Esq.; 
VV.  Adams,  Esq* ;  H.  Burland,  Esq. ;  A. 
Iloldsworth,  Esq.  ;  Sir  II.  Mildrtiay,  Bl.  5 
Sir  J.  Graham,  Bt;  Nominees,  R.  Ward, 
Esq^. ;  J.  Johnstone,  Esq.— New  writs  were 
ordered  for  the  ekotiow  of  members,  i» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


M^lr 


PARL,  DEBATES,  Mav  X^,  IS^^.^LUkeard  BUtt^on. 


[41* 


the  room  of  Lord  Geo.'Thynne,  and  the  \  their  counsel.—- The  oaths  of  abjiiratba 
Hon.  Johu  Spencer,  who  had  accepted,  the  and  fidelity  being  diJy  administered  to 
former  the  plac^  of  conoptroUer  of  the    Mr.  Christian  Kauffmaau,  the  bill  for  Ihs 


hoi^eljold,  the  jljjiUer  of  receiver  gencraji 
of  the  land  Ux  fpr  the  county  of  Oxford. 
.  —A  petition  was  presented  from  the  pri- 
8Qpers  confined  in  the  county  gaol  of  War* 
^ick,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. — 
The  committee  on  the  several  petitions 
fmm  the  Irish  Linen  Mercha<its  was,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  postponed  till 
to-morrow  se*nnight. — Mr.  Poole,  from 
the  ser.  of  State's  office,  presented,  **  An 
Abstract  of  the  Returns  made  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  the  43d  of  his  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  *  An  Act  for  procuring  returns 
relative  to  the  Expenpe  and  Maintenance 
of  the.Popr  ia  England,  in  so  far  as  suph 
return?  have  been  transmitted  to  his  Ma^- 
je&ty's  sec.  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
ment, up  to  the  9th.  of  May,  1804.''— 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. — Adjourned. 


naturalization  was  read  a  second  time,  an4 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  co»aiit^ 
tee.  — Adjourned. 


cp: 


UOUSB   or    COMMOKSw 


UOySS  OS  LORDS. 

Wednesday^   ^lay  iG, 

[MiNUTES.]  —The  Royal  Assent  by 
Qommission  was  given  to  the  14|  millions 
English  Loan,  Ij  millions  Irish  Loan,  Mi- 
litia Officers'  Qualification,  Militia  Sub- 
altern Officers'  Allowance,  Additional 
Wine  Duty,  and  Statute  Duty  public  bills, 
aiKi  to  a  number  of  private  bills. — Coun- 
sel were  heard  at  considerable  length  re- 
lative to  the  Scotch  appeal,  Wra.  Grieve, 
Esq.  V,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Conyngham 
and  James  Grey;  viz.  Messrs.  Romilly  and 
Warner,  on  the  part  of  the  appellant. 
The  farther  hearing  was  adjounied  till  Fri- 
day.— Mr.  Alexander,  accompanied  by 
several  member^,  presented  the  answer  of 
the  Commons  to  their  Lordships'  message, 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  passed  the 
Aylesbury  Election  bill;  importing  that 
tlie  same  should  be  forthwith  communi- 
cated; and  accordingly  the  document  in 
question  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Ale.xander. 
'The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded 
in  their  respective  stages.— A  petition  was 
presented  by  Lord  Walsingham,  from  per- 
tain electors  of  the  borough  of  Aylesbury, 
against  the  Aylesbury  Election  bill,  pray- 
fng  leave  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel. 
Ordered  to  lie,  op  ,the  table. — ^The  Ayles- 
bury Election  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
^  second  ti^i^  this  day  fortnight ;  and  that 
the  pe\itig;^e^  b^y^  j^s^ve  to  be  he^d  by 


Jfednesdai/f  May  l6. 

[Minutes,] — A  message  was  brougjil; 
from  the  Lords,  requiriog  the  attiendanc« 
of  this  house  at  their  lordships'  bar,  ta 
hear  his  Maje^sty's  assent  mven  by  coiii- 
mission  to   certain,  bills.     Mr.  Speaker, 
accompanied  by  several  njembers,  accord-^ 
ingly  amended  forthwith,   and   beiftg  re- 
turned, reported  to  the  house,  thai;  tfam 
Royal  assent  had  been  given,  by  coauaai^ 
sion,  .to  the  two  Loan  bills^  the  fiycisci 
Duty  bill,  the  Militia  Officers'  bill,,  tbcfc 
Militia  Adjutants'  Allowance  bill,  wdth^ 
Statut,e  Duty  bill. — The  further  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  Irish  Currency  wa^ 
brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tar 
ble,  and   be  printed. — ^An   Accoui^t  wa* 
laid  befgre  the  house  from  the  cororois'* 
sioners  of  customs  in  Scotland,  of;  all  the 
clover  seed  io^ported  into  Scotlaod^  for  tlm 
last  7  years. — An  Account  was  a}^  lai4 
before  the  house  from  the  conwnissionera 
of  excise  in  Scotland,  of  the  arrears  aod 
of  the  balances  now  in  their  haod^*'    Cr-* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table.— A  paper  waa 
laid   before  the   house   from,  the  se^c.  o( 
state's  office,  respecting  the  returns  rela-, 
tive  to  the  expence  and  maint^naooe  of 
the  poor  iu  the  different  counties  of  Eng** 
land.     Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.-^ 
The  bill  for  regulating  licences  t^en  out 
in  Scotland,  for  retailing  exciseable  liquor 
in  Scotland,  was  read  a  fiist  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-mox^ 
row. — ^The  Criminal  Offenders'  bill  waa 
read  a  second  time«  and  committed  foi? 
Friday,^ — Sir  Jolm  Newport  gave  OkOticen 
that  on  to-niorrowse'iwight  he  should  bring 
forward  a  motion  respec^ng  the  property 
tax,  as  far  as  it  affected  income  drawn 
from  Ireland.— ^A  new  wiit.was  is8»ied  foir 
the  election  of  a  member  for  Sutherland, 
in  the  room  of  the  Bigjiit  Hon.  W.  Duiv* 
das,  who,  siace  his  election,  had  accepted 
the  office  of  sec*  at  war.  —Mr.  VVilherforco 
gave  nptice,  that  he  should  brimg  forward 
his  motion  for. the  abolitioA.of  thofilave 
trade  to-morrow  se'nnight. 

[LiSKBABP  Electiok.]— Mr.  Yorke^ 
from  tb^.  sejL^ct  cqmmUtee  ,who  wore  ap^ 
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pointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits 
of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Sheridan,  Esq. 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn for  the  borough  of  Liskeard,  reported 
to  the  house,  that  William  Huskisson, 
Esq.  is  duly  elected,,  and  that  the  said 
petition  did  not  appear  to  the  said  com- 
,  znittee  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

Mr.  Roscy  from  the  select  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  try  and  determine 
the  merits  of  the  petition  of  William  Hus- 
kisson, Esq.  respecting  tlie  last  return  of 
a  member  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
boroogh  of  Liskeard,  reported  to  the 
kouse,  "  that  William  Huskisson,  Esq. 
only  ought  to  have  been  returned  a  bur- 
gess to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  said 
borough."  The  said  determination  was 
ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of 
the  house,  and  the  deputy  clerk  of  the 
Crown  was  brdered  lo  attend  to-morrow 
with  the  double  return  for  the  borough  of 
Liskeard.  and  amend  the  same,  by  taking 
off  the  file  the  indenture  by' which  Thomas 
Sheridan,  Esq.  was  returned.  Mr.  Rose 
also  acquainted  the  house,  that  the  said 
committee  had  cotne  to  a  resolution, 
^*  that  Mr.  John  Dayman,  under  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Cornwall,  in  annexing  to 
the  writ  tlie  indenture  complained  of  in 
the  said  petition,  acted  contrary  to  his 
duty,  and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
Parliament."  The  right  hon.  gent,  in 
compliance  witji  the  injunctions  of  the 
committee,  then  intimated  his  intention 
of  submitting  a  motion  to  the  house,  on 
a  future  day,  respecting  the  conduct  on 
that  occasion  of  the  said  under  sheriff  of 
Cornwall. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  extremely 
glad  to  find  that  the  charge  of  corruption, 
about  which  so  much  had  been  said  on 
this  subject,  made  no  part  of  the  report 
from  the  committee.  In  the  resolution 
just  reported,  he  sincerely  believed  the 
committee  had  decided  according  to  the 
evidence  before  tliem;  but  he  was  also 
sure,  that  if  Mr.  Damon  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  that  house,  he  would 
be  fully  able  satisfactorily  to  exculpate 
himself,  s^nd  to  prove,  that  he  had  acted 
from  no  corrupt  intention. 

Mr.  Rose  replied,  that  Mr.  Payman 
had  the  advantage  of  very  able  counsel 
before  the  committee,  and  had  been  ably 
defended^  He  did  not  mean  to  impute  to 
him  any  corrupt  motive,  nor  did  such 
a  charge  constitute  any  part  of  the  report. 
But  it  appeared  that  he  had  acted  wil- 


fully; and  although  the  same  degree  of 
moral  turpitude  did  not  at^a'oh  as  if  he 
hdd  acted  corruptly,  yet  the  result  to  the 
public  was  equally  mischievous.  In  the 
motion  he  was  about  to  make,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  precipitate  any  measure  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Dayman, but  give  him  full' 
time  for  preparation ;  and  he  should  there- 
fore move  that  the  report  be  taken  into 
consideration  this  day  fortnight.  Ordered. 
— The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  committee  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  house. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Thursday^  May  \7.  ^ 

[Minutes.] — ^Their  lordships,  pursu- 
ant  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  into 
a  committee  of  privileges,  and  Lord  Wal- 
singham  having  taken  the  chair,  counsel 
and  evidence  were  farther  heard  respect- 
ing the  claim  of  Sir  Cecil  Bishop,  bart. 
to  the  barony  of  Zouch.  After  a  few  ob- 
servations from  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  rela- 
tive to  the  proper  line  of  proceeding  as 
the  case  then  stood,  and  a  short  explana- 
tory conversation  between  the  Duke  ot 
Norfolk  and  tlie  noble  chairman,  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  case  was  ad- 
journed until  this  day  fortnight.  Prayers, 
were  then  read,  and  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth brought  down  his  Majesty's  an- 
swer to  the  address  of  their  lordships, 
concurring  in  his  Majesty's  intention^  of 
providing  for  the  widow  of  the  late  Lord 
Viscount  Kilwarden.— The  several  bills  on 
the  table  were  passed  in  tl^ir  respective 
stages. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE-OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  \7»    ' 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  R.  Ward  presented  a 
petition  from  certain  prize  agents,  against 
the  bill  pending  for  the  regulation  of  prize 
agency.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
leave  given  to  the  petitionei^  to  be  heard 
by  counsel  upon  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill.  —  The  Solicitor  General  obtained 
'leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  soli^ 
citofs  and  attornies  for  omitting  to  take 
out  certificates  pursuant  to.  the  act  of  the 
37th  of  the  King. — A  message  was  re-^ 
ceived  from  the  Lords,  intimating  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  additional 
Export  and  Import  jCJuty  bill. — Mr.  S. 
Bourne  moved  for  a  return  of  the  amount 
of  the  harbour  dues  levied  in  the  Isle  of 
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Mftn^  with  the  disbursement  thereof,  from 
the  5th  of  July  1791»  to  the  sanje  day  in 
1803,  distinguishing  each  year.  Prdered. 
—Mr.  W.  Dundas  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Scotch  Excise  Licence  bill ;  it 
was  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. — Ad- 
journed. - 


HOUSE  OF  lords; 

Friday^  May  18. 

[Ml N  u  TES.  ]  —  The  royal    assent  was 
given,  by  commission,  to  the  Custom  Du- 
ties' Regulation  bill,   and  to  two  private 
bills.    The  Lords'  commissioners  were  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
and    Lord    Ha^kesbury, — The    Earl    of 
'  Powis   (late  Lord  Clive)  was  introduced 
with  the  accustomed'  formalities,   sworn, 
and  took   his   seat.     His  lordship's  sup- 
porters were  the  Earls  of  Dartmouth  and 
Rosslyn.     As  soon  as  the  noble  earl  had 
taken  his  seat,  the  Lord  Chancellor  took 
the  opportunity  to  address  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  to  his  lordship 
the  thanks  of  the  house,  recently  voted  ta 
him  for  his  very  able,  decisive,  and  meri- 
torious conduct,  while  governor  of  Fort 
St.  George,  and  the  presidency  of  Madras 
in  India.     The  Earl  of  Powis,  in  a  short 
and    appropriate    speech,    expressed    his 
grateful  feelings  on  the  occasion,  and  his 
high  sense  of  the  honour  conferred  upon 
him   by   their  lordships. —r  Counsel   were 
heard    in    continuation    relative    td    the- 
Scotch  Appeal,  Grieve  v.  Cuunyngham  and 
Grey,  viz.  Mr.  Adam  on  the  part  of  the 
respondents.     The    farther    hearing    was 
postponed  till  Wednesday. — Several  pri- 
vate bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons, and  severally  read  a  first  time,  and 
the  remaining  bills  upon  the  table  being 
forwarded,  tlieir   lordships  adjourned  till 
Wednesday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Friday,  May  18. 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  Pitt  took  the  oaths 
and  his  seat  upon  his  re-election  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  was  introduced  by  Lord  Castlereagh 
and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. — ^The  house 
having,  pursuant  to  summons,  attended  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  Speaker,  on  its. 


ditional  Import  Duty  Bill,  and  to  several    . 
private  bills. — Mr;    Huskisson    took    the 
oaths  and   his  seat  for  Liskeard. — New 
writs  were  ordered  for  the  election  of  a  re- 
presentative for  the  county  of  Galway,  in 
Ireland,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Dunlo,  who 
ha3  accepted  the  office  of  one  of  the  com- 
missioners Sot  managing  the  affairs  of  !»• 
dia ;  also,  for  the  borough  of  Christchurch* 
in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  George  Rose, 
who  has  accepted  the  office  of  Paymaster- 
General  of  his  Majesty's  Land   Forces; 
also,  for  the  borough  of  Helston,  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Fitzharris,  who  has   been 
appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  .—The  Solicitor- 
General  brought  in  a  bill  for  indemnifying 
such  Attornies  and  Solicitors  as  may  have 
neglected  taking  out  certificates,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  the  32d  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty.    Read  a  1st,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  2d  time  on  Monday  se'nnight. — Mr.  J. 
H.  Addingtoa  brought  in  a  bill  for  amend- 
ing the  acts  for  regulating  disputes  betweea 
the  masters  and  journeymen  engaged  in  the 
cotton  trade.     Head  a  Ist,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  2d  time  on  Monday  se'nnight.— 
Lord  Marsham  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Middlesex  Election,  that  it  was 
their  wish  to  be  allowed  to  adjourn  froih 
to-morrow   till  Wednesday    next.      The 
house,  on  motion,  granted  leave^  accord- 
ingly,— Tlie  second  reading  of  the  Prize 
Agency  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jervis,  postponed  till  Monday  se'nnight. — • 
Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  that  in  order  to  suit 
the   convenience  of  some  gentlemen,   he 
should  postpone  to  Tuesday  se'nnight  his 
intended  motion  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade. — Mr.  R.  Dundas  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
ex  pence  necessary  to  carry  into  execution 
the  several  acts  with  respect  to  the  militia 
oC  Scotland,  and  also  the  General  Defence 
Act.— The  house  resolved  into  a  commit- 
tee on  the  bill  for  facilitating  the  arrest  of 
offenders;  but  a  wish  being  expressed  by 
Colonel  Vereker  and  Mr.  D.  Browne,  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  in  the  bill 
to  enable  grand  juries  in  Ireland  to  raise  a 
fund  for  jcarrjung  it  into  execution,  the 
chairman  was,  after  a  few  words  from  the 
Attorney-General  and   Mr,  Ormsby,  di- 
rected to  report  progress,  and  to  ask  leavo 
to  sit  again  on  Wednesday  next.     On  the 
house  being  resumed,  leave  was  ^ven  ac- 
I  cordingly.-— The  house  in  a  committee  went 


return,  announced  that  the  royal  assent 

bad  been  givqn  by  commission  to  the  Ad-    through 'the  Scotch  ExasQ  Licence  bUl^ 
Vol,,  li*  I     D  B 
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and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  presented 
on  Wednesday  next.— Mr.  Western,  after 
some  prefatory  remarks  upon  the  state  ol 
our  Corn  Laws,  and  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing some  legislative  measure  res  peeling 
them,  moved,  in  order  to  enable  gentle- 
men to  form  an  idea  of  the  progress  of  our 
agriculture,  and  the  quantity  of  our  con- 
sumption for  several  years  back,  and 
thence  to  judge  how  far  the  necessity  he 
had  mentioned  existed,  **  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  an'Account  of  the  cpiant'ity 
of  corn,  grain,  meal,  flour,  and  malt,  im- 
ported into,  or  exported  from  England 
and  Scotland,  from  the  5th  of  Jan.  1790, 
and  also  from  the  latter  period,  up  to  the 
^th  of  Jan.  ^1804,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  bounties,  drawbacks,  and 
duties  paid  upon  the  same;  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  average  price  of  each  species 
of  grain  in  each  year,  distinguishing  the 
quantity,  &c.  in  each  year.  Tiiese  motions 
were  agreed  to,  as  was  a  motion  by  JMr. 
Harrison,  that  a  similar  account'  should 
be  made  up  to  the  latest  period.—On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  the  account 
tJpon  the  table  respecting  the  amount  of 
drawbacks  allowed  to  common  Brewers 
uuder  the  act  of  the  42d  of  the  King,  was 
withdrawn  in  order  to  present  a  more  cor- 
rect account;  which  account  was  presented 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.— The  committal  of  the  Irish  Reve- 
nue Regulation  bill  was  postponed  till 
Wednesday  next,  as  were  the  committees 
of  supply  artd  ways  and  means. — Mr.  Pitt 
moved  to  postpone,  till  Wednesday,  the 
reading  the  report  of  tlie  Lords  amend- 
ments in  the  Volunteer  Consolidation  bill. 
Ordered.— Mr.  Pitt  also  moved  to  post- 
pone till  Wednesday  se*nnight,  the  3d  read- 
ing of  the  Army  of  Reserve  Suspension 
bills,  for  G.  Britain  and  Ireland;  and,  at 
the  same  time  gave  notice,  that  he  should, 
in  the  interim,  submit  to  the  house  a  pro 
position,  connec^ted  with  the  subject  of 
those  bills.  Ordered. — After  some  furr 
ther  proceeding  on  private  bills,  the  house, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  next, 

[India  Budget.] — Mr.  Johnstone  rose 
to  enquire  of  a  noble  loixl  (Castlereagh) 
when  he  meant  to  bring  forward  the  India 
Budget  ?  As  he  understood  that  all  the 
accounts  necessary  upon  that  occasion  were 
arrived  from  India,  he  hoped  that  would 
be  not  long  delayed.  ThtJ  noble  lord 
would,  no  doult,  bjasfcwaid  to  bring 
to  the  account  of  the  public,  as  the  publu 


would  be  glad  to  receive,  the  500,0001. 
for  which  the  noble  lord  had,  in  a  former 
statement,  given  them  reason  to  look  at 
this  period. 

Lord  Castlereogh  replied,  that  the  ac- 
counts alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  were 
received,  and  that  orders  were  given  at  the 
Indiurhouse  to  have  them  prepared  with  all 
possible  expedition  to  be  laid  before  this 
house.  As  soon  as  they  should  be  on  thfe 
table,  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  he 
would  move  for  their  being  printed  ;  and, 
after  the  members  should  have  full  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  them,  he  would  bring 
forward  the  subject  referred  to  by  the  hon, 
jient. 


HOUSE    OF    LQRDS. 

Wednesday y  May  23. 

[Minutes:] — Counsfelwere  finally  heard 
relative  to  the  Scotch  appeal.  Grieve  v, 
Cunnyngham  and  others,  viz.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander on  the  part  of  the  respondents,  and 
Mr.  Romilly/or  the  appellants  in  reply. 
The  farther  consideration  of  the  case  was 
postponed  till  Wednesday  next. — Two  pri- 
vate bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Com^ 
mons,  and  were  severally  read  a  first 
time. — The  bills  upon  the  table  were  for- 
warded in  their  respective  stages. — Lord 
Walsingham  presented  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  the  St.  Pancras  Poor  bill ; 
iwhen  the  amendments  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  3d  time  to-morrow. — Some 
private  business  was  then  disposed  of; 
after  which  tlieir  lordships  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

JFcdriesdoy,  May  23. 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  C.  Long  and  Sir 
Evan  Nepean  took  the  oaths  and  their 
seats;  the  former  for  Wendover  and  the 
latter  for  Bridport. — A  person  from  the 
chief  secretary's  office  for  Ireland  present, 
ed  certain  accounts  relative  to  the  revenue 
of  Ireland,  which  weie  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.— Sir  J.  Anderson  presented  a 
petition  from  the  Royal  Exchange  London 
Insurance  Company  against  the  bill  now 
pending  before  the  house,  for  establishing 
Insurance  Companies  in  the  counties  of 
Hants,  Dorset,  &c.  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. — A  petition  was  presented 
from  Monaghan,  in  Ireland,  against  the 
bill  proposing  additional  duties  on  the 
Linen  Trade,  which  was  ^efeiTed  to  tjie 
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committ(,>c  already  appointed  to  take  peti- 
tions of  this  descripiion  under  their  consi- 
deration.— Mr.  R.  Dundas  brought  in  a  bill 
for  regulating  and  enforcing  several  acts 
lor  raihing  the  niililia  force  of  Scotland, 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. — Lord  Marsham  iiioved, 
that  the  Middlesex  committee  have  leave, 
^on  their  rising  to-morrow,  to  adjourn  till 
Saturday  next,  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly.r~Mr.  Johnstone  moved,  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  Account 
of  the  sums  paid  to  neutral  states,  or  to 
subjects  of  neutral  states,  as  indemnifica- 
tions for  ships  taken  from  them  from  the 
}ear  1793  till  as  Ic^te  a  period  to  which  the 
same  can  be  made  up.  After  a  short  con- 
versation between  the  Attorney  General 
and  Mr.  Johnston^,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to  with  this  alteration  only,  that  it  should 
be  of  such  suras  as  had  been  ordered  to  be 
paid  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  mo- 
tion.— The  committee  on  the  Felon's  Ap- 
prehension bill  was  put  off  till  Monday. — 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  the  house 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Westminster 
Court-house  bill,  the  report  of  which  was 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. — Mr. 
Calcraft  gave  notice,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  bring  foward  a  motion  for  ad- 
ditional allowances  of  jtay  to  volunteers oi 
such  a  descripiion  as  might  not  be  able  to 
afford  the  necessary  expences  without 
some  ass;itance;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
wihhed  to  wait  till  he  heard  the  intention 
.of  his  Majesty's  ministers  on  this  subject. 
On  being  informed  by  the'  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  some  allowances  to  that  class  of 
volunteers  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
that  some  measure  would  soon  be  brought 
forward  for  that  purpose,  the  hon.  gent, 
consented  to  withdraw  bis  notice. — Mr. 
Kinnaird  informed  the  house  that  he  would 
put  off  his  motion  respecting  half-pay 
officers,  as  he  had  not  yet  received  that  in- 
formation from  the  other  side  of  the  house 
which  was  absolutely  necessary ;  but,  that 
as  soon  as  he  should  receive  such  informa- 
tion, he  would  taKe  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity to  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice. 

[Volunteer Consolidation  Bill]. — 
Lord  Castlcreagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  amendments  of  the 
lords  in  the  volunteer  consolidation  bill, 
and  stated  it  as  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
lee^   ttifat  the  amendoieDts  made  by  the 


Jords  had  a  tendency  rather  to  carry  into 
execution  the  measure  that  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  house,  than  to  introduce  any 
thing  new  into  the  bill. 

^Ir.  Fox  rose,  and  observed,  that  if  he 
understood  properly  the  forms  of  the  house, 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  ought 
to  be  put  off  altogether.  By  some  acci- 
dent or  oversight,  the  committee  to  whose 
consideration  it  had  been  submitted,  had 
not  taken  notice  of  one  clause,  which  he 
thought  of  material  consequence,  as  hav- 
ing been  altered  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  act,  as  it  originally  passed  the  House 
of  Commons,  contained  th^  exemptions  to 
certain  persons  from  various  taxes,  such  as 
turnpikes,  hair-powder,^  kc,  down  to  the 
5th  of  May,  wliich  date  the  Lords  had 
thought  proper  to  alter  to  the  Isl  of  June. 
'i'his,  he  thought,  was  an  improper  alter- 
ation, and  could  not  be  acquiesced  in  by 
the  Commons,  by  its  containing  an  exemp- 
tion in  a  money  clause,  beyond  the  day 
originally  appointed  in  the  bill.  He  pro- 
posed to  reject  this  amendment  entirely, 
and  to  leave  the  original  date,  the  5th  of 
May,  in  order  to  act  up  to  the  old  esta- 
blished rules  and  practice  of  parliament. 
He  conceived,  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  this  point,  as  there  were  nu- 
aiierous  precedents  of  such  amendments 
made  by  the  Lords  upon  bills,  which  were 
uniformly  rejected  by  the  Hbuse  of  Com- 
mons. Some  people  might  imagine,  that 
because  he  was  no  great  friend  to  the  vo- 
lunteer system  in  general,  that  he  wished, 
by  stating  his  sentiments  upon  this  point, 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  fpr- 
ther  progress  of  the  bill.  He,  however, 
had  no  such  object  in  view,  though  it  was, 
indeed,  probable,  that  some  of  the  clauses 
which  had  been  objected  ta  by  a  minor. ty, 
might,  upon  re-consideration,  be  now  dis,- 
approved  of  by  a  majority.  The  bill  ought, 
in  the  present  instance,  to  be  viewed  as  a 
money  bill,  and  therefore  ought  ta  be 
thrown  out.  Whatever  might  be  'he  plan 
pursued  by  the  house  on  this  occasion,  he 
begged  that  its  well-known  privileges  might 
not  be  viewed  as  a  matter  of  indifference. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Pitt)  said,  that  the  question  now  before 
the  house  was  what  was  really  consistent 
with  their  privileges  ;  and  what  was,  ia 
the  present  case,  most  expedient  or  con- 
venient to  be  done.  He  apprehended  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  amendment  allu- 
ded to,  which  was  inconsistent  with  the 
privileges  of  the  house.    The  House  of 
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Commons  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
jecting any  amendment  made  by  the  Lords, 
which  had  a  tendency  to  carry  into  etfect 
the  avowed  object  of  any  clause.  A  re- 
turn was  intended  to  take  place  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  passing  of  tl)e  law,  but 
the  execution  of  the  act  had  been  rendered 
impracticable  upon  so  early  u^day  as  the 
5th  of  May;  The  lords,  therefore,  seeing, 
that  for  obvious  reasons,  the  object  iu 
view  by  the  Commons  could  not  be  ob- 
tained at  such  a  period,  had  only  pro- 
posed to  substitute  another.  If  it  was 
judged  necessary^  in  order  to  attend  par- 
ticularly to  the  privileges  of  the  house,  the 
amendment  of  the  Lords  might  be  still  fur- 
ther amende,d,-  and  the.  1st  of  J\ily  hisert- 
ed  instead  of  the  1st  of  June.  To  throw 
out  the  bill  was  unnecessary,  as  the  opi- 
nions of  the  house  were  already  generally 
fixed  on  this  subject,  and  any  delay  must 
be  attended  with  inconvenience,  as  some 
of  the  provisions  made  by  the  bill  become 
€ver}^day  more  necessary.  The  amend- 
ments would  be^considered,  and  if  any  de- 
ficiency still  existed,  a  supplementary  bill 
might  be  afterwards  introduced. 

Mr.  Thomas  GrenviUe  said,  he  did  not 
iind  himself  dispoised  to  agree  to  the  plan 
of  passing  a  supplementary  bill,  upon  the 
present  occasion.  It  was  not  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience  that  the  house  Were  dis- 
cussing; the  question  before  them  was, 
whether  that  aniendment  was  or  was  not 
of  a  nature  which  immediately  and  mate- 
rially entrenched  upon  their  privileges  ? 
•The  clause  amended  by  the  lords,  called 
upon  the  house  for  an  assertion  and  indi- 
cation of  their  established  and  important 
privileges,  which  on  similar  occasions, 
ihey  had  been  in  the  habit  of  recurring  to  ; 
he 'meant  the  mode  so  usually  resorted  to, 
of  deferring  the  consideration  of  such 
amendments  to  any  time  they  might  think 
^t;  not  that  such  a  plan  had  been  found 
to  be  the  most  practicable  or  convenient, 
"but  because  the  House  of  Commons  had 
found  it  so  essential  to  maintain  their  pri- 
vileges untouched,  that  they  looked  alone 
ta  their  preservation,  and  he  trusted  that 
ihey  would  always  be  justly  tenacious  of 
them.  It  was  a  manifest  encroachment, 
to  say,  that  persons  shall  be  exempted  from 
c  rtain  taxes  up  to  the  1st  of  June,  instead 
O'' the  5th  of  May  only;  and  the  idea  of 
prolonging  that  time  still  further,  by  sub- 
stituting the  5th  of  July,  would  have  a 
gimilar  effect,  and  a  supplementary  bill 
"tfould  Qot  cure  the  evil  complained  of.  He 


could  not  help  thinking,  that  any  delay 
occasioned  by  adopting  a  different  plan, 
and  rejecting  the  clause,  would  not  be  a 
matter  much  to  be  lamented.  He  had  all 
al(^ng  wished  to  have  a  great  proportion 
of  the  persons  composing  volunteer  corps 
trained  as  a  regular  force,  capable  of  act- 
ing with  our  regular  army. 

Mr.  Brugge  B  at  hurst  S2i\d,  i\\^t  as  a 
member  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the 
bill  before  the  liouse  had  been  referred,  he 
could  not  help  stating  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  them  to  overlook,  in  their 
report,  the  clause  in  question.  The  com- 
mittee had  considered  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  thereby  made,  and  they  had 
not  thought  it  requisite  to  propose  any  al- 
teration. He  apprehended  that  the  point 
had  not  been  very  accuratt^ly  stated  by  the 
two  hon.  gentlemen  who  had  objected  to 
the  amendment.  The  question  was  not 
about  the  exemption,  but  about  the  time 
of  making  the  return.  The  bill,  after  re- 
pealing the  former  laws,  proceeds  to  state, 
that  persons  entitled  to  the  exemptions 
therein  contained,  shall  enjoy  them  till  the 
house  had  fixed  some  particular  day  on 
which  returns  were  to  be  made  by  com- 
manding officers.  The  5th  of  May  be- 
coming impracticable,  the  house  must  of 
necessity  have  adopted  another  day ;  and 
the  next  day  mentioned  was  the  1st  of 
June,'  when  it  became  possible  to  make  a 
return  by  the  present  bill.  Various  pre- 
cedents might  be  stated  in  support  of  such 
amendments.  In  tax  bills,  when  the  day 
which  the  Commons  had  fixed  for  the 
commencement  of  exaction  had  absolutely 
elapsed  during  the  passing  of  such  bills,  the 
House  of  Lords  have  always  mentioned 
another  day,  which  has  been  uniformly 
acquiesced  in.  The  principle,  therefore, 
as  far  as  privilege  was  concerned,  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  those  as  in  the  present 
instance.  Such  were  the  motives  which 
induced  the  committee  above  stairs  not  tp 
object  to^uch  an  amendment  by  the  Lords^ 
and  he  hoped  that  the  similar  views  of  the 
question  would  prevail  on  the  bouse  not 
to  look  upon  that  amendment  as  any  en- 
croachment on  their  privileges. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  that  the  hon.  gfint. 
who  spoke  last,  seemed  to  him  to  carry  tbe 
principle  a  great  deal  further  than  what  th^ 
house  were  bound  to  admit.  It  might 
happen  that  ^onajide  a  tax  granted  by  tha 
Commons  from  a  certain  time,  might  be 
altered,  as  to  the  dates  by  the  Lords  sp 
as  to  pn)ve  a  furtberance  df  the  original. 
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design ;  but  it  was  different  in  the  present  1  house,  but  was  |obviously  adopted  by  Htm 
case.     It  was  quite  inconsistent  with  the  | 
privileges  of  the  house  to  trust  the  fur- 
therance of   their    objects  to  any  other 
bouse  than  their  own. 

The  Speaker  said,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  state  the  information  he  had  collected 
on  the  subject  from  the  journals  of  tlie 
house^  In  some  cases,  the  house  had  re- 
j^ted  the  bill  altogether ;  but  in  others, 
which  were  more  numerous,  they  had  al- 
tered the  clause.  The  Speaker  here  went 
into  the  detail  of  a  variety  of,  cases  illus- 
trative of  both  sides  of  the  argument, 
which  he  had  collected  from  the  records 
•of  the  house,  in  order  that  members  might 
make  what  use  of  them  they  pleased  m  dis- 
cussing the  present  question. 

Mr.  tVindham  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
precise  principle  was  laid  down  by  the 
house,  but .  th^t  every  man  was  left  ^at 
liberty  to  reason  according  to  his  feelings. 
Had  the  house  of  lords  fixed  no  day^  he 
admitted  that  the  day  fixed  by  the  Com- 
mons would  have  been  impossible  as  the 
bill  now  stood.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
there  was  some  danger  that  they  might  go 
on  from  relaxation  to  relaxation,  till  that 
privilege  of  which  they  had  been  always  so 
jealous  should  be  lost.  He  admitted  it  to 
t)e  a  matter  of  form  rather  than  of  sub- 
stance, but  forms,  he  contended,  were 
Necessary ;  and,  as  the  whole  was  a  matter 
of  foVm,  a  few  days  later  would  be  of  very 
little  consequence. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  surprized  at  some  ob- 
Bcrvatious  that  had  fallen  from  a  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst.)  If 
there  were  any  instances  in  which  altera- 
ti^ohs  had  been  made  in  the  dates  of  tax 
'bills,  the  house  must  have  been  taken  by 
surprize,  and  he  did  not  think  the  com- 
mittee would  wish  to  be  vindicated  on  this 
principle.  Suppose  the  Lords  had  made 
no  alteration  in  the  date,  then  the  Ist  of 
August  would  have  been  the  period,' as  the 
returns  io  May  have  already  been  made. 
The  admission  of  a  right  on  the  paft  of  the 
Lords,  he  contended,  was  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  privileges  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst  explained,  by  ob- 
serving, that  in  the  sentiments  he  had  ex- 
pressed, he  was  borne  out  by  the  prece- 
dents gii^n  frdm  the  chair. 

Lord  Castlercagh  saw  no  cause  whatever 
for  rejecting  tiie  clause  or  {he  amendment 
made  in  it  by  the  Lords,  as  in  his  judg- 
ment the  amendment  did  in  no  degree 
"Whatever  trench  on  the  privileges  of  that 


Lords  in  furtherance  of  that  which  was  th^ 
undoubted  intention  of  the  House  of  Com.. 
mons,  namely,  to  prevent  any  fraudujenl; 
exemptions  from  being  pleaded  under  th^ 
volunteer  bill,  to  which,  witliout  thi$^ 
amendment,  a  wide  door  would  have  bef^n 
left  open  until  the  1st  of  Aug.  ue:tt.  The 
house  would  at  all  times  have  tlie  right  a^ 
the  opportunity  of  vindicating  and  assert- 
ing its  privileges,  witliout  unnecessarily  at 
this  moment  seizing  the  opportunity  of  |k 
weak  and  trivial  question,  and  thereby  mar 
terially  to  embarrass  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Grey  differed  with  the  noble  lord's 
opinion,  that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
at  all  times  have  the  power  of  its^rfiti^ 
and  vindicating  its  own  privileges.     In  or- 
der th?it  it  might  best  maintain  them,  it 
would  not  be  right  to  establish  a  precedeitf: 
against   those  privileges,   by  ^ving  way, 
even  in  the  most  trivial  instance,  to  any 
authority,   however    lightly    assumed  by 
another  house  of  parliament,  to  interfere 
with  that  which  this  house  had  ever  conr 
sidered  and  maintained  to  be  its  sole  and 
exclusive  right.     The  noble  lord  had  en- 
deavoured   in  this  case  to   defend    4ha 
amendment,  by  stating,  it  was  made  by  the 
Lords  in  furtherance  of  the  intentions  of 
this  house.    Such  language  and  such  an 
argument  he  held  to  be  most  dan^^crous  and 
deceptions ;  for,  if  once  such  a  pretence 
was  admitted,  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
in  what  bill  it  was,  that  the  Lords  might 
not  plead  a  similar  privilege,  to  overturn 
every  right  of  that  house,  under  the  as- 
sumed pretence  of  furthering  its  intentions. 
They  might  thus  amend  eyexy  money  bill 
sent  up  by  this  house,  and  overturn  ever^ 
privilege  of  the  purse,    which  this  houae 
had  hitherto   maintained   with   the  most 
scrupulous  jealousy.     He  could  see  no  in- 
convenience whatever  likely  to  arise  from 
the  rejection  of  the  amendment,  and  letting 
the  clause  stand  as  it  originally  did,  tbe 
5th  of  May ;  more  especially  as  the  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  proposed  to  in- 
troduce speedily   a  short  supplementarv 
act,  in  which  this,  amongst  other  defects 
of  the  bill,  might  be   remedied ;    and  as 
such  a  remedy  was  so  near,  he  saw  iio 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  adopted* 

Sir  Henry  Miidmay  said  a  few  werds  in 
support  of  the  privil^es  of  the  lv>use.««* 
The  question  was  put,  that  the  amend- 
ments be  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  . 
to. — When  the  clerk  came  t6  read  the 
clause  j  ust  now  debated, 
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Mr.  Fox  expressed  his  hope,  that,  from 
what  l^ad  passed,  the  house  would  feel  the 
necessity  of  rejecting  the  amendment  he 
had  mentioned.  1  he  whole  of  the  cases, 
ho  ably  stated  from  tlie  chair,  were,  in  his 
mind,  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  rejection  ; 
and  more  especially  the  case  of  the  militia 
"bill,  in  the  year  1757,  when  the  House  of 
Lords  thoui^ht  proper  to  diminish,  by 
amehdment,  the  number  of  the  militia 
voted  by  the  Commons,  and  also  the  sum 
of  money  voted  as  the  supply  for  the  ori- 
jginal  number.  The  Mouse  of  Commons, 
in  that  case,  did  not  act  merely  by  reject . 
ing  the  aniendment  made  by  the  Lords, 
but  they  maintained  their  own  dignity,  and 
"vindicated  theif  privileges  with  becoming 
.spirit,  by  rejecting  the  bill  altogether,  and 
thert  introducing  a  new  bill.  But,  as  had 
.t)ecn  fairly  and  ably  argued  by  his  hon. 
friend  near  him  (Mr.  Grey),  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  all  arguments  upon  which  a  jus- 
•tification  could  be  attempted  for  such  an 
amendment,  on  the  part  of  the  Lords,  was 
that  urged  by  the  noble  Lord  (Castlereagh), 
that  it  was  done  in  furtherance  of '  the  in- 
tentions of  this  house.  For  once  only  ad- 
mit that,  and  the  business  of  exclusive 
control  on  the  public  purse  would  be  at 
an  end,  aiid  the  privilege  of  taxation  com- 

,  pletely  transposed  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
•who  would  then  be  perfectly  at  liberty  to 
make  what  alterations  they  pleased  in  the 
date  of  commencing,  or  the  period  of  ter- 
•minating  a  tax.  Gentlemen  had  quoted 
pr^ecedents,'  to  shew  tliat  similar  things  had 
-been  done ;  but  those  precedents  were  of 
-very  modern  date,  all  within  the  last  nine 
or  ten  years.  But  why  not  act  by  ancient 
precedents  in  those  times  when  the  house 
had  shewn  a  most  scrupulous  and  dignified 
jealousy  and  vigilance  towards  its  privi- 
leges ?  In  the  course  of  this  debate,  a  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  B.  Bathurst),  an  expe- 
rienced member-  of  parliament,  and  one 
who  had  himself  for  a  considerable  time 
presided  in  the  chair  of  the  committees  of 
ways  and  means  in  that  house,  had  assert- 
ed, as  a  precedent,  that  the  Lords  ac- 
•tually  had  altered  the  date  of  commence- 
ment ill  a  tax  bill,  and  that  the  amendment 
.  had  been  adopted  by  this  house,  without 
any  objection.  If  there  was  any  such  pre- 
cedent that  could  by  possibility  have 
escaped  the  vigilance  of  this   house,   he 

.    wished  it  now  to  be  read,  as  the  house 

could  not  be  taiight  to  reflect  too  strongly 

!  upon  a  circumstance  so  truly  reproachful, 

'  to  a  aegligence  and  inadvertency  of  which 


it  ought  to  be  so  much  ashamed.  But  if 
such  precedents  were  once  admitted  to 
have  any  authority,  this  house  might  as 
well  give  up  the  business  of  taxation  at 
once,  and  abandon  its  claims  of  privilege 
as  idle  matter  of  form,  and  take  its  remedy 
in  a  mere  rejection  of  amendments  in  mo» 
ney  bills,  as  well  as  in  all  possible  cases  in 
which  it  has  the  same  power  of  disagree- 
ment from  the  amendments  of  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Pitt  felt  it  unnecessary  again  to  go 
over  the  ground  he  had  already  argued. 
He  must  be  widely  misunderstood  by  any 
gent.'  who  supposed  him  to  argue  geuerally 
that  a  view  of  acting  in  furtherance  to  the 
wishes  of  that  house  would,  in  all  cases, 
justify  the  alterations  made  by  the  other 
house  of  parliament  in  bills  sent  up  by  this 
house,  money  bills  as  well  as  other^.  '  He 
used  the  argument  specifically,  and  in  ;-e- 
lation  only  to  the  precise  case  before  the 
house  and  cases  of  a  similar  kind^  and  by 
no  means  in  relation  to  money  bills,  or 
any  other,  wherein  an  amendment  could 
be  even  for  a  moment  supposed  to  com- 
promise a  tittle  of  the  privileges  of  this 
house.  But  the  principle  did  not  hold  fas- 
tidiously to  every  possible  alteration  that 
might  be  made  even  in  a  money  bill,  but 
applied  only  to  such  cases  as  those  where 
the  obvious  intentions  of  the  house  of 
commons  were  contravened.  But,  conceiv- 
ing the  amendment  in  the  present  case  to 
have  been  made  purely  with  the  intention 
of  furthering  the  objects  of  this  house,  and 
not  of  contravening  any  of  its  objects  or 
privileges,  he  felt  no  necessity  whatever  of 
rejecting  the  amendment,  so  far  as  leav- 
ing out  the  words  **  5th  of  May»"  with  a 
view,  however,  to  amend  the  date  adopt- 
ed by  the  Lords,  to  the  1st  of  July,  which 
he  moved,  and  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whitbvcad  rose,  and  alluded  to 
certain  clauses  in  the  bill  respecting  mas- 
ters and  servants,  inserted  originally  at 
his  instance,  but  omitted  by  the  Lords, 
He  wished,  however,  to  know,  if  it  wa^ 
the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
revive  any  clause  upon  this  subject,  be- 
cause if  not,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
make  a  specific  motion  for  enquiry  in  tluit 
house,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  which,  if  he  were 
correctly  informed,  had  been  fxtremely 
oppressive,  unjust,  and  illegal. 

Mr.  Pitt  requested  the  hon.  member  to 
state  the  circumstance  to  which  he  al- 
luded. 

Mr.  TFhUbread  SQxd,  that  he  had  a  lett^ 
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in  his  pocket  from  the  shire  of  Bamff,  in 
Scutland,  stating,  that  a  respectable  'man 
thei*e,  named  Morrison,  had  a  servant, 
Vfho,  without  his  permission,  or  at  all 
consulting  hirri,  had  entered  into  a  volun- 
teer corps.  Mr.  Morrison  had  in  conse- 
quence discharged  the  man  from  his  ser- 
vice. The  man  applied  to  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, to  know  what  legal  redress  he  had 
against  his  master ;  and  though  the  Lord 
Advocate  gave  it  as  his  answer,  that  the 
servant  had  no  legal  redress,  yet  he  wrote 
to  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Bamff,  stating 
that  Mr.  Morrison's  conduct  proceeded 
from  disloval  and  disaffected  principles; 
enjoined  him,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
to  prevent  the  people  of  Bamff  from  hold- 
ing any  intercourv^e  with  Mr.  Morrison; 
histructing  him,  that  if  an  enemy  should 
land  in  that  part  of  the  country,  to  make 
Morrison  a  close  prisoner,  and  adding, 
that  if,  in  the  event  of  an  enemy  landing, 
any 'part  of  Morrisons  property  shoufd 
be  destroyed,  either  by  the  enemy  or  the 
King's  troops,  to  keep  it  out  of  the  ene- 
my's hand,  he  would  take  care  Morrison 
should  have  no  compensation.  Tiiis  was, 
he  apprehended,  illegal,  and  deserved  the 
animadversion  of  the  house.— No  reply 
was  made  to  this  statement. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  re- 
ceived, and  some  rejected  ;  after  which 
a  committee  of  inquiry  was  appointed  to 
explain  to  a  committee  of  the  Lords,  the 
reasons  for  rejecting  certain  amendments. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday y  May  24. 

[Minutes.] — Their  lordships,  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved  into 
a  committee  of  privileges,  and  Lord  Wal- 
singham  having  taken  the  chair,  counsel 
and  evidence  were  farther  heard  relative 
to  the  claim  of  Lady  Henry  Fitzgerald  to 
the  Roos  peerage  and  dignity;  after  which 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  case  was 
adjourned  till  Tuesday  se'nnight. — On  the 
house  resuming,  the  bills  upon  the  table 
were  forwarded  in  their  respective  stages ; 
among  these  the  St.  Pancras  Popr  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. — The  Earl 
of  Westmeath  presented  a  petition  from 
Robert  Tighe,  Esq.  of  the  county  of  West- 
meath in  Ireland,  praying  that  leave  be 
granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dissolve  his 
marriage  with  his  now  wife.  His  lordship 
obsejved,  that  an  officer  from  the  ecclesi- 
fi$^ica]  court  in  Dublin  was  in  attendance, 


to  lay  the  requisite  statements  before  their 
lordships.  Accordingly,  this  '  person  be- 
ing called  to  the  bar,  and  a  copy  of  Ihe 
proceedings  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  ia 
Dublin,  in  the  suit  instituted  by  the  peti- 
tioner against  his  now  wife,  was  duly  laid 
before  the  house.— Leave  was  then,  given 
to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  Lord  WestmeaUi 
presented  the  same. 

[Volunteer  Consolidation  Bill.} 
— Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst,  attended  by  a 
coiisiderable  number  of  members,  ap- 
peared at  the  bar,  and  delivered  a  mes- 
sage, importing  that  the  Commons  de- 
sired a  conferei^ce  with  their  lordships  on 
the  subject  of  the  amemUnents  made  by 
the  latter  to  the  Volunteer  Consolidation 
bill.  Itie  deputation  from  the  Commons 
having  retired,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
desired  conference  with  the  Commons 
should  take  place,  and  that  the  same 
should  be  presently  held  in  the  painted 
chamber.  The  messengers  from  the  Com- 
mons being  called  to  the  bar,  the  resolu- 
tions of  their  lordships,  respecting  a  con- 
ference, was  duly  communicated  by  the 
L6rd  Chancellor.  After  a  short  interval, 
their  lordships  were  informed  by  the  de« 
puty  usher  of  the  black  rod,  that  the  ma-* 
nagers  from  the  Commons  were  in  attend- 
ance in  the  painted  chamber,  and  waited 
to  confer  with  their  lordships.  Accord- 
ingly a  deputation,  consisting  of  the  fol-. 
lowing  peers,  was  appointed  to  manage  the 
conference  on  the  part  of  their  lordships, 
viz.  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  Viscount 
Carleton,  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  Lord? 
Harrowby,  Hawkesbury,  Mulgraye,  Mont- 
fort,  Elliot,  and  Bayning.  On  their  lord- 
ships' return,  the  Duke  of  Montrose  re- 
ported to  the  house,  that  they  had  con* 
ferred  with  the  deputation  from  the  Com- 
mons, consisting  of  Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst, 
and  several  other  members,  who  had  de- 
livered to  their  lordships*  deputies  the  bill 
in  question,  together  with  a  statement  on 
the  part  of  that  house,  relative  to  the 
amendments  made  by  their  lordships  to 
the  bill.  The  bill  and  the  documents  al- 
luded to  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
the  report  made  by  the  noble  duke  wat 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  oa 
Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday y  May  24, 
(Minutes. J -r-'Mn  H.  Xascelles  pre* 
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sented  ^  petition  from  the  sbeermen  and 
clotb.workers    in    the    county   of  York, 
'  praying  leave  to  have  a  clause  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  interests,  introduced  into 
the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
woollen   manufacturers   of  the^  northern 
counties^  for  bringing  in  which  leave  had 
already  been   obtained.      Referred   to   a 
committee.— Sir  J.  Newport  deferred  his 
motion  relative  to  the  Property  Duty  act, 
so  far  as  it  affected  the  property  of  gent. 
from  Ireland,  to  Wednesday  next. — A  new 
writ  was  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S. 
Bourne,  for  the  election  of  a  burgess  for 
the  borough  of  Tralee  in  Ireland,  in  the 
voom  of  tiie  right  hon.  6.  Canning,  who 
had  accepted  the  place  of  Treasurer  of  his 
Majesty's  navy. — Mr.  Shaw  gave  notice 
that  he  should,  on  Monday  next,  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Insolvent   Debtors. — ^The   Scotch    Excise 
Licence  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.— ^Mr.  C.  Wynne  moved,  that  the 
Speaker  do  issue  no  writ  for  the  election 
ff(  a  member  for  Aylesbury  before  Mon- 
day fortnight.     Ordered. — Mr.  Alexander 
brouglit  np  the  report  of  the  Webtminster 
Court-house  bill.     The  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  smd  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a    third    time    on    Monday    next. — Mr. 
Bankes  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  be 
should  move  for  certain  accounts  relative 
to  the  4 J  per  cent,  duties,  in  order  to 
complete. other  accounts  that  were  already 
on  the  table ;  mid  that  he  would  also  move 
for  certain  impressed  accounts,  so  far  as 
the  same  were  connected  with  the  ci\il 
list.-'-i-On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calvert,  Mr. 
Plomer  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  one 
month,  on  account  of  his  health. — A  mes- 
sage from  the  Lords  informed  the  house, 
that   their   lordships  had    agreed   to   the 
Cumberland  and  Galloway  Fishery  bill ; 
and  that  the  Lords  had  psissed  a  bill  for 
the  better  employment  of  the  poor  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Paucras,  for  erecting  a  ware- 
house therein,  &c.  to  which  they  desired 
the  concurrence  of  the  Commons. 

[VoLUNTBEU  Consolidation  Bill.] 
^-Mr.  Bragge  Ba t hurst  hrougtd  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  reasons  to  be  assigned  for  dis-^ 
agreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords'  amend 
ments  to  the  Volunteer  Consolidation  biU, 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  huuse. 
The  report  having  been  read,  and  the  rea- 
sons agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved,   that  a  con- 
(prenqeb^  de^^d  with  \^  l^or^s  o^  th^ 


subject  matter  of  tliese  said  amendments ; 
and  that  Mr.  Bathurst  be  directed  to  go  to 
the  Lords,  and^desire  the  conference.  Or* 
dered. 

Mr.  Bathurst y  on  his  return  from  the, 
House  of  Lords,  where  he  attended,  as 
directed,  to  desire  the  conference,  in- 
formed tlie  house  from  the  bar,  that  thei?; 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  conference,, 
and  had  appointed  this  day  for  holding  tlie 
same  in  the  painted  chamber. 

Lord  Castlerea^  then  moved,  that  the 
committee  who  had  drawn  up  the  reasons 
to  be^  assigned  for  disagreeing  to  the 
amendments,  should  be  appointed  to  ma- 
nage the  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
house.  Ordered.  The  committee,  of 
course^  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  painted 
chamber,  in  order  to  hold  the  conference. 

After  a  short  absence,  Mr.  Bathurst, 
with  the  committee,  appeared  at  the  bar, 
whence  he  reported  to  the  house  that  their 
managers  had  had  the  conference  with  the 
Lords,  and  that  the  conference  had  been 
managed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Montrose. — Ad- 
journed to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  lords; 
Monday^  May  2R. 

[Minutes.] — Counsel  were   heard   at 
considerable  length  relative  to  the  Appeal 
cause,  Lucena  v.  Craufurd,  viz.  Mr.  £rs- 
kine  on  the  part  of  the  appellant.     The 
fartlier  consideration  of  the  case  w»s  ad- 
journed feill  Wednesday  se'nnight. — It  was 
ordered,  on  the  motion  of  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Tuam,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  house  be  given  to  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Gloucester,   for   the  excellent  sermon 
preaehttd  by  him  before  their  lordships,  on 
Friday  the   25ih   inst. — The   Marquis  of 
Abercorn  acquainted  their  lordships,  that 
he  should  have  to  present  a  petition  to 
the  house;  but  it  was  one  of  that  pecurnir, 
grave,  and  serious  nature,  that  he  deemed 
some  previous  notice  necessary,  inasniuch 
as  it  respected  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  Ireland,  and  implicated  one  of  his 
Majesty's  judges  in  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom^     It  was  his  intention  to  present 
it  on  Thursday  next,   on  which  day  ho 
should  be-  in  his  place  about  5  o'clock ♦ 
He  hoped  a  full  attendance  would  then 
take  place,  and  with  a  view  to  procure  it, 
he  would  propose  that  their  lordships  btj 
summoned  for  that  day. — ^I'he  noble  mar-« 
(juis  having  mQved  tP  tbs^t  effecti  it  wa^ 
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ordered  accordingly, — Lord  Grenville  pre- 
sented two  petitions  in  favour  of  the 
Aylesbury  Election  bill,  signed  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons,  and  setting 
forth  how  their  interests,  in  diiferent  Wiiys, 
were  involved  in  the  measure;  praying 
that  the  same  may  be  passed  into  a  law, 
and  for  leave  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  8cc. 
iii  support  of  the  *  allegations  in  their  re- 
spective petitions.  The  petitions  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  leave  was 
granted  to  the  parties  to  be  heard  by  their 
counsel. 

[Volunteer  Consolidation  Bill.] 
—Lord  Haukeshvry  moved  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
reasons  offered  by  the  Commons,  at  a  con- 
ference, for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the 
amendments  made  by  their  lordships  to 
the  Volunteer  Consolidation  bill ;  wliich 
being  read,  the  noble  sec.  observed,  that 
their  lordships  would  perceive,  by  the 
printed  reasons  upon  the  table,  that  the 
Commons  had  agreed  'to  the  far  greater 
part  of  their  Lordships*  amendments  to 
the  bill  in  question  ;  and  among  which 
were  included  almost  every  amendment  of 
importance  made  by  that  honse.  There 
were  some  few  which  he  thought,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
though  some  of  their  lordships,  and  to  a 
certam  degree  himself  might  consider  in 
some  points  of  view,  as  important,  it 
would  be  preferable  not  to  insist  upon, 
as  such  a  line  of  conduct  might  injuriously 
delay  the  enactment  of  the  bill,  which 
certainly  contained  many  salutary  regula- 
tions, and  which  the  speedier  they  were 
acted  upon,  would  be  proportionably  effi- 
cient. He  thought  it  better  to  stace  thus 
much  generally  in  the  first  instance,  though 
tlie  first  alteration  made  by  the  Commons 
could  only,  at  that  moment,  be  regularly 
the  subject  of  discussion.  The  first  in 
order  was  the  additional  amendment  made 
by  the  Commons  with  respect  to  the  pe- 
riod to  be  fixed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  bill ;  but  this  they  would  perceive  was 
only  in  fartherance,  and  proceeded  pre- 
cisely upon  the  same  principle,  that  the 
original  amendment  was  made  by  their 
lordships,  who  thought  that  under  tlie  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  word  June 
should  be  siibstituted  for  May.  This  the 
Commons,  with  a  reference  to  present  cir- 
cumstances, farther  amended,  by  inserting 
July  instead  of  June.  On  this  point,  he 
thought  no  difference  of  opinion  could 
exist.     With  respect  to  the  last  ameud- 

Vot.  IL 


ment  which  was  made  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, that  wlih  went  to  render  cer- 
tain officers  of  volunteer  corps  in  some 
degree  public  accomptants,  he  should  not 
then  troubb  their  lordships  with  any  de- 
tailed observations  upon  it,  as  the  provi- 
sion in  que^rtion  mi^ht  be  ameliorated  or 
rectified  by  a  subsequent  bill,  which  it  was 
in  con  temp' ation  to  introduce  upon  the 
subjict,  and  which  the  powers  given  by 
the  last  clause  in  the  bill,  authorizihg  the 
repeal,  amendment,  &c.  of  the  bill  du- 
ring the  present  session,  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  doing. — ^On  the  question  being 
put  respecting  the  first  alteration  made  by 
the  Commons, 

Lord  Grenville  rose  and  observed,  that 
after  what  had  transpired  upon  the  subject 
in  both  houses  of  parliament,  he  was  in- 
duced to  hope  that  the  bill  to  which  the 
present  discussion  referred,  would  never 
again  have  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  that  house.  Of  the  measure 
in  general  he  had  already  repeatedly  deli- 
vered, his  sentiments.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  regard  the  apprehension  ex- 
pressed by  the  noble  sec.  of  state,  as  to 
the  delaying  or  even  the  loss  of  the  mea- 
sure, as  of  any  serious  consequence.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  would  be  be- 
neficial, because  he  thought  the  bill  was 
not  likely  to  be  productive  of  any  thing, 
but,  a  plentiful  crop  of  disagreement,  con- 
fusion, and  disappointrtient  throughout  the 
country.  As  to  any  service  it  could  do, 
he  knew  of  none,  save  such  part  of  it  as 
respected  the  calling  out  corps  on  perma- 
nent duty;  and  this,  his  lordship  observed, 
had  been  done  even  during  the  (,liscussion, 
with  what  colour  of  law  he  should  not 
then  inquire,  and  was  still  doing  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  His  lordship 
then  made  a  variety  of  detailed  observa- 
tions upon  different  leading  provisions  of 
the  bill,  which  had  been  before  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  that  house,  and  of  which 
he  expressed  his  disapprobation  for  the 
most  part,  even  as  amended  by  their  lord- 
ships, which  alone  rendered  these  provi- 
sions tolerable;  and  his  lordship  particu- 
larly adverted  to  that  provision,  which,  in 
effect,  went  to  render  the  commanding  of- 
ficers of  corps,  who  were  in  general  men 
of  rank  and  consequence  in  their  different 
counties,  the  deputies  or  clerks  to  the  as- 
sessors of  taxes  in  the  different  districts. 
On  the  disagreement  of  the  Commons  to 
the  amendment  made  by  their  lo  dsbips  in 
p.  34,  1.  6,   by  enacting,  that  ii.  stead  of 
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leaving  it  to  the  option  of  the  paxty  to 
appeal  to  the  deputy  lieutenants,,  or  to  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  that  the  inter- 
vention at  least  of  one  deputy  lieutenant 
"was  necessary,  a  conversation  of  some 
length  arose,  in  which  Lords  Grenville, 
Fitzwilham,  Ropmey,  Hawkesbury,  and 
the  Chaiiceilor,  wer^  the  principal  speak- 
ers. The  three  first  mentioned  peers  ar- 
gued for,^  the  propriety  of  insisting  on  the 
amendments  made  by  their  lordships,  on 
the  general  grounds  of  expediency,  con- 
venience to  parties,  and  for  local  consi- 
derations. The  objectors  of  their  lord- 
ships were  answered  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor and  the  sec.  of  state.  After  which  it 
^yas  agreed  not  to  insist  on  the  amendment. 
,  On  the  disagreement  of  the  Commons 
to  the  amendment  made  by  their  lord-ships 
to  the  clause  which  respects  the  delivering 
"up  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  &c.  of 
members  of  corps  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, in  certain  cases,  upon  bis  demand- 
ing the  same,  a  discussion  of  considerable 
length  took  place,  ^and  much  dilTerence  of 
opinion  prevailed. 

Lord  Grenville  opposed  it,  principally  on 
the  ground  of  its  injustice,  as  giving  au- 
thority to  One  man  to  take  away  the  pro- 
perty of  another.  He  trusted  that  no 
consideration  of  convenience  could  ever 
dispose  their  lordships  to  sanction  so  mon- 
strous a  proposition.  He  was  aware  that 
it  would  be  argued,  that  by  rejecting  that 
particular  clause,  noble  lords  Irazarded 
the  loss  of  the  bill.  He  did  not  see  any 
reasonable  grounds  for  apprehension  on 
that  head,  as  another  bill,  precisely  the 
same  with  that  on  their  lordships'  table, 
in  every  particular,  except  that  highly  ob- 
jectionable clause,  could  be  passed  through 
the  other  house  in  the  short  space  of  two 
days,  and  might  on  the  third  be  submitte<i 
to  their  lordships,  in  a  .form  to  which 
there  could  be  no  objection.  He  ,took 
shame  to  himself  for  not  having  perceived 
at  first;  the  manifest,  injustice  of  that 
clause  ;  and  it  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  their  lordships,  that  when  the  amend- 
mejiit,  obviating  that  injustice,  had  been 
first  proposed  by  a  noble  lord,  wlK)m  he 
did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  that  it  was 
unanimously  acceded  to;  he  trusted  that 
their  lordships  would,  in  support  of  tlieir 
consistency,  and  the  sacred  principles  of 
justice,  maintain  and  defend  the  j^mend- 
ment  so  proppsed  411  d  adopted. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  was  anxious  to  re- 
ceive from  iniiiistcrs    some  'explanation 


respecting  the  operation  of  that  clause. 
He  himself  had  clothed  a  volunteer  corps, 
and  supplied  them  with  every  thing  but 
arms,  which  he  could  not  procure,  and 
which  govt,  had  furnished.  He  shpuld 
think  himself  rather  hardly  dealt  with,  if 
this  clause  should  be  foun3  to.  authorize  a 
commanding  officer  to  take  those  clothes 
and  appointments  from  a  set  of  men  whom 
he  knew  and  could  confide  in,  to  place 
them  upon  the  backs  of  persons  whose 
faces  he  had  never  seen.  If  thb  particu- 
lar clause  invested  any  person  with  a 
power  of  sd  extraordinary  a  latitude,  it 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  either  done  - 
away,  or  that  it  should  be  distinctly  sig-» 
nified  to  the  country,  and  that  nothing 
should  be  leftto  inference'or  implication. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  found  hijii- 
self  under  tlie  necessity,  in  consequence 
of  some  observations  that  fell  from  the 
noble  baron  who  spoke  last  but  one,  to 
state  his  ideas  of  the  operation  of  the 
clause.  He  could  not  agree  with  that  no- 
ble lord  that  it  contained  any  sort-  of  in- 
justice. The  clause  vested  the  property 
of  those  clothes  and  accoutrements  in  the 
commanding  oOicer  only  pro  tempore,  and 
in  trust.  Whenever  tliey  should  be  claimed 
by  the  persons  proving  to  have  ,a  legak 
nght  to  them,  such  as  to  the  King,  in 
some  instances,  or  to  subscribers,  the  of- 
ficer was  bound,  on  demaiul  being  rnade- 
of  the  sanie,  to  give  them  up,  under  the 
penalty  of  lOl.  by  this  very  bUl.  He 
^  would,  moreover,  be  subject  to  an  action 
of  trover  at  common  law,  .and  would, 
upon  ref6sal,  have  damages  awarded  against 
him.  He  did  not  think  that,  subject  to 
such  process,  one  man  in  a  hundred  would 
think  it  prudent  to  refuse  surrendering 
property  of  which  he  was  barely  in  trust 
for  others.  His  lordship  saw  much  incon- 
venieiice  likely  to  result  from  insisting  on 
the  amendment,  and  nO  probable  injus- 
tice, in  his  opinion,  could  be  derived  from 
the  clause  passing  in  its  present  shape. 

Lord  Auddaud  said,  that  he  by  no 
means  concurred  in  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Commons  for  rejecting  several  of 
the  amendments  proposed  and  adopted  by 
their  lordships.  With,  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent amendment,  which  he  h^d  some  ve»y 
natural  reasons  to  be  partial  to,  he  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  persevere  in  it. 
He  could  not  expect  to;  derive  much  be- 
nefit from  a  free  cppference  with  the  Com- 
mons, as  was  proposed  by  a  noble  baron 
(Lord^Grenville)  i^fter  the  grand  reason^ 
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■which  they  had  assigned  for  their  dissent- 
ing from  many  of  the  amendments.  He 
'did  not  expect  to  convince  them;  and 
therefore,  not  wisJhing  to  risk  the  loss  of 
the  bill,  he  would  not  persevere  in  that 
amendpient  which  he  had  the  honoAir  first 
to  propose^  and  which  had  been  rejected 
by  the  other  house. 

Lord  Gr^r///e  said,  that  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  had  not  understood  the  na- 
ture of  the  amendment,  and  the  operation 
of  its  being  rejected.  It  was  impossible 
thai  his  lordship,  sitting  in  that  place,  and 
filling  the  highest  seat  of  justice,  should 
maintain  that  the  law  of  property  is  to  be 
violated  by  that  house;  rather  than  delay 
this  bill ;  that  the  property  of  A  is  to  be 
forcibly  taken  from  him,  and  be  given  to 
B,  for  the  sake  of  some  political  consi- 
deration. A  noble  lord  had  said,  the 
reasons  of  the  Commons  were  so  bad, 
they  must  have  better  behind.  It  was 
well  known  to  what  that  alluded.  But 
there  were  other  methods,  which,  on  a 
free  conference  with  the  Comnions,  might 
be  adopted,  without  touching  any  of  their 
privileges,  or  what  Xhey,  claimed  as  such  ; 
and  he  conjured  the  learned  and  noble 
lord  to  weigh  well  the  effect  of  not  insist- 
ing with  him  on  this  amendment- 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said^  he  never 
would  permit  it  to  go  out  to  the  world  in 
any  form  or  publication,  that  it  had  been 
said  in  that  house,  uncontradicted  by  him, 
that  he  disregarded  the  law  of  property, 
that  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  justice  to 
convenience.  He  did  not  coitceive  the 
bill  as  touching  the  right  of  property,  lie 
considered  the  legal  construction  to  be, 
that  the  property  remains  in  the  same 
hands  it  belonged  "to  before;  although  the 
delivery  of  the  arms,  &c.  is  required,  and 
is  made  to  the  commanding  officer.  • 

Lord  Grenville  said,  he  had  not  attri- 
buted to  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  that 
he  disregarded  the  law  of  property.  He 
would  not  attribute  that  to  any  Lord 
Cliancellor ;  he  would  not  to  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor.  He  had  only  said,  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  not  understood 
Ihe  nature  of  the  amendment ;  and  the 
proof  was,  the  monstrous  result,  if  he  had 
understood  it.  -    . 

Lord  Miilgrate  maintained,  that  there 
^^as  no  necessity  for  the  amendment,  as 
the  clause  did  not  invest  commanders  with 
the  property  ^f  the  '  clothes,  ^c.  but 
merely  witli  the  right  lo  demand  delivery 
of  tbeo). 


Earl  FitziiMUam  could  not  figure  how  it 
was  possible,  when  tlie  journals  oi  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  were  consulted,  to 
put  such  an  interpretation  on  the  clause. 
It  would  be  seen  that  the  clause,  as  it  ori- 
ginally stood,  warranted  the  interpreta- 
tion which  the  noble  lord  (Grenville)  an^ 
others,  had  put  on  it.  They  .had  accord- 
ingly removed  that  idea,  and  had  pre- 
vented, by  the  alteration  which  they  had 
suggested,  any  chance  of  misconception. 
The  Commons,  however,  had  dissented 
horn  that  amendment,  which  unquestion- 
ably they  would  not  have  done,  had  they 
viewed  the  original'  clause  in  the  same 
light  as  noble  lords  wov»ld  represent,  so 
that  the  interpretation  'first  put  on  the 
clause  must  be  confirmed  rather  than  re- 
moved. 

Lord  Grentilley  when  the  question  was 
put,  insisted  on  a  division,  when  the  num- 
bers were,  Contents,  23,  Non-contents,  8 ; 
Majority,.  15. — His  lordship  expressed  his 
hopes  that  his  Majesty's  -mihisters  would, 
agreeably  to  the  promise  hfeld  forth  by  the 
noblie  sec.  of  state,  bring  in  a  bill  to  ex- 
empt commanding  officers  from  tlie  incon- 
venience of  being  subject  to  the  law  re- 
lating to  public  accomptalnts. — ^The  rei- 
maining  amendments  being  agreed  to,  a 
message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Commons,  to  signify  the  same,  and  that, 
their  lordships  had  not  insisted  oh  their 
amendments. — Adjt)urtied  to  Wednesday. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday^  May  28i.    . 

[Minutes  ]— The  Master  of  the  Rolls 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  house  be 
given  to*  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jackson,  Canon  xjf 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  for  the  excellent 
sermon  he  preached  before  the  house  at 
St.  Margaret's  Church,  Westminster,  on 
Friday  last,  being  the  .day  appointed  as  a 
general  fast  throughout  the  kingdoms. — 
Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  an  estimate 
of  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  East  India 
Company's  sales,  from  the  Ist  of  Marqh 
1803,  to  the  ;lst  of  March  1804,  Or- 
dered.— ^The  report  of  the  Corn  commit- 
tee was  deferred  to  Thursday  next,  as  was 
also  the  conmiittee  on  tlie  Scotch  Militia 
E-xpences  bill. — ^The  Prize, Agency  bill  was 
deferred  to  Thursday  se'nnight. —  Mr. 
Bankes  moved  for  several  accounts  rela- 
tive to  the  4  per  cept.  Duties,  which  were 
ordered  accordingly.— Mr.  Shaw  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  ' 
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Insalvent  Debtors  in  Ireland.     Mr,  Alder- 
man Combe  said,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
such   a   bill    should   not  be  extended  to 
England   as  well  as  Ireland.     Leave  was 
accordingly  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  pur- 
suant to  the  alderman's  suggestion.— The 
second  reading  of  the  Cotton  Manufac- 
turers'  bill   was   postponed    to   Thui-bday 
se'nnight.     "J'h^  house  went  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  escape  oi 
Irish  Offenders;  t.ie  report  was  ordered  to 
<  be  received   on    Wedne&day. — Mr.  Whit- 
bread  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Wed- 
nesday se'nnight,  move  for  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland 
to  the  sheriff  depute  of  Bamffshire,  which 
was  on  record,  relative  to  Mr.  Morrison 
of  that  county,  having  discharged  his  st^r- 
vant  for  enlisting  without  his  consent  into 
a  volunteer  corps. — Mr.  S.  Bourne  gave 
notice,  in  the  absence  and  in  the  name  of 
]\lr.  Pitt,  who   was  not  able  to  attend  in 
his  place,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
right   hon.   friend   to   bring  forward,   on 
Friday,  a  motion  relative  to  the  military 
force  of  the  country.     Mr,  Addington  re- 
quested to  know  from  the  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  last,  whether  the  motion,  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  in  behalf  of  his  right 
bon.  friend,  on  the  subject  of  the  military 
force  of  the   country,   was  the   same   as 
that  right  hon.  gent,  had  mentioned  some 
time  ago  ?     Mr.  S.  Bourne  replied,  that 
he  was  not  authorized  to  say  it  was  the 
same,  but  he  was  iucluied  to  believe  it  was 
nearly  so. 


cause,  which  stood  for  to-day,  was  post- 
poned, and  some  private  business  dis- 
poned of;  after  which  the  house  adjourned 
till  to-mt)rrow,  when  their  lordships  stand 
summoned  upon  the  Marquis  of  Abercoru's 
motion. 


MiOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday^  May  30. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  consideration  of  the 
Aylesbury  Election  bill,  which  stood  for 
a  second  reading  this  day,  and  in  which 
stage  counsel  were  ordered  to  be  heard  in 
support  of  the  different  petitions,  was  ad- 
journed till  Friday.  This  proceeding  took 
place  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, to  which  he  was  induced  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  the  consideration  of  the 
precedents  furnished  by  similar  cases. 
Accordingly  the  bill,  after  a  few  observa- 
tions from  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
who  seemed  to  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
what  fell  from  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Friday. — Lord  Thurlow  was  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat. — The  bills  before  the 
house  were  forwarded  in  their  respective 
stages.— The  judgment  upon  an  appeal 


UOUSK    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday y  May  30. 

[Minutes.] — Gen.  Tarleton   brought 
up  a  peiilion  from  certain  proprietors  of 
fisheries  in  the  Solway  Frith,  against  the 
bill  now  before  the  huuse  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  fisheries  in  that  arm  of  the 
sea.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the 
second    reading  of  the  bill.— A   message 
from  the  Lords  informed  the  house;  that 
their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Commons  in  the  Lords' 
anjendmcnts  of  the  Volunteer  Consolida- 
tion bill,  and  that  their  lordships  did  not 
insist  on  their  other  amendments,  to  whicti 
the   Commons   had   disagreed. — Lord   G. 
Th^nne   and   Lord   Louvaine   took    their 
seats  on  their  re-election. — Sir  J.  New- 
port gave  notice,  that  he  should  to-mor- 
fow  move  for  an  account  of  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  sum  of  20001.  voted  last  ses- 
sion for  the  compensation  of  certain  offi- 
cers in  Ireland,  specifying  particulars. — 
Mr.  H.  Brown  brought  up  the  second  re- 
port of  the  committee  for  carrrying  into 
effect  the  act  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland.     Ordered  to  lie 
on  the   table. — The   Westminster  Court- 
house  bill    was   read   a   third   time    and 
passed. — The  third  reading  of  the  English 
Army  of  Reserve  Suspension  bill,  and  the 
second  reading  of  the  Irish  Army  of  Re- 
serve  Suspension   bill,    were   put  off   to 
Monday  se'nnight  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
S.    Bourne.  —  The    Irish    Accounts'    bill 
passed  through  a  committee ;  the  report 
to  be  received  to-morrow. — Mr.  Alexan- 
der brought  up  the  report  of  the  Crimi- 
nals' Arrest  bill.     The  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow, — Mr.  Iluskisson 
moved,    that  the  committee  on  his  Ma- 
jesty's message,  relative  to  a  provision  for 
the  family  <)f  the  late  Lord  Kilwarden,  be 
put  oft*  to  Monday  se'nnight.    Ordered.—' 
Also,  that  the  second  reading  of  the  At- 
tOrnies'  Indemnity  bill  be  put  off  to  Friday, 
Ordered. 

[Slave  Trade.] — Mr.  Wilberforce then 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  he  had  for- 
merly given,  to  submit  to  the  house  a  mo- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


441] 


PARL.  DEBATESj.May  30,  iSO^. ^S!ave  Trade. 


[44^ 


tion  relative  to  the  slave  trade.     The  im- 
portance   of  the  subject,  the' bo n.  geut 
stated,  no.  man  could  possibly  deny.     But 
if  at  any  former  period  the  subject  had 
been    considered  of  importance    it   must 
now  be  much  more  so,  from  the  present 
state  of  tiie   West  Indies,  and  from   the 
general  situation  of  Europe.     Its  impor- 
tance also  was  still  farther  augmented  by 
considerations  derived  from  the  long  habits 
and  the  established  interest  .of  the  West 
India  merchants.     No  man  was  more  dis- 
posed than  he  was  to  respect  this  class  ot 
men,  and   to  give  them  every  reasonable 
indulgence;  but  he  had  been  always  against 
the  principle  of  the  slave  trade,  and  was 
now  more  than  ever  convinced  of  its  per- 
nicious  tendency.     An   opportunity,    the 
hon.  gent,  thought,   was  now  oifered,  of 
bringing  this  abominable   trafBc  to  a  ter- 
mination  by    parliamentary    regulations, 
without  any  material  injury  to  individuals. 
The  subject   had    formerly  occupied    the 
attention  of  the  house  to  a  very  consider- 
able degree,  and   many  details  had  been 
presented  to   them,    calculated   to   rouse 
their  feelings ;  but  so  short-lived  are  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  that  much  of  the  in- 
formation which  gent,  had  possessed,  he 
was  afraid,  must  have  vanished  from  their 
minds.     He   did  not  think  it   necessary, 
however,  to  recur  to  his  former  arguments 
in  all  their  extent,  nor  to  direct  their  at- 
tention minutely  to  the  evidence  thai  had 
been  formerly  laid  before  the  house.  After 
a  very  long  and  serious  investigation,  and 
with  a  mass  of  evidence  before  them,   the 
house  \n  the  session  of  1792,  were  so  much 
convinced  of  the  injustice,  as  well  as  the 
bad  effects  of  this  traffic,  that  though  they 
did  not   immediately  abolish  it,  as   they 
certainly  ought  to  have  done,  in  consist- 
ency with  the  general  feelings  of  the  house, 
they  resolved  on  the  1st  of  May  to  abolish 
it  gradually,  and  followed  up  this  resolu- 
tion by  a  determination  that  it  should  cease 
at  the  end  of  four  years,  and  that  means 
should  be  taken   to  prevent  more  slaves 
being  imported  to  the  West  India  settle- 
ments.    Those  resolutions,   however,  had 
not  been  followed  up,  and  the  trade,  with 
a  few  alterations   that  were  then  made, 
was  still  continued  as  formerly.     To  those 
who  had  no  immediate  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  who  had  never  accustomed  them- 
selves to  reflect  on  its  consequences,  this 
might  be  a  consideration  of  very  little  con- 
sequence ;  but  he  begged  gent,  to  recollect 
that  thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures  were 


suffering  every  day  from  a  continuation  of 
the    pernicious  system.     lie  begged  that 
gent,    would    attend   to  the    incalculable 
evils  that  the  slave  trade  produced  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.     Such  is  the  infatuation  of 
those   ignorant  and,  unfortunate  prince8> 
that  in  order  to  procure  slaves  for  sale, 
they  engage  in  wars  with  each  other,  either  ' 
on  frivolous   pretences,    or,  should  these 
not  occur,  without  any  pretence  but  the 
arm,  of  power.     To  augment  this  evil,  and 
to   render  the  passion   still  stronger,  we 
tempt  them  with  spirituous  liquors,  their 
attachment  to  which  becomes  so  strong,  ' 
that  they  will  not  hesitate  to  perpetrate 
any  injustice  to  gratify  the  passion.     la 
pursuance  of  this  abominable  trade,  how- 
ever, we  go  still  farther,  and,  when  other 
means  fail,  we  set  lire  to  their  villages, 
that  we  may  catch  the  wretched  fugitives 
in  their  attempts  to  escape  from  that  dan- 
gerous element;    and  this,  by  a  strange 
perversion  of  language,  we  call  a  trade, 
and    these  inhuman    and   unwarrantable 
means  the  most  successful  mode  of  pur. 
suing  it.     We  thus  violate  the  most  sacred 
rights  of  mankind,  and  introduce  violence 
and  injustice,   by  our  incitements  and  ex- 
ample, into  those  unfortunate  countries, 
which,  from  their  ignorance,  become  a  prey 
to  our  avarice..    From  this  pernicious  traf* 
fie  which  we  encoiir^e,  all  their  transac- 
tions with  each  other,  and  even  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  itself,  is  made  subser- 
vient to  the  procuring  of  slaves.     The  mi- 
serable victims  are  seized  by  their  supe- 
riors, and  accused  of  unheard-of  crimes> 
of  which  little  proof  is  necessary  when  their 
condemnation  is  previously  determined  on. 
The  persons  who  are  their  judges,  have  au 
interest  in  their  condemnation,  while  we, 
to  the  disgrace  of  a  civilized  nation,  stand 
by  to  give  the  judges  a  share  of  the  booty^ 
It  was  worthy  of  remark,  iudeed,  that  so 
pernicious  has  been  our  connection  with 
the  unfortunate  Africans,  that  the  general 
progress  of  civilization  has  been  reversed, 
and,  contrary  to  former  experience,  the 
interior  of  the  country  has  become   the 
most  refined,  while   those   on  the  coast, 
who  have  had  the  greatest  correspondence 
with  las,  have  become  the  most  profligate, 
the  most  ignorant,  and  the  most  corrupts 
Npt  only,  indeed,  is  this  the  case;   but 
even  where  any  sparks  of  civilization  have 
appeared,  our  traders  have  taken  care  to 
extinguish  them.     In  the  interior  of  Af- 
rica* agriculture  and  several  of  the  arts  are 
known.    They  are  so   far  civilized  us  to 
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assemble  in.  large  towns,  which  is  always 
^  concomitant  of  refinement.  Tiiey  can 
work  in  iron,  ainl  have  several  other  ma- 
nufactures, according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  best  informed  travellers.  But  if  we 
direct  our  attention  to  the  coast,  we  shall 
find  neither  arts  nor  commercei  nor  any 
vestige  of  civilization ;  but,  on  the  con- 

s  trary,  \Vretchedness,  ignorance,  and  su- 
perstition of  the  lowest  and  most  degrad- 
ing kind.  Even  their  superstition,  in  or- 
der to  be  consistent  in  our  wickedness,  we 
attempt  to  encourage,  and  notwithstand- 
ing our  professions  of  Christianity,  endea- 
Tour  to  confirm  and  even  increase  their 
atbsurd  ideas  of  witclKJmft,  and  tlieir  other 
prejudices,  which  we^  find  subservient  to 
the  purposes,  of  our  avarice.  If  there  are 
any  corruptions  of  Christianity,  we  scruple 
Hot  to  communicate  them  to  them ;  but, 
■Mrbatever  can  enlighten  or  improve  them, 
Vie  carefully  withhold.  These  evils  are 
Bot  extended  over  a  small  tract  of  country, 
ior  they  might  perhaps  be  less  to  be  re- 
gretted ;  but  they  are-extended  oyer  a 
•coast  of  not  less  than  between  three  and 
•four  thousand  miles,  and  to  a  distance  of 
seven  hundred  miles  tip  into  the  interior. 
■It  is  impossible  to  reftect  on  the  wretched 
state  of, such  a  vast  population,  witliout 
pity  and  indignation  ;  and  of  what  baseness 
may  we  not  accuse  ourselves  when  we  con- 
sider that  we  are  in  a  great  meaaure  the 
cause  of  many  of  their  evils.  He  did  not 
wish  to  employ  severe  language,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  use  nicer  terms  on  a  subject 
which  so  much  interested  the  best  feelings 
of  humanity.  The  manner  of  conveying  the 
slaves  also  over  the  seas,  after  having  pro- 
ciired  thenj,  was  so  flagrant  and  inhuman, 
that  tl^  feelings  of  the  house,  from  the 
<3vidence  tliathad  been  laid  before  it,  were 
roused,  and  had  prompted  tliem  to  adopt 
regulations  to  prevent  tlie  waste  ofhnman 
lives.  But  not  only  from  the  mode  of  pro- 
curing slaves,  and  the  manner  bf  trans- 
porting them,  was  this  trade  to  be  depre- 
cated.'  The  treatment  of  those  slaves 
when  arrived  at  their  place  of  destrnatioti, 

_  was  also  a  subject  of  serious  consideration. 
'Those  who  were  conveyed  to  the  West  In- 
dies, were  not  only  doomed  to  be  slaves  for 
life,  but  their  posterity  also  were  con- 
demned to  the  same  fate,  and  their  treat- 
ment in  many,  instances  unworthy  the  cha- 
racter of  men.  The  hon.  gent,  thtn  ad- 
verted to  the  objections  that  had  been  for- 
merly offered  to  the  measure  he  proposed. 

•  The  best  argumeiits,  though  by  no  means 


l 


satisfectory^  that  had  been  offered  agninsi 
this  measure',  was,  that  the  negroes  were 
DO  better  than  a  species  of  brutes.  To 
consider  them  as  men,  and  to  reason  on 
their  feelings  accordingly,  was  represented 
as  idle  jargon.  It  was  curious  indeed  to 
observe  what  had  been  stated  on  this  part 
of  the  subject-j— not  by  mea^rand  low  au- 
thorities only,  but  by  people  of  understand- 
ing and  information,  and  by  a  man  parti- 
cularly whom  he  regarded  as  respectable 
for  his  talents  and  literature,  he  meant 
Mr.  Long,  the  historian  of  Jamaica,  who 
had  degraded  the  negroes  to  the  rank  only 
of  brutes.  But  be  would  ask,  if  they  are 
not  endowed  with  recollection — if  they  are 
not  capable  of  anticipating  the .  future — if 
they  are  not  possessed  of  ^social  feelings; 
and  of  remembrances  which  endear  the 
past?  They  had  been  compared  to  the 
Ourang  Outang  in  the  desert ;  but  nobody 
vvho  had  attended  to  their  mode  of  acting, 
or  who  would  attend  for  a  moment  to  the 
operation  of  ihitit  feelings,  could  maintaitl 
a  proposition  of  this  preposterous  nature. 
The  hon.  gent,  here  begged  leave  to  read  a 
passage  from  Mr.  Long  s  history.  *>  The 
African  Negro,"  sa^s  this  gent.,  **  is  inca'- 
pable  of  civilization.*^  He  was  willing  to 
allow  that  they  were  vfery  deficient  indeed 
in  the  arts  of  life,  and  in  many  respects- 
insensible  to  the.  finer  feelings  of  our  na- 
ture. He  would  allow  that  some  advo- 
cates engaged  in  the  same  cause,  had  hurt 
the  interests  of  his  clients,  by  representing 
them  as  superior  to  other  men  in  th6 
acuteness  of  their  feelings,  and  in  the  ele- 
vation of  their  natural  sentiments.  -At 
the  same  time,  he  co\i4d  by  no  mean& 
think  they  were  destitute  of  those  qualities. 
The  same  author  tells  us  that  •*  tliey  have 
no  moral  sensations — ^that  they  have  no 
settled  habitations — and,  that  they  havfe 
no  pleasure  in  the  beauties  of  nature/' 
What  settled  habitations,  he  w^ould  ask', 
could  they  have — what  pleasure  could  they 
deriv6  from  the  beauties  of  nature,  when 
chased  by  us  into  woods  and  deserts,  and 
compelled  to  shelter  themselves  from  our 
cruel  persecution  wherever  the  gloom  of 
nature  is  best  calculated  to  protect  them? 
With  this  vie^v  they  hid  themselves  in 
woods  and  morasses,  and  in  such  places 
certainly  they  could  ^ot  be  supposed  to 
build  very  permanefit  or  comniodious  ha- 
bitations. "  In  so  vast  a  tract  as  Africa.** 
continues  the  same  author,  **  a  diversity 
of  human  character  might  be  expected.*' 
Bat  we  must  not  forget,  thocrgh  this  authal: 
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naay  perhaps  have  overlooked   it,    wliat 
share  we  have  had  in  fixing  the  uniibrmity 
of  their  character.     We  must   not  forget 
ynhi^l  share   we  have    had   in   couverting 
them   into   au    ignorj^nt,  low,  peevish,  a 
bloody,  and  a  thievish  race.    Our  conc^uct 
to  that  unfortunate  -people  has  cerrauily 
had  that  tendency.    Our  cruelty  also  must 
have  made  them  ferocious.     It  is  very  cus- 
tpmary  indeed  to  excuse  cruelty,   by  say- 
i^   it  is  necessary,  and   that  its  victims 
dieserve  it.     We  therefore  wish  to  make 
these  men  every  thing  that  is  bad,  in  order 
to  serve"  as  an  excuse  for  our  own  conduct. 
Far  from  attempting  to  increase  their  hap- 
piness, or  to  augment  their  knowledge  and 
comfort,  every  step  of  our  conduct  seems 
to  have  been  designed  to  depress  them,  and 
to  keep  them  in  ignorance.     '*  An  Ourang 
Outang  husband,"  continues  the  author, 
*'  wcruld  by    no  meaas   disgrace  a  negro 
woman."     Such  strength  of  prejudice  was 
truly  astonishing ;  but  it  must  be  still  more 
so,  when  it  was  focollected  that  this  lan- 
guage did  not  proceed  from  the  impulse  of 
the   moment,  but  was  seriously  and  deli- 
berately introduced  into  the  page  of  a  pro- 
fessed historian.     The  original  invaders  of 
America  had   entertained  similar    senti- 
ments of  the  native  Americans.     They  had 
stated,  in  justification  of  their  cruelties  to 
Uie  natives,  that  though   the   whole  race 
were  lost,  there  would  be  no  great  matter, 
as  they  were  not  men.     They  did  not  con- 
sider them  as  men,  but  as  large  apes,  and 
'       attached  therefore,  no  idea  of  importance 
to   their  existence.  .  But  those  wretched 
natives  that  had  been  made  the  sport  of 
European  soldiers,  and  that  had  fallen  vic- 
tims to  their  cruelty,  at  last  obtained  a  de- 
liverer ; — not  from  the  parliament  of  this 
country,  or  the  civil  pohcy  of  the  country 
vho  oppressed  them — but  from  a  quarter 
where  the  rights  of  humanity  had  been  in 
general   respected — he    meant    from   the 
spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.    To 
relieve  the  distresses  of  those  unfortunates, 
the  Pope  issued  a  bull,  ordaining  that  it 
had  pleased  him  to  acknowledge  the  Ame- 
ricans to  be  true  men,  and  that  they  should 
be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  men.     This 
bull  was  issued  in  the  year  1537.     To  cor- 
rect those  partial  views  that  men  have  such 
a  propcpsity  to  indulge  in  their  own  fa- 
vour, it  is  necessary  only  to  look  to  the 
operations  of  Providence,    which   shews 
such  an  equal  regard  to  {^11.     Had  this  un- 
fortunate class  of  mankind  been  merely 
larutes^  n^&ny  of  i\i^\t  distinguisliing  attri- 


butes would  have  been  unnecessary.    That 
vast  Being  whg  protects  all,  has  exhibited 
his  bo\inty  also  towards  them.    But  what^ 
ever  may  have  been  our  former  opinions, 
pursued  the  hon.   gent.,  respecting  those 
negroes ,  however  much  we  may  have  hi- 
therto calumniated  them,  it  will  not  now 
be  denied  that  they  are  capable  of  thought, 
of  enterprize,  and  exertion.     In  the  VVest 
Indies  they  have  shewn  themselves  to  be 
something  more  than  mere  brutes.     They 
have  displayed  the  higliest  degree  of  cou- 
rage and  resolution.  They  have  discovered 
astonishing  perseverance  iii  the  pursuit  of 
their  purpose.     They  have  shewn  that  they 
are  capalile  of  a  steady  resistance ;  that  not 
any  number  of  men,  liowever  sraull,    is 
sufficient  to  oppose  them,  but  that  they 
can  resist  and  even  prevail.    It  is  material 
to  the  honour  of  the  house, 'that  under  the 
influence  of  strong  passions,  they  had  ad- 
milted  of  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of  this 
trade.     The  agents  of  the  West  India  mer- 
chants themselves  had  acknowjedged  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  stated.     M.  Brune 
allows   that  the   campaigns  of  the  native 
Africans  are  in  general  commenced  and 
carried  on  for  the  very  purpose  of  making 
captives.     This,  at  all  times,  he  admits,  is 
a  sufficient  object  for  war. — But  not  only 
do  they  disjjose  of  their  captive  enemies  as 
slaves,  but  if  there   is  any  great  demand, 
they  will  dispose  in  this  manner  of  their 
own  subjects.     If  there  is  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  captives,  the  kmg  will  turn 
round  and  offer  so  many  of  those  who  have 
been  the  assailants  for  sale,  making  every 
principle  yield  to  that  desire  of  gain  which 
this  trade  has  unfortunately   introduced* 
It  is  true,  says  M.  Brune,  that  the  French 
must  sometimes  seize  slaves  independently 
of  the  authority  of  the  prince ;  and  if  they 
liave  taken  too   many,  they  have  only  to 
settle  the  balance  with  the  prince.     This 
observation  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Acton,  and  other  tra^ 
vellers    who   have   visited    that  country. 
Such,  testimonies  it  is  impossible  we  can 
Head,  and  deny  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
slave  trade  owes  its  existence  to  practices 
of    this    nature.      The  remarks   of   Mr. 
Moore  have  also  justified  another  observa- 
tion he  had  had  occasion^ to  make,  on  the 
increased  severity  and  frequency  of  the 
punishments     exercised    in     those    petty 
states.     Since  the  year  1704?,  all  punish-^ 
ments  have  been  commuted  into  slaverj' ; 
and  men  in  power  very  frequently  s  have 
people  accused  of  crimes  of  vrtiich  {here  \% 
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no  proof,    in  order  to  have  it  ia  their 
power  to   dispose  of  them.      The  older 
.  writers,    who   give   an  account  of  those 
countries  before  the  existence  of  the  slave 
trade,  state  the  puhishments  as  being  verj' 
mild   and  easy.     They  were  banished  or 
made  slaves,  but  after  a  short  time  were 
permitted  to  return  home.    This,  formerly, 
was  the  greatest  punishment  that  was  ever 
inflicted,  but  now  the  smallest  crime  is  fol- 
lowed by  slavery  for  life.     This  change  has 
been  effected  by  their  connection  with  Eu- 
ropeans, and  the  introduction  of  the  slave 
trade  amongst  them. — ^The  hon.  gent,  then 
adverted   to  another   argument,  that   had 
been  offered   in  favour  of  the  slave  trade. 
It  was  said  that  they  were  so  wretched  and 
so  poor  that  •  their  situation  could  not  be 
altered  for  the  worse.     What  harm  could 
there  be,  therefore,  it  was  asked,  in  trans- 
ferring them  from  a  sceue -of  wretchedness 
to  greater  comfort  and  conveniency  ?  The 
principle  of  this  objection  he  was  strongly 
inclined  to  doubt ;  but,  he  would  ask,  if 
tl  ere  was  no  harm  in  separating  men  from 
their  families,  from  their  country,  from  all 
that  they  held  dear  in  life  ?  Was  there  no 
harm  in  destroying  them  on  their  passage, 
in   maltreating   them   for  their   apparent 
obstinacy,  and  in  dooming  them  to  per- 
petual slavery  without  the  hopes  of  return 
to  their  early  attachments?  All  writers  on 
the  state  of  Africa  allow  that' slavery  is  in 
a  very  different  state  now  from  what  it  was 
formerly.     In  former  times  it  was  a  mild 
and  patriarchical  system.  So  mild,  indeed, 
was  the  treatment  of  the  slave,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  distinguish  him  from  his  master. 
He  was  not  exposed  to  the  torture,  nor 
under  the  lash  of  the  whip  as  he  is  now, 
but  had  domestic  privileges  he  could  claim 
that  were  secured  to  him  by  fixed  regula- 
lations.     As  a  proof  of  what  he  now  as- 
serted he  could  read  passages  from  Mr. 
Moore  and  others,  if  the  house  were  not 
disposed  to  lake  his  wbrd. — Another  asser- 
tion had  been  made  in  favour  of  the  slave 
trade,  which  he  would  not  have  conde- 
scended to  mention  had   it  not  been  so 
much  dwelt  on,  and  so  much  importance 
apparently  attached  to  it ;  he  meant   the 
argument  of  those  who  alleged,  that  if  we 
did  not  take  those  slaves  offered  for  sale 
they  would  be  all  massacred,   and  that 
therefore  as  many  women   and   captives 
taken  in  war,  with  other  objects  a^  we  are^ 
purchased,  were  so  many  lives  saved.     He 
would  admit  that  in  a  very  small  province 
and  for  a  short  time  only,  this  miglit  oc- 


casionally be  the  case:  but  supposing  it 
to  be  true  it  would'  go  to  continue  the 
slave  trade  in  all  times  coming,  and  pre« 
vent  any  measure  being  adopted  for  the 
improvement  of  our  fellow-creatures.    But 
so  far  is  this  from  being  the  case,  that  those 
who  are  brought  down  to  the  coast  from 
the  more  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and 
not  disposed  of  according  to  the  wishes  of 
the   sellers,  are  employed  in  labour,   in 
agriculture,   and   other  avocations,  till  a 
better  or  more  profitable  opportunity  of 
selling   them   occurs.     There  is  not,   in. 
deed,  a  more  industrious  class  of  people 
than  the  slaves  of  the  natives,  who  are  a 
sort  of  apprentices,  and  .whose  comfort, 
according  to  "^.U   accounts,   is  very  much 
stu(;lied.      Another   argument,    the   hon. 
gent,  said,  had  been  derived  from  Provi- 
dence, and  even  from  Scripture  itself.     He 
could  not   help  regarding  such  an  argu- 
ment as   in  the  highest  degree  profane ; 
and  those  who  offered  it,  he  was  persuaded, 
could  have  little  claim  to  religion.     He 
would  call  on  the  house  to  recollect  what 
impressions  had  been   formerly  made  on 
them— if  from  the  details  that  had   been 
formerly  laid  before  them  they  were  in. 
clined  to  believe  that  religion  had.  any  part 
in  preserving  or  encoqraging  the   system. 
But  the  greatest  tenderness  it  had  been 
said,  was  shewn   to  them,  particularly  in 
conducting  them  across  the  sea,  treating 
them  like  so  many  children,  like  so  many 
friends  whom  we  were  conducting  to  better 
lodgings  and  a  happier  mode  of  life.     He 
would  appeal,  however,  as  the  best  con- 
tradiction to  this  assertion,  to  the  numbers 
tliat  were   generally  crowded   on   board, 
with  less  accommodation  than  we  would 
afford  cattle;   and  to   the  numbers   that 
died  from  the  treatment  and  absolute  suf- 
focation to  which  they  were  exposed.     It 
was  worth  while  to  attend  to   the  state- 
ments of  the  opponents  of  the  abolition  of 
the  trade.     They  had  stated  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  negroes  in  their  passage,  was 
a  stronger  argument  in  their  favour  than 
any  other,  and  that  their  treatment  in  the 
West  Indies  was  not  less  favourable ;  that 
any  regulatioi^  would  injure  if  not  destroy 
the  trade  entirely.     It  had  been  stated  by 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Matthews,  that  restrict- 
ing the  quantity  to  two  to  a  tun,  would 
destroy  the  trade.    Another  had  said,  that 
perhaps  some  adventurers  might  try  what 
success  they  might  have   under  such  re- 
strictions, but  that  the  trade  would  inevita. 
bly  be  Josers,     Mft  Jones  Ixad  given  it  sa 
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his  opinion,  that  such  a  restrict ron  would 
dee ti-oy  tlie  trade,  and  transfer  it  to  France. 
But,th9se  gent,  have  been  mistaken  in 
their  estimates,  and  "instead  of  being  de- 
stroyed by  this  regulation,  the  trade  has 
become  more  productive  and  advantage- 
ous. The  agent  for  Jamaica,  had  out- 
run the  instructions  of  his  constituents, 
for  they  had  expressed  no  disinclination  to 
a  modification  of  the  system,  but  on  the 
contrary,  have  expressed  their  satisfac- 
tion in  the  partial  arrangement  that  took 
place.  If,  therefore,  these  advocates  of 
the  slave  trade  have  been  mistaken  in 
one  point,  may  we  not  fairly  conclude 
that  they  may  be  so  in  another,  and  that 
the  abolition  of  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
worse  consequences  than  its  modification, 
which  was  so  much  dreaded  ?  But  ano- 
ther argument  of  a  still  more  serious  aspect 
was  derived  from  the  idea  that  the  vessels 
employed  in  the  slave  trade,  were  a  nur- 
sery for  the  navy  and  marine  service.  It 
gave  him  much  pain  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  opposing  the  increase  of  our  naval 
power;  but  he  hoped  it  was  not  to  the 
slave  trade  tliatwe  owed  the  superiority  of 
our  naval  force.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
happy  to  find,  that  instead  of  being  a  be- 
nefit, our  seamen  were  worn  down  and  frit- 
tered away  by  this  trade.  Our  navy  cap- 
tains, he  was  assured,  when  they  looked 
into  any  of  the  slave  trade  vessels.  Could 
not  find  above  three  or  four  that  they 
could  take  on  board  their  vessels.  They 
were  so  liable  to  disease,  and  so  apt  to 
spread  contagion,  that  they  becjime  unfit 
for  the  navy.  In  one  year  to  whicli  the 
hon.  gent,  alluded,  not  less  than  5643  had 
perished  iu  that  iniquitous  trade,  in  ano-"^ 
ther  year,  however,  after  the  partial  regu- 
lations had  been  adopted,  instead  of  2643, 
not  more  than  325  had  perished  in  thai 
trade  to  the  West  Indies.  'Hie  document 
he  had  read,  and  from  which  he  derived 
his  information,  was  one  of  their  own  sent 
up  from  Liverpool  and  Bristol.  Another  ob 
jection  to  his  measure  was,  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  manufacture  of  this  coun- 
try, and  must  diminish  the  application  of 
our  capital.  He  was  assured,  however, 
that  the  capital  employed  in  this  way  was 
not  more  than  1  million  out  of  11,  and 
which  might  be  otherwise  applied.  Foreign 
nations,  -it  was  said,  would  take  it  up ; 
but  this  would  only  enable  us  more  easily 
to  apply  our  capital  and  industry  in  some 
other  way,  without  hardening  our  hearts 
in  cruelty,  or  staining  our  hands  with 
Vut.  lU 


blood.  The  general  law  of  naiure  seems 
to  be  the  increase  of  animal  life.  It  has 
l>een  found  that  men  have  increased  in 
every  country,  and  under  almost  every 
pressure  of  circumstances.  Why  then  have 
not  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies  increased, 
instead  of  requiring  an  animal  supply  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  ?  It  must  be  owing 
to  something  radically  wrong  iu  their  ma- 
nagement. In  America,  the  same  class  of 
people  had  increased  nearly  one-third  in  19 
or  20  years.  When  men  are  happy  and 
comfortable,  they  naturally  increase.  The 
Maroons  even,  notwithstanding  the  many 
calamities  and  the  distresses  and  disadvan- 
tageous wars  they  were  obliged  to  main- 
tain, increased  rapidly  in  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica, even  during  those  years  that  the 
slaves  so  rapidly  decreased. — The  system 
of  keeping  up  slaves,  it  is  lamentable  to 
consider,  has  never  engaged  any  share  of 
the  attention  of  those  most  interested  in 
this  business.  This  is  a  melancholy  fact; 
but  it  is  one  which  has  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  those  writers  who  have  most  care- 
fully examined  the  subject  of  slavery  both 
in  ancient  and  modern  times.  Under  a 
form  of  slavery  far  more  mitigated  than 
that  which  is  the  disgrace  of  this  country, 
the  system  of  encouraging  the  rearing  of 
slaves  was  never  practised,  and  Mr.  Hume 
had  very  justly  observed,  that  in  the  an- 
cient world,  where  domestic  slavery  was  so 
prevalent,  all  deficiencies  were  supplied 
by  importationt.  In  civilized  countries, 
articles  of  consumption  were  rather  pur- 
chased than  bred,  and  the  same  sort  of . 
policy  seemed  ta  be  that  which  the  West 
India  colonists  followed.  When  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade  was  under  the  most  seri- 
ous consideration  of  the  house,  and.  when 
the  gent,  chiefly  interested  in  it  were  exa^ 
mined,  it  appeared  that,  though  sufficiently 
well  acquainted  with  otherparticulars,  they 
had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  the  expediency 
of  keeping  up  the  stock  of  negroes,  inde- 
pendent of  importation.  The  result  of  this^ 
examination  was  also  to  shew,  that  the 
evils  attendant  on  the  miserable,  degraded 
state  of  the  negroes,  were  far  greater  than 
had  even  been  conceived.  It  was  found 
I  hat  all  the  vices  of  the  system  bad  accu- 
mulated,  and  that  the  number  of  negroes 
kept  up  had  been  constantly  on  the  de- 
crease. This  effect  was  traced  to  two 
^rand  causes.  The  first  of  these  was,  that 
he  negroes  in  our  West  India  settlements 
vere  not  sufficiently  fed,  and  in  this  re- 
spect the  treatment  of  the  slaves  in  the 
Ff 
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Anjejican  states  had  appeared  pecaliarly 
,  strikbg.  Tfie  fact  was,  tl^at  the  negroes 
in  Amerjca  received  full  three  tinges  a^ 
much  food  as  the  negroes  iu  our  islands. 
In  Jam'4itya,  the  allowance  to  runaway  ne- 

*^VQe^>  who,, performing  no  work,  necessa- 
rily s|;ood  in  need  of  less  fpod,  was  douhle 
ttiat  which  was  given  to  the  slaves  who  were 
Condeamed  to  the  severest  ioils.  Exces- 
sive lahour'in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
pf/ood  received,  was  another  cause  of  the 
decrease  of  the  negroes  in  our  "West  India 
settlements.  In  this  respect,  the  diOer- 
ence  in  America  consisted  in  this,  that  the 
slaves  were  employed  in  taskworks.  They 
had  thus  an  opport-uoity  of  employing  the 
time  beyond  what  was  required  for  labour, 
to  easp  and  recreation,  and  one  party  of 
slaves  had  frequently  the  means  of  divid- 
ing the  labours  of  another.  On  the  other 
hand,  tlie  slaves  in  our  West  India  islands, 
were  worn  away  by  constant  and  over- 
whelming fatigue ;  they  enjoyed  no  rest,  no 
alleviation  of  the  toil  to  which  they  and 
their  offspring  were  hopelessly  condemned. 
JfU  ^mencd,  the  number  of  negroes  was 
continually  on  the  increase,  while,  on  the 
ctlifr  hand,  the  decrease  in  our  islands  kept 
a  similar  proportion. — Another  of  the  vices 
attendant  on,  the  system  of  conduct  pur- 
sued to  the  negroes  was,  that  they  were 
subjected  to  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of 
persons  of  low  views,  of  ignorant  minds, 
and  unfeeling  hearts;  of  persons  who  had 
no  objects  in  vesting  tpeir  capital  in  this 
nefarious  trade  but  PiffS,  sordid  interest. 
'  With  persons  of  this,sdrt,  the  first  object 
was  to  extort  labour,  ai'vL^i^n  eflfecting  this 
object,  they  stopped  at  no  exercise  of  wan- 
ton and  barbarous  cruelty.  Under  the 
^  dominion  of  such  men,  the  whole  race  of 
negroes,  were  degraded  and  bowed  down  to 
the  dust.  Even  when  people  of  colour 
were  elevated  to  the  digpity  of  freemen, 
they  stiU  continued  in.  a  state  of  compara- 

•  live  degradation.  Could  there  then  be  a 
stronger  proof  of  the  miserable,  oppressed 
conditioa  of  the  negroes^  than  the  fact 
that  they  w^e  anxious  to  do  away  this  de- 
graded ^tate  at  the.  purchases  of  the  earn- 
ings and  sayings, of  their  wholq  lives.  In 
additio;^  to  the  causes  already  mentioned, 
there  n^igbt  he  producexl  other  proofs  from 
which  it  woulcj  not  be  atj  all  unreasonable 
to  expiect  au{iong  the  negroes  a.  very  cohsi- 
derabl'e^  m(w;t^ity.  \yhen  facts,  however, 
were  rqi'^rred  to,  tbU  mortality  was  i}f>i 
by  any  means^so  gfeat  as  might  have  beea 
fixpected. ,  In  J  arnica;  wher^  the  morta- 


lity among  the  negroes  has  always  been 
greatest^  it  will  be  foun^  that  taking  three, 
periods  as  a  cr^tei-ion  for  judgment,  the 
decrease  in  the  negro  population  falls  short 
of  what  might  have  been  anticipated.  It 
has  in  the  progress  of  the  last  6*0  years  been 
gradually  diminishing.  Their  averages 
might  be  ti\ken  within  the  last  6o,  the  last 
30,  and  the  last  10  years.  In  the  first 
period,  the  decrease  was  about  3  to  4  per 
cent,  on  the  whole  population.  In  the 
second  period,  it  was  from  3  to  8  per  cent, 
ctnd  within  the  last  10  years,  there  was  not 
more  than  three-fifths  of  a  decrease.  In 
Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  the  negroes  had 
nearly  kept  up  their  number,  and  in  Ja- 
maica, the  decrease  was  not  greater  than 
what  he  had  now  stated.  It  was  to  be  re- 
membered too,  when  he  stated  this,  that 
in  the  year  1780,  the  negroes  suffered 
dreadfully  by  the  tornado,  which  assailed 
the  island  that  year.  By  that  dreadful  vi- 
sitation, no  less  than  15,000  negroes  pe- 
rished, and,  in  fact,  when  this  was  taken 
into  view,  the  actual  diminution  by  ordi- 
nary causes  was  quite  inconsiderable.  Those 
who  advocated  the  abolition,  had  fre-% 
quently  been  accused  of  being  indifferent 
to  the  interests  of  West  India  proprietors. 
This  wa^  a  charge  which,  he  begged  leave 
to  say,  was  utterly  unfounded.  But  though 
the  friends  of  the  abplition  were  not  in- 
different to  these  interests,  they  had  higher 
calls  to  attend  to,  and  these  were  the  calls 
of  humanity  and  of  justice.  What  he  had 
now  stated,  however,  as  to  the  posaibility 
of  keeping  up  the  numbers  of  our  negroes 
in  the  West  India  islands,  sufficiently  proved 
tliat,  even  on  the  score  of  policy,  the  abo^ 
lition  of  the  trade  was  not  liable  to  the  ob- 
jections which  were  urged -against  it.  '  It 
was  satisfactory  to  find,  that  the  West  In- 
dia proprietors  would  sustain  no  material 
loss  by  the  immediate  abolition  of  this  in- 
human and  unchristian  traffic.  It  was  seen, 
that  even  under  all  the  existing  vices  of 
the  system,  the  decrease  of  negroes  was 
not  great ;  an<^  under  other  regulations 
which  might  be  adoptejl,  the  population  of 
the  negroes  might  be  fully  sustained.  A, 
French  writer,  Malou^t,  who  has  lately 
written  on  this  subject,  M  foveed  to  admits 
that,  after  tlie  revolu^iop,  the  decrease  it^ 
the  number  qf  negrpes  yv*a&  le^sthan  before 
that  eyent,^  This,  hje.  attributed  to  two 
causes.*  .The  ong  wa^,  that  the  pregnant 
wau^en  were  allowed  more  r^st,  and  the 
working  negroes  wer^  cpndemned  to  les^ 
sevc;re,  labodr.     Though  in  obedience  t^o 
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the  mandate  of  the  First  Consul,  he  argued 
for  the  re-establishment  of  slavery,  yet  he 
is  forced  to  admit  that,  from  the  two 
causes  just  stated,  the  condition  of  the 
negroes  was  materially  improved.  Did 
not  this  shew  that,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, and  by  the  adoption  of  the  system 
practised  in  America,  the  increase  of  the 
negroes  might  be  expected  to  be  as  rapid 
as  in  America.  In  that  part  of  the  world, 
the  negroes  were  io  the  same  degraded 
state  as  in  our  AVest  India  Islands.  The 
only  ditference  in  their  situation  was,  that 
they,  were  better  fed,  and  'compelled  to 
perform  a  more  moderate  share  of  labour. 
There  had  been  another  reason  urged  for 
the  continuance  of  the  trade,  which  he 
only  noticed  because  it  had  been  so  often 
and  so  seriously  urged  on  former  occa- 
sions. This  reason  was,  that  the  tradti 
was  carried  on  by  otlier  nations.  It  was 
hardly  possible  to  allude  to  this  objection 
in  terms  of  sufficiently  strong  indignation. 
There  was  no  species  of  infamous  or  wan- 
ton cruelty ;  there  was  no  sort  of  guilt  or 
villany  in  the  history,  of  nations  which 
could  not  be  justified  by  this  sort  of  ap- 
peal. It  could  not,  however,  be  seriously 
meant  to  lay  any  stress  on  an  argument 
founded  on  such  unjustifiable  and  false 
grounds.  Another  argument  against  the 
abolition  was,  that  the  feelings  of  the  West 
India  proprietors  ought  not  to  be  injured; 
that  they  ought  to  have  time  allowed  them 
fpr  fall  aud  fair  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  that  thqy  ought  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity afforded  them  of  filling  up  the  chasm 
which  might  exist  in  their  negro  establish- 
ment, and  to  provide  for  the  consequences 
necessarily  resulting  fpon^  the  abolition. 
To  expect  that  the  t^earty  concurrence  of 
the  West  India  proprietors  could  ever  be 
obtained  ;  to  suppose  that  they  should  ever 
cordially  enter  into  any  plan  for  putting  an 
end  to  n,  trade  from  which  they  conceived 
that  they  derived  so  many  advantages,  was 
altogether  impossible.  Every  additional 
year  gave  new  proof  of  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.  Instead  of  softening  and  relax- 
ing in  their  attachment  to  the  system,  they 
seemed  to  increase  in  their  support  of  it, 
and  hugged  it  qloser  and  closer  to  their 
bosoms.  It  was  with  a  view  of  consulting 
their  wishes,  and  complying  to  a  certain 
degree  with  their  feeliings,  that  in  1795  the 
pl^n  for  gradual  aibolition  was  .adopted, 
^nd  that  thp  year  1796  was  fixed  on  as  the 
period  when. the  nefarious  trafBc  should  in 
B,  great  measure  cease.    The  year   ISOO 


was  fixed  on  for  the  period  of  its  ultimate 
abohtion,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  im- 
portation of  negroes  wa^  to  be  subjected 
to    the   severest    restrictibns.       In    179^> 
unhappily,  no  abolition"  took  place.     On; 
the  contrary,  those  nibst  interebted  *in  its 
preservation  became  more  attached  to  it,' 
When   the  question   of  abolition  was  first' 
started,'  the   West   Irtdia   colonists   con- 
tended that  the  trade  was  wholly  carried  on 
in  British  capital.  When  they  found  that  this 
ground  was  not  tenable,  tliey  shifted  their  ar- 
gument, and  began  to  urge  that  they  had  a 
peculiar  in 
trade.  The 
and  privile^ 
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abolition  was  adopted.  Ther6  wa^'aii'OT 
ther  very  important  consideration  at  tl^4 
present  moment j  and  fliat  was  the  expe- 
diency of  vesting  Rrilish  capital  in  a  part 
of  the  dominions  of  the  empire  whiclS'waJ 
most  vulnerable,  .tnost  liable  to  tlie  exteN 
nal  attack  of  the  enemy,  a,nd  most  ^iulyect 
to  internal  convulsjion,' 'Before  l/*^2;  the 
amount  of  this  capital  so  vested  'was,  b^ 
mapy  intelligent '  persons,  reckoned  to6 
great :  but  how  much  greater  had  it  '^be'. 
come  since  that  period  f  At  tins  m'orii^nt^ 
the  profits  on  capital  vested  in  thfe'Wesk 
India  islands  was  qiaite  incoiisider^ble'l 
In  Jamaica  it  ,was  not  ,i3,bove  4  ce'iif.  and 
it  did  not  exceed  5  or  6  per  cent,  in  the 
other  islands.  The  number  of  exedutioni 
on  West  India  coloniat  property  wats  ttuly 
alarming.     In  Che  cburde'ofSO  yeats  these 
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executions  were  for  sums  to  the  amount 
of  not  less  than  3'2  millions  currency. 
Let  those  v^ho  speak  so  much  of  the  im- 
portance and  V4lue  of  West  India  pro- 
perty reflect  on  these  things,  and  perhaps 
they  may  see  reason  to  alter  their  opinion. 
But  there  was  another  consideration  which 
could  not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  h()U3e  :  tiiat  was,  that  the  conlinuance 
of  Che  trade  was  a  constant  and  alarming 
drawback  to  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try. As  far  back  as  the  American  war, 
the  colonial  assembly  cf  Jamaica  bad  re- 
presented to  govt,  the  necessity  of  having 
an  additional  number  of  troops  for  the 
protection  of  the  external  safety  as  well 
as  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  island. 
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it  the  ne- 
tish  troops 
es  of  ]L>ri- 

0  inhos[)i- 
the  graves 
ms.  These 
rotect  and 

had  be^n 
J  give  that 

1  of  fresh 
red  preca- 

would  be 

drains  of 

could  an- 

he  could 

pate ;    but 

lem  which 

Id  not  be 

ituation  of 

for  him  to 

5.     Was  it 

o  increase 

our  West 

nt  circuni* 

g  2  years, 

d   into  Ji- 

8,000,  and 

that  newly 

st  ready  to 

join   in   any^^plan   of  insurrection,      lie 

qould  only  ascribe  the  fresh  unportation  of 

peg'roes  at  this  time  to  that  infatuation 

which  was  productive  of  so  many  miseries 

in  the  details  of  human  conduct.     Was  it 

forgotten  that  St.  Domingo  was  almost  in 

siglit  of  Jamaica,    and    that  Gaudaloupe 

was  in  the  centre  of  our  Leeward  islands  ? 

The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  appeared 

to  be  called  for  by  every  consideration  of 

justice,  of  policy,  and  of  humanity.     The 

present  opportunity  was  ^ilie  most  favour- 


able that  could  present  itself.     If  it  was 
not   adopted,    such    another   opportunity 
might  not  speedily  be  found,     ll  had  been 
contended,  that  the  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion at  the  present  moment  was  ticklish, 
and  might,  in  the  West  Indies,  be  pro- 
ductive of  very  serious  consequences.     It 
was  a  proper  answer  to  this  objection  to 
state,  that  whatever  danger  might  be  sup- 
posed to  exist,  arose  not  from  the  ques- 
tion of   abolition,   but  of  emancipation. 
After  the  question  of  abolition  was  dis- 
posed of,  any  subseqvient  measures  must 
be  left  to  the  colonial  assemblies  them- 
selves, and  with  them  it  would  rest  how 
far  tlie  condition  of  the  negroes  was  ca- 
pable  of  greater   improvement.      It   was 
not  fuir  in  those  who  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion, to  confound  it  with  the  question  of 
emancipation,  with  which,  in  the  fii-st  in- 
stance, it  has  no   immediate  connexion. 
His  motives  might  be  misrepresented,  but  : 
he  should  not  suffer  this  misrepresentation 
to  deter  him  from  the  performance  of  a 
most  important  duty.     The  discussion  of 
the  subject  had  commenced  l6  years  ago, 
and  surely  sufficient  time  had  been  given 
to  consider  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings 
and  relatimis.     Biit  he  was  a  little  asto- 
nished   at    the  imputations    thrown    out 
against  the  friends  of  the  abolition.    They 
seemed   to  think  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica  had  no  means  of  knowing  what 
was  passing  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo, 
though  it  was  perfectly  well  known  that 
their  intercourse  with  that  island  was  fre- 
quent.    The  negroes  in  Jamaica  must  b^ 
perfectly  acquainted  with  what  had  taken 
place  in  St.  Domingo ;  and  if  they  had  no^ 
other   means   of    information,    the   West 
India  newspapers  left  tl^em  in  no  want  of 
seeking  information  in  Cobbett's  or  Wood- 
fall's   Parliamentary  Debates;   their   Ga- 
zettes were  not  at  all  delicate  in  stating, 
that    the    negroes   of  St.    Domingo   had 
shaken   off   the  yoke   under  which   they 
fornierly   groaned,    and   therefore   it  was 
quite  absurd   to  talk  of  his  speech   pro- 
duchig  any  consequences  which  would  not 
more  strongly  result  from  the  statements 
to  which  he  had  alluded.    He  allowed  that 
a  convulsion  in  our  West  India  islands 
was  very  much  to  be  dreaded.     He  had 
long  dreaded  and  anticipated' it.     He  had 
even  wondered  that  it  had  not  taken  place 
before  this  time.     Happen  when  it  might,  , 
it  certainly  would  happen,  if  means  were 
not  instantly  adopted  to  prevent  it.    Anp*. 
ther  argun^ent  used  against  the  abolition 
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was,  that  we  might  depend  on  the  good 
treatment  of  tlie  negroes  in  the  West  In- 
dies from  motives  of  interest,  and  oh  the 
middle  passage,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
gulations already  adopted .   Interest  was  the 
great  motive  by  which  mankind  were  guided, 
end  it  was  the  interest  of  the  masters  to 
treat  their  slaves  with  humanity.     In  talk- 
ing of  the  influence  of  interest,  however, 
the  nature  of  its  operation  was  always. to 
be  kept  in  view.     That  was  interest  oiily, 
which  was  direct  and    immediate,  which 
strongly  addressed  itself  to  the  passions  of 
men.      No   njan   could   seriously   believe 
that   many  of  the  enormities  which  dis- 
grace the  page  of  history,  arose  from  coii- 
sideratious  of  interest.     It  would  not  be 
pretended  that  the  most  detested  of  the 
Roman  emperors  entered  into  their  closet, 
and  coolly  devised  those  deeds  of  cruelty 
which    disgraced    their    reign,    with    any 
views  of  individual  interest.     The  faCt  is, 
that  the  enormities  of  which  they  were 
guilty  were  merely  the  result  of  passion, 
and  not  of  previous  calculation  founded 
on  ideas  of  interest.     So  it  was  with  re- 
spect to  cruelties  practised  on  the  negroes. 
Till  it  was  proved   to  him  satisfactorily 
that  the  masters  of  negroes  had  a  clear, 
close,  impressive  interest  in  their  preserva- 
tion, he  could  not  be  satisfied  with  mere 
general  pledges  of  their  kindness  and  hu- 
manity.    Let  the  abolition,  however,  once 
■take  place ;  let  it  be  established  that  there 
shall  be  no  other  mode  of  keeping  up  the 
number   of  uegroes  t^ut  by   encouraging 
their  increase  in  the  respective   islands, 
'  and  then  the  masters  must  feel  an  interest 
of  die  strongest  kind  to  encourage  their 
protection  and   support.     Nothing  short 
of  this  could  correct  the  evils  and  remove 
the  miseries  connected  with  the  system  as 
it  now  existed.     He  conjured  gent,  before 
they  came  to  a  vote,  to  consider  well  the 
dreadful  picture  of  sjavery  from  one  end 
to  the  other.     He  beseeched  them  to  con- 
template the  miseries  which  the  unfortu- 
nate African  was  doomed  to  endure  from 
the  time  that  be  was  first  torn  from  his 
native  woods,  to  the  establishment  of  his 
permanent  bondage  in  the  West  Indies. 
He  was  sure  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
feeling  mind  to  survey  the  picture  without 
indignation,  sympathy,  and  disgust.     He 
had  often  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the 
house  to  seal  the  condemnation  of  this 
nefarious  system,  and  now,  for  the  last 
time,  perhaps,  he  pressed  this  subjeet  on 
thtfir  attention.    Since  last  he  bad  brought 


the  matter  before  the  house,  there  had 
been  a  new  parliament,  and  many  new 
members  might  be  among  those  whom  he 
now  addressed.  There  might  also  be  pre- 
sent several  of  the  miembers  for  another 
part  of  the  united  kingdom.  It  had  been 
said,  that  n6  venomous  reptile  ever  found  ' 
its ,  way  into  Ireland,  and  hitherto  that 
country  had  never  been  tainted  by  any 
connection  with  the  prosecution  of  the 
slave  trade.  The  Irish  were  a  brave,  a 
generous,  a  benevolent  people.  He  wished 
to  call  on  their  representatives  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  to  deliver  their  opinions  on 
the  subject,  and  he  was  confident  that 
they  would  not  support  a  system  which 
was  the  disgrace  of  this  cpuntry.  Let 
them  now  come  forward  boldly,  wi^h  th^ 
declaration  of  their  feelings,  and  assist  ia 
removing  a  stain  which  all  good  men  bad 
so  long  and  so  earnestly  deplored.  Hav* 
ing  gone  through  all  the  general  argu- 
ments, the  hon.  member'  concluded  with 
a  few  words  connected  with  his  Qwn  con* 
duct  in  bringing  forward  the  business.  If, 
on  the  one  hand,  he  was  accused  of  perti- 
nacious obstinacy,  or  on  the  other  of 
lukewarmness  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  he  had  only  to  declare,  that  on 
every  occasion  he  had  been  actuated  by 
the  most  scrupulous  desire  of  seizing  on 
that  moment  which  seemed  to  him  most 
favourable  for  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. If  he  had  delayed  the  motion  which 
he  should  now  submit  to  the  house,  it  had 
been  from  a  firm  belief,  that  on  fonner 
occasions  it  could  not  have  been  urged 
with  equal  propriety  or  probability  of 
success.  The  cause  which  he  had  under- 
taken he  should  never  desert,  as  long  as 
he  had  a  head  ^  to  understand,  a  heart*  to 
feel^  or  a  tongue  to  deliver  his  opinions. 
He  reckoned  it  one  of  the  greatest  ho- 
nours oi  his  life,  that  he  had  been  ho- 
noured with  the  original  agitation  of  this 
most  interesting  question.  It  had  been 
his  good  fortune,  in  the  course  of  all  tlie 
long  discussions  on  it  on  former  occasions, 
to  meet  with  the  support  (with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, of  all  that  is  good  and  great,  in 
the  various  characters  of  whom  the  house 
is  composed ;  to  have  enlisted  on  his  side 
whatever  was  esUmable  in  talent,  in  hu- 
manity, ai^d  in  virtue.  This  ^uppott  i^ 
reckoned  not  only  as  the  best  testimony 
in  defence  of  the  cause  which  he  had  un« 
dertaken,  but  also  as  an  honour  to  liim- 
self,  who  had  been  the  iustrumeixt  of  its 
engaging  so  much  of  the  cousideratioa  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4591 


PARL.  DEBATES,'  Mat  30,  1804-.— S/cwe  trade. 


[460 


Parliament.  He  drd  not  wish  to  trespass 
farther  on  the  attention  of  the  house,  and 
flftiouid  therefore  set  down  with  moving  for 
l^itve  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade  within  a  time  to  be 
limited.  For  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  titoe  of  the  abolition,  he  was  prepared 
to  expect ;  bat  he  called  on  all  who  were 
friends  to  the  abolition,  to  vote  with  him 
on  the  present  occasion,  a6  ample  oppor^ 
tunities  of  explanation  would  be  afforded 
ia  the  committee  on  the  bill,  if  it  was  suf- 
fered to  be  introduced.— The  hon,  member 
l3ben  moved,  "  that  the  house  do  resolve 
ittto  a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  for  the 
lAbolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  within  a 
time  to  be  limited.'* — ^The  motion  being  put 
b^ta  the  chair, 

! -Mr*  Fuller  contended,  that  the  -  situa- 
tion 6f  the  negroes  in  the  West  India  co- 
lonies was  equal,  nay,  superior  to  the 
condition  of  the'  labouring  poor  of  this 
eountiyi^  They  were  better  fed  and  more 
coimfoTtably  aocommodated.  He  main- 
tainted  that  their  labour  was  not  nearly  so 
severe.  vTbe  best  of  the  negroes  did  not 
m  general'  perforin  hilf  as  much  labour 
mB  eveh  the  imost' indiflferetit  of  our  la- 
bourers* Jt  was  not,  he  argued,  true  that 
the  oegroes  felt  thonwelves  miserable  un- 
der* English  liiasters.  The  viery  reverse 
wiw  tfe  ^ase^  for  they  felt  themselves 
hatppy  undef  an'  English  master  and  an 
English 'govt.  He  bad  letters  in  his  pocket 
which  >  aBsurl?d  bim  of  the  kct,  and  he 
Inew  it  from  his  owti  experience.  The 
way  of  punishing  negroes  for  offences  was 
'  %o  threaten  them  with  tratnsportation  to 
their  own  country,  and  a  return  to  the 
govt,  of  their  native  tyrants.  He  had 
made  trial  of  this  mode  of  pfamshment, 
and  he  had  found  it  effectual.  The  same 
opinion  bad  been  supported  by  a  member 
of  the  (Tolonial '  assembly  of  Jamaica,  a 
«ian  of  the  •  highest  worth,  and  the  most 
distinguished  humanity.  The  tyranny  of 
the  native  priBcet-  of  Africa  was  so  dis- 
gusting, that  it  must  have  inspired  horror. 
In  the  history  of  that  country  he  had  riead 
of  almost  incredible  instances^  of  cruelty. 
Tljeir  palaces  were  not  unfrequently  Co- 
vered with  the  skulls  of-  tlieir  mufdiered 
•ubjects,  and  in  their  court-yards  piles  of 
bones  were  deposited  to  inspire  the  mi- 
serable followers  with  a  due  portion  of 
awe.  It  was  true,  as  had  been  described, 
that  all  law  wsts  set  aside,  and  that  for 
witGhcrafty  and  other  accusations  equally 


ridiculous,  thousands  of  victims  were  ba- 
nished their  country.     When  thfe  negroes 
got  to  the  West  Indies,  they  were  hot  di- 
vested of  these  foolish  notions.    On' his' 
own  estate  he  had  been  obliged  to  hang  a 
negro  for  having  killed  4  others  on  an  im- 
putation of  witchcraft.     A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  capacity  of  the  ne- 
groes.    He  had  never  heard  the  Africans 
deny  their  mental  inferiority.     They  had 
never  hesitated   to  confess  to  'him,   that 
theycould  not  vie  with  Europeans  in  ta- 
lent Or  knowledge.     In  mattt^rs  of  inge- 
nuity or  Calculation,  they  were  no  match 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the.  other  quarters 
of  the   world..     It   had  been   contended, 
that' no  attempt  had  been  made  to  keep 
up  the  stock  of  the  negroes.     This  was ' 
not  a  fair  statement.     The  attempt  had 
been  made  by  many  respectable  indivi- 
duals,^  but  without  adequate  success.     A 
very  worthy  friend  of  his  in  Jamaica,  and 
one  who  yielded  to  no  man  in  humanity, 
had   careftflly   directed   his    attention   to 
this  olgect.     He  himself  had  followed  the 
same  course ;  but  owing  to  the  impost - 
bility  of  procuring  a  sufficient  number  of 
female  negroes,  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
np  the  stock  Without  fresh  importations. 
He  did  not  deny'' that  the  immediate  abo- 
lition ol  the  slave  trade  ,was  a  gre^  ob- 
ject, if  practicable;  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  hira  practicable  ih  the  present  state  of 
the  West  Indies.     Even  if  we  were  to  give 
up  the  importati«if,  negroes  would  con- 
tinue  to   bfe   imported.     He   bad  heard, 
indeed,    within   the   laist  few   days,    that 
Dessalmes   had   determined   to   take    up 
shipping,  to  bring  fresh  cargoes  of  negroes 
to  St.  Domingo.  *  Of  the  hardship  which 
the  negroes  suffered,  he  really  knew  no- 
thing.    They  had,  on  the  contrary,  consi- 
derable means  of  comfort.    They  had  it 
in  their  own   power  to  save  money ;  but 
this   money  tiiey  preferred    spending  in 
wake^   and  other    meetings,    whei'e   they 
enjoyed  themselves  according  to  their  own 
peculiar  customs.    The  Maroon  war  had 
been  alluded,  to,  and  the  situation  of  the 
heQ  negroes  had  been  described  in  very 
favourable  colours.     He  begged  here  to 
state,  that  hi  that  war  only  S  or  10  indi- 
viduals joined  the  Maroons.     Tliose  ne- 
groes  \Vho  Were  represented   a^   so  op- 
pressed, preferred  staying  with  their  mas- 
ters, to  engage  in  this  contest.     He  ad- 
mitted that  the  slave  trade  was  not  moral 
in  its  nature  or  origin,   but  he  thought 
that  it  arose  out  of  the  peculiar  circom- 
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stances  of  Africa.     We  had  heard  of  the 
history  of  that  country  for  600  years,  but 
we  saw  no  rays  of  improvement  or  civiliz- 
ation.    If   the   inhabitants  had  been  ca- 
pable  of  civilization,   they   di^ld   easily 
have  been  able   to  drive  off  theih'  coasts 
a  few  African  slave  ships,  and ' thd§ '  have 
prevented    the  original   establishment   of 
the  trade.     Something  in  the  internal  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  must  then  have 
favoured  the  establishment  of  the  system, 
and  it  had   from  tliese  causes  gradually 
obtained  a  footing.     He  asked  the  house, 
by  way   of  illustrating  the  argument,  to 
reflect-  on   the  nieans   by  which  we  had 
acquired    our    Eastern   empire.      In   the 
first  instance,  we  only  asked  a  little  cor- 
ner for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  our 
trade.     We  had  gradually  usurped  the  do- 
minions of  the  natives,  had  made  a  con- 
quest of  their  country,  and  had  become 
that  great  people  which  now  enabled  us 
to  hold  up  our  heads  against  all  the  mis- 
chief   and   ambition   by   which   we   were 
threatened  by  France.     It   was  plain  to 
all  those  who  studied  the  history  of  man- 
kind, that  people  always  got  on  by  de- 
grees in  prosecuting  their  favourite  schemes. 
They  began  with  a  little,  and  soon  got  on 
to  something  more  substantial  and  perma. 
nent.     So  it  was  with  tiie  slave  trade.     It 
would    have   been  a  good  thing  if  it  had 
been  checked  before  it  got  to  its  present 
head ;  but  as  it  had  gone  on  so  far  with- 
out correction,   he   did    not   see   that   it 
could   be  now  abolished.     If  it  could  be 
rendered  more  palatable,  if  rules  for  di- 
minishing its  severity  could  be  adopted, 
he  should  be  happy  to  give  them  his  cor- 
dial support ;  but  he   did  not  think  the 
hon<  gent.'s  object  practicable  ;  he  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  mction. 

Mr.  Barhoffi  wished  to  detain  the  house 
only  a-  few  moments,  while  he  started '  the 
grounds  of  the  vote  which  he  meant  now 
to  give  in  support  of  the  motion.  He 
had  on  former  occasions  voted  against  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  gent,  and  the 
chief  ground  of  his  objection  then  was, 
that  he  was  not  satisfied  as  to  the 
practicability  of  the  plan  of  abolition." 
On  the  present  occasion,  as  formerly,  a 
good  deal  had  been  said  of  the  cruelties 
to  wliich  the  negroes  were  subjected.  He 
did  not  dispute  that  these  representations 
were  made  with  a  complete  conviction  ol 
their  truth.  He  felt  it  his  duty  then  to 
tuff  that  he  believed,  or,  more  properly 


speaking,  he  knew  that  they  were  in   a 
great  measnre   unfoumled,  or  materially 
exaggerated.     Instances  of  individual  cru- 
elty could  not  be  denied.     His  own  opi- 
nion was,  howrever,  that  the  negroes  were 
generally  treated  by   theit"  masters   with 
kindness    and   humanity.      In    many    re- 
spects   their  situation   appeared   to  him 
materially  superior  to  that  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community  in  this  country. 
He  did  not  wonder,  indeed,  at  the  credit 
which  the  statements  of  the  cruelties  J)fac- 
tised  on  the   negroes  obtained.     It  was 
natural  to  suppose  that  power,  ysrhen  totally 
uncontrolled,  should  be  abused  ;  and  unless 
in  the  present  case  such  a  control  existed; 
such   cruelties   might   have   been    perpe- 
trated. .  But  in  the  case  of  the  masters  of 
the  negroes,  interest  operated  as  the  most 
powerful    inducement    to   humanity.      It 
was  impossible  to  conceive  how  masters 
generally    could  be  guilty  of  inhumanity 
to  their  negroes ;  and  the  best  proof  that 
they  felt  no  revenge  or  resentment,  was 
their  spilling  their  blood  in  the  defence  of 
the  life  or  the  property  of  their  master. 
These  observations  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  previous  to  his  stating  the  gi-ounds 
of  his  intended  support  of  the  motion. 
He  had  objected  to  the  abolition  of  the 
trade  formerly,  because  it  struck  him  tbat 
it  would  have  been  immediately  followed, 
by  a  contraband  trade,  to  which  the  con- 
trol  of  parliament  did   not   apply.     By 
countenancing  the  abolition  formerly,  he^ 
was  afraid  of  this  sort  of  uncontrolled 
traffic,  ins^jead  of  that  regular,  modiftied, 
and  controlled   trade,    which   it  was   the 
object  of  the  house,  to  establish  previous 
to   its  final   abolition.     As  a  proof  that 
this  sort  of  apprehension  was  not  at  all 
imaginary,   he  had  very  good  reason  to 
believe,  that  at  the  time  the  abolition  was 
formerly  expected,  arrangements  were  ac- 
tually preparing  for  canying  on  the  trade 
under   foreign  flags.     Conceiving  that  the 
plan  of  immediate  abolition  was  imprac- 
ticable, his  object  had  been  every  year  to 
clog   and   fetter  the  trade,  without  pro- 
ducing in  its  Yopm   a  contraband  trade. 
His  aim  was,  by  every  possible  means  to 
curtail  the  importation  of  negroes,  to  dis- 
courage the  working  of  uncultivated  lands, 
and   tb   offer  some  compensation  to  the 
masters,  with  the  view  of  effecting  this 
most  desirable   object.     It  was  his  wish 
also,   to   have  seen,  exerf  other  means 
adopted  fdr  increasing  the  number  of  ne- 
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groes  bora  ia  the  several  colonics,  to  have 
seen  the  character  and  .feelings  of  slavery 
aft  much  as  possible  softened  and  im- 
proved. It  was  an  observation  of  Mr. 
^  Burke,  whose  loss  all  of  them  deplored, 
that  slavery 'could  never  be  abolished  on 
the  African  coast,  but  must  be  first  abo- 
lished in  the  West  Indies.  He  had  seen  a 
paper  drawn  up  on  the  subject  by  that 
great  man,  and  that  was  the  sentiment 
which  it  contained.  Opposing  the  aboli 
tion  of  the  trade  formerly,  he  would  not 
Oppose  it  now,  because  he  saw  no  reason 
to  dread  the  establishment  of  the  contra- 
band trade  now,  6f  which  he  was  formerly 
so  apprehensive.  At  this  time  the  colo- 
nists were  Tess  disposed  to  enter  on*  such  a 
trade.  Their  profits  were  not  one-third 
of  what  they  used  to  be,  and  their  temp- 
tations to  speculation  were  consequently 
curtailed.  There  would  besides  be  less 
inducement  to  wish  the  importation  of 
fresh  negroes,  when  that  importation  was 
at  the  best  only  tolerated.  On  this  ground 
he  should  support  the  motion  for  going 
into  the  committee.  What  the  resolu- 
tions which  the  hon.  gent,  meant  to  intro- 
duce were,  he  knew  not;  ^ut  he  hoped 
they  would  be  of  a  wise  and  conciliatory 
description.  With  the  .colonial  pro- 
prietors every  thing  could  be  done  better 
by  conciliation  than  by  force.  As  to  the 
objection  derived .  from  the  prospect  of 
emancipation,  it  did  not  seem  to  have 
such  weight  as  should  induce  any  gent,  to 
oppose  tlie  motion:  that,  was  a  matter  of 
ulterior  regulation,  and  ought  not  to  affect 
the  present  question. 

Mr.  William  Smith  compUmented  the  li- 
berality and  sense  of  justice  manifested  by 
the  hon,  member  who  had  just  spoken,  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  delivered  would  not  fail  of 
producing  that  impression  upon  the  house 
to  which  they  were  entitled,  as  they  evi- 
dently proceeded  from  a  just  and  benevo* 
lent  policy — a  policy  which,  he  had  no 
doubt,  actuated  many  other  West  India 
mercljants.  With  respect  to  their  inte- 
rests, therefore,  he  meant  to  say  very  lit- 
tle. They  who  understood  their  interests 
best,  were  forward  to  coincide  in  the  mo- 
tion before  the  house ;  a  motion  which  he 
could  not  help  saying  that  he  w^is  sur- 
prised to  see  the  house  now  engaged  in 
debating.  What,  that  after  having  12 
years  since  resolved  iu  the  most  solemn 
manner  that  this  nefarious  trade  should 
ha  abolished— 'ivfter  the  ^h^ost  u^i^wimous 


sentiment  of  parliament^  and,  the  eountr^r 
had  so  long  since  declared  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  sufierepl  to  exist,  the  bouse 
should  at  this  day  be  called  upon  to  deli- 
berate upon  the  propriety  of  putting  an 
end  to  it.  Although,  as  to  the.  nature  of 
the  slave  trade,  no  difference  of  opinion 
ever  appeared  to  prevail  at  any  time  it 
came  under  discussion,  it  was  extraordi. 
uary  indeed  to  find,  that  a  tier  a  lapse  of 
12  years,  not  one  step  had  been  taken  to- 
wards the  execution  of,  an  object  so  uni- 
versally admitted  to  be  desirable ;  and  it 
was  still  more  extraordinarj',  that  the  few 
remaining  advocates  of  this  tralfic  should 
seem  to  insist  that  the  onus  probandi  of 
shewing  the  impolicy  and  iniquity  of  its 
continuance,  lay  with  its  adversaries :  but 
even  admitting  that,  he  would  ask,  could 
any  thing  be  easier  than  to  shew  that  it  was  a 
business  of  such  a  nature,  as  ought  not  to  be 
for  one  moment  endured  ?  Could  any  pro- 
position be  more  simple  than  this,  that  the 
practice  of  buying  and  selling  men  and  their 
posterity  to  slavery,  was  inconsistent  with 
the  character  of  an  enlightened  and  Chris- 
tian country  ?  .The  proposition  was  such, 
that  to  state»  it  was  enough  to  insure  the 
assent  of  all  men  who  thought  or  felt 
justly.  It  was  such,  in  fact,  as  was  sup- 
ported, independently  of  humanity,  by  vo- 
lumes of  evidence,  as  to  its  injurious  ten- 
dency in  a  political  view,  and  such  as 
could  not  be  opposed  by  one  reason  of 
the  least  force ;  unless,  according  to  the 
vulgar  remark,  that  possession  constituted 
nine  points  of  the  law,  he  could  not  tell 
upon  what  ground  this  trade  could  be  al- 
lowed to  stand.  An  hon.  gent.  (Mr,  Ful- 
ler) had  obsej-ved  truly,  that  this  trade 
ought  to  have  been  prevented  in  the  first 
instance ;  but  that  as  it  had  got  a  footing, 
he  did  not  know  that  it  ought  now  to  be 
abolished .^  That  surely,  however,  was  z, 
strange  argument,  that  because  ijijusticc 
had  l*en  permitted  heretofore,  we  should 
not,  as  soon  as  we  perceived  it,  put  aq 
end  to  its  existence,  >nd  particularly 
where  it  Was  an  injustice  of  such  a  nature, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  in  existence,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  there  could 
not  be  found  a  man  who  would  venture  tq 
propose  its  establishment,  Why  then 
should  it  be  held  th^t,  ^c«^use  such  d, 
trade  had  continued  so  long,  that  there* 
fore  it  should  be  sobered  to  continue  stiU 
longer  ?  If  it  should  be  said,  in  opposUion 
to  the  proposal  for  the  immediate  aboli-r 
tioq  gf  this  tr^de,  that  t{ie  West  India 
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planters  would  be  liuble  to  much  injury, 
arising  from  the  scarcity  of  supply,  he 
would  luaiutaiu,  that  such  an  objection 
could  not  be  attended  to ;  fur  those  gent. 
bad  received  sutficient  warning  of  the  in- 
tentions of  piirliament.  It  was  incumbent 
upon  them  to  consider  the  nature  of  evi- 
dence laid  before  that  house  and  the  coun- 
try, and  to  provide  against  an  event 
which,  from  the  resolution  of  parliament, 
they  had  every  reason  to  look  for.  He 
did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  such  pro- 
vision should  arise  from  any  increase  of 
rapacity  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  from 
a  change  of  system  in  the  management  of 
the  slaves  in  the  West  Indian  islands; 
for  there  was  no  principle  more  palpable 
than  this,  that  the  West  India  merchants, 
if  they  complained  of  any  injustice  done 
them  by  parliament,  should  not  attempt 
to  seek  redress  among  the  unhappy  Afri- 
cans ;  those  upon  whom  such  evils  were 
inflicted  by  this  odious  trafific,  that  the 
conduct  of  it  in  that  case  alone  was  suQi- 
cient  ground  to  rest  fan  argument  for  its 
total  and  immediate/ abolition.  Without 
referring  to  the  tfefUment  of  the  slaves  on 
their  passage,  and  in  the  West  India' 
islands,  or  to  those  regulations  which  had 
been  enacted  from  time  to  time  relative  to 
their  passage,  which,  by  the  bye,  he  un- 
derstood were  generally  evaded,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  proceedings  in  Africa 
were  alone  quite  enough  to  satisfy  any 
good  man  that  it  was  impossible  to  justify 
resistance  to  an  immediate  abolition. 
When  he  considered  the  voyage,  the  trans- 
portation of  the  poor  negroes,  and  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  such  a 
transaction,  all  the  evils  which  were  in- 
separable from  its  nature,  he  could  not 
think  it  necessary  to  adduce  any  evidence 
to  prove  the  miseries  which  must  co-exist 
with  this  trade  ;  but  yet  evidence  had  been 
laid  before  the  house  on  a  former  occasion, 
which  went  amply  to  detail  those  mise- 
ries; evidence  which  could  not  leave  a 
doubt  of  the  aggravated  criminality  of 
allowing  the  trade  to  continue ;  if  even 
that  part  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
opponents  of  the  slave  trade  were  not  re. 
sorted  to,  in  order  to  urge  the  house  to 
assent  to  the  motion  now  in  discussion,  he 
contended,  that  the  testimony  of  its  od- 
vocates  afforded  abundant  matter  to  sus- 
tain the  call  for  abolition;  for  although 
the  latter  was  presented  with  a  view  to 
controvert  the  former,  although  truth  and 
justice  wasf  attempted  to  be  ioikd  by  a 
Vol.  II, 


vast  deal  of  sophistry  and  falsehood,  he 
would  venture  to  assert,  that  the  object  of 
this  opposition  failed  so  egregiously,  that 
there  was  no  one  point  which  the  friends 
of  tlie  slave  trade  wislied  to  establish, 
that  was  not  denied  and  disproved  by 
some  part  of  the  testimony  of  their  own 
witnesses,  several  of  whom  contradicted 
the  others,  and  in  some  instances  one 
witness  contradicted  himself.  In  taking 
notice  of  these  contradictions  and  absur* 
dities,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  any 
prevarication  was  intended,  but  merely 
to  observe  by  what  means  truth  will  find 
its  way,  and  justice  triumph,  in  spite  of 
oppcJsition  or  artifice.  The  hon.  gent, 
mentioned  several  of  those  absurdities, 
among  others,  that  one  witness  stated, 
that  a  monarch  or  master  who  could  sell, 
transport,  or  murder  his  slave,  could  not 
urge  him  to  work ;  another  witness  stated, 
that  negroes  will  readily  cultivate  com, 
but  very  unwillingly  cotton,  although  the 
labour  necessary  to  the  latter  is  much 
less  than  that  at  the  former ;  another,  that 
although  the  negroes  will  not  be  contented 
to  work  at  home,  they  are  yet  very  will- 
ing to  go  to  the  West  Indies,  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  purpose  for  which  they 
are  to  go  i  those  statements,  the  hon. 
gent,  said,  he  met  with  in  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  a 
committee  of  that  house :  but  the  most 
curious  circumstance  of  all  which  he  found 
in  those  depositions,  was  this,  that  al- 
though the  negroes  feel  it  to  be  a  shame 
and  punishment  to  be  transported  to  the 
West  Indies,  they  yet  had  no  fear  to  go 
there.  He  found  also,  that  which  was 
certainly  a  phenomenon  in  the  moral 
world,  that  although,  as  those  witnesses 
deposed,  there  was  no  sense  of  morality 
among  the  Africans,  and  that  convictions 
were  so  profitable  to  accusers,  the  accused 
becoming  their  slaves,  the  trials  were, 
notwithstanding,  quite  fair,  and  a  false 
accusation  never  sucx:eeded.  Those  mon- 
strous absurdities  the  hon.  gent,  quoted 
from  the  evidence  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house,  in  order  to  shew  the  expedients 
resorted  to  to  palliate  the  iniquity  of  the 
slave  trade.  If  the  witnesses  who  alleged 
such  th^gs  as  he  had  mentioned,  asked 
him  to  believe  them,  he  would  tell  them 
he  would  go  as  far  as  he  could  to  give 
them  credit  for  believing  themselves  what 
they  stated.  He  would,  however,  be  more 
ready  to  give  them  credit  if  they  wer# 
mere  Epeculativje  politicians^  if  tbey  bad 
Gg 
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no  interest  in  view ;  but  he  reflected,  that 
tn  believing  their  absurdities  he  was  liable 
to  be  *led  to  the  sanction  of  a  system  of 
crime;  for  such  persons  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  mere  belief  of  their  as- 
severations, they  would  require  of  the 
bouse  to  go  forward,  until  they  should 
stain  their  hands  in  blood.  His  heart  re- 
volted at  such  an  object,  and  he  trusted 
that  parliament  would  indignantly  spurn 
at  it.  If  it  were  said  that  the  negroes 
were  subject  -  to  transportation  for  the 
most  trivial  offence, .nay,  that  some  were 
bred  for  slavery,  he  would  ask,  supposing 
the  information  true,  whether  it  was  con- 
sisteht  with  the  civiHzed  character  of  this 
country  to  sanction  such  a  system  ?  There 
could  be  only  one  answer  given.  As  to 
the  assertion,  that  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  native  princes  of  Africa  to  bell  their 
prisoners,  of  war  to  slavery,  and  if  the 
persons  on  the  coast  did  not  humanely 
,purcbase  them  for  our  merchants,  those 
prisoners  would  be  murdered,  he  consi- 
5iered  it  an  idle  talc.  And  here  he  could 
not  overlook,  that  although  it  was  stated 
that  witchcraft  was  a  fruitful  source  of 
slavery  in  Africa,  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  of  those  humane  merchants,  or  their 
humane  agents,  ever  made  any  attempt  to 
remove  that  delusion.  The  greater  part  of 
the  slaves  sold,  However,  were  brought  to 
the  coast  from  districts  in  the  inferior, 
of  which  the  slave  dealers  know  nothing. 
Those,  \yhich  he  understood  to  amount  to 
no  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  nmn- 
ber  of  the  regulai:  purchase,  were  con- 
demned to  this  fate  for  causes  to  which 
the  agents  of  the  traffic  are  strangers,  and 
they  never  take  any  pains  to  remove  their 
ignorance.  On  the  contrary^  they  say, 
that  '*  no  one  would  ask  any  questions  on 
the  subject  but  a  fool;  that  such  inquiry 
would  spoil  trade."  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage employed  to  excuse  such  immoral 
indifference  ;  such  insensibility  to  the  fate 
of  men,  in  all  probability  capriciously 
consigned  to  exile  from  their  family  and 
home*  Such  participation  in.  the  inflic- 
tion of  a  severe  punishment,  without  any 
previous  inquiry  as  to  the  cause,  without 
taking  the  least  trouble  to  ascertain  whe- 
tlier  any  guilt  attached  to  the  p|irty  pu- 
nished. To  guard  against  the  repetition 
of  this  and  all  the  other  enormities,  par- 
ticulariy  kidnapping,  which  were  insepa- 
rably  counectedi  with  the  slave  trade,  he 
called  on  the  house  to  adopt  the  motion, 
Mud  to  follow  up  the  purpo^  jgf  his  hoD« 


friend.     Kidnapping,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  imagined  more  strongly  marked 
with  cruelty,  he  observed,  bad,  according 
to  the  contiession  of  tlie  evidence  already 
referred  to,  frequently  happened,  indeed 
without  hesitation,  occasionally  resorted^ 
to.     As  Christians,  as  men,  and  as  Bri-i 
tons,  he  called  ou  the  house  to.  interpose 
and   give  its  zealous  concurrence  to    an 
object  that  involved   the  interest  of  so 
many  thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures  ; 
I  of  those  who  possessed  a  common  nature 
with  us,  and  were,  it  could  hot  be  denied, 
intitled  to    the  rights   of  humanity;  yet 
towards^  them  what  was  the  conduct  of 
this  trade  ?    Why  to  treat  them  like  beasts 
of  burden,  to  put  them  out  of  the  pretec* 
tion  of  the  law,  for  it  was  quite  absui^^ 
whatever  might  be  said,  on  the  aubject,  to 
suppose^  that  any  law  could  protect  a  slave 
against  his  master.     It  was  quite  imprac-* 
ticable,  particularly  considering  the  power 
which  the  master  had  in  the  West  Indies^ 
and  the  mode  of  adminbtering  the  lawd» 
The  slave  was  not,  in  fact,  an  accountable 
being.     He  could  have.no  property  in  any 
thing,   who  had  no  prc^erty  in  himself. 
He  had   no  instructor  to  let  him  know 
what  the  law  was.     He  knew  not  how  t» 
'Obtain  redress  when  aggrieved.     He  could 
not  be  bound  by  any  law.    To  his  master 
he  might  be  bound  by  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion, and  it  was  happy  where  he  was ;  but 
there  could  be  no  tie  oi  duty  upon  him^ 
for  there  was  an  incurable  defect  in  the 
title  that  held  him.     There  was  a  right 
inherent  in  tlie  slave  to  abstract-himself 
from  such  a  title,  while  it  was  the  master^ 
interest  to  make  him  work  and  insure  his- 
servitude.     Those   two  inclinations   %vere 
at  variance.     There  was  no  relation  be- 
tween thQ  two,  to  regulate  which  the  laws 
of  morality  could  apply.     To  attempt  to 
legislate  for  them  would  be  absurd.    Upon 
the  whole,  the  hon.   member  conceived 
that  he  had  stated  sufficient  reasons  to  jus* 
tify  the  vote  which  he  meant  to  give  m 
favour  of  the  motion;  a  motion  which  he 
flattered   himself  would  meet  an  unani-*  ' 
mous  support;  and  he  hoped  that  eveiy 
West  India  planter  would  evince  the  same 
readiness  as  the  hon.  gient  to  whom  hek 
alluded  at  the  commencement  of  his  obf* 
servations*  to   abolish  the  nefarious  and 
universally  execrated  traffic  which  formed 
the  subject  of  debate.     .        . 

General  Tarletm  said,  that  although  h» 

must  consider  himself  as  one  of  those  per- 

.fions  pvosoribed  Joy  th^  hon.  mover,   I19 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


469] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  30^  1804.— 54n?e  trade^ 


f47a 


could  not  help  expressing  his  disapproba- 
tiou  of  this  motion.  At  the  same  time  he 
begged  to  observe,  that  the  hou.  gent/s 
mode  of  proscription  upon  this  question 
was  as  arbitrary  as  any  that  was  ever  re- 
sorted to  by  Sylla,.  or  any  other  dictator. 
The  hon,  gent,  had,  he  admitted,  intro- 
duced much  new  matter  into  his  speech,  « 
thing  the  more  to  be  wondered  at  upon  a 
subject  so  often  and  so  ably  discussed. 
To  the  principles  upon  which  the  hon. 
gent,  rested  his  arguments  he  could  not 
hesitate  to  subscribe.  His  grounds  were 
religion  and  morality ;  but  he  had  pushed 
those  principles  to  an  extreme.  Kvils 
were  to  be  met  with  in  every  direction ; 
war  was  an  evil  of  the  greatest  kind,  and 
yet  we  were  obliged  to  endure  it.  Many 
things  were  tolerated  which  could  not  be 
justitied  on  strict  principle.  Though  war 
was  an  evil,  we  still  engaged  in  it-;  and 
though  the  national  debt  was  a  grievance,  we 
still  laid  on  new  taxes,  and  contracted  for 
loans.  The^on.  mem.  compared  the  state  of 
the  country  in  1792,  when  the  resolution 
for  the  general  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
was  adopted,  with  the  present  period,'  and 
contended  that  the  difference  was  su^h  as 
should  urge  the  house  to  pause  before- it 
agreed  to  the  motion  under  debate.  In 
the  former  instance,  the  country  was  at 
peace,  commerce  and  manufactures  were 
flourishing,  and  only  a  gradual  abolition 
was  called  for.  Yet  now,  when  the  coun- 
try is  involved  in  a  war  that  requires  all 
our  resources,  and  our  commerce  is  em- 
barrassed, an  immediate  abolition  of  this 
important  part  of  our  trade  is  applied  for. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  could  not 
see  the  policy  of  such  an  application,  and 
he  hoped  that  govt,  would  interfere  to 
protect  the  merchants,  and  defeat  the 
views  of  the  mover.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
taken  notice  of  the  alarm  which  his  motion 
was  likely  to  give  to  the  persons  concerned 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  West  India  islands ; 
and  certainly  the  alarm  already  excited  by 
the  state  of  those  islands,  this  proceeding 
was  of  a  nature  considerably  to  increase  ; 
but  about  that  increase,  perhaps,  the  hon. 
gent,  was  very  little  disturbed.  Indeed, 
the  hon.  gent,  manifested  a  disposition  in 
this  business  still  more  arbitraiy  towards 
English  trade  than  Bonaparte  himself. 
The  First  Consul  invited  the  powers  of 
Europe  to  join  with  him  in  attacking  us,  in 
order  to  partake  of  our  commerce ;  but 
the  hon.  geut.  would  deprive  us  altogether 
of  one  important  branch  of  that  com- 
merce, iu  order  to   tiansfer  it  to  other 


nations,  and  fhis  at  a  time*  when  every 
branch  of  our  commerce  is  so  much 
.'shackled.  After  stating  that  he  should 
take  other  opportunities  of  delivering  his 
sentiments  more  at  large  on  this  subject, 
the  hon.  member  said  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessaiy  this  night  to  put  it  to  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr  Manning  expressed  his  surprise  that 
a  measure  of  so  much  importance  as  that 
before  the  house,  should  have  been  brought 
forward  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  but  yet  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
state  thai  he  felt  the  most  perfect  convic- 
tion of  the  hon.  motives  which  actuated 
the  gent,  from  whom  it  originated*  He 
could  assure  him,  that  every  proprietor  of 
respectability,  from  Barbadoes  to  Jamaica, 
was  grateful  for  his  exertions,  and  felt 
much  benefit  from  them.  With  respect, 
however,  to  the  proposition  fbr  an  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  he  beg- 
ged to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  house,' 
that  by  several  acts  of  parliament,  some 
sp  early  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
British  merchants  were  encouraged  to  vest 
their  capital  in  this  trade.'  If,  then,  par-* 
liament  should  determine  on  the  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  trade,  it  would  b6 
felt,  he  trusted,  that  the  merchams  and 
others  connected  with  We^t  India  property, 
who  might  lose  by  such  a  measure,  were 
entitled  to  compensation:  To  ascertain 
the  amount  of  such  loss,  he  thought  that  a 
parliamentary  commission  should  be  ap- 
pointed, and  that  a  proposition  to  that 
effect  should  accompany  the  motion  before 
the  house.  If  parliament  had  changed  its 
mind  as  to  the  expediency  or  justice  of 
this  traffic,  it  would  be  unjust  to  allow 
those  who  had  embarked  their  capital  upon 
the  faith  of  parliament,  to  suffer  any  pe- 
cuniary loss.  He  called  for  this  consider- 
ation upon  the  same  principle  as  that, 
which  was  uniformly  acted  upon  where  any 
public  measure  was  productive  of  injury  to 
the  property  of  individuals**/'  As  no  in- 
demnity, such  as  he  ha(i..ie  aided  to,  was 
connected  with  this  mojrnwi,  and  also  as 
he  was  adverse  to  the  i*innediate  abolition 
of  the  trade  which  gave  trise  to  it,  he  moved 
tl>at  the  other  ordeis  of  tlie  day  should 
be  then  read. — The  inotion  being  put, 

Mr.  fnibetforcerrose  to  state,  that  hi 9 
motion  did  not  ref<5r  to  the  immediate  abo- 
lition of  the  slav^  trade,  and  that  the  time 
for  that  desirable  event  was  to  l^  consi- 
dered in  a  committee  upon  the  bil',  and 
not  in  the  present  state  of  proceeding." 

Mr.  Devai/fnei  asserted,  that  the  country 
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was  as  vreU  goverued,  and  the  laws  as  i' it  had  decided  that  the  slave  trade  should 
fairly  administered,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  be  graducdly  abolished.  He  had  always 
as  in  England.     Tiie  hon.  member  added,  I  wished,  and  voted  for  a  gradual  abolition  ; 


in  vindication  of  the  slave  trade,  that  he 
had  had  a  conversation  with  one  of  the 
African  kings,  who  told  him,  that  if  the 
slave  merchants  did  not  purchase  from  him 
and  others  their  prisoners  taken  in  war, 
those  prisoners  would  be  killed. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  adverting  to  the  de- 
scription he  had  before  given  of  the  law  ot 
tlie  African  princes,  6cc.  said  that  he 
quoted  that  description  from  the  evidence 
adduced  by  the  hon.  member  who  had  last 
spoken  and  his  friends.  He  contrasted 
some  parts  of  the  description,  and  particu- 
larly the  statement  that  the  prisoners  of 
war,  if  not  bought  by  the  slave  dealers, 
would  be  murdered,  with  tlie  declaration, 
notwithstanding,,  of  the  hon.  gent,  that 
those  African  states  were  as  well  gpverned, 
and  their  laws  as  well  administered  as  in 
thi^  country. 

Sir  William  Gcar^  thought,  that  from 
motives  of  humanity,  the  total  and  imme- 
•  fiiate  abolitibn  of  this  trade  should  be  re- 
sisted ;  beCaqse,  if  the  proposition  were 
adopted,  he  was  very  much  afraid  that  the 
effect  would  be  to  transfer  the  trade  to 
other  nations,  through  whom  the  same 
miseries  would  be  induced  to  slaves,  of 
which  the  house  had  heard  so  much,  and 
against  which  such  provisions  had  been 
made  by  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  proposition  before  the 
bouse. 

Mr.  Addington  said,  he  should  support 
the  amendment,  but  on  different  grounds 
from  those  stated  by  the  hon.  gent,  who 
moved  it.  The  abolition  of  the  trade, 
which  formed  the  subject  of  debate,  he  al- 
ways considered  not  as  a  question  of  ex- 
pediency, but  as  a  question  of  practicabi- 
lity ;  and  in  that  view,  if  the  motion  had 
been  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  consider  of  the  means  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slav^trade,  it  should  have  had  his 
concurrence .A^'it  as  it  stood,  he  must  vote 
against  it,  be^V^^'he  felt  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  o^^  it  into  execution.  So 
contrary  was  tb^V'^^  of  proceeding  pro- 
posed to  the  acconvk'sliment  of  the  object 
in  view,  that  he  wasiP^rsuaded,  should  a 
bill  be  founded  on  the  nf  solution  described 
by- the  hon,  member  wlflP  opei>ed  the  de- 
bate, such  bill  must  bA  repealed  before 
the  trade  could  be  abolish! 
.  Sir  Kobert  Buxton  thpuglit  ^^  ^^^t  ex 
traordinary  that  the  house  sjpould  be  con- 


and  he  thought  the  character  of  the  house, 
in  point  of  consistency,  implicated  in  this 
question.  The  question  now  was,  whether 
the  slave  trade,  which  the  house,  14  years 
ago,  said  should  be  abolished  within  a 
time,  long  since  past,  should  be  abolished 
at  all,  or  not  ? 

The   Chancellor  (^  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  if  the  motion  before  the  house  were 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  he  should  have  no  hesitation  in  giv- 
ing it  his  warmest  stipport,    because   he 
thought   the  first  moment  for   abolishing 
that  inhuman  traffic  would  be  the  best. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  ready  to  support  tiny 
proposition  tliat  could  approximate  that 
desirable  event.  He  would  teel  a  satisfac- 
tion in  any  measure  that  tended  even  to  a 
gradual  abolition.     To  this  he  understood 
most  gent,  who  had  on  a  former  occasion 
delivered  their  sentiments,  to  be  friendly, 
and  with  the  views  of  such  members  the 
motion   was  so  worded   as   to  coincide, 
Gent,  therefore,  of  that  description,  could 
not,  unless  they  had  changed  their  opinions 
since  the  last  discussion  of  this  subject, 
oppose  the  original  motion.    Those  who 
entertained  an  honest  prejudice  against  this 
abominable  trafBc-p-a  prejudice  which  had 
obtained    many   converts  of  late   years, 
would,  he  hoped,  be  very  far  from  object- 
ing to  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend  upon 
such,  grounds  as  had  been  last  stated.  Into 
the  discussion  of  the  question  at  present  he 
declined  to  enter,  particularly  as  the  very 
able  arguments  of  his  hon.  friend  had  been 
quite  unanswered ;  but  as  to  the  time  of 
carrying  the  object  of  his  hon.  friend  into 
effect,  no  time  was  prescribed  by  the  mo-, 
tion..    That  circumstance  would   remain 
for  the  consideration  of  tlie  committee  on 
the  bill.     With  respect  to  the  practicabi- 
lity of  the  abolition,  the  right  hon,  gent, 
observed,  that  the  same  argument  upon 
that  point  would  apply  to  a  gradual  as  to 
an  immediate  abolition  ;  for  if  it  was  im- 
possible for  a  British  act  of  parliament  to 
effect  the  object  in  the  one  case,  how  was 
such  act  to  accomplish  it  in   the  other. 
This  remark  he  addressed  merely  to  the 
professed  friends  of  a  gradual  abolition ; 
but  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  measure 
of  abolition    generally,    as  he  had   only 
heard  the  impracticability  asserted,  with- 
out the  arguments  upon  which  the  assertion 
was  {»rounded,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
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subject.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  gent,  under  the  gallery  (Mr. 
Barham)  such  opinions,  combined  with 
other  considerationB,  as  fully  satisfied  his 
miud  that  there  was  no  danger  of  this 
trade,  if  abolished  by  us,  being  taken  qp 
by  foreigners— upon  that  score,  there  was 
no  ground  for  apprehension.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  poncluded  with  stating,  that  ht: 
would  not  at  present  discuss  the  question 
farther,  although  he  could  with  difficulty 
refrain  from  entering  into  a  subject  in  which 
he  felt  so  lively  and  warm. 

Mr.  Lee  contended  the  trade  was  an 
utter  disgrace  to  the  nation.  We  boasted 
of  our  freedom,  and  yet  we  sacrificed  the 
natural  rights  of  our  fellow-creatures  in 
this  nefarious  traffic.  The  hon.  member 
who  had  urged  this  measure  with  so  much 
ability  and  perseverance,  would  retire  to 
his  pillow  with  satisfaction,  and  enjoy  that 
repose  and  tranquillity  which  is  the  reward 
of  virtuous  exertion.  If  there  were  hon. 
members  of  that  house  who  were  interested 
hi  this  commerce,  he  hoped  they  would 
sacrifice  their  privateemolument  to  a  strict 
sense  of  public  duty.  If  there  were  repre- 
sentatives of  great  and  opulent  towns, 
which  owe  their  importance  to  such  a 
trade,  he  trusted  they  would  instruct  their 
constituents  rather  to  resign  all  future  ad- 
vantages from  it  than  to  barter  the  justice 
and  honour  of  the  country  for  these  acqui- 
sitions. At  a  future  time,  he  would  enter 
more  at  large  on  the  subject,  and  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  motion  would  re- 
ceive his  cordial  support. 
•  Mr.  Fox  said  that  he  should  trouble  the 
liouse  with  very  few  words  upon  the  ques- 
tion before  them.  Indeed,  h^  rose  prin- 
cipally with  a  view  to  observe  the  very  ex- 
traordinary manner  in  which  the  gent,  who 
•poke  against  the  motion  had  treated  the 
subject.  The  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
was  a  question  which  was  now  \6  years 
under  the  consideration  of  that  house.  It 
was  now  near  12  years  since  the  house  had 
decided  by  a  very  great  majority  that  the 
trade  was  in  itself  pernicious,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  abolished.  The  present  was  a 
question  which  above  all  others  might  be 
now  fairly  said  to  have  come  to  a  crisis ; 
and  yet  the  house  was  told  that  it  should 
hesitate.  One  gent,  had  allowed  that  there 
might  some  ill  consequences  result  from 
the  continuance  of  such  a  traffic,  and  yet 
he  advised  the  house  not  to  put  a  stop  to  it 
for  the  present.  Another  had  also  admitted 
the  injustice  of  our  continuing  to  sanction 


such  a  branch  of  commerce,  an  d  had  m- 
commended  that  the  bouse  shou  Id  go  into 
a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  practica- 
bility of  the  measure.  What!  when  th«5 
house  had  so  positively  declared  its  opi* 
nion  about  12  years  ago  with  respect  to 
the  abolition.  The  very  circumstances  of 
the  times,  in  addition  to  the  former  declara- 
tion of  the  house,  were  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  abolition.  The  acquisition  of  Trinadad 
was  in  itself  a  reason  why  the  house  should 
immediately  come  to  some  determination, 
and  either  declare  to  the  public  and  to 
Europe  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  our 
ideas,  or  with  the  policy  of  our  system,  to 
make  any  alteration  in  a  trade,  the  injustice 
of  which  we  have  already  acknowledged ; 
or  else  that  we  should  by  our  actions  at 
once  firmly  convince  the  world  that  we 
were  capable  of  giving  up  a  species  of  traffic 
which  appeared  to  us  dishonourable,  not- 
withstanding any  profit  that  might  be  gain- 
ed by  its  continuance.  The  honour,  the 
charactefr  of  the  nation  was  at  stake.  Any 
person  that  was  i»  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  Continent,  must  have  already 
heard  it  whispered  throughout  Europe, 
that  they  were  doubtful  of  us,  and  that  it 
was  supposed,  that,  however  we  might  like= 
lessons  of  morality,  we  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  give  up  a  profitable  branch 
of  commerce  very  readily.  If  the  house 
continued  to  act  as  it  had  done,  admitting 
the  impropriety,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
abstaining  from  the  abolition  of,  or  even 
from  giving  any  check  to,  that  abominable 
traffic,  it  would  be  openly  said  throughout 
Europe,  that  we  could  bat  merely  talk 
morality.  That  after  all  the  sentiment 
that  had  been  expressed  against  this  trade, 
we  had  said  again,  that  we  would  post- 
pone the  abolition  of  it  to  some  indefinite 
period.  He  would  repeat  it,  that  on  this 
question,  above  all  others,  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  at  stake.  There  had  not 
been  any  argument  urged  in  favour  of  the 
morality  of  the  subject,  and,  theFefore, 
the  house  had  now  to  make  a  public  avowal 
to  Europe  of  their  determination  at  once 
to  put  a  stop  to  that  iniquitous  practice, 
or  else  to  announce  to  the  world,  that  it 
had  agreed  to  give  its  sanction  to  a  mea- 
sure which  had  not  been  supported  by  any 
principle  of  honour  or  of  justice,  but  mere- 
ly on  the  supposition  that  gain  might  pos- 
sibly result  from  its  continuance. 

Mr.  Egerton  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  question  before  the 
house  would  expressly  declare  to  what  cx- 
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teni  he  meant  ta  carry  bis  motion,  if  tbe 
}M)use  should  happen  to  agree  with  him. 
At  the  late  period  of  the  month  of  May, 
Hmny  gent,  had  gone  to  the  country,  and 
Im  hoped  the  hon.  member  did  not  meaji 
to  press  it  in  the  absence  of  so  many.  He 
would  be  glad  to  know,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended that  a  bill  should  be  immediately 
brought  in  and  carried  in  the  present  ses- 
cion,  or,  whether  it  was  now  intended 
merely  to  obtain  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
ior  the  abolition ;  and  that  the  bill  was  to 
be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of  par- 
Jiament  ? 

Mr.  JVilber force  said,  that  he  had  only 
intended  to  express  his  opinion,  and  moved 
the  house  to  agree  with  him  on  the  general 
question.  The  committee  would  after- 
wards determine  as  to  any  particular  term. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Excfiequer  express- 
ed hiinself  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure of  abolition  at  any  rate.  He  wished 
to  see  the  house  agreeing  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee immediately  for  the  purpose  of  con* 
flickering  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  bill 
lor  that  purpose. 

Lord  De  Blaqukre  obseryed,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  question  before  the 
bouBe  would,  on  the  present  occasion,  be 
for  the  £rst  time  presented  to  many  na-» 
lives  of  Ireland.  But  though  it  was  a 
question  which  was  new  to  Irbhmen,  it 
was  not  a  question  upon  which  they  would 
find  any  difficulty  in  deciding,  It  was  a 
6ubjef:t,  he  was  confident,  on  which  the 
sentiments  of  all  Irishmen  would  be  imme- 
diately declared  unanimous.  The  practice 
of  the  slave  trade  was  repugnant  to  their 
feelings.  He  believed  that  he  might,  with- 
out presumption,  have  taken  upoa  him  to 
answer  for  the  whole  bulk  of  tbe  people ; 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  bad  made  up  his 
mind  as  soon  as  he  bad  heard  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  and  immediately  resolved 
to  give  it  his  most  cordial  support* 

Mr.  Pattesou  wished  to  know,  if  the 
slave  trade  were  abolished  in  the  present 
session,  whether  we  had  any  security  that 
tlie  Americans,  Danes,  and  Swedes  would 
consent  to  a  similar  abolition,  as  other- 
wise, the  beneficial  regulations  of  the  mid- 
dle passage  would  be  done  away,  and  the 
slaves  placed  in  a  worse  situation  than  they 
were  before. — ^The  question  was  then  loud- 
ly called  for,  and  the  house  divided; 
when  there  appeared 

For  the  order  of  the  day     -    49 
Against  it        «        -        -    124 

Majority  -^^75 


Hie  original  motion  was  of  course  car« 
^  ried,  and  the  house* resolved  itself  into  a 
committee,  in  which  the  resolution  was 
read  and  agreed  to.  The  house  resumed^, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 


Thursday,  Mai/^  31 » 

[Minutes.]— Pursuant  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  their  lordships  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  privileges,  and  Lord  Wal- 
singham  having  taken  the  chair,  Counsel 
and  evidence  were  farther  heard*,  respects 
ing  the  claim  of  Sir  Cecil  Bishop,  hart,  to 
the  barony  of  Zouche.  The  fartlier  consi- 
deration of  the  case  was  adjourned  till  this< 
day  se'nnight."— Several  bills,  chiefly  of  a 
private  nature,  were  received  from  the 
Commons,  and  read  a  first  time. 

[Conduct  of  Judge  Fox.] — ^The  Mar- 
quis of  Abercorn  rose,  and  stated,  that  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  petition  which  he  con*, 
ceived  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  ta 
the  judicial  character,  to  the  adpainistra-^ 
tion  of  justice,  to  the  liberty,  prosperity, 
and  independence  of  the  country,  a^nd  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  lordships  ; 
in  so  far  as  it  preferred  charges  against 
one  of  tlie  judges  in  Ireland,  in  which  all 
of  these  relations  were  deeply  implicated  • 
The  petitioner  was  a  person  with  whom  the 
noble  Marquis  declared  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted, but  of  the  integrity  and  un- 
blemished nature  of  whose  character,  on 
the  most  minute  inquiry,  he  had  received 
the  most  satisfactory  and  convincing  ^uisur- 
ances.  His  name  was  Hart,  and  he  wa9 
a  gent,  of  considerable  property  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Londoiuierry,  and  ia 
the  county  of  Donegal,  for  which  county 
he  was  one  of  the  grand  jury,  when  he  ex» 
perienced  the  acts  of  oppression,  degrada- 
tion, and  injustice,  complained  of  in  the 
petition,  exercised  against  him  by  Mr. 
Justice  Fox,  then  making  the  circuit  in 
the  northern  counties  of  Ireland.  The  mis-« 
conduct  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  had  not  been 
confined  to  this  one  single  and  solitary  ph., 
ject,  who  now  complained  to  their  lord-, 
ships,  but  had  broken  forch  in  every  place, 
and  on  persons  of  every  description,  where 
it  had  fallen  tp  bis  province  to  make  the 
circuit.  .  The  petition  was  then  read,  a- 
copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  p.  ^29  oif 
this  volume.  The  noble  Marquis  enume. 
rated  a  number  of  other  charges  of  exor. 
bitant  &m  against  magistrates  and  jury- 
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men,  «nd  of  other  acts  of  of  pres$ioD  prac« 
tised  by  Mr.  Justice  Fox ;  one  paiucu- 
larly,  ux  which  the  Marquis  himself,  who 
was  one  of  the  governors  of  the  county  of 
Tyrone,  was  the  object  of  his  invective  and 
anirnadversion.  In  speaking  on  thi^  point, 
the  noble  Marquis  declared,  tiiat  he  was 
su:tuated  by  no  personal  or  private  motive, 
in  quitting,  on  the  present  occasion,  the 
shades  of  obscurity  to  appear  in  public  po- 
litical life.  He  confessed  he  had  been 
most  grossly  and  unjustly  abus^id  at  a  pe- 
riod when  domestic  calamity  had  rendered 
privity  the  only  balm  which  his  pareatal 
feelings  could  receive.  Such  a  stroke,  pro- 
bably might  have  been  necessary  to  have 
awakened  j^im ;  but,  he  trusted,  that  at 
this  moment  no  personal  feeling  operated. 
He  felt  solicitous  for  their  lordships;  he 
felt  solicitous  for  every  pei'son  who  might 
have  an  official  situation  to  discharge  ;  if 
they  were  thus  unwarrantably  to  be  drag- 
gled forward  to  public  odium.  The  grandest 
boon  which  justice  and  the  public,  in  these 
kingdoms,  had  ever  received,  was  the  in- 
dependence of  their  judges.  The  more, 
however,  that  they  were  placed  beyond 
the  power  of  the  crown,  the  more  did  it 
become  that  house  to  watch  over  their 
actions,  and  to  see  that  justice  flowed  in 
pure  and  unpolluted  streams.  It  was  their 
lordships'  province,  it  was  their  pecuHar 
and  bounden  duty,  to  see,  that  the  robe 
in  which  justice  was  arrayed,  did  not  serve 
as  a  cloak  for  oppression  and  calumny. — 
As  an  excuse  for  not  bringing  the  matter 
sooner  before  the  house,  tlie  noble  Mar- 
quis pleaded  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
ministers  had  for  some  time  stood.  He 
should  not,  he  observed,  follow  up  his  pre- 
sent motion  further  than  that  the  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table,  lie  hoped  it  would 
be  found  a  business  of  so  great  importance 
as  to  deserve  the  attention  of  the  present 
ministers,  and  that  he  should  not  again 
be  aecessitated  to  bring  it  forward.  There 
was  another  reason,  however,  which  would 
prevent  him  from  pressing  it  at  this  mo- 
ment. He  was  anxious  to  have  the  pre- 
sence of  a  noble  friend  of  his,  the  Lord 
Lieut,  of  Ireland.  Jie  had  no  doubt  that 
the  same  circumstances  whiph  had  caused 
the  dismissal  of  the  late  rninister  of  this 
coontT}' ;  the  disgrace  of  haviwg  acted  con- 
•cieDtiously  and  uprightly  in  every  part  of 
his  administration ;  the  disgrace  of  having 
made  the  basis  of  his  continuing  in  office 
a  resolution  not  to  use  any  undue  influence 
•r^ertion  to  sway  tine  favour  9f  the  pub-  I 


lie  or  of  individuals ;  the  disgrace  of  hav«» 
ing  quitted  it,  accompanied  by  the  regret 
and  good  wishes  of  his  sovereign,  «nd  of 
the  public  in  general ;  would  soon  operate^ 
as  they  equally  applied  to  his  noble  friend, 
on  occasioning  his  dismissal  al89.  Tlw 
noble  Marquis  then  moved,  that  the  peti^ 
tion  do  lie  on  the  table.  Ordered. — ^Ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE  or   COMlfONS* 

ThAirsdaj/y  May  31« 

[Minutes.]— Lord  Lovaine  and  Wil- 
liam Dickenson,  Esq.  took  the  oaths  and 
their  seats  on  their  re-election. — Ordered, 
on  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  that  a» 
account  be  laid  before  the  house,  of  the 
disbursement  of  20001.  which  was  directied 
by  the  act  of  the  41st  of  his  Msyesty,  to  he 
applied  to  certain  ofiicers  from  Ireland--^ 
Sir  J.  Anderson  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  examiue  the 
petition  from'  the  corporation  of  Londou, 
respecting  a  coal  market ;  and  upon  the 
report  being  read  and  agreed  to,  the  hon, 
member  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tx^ 
alter  and  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  act  of 
the  43d  of  his  Xiajesty,  for  establishing  a 
Vr^  Market  for  the  sale  of  Coals  in  Lon- 
don, &c. — Mr.  Cartwright  brought  in  a 
bill  for  altering  and  amending  the  act  of 
the  28th  of  his  Majesty,  with  respect  to 
Chimney  Sweepers  and  their  Apprentices. 
The  bill  was  read  a  1st  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  2d  time. — Sir  J.  Newport  advert- 
ing to  the  motion  which  he  had  aimounced 
his  intention  of  bringing  forward  on  this 
day,  with  respect  to  the  operation  of  the 
Property  Tax  on  persons  deriving  revenue 
from  property  situated  in  Ireland,  stated, 
that  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Irish  Exche- 
quer was  not  in  attendance,  and  as  the.  pa- 
pers necessary  to  his  motion  were  not  yet 
on  the  table,  he  should  wave  his  purpose 
for  the  present,  and  as  the  session  was  so 
far  advanced,  postponed  it  to  a  future  op- 
portunity,— ^The  Felons'  Apprehension  bill 
was  read  a  3d  time,  and  passed. — Mr. 
Alexander  brought  up  tlie  report  of  the 
Irish  Accounts  Regulation  bill,  which  was 
agreed  to,  ^and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  3d  time  to-morrow. 

[Corn  Trade.] — Mr.  Western  moved 
the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  pn  the  Corn  Trade,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  postponing  the  order  until  to* 
m9rr9w. 
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Mr.  Tatteson  observed,  that  the  consi- 
deration of  this  report  bad  been  frequently 
postponed,  and  he  wished  to  know  the  rea- 
sons whicli  induced  the  hon.  gent,  to  pro- 
pose the  farther  postponement  of  it  until 
to-morrow.  The  subject  to  which  the  re- 
port referred,  he  conceived  to  be  of  the 
lUmost  importance.  It  waa  one  upon 
vrhich  he  had  taken  every  method  in  his 
power  to  acquire  the  fullest  information. 
To  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  it, 
he  had  paid  very  close  attention,  and  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  the 
greater  part  of  the  gent:  of  which  that  coni- 
luittee  was  composed.  This  difference  was 
of  such  a  nature,  that  lie  hoped  one  of  the 
motives  for  postponement  wa^  to  reconsi- 
der the  grounds  of  this  difference.  Indeed, 
tlie  report  was  such,  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  totally  reconsidered,  for  it  would  go, 
if  adopted,  to  alter  the  bearing  and  ten- 
dency of  our  corn  laws,  and  the  whole 
system  of  our  imports  and  exports,  with 
respect  to  grain. 

iAr.W^estcrn  saw  no  ol^ection  that  could, 
in  point  of  candour,  be  advanced  against 
deferring  this  motion  till  to-morrow.  There 
was  in  the  table  proposed  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,  a  deviation  from  the  table 
fixed  by  the  corn  act  of  l/Pl  5  the  reasons 
for  which,  though  founded  on  the  best 
principles,  were  not  sufficiently  explained 
in  the  body  of  the  report.  To  obtain  such 
explanation,  and  to  satisfy  the  house  and 
the  public  as  to  the  motives  of  the  change, 
it  was  proposed  to  move  the  recommital 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  Patteson  acceded  to  the  motion, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  when  the  report 
of  the  committee  should  again  comebefore 
the  house,  it  would  come  in  another 
shape. 

Sir  H.  Buxton  thought, the  motion  of 
postponement  ought  to  be  for  a  later  day. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was' intended 
to-morrow  to  consider  the  report  on  the 
table,  or  to  move  for  its  recommitment. 

Mr.  Foster  stated,  that  one  reason  for 
the  proposed  recommitment  of  this  report 
was,  that  it  would  in  its  present  form  tend 
to  affect  the  corn  trade  between  this  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  and  Ireland.  This 
was  a  subject  which  it  was  understood  was 
to  form  the  subject  of  another  committee. 
With  respect  to  the  question  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  to-morrow,  of  which 
the  hon.  bart.  who  sppke  last  wished  to  be 
informed,  be  had  to  mention  that  it  would 
be  this,  whether  the  report  should  be  re- 


committed or  hot ;  and  from  the  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  such  recommital  should  take  place  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  general  question,  the 
report  upon  such  recommittal,  should  be 
laid  before  the  house  in  due  time.— The 
motion  was  agreed  to, 

[Defkncs  or  the  Country.]— Mr. 
Ker  rose  to  ask  the  right  hon.  the  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether,  as  his  pro- 
mised motion  respecting  the  defence  ol  the 
country  was  deferred  till  Tuc*sday,  upon 
which  day-  an  order  stood  for  a  committee 
to  consider  several  petitions  relative  to  the 
Irish  linen  trade,  it  was  intended  that 
his  motion  should  precede  that  order  J 
This  question  he  was  induced  to  put  from  a 
consideration  of  the  solicitude  entertained 
upon  the  linen  business  by  a  vast  and  re* 
spectable  number  of  persons  in  that  coun- 
try to  which  he  belonged,  and  because,  if 
the  right  hon.  gent,  meant  to  submit  his 
motion,  it  must,  from  its  superior  import- 
ance, claim  the  precedency,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  the  linen  question  must  ne- . 
cessarily  be  postponed.— Being  on  his  legs, 
the  hon.  member  said  he  could  not  refrain 
from  observing  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  with  respect  to  his'  long-  , 
promised  plan  of  provision  for  the  national 
defenee^ — a  plan  which  above  a  month  since 
the  right  hon.  gent.  hin>6elf  told  the  house 
that  not  one  moment  should  be  lost  in 
bringing  it  forward,  and  yiet  it  seemed  that 
it  was  still  unprepared,  nor  was  the  house 
assured  that  it  would  be  ready  even,  by 
Tuesday.  The  late  administration,  which 
he  rejoiced  in  the  recollection  of  having 
supported,  were  often  charged  with  tardi«» 
ness  and  liesitation,  and  particularly  by 
that  right  hon.  gent,  who,  in  this  instance 
was  guilty  of  the  fault  which  he  had  im- 
puted to  his  predecessors ;  delay,  indeci- 
sion, want  of  energy  and  promptitude,  ap- 
peared upon  this  occasion  to  be  peculiarly 
applicable  to  hiqnself. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feh  that 
it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  order 
of  the  house,  to  enter  at  present  into  the 
animadversions  upon  his  conduct  which 
the  hon.  gent,  had  coupled  with  his  ques^ 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  question  put  by 
the  hon.  gent,  he  should  say  that  it  was 
his  anxious  and  earnest  wish  to  bring  for* 
ward  his  motion  on  Tuesday;  and  if  the 
other  motion  was  likely  to  give  rise  to  any 
debate,  he  should  wish  his  own  to  come 
on  first."— Adjourned. 
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.    W>U^B  OF  I^ORDS. 
Riday,  Jane  I,  J804« 


[McTfUTBi.] —The Earl  of  Dorchester 
tiok  the  oaths  and  his  seat*— Lord  SherBeld 
presented  a  petition  from  the  ship  owners, 
oomplaining  of  the  suspenstoa  of  the  navi- 
gation act.  His  lordship  said,  he  would  not 
then  enter  into  details,  because  the  petition 
prajed  for  an  inquirf  into  this  ^ubject^  and, 
on  a  future  daf,  he  should  SAove  for  an  in- 
vestigation of  die  complaints  of  the  petition. 
He  would  onlj  at  present  say,  that  the  very 
naming  of  the  suspension  of  the  navigation 
laws  would  be  sufficient  to  express  the  im* 
portance  of  the  question  he  purposed  here- 
after to  submit  to  the  house.  He  was  as* 
8ored>  that  their  lordships  would  feel  with 
him,  that  they  oould  not  entertain  too  great 
a  jealousy  and  anxiety  respecting  that  which 
formed  an  important  part  of  the  whole 
foundation  of  oar  natiooal  wealth,  prosperity^ 
and  power.  The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     Adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  June  1,  1804. 

[Minutes.] — Sir  J.  Newport  brought  up 
the  report  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  ideots,  &c.  in  Ireland.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. — Mr.  Wilberfotce  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  county 
gaol  of  York,  praying  relief.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. — Sir  J.  Anderson  brought 
up  a  bill  for  establishing  a  free  coal  market 
in  tlie  city  of  London.  Read  a  first  time. — 
Mr.  Wilberforce  brought  up  the  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade ;  which  was  read 
a  first  tirne^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Thursday  next. — The  attorney's  in- 
demnity bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wednesday. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.] — SirC7.  Bunbury 
moved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
ihW  bill  should  be  taken  into  farther  consi- 
deration on  Friday  next, 

Mr.  Patteson  said,  that  yesterday  he  had 
understood,  by  what  Lad  fallen  from  the 
gent,  who  was  chairman  of  that  committee, 
that«  instead  of  ^ny  farther  postponement, 
the  intention  was  to  have  it  recommitted, 
•  Colonel  Bagiuell  wished  to  know  whether 
!ihe  bill  was  to  extend  to  the  corn  trade  of 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  Foster  replied^  that  although  it  might 
occasion  a  necessity  for  some  alteration  in 
the  laws  of  Ireland^  it  would  have  no  other 
influence  on  them,  and  would  certainly 
be  no  ways  inmrioiis  to  the  Irish  com  trade, 
'    YolAI.  ^ 


,  — ;After  some  farther  conversation  It  was  re- 
solved that  the  farther  coniidn-atlon  of  the 
report  should  be  postponed  till  Friday  s  en- 
night.     Adjourned  to^luesday. 


HOUSE   6f    lords. 
Tuesday,  June  5,  180-f. 

[Mi^tTTEs.]— The  royal  absent  was  given 
by  commission  to  the  volunteer  consolidation 
Wll,  the  Scotch  excise  licence,  the  Solwa/ 
Frith  fishery,  the  Thames  and  Medway  na- 
vigation, the  Pancras  •  poor  bill,  and  to  four 
private  bills.— The  Ean  of  Suffolk  presented 
a  pctiiioii  from  certain  persons  confined  for 
dentin  the  connty  gaol  of  Carlisle,  praying 
relief.  His  lordship  took  the  opportunity  of 
making  a  few  observations  upon  the  general 
s^ubject,  which  he  thought  one  of  consider- 
able national  importance.  In  order  to  bring 
it  more  fully  to  the  view  of  the  legislature, 
accounts  should  be  made  ont  as  far  as  the 
same  was  practicable,  of  the  number  of 
persons  confined  for  debt  in  the  different 
gaols  in  the  kingdom.  There  were  a  con* 
sidcrable  number  of  petitions  upon  the  sub* 
ject  on  the  tables  of  both  houses  of  parlia* 
ment,  and  he  wished  to  know;  from  any 
noble  lord  competent  to  inform  him,  whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  adopt  any  measure  in 
consequence  ?  He  thought  some  steps  ogght 
to  be  taken  in  the  business;  and,  ^n  that 
view,  he  had  to  lament  the  absence  of  hi^ 
noble  friend  (Earl  Moira),  who  coufd  do  jus- 
tice to  the  subject  from  his  extensive  infor* 
mation  thereon,  and  by  the  force  of  his  elo* 
quence.  He  understood  that  a t;onsiderabli 
part  of  the  number  of  those  confined  were 
for  small  debts  ;  for  debts  under  t!ie  amount 
of  121.  There  was  one  principle  whici 
should  be  kepi  in  view  in  all  considerationi 
of  the  subject :  he  understood  that  by  the 
existing  law,  a  person  could  be  held  in  con- 
finement, notwithstanding  he  gave  up  every 
shilling  he  had,  and  all  his  property  to  the 
creditor,  for  the  residue  which  might  remain 
of  the  debt.  If  this  was  really  the  case, 
when  hondjide  every  tiling  was  given  trp  by 
him,  the  regulation,  he  thought,  militated 
against  the  painciples  of  the  British  consti- 
tution. There  was  another  point  connected 
with  this  consideration :  if  (he  creditor  was 
enabled  to  hold  the  debtor  thus  in  custody, 
he  cTught,  at  least,  to  be  compelled  to  allow 
him  a  modicum  snfiicient  to  support,  hrs 
existence,  which  the  present  rate  of  allow- 
ance was  not  sufiicientto.  He  also  thought, 
that  the  number  of  persons  confined  for 
small  debts  should  be  distinctly  specified  in 
whatever  accounts  upon  the  lubj^ct  shonld 
H  b 
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be  laid  bef^^re  parljamenf.  He  coneltided, 
that  the  petilion  do  lie  upon  the  table, 
^hich  was  ordered.    Adjoiiroed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuiiday^  June  5,  1804* 

[MiKVTBS.]  -The  house  wa«  siwiAoned 
to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House  oi  Lords 
to  hear  the  royal  assent  given  by  commis* 
sion  to  certain  bills. — The  Speaker  having 
returned,  informed  the  bouse,  that  tiie 
royal  assent  had  been  ^iven  by  commission 
to  the  volunteer  consolidation  bill>  and  to 
several  other  private  bills.— The  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  chimaey-sweepers  and  their 
apprentices  was  read  a  second  time«  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee.— The  Lon- 
don coal  market  bill  was  also  read  a  second 
time^  and  referred  to  a  select  committee.— 
Mr.  Shaw  brought  in .  his  bill  fur  the  re- 
lief of  insolvent  debtors.  It  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  this  dar  se'nnigbt.  —  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne  i)rought  up  the  returns  of  the  royal 
surmy  of  reserve  for  England  and  Wales,  as 
aUo  for  Ireland.  Ordered  to  be  printed.— 
Sir  J.  Stewart  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday 
pext'  he  should  present  a  petition,  com» 
plaining  of  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  judges 
of  Ireland. 

[Additional  Forcb  Bill.]  —  Tfie 
Chancfllcr  cf  tie  Exchquer,  pursuant  to  the 
fiblico  be  bad  given,  rose  to  lay  before  the 
bouse,  the  plan  which  he  had  in  contem- 
plation for  maintaining  a  permanent  addi- 
tional.  force,  and  addressed  the  hduse  as 
follows  :-<-Id  entering  upon  the  subject 
i^hich  it  is  now  my  duty  to  bring  forward, 
)  feel.  Sir,  a  peculiar  satisfaction  in  being 
etiabled  to  state,  that  the  principle  of  the 
IDeasare  which  I  shall  have  th^  honour  of 
proposing^  seems  to  be  pretty  unanimously 
agreed  on.  Not  only  those  gentlemen 
who  have  hitherto  appeared  lo  have  turned 
tbeir  attention  most  to  the  military  defence 
of  the  country,  but  gentlemen  on  every 
side  of  the  house,  have  expressed  very 
plainly,  that  it  is  their  clear  and  decided 
opinion  that  it  is  now  important  and  neces- 
sary to  devise  those  means  which  may  be 
the  most  effectual  for  increasing,  not  only 
our  iaiernai  strength  aiid  security^  but  also 
far  considerably  augmenting  our  regular 
army.  It  seems  to  be  the  unanimous  wish 
cf  the  country  thai  we  should  have  such  a 
r^'gular  army  as  would  be  sufficient  to  take 
advantage  of  any  fayopi^ble  circumstance 
V'hicb  might  occur  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
and  which  now,  and  at  all  times,  might 


be  efficient  for  preserving'  tt  the  country 
that  rank  which  it  has  hithert6  held  among 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Being,  then,  so 
unanimously  agreed  upon  the  general  ptxh^ 
ciple,  we  have  now  only  to  direct  our  best 
e^orts  to  carry  it  into  etecution,  and  to 
consider  by  what  means  this  necessary  aug« 
mentation  of  our  regular  army  can  be  ef- 
fected with  the  least  p<»sible  inconyenlencO 
or  hardship  to  indivrdunis,  and  without 
weakening  those  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  tor  the  internal  defence  and  seicQ- 
rity  of  the  country.  Without  entering  at 
large  into  the  principle  of  the  measures 
which  hare  been  already  adopted  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,    1  shall  observe, 

fenerall} ,  that  the  object  of  the  plan  which 
propose  is,  in  the  ist  place,  to  do  away 
tho>e  obstacles  which  are  in  the  way  ot  th^ 
recruiting  for  the  regular  army,  and  which, 
in  a  great  measure,  owe  their  birth  to  that 
competition  which  now  prevails  among 
those  who  recruit  for  the  regular  army, 
and  those  who  recruit  for  a  more  limited 
description  of  service,  from  which  compe- 
tition the  bounties  are  now  so  high.  In 
the  ad  place,  I  propose  not  only  to  do 
away  those  obstacles  which-  now  exist  to 
the  recruiting  for  the  regular  army,  but  to 
create  a  new  additional  force,  that  may  h^ 
a  permanent  foundation  for  a  regular  in» 
crease  of  our  army.  And  the  third  object 
is  to  adopt  a  mode  for  creating  a  force 
which,  Whilst  it  will  produce  the  desired 
effect  of  furnisl^ing  recruits  for  the  regular 
army,  will  also  so  far  partake  of  the  benefits 
of  a  regular  army,  as  to  render  our  troops 
of  tlie  line  a  more  disposeable  force  for 
military  services  out  of  the  kingdom,  whicl^ 
they  cannot  be,  whilst  chained  down,  as  at 
present,  for  our  home  defence.  What  I 
have  further  to  suggest,  may  be  compre- 
hended under  three  heads :  first,  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  force  to  be  raised  ;  secondly^ 
the  description  of  that  force,  including  its 
limitation  of  service  \  and  thirdly,  the 
mode  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  raised 
and  maintained.  First,  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  the  force  ;  and  here  my  object  is 
only  to  propose  some  new  regulations,  with 
the  view  of  rendering  more  productive 
those  regulations  which  the  legislature  has 
already  made.  My  first  proposal  is,  that, 
in  addition  to  all  the  force  already  raised 
by  the  act  of  reserve,  measures  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  completion,  and  make  good 
the  deficiencies  in  the  amount  of  the  quota 
enjoined  to  be.raised  under  that  act.  The 
amount  of  this  deficiency  may  probably  be 
between  8  and  9,000  men.  Some  difficulty 
occurs  In  ascertiftining  the  exapt  amoiint^i 
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but  bjr  every  information  and  return,  I  am 
persuaded   Jt  does  not  exceed  9,000' men. 
My  first  object  then  is,  that  such  deficiency 
sliall  be  made  good  ;  and  that  under  such 
regulations  as  I  shall  afterwards  detail.  My 
next  proposition  is  founded  on  a  desire  of 
reviucing  the  militia  to  its  ancient  establish- 
ment or  40,000  men    for  England,    and 
8,000  for  Scotland^  exclusive  of  the  sup. 
pleraentary  militia;    not  that   I  mean  to 
propose    any    immediate    redoction,  but 
only   to  interfere  so  far  as  that  force  is  not 
complete.     My  idea  is,  that  what  remains 
due  should  be  raised  forthwith,  and  carried 
to  the  additional  force  now  proposed  to  be 
created.     I   understand    there    are    about 
7,000  men  wanting  to  complete  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  muilia  of  England  to  the 
number  of  60^000.  What  1  propose  is,  that 
this  deficiency  should  be  raised  and  trans- 
ferred  to  the  army  of  reserve.     I  would 
ah o  propose,  with  regard  to  the  vacancies 
in  the  miliiia,  now  existing,  or  that  may 
occur,  that  instead  of  their  being  supplied, 
.  no  means  should  be  taken  to  fill  up  these 
deficiencies  till  the  scale  be  reduced  to  the 
number  of  40,000.     So,  far,  then,  my  plan 
goes  to  the  extent  of  9,000  m^n  remaining 
to  be  raised  for  the  army  of  reserve,  and 
7,000  for  the  militia.     My  plan  proposes  to 
transfer  a  portion  of  that  force  alreaay  voted 
,to  this  which  is  to  be  raised  ;  and  that  this 
force   shall  be  completed,    subject,  how- 
ever,  to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  com  pie- 
ting  it.     Supposing,  then,  that   we  have 
succeeded  in  raising  the  whole  that  is  now 
due  to  these  two  sorts  of  force,  I  wish  also 
to  add,  what  was  not  con^ned  in  the  ori* 
ginal  act  of  reserve,  but  which  appears  to 
be  necessary  in  order  to  render  this  force 
'  available,  so  as  to  set  the  regular  arh)y  at 
liberty,  and  to  render  it  a  disposeable  force, 
and  fit  to  act  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the 
station  which  this  country  ought  to  main- 
tain   amongst   the    powers  of  Europe.     I 
would  propose,  then,  that  in  propwrtion  as 
any  of  this  force  shall  enlist  into  th^  regu- 
lar army,  whatever  be  the  numher  of  vacan- 
cies thus  occasioned,  they  shall  be  distribu- 
ted in  order  to  their  being  filled  up  amongst 
the  several  counties— and  by  the  same  quo* 
tas  which   are  already  fixed,  according  to 
the  population  of  the  respective  counties  ^ 
but  with  this  proviso,  that  the  number  thus 
to  be  raised,  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  one- 
sixth  part  of  the  whole  of  the  force  so  to  be 
created.     This,  I  calculate,  would  produce 
a  supply  of  recruits  for  the  regular  army^ 
of  not  less  than  12, coo  men.     It  appears 
from  accounts  which  have  been  received, 
that  the  au«iber  of  those  who  hav^  thus,  ro* 


craited  into  the  regular  army  from  the  other 
forees,  has  been  about  13,000  men.     It  has 
been  thus  found  by  experience,  that  many 
will  afterwards  embark  in  the  regular  ser* 
vice,  after  being  used  to  a  military  life,  who 
would  not  at  first  engage  in  any  other  than 
a  limited  service.    Thus,  if,  by  transfer- 
ring what  is  due  to  the  militia  for  G.  Bii« 
tain  (which,    if  complete,  ^ould  amount 
to  74,090,  this  being  the  number  parlia- 
ment has  already  agreed  to  raise)  to  this 
new'<;reated  /brce,  may  not  a  considerable 
number  be  reasonably  expected  to- accrue 
from  thence  to  out  regular  army  ?     And 
thus,  niay  not  the  proposed  plan  not  only 
prove  advantageous,   in   the  first  instance, 
to  increase  our  national  defence,  but  also 
be  adopted  with  a  view  to  forming  a  per- 
manent, and  efficacious  system,  for  the  re- 
cruiting our  regular  army  ?     If  so,  I  flatter 
myself  that  this  measure  will  appear  one 
that  answers  the  description  I  have  given 
of  it,  of  being  likely  to  afl^ord  an  import- 
ant additional  means  Df  augmenting,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  disposeable  force 
of  the  country  ?  —The  other  point  to  which 
[  referred  in  recommendatiQn  of  this  plan 
is,  that  of  its  removing  the  present  existing 
obstacles  to  the  regular  mode  of  recruiting. 
These  obstacle*  are  those  which  arise  fVorai 
the  competition  between  the  several  species 
of  fotce,  and  from  the  high  bounties  which 
are  now  given  to  raise  men  for  the  army  of 
reserve.     As  long  as   the  system  shall  be 
allowed  to  prevail,  of  calling  upon  any  per- 
son to  serve  either  by  himself^  or  by  paying 
a  heavy  fine,  a<  individuals  are  liable  to 
under  the  existing  laws,  so  long  it  is  im- 
possible to  hope  auriqg  a  time  of  war,  to 
reduce  the  bounties  within  moderate  terms. 
Any  person  not  finding  a  substitute  is  liable 
to  a  fine  of  20I.  and  that  during  every 
succeeding  year ;    the  parishes  also    are 
liable  to  a  fine  of  20I.  at  each  quarter  ses- 
sions till  the  vacancies  shall  be  supplied. 
The  powerful  motive  thus  pressing   both 
upon  individuals  and  parishes  to  free  them- 
selves from  such  a  burden  induces  them  to 
offer  high  bounties  to  obtain  substitutes.    X 
do  not  mean,  however,  to  call  in  question 
the  original  policy  of  the  act  of  the  army  of 
reserve,  under  the  existing  emergency ;  but 
I  cannot  consider  it  as  one  intended  for  a 
permanent  measure.     My  wish  tlien  is,  that 
we  may  possess  the  advantage  resulting  from 
the  original  meagre,  but  llmt  we  may  guard 
at  the  same  time  £^tnst  the  inconveniency 
which  has  been  coilateraliy  introduced.     I 
wish,  therefore,  to  pi^pose  a  mode  of  bal- 
lot less  burdensomei  by  imposing^  a  moderate 
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fine,  and  excluding  those  on  iX^hom  the  bal- 
lot shall  fall  from  every  temptation  to  offer 
extraordinary  bounties.  But,  at  the  same 
ti'ue,  my  proposal  maintains  the  principle, 
that  the  person  shall  either  serve  or  fine.  If 
the  person  decUnes  to  serve,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  ballot  shall  go  on  ;  but  if  no  such 
person  willing  to  serve,  norl^ubstitute  can 
be  found  by  the  individual,  then  the  parish 
shall  be  bound  to  provide,  but  guarding,  at 
tlie  same  time,  thai  no  higher  bounty  shall 
be  offered  than  that  wlwch  is  already  fixed 
by  law.  I  propose  that  the  call  to  be  made 
on  each  county  for  the  supply  of  this  force 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  its  population,  and 
according  to  the  regulations  already  framed 
in  the  acts  for  raising  the  niili.ia  and  the 
array  of  reserve,  and  that  the  deputy  lieu- 
tenants shall  arrange  the  numbers"  to  be 
raised  in  each  division.  But  where  indivi- 
duals are  unwilling  to  serve  personally,  then 
the  parishes  shall  be  obliged  to  raise  the  spe- 
cified number.  I  mean  to  suggest,  that  the 
means  of  recruiting  be  referred  to  the  parish 
officers^  to  those  who  may  be  supposed  to 
have  acquaintance,  and  a  degree  of  influ- 
ence in  their  respective  parishes),  and  I 
tvould  propose  that  in  the  event  of  indivi- 
duals being  fined,  such  parishes  shall  incur 
no  pecuniary  burden  whatever,  and  I  wish 
this  fine  not  to  be  considered  in  the  nature 
of  a  lax,  as  it  is  called  for  only  as  the  price 
of  service.  It  is  by  no  means  my  desire  to 
convert  this  inaptitude  for  service  into  any 
tnedium  of  taxation,  nor  to  call  for  public 
contributions.  Therefore,  if  persons,  in 
their  respective  parishes,  can  be  induced, 
throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  to  in- 
fluence their  neighbours  to  come  forward,  I 
consider  that  it  ought  to  lie  with  the  state  to 
£nd  the  means  of  paying  the  men  thus  to  be 
brought  forward,  and  that  the  receiver  gene- 
ral of  the  land  tax  be  empowered  to  advance 
the  money*  Jt  is  only  in  the  event  of  de- 
fault, and  the  parish  not  finding  recruits  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  jhat  I  propose 
the  fine  shall  fall  upon  it;  but  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  certain  and  moderate  fine 
t^'^hich  they  shall  be  required  to  pay  shall  be 
carried  to  the  general  rccruitirig  fund.  The 
effect  of  this  measure,  I  think,  w  ill  be  to 
afford  a  stropg  inducement  to  parishes  to 
procure  men,  if  -men  can  be  found ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  the 
.  local  acquaintance,  the  exertions,  and  in-> 
fiueoce,  V(hicb  parish  ofiicers  may  be  sup- 
posed to  hare,  will  be  found  a  much  better 
moans  of  producing  the  force  wanted,  than 
a  gencralr  loose  systetn  of  recr ui  ting.  Add 
to  which,  that  whatever  be  the  advantage 
gained  ]>J  the  method  npi?  suggested^  it 


will  be  gained  without  any  sacrifice  of  the 
other  means  of  general  recruiting,  either  of 
those  now  in  use,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  adopted.  The  benefit  accruing  from  this 
measure  may  be  fully  expected  to  result 
fVom  it,  whilst  we  arc  assured  that  the 
bounties  to  be  granted  will  not  be  so  large 
as  those  given  to  recruits  for. the  regular 
army.  I  confess,  therefore,  that  I  feel  san- 
guine in  my  expectation  that  the  general 
outline  of  this  measure  must  receive  the  ge- 
neral approbation  of  all  who  are  anxious  to 
improve  our  means  for  establishirjg  and  in- 
creasing our  regular  army,  and  must' parti- 
cularly meet  with  the  approbation  of  eveiy 
gent,  who  is  c*onvinced  that  it  is  needful 
that  the  obstacles  to  the  recuruiting  service 
ought  to  be  removed,  or  at  least  diminished. 
This  plan  furnishes  a  considerable  prospect 
of  increasing  the  army,  and  at  the  same  tim6 
of  diminishing  the  hardships  which  the- 
country  has  already  suffered  from  the  pre- 
sent method  of  recruiting.  At  all  events, 
the  trial  ought,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  to 
be  made,  because  it  can  be  done  without 
hazard  to  any  other  system,  on  which,  I  am 
apprehensive,  we  must  exclusively  rely,  if 
this  plan  be  not  adopted.  I  have  no  doubt, 
but  that  by  rigidly  enforcing  the  pro.visions 
of  the  army  of  reserve,  an  addition  might  be 
raised ;  at  the  same  time,  I  believe,  that  the 
measure  I  wish  now  to  propose  is  as  likely 
to  be  effectual,  and  with  less  hasardship, 
whilst  it  appears  to  m'e  better  calculated  to 
increase  our  regular  army,  and  remove  those 
heavy  fines,  high  bounties,  and  other  incon- 
veniencies,  which  result  from  the  present 
system  of  reci#ling.  3dly,  If,  however, 
the  cise  should  happen,  that  the  parishes 
should  not  be  able,  with  the  bounty  found 
them  by  govt.,  to  raise  their  proportion  of 
men,  the  next  question  will  be,  how  is  the 
quota  to  be  supplied  ?  I  propose  that,  in 
this  case,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  dis- 
trict shall  be  empowered  to  raise  the  defici- 
encies, by  means  of  regular  recruiting,  and 
that  he  shall  pay  the  same  bounty  to  the 
men  thus  raised  as  the  parishes  were  to  have 
done,  but  less  than  what  is  allowed  to  re- 
cruits for  the  regular  army.  In  this  case,  I 
think  it  is  probable  that,  in  large  manufac- 
turing towns,  there  may  be  found  a  nutp- 
ber  of  persons  willing  to  enlist  for  a  limited 
service,  and  who  may  be  afterwards  induced 
to  go  into  the  regular  army.  As  this  part  of 
,  the  recruiting  service  will  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  officers  of  the  army,  with  the 
bounty  fixed,  and  less  than  that  allowed  fot 
recruiting  the  regular  army,  it  cannot  in- 
dtflcc  persons  to  enter  into  this  species  of 
force,  who  hiight  Otherwise  be  disposed'  tor 
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enter  the  regular  army ;  but  it  may  induce 
persons  to  enter,  in  the  first  instance,  for  a 
lioiiied  service,  who,  after  being  accustom- 
ed to  the  habit  of  a  military  life,  may  after- 
wards fed  disposed  to  volunteer  into  the  re- 
gular forces.     Thus,  this  part  of  the  plan 
proposes  one  great  advantage;  whilst,  if  it 
should  fail,  it  can  produce  no  disadvantage, 
I  think  that  my  plan  will  afford  a  consider- 
able alleviation  to  the  hardships  which  the 
country  has  suffered  since  the  war;-  that  it 
will  render  the  call  effectual,  which  has  •been 
already  made  upon  the  country ;    and,  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  will  enforce  the  mea- 
sures already  adopted,  but  by  modes  more 
dement  than  those  before  thought  of.  With 
respect  to  fhose  parts  of  the  country  which 
have  become  liable  to  heavy  fines  for  not 
having  made  good  the  entire  complement  of 
men  required  of  them,  it  is  to  be  considered 
that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  every  parish  is 
liable  to  be  assessed  for  every  quarter  of  a 
year  j  and,  for  every  man  that  is  found  de- 
ficient, to  suffer  those  penalties  to  be  ex- 
acted,   and  judgments   inflicted,     I    think 
would  be  an  act  of  considerable  severity  5 
at  the  same  time,  it  will  be  more  cheerfully 
submitted  to,  if  it  be  stated  that  they  may  free 
themselves  from  these  fines,  by  raising  the 
men  required  according  to  my  plan.  I  think 
that  where  there  is  an  accumulation  of  fines, 
and  these  fines  not  enforced  when  they  took 
place,  it  would  be  unfair  on  the  part  of  the 
public  to  enforce  them,   if  it  be  found  that 
there  is  any  difficulty  in  the  act  for  enforc- 
ing the  payment  of  them  as  soon  as  they 
become  due.     But  it  appears,  that  in  the 
practical  execution  of  the  act,  various  diffi- 
culties have  occurred  in  the  way  of  enforc- 
ing tlie  penalties.    The  commanding  officer 
has  been  unable  to  make  out  the  necessary 
certificates  in  time  to  shew  tiie  justices  at 
their  quarter  sessions.     Therefore  we  are 
not  to  wopder,  nor  be  discouraged,  if  the 
act  should  not  have  reached  its  full  effect. 
And  when  it  is  considered,  that  since  the 
war,  we  have  had  to  raise  both  the  army  of 
reserve,  and  also  to  make  a  considerable  in- 
crease to  the  niililia,  no  argument  can  be 
brought  to  prove  that  a  more  successful  call 
may  not  be  made  upon  those  parts  of  the 
country  that  have  hitherto  been  found  defi- 
cient, and  that,  by  measures  less  oppressive, 
and  at  the  same  time  more  calculated  for 
giving  it  effect  in  a  summary,  expeditious, 
and  effective  manner. — I  have  now  farther 
to  propose,  that  the  forces  to  be  raised  be 
subject  to  the  same  limitation  of  service  as 
the  army  of  reserve  is,    namely,  for  ftro 
years,   or  during   the  continuance  of  the 
ri  and  for  six  months  after  theterminatioa 


of  it(    and  that,  whilst  tbey  coBtxhue  itf 
corps  of  such  a  description,  they  shall  not 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  for  foreign  ser- 
vice.    Then,  as,  to  the  manner  of  arranging 
this  force,  nothing  appears  to  me  better  cal- 
culated to  render  it  serviceable,  as  a  medium 
of  recruiting  for  the  regular  army,  than  the 
plan  of  annexing  the  whole  of  it,  in  tha 
form  of  second  battalions,  to  the  regular  army* 
The  house,  Sir,  are,  I  am  persuaded,  suffi*- 
ciently  aware  of  the  sort  of  connexion  that 
must  be  formed  between  the  two  battalioua 
attached  to  each  other  in  the  manner  I  pro^ 
pose.     The  promotion  of  ofiicers  must,  of 
course,    be    reciprocal  and  indiscriminate. 
The  consequence  of  this  will  be,  that  a  con- 
stant interchange  between  the  two  batta- 
lions will  be  taking  place.  The  officer  in  the 
second  battalion,  while  he  is  employing  his 
labour  to  complete  his  men  in  discipline, 
thinks  that  he  may  soon  meet  them  to  ano- 
ther situation,  and  reap  the  reward  of  hia 
labour  by  leading  them  with  honour  against 
the  enemy.      The*  soldiers,    on  the  other 
hand,  are  animated  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  by  this  reciprocity  of  services.    They 
cannot  hope  to  escape  from  their  present 
commanders,  who,  perhaps,  may  have  been 
the  witnesses  of  their  negligence,  their  carcf 
lessness,  or  their  want  of  spirit.     Tbey  have 
before  them  the  prospect  of  being  under  the 
command  of  the  same  officers,  under  other 
circumstances,  and,  therefore,  they  are  anx- 
ious to  avoid  that  sort  of  unmilitary  or  cri- 
minal conduct  which  jnay  subject  them  to 
tlie  censure  of  their  officers,  or  expose  them 
to  the  contempt  of  their  fellow  soldiers.     Jt 
is  to  be  recollected,  too,  Sir,  that  a  certain 
degree  of  affection  and  attachment  must 
arise  out  of  the  system  which  I  am  now  en- 
deavouring to  recommend.     It  is  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  that  the  intercourse  aris- 
ing  out  of  such  a  connexion  must  be  followed 
by  attachment.    The  interchange  of  habits 
must  beget  some  degree  of  affection.    A 
kind  of  family  feeling  must  be  created  in  the 
whole  body.     We  have  seen  that  out  of 
30,000  men  raised  last  year,   10,000  ware 
induced  to  join  the  tegular  army,  thpugh 
scattered  and  disjointed  over  the  whole  mass 
of  the  regular  troops  in  this  country.     How 
much  more  powerful.  Sir,  mu?t  such  a  feel- 
ing be,  when  the  connexion  between  fii^t 
acid  second  battalions  is  90  close  and  ani- 
mating as  that  which  I  have  now  descrit>ed  ? 
In  the  one  case  there  was  no  previous  tie  of 
attachment.    In  the  other,  there  will  be  all 
the  infloeioce  of  known  habits,  feelings,  ifad 
manners.— The  plan  which,  with  tlie  leave 
ol  thehoase,  I  wifth,  Sir,  to  submit  to  their 
i3oo«ldarat:o)i,  will,  i  trost,  appear  tohave 
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this  adldiiionat  advantage^  that  whilst  it  fur* 
Dishes  the  means  of  recruiting  tbe  regular 
army,  h  will  also  render  your  internal  tbrce 
more  complete,  respectable,  aod  capible  of 
atiswering  the  end  in  view— the  defence  of 
the  country.     Here  then   it  btands  recom- 
mended, on  the  ground  of  its  txung  ihtt  best 
JD  point  of  economy  and  national  policy,  for 
it  will  improve  tlut  quality  of  your  internal 
force,  and  make  one  man  equal  to  what  two 
were  before.     This  plan  has  the  farther  ef- 
fect of  rendering  your  regular  army  much 
iiH>re  capable  of  being  a,  disposable  force 
than  what  it  would  otherwise  be,  whilst  we 
should  hare  to  depend,  not  only  upon  the 
numbers^  but  oo  the  quality  of  our  troops. 
■—Whatever  aid  we  may  justly  expect  to  de- 
rive from  the  various  species  of  our  present 
existing  internal  force,  and  from  none  more 
than  from  the  numerous  and  highly  respect- 
able body  of  volunteers^  yet  ittsagretd^  on 
all  hands,  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  trust 
the  defence  of  tbe  country  entirely  to  those, 
who   whatever  loyalty  aod  zeal  they  have 
discovered,  and  even  training  they  have  had» 
yet  have  never-had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
actual  service,  and  who  agree  in  thinking, 
that  some  portion  of  experience,  and  prime 
military  service,  are  necessary  to  give  effect 
tu  their  laudable  eiertions.     But  adopt  the 
plan,  which,  with  the  \t»vc  of  the  bouse,  I 
mean  to  brmg  forward,  .and  you  will  not- 
then  be  onder  the  necessity  of  chaining 
down  any  great  part  of  the  regular  army.— • 
The  evplanation  which  1  have  now  given  to 
the  housQ,  nearly  comprehends  all  ihaL  ap- 
pears necessary  for  me  to  say  at  present,  by 
way  of  the  hrsi  d<:velopement  of  my  pro- 
posed plan   for  the  better  defence  of  the 
country.     My  object  then  is  to  reduce  the 
militia,  wliich  now  consi&t*^  of  74«OCO  men, 
to  its  former  establishment;  and  the  new 
force  about  to  be  created,  will  be  a  most  ino- 
portant  accession  to  the  country,  and  will 
become  a  great  source  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice.    It  will  also  have  the  efiEect  of  render- 
ing  tbe  ^rmy  completely  disposable;   nor 
caa   it  obstruct  any  improvements  which 
may  be  thought  necessary  in  our  military 
establishment.     Now,  as  to  the  propositioii 
with  respect  to  the  ballot,  the  only  way  in 
which  it  is  to  be  restrained,  is,  that  it  may 
give  us  the  ch'<ince  of  having  the  personal 
service  of  the  individual  to  be  ballotted  for ; 
and  who,  if  drawn,   may  consent  to  take 
tht  bounty  and  enter  into  the  service.    And 
.  if  he  does  not  enter,  lie  will  have  but  a  mo- 
<ierate  fine  to  pay.'   I  am  very  confident, 
Sir^  that  this  part  of  the  plan  will  have  the 
eficct  of  procuring  a  great  many  men.  on 
moderati;  bt^uoties,.  by  making  it  the  iuicrest 


oi  men  drawn  by  .ballot  to  enter.'    At  least 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  but  that  a  great 
many  more  of  them  will  enter  than  iliose 
who  have  hitherto  entered.    I  very  lately 
had  the  means  of  seeing  an  account  of  the 
number  of  those  ballotted  men  who  came 
personally  to  serve  in  the  force  1  am  speak- 
ing of;  and  I  can  assure  the  house  that,  out 
of  SOfOQOy  the  number  of  those  in  Great 
Britain  is  not  more  than  2  or  3000;  a  num- 
ber so  trifling,   that  every  body  must  feel 
how  little  benefit  was  likely  to  be  derived 
from  the  ballot,  as  it  has  hithero  been  con- 
stiiuted.       Besides     many    inconveniences 
arose  from  that  mode  of  ballot.    Som<;.  per- 
sons who  were  drawn,  could  not  pay  the 
fine ;  others  had  subscribed  sums  of  money 
to  ensure  themselves  against  being  drawn. 
Tbe  whole  sum  was  sometimes  given  to  the 
man  on  whom  the  lot  fell,  who  then  either 
found  a  substitute,   or  served  in   person. 
Here  no  such  inconvenience  will  result,  but 
the  effect  of  the  ballot  will  be  much  more 
productive.    With  all  the  defects,  tbe  ex- 
penses, and  the  inconveniences  of  the  sys- 
tem I  am  speaking  of»  I  would  still  be  ready 
10  recommend  it  to  the  house»  if  I  tlioughc 
it  was  material  towards  raising  men  for  the 
public  service.    «Bttt  when  I  see  the  ef- 
fect it  has  produced,  and  when  I  know  how 
few  nien,  out  of  those  drawn  by  ballot,  en*  , 
tered,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I 
gladly  avail  myself  i>f  such  a  plan  as  may  re- 
lieve the  individual  from  great  hardship;  I 
therefore  think  myself  justified  in  proposing 
the  present  plan.    It  is  my  intention,  there- 
,  fore,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
carry  it  into  effect.    If  the  house  will  per- 
mit the  bill  to  be  brought  in,  I  will  move  to 
have  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  the  house,  and  fix  on  some  convenient 
day,  suppose  Friday  next,  for  taking  it  into 
consideration  f  and,  in  the  course  of  next 
week^  the  house  may  enter  into  the  details 
of  the  ipeasure.    I  do  not  wish  to  do  any 
tiling  more  at  present  than  to  state  to  the 
house  those  points  in  which  the  plan  I  have 
now  stated,  differs  fronx  the  ideas  I  threw 
out  sometime  ago  upon  the  subject.   There 
are  some  otlier  circumstances,    connected 
with  our  military  system,  on  which  I  will 
take  another  opportunity  shortly  to  address 
the  house.    1  mean  to  bring  forward  some 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the 
army  in  general.    I  intend  also  to  bring  the 
subject  of  the  volunteers  before  the  consider* 
ation  of  tbe  house^  and  to  call  its  attention 
to  that  part  of  the  general  defence  act  which 
relates  to  the  enrolment  by  classes.    But  iis 
none  of  those  poin^  are  connected  with  the 
present  plan  I  ao^  at^^t  to  oSbr,  I  shaliiaf 
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the  present  confine  nwsrif  tothis  p!an  alone, 
I  therefore  move,  *•  ITiar  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  efttablishing  and  maintain- 
ing a  permanent  Additional  Force  lor  the 
defence  of  the  reafm^  and  for  supplying  his 
Majesty's  rrgolar  forcrn,  and  for  the  gra- 
dual redaction  of  the  militia  of  G.  Britain.*' 

Mr.  Windham  TOSt,  and  spoke  to  the  ^fol- 
lowing effect.— I  perfectly  concur  with  the 
ideas  of  my  right  hoo.  friend;  so  far  as  they 
regard  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  regular 
army,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the 
means  which  he  proposes  for  that  purpose,  are 
very  far  from  being  likely  to  prove  effectual. 
His  plan,  in  this  respect^  resembles  too  closely 
the  measures  which  have  been  pursued  for 
some  time  past  in  this  country.  In  many 
respects  I  confess  that  it  differs  from,  and  is 
much  superior  to,  that  hitherto  acted  upon. 
It  is,  notwithstanding,  liable  to  considerable 
obje<^tions.  Upon  subjects  of  this  kind  no- 
thing is  more  natural  than  that  there  should 
be  differences  of  opinion.  The  plan  pro- 
posed this  evening  is  very  different  from  that 
which  was  announced  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  some  time  since.  This  serves  to  sitew, 
that  even  within  a  short  space  of  time  my 
right  hon.  friend  himself  h^^  changed  his 
mind  upon  the  natnre  of  his  own  project} 
and  nnless  he  can  change  his  mind  still  fur« 
ther  upon  this  question,  I  can  hardly  flatter 
myself  that  I  shall  be  able  to  support  him. 
Indeed,  I  much  fear  that  our  sentiments 
are  fundamentally  different,  and  that  I  must 
h&  one  of  those  who  will  be  compelled  to 
resist  the  project  which  he  has  to  offer. 
What  the  points  are  on  which  I  must  oppose 
it  I  may  more  particularly  explain  upon  a 
future  occasion.  At  present  I  shall  only 
state,  ^nd  with  as  much  brevity  as  I  can,  the 
general  fundamental  principles  which  urge 
me  to  refuse  my  concurrence  to  some  parts 
of  this  proposition.  1  say  some,  becaof^e 
there  are  nuiny  parts  which  to  resist  would 
be  to  resist  myself — would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  sentiments  i  have  repeatedly  deli- 
liveredin  this  house^  and  which  I  hold  at 
present.  I  mean  that  particularly  which  re- 
lates to  the  reduction  of  the  militia.  This 
is  an  idea  which  I  threw  out  long  since,  and 
which  I  mtist  be  proud  to  find  seconded  by 
the  authority  and  talents  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  Althoogh  it  most  be  recollected, 
that  when  first  mentioned  it  was  very  much 
censured,  yet  now  it  appears  to  be  generally 
recognisMl  as  a  wise  and  eligible  expedient. 
Ano^r  point  of  the  plan  of  which  1 
approve  is^  the  rejection  of  the  principle 
of  Sobstitntion.  I  should  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  got  rid  of  this  principle  upon 
4m^  eoiMitioA  tf  oonmmting  tertice  for  a 


fixed  fine  5  in  which  way  certainly  the  evila 
of  exhorbitant  bo^nnties  would  have  been 
avoided  :  but  1  am  much  better  satisfied  to 
have  compalsory  service  put  an  end  to  al- 
together. Both  of  these  alterations  there- 
fore, namely,  the  reduction  in  the  amonnt 
of  the  militia,  and  the  abolition  of  com- 
pnlsory  service,  I  heartily  approve  of,  aiid 
either  expressly  or  by  implication  have  long 
sin<^e  recommended.  1  am  also  happy  to  un- 
derstand, from  my  right  hon.  friend  at  the 
close  of  his  speech,  that  it  is  his  intention  t« 
bring  forward  a  motion  for  a  change  in  tlie 
condition  of  service  in  our  regular  army,  bf 
which  I  conceive  him  to  mean,  that  men 
shall  be  enlisted  for  a  certain  term  of  yearft  ' 
in  lieu  of  the  present  custom.  This,  I  think, 
and  have  always  thought,  a  thing  so  de* 
sirable,  that  it  was  my  determination,  if  it 
had  not  been  taken  up  by  any  other  mem- 
ber, to  submit  the  question  to  the  consider- 
ation of  this  house,  f  am  glad  to  find 
that  the  idea  seems  to  be  adopted  by  aa 
hon.  gent,  who  is  so  capable,  from  his  si- 
tuation and  ability,  of  carrying  it  into  ef- 
fect.— Having  stated  those  parts  of  my  right 
hon.  friend's  intentions  of  which  I  approve, 
1  now  come  to  thfe  less  pleasant  part  of  my 
duty,  rtiat  of  stating  the  points  of  which  I 
disapprove.  In  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
proceeding  for  raising  men,  there  is  in- 
troduced an  injudicious  mixture  of  the  vo- 
luntary and  the  compuhory,  of  which  the 
latter  strikes  me  to  be  much  too  strong. 
This  was  one  motive  of  my  resistance  to  the 
army  of  reserve  bill,  the  principle  of  which 
is  preserved  in  the  plan  under  discussion ; 
and  I  remember,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
arguments  offrred  in  favonr  of  that  bill,  the 
principal  ground  relied  upon  by  its  advocates 
was,  that  it  would  go  to  raise  a  body  within 
a  short  time  more  effectually  than  could  be 
done  by  any  other  metho^.  This  argument, 
as  to  expedition,  which  was  founded  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  moment,  and  which  wai 
made  to  overcome  every  consideration  of 
future  advantage,  cannot  be  used  witk 
any  effect  now.  We  now  find  ourselves  in 
a  state,  in  which  what  h  called  present 
emergency,  can  no  longer  operate  to  re« 
move  from  our  minds  what  is  due  to  the 
consideration  of  consequences  which  may 
take  place  at  sobsequent  periods.  We  are  not 
now  called  upon  to  consult  for  the  present 
only.  Wears  at  least  in  circumstances  in 
which  we  have  a  little  pause  and  breathing* 
time  to  consider  what  is  g6od  for  the  country 
permanently,  as  well  as  for  the  present  mo- 
ment. If  we  were  not,  the  plan  proposed 
by  my  right  hon.  friend,  most  be  given  up 
allogetfeer^    for  with   #   view  to  present 
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4efisnce  it  doct  not  promise  to  effect  any 
thing.  On  the  other  haod,  its  provision9 
*re,  ai  I  before  observed,  in  a  very  consi- 
derable degree  compulsory.  If  the  danger 
te  be  guarded  against  were  imminent,  and 
that  a  levy  were  necessary  immediately^  un- 
questionably a  compulsory  proceeding  to  ob- 
tain that  levy  might  be  the  most  e^ectual.. 
Measures  of  that  sort  are  undoubtedly  in  their 
own  nature  the  speediest  and  most  certain 
in  thfsir  operation!  Nothing  seems  to  be  so 
sure  and  direct  in  a  case  where  men  are 
wan  ted »  as  to  pass  a  law,  by  which  men 
•hall  be  forcibly  taken.  But  here  care  is 
necessary,  to  consider  the  nature  and  consti- 
tution of  the  country  in  which  such  powers 
are  to  ^e  exercised.  What  is  good  for  Rus- 
sia or  Prussia  may  not  be  good  for  Great- 
jBritaio.  It  is  not  that  the  power  of  enacting 
such  laws  is  wanting  in  Great- Britain.  In 
evt^ry  country,  free  or  otherwise,  there  is  a 
power  that  is  supreme  ^  and  that  supreme 
power  mustj  by  the  very  description  and 
name  of  it»  be  capable  of  enacting  what- 
ever laws  it  pleases.  Whatever  the  King 
does  in  Prussia,  or  tlie  Emperor  in  Russia^ 
pr  the  Grand  Turk  in  Constantinople,  or, 
vtrhat  is  still  caoro,,  the  JSmperor  of  the  Qauls 
in  France,  that  may  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  legally  enact  in  Great^Britain, 
But  the  question  then  comes  not  merely  ay 
tp  the  propriety  of  such  enactments,  but  as 
to  the.meat^  of  carrying  them  intp  eiecu- 
tion,  and  according  to  those  means  will  be 
the  advantage  that  is  to,  be  expected  frotp 
f he  measure.  In  a  free. country,  therefore, 
in  a  country  like  this,  where  nothing  is  to 
be  done  but  by  regaUr  auth<Mri$y,  where 
every  thing  m'ust  be  conducted  according  to 
law  and  even  according  to  usage,  where 
there  mast  be  a  constant  regard,  not  only  to 
men't  rights,  but  even  to  their  feelings,  mea- 
►  sures  of  coropalsiop  will  often  fail  of  their 
effect,  and  show  themselves  to  be  ill-chosen, 
wheii  the  same  measures  in  countries  of  e 
different  description,  would  be  confessedly  the 
|QOSt  advant9geous  and  judi<;iqas.  Where 
j(ii^  constitution  of  thicigs  is  su^eh^  that  the 
jK>wer  of  the  state  can  go  Otaight  to  its  olj- 
ject)  where  the  sovereign,  as  in  Russia^  or 
^.in  old  times  in  this  country,  cm  call  uppn 
^s  great  lordS)  and  they  again  can  call  upon 
<ht}^  vassals;  where, as  in  Prussia  possiblyghe 
<aa  send  fortih  his  recruiters,  and  with  little 
^ren>ony  take  whatever  men  are  fitted  to 
Ais  puirpose,  there  compulspry  ojeasures,  as 
•ihey  are  unquestionably  the  most  simple^  so 
ihey  probs^iy  are  the  niost  oertftiii  and  effica- 
.'Ciou6^  but;  the  fevers^  Biajp  possibly  be  the 
<:ase,  where  they  ^i:e  to.be  load<?d  with  all 
.ti^e  restrij^tionsf  cx«eptiqns>  B^vi^.^iPQ- 


difications,  which  must  be  charged  upon 
them  in  this  country.  In  such  a  compli- 
cated system  of  movements,  half  the  power 
of  the  machine  is  lost  in  overcoming  the 
friction. — These  are  the  reasons  why  we 
must  not  conclude  that  a  measure  which  is 
good  in  one  country  must  be  equally,  or 
proportiooably,  so  in  another.  A  country 
and '  constitution  like  this  is  not  good  for 
measures  of  this  description.  Our  compul- 
sion is  not  good  compulsion.  It  has  not  the 
strength  and  flavour  of  that  which  is  the 
growth  of  more  congenial  climes.  It  would 
not  follow  necessarily,  even  if  it  had,,  that 
it  would  be  equally  beneficial  with  us  as  in 
other  places.  Inquiry  must  always  be  made, 
agreeably  to  what  is  the  fact  in  the  present 
instance,  how  the  compulsory  measure  is 
likely  to  operate  on  measures  of  voluntary 
exertion  that  are  to  be  going  forward  at  the 
same  time.  Inquiry  must  likewise  be  made 
whether  the  voluntary  measures  will  not  ren* 
der  the  compulsory  unnecessary ;  for  nobo^ 
dy,  I  suppose,  wishes  to  have  recourse  to 
compulsory  measures  if  you  can  do  without 
them. — In  the  present  instance,  it  happens 
both  that  the  compulsory  part,  as  there  is  alt 
reason  to  think,  ts  unnecessary,  the  volun* 
tary  being  sufficiet\t  without  it ;  and  that 
the  voluntary  will  not  be  able  to  do  its  wnrk, 
\f  the  other  is  persisted  in.  All  the  parishes 
are  to  be  called  upon  for  a  certain  number 
of  men,  to  enforce  their  production  of 
which  (so  much  is  their  inclination  doubted) 
ja  fine  is  to  be  levied  upon  such  as  fail  to 
furnish  their  complement  within  a  certain 
time.  It  is  understood  also,  that  the  militm 
^s  to.  be  suffered  gradually  to  waste  itself  to 
e  certain  number,  and  that  this  difference  is 
to  be  made  good  by  men  raised,  in  succession^ 
in  the  way  proposed,  and  who  are  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  this  new  army  of  reserve  ;  so  that 
for  the  regular  armyi  which  is  professed  to 
be  the  maio  object  in  view,  the  stock  which 
yrill  be  left  for  direct  recruiiiog,  will  be  those 
who  remain  after  deducting  the  aooount  of 
the  present  militia.  A  hope,  however,  is 
entertained  (and  this  is  the  great  strength  of 
the.  measure)  that  men  when  once  detached 
from  their  original  habits,  and  engaged  in 
military  life,  will  enlist  in  great  numbers 
from-  thflk  force  thus  to  be  created.  The 
fallacy  of  the  arguments  which  make  the 
foundation  of  ^is  hope  is  obvious,  for  it 
may  quite  as  well  happen,  that  after  men 
have  so  far  caught  the  military  spirit,  (or 
rather  so  %  lost  the  civil  one)  as  to  resolve 
4o  continue  soldiers,  they  should  jemain  in 
the  corps  firom  >vhieh  they  derived  this  feel* 
ing,  and  continue  on  ,the  home  service,  as 
.jthftfe  tl^y  should  «^Jtft  i^^^iw^tt^'deb 
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tJned  to  serve  abroad.  If,  however,  some 
inen  sjiould  so  tultr,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  many  will,  there  is  no  reascn  to  expect 
the  number  to  be  greater  than  will  be  neces- 
sary to  compensate  those,  who  having  ori- 
ginally been  disposed  to  a  military  life,  and 
being  persons  who,  if  no  such  limited  force 
had  otFered,  would  have  engaged  for  ge- 
neral service,  will  now  be  satisfied  with  the 
experiment  they  have  made,  will  have  sown 
their  wild  oats,  and  eiihcr  return  to  their 
former  employments,  or,  at  least,  continue 
in  that  species  of  service  in  which  they  find 
themselves  placed.  1  am  not  an  advocate, 
therefore,  for  providing  in  greater  abundance 
such  species  of  fojce.  I  do  ni)t  want  to 
multiply  the  opportunities  by  which  men, 
having  a  military  turn  and  disposed  to  be- 
take tbemselve>i  to  a  soldier's  life,  may  be 
drawn  into  services  in  which  that  propensity 
will  be  only  h.ilf-indulged,  and  in  which, 
in  quite  as  small  a  proportion,  the  public  ser- 
vice will  be  promoted.  I  have  the  strongest 
objections  to  this  new-fangled  schcmeot  di- 
viding our  public  force  into  two  parts  — of 
crippling  that  part  which  is  disposable,  and 
increasing  that  which  is  not,  in  the  ill- 
grounded  hope  of  providing,  through  the 
latter,  an  augmentation  for  the  former.  This 
is  the  modern,  indirect,  circuitous,  and  fal- 
lacious mode  of  recruiting  the  army. — It 
appears  now,  that  the  propriety  of  aban- 
doning the  balloting  system  is  admitted, 
and,  in  lieu  of  a  ballot,  my  honourable 
friend  proposes  to  raise  men  ii  another 
way ;  he  means  to  commit  the  recruit- 
ing to  parish  oilicers.  I  will  not  say  that 
this  is  not  an  improvement  compared  to 
the  mode  pursued  of  late,  which,  besides 
being  so  grievously  oppressive  to  individuals,  ■ 
interfered  so  materially  with  the  supply  of 
ihe  regular  army  by  high  bounties,  ace. ; 
but  yet  I  would  not  be  understood  to  believe  , 
that  the  plan  before  the  house,  will  not 
operate  considerably  in  the  same  way.  For 
although  the  amount  of  bounty  to  be  paid 
by  the  parish  officers  is  limited  in  form,  we 
can  have  no  security  that  that  bounty  will 
not  be  generally  exceeded.  Those  officers 
could  have  no  particular  motive  for  econo- 
my, and  ihey  must  have  a  strong  wish  to 
save  their  parishes  from  the  proposed  tine. 
This  wish  will  naturally  render  them  anxious 
to  procure  men,  and  ready,  if  necessary,  to 
give  an  advanced  bounty.  From  this  all 
the  evils  complained  of  under  the  army  of 
reserve  act  respecting  high  bounties  are,  in 
their  degrees,  likely  to  recur ;  f(«r  no  sum 
short  of  the  fine  will  of  course  be  scrupled,  so 
as  to  avoid  the  penalty,  by  raising  the  com- 
plement of  men.  Some  parishes  may,  from 
Vol.  II.  .    . 


pride,  even  exceed  tlie  fine  in  the  allowance 
of  bounty,  rather  than  not  bring  forward 
their  quota.— A  great  deal  hais  been  said, 
now  and  upon  former  occasions,  about  the 
hopes  to  be  formed  from  individual  exer- 
tion 3  but  this  appears  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether imaginar)'.  Nothing  can  be  conceived 
more  helpless  than  an  unfortunate  country- 
man, who,  in  the  midst  of  his  day's  work, 
or  at  his  return  home  tired  in  the  evening, 
is  told  that  a  ballot  has  taken  place,  and 
that  he  is  one  of  the  unlucky  number  upon 
whom  the  lot  has  fallen.  U  he  does  not 
happen  to  be  insured,  by  being  a  member 
of  an  association  club,  he  is  as  much  struck 
down  by  the  news,  as  he  would  by  ^ 
stroke  of  the  apoplexy.  His  first  resource  is 
probably  to  vent  his  complaints  among  bis 
neighbours  :  but  finding  that  this  is  but  of 
little  avail,  and  being  told  by  some  one  of  a 
substitute  that  has  been  heard  of  in  a  parish 
not  far  distant,  he  sets  out  on  bis  mission, 
roaming  about,  like  David  Simple^  looking 
for  a  tiue  friend.  In  this  way  he  wanders 
on,  from  house  to  house,  and  from  village  to 
village,  spending  hfs  money,  losing  hi-;  time, 
tiring  his  horse,  (or  his  neighbour's  horse, 
as  the  case  may  be)  filling  the  alehouses 
with  his  complaints,  but  helping  to  empty 
them  of  their  beer,  till  good  fortune  or 
good  advice  directs  hfm  to  one  of  those  obr 
noxious,  but,  in  these  cases,  necessary  per- 
sonages, called  a  crimp.  There,  at  least^ 
his  labour  ends ;  and,  by  the  help  of  some 
-JO  or  50  guineas,  he  is  enabled  to  procure  a 
recruit  for  the  service,  and  an  exemption  for 
himself  J  at'  least,  until  the  recruit  shall 
happen  to  run  away.  The  same  thing,  with 
circumstances  in  a  slight  degree  varying, 
must  happen  in  the  case  of  the  parish  officers. 
What  means  upon  earth  have  the  parish 
officers  to  get  men  but  those  which  they 
ought  not  to  have  ?  This  measure,  therefore, 
which  among  its  othej  professions  professes 
to  abolish  crimping,  will  go,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  to  extend  and  establish  that  sys- 
tem. I  may  almost  say,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  :  f  r  if  the  parish  officers  do  not 
supply  themselves  in  that  way,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  they  must  have  recourse  to  more 
exceptionable  methods.  What  is  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  to  whom  they  will  first  apply } 
and  what  will  be  the  situation  of  any  of  those 
persons  .should  the  application  not  be  suc- 
cessful ?  A  man  dependent  on  the  parish,  or 
in  a  situation  of  lile  to  be  charged  with  ptity 
offences,  will  not  fare,  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, very  well,  should  the  officers  and 
principal  proprietors  of  the  parish  have 
deemed  him  a  fit  person  to  serve  hi,s  Maje.<j- 
ly,  and  he  by  chance  not  be  disposed  to  coa- 
I  i 
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cur  in  that  opinion.  Let  him  take  care 
how  he  applies,  on  his  Own  accoant,  or  that 
of  any  of  his  family,  for  parish  relief:  how 
he  is  seen  after  du^k  stepping  aside  from  the 
foot  path>  near  any  of  his  worsbip's  planta- 
tions. Without  saying  to  what  degree  these 
powers  will  be  abust-d^  it  is  su£cient  to 
know  (hat  the  bill  holds  out  the  sirongent 
temptation  \o  such  abuse  ;  nay,  that  its  vtry 
hopes  of  success  seem  to  be  founded  on  that 
supposition  :  for  if  the  parish  officers  are  not 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  powers  which  their 
office  gives  them,  what  advnntages,  I  must 
again  ask,  have  they  for  recruiting  beyond 
what  are  possessed  by  all  other  men  ?  For 
What  purpose  then,  it  is  to  be  inquired, 
are  these  consequences  incurred  ?  For 
increasing  the  regular  army  ?  Not  a  man 
in  the  first  instance  is  obtained  for  the 
regular  army.  All  these  compulsory  means 
produoe  nothing  hut  soldiers  for  home 
service.  To  engage  them  afterwards  for 
more  va!uaWe  »er\ice,  we  depend  on  the 
operation  of  bounties.  Our  forcing  pumps 
will  carry  the  water  only  to  reservoirs  of  a 
certain  height :  from  thence  it  must  be  re- 
tnoved,  to  the  level  at  which  it  is  wanted, 
by  machinery  of  another  kind. — The  idea, 
comes  then  to  be  considered,  fqunded  on  the 
supposition  that  a  force  of  this  limited  na- 
ture is  to  exist  and  to  be  made  the  instru- 
ment of  recruiting  the  regular  army, — of 
attaching  particular  regiments  of  one  service 
to  particular  regiments  of  the  other,  so  as 
to  give  to  each  regiment  of  the  line  a  pe- 
culiar and  appropriate  source  of  recruiting, 
in  the  battalion  of  the  army  of  reserve  that 
is  attached  to  it.  From  this  arrangement 
great  advantages  are  expected,  such  as  we 
have  heard  set  forth  with  all  the  embellish- 
ments of  my  hon.  friend's  eloquence.  It  is 
the  great  foundation  on  which  our  hopes  of 
giving  effect  to  the  plan  of  a  stationary  force 
as  a  means  of  recruiting  the  regular  army, 
are  made  to  rest.  But  of  this  arrangement 
It  must  be  observed,  that  while  it  afJ'ccts  by 
its  form  to  be  something  positive,  and  to 
confer  powers  not  before  possessed,  it  is  in 
truth  nothing  but  restriction  and  prohibition^ 
principles  mtrtly  negative,  and  by  which, 
>n  the  ftrst  instance,  powers  must  always  be 
taken  away  instead  of  being  ^iven.  When  you 
say  that  all  who  shall  enlist  from  the  army  of 
reserve  shall  enter  severally  into  such  and  such 
regiiTjents,  it  is  the  same  as  to  say,  that  they 
shall  (nierinto  no  other, — a  regulation  of 
which  the  prohibitory  part  is  far  more  ex- 
lensive  than  the  enacting,  and  which)  in 
the  first  instance,  therefore,  is  calculated  ra- 
ther to  diminish  the  numbers  of  those  who 
may  enter  than  to' increase  them,     Thcri?  is 


little  doubt  that  such  will  be  lU  final  efect; 
By  establishing  that  connexion  which  this 
plan  has  in  view,  such  a  provincial  character 
may,  it  is  possible^  be  imprinted  open  cer- 
tain corps,  as  may  create  motives  for  enter" 
ing  into  the  service  which  would  not  other- 
wise exist,  and  by  which  men  will  be  gained 
who  would  other\^ise  remain  in  the  hoooe 
battalions,  or  would  not  enter  the  service 
at  all.  But  against  this  roust  be  set,  the 
chance  that  this  provincial  character  will  ill 
innumerable  instances  never  be  established  j 
and  that  when  it  is,  it  will  not  by  any  means 
produce  effects,  equal  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  restriction,  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
brought  about.  To  make  a  corps  provincial, 
you  must  secure  to  it  exclusively  the  re- 
cruiting of  the  corresponding  battalion  i  in 
other  words,  you  most  deny  to  the  men  of 
that  battalion,  the  privilege  of  chusing  the 
corps  into  which  they  would  wish  to  enter. 
When  you  have  done  all  this,  such  may  be, 
from  various  causes,  the  necessity  of  supply- 
ing this  corps  from  other  quarters,  of  mak* 
ing  good  its  losses  by  other  means  than 
those  of  its  own  recruiting  fund,  that  its 
provincial  character  may  be  wholly  lost,  or, 
at  least,  but  very  imperfectly  traced:  and 
after  all  it  Is  to  be  considered  what  this  cha- 
racter will  do,  estimating  its  effects  accord- 
ing to  the  present  stale  of  society,  and  the 
motives  which  in  general  influence  those 
who  enter  the  army  as  soldiers.  The  bond 
of  local  or  county  connexion  is  far  less  strong 
than  it  was  in  this  country  40  or  50  years 
ago.  A  thousand  motives  will  operate  with 
men  in  the  choice  of  a  regiment  more 
powerful  than  their  attachment  to  the  name 
of  their  county,  or  even  than  their  desire 
of  finding  in  the  regiment  those  provincial 
properties  which  it  may  really  possess.  A 
roan  would  be  disposed  to  enter,  but  that 
the  regiment  to  which  he  must  now  be  con- 
fined is  abroad,  and  ,he  wants  to  stay  at 
home ;  or  is  at  home,  and  he  is  desirous  of 
seeing  the  world  or  has  an  ardour  for  ser- 
vice, and  would  wish  to  go  abroad.  The 
regiment  is  in  Canada  or  5jova  Scotia,  and 
he  wishes  to  go  to  Gibraltar ;  is  in  a  hot 
country,  and  he  wishes  for  a  cold  one,  or 
vice  vend.  For  county  connexion  he  carets 
nothing,  having  left  the  county  when  he 
was  a  boy 5  but  by  entering  with  the  re- 
cruiting party  now  in  town,  he  shall  go 
where  he  may  hope  to  see  again  his  old 
sweetheart,  Bet  such-a-one,  or  be  in  a  corps 
with  the  comrade,  witli  whom  he  worked 
in  London,  who  is  now  a  serjeanr,  and  may 
have  the  means,  perchance,  of  making  him 
a  corporal.  Such  are. the  motives  that  dic- 
tate the  choice  of  partitrular  regiments  among 
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private  soldiers ;  aad,  so  far  u  th^  operate, 
this  reguiatioQ  will  prove  injurious.  It  will 
prove  injurious^  too,  ia  the  case  of  an* 
other  class  of  men,  be  they  more  or  less 
namerous,  those  whom  my  righi  hoo.  friend 
has  particalarly  dwelt  un,  with  a  view  to  the 
discipline  which  he  hopes  to  eHtabii&h  io 
these  second  battalions.  If,  says  he,,  a  man 
by  idleness  or  misconduct  should  incur  the 
displeasure  of  his  officers,  he  cannot  hope 
to  e&cape  them  or  to  secure  impuniiy,  by 
enlisting  into  the  regular  army.  He  will  go 
into  4  corps  where  his  character  will  be  sure 
to  accompany  him,  and  where  he  will  meet« 
or  be  followed  by,  those  Very  officers  to  whofn 
his  good  or  ill  conduct  will  be  known.  It 
is  amazing  that  my  right  hon.  friend  did  not 
see,  that  this  was  a  reason  why  he  would 
not  go  into  the  corps  at  all,  and  not  being 
at  libeny  to  take  any  other,  would  remain 
to  t)ie  end  of  his  term  where  he  was.  In 
this  instance  therefore  at  least,  the  regu- 
lation in  que:ition  will  not  do  much  :  what- 
ever advantage:;  it  may  have  with  respect  to 
discipline,  it  will  not  advaocs  much  the  re- 
cruiting tor  the  regular  army.  I  see  on  the 
whole  nothing  in  this  plan,  for  which  so 
many  fair  promises  have  been  made,  that  k 
likely  to  have  any  oiher  effect  than  to  pro- 
duce a  largft  stationary  force  to  be  confined 
to  thb  country.  VViib  respect  to  expense, 
Considering  that  the  measure  does,  in  the 
first  instance,  fix  the  rate  of  bounty  higher 
4haa  has  ever  yet  been  known  as  paid  by 
government,  that  the  parishes  will  not  be 
•restrained  within  the  raie  so  fixed,  and  that, 
whatever  is  ultimately  given  by  the  parishes, 
more  must  of  necessity  be  given  to  men 
entering  for  general  service,  it  will  be  im- 
possible not  to  see,  that  in  this  view  also, 
the  measure  must  produce  eficcts  the  most 
injurious,  and  that  it  Jbolds  a  distinguiiihed 
place  in  that  system,  which  in  less  than 
forty  years  has  raised  the  price  of  a  recruit  in 
this  country  from  a  guinea,  to  the  ent»rn)ous 
amount  at  which  we  now  see  it.  Such  have 
•  been  the  glorious  fruits  of  a  system  of 
balloting  followed  up  by  the  principle  of 
commuting  personal  service  for  service 
by  substitute  !  —  Much  has  been  said  by 
my  right  honourable  friend  an4  others  of 
!  the  iufiuence  of  a  general  military  spirit 
10  the  country,  and  the  propriety  of  pro< 
-  moting  it.  Upon  this  point  I  must  say, 
that  my  opinion  has  always  been,  however 
paradoxical  it  may  ftppear«  that  to  put  a  na- 
tion in  a  state  in  which  every  man  was  a 
soldier,  was  not  the  way  to  make  a  military 
nation,  or  to  carry  the  military  strength  of 
a  country  to  its  greatest  height.  A  country 
ia  wbidx  every  maa  is  a  soldier,  is  a  couatry 


in  which  no  man  is  a  soldier.    A  system, 
such  as  is  now  proposed,  would  rather  serve 
to  damp  and  deaden  than  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  military  spirit,    jt  is  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose,  that  the  military  spirit 
of  a  country  is  cherished  and  kept  alive  by 
those  only  who  appear  in  the  military  cha- 
racter themselves.     The  irw-mllitary  part 
of  the   community    contribute    quite    as 
much  to  this,  and  in  a  manner  hardly  less 
direct.  They  are  the  spectators  or  audience,, 
without  whom  the  piece  would  no  more  be 
p^-rforrned  than  it  w  )uld  without  the  actors. 
Wc  need  go  no  furiher  for  a  proof  of  this, 
than  to  inquire  what  the  influence  is,  in 
promoting  ibe  military  spirit,  of  that  half  of 
the  community,  which  certainly  takes  no  part 
in  the  service,    i>amely,    the  women.    In 
France  formerly,  a  man  would  hardly  have 
been  spoken  to,  in  the  female  world,  who, 
not  being  engaged   by   some  oth^r  profes- 
sion,   had  parsed  his  youth  without  ser- 
vice io  the  army.    What  more  was  neces- 
sary ?     A  country  in  that  state  is  a  military 
country,  let   its  miliiary  establishments  be 
what  they  may:  And  the  f^ct,  in  this  in- 
8iance>  perfectly  corresponds  with  the  theo- 
ry J  for  if  we  look  round  the  world,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  military  countries  are  not 
those  in  which,   by  the  constiiution,   every 
man  is  enrolled  as  a  soldier ;  but  the  con* 
trary^     France,  the  most  military  coimtry, . 
has  nothing  but  its  army.     Prussia,  Russia, 
Austria,   in   like  manner.     Even  Switzer- 
land,  if  it  may  be  considered  as   military^ 
■^as  not  so  in  virtue  of  its  militia,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, who  had  served   in  foreign  armies. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  America,  and  in  the 
little  state  of  Geneva,  if  that  may  be  rec- 
koned, though   neither   certainly  were  con* 
sidcred  as  m  litary  states,  every  man  was  in 
some  way  or  other  a  soldier.    The  reason  of 
this  is  not  difficult  to  be  traced,  and  may  be 
coasidcred  as  two-fold  :   1st,  states  not  much 
engaged  in  wars,  and  with  whom,   there- 
fore, on  this  very  account,  the  military  spi- 
rit is  not  likely  to  run  high,  will   resort  to 
ihesystem  of  militia,  town  guards,  provincial 
enrolments,  and  other  establishments  of  that 
sort,  in  which  numbers  are  to  make  up  for 
quality;   and  2dly,  the   very  existence  of 
such  establishments,  instead  of  exalting,  will 
^tcnd  to  abate  whatever  military  feeling  there 
might  otherwise  be.    It  can  never  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  that  feeling  to  familiarize  men  to 
the  contemplation  of  soldiers  separated  from 
those  conditions  which  mJike  the  character^ 
respectable.      An   army   merely  defensive, 
and  that  can  from  the  nature  of  it  but  rarely 
see  dang«:r,  i&  deprived  at  the  outset  of  that 
1  i  2 
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which  forms  the  real  and  vital  principle  of 
those  sentiments  which  the  military  character 
is  calculated  to  inspire.  It  will,  moreover, 
rarely  be  found  to  be  a  good  army.  Yet,  upon 
these  all  the  military  distinctions  insignia, 
and  decorations,  are  lavistied  in  as  great 
profusion,  as  upon  troops  in  which  the  mili- 
tary character  is  complete.  We  may  see 
how  the  fact  is  in  that  respect  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  in  our  own  country,  but  we 
do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  sensible  of  what  are 
likely  to  be  the  effects.  The  volunteers 
have  cloaihs  a?  fine,  feathers  as  high,  music 
of  as  martial  a  character,  decorations  of  all 
sorts  as  captivating  ani  imposing  as  those  of 
the  regular  troops,  if  we  continue  to  pur- 
sue this  course,  diffusing  this  lustre  of  mili- 
tary distinctions  on  that  which  is  not  military, 
ind  obscuring  and  eclipsing  the  regular  army, 
there  is  danger,  that  the  real  miliiai'y  cha- 
racter may  not  only  be  enfeebled  but  destroyed . 
If-  you  will  resort  to  a  contrary  coifrse,  the 
true  military  spirit  may  again  revive,  and 
operating  generally  and  powerfully,  like  the 
air  we  breathe,  resume  before  long  its  pro- 
per influence,  and  produce  its  natural  ef- 
fects. If,  in  thus  objecting  to  (he  plans 
submitted  by  my  right  hoii.  friend  and 
others,  I  should  be  asked,  whether  I  had 
any  plan  of  my  own  to  propose,  I  should 
answer,  none;  nor  do  I  think  any  necessary. 
The  only  change  I  desire  at  present,  rs,  to 
abolish  the  plans  lately  adopted,  and,  in  the 
system  of  the  army,  to  enlist  men  for  a  cer- 
tain term  of  years,  instead  of  the  practice 
which  now  prevails  of  enlisting  men  for  life. 
Let  things,  in  other  respects,  go  on  as  for- 
merly, and  there  will  npt,  I  apprehend,  be 
any  reason  to  complain.  I  cannot  see  why 
all  the  machinery  of  law  should  be  set  to 
work  upon  our  established  military  system. 
My  only  wish  is  to  have  it  rt-leaiicd  from 
that  machinery— to  have  all  tlie  obstructions 
in  its  way  removed.  A  great  medical 
writer,  of  the  last  century,  Ii^s  laid  down 
a  maxim  for  the  conduct  of  the  undt^r- 
Standing  in  matters  of  science,  which  may 
be  applied  with  little  variation  to  the  re- 
giilation  of  men's  conduct  in  civil  and 
practical  )ife.  Fera  cernlt  qui  alicna  rejiat. 
Truth  will  appear  as  soon  as  you  get  rid  of 
error.  Affairs  will  often  proceed  perfectly 
well,  if  you  will  only  remove  the  impedi- 
ments and  obstrnctipns  that  are  turning  ihcm 
from  their  proper  course.  Something  analo- 
gous to  this  idea  is  what  I  should  recommend 
upon  the  subject  before  the  house.  With 
good  managetrent,  I  am  quite  sure  that 
men  enough  could  be  found  iq  this  country 
fur  the  ample  recruiting  ofour  regular  army. 
There  is  uO  sotfrcHf  of  poptilalion.    On  Ib^ 


contrary,  it  is  fiir  more  considerable  than  at 
any  former  period  ;  and  there  can  bd  no 
doubt  that  with  the  aid  of  proper  encourage- 
ment andcounteijance,  by  the  grant  of  certain 
privileges  and  immunities  to  those  who  had 
served  in  the  army,  such  as  are  granted  with 
sufhcient  liberality  to  all  w1k>  have  served  in 
the  militia,  (viz.  the  right  of  setting  op 
trades  in  corporate  towns,  &c.)  in  general 
by  securing  to  the  army  its  proper  proportion 
of  the  benefits  attached  to  other  m6des  of 
life,  a  supply  woald  be  found  of  men  wil- 
ling to  become  soldiers,  as  ample  and  at 
well  proportioned  to  the  demand,  as  of  men 
ready  to  engage  in  any  other  trade  or  calling. 
I  cannot  believe  it  possible  that  there  should 
not,  when  1  reflect  that  the  poors*  rates  of 
this  country  amount  annually,  according  to 
the  account  on  the  table,  to  5,000,0001.  and 
when  I  recollect  tlie  extraordinary  measure 
lately  taken  in  Scotland,  the  policy  of  which 
by  the  bye  I  very  much  doubt,  of  granting 
such  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal,  in  order  to  give  em- 
ployment to  the  poor  of  that.district,  and  lo 
prevent  their  enrigmtion  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try. This  idea  of  laying  a  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  employment  for  a 
particular  class  of  persons,  1  cannot  but 
consider  as  a  real  poor  rate.  It  is  ac- 
cordingly liable  to  all  the  ob)ectiorA 
chargeable  upon  measures  of  that  descrip- 
tion. I  mention  if  here  for  the  purpose 
of  showing,  that  the  prospect  for  recruit- 
ing our  army  is  by  no  means  discoa- 
raging,  either  on  the'  score  of  our  popula- 
tion pr,  (unhappily),  of  the  8*ate  in  which  a 
great  part  of  that  population  is  placed. 
But  I  am  then  told  of  our  trade,  and  the 
numbers  employed  in  various  branches.  I 
have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
trade  is  favourable  to  recruiting,  and  not  less 
so  perhaps  in  its  (loorishitig  and  growing 
than  in  its  declining  state.  It  is  rarely  that 
trade  can  advance  rapidly  without  great 
fluctoatitujs,  the  trade  receding  in  one  chan- 
nel as  it  flows  into  another  j  and  thus  nuna- 
bers  are  successively  left  out  of  employment, 
and  glad  to  betake  themselves  for  subsis- 
tence to  the  provision  which  the  army 
offers.  From  these  considerations  I  can  see 
no  foundation  for  the  endeavours  so  pften 
made  to  ascribe  to  scarcity  of  population  the 
diflficulty  which  recruiting  for  the  Tcgufkt 
army  has  met  with  for  some  time  back.  Lei 
us  try  to  strip  that  recruiting  of  the  impedi- 
ments which  have  hitherto  surrounded  it  i 
and  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  we 
should  despair  of  seeing  it  go  on  well.  At 
all  events  let  the  experiment  be  fairly  tried. 
Noone  surely-w^tiUd  wisl^ .  t,a  have  cecoorse 
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to  measures  of  compulsion  in  the  first  in* 
itance.  When  measures  of  another  sort  have 
been  tried  and  failed ;  when  we  have  em- 
ployed, without  effect,  the  plain,  obvious, 
and  ordinary    methods,  then  will  be  time 
enough   to  resort  to  the  harshness  of  com* 
pulsory  measures,  and  such  strange,  wild, 
and  new  faogled  projects  as  that  which  is 
now  proposed.  —  Upon  the  whole  1  can- 
not persuade  myself  to  assent    to   a   pro- 
position  that  has  no  immediate  object  but 
to    form    a  stationary    and    half   military 
for^e  ;  and  no  tendency  to  increase  our  re- 
gular  army  but  tlirough  the  medium  of  a 
process  from  which  I  have  no  hopes-^by  a 
kind  of  double  distillation,  of  which  no  one 
has  hitherto  shown  either  the  use  or  the  ne- 
cessity.    A  notion  seems  to  prevail,  that  a 
soldier  is  a  thing  that  cannot  be  produced  by 
one  continued  act.     That   there  must  be  a 
second  operation.     We  create  this  army  of 
men  for  limited  service,  as  a  kind  of  false 
stomach  in  which  the  aliment  is  to  be  lodged 
for  a  time,  till  it  can  be  removed  to  it<)  pio- 
per  receptacle,   and  there  finally  elaborated 
for  the  use  and  sustenance  of  the  state.     Of 
the  whole  of  this  plan  the  house  lias  heard 
enough  before.     Experiments  have  been  al- 
ready made  upon  many  parts  of  it,  and  cer- 
tainly not  with  such  juccfss  as  to  encourage 
a  perseverance  in  tlie  system.     But  nothing 
wi41  deter  us.    There  is  a  perfect  passion  for 
legislating  upon  this  subject,  and  for  effect- 
ing every  thing  by  the  most  complicated  and 
circuitous  means.     My  hon.  friend  seems  to 
be  actuated  by  the  same  sort  of  feeling  as 
tliat  of  the  lover  in  the  Apprentice,    who 
when  he  is  to  escape  with  his  mistress,  will 
not  suffer  her  to  go  out  by  the  street  door, 
though  he  is  told  it  is  open,  but  insists  upon 
her  descending  firom  the  window,    by  the 
means  of  his  ladder  of  ropes.     It  is  in  vain 
that  the  maid  protests  that  the  door  is  opea, 
and  her  mistress  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
walk  down  the  great  stairs.    Oh  no  I  says 
he,  bnt  what  then  becomes  of  my  rope-lad- 
der ?     Such  is  in  truth  the  language  of  the 
present  moment.     In  all  this  multiplication 
of  plans  I  repeat,  that  very  little  is  to  be 
found  congenial  with  the  true  military  sys 
tern   of  the  country.     Every  thing  that  has 
yet  been  brought  forward  on  the  subject  has 
proved  to  be  extravagant,  and  calculated  to 
produce  the  opposite  of  good  towards  the 
substantial  defence  of  the  country  >   and  of 
the  same  nature  I*  am  persuaded  will  the 
plan  be  which  the  house  has  just  heard. 
I  am  ready  to  ssy  that  no  roan  is  more  com- 
petent to  devise  a  plan  requiring  great  com- 
bination of  parts,  than  my  hon.  friend;  but 
my  persuasion  on  this  subject  is,  that  no  luch 


plan  is  necessary ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
must  be  injurious,  particularly  when  found- 
ed on  the  principles  of  (he  system  for  somd 
time  back  acted  upon  j  and  therefore  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  express  my  disapprobation  of 
the  project  he  has  submitted  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  after  the  countrjr 
and  the  house  had  been  so  repeatedly  told  of 
the  incapacity  of  his  Majesty's  late  ministers^ 
for  upwards  of  a  month  past^  he  could  not 
refrain  from  expressing  his  surprise  to  find 
the  proposals  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  were 
nothing  better  than  carrying  into  effect  the 
▼cry  plans  of  those  who  were  styled  ineffi- 
cient ministers,  by  suspending  the  army  of 
reserve,  and  raising  an  additional  militia. 
He  thought  that  the  recruiting  by  parish  of- 
ficers would  be  found  wholly  ineffectual, 
and  that  it  would  inteifere  with  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  regular  army,  notwithstanding 
that  the  bounty  was  intended  to  be  lower 
for  the  one  service  than  for  the  other. 

Mr.  y^ddifigton  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
differed  considerably  with  the   right  hon. 
gf-ntleman  who  had  brought  forward  this 
bill.     The  strong  objection  he  felt  originally 
to  the  plan  proposed  was,  that  it  was  of  a 
compttl'sory  character;  and  under  the  free 
constitution  unde^r  which  we  lived,  we  ought 
not  to  expect  that  which  only  belonged  to 
despotic  governml;nts ;  they  must  make  op 
their  minds  not  to  expect  to  ingraft  upon 
•that  constitution,    anomalies    which    were 
wholly  foreign  to  it.  The  present  plan,  how- 
ever, was  not  in  every  respect  similar  to  that 
last  proposed  by  the  right  hon*  gent ,  bat  at 
tlie  same  time,  with  i-espect  to  the  augmenta-r 
tion  of  the  militia,  he  still  remained  of  opi- 
nion that  it  was  a  wise  measure,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  of  any  proposal  for  a  reduction 
of  thai  description  of  force.     It  was  also  to 
be  observed,  that  the  militia  bad  been  chiefly 
kept  up  by  means  of  substitutes  drawn  from 
volunteer  corps.     This  fore©  was  altogether 
of  so  advantageous  a  nature,  that  he  could 
not  consent  to  its  reduction,  unless  some- 
thing better  was  proposed  in  its  stead.    An 
iiuexampled  force  bad  been  raised  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  yet  the  dif- 
ference made  in  recruiting  for  the  army,  and 
during  the  last  year,  amounted  only  to  one- 
fourteenth,  and  therefore  experience  did  not 
prove  that  there  was  any  pressing  necessity 
for  a  measure  to  expedite  the  recruhing  ser- 
vice.   Out  of  the  army  of  reserve  1 3,000  had 
already  entered  into  the  regular  army,  and 
of  the  remaining  17  or  l%flOO  men,  they 
might  look  for  a  large  proportion  for  the 
same  service.     Under  these  circumstances, 
he  should  hope  that  the  house  would  not 
agree  to  the  measure  proposed  by  the  right 
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kon;  gent,  at  this  teaton  of  tbe  year;  but  if 
the  house  detertmned  that  the  bill  should  be 
brought  in*  and  he,  §ot  one,  should  not  ob* 
ject  to  it,  he  hoped,  after  it  had  been  read  a 
first  time,  that  the  2d  reading  would  be  put 
off  to  neit  session.  He  was  the  more  in* 
cUned  to  press  this,  as  there  was  no  imme* 
diate  necessity  for  its  adoption,  and  there 
was  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  mea- 
sure might  prove  either  nugatory  or  veia* 
lions  and  onpressive.  It  appeared  something 
similar  to  tne  quota  act  of  last  war»  which 
caused  a  very  large  expense,  without  pro* 
ducing  any  real  advantage.  He  concluded 
by  observing,  that  he  should  defer,  till  the 
second  reading,  any  farther  objection  which 
be  might  have  against  the  bill. 

Lord  C€LStleriagh  said,  he  was  inclined  to 
support  the  measure  upon  those  general 
grounds  on  which  he  thought  the  house 
ought  to  decide.  The  precise  military  situa- 
tion of  the  coun^  ought,  upon  such  an  oc- 
.cdsion,  to  be.pattimiarly  taken  into  view,  as 
well  as  the  degree,  of  necessity  for  military 
efforts.  The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) appeared  on  this,  as  well  as  on  all  for- 
mer occasions,  to  found  his  opinion,  that  the 
security  of  the  country  at  home,  and  its  ef- 
forts abroadb  tnight  be  trusted  to  the  ordi- 
nary recruiting  of  the  regidar  army,  which 
recruiting  he  himseHf  had  once  tlieoght  was 
to  be  considerably  assisted  by  a  small  and  li- 
mited .  miltiia.  It  had  been-  long  since 
thought  expedient  to  raise  the  militia  to  its 
present  height,  and  besides  that  species  of 
force  to  raise  an  army  of  reserve,  which  had 
in  one  respect  equalled  the  expectatioos  that 
were  formed,  by  the  great  proportion  which 
had  entered  into  the  regular  army.  The 
country  was  now  however  in  a  different  si- 
tuatioo}  and  though  parliament  and  the  spi- 
rit of  the  people  had  already  done  much,  yet 
something  niore  was  still  necessary  to  be  ef- 
fected. Although  it  appeared  so  necessary 
to  cease  addiug  to  the  force  for  a  limited  ser- 
vice, yet  he  was  doubtful  as  to  the  propriety 
of  allowing  the  militia  to  decrease.  No  man 
could  say  that  parliament  would  be  warrant- 
ed in  the  abandonment  of  all  limited  service 
in  order  to  adopt  other  measures  rendered 
necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country. 
AVhatsver  might  be  argued  against  the  con- . 
veoience  of  the  m^ure,  be  thought  it  was* 
impossible  to  object  to  the  plan  as  being  se- 
vere»  It  was  in  general  much  more  mild  in 
its  nature  than  some  acts  lately  passed,  and 
which  he  had  supported.  A«  f^r  as  existing 
vacancies  in  the  army  of  reserve  were  con- 
cerned, it  certainly  must  be  reckoned  e6i- 
cient  in  its  nature.  It  was  men  and  not 
money  that  we  were  in  want  of,  and  there- 


fore individuals  would  be  relieved  of  the  e^ 
feet  of  this  bill  by  the  meie  exertion  of  find- 
ing a  recruit,  the  state  being  prepared  to  re* 
lieve  them  of  all  expenses  whatever.  It  was 
a  valuable  object  in  point  of  policy  that  our 
limited  force  should  be  officered  by  gentle* 
men  brought  up  to  the  [irofession  of  arms 
from  their  early  years,  which  was  not  a  cir- 
cumstance ronch  attended  to  in  the  militia. 
His  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Addingtoo),  had 
suggested  the  propriety  of  putting  off  this 
bill  to  another  session  ti  parliament,  after  it 
had  gone  through  a  first  reading,  but  there 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any  reason  for 
such  a  postponment— It  had  been  said  that 
the  parish-officers  would  in  this  case  become 
as  it  were  a  recruiting  serjeant ;  but  every 
one  most  feel  that  it  is  the  interest  of  ^vtry 
individual  in  a  parish  to  lend  his  exertions 
towards  raising  men,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
exaction  of  fines  in  lieu  of  the  army  of  re* 
serve.  It  was  hard  to  complain  of  the  mea- 
sure, both  on  account  of  its  severity  and  <^ 
its  mildness.  If  it  would  do  no  great  good^ 
gentlemen  must  admit  that  it  would  do  no 
great  harm.  He  did  not  see  that,  as  far  as 
the  proposal  went,  it  was  to  be  reckoned  one- 
rous upon  the  parish.  He  concluded  with 
giving  his  cordial  support  to. 

Sir  /r.  Geaty  said,  that  he  considered  the 
proposed  measure  unjust,  when  he  heard  it 
said  that  individuals  motst  either  find  men  or 
pay  fines;  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  well 
known,  that  parishes  could  not  find  th^ir 
proper  quota  of  men.  The  proposed  bill 
was,  therefore,  to  be  looked  on  as  one  to 
raise  a  fond  for  recruiting  the  regular  army, 
which  he  conceived  would  not  be  conducive 
to  the  objects  in  view.  I  he  real  cause  of 
the  army  not  being  recrutted  was  the  in- 
crease of  thai  species  of  force  Mfhich4he  pro- 
posed bill  went  to  augment.  The  disposable 
force  of  the  country  had  rather  lost  than 
gained  by  means  of  the  army  of  reserve.  It 
was  a  disposable  fiNrce  which  we  now  stood 
in  need  of,  and  not  that  kind  of  force  pro* 
posed  by  such  a  bill.  He  maintained  that 
the  country  did  not  at  present  stand  in  need 
of  a  greater  number  of  men  In  arms  fi>r  our 
defence,  than  what  we  already  had ;  all  that 
was  now  necessary  was  to  render  those  we 
had  more  efficient.  He  was  convinced  that 
400.00Q  men  were  amply  sufficient  to  bid 
defiance  to  all  the  force  our  enemy  could 
bring  against  us;  and  bethought  that  we 
were  in  such  a  situation  that  our  fleets 
might  now  be  otherwise  employed. 

Mr.  Fojr  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  give  any 
opposition  to  the  tmnging  in  of  the  l>ill 
moved  for  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  shguld  gain  any  credit 
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from  the  house,  or  from  the  right  boo.  gent, 
in  what  he  was  going  to  say ;  but  he  could 
assure  them^  that  he  had  endeavoured,  by 
every  efibrt  and  consideration  he  was  able 
to  apply  to  the  subject,  to  impress  his  own 
mind  with  a  favourable  idea  of  the  bill,  and 
to  drive  away  all  prejudices  which,  from  his 
own  slight  view  of  die  subject,  when  it  was 
first  opened  by  the  right  hon.  gent.^  or  from 
the  arguments  or  opinions  of  others,  he 
might  have  conceived  against  it.  Another 
reason  which  he  had  to  dispose  him  favour- 
ably towards  this  bill  was,  that  he  was  de* 
cidedly  opposed,  in  principle  and  in  judg- 
ment, to  all  the  various  plans  which  had  an- 
tecedently been  brought  forward  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  remained,  however,  confirmed  in 
his  disapprobation  of  the  present  bill,  be- 
cause he  could  not  conceive  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  fulfil  those  end.>  and  purposes  which 
it  professed  to  do.  In  all  the  objections 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  various 
plans  proposed  by  the  last  ministry  for  aug- 
menting the  regular  army,  and  thereby  the 
disposable  force  of  liie  country,  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  generally  urged  objec- 
tions  was,  that  very  fundamental  one,  in- 
deed, of  endeavouring  to  make  a  limited 
force  a  foundation  for  a  general  force.  He 
was  clearly  of  opinion  that  none  could  be  a 
more  defective  mode  of  defence  for  the 
country  j  and  he  had  uniformly  given  the 
same  opinion  i^n  the  subject.  He  could  not 
help  objecting  to  the  mode  of  enlisting  men, 
first  for  a  limited  force,  and  then,  by  various 
artifices,  endeavouring  to  prevail  on  them  to 
go  into  a  service  or  force  of  an  unlimited 
nature.  He  thought  it  never  could  l>e  a 
good  foundation  for  an  unlimited  army  to  be 
drawn  from  a  source,  which,  in  its  origin^ 
was  supposed  to  be  decidedly  and  altogeUier 
limited.  His  objection  to  the  present  bill 
wag  fundamental  5  and  therefore,  though  be 
was  extremely  dcDirous  to  lend  his  aid  to- 
wards increasing  the  force  oi  the  country,  he 
could  not  in  the  present  instance  do  so.  If, 
however,  the  bill  should,  on  consideration, 
be  deemed  by  the  house  to  be  a  good  one,  he 
saw  no  reason  whatever  wliy  it  should  not 
pass  doling  the  coarse  of  the  preset  session. 
If  there  was  any  thing  essentially  %rong  in 
it,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  it  would 
either  t>e  totally  rejected,  or  modified  in  such  ji 
a  manner  at  10  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
house ;  but  if  it  w^s  found  to  be  absolutely 
good,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
house,  it  ought  surely  to  pas^  as  soou  as  pos* 
sible.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  these 
preliminary  observations  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  business,  and  should  reserve  his  fur- 
ther opinion  till  he  had  an  opponuaity  of 


reading  and  considering  the  whole  of  the 
bill,  during  the  future  progress  of  which  he 
should  have  many  opportunities  of  delivet- 
ing  his  sentiments  to  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
as  the  introduction  of  the  bill  was  not  op- 
posed, he  did  not  wish  to  trespass  on  the 
house  at  the  present  moment,  by  entering 
at  large  on  the  subject.  There  were,  how- 
ever, some  points  to  which  be  must  entreat 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  till  he  delivered 
a.  few  observations.  With  respect  to  the 
question,  how  far  ballots  were  intended  to 
be  continued  in  any  parish,  he  did  not  say 
any  thing  very  decisive  as  to  the  mililiai  be« 
cause  the  indirect  manner  in  which  the  bill 
referred  to  that  force  rendered  it  unnecessary* 
No  vacancy  in  the  militia  was  to  be  filled  up 
when  individuals  were  transferred  to  ano* 
ther  corps.  There  could  be  no  competition 
as  to  the  militia  and  the  regular  army. 
There  was  another  point  alluded  to,  as  to 
the  possibility  of  other  regulations  concern- 
ing the  constitution  -of  the  army,  distinct 
from  this  bill,  which,  therefore,  was  not  to 
be  considered  as  in  the  most  remote  degree 
excluded  by  the  operation  of  this  bill.  Whaf 
he  particularly^alluded  to  was,  the  limitting 
the  time  of  service  in  the  army.  On  gene- 
ral principles,  he  must  confess,  it  would 
certainly  appear  that  such  a  mode  would  bo 
wise  and  judicious  $  but  it  required  the  opi- 
nions of  the  wisest  and  most  eounent  mili- 
tary characters  applying  themselves  to  the 
consideration  of  the  peculiar  situation  and 
system  of  this  country,  distinguished  as  it  is 
from  all  other  countries  of  Europe,  with 
regard  to  all  its  internal  regulations.  If 
with  a  full  regard  to  all  these  distinguishing 
circumstances,  it  should  appear  that  such  a 
mode  could,  with  perfect  safety  and  propri- 
ety, be  resorted  to,  he,  for  one,  should  con- 
sider it  as  an  important  addition  to  the 
strength  of  our  military  system ;  but  should 
it  not  be  adopted,  it  would  not  be  from  any 
indisposition  in  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  at- 
tend to  any  advantages  it  might  possess.  The 
objections  stated  to  the  proposed  bill  of  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite,  were  perfectly  fair.  Can- 
did, and  explicit.  But  he  felt  himself  com- 
pletely at  issue  with  that  hon.  member  on 
this  fundamental  principle  in  our  military 
system  of  defence  j  namely,  that  an  interme- 
diate army  would  not  only  be  productive  of 
no  possible  evil,  but  would  prove  the  best 
mode  of  increasing  and  perfecting  the  regu- 
lar army.  The  object  in  view  was  to  have 
a  number  of  men  to  spare  i  and  if^this  bill 
furnished  the  men  and  improved  the  quality 
of  ihe  soldiers  j  if  it  was  a  mode  of  recruit- 
ing the  regular  army,  then  it  answered  the 
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•dfajeet  of  the  hoa»  g^nt  opposite^  aod  of  hk 
bOBf  friend  who  commeiiced  the  oppositiop 
IQ  the  bUl  that  night,  bpth  of  whom  had  de- 
clared themselves  io  favour  of  ao  augmenta- 
:tion  of  the  regular  army.  It  had  been  said 
that;,  \n  his  plan,  there  was  nothing  pro- 
posed that  was  new ;  but  he  would  crtainly 
contend  that  it  contained  a  mode  o^  giving 
a  discipline  and  an  advancement  to  military 
perfection,  not  to  be  obtained  in  any  other 
acheme  of  arrangement  for  military  pur 
poses,  by  all  the  ardour  and  perseverance, 
«nd  honourable  emulation  of  the  officers  of 
the  militia,  who  do  all  that  can  be  possibly 
expected  from  their  pairioti^m,  loyalty  and 
?olQur,  but  who  cannot  perform  that  which 
ean  only  be  attained  by  military  experience. 
When  the  army  of  reserve  bill  was  first  in- 
troduced, the  right  hop.  gent,  objected  to  it 
as  being  calculated  to  do  no  good  to  the 
luroiy.  If  recruiting  was  to  be  allowed  from 
the  reserve  to  the  regulars,  hi»  right  hon. 
friend  had  contended  that  the  discipline 
would  be  entirely  lost.  Every  argument 
Ufged  in  its  favour  was  by  him  considered  as 
^ly  making  the  measure  worse  and  worse. 
■*  Now,  in  the  present  bill,  the  only  method 
tor  preventing  tlie  evil  was  adopted*  still  his 
right  hop.  friend  exclaimed,  worse  and  worse, 
in  a.  new  cUmax,  and  for  no  other  apparent 
reason  than  that  it  prevented  the  recruiting 
of  the  army  be  had  himself  reprobated.  In 
bis  fund  of  imagination,  which  never  for  a 
moment  left  him,  but  in  which  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  follow  him,  he  seemed  to  forget  some 
of  the  principles  which  he  himself  had  laid 
down.  He  had  contended,  with  great  in- 
genuity and  reasoning,  for  limited  service 
in  the  regubr  army  j  but  here,  if  we  gave 
limited  service,  we  were  told  we  should 
spoil  tbe  soldier ;  youDg  men  would  go  in 
and  sow  their  wild  oats,  and  then  quit  the 
profession  altogether.  In  truth  it  did  ap^ 
pear^  that  the  right  hon.  gent/s  receipt  and 
nostrum  for  making  a  regular  army  was  ac- 
tually to  destroy  it  altogether.  He  seemed 
to  apprehend  something  most  terrible  and 
tyrannical  in  the  operation  of  the  bill,  and 
conjured  up  the  most  alarming  phantoms^  if 
parish  otHccrs  were  transformed  into  recruit- 
ing officers  ;  and  it.  was  thus  attempted  to 
throw  a  species  of  ridicule  over  the  measure. 
So  far,  however,  was  be  from  feeling  the- 
force  of  such  misplaced  ridicule,  that  he  was 
well  disposed  to  consider  tbe  parish  officers 
as  in  the  way  proposed  by  the^  bill,  and  to 
make  the  resemblance  more  perfect,  should 
.  we.  propose  to  them  a  bounty  per  head  on 
those  recruits  they  raised  under  the  provi- 
sioi^s  of  this  bill.  There  are,  in  truth,  no 
maicrial  grounds  of  opposition  to  the  mea- 


sure stated.  It  was  whimsical  to  observe 
the  contradictory  nature  of  the  objections 
that  had  been  urged.  At  one  time  tbe  parish 
officers  were  to  be  so  tyrannical,  that  all  which 
the  hoosQ  had  heard,  a  few  nights  ago,  was 
likely  to  be  realized  in  this  country.  We 
were  to  have  the  harsliness  of  slave-masters 
aod  the  tricks  of  kidnappers  practiced  among 
OS.  At  another  moment  every  thing  was 
to  be  firuitless  aod  unavailing:  the  parish 
officers  were  to  be  careless  and  negligent^ 
and  the  fines  were  to  be  paid  in  preference 
to  raising  the  men  wanted.  A  great  part  of 
his  right  hon.  friend's  speech  consisted  of  ^ 
metaphysical,  moral,  and  political  dissertar 
tion  on  the  various  modes  of  raising  ao 
armed  force  in  different  counties.  From  all 
these  various  lectures  and  lessons  upon  com- 
pulsion, a  plain  man  would  suppose  that  ai;i 
attempt  was  making  to  introduce  some  great, 
new,  compulsory  system,  which  was  far  dif- 
ferent from  the  real  state  of  the  business. — 
Mr.  Pitt  then  proceeded  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  below  hvm  (Mr.  Addingtoo) 
and  the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr,  Johnstone); 
he  said,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  an- 
i^oyance  which  he  should  have  felt  from 
the  attacks  of  tliese  gentlemen,  was  dimi^ 
nished  by  their  cross  firing  j  though  directed 
against  him,  they  constantly  hit  each  other. 
The  hon.  gent,  opposite  to  him  complained 
that  this  was  nothing  more  than  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  last  ministers.  Tbe 
right  hon.  gent,  below  him  contended  stre- 
nuously that  this  measure  was  by  no  means 
like  the  one  proposed  by  the  late  admiois- 
tration,  but  that  it  was  much  more  severe. 
Both  these  observations  appeared  to  him  to 
be  groundless.  The  bill  he  now  propo>ed  to 
bring  in  was  much  more  efficacious  than  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  late  ministers,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  was  less  severe  and  oppres- 
sive upon  individuals.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Addington)  had  contended,  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  make  any  addition  to 
the  regular  army ;  but,  surely,  he  forgot,  that 
almost  ihe  last  act  of  liis  administration  was 
to  prepare  a  plan  to  augment  the  regular 
army  very  considerably,  and  it  was  not  con- 
tended, on  any  side  of  the  house,  that  there 
was  not  a  strong  necessity  for  the  augment* 
ation. — There  were  some  other  points  upon 
which  he  intended  to  have  said  a  few  words, 
but  he  did  not  now  think  it  necessary  to 
trespass  more  upon  the  time  of  the  house, 
as  there  would  be  ample  opportunity  for 
discussion  on  the  same  stages  of  the  bill.— 
Mr.  Addington  and  Mr.  Windham  said  a  few 
*words  in  explanation  3  after  which  the  IhU 
was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time. 
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HOUSE  OF  L0fa>8. 
Wednesday,  June6,\S0A. 


[Minutes. 1— In  a  committee  of  privi- 
leges^ counsel  and  evidence  were  further 
beard  respecting  the  daim  of  Lady  H.  Fitz- 
gerald to  the  barony  of  Roos. — After  the 
house  had  resumed,  the  biiU  upon  the  tabib 
were  forwarded  in  their  several  stages,  and 
several  private  bills  brought  from  the  com- 
mons were  read  a  first  time. 

[Aylesbury  Election  Bill.]— The 
order  of  the  day»  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill,  being  moved  by  Lord  Grenville^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  having  left  the 
woolsack,  said,  he  begged  to  have  it  under- 
stood)  that  it  was  his  opinion,  as  an  indivi- 
dual member  of  the  house,  that  the  bill 
should  be  proceeded  in  no  furthei*.  As  the 
motion,  however,  that  would  follow  the 
reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  would  be, 
that  counsel  be  heard  against  the  bill,  he 
should  not  oppose  that,  but  content  himself 
with  opposing  any  subsequent  proceeding  on 
it. — The  order  of  the  day  was  then  readj 
and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Grenville,  coun- 
sel were  called  in. 

Lord  Auckland  then  made  some  observa- 
tions on  the  point  of  order,  which  we  could 
not  distinctly  hear ;  but,  we  understood,  that 
he  insisted  on  hearing  counsel  and  evidence 
in  behalf  of  the  bill. — ^The  counsel  were, 
however,  ordered  to  withdraw ;  which  being 
done. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolsack, 
with  the  view  of  stating  his  objections  ge- 
nerally to  the  whole  principle  and  object  of 
the  bill.  It  appeared  to  him  a  measure 
founded  in  such  direct  opposition  to  the  most 
Indent  maxims  of  English  law,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  entertained  even  for  a  single  mo- 
ment. He  contended,  that  the  evidence 
produced  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  which  had  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
bill,  did  not,  in  the  Anallest  degree,  apply 
to  the  point  at  issue  betwixt  the  different 
parties,  whose  interests  the  measure  must 
necessarily  affect.  The  question  Involved  in 
the  bill,  was  not  one  over  which  the  House 
of  Commons  ought  to  have  direct  influence. 
It  had  not  been  referred  to  their  considera- 
tion ;  and  even  those  of  their  lordships,  who 
thought  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  entertained, 
must  be  desirous  of  having  the  allegations 
on  which  the  bill  professed  to  rest  distinctly 
proved  at  the  bar.  For  his  own  part,  he  was 
not  prepared,  even  if  these  allegations  were 
proved,  to  give  his  assent  to  the  bill  $  even 
then  he  felt,  that  the  bill  would  not  be  di- 
vested of  an  appearance  of  unfairness  and 
mjnstice.    It  stmck  }iim,  tl^at  t^e  biU  had 


its  origin  firom  the  efforts  of  nien  of  power 
and  influence,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
misconduct  of  certain  individuals,  wished  to 
make  th.at  the  pretext  for  stripping  the  elec- 
tors of  the  borough  of  Aylesbury  at  large  of 
rbeir  sacred,  important  elective  franchise. 
There  were  three  petitions  on  the  table  o£ 
their  lordships;  but  he  maintained,  that 
with  regard  to  two  of  the  petitions  which 
were  in  favour  of  the  bill,  the  interest  of  the 
petitioners  was  so  feeble  as  not  to  be  worthy 
of  their  lordships'  consideration.  It  was 
true,  that  these  petitions^urported  to  be 
from  persons  describing  themselves  as  having 
an  interest  in  the  borough  of  Aylesbury. 
But  it  was  necessary  for  their  lordships  to 
examine  the  petitions,  to  see  how  far  thfs 
allegation  was  established.  If  this  exami- 
nation had  been  made,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  petitions  would  not  have  even  been 
suffered  to  be  laid  pn  the  table.  It  was  a 
matter  of  some  surprise,  that  those  who  were 
so  aqxtoas  to  prpvent  the  repetition  of  cer* 
tain  specified  abuses,  connected  with  the 
late  elections,  were  so  willing  to  give  up  the 
enjoyment  of  their  own  franchises,  and  to 
introduce  others  to  the  enjoynoent  of  them« 
who  hitherto  had  not  been  entitled  to  this 
privilege.  Perhaps  this  was  to  be  accounted 
for  on  the  principle  that  they  themselves 
knew  that  fines  were  hanging  over  their 
heads,  and  wished  to  disarm  subsequent 
charges  by  adducing  proofs  of  their  inno- 
cence at  their  lordships'  bar.  This,  his  lord- 
ship maintained,  was  not  an  admissible  sort 
of  evidence,  or  one  that  was  at  all  cqnsonant 
with  the  usages  of  English  law.  It  was  not 
for  men  who  laboured  under  a  fear  of  punisli* 
ment  to  appear  as  •  their  own  compurgators 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  ordinary  course  of 
justice.  He  argued,  that  if  the  measure 
was  fit  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  as  one 
generally  connected  with  the  state  of  the  re« 
presentation.  He  saw  no  reason  for  picking 
and  choosing  particular  boroughs,  but  if  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  to  be  countenanced^ 
why  not  go  oitt  towns,  counties,  boroughs, 
with  the  application  of  the  same  regulations. 
Even  then  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose the  measure  as  contrary  to  the  best 
views  of  the  constitution,  and  founded  on 
idle  and  theoretical  views  of  reform.  It 
would,  however,  at  least  have  the  merit  of 
some  appearance  of  consistency,  which  was 
more  than  the  bill  on  the  table  could  laf 
claim  to.  It  was  qo  argument  for  the  bill 
that  bribery  and  corruption  had  prevailed  to 
a  great  degree  in  the  borough  of  Aylesburf, 
The  common  law  of  the  country  provided  a 
sufficient  remedy  for  this  evil,  and  inde- 
pendent of  thiS|  there  were  salutary  reguhif% . 
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tionv  M\y  adequate  to  the  panrshment  of 
these  offences.  At  this  moment  there  were 
iodividuals  suffermg  severely  in  consequence 
of  their  having  trangresscd  these  staitites. 
The  noble  and  learnt-d  lord  concluded,  after 
a  tew  more  observations  to  the  same  import, 
by  declaring  his  decided  disapprobation  of 
the  bill,  and  moving,  that  the  order  ior  the 
bearing  of  counsel  be  discharged. 

Lord  Grosvenor  supported  the  bill,  on  the 
grounds  of  an  absolute  necessity  of  support- 
ing the   purity  of   the   elective  franchise^ 
which  was  one  A  the  most  important  exer- 
cised   by  British  subiects.     In  the  present 
instance  he  did  not  see  that  the  electors  of 
Aylesbury  would  suffer  any  material  injury; 
It  was  a  fact,  however  unaccountable,  that 
electors  in  general  did  not  so  highly  prize 
the  elective  franchise  as  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  appeared  to  suppose.      Some  electors 
would  go  a  hundred  miles  to  exercise  this 
privilege,  while  others  would  hardly  take  the 
trouble  tb  go  across  a  room  to  be  entitled  to 
put'  it  in  practice.     When  instances  of  its 
corrupt  and  vicious  exercise  occurred,  it  was 
necessary  lo  make  some  strikmg  example  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  scenes  in  fu- 
ture.     This  was  requisite,    not  only  as  a 
means  of  present  punishment,  but  as  a  terror 
against  the  approach  of  evils  of  a  still  more 
enormous  nature.     His  lordship  illustrated 
fhis  idea  by  referring  to  the  nrtiseries  which 
the  revolution  of  Ffance  had  exhibited.     If 
timely  precautions  had  there  been  adopted, 
the  innocent  and  the  guilty  would  not  have 
been  involved  in  the  same  common  calami- 
ties.    It  w<as  with  the  view  of  taking  evils  at 
their  origin,  and  preventing  their  accumu- 
lation, that  he  thought  bills  of  the  oescrip* 
tion  now  on  the  table  were  peculiarly  worthy 
©f  the  attention  of  the  legislature.     His 
loniship,  at  the  clo«e  of  his  remarks,  referred 
to  the  cases  of  Shoreham  and  Crickladc,  both 
of  which  he  maintained  to  be  strictly  in  point. 
He  sat  down,  by  giving  his  decided  vote  for 
hearing  counsel  on  the  bill. 
'    Lord  Grmville  followed  on  the  same  side, 
and  supported  the  policy,  the  necessity,  and 
the  ex:pcdiency  of  the  bill.     He  thought  that 
even  on  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  noble 
and  -learned  lord,    the  petitioners  in    this 
case  were  entitled  to  have  their  allegations 
brought  to  a  fair  issue.     If  these  petitioners 
were  threatened  with  intimidation  by  a  cer- 
tain body  of  powerful'  individuals,  it  was 
jproper  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  ex- 
plain the  causes  of  this  intimidation,  and  to 
ask  of  the  lefjislafure  the  adoption  of  means 
for  renioving  ir.     He  was  astonished  that  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  should  oppose  a  spe- 
cies of  teforto,  \v4iich  he  had  often  gloried  lt( 


declaring  arose  out  of  the  very  essence  of 
the  British  constitution.    This  reform  wa^ 
the  power  of  correcting  an   existing  evil 
without  adopting  any  theoretical  views  of 
reform,  started  by  men  who  acted  on  spe- 
culation rather  than  on  experience.      Hig 
lordship  particularly  referred,  on  this  point, 
to  the  cases  of  Shoreham  and  Crickladc. 
The  first  of  these  cases  was  decided  on  prin- 
ciples precisely*  similar  to  those  on  which  the 
present  bill  was  founded.    The  general  prin- 
ciple was,  (hat  as  an  evil  had  existed,  and 
was  likely  to  continue  iridependent  of  inter* 
ference,  measures  should  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent its  repetition.    While  an  existing  evil 
was  thus  guarded  against,  a  warning  was,  at 
the  same  time,  held  out  to  other  boroughs, 
that  if  similar  practices  pretailed,  a  similar 
result  might  be  expected.     In  the  case  of 
Cricklade,  the  execution  of  this  threat  of 
the  legislature  became  necessary,  and  it  was 
accordingly  inflicted.     So  it  was  with  regard 
to  the  bill  under  their  lordships'  considera- 
tion, which  was,  in  fact,  neither  more  ngir 
less  than  the  prosecution  of  the  same  prin* 
ciple,'  applicable  to  cases  of  gross  corruption 
in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise! 
"With  regard  to  the  case  of  Ilchester^  if  a  re*- 
port  had  been  produced  by  the  committee» 
and  if  this  report  had  been  made  the  ground 
of   a  similar  measure,   he  should,  on  the 
same  grounds  which  induced  him  to  support 
the  present  bill,  have  given  that  measure  his 
hearty  support.     That  no  such  proceeding 
had  then  been  instituted,  was  no  sort  of  ar- 
gument against  the  measure  now  under  disr 
cussion.     He  did  not  see  that  any  set  of  men 
would  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the  hard« 
ship  of  the  measure.     It  was  not  at  all,  .a«  . 
described,  a  bill  of  disfranchisement.    At 
present,  every  housekeeper  in  Aylesbury  bad 
the  right  of  voting  at  elections.     At  present 
there  were,  perhaps,  four  hundred  and  one 
voters,  but  if  one  individual   more  built  a 
house,  and  obtained  a  right  to  vote,  would 
that  injure  the  right  of  the  other  voters  ?     It 
certainly  would  not^  and  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, the  introduction  of  the  additional  vo^ 
ters  proposed  by  the  bill,  would  not  at  aH 
injure  the  rights  of  those  now  in  possession 
of  the  riglit  of  voting.     His  lordship  added 
several  other  considerations  to  the  same  ef- 
fect in  support  of  the  bill. 

Lord  j^uchland  supported  the  bill.  He, 
was  of  opinion,  that  counsel,  at  least  those 
for  the  petitioners  against  the  bill,  opght 
in  fairness  to  be  heard,  and  proposed  an 
amendment  to  that  effect  in  the  motion  o^ 
'  his  noble  and  learned  friend.  ^ 

Lord  ifaw\esbujy  supported  the  bill  as  ^ 
measure  absolutely  pec^^sary  to  correct  9^ 
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flagrant  abuse  in  the  constitution ;  and  with 
no  injustice  to  individuals.  The  individuals 
helongipg  to  the  borough  of  Aylesbury 
could  not  complain  of  any  injury,  for  nothing, 
was  to  be  taken  from  them  ;  and  if  there 
was,  that  thing  could  not  be  considered  in 
tbe  light  ef  private  property.  The  elective, 
franchise  which  they  exercised  was  not  pri- 
vate property,  but  a  public  tx:ust  vested  in 
them  by  the  community  $  and  if  that  trust 
was  abused,  the  community  from  which  they 
received  it,  had  a  right  to  take  it  back  again^ 
but  even  this  was  not  the  case  here,  for 
they  still  were  to  hold  the  trust ;  but,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  them  from  making  a  bad  use 
€if  it  again,  it  merely  proposed  that  several 
others  were  to  participate  with  them  in  the 
exercise  of  the  same. 

jLord.  Elknborough  strongly  objected  to 
the  bill  as  an  act  of  great  injustice,  because 
itwebt  to  inBict  pains  and  penalties  on  the 
ipnocent  as  well  as  the  guilty.  And  if  such 
8  precedent  as  this  was  once  admitted,  a  si- 
milar measure  of  disfranchisement  roi^ht  be 
adopted  in  every  case  of  bribery,  which 
might  occur  at  every  election  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  reinforced  the  argu- 
ments in  his  .focmer  speech,  and,  in  answer 
to  what  fell  from  a  noble  baron  (Lord  Gren- 
ville)  he  contended,,  that  the  accession  of 
new  electors  was  an  infringement  on  the 
right  of  the  old  electors^  Even  the  addition 
of  one  who  should  build  a  house  within  the 
borough  must  be  considered  as  damnum  sine 
injuria.  He  was  no  cneniy  to  real  reform, 
but  he  would  ever  oppose  that  thing  called 
reform,  which  was  founded  in  injustice.-^— 
After  some  further  conversation,  it  was  or^ 
dered  that  counsel  be  admitted  to  the  bar. 
The  counsel. against  the  bill  werp  admitted 
accordingly,  and  were  heard  for  some  time. 
When  counsel  withdrew  from  the  bar. 

Lord  Gienville  rose,  and  after  reca- 
pitulating sonpe  of  his  former  arguments 
m  support  of  the  bill,  and  stating  some  par- 
ticulars against  the  system  of  bribery,  which 
he  described  as  prevailing  at  the  late  election 
at  Aylesbury,  moved  that  the  bill  ^be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord, 
after  what  had  transpired  in  debate  respect- 
ing the  measure,  and  at  that  late  hour  I  he 
was  even  surprised  at  the  hearing  «f  counsel 
urged  in  the  then  state  of  the  bouse.  He 
knew  it  would  be  vain  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tiotj,  as  many  lords  who  wished  to  deliver 
their  sentimenU  on  this  stage  of  the  bill,  and 
who  had  no  notion  of  its  being  urged  that 
night,  had  retted.    However,  for  the  ho- 


nour and  charapter  of  the  house,  and  that  2t 
sliould  appear  to  posterity  there  were  some 
of  its  membets  determined  to  brand  a  need- 
s'ire  of  so  iniquitous  a  complexion  with  t\re 
character  it  deserved,  he  would  propose,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion,  should  it  be 
persisted  in  that  night,  and  which  necessarily 
must  appear  on  jthe  journals,  importing,  ia 
substance,  that  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  although  there  was  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence before  the  house  to  warrant  such  a 
proceeding. 

Lord  Auckland  declared  that  he  had  left 
the  house,  under  the  perMuasion  that  lio  step 
beyond* the  hearing  of  counsel  would  take 
place  that  night;  and  he  was  convinced  other 
noble  lords  had  done  the  same. 

Lord  Grenville  declared,  that  it  was  not 
his 'Wish  to  push  the  matter  precipitately 
through  the  house;  If,  therefore,  it  could 
be  supposed  that  any  noble  lord  had  left  the 
house  uiider  the  idea  that  no  step  would  be 
taken  to-night,  he  should  move  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  order.  He  shouild .  also 
move  that  the  wiinesses  do  attend  to-mor- 
row, declaring  it,  however,  not  to  be  his 
intention  to  mcTve  for  their  being  called  in^ 
as  be  reckoned  any  farther  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  unnecessary. 

The  Lord  CkanceUor  said,  he  could  not 
leave  that  house,  without  observing  upoa 
what  fell  from  the  noble  lord  (Grenville). 
He  said,  he  had  thrown  a  slur  upon  the  bill? 
if  the  strongest  protest  that  his  mind  could 
suggest  against  such  an  iniquitous  bill  was 
€0,.  he  pleaded  guilty.  However,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  postponed  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill,  he  also  withdrew  His 
amendment,— The  order  was  accordingly 
discharged;  and  ordered  to  stand  for  to-- 
morrow 5  the  witnesses  who  had  attended 
to-day  Were  also  ordered  to  attend ;  and  it 
was  recommended  to  tlie  counsel  also  to  be 
present. 


HOUSE  CF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  June  6 ^  1604. 

[MtwuTES.]— Mr.  Gideon  took  the  oathf 
and  his  seat;,  for  the  borough  of  Kelstone, 
in  Cornwall,  in  the  room  of  Viscount  Fit2- 
harris.— A  petition  of  the  several  persons 
confined  for  debt  in  Durham  gaol,  was  pre- 
sented, and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. — 
Mr.  Irving,  inspector-general  of  inoports  and 
exports,  presented,  pursuant- td  the  diree- 
ttons  of  an  act  of  pacltament,  an  Account  of 
the  computed  gross  produce  of  the  tempora- 
ry duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage  of  goods 
imported  (commonly  called  new  subsidy) 
collected  under  tlie  management  of  the  com* 
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fiiUMoaersof  the  eastomf  in  England^  with 
the  sereral    payments   thereoot,    and    the 
flmoont  of  the  net  prodoee  of  the   said 
branch,  which  would  have  been  applicable 
to  the  expenses  of  his  Majesty's  civil  govern-' 
ment,  if  the  temporary  and  hereditary  reve- 
nues of  the  crown,  enjoyed  by  his  late  Ma- 
jesty had  been  enjoyed  by  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, for  the  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1803  ; 
also,  an  account  of  all  the  exports  from  G. 
Britain  to  the  West  India  colonies  in  the  3 
last  years;    distrnguisbing  the  amount,  in 
^stoo^  house  value^  of  British  manufactures, 
or  foreign  articles  exported,  also  distinguish- 
ing the  years,  and  the  respective  islands ; 
and  also,  a  lYiturn  to  an  order  of  the  house 
of  the  18th  of  May,  for  an  account  of  the 
quantities  of  com  and  grain,  malt,  meal,  and 
floor,  exported   from    and   imported  into 
England  and  Scotland,  for  21  years,  from 
the  5th  Jan.  1770  to  the  5th  Jan.  1 7pi ,  with 
the  bounties  and  drawbacks  paid,  and  the 
duties  received  thereon,  .together  with  the 
average  price  of  corn  in  England,  in  each 
year,  distinguishing  each  species  in  each 
year.    Ordered  that  ihe  said  accounts  do  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members. — Sir  Ralph  Milbanke  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  ship-owners  at  the 
port  of  Sunderland^   near  the  sed,  in   the 
county  of  Doiham,  setting  forth,  that  the 
suspension  of  the  navigation  laws  of  6.  Bri- 
tain has  been  attended  with  very  injurious 
consequences,   and  therefore  praying,  that 
the  same  may  be  strictly  enforced,  and  that 
«nch  laws  as  authorize  the  suspension  of 
them  may  be  repealed.     Ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

[Slave  Tradk.]— Sir  John  Anderson  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  planters,  mer- 
'<^nt8,  annuitants  and  others,  ititerested  in 
the  British  West-India  colonies^  against  the 
bill  now  pending  before  parliament  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  On  tiie-  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table  till  the  second  reading  of  the  said 
bill,  and  that  the  petitioners  be  then  heard 
by  themselves  or  counsel, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  gave  it  as  his  opiftioQ, 
that  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  any  par- 
ticular investigation  into  the  meriu  of  the 
question,  as  it  had  been  long  a  subject  of 
discussion  before  that  house,  and  as  all  had 
already  been  heard  that  could  possibly  be 
adduce^  by  the  different  parties  interested  in 
this  question.  The  opponents  of  the  mea- 
sure had  been  fully  heard  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, when  it  fbrqaed  the  subject  of  particular 
Inquiry  in  the  year  1793*  Nothing  new, 
lie  thoughti  could  be  adranced,  and  it  would 


be  therefore  unnecessary  to  lo'se  the  time  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  Fuller  contc'ided,  that  it  would  be 
extremely  ungenerous  to  refuse  a  hearing  to 
those  who  had  no  representatives  in  thfsr 
house.  The  country,  in  the  prosperity  of 
which  they  were  so  much  interested,  was 
not  represented  in  parliament.  To  deny' 
-them,  therefore,  the  privilege  of  petitioning, 
or  what  was  nearly  the  same,  not  to  listen  to 
their  petitions,  would  be  extremely  hard  in- 
deed, particularly  as  he  was  convinced  that 
not  a  single  word  that  had  been  said  by  that 
hon.  gent,  on  this  subject  the  other  day,  was 
founded  on  fact. 

£arl  Temple  did  not  think  it  by  any  means 
a  good  reason  for  waving  the  consideration 
of  this  j)eiition,  that  the  subject  had  been 
formerly  under  discussion.  This  discussion 
alluded  to  had  taken  place  some  years  ago, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioners,  as 
well  as  of  the  general  subject  itself,  might 
now  be  considerably  changed.  The  present 
st..te  of  the  colonies  required  tliat  die  pro* 
prietors  of  estates  should  have  every  possible 
opportunity  of  delivering  their  objections  ta 
the  bill.  He  would  move  for  counsel  beings 
heard  on  the  petition. 

Mr.  TFilberforce  argued^  that  no  member 
of  that  hcuse  was  more  inclined  than  h^ 
was  to  respect  the  right  of  petitioning,  but 
thought  the  house  would  do  much  better  not 
to  decide  at  present  whether  any  petition 
should  be  heard  by  counsel,  but  to  wait  for 
some  time  till  the  subject  should  come  under 
farther  consideration. 

Mr.  Francis  thought  the  hon.  gent,  with 
whom  the  objection  originated,  did  not  wish 
that  they  should  refuse  to  hear  counsel  on 
the  subject,  but  only  that  further  considera- 
tion was  necessary.  He  thought  besides, 
according  to  parliamentary  usage,  that  notice 
should  have  been  previously  given. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  it  was  the  usual 
practice  of  the  house  to  make  an  order  in 
all  cases  for  the  parties  to  be  heard  by  them- 
selves or  counsel,  on  the  second  reading  of 
a  bill.  This  operated  as  a  notice,  and  if  any 
member  had  an  objection  to  make  to  it,  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  on  the  order 
of  the  day  being  read. 

The  CbancelLoT  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
under  the  explanation  given  by  the  Speaker, 
he  acquiesced  for  the  order  being  made  at 
present,  but  conceived  that  every  member 
was  at  liberty  to  oppose  the  hearing  of  coun- 
sel on  the  order  of  the  day  being  read.— It 
was  then  ordered  that  the  petitioners  be 
heard  by  themselves  or  Counsel  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill. 
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Sir  fFiniatn  Young  said,  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  need  not  suppose  the 
foregoing  was  the  only  opposition  to  the  bill; 
there  was  another  petition  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  against  it,  which  was 
expected  to  arrive  by  this  morning's  post>  bat 
which  did  not. 

Earl  Temple  brought  up  a  petition  from 
Edmund  Posey  Lypn,  colonial  agent  for  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  against  the  bill  lor  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  themselves  or  counsel  against  the 
same.  Ordered  to  lie  on«  the  table  till  the 
second  reading,  and  then  the  petitioners  to 
be  beard  by  themselves  or  counsel  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  stated,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  prevent  parties  from  being  heard, 
but  be  could  not  help  thinking  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  these  petitions  premature,  as 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  fixed  for 
to-morrow^  and  gentlemen  who  might  be 
appointed  as  counsel  could  not,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  prepared.  m* 

(War  in  India.] — Lord  PorchesUr  rose 
to  renew  the  notice  which  he  had  formerly 
withdrawn  respecting  our  East-India  settle- 
ments. When  he  had  withdrawn  this  no- 
ticej  it  had  been  in  the  expectation  of  seeing 
an  able  and  efficient  administration  speedily 
ibrmed.  But  when  he  looked  to  ihe  present 
ministry ,  and  saw  that  more  than  the  one 
half  of  them  were  the  very  saqae  men  whom 
die  other  had  vilified  and  despised  as  inca- 
pable of  the  duties  imposed  on  them^  he 
coaid  not  help  thinking,  that  his  intend^ 
motion  was  not  less  necessary /than  for- 
merly. 

The  Speaker  here  informed  the  noble  lord, 
that  it  was  sot  in  order  to  accompany  a  no- 
tice with  any  arguments  in  support  of  the 
motion  intended.  •  All  that  remained,  there- 
fore, for  the  noble  lord,  was  to  fix  any  day 
that  might  be  best  suited  for  his  purpose. 

The  Chancellor  (f  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opbion,  that  the  noble  lord  was  perfectly 
in  order,  seeing  that  he  had  not  brought 
forward  any  argument  whatever  for  the 
measure  he  proposed.  He  thought  this  day 
se*nnight,  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
noble  lord,  would  be  a  very  inconvenient 
day^  a  bill  was  now  pending  before  the 
house,  that  in  all  probability  would  occupy 
its  attention  during  most  of  next  week. 

^  Lord  Porchesier  then  agreed  to  fix  his  mo- 
fioD  for  Friday  8e*nnight. 

[Lord  Advocate  op  Scotland  ]— Mr. 
WUthread  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  notice 
formerly  given,  relative  to  a  motion  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland  lo  a  Mr.  Morjrboo^  a  native  of  that 


country.  He  luid  given  soiBe  d^s  previous 
notice  of  that  motion,  in  order  to  give  the 
Lord  Advocate  an  opportiiniry  of  appearing 
personally  in  his  place,  to  answer  the  charge, 
or  of  giving  instructions  to  some  joi  his* 
friends.  It  would  certainly  be  far  more  gra- 
tifying to  him,  who  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
such  a  charge,  as  well  as  to  the  house, .  that 
he  should  have  appeared,  in  order  to  offer 
what  excuse  he  might  think  fit,  or  to  mako 
some  apology  for  his  conduct ;  but  he  knew 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  heard  of  the 
notice  which  he  had  given,  and  that  be  had 
time  either  to  have  appeared  in  person,  or 
to  give  instructtons  to  bis  friends.  He  con- 
sidered himself,  therefore,  quite  as  mi}ch  at 
liberty  to  express  his  abhorrence  of  such 
conduct,  if  founded  in  fact,  and  tabe  as  hem 
in  his  remarks^  as  if  the  learned  lor^  had 
himself  been  present.  The  learned  lord, 
from  his  official  situation,  had  a  very  great 
power  in  Scotland,  and  this  power  he  had 
exercised  violently,  not  to  say  tyrannically. 
He  had,  in  the  instance  ^hich  he  was  about 
to  mention,  totally  outstepped  the  bounds  of 
law,  and  acted  in  a  manner  equally  onpre- 
cedented  and  illegal.  The  power  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  in  Scotland  was  somewhat 
analogous  to  that  of  the  Attorney  General  in 
England.  Now  it  was  certain  that  they 
couidnot  act  glaringly  contrary  to  their  duty, 
without  being  responsible  for  such  conduct 
to  the  laws  of  their  country;  yet  many  things 
might  be  done  by  people  possessed  of  aa 
authority  so  great,  upon  which  this  respon- 
sibility could  not  always  attach.  In  such  a 
case,  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  tslke 
care  that  the  public  authority  was  not  abu&ed; 
and  to  petition  his  Majesty  to  remove  those 
persons  who  acted  in  their  public  capacity 
in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  the  British  constitution,  and  with  the 
rightful  freedom  of  the  subject.  Now  he 
would  assume  that  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland  had  no  right  whatever  to  calum- 
niate and  fulminate  an  exconununication 
against  any  person ;  and,  far  less,  to  order 
that  person  to  be  arrested  ;  but  if  he  could 
prove  that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  grossly 
calumniated  this  Mr.  Morrison,  and  not 
only  grossly  calumniated  him,  but  followed 
up  that  calumny  by  an  excommunication, 
and  followed  up  that  excommunication  by 
an  order  of  arrest ;  and  not  only  this,  buj: 
had  taken  upon  himself  to  injure  his  pro- 
perty, and  t6  dispose  of  it  in  certain  circnm> 
stances  as  he  pleased*— if  he  proved  all  this, 
then  he  was  justified  in  maintaining  that 
such  a  person  was  utterly  unworthy  of  the 
situation  of  public  trust  which  he  held. 
There  was  something  delicate  in  the  titnes  \n 
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whidi  this  was  done.  The  defetice  of  the 
couDtry  depended^  in  a  great  measure,  oa 
the  volunteers  i  but  if  this  wis  the  force  t>o 
which  the  countiy  was  to  depend^  ought  it 
Dot  to  be  voluntary  >  Now,  ia  ihe  progrt^ss 
ef  the  measure  through  parliament,  many 
different  opinions  had  been  given  on  di tie- 
rent  parts  of  it,  and  on  none  more  than  upon 
the  question,  whether  any  alteration  ought 
to  take  place  in  the  contracts  between  mas- 
ters and  servants  ?  The  bill  was  sent  to  the 
Lords,  and  by  them  the  clauses;  in  question 
were  thrown  out,  and  to  their  amendment 
this  house  had  subsequently  agreed.  Now, 
what  was  all  this  but  a  confession,  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature,  after  mature  consi- 
deration, that  the  contracts  between  masters 
amd  servants  ought  to  remain  unaltered. 
He  agreed  that  this  was  very  wisely  done, 
for  the  best  friend  to  the  volunteer  system 
would  be  under  the  necessity  ef  confessing, 
ihat  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the 
confusion  occasioned  by  the  disorders  com- 
mitted by  servants,  and  their  insolence  to 
their  masters,  would  l>e  very  severely  Iclt :  for 
it  was  very  evident,  that  when  servants  were 
permitted  to  enter  as  volunteers,  in  spite  of 
their  masters'  orders,  they  would  make  use 
iof  this  liberty  as  a  pretence  for  neglecting 
the  property  of  their  masters  altogether,  and 
xuin  their  business  by  their  idleness,  and  ex- 
cuse themselves  by  saying,  that  they  were 
engaged  at  their  ivolunteer  exercises. — The 
transaction  which  he  was  about  to  submit 
to  the  house  at  present,  was  as  follows :  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Morrison,  a  farmer 
he  believed,  inBamffshire,  had  a  servant  who 
went  into  a  volunteer  corps  contrary  to  his 
orders,  on  which  account  he  discharged  him. 
In  this  he  certainly  had  done  nothing  con- 
trary to  law.  The  servant  applied  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  by  memorial,  to  learn  what 
course  he  ought  to  pursue,  or  whether  he 
could  recover  any  compensation  from  his 
master.  The  memorial  stated,  that  the  ser-* 
vant  had  engaged  with  the  master,  and, 
without  asking  his  consent,  regularly  attended 
the  drills  of  a  volunteer  corps  after  his  work 
was  over.  On  a  certain  day  he  had  aban-* 
doned  l^is  work,  and  had  gone  with  the  vo- 
lunteers when  they  were  inspected  by  the 
Marquis  of  Huntley.  For  this  his  master 
had  discharged  him,  although  he  offered  to 
make  compensation  for  the  time  in  which  he 
had  been  absent.  Now  here  be  would  beg 
leave  to  make  one  or  two  observations.  The 
servant  confessed  that  he  had  always  attend- 
ed drill  without  asking  the  permission  of 
his  master  ;  but  that,  on  the  3 1st  of  Oct. 
1S03,  he  had  been  absent  during  the  whole 
of  the  day,  apd  had  neglected  his  wock^  and 


therefore  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
Mr.  Morrison  had  no  objection  to  his  ser- 
vant going  to  drill  after  his  work,  though  he 
was  unwilling*  and  perhaps  unable,  to  afford 
that  he  should  be  absent  whole  days,  and 
therefore  discharged  him.  William  Gar- 
row,  the  servar.t,  concluded  his  meoiorial 
by  putting  the  question,  whether  he  had  any 
resource  at  law,  or  any  ground  of  actiop 
against,  or  aoy  claim  for  wages  against  his 
master,  sobsequenl  to  the  time  at  which  he 
was  discharged.  Now,  if  the  whole  had 
been  confined  to  the  legal  opinion  given  by 
the  Lord  Advocate,  he  had  employed  the 
most  unjustifiable  terms;  for  his  answer  to 
the  memorial  commenced  with  the  words» 
'*  however  unprincipled  and  oppressive  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Morrison  may  have  been.". 
Now  was  not  this  a  most  unjustifiable  at- 
tack upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Morrison^ 
when  it  was  considered  that  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate had  only  heard  one  party  f  but  the 
answer  Went  on  to  say  '^  that  his  lordship 
was  afi-aid  that  there  was  no  claim. legally 
for  wages,  except  up  to  the  day  on  which 
the  servant  had  been  discharged."  So  then^ 
by  the  Lord  Advocate's  own  account  of  tha 
matter,  this  man,  whose  conduct  was  de- 
clared "  unprincipled  "  and  "  oppressive,", 
had  done  nothing  contrary  to  law.— If  there 
had  been  notliing  but  this  very  opinion  it- 
self, there  would  have  been  sufficient  grounds 
for  the  house  to  interfere  in  the  affair.  But 
the  matter  did  not  rest  here.  The  Lord 
Advocate  soon  after  wrote  a  letter  to  tha 
sheriff  deputy  of  BamfFsihire,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  as  he  heard  them 
from  the  servant.  Here  he  stated,  that  there 
were  unfortunately  no  provisions  in  the  vo- 
lunteer laws  against  a  case  like  the  present, 
that  is,  in  other  words,  that  Mr.  Morrisoa 
had  done  nothing  contrary  to  law.  Well, 
and  what  in  this  case  did  this  Lord  Advocate 
do,  after  the  confession  that  nothing  illegal 
was  done  ?  Why,  he  gravely  said,  '*  that 
the  conduct  of  Morrison  was  most  atrocious." 
He  took  upon  him  to  say  this  without  evei: 
having  examined  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  without  having  adverted  to.  .the 
circumstance  that  the  servant  might  have 
been  flagrant  in  his  neglect  of  duty,  might 
have  left  his  house  open,  his  Jocks  utibolted, 
and  a  variety  pf  things  that  might  ruin  his 
master's  property..  He  considered  this  ja$ 
the  worst  point  of  tlie  whole  j  for  even  if 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  been  acting  in  a 
manner  perfectly  legal  in  other  respects,  yet 
he  had  no  right  thus  to  stigmatize' and  ca- 
lumniate a  British  subject,  and  to  punish 
him  worse  than  he  could  be  punished  by 
any  other  means  -,  to  punish  him  in  a  manner 
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which  CFCiy  gent,  who  heard  him  would 
think  worse  than  de^h  by  the  loss  of  his 
reputation  and  preptrty  It  would. be  better 
for  Mr.  Monison,  rather  than  endure  this, 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  were  tyrant  of  Scot- 
laody  and  possessed  of  the  power  to  hang 
him  op  at  once,  than  to  be  thus  calumniated 
by  him.  But  his  lordship  went  farther,  for 
be  exhorts  every  prrson  round  about  to  treat 
him  (Morrison)  with  contempt  and  scorn, 
and  to  hold  no  dealings  with  hitn  whatever. 
Could  the  house  hear  such  words  used  to  a 
British  subject  by  a  person  in  such  a  situa- 
tion: of  pablic  trust  without  the  greatest  in- 
dignation I  when  that  subject  had  done 
nothing  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country, 
even  in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  Lord  Advocate 
himself?  Such  conduct  he  trusted  the  house 
woald  think  merited  the  steps  which  he 
woold  think  it  his  doty  to  adopt,  in  case  the 
motion  he  was  about  io  submit  to  them  iit 
present  should  meet  their  approbation.  But 
it  was  not  only  in  his  characlftr  that  this 
farmer  was  to  suffer  ;  hi>  property  also  must 
be  mined.  No  people  were  to  hold  inter- 
course with  him.  Should  he  carry  his  corn 
to  market,  no  one  were  to  buy  it  ;  or  did 
be  offer  to  sell  his  wool,  all  were  to  refuse 
to  be  purchasers  at  any  price  ;  so  thit  this 
man  was  to  be  entirely  ruined ;  his  family 
starved  and  thrown,  with  himself,  as  out- 
casts upon  the  world.  But  still  farther,  the 
letter  proceeds  to  state,  that  there  were 
strong  grounds  to  suspect  that  Morrison*s 
conduct  had  proceeded  from  disaffection  and 
want  of  loyalty,  and  as  soon  as  the  iirst 
Frenchman  landed  in  the  country,  Morrison 
was  to  b«  arrested,  and  he  (the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate) informed  of  it.  If  the  letter  had 
concluded  with  this,  one  w*  old  be  apt,  con- 
tinned  Mr.  Whitbread,  to  ascribe  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  to  a  good  motive ;  for 
Mr.  Morrison's  life  wai  really  threatened 
by  this  outrageous  c  nduct.  While  Mr. 
Morrison  was  thus  represented  to  men  of 
]it>era!  education,  the  mob  might  look  upon 
him  as  a  proscribed  man,  or  an  outlaw^ 
and  think  they  had  the  Lord  Advocate's  au- 
thority for  doing  so.  The  might,  therefore, 
not  only  pillage  his  property,  but  even  at- 
tempt his  life  ;  and  one  would,  perhaps, 
t>e  apt  to  imagine,  if  his  lordship  had  con- 
cluded his  letter  by  ordering  him  to  be  put 
)n  gaol,  he  reasoned  with  himself  in  this 
manner,  '<  Why,  this  man*s^life  must  be 
in  danger  from  my  excommunication,  and 
therefore  to  keep  h jm  from  the  fury  of  the 
people,  I  shall  imprison  him.'^  But  when 
the  house  heard  what  followed,  they  would 
not  be  much  disposed  to  give  his  lordship 
fredit  for  soph  goodjnotlves.    But  how  had 


the  Lord  Advocate  power  to  order  diis  man 
to  be  arrested  ?  If  he  had,  it  was  proper 
that  an  act  should,  without  delay,  be  pass- 
ed, in  order  to  correct  a  fault  which  wat 
utterly  Inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
the  British  Constitution  ;  but  he  had  heard 
the  opinions  of  Scotch  lawyers  upon  the 
subject,  and  he  knew  that  the  Lord  Advo« 
cate  had  no  such  power.  Well  then,  sup- 
pose an  attempt  had  been  made  to  arrest 
Mr.  Morrison  :  suppose  that  Mr.  Morrison 
had  thought  proper  to  resist  that  arrest,  and 
in  so  doing  had  killed  a  man  ;  could  he  be 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  murder,  for  so. 
doing  }  Certainly  not.  Observe,  then,  to 
what  dreadful  consequences  this  strange, 
unprecedented,  and  moiistrous  act  of  autho- 
rity might  have  ledi  But  still  farther,  the 
letter  went  on  to  say,  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate "  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent 
I  Morrison  from  receiving .  any  compensa- 
{  tion,  in  case  his  property  was  pillaged  by 
the  enemy,  or  taken  by  the  King's  troops  I  * 
A  monstrous  conclusion  to  a  monstrous  bu- 
siness I  If  Mr.  Morrison  was  a  man  of 
feeling,  he  must  say  to  himself  and  to  his 
friends,  that  he  had  rather  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate had  been  a  tyrant  with  power  to 
hang  him  immediately,  than  &us  to  hold  him 
up  to  the  WorM  as  an  object  of  public  resent- 
ment and  detestation  y  as  a  man  with  whom 
no  person  should  have  any  dealings  or  com- 
munication,  by  which  his  family,  as  well  as 
himself,  were  liable  to  be  entirely  ruined 
for. ever.  Besides,  supposing  the  French 
had  landed,  such  a  proscription  was  likely 
to  affect  his  life,  as  every  one  ihust  know 
how  ready  a  mob  was  to  seize  on  such 
doctrines  as  lawful  signals  to  plunder  and 
pillage  the  object  against  whom  they  were 
directed.  These  were  the  bitter  sentences 
passed  by  the  Lord  Advocate  against  Mor- 
rison, and  they  had  already  operated  so  far 
as  to  make  a  considerable  impression  on 
a  person  of  liberal  education  in  the  same 
country,  who  had  expressed  himself  with 
great  warmth  against  Morrison.  Mr.  Forbes, 
the  sheriff  substitute,  had  fortunately  advised 
the  sheriff's  clerk  to  send  a  copy  of  the  let- 
ter to  Morrison,  and  to  put  the  original  on 
record,  which  gave  the  means  to  the  house 
to  come  at  it.  Another  circumstance, 
which  clearly  shewed  the  injustice  of  this 
transaction  in  deeper  colours,  was  a  letter 
written  by  the  sheriffs  clerk,  Mr.  Patrick 
Rose,  to  Mr.  Morrison,  in  which  he  advised 
him  to  buy  off  the  man  "  by  making  him 
as  handsome  an  allowance  as  possible,  as 
the  best  means  of  mitigating  the  severity  of 
the  Lord  Advocate."  Mr.  Whitbread  con- 
tended, that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  no  au- 
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thority,  even  by  the  law  of  Scotland*  to  act 
in  the  unprecedented  manner  he  had  done, 
and  that  such  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
subject  ought  to  raise  the  indignation  of  the 
bousQ.  It  mighty  perhaps,  be  said  that 
Morrison  may  have  his  action  against  the 
Lord  Advocate  j  bat  it  must  be  very  evi- 
dent, that  though  the  Lord  Advocate  has 
not  the  legal  power  to  do  what  he  has  done^ 
he  has  yet  very  great  power  indeed  ;  and 
small  would  be  the  chance  of  such  a  man 
as  Farmer  Morrison,  after  all  the  expenses 
that  must  accrue,  j-ecovering  a  fair  compen* 
station  in  damages  from  a  man  in  the  high 
official  situation  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  But 
even  though  he  should  recover,  it  became 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  house  to  interpose 
for  the  protection  <^  the  subject,  the  honour 
of  the  crown,  and  the  strict  but  impartial 
administration  of  public  justice.  He  had 
proceeded  so  far  on  the  authority  of  letters, 
ivhich  he  believed  to  be  true  and  legal ;  if 
they  were  forgeries,  he  should  have  to  beg 
pardon  of  the  Lord  Advocate  for  the  obser- 
vations he  had  made,  and  of  the  house,  for 
having  taken  up  $o  much  of  its  time  in  vain. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  "That  there  be 
laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of  so  much  of 
the  public  records  of  the  county  of  BamflT, 
as  contains  a  letter  signed  G.  Hope,  dated 
Edinburgh,  30th  Dec.  1803,  and  addressed 
10  George  Forbes,  Esq.  sheriff  substitute  of 
Bamffbhire,  relative  to  Mr.  Morrison  ;  also^ 
a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Geo.  Forbes, 
the  sheriff- substitute  of  the  county  of 
Bamfif.  to  Mr.  Patrick  Rose,  the  sheriff's 
clerk,  on  the  same  subject  i**  the  question  be- 
ing put. 

The  Chancellor  of.  ihe  Exchequer  rose,  and 
spoke  as  follows  : — Sir,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion at  present  to  propose  any  objection  to 
the  motion  which  has  been  made.  I  feel, 
on  the  contrary^  very  desirous  that  the  papers 
called  for  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  In 
this  stage  of  the  business  it  would  be  impro- 
per for  me  to  enter  at  any  length  into  the 
discussion  of  this  subject,  and  therefore  I  shall 
barely  content  myself  with  observing,  that 
the  hon.  j^ent.  who  has  brought  forward 
this  motion,  has,  in  many  instances,  at- 
tempted to  put  constructions  on  the  letters 
which  he  adverted  to  which  in  their  obvious 
sense  they  will  not  bear.  But  to  these  in- 
stances I  mean  not  at  present  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  house.  Ijet  the  matter 
come  fairly  before  the  house,  and  this  is 
a  claim  which  the  learned  lord  has  io 
justice  upon  the  house.  Let  the  matter 
come  before  us  fairly ;  let  not  the  minds  of 
^e  gentlemen  of  this  house  be  pre-occupied, 
t>i^t  let  v^s  epter  ^ith  candoi^r^  an4  W^tho^t 


prejudice  or  passion  in  this  affair,  which  I 
acknowledge  to  be  of  the  highest  import* 
ance.  No  one.  Sir,  can  be  more  ready  to 
acknowledge,  that  if  a  private  individual 
suffers  oppi^ssion  from  a  public  man,  it  is 
a  matter  of  the  highest  importance.  But 
we  ought  to  consider  the  motives  by  which 
the  learned  lord  was  actuated  3  and  if  it 
appear  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord 
proceeded  from  the  purest  zeal  operating  on 
a  strong  and  ardent  mind  acting  in  critical 
times  y  if  I  say,  it  should  be  found  that  his 
motives  of  action  proceeded  from  that  ardour 
of  mind  which  he  has  always  manifested, 
then  this  particular  case  ought  not  to  be  too 
eagerly  dwelt  upon,  nor  ought  the  house 
to  be  too  ready  to  condemn  him.  His  con- 
duct has  always  shewn  itself  exemplary,  and 
he  has  proved  himself  an  ornament  not  only 
to  the  public  office  which  be  holds,  but  <o 
his  country  and  to  his  friends.  Such  is  the 
character  of  the  learned  lord  1  but  on  this 
particular  question  I  mean  not  to  enter,  but 
am  rather  desirous,  for  the  present,  to  de- 
precate discussion,  and  to  avoid  debate.  I 
shall  therefore  only  add  one  circumstance. 
The  hon.  gent,  has  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  learned  lord  has  not  appeared  in  his 
place.  Sir,  no  man  would  more  readily 
meet,  face  to  face,  any  charge  that  could 
be  brought,  against  him;  but  let  me  in  my 
turn  express  some  surprise  that  since  this 
business  toek  place,  in  Oct.  last,  it  has  not 
been  brought  forward  till  now.  I  do  not 
say  this  with  a  view  to  reflect  upon  the  hon» 
gent. ;  but  it  certainly  does  throw  a  suspi- 
cion upon  the  party  concerned.  This,  how- 
ever, was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  the  Lord 
Advocate  was  in  town  lately  for  some  weeks, 
although  he  is  now  confined  by  his  public 
duty  to  Edinburgh.  The  letters  I  believe, 
in  point  of  fact,  to  be  genuine ;  and  the 
learned  lord  has  no  intention  to  deny  them. 
In  the  ope  relative  to  the  money  trans- 
action, written  by  Rose,  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  say  that  be  had  no  concern,  as 
the  hon.  gent,  has  thereof  entirely  acquitted 
him,  as  he  certainly  ought  to  be  acquitted. 
All  J  desire  of  the  house  is,  that  when  this 
business  comes  again  forward,  they  will 
come  to  it  with  minds  free  from  prejudice, 
prepared  to  consider  th^  whole  with  candour 
and  impartiality. 

Mr.  fb*,— With  respect,  Sir,  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  n^otion,  as  bringing  a  most  se- 
rious and  weighty  ch^irge  against  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  I  shall  not  at  present 
deliver  any  opiniojp.  1  feel  the  necessity  of 
having  a  charge  of  such  magnitude  fully 
and  fairly  discussed  j  but  I  protest,  that  it  is 
mjr  ^ish  w4  hope  \)\2\  -yvh^n  tliiedayof 
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•discussion  shall  come,  the  Lord  Advocate 
inajr  be  able  to  make  a  much  better  defence 
for  his  conduct  than  has  been  offered  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.     I  hope  he  will  ht  able  to 
make  a  much  better  defence  than  merely  to 
say  his  conduct  proceeded  from  the  exer- 
tions of  an  ardent  and  xealous  mind,  aciing 
in  critical  times  contrary  to  the  law,  but 
with  gjod  intentions.     Gracious  God  !  Is  it 
in  this  house  that  we  are  to  hear  this  doc- 
trine ?  Is  it  in  this  house,  in  which  we  have 
heard  so  many  discussions  on  the  miseries 
and  extravagancies  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and  all  the  atrocities  that  have  marked 
its  different  stages,  that  we  are  now,  for- 
sooth, to  be  told  that  every  thing  is  to  be 
excused  which  proceeds  from  the  exertions 
of  "  an   ardent  and  zealous  mind,"  "actihg, 
in  critical  times,  with  good  intentions?    If 
this   is   to   be  the  received  'doctVine,  what 
Crimes,   or  what  atrocities  can  there  be  of  a 
public  nature  which  may  not  stand  excused  ? 
The  right  hdn.  gent.  (Mr.  Piet)  has  stated, 
as  a  presJumption  in  favour  of  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate,   that   wherc'as  this   transaction    oc- 
cuiTed  several  months  ago.  it  had  not  been 
complai  ned  of  till  lately :  it  is  well  known, 
however,  to  any  person  who  has  studied  the. 
history  of  oppression  and  tyranny,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  principal  features  of  it,  that  the 
person  oppressed  docs  not  dare  to  complain 
against  his  oppressor,  and  therefore  it  might 
appear  more  surprising  to  find  that  a  ci;m- 
plaint  has  been  made  at  all,  than  that  it 
was  not   made  sooner. — As    to  the  letter- 
written  by  Mr.  Rose,  that  certainly  cannot 
be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Lord  Advocate, 
nor  can  It  be  at  all  supposed  that  he  knew 
any  thing  of  its  contents,  but  it  'was  very 
material  in  this  point  of  view,  to  shew  the 
consequences  which  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pegied  to  fallow.     The  wliole  consequences 
of  an  act  of  opj^ression  are  not  always  in  the 
mind  or  contemplation   of  the  oppressor ; 
but  it  is  not  enough  for  him  to  say,  *•  I  did 
not  mean  that  tlial  consequence  should  fol- 
low, when  I  acted  oppressively  and  against 
the  law 5"  therefore,  my  hon.  friend  was, 
in  my  opinion,  perfectly  right  in  stating  this 
feature* of  the  case,  as  a  consequenc2  which 
has  taken  place,   and  which  was  likely  to 
take  place^  from  the  conduct  of  t lie  Lord 
Advocate.     What  "  a  zealous  and  ardent 
mind"  may  intend  only  as  an  example  of 
-terror,  may  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
practical  injuries  5  and  it  would  be  an  absurd 
defence  to    say  that  the  impropriety  of  a 
man's  conduct,  or  the  injuries  resulting  from 
it,  should  be  disregarded,  if  only  it  could  be 
jupposed   that  his  intcuiiois    ver-    ^ood. 
^1  though  in  9  moral  point  of  view,  crimi- 
Voi..  II. 


nality  may  principally  depend  on  the  ititen- 
tions  of  the  agent,  yet,  in  every  society  in 
the  world  the  essence  of  crimes,  as  cogniza- 
ble before  human  tribunals,  depedds  princi- 
pally on  the  injury  it  does  to  society.  It  i* 
to  pi-eservc  socict)  from  the  bad  consequences 
which  result  from  the  ill-conduct  of  indi- 
viduals, that  laws  are  made  and  tribuilals 
appointed)  not  so  much  t6  judge  bf  men's 
intentions,  which  are  best  known  to  them- 
selves, but  of  their  actions^  which  alone  are 
open  to  the  cognizance  of  the  law.  I  there- 
fore again  say,  that  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  may  be  able  to 
make  a  better  defence,  when  his  conduct 
comes  to  be  examined,  than  merely  to  say, 
that  he  acted  from  the  impulse  of  an  ardent 
and  zealous  mind,  and  that  his  inclinatio;is 
were  good.  I  think  it  needless,  at  preseht, 
to  say  more  upon  the  subject,  as  it  appears 
to  be  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that  it  is  one  of 
such  magnitude,  with  respect  to  the  liberty 
of  the  subjects  of  this  country,  that  it  must, 
on  a  future  dny,  meet  with  a  full  and  fair 
discussion. — After  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion from'Mr.  Whiibrcad,  the  two  motions 
were  severally  put  and  agreed  to. 

[lHi:>n  EljictionBill.] — Mr.  J.F'uz* 
gpakl  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  abill  to 
Smend  the  act  of  the  35th  of  his  Majesty, 
for  regulating  the  election  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  as  far  as  the  same  re- 
lates to  freeholds  in  Ireland,  under  the 
yearly  value  of  ci20.  He  stated,  that  the 
practice  of  registering  at  present  was  pro- 
ductive  of -the  greaiest  mischief,  and  led  to 
undue  returns  and  perjury,  and  that  the 
number  of  small  freeholders  registered  last 
year  amounted  to  ^  79:000.  He  then  stated 
the  manner  in  which  his  bill  proposed  to 
remedy  that;  which  was,  by  requiring  the 
registering  to  be  at  least  J  2  months  previous 
to  the  election,  and  under  the  additional 
forms  he  then  pointed  out.  He  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill^  to 
amend  the  act  of  the  35th  of  the  King,  re- 
specting elections  in  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  he  perfectly 
approved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Sir  John  Stewart  observed,  that  great  in- 
convenience might  possibly  result  from 
making  any  great  alteration  in  the  terms  of 
freehold  leases  in  that  country.  In  tlie 
north  of  Ireland,  almost  every  weaver  pos- 
sessed a  freehold,  and  it  might,  in  future, 
be  of  the  utroo«it  importance  to  the  interests 
of  such  a  description  of  freeholders,  if  any 
material  alteration  was  made  in  the  nature 
of  their  tenure. 

Mr.  Bagwell  described  an  instance  of  thd 
present  mode  of  qualification  for  freeholders 
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wbiob  appeired  to  him  to  be  extremely  im<- 
proper.  Twenty  or  thirty  persons  were  ga* 
th^epl  round  a  table,  not  one  third  of  whoai> 
in  noiBny  instances,  understand  a  word  of 
Boglish-,  an  oath  was  read  to  them  in  £n- 
l^ish  I  and  that  in  so  complicated  a  (onn, 
99  that  it  would  require  some  deliberatioo, 
as  well  as  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  the 
ftmcture  of  the  English  language,  to  com- 
lately  understand  it.  When  that  was  done» 
the  cierk>  knowing  that  every  one  of  them 
could  not  understand  the  plain  English 
Words>  *'  Kiss  the  book/'  said  to  them, 
^^  Poag  a  Hour/'  that  is,  in  English,  *^  Kisa 
the  b(x>k."  Every  man  kissed  the  book  ac- 
cordingly, and  by  that  means  was  as  well 
qualified  a^  a  man  of  <£lO>000  a  year,  and 
possessing  the  roost  enlightened  understand* 
sng,  who  might  have  considered  and  read 
qlVer  the  oath  at  his  leisure. — Leave  was 
tben  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[WOOLLBK     C|*OT»IERS*     BlJ,L.]— Mr. 

R,  La$eeUes  moved,  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  Woollen  clothiers'  bill  should  be  fixed 
for  to-morrow. 

Admiral  BerhJ^  reminded  the '  hon, 
member  that  another  question  of  consider-- 
able  ifiiportance  dlready  stood  JFor  to-mor- 
90W.  Hetherffore  suggested  tiiat  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill  should  be  postponed  to  a 
foture  day. — After  a  few  other  observations 
irom  Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  Lord  *repaple,  &c. 
io  which  the  thinness  of  the  house  was 
urged  as  a  consideration  that  should  induce 
the  house  nut  to  make  any  order  on  the 
bosin^ss^  Lord  Temple  moved,  that  the 
bouse  be  counted  — The  house  was  accord- 
ingly ctaunlcdi  and  there  beipg  only  36  memT 
b^rs  present,  an  adjournment  immediately 
took  place* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Jliursday^  June  7,   1604. 

[A^i'^iSBuaT  Election  Bilt..]— On  the 
order  of  the  day  being  moved  lor  Uiesccopd 
reading  of  the  Aylesbury  bribery  biH, 

|jord  Gren^iUe  rose  and  stated,  that  how<; 
ever  consonapt  to  \m  own  idr^  the  prp vi- 
sions of  this  bill  might  be,  and  hpwcver 
much  he  might  think  them  founded  in  jus- 
tice and  propriety,  it  \vas  not  his  intention, 
if  a  single  member  of  that  house  disapproved 
of  it,  or  thought  that  sujHcienl  evidence  pf- 
the  utility  of  it  did  not  already  ex ^st,  to  prpss 
it  on  their  lordships'  consideration,  until 
they  had  fanhtr  invastigated  its  principles. 
Be  should  therefore  move,  that  wiuiesses 
be  heard  in  support  of  the  allegations  of  the 
petitiuners  for  the  bill  i  and,  as  few  of  their 


lordfbips  possessed  that  legal  koowledga  • 
whieh  might  restrain  the  evidence  withio 
legjal  bounds,  he  should  fu-opose^that  counsel 
assist  to  examine  the  witnesses.  He  said^ 
he  did  this  to  meet  the  wiahes  of  the  other 
ooble  lords,  for  he  was  still  persuaded  that 
the  evidence  produced  in  the  committee  of 
the  other  house,  was  sufificient  ground  for 
their  lordships  to  proceed  on  wiih.regard  to 
this  bill.  He  then  moved,  that  the  secoocl 
reading  of  the  bill  be  postponed  till  Monday 
next* 

The  Lord  Chaneellwr  assented  to  thia 
course,  provided  it  was  understood  their 
lordt»hips  called  in  counsel  for  their  own  aa« 
ftistance.  He  would  again  observe^  how 
ever,  that  no  case,  whatever  may  be  its 
enormity,  could  persuade  him  that  it  ^as^t 
to  pass  this  bill,  on  a  partial  principle,  and 
violating  the  constitution,  as  it  did.  H« 
would  also  say,  that  he  should  be  glad  thai 
the  noble  lords  were  convinced  bow  impos* 
sible  it  was  to  consider  the  matter  given  in 
evidence  before  the  committee  of  the  other 
house,  as  legal  evidence  for  their  lordships' 
comideration. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  till  Monday,  and  witnesses  wer^ 
^amined  in  support  of  the  bill  by  Mn 
Plomer  and  Mr.  G^selee,  and  cross-ex  a* 
mined  by  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Dampier^ 
counsel  against  the  bill.  Their  evidence  re*> 
lated  chiefiy  to  the  distribution  of  money  to 
the  electors,  as  already  stated  in  the  printed 
minutes  of  the  examinations  before  the  tx>m» 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  A  wit« 
ness,  named  John  Toms,  stated,  that  since 
his  examiofltioU  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons^  he  had  made  a  me- 
morandum of  the  names  of  voters  who  had 
acknowledged  to  him,  between  that  tinio 
and  the  present,  that  they  had  received  part 
of  the  money  distributed  at  the  election.*^ 
Their  lordships  ordered  that  thin  wttnets 
should  go  to  Aylesbury  for  this  memoran- 
dum, which  he  stated,  he  had  left  at  hone ; 
and  the  deputy  serjeant  at  arms  was  orderevl 
to  accompany  htm,  for  the  purpose  of  slat- 
ing to  the  house  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  paper  siiaU  be  found.  He  was 
given  to  understand,  that  his  beir^  accom- 
panied by  the  oificer  alluded  to,  was  not 
intended  to  render  him  uneasy,  but  to  give 
due  weight  to  his  evidence.  He  was  ^len 
conduct^  from  the  bar,  and  the  hoose  aiU  • 
journed. 

HOUSE  OJF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  June  ^t  1804. 
[MiKUTXs.]  — The  ri|ht  b^n,  George 
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tt^  took  the  oath»  and  his  seat,  on  his  re* 
election  for  Ohristchuroh.*— A  petit ioDi  pre* 
seated  by  Mr.  Latouche,  frpcn  the  Corn 
merchants  of  Dabliil,  and  others  concerned 
in  the  Irish  corn  tiade,  witli  respect  to  the 
atate  of  the  com  trade  between  Ireland  and 
Bogland,  &c.  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
lile  J  as  was  a  petition,  presented  by  Mr. 
Deat,  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
ix>ncemed  in  the  slave  trade,  against  the  bill 
lor  the  abolition  of  that  trade.  Counsel  was 
ordered  to  be  heard  upon  tbc^lattcr  petition. 
^^The  second  reading  of  the  woollen  clo- 
Thiers'  regalation  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lascelles,  postponed  till  tomorrow* — 
Mr.  Rose  mentioned,  that  a  place  in  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster  bad  fallenj  by  reversion, 
sato  the  possession  of  a  member  of  that 
house ;  and  doubts  tieing  entertained  whe<' 
ther  such  member  was,  in  consequence  of 
.this  circumstance,  obliged  to  vacate  his 
seat,  the  right  hon.  gent,  gave  notice,  that 
be  wpuld  to-morrow  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion, which  should  have  for  its  object  to  re<» 
move  those  doubts. — On  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Kose^  the  house  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
last  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Liskeard 
election  petition^  in  whidi  it  was  resolved^ 
**  that  John  Dayman,  the  under-sheriff  of 
Cornwall,  had  acted  contrary  to  his  duty, 
«od  to  the  privileges  of  parliament.*'  He 
then  movedj  that  the  charge  against  John 
Dayman  be  beard  at  the  bar  of  tb^  house  on 
Monday  next  $ '  that  a  copy  of  the  said 
charge  be  sent  to  him;  and  that  he  be  at 
libetty  to  be  heard  by  counsel.  Ordered.-— 
Mr.  H.  Thornton  presented  a  petition  from 
several  insolvent  debtors,  praying  for  relief. 
•««4!)n  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  the 
committees  of  supply  of  ways  and  means 
were  put  off  till  to-morrow  5  and  the  com- 
nittee  on  the  Irish  revenue  regulation  bill 
was  put  off  till  Monday  se*nnight. 

[Conduct  of  Juoob-Fox  ]— Sir  James 
Suwari  rose,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had 
given,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  of  the  court 
ofcoinmop  pleas,  in  Ireland.  He  was  ex* 
tremely  sorry  that  the  painful  duty  should 
be  imposed  on  hina,  of  bringing  forward  a 
lenoas  charge  against  a  pejrson  holding  so 
liigh  and  honourable  a  situation  as  that  of 
one  of  the  ji}dges  of  the  land.  But  when 
<eiK:h  persons  njade  an  improper  use  of  their 
fiothority,  it  Was  the  duty  of  parliament  to 
enquire  into  their  conduct.  The  hon;  bart. 
then  recapitulated  the  leading  pomts  of  a 
petition,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and 
which,  he  said,  came  from  a  very  respect- 
ibk  magistrate  m  the  xkortb  of  Irclat^d.    He 


then  presented  the  petition,  whteli  vm  PBfA 
by 'the  clerk.  It  purported  to  be  the  |^tii» 
tton  of  John  Hart,  of  BaUymagard,  in  the 
liberties  of  the  city  of  Londonderry,  and  set 
forth,  *'  tliat  the  petitioner  is  possessed  o£ 
ooosiderable  estates,  situate  chiefly  in  the 
Counties  x>f  Donegal!  and  Loqdoadprrf^  and 
hds  usually,  for  ihany  yeavs  past^  served  as  A 
grand  juror  fi>r  the  said  coume^,  and  m  that 
capacity  the  petitioner  attended  at  the  last 
summer  assisles  iFbr  the  county  of  DpU^fall^ 
the  hon.  Luke  Fox,  one  c^  the  justices  ot 
the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Ireland,  thed 
presiding  as  a  judge  in  the  crown  coqrt  of 
the  said  county  ;  at^d  (liat  a  person^  named 
Anderson  Dobson,  was  pot  on  his  trial,  at 
the  said  assizes,  £i>v  a 'misdemeanor,  inhar-^ 
iog  proctared  a  magistrate  to  sign  an  affida^ 
vit,  purporting  to  have  been  m^  to  account 
for  the  due  exfienditure  of  public  raon^  la 
making  a  road*  without  having  actually  ad« 
rnlnistered  the  osdi  to  the  person  stated  td 
have  made  the  affidavit,  sad  which  person^ 
together  with  the  petit  ipner,  had  been  a{M 
pointed  overseers  by  the  grand  jory  to  tasiM 
the  said  road  ;  and  that  hk  did  pot  at  diact 
or  interfere  in  piaking  the  said  rc^ad^  but 
altogether  left  the  bhsiness  to  the  other  over<» 
seer  so  appointed  ;  and  that  the  petitlooeri 
on  the  said  trial,  was  called  tspon,  by  thp 
said  As^ierson  Dobson,  to  be9r  testinaon^ 
to  his  being  a  man  of  a  fair  tfnd  boaeit 
character,  which  testimony  the  petitioner 
did  give  1  and  the  evidence  being  closed* 
Mr.  Justice  Fox,  in  chargiug  the  jury  whQ 
tried  the  issue^  stated  what  the  petitionaT 
had  sworn,  and,  in  animadverting  ot^  hit 
testimony,  said,  "  but  who«  gentlemen,  wiU 
**  give  a  character  of  this  Mr.  Hurt,  degrad-* 
<^  ed  and  di^aced  as  he  is  by  thb  traosac** 
^*  tion,  which  will  intail  eternal  infamy  and 
'*  disgrace  on  his  posterity?"  though  the 
petitioner  had  not«  in  aoy  manner,  been 
concerned  in  (he  transaction  which  caused 
the  said  trial  ;  cor  was  any  evidence  theOi 
or  at  any  time,  given  to  warrant  even  asus« 
picion  that  the  petitiooer  conld  be  guilty  t»f 
such  aii  offt^nce ;  atid  that  the  jury  having 
retired,  remeinedsome  time  enclosed,  wheti 
they  were  sent  for  by  Mr.  Justice  Fo*^  and 
askM  if  they  hiad  agreed  to  thehr  verdwt,  and 
fhey  informed  him,  that  (tiey  were  divided 
in  opinion,  that  some  of  them  were  for  find- 
ing the  said  Dobson  guilty,  and  others  were 
for  acquitting  him  -,  and  those  that  were  for 
aeqoitiing  him  said  they  had  no  doubt  of 
bis  having,  prevailed  on  the  cnaglstsate  to 
sign  the  said  sfflidavit^  without  having  ad* 
ministered  any  oath  to  the  person  who  waj 
stated  to  have  sworn  it,  which  they  thought 
was  a  bad  act,  .but  they  did  Aot  think  he  had 
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bcfen  gttiltjT  of  any  soch  fraad  as  was  laid 
in  tbe  indictment,  he  not  havings  picketed 
uny  thing  bj  it,  or  words  to  that  effect ; 
■nd  that  "the  jary  having  again  retired,  they 
were  enclosed  tUI  about  half  past  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  when  Mr.  Justice  Fox  sent 
for  them,  and^  on  their  coming  into  court, 
ihejT  said  they  were  still  divided  in  opinion, 
whereupon  Mr.  Justice  Fox  desired  them 
lotgo  back  to  their  jury  room,  and  con- 
cluded, by  saying,  if  they  did  not  agree 
In  ten  minutes,  *  he  would  adjourn  the 
court  till. 6  o'cloek  on  Monday  morning,  it 
"beiag  then  Saturday ;  whereupon  the  jury 
retired,  and  not  having  agreed  within  the 
lime  ,t6  which  they  were  limited  by  Mr. 
Jostiee  Fox,  he  did  adjourn  the  court  till 
Monday  morning,  and  proceeded  to  dinner 
with  the  grand  jury ;  but,  before  he  got 
to  the  head  of  the  dinner  room,,  and  din- 
ner not  having  been  served,  he  was  fbl-, 
lowed  by  the  sub-sherilf,  who  informed  him, 
ibat  the  jury  bad  agreed ;  to  ^ich  Mr. 
Justice  Fox  replied,  ^^  they  may  cool  their 
^*  consciences  till  6  oVdock  on  Monday 
"  morning  5"  and  the  jury,  being  under 
the  necessitv  of  remaining  enclosed  till  ihe 
Monday  following,  and  Ira  via  g  again  re- 
lumed to  their  former  opinkms  in  conse*; 
quence  of  their  confinement,,  they  were 
on  that  day  conveyed  to  the  verge  ot  the 
county,  and  discharged'  by  the  said  judge  ; 
and  that  he  was  not  present  in  court  at  the 
time. when  Mr. Justice  Fox  used  the  ex* 
pressions  above  stated  reflecb'ng  on  the 
petitioner,-  and,  not  being  informed  of  it, 
the  petitioner,  early  on  Sunday  morning, 
waited  on  the  judge  at  his  lodgings,  where 
he  found  him  accompanied  by  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  }  the  petitioner  said,  that  he 
came  to  make  a  request  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  considered  unreasonable, 
as  the  business  of  the  grand  jury  was  over, 
and  nothing  remained  for  them  to  do  but  to 
pass  the  presentments  :  Mr.  Justice  Fox 
«sked,  **  Pray,  Sir,  what  is  itr  to  which 
the  petitioner  answered,  that  be  hoped  he 
would  permit  him  to  return  to.Derry  on 
that  day,  as  be  had  ordered  a  meeting,  of 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  lower  liberties  of 
J>erry,  by  public  advertisement,  at  la 
k>'clock  on  the  ne^^t  day,  fox  the  purpose 
■<>f  forming  a  corps  of  yeomanry  for  the  de- 
ffence  of  the  country.  Mr.  Justice  Fox 
thereupon  said,  *'  Sir,  yau  know  your 
/'  duty,  and  I  know  mine;  your  attend* 
**<  ance  to-morrow  is  indispensably  neces- 
/*  sary ;"  upon  which  the  petitioner  retired; 
iand  Mr.  Justice  Fox  having  gone  into  court 
aboiit  a  quaii^ter  of  an  hour  after  6  o'clock 
c»i)  the  Monday  (which  was  the  2  >th  of 


Aug.  last)  directed  that  the  crown  soltcitdr 
should  be  called,  and  he  having  appeared^ 
Mr.  Justice  Fox.  addressed  him  in  these 
words ;  "  Go,  Sir,  and  do  as  I  directed  yxm 
^*  yesterday  }'*  upon  which  the  crown  so- 
licitor went  out  of  court,  and  took  one  Wil* 
liam  Chambers,  the  conservator  of  the  roads 
(who  had  been  the  principal  prosecutor  of 
Dobson)  with  him;  the  grand  jury  (amongst 
whom  the  petitioner  attended)  having  been 
previously  called  over,  and  attending  in 
court,  the  crown  solicitor  and  Chanioers 
having  shortly  afterwards  returned,  and 
Mr,  Justice  Fox  thereupon  ordered  a  ma/ 
gistrate,  who  was  then  standing  in  court, 
to  take  Chambers*  examination  against  the 
petitioner,  and  an  information,  ready  drawn 
out,  was  then  produced  by  the  crown  so- 
licitor, which  information,  the  petitiorer 
has  reason  to  believe,  was  prepared  by  the 
instruction,  and  under  the  imuiediate  au- 
thority and  direction,  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox 
himself ;  and  that  the  crown  solicitor  bav« 
ing  handed  the  information  lo  the  magis-> 
trate  who  had  been  ordered  to  take  it,  the 
magistrate  was  proceeding  to  read  it,  con- 
ceiving it  his  duty  so  to  do  before  he  should 
examine  acd  swear  any  person  to  the  troth 
of  its  contents,  upon  which  Mr.  Justice  Fca 
reprimanded  him  for  so  doing,  and  would 
not  permit  him  to  read  it,  which  indueeid 
the  magistrate  to  express  surprize  that  he 
should  be  ordered  to  take  or  subscribe  an 
information  which  he  had  not  read  previoas 
to  its  being  sworn  ;  however,  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  judge,  the  magistrate 
administered  the  ususll  oath,  and  took 
the  said  information;  and  that,  as  soon 
as  the  information  was  thus  sworn j  Mr. 
Justice  Fox  turned  towards  the  grand  ju- 
rors (with  whom  the  petitioner  then  was) 
and  said,  he  had  much  concern  in  calling 
the  attention  of  tt^e  grand  jury  to  another 
subject  of  much  moment ;  that  a  member 
of  the  grand .  inquest  of  the  county  stood 
charged  before  him  with  a  very  atrocious 
oifence ;  he  then  proceeded  to  state,  that 
Anderson  Dobson  had  been  put  upon  his 
trial  before  him  on  Saturday,  and  he  de- 
tailed very  minntely  the  evidence  which 
had  been  given  on  the  trial ;  he  said,  that 
after  the  evidence  had  been  closed,  and 
the  trial  over,  Mr.  Hart  had  come  on  J:he 
table  of  himself  (which  the  petitioner  de- 
nies to  have  been  true,  the  petitioner  hav- 
ing been  called  on  by  the  said  Dobson  in  his 
defence)  to  give  a  character  of  the  traverser; 
and  that  when  he  came  to  animadvert  to  the 
petit  jury  on  that  part  of  the  evidence  so 
given  by  ihe  petitioner,  he  had  thqught  it 
his  duty  to  soy,  ♦*  who,  gentlemen,  would 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•iJ37l 


t^ARL.  DEBATES,  JvHi  7,  ISOA.^OinBuct  of.  Judge  Fov, 


♦*  give  a  character  of  this  Mr.  Hart,  de- 
^  graded  and  disgraced  as  he  was  by  an 
*^  infamous  crime,  by  which  he  has  intail- 
**  ed  disgrace  on  his  posterity,  and  infamy 
•*  on  his  character  and  name  ?**  Mr.  Justice 
Fox  then  proceeded  to  apply  the  evidence 
so  stated  by  him  to  have  been  given  against 
Mr,  Dobson  to  the  petitioner,  and  slated, 
that  in  consequence  of  such  flagrapt  con- 
duct, he  had  directed  the  crown  solicitor  to 
'prosecute  him  ;  and,  an  examination  hav- 
ing been  sworn,  he  must  order  him 
into  the  dock,  and  desired  the  sheriff  to 
^ake  the  petitioner  into  custody,  where- 
•upon  the  petitioner  was  taken  into  custody 
by  the  sub-sberrfF,  and  placed  in  front  of 
the  bar,  where  traversers  usually  stand  for 
trial ;  which  being  perceived  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Fox,  he  directed  that  the  petitioner 
should  be  put  to  the  bar,  in  consequence  of 
which  direction  the  sub-sheriff  then  put  him 
•in  the  place  where  felons  are  arraigned, 
and  receive  sentence  5  and  the  petitioner 
being  placed  in  that  degrading  situation, 
and  standing  as  a  convicted  felon  ab  >ut  to 
receive  the  judgment  of  tlielaw,  Mr.  Jus- 
^e  Fox  contumeliously  asked  him,  what 
have  you.  Sir,  to  say  ?  you  are  Jiow  at  li- 
berty to.  go  on,  addressing  him  in  the  style 
and  manner  as  it  he  were  really  a  convict- 
ed felon ;  but  the  petitioner  being  so  affect- 
ed and  Confounded  by  an  add  cess  so  violent 
and  unexpected;  and  from  being  placed  in 
80'  public  and  so  degrading  a  situation, 
jconid  at  first  scarcely  articulate  a  word 
with  an  audible  voice,  but  having  recover- 
ed a  little  from  his  embarrasment  and  dia- 
.tress  of  mind,  he  did  make  a  few  observa- 
tions, after  which  he  was  obliged  to  listen 
silently  to  a  most  reproachful  address  from 
Mr,  Justice  Fox,  who,  whilst  the  petitioner 
was  in  custody,  untried,  and  in  the  hear- 
ing of  those  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
pot  the  prisoner  upon  his  trial,  and  to  de- 
cide upon  hb  guilt  or  innocence,  and  hold- 
ing up  the  petitioner  to  the  rcsentAient  and 
indignation  of  his  country,  amongst  other 
things,  addressed  the  petitioner  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  You  have  charged  me, 
*'  as  a  judge  sent  to  administer  justice, 
*'  with  criminal  conduct,  because  I  direct- 
**  ed  you  should  be  puit  upon  vour  trial  for 
"  a  most  infamous  crime.  Whether  the 
^*  agitation  in  which  [  see  you  proceeds 
•*•  from  a  sense  of  insulted  honour  or  de- 
**  tecled  guih,  from  a  wounded  spirit  or 
'*  habitual  dt-pravity,  I  know  not;  but  I 
**  can  only  attribute  your  conduct  to  a 
**  hardened,  sense  of  being  u^ed  to  such 
••  malpractices.  A  ch?irge  of  the  roost 
^  eaormoui  nature  is  made  against  you. 


i5$i 

"  disgracing  tlie  grand  inquest  of  the  coon* 
^*  try,  not. in  their  persons,  but  yours/* 
Mr.  Justice  Fox,  in  the  course  of  the  ad- 
dress, expressed  his  determination  of  re* 
turning  the  ensuing  circuit  for  the  express 
purpose  of  trying  the  petitioner,  and  in  the 
hearing  of  the  grand  jury,  declared  iha% 
if  they  should  hesitate  in  finding  the  bill  of 
indictment,  he  would  direct  the  solicitor 
for  the  crown  to  apply  to  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  for  an  information  against  tb^ 
petitioner  ;  and  that  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  in 
furtherance  of  such  his  avowed  determina- 
tion to  return  next  circuit  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  the  petitioner  hhnself,  desired 
that  his  lodgings  should  be  kept  for  him* 
and  that,  after  he  had  rwnained  some  time 
in  the  dock,  without  knowing  what  Mr. 
Justice  Fox's  further  intentions  were,  or 
for  what  alleged  crime  or  offence  the  pe- 
titioner was  then  committed,  and  placed  in 
.the  common  felons'  dock,  Mr.  Justice  Foic 
informed  the  petitioner,  that,"  as  it  wa« 
then  too  late  to  have  an  indictment  pre- 
pared, the  petitioner  might  give  bail,  and 
directed  that  the  petitioner  should  be 
bound  in  i,oool.  and  t^vo  sureties  in  ;jooJ. 
each,  for  the  petitioner's  appearance  to 
take  his  trial  at  the  ensuing  assizes  for  the 
offence  contained  in  the  said  examination 
which  the  said  judge  would  not  suffer  to 
be  read,  or  even  stated,  but  which  offence, 
be  it  what  it  mighty  the  said  Mr.  Justice  Fox 
had  prejudged,  and  pronounced  the  peti- 
tioner to  have  been  guiltyof.  The  petitioner, 
therefore,  entered  into  such  security,  and 
was  accordingly  released,  but  remained  so 
but  a  short  time  5  for,  shortly  after  the 
petitioner  was  so  released,  the  said  judge 
did  again  order  the  petitioner  to  be  taken 
again  into  custody,  on  an  allegation  that 
the  petitioner  had  entered  into  some  con- 
veraation  with  some  of  the  jurors  after 
they  had  been  locked  up  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  their  verdict  on  the  trial  of  the 
said  DQbson,  and  directed  the  petitioner 
to  be  prosecuted  for  such  offence,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  petitioner,  at  the  ensuing  as- 
sizes, was  tried  and  acquitted  of  such 
charge  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  attended^ 
as  he  was  bound,  at  the  ensuing  assizes, 
and  no  bill  having  been  sent  up  against  the 
petitioner  for  the  said  alleged  offence,  for 
which  the  petitioner  had  been  so  commit- 
ted to  the  felons*  dock  by  Mr.  Justice  Fox, 
the  petitioner  instructed  his  counsel  to  ask 
the  crown  solicitor,  in  court,  on  the  se- 
cond day  of  the  assizes,  whether  the  pro- 
secution was  intended  to  be  abandoned, 
and  he  replied,  that  he  believed  it  was  not 
intended  to    send   up  a  bill  of  indictment 
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against  the  petitioner  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner, believing  there  was  no  charge  con- 
tained in  Chambers*  said  information  against 
the  petitioner  that  would,  iri  the  opinion 
f>f  the  lawyers  concerned  on  the  part  of 
the  crown,  warrant  the  grand  jury  to  find 
a  bill  of  indictment  on  it  against  the  peti* 
tioner,  and  the  petitioner  feeling  it  ex- 
tremely unjust  ai)d  oppressive  to  have  such 
a  chaV^e  undisposed  of,  did  again  instruct 
bis  counsel,  anc(  they  did  apply  to  the 
court,  on  the  last  day  of  the  assizes,  to 
make  the  crown  solicitor  either  send  up  an 
indictment,  or  that  the  petitioner,  and  his 
sureties^  might  be  discharged  from  their 
recognizances  ;  whereupon  the  crown  so- 
licitor handed  an  indictment  to  the  cl^rk  of 
the  crown  to  take  up  to  the  grand  jury  ; 
•and  that  the  grand  jury  did  ignore  said  bill, 
.as  no  charge  whatever  appeared  to  war- 
rant it  on  the  face  of  the  information 
which  had  been  taken  under  the  direction  of 
Af r.  Justice  Fox  himself,  and  on  the  autho- 
^ty  of  which  he  thought  proper  to  commit 
the  petitioner  to  the  dock,  and  hold  him 
up  tO'his  country  as  guilty  of  some  foul  and 
disgraceful  crime :  and  that  the  petitioner 
ipresumes  to  represent  these  facts  to  the 
liouse,  conceiving  that  the  rights  of  the 
subjects  of  this  realm  have  been  grossly  and 
wilfully  violated  in  his  person,  and  as  he 
Imis  no  means  of  redress  by  appeal  to  any 
icourt  <^law,  or  of  vindicating  his  character 
from  the  imputations  most  unjustly  thrown 
upon  him,  submits  the  consideration  of  this 
<{ase  to  the  boilse,  involving  a  subject  of 
«qual  importance  to  the  public  and  the  in« 
dWiduaU  s^nd  in  which  parliament  alone  is 
^mpetent  to  give  redress.'**— On  the  nao- 
tion  that  this  pedtioa  should  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Francis  rose  td  ask>  before  the  order 
should  be  made,  whether  it  was  the  inteu* 
tiim  of  the  hoD.  baronet  to  take  any  j^ro- 
ceeding  grounded  upon  this  petition  ^ 

Sir  /.  Stewart  replied,  that  after  the 
{MBtitton  should  lie  a  certain  time  on  the 
table  for  the  cxatninatioa  of  the  members, 
lie  certainly  did  intend  to  nsove  that  it  should 
he  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
jDittee  of  the  whole  house. 

[Deputy  Serjbakt  »at  Arms.]-^** 
Charles  Morgan  rose  to  ealt  the  attention  of 
Ihe  house  to  a  subject  which,  he  was  cen-> 
£dent,  would  not  fail  to  iaterest  its  liberaKt^.t 
It  wsis  to  the  case  of  ^  very  old  and  ^ithful 
aervaot  of  that  heiise,  their  late  deputy- 
aerjeant  at  arcM^  Mr.  Clemeotson,  whd, 
after  havmg  diechsrged  the  duties  of  < that 
ofiice  with  the  noost  scrt:^lous  and  indefati- 
gabte  diligence  and  fidelity  ^mt  Z&  years, 


had  now,  ia  the  /0th  year  of  his  age,  re« 
tired  from  the  arduous  avocations  of  that 
office.  Having  witnessed  his  faithful  ser^ 
vices  during  so  many  successive  parliaments, 
he  was  persuaded  that  hts  conduct,  during 
sd  long  a  series  of  years,  in  that  important 
office,  must  have  attracted  the  notice,  aQ4 
^en  the  approbation  of  the  house,  be  trust- 
ed that  thfe  miotion  he  was  this  day  about  f(S 
make,  for  some  provision  for  that  faithful 
officer, 'in  his  old  age,  as  a  mark  of  appro*' 
bat  ion  to  this  long  and  irreproachable  dis« 
charge  of  hts  duty,  would  readily  meet  !h« 
assent  of  the  house.  He* concluded  by  tnor- 
ing,  ^'  That  an  humble  address  be  present*^ 
ed  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  order  some  provi- 
sion to  be  made  for  John  Clementson,  Esq. 
who  has  for  near  35  years,  faithfully  and  di* 
ligently  executed  the  office  of  deputy  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  attending  this  house,  and  who^ 
on  account  of  his  long  and  laborious  ser** 
vices,  and  advanced  time  of  life,  has  late^ 
resigned  the  same.** 

General  Norton  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion. He  observed, .  that  every  man  wh» 
served  the  public  faithfully  <ind  diligently, 
during  the  greater  and  the  better  part  of  his 
life,  is  entitled  to  a  ct)mfbrtable  provtsioti 
for  the  remainder  of  it.  He  had  observed 
how  Mr.  Clementson  had  conducted  himself 
in  his  office,  and  approved  it  { but  what 
was  still  more  important  In  his  view,  a  rela- 
tion of  his  who  filled  that  chair,  had  ex- 
pressed to  him  his  entire  approbation  of  Mr. 
Clementson,  as  an  officer,  for  which  reasofc 
he  heartily  oortcurrcd  in  the  motion.     . 

Mr.  AddrngUn  most  cheerfully  concurrtil 
in  the  motion,  and  could  not  deny  him- 
self the  satisfaction  of  rising  to  express  hie 
approbation  of  the  faithful  and  exetnplaiy 
conduct  of  Mr.  Cletncntson,  during  the  11^ 
years  in  which  he  had  an  opportunity  c^ 
experiencing  his  deserts,  by  the  scrupulous 
and  indefatigable  discharge  of  his  arduous 
dnties.  He  believed  it  had  been  the  goo«l 
fortune  of  Mr.  Clemeotson  to  conduct  him- 
self, not  only  without  oiTence  to  any,  but 
widi  satisfaction  to  all.  It  happened  to  him, 
during  a  period  of  twdve'^years,  not  only 
as  a  member  of  the  bouse,  hjai  in  an  c&kM 
situation,  to  have  many  opportunities  di 
observing  the  extraordinary  dsHgence,  the 
prudence,  and  |>ropri6ty  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Clementsen.  He  was  confident  thtrt 
gent,  was  worthy  of  the  favour  now  pro- 
posed, and  certainly  nothing  would  be  mora 
honourable  than  to  be  recommeiMled  by  that 
house  to  the  niarked  regard  of  the  Sove- 
reign;  to  ibis  Mr.  dcmentson  had  entitled 
&iniself^  by  th^  25cal>  fidelity,  aad^liligesk^ 
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with  whkk^  during  ibe  period  of  35  years, 
he  had  execated  the  orders  of  (hat  house.-^ 
The  motion  was  screed  to  nem,  con,,  and 
the  address  was  ordered  to  be  presented  hy 
anch  members  as  are  of  his  Majest/s  most 
hon.  privy  council. 

[Pftizp  AoENcy  Bill,] — ^The  order,  of 
the  day  was  now  read  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  for  (he  better  regulation  of  the 
business  of  prize  agents. 

Mr.  Dickenidn,  jun.  rose  at>d  observed, 
that  he  thought  the  bill  a  measure  of  such 
great  importance,  and  as  afifectingthe  inte- 
rests of  so  great  a  body. of  men  as  the  whole 
of  the  prize  agents  of  this  country,  and  the 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  of  hU  Majes- 
ty's navy«  that  some  further  time  ought  to 
he  givcm  befcrre  the  house  was  called  upon 
to .  decide  finally  on  the  measure.  The 
Board  of  Admiralty,  he  said,  had  taken  the 
subject  into  consideration,  but  found  it  so 
complicated,  and  involving  so  many  contra- 
ry interests,  that  they  had  not  yet  come  to 
any  decision  upon  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  postponing 
the  second  reading  till  Tuesday  se'nqight. 

Mr.  Addington  rose  to  remind  the  house, 
that  this  bill  had  already  been  a  considerable 
time  pending}  that  it  yarfotinded  upon  the 
report  from  the  commissioners  of  inquiry 
into  naval  abuses,  of  which  abuses,  those  of 
prize  agents  formed  a  considerable  part,  and 
was  made  so  long  since  as  last  July;  that 
his  hon.  friend  (Captain  Markham);^  had 
brought  forward  the  bill  so  long  since  as 
February  last ;  that  although  various  causes 
had  since  occurred  to  delay  the  progress  of 
this  billy  yet  it  was  one  of  great  importance, 
because  it  Went  co  rectify  and  ascertain  the 
mode  by  which  the  sailors  of  the  British 
jiavy,'  who  fought  the  battles  of  their  coun* 
try,  were  to  receive  fairly  the  produce  of  the 
prizes  they  had  won,  as  the  remuneration  of 
their  gallantry.  The  session  was  already  so 
far  advanced,  that  any  farther  delay  >vould 
risk  tlie  loss  of  this  bill  in  the  present  year. 
The  house  woiild  recollect,  that  on  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
in  the  naval  department,  the  subject  of  prize 
agency  was  one  to  which,  in  a  very  particu- 
lar manoery  they  had  directed  the  vigilance 
of  the  commissioners.  The  object  of  ihe 
present  bill,  founded,  as  it  was,  upon  the 
result  of  minute  inquiry,  was  to  establiUi 
the  most  rapid  mode  of  decision  possible, 
by  which  the  British  captors  of  lawful  prizes 
might  be  enabled  to  obtain  their  rights,  and 
to  appoint 4  safe  place  of  deposit  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  captures,  until  such  time  as 
their  rights  should  be  ascertained,  and  where 
they  might  app^y  for  information,  or  pay- 


ment, in  (he  proper  tiiDei  iastead  of  htmg 
left  at  the  mercy  of  prize  agents.  Against 
the  principle  of  the  bill  he.  was  confid^l 
there  could  not  be^  nor  did  he  understand 
(hat  any  objection  was  likely  to  arise ;  but 
he  trusted,  that  the  circumstance  of  the  pre^ 
sent  Admiralty  Board  not  having  had  lime^ 
in  the  multiplicity  of  their  concerns,  to  oonio 
to  any  decision  upon  the  bill,  would  not  be 
allowed  to  operate  with  the  house,  as  a  rea«» 
son  for  farther  delaying,  beyond  this  day« 
the  second  reading,  which  viFouid  acknow«r 
ledge  the  principle  at  least.  But  if  the  gO¥f. 
would  even  pledge  itself  to  support  the  bill 
in  the  next  session,  it  would  afford  high  sa<* 
tisfaotion  to  his  mind,  and  render  him  thd 
l^ss  anxious  about  pressing  it  fozward  at  so 
late  a  period  as  the  present. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  his  hon.  friend,  in  nam- 
ing a  particular  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  which,  for  the  reasons  he  had  as* 
signed,  he  thought  more  eligible  than  the 
present,  ought  fairly  to  be  understood  as  gtf* 
ing  a  proof  of  his  intention  to  go  on  that  daf 
into  the  discussion  :  but,  really,  upon  look« 
ing  into  the  bill,  it  was  fotmd.  Co  contain 
many  points  so  extremely  knotty,  and  so 
likely  to  excite  mnch  difference  of  <^inioa 
in  the  detail,  that  the  Board  of  Admiral^, 
in  the  tnultiplicity  of' important  coaeema 
which  had  pressed  upon  diem  since  their  ao 
cession  to  office,  had  not  time  to  give  it  the 
necessary  deliberation,  so  as  to  mske  np  their 
minds  on   the  bill.      His   Majesty's  govt. 
would,  therefore,  give  no  pledge  -upon  th^ 
subject  one  way  >or  the  other :  they  would 
not  content  themselves  with  saying  the  prin* 
ciple  was  a  good  one,  and  therefore  pass  the 
bill  without  examination  or  comment.  Thejr 
did  not  chnse  to  amuse  the  house  with  empty 
words,  or  pledge  themsokes  to  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  without  examination  or  altera- 
tion ;  nor  did  lie  think  the  matter  so  very 
pressings  after  so  long  a  delay  as  it  had  al- 
ready experienced,  to  defer  it  only  for  a  few 
days  longer.    This  species  of  argument,  be 
was  syre,  liad  little  chance  of  being  satisfac- 
tory to  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  and 
who,  notwithstanding  tlie  delay  the  bill  had 
already  experienced  under  his  auspices,  was 
ready  to  defer  it  till  next  session.    But  it  was 
pretty  extraordinary  that  though  the  bill  was. 
alleged  to  be  founded  upon  a  report  so  re- 
mote as  the  month  of  July  last,  and  the  bill 
brought  forward  so  early  as  last  February, 
the  hon.  gent,  who  thought  it  now  so  ur- 
gently necessary,  did  not  take  a  much  earlier 
opportunity,  when  he  might  have  so  done, 
to  press  it  forward  with  more  expedition. 

Mr.  Johnstotte  oonld  not  but  disagree  with  ^ 
both  the  right  faon»  c^^^^tnen  who  spoke 
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task;  as  the  former  had  procrastinated  for  so 
many  months  the  progress  of  a  measure 
t^ich  he  seemed  to  think  so  pressings  and, 
the  latter  and  his  coHe^ues  had  had  fall 
tinne  enough  since  their  acce'ssion  to  power 
to  investigate  the  subject ;  and  also,  as  it  was 
understood  from  the  secretary  of  the  ticasury 
on  the  last  day  this  order  was  postponed,  that 
the  second  reading  should  take  place  this 
day.  Upon  the  principle  and  detail  of  the 
bill  before  the  house,  the  hon.  member  re- 
served the  declaration  of  his  sentiments  till 
another  opportunity,  of  which  he  should 
iivail  himself,  to  shew  that  much  complaint 
connected  with  this  subject  lay  against  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  whose  conduct  was  a  re- 
proach to  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bmrne  denied  that  he  had 
given  any  thing  like  a  pledge,  that  the  busi- 
ness should  come  on  this  day  5  when  he  re- 
quested it  might  be  postponed,  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  not  at  that  time  taken 
liis  seat,  and  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
gire  any  pledge  that  was  to  govern  his  con- 
duct, ikisiness  of  importance  pressed  at 
this  moment  on  the  Admiralty  Board;  and 
a»  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  decide  upon 
a  measure  which  went  to  establish  another 
Board,  they  wished  to  put  off  the  the  consi- 
deration of  it  for  sonoe  time  longer. 

Mr,  i?.  Ward  thought  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Addingtoo)  would  find  himself  mista- 
ken in  supposing  that  no  member  could  ob- 
ject to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  very  ol^ectionable.  It 
proposed  to  introduce  a  new  code  quite  dif- 
ferent from  that  tvhich^has  existed  since 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  to  erect  a 
i>ew  ofiice  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  with  salaries  of  o£^6,000  a  year. 
Every  man  in  the  navy,  below  the  rank  of 
captain,  was  also  to  be  deprived  of  the  right 
of  nominating  his  own  agent  $  and  that  con- 
trol over  the  proceeds  of  prize  money  while 
an  appeal  was  pending,  which  seamen  now 
had  in  consequence  of  a  late  act,  was  to  be 
done  away.— After  a  few  words  f/om  Capt. 
Markham  and  Dr.  Laurence,  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  Tues- 
day se'nnight. 

[Slave  Trade .] — Mr.  Wilberforce  mov- 
ed the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade. 

Mr.  Foiter  intreated  the  hon.  member  to 
allow  precedence  to  another  ordtr  of  the  day, 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  petition  of 
the  Irish  linen  manufacturers;  as  itwas  upon 
a  subject  of  the  most  pressing  importance, 
involving  the  interests  of  the  staple  commo- 


dity of  Ireland,  and  opon  which  the  petition 
of  all  the  linen  manufacturers  and  merchants 
in  Ireland,  were  before  the  house ;  besides, 
the  Irish  great  linen  market  at  Dublin  was 
te  be  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  all  the  great  orders  for  expbrta* 
tion  remained  penditig  the  decisions  of  the 
house  upon  (he  subject. 

Mr.  Wilherfofce  said,  it  was  possible  to  ae«^ 
commodate  both  \  for  as  the  debate  upon  the 
skve  brade  bill  might  take  place  in  a  future 
stage,  namely,  on  the  nK>tion  for  the  speak- 
er's leaving  the  chair,  previously  to  going 
into  a  committee,  all  that  he  meant  to  press 
that  evening  was,  merely  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  the  hearing  of  counsel  and 
examination  of  evidence.     ' 

Earl  Temple  said,  that  as  the  mail  for  the 
West  Indies  was  to  depart  this  night,  he 
could  not  consent  to  suffer  the  anxiety  which 
the  planters  must  feel  upon  this  subject,  to 
be  aggravated  by  hearing  that  a  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was  allowed  to 
be  read  a  second  time  without  any  observa- 
tion against  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  however  important 
the  noble  lord  might  conceive  it  to  be,  that 
the  West  India  mail  of  this  night  should 
carry  with  it  the  decision  of  the  house  upon 
this  question,  he  feared,  if  the  house  should 
even  go  into  a  debate  upon  the  bill,  that  the 
mail  would  have  taken  its  departure  before 
the  house  would  have  formed  its  decision. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  acceding  to  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  as  the  day  on 
which  counsel  were  to  be  heard  on  bills, 
however  important,  did,  not  happen  to  be 
days  of  lull  attendance,  and  as  it  would  be 
too  late  an  hour  to  go  into  debate,  after  evi- 
dence should  have  been  gone  through,  and 
the  arguments  of  counsel  concluded. 

Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  thought  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade  abolition  was,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  a  new  subject  to  most 
of  the  members  of  that  house.  Jn  the  year 
1796  a  bill  had  passed  that  house  for  dbo- 
lishing  the  African  slave  trade  after  a  limit- 
ed period ;  but  then  it  was  upon  a  principle 
agreed  on,  that  in  the  interim  measures 
should  be  taken  for  increasing  the  native  po- 
pulation of  the  West  India  islands.  Was 
the  house,  then,  prepared  to  proceed  with  a 
bill  of  this  magnitude,  without  inquiring 
what  progress  had  been  made  in  this  respect  ? 
A  correspondence  of  considerable  length  hitd 
taken  place  between  the  sec.  of  state  and  the 
West  India  govt,  upon  this  subjecr,  the  pa- 
pers upon  which  were  now  l)n#g  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  was  confident  that  not  ten,  or  even 
five,  members  of  the  house  hiKi  read  tlio-ie 
fapers.    He  was  even  sure  the  ton.  mem- 
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ber  who  intrpdaced  the  bill  bad  not  read 
them  I  he,  tbereforei  hoped  the  hocue  woohl 
not  be  precipitated'  to^a  decision  upon  a.  sob* 
jcct  which  occupied  70  roilitons  of  capital, 
which prodaced  2  milliom  of  revenue,  wbiob 
brought  to  ihe  country  8  oilllions  of  pro- 
duce^ and  enabled  us  to  export  4  mUliom  of 
produce,  until  those  papers  were  printed^ 
and  time  aHowed  to  roeoibers  for  due  consii 
deration.  He  was  as  much  an  advocate  for 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  as  any  mem*^ 
ber  of  the  house,  ntvertheless,  he  wished 
the  house  to  proceed  with  deliberation,  and 
Bot  in  its  fuiK>r  to  ^roEOOte  the  purposes  of 
buroahity  towards  the  West  India  slaves,  to 
defeat  those  purposes. 

Mr.  IVtlherfi^ce  stated,  that  be  bad  read 
the  papers  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  hart.,  and 
would  have  thought  bimself  culpable,  not  to 
lode  over  docuoienis  which  bad  now  been 
above  a  month  on  the  idh\e,  and  which  were 
•o  iotimately  connected  with  a  subject  in 
which  he  felt  such  a  particular  interest. 

Mr.  Dickensoft^dX^,  that  the  petition  of  the 
West  India  tnerohants  had' only  been  receiv- 
ed the  day  before,  aid  that,  therefore,  su£i- 
cieot  time  had  not  been  given  to  members  to 
torn  their  minds  to  ihe  subject.  He  then 
moved,  that  instead  of  the  word  "  now" 
the  wcnrds  ^*  this  day  se^imight"  shouid  be 
substituted.  -   ■■' 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  a  pamphlet  had  been 
just  published,  and  .had  very  widely  ciiicii- 
laled»  which  he  knew:had  produced  a  strong 
impression  upon  the  minds  txf  the  members 
of  thai  house  (we  understood  the  right  hon. 
geot.  to  allude  to  a  pamphlet  entitled,  .''  A 
concise  View  oi  the  Question  regarding  the 
Slave  Trade.**)  This  impression  was  such, 
that  he  wished  the  house  to  decline  coming 
to  any  immediate  decision  upon  this  ioipor- 
taot  bill. 

Mr.  Wiihtrforce  tliot»ght,.that  as  the  house 
had  determined  on  thoae^ond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  that  evening,  no  sort  of  objeetion 
conld  be  rationally  taken  to  it  on  the  ground 
of  surprise.  Those  who  opposed  themea^ 
•ore  weve  perfectly  attentive  to  tlosirown  m- 
teresU.  lie  had  seen  the  comisel  in  bis  way 
to  the  hoose>  whose  hatuts  of  industry  and 
attention  were,  be  was  stKe,  sofHoient  to 
bring  them  before  the  house  pccj^tly  pre<- 
pared  for  the  question.  As  to  the  pamph^ 
aUaded  to,  he  had  read  it  with  great  pleasure 
and  approbaUon,  but  he  could  not  see  what 
improper  efit:ct  it  could  have.  Was  the  house 
to  be  snpposed  to  be  taken  captive  by  that 
book,  to  as  to  require  another  week  to  enable 
them  to  recover  their  judgment  ? . 
'  Mr.  Fulkr  opposed  the  bill.  It  was  by 
meddling  with  tttctoioni^s  in  this,  wair  thkt 
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the  FVenob  broke  down  tbetr  monarchy^  ^^ 
the  operation  of  this  measure  persons  Veiii 
about  to  be  plondered^f  one  of  the^&t^A 
properties,  under  the  cadidpy  of  hsaiven;^ 
order  to  gratify  iU^designSng  mienjin  '^is 
country.  -    ^  .   ■     '   ..  1  tr^i^ 

Sir  W,  Youffg  spolfte  in  favour  of  f^rthor 
delay.  •  It  was  no  content  of  pariit!S*fi(il*ivfo* 
tory's  sake,  but  a  question  od  wbirh*<xkpeiid^ 
«d  the  fate  of  the  empire.    -'        *        -    -  H 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  4bat  the  great 
mass  of  in&mnatioa  on  the  taiUenghould  fivm 
been  printed  for  Ihe  ^dvantcrge  of  the  mem^ 
beis'of  that  house.:-  ;He  cbold  nobcome  proj- 
pedy  to  the  dis^nitaioB  without  a  knowkdge 
bf  /she  detarli. '  He  was  a  frienc)  tatheat^oi- 
Iltion,  but  in  looking* t0  that  object  la  di^ 
^ed  widely^fran  the  mode  proposed  by  bii 
hon.  friend.  The  bouse,  on  lDrnaefiaocc»sibn% 
in  voting  for  abolition^  had  always  in  view 
aboloion  with  regolation;  but  atibiidon^th* 
out  regtilation  had  been  ah^y^re^eetcd^.tHib 
hon.  ^iend,  hr.iDras  well  assured^  prboesddl 
on  the  principles  t)f  %  benevoleht  amib^yisciiv 
oos  mind ;  but  dinttxperleisea of  iortaex  pn^ 
posUaons,  bothiin  ihrsand  the  other 'atibciad^ 
sufficed  to  shew  that  he  had  not^  to  tberpssct 
sent  in$tance,  taken  «the  most'  prudentbani 
disci^et  line.  ''i       .  :*  '      >  \cAtci 

Mr.  Foster  $M  be  w«  a  friend  t«tlieiid^ 
lition  of  the  slave  tradi5,  and  tvxiuld  sopjoi* 
the  present  bilL  HistnSAtve,  in  wishing  tb 
put  It  off,  wasMftortierihnt  theqtWBttoaAf 
the  Irish  linen  trade'  might  come  on.firsS. 
But  as  the  debate  now  stoodylie  wonidbWaj 
on  tliat  business .to-morroMr;t  '         .'vO'jK 

Mr.  Dmiih  5r^j««/«<?-8a?id,  *he-wa»  ^ftieaA 
to  the  principle  of  ilie  hill ;  bot,  before ht 
voted  for  it,  he^wrshed  tor  furth^infbroia* 
tion.»^A  division  then  to6k  place.;  wited 
there  appeared,  for  the  second  readingftof 
the  bill  this  day  74,  For  )k>$tponi'ng  It  66. 
—When  strangers  wftro^e*adn(^t«i''iaw4 
the  gallery,         .  ■   :^.         ^     '^ni  j:id 

Sir  fK  Young  was  opposing  the  wX^M 
readittg  of  the  Wih  -  H« '  condomhetf/tbe 
hasty  manher  in  whiob  the  hon.  genf;-'vra^ 
prDcecdingMo  pubh  this  bill.-  He  thi&t^jht 
much  nibre  time  ouglit  6o •  be  gi Veif  for ;t1i* 
serious  considerdtioD'of  a  fci^^aiuW't*  »«*l| 
vast  importance,  noronly  to  o«r  West-IiYdit 
islands,  but' to- t(lie  great  body  4i<f  merchanft 
in  this  country*,  engbgsftd  in'lhe -(Mde' ti 
Afrijta .  H«  conifehdid;'  Uwt  t*i6 '|^i**ng  ef  a 
me3sore,'likfc  tb^ptes^;  waS'-iVcStrti^'le^ 
tlian  a  protorij»tM  t^  thd  o<»lor^sHi  il^  the 
Wtst'Indie!i,'«id  an  unjuWifihhJf  ak'iaclt\jp0li 
their  pf0[)ci*ty.  Hohlitfiielf,  he-slattd/Wai 
o.  member- of  thesofeieiy  Which  had  doiie  so 
isu^h  towards  J^xpldriilj  the  interibr  of 
Africa^  bat  htfiiDsvie^  h^^d,  ^i'l  Wedneid^ 
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USi,  o£lhe  high^tate  of  cIviliSBation  in  wh'sir 
the  Africans  wcre«  He  observed,  tbat^tfab 
Aineens  vi^re  aocMoioed  to  stover^  in  their 
iNvnie0imfrjr»  and  the  taking  them  to  an- 
Dtbenfl[aarta:of  the  globe,,  was  therefore  no 
great  hardship.  He  adverted  to  our  reve- 
noh  horn  ihe  Wieftt*Ihdiesi  and  the  great 
tfdvafitBge  wbid)  the-  empire  derived  from 
4fiie  ioobatea»  all  whkh  benefits  would  be  lost 
if  this  measure  were  to  sticeeed. 
HoBir  JCMilhan%  thought  that  the  delay  of 
cirryidg  th&^bolUion  iiKlo  effect,  a^r  the 
•house  had iso4ongi:8tnce  decidedly  come  to 
^  'fcsoltuion  for  that  .purpose^  was  much 
anbce  likdy  tOLcreate  ajlevok  than  the  piafi8>> 
4og  of  the  |>re9eot  bilU  -  The  cultivation  bf 
4bh  ifthandsjcbight  be  carried  bn.  fully  by  pro^ 
aaoDtaOg.the  increase  of  the' present  Degroes> 
jtnd'  fagr  thftaid  of  horaes,  asses,  or  ma^' 
tahioeSi 

•  l^M^•  WiiMam  Smith  ^Btd}  it  was  sot  a 
jiUtyJnieasurey  for  itiictdheen  bdbre<  the 
lnOuarfeq  12  years.  The /pariQlel  iWitdi  th« 
oegroes  of  Su  Docmngornd^  not  hold.  It 
•wai^  not  surprising  if  ^lese  did  not  spare  i 
^BBjtf  jever  any  thing  wasi  more  tliigracdfia)  to 
ImqMfif  nature  than  ordinary,  it  was  the 
Jmaduct  of  the  Fr^ioh  settlers  ii\  ^St.  Do-* 
mingo.  The  conduct  of  the  govt,  or  of  its 
•gtota^  wsii  suchi  that  it  might  provoke  not 
jooiliy  unbivHised  negftoes,  but  the  most  pa<^ 
^ttcnt  Of  Christians  to  retaliate.  Bat  the 
iAtftcans  were  slaves  in  their  own  country-^ 
.true,  but  it  was  a  jwtriarchal  sbver}',  and 

itdtflerrat  ftOQi  ours  as  day  froni  night. 
le  contended  that  policy,  no  less  than  hu" 
^naAity^  called  :for  this  tneasnre;  but,  at  any 
ya[te,  Ihose  ^'ho  argued  against  its  policy, 
ought:  first  to  have  shewn  that  the  slave 
tr.ade  was  reconcileable  to  the  rules  of 
jtfstice.  r 

..  Sir  Jfihn  WroHesley  comidered  the  bilLas 
founded  ^Ei|)on  correct  ontions  of  humanity, 
but  he  did  not  perfectly  concur  in  the  mode 
tf  proceeding. 

*  ^fr.  ifhirUs  Br^h  expiressed  hitnself  in 
favour  cf  the  rtiotionf.  He  mentioned  one 
estate  in  Jamaica^  withiti  his  own  know* 
ledge,  oo  which  not  a  siogle  i^egro  bad  been 
purchased  since  I7&^i  at, that  time,  the 
slaves  on  it  amoDnted  to  368,  aad  they  Were 
DOW  47Q ;  which  clearly  proved,  that  suf- 
ficient numbers  might  be  raised,  if  proper 
i:atre  w$s  takea*  witbbut  fresh  importations. 
Jt'had  beea  Midf  that  negrpes  could  be  im> 
f)<)rted  at  a  Ion  expense  fthan.tb^  could  be 
raised;  .  Tiiis  might,  im  bdteved,  be  the 
icaiie  j  but  be  was  well  ooqvinced,  the  labour 
(Of^oew  Q^roes  was  not  so  valuable  as  that 
j^  .those  raised  tn  the-eoontryj  andi  «i 
fwpt^  h^  wopld  supportiho  pttfoiit  bilL , . 


Mr.  Francis  rose  io  speak  to  order.  H& 
tonceived,  that  when  an  amendment  was 
negatived,  it  was  the- rule  of  the  houses  ^or 
at  lea^t  the  custom,  that  the  original  ques- 
tion should  be  carried  without  further  de- 
bate. A  nucbber  of  gentlemen  having  gone 
away  in  this  persuasion,  it  appeared,  as  i^ 
the  opposers  of  the  bill  took  advantage  of 
the  accident  to  overset  the  declaration  of  the 
house  in  ks  favour.  He  wi'^hed  to  know, 
whether,  if  the  question  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  now  was  nOgalivedi  the 
bill  would  be  lost  for  the  session.  If  it 
would,  the  loss  of  it  would  be  effected  by 'an 
unworthy  artificd 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  only  in 
the  ckse  of  ad  atnendroent  by  the  previous 
question,  that  the  rejection  of  tlw  amende 
cncbt  precluded  further  debate  on  the  origi- 
nal motion.  Jf  the  question  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  now  were  negatived^  it 
would  be  open  to  any  gent  to  renew  that 
'  motion  on  any  other  day  in  the  course  of  th« 
present  ses«on. 

Mr*  Grmell  thought  that  the  bill  sheuM 
pass  on  every  ground  of  humanity,  justice, 
and  policy. 

Sir  John  Newport  ntxpporttd  the  bill.  He 
denied,  that  the  improvement  of  the  coo- 
dttion  of  the  negroes  by  their  removal  to 
our  colonies,  if  it  were  even  real,  was-  any 
excdse  for  takmg  them  away  from  their  own 
oonotryi  He  maintained,  that  the  coftsi^ 
deration  of  revenue,  trade,  and  navigatioa, 
even  if  those  things  were  to  be  afiectisd^ 
should  have  no  weight  when  put  in  compe- 
tition with  justice  and  humanity.  It  was  a 
traffic  which  had  its  foundation  in  injustice 
and  in  blood,  and  against  such  an  abomina* 
We  article  of  commerce,  he  would  ever  raise 
bis  voice  :  JiaijustUut  mat  caelum. 

Earl  Temple  said,  that  if  the  question 
were  now  vvhether  the  slave  trade  should 
cdmmence,  he,  fbrone^  should  be  against 
it  decidedly  5  but  the  question  was,  to  what 
Jdcgree  we  wereto  consult  the  interest  of  the 
colonies,  to  preserve  whkh  the  faith  i£ 
parlfament  was  pljedged ;  and,  as  to  the 
ground  of  humanity,  he  contendtd,  that  uo* 
iess  the  hon.  gent,  who  brought  this  a>ea«^ 
sure  forward  could  give '  security  that  the 
rest  of  Europe  would  not  take  this  trad^ 
up,  when  we  should  drop  it>  the  purpose  €S 
humai^ity  would  be  so  far  from  beilig  aa^ 
swi-red,  that  it  would  be  defeated,  by  foaax 
putting  out  of  our  control  iliat  power 
which  we  ostd  with  moderRiion»\  and  gtvlng 
it  to  others,  who  would  exercise  it  iwA 
cruelty.  Another  great  pomt  to  be  eoosl** 
dered  was,  wiiat  would  be  the  sittistida  of 
Jthe  iri)Ues.in  the  Wesi^Indi^s,  if  this  ituds 
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w»  aboltthexi  ?  Did  the  hem.  genn  meMi' 
tbeeoMQcipatioa  of  the  negroes  io  the  West- 
Indies'  to  follow  this  sbolition  of  the  AfVicao 
trade  ?  If  he  did,  let  him  saj  so  at  once  i ' 
this  wonid  be  telling  the  slaves  in  the  WesN 
lisdies>  that  they  \Mro  the  only  slaves  opMi 
earth ;  that  their  brothers  in  Africa  were  to 
be  five  in  future,,  and  they  alone  were  to  be 
siaTea*  Thi9,  he  apprehended,  would  be 
aeaKog  the  death  warrant  of  every  white 
auw  ia<  the  West-India  islands  and  planta^ 
^oo8.  .  Another  point  was,  how  far  the 
boose  was  justified  in  putting  an  end  to  a 
trade  in  this  island,  afdir  it  had  encouraged 
the  produce  of  certain  commodities  there, 
depending  upon  the*  trade,  and  altering  the- 
course  in  which  so  much  money  was  vest- 
ed ?  or  in  other  words,  how  far  we  were 
^stiiied  in  breaking  our  contract  ?  These 
were  the  general  grounds  on  which  he  op- 
po<;ed  (he  second  reading  of  this  bill ;  but 
most  emphatically^  he  said,  he  opposed  it, 
because  he  believed  the  moment  this  bill 
was  past,  the  death  warrant  of  every  white 
Bian  in  the  West-Indies  would  be  sealed. 

The  Chtmc^llor  of  the  Excbequtr.^SW^ 
the  arguments  of  my  noble  friend,  if  they 
succeeded,  would  tiot  only  prevent  the  se- 
c jod  reading  of  this  bill  now,  but  prevent 
any  farther  progress  in  the  measure  at  any 
fature  period.  1  have  stated,  that  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  much  would  be  advanced 
upon  this  subject ;  but  my  noble  friend  has 
convinced  me  of  my  error,  for  he  has  said 
something  new  upon  it,  and  not  only  new, 
but  extraordinary ;  because  it  is  extra- 
ordinary, that  a  man  of  my  noble  friend*^ 
understsmding,  should,  upon  the  ground  of 
humanity,  use  suoh  arguments.  From  his 
desire  to  spare  the  effosion^of  human  blood ; 
from  his  eagerc^ess  to  spare  the  lives  of  hu- 
man beings ;  nay,  from  his  desire  to  con- 
salt  the  feelings  of  the  n^roes  in  the  West- 
Indies-;  from  compassion  and  char  it  v  to- 
wards them,  it  is  extraordinary,  indeed, 
that  he  should  insist  on  the  continuance  of 
this  traffic.  This  is  the  way  in  which  my 
aoble  friend  would  sooth  and  assuage  the 
fury  of  theinegroes  by  telling  them,  that  not 
onfy  they  shall  continue  in  slavery,  but  the 
whole  of  their  progeny,  spread  over  a  vast 
quarter  of  the  earth,  are  to  be  doomed  to 
be  the  sacrifice  of  this  horrid  traffic  to  all 
eternity.  I  own,  if  any  thing  ought  to 
aurprise  me  aAer  what  1  have  heard  in 
support  of  tliis  trade,  this  species  of  ar- 
gument might  do  so  ;  but  what  has  given 
my  nohle  mend  the  confidence  to  use  this 
argument  is  that  which  has  frequently 
been  orged  by  those  who  appose  the  abo- 
lition Chat  the  negroes  in  the  West-Indies 


aretd  be  emaHG^aled^  atki  flty  inoMeMtii#r 
thought-  he  collected  aA  ankwer,  bat  U  woaiv 
n^  so  intended  by*  the  sttpportets^of  thia) 
bill.    Hejhefi  gsve  way ^  hfS'efhsiattt  af r 
homauity,  and  desires  us-to  Gbti$id«"  thaq 
state  of  the  feelings  oif  4^  negftes  in>tbe^ 
WestJndies^  when  Ihey  tyer&tabeUoidyf 
they  were  to  Be  4h^  4>nly  slavas  in  tlii^ 
world.    Now,  I  never  heArd  it  taidby'thet> 
advocates  lor  the  abolition,  that  tbeenian*^ 
cipation    would  be  inknediaie;  thai  has^ 
always  been  stated .  as  the  cmueouenoe  of'' 
the  abolition  by  its  opponents,  ana  ai  <xln»' 
stantly  disclaimed  by*  its  friends.  -^  Bere> 
Mr.  Pitt  proceeded   to  observed,  that,  no ^ 
man  who  had  considered  the  subject  weU^^ 
had  any  thought  of  the  emancipation  oi^ 
the  negroes  in   the  West -Indies,  4but  tha^i 
it  was  considered  as  one  of  tlie  numeveua) 
good  effects  of  the  abolition  of  the  Afrioai}: 
trade,  that  it  would  aitieliorate  theU»a^ 
dition  of  the  negroes  in  the  West-Indies^x 
and  briag  them  forward  Into  thatatate-of! 
improvement  that  might  fit  them  forascotH 
dition  of  much  less  rigour  than  they*  ar^ 
compelled  of  necejisity  to  endure >now> 
because  when  it  was  known  that  astopr 
was   put  to  this  inhuman,  though^ lawful' 
traffic,  not  only  compassion  to  lii(»n,>  but} 
the    immediate    interest   of  the  plan teus^ 
would  lead  them  to  take  betted  care  of  th^ 
stock  rhey  had,  since  they  could  not  rew 
plenish  it ;  and  then  the  hitherto  harassed' 
and  oppressed  negro  may  be  comprised  uh 
the  list  of  those  who  enjoy  comforts  aHow« 
ed  in  general  to  the  rest  of  the  human 
race  ;  and  he  had  always  thought  it  a  fun-* 
damental  error  in  those  who  opposed  the 
abolition^  to  think  that  either  tne  eman** 
cipation  of  the  negroes  in  the  West-Indie» 
would  be  the  Immediate  efiect  of  tlie  abo-' 
lition,  or  that  it  would  not  be  accomplished 
at  all,  with  safety,  until  the  negroes  in  the 
West- Indies  were  fit  for  emancipation ; 
when,  in  truth,  an  improvement  in  their 
condition  would  he  one  of  the  many  good 
effects,  and  necessarily  so,  of  the  oboli* 
tton,  and  which  pould  never  be  produced 
without  it.  He  then  proceeded  to  shew,  that 
it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  planters  them* 
selves,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  islands ; 
and  those  who  look  at  the  subject  with  re*' 
lerence  to  the  principles  of  general  philo- 
sophy, would  most  readily  admit  that  the 
system  of  restraint  was  06  unprofitable  as  it 
was  odious ;  that  the  labour  of  a  man  vvho 
was  conscious  of  freedom,  was  much  more 
valuable  than  of  him  who  felt  he  was  aslave  j 
that  he  who  was  conscious  he  was  free,  was 
much  more  likely  to  improve  than  he  who 
(tit  hio^self  in  bo^agt*    Thus,  he  would 
Mm  2 
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v|H)l4lf&.  t6  «»f#  '  iMt  if  the  »lavc  'trade : 
ytmn  aJ)Oii$hed,  there  .vfould   be  a,n  end  of* 
thftt)  $|aif^   of  al^rm  ;  for,  ^d  he^  alarm 
tb#ret:«i.iQr  the  safety  of  ihe  liv^s  and  pro- 
peidtte^  of  the  pjantcr*  and  proprietors  of 
fi^groes  in  the  We¥-Iiidies.  .  Th^re  would 
ttxeni>e.ia.cur«  for    the    feyjer  which   \\m 
agilaM  ihe  spirit39  and  disturbed  the  un- 
d$at«iidb%g  of  .?tta>iy  p€^!K)i)s,  and  made 
tfaem.bUctd   to.  their  true  interests,  when 
tbey  hAve  been  considering  this  subject ; 
foe  su^.they  oelainly  were,  wheh  telling  uj?, 
ai^ithey  have  year  after  year,  that  the  state 
odf  ih^  negroes  is  such,  that  we  ought  not 
to  agiJLate  the  qacslion  of  the  abolition  of 
tbo  African  slave  trade,  lest  the  misunder-. 
standing  pf  it  shoiild  deluge  the  islands  in 
hloed^;  And  what  is  the  conclusion  jthey 
draw  firom  this  I  Why,  the  noble  lord,  who, 
if  the  tfade  were  now  to  begin,  tells  you  he 
woold  oppose  it,  tells  you,    at  the  same 
npwjmenty.thjlt  it  roust  continue,  and  con- 
tinue forever;  for  so  it  must,  upon  the 
principle  on  which  he  supports  it,  and  that 
Sot  the  safety  of  the  West-India  islands. 
Now,  I  appeal  to  every  gei?t.  in  the  trade, 
whether,  by  the  importation  of  slaves,  since 
the  year  1 79a  to  the  present  lime,  their  pro- 
perty, I  mean  the  original  property  em- 
l^arkecl  in -.this  trade,  has  been  improved  ? 
Or  whether  the  whole  of  liie  importation 
since,  that  time  has,  not  been  for  the  sake  of 
employing  capitsLl  in  the  cultivation  of  new 
land  in  nvalship  to  the  old  property  in  tlie 
slave  trade  ?     Whether  new  colonies  have 
BOt  arisen  to  rival  the  old  ones  ?      And 
then    I  would   ask  the   same  gentleman, 
what  they  think  of  the  increased  danger 
to  the  islands  by  that  great  ^nd  sudden  in- 
crease of  black  population,  and  this  at  a 
time  too  the  most  critical,  after  the  planters 
have  been,  year  attcr  year,  i^pplying,  as 
they  are  doing  now,  for  the  interference  of 
govt   in  their  behalf,  on  account  .of  having 
produced  more  sugar  than  they  cgin  find  pur- 
chasers for  all  over  the  world  }  To  continue 
this  trafhic  would  be  to  continue  these  evils 
snd.to   increase    this    danger.     My  noble 
friend  says,  that  the  abolition  of  this  trade, 
would   seal    the   death  warrant  of  every 
Y^hite  person   jn  the  West^Indies. ,  I  si^y 
that  the  death  waipant  would  be  the  cic^n- 
t^iuance  of  the   traffic.     I  would  ask  any 
man,  who  understand.^  this  subject,  what 
he  would  expect  to   be  the  result  of  that 
continuance  for  ten  years  ?     As  to  the  bad 
effects  which  the  qbolition  would  have  upbn 
ihemind^  and  feelings  of  the  negroes  them- 
selves, xsij  noble  friend  could  hardly  be  se*^ 
Tious,  when  he  said».  ihe  ettects  would  be 
aodreadfiiL    H^  si^pjpos^d,  that  ()ip<m  the 


abolition  of  the  Afrioaa  slave  traxfe*  the 
negroes  in  the  West-Indies  are  to  be  itoid, 
*^  you  are   to  be    the  only   slaves    in  tlic 
world  ;  the   rest  of  your   countryhien  are 
to  have  freedom,  and   -all    the  happiness 
which    freemen  enjoy   in  hamsui  society  ; 
they  are  to  have  all  the  comforts  of  indulg-^ 
ing  their  attachment  to  their  native  soil,  of 
giving  entire   sway    to   their  partiality  for 
their  old  habits,  and   they  will  be  happy, 
provided  they  are  not  liable  to  the  unnatural 
intrjusion  of  others."     The  noble  lord  sup- 
posed, that  this  is  to  be  said  to  the  negroes 
in  the  West-indies  on  the  abolition  of  the 
sieve  trade.      Now,    how  does  this  talljr 
with  what  we  hsive  been  told  by  every  opr 
poser  of  the  abolition,    that  the  negroes 
themselves  in  Africa  were  interested  in  the 
continuance  of  tlie    slave  trade,  for  that 
they  were,  when  slaves   under  us  in  the 
West-Indies,  in  a  state  of  happiness  com- 
pared  with  that  of  their  native  country, 
where  torture  and    death   would  he  the 
consequence,  if  we  were  not  so  kind  to 
them  as  to  draw  them  into  a  state  of  sla- 
very?    It  is  impossible  for  such  an  argu- 
ment as  this  to  have  any  weight.     I  would, 
therefore,  intreat  those  who  oppose   this 
measure,   to   consider    the   dangers   with 
which   the  West-India  islands  have  been 
threatened. — The  Chancellor   ot   the  Er* 
chequer  next  adverted  to  the  situation  of 
St.  Domingo,    and  shewed,    that  .nothing 
was  so  dangerous  as  the  influence  of  Jaco- 
binical emissaries  on  the  African  negroes. 
He  said,  no  other  nation  but  England,  from 
its  capital,  and  its  hostile  and  commercial 
marine,  could  continue  the  slave   trade  $ 
at)d  he  concluded  with  asserting,  that  this 
was  the  most  fortunate  time  at  which  the 
humanity   of  this  country  could  be  exer- 
cised for  the  annihilation  of  this  nefarious 
system.     There  never  before  occurred  sudi 
an  opportunity  as  now  offers  for  the  accom- 
pli^ment  of  this  acknowledged  desirable 
purpo.se,  and  which  perhaps,  if  we  neglect 
it,  may  never  occur  again* 

Dr.  LaurencsjpM  a  just  tribute  of  pfaise 
to  the  declamatory  powers  of  the  right 
bon.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He, 
however,  differed  from  him  in  opinio* 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  bill  before  .the 
house.  The  condition  of  slavery  he  thoiight 
bad  in  any  country  or  with  respect  to  any 
description  of  human  beings.  However, 
he  could  not  U)ink  that  the  nlode  now 
adopted  for  doing  away  that  state  of  slavery 
WHS  as  etiicient  to  the  purpose. as  the.otber. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  argued ^  that 
those  who  contended  for  the  aboUtion  /of 
the  sl^vo.trade,  n^ist  also  cQutend  for  tho 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


553] 


PARL.  DEBATES^  JvMt  7,  ISOi.'-^Slatft  TraJk. 


{5U 


emancipation  cff  the  slaves  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  itself  in  any  part  of  the 
dominions  of  thh  country.  He  would  not 
8ay,^that  it  was  juet  to  impale  the  condition 
of  slavery  on  any  man ;  but  he  maintain- 
ed, that  the  mode  now  proposed  to  remedy 
the  evil  was  neither  just  nor  effectual.  In 
the  course  of  his  speech  he  stated  that  Mr, 
Burke  had  reprobated  the  attempt  to  abolish 
slavery. 

The  Aiiomey '  General  \2im^iii^6y  that  with 
all  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  anxiety 
lor  the  abolition  of  any  8tat«  of  slavery,  he 
neither  could  bring  liis  mind  •  to  agree  to 
the  measure  now  before  the  house,  nor  yet  to 
bring  forward  any  new  proposition  fbir  that 
purpose.  He,  however,  covered  himself 
m  general  terms  with  a  recommendation  of 
•*  we  other  mode,"  as  if  it  was  so  generally. 
known  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  de- 
£ne  it,  although  that  mode  had  never  before 
been  heard  of,  or  at  least  he  had  never 
had  the  happiness  to  foe  present  when  it 
was  described.  —  He  expressed  his  senti- 
ments on  the  policy  of  the  present  measure, 
and  lamented  that  it  had  not  been  adopted 
when  it  was  moved  for  in  the  year  1788, 
being  convinced,  that  the  situation  of  the 
islands  and  their  inhabitants  would,  in  that 
case,  have  been  in  much  more  security. 

Lord  Castkreagh  said,  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  argue  whether  or  not  the  question  was  a 
matter ,  of  humanity,  but  to  consider  the 
practicability  of  it.  It  was  not  proper  for 
the  bouse  to  be  carried  away  by  the  elo- 
quence to  which  such  a  qoestion  might  give 
rise.  To  proceed  upon  ihe  system  of  pro- 
hibition was  absurd  in  that  house,  while  we 
had  so  many  instances  of  its  being  rejected 
10  the  upper  house..  It  was  impossible  for  , 
any  one  nation  to  pat  an  end  to  that  evil, 
because  it  was  only  a  signal  for  other  nations 
to  take  the  lead  in  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  the  peculiar  war  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged, rendered  our  squadrons  not  so  capa- 
ble of  preventing  a  contraband  trade  as  it 
might  do  in  times  of  peace.  The  measure 
upon  the  whole  would  do  more  harm 
than  good,  and  the  state  of  St.  Domingo  did 
Dot  alter  his  opinion  upon  the  subjrct.  He 
bad  always  looked  to  the  West  Indies  with 
serious  apprehensions,  as  being  a  channel 
which  exposed  us  to  all  the  calamities  of 
war,  of  climate,  and  of  dangers  arising  from 
the  discussion  of  this  question  of  rational  ha- 
fuanity.  There  was,  however,  no  other 
sxiode  to  combat  these  evils,  but  to  find  some 
mode  in  which  other  lotions  would  co-ope- 
rate with  us,  for  without  such  co-operation, 
any  attempt  on  our  part  to  attain  such  ob- 
jects was  only  misleading  ourselves.    The 


demand  for  colonial  produce  was  drnly  mK 
creasing,  and  wouM  continue  to  do  so.  la 
the  end  we  should  only  find  that  we  had  de^ 
priyed  ourselves  of  the  nieaosof  accomplish^ 
ing  oiitf  object,  and  that  the  evil  minst  sub^ 
sist  till  terminated  by  other  means.  H# 
would  wish  the  trade  to  exist  in  &vour  o^ 
the  commercial  interest  of  our  country,  in* 
stead  of  thus  being  thrown  into  the  hands  6f 
Denmark,  Spain,  or  any  other  country,  in 
Europe.  There  might  be  some  metbodl 
taken  to  increase  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  such  a  subject  was  a  very  propdT 
consideration  for  a  committee  of  the  hoiise. 
Supposing  that  a  duty  of  JOl.  was  to  be  laid 
upon  each  male  slave,  and  ^1.  upon  every 
female,  it  might  be  calculated  to  product 
about  140,0001.  wjbich  sum  might  be  applied 
judiciously  towards  the  encouragement  of 
the  population  of  the  West  Indies,  and  he 
was  convinced  there  could  be  no  plan  more 
congenial  to  the  feelings  of  our  Sovereign, 
or  more  consistent  with  the  genuine  dictatea 
of  humanity.  If  the  master  was  to  be  taken 
up  by  other  countries,  the  Wesf-Indians,  by 
adof^ing  any  other  plan,  would  be  acting 
contrary  to  human  feelings,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  would  be  injuring  their  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  the  noble  lord  had  al$> 
luded  to  the  question  of  practicability  in  a 
manner  which  be  could  not  understand*  It 
was  not,  however,  a  question  which  was 
new ;  and  as  to  the  regularity  of  alluding  to 
what  had  passed,  or  might  yet  pass,  in  ano- 
ther house,  he  confessed  that  it  was  un- 
doubtedly true,  that  bills  of  regulation  had 
been  there  thrown  out ;  but  that  single  cir- 
cumstance did  not  argue  that  a  difierent  re- 
sult might  not  happen  on  the  present  occasion, 
or  that  we  might  not  yet^have  th^*.  chance  of 
the  coalition  of  that  house,  because  it  had 
undergone  changes  in  every  respect.  Was 
there  not  a  reverend  bench  of  bishops  there 
who  had  in  general  shown  that  they  under- 
stood the  true  principles  of  religion,  and 
were  consequently  disposed  to  leave,  as  it 
were,  the  question  of  practicability  behind  } 
It  had  already  been  proved  that,  in  propos- 
ing the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  we  never 
could  have  the  cordial  consent  of  the  West 
India  planters.  In  the  year  179/9  ^n  bon. 
member  of  that  house  had  proposed  a  re« 
commendation  to  the  King,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote a  purpose  similar  to  the  present  bill. 
That  motion  had  been  carried,  and  he  wouki 
now  wish  to  learn  what  had  yet  been  done 
towards  the  abolition  of  that  illegal  trafhc  ? 
There  bad  been  neither  abolition,  diminu- 
tion, nor  regulation  adopted,  tending  to  that 
desirable  end.    If  there  had  been  any  thing 
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Am*  id  oomeqcietie^of  such  profosal*  thb  ; 
ooantvf  wouid  ]iav«  had  oecasion  lo  -have 
boasted  of  ii  at  thia  ^j.  Tbe  oaly  qutt»« 
Cion  that  «ow  reoaained  fbr  considecalioik 
waa>  wb^er  we  couid  or -could  imMi  abolisb  I 
it^-and  it  was  wtttaordiiiCirf  to  bear  the  arw 
guaaents^  iigaiiMt  it;  •  Could  not  th»  Parlt»> 
ffieiUof  G.  Britain  prohibit  the  labject^^yf 
thia:  eoQDtff  from  ^»ty'VBtg  on  any  trade 
whatever,  and  why  should  it  be  said  that 
they  could  not  do  so  in  the  preseut  instance  ? 
If  it  eoold  not  do  so^  it  was  no  govt,  at  all. 
^hfi  noble  lord  seemed  to  argbe  Irom.  ceti'- 
glooS'  principles  which  he  (Mr.  F.)  could 
not  understand.  He  iiad  heard  of  some  ex* 
^aordinary  instances  of  the  wonderful  rf-* 
feets  of  religious  infioence  upon  some  peo« 
jl>k*8  minds ;  and  he  could  mention  one  in 
the  case  of  the  late  Mr.  Cow  per,  the  poet, 
who,  during  a  considerable  part  of  his  life, 
was  deprived  of  his  senses,  and  was  trou- 
bled with  ideas  the  most  horrible  in  huQian 
nature,  conceiving  that  the  Governor  of  the 
oniveFse  had  marked  him  out  for  eternal 
]>erdit]on,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  was 
incumbent  upon  him  not  to  lift  op  his 
bands,  or  <4fer  a  prayer  for  his  salvation. 
•How  far  such  a  case  migl\t  apply  in  the 
present  instance,  he  would  leave  it  for  the 
house  to  determine.  We  were  thus  going 
on  from  day  to  day,  violating  all  the  laws  of 
humanity  and  ewery  principle  of  justice,  and 
^y^tig^  that  it  was  not  us  aione^  but  all  the 
ffia;tiiouB  of  the  world,  who  were  doing  so^ 
TIm  slave  trade  was  to  be  considered  in  the 
piwsent  instance  a  Brtttefa  trade,  and  no  otber, 
9tnd  'therefore  it  depended  on  durseWes  to 
<>bviate  it,  and  adopt  what  means- we  chose 
tor  meet  the  eflbcts  of  a  contraband  trade. 
.The  description  of  the  African  trade,  as 
given  1^  Mr.  Park,  was  well  worth  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  That  gent  had  said, 
•that  in  proportion  as  the  districts  of  that 
country  were  remote  from  the  ceasts,  the 
ataves'  received  better  treatmeotr  Was  it  to 
be  said  that,  because  we  were  not  twund  to 
go  like  knights  errant  to  Africa,  in  order  lo 
relieve  these  slaves,  that  we  were  entitled  to 
go  and  add  to  their  oppression  ?  Supposing 
&at  the  slaves,  when  in  their  native  country 
were  guilty  of  robbery  and  other  crimes, 
•  was  there  any  thing  binding  upmi  us  to  go 
ihefe,  and  act  as  the  police  otficers  of  the 
King  of  I>abomy  ?  Let  that  King  act  as  he 
pleased,  there  was  surely  no  necessity  for 
:^r  performing  the  office  of  ihe  most  hum- 
ble individtial  and  becoming  execntloners, 
^or  in- other  words*  to  act  as  the  Jack  Ketch 
of  the  King  of  Dabomy.  No  person  could 
deny,  that  the  situation  of  St.  Domingo  was 
n  aeriptis  nod  awftil  waroiog  to  oa^  not  to 


iocreaae  the  cumben  of  bUcka  over  the 
whites  on  oar  colonial  possessions.  It  was; 
our  duty  to  afibrd  an  example  to  other 
countries,  and  in  five  jreairs  hence  we  should 
find  it  adopted  by  those  who  had  noV  thought 
pmpcr  to  persevere  in  what  they'  themselvtn* 
had  attempted. 

Mr.  ff^ndkani  admitted  mosi  readily  the- 
justice  of  the  principle  4)n  which  the  aboli*. 
tion  was  brought  forward 'and  supported, 
but  saw  many  dt^ioulties  that  mtgbt  oc- 
cur in  carrying  the  meosoire  1  into  execa* 
tfon.  He  mock  doubled  if  it  vrould  not  be 
pvodnctive  otveiy  sjsrious  consequences  to 
ibe  national  prosperity.  He  adverted  to  thes 
inlUience  our  exaiof  le  was  supposed. to  have,> 
and  did  not  see  that  the  full  effect  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  St.  Domingo  could  be  yet 
ascertained^  He  was  against- the  abolition; 
en  the  ground  that  if  thia  country  were  to 
give  up  the  trade  altogether,  we  had  no  se-^ 
curity  that  ot^r  powers  would  uot  continue 
the  traffic. 

Sir  Lawnnce  Parsons  said,  he  would  wish 
to  see  some  phin  proposed  for  the  gradual^ 
abolition  of  ^avery,  but  disapproved  of  the 
present  measure,  as  being  iiighly  prejudicial 
to  the  mercamile  interest. 

Mr.  Bar  ham  supported  the  bill.  He  was 
formerly  against  it ;  but  the  order  of  thing» 
which  had  t;iken  place  in  St.  Domingo  had 
brought  uato  a  crisis,  which  must  determine 
na  now,  either  totally  to  abolish  the  trade; 
or  to  renounce  for  ever  the  design. 

Mr.  Deverell  said>  he  had  been  as  sanguine 
an  advocs^e  for  the  abolition  as  the  hon. 
REioTer  of  the  bill )  but  an  entire  revisal  of  all 
ihe  arguments  had  made  him  a  oonveit  to 
the  contrary  opinion. 

'  Mr.  WUtbread  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him,  as  ^n  ardent  friend  to  the  bill,  to  offer 
a  few  words  in  reply  to  an  hon.  g<^nt.  (Mr« 
Wmdharo)  <m  the  bench  below  ^im.  He 
said  he  was  a  friend  to  the  abolition  of  tiwi 
disgraceful  traffic,  but  hedid^not  think  him* 
self  bound,  on  xhki  account,  to  vote  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  negroes  in  the  West 
India  islands.  That  unfortunate  deseription 
of  men  were  iK>t  in  a  state  fit  either  to  com* 
prehend  or  to  enjoy  the  blessmgs  of  rational 
freedom.  Witli  regard  to  the  statement  of 
theopposers  of  the  bill,  that  it  would  involve 
the  ruin  of  70  millions  of  property,  It  was 
undeserving  of  credit;  for,  he  was  persuad- 
ed, there  was  not  oBft  70ih  of  that  capital 
embarked  in  what  was  properly  called  the 
slave  irade ;  and  he  fully  agreed  withi 
the  iright  hon.  the  ebancellor  of  the  exche^ 
quer,  ^hat  if  there  was  an  -end*  put  to  the 
trade  to-mofarow^  the  West  •  India*  islanda 
would  net  be  lesa  cultivated  tbanviheynow 
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are.  We  bad  a  dreadful  exaittf>le  before 
ear  eyes  in  -what  bad  happened  in  St.  Do* 
oaiDgo  J .  and  he  feared  that  the  abolttion,  if 
it  was  even  cacried  at  present^  would  come 
too  late.  Had  ifae  proposition  originally 
xoade  by  the  bon.  mover  of  tlie  bill  been 
vhen  adopted,  the  We&t  India  proprietors 
would  not  be  placed  in  the  state  of  appre- 
hension and  insecurity  that  they  now  are.    . 

Mr.  JFUberforce  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Burkt; 
from  imputations  which  bad  been  thrown 
upon  it,  from  a  quarter  he  should  have  little 
expected.  He  would  put  it  to  the  recollection, 
•f  many,  persons  now  present,  whether  that 
great  character  did  not  declare  in  his  place 
in  that  house,  that  he  had  long  entertained 
some  dittinct  ideas  respecting  the  alleviation 
#f  the  miseries  ot  the  negro  slaves :  but  that 
since  the  house  bad^  with  such  honour  to 
it«5lf,  taken  up  the  subject  npon  a  more  en- 
larged and  liberal  plan  Uian  he  as  an  humble 
individual  durst  venture  on,  be  would  throw 
those  ideas  to  the  wind,  as  the  magicians 
that  we  sometimes  read  of  were  said  to  throw 
their  mystic  leaves.  He  recollected  also, 
that  the  right  lion.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham) 
who  now  so  strenuously  opposed  the  mea- 
sure, when  be  rose  to  speak  in  that  house  on 
tbe  first  introduction  of  the  measure,  and 
Mr.  Burke  was  then  living,  commenced  that 
speech  which  delighted  and  astonished  all 
who  heard  it,  by  declaring  that  he  laboured 
under  thcssame  difficuhy  that  a  man  would 
do  who  was  called  on  to  prove  a  self-evident 
proposition.  He  lamented,  from  the  bottom 
of  bis  soul,  that  the  right  bon.  gent,  had 
abandoned  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity. 
He  regretted  that  such  high  talents  and  vir-* 
tues  should  have  lent  their  great  aid  to  the 
continuance  of  a  traffic,  not  only  dishonour- 
able but  destructive  to  the  nation. .  He  could 
not  help  applying  to  him  the  couplet  of  our 
immortal  poet : 
Who  would  not  laugh,  if  such  a  man  there,  be  ? 
.  Who  would  not  weep,  if  Atticus  w^re  he;  I 

He  would  not  at  that  late  hour  answer  any 
of  what  tbe  supporters  of  the  trade  called  ar- 
guments against  the  bill,  but  contend,  that 
if  once  tbe  progress  of  the  trade. were  arrested 
in  Africa,  tbe  situation  of  tbe  negroes  in  the 
West  Indies  must  be  improved,  and  for  this, 
tbe  strongest  of  all  reasons,  that  it  would  be 
tbe  interest  of  their  masters  to  da  so. 

Mr^  fViTidbam  shortly  explained;  and  tbe 
^pestion  being  called  for,  the  bouse  divided 
oa  the  qoestioQ  of  tbe  second  reading.-— 
Ayes  100,  Noes  42— Majority  58.— The  bill 
WIS  then  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  Goqamitted  on  Toesday  next.***On  the 
ftioiticNaior  calling  in  the  cooiael/  a  conver- 


siatton.frf'some  lehgth  ensned.  Tbe  qv^Mtoa 
was  carried  tn  the  affirmative  :  but  Mr* 
Scarlet,  on  opening  the  business,  pleaded  a 
want  of  preparation  on  his  own  part  and  thiat 
of  bis  coUeagtJ^s.  Their  further  bearing 
was  therefore  postponed  to  the  next  stage  ot 
the  \A\\,  and  the  house,  adjourned,  at  tiv# 
o'clock » 


HOUSE  OF  U)RDS.  • 
Friday,  June  8,  1804. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  JTwTie  8,  .16(1^.  .  .  : 
[Minutes.]  — Pfetilions  'were  presented 
from  the  prisoners  confined  for  dc^  in  thd 
prisons  of  Carlisle,  N4»ttingfa!am,  and  Bevev^ 
ley.  Ordered  to  Ue  opon  4he  table, -^  Mr. 
Dent  moved,  that  the  several  petitioners 
against  tbe  slave  trade  abolition  bill  be  heard 
by  thenMelves  or  their  t:ounsfir  on  the  report 
of  the  said  bill.  Ordered. — Mr.  H.  Adding^ 
ton  sftid,  that  on  account  of  a  material  m^ 
formality  in  one  of  tbe  clauses  oi  the  <:ott«fi 
manufacturers  bill,  he  begged  the  housff 
would  allow  him  to  withdraw  it,  -and  bring 
in  another  in  its  room,  which  should  bi 
strictly  conformable  to  the  resolution.  Leave 
given.  Th6  right  bon.  gent,  then  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  the  new  bill,  which  'hA 
brought  in  accordingly.  Read- a  first  ixTnWt 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lim« 
on  Monday,  and  to  be  printed.— On  ihi 
motion  of  Mr.  Coke,  tbe  report  of  tlie  cbi^ 
roittce  on  the  corn  bill,  was  ordered  to  be 
re-committed  to  the  same  committee.— -Mi^ 
Jatnes  Fitzgerald  brought  in  a  bill  for 
amending  the  election  act  fot*  Ireland,  whicki 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Monday  se*nnight,  and 
printed.---On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Lascelles, 
ib»aecoBd  reading  of  the  clothiers'  biilirac 
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fixed  for  Monday  next. — ^Mr.  Deot  rooTed, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  West  India  produce  inpport- 
td  into  Great  Britain,  from  the  Ist  of  Jan. 
]'803,  to  the  latest  period  to  which  it  could 
be  made  up ;  distinguishing  the  nature  and 
value-  of  such  produce.  Ordered. -^On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  C.  Dundas^  the  committee  on 
the  misdemeanour  bill,  was  deferred  till 
Monday,  for  the  purpose  ot  proposing  some 
new  clauses.— Sir  L.  Parsons  moved,  that 
the  papers  presented  on  the  /th  of  May,  re- 
specting the  slave  trade,  be  printed.  Or< 
dered.— Sif  W.  Elford,  after  alludinj^  to  a 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  but 
^hich,  from  various  reasons,  he  had  been 
prevented  from  bringing  forward,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  late  board  of  admiralty, 
wished  now  to  withdraw  that  motion ;  be- 
cause the  first  object  which  it  had  in  view, 
viz.  the  removal  of  the  minister  who  pre- 
sided in  that  department,  had  already  been 
obtained^  and  he  now  only  wished  that  jus- 
tice would  be  done  to  the  individuals  who 
bad  suffered  from  that  conduct.  That  jus- 
tice would  be  done  them,  he  readily  expect* 
ed  from  the  liberality  and  clemency  of  the 
noble  lord  who  now  presided  in  the  same  de- 
partment. Should  he,  however,  be  disap- 
pointed in  that  expectation,  which  he  could 
not  well  bring  himself  to  believe,  he  reserv- 
ed to  himself  the  right  of  again  resuming  his 
motion  until  the  latter  object  of  it  was  ac- 
complished.— Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  rose  to  move 
for  several  documents ;  among  others,  a  re- 
turn of  the  names  of  the  commissioners  who 
bad  been^appointed  to  inquire  what  compen- 
sation had  been  made  for  those  boroughs  in 
Treland  which  have  ceased  since  the  upion 
to  return  any  members  to  parjiiment.  Sir  J. 
Wrottesley  suggested  to  the  lion.  gent,  that 
there  were  none  of  the  roinisteri  present  who 
were  more  particularly  connected  with  the 
govt,  of  Ireland^  and  begged  leave  to  re« 
mind  him,  that  it  was  the  pretty  general 
practice  of  the  house  to  give  notice  of  such 
motions.  Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  readily  acqui- 
esced in  the  suggestion^  and  gave  notice, 
that  on  Monday  next  he  should  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  to  the  same  effect.  —  Mr. 
Rose,  iii  allusion  to  a  notice  which  he  had 
^ven  yesterday,  said,  that  an  hon.  nfember 
^f  that  house  had  accepted  the  reversion  of 
in  office  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  viz.  the 
place  of  prothonotary  in  the  common  pleas 
in  that  duchy,  and  some  doubt  had  arisen  in 
Vis  mind,  whether  on  his  accepting  that  of- 
fice, the  hon.  member  alluded  to  should  va- 
cate his  aeat,  agreeably  to. tlie  act  of  Queen 
Aoue.  He  looked  for  precedents  on  the 
journalsi  and  he  found  some,  where  mem^ 


bers,  on  accepting  such  offices,  had  actusd^ 
vacated  their  aeats ;  yet,  as  the  duchy  of  Lao- 
caster  was  separate  from  the  crown,  he  did 
not  well  see  how  the  above  act  could  ope- 
rate in  that  case.  To  remove  these  doubts 
was  the  object  of  the  motion  which  he  wiah  • 
ed  now  to  bring  forward. — Mr.  Banks  ob- 
served, that  the  intended  motion  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  seemed  to  involve  a  point  of  socoe 
delicacy  and  difficulty,  and  it  was  his  opi- 
nion the  house  should  not  come  to  a  precipi- 
tate and  unprepared  decision  upon  it.  H^^ 
therefore,  wished  the  motion  might  be  post<« 
poned  to  a  future  day.— Mr.  R6se  acqui- 
esced, and  gave  notice  of  a  similar  motion 
for  Monday* 

[Irish  Linen  Trade.]— Mr.  Foster  mov^ 
ed  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  house  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  on  the  petitions 
from  the  linen  pianufacturers  of  Ireland, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  duties  lately  im- 
posed on  the  export  linen  trade, — The  house 
having  gone  into  the  committee,  the  right 
hon. gent,  proceeded  to  state  thegroundof  the 
different  petitions.  '  They  prayed  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  4^  and  4  per  cent,  duty  lately  laid 
upon  the  export  of  Irish  linen,  which  form- 
ed the  staple  commodity  of  Ireland,  and  on 
the  export  of  which  principally  depended  the 
prosperity  of  that  country.  That  trade  had, 
of  late  years,  very  considerably  decreased; 
for  since  tiie  year  1800^  down  to  the  last 
year,  the  export  of  Irish  linen  had  decreased 
from  46  millions  of  yards  to  36{.  This  de- 
crease was  greatly  imputable  to  the  tax; 
and  in  his  mind,  instead  of  the  imposition 
of  a  new  iaxy  a  bounty  should  be  granted  on 
the  export.  Indeed  a  certain  bounty  had  al- 
ready been  granted ;  but  that  bounty  was 
counteracted  by  the  tax,  'Which  involved  an 
evident  inconsistency  in  the  measure.  In* 
stead,  therefore,  of  a  fresh  duty  being  im- 
posed, an  increased  bounty  should,  in  his 
opinion,  be  rather  granted.  He  could  assure 
the  house  that  it  was  the  sense  and  feeling 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  solicit  no  favour, 
but  what  might  extend  to  tlie  advantage  of 
the  empire  at  large,  and  that  they  did  not 
wish  to  acquire  any  benefit  in  which  all, 
every  part  of  the  empire,  did  pot  eqtially 
participate.  Under  that  impression,*  he 
moved  the  committee  for  leave  to  brihg  in  a 
bill  to  exempt  linen  from  all  duties  on  ex- 
port, from  all  the  ports  of  the  united  king- 
dom. 

Sir  R,  Peele  observed,  that  cotton  was  ap- 
plied to  tiie  same  purposes^  as  linen  :  peiv 
haps,  therefore,  it  might  be  welliiol  to  coxi* 
fine  the. indulgence  now  solicited  to  that 
branch  only  oi  our  manufactures..  iSuchA 
partial  indQlg^tice  might  ha ve.aa  oa&vouijf 
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able  effect;  perhaps,  therefore,  the  house, 
at  a  future  period,  might  feel  it  necessary  ei- 
ther to  put  a  check  upon  the  indulgence  now 
to  be  granted,  or  to  grant  a  similar  indul- 
gence to  the  cotton  branch. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said  there  was  a  striking 
difference  between  the  condition  of  the  two 
manufactures,  the  obe  flourished,  the  other 
■was  rapidly  decaying;  was  it,  tlierefore,  to 
burthen  with  increased  taxes  the  branch  that 
was  on  the  decline  ? 

Mr.  Lee  contended,  that  the  cotton  manu- 
factures had  already  been  expressly  exempt- 
ed. 

Sir  R,  Peele  said,  that  he  seemed  to  be 
misunderstood  by  the  hon.  gent.  He  did 
not  mean  to  discoprage  the  present  applica* 
tion,  he  confessed  that  the  linen  trade  was' 
more  depressed  than  the  cotton;  he,  there- 
fore, at  present,  asked  no  indulgence  for  (he 
latter. 

Mr.  Foster  complimented  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet on  his  liberality,  and  expressed  his 
earnest  wish  that  the  two  countries  might 
meet  each  other  in  the  foreign  markets  not 
as  rivals,  but  as  mutual  friends,  llie  only 
race  which  he  was  anxious  to  see  Ireland 
run  with  Great  Britain,  was  the  race  of  li- 
berality. 

Mr.  Dawson  directed  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  impolicy  of  the  tax,  the  injuii- 
ous  effects  of  which  were  already  so  visible, 
and  he  trusted  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
had  brought  forward  the  business,  and  who 
was  now  in  power,  would  use  that  power 
for  the  protectiob  and  benefit  of  that  trade 
6n  which  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  almost 
solely  depended.  He  did  not,  however,  ob- 
serve, that  he  had  vacated  his  seat  on  accept- 
ing his  high  office. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  there  was  no  ground  for 
his  vacating  his  seat,  and  if  he  liad  vacated 
it,  he  could  not  now  be  present. 

Mr.  Orwi^y  said,  he  should  be  always  vigi- 
lant to  Sep  that  no  violation  was  made  in  the 
apirtt  of,  the  articles  of  the  union  as  they  re- 
lated to  the  mutual  commercial  advantages 
of  (he  two  countries ;  and  h/e  rejoiced  to  see 
that  in  the  present  instance  that  spirit  was 
faithfully  adhered  to.— The  motion  was  put 
and  agreed  to:  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  then  received,  and  a  bill  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  resolution. 

(Slave  Trade.]— *  Mr.  Ftf//^  begged 
leave  to  ask  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  whether  he  would  agree  to 
a  motion  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  pray- 
ing for  directions  to  be  given,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  house  copies,  if  any,  of  a 
treaty  said  to  have  been  entered  into  between 
Gen.  Dessaltncs,  of  St.  Dcmingo,  and  Mr. 
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Corbetf ,  of  Jamaica ;  in  which  CTdaty  it  was 
to^  be  stipulated,  that  the  govt  of  St.  Db« 
minfo  might  import  slaves  from^ica. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed^ 
(hat  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  gVre  an-  ex* 
plicit  answer  to  that  question.  He  ftSt, 
however,  no  hesitation  in  saying,  (hat  he 
understood  an  overtture  to  that  effect  \aA 
been  made  by  the  govt,  of  St.  Domhiga^ 
and  he  believed  the  ftct,  that  a  stipulation 
was  proposed  for  leave  to  import  negroes. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  (hat  the  right  hon.  geot. 
had  given  him  the  whole  of  the  information 
which  he  was  anxious  to  obtain. 

[Additional  FobcsBill.]— TheCtaii* 
ceJlor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  (he  order  of 
(he  day  to  be  now  read  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  (he  additional  force  bill.  It  was  ac« 
accordingly  read,  and  upon  the  question 
that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 

Col.  Calcraft  rose  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  the  subject  of  the  bill.  He 
owned  that  he  felt  some  share  of  surprise^ 
that  since  his  Majesty's  councils  had  received 
(he  additional  aid  of  (he  right  hon.  gent.» 
for  he  by  no  means  considered  the  adminis- 
tration a  new  one,  and  after  all  (he  house 
had  heard  from  him  before  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  all 
the  eloquence  he  had  displayed  in  reprobat- 
ing  the  inefficiency  of  tho»e  plans  adopted 
by  his  predecessors,  he  did  expect,  now  (hat 
he  came  ostensibly  into  pffice,  to  hear  from 
him  a  plan  fraught  with  all  that  energy,  vi- 
gour, and  efficiency  of  which  he  had  ulked 
with  so  much  ability.  He  could  not  have 
thought,  that  after  such  an  opening  of  his 
purpose  as  that  with  which  he  had  a  jshort 
time  since  entertained  the  house,  and  amused 
the  country,  that  he  should  come  forward 
with  a  plan,  which,  so  far  from  seeming  to 
his  view  to  contain  any  feature  of  the  pro* 
mised  efficiency,  abandoned  the  only  part 
of  the  plan  of  the  former  bill,  which  pro- 
mised any  thing  like  expedition,  or  efficien- 
cy, in  completing  the  numbers  of  the  puWc 
force,  namely,  the  principle  of  ballotting ; 
and  that  the  only  point  of  efficiency  on  which 
he  seemed  to  place  his  first  reliance,  or,  in- 
deed, that  at  all  promised  to  be  productive, 
was  that  of  calling  on  the  several  counties  to 
make  up  forthwith  the  deficit  of  their  re- 
spective quotas  of  9,000  men  army  of  re* 
serve,  and  7,000  militia,  still  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  number  voted  by  parliament,  whick 
promised  no  further  increase,  in  any  reason- 
able time,  than  the  addition  of  16,000  men  } 
while  he  abandons  entirely  the  principle  of 
ballotting,  (he  only  one  which  proioised  ex- 
pedition and  efl^ect,  and  reports  to  a  princi- 
ple by  no  means  new  i  for  it  was  no  more 
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than  the  revival  of  the  plan  carried  into 
•operaflon  in  ihejear  1799>  for  raising  men 
for  the  navy,  by  calling  on  the  counties  and 
districts  for  quotas  of  men,  but  \<^hich  did 
not  procure  above  one  tenth  of  the  number 
proposed.  The  tnode  in  which  the  right 
IkAi.  gent,  proposed  to  apply  this  measure, 
was  by  throwing  the  nAen  so  raised  into  se- 
cond battalions,  though  raised  for  fencible 
^service,  in  hopes  of  thus  infusing  into  them 
a  military  spirit^  and  inducing  them  to  enlist 
in  ^fae  first  battalion,  which  may,  at  the 
'same  time,  be  upon  du4y  in  the  East  or  West 
'Ifxlies,  and  thus  to  confound  every  idea  of 
regularity  in  the  service.  But  this  was  con- 
-iistency  and  perfect  order,  compared  with 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  for  the 
promotion  and  interchange  of  officers,  where- 
by the  senior  officer  in  the  second  battalion 
i  was  to  be  promoted  to  the  junior  rank  in  the 
first,  and  the  junior  in  the  first  sent  back 
lor  senior  rank  in  the  second.  Thus,  officers 
who  had  been  detached  to  the  East  or  West 
Indies,  or  other  foreign  countries,  upon  the 
'  most  arduous  service,  and  whose  superiors 
falling  in  action  opened  to  them  views  of 
speedy  promotion,  would  have  the  mortifi- 
•  cation  of  being  sent  back  to  England,  after 
years  of  arduous  service,  to  a  second  batta- 
lion, and  senior  lieutenancy,  perhaps,  while 
officers  who  had  remained  quietly  and  com- 
fortably in  England,  would  be  sent  to  re- 
ceive promotion  in  the  senior  battalion,  in 
.>  whose  arduous  services  they  had  borne  no 
part.  This  arrangement,  he  was  confident, 
*aa  far  from  being  satisfactory  and  encourag- 
kig  to  meritorious  and  active  oflicers,  would 
be  productive  of  general  discontent.  The 
mode  of  raising  the  men  also,  instead  of  by 
♦he  ordinary  one  of  recruiting,  was  to  be  by 
the  parish  officers,  at  a  bo^unty  of  six  gui-^ 
Heas,  to  whom  some  small  premium  was  to 
'be  given  per  man,  bjr  >^'ay  of  (Encouraging 
their  diligence  in  the  raising  of  these  men  ; 
but  if  the}'  failed  in  completing  their  quota 
within  a  given  time,  then  a  penalty  some- 
what higher  than  the  bounty  was  to  be  levied 
upon  the  parish  for  each  man  deficient.  It 
would  be  recollected,  that  while  the  parish 
officers  were  allowed  to  give  only  six  gui- 
neas per  man,  the  recruiting  Serjeants  were 
'allowed  to  offer  ten  guineas  :  the  result  of 
which  would  be,  to  create  so  much  difficulty 
in  raising  the  men,  that  the  parishes  would 
rather  abandon  the  task  altogether,  and  pay 
•the  diffisrence  between  the  bounty  allowed 
them  and  the  fine  to  be  levied,  and  then 
the  expense  would  operate  as  a  partial  tax 
upon  landed  property.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared at  this  moment  to  go  fully  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  whole  bill,'  which,  however,  ap- 


pearc|i  to  him,  in  many  parts^  fraught  with 
very  objectionable  principles.  It  had  been 
very  aptly  described  by  an  hon.  member,  not 
now  in  his  place,  as  a  renovation  of  the 
quota  bill  of  1795 }  and  he  was  confident  it 
would  have  a  similar  effect,  and  not  raise  one- 
tenth  of  the  number  of  men  proposed  to  be 
obtained  by  it.  He  could  not  forget  that 
measure,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
carried  into  effi*ct,  as  the  immediate  source 
of  the  calamitous  mutiny  which  shortly  af- 
terwards occurred  in  our  fleet  at  the  Nore. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think  other- 
wise, but  he  thought  there  could  be  no  cause 
more  likely  than  placing  outboard  our  fleet 
men  •io  totally  different  in  all  respects  froni 
the  character  of  British  seamen,  men  who 
were  ripe  for  any  species  of  sedition,  or  con- 
spiracy, the  very  scum  and  dregs  of  the  po- 
pulation of  tlie  country.  The  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  raise  men  expeditiously  for  the 
army  of  the  line,  but  the  question  for  the 
house  to  consider  was,  whether  or  not  it 
was  likely  to  effect  that  end  }  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  the  contrary  would  be  the 
result,  and  that  the  ordinary  mode  of  re- 
cruiting vi^ould  he  incomparably  more  pro- 
ductive, if  the  right  hon.  gent,  could  make 
op  his  mind  to  abandon  the  grand  impeding 
principle  of  inlisting  for  life.  He  felt  the 
fullest  confidence  that  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  consent  to  abandon  that  principle, 
and  make  such  arrangements  as  to  constitute 
the  West-India  duty  a  distinct  service,  he 
would  effect  the  object  of  conipleting  the 
public  force  with  a  rapidity  and  effect  which, 
under  this  bill,  would  be  impracticable.  He 
should  therefore  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill.  ' 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  denied  that  the  men  to 
be  Raised  by  ihe  present  bill  could  be  ^  fairly 
compared  to  the  quota  men  of  1/95.  A 
very  material  distinction  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  manner  in  which  ihe  two  bodies  of  men 
were  raised.  The  quota  men  were  raised  at 
the  expense  of  the  parish,  with  tlie  dread  of 
a  very  heav^  penalty  if  they  were  not  raised 
within  a  limited  period  j  the  parish  officers, 
therethre,  had*  recourse  to  extraordinary 
means  to  obtain  them.  The  men  to  be  raised 
by  the  present  bill  were  to  be  raised  at  the 
expense  of  govt.,*  tlie  parish  officers  were 
only  made  the  instruments  of  raising  them  j 
and  if  any  duty  was  imposed,  without  a  fine 
being  imposed  in  case  of  failure  or  neglect 
to  perform  that  duty,  there  was  but  little 
use  in  saying  that  the  duty  should  be  per- 
formed by  one  person  more  than  another". 
There  was  besides  this,  a  great  good  to  be 
seen  in  this  measure,  which  the  hon.  gent, 
had  seemed  entirely  to  overlook;  the  ballot^ 
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which  formerly  excited  so  much  apprehen- 
sion in  the  minds  of  the  public,  would*  be 
now  put  an  end  to.  The  effects  of  the  bill 
would  not  be,  as  formerly,,  to  throw  the 
burden  entirely  on  ihe  poor,  but  would 
place  them  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the 
rich,  as  far  as  ihe  operation  of  the  bill  went. 
From  a  due  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
country,  from  the  absolute  necessity  which 
he  saw  for  raising  an  additional  military  force 
at  the  present  period,  and  from  the  excel- 
lence of  the  plan  proposed,  he  should  give  it 
his  most  hrarly  support. 

Mr.  Yorke  declared,  that  in  rising  on  the 
present  occasion  it  was  not  at  all  his  inten- 
tion to  give  any  thing  like  factious  opposi- 
tion. It  was  a  principle  which  he  should 
always  hold,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
one  to  support  the  govt.,  if  he  was  satisfied 
that  their  measures  were  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  country.  Con- 
sistently, however,  with  the  opinions  which 
he  h.id  formerly  delivered  respecting  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  the  idea  which 
be  h  id  formed  of  this  bill,  from  the  short 
couiidtration  which  he  had  been  able  to  give 
it,  he  could  not  afFord  it  his  support.  Some 
parts  or  the  measure  he  certainly  did  approve 
of,  while:-  others  were  of  a  nature  which  did 
not  «<eL'm  to  him  tit  to  be  entertained  by  the 
house.  He  confessed  that  the  idea  of  cn- 
lis  ing  men  for  limited  service  nlight,  if 
propel  iy  ori^anized,  be  productive  of  the 
'grtratc'st  advantage  ;  and  he  allowed,  that 
such  w.:s  the  sy.ucm  adopted  by  all  the  great 
militnry  powers  of  Europe.  Still,  the  prac- 
ticability ot  recruiting  the  army  effectually 
by  this  plan  was  a  matter  of  doubt.  A 
scheme,  indeed,  of  separatingcoloni.il  from 
gfncr.irservice  had  bsen  in  agitalionj  and  if 
rc'duced  to  practice  might  produce  very  im- 
portant consequences.  Till,  however,  that 
was  cffc'cted,  we  mqst  look  to  other  means 
of  keeping  up  our  reguLir  military  fore-. 
Till  such  a  measure  was  brought  about,  he 
did  not  see  how,  independent  of  ballot,  this 
Supply  could  be  regularly  obtained.  It  was 
pever  attempted  in  any  of  tl\e  countries  of 
Europe  to  keep  up  the  army  by  voluntary 
offers  of  service.  In  Austria,  in  Prussia,  in 
France,  in  Russia,  compulsory  measures 
V^ere  uniformly  resorted  to,  and  a  ballot 
more  or  less  extensive  was  employed  for  the 
purpose.  Witliout'such  a  measure,  the  mi- 
litary establishment  of  these  countries  could 
never  have  been  preserved  ;  and,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  country,  ballot 
v  as  equally  necessary  to  keep  up  such  an 
army  as  oar  present  situation  imperiously 
c'cmanded.  As  a  friend  to  the  militia  sys- 
t^o^,  as  well  as  to  the  army  of  reserve,  he 


could  not  but  think  that  the  ballotting  sys- 
tem ought  to  have  been  retained.  But,'  tp 
direct  his  observations  more  particularly  (b 
the  question,  he  declared,  that  to  ihegcneril 
principle  of  the  bill  he  had  no  specific  otr 
jection'.  He  objected  to  the  bill  j  first,  aji 
to  the  amount  of  the  men  proposed  to  be 
raised  5  secondly,  as  to  the  manner  of  th.eir 
being  raised  j  and  thirdly,  as  to  the  time  ia 
wh  ch  the  measure  had  been  brought  for* 
ward.  Before  he  proceeded  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  these  points,  he  begged  leave 
to  say,  that  it  wa?  pretty  generally  allowed^ 
that  under  the  measures  of  the  late  govt.,  a 
degree  of  security  as  applicable  to  any  fo- 
reign danger  had  been  obtained,  and  that 
we  had  come  to  that  state  which  called  oa 
us  to  look  to  our  means  of  providing  a  disr 
posable  force.  The  danger  formerly  exint- 
ing  was  admitied  to  have  been  at  least  so  far 
abated  as  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  turn- 
ing our  attention  to  a  permanent  system  for 
recruiting  and  keeping  up  to  its  full  com- 
plement oi;r  n-gular  army— an  army  not  - 
only  calculated  to  meet  the  cmefgeucy  thet> 
existing,  but  to  prepare  us  fijr  any  futurq 
contests  in  which  we  might  happen  to  be 
involved.  It  was  with  this  view  that  the 
bill  was  introduced,  and  the  house  were 
called  on  to  view  it  as  the  foundation  of  a 
permanent  military  establishment.  In  this 
light  he  considered  it,  and  viewing  it  in, this 
light,  he  meant  to  apply  hjs  present  obser- 
vations. The  number  of  men  proposed  to 
be  raided  was  the  first  ground  of  the  objec- 
tions which  he.  had  to  stiUe  against  the  bill. 
The  number  appeared  10  him  to  be  too  great 
to  be  at  all  consistent  with  the  reci-uiting.f  ic 
the  regulnr  army.  It  was  proposed  that  »iiq 
militia  should  be  reduced  to  40,000  tor  En- 
gland and  8,000  for  Scotland.  In  this  qase 
there  would  be  a  diminution  to  the  amount; 
of  20  000  for  England,  while  the  diminu* 
tion  for  Scotland  would  be  to  the  amount  of 
4.000.  This  number  it  was  intended  to 
throw  al'ogether  into  the  army  of  reserve, 
by  which  arrangement  the  number  would 
be  augmented  to  no  less  than  65,000.  This 
was  an  arrangement  which  he  could  not  pos» 
sibly  support ;  for  it  directly  interfered  with 
the  recruiting  both  for  the  regular  army  and 
for  the  marine;*,  the  number  of  which  were 
now  considerably  below  the  number  voted 
by  parliament.  The  knowledge  of  the  de- 
ficiencies in  both  of  these  branches  of  the 
service,  was,  he  declared,  one  strong  induce- 
ment for  him  to  propose  the  suspension  of 
tlie  army  of  reserve  act  for  one  year.  With 
regard  to  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  mi- 
litia, he  had  no  objection  to  the  plan,  and 
be  did  not  see  that  leaving  the  whole 
Nn2 
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Aomber  at  48,000,  woald  be  atlemled  with 
«B7  bad  consequences.  But  what  be  ob* 
jected  to  was,  the  throwing  all  the  vacancies 
^  they  occurred  to  be  filled  up,  in  t^ie 
anny  of  reaerrc.  If  the  anny  of  reserve 
were  thos  to  be  supported,  it  was  quite  ri- 
diculcm  to  talk  of  filling  up  the  regular 
iBmiy,  which,  now  that  our  means  of  in* 
teroial  defence  were  completed^  was  admit* 
ted  on  all  hands  to  be  the  great  object  of  at- 
tention. If  it  w^s  attempted  to  fill  up  the 
numben  of  the  ann^  of  reserve  toihe  amount 
proposed,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  d^Iaring 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  tl^e  a^empt  would 
betotally  disappointed.  With  regard  to  tbe 
mode  in  wbich  the  men  were  to  be  raised, 
be  had  afi  equally  dbiinct'objection.  He 
was  convinced,  that  in  proportion  as  the 
•cverity  pf  ihe  provisions  of  the  army  of  re- 
feryf.act  were  relaxed,  the  plan  of  filling 
up  the  the  deficiencies  would  become  alto- 
gether nugatory.  An  boii.  friend  of  his 
(Sir  R.  Buxton)  had  co^gratnlated  the  bous^ 
pti  the  idea  thaf^  as  tbe  plan  i^w  stood,  it 
would  release  the  land  owner  from  the  se- 
vere pressure  under  which,  by  the  proyisioos 
of  the  reserve  act,  be  hs^  laboured,  ^e 
himself  confessed  that  he  was  ratber  at  a 
loss  to  understand  bow'  this  i^as  to  be  ef- 
fected; Tbe  ooly  ei^cacious  pr^ndpe  of 
the  plan,  as  it  now  stands,  i^  ^bp  ^nflict^on 
of  the  fine,  in  <ases  wh^re  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  were  t^ot  procured.  If  the  fine 
was  to  be  levied  at  all,  it  must  be  levied 
principally  on  the  }and  owners,  and  this 
being  the  case,  i^  was  not  very  easy  to  see 
ifi  what  tbe  altefatioii  adverted  to  by  the 
hon.  baronet  ^onsisfed'.  l(he  present  meia- 
sure  appeared  to  binp^  iQ  have  in  its  mode  of 
execution,  a  copsiderable  afi^niiy  to  the 
quota  bill.  It  bad  be^n  ^nid,^  tbai  a  right 
bon.  friend  near  him  (A(r.  Aadington)  had 
on  a  former  night,  declared,  that  not  ohe- 
teoth  of  ihe  number  of  men  to  be 'raised 
by  the  bill  had  been  procured,  yndoubtedly, 
this  assertion  is  not  to  be  taken  ^n  the  finl 
extent,  so  (ar  as  the  recruits  for'ihe  army 
and  navy  yrtie  conctrned.  As  to  t^  navy^ 
iiearly  the  quo^a  pninbers  were  procured^ 
but  it  was  very  different  indeed  with  the 
army.  It  was  1l^^e  that  about  7,000  meti 
were  raised  ;  but  uien,  out  of  this  number, 
not  more  than  1,400  were  retained  as  efli- 
cieni  for  military  service.  '  Me  had  reason' to 
belidve,  that  w^eii  he  reckoned  t^e'nuniber 
so  high,  he  rather  over-rateid  than  diminish- 
ed their  amount.  '  At'  this  moment,  the 
whole  remains  of  these  recruits  which  ba(^ 
been  connected  with  drifereht'  corps,  were 
embodied  in  the  filst  regt.  at  Malta,  and 
their  wbolc  number  was  not  above  COO. 


With  these  facts  before  theni,  be  called  on 
the  house  to  consider  how  far  it  would  b^ 
proper,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  cooptry,  to  lay  aside  the  balloting  sys- 
tem ?  He  asked,  whether  it  was  possible 
reasonably  to  expect  that  we  should,  inde- 
pendent of  compulsory  measures,  have  socb 
an  i^rmy  as  all  professed  anxious  to  see 
establisbed  ?  The  principle  of  the  militia 
establishment  was  founded  on  ballot.  1% 
was  recogni^d  and  acknowledged  by  tbe^ 
wisdom  moxxx  ance«»tors^  It  hac\,  on  many 
occasions,  been  the  grand  source  of  our  se- 
curity. At  the  commencement  of  a  war,  it 
enabled  us  to  preserve  our  rank  and  conse- 
quence in  the  scale  of  patrons.  It  ^^s  no^ 
therefore,  wise  nor  politic  to  giye  up  a  cer- 
^mty  ^r  aii  uncertainty,  to  relinquish  what 
had  been  proved,  what  had  either  not  been 
tried,  pr  had  been  trif  d  i^nd  t<^tally  failed. 
Afi  to  the  bounty  proposed  to  be  given  to 
those  who  vbUintcercd  their  seryi^res,  there, 
was  nothing  novel  in  the  plan.  The  same 
regulation,  tbougli  to  ^  less  extent,  had 
prevailed  ever  since  the  ye^r  1755,  when  it 
was  fixed  that  those  who  were  balloted  for, 
shooid  receive  one-half  of  the  bounty.— .On 
the  whole,  he  was  co^nv;nced,  that  if  thei 
men  were  to  be  obtained,  they  would  be 
obtained  only  by  compulsory  measures,  o^ 
by  the  operation  of  a  balioti  With  regard 
to  the  time  in  which  the  plan  was  brought 
forward,  he  had  to  offer  a  few  oWryationa. 
Having  provided  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  against  tbe  dsingcrs,  hov^ever  foy« 
midabie  which  threatened  if ;  paving  at  this 
moment  aoo.Opp  men  in  arms  \  a  fbrce;, 
which,  if  it  ^as  not  adequate  to  repel  any 
invader,  the  country  was  not  worth  de- 
fending^ the  great  object,  a^  l^c  had  re- 
peatedly observed,  was,  the  augmentation 
of  our  disposable  force.  When  h^  alluded 
to  this,  he  referred  to  t^e  augmentation  o{ 
our  irifantiy  of  the  line,  frr  we  had  a  suffi- 
cient siipply  o^  cavalry  and  artiflerv.  Unde^ 
this  impression  the '  members  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's late  govt,  had  applied  t^iemselvcs  »c\ 
the  consideration  of  th^s  object,  and  form- 
ed a  plan  for  carrying  it  in^o  cffecf.  They 
bad  resolved  that  a  certain  number  o(sccoo4 
battalion^  should  be  raised,  t^  be  attached 
to  some  of  the  oldest  regiments  in  the  ser- 
vice. They  had  determined  also,  that  ten 
hew  bait^lions  should  be  formed,  priDci-* 
pally  in  Ireland  and  S^cotland,  with  the  great, 
est  possible  dispaic(i.  H^ took  it  for  graptcc^ 
that  this  plaii  was  how  to  be  aba  intoned ; 
iox  if  the  bill  prdc&ded,  the  number  of  inen 
proposed  to  be  raised  could  not  be  procured. 
Those  who  were  most  sanguine  in  their  ej^- 
pectaiions  liopi  the  t)ill,  trusted  a  ^rea^  ^]^ 
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to  the  patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  the 
people.  He  would  be  thp  last  man  to  dis- 
parage this  patriotism  or  public  spirit.  In 
the  application  of  the  army  of  rcjacrve  act, 
they  had  unquestionably  displayed  them* 
selves  in  the  most  con;»picuous  colours.  By 
the  numbers  of  men  which,  under  the  aid 
of  this  spirit,  that  act  had  procured  the 
foundation  of  our  security  was  permanently 
established.  Whatever  sanguine  expecta- 
tion<t  gentlemen  entertained  on  the  subject, 
\ie  was  free  to  confess  that  he  did  not  at 
all  relish  the  mode  in  which  this  success,  if 
it  was  effected,  was  to  be  obtained.  If 
parish  officers  were  to  act  in  procuring  the 
recruits  from  their  respective  districts,  they 
most  of  course  expect  to  receive  some  com- 
pensation or  rei^ard  for  their  labour.  In 
tliis  way  he  could  not  help  conceiving  that 
they  would  assume  the  character  and  habits 
pf  mere  crimps  i  a  species  of  beings  to  be 
detested  and  scouted  in  every  virtuous  com- 
munity. It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  in 
point  of  time  the  bill  was  at  all  of  an  urgent 
nature,  that  it  held  out  any  rational  pro- 
spect of  the  immediate  effect  of  the  bill, 
f  yen  if  passe4  into  a  law,  and  that  no  ground 
|iad  been  adduced  for  il^e  house  proceeding 
with  precipitation,  he  therefore  should  op- 
pose tl^e  ^d  reading  of"  the  bill  on  the  pre* 
iient  occasion.  He  thought  it  should  lie  over 
till  next'  Sj^ssion,  and,  in  the  mean-time, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  migl^t  con- 
sider the  whole  military  system  pf  the 
country.  . 

Mr.  Siturges  Bourne  said,  he  was  happy  to 
find,,  from  the  speech  of  the  ft.  hon.  gent, 
^ho  had  just  sat  down,  that  he  did  not  at 
all  go  into  the  ideas  of  another  rt.  hon  gent. 
(Mr.  Addington)  on  a  former  evening,  that 
t}iebill  was  inconsistent  with  t|)e  principles 
of  a  free  constitutioq.  He  was  ecjually 
satisfied  to  see  that  the  measure  was  not 
descrij^ed  as  one  either  nugatory  or  oppres- 
sive. The  rt.  hon.  gent,  had  contended 
aga|nst  tlie  efficacy  of  the  bill,  but  bs|d  not 
maintained  that  its  provisions  were  at  all 
vexatious.  ][t  had  been  distinctly  admitted, 
that  at  the.  present  raoroem  tl^ere  was  the 
strongest  necessity  for  the  aus;mentation  of 
onr  regular  disposable  force.  With  i^ie  view 
of  accomplishing  this  object,  the  bill,  among 
Qther  things,  proposed  the  reduction  of  the 
militia;^  and  this  he  conceived  must  appear 
^  very  important  consideration.  |f  ^  largq 
disposable  military  force  had  become  heces- 
•ary,  there  was  one  of' the  roost  efficacious 
means  for  obtaining  it.  It  hn(\  for  a  con- 
siderable time  be^n  the  decided  opinion  of 
^on^e  of  the  best  informed  individuals  in  the 
country,  (bat  the  present  extent  of  the  mi- 


litia establishment  was  equally  impolitic  and 
inexpedient  Recent  circumstances  had  oc- 
curred to  give  additional  weight  to  that 
opinion.  Since  the  union  with  Ireland,  it 
has  been  found  desirable  that  a  large  dispo« 
Sable  force  should  be  left  for  the  service  of 
that  part  of  the  united  empire,  and  for  that 
reason  it  has  been  contended  that  the  ser« ' 
vices  of  the  respective  militias  should  be  re« 
ciprocal.  For  grave  reasons,  it  had  not 
been  thought  proper  at  present  to  adopt  (hit 
arrangement  ^  but  at  the  same  time,  if  « 
disposable  force;  for  the  protection  of  Ireland 
was  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  necessary^ 
this  afforded  a  strong  argument  for  the 
gradual  diminution  of  the  militia  of  thii 
country,  and  in  their  room  to  have  a  force 
whose  services  should  extend  to  every  part 
of  the  united  kingdom.  This  was  the  ob^ 
ject  of  the  bill,  and  so  far  it  had  his  decided 
support,  and  appeared  to  have  powerful 
claims  to  the  support  of  the  house.  As  to 
the  means  by  which  the  number  of  men  to 
be  raised  by  the  bill  were  to  be  procured, 
he  begged  leave  to  make  a  very  few  remarks* 
It  bad  been  contended  that,  as  the  measure 
now  stood,  it  would  operate  with  peculiar 
pressure  pa  the  land  owners  ;  and  for  that 
reason,  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Addington) 
had  described  it  as  highly  oppre<;sive.  He 
confessed  himself  astonished  to  hear  such 
language  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  under 
whose  administratioQ  not  less  than  100,000 
men  had  been  raised  by  ballot.  Did  the  rt. 
hon.  gent,  mean  to  assert,  that  the  ballot* 
ing  system  was  attended  with  no  inconve- 
niencies  and  no  hardships  ?  He  certainly 
could  not  bold  such  language.  The  thing 
was  tiUogether  impossible.  If  the  question 
came  to  be  strictly  considered,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  shew  that  there  was  even  justice^ 
far  less  humanity,  in  the  system  of  balloting. 
The  fact  is,  it  either  operated  on  the  lower 
orders  as  a  measure  of  compulsory  service,  or 
on  those  of  better  circumstances  as  a  tax  for 
the  commutation  of  their  services.  Whether 
it  operated  i|i  the  one  way  or  the  other,  it 
was  impossible  to  deny  that  it  was  accom- 
panied ^yith  harshness  and  severity.  It  had 
been  argued,  that  though  the  army  of  reserve 
act  was  severe  in  its  pressure,  it  was  only  a 
temporary,  instead  of  what  the  present  act 
meant  to  be,  a  permanent  measure.  It  was 
not  very  ea^  to  see  on  what  ground  this  as* 
sertion  was  foi:\nded.  If  the  army  of  reserve 
act  was  carefully  e^^amined,  it  would  be  ra- 
ther a  bar  J  task  (o  8he\Y  tha^  it  was  not,  in  all 
points  of  view,  as  much  of  a  perm?inent 
nature  as  that  now  before  the  house.  There 
was  not  a  single  clause  in  the  reserve 
act  from  which  its  temporary  duration  could 
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be  inferred.  It  was  not  fair,  then,  to  cm- 
ploy  thcbe  sort  of  arguments  against  the 
measure.  It  was  but  what  candour  required 
that  it  shftuld  stand  on  its  merits  imparlialJy 
stated.  The  present  bill  was  confessedl}rmore 
lenient  than  the  reserve  act^  and  all  argu- 
ment drawn  against  it  as  a  permanent  mea- 
sure were  premature  and'  unjustifiable.  It 
had  been  affirmed  that  ihe  present  measure 
was  nearly  assimilated  to  the  quota  bill,  and 
that  this  last  measure  had  not  obtained  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  number  of  men  which  it 
^as  designed  to  procure.  He  was  really  at 
d  loss  to  know  what  the  documents  were 
which  could  warrant  an  assertion  so  confi- 
dently brought  before  the  house.  The  do- 
cuments respecting  tihe  number  of  men  pro- 
cured for  the  army  were  not  prepared  with 
sufficient  accuracy.  With  regard  to  the 
number  procured  for  the  navy,  however, 
this  was  not  the  case.  He  could  state  con- 
fidently that  of  the  6,000  which  were  re- 
quired, nearly  5,000  were  actually  levied 
dnd  distributed  among  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's shipjs.  But  the  present  measure  dif- 
fers in  one  most  important  respect  from  the 
quota  bill.  In  that  case  the  bounties  were 
tlnlimited,  and  in  many  instance's  they  were 
enormously  high.  The  whole  was  done  by 
the  parishes  without  the  interference  of  the 
legislature  at  all.  In  the  present  case,  tlie 
bounties  were  to  be  pbsitively  restricted.  It 
was  insinuated,  that  the  men  procured  by 
this  bill  might  be  in  character  similar  to  ihose 
obtained  by  the  quota  bill,  who  had  been 
described  as  the  scum  of  society,  as  a  set  of 
individuals  who  qarried  with  them  disease 
arid  disaffection  wherever  they  approached. 
On  this  point  he  had  to  say,  that  if  improper 
persons  were  then  introduced  into  the  army 
a'nd  navy,  it  was  rot  because  they  were 
drawn  from  the  scum  of  society.  It  was 
because,  in  many  instances,  the  bounties 
were  so  enormous  that  persons  even  above 
the  lower  orders  of  life  were  induced  to  enter 
the  army  pr  navy  who  otherwise  would 
never  have  thought  of  entering  into  either. 
Such  an  inconvenience  was  now  to  be  com- 
pletely removed,  and  the  only  object  which 
was  in  view  was  to  prevent  all  the  clashing 
and  competition  which  high  bountie's  had 
produced  in  all  the  branches  of  the  service. 
If  even  the  plan  should  not  be  so  efficient 
as  the  system  by  ballot,  still  the  regular 
army  would  have  a  better  opportunity  for 
recruiting,  divested  of  all  rivalry  and  com- 
petition. But  a  good  deal  had  been  said 
relative  to  the  expediency  of  enlisting  for  a 
limited  term  of  service.  If  the  right  hon. 
gent,  however,  who  spoke  last,  was  well 
founded  in  bis  o^inion^  that  the  bill  would 


be  altogether  inefficient,  then  the  recruiting 
for  the  regular  army  would  not  be  at  all  a^- 
fecied.     It  had  been  admitted,   that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  9,000  men  in  the   arnny 
of  resejve^  and  the  late  ministers  had  cory- 
fessed,  that   to  attempt  to  supply  this  de- 
ficiency was    a    vain  attempt.      The    bill 
professed  to  make  this  attempt,  and  it   was 
surely  but  fair  that  the  experiment  should 
be  tried.     But  it  seems   that  a  large  body 
of  men  were  to  be  raised  for  general  service. 
He  professed  he  did  not   see  when  It  was 
found  that  the  inducement  c:f  high  bounties 
and  limited  service  did  not  allure    men   to 
enlist,  how   a  hope  can  be  entertained'of  ef- 
fecting this  object  without    these   induce- 
ments, and  under  the  positive  existence    of 
reduced  bounty.     The  great  drawback  to 
the  recruiting  formerly  was,  that  those  who 
had  a  desire  to  go  into  the  army  kept  back 
fn  the  hope  that  a  still  higher  bouniy  might 
present  itself.     Bot,  by   the   mca-ute  now 
before  the  house,  this  expectation  would  be 
removed.     A  permanent  system  would   bee 
looked   up   to,  and   recruiting   would  then 
have  a  chance   of  fair  and   full   operation. 
The   cfFfct  of  the  measure  would,  in  \h^ 
first  instance,  be   to  raise  a  force  only  for 
limited  service  j  but  the  experience  of  what 
took  place  in   the   course  of  a  ft-w  months, 
was  sufficient  to  give   us  the  brst  hopes   pf 
its  effects.     In,  these  few   months  no  fewer 
than  30,000  troops  had  volunteered  for  ge- 
neral service,  and  if  this  was  the  case,  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstat*.ce»,  whai  might 
not   be   expected   under  those  of  the  mo^t 
encouraging  nature,  and  when  the  number 
of  the  reserve  would   be  increased  from  A(X 
to  6o  or  70,000?     On  the  local  recruiting, 
which  the  bill  goes  to  encourage^  he  wished 
to  make  a  single  observation.     The  effect 
of  this   system   he   needed  not  to  describe. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  tvtxy  one  who  reflect- 
ed for  a  moment  on  the  subject.     During 
the  existence  of  the  ballot,  if  a  substitute 
was    to   be  procured,   tho^e  wanting   hin^ 
were  not   confined   to  their   own   district. 
They  might  go  into  the  most  populous  (fi?- 
tricts  and  towns  in  the  kingdom,  from  which 
alone  the  recruits  for  the  n  gular  army  could 
be  expected.     By  the  provisions  of  the  billj^ 
however,  this   evil  was  remedied,  and  the 
field  was  left  clear  for  the  recruiting  of  the 
regular  army.     On  the   whole  the  rt.  hon, 
gent,  was  fully  convinced  of;  the  expediency 
of  the  bill,  and  sat  down  by  giving  ii  his 
decided  support.     * 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  be  thought  he  should 
find  vigour  and  efficiency  in  the  measures  of 
the  present  administration,  from  the  frequent 
charges  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exn 
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clieqaer  against  his  predecessor,,  fpr  n^Ucl 
and  tardiness,  but  he  was  surprised  that  no 
proof  was  as  yet  given  of  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  the  one  to  the  other.  On  reading 
this  bill,  he  found,  tliat  it  gave  a  power  to 
the  crown  to  enrol  and  raise  60  or  7^,000 
men,  and  to  apply  the.  money  for  raiding 
them  independently  of  Parliament.  From 
the  mode  to  be  pursued  by  this  act,  the 
power  of  raising  the  money  for  this  purpose 
was  entirely  put  out  of  the  Control  of  par- 
liament, and  entirely  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  the  crown.  Combining  this  point  with 
the  permanence  of  the  army  establis^hment 
under  this  bill,  he  must  say,  that  he  felt 
'some  jealousy,  if  not  alarm,  fvon\  carrying  it 
into  elftct.  History  was  loud  ai^d  convinc- 
ing on  this  subject ;  it  informed  u.^  how  dan- 
gerous it  was  to  raise  large  permanent  mili- 
tary forces,  which  had  ge*nerally  overthrown 
the  very  governments  which  gave  them 
birth,  and  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the  go- 
vernment itself  the  destruciioo  of  property, 
liberty,  and  independence.  FJe  was  educated 
in  principles  contrary  to  such  an  establish- 
ment, and  could  not  help  being  influenced 
by  his  early  prejudices  in  favour  of  a  consti- 
tutional foFce.  When  he  looked  at,  and 
considered  the  tendency  of  this  bill,  hetrcm- 
.blcd  for  the  consequences  so  much,  that  he 
should  refuse  it  his  assent.  In  considering 
the  essential  part  of  the  bill,  il  would  be 
found  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  framed,  namely,  the  augmentation  p( 
oar  regular  fo'ce.  It  proposed  to  raise  a 
numbi-r  of  mt n  in  a  particular  manner  j 
'but  it  did  not  do  so  on  any  ground  of  cer- 
tainty, it  left  the  increase  of  that  force,  which 
was  desired,  entirely  problematical;,  hence 
we  could  never  calculate,  with  any  degree 
of  precision  or  accuracy,  the  state  of  ot^r  real 
strength.  Notwithstonding  all  the  preUmii- 
nary  details  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  yet,  if 
general  recruiting  faile.d  him,  ibis  whole 
force,  from  whjcb  we  were  to  expect  such 
advantages,  must  disappoint  its  sanguine 
supporters ;  for  although  tlie  sum  to  be  paid 
for  the  man  was  limited,  yet  the  fine,  in  case 
the  quota  could  not  be  procured,  was  to  be 
given  and  applied  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
recruiting ;  hence  recruiting  in  the  usual 
manner  was  the  only  ground  of  raising  the 
men  ultimately.  The  object  was  evidently 
then  to  embody  and  fix  a  regular  standing 
army,  in  doing  which,  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
duce and  depart  from  the  militia  system, 
which  was  a  constitutional  force,  found 'hi* 
tberto  adequate  to  the  purposes  and  exigen- 
cies of  the  country;  a  force  which,  in  its 
principlei  was  consonant  to  the  wi:dies  and 


fiselings  of  trhe  people,  and  sanctioned  by  our 
ancestors.  If  he  had  the  option,  or  if  hii 
opinion  could  have  any  weight  in  the  deci- 
sion of  this  question,  he  should  undoubtedly 
prefer  a  constitutional  force,  as  being,  in  his 
mind,  the  most  efficient  in  every  point  of 
view.  He  should  depend  on  the  energy, 
spirit,  loyalty,  and  zeal  of  such  a  force^  ac- 
tuated by  a  reverence  for  the  constitution,  a 
respect  for  the  laws,  and  impressed  with  an, 
awe  for  t,he  institutions  and  memory  of  their' 
ancestors :  he  should  place  greater  reliance 
on  such  a  force^  than  any  other,  on  the  prin- 
ciple ihnjt  those  who  felt  that  they  were 
lighting  for  their  own  freedom  a/id  rights; 
w'ould  not  invade  the  rights  or  privileges  of 
the  rest  of  their  countrymen.  Another  ob- 
jection he  had  to  this  force  was,  that  it  would 
be  separated  from  the  people;  that  a  kind  of 
unnatural  barrier  w  >ustittt- 

lion,  between  it  anc  3ramii- 

nTty.;  no  intercliang  o  colli- 

sion of  opinion,  no  rrest  or 

good  offices  were  to  cen  the 

armed  and  unarmed  le  peo' 

pie.,    This  was  not  for,  it 

could  not  be  agrcea  i  of  the 

public,  Q%  of  any  raaj  iriously 

on  thp  calamities  w  ;n  from 

a  force  thus  exchiJi  rcourse 

andxammuuion  wiij  n3tk)n. 

He  should  like  to  see  a  forcQ  estabiis|ied 
which  would  coipprehend  in  il  the  gentle- 
men of  .tlie  qountry,  who  would  not  be- warp- 
ed by  any  ipiJitary  or  excluding  spirit  from 
the.  real  interest  of  their  native  land,  an<i 
who  would,  therefore,  be  always  prepared  to 
counteract  the  dangers  which  might  be 
otherwise  apprehended  from  a  standing  army. 
But.it  was  said,  ^nd  ardently  hoped,  by  the 
right  hon.  gent^  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  the. men 
will  readily  enter  into  the  rcgulor  army  out 
of  the  army  of  reserve.  Will  they  enter  it 
at  all,  or  transfer  their  service  from  the  one 
force  to  the  other  without  an  additional 
bounty  ?  If  the  right  hon.  geiit.  thought  ^q, 
he  was  afraid  experience  would  fatally  coq.- 
vince-him  of  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion,  for 
there  was  not  a  man  in  (he  country  so  igno- 
rant, .who  was  not  aware,  on  entering  ih^ 
army  of  reserve,  that  it  was  intended  he 
should  enter  into  the  line 3  hence,  from  the 
very  beginning,  his  idea  of  bounty  m^^st  be 
present  to  his  miqd.  But  how.^^ere  the 
men  to  be  procured  in  the  tirst  instancie  ?  By 
the  exertions  of  the  parisJi  officers  and  over* 
seers  of  the  poor.  They  shall  provide  the 
men,  says  t(ie  right  hon.  gient. :  it  would  be 
mpre  appropriate,  perhaps,  if  he  had  iai4« 
they  luay  ptociifc  tlieai   if  they  cau.     He 
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disupi^i^ovedtxf  the  fine  proposed  to  be  paid, 
if  the  rtcn  could  not  beprocor^  in  inc  pa- 
rish or  distiricti  and  considered  it  a  direct  tax 
on  landed  property.  He  thought  it  an  en- 
iraofdinary  aUd  severe  clanse  in  this  bill,  to 
obli^  thosi^  parish  officers  to  pay  a  fine  for 
what  Ihcy  could  not  perform.  If  they  had 
used  their  ntoaost  endeavours  to  find  the 
men,  and  failed,  surely  It  was  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice  and  of  the  British 
constitution,  to  inflict  a  mulct  or  fine  on 
them  for  not  having  done  what  ihey  strove 
to  do,  but  were  unable  to  accomplish.  With 
regard  to  the  officers,  therefore,  it  was  un- 
fair on  the  face  of  it,  if  they  fruitlessly 
exerted  themselves ;  and  if  they  did  not,  then 
their  neglect,  for  which  there  was  no  remedy 
provided,  would  be  unfair  with  respect  to  the 
country,  which  was  obliged  to  pay,  or  add  to 
the  fine,  in  order  to  raise  the  numt>er  which 
the  officers  might  have  provided,  but  which 
tbey  had  neglected.  In  the  machiuery  of  the 
militia  and  army  of  reserve,  he  recollected 
that  the  want  of  this  controUng  principle 
was  very  much  felt ;  for  it  was  not  unusual 
to  postpone  the  general  meetings  for  ballots 
ing  during  many  months;  and  although 
much  inconvenience  had  arisen  fi'om  such 
delays,  yet  diere  was  neither  fine  nor  penalty 
imposed.  It  was  better,  perhaps,  that  th^ 
did  not  take  place,  because,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, no  person  could  be  found  to  undertake 
the  execution  of  them.  He  regretted  that 
the  present  ministers  left  it  in  his  power  to 
apply  to  them  all  the  terms  of  tardiness  and 
inefiaciency  which  they  had  used  against 
their  predecessors.  In  speaking  of  the  mi- 
nisters, he  wished  to  be  understood  to  allude 
to  one  half  only,  the  other  being  composed 
of  the  late  administration.  He  thought,  :ipon 
the  whole,  that  the  last  administration  had 
gone  on  quietly  and  unostentatiously  in 
adopting  measures  sufficient  for  the  security 
of  the  country ;  and  he  did  not  know  how 
the  msyori^  of  the  present  cabinet,  who 
were  also  the  majority  of  the  last  cabinet, 
could  now  condemn  their  former  measures ; 
unless,  like  the  French  surgeon,  who  sup- 
posed the  transfusion  of  young  blood  would 
make  an  old  animal  young  again,  they  should 
now  suppose  that  the  accession  of  a  few  men 
of  considerable  talents  altered  completely  the 
cabinet. 

Mr.  Bankes  did  not  think  that,  among  the 
tariotts  objections  which  gentlemen  might 
choose  to  make  to  this  bill,  they  would 
urge  that  it  was  Unconstitutional.  At  such 
a  period  of  difficulty  and  danger  as  the  pre- 
sent, menaced  as  this  country  was  by  a  for* 
tnidable  and  powerful  eneoay,  surely  there 
could  be  but  one  opiaioo  as  to  the  necessity 


"of  raising  a  large  disposable  force,  capable 
not  only  of  contributing  essentially  to  our 
defence  at  home,  but  able  likewise  to  avenge 
our  wrongs,  ind  assert  bur  rights  abroad. 
There  was  lio  plan  which  was  not  liable  to 
objections;  that  Was  no  reason,  howevei', 
why  one  with  the  fewest  defects  should  not 
be  adppted.  But  the  hon.  gent.  wh6  spoke 
last,  said,  in  censuring  other  parts  of  the  bill, 
that  the  country  would  be  unsafe  with  60  at 
70,000  men,  raised  according  to  the  present 
plan ;  he  seemed  to  think  that  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  permanent  force  at  home 
would  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  our  freedom. 
In  answer  to  this  objection  of  the  hon.  gent., 
he  could  urge  the  controling  power  of  par- 
liament, which,  as  it  erected  that  system, 
could  also  arrange,  reduce,  or  abolish  it.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  came  under  the  de- 
scription of  saying,  that  the  country  was  not 
in  a  state  of  defence,  or  that  the  force  of  the 
country  should  have  been  carried  to  a  much 
greater  length  than  it  was  by  the  late  minis- 
ters ;  his  opinion  was,  that  the  force  of  the 
country  ought  to  be  raised  with  as  little  pres- 
sure as  possible  on  the  people,  and  with  the 
greatest  respect  for  their  feelings,  disposition, 
and  prejudices ;  if  this  mode  were  adopted^ 
he  was  sure  that  gentlemen  would  find  the 
source  of  recruiting  more  abundant  than  they 
itnagined.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it 
must  be  satisfactory  that  balloting  was  en* 
tirely  done  away  ;  for  if  there  was  one  part 
of  the  system  more  than  another  which  ex- 
cited general  disgust  and  disinclination  to  a 
military  life,  ix  was  balloting.  He  did  not 
mean  to  censure  this  system,  when  he  con- 
sidered the  time  at  which  it  was  adopted ;  he 
spoke  now  of  the  army  of  reserve,  for  that 
was  a  most  critical  and  dangerous  period, 
when  it  became  incumbent  on  us  to  resort 
to  every  temporary  expedient  in  order  to  put 
us  out  of  peril ;  but  seeing  that  the  appre- 
hension which  then  existed  for  our  imme- 
diate security,  was  now  in  a  great  measure 
done  away,  the  view  which  the  people  would 
take  of  a  permanent  establishment  at  present 
would  be  exceedingly  different  fi'om  that 
which  tbey  might  heretofore,  when  they  had 
acted  under  th^  impression  of  immeidiate 
danger,  to  repel  which  they  were  not  so  well 
prepared.  At  such  a  time  the  house  must 
be  aware  that  they  would  submit  cheerfiilly 
to  many  sacrifices  which  they  may  be  in« 
clined  to  refuse  now  that  the  storm  has  to  a 
great  extent  subsided.  When  they  felt  them- 
selves perfectly  safe  at  home,  tbey  would*  be 
the  more  inclined,  and  justly,  to  enquire  and 
scrutinize  the  mode  of  raising  our  disposable 
and  offisnsive  forces. — ^With  an  obvious  re^ 
gird  to  these  importaat  consideratiooSy  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


-67n 


PiilL.  DEBATES,  Jans  8,  ISOA-^-JMlmal  Farce  Bill. 


im 


plan  before  the  house  proposed  limited  ser- 
vice in  the  first  instance,  ^s  that  which  was 
most  popular,  and  of  course  most  available. 
It  was  fair  to  expect  from  its  operation  that  it 
wouW  be  attended  with  all  the  success  which 
was  expected,  particularly  when  it  was  con- 
sidered, ihat  the  army  of  reserve  had  already 
supplied  13,000  recruits  to  the  troops  of  the 
line.  Was  there  not  reason »  therefore,  to 
hope  •for  a  further  continuance  of  the  same 
benefit  and  augmentation  from  this  source  ? 
He  was  certainly  a  friend  to  limited  service, 
and  approved  of  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  who  made  it;  particularly 
if  an  arrangement  was  made  for  raising  a  co- 
lonial force,  as  he  heard  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  minister  to  do ;  such  an  arrangement 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  every  hu- 
mane and  liberal  mind  that  considered  the 
losses  this  country  bad  sustained  by  main- 
taining an  European  force  iu  the  colonies. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  however,  that  he 
had  penetrated  the  mind  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  or  had  any  knowledge  of  what  he 
might  have  in  contemplation  on  this  subject. 
He  must  ditl'er  from  thoright  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite to  him,  (Mr.  Addington)  wlio  would 
postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  this 
bill  till  some  time  next  session.  As  it  was 
agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  regular  force 
of  the  country  should  be  augmented,  surely 
then,  the  progress  of  a  bill  which  had  this 
object  in  view,  ought  to  be  facilitated  and 
promoted  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  When 
the  men  raised  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  were  trained  and  disciplined,  then 
our  whole  regular  force,  which  was  at  pre- 
sent much  restricted,  would  then  become 
disposable  to  the  amount  of  70,000,  of  which 
it  consisted  in  G.  Britain,  Ireland,  and  in 
the  Islands  in  the  Channel.  This  plan  could 
not  be  considered  dilierent  from  that  of  his 
Majesty's  late  ministers,  w^ho  proposed 
bringing  over  the  Irish  militia  in  order  to  ef- 
fect the  same  object.  He  was  not  a  friend 
to  innovation  on  the  militia  system,  but  was 
friendly  at  the  same  time  to  the  alteration 
intended  in  it,  for  th^  sake  of  increasing  our 
disposable  forces.  He  knew  no  better  mode 
of  succeeding,  in  this  respect,  than  by  raising 
the  men  locally,  and  llirough  the  medium  of 
parish  officers,  who  may  be  presumed  to  be 
the  roost  fit  for  that  purpose,  from  their 
knowledge  of  every  circumstance  of  the  in- 
dividuals within  their  jurisdiction,  aided  also 
by  the  local  influence  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
would  be  induced  to  exert  it,  from  a  desire 
to  save  the  fine,  as  well  as  from  motives  of 
zeal  aod  patriotism.  1  he  quota  men  had 
ieen  spoken  of,  and.  relied  much  on,  as 
Vol,  IL 


ground  against  this  bill,  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Yorkc)  5  but, 
alihough  the-act  for  raising  them  was  not  at- 
tended with  all  the  advantages  expected  from 
it,  yet  he  apprehended  the  deficiencies  were 
not  as  great  as  they  were  represented  to  have 
been  5  -for  which  reason  he  could  wish  that 
the  returns  were  before  the  house,  in  order 
that  it  couW  make  up  its  rnind  fully  and  sa- 
tisfactorily on  tlie  subject.  But  when  gen- 
tlemen talked  of  the  hardship  of  this  bill, 
he  wished  them  to  recollect  the  oppresMoa 
felt  by  the  country  from  the  army  of  reset  vc, 
and  the  consequent  aversion  of  the  people  ta 
its  continuance.  The  cause  was  obviously 
the  hardship  imposed  by  the  balloting.  This 
was  not  the  only  objection  to  it.  But  it 
should  be  considered,  that  so  long  as  the 
balloting  continues,  its  concomitant  evil  o( 
high  bounties  will  not  cease  to  operate.  He 
should  again  refer  to  the  plan  of  the  hon. 
gent,  below  him  (Mr.  Fox),  for  limited  ser- 
vice in  general,  and  observe,  that  if  it  were 
adopted  in  time  of  peace,  or  of  less  danger 
than  the  country  was  menaced  with  at  pre- 
sent, he  should  give  it  his  support,  and  en- 
tertain the  greatest  hope  of  its  success  j  but 
he  did  not  think  that  experiments  could  be 
made  under  the  circumstances  of  the  nation 
at  this  moment.  We  should,  therefore,  con- 
tinue a  plan  which  was  tried  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  found  to  answer;  it  takes  away 
that  which  was  considered  objectionable  and  . 
oppressive,  he  meant  balloting  and  high 
bounties;  it  did  not  call  for  one  roan  more 
than  the  country  was  already  obliged,  by  the 
existing  acts,  to  furnish,  with  this  material 
diflereiice,  that  the  niode  of  doing  so,  and  of 
complying  with  the  act,  was  more  easy,  and 
of  course  more  popular.  From  every  con- 
sideration he  was  obliged  to  give  it,  and  from 
every  view  he  had  taken  of  it,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  WHS  eligible,  and  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. 

Mr.  Athins  IFiight  wished  the  present 
bill  to  be  judgf-d  of  raiker  by  its  own  merits 
than  by  comparing  the  system  of  the  present 
administration  with  that  of  their  predeces- 
sors. He  could  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  the 
present  occabion,  but  must  declare  his  disap- 
probation ©f  it.  He  did  not  like  to  impose 
on  the  peop'e  burdens  which  were  laid  in  'a  ^ 
partial  manner,  as  it  seemed  to  him  these 
tinea  wbuld  bej  as  they  would  frequently 
operate  with  a  considerable  degree  of  hard- 
ship on  thoee  who,  from  their  own  act  or 
their  own  inclination,  had  been  guilty  of  no 
fault  \v4iatever,  but  had  only  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  not  being  abl^  to  raise  men.     H« 
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objected  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
by  which  overseers  are  permitted  to  raise 
men  even  jn  adjoining  parishes.  He  should 
have  disapproved  of  it,  had  ihcy  even  been 
confined  within  the  limits  of  their  own  pa- 
rish, as  a  bad  mode  of  raising  men ;  but, 
as  it  now  stands,  they  are  made,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  recruiting  Serjeants. 
He  thought,  also,  that  it  was  an  unjust,  as 
well  as  a  round-about  way,  to  raise  men 
for  unlimited  service,  by  means  of  an  in- 
termediate and  limited  service.  Why,  he 
asked,  not  do  it  at  once  ?  By  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  bill,  it  will  become  a  po- 
licy to  enter  first  into  the  army  of  reserve, 
and  having  received  the  bounty  for  so  do- 
ing, to  obtaid  a  second  and  a  higher  boun- 
ty to  enter  into  the  regular  army,  which 
would  be  an  additional  burden  on  the  pub- 
lic. He  found  himself,  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  of  with-holding  his  assent  to  a 
measure  which  was,  in  his  mrnd,  inade- 
quate to  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

Mr.  Ellison  felt  himself  actuated  by  no 
principle  or  motive  but  that  of  doing  his 
duty  to  his  country ;  and,  therefore,  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  present  and  late  admini-^tration. 
He  could  not  forbear,  however,  from  ob- 
serving, that  he  saw  nothing  as  yet  produc- 
ed by  the  present  minister  which  was  en- 
titled to  greater  confidence  or  respect  than 
"what  his  predecessors  had  brought  forward. 
He  graiYted  that  the  army  of  reserve  was 
necessary  in  its  first  institution  to  meet  the 
pressing  exigencies  of  the  state,  and  to  re- 
pel the  dangers  which  seemed  to  menace 
us  with  destruction.  But  it  should  not  be 
said,  that,  because  a  measure  was  intro- 
duced, and  thought  necessary  at  one  time 
of  imminent  peril,  that  it  should  be  there- 
fore continued,  when  the  danger  and  criti- 
cal circumstances  in  which  it  had  originated 
had  ceased  to  exist,  at  least  to  any  great 
degree.  The  substantial  result  of  the  plan 
would  be  to  endeavour  to  augment  the  re- 
gular army  through  the  agency  of  poor- 
house  overseers  and  parish  officers,  and  to 
raise  a  force,  at  the  same  time  that  the  mo- 
ney would  be  supplied  without  the  control 
or  superintendance  of  parliament.  It  was 
giving  a  power  to  raise  money  or  a  tax  on 
the  people,  who  were  already  sufficiently 
burdened  by  the  demands  of  the  state,  for 
carrying  on  the  war.  The  army  of  reserve 
bill  he  had  always  considered  as  extremely 
oppressive  ;  and  in  support  of  this  opinion 
he  instanced  one  estate  within  his  know- 
ledge, amounting  only  to  £iy*joo  a  year, 
which  bad  paid  •£'400  iu  the  course  of  seven 


months  to  the  army  of  reserve.  He  object- 
ed to  several  pans  of  the  bill,  particularly 
the  fines;  and  concluded,  by  saying,  that  if 
the  house  consented  to  raise  an  army  by 
such  partial  modes  of  taxation,  they  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  doing  the  greatest  injus- 
tice. 

Colonel  Mitford  could  not  agree  wiih  an 
hon.  gent,  as  to  the  security  of  the  country 
being  so  great  as  he  represented,  though  be 
acknowledged  that  its  security  was  greatly 
increased.  Nothing,  however,  appeared  to 
him  more  strange,  in  the  variety  of  opinions 
delivered  on  this  subject,  and  amidst  the  tol- 
lision  of  the  great  and  leading  characters, 
who  had  taken  part  in  discussing  it  from  time 
to  time,  than  that  they  should  have  forgot- 
ten or  neglected  to  state  how  this  force 
shotild  be  disposed  of  in  time  of  peace,  and 
how. it  could  be  raised  constitutionally.  His- 
tory too  fatally  proved  the  danger  of  raising 
new  forces  without  great  deliberation,  and 
warned  us  of  the  peril  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  establishment  of  a  large  army  on 
any  ground  but  the  most  pressing  exigency, 
which  he  acknowledged  to  exist  at  present. 
Yet  the  house  should  not  forget  that  the  par- 
liament in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First  did 
not  foresee  the  conduct  of  the  army  which 
they  had  raised,  or  that  it  would  t)e  the  in- 
strument of  overturning  the  power  which  it 
w^s  designed  to  uphold.  France  was  ano- 
ther instance  of  the  danger  incurred  by  esta- 
blishing a  permanent  and  large  army.  Every 
member  in  the  house  knew,  that  25  millions 
of  people,  animated  by  what  was  called  the 
ardour  of  freedom,  had,  under  that  impres- 
sion, performed  prodigies  of  valour;  yet  that 
they  had  at  length  submitted,  and  were 
now  succumbing  under  the  most  degrading 
yoke,  and  most  ignominious  slavery,  which 
had  at  any  time  disgraced  the  world,  or  tar- 
nished the  page  of  history;  and  w?  all 
knew  that  this  strange  event  was  accom- 
plished by  3  or  400,000  men.  This  was  an 
example  which  this  country  would  do  well 
to  consider  with  attention.  Our  constitution 
was  altogether  diflFere»ir  from  that  of  the 
continental  nations,  and  he  much  wished, 
that  ministers  would  employ  their  talents  in 
improving  the  military  system,  which  in  this 
country  was  most  powerful,  when  most  con- 
sonant to  the  free  principles  of  our  civil  con- 
stitution. With  these  impressions  upon  his 
mind,  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
voting  against  the  present  bill. 

Sir  John  Wrottesley,  before  he  entered  on 
the  discussion  of  the  question  which  was  re- 
gularly before  the  house,  wished  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  argument  which 
was  principally  urged  by  the  three  genllt^ 
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men  who  last  spoke  against  the  bill,  and  that 
was,  that  by  the  operation  of  it  a  very  great 
burthen  would  be  thrown  on  the  parochial 
officers.     He  could  not  concur  in  that  ob- 
jection, for  any  one  who  looked  into  our 
municipal  regulations  would  perceive,  that 
for  the  last  50  or  60  years  that  description  of 
persons  have  always  been  charged  with  the 
duty  of  raising  naen.    Where  was  the  hard- 
ship  then?     If  any  gent,  read  the  present 
bill,  he  would  find  that  there  was  no  com- 
pulsion on  the  parish  officers  to  procure  men, 
they  were  subject  to  no  fine  in  case  of  not 
succeeding,  and  he  could  not  see  why,  at  a 
crisis  when  all  of  us  were  by  duty  bound  to 
contribute  our  most  strenuous  exertions  to- 
wards the  protection  of  the  state,  that  what- 
ever they,  in  furtherance  of  that  great  ob- 
ject, should  be  required  by  the  present  bill 
to  perform,   could  be  considered  as  either 
oaerous  or  oppressive.    The  other  argument 
which  had  been  advanced  by  those  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  was  raising  men  not  by  par- 
liamentary taxation,  was,  in  his  mind,  quite 
as  untenable  as  the  one  he  had  adverted  to, 
and  he  hoped  confuted.     To  be  convinced' 
of  that,  he  would  only  call  on  any  gent,  who 
doubted  it,  to  read  the  bill,  and  he  would 
there  find,  that  the  only  taxation  the  parishes 
would  be  subject  to  was  a  moderate  fine,  in 
case  the  recruits  they  were  charged  with 
were  not  procured.     Whatever  differences 
of  opinion  might  have  subsisted  between  the 
various  parties  in  that  house,  there  was  one 
thing  in  which  ihey  were  agreed,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  create  a  great  disposable 
force.     For  if  any  thing  could  put  an  end  to 
the  war  in  which  we  were  unfortunately  en- 
gaged, if  any  thing  could  convince  the  ac- 
tive and  daring  enemy  with  whom  we  had 
to  contend,  that  we  are  not  with  impunity 
to  be  unjustly  attacked,  it  would  be  the  cir- 
cumstance of  having  a  great  disposable  force 
at  our  command.    Occasions  may,  and,*  he 
trusted,  would  arise,  when  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  employ  itj    we  should, 
therefore,  be  prompt  and  decisive,  and  pre- 
pare ourselves  for  that  possible  emergency. 
Aright  hon.  gent.   (Mr.  Yorke),  objected 
to  the  measure,  because  he  considered  it  as 
V  compulsory.    He  feared  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  not  read  the  bill,  and  that  he  had  taken 
his  opinion  of  it  from  what  he  had  heard 
thrown-  out  on  a  former  night ;  for  in  the 
bill  before  them   there  was    not  a  single 
clause  that  could  be  considered  as  compul- 
sory in  its  operation.     Another  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Addington),  had  suggested  the 
propriety  of  deferring  the  measure  to  the 
next  session,  but  in  that,  he  believed,  he 
^vM  scarcely  fipd  a  person  to  agree  with 


him,  at  least  among  those  who  usually  sat 
at  the  other  side  of  the  house.  The  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke),  who  is  a  friend,  he 
might  almost  say  by  birth,  to  the  militia 
system,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  measure 
would  be  ineflicient,  and  for  this  reason^ 
that  he  thought  the  country  had  been  ex- 
hausted by  the  recruiting  service,  seeing  that 
30,000  men  had  enlisted  into  the  army  of  re- 
serve. He  could  not  coincide  in  that  opi- 
nion, and  he  was  sure  the  right  hon.  gent., 
when  he  made  it,  did  not  consider  that  there 
was  an  annual  supply  of  recruits  tobex)b- 
tained  in  this  country,  chiefly  from  the  large 
manufacturing  towns,  and  from  young. men 
who  were  just  out  of  their  apprenticeships. 
He  gave  his  hearty  concurrence  to  the  bill» 
as  destroying  altogether  the  system  of  ballot. 
He  would  not  longer  trespass  on  the  attentioi^ 
of  the  house,  as  no  doubt  there  were  many 
gentlemen  anxious  to  deliver  their  opiaions> 
on  the  plan — a  plan  which,  in  its  present 
constitutional  form,  had  his  hearty  support^ 
and  to  which  most  probably  he  would  not 
have  objected  as  originally  proposed,  if  thc^ 
necessity  of  our  situation  had  unfortunately 
required  it. 

Mr.  Fuller  expressed  himself  adverse  ta 
the  provisions  and  operation  of  the  bill,  as  , 
pregnant  widi  the  greatest  partiality  and  in- 
justice.   It  would  he  absolutely  impossible 
for  the  magistrates  in  the  county  of  Sussex^ 
which  was  one  of  the  most  populous  coun- 
ties in  the  kingdom,  to  carry  this  bill  into 
effect  in  the  manner  now  proposed.     The 
poors*  rales  in  that  county  were  greater  Ihaa 
in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.     If  the 
fines  proposed  by  this  act  were,  in  addition 
to  that  high  rate,  to  be  imposed,  it  would 
be  a  burden  hardly  to  be  borne.     Looking 
bver  to  Mr.  Addington,  he  assured  that  right 
hon.  gent.,  that  he  needed  not  view  him 
as  one,  who  entertained  any  animosity  to- 
wards him.    He  had  never  meant  to  turn 
him  out  of  the  ministry.     He  had  merely 
meant  that  administration  should  compre- 
hend the  greatest  man  in  the  country.    He 
had  merely  wished  to  see  it  Comprehend 
that  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox),  who  would  have 
carried  on  the  war  greatly  and  honourably; 
whose  coming  into  office  would  have  roused 
and  secured  the  spirit  of  the  country  -,  and 
who  would,  if  it  could  be  obtained,  have 
procured  us  an  honourable  peace.    He  was 
sorry  to  see  prescriptive  doctrines  characterise 
any  of  the  measures  of  this  country.     He 
knew  his  Sovereign ;  he  knew  his  opinion  of 
that  hon.  gent.  5  and  he  knctv  that  while  he 
had  the  bravest  and  most  magnanimous,  he 
also  possessed  one  of  the  roost  forgiving  spi- 
rits in  the  country— (A  cry  of  Order  I  Order  ^ 
Oo:4 
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The  Speaker  begged  that  the  hon.  gent, 
would  recollect  himself. 

Mr.  Fuller  observed,  that  he  would  not 
wish  to  say  any  thing  out  of  order,  but  he 
thought  the  Sovereign's  name  might  be  men- 
tioned; if  it  was  not  introduced  to  cause  any 
influence  on  the  debate.  He  then  said,  that 
next  to  oup  beloved  Sovereign's  — -. 

The  Speaker  repeated,  that  what  the  hon. 
member  said  was  not  connected  wiih  the 
present  debate, 

Mr.  Fuller  continued— Well,  then,  Sir,  I 
am  sorry  there  was  not  a  coalitioii ;  a  senti- 
met^t^  which,  I  am  convinced,  pervades  the 
whole  country.  As  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  relates  to  the  militia,  it  appears  tome 
to  be  very  proper,  and  I  hope  that  in  the 
course  of  4  or  5  years,  we  shall  be  able  to 
bring  the  militia  to  its  original  form,  which 
was  to  instruct  every  man  in  the  kingdom  in 
the  use  of  arms,  and  which  came  up  to  what 
the  hon.  gent,  below  me  (Mr.  Fox)  so  pro- 
perly and  emphatically  called  an  armed  pea- 
santry, which  I  coinqide  in  opinion  with 
that  hon.  gent.,  would  be  the  most  tremen- 
dous force  that  any  invading  army  could  pos- 
sibly have  to  encounter.  As  I  approve  of 
some  part  of  the  bill,  I  shall  not  oppose  its' 
going  into  a  committee,  in  case  the  house 
fchould  agree  to  the  second  reading,  but  on 
the  report!  shall  give  it  my  decided  nega- 
tive 

Mr.  Dent  said,  he  could  perceive  that  the 
adherents  of  the  late  administration,  as  well 
as  their  principals  who  composed  it,  could 
not  be  induced  to  approve  of  any  bill  for  the 
national  defence  except  that  which  they  had 
brought  in.  For  their  success  and  ability  in 
that  respect,  he  would  only  refer^to  the  vo- 
lunteer bill  and  the  income  act.  The  former 
they  were  never  able,  with  all  their  means 
and  perseverance,  to  push  through  both 
houses  of  parliament,  and  the  income  tax 
was  so  unintelligible  that  little  or  no  collec- 
tion, even  to  this  day,  had  been  made  under 
it.  Of  the  gent,  who  had  spoken  in  such 
vaunting  language  of  his  acting  from  con- 
scientious motives,  he  would  ask,  was  the 
member  for  Lincoln  the  only  independent 
man  in  that  house  ?  was  he  the  only  mem- 
ber who  did.  not  want  a  place  ? — (Order  1 
Order !  Chair !  Chair !  from  different  parts 
of  the  house.) 

The  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  disorderly  to 
make  any  personal  allusions. 

Mr.  Ellison,  I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  and 
to  the  bouse,  whether  1  brought  a  charge 
against  any  member  of  the  house,  eilher  for 
city  or  borough,  or  against  his  constituents, 
for  not  sending  independent  members.  1 
ask,  and  J  hope  I  am  not  wrong  in  so  doing, 


if  I  did  any  thing  more  than  asstmde  to  my- 
self independence;  and  that  I  did  not 'troa- 
ble  the  house  often,  and  i>cver  but  from  a 
sense  of  duty }  If  I  said  any  thing  calculated 
ta  offend  any  gent.,  1  most  humbly  beg  par- 
don ;  if  I  have  said  any 'thing  that"  tended  to 
convey  a  thought  that  hon.  members  were 
actuated  by  any  but  independent  motives,  I 
am  liable  to  be  t:alled  to  order  for  indecorum, 
and  i  am  obliged  to  the  house  for  overlook- 
ing an  offence  which  I  had  no  intentiop  to 
commit. 

Mr  Dent  professed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  declaration  of  the  hon.  gent.,  and,  dis- 
claiming all  intention  of  meaning  any  thing 
personal  to  him,, conceived  he  had  a  right  to 
advert  to  what  had  been  thrown  out  in  de- 
bate. The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  provide 
for  the  deficiency  produced  in  our  military 
system  by  the  former  administration,  a  defi- 
ciency which  had  been  often  alluded  to,  and 
censured  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  house,  and  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  they 
would  have  occasion  to  censure  again.  An  hon. 
member  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Fuller),  had 
disapproved  of  the  bill  for  a  most  extraordi- 
nary reason,  namely,  that  the  present  admi- 
nistration was  not  formed  on  a  broad  basis. 
If  we  had  not  an  administration  on  a  suffi- 
ciently broad  basis,  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  below  him  (Mr.  Pitt) ; 
but  tliat  was  no  argument  against  reading 
this  bill  a  second  time,  which  he  supported, 
conceiving,  that  if  (here  were  any  material 
faults  in  it,  they  might  be  removed,  and  the 
whole  bill  ameliorated  in  the  comnritiee. 

Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  said,  he  could  dis- 
cover but  one  opinion  in  the  house  as  to  the 
necessity  of  increasing  our  fbrce,  and  the 
only  difference  that  existed  in  sentiment  was, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  force  should 
be  raised.  Although  he  considered  the  mode 
proposed  by  this  bill  as  creating  a  dispo- 
sable force  as  inferior  to  others  that  had  been 
suggested,  he  was,  not^»'ithstanding,  pre- 
pared to  support  it.  It  was  formerly  pro- 
posed to  raij^e  men  for  rank,  a  mode  to  which 
he  saw  no  important  objections,  subject  as  it 
would  be  to  the  excellent  regulations  intro- 
duced by  the  commander  in  chief;  and  yet, 
no  sooner  was  it  mentioned,  than  a  clamour 
was  instantly  raised  against  it,  and  he  heard 
nothing  from  all  quarters  but  the  cry  of 
"  would  you  ruin  the  army.?*'  When  the 
proposal  was  made  to  raise  men  by  ballot, 
the  outcry  was,  if  possible,  much  greater. 
When  it  is  proposed  to  recruit  in  the  regular 
army,  then  it  is  objected  that  the  country  is 
exhausted,  and  that  there  can  be  no  hopes 
of  drawing  any  considerable  force  from  thtt 
source  5  so  that  there  ^vras  not  a  possible  niod© 
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of  recruiting  men,  to  which  some  extraor- 
dinary, and,  2M  those  who  urged  them  con* 
ccived,  insurmountable  objeciions  were  not 
offered.  All  contensed  that  it  was  necessary 
to  raise  a  great  force  \  and  yet  every  mode 
that  was  proposed  for  accomplishing  it,  was 
objected  to.  How  long,  he  would  ask,  was 
the  country  to  go  on  this  way  ?  A  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Windham)  had, 
in  a  former  debate,  suggested  the  propriely 
of  enlisting  men  for  a  limited  term,  and  that 
was  immediately  objected  to  by  his  right 
hon;  frifend  near  him  (Mr.  Yorke).  What 
was  demanded  by  the  supporters  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  ?  Why,  nothing  more  than  to  al- 
low it  to  go  into  a  committee,  and  to  see 
whether  it  could  not  receive  improvement 
there.  There  was  no  plan,  no  system  that 
human  ingenuity  coul'd  devise,  that  might 
not  be  liable  to  objection  5  and  yet  the  pos- 
sibility of  imperfection  was  but  an  ill  argu- 
ment against  all  eifbrt  of  attaining  to  prac- 
ticable utility.  He  thought  his  right  hon. 
friend's  mode  the  best  of  the  two  j  but  when 
there  were  two  ways  proposed  of  getting  at 
a  thing,  if  circumstances  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  follow  one,  he  would  take  the 
other.  He  presumed  that  it  was  in  the  con- 
tomplation  of  govt,  to  apply"  the  measure 
recommended  by  this  bill  to  Ireland.  If  that 
were  the  case,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  com- 
plete success,  for  he  was  persuaded  there 
was  not  a  parish  in  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  which  would  not  raise  the  men, 
rather  tlian  subject  itself  to  the  fine.  He 
would  vote  for  proceeding  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
colonial  and  home  demand  for  our  military 
force  could  not  be  carried  to  a  greater  extent 
than  it  actually  was.  He  wished  that  govt, 
had  fallen  upon  some  mode  of  lessening  that 
demand.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  ad- 
visable on  many  groands,  that  our  posses- 
sions in  both  the  Indies  should  be  garrisoned 
dnd  defended  by  troops  drawn  from  the 
East- Indies,  by  Sepoys,  who  were  inured  to 
the  climate  of  those  latitudes,  who  could 
support  the  inconveniencies  of  them  with- 
out risk  of  the  dangers  that  Europeans 
were  subject  to,  and  who  could,  from  the 
population  of  the  countries  they  were  drawn 
from,  be  supplied  to  any  number.  He  fully 
agreed  in  the  praises  that  had  been  bestowed 
upon  the  militia  j  that  might  be  truly  de- 
nominated the  constitutional  force  of  the 
country  $  and  he  trusted  it  would  always  be 
Increased  jn  a  commensurate  degree  with 
what  was  called  the  regular  force. 

Lord  De  Blaquieie  said,  he  had  so  often 
experienced  the  indulgence  of  the  house, 
that  he  would  now  beg  leave  to  trespass  on 


them  for  a  very  short  time.  The  observa- 
tions he  had  to  make  on  the  present  biU, 
would  go  to  the  general  principle  of  it,  rather 
tha:>  to  the  detail  of  any  of  its  parts.  This, 
he  conceived,  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
question  now  before  the  house  ought  to  be 
debated.  The  question  was  immediately 
connected  with  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  the  best  means  of  giving  it  stability. 
Was  it  not  fit,  therefore,  that  it  should  be 
proceeded  in }  and  would  the  house  dis- 
grace its  character,  by  scouting  and  driving 
away  a  measure  wbich  had  so  important  an 
object  in  view  ?  The  measure  certainly  did 
not  go  far  enough  j  it  did  not  go  to  esta- 
blish that  force  which  he  conceived  to  be 
sufficient  and  necessary  for  our  purpose. 
But  it  went  to  the  attainment  of  a  certain 
object ;  and  if  he  considered  it  to  be  the  last 
effort  of  the  great  mind  of  him  who  brought 
it  forward,  it  would  not  now  have  his  sup- 
port. He  considered  it  merely  as  a  measure 
which  was  to  give  effect  to  a  thing  that  the 
late  ministers  had  abandoned,  namely,  the 
army  of  restrve,  the  operation  of  which  they 
had  been  on  the  point  of  suspending.  This 
went  not  only  to  give  it  effect,  but  to  render 
it  beneficial.  He  could  not  conceive  this, 
however,  to  be  the  last  effort  of  the  present 
minister,  for  if  it  was,  it  roust  be  unworthy 
of  his  great  mind.  It  was  merely  to  bring 
into  operation  a  piece  of  ipibecility  that  had 
been  engendered  by  other  men;  a  thing 
which  was  a  nullity,  and  which  subjected  him 
who  had  introduced  it  to  the  imputation  of 
a  blockhead.  He  was  confident  the  present 
plan  would  procure  men  for  the  regular 
army ;  he  bad  himself  tried  the  experiment 
of  enlisting  men  from  a  limited  service, 
into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded in  it.  Then  to  allow  the  supernu- 
merary men,  who  were  to  be  reduced  from 
the  militia,  to  enter  into  the  royal  army,  was 
a  plan  against  which  no  reason  could  be 
advanced,  and  which  was  to  be  admitted. 
He  would,  therefore,  support  it  with  the 
utmost  of  his  power.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
who  brought  it  forward,  should  always  have 
his  good  wishes  and  support.  He  could  not, 
however,  help  deploring  the  exclusive  admi- 
nistration that  had  been  lately  formed.  He 
deplored  the  loss  of  so  much  talent  as  that 
which  he  saw  arranged  against  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  and  was  grieved  to  think  it  was 
not  more  united  with  his.  He  particularly 
lamented  that  the  administration  had  not  the 
benefit  of  the  talents  of  an  hon.  gent,  who 
had  just  gone  out  oC  the  house  (Mr.  Fox). 
Here  there  was  a  cry  of  order  I  upon  which 

The  Speaker  got  up,  and  said,  he  must 
appeal  to  the  noble  lord,  whether  the  topics 
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he  was  dwellirfg  upon,  belonged  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house  ? 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  resumed.  He  said, 
he  conceived  it  was  a  part  of  his  argument 
m  sopport  of  the  question,  to  express  the 
confidence  be  had  in  one  of  the  ministers^ 
and  the  regret  he  felt  at  that  minister's  not 
having  the  assistance  of  more  talents,  in  the 
arduous  situation  he  had  accepted.  This 
was  certainly  a  public  calamity.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
gent,  could  go  on,  even  with  the  assistance 
he  had. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  afler  the  decla- 
ration which  be  had  made  of  his  sentiments , 
oa  the  subject  of  this  bill  last  week,  he 
^ould  not  have  troubled  the  house  this 
»lght,  if  it '  had  not  been  for  the  variety  of 
topics  thrown  out  in  the  present  discussion. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  house  was 
influenced  by  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  baro- 
net opposite  (Sir  L.  Parsons),  so  as  to  re- 
solve to  go  into  the  committee,  and  pass 
the  bill  at  all  events  He  wished  the  house 
to  pause  a  little  on  this  doctrine.  The  use 
of  a  second  reading  was  to  debate  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure,  and  the  greater  the 
importance  of  the  measure, 'the  more  neces- 
sary was  it  not  to  let  it  pass  this  stage  with- 
out some  discussion.  The  hon.  baronet 
seemed  to  be  of  a  directly  contrary  opinion, 
and  was  for  letting  every  measure,  good 
or  bad,  go  into  a  committee,  and  trying 
whether  it  might  not  be  made  to  answer 
its  purpose;  and  it  was  on  this  ground, 
he  supposed  the  hon.  baronet  voted  for 
sending  this  measure  to  a  committee, 
though  he  preferred  another  on  the  ruin 
<xf  which  this  was  founded.  His  maxim 
seemed  to  be  lauda  manentem,  to  ap- 
prove always  of  the  measure,  before  him. 
For  his  own  part,  he  approved  of  the  old 
practice  rather  than  the  novel  doctrine  of 
the  hon.  baronet ;  and  therefore,  though  he 
had  oiFered  his  sentiments  before,  he  would 
repeat,  shortly,  his  principal  objections.  He 
agreed  in  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  he  was 
sure  the  bill  did  not  tend  to  forward  that 
object ;  and,  therefore,  be  thought  it  right 
to  put  a  stop  to  it  as  soon  as  possible.  It 
appeared  to  him  not  only  inadequate  to  its 
object,  but  adverse  to  and  destructive  of  it. 
There  Were  three  ways  in  which  the  measure 
had  been  considered,  and  which,  though  not 
all  of  them  separately  of  importance,  it  was 
at  least  important  to  keep  distinct ;  1st,  what 
the  measure  was  in  itself,  and  how  far  it  was 
likely  to  attain  its  object ;  2d,  what  its  merits 
were  compared  with  measures  which  it  was 
meant  to  supplant  5  and  3d,  what  the  result 
^as  of  a  similar  comparison  ^i^h  measures 


which  might  be  proposed  in  the  room  of  it. 
All  these  deserved  consideration ;  and  6rst 
as   to  a  comparison  of  the  measure  with  . 
that  which  it  succeeded.— Here  he  could 
not  help  noticing  the  conduct  of  several 
gentlemen,    and   particularly   of  his   hon, 
friend  (Sir  J.  Wrottesley),  and  of  the  learn- 
ed gent,  who  spoke  early  in  this  debate, 
(Mr.  Sturges  Bourne),  who  triumphed  be- 
cause the  ballot  was  got  rid  of,  not  recol- 
lecting that  in  this  .triumph  they  w«re  pass* 
ing  a  pretty  severe  .censure  on  the  hon.  au- 
thor of  the  present  measure,  who  was  among 
the  first  promoters  of  the  system  of  ballot, 
and  >yho  certainly  h^d  not  in  this  bill  got 
rid  of  the  principle  of  compulsion,  the  fine 
being,  as  it  had  been  properly  expressed,  the 
screw,  which  was  to  screw w^  the  parishes 
to  the  exertion  required.     It  must  not  be 
forgotten  either,  though'  the  hon.  baronet 
and  the  learned  gent,  seemed  to  have  for- 
got it,  that  till  almost  the  present  moment, 
ballot  was  to  have  been  the  foundation  of 
the  measure  now  produced.    The  hon.  ba- 
ronet seemed  to  make  it  quite  a  matter  of 
reproach  to  us,  that  we  did  not  appear  to 
join,  as  quickly  and  as  heartily  as  we  ought, 
in  condemning  a  measure,  which,  till  within 
ihesQ  few  days,  he  and  his  friends  were  pre- 
pared to  tell  us  was  the  only  one  fit  to  be 
resorted  to.     Now  this  measure  was  con- 
demned; and  by  a  curious  kind  of  argu- 
ment the  condemnation  of  this  was  to  be 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  that  which  was  ta 
be  substituted  in  its  room.     But  this  kind  of 
argiiment  was  only  good  where  the  choice 
was  limited   to  an   alternative.      If   there 
were  only  two  thuigs  to  chuse  out  of,  it  was 
plain  that  to  condemn  one  was  to  recom- 
mend the  other  ^  but  that  was  not,  the  case 
where  there  were  other  courses  to  be  resort- 
ed to.     He  was  asked  for  his  plan :  he  re- 
peated now  what  he  had  said  on  a  former 
night,  that  his  plan  consisted  in  rejection 
merely,  in  getting  rid  of  the  evils  of  tl*c 
former  system.     What  had  all  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  and  particularly  the  learned  gent, 
(Mr,  Sturges  Bourne)  been  able  to  say  in 
favour  of  their  own  measure,  but  that  it 
removed  impediments  ?  When  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  asked  how  we  were  to  go  on  in  the 
simple  way  after  the  mere  removal  of  im- 
pediments} he  asked  the  hon.  gent,  how 
he  meant  to  get  on  in  bis  way  ?   When  he 
was  asked  where  men  were  to  be  found  by 
his  plan,  when,  the  country  was  exhausted 
by  war,  he  asked  where  the  advocate  of  this, 
bill  expected  to  find  men  by  theirs  ?    Hon. 
gentlemen  must  recollect,  that  though  this 
measure  was  compulsory  in  one  way,  inas^ 
much  $is  it  c«Ue4  for  ei^ertions  whigh^  if  ^Pt 
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successful,  would  expose  the  parties  to  a 
fine,  yet  that  neither  this,  nor  even  the 
army  of  reserve  act,  which  was  more  direct- 
ly compulsory,  did  necessarily  compel  the 
service  of  any  individual.  It  was  always 
open  to  the  party  to  commute  his  service  for 
money;  that  is  to  say,  to  engage  another  to 
serve  in  his  stead,  and  this,  it  was  noto- 
rious, was  so  generally  done,  that  hardly  any 
portion  either  of  the  militia  or  army  of  reserve 
consisted  of  men  serving  otherwise  than  as 
substitutes,  that  is,  as  men  entering  volun- 
tarily for  a  bounty.  When,  therefore,  offi- 
cers of  high  authority  in  such  matters,  de- 
clared that  the  proportion  of  men  that  hung 
loose  on  society  in  this  country,  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  army  by  simple  recruit- 
ing, the  answer  was,  which  no  authority 
could  over-rule,  that  near  200,000  men 
were  serving  in  England  in  various  descrip- 
tions of  forces,  engaged  in  no  other  way 
than  by  simple  recruiting,  that  is,  under  the 
inducement  of  a  bounty.  The  men  were, 
therefore,  to  be  had,  on  the  bounty  being 
given  and  the  proper  means  of  procuring 
them  being  adopted ;  and  it  was  plain  that 
government  thought  so,  for  the  only  differ- 
ence from  the  ordinary  system  contained  in 
the  present  bill  was,  that  the  distribution 
of  the  money  was  given  to  parish  officers. 
It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  men  were  to 
be  got  for  money;  the  only  question  was, 
whether  this  money  was  to  be  given  in  the 
ordinary  mode  by  Serjeants,  corporals,  and 
other  military  officers,  or  by  parish  officers, 
with  fines  imposed  to  quicken  their  exertions. 
This  latter  mode,  he  could  not  but  consider, 
as  bad,  with  a  view  even  to  its  own  purposes. 
Should  it  be  determined  after  all,  that  a 
force  such  as  that  now  proposed,  namely,  of 
troops  for  home  service  merely,  ought  to  ex- 
ist, he  should  think  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
cruited in  the  same  way  as  any  other, 
though  at  a  reduced  bounty.  But  the  ques- 
tion previously  to  be  determined  was,  whe- 
ther there  ought  to  be  such  a  force  at  all ; 
and  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  there 
ought  not.  He  wished  to  bear  what  were  its 
advantages  5  for  the  objections  to  it  were  cer- 
tainly most  powerful.  First,  it  was  adverse 
to  the  military  feelings  of  the  country.  If 
the  country  was  to  be  military,  its  army 
should  be  a  body  wholly  and  decidedly  mili- 
tary. All  military  honours  and  advantages 
tbould  center  iR  this.  The  exhibition  of  a 
body  having  the  semblance  of  soldiers  and 
aharing  the  honours,  titles,  and  decorations, 
without  participating  in  the  dangers,  must 
ever  be  injorious.  The  honours,  in  parti- 
cular, should  never  be  separated  from  the 
dangers*    He  had  been  himself  ia  office 


when  a  measure  was  adopted  for  giving  mi- 
litary dre^s  and  rank  to  certain  officers  of 
the  barrack  department,  and  when  a  propo- 
sal was  even  made  for  extending  the  same 
to  barrack-masters  in  general :  but  he  had 
decidedly  resisted  that  proposal,  and  was 
happy  to  think  that  both  upon  that  point,  as 
well  as  in  his,  judgment  upon  the  general 
question  he  was  supported  by  the  concur- 
rence of  military  characters  of  high  autho- 
rity. The  existence  of  a  large  defensive 
force  was,  he  was  sure,  adverse  to  military 
feeling.  Another  thing  he  objected  to  was, 
this  connexion  of  particular  battalions  of  the 
home  force  with  particular  battalions  of  the 
other  service.  It  might  in  some  instances 
have  the  effect  of  inducing  men  to  enter  the 
first  battalion  for  general  service,  but  in 
other  instances  its  effect  would  be  directly 
contrary.  If  the  second  battalion  was  used 
for  recruiting  the  first,  a  system  of  .disci- 
pline must. ensue  from  the  sort  of  elec- 
tioneering which  would  be  practised  to  in- 
duce the  men  to  go  from  limited  to  extend- 
ed service,  which  would  have  the  most  iriju- 
rious  effect.  He  repeated  his  former  argu- 
ment, that  this  plan  would  not  create  a  dispo- 
sition for  general  military  service.  It  might 
unsettle  men  from  their  domestic  habits,  it 
might  give  them  an  inclination  for  military 
service  at  home,  so  that  v/hen  their  first 
term  would  be  expired,  they  would  renew 
again  for  the  same  period ;  but  it  was  not 
.  likely  to  produce  the  effect  of  inducing  theru 
to  engage  in  another  kind  of  service.— It 
seemed  by  this  plan  as  if  the  second  batta-  . 
lion  was  to  be  a  kind  of  false  stomach,  from 
which  the  man  was  to  be  thrown  up,  and 
ruminated  before  he  could  be  digested  into 
a  regular  soldier.  If  some  men  were  at- 
tracted by  the  connexion  to  enter  into  (he 
first  battalion,  he  was  sure  many  would  be 
discouraged  ;  and  if  a  general  liberty  was 
allowed  to  the  men  of  entering  any  batta- 
lion they  pleased,  the  general  service  would 
be  more  advanced.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
contended,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  the  sys- 
tem would  either  be  to  convert  the  parish 
officers  into  crimps,  or  to  compel  them,  like 
other  persons  in  trade,  to  get  people  to  crimp 
for  them.  They  would  of  necessity  be  made 
the  instruments  of  oppres^on  and  persecu- 
tion. The  bill  would  operate  as  a  sort  of 
constructive  vagrancy  act.  The  first  object 
of  the  parish  crimp  would  be  to  collect  all 
the  vagrants  together  to  furnish  the  quota, 
and  though  he  might,  like  Falstatf^  be 
ashamed  of  his  company,  they  would  equal- 
ly be  offered  and  must  equally  be  accepted. 
I  It  was  a  curious  idea  that  this  convcarsion 
of  churchwardens  into  recruiters,    was  to- 
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form  a  new  connexion  highly  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  army.  He  had  heard 
of  a  anion  of  church  and  state,  but  this  was 
to  be  union  of  church  and  army.  What 
fine  subjects  of  discussion  fot  a  parish  ves- 
try !  And  what  a  noble  way  for  exalting  the 
character  of  the  soldiery,  aAd  inflaming  the 
military  ardour  of  the  country,  to  fill  ihe 
army  with  all  that  could  be  collected  from 
jails,  bridewell?,  and  penitentiary  bouses  I  — 
The  bill,  though  not  a  quota-bill  in  all  re- 
spects, inasmuch  as  it  would  not  raise  the 
bounties  to  the  same  inordinate  amount, 
'  was  completely  a  quota-bill  as  to  the  class 
of  people,  that  it  would  get  in  the  first  in- 
stance; at  the  same  time  that  it  was  far  short 
of  a  quota-bill,  if  considered  merely  with 
respect  to  its  eflScacy.  Even  the  efficacy 
of  the  quota-bill  w.as  not  much  ttf  be  boast- 
ed of.  While  it  was  perfectly  efficacious 
as  to  filling  the  fleet  with  mutiny,  it 
had  neither  completed  its  numbers,  nor 
in  most  instances,  out  of  a  thousand  men 
raised  had  it  produced  three  hundred  who 
ever  rendered  the  country  any  useful  ser- 
vice. One  aspect  of  the  bill  would  cer- 
tainly he,  that  it  would  afford  ample  mat- 
ter for  law  disputes.  The  learned  gent, 
talked  of  the  justice  of  the  bill,  but  he 
would  ask,  what  justice  could  be  found 
in  a  bill,  of  which  the  effect  was  to  impose 
fines  for  the  failure  of  service  which  was  not 
capable  of  being  performed.  This  he  was 
justified  in  contending  to  be  the  fact,  for  it 
expressly  stated  that  if  the  parish  was  un- 
able to  find  inen,  then  the  fines  were  to  be 
imposed.  Was  this  a  principle  of  the  law 
of  England  ?  or  was  it  to  be  found  in 
any  new  code  of  justice,  which  the  learn- 
ed gent,  was  about  to  instruct  them  in  ? 
The  whole  host  of  new  recruits,  if  ob- 
tained, would  counteract  the  object  which" 
bii  right  hon.  friend  had  in  .view ;  for 
they  were  to'  be  enlisted  for  home  ser- 
vice, and  the  object  for  this  new  mode  of 
recruiting  was  professedly  admitted  to  be 
general  service:  so  far,  therefore,  as  these 
were  persons,  who,  if  there  were  no  home 
jservice,  would  have  entered  for  general ;  as 
must  be  presumed  to  be  the  case  with  num- 
bers ;  so  far,  instead  of  advancing,  they 
counteracted  the  purpose  of  the  bill. .  These 
were  the  objections  which  presented  them- 
selves to  the  adoption  and  ultimate  success 
of  the  measure.  He  recommended  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  place  the  power  of  recruiting 
in  the  hands  in  which  it  was  originally 
lodged  t  to  give  a  bounty  proportionate  to 
the  service  which  you  wished  to  promote  : 
to  secure  to  the  regular  army  its  due  prefer- 
ence as  well  in  U)is  way,  as  by  the  still 


more  important  one,  of  providing  liberally 
for  those  whom  wounds  and  length  of  ser- 
vice compelled  to  retire ;  and  generally,  to 
put  the  condition  of  a  soldier  more  upon  a 
level  with  thzi  of  the  class  fi^om  which  it 
was  expected,  or  hoped,'  that  he  unight  come. 
Were  these  and  other  encouragements  given, 
and  all  competition  removed,  there  was  no- 
thing in.  the  state  of  the  country,  which 
should  forbid  the  hope  of  seeing  an  army 
raised  adequate  to  the  public  service,  now 
as  in  all  former  times.  This  was  a  coorse 
far  b<^tter  than  the  wild  and  visionary  expe* 
dients  which  it  had  so  long  been  the  prac- 
tice to  have  recourse  to ;  which  had  rarely 
been  pushed  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the 
present  bill ;  and  which  as  they  wore  sanc- 
tioned by  no  experience  nor  founded  on  any 
rational  theory,  would  lead  to  nothing  but 
consequences  the  most  injurious  to  the  very 
objects  which  they  professed  to  have  in 
view. 

Mr.  FuHer  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  by 
the~  common  law  of  this  country,  persona 
called  night-walkers  (not  of.  the  female 
kind)  who  had  not  done  a  day*s  work  in  a 
given  time,  and  could  not 'give  a  good  ac- 
count of  themselves,  might  be  committed, 
and  such  were  vagrants ;  this  he  mentioned 
in  consequence  of  what  the  right  hon,  gent, 
who  spoke  last  had  said  on  the  probable 
abuse  of  the  power  of  parish  officers  on 
this  bill. 

General  Notion  in  a  few  words  expressed 
his  approbation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  R,  IVard  said,  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  present  bill  stigmatized  as  an  on- 
constitutional  measure.  It  pei;fectly  acccard- 
ed  with  the  habits  of  our  ancestors  at  a  very 
ancient  period  df  our  history,  so  far  back, 
indeed,  as  the  Saxon  Heptarchy.  It  was 
the  mode  of  raising  men  which  Alfred  the 
Great  had  recourse  to.  1  hat  great  monarch 
committed  the  care  of  providing  a  supply 
for  his  army  to  persons,  who,  at  that  time, 
held  situations  in  the  country  exactly  similar 
to  those  of  the  overseers  and  churchwardens 
of  parishes  at  present.  It  could  not  be  con- 
ceived as  at  all  likely  to  injure  the  military 
character  to  have  the  army  recruited  through 
the  agency  of  such  persons — certainly  not  so 
much  so  as  by  the  employment  of  ordinary 
recruiting  Serjeants.  For  the  justification 
of  this  remark,  he  would  only  refer  ts  the 
well  knoMTi  story  of  Serjeant  Kile  in  the 
drama,  and  from  that  it  would  appear  that 
sbldiers  raised  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  re- 
cruiting were  not  so  very  likely  to  be  so  re- 
spectable as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think.  As  to  the  necessity,  which  called 
for  the  utmost  exertion  to  provide  for  the 
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defence  of  the  cpantiy,  he  thought  it  cotf  d 
scarcely  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  con- 
sidered thfe  character'  of  the  enemy  wiih 
^'Uom  we  had  to  contend,  and  the  scale  of 
his  preparations.  Sitice  NapoleojD  had  as- 
sumed the  title  of  Erapcfor,  the  dangers 
fi-om  the  hostility  of  France  had  been  aug- 
itoented. — ^The  hon.  rtieraber  concluded  with 
declaring  the  pleasure  he  felt  to  find,  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  bad  just  spoken 
at  length  upon  tbq  subject  had  fpunded  his 
opposition,  not  upon  the  argument  that  it 
was  unconstriotional,  but  upon  the  grounds 
'  of  its  propriety  and  policy. — ^The  question 
^38  then  loudly  called  for,  and  the  gallery 
was  about  to  be  cleared,  when, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose.  He 
began  by  stating,  ihat  his  wish  was  to  post- 
pone the  delivery  of  his  sentiments  upon  the 
bill  he  had'  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
house,  until  he  should  have  ati  opportunity 
of  hearing  all  the*  objections  that  might  be 
urged  against  it  by  all  those  gentlemen  who 
were  usually  in  the  habit  of  speaking  upon 
such  topics,  but  yet  he  could  not  persuade 
himself  to  suffer  some  of  the  observations 
iXrhich  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  to  go  uil9nsWered ;  andj  firsts  as  to 
those  remarks  which  wei'e  applied  persdndly 
to  himself.  From  those  it  seemed  as  if  it- 
«pas  understood  that  he  had  forfeited  some 
pledge  that  he  had  made  before  he  had  the 
honoar  to  arrive  at  the  situation  which  he 
now  held;  and  that  he  had" neglected  to 
bring  forward  such  measures  as  that  house 
and  the  country  had  reason  to  expect.  To 
ibis  he  should  only  say,  that  the  very  measure 
then  before  the  house  was  that  which,  when 
out  of  office,  he  pressed  on  the  consideration 
of  the  house ;  and  he  was  much  surprised  to 
find  that  many  gentlemen,  who  upon  that 
Occasion  professr^d  to  think  it  a  matter  of 
Such  importance,  that  they  supported  a  mo^ 
t(o6  to  postpone  the  deliberation  on  that  bill 
for  which  this  was  introduced  as  a  substi- 
tute, seemed  now  disposed  to  refuse  it  a  full 
discoftsiob.  This  disappointment  he  con- 
fessed he  felt  the  more,  because,  since  this 
apparent  acquiescence  in  the  policy  and  ne- 
ces-tity  of  this  plan^-  that  part  had  been 
6mitted  upon  which  ^ny  material  difference 
of  cypiivon  seemed  to  prevail,  particularly  in 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  gent,  on  the  opposite 
bench  (Mr,  Fox).  That  alteration  was  as 
to  the  ballot,  which  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  leave  out  altogether.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever>  from  this  mean  to  say,  that  any  impu- 
tation of  inconsi<;tency  could  attach  to  that 
hon.  gent.,  even  though  he  should  refu^^e  his 
concurrence  upon  this  question,  as  the  ex- 
pression of  his  approbation  in  a  former  in 
Vol.  II. 


starice  was  much,  qualified,  and  as  many 
pdrts  still  remained  in  the  bill  of  which 
that  hon.  gent,  had  disapproved;  but,  as  , 
those  two  evils,  of*  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  on  the  lower  bench  (Mr.  "^ndham) 
so  often  complained  j  namely,  the  ballot  and 
high  bounties,  were  to  be  removed  by  thi^  bill, 
he  could  not  help  saying,  that  his  unqualified 
opposition  not  a  little  astonished  him.  His 
reason  for  getting  rid  of  Ihe  ballot,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  stated  to  be  thisj  that,  since  he 
first  mentioned  this  plan  to  the  house,  he 
hdd  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  papers^  . 
\Vhich  enabled  him  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  men  whose  personal  service  was  obtained 
by  ballot  under  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  and 
this  he  found  to  be  only  "IjOOO  out  of  about 
'iOjOOOmcn.  It,  therefore,  struck  him  as 
extremely  desirable,  to  abolish  that  which 
produced  so  much  individual  pressure  and 
such  loud  complaints,  and  to  distribute  tlic 
necessity  of  providing  men  in  such  a  way 
that  the  buftbeti  should  fall  upon  those  peo- 
ple in  the  parishes  and  the  country  at  large^ 
\^ho  vvere  likely  to  be  the  most  competent 
to  bear  it.  For  this  purpose,  and  in  order 
to  make  the  evil  of  high  bounties  impossi- 
ble, this  bill  provided,  while  it  Would  serve 
to  secure  all  the  advantages  of  local  exertion 
in  aid  of  our  regular  recfruiting.  This  was 
an  aheration  in  the  system  pursued  by  the 
late  govt,  and  one  of  the  principal  altera*, 
tioa^.  which  he  had  recommended.  If,  how- 
ever, he  should  b^  told,  that  this  plan  was 
not  adequate  to  the  purpose  in  view,  he 
would  call  upon  the  gentlemen  who  made 
the  objection  to  propose  something  of  their 
owo>  or  to  suggest  what  iluy  would  deem 
necessary  to  alter,  amend  or  accomplish  the 
object  of  this  plan.  To  tl>e  complaint  of* 
its  inelficiency  he  would  say,  that  it  was 
that  which  the  house  and  tfiosc  hon.  g9n- 
tiemen  themselves,  on  a  former  occasion, 
considered  preferable  fo  the  army  of  reserve 
act  J  and  as  to  the  other  measure^*  which  he 
had  promised  to  bring  forward,  with  respect 
to  the  nrooriHt.  of  enlisting  men  for  a  li- 
mited period  in  the  regular  army,  he  had  to 
state,  that  this  subject  was  under  the  consi- 
deration of  those  persons  who  were  most  ca- 
pable, from  their  professional  knowledge,  to 
form  a  correct  opinion  upon  it.  That  opi- 
nion, as  soon  as  he  should  collect  it,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  submit  to  the  house, 
— As  to  other  points  connected  with  tho 
force  for  oar  u.aioniil  defence,  he  begged  it 
to  be  recollected,  th^t  he  never  said  that  the 
quantum  of  th^»  force  was  not  quite  suf- 
ficient. He  only  ;*x pressed  doubts  as  to  the 
mode  of  its  disiribuiion,  which  was  so  er- 
roneous that  it  had  not  yet  been  found  pot« 
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sible  to  correct  it.  This  formed  the  itn- 
provetnent  which  he  before  stafed  to  be 
necessary  io  our  military  system,  logetber 
with  the  ameDdments  which  he  suggested 
io  the  volunteer  bill,  relative  to  the  pay, 
doathing;  &c.  many  of  which  were  adopted, 
aud  one  of  which,  that  of  inviting  the  vo- 
lunteers to  go  on  permanent  doty,  was  act^d 
upon  by  those  gallant  corps  themselves  to 
such  an  extent,  before  the  bill  was  adopted, 
that  they  were  now  in  a  state  of  discipline 
much  different  from  that  in  which  they  were 
some  time  ago  described  by  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen.—-There  were  other  points  to  which 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house,  namely,  a  farther  provision 
for  our  naval  defence  3  and  also  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  construction  of  fortifications  in 
particular  places.  Those  points,  he  had  no 
doubt,  that  the  present  executive  govt.,  un- 
der whose  department  they  were,  were  ac- 
tively engaged  in  providing  for.  He  alluded 
to  them,  though  he  felt  them  to  be  extra- 
neous from  the  present  discussion,  and  trust- 
ed the  house  would  excuse  him  when  they 
recollected  the  frequ6nt  appeals  made  to  him 
and  his  conduct  upon  the  important  subject 
of  our  national  defence,  in  the  course  of 
die  debate. — In  coming  to  the  bill  before 
the  house,  he  could  not  help  observing,  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  arguments  used,  and 
from  the  particular  tenor  of  the  language  of 
bis  right  hon.  friend,  he  could  find  only  a. 
verbal  adherence  to  opinionis  formerly  de- 
livered, but  not  followed  by  any  practical 
consequences.  He  had  heard  of  the  neces- 
sity of  vigorous  measures  to  meet  a  great 
and  impending  danger ;  of  the  propriety  of 
making  the  utmost  efforts  to  recruit  our  re- 
gular army;  a  proposition  that  no  one  ever 
disputed.  He  had  heard  it  strongly  incul- 
cated that  every  means  should  be  used  to 
,  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  the  country ;  that 
the  people  should  be  taught  to  feel  that  the 
amount  of  the  sacrifices  they  must  submit 
to,  and  of  the  exertions  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  make,  were  not  to  be  cal- 
culated from  any  thing  they  had  heard  of  in 
former  periods,  much  less  from  any  thing 
they  had  witnessed  in  times  of  peace;  that 
their  minds  must  be  raided  to  a  level  with 
the  new  order  of  things  in  which  the  world 
was  placed.  All  those  animating  exhorta- 
tions he  had  often  heard  ;  and  what  was  the 
object  of  them  if  iKey  were  not  intended 
to  lead  to  some  practical  effect  ?  Rut,  if 
h^  were  to  hear  of  a  refined  argument  as 
to  probable  litigation  in  the  parishes,  in 
opposition  to  a  measure  called  for  by  the 
most  pressing  emergency,  he  could  not  he- 
^itaic  to  pronounce  it  a  most  extraordinary 


proceeding.  He  confessed,  that  he  never 
expected  to  hear  the  tone  of  his  right  bon. 
friend  sunk  so  low,  as  to  introduce  «pctly 
parochial  considerations  into  the  discussions 
of  a  subject  involving  ibe  fundamental  in- 
terests of  this  country,  and  the  best  hopes 
of  Europe.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
not  make  an  impression  upon  tlie  house  or 
the  country  hostile  to  that  measure,  as  that 
hon.  gent.,  it  must  be  obvious,  now  pressed 
'  the  objection  where  he  before  pressed  the 
motive.  The  bill  should  have  been  argued 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  and  others  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  not  be  resisted  by  the  use 
of  captivating  topics  or  bye  words,  not 
fairly  applicable  to  it — such  as,  that  it 
would  go  to  convert  the  parish  overseers: 
into  recruiting  officers  :  but  suppose  it  did, 
and  that  served  to  furnish  an  additional 
force  for  our  national  defence,  the  country 
would  feel  itself  amply  repaid  for  any  in- 
conveniencies  which  tliis  regulation  might 
create,  in  the  public  prosperity  and  inai- 
vidual  comfort  which  that  force  woufd  coo- 
tribute  to  secure.  When  it  was  said,  that 
this  plan  was  novel  and  extraordinary,  he 
would  beg  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  it 
was  founded  on  that  system  which  had 
stood  the  test  of  experience,  which  had  ex- 
isted 50  years  in  this  country,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  had  been  recently  extended, 
with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of.  tlie 
house^  to  a  I^y  en  masse.  This,  theu^  was 
the  nature  of  the  wild,  fanciful  notion^ 
which  he  was  charged  with  having  origi- 
nated in  this  instance.  Really,  .those  were 
imputations  which  he  could  not  understand. 
With  respect  to  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  bill  was  discussed,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  the  simple  question  for  the  cor.sidera- 
tion  of  the  house  was  thjs — whether  the 
mode  proposed  for  raising  men  for  the 
army  was  preferable  to  the  ordinary  mode 
of  recruiting  ?  In  order  to  judge  of  ihi» 
question,  there  were  three  |K)ints  to  be  en- 
quired into :  I  St.  whether  local  exertion, 
aided  by  prdinary  recruiting,  was  not  more 
likely  to  furnish  recruits  than  the  latter 
mode  alone  ?  2d.  whether  men  so  'raised 
for  limited  service  were- not  more  likely  to 
enter  into  the  regular  army  than  those  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  several  occupations  of 
civil  life  >  and,  3d.  whether  such  men  were 
likely  to  be  worse  soldiers  than  those  taken 
immediately  from  the  loom,  &c.?  Upoa 
the  first  point,  he  felt  it  quite  unnecessary 
to  argue  with  his  right  hon.  friend  :  to  his 
ingenious  speculations  he  had  only  to  op* 
pose  experience— he  had  only  to  state, 
that^  within  Uttl«  more  than  i^  mon^s,  no. 
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Jess  than  ioo,coo  men  had  been  raised  in 
this  country,  through  the  medium  of  local 
«xertion  5  and  where,  he  would  ask,  could 
a  precedent  be  found  for  any  thirtg  like  an 
eqqal  number  raised  within  an  equal  length 
of  time  by  the  ordinary  recruiting?  It 
^vas  impossible.  The  success  of  this  plan 
was  naturally  to  be  expected.  That  men 
^ould  prefer,  in  the  first  instance,  a  ser- 
vice tnat  was  limited,  with  respect  to  time 
and  place,  to  that  which  was  UYiU^ited  in 
both,  was  w  hat  was  to  be  looked  for  from 
hnman  nature.  The  desire  men  had  to 
defend  their  native  soil,  and  to  fight  upon 
that  soil  for  their  own  safety,  rather  than 
go  to  andther  country,  probably  to  convbat 
the  climate  as  well  as  the  enemy,  combined 
with  a  reasonable  deference  for  the  wishes 
of  relations,  must  contribute  to  determine 
their  preference  for  a  limited  service.  Upon 
the  «d  point  also,  he  had  only  to  resort  to 
e^sperience.  He  was  not  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  opposing  a  theory  against  the 
theory  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  for  he  had 
onljr  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  house, 
that,  previous  to  the  close  of  the  last  war, 
above  30,000  militia  volunteered  for  ge- 
neral service,  and  within  the  last  year,  out 
of  between  30  and  40,000  men,  raised  for 
the  army  of  reserve,  above  14,000  had  en- 
hsted  into  the  regular  army.  What,  then, 
had  not  the  country  to  hope,  if,  pursuant 
to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  it  should  have 
a  force  of  70,000  men  ready  at  an  emer- 
gency, from  which  a  reinforcement  of 
12,000  men  annually  towards  the  regular 
army  wste  naturally  to  be  looked  for  ?  What 
would  be  our  prospect  under  such  a  cir- 
cumstance, at  the  commencement  of  any 
future  war,  or  in  case  of  the  Icng  conti- 
nuance of  the  present  ?  Why,  that  we 
should  have  ready  at  hand^  a  perpetual,  ne- 
ver-failing resource  for  the  supply  of  our 
regular  army,  to  an  amount,  which,  from 
the  experience  he  had  alluded  to,  he  thought 
he  should  not  be  too  sanguine  in  calculating 
upon. — After  having  explained,  as  he  con- 
ceired  satisfactorily,  these  two  points,  he 
did  not  think  it  requisite  to  do  more  than  to 
»tate  the  third,  to  ensure  the  assent  of  the 
house. —That  soldiers  thus  obtained  from 
limited  to  unlimited  service,  were  as  likely 
to  be  not  only  not  worse,  but  much  more 
effective  men  than  others  recruited  from 
among  the  people  without  any  previous 
knowledge  of  military  affairs.  From  this 
view  o£jHe  subject,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  upfen  what  ground  a  measure  could 
b^  refsist'ed,  that  hlid  at  once  in  view  our 

Besent  defence  and  our  future  strength, 
is  right  hon.  friend  would  not,  surely. 


propose  in  his  situation,  for  the  regular  ar- 
my entirely  to  overlook  a  defensive  force. 
How  far,  he  would  be  glad  to  know,  did 
he  mean  to  carry  his  principle  ?  The  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  provide  for  both  an  of- 
fensive and  defensive  force,  and  by  the 
most  expeditious  and  effectual  means.  It 
proposed  to  give  the  assistance  of  the  parish 
officers,  and  the  interest  which  the  parishes 
mu"«t  feel,  to  promote  the  views  of  the  or- 
dinary recruiting  officers,  and  to  give  to  all 
men  the  King's  bounty.  The  bounty  would 
be  the  same  to  all ;  and  money,  therefore^ 
was  to  form  no  motive  in  the  choice  of  ser- 
vice which  the  recruit  was  to  make.  But 
gentlemen  said,  that  many  abuses  would 
arise  out  of  the  execution  of  this  bill,  that 
the  parish  officers  would  act  unjustly,  and 
that  the  poor  would  be  oppressecf;  btjt 
those  gentlemen  seemed  to  forget,  that  there 
were  any  magistrates  in  the  country  to 
prevent  such  oppression,  and  to  punish  any 
petty  tyrants  that  might  attempt  to  practice 
it.  The  fines  to  be  inflicted  for  the  de- 
ficiency of  contribution  in  parishes,  could 
not,  he  maintained,  have  a  tendency  to 
urge  to  such  injustice  as  appeared  to  be 
apprehended,  for  that  fine  was  not  to  be 
so  considerable,  certainly  nothing  equal,  to 
that  to  which  individuals  were  liable  every 
quarter  sessions  under  the  army  of  reserve 
act.  The  allusions  made  to  poacher^  and 
vagrants  were  not  at  all  justified  by  any 
clau!;e  in  the  bill.  Neither  were  they  made 
subject  to  any  compulsion  by  this  measure, 
nor  Vvas  it  intended  that  they  should.  The 
insinuations  thrown  out,  that  persons  ap- 
plying for  relief  to  the  parish  officers  would 
probably  be  rejected  if  they  should  refuse 
to  enlist  under  this  bilU  might  be  classed 
among  the  chimerical  apprehensions  ex- 
pressed ujx^n  this  subject  J  for  nothing  could 
be  so  absurd  as  to  suppose  that  the  in£rm 
and  the  fathers  of  families,  who  were  thos0 
who  generally  applied  for  parish  relief,  were 
such  as  the  pa»i-h  officers  would  send  to 
form  their  quota  of  military  contribution  j 
for  the  one  ^^  ould  not  be  received,  and  the 
other  must  leave  his  family  as  a  burthen  to 
the  parish.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  said, 
that  the  existence  of  a  secondary  force  tend-  . 
ed  to  injure  the  military  character  5  but 
whether  the  different  descriptions  of  military 
force,  militia,  army  of  reserve,  volunteers, 
sea  fencibles,  &c.  now  to  be  formed  through- 
out the  nation,  had  contributed  to  the  effect 
mentioned,  or  whether  the  military  cha- 
racter was  ever  held  in  higher  or  more  ge- 
neral estimation,  he  would  leave  it  to  any 
man  who  had  the  least  opportunity  of  ob- 
strva^Ton  to  answer.  It  was*  rather  iingulafj 
P  p  2 
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that  the  same  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
talked  so  gloooiinglj  and  almost  despoodiog- 
]y  of  our  danger  at  one  titDe»  but  who  now 
professed  to  ^el  that  danger  not  so  mena- 
cing, should  yet  state  that  the  very  force  to 
which  we  owe  our  security  from  that  danger, 
are  composed ^f  men*  as  the  right  hooi.  gent, 
termrd  it,  dissevered  from  danger,  and  not 
ooly  as  unfit  to  be  soldiers,  but  that  their 
even  wearing  the  military  dress,  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  soldier's  character.  To  whom 
tlien  Was  the  empire  to  trust  for  hs  safety  ? 
Discipline,  the  right  bon.  geuL  observed, 
was  the  soul  of  an  army,  and  the  officers  of 
the  new  battalions  were  to  be  of  such  a 
character,  and  to  hold  such  a  rotation  with 
the  officers  of  the  regular  battalions  attached 
to  each  of  them,  that  there  was  every  pro- 
l^ability  of  speedy  communication  of  effec- 
tive discipline  to  the  new  levies;  and  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  sugiciently  conversant 
with  military  subjects,  to  know  of  what  de- 
scription the  men  might  be,  jirovidfd  the 
officers  were  of  the  character  be  had  referred 
t<r.  If  the  right  hon.  gent  did  not  wish  the 
whole  of  our  defence  to  rest  upoji  the  re- 
gular army,  he  would  ask  him,  whether  he 
would  not  deem  an  army  for  limited  service, 
to  the  amount  of  14,000  in  the  united  king 
dom,  an  important  auxiliary  to  a  regular 
prmy  to  the  same  amount  ?  The  former  al- 
ways furnishing  the  means  of  keeping  up 
the  latter  to  its  full  complement,  and,  com- 
bined with  our  volunteers,  enabling  govt,  to 
apply  the  disposable  force  to  any  purpose 
abroad,  that  might  appear  te  be  expedient. 
This  quantum  of  force,  be  thpught  the  cir-^ 
^urpslances  of  the  times  rendered  necessary, 
and  not  more  than  the  scale  of  the  enemy's 
preparations  demanded  for  our  safety. — The 
r'^ht  hon.  gent,  controverted  the  idea  that 
there  was  any  scarcity  of  population  in  the 
country  to  supply  the  army.  In  proof  of 
the  contrary  he  OJcntioned,  ameug  other  cir- 
^un^staqces,  that  there  were  not  less  than  4 
or  5,000  men  obtained  for  the  army  ef  re- 
serve since  Feb.  last,  jnst  during  the  time 
that  so  much  assertion  had  been  heard  in 

ihat  house  as  to  the  scarcity  of  men.  He  be- 
ieved,  also,  that  much  of  the  apparent  dif- 
^ulty  of  procuring  rpcn  proceeded  from  the 
high  bqunties,  piaoy  persons  disposed  to  en- 
list holding  b^pl^  in  the  hope  that  in  this 
recruiting  auction  a  ^i&h^  ^^m  might  be 
had.  ^  Another  cause  was  the  distribution  of 
the  quotas'uader  t^he  arrpy  of  reserve  act, 
without  any  reference  to  the  number  of  vo- 
lunteers in  each  parish^  which  waa  an  error 
t|iat,  upon  ^is  suggestion^  was  but  very  lately 
corrected.  The  right  hon.  gent,  concluded 
by  stating,  tb4t  be  hoped  he  bad  laid  eiiough 


to  ^ew  the  house,  that  ihii  was  a  mea- 
sure which  deserved  their  further  serious  and 
attentive  consideration  5^  and  he  therefore 
trusted  that  the  house  would  send  it  to  the 
committee,  where  it  would  be  liable  to  rc^ 
ceive  such  further  improvements  as  the  wis- 
dom of  parliamoot  migtt  suggest  5  and 
where  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  the  view 
of  members  to  hamper  or  impede  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  bill,  but  to  view  it  as  a  mea- 
sure contributing  to  an  extensive  pl^n  for  tlie 
completion  of  our  national  defeuv-e,  and  the 
increase  of  our  means  of  disposable  force» 
by  a  permanent,  solid,  and  eifectual  aog-^ 
mentation  of  the  regular  aroiy  of  the  coun- 

Mr.  Fox, — 1  have  frequently,  Sir,  been 
under  the  necessity  of  apologizing  for  ^ 
troubling  the  house  wilh  my  sentiments 
at  considerable  [ength,  on  various  occa't 
sions;  but  at  present,  I  find  myself  called 
upon  by  the  it.  hon.  gent,  to  apologise,  be- 
cause I  have  not  delivered  my  opinion  in 
detail  upon  the  measure  before^  us.  1  have 
but  one  reason,  and  that  appears  to  me,, 
at  least  perfectly  satislactory,  and  it  is  this, 
that  even  before  the  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  I  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  the  ar^ti- 
ments  against  the  bill,  and  th?t  on  a  tair 
balance,  pro  and  con,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  tlje  vast  superiority  of  the  objec- 
tions, and  then  followed  the  speeph  of  my 
rl.  hon.  friend,  which  seemed  to  me  to 
leave  no  doubt  whatever  on  the  case.  Be- 
fore I  answer  the  call  of  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
it  may.  be  proper  to  make  a  few  pre- 
liminary observations  upon  those  with  which 
he  prefaced  his  speech.  He  complained, 
that  it  was  hard  that  those  who  formerly 
voted  for  his*  proposal,  when  made  from  a 
different  place,  and  in  a  mode  tp  us  evea 
more  objectionable,  should  refuse  to  en? 
tertain  it  for  discus9ion  now.  But,  if  any. 
authority  were  wanting  to  justify  those,  who  ^ 
on  due  examination,  disapprove  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  bill  in  stopping  it  before  it  reiichei 
a  copomittce,  ii  would  be  that  of  a  rt/  hon,. 
gent,  qn  a  late  occasion,  who  said  that  he 
who  thinks  the  title  of  a  bill  explains  iU 
principles,  must  be  little  acquainted  ¥vith 
the  proceedings  of  the  house  ;  and  the  ar* 
guments  of  the  hon.  basnet  who  votes  fcur 
the  measure,  that  it  may  be  discussed  in'' 
the  coznmittee,  payi  an  indiscriminate  com? 
pliment  to  every  measure  that  may  he 
brought  forward.  But  the  rt.  hon.  gent. 
says  he  did  not  flatter  himself  witli  the 
entire  concurrence  ol  myself,  and  some  of 
those  wilh  whom  I  act,  in  all  the  provfjiiona 
of  tb^  bill^    Why,  then,  did  we  vote  |oc  it,^ 
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bat  for  two  reasons,  first,  that  a '  ptoposi«> 
lion  of  a  nature  so '  important*  and  from 
s^  person  of  sach  reputation,  was  at  least 
£t  to  be  discussed  ;  and,  secondly,  because 
'We  disapproved  that  measure  which  it  was 
proposed  to  suspend,  namely,  the  army  of 
reserve  bill,  and  indeed  wished  that  act  to 
be  repealed  altogether.  But  after  having 
supported  h*s  proposal  on  that  occasion,  I 
should  have  thought  that  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
was  the  last  person  who  ought  to  catechise 
us  for  our  motives.  He  accustes  us  like- 
H^ise  of  never  proposing  any  thing  of  our 
ov^  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  while 
we  object  to  his.— And  here,  Sir,  let  me 
correct  the  rt.  hon.  gent.  1  beg  his  pardon, 
but  I  think,  if  I  do  not  dream,  that,  but  a 
few  weeks  ago,  1  made  a  motion  for  going 
into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  defence 
of  the  country  ;  a  motion  on  which  I  had 
the  happiness  of  his  distitiguished  support, 
precisely  on  the  grounds  on  which  I  brought 
it  forward,  though  the  leading  members  of 
administration,  indeed,  contended,  that  we 
ought  to  suggest  specific  plans.  I  thought 
that  the  best  mode  then^  and  so  did  the  rU 
bon.  gent,  and  if  he  still  remains  of  that 
opinion,  I  am  ready  to  make  the  motion 
over  again  to-morrow,  if  he  will  honour  it 
with  his  support.  So  much  in  justification 
at  ourselves  for  having  supported  the  rt. 
hon.  gent,  formerly — a  support  which  I  by 
no  means  regret.  I  confess,  however,  that 
we  receive  more  harsh  treatment  than  the 
rt.  hon.  gent,  deals  to  others.  Some  of  the 
hon.  aod  rt.  hon.  gentlemen  who  now  sit 
near  him,  then  reproached  us  pretty  se- 
verely for  having  voted  for  giving  a  hearing 
U>  his  plan.  Then  his  present  noble  and  rt. 
bon.  friends,  who  having  heard  must  ap- 
prove his  proposals^  would  not  so  much  as 
entertain  it  for  discussion  }  and  to  us  it  is 
every  thing  that  they  are  now  in  a  situation 
to  support  what  they  formerly  rejected.  All 
I  beg  of  them  for  their  attacks  upon  me 
then,  is  that  they  would  make  a  sort  of 
QVf,ende  honorable  for  their  conduct ;  and, 
making  me  a  bow,  thank  us  for  the  oppor- 
tunity we  give  theip  of  again  defending 
tfieir  original  favourite  plan,  by  throwing 
out  this  measure.-^Here  let  me  just  take 
potice,  too,  of  an  argument  of  the  hon. 
bart.  (Sir  L.  Parsons),  who  avows,  that 
though  he  approved  much  more  of  the  bill 
brought  ioxvf^td  by  the  late  secretary  of 
state,^  he  must  vote  for  the  present.  Suf- 
fer me,  however,  to  pomfort  the  hon.  ba- 
rpnet  on  this  occasion,  by  informing  him 
that  he  is  under  no  necessity  of  contenting 
himself  with  this  worse  bill,  because  the 
<itb$r,  instead  of  being  lof t^  now  stands  for 


a  second  reading,  on  Monday  next ;  when, 
if  he  pleases,  he  may  have  an  opportunitf 
of  following  up  his  approbation.  He  has 
,nothin£  to  do,  therefore,  but  to  try  the  fate 
of  the  bill  he  patronised  so  much,  and,  if 
he  falls,  still  he  has  a  good  thing  lef^  to 
console  him.  And  here,  Sir,  permit  me  to 
say  that  there  is  somethfaig  not  remarkably 
creditable  to  the  modesty  of  the  two  rt  hon. 
gentlemen,  on  the  opposite  side,  in  talking, 
the  one  of  them  of  the  late  administration, 
and  the  other  of  the  present  nne,  as  if  they 
were  two  distinct  administrations.  Now 
really,  when  it  is  considered  that  six  mt-- 
nisters  of  the  last  cabinet,  being  a  majority, 
retain  their  situations  in  the  present  one,  it 
does  not  seem  that  the  hon.  gentlemen  are 
quite  so  complimentary  to  their  colleagues 
unless  they  think  themselves  the  only  efii- 
oient  cabinet  ministers.  I  therefore  wish 
to  ask,  a  little  consideration  for  those  sir 
ministers.  It  is  very  hard  upon  them  to  be 
so  treated  ts  if  they  form  no  part  of  either^ 
when,  in  fact,  they  constitute  the  majority 
of  both,  and  are  likely,  I  believe,  to  htUmg 
to  every  administration  that  might  be  form^ 
ed — so  far  are  they  from  being  in  that  forlorn 
state  that  some  people  might  suppose !  «-The 
rt.  hon.  gent,  complains,  that  more  should 
have  been  expected  firom  him  than  the  pre- 
sent measure  promises  to  efifect.  I  do  not 
join  in  that  censure  of  him.  it  cannot  be 
forgotten,  however,  that  the  rt.  hon.  gent* 
on  many  occasions,  expressed  htm  elf  stror^g- 
ly  respecting  the  immitienoe  of  the  danger 
with  which  the  coontiy  was  threatened  It 
is  true  there  were  other  measures  besides  the 
present,  there  was  the  navy,  the  ordnance; 
&c.  in  which  much  was  to  be  done ;  and 
no  doubt  the  advice  of  the  rt.  hon^  gent, 
may  be  of  infinite  benefit,  though  the  ord- 
nance at  least  remains  precisely  in  the  same 
hands  as  when  the  rt  hon.  get  r.  thought 
that  there  was  room  for  nuich  greater  ex- 
ertion than  had  been  displayed.— As  to  the 
measure  itself,  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  says,  that  a 
general  military  recruiting  would  be  ^nore 
slow  in  its  operation.  But  if  an  immedtate 
efiect  be  that  chiefly  aimed  at,  is  there  any 
thing  to  be  done  towards  a  more  general 
arming  of  the  maritime  counties  ?  For  so 
far,  at  least,  he  agreed  that  the  general  arm- 
ing we  recommended  specifically  should  be 
adopted.  I  bope,  however,  that  both  with 
respect  to  that  and  the  improvement  of  the 
volunteers,  the  right  hon.  gent,  still  adheres 
to  his  former  opinions.  If  he  does,  he  must 
see  that  ibr  any  thing  immediate  these  are 
more  urgent  than  the  present  bill.  Indeed 
it  seems  rather  preposterous  to  proceed  to 
the  adoption  of  a  permanent  ^tem  of  rp- 
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cruUkig,  while  soch  important  parts  of  our 
<iefence  still  remains  on&aished ;  and  I  agree^ 
that  if  there  ever  was  any  danger  of  inva- 
sion,  nothing  has  yet  occurced  that  can  lead 
P8  to  believe  that  it  is  now  over.-rThe  pre- 
sent measure^  however^  giving  op  the  bal- 
lot^ is  said  to  be  less  objectionable  to  us. 
True,  but  if  the  cirencnstances  of  the  coun- 
try were  «o  urgent,  it  is  possible  that  strong 
measures  may  have  b^en  necessary,  and 
even  severity,  for  iaxnediate  result  may 
have  been  preferable  to  a  slow  and  inefficient 
lenity.  But  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  says  he  has 
lately  found  that  a  very  small  proportion  in- 
deed of  the  roiliiia  and  army  of  reserve 
served ';iu  person.  And  did  the  rt.  hon. 
gent.  6xkL  it  necessary  to  have  the  informa- 
lion  and  researches  of  office  to  discover  what 
was  notorious  to  every  man  in  Enfland  I 
ptf  if  he  made  the  inquiiy  Jto  gratify  his 
curiosity  in  going  into  office,  it  was  a  curi* 
osity  which  no  man  in  jSngland  had  but 
himself.  Strange,  indeed,  must  have  been 
the  construction  of  a  measure  that  was  form- 
ed oh  principles  that  were  deranged  by  the 
discovery  of  so  notorious  a  fact.  Then,  what 
does  the  bill  profess  to  do  as  to  immediate 
ejQFect  ?  It  is  to  611  up  the  militia,  the  de* 
^ciency  of  the  army  of  reserve,  and  the 
J2yO06  of  them  that  have  enlisted  for  ge- 
neral service.  Then  how  is  this  to  be  done  ? 
The  right  hon.  gent,  complains  that  the 
parisli  officers  who  are  to  execute  the  j^ctare 
nick-named  recruiting  officers.  But  with 
all  his  felicity  and  choice  of  language,  can 
the  right  hon.  gent,  find  a  better  phrase  ? 
It  has  justly  been  contended  by  my  right 
|ion.  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  that  the  pa-r 
psh  officers  eiihcr  will  succeed  in  their  exer- 
tions to  raise  men^  or  they  will  resort  to 
threats  and  to  oppiressioo.  It  is,  undoubted- 
ly, true,  that  the  magistrates  of  tliis  coun- 
try deserve  every  praise  for  their  pure  ad- 
ixiioistration  of  the  laws,  but  still  it  is  not 
good  ta  give  them  an  interest  in  stretching 
the  law.  It  is  said,  that  mueh  advantage 
will  be  derived  from  local  exertions  and  in<* 
Suence.  But  may  not  such  influence  be 
abused  ?  If  to  save  the  parish  money,  or 
Icnr  the  vanity  of  raising  the  quota,  it  is 
%uitp  credible  that  the  influence  over  the 
lower  orders  may  be  abused.  The  parish 
officers  will  not  send  the  halt  and  the  blindj 
as  (he  right  hon.  gent,  asks,  but  they  may 
send  unfit  persons,  or  they  may  iniuc^nce  a 
poor  roan  with  a  large  family  to  send  his 
spn  \  and  by  some  such  screw  or  other  must 
the  eflect  be  produced.  It  is  true,  also, 
t)}at  there  is  no  claim  as  to  vagrants  atul 
poachers,  but  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  per- 
sons under  the  su^ctpn  of  such  charges  may 


be  influenced  to  volonteer  in  stich  a  way  as 
to  talk  of  free  will  is  a  downright  mockery. 
In  short,  the  local  influence  which  i#  to  work 
such  wonders,  may  be  translated  into  pounds, 
shillings^  and  pence,  if  not  into  tyranny  and 
oppression.     Bounties  will  be  resorted  to  if 
the  men  are  to  be  ^Dund.     To  save  the  pa- 
rish the  fine  in  case  of  default,  persons  oiay 
be  induced  to  contribute  a  guinea  or  two  in 
addition    to  the  govt,  bounty,    and   thas, 
though  this  does  not  appear  in  the  pandl 
books^  the  bounty  is  in  fact  increased,  and 
thus  the  competition    of   the    regular  re- 
cruiting   is   overpowered,  notwithstanding 
any  regulation  to  the  contrary/    And   wfeoft 
is   the   character    of   the   parish   oflicers  ? 
We  have  seen    the    latter  displayed  upon 
the  stage,    perhaps  a  little  in  caricature, 
but  still  we  know  that  they  will  cajole  the 
recruits ;  they  will  not  be  harsh  in  taxing 
recruits  for  peccadilloes,  for  getting  drunk, 
or  perhaps  other  vices.     Bat  is  the  parish 
officer,  turned  recruiting  officer,  to  encourage 
their  proceedings,  which,  as  a  parish  officer, 
he  is  bound  to  correct  5  and  hoW  may  he  not 
employ  the  influence  of  such  authority  to 
procure  men?    Besides,   is  it   not  absurd, 
Chat  govt. « should  first  say  to  the  parish, 
find  you  the  man— we  find  the  money  j  but 
next,  if  you  don't  And  the  man,  find  us 
the  money.     Can  any  thing  be  worse  con- 
trived, or  more  incongruous  than  such  a  tys- 
tem  ?     In  fact,  one  of  two  things  will  hap- 
pen.    Either  the  parish  officers  will  employ 
an  undue  influence  and  authority,  or  they 
will  make  local  subscriptions  to  increase  the 
bounty,  and  apply  to  a  crimp,  as  they  do 
now,  raise  the  men,  cost  what  it  will,  atid 
thus,  once  more,  by  high  bounties  utterly 
destroy  the  recruiting  for  the  army.    I  am 
almost  ashamed  of  dwelling  so  much  upon 
this  point ;  but  it  is  in  fact  the  whole  of  the 
bill.     The   measure  likewise   attempt?    to 
blend  two  things  utterly  irreconcilable— an 
extraordinary  provision  for  a  stidden  emer- 
gency, atjd  a   permattcnt  military  system. 
There  are  two  things  to  he  aimed  at,  c  suf- 
ficient force  for  home  del<9nce  and  a  genera? 
disposable  force,  and  much  depends  on  the 
orderof  (be  two.     It  seems  to  be  admitted 
bf  all,  that  if  there  he  a  sufficient  force  for 
home  defence,  the  general  army  is  not  so 
strong  as  is  desirable.     With  respect  to  the 
plans  of  making  the  home  army  the  nursery 
for  the  foreign  array,    I  would  ask,  is  it 
just  to  do  so  ?    The  right  hon.  gent  at  least 
says,  that  he  takes  the  men  into  the  h^rae 
service,  first,  because  tliey  would  ivot  with 
their  eyes  open .  enter  for  general  service. 
Then  it  is  a  fraud  upon   them.    He  ssys, 
too>  that  in  the  one  case  their  parentS'WOuld' 
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forbUi  and  in  the  other  eocooragc  them  to 
enter.  But  what  a  fraud  is  this,  too,  on 
the  parents !  Might  not  the  parents  justly 
^^y>  "  yo\x  inveigled  our  son  from  us,  on 
pretence  tliat  he  engaged  for  home  service 
only.  You  eVeo  induced  us  to  employ  our 
influence  to  send  him  into  the  home  service. 
Yet  in  a  few  months  you  remove  him  from 
our  sight,  and  by  new  artitices  you  prevail 
upop  htm  to  do  that  which,  in  the  fiist  in- 
stance, he  would  have  shrunk  from,  and 
from  which  we  would  have  used  all  our  pa* 
ternal  authority  to  prevent.**  Surely,  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  honourable  way  of  dealing 
with  the  country.  But  it  is  said,  that  the 
mode  proposed  will  'be  more  expeditious, 
and  the  recruit  be  sooner  had.  But  no  soon- 
er than  if  he  had  at  tirst  gone  into  the  regu- 
lars, which  in  many  cases,  if  he  had  not 
been  intercepted,  he  might  have  done,  ftut 
in  truth,  remove  the  competition  which  has 
existed,  and  wifich  you  are  again  about  to 
revive,  and  the  general  recruiting  will  go  on 
well.  At  least  give  it  a  chance.  If  it  does 
not,  tlien  a  certain  degree  of  force,  if  cir- 
cumstances require  it,  must  be  employed. 
As  the  first  object  now  is  to  have  men  for 
foreign  service,  take  all  you  can  for  that, 
and  afterwards  you  may  dratg  the  pond  again 
for  those  of  an  inferior  kind,  which  may  be 
good  enough,  perhaps,  for  other  service. — 
The  plan,  too,  of  making  one  battalion  the 
noriery  for  another,  seems  liable  to  the 
strongest  objections.  It  is  one  of  the  great 
excellencies  of  a  Ute  govt,  like  this,  that  by 
ineaQ»  of  elections,  and  other  popular  parts 
of  the  constitution,  the  rich  are  obliged  to 
pay  a  ccrrain  court  to  the  poor,  whicti,  on 
the  one  hand,  increases  the  independence  of 
the  poor,  while  it  mitigates  and  corrects  the 
arrogance  and  pride  which  wealth  and  su- 
periority might  tend  to  engender.  But  this, 
which  is  excellent  in  the  civil,  would  be 
most  pernicioiM  in  tlie  military  state.  There 
the  ufficers  should  have  no  iiavours  to  ask  of 
the  soldiers  ^  they  should  be  in  the  situation 
of  conferring  favours ;  but,  to  gain  the  good 
will  of  the  men,  and  carry  them  to  another 
corps  with  them,  must  totally  change  the 
relative  character  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
and  operate  to  the  destruction  of  discipline. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  under  regular 
otiicers  the  home  army  would  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  perfect  discipline.  No  doubt  under 
such  oificers  tlK*y  might  be  made  excellent 
troops.  But  where  are  such  officers  now  to 
be  had? — In  the  next  place,  can  we  to- 
tally overlook;!  the,  constitutional  objections 
to  such  a  system  ?  Can  we  forget  that  such 
a  home  force,  as  a  permanent  system,  is  in- 
^oi^isteat  with  9i\  tho^e  gMftrdi>  which  wece 


thought  necessary  in  themlHtta;  and  such 
a  force,  officered  like  regular  troops,  the 
officers  might  in  the  end  have  oa  other  con- 
nexion with,  the  country  but  their  holding 
commissions  from  the  crown  ?   Such  are  the 
objections  if  the  system  is  to  be  permanent. 
If  it  were  to  be  temporary  only,  all  the  fine 
spup  theory  of  first  and  second  battaliona 
tvottld  be  blown  to  pieces  in  a  moment. 
What,  then,  after  so  much  expectations,  af- 
ter the  removal  of  an  administration,  in  a 
great  degree  on  the  chargcof  want  of  vigour 
and  efficiency  in  preparing  for  the  public 
defence,  will  the  country  be  satisfied  with 
such  a  measure  as  this  ?     The  right  horf. 
gent,    taunts  my  right   hon.  friend    (Mr. 
Windham)  with  saying,  what,  would  yott 
do  nothing  ?  But  what  my  right  hon.  firiend 
proposes  would  do  a  great  deal,  indeed  j  for 
he  would  takeaway  all  the  impediments  to. 
the  general  recruiting  of  the  army>  and  give 
the  army  a  fair  chance.     As  to  immediate 
cflect,    and    for    home  defence,    the  best 
expedient,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  trust  to  the 
zeal  and  spirit  of  the  country.     So  far,  at 
least,  the  right  hon.  gent,  agrees  with  me  in 
thinking  a  general  recruiting  adviseable,  at 
least  in  the  maritime  counties,  and,  when- 
ever lie  brings  such  a  measure  forward,  he 
may  depend  upon  my  support.    To  me,  thft 
princi'pal  classes  of  our  means  of  defence, 
consist  in  the  regular  army,  then  the  militia^ 
and  the  volunteers  and  general  arming  j  but 
each  of  them  in  its  place  and  order^  so  a» 
not  to  interfere  with  that  which  is  different 
and  more  important.    As  to  the  offers  of  the 
militia  last  war,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
it  was  not  till  they  had  been  in  Holland,  in 
Ireland,  and  in  Minorca,  particularly  when 
they  were  under  an  officer  (Gen.  Fox),  of 
whom  it  would  not  become  me  to  speak  too 
praisingly,  but  who  is  allowed  to  excel  in 
the  terming  of  troops.     Then,  indeed,  the 
drafts  from  the  militia  became  most  excel- 
lent as  well  as  brave  soldiers,  and  performed 
exploits  which  redounded  to  their  own  im- 
mortal honour  and  liiat  of  the  country.— 
To  conclude,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  deprecate 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  so  little  calcu-' 
lated  to  promote  it:?  ends,  and  to  which  there 
are  so  many  powerful  constitutional  objec- 
tions.    I  have  omitted  many  which  might 
have  been  urged,  but  the  measure  is  of  such^ 
a  nature,  and  so  palpably  defective  in  every- 
way, that   I  shoatd  not  have  taken  up  so 
much  of  your  time  in  commenting  upon  it^ 
hafi  it  not  come  from  a  person  of  the  right 
hon.  gent/s  consideration,  and  if,  by  some 
unaccountable  fataHty,  it  had  not  appeared 
to  have  occupied  a  degree  of  attention  which 
in  itself  it  so  little  deserves. 
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The  home  then  divided,  when  thtffe  ap- 
pearedy 
For  the  second  reading  of  the  bill   221 
Against  it     ..-...•    i§i 

Majority    --**-.     40 
The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  second 
timei  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Mon- 
day.*-Adjourned  at  3  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning. 
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fcTvoise,  C.  J. 
Johnstone,  George 
Kentington,  Lord 
Ker,  R.  G. 
Knox,  Hon.  G. 
Kinnafrd,  Charles 
Leslie,  C.  \V. 
Latlbrokc,  Robt, 
Lambton,  Ralph 
Larouche,  f. 
l.atottche,  R.      ' 
Lawley,  Sir  R. 
Laurence.  Dr. 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 
Lemon,  J. 
Lovedcn,  E.  L. 
IJoyd,  James  Martin 
Lang'on,  W.  G. 
Lcfcvrc,  C.  S. 
Langham,  James 
Metcalfe,  Sir  T- 
Markham,  J. 
Middltton,  W. 
Manners,  J. 
Madocks,  Wm.  A.  ^ 
M*Mahon,  John 
Milbanke,  Sir  R, 
Milner,  Sir  W. 
Moore,  Peter 
>loore,  G.  Peter 
Morpeth,  Lord 
Morris^  Edward 


Mpstyn,  SirThoiiias 
Mills^W.a 

Mills,  C. 
Mcllish,  W. 
Newport,  SIf  JoKn 
North,  Dudley 
0*Brien,  Sir  Ed. 
Orde,  il\riUiam 
Oiib.>rne,  Lord  Francis 
Ossulstooe,  Lord 
Orchaid,W; 
PHrsc,  Henry 
IPdhamj  C.  A. 
Petty,  Lord  Hj 
Ponsonhy,  W.  B, 
Porchester,  Lord 
Pojrntz*  W.  S. 
Peirrepfoint,  C.  H. 
^atteson,  JoliU 
Paxtoo,  SirVV* 
Pole,  Sir  C. 
Pultexiieyj  Sir  W. 
Bainei  J. 

Rufsetl,  Lord  TTUllam 
Robarts^  A. 
Sanderson,  F. 
Shaftof ,  R,.  E.  D. 
Shakefpeare,  Arthur 
Sheridan,  R.  B^ 
Shum^  George 
Smith,  William 
Somerville,  Sir  Mar^ 


Speneer,  Lord  Robe. 
Stewart,  James 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  A. 
S^roondes,  Tbos.  P. 
Sibihorpe,  CoK 
Shelly,  H. 
Stuart,  Sir  J* 
Sargent,  J. 
Sullivan,  J. 
Sullivan^R.  J. 
Temple,  Lord 
Townshend,  Lord  JokiS 
Tyrwhitt,  1  homas 
Talbot,  Sir  C. 
Tierney,  G. 
Walpole,  George 
tVe»rern,  Charles 
Wharton,  John  < 
Whicbread,  Sam. 
Wionington,  Sir  Ed« 
Windham,  WiUiani 
Wynne,  SirWw 
Wynne,  C.  W. 
VansitUrt^  N. 
Vansittart,  G^ 
Walsh,  J.  B. 
Walpole,  H. 
Watson^  G; 
Wright,  J.  A* 
Young,  Sir  Williaai 
Vorke,  C. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday ^  June  11,   1604. 

[M I NUTBS.]— Counsel  was  heard  in  conif 
tin  nation,  relative  to  the  writ  of  error,  Lur 
cena  v.  Crawford  and  others,  viz.  Mr.  Gile» 
at  considerable  length,  as  second  counsel  for 
the  appellant.  After  which  their  lordsbipa 
deferred  the  farther  hearing  of  the  case  till 
Friday.— Several  bills,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  private,  were  brought  up  from 
the  commons,  and  severally  read  a  first  time* 
— The  Caledonian  canal  bill  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  read  a  first  time* 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. — The  bills  opon 
tlie  table  were  forwarded  in  their  several 
stages. 

[Aylesbury  Elbctiow  Bill.]— The 
order  of  the  day  respecting  this  measure  be- 
ing read,  counsel,  &c.  were  called  to  ther 
bar.  Previous  to  the  exaonioation.  of  evi- 
dence, J(^n  Toms,  with  whom  the  deputy 
Serjeant  at  artns  was  dispatched  to  Ajrieibury, 
to  ascertain  the  alledged  fact  of  a  certain 
memorandum  being  deposited  by  him  in  a 
certain  part  of  bis  hoose^  vms  put  to  the  bar. 
He  stated  that  he  coofd  not  find  the  memo* 
randum  jn  question,  nor  could  he  tell  what 
had  become  of  it. — Mr.  deputy  serjeant  was 
then  sworn.  He  stated,  that  he  accompa- 
nied the  last  witness,  pursuant  to  their  lord- 
ships* order,  to  Aylesbury,  and  proceeded 
to  search, the  drawers  which  the  witness 
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pointed  out  to  him.  It  conlaioed  no  paper, 
document,  or  memorandum,  but  a  few  hen 
eggi.  He  had  po  possible  ci^eans  of  cocn- 
municating  with  hia  wife  previous  to  the 
search.  The  woman  appeared  considerably 
agitated.*- John  Toms  was  then  farther  ex- 
aaiioedi  and  the  lord  chancdior  adverted 
to  some  inconsistencies  between  his  then« 
and  fornoer  examinations. — One  or  two  other 
witnesses  were  examined.  After  which 
counsel  were  heard.  When  counsel  had 
^ihdrawn,  a  short  expianatefiy  conversation 
took  place  between  Lords  Auckland^  Qren- 
ville,  and  the  lord  chancellor  ^  after  which 
Lord  GrettQilUf  in  order  to  gain  every 
practicable  information  on  the  subject,  a;ad- 
to  atford  full  time  for  its  consideration^ 
moved,  that  the  debate  arising  on  tlie  ques- 
tioo  for  the  aeoond  reading  of  the  bill^  be 
further  adjourned  till  Friday  next.  Whijch 
was  ordered  according! v. —*Some  private  bu- 
siness was  then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
acijourned  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMfMONS. 
Monday,  Jum  II,  1804. 

pVfiNUTEb.]— On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne,  the  Scotch  inland  navi- 
gation bill   was    read  a   third    time   and 
passed.  —  The    right    honourable    Creorge 
Canning,  Mr.  WiUiam  Dundas^  and  Lord 
Danio  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats,  oa 
their  re-election..— Petitions  from  the  debtors 
^nfioed  in  the  gaols  of  Hertford  and  Co- 
ventry, praying  for  relief,   were  presented 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — Sir  T.  Met- 
calfe stated,  that  in  the  absence  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  H.  Addington)  he  was  au- 
thorised to  postpone  the  second  reading  of 
the  cotton  manufacturers  bill.    The  order 
of  the  day  for  this  purpose  being  read,  was 
accordingly  discharged^  and  on  the  motion 
of  Colonel  Stanley,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  tkne  on  Thursday  next. — 
Mr.  Foster  broi^ht  up  the  Irish  linen  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  lime  to-morrow. — Sir  W. 
Yonog  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  not  issue 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  foir  a 
new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury  be- 
fore this  day  three  weeks,  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly.— On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
James  Grahatn,  the  second  reading  of  the 
Solway  Frith  fishery  bill  was  postponed  till 
Wednesday  sennight. — The  house  went  In* 
to  a  committee .  on  the  UAOiion  of  Mr.  C. 
Dundast  on  the  misdemeanour  prosecution 
bill.    Tlie  report  was  received,  and  or4ered 
.  to  be  taken  i^io  cossiderfa^n  on  W^nes- 
d^.— On  ibe  nodan  ctf  tba  Solicitpi;  G&« 
Vol.  IL  ' ' 


nera),  the  house  went  into  a  eomi^lttee  on 
the  attoraies  indemnity  bill.  The  report 
was  brought  up  by  Sir  Ev  Bustton,  and  or? 
dered  to  be  received  to-morrow.— Mr.  J^mes 
FitzgjBrald,  purstwnt  to  notice  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  hous^,  *'  A  return  of 
the  n^mes  of  the  commissioners  appointe4  , 
npder  an  act  of  tl^  IHsh  parliament,  for 
granting  allowances  to  cities,  towns,  and  bo^- 
roughs,  which  sustained  any  injury  by  n^ 
returning  members  to  parliametjt,  under  the 
act  of  onion,  atid  for  granting  compensation 
to  certain  officers,  togeth^  with  the  a(noun( 
of  the  salaries  of  said  commission^ts,  an4 
of  other  officers  appoitlted  for  carrying  toid 
acts  into  execution  j"  also,  '*  Ai?  acCouigit  of 
the  particulars  of  said  compensations,  diir 
tinguishing  the  dates  of  the,  patents^  the 
names  of  those  to  wboapi  granted,,  and  tbf 
amoont  of  the  grants  f  also,  **  a  return  of 
the  proceedings  of  said  commissioners,  of  the 
claims  preferred,  and  of  the  times  of  pre* 
ferriag  themj  also,  "  a  .return  of  the  of- 
^ces  and  employments  granted,  by  patent,  or 
by  warrant  of  the  lordheut.  from  the-lst  of 
Jan.  1800>  to  the  Ist  of  June  1804>  specify- 
ing the  salariesand  funds  on  w^ich  charged}** 
also,  **  mx  acqoui^  of  the  charges  upon  the 
consdideted  fund  in  Ireland,  exclusive  of 
charges  lor  the  national  debt,  firom  the  lat 
of  Jan.  .1789,  to  the  1st  of  Jan.  18P4#  speci- 
fying the  date  of  the  changes,  the  penont 
for  whom,  by  name,  and.  by  what  authori- 
ty ;**  also,  *'  an  account  of  the  salaries  and 
compensations  to  the  officers  of  the  Ute  ord- 
nance department  in  Ireland,  from  the  1st 
of  Jan.  1789,  to  the  1st  of  June  1804  j"  al80» 
'*  An  account  of  the  salaries  granted  to  the 
officers  for  managing  the  inland  navigation 
in  Ireland,  spccifyiug  the  salaries  and  ex- 
penses $  and  also  setting  jforth  the  warrant 
and  authority  by  which  they  were  granted/* 
The  accounts  wsre  severally  ordered.— Sir 
W.  Pultency  moved,  that  there  be  laid  b^ 
fore  the  house,  an  account  of  the  ^xpcns^ 
incurred  in  roaintainiog  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  from  the  time  It  was  taken  by  hif 
Majesty's  troops  to  the  surrender  of  that  set- 
tlement at  the  petce.  Ordered,— Mr.  Rose 
submitted  to  the  house  a  question,  whether 
a  member  (the  Hon.  C.  ViULers)  ought  to 
vacate  his  seat  in  parliament,  in  consequence 
of  having  received  the  office  of  chief  pro- 
ihonotary  of  the  court  of  oonxmon  pleas  pf 
the  county  palatini  of  Lancaster?  Mr. 
Wynne  wished  to  know»  if  it  would  qot  he 
more  regular  to  move,  in  the  first  instanqe, 
for  a  copy  of  the  grant  under  which  Mr, 
VilUersis  now  inpotsesaion  of,  the  sai4<^P 
fice  >  A  copy  of  ijbe  said  sij^poinLmcpt  ^« 
accordingly  ordered. 
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ihe&fder  ©f  tie  <i*y  fbf  twrti*^  the  cbarg* 
dgainsl  John  Bti^ftnk),  under  tbeHff  c^Carn- 
'V^all^.  aad  for  tssHlkig  bidi  to  th«  bar  af  tbe 
house ;  "dtid  (his  beh^g  donij  ac^rdiogf)^ ; 
John  Daycn^n^  «tan^i^  at  the  bffr,  was 
fiiked  bf  ib&  ^peakev  iK^t  he  had  fd  iaf  to 
tb^  charge  he  had  beavd  rtead  ]l|;ain6t  hiitVf 
He  assored  iht  hotne,  f  h^  h€  bad  oot  acted 
from  aiif  corrupt  iROtWes,  dnd  that  it  i^tHas 
tlie  fartbfesK  from  bis  iniention,  to  da  an  act 
«o violate  the  privilfg^^of  i^liamem  5  that 
be  coski  not  hate  acted  A-om  panialhy^  be^ 
^anse  he  was  !k)l  personalty  kAo^xrn  to  tubef 
^  the  citklidat^s  at  \be  tate  electieni  fiov  Li6- 
jceM.  ]^  b^gt»d  the  indQ)g«ltk:%  of  tb^ 
IkKisd,  atxlasiored  tbfem^  that  if  be  hddaef^d 
3«noBg,  he  had  done  s&  unrntefitionallj.  Hb 
tb^ii  witbd^rew  froui  the  bar. 

Mr.  Rdie  $aid,  it  v/^  ttot  bni  Vi^isM  t0  flapjr 
my  tiling  in  ^t^a((io&  of  the   char^b 
a^iAmt  Mr.  Da^^tnan,  b^t  he  conceited  it 
fa  be  his  diily  to. bring  before  the  hoose  thb 
dpidiori  of  thd  committee  thatfhad  tried.thfe 
^  iBiienii  of  the  Liskeard  election,  so  far  ^»  it 
j^lated  t6  the  odndoct  of  that  persozr.     He 
oEkUit  flckoowledgie,   that  00  evidence  hsid 
ctoe  before  the  cottimittee)  6f  iny  direfct 
corrtiptidti ;  but  it  bad  appeared^  be  had  re^ 
«eited  sonve  money  irom  each  of  the  cab^ 
A\d^is» ;  hd  iCknowWdg^  hidotsd^  that  be 
llad  been  handlomeiy  paid  for  hi$>  tronbl^g. 
It  waa,  bo^)tever»  cbntrary  to  law>   for  an 
tinder-«h«ifF  to  accept  df  any  reward  what- 
86ever>  for  his  trouble  at  an  electron  ;  abd 
no  ftti  Mr.  DeytnBTi  acted  improperly.     It 
was  necessary  that  smtie  punishmtnt  should 
be  indicted  on  him  for  what  he  had  done  : 
otherwise  th^  same  conduct  might  be  prac- 
tised hy  others.  This  was  iK)t  an  uninfornied 
mm  ;  he  bad  l>een  bred  to  the  lav,,  be  could 
not  have  acted*  from  ignarancc ;  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  him  to  do  the  office  he  filled, 
in  a  fair  and  proper  manner.      He  then 
moyed,  that  the  house  should  adopt  the  re- 
solution agreed  to  by  the  committee  $  <^  that 
Mr.  Jdhn  Dayman^  the  under  sheriff  of  tbc 
county  of  Comwali,  in  annexing  to  the  writ 
the  indenture  complained  of  in  the  petition 
of  W.  Huskissot),  E?^.  respecting  the  last 
Return  of  a  number  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  th0  bot^ugh  of  Liskeard,  acted  contrary 
to  bis  duty,  end  in  violation  of  the  privi- 

-  leges  of  the  house."  Tlie  right  .hon.  gent, 
said,  he  should  aflerwards  move,  '♦that  he 
be  taken  into  custody  by  the  aerjeant  at 

-  lirmsi" 

'  Sir  fTtJliam  Lemon  helped  the  house  Woold 
consider  the  great  ex^penie  this  young  man 
had  thready  Jbeen  pot  tev  add  not  idfUeta 


beitty  ^dnffsh^ierit  oh  Mt«*  Hfe  satd,  h^ 
had  a  Wtter  ffoni  the  high  shtJriff  of  Cofor- 
^mll>  giving  a  very  good  ebaracter  of  Ife*; 
Dayman,  who  wouM  not,  on  any  account, 
act  from  in^roper  motSrcs,  and,  if  he  hati 
been  guilty  of  any  ihiscondutet,  it  most  cer- 
tainly have  beeii  unioteotiohafl  on  his  part. 
Besides,  the  house- should  bear  in  mind,  that 
he  had  tio  knowledge  of,  or  connexion  With 
any  of  the  parties  at  the  eltection. 

Mr.  Gregof  said,  that  the  under  sberiflT 
b^ving  r^ceivfda  svM\  sum  of  ntoney,  by 
way  of  fee  fbr  his  tfooble  af  the  election, 
was  not  a  prodf  that  he-  had  acted  from  cori- 
fupt  motives.  From  the  cnqniries  he  had 
htmscW  made  iotdthis  gfent.'s  character,  titii, 
¥tts  informattort  he  had  received,  he  beftevt^ 
hfe  acted  solely  froth  error.  Hd  bagged  fife 
house  to  consider  the  injtiiy  he  must  siifi^ 
^en  in  his  profession,  if  it  irtflictttd  a  ltca:fy 
pttnishnient  on  htm. 

M^.  Hohland^  being  a  member  of  iht 
committee  appointed  to  examine  ihVo  *hh 
subject^  hoped  he  shocMibe  tndalfed  if  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  the  right  hon  gent. 
(Mr  Rose.)  It  did  not  appear  on  evidence 
that  the  utlder  sheriff  had  acted  from  par- 
drfity,  or  fhsm  atiy  nldthrei  of  odrrivpilon. 
I^  roust  b«  attributed  to.  negligence  rather 
than  any  other  cause*  He  was  of  opioiod^ 
that  the  house  would  d6  eftough  tef  sli€W 
that  tbey  wciuld  not  allow  their  privileges  16 
be  trifled  with,  by  reprimattding  the>  genl. 
at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Rpfe  again  contended,  that  as  thh 
VMVi  could  not  have  acted  from  ign<jftititfe 
(althoegh  evon  that  would  be  inexcosabte), 
he  must  have  had  soibe  motiVe  ih  his  mind 
for  what  he  did. 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  thatth^  unfd*f  sheriff 
had  the  plain  line  of  his  doty  laid  doi*n  be- 
fore him  }  he  was  not  bound,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  receive  any  return  which  the  f^ 
turning  officer  might  make.  It^asapfcrt 
of  his  duty  to  see  that^he  rettorri  was^  ff6t 
an  knproper  one.  In  feet/  it  had  B6en 
stated  to  Mr.  Dayman,  that  the  moyor  6f 
Liskeiard  had  made  a  felse  return  5  and  that 
was  the  reason  he  sent  up  the  two  rettems 
to  the  ckfrk  of  the  crown.  And  the  com- 
mittee, which  afterwards  tried  the  election, 
decided  differently  from  thte  mayor  5  they 
having  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
right  of  election  resided  vt^ith  the  naayof  and 
burgesses  generally  ;  and  the  ma]f  or  hathlg 
declared  the  right  of  eleettdn  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  and  the  capital  and  free  bor^ses. 
It  was  therefore  a  case^  in  which  a  man 
folght  be  misled,  and  must  certainly  haie 
been  an  tttisi  in  judgtoMitsr    He  was  ^c 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Clpi 


f  4ftf;*  QSJJ^iS^  ip¥€  n,  lM».r^#a(ftfiB«S!&* 


[CM 


the  ceiisare  pt  ilte  bouse  wfs  9s  tieavy  a 
puoishmeflt  as  Qugl^  to  be  iofiiotpd  o^  tliis^ 
jpung  xoaQ. 

The  Secreiafy  fit  War  thought  it  a  iner« 
j<^  to  $9y  that  this  jcpaa's  un^drai^diog 
(X>uld  be  misled* 

Mr.  Banh  said,  it  appeared  that  Mt. 
Dayman  had  received  a  fee  from  h9ih  par- 
ties \  aud  that  would  not  have  happened,  if 
he  had  not  made  a  double  retUTp.-r*l!!he  first 
motion  was  then  p^it  aud  agreed  tio.^  Iindoq 
its  being  moired,  '*  that  Mr«  J^y^a^n  b^. 
taken  into  the  cu^dy  9f  the  ^ijea^t  at 
a^s,"  Sir  W.  L^paon  moved,  a?,^»  aqaepd- 
ip^nt»  '*  th^the  be  repricpauded  and  dis- 
charged/' X^i^  ^Qf^e^dqaeot  was  supported 
hy  Mr^  Sheridan.— Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  Se- 
cretary 9X  War  cooteadcd^  that-after  thp  re- 
splutioo  the  house  had  just  ag^^ed  to,  ^nd 
vl^ch  was  to  remain  on  their  jouruais,  they 
cpuld  not,  consistently  with  th/eir  duiy> 
adopt  aoy.proceedi^g  less  severe  than  that. of 
qrder^^g  this  pe|fson  intip  custody*  .If  (be 
house  aotefl  otf^etwfse,  it  would  be  a  ^ur* 
render  of  their  cjignity.-— The  motiop  for 
tjAkiug  him  into^  custody  was  then  agreed  to, 
Sir  W.  LemoivhaMing  prcyiousiy  witW^^^p 
l^^ao^ndmeoit. 

£3(*AVK  TiiAP^O — Mr.  Dev^nll  m'id,  he 
ipse  to  move  for  certain  pap^s  rela^pgto 
slaves  imported  \nto  ithe  West-Indies,  ^'^r 
tl^ese  there  was  a  duty  paid'^of  4|  per  ce^t. 
li^  motion  wc^ld  be  fpr  the  productipn  of 
this  duty ;  aud  the  object  of  it  certainly  wias> 
|p  postpone  uutil  aext  sessiop  g^  paf)\s^i»ent, 
a  bill  then  before  l^^  house^  for  the; abolition 
c^  the  Afric^Q  slave  traide.  He  .8hoi:(ld  make 
i|  appear  frofu  those  papers^  that  his  Ma- 
j^y  had  a  personal  jduiy  qn  ^l  n^roes  im> 
purled  into  the  West?1^4ic<^ »  AlM>  if  ^> 
these  duties  ought  not  to  bein/rioged  upon. 
Be&re  aay  othef  proceeding  t^qold  1^0  adopt- 
ed in  the  bill  before  the  bouse,  it  waa  ne^ 
i^essary  that  h^  Majesty's  consent  shouV;!  be 

tt  ci)taiaeid ;  ^nd  when  its  object  >'^  to 
troy  a  great  portion  of  our  cpm^i/sfce,  it 
Q^gbt  to  have  been  introduced  in  gjc^ereiiit 
^lif^pe  from  what  it  h^*  He  did  Qot.  think 
tfn/R  bouse  justified  in  introdQci^g  the  ijuea* 
~%m^  vf'^ool  its  h^vfng  jbeen  finst  recom" 
9iended  in  a  speech  ^^m  the  throne. — 
i^^e;  the  hou.  flo^^Q^iber  was  caUcd  to  or%r 

•  j(4r.  Wilherforce^  who  obs^ved,  that  the 
0}pdoa  wiib  which  the  hou.  gent.  fDeaat  to 
ooocto^e  wit^  was  aifnply  for  thi9,pr-odnc- 
^pu  oi  certain  papers :  he  cquld  A^>  con* 
^f^t  with  or4er>  pr«i^ice  it  by  a  U>ng 
IKfecb  ou  th^  mecits  of^  a  bill,  which  he 
irfmld  iiave  aAotbev  opportuAi^y  «f  diseus- 


H64id<iot^ie  ivhjr  'tile  ttilne  of  th«r 
h^iiAe  jShould  be  taken  up.wich  sOch  obser*^ 
vati<ins,  par tiinfthirly  if  u^  opposition  was- 
inte&ded  ito  be  owde  to  his  ihbtien.  For  hia  - 
owti  part,  he  did  uotimfian:  Co  oippose  the, 
oaotioQ.'  I      ,  .        '      . 

JEarl  Tim^€  begged  Jtbe  lion,  gent.-  to 
CQustdec;  libathe  w.as  not  yet  supposed  tote 
a^vare  of  the  nature  of  thi^^motioix  an^d  could  i 
not  know  what  aUeratloDs 'tjhe.  lion,  gent^ 
no^  hflV4}  f<i*3ud  -oecesatry,  lar  .how  far  it, 
nnightb^.eo{^eected  with  the: general  ques-*^* 
tion  of  ihis  slave  trade*. 
,  The  5pfl«i<y. begged  leave  jto  i^etnlnd  the: 
hon.  oieaib^r  bow  far  ^he.wasio  order,  and 
how  far  nat.*  ^oy  j^easoos  akewing  the  pro-i. 
prieijr  <jf  his  ftiotip©  were  certainly  in  order  ; 
out  to  »commeQt,«pon  m  diaensH  the  qaes*. 
tioa  wials  out  of  orders  aud  9  tsamgressioa 
of  the  tules  of  the  luNlse^  .  JBe  Cfx^ested^ 
therefore, .the  boa.  gcipt,  to  slate. the  wprdti 
of  his  .motion.        ^     -.  .        » 

Mr.  ikvensll  mloivQd,  '}  thiit  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  a».ac^obnt  of  th^dutiesr 
paid  on  negroes  impori^d  injp.  the  West* 
India  islands^  frtoirp^ihe  coast,  ^  Africa^  .^ 
ij^xei^  years  preceding  ti^  ist  of  Jair.  fatst^ 
together  with  an  accootrt  of  .ibe  ai^opfia^ 
tiOD  of  the  said  dulifia."  Slifl  Biolkm  iiMt 
a|^ree4to«  i*  ,        '        "  J 

[yottTNTRERsOT^Mr^  Jgjw^v«lllfid  UaejatJ 
tetxtiop  of  the  house  to  ifaeino^Dvenieiiaiea 
that'  had  taken  >p\mc,  b%^  many  iitotdpi^  . 
from  calling,  oat  t^a  v^ohnUeet»  on  -actual 
service,  to,th$  pTejudlse  of  their  fao^Heat 
The  right  hon.  ihei  GlmticeUor  of  tlie  £xn 
diequer,  might  hava  it.  k  his  power  to  ^« 
ply  some  renjedy.  If  he  did. not*  "howeubr^ 
he  would  take  an  early  da^  for  aubuuttiag  id 
the  ho^ae,  a  motion  on  4he^«i)bject. 

The  Cbdncelior  qf  the  Exchequer  expressed 
a  wiri>  that  the  hon.  gent,  vroald  have  the 
goodness  to  communioate  to  htm  what  ha 
miglit  think  proper  to.be^ose^  as  he  would 
eo-operaie  iu  any  meaauai  Icf  remedy  iha 
iuconv.eoieuce  alltided  to.    . 

[Audition  AX  Foa  p  R'BjifcX.]— The  ChsfH 
oellor  of  the  Exuheqw^af  jiK)ved  the  order  of 
the  day  fi>r  thejipusef  to  go  into  a  toqnmittee 
on  the  Additional  Force .BilV.  .  On  the  qiKSr 
tion  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  ijekyll  rose  and  said,  that  he  4elt  him* 
$a)f  bound,  in  the  discharge  of  an  imperiom 
and  s«;^mn  duty,  tp  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.  Aifter  whaf  had  passed 
inalate<iiscussioaoa  the  subject  of  tbevbitt 
now  before  the  house*  he  should  deem  him- 
self as  failing  in  M^  dyty^ .  if  he  did  not  ^ 
press  shortly  on  the  hous^^  the  ppinimis  he 
entertained  respecting  it.    This  duty,  aa  a 

Q  qa 
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ntomber  of  partiam^y  be  wat  dalUd  on  t» 
perform,  and  he  could  not  bat  look  apon  it 
aft  actually  the  doty  of  overy  gent,  who 
thought  as  be  did  of  the  coeatore  under  dis- 
cussion, to  oppose   the   motioo   for   the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  Plans  of  various 
natures  had  been  ofiered  to  the  house  for 
placing  the  country  in  a  respectable  state  of 
defence.    Those  plans  had  been  discussed 
and  rejected,  when  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Pitt),  not  then  anaember  of  his  Majesty's 
govt,  propped  a  pUo  which  appeared  a  fit 
<ibiect  of  discussion.     He  confsssed,  that  he 
liaB  voted  for  the  cobttderation  of  that  plan 
in  cocmnon  with  those  who  concurred  with 
him  on  the  occasion/ irom  a  natural  con- 
£dence  in  the  great  talents  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.     He  had,  therefore,  expected,  now 
that  he  was  minister,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  would    have  brought  forward  some 
measure  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  ict  all 
sides  of  the  house,  but  he  was  much*  sur- 
prised to  fitid  his  actual  ^n  different  from 
that  whi<^  he  had  given  reason  to  expect, 
and  possessing  no  novelty  but  that  which 
^as  universally  reprobated,  the  introduction 
of  a  modeof  attempting  to  re<»Tiit  the  army 
by  parish  officers.    Whatever  other  features' 
th»  measure  naight  have,  he  called  on  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  or  on  any 
addhe  of  the  house,  to  say,  whether  there  was 
any  other  character  of  nov^t^  In  it?    He 
appealed    to   gentfemen    conversant   with 
.  the  manner  in  whM^  eonntry  business  was 
nonaged,  ac(|uainted  with ,  the  administra* 
lion  c^  justice  in  the  country,  whether^  con- 
ai^ring  the  many  duties  with  which  pari^lr 
officers  were  already  hturthened,  they  could 
be. competent  to  tbia  ^ty  In  addition,  and 
whether  tlie^eaesu^e  in  that  respect  did  not 
appear  to  thep  impraeticable*    He  was  sa- 
tisfied, that  any  gent,  acquainted  with  the 
toatare  oi  the^dilties^of  parish  officers,  mu&t 
aeethal  it  woold  be  Inoiposstble  lor  them  to 
BOeoqopUsh-  tbki  io  oddition.    But  he  did  not 
consider  the  measure  as  merely  impractical 
ble;  he  looked  upon  it  as  oppreistve.     In 
case  the  numbers  should  fiot  be  provided^ 
certain  penalties  attached,  first  on  the  pa- 
rishes, and  ultimately  on  the  coimttes,  which 
penalties  were  to  be  levied  by  rates  on  the 
individuals  5  and  he  looked  upoo  it  as  an 
inJAistice  to  the  individual  to  be  «o  taxed 
without  any  possibility  of  evading  t}ie  pe- 
nalty.    A  paper  had    been  put  into  his 
i^d^  oil  co^q^ing  into  Ihe  house,    which 
stated  a  grievance  that  appeared  to  him  se- 
vere.   The  pajpi^  avas  anonymous^  but  gen- 
tlemen might  Judge  of  the  ca^e,  when  they 
^ahoukihear-itieead,  v^ich  be  should  do  f» 
'  j^rl  of  his  speech.    The  papcf  stated,  '^  that 


the  individual  had  been  drawn  for  die  snp*  ' 
plemeotary  militia  about  12  months  since, 
at   which   time  he  had  paid  30   guineas 
for  a  substitute,  which  he  had  been  given 
t(y  understand  wovrld  exempt  him  from  the 
militia  and  army  of  reserve  for  5  jrears,  clear 
of  all  expense.    But  he  saw  that  the  bill 
now  before  paiiiament  would,  nevertheless, 
subject  him  to  the  supply  of  Uie  suppletnen- 
tary  militia^  atid  of  the  army  of  reserve, 
which  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  inni» 
as  well  as  to  many  thousands  besides  ;  thac 
such  persons  also  as  had  entered  into  vo<« 
lunteer  corps  to  avoid  the  ballot,  would  now 
withdraw  from  them,  and  that  the  honour- 
able and  patriotic  volunteers  who  had  de« 
termined  to  sacrifice  their  lives  and  proper* 
ties  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  would  be 
by  this  law  subjected  to  the  rates  in  common 
with  those  who  should  quit  their  corps." 
The  hon.  member  did  not  feel  it  necessary 
to  detain  the  house  longer,  to  urge  the  im- 
policyi  impracticability,  and  injustice  of  tiie 
me^ure  more  strongly  than  it  had  been  sta- 
ted in  the  paper  which  he  had  just  read. 
.  Mr;  Peier  Moors  said,  that  when  he  looked 
at  the  principles  of  the  bill,  he  con^dered  it 
as  one  of  the  most  alartning^at  had  ever 
been  introduced  to  the  house  since  the  de« 
testable  tin^e  of  James  the  Second.    He  had- 
little  more  to  do  than  to  call  upon  thehoose, 
if  it  regarded  its  liberties,  and  the  cons^tu- 
tionof  the  country,  as  founded  by  their  an- 
cestors, to  g6  with  him  in  acting  upon^  the 
same' principles  as  their  ancestors  did,  oh  a 
similar  occasion.      Imniediately  after  the 
^9«^pres8ion  of  the  rebellion  in  1685,  hie' 
^jesty,  King  James,   opened  the  parlia- 
ment, and  stated  to  them,   in  his  speech 
from  the  throne,  a  plan  nearly  allied  in  point 
of  prinei|de  to  that  in  the  present  biH,  Vis; 
that,  although  tiie  militia  of  the  country  and 
the  standing  army  had  performed  their  dot/; 
aifhoogh  they  had  suppressed  the  rebellion* 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  otfae||| 
the  militia  was  not  sufficient,  and  that  no*' 
thing  *buta  hirge  body  of  troops  kept  m  con«^ 
stant  pay  could  defend  him  and  the  coantry 
from  the  attacks  of  their  enemies,  both  at 
home  end  abroad.     His  Majesty  then  pro« 
ceeded  to  desire  the  house  to  double  the 
dmt>unt  of  the  regular  standing  army,  in  lieu 
of  the  ancient  and  constitutional  force  of 
the  militia,  and  begged  the  liouse  would  not    ^ 
make  any  objection  on  a^ot^nt  of  a  dei- 
ciency  pf  officers,  because  he  had  already 
provided  them.     Such  were  the  woids  of 
King  Janies*^  speech.    It  would  be  proper 
for  the  ^ouse  to  look  at  this  tiane  to  the 
conduct  pursued  by  their  forefathers  on  that 
memorable  6ccasioQ.    They  prai^ted  a  |pp« 
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f^j  proportiooed  only  to  <he  existing  force 
of  the  coantry,  avowedly  disclaiming  the 
joatice  of  his  Majesty's  proposhion.  They 
addressed  bins  to  discootinoe  the  services  of 
those  officers  who  were  disqualified  hy  the 
tMt  act,  aiid  then  they  advised  e  committee, 
to  disband  the  forces^  and  bring  in  a  bill  to 
r^der  the  militia  more  complete  for  the 
purposes  expected  from  it.  They  fiirtber 
shewed  their  constitutional  jealott^iy,  by 
directing  the  proper  officers  of  govt,  to 
bring  in  that  oill.  He  saw  no  alteration 
in  the  present  times  th|^t  could  possibly 
warrant  a  permanent  additional  force  like 
Ae  one  now  called  for.  It  was  totally  in- 
MAficable  to  the  present  moment^  and  at 
all  times,  it  would  prove  subversive  of  the 
CQDstitutioh  itself.  It  we  had  a  due  sense 
of  eMi^/ree  constitution,  which  had  been 
thiM  ^transmitted  to  us,  we  onght  to  repu- 
dtale»  in  a  like  manner,  the  measures  now 
suggested.  If  the  militia  was  not  compe- 
tent "for  Its  doty,  in  the  name  of  God, 
bring  m  a  bill  in  order  to  make  it  so.  He 
knew  that  it  had  done  its  duty,  according 
to  the  expectations  of  the  state.  If  one  bill 
would  not  do,  let  ten  bills  be  brought  in  for 
thj^  commendable  purpose.  It  was  the 
mmtia  that  precluded  the  necessity  for  such 
an  immense  standing  force.  The  bill  under 
diacossion  did  not  even  qualify  the  matter 
so  &r  as  to  say  4utt  such  a  force  was  in- 
tended for  foreign  set*vice^  but  expressly 
mentions  that  it  wasjfor  the  defence  of  the 
reafaiu  Had  it  been  ^f  a  temporary  nature, 
and  destined  for  fomgn  service  alone,  he 
ibad  little  doubt  but  tite  house  might  with 
^propriety  agree  to  it,  bttt  as  it  stood,  there 
•Siras  no  security  that  tj^e  force  would  be 
.dispontinued  wKbn  the  service  was  at  an 
end.  On  these  princij)|es,  therefore,  he 
^MmM  object  to  the  Speai:er*s  leaving  the 
r^b^r.  If  any  credit  wera  to  be  given  to 
the  statements  of  ministers,  made  perhaps 
ifbr  their  defence  as  well  as  for  4ihe  satisfac- 
ition  of  the  house,  the  situatiojU  of  the  coun- 
;tfy  was  not  such  as  to  call  for  such  an  aug- 
mentation; Saa^ooo  men,  inpluding  the 
seamen  and  marines,  had  already  been  pro* 
-vided  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and, 
with  such  a  forocii  there  could  b#  no  call 
for  any  additional  ballot,  nor  for  si  great 
permanent  force.  All  that  was  wanted  was 
.to  organise  the  force  already  provided  for 
service.  There  was  an  army  in  the  North 
doing  nothing,  but  ready,  arid  he  was  sure 
fsompelent  to  its  duty ;  there  was  ano^fi^r 
army  sn  the  Souths  equally  prepared  for 
action,  but  having  no  employment,  and 
faelpii^  the  former  to  do  nothing;  there 
.wero  also  armies  in  the  ^st  and  West, 
>a  umH»f  (cijcumstanccf .     jEle  was  coufi?- 


dentthey  were  all  equally  and  perfectly 
competent  to  defeat  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy,  who,  if  they  should  venture  from 
their  own  shores,  would  never  have  anolhe r 
story  to  tell.  Tlie  force  of  the  country^  lie 
observed,  was  divided  with  reference  to 
two  objects)  fir^t,  to  the  home  deience, 
and  next  to  continental  war.  The  fii^t  ob-- 
jectwas  completely  secured  by  the  consti- 
tutional force  of  the  country  y  and  when  ho 
looked  to  the  state  of  the  continent,  ho 
could  not  discover  any  prospeet  of  assist^- 
anoe  or  co-operative  forces  in  any  part  of 
it.  On  tbegrooixl,  therefore,  that  we  had 
a  greater  force  in  the  country  than  wo 
wanted,  and  that  the  bill  under  discussioii' 
woM  be  subversive  of  the  constitution,  he 
should  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr »  M' Nagbten  CQVild  «not  discover  any 
similarity  between  the  circumstances  of  tho 
present  times  and  the  circumstances  of  tho 
year  1685.  The  hon.  gent,  who  had  just 
sat  down,  had  talked  much  of  that  uncon* 
stitutional  reign  and  those  detestable  times; 
and  in  jumping  over  a  century  had  attack** 
ed  the  right  hon.  the  ChanceBor.of  the  Zx^ 
chequer,  by  making  S'compaiffson  between: 
him  and  James  II.  However  such  speeches 
might  answer  party  views  in  the  house,  ho 
should  be  glad  if  any  hon.  member  would 
state  what  effect  they  would  be  likely  to 
produce  out  of  doors.  The  hon.  gent,  had^ 
talked  of  standittg  armies  as  likely  to  overw 
throw  the  constitution ;  but  whatever  might 
have  been  the  case  in  other  times,  a  large- 
standing  army  was  now  the  only  means  oT 
security  for  the  constitution  against  the  at* 
tempts  of  an  upstart  usurper.  The  hon. 
gent,  had  laid  much  stress  on  the  eictablish* 
ment  of  a  permanent  army,  but  Mt  he  forget 
that  we  had  the  annual  mutiny  bill,  which 
afforded  us  the  means  of  putting  a  stop  to 
such  a  force  at  once  ?  He  was  sorry  to 
take  up  the  attention  of  the  house,  but 
after  the  discussion  that  had  taken  place  on 
Friday^  after  a  majority  of  the  house  had 
decided  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a  se-^ 
cond  time,  and  should  go  into  a  committee, 
he  could  not  but  consider  any  opposition  to 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  as  proceed* 
Ing  from  factious  and  vexatious  motives,  as 
a  violent  attempt  on  the  paft  of  the  gen« 
tiemen  on  the  other  side  of  the*  house,  to 
embarrass  his  Majesfy's  ministers.  (A  loud 
cry  of  order  !  order!) 

Earl  Temple  called  the  hon.  gent,  to 
order.  The  reason  on -which  he  did  so  the 
noble  lord  stated  to  be>  that  no  member 
was  justified  in  attaching  improper  motives 
to  any  gent,  for  the  sentiments  which  h</ 
^ight  urge  in  debate. 
The  Speaker-dechied  it  to  be  undouble'" 
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<mt  of  enler  to  xiDpute  personal  ^ootives  to 
any  gent,  but  at  the  same  time  tie  allowed  it 
tp  be  perfectly  in  order  to  state  what  e0ect 
night  possibly  be  produced  by  such  inotive$ 
in  the  course  of  discussion. 

Mr.  M*NaghUn  was  proceedinj^  in  the  . 
s^me  -train  of  observation  wh^i   h^   was 
a^in  dcalted  to  order  by 

Sir  W.  Ymtng^  who  insisted^  that  i't  was 
^e  juf  Abe  wisest. prkcipies  of  our  ances- 
Utf  s  in  regulating  the  proceedings  of  that 
bouse^  ihat  the  discussion  might  be  reneMr- 
ed  m  each  of  the  different  stages  through 
iMbich  every  legislative  measure  was  ne« 
<^6sarily  to  pass  before  it  could  be  anacted , 
i^o  a  law^  wbea 

The  CioM^ior  of  ihe  Exchequer  rose  to 
order,  and  contended,  that  the  observa-^ 
ligtnsof  the  hon.  bart.^id  not  apply  to  the 
p<^nt  of  order. 

Sir  7f^  Young  insisted,  that  he  had  been 
perfectly  in  order  5  that  it  was  the  right  of 
every  member  of  that  bouse  to  express  his 
s^timents  on  any  legislative  measure  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress^  and  that  to 
ij}E»puie  io  him.&ctious  or  vexatious  mo- 
tives, -was  not  only  t^  throw  impediments 
in  the ,  way  of  freedom  oi  debate,  but  to 
lake  awsy  the  deliberative  privileges  of 
tbe  house. 

.  The  Speaker  then  observed,  that  the  hon. 
4iember  (Mr.  M^Naghten)  must  have 
perceived  what  was  to  be  considered  the 
^Urict.  line  of  order,  .and  would  regulate  his 
iQondact  accordi^gfy. 

.  Mr.M'Nagiien  then  confined  himself 
merely  to  giving  his  support  to  th^  motion. 

Colonel  Crcuvfurd  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  the  reluctance  wJiich'he  always  felt  at 
^trading  himself  upon  the  house  was 
^greater  toan  usual  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion^ because,  having  failed  in  bis  endea- 
YQui-s  to  cat(^  the  Speaker's  eye  at  an  early 
peno4  of  the  debate  which  took  place  on 
the  secon4  reading,  he  now  £elt  that  he 
9)ust  either  omit  a  great  paf  t  j&f  what  he 
bad  in  tended  to  urge  in  opposition  to  the 
ipaeiasure,  or  tire  the  house  witl) .  a  repeti- 
^n  of  what  had  already  been  mucb  more 
ibreibly  stated  by  other  members,  fiut 
90twithslaikUng  tihis  disadvantage  he  felt 
that,  considering  the  part  which  he  had  ta- 
kfn.upon  former  occasions  and  ^e  opinions 
be  had  so  frequently  expressed  upon  this 
subject,  he  owed  it.  to  himpelf  to  request 
tJbat.  the  hoifts«  would  indulge  him  with  this 
^^ortunity  of  shortly  explaining  the  prin.- 
^ipul  reasons  wbicb  induced  him,  wbo 
bad  so  repeatedly  urged  the  necessity  of 
greasing  our  regular  army,  to  oppose  a 
measure,  the  professed  aim  and  design  of 
vi^ch  was  to  ^ect  ths^t  which  be  sonanxi-< 


ously  desired.  I|e  saii  that,  wb^ether.  l^ . 
considered  our  present  sitimtion  with  9. 
view  to  the  defence  of  the  empire  against 
what  he  must  still  persist  in  (J4i;:)^ribioig  a^ 
the  most  formidable  attack  A\\^l  ever  ;wa3 
prepared  against  this  or, any  other  country^. 
— pr,  extending  \\U  vieyv's  beyond  the  limit* 
ed  horizon  of  security  ,at  home,  he  ende^ 
voured  to  discern  some  pro^pectof  bringif^ 
the  war  to  a  glorious  and  ^uccessfid  ccm- 
clu^^ion,  \y  reducing  the  power  of  Frauce 
and  thereby  ^btalusqg  the  only  chance  of 
a  safe,  solid,  and  permanent  peace^-v-in 
whichever  light  he  considered  the  sobj^t, 
he  was  equaiiy  convinced  that,  whetlier  for 
present  defence  «r  future  offensive  ^r^ 
poses^  it  was  incumbent  .upon  us  to  use  mm 
utmost  .cmdeavours  to  augment  our  re^lar 
arm}!:.  B\j^i  although  no  man  could  b^jjiore 
desirous  of  proi||ioting  the  accoippliiwieat 
of  this  important  object,'  yet  he  felt  tha^t  to 
^oppose  the  present  bill  was  perfectly  conr* 
sistent  with  that  desire  ;  because  he  walk 
convinced  that,  whiUt  it  would  be  profduc- 
tive  of  much  mischief,  pjuch  vexation.and 
injustice  to  the  country,  it  vv<?uldbe,£bu«4' 
to  be  perfectly  inadequate  to  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended  \  and  tbat^ 
would  not  add  one  jnau  to  the  army,  ii^po 
might  not  be  obtained  without  ba^if)g  ret" 
course  to  this  vexatious  .mode  of  proce^* 
ing  :  or  if  it  did  raise  any  men  that  would 
not  oth^nwise  be  procured,  they  would  he 
either  0^*0  vile  a  de^cripiioiv,  or  procured 
by  meaiis^  so  detestable,  that  beii\gf|S  he  wa^ 
a  warm  advocate  both  for  increasiug  tjbe 
strength  and  also  for  mainijaining  the  credit 
and  reputation  of  the  army,  bQ  should  wish 
to  spare  it  the  disgrace  of  being  sp  recruit*? 
ed. — It  was  not  his  inte^itio^,  he  sai4^  to^ 
comment  at  any  length,  upon  (he  9irci|D;(n 
stances  which  had  preced^  th^  intioduOi» 
tion  of  the  present  bill.  He  was  far  (ro/p^ 
feeling  any  s;irprise  when  he  lately  ^uod 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  is  t^e  a^u(hpc 
of  it,  bad  abandoned  hf^  jntentioapf  rfi^ 
dering  ballots  perosanept.  What  surprised 
him  was,  not  that  he  should  have  given,  ))y|^ 
thi>  design,  but  that  he  sbould  ever  b^ 
entertained  it.  From  what  be  reco11ec;(e4 
the  right  hon.  gent*  to|»ave  said  in  the, 
course  of  a  debate  which  took  place.&oi|^ 
months  ago  on  ih^  subj^ect  of  the  VqUu^tf^e^* 
exemptions,  it  did  appei^  that  he  \yAs  «(v^ 
tben  aware  that  scarcely  ^fly  of  t^e  bsdJotad 
noen  served  in  person  ;  ^nd.be  tl^j;;e(Qifl)  • 
had  been  considerably  surprized  >  w^ien  h^ 
afterwards  beard  him  pro^se  to  rep4^ 
permanent  that  vexy  system  of  l^alioi^agi 
the  inefbcacy  of  which  he  bad  thus  ac^nov^ 
ledged.  He  thought,  hpwi|v^r,  tt^itj^^ 
right  hon*  g^nt.  deserved  gceat  fc^^%| 
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tfee-readiBess  witt  wfcich  he  had  allowed 
himself  to  be  induced,  by  the  further  in- 
formation that  he  had  obtained  since  he 
camft  iiito  office,  to  abandon  the  principal 
feature  of  a  plan,  which  only  two  or  three 
weeks  before  hebkd  actually  communicated 
in  detail  to  this  house  as  the  result  of  long 
and  mature  reflexion  upon  the  sirbject.  But 
in  giving  h;m  due  credit  for  this  change, 
justice  required  that  he  should  remind  him 
of  the  obfigations  he  was  under  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  fof  having 
been  the  means  of  sparing  hinl  the  morti- 
ficatit)n  that  he  wouM  have  experienced 
if  he  had  persisted  in  his  original  plan  of 
permanent  ballots  5  a  plan,  which,  even  if 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.;  gent,  as 
.  imimster,  would,  he  doobted  not,  have  been 
^e^tbbated  and  rejected  by  all  sides  of  the 
ttotise;  It  was  but  jtret,  he  said,  that  the 
right  hon^*  gent,  and  the  house  should  re- 
collect, that  the  rnformation  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  make  so  complete  a  chatjge 
in  htt  measure;  was  a  return,  moved  for 
by  his  rrght  hota.  friend,  of  ill  men  raised 
iiJider  the  fesen^e  act,  distinguishing  tlie 
8tibsititntes '  from  the  balloted  men  who 
^rved  in  person.  Biit  without  further 
inquiring  who  was  entitled  to  the  praise  of 
having  been  most  instrumental  to  putting 
an  end  to  the  ballot,  he  heartily  rejoiced 
that  it  had  been  put  an  end  to.  When  he 
said  thi^,  he  was  far  firom  meaning  to  blame 
those  who  had  introdnced  it ;  for,  what- 
cvter  objections  he  might  have  entertained 
-against  the  organization  of  the  army  of  re- 
serve, he  certainly  had  thought  that  the 
late  ministers  were  entitled  to  praise  for 
havrn^g  had  recourse  to  the  ballot,  as  a 
-temporary  experiment,  und^r  the  pressure 
of  a  great  emergency.  Experience  how- 
evtr  had  proved  it  to  be  much  less  efficient 
and  fnore  mischievous  than  he  had  fore- 
seen that  it  would  be,  and  he  rejoiced  that 
it  was  now  abandoned. — ^The  present  plan 
was  certainly  less  vexatious  and  less  op- 
pressive than  the  ballots ;  it  was.  however 
to  a  gre^  degree  vexations  anti  op- 
Jyressive,  and  it  was  not  t6  be  justified 
upon  the  plea  of  state  necessity,  beoflHtse  he 
■  was  convinced  that  it  would  do  tffe  state 
no  service.  He  really  believed  that  if  go- 
^rernment  would  adopt  what  had  been  so 
yr^eatedly  suggested  by  his  right  hon. 
lirlend  (Mr.  "^ndham)  on  the  subject  of 
recruiting  the  army,  —  if  they  would  put 
»an  end  to  alF'competition  firom  other  de- 
scriptiioms  of  ferce ;  if  they  would  remove 
^^  strong  objectbns  that  men  now  feel  to 
'Ifie  regular  army,  arising  chiefly  from  the 
circtnnstancei  of  Aeir  being  bound  for.life. 


antl  liable  to  West- India  service  ;  if  thejr 
would  increase  the  inducements  to  the  people 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  military  profes- 
sion, by  making  an  ample  and  liberal  pro*- 
vision  for  every  man  whoshould  have  servcfd^ 
his  country  faithfully  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  so  that  the  situation  of  a  retired 
-soldier  might  be  regarded  as  an  enviable 
condition  J — if  the  government  would  adopt 
all  these  recommendations, of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  he  really  believed  that,  notwith*^ 
standing  the  new  and  extraordinary  situa* 
tion  in  which  we  And  ourselves  in  cense- 
quence  of  the  events  of  the  last  ten  year% 
we  should  have  no  occasion  to  have  re- 
course tcrcompulsory  means  for  the  recruit* 
ing  of  our  army.  But  this  be  was  sure  of, 
that  if  compulsibn  was  or  ever  should  be- 
come necessary,  it  must,  in  order  to  do 
any  good,  be  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  what  was  now  proposed.  He  could 
conceive  no  ^rtwo/com pulsion  short  cither 
of  an  absolute  military  conscription,  such 
as  is  established  in  Prussia,  in  Austria,  or  m 
France;  or  a  system  of  ballots,  with  a  fine 
in  default  of  personal  Service  so  high  as  to 
be  beyond"  the  ability  of  the  lower  orders  to 
pay,  and  accompanied  by  the  most  severe 
and  effectual  laws  for  the  prevention  of  all 
associations  or  subscriptions  for  insurance 
against  ballot.  .  He  sincerely  hoped  that  we 
should  never  in  this  country  be  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  eitlter 
of  these  methods ;  but  he  was  sure  that 
any  system  of  compulsion  short  of  these, 
must  be  wlrolly  ineffectual.  With  respect  to 
the  present  plan,  it  was  neither  one  thing 
nor  the  other  :  it  greatly  increased,  instead 
of  abolishing,  the  competition ;  it  held  out 
no  additional  inducement,  and  as  to  com- 
pulsion, there  was  just  enough  of  it  to  be 
vexatious  and  unjust  towards  the  parishes, 
but  not  enough  to  procure  men.  Whea 
he  said,  that  even  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  Europe,  he  did  not  believe 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  have  recourse  to 
compulsion  for  keeping  up  our  regular  and 
embodied  fdrce,  he  did  not,  however, 
mean  to  say,  that  it  was  safe  for  us  to  trujjt 
entirely  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
either  to  an  army  recruited  by  the  means 
which  he  proposed,  or  to  the  mere  voluntaryr 
exertions  and  zeal  of  the  people  to  co- 
operate with.  The  immense  increase  of  the 
power  of  France ;  the  military  conscription 
established  in  that  country,  by  which  its 
government  is  enabled  to  augment  its  armfy 
to  any  possible  extent  ;  and  the  dispirited 
and  di<ijointed  state  of  the  continent,  wbidi 
does  at  present^and  may  continue  hereafter 
to  leave  them  at  Hberty  to  employ  the  gtcater 
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part  of  their  force  against  uit,  bad  cer- 
tainly rendered  it  oecessary  that  we  should 
adopt  some  more  sure,  permanent,  and  ef- 
fectual means  of  providing  for  our  defence 
than  any  that  have  hitherto  been  resorted 
to.  ^nder  these  circumstances  he  was 
convinced  that  it  had  become  expedient  to 
irest  in  lhecrowp»  the  power  of  compelling 
#11  men  of  a  certain  age  to  learn  the  use 

.  •farms,  and  of  arraying  and  calling  oat 
this  great  national  force,  in  case  of  actual 
iavasiofw  to  any  way  that  might  be  most 
efficient  for  the  purpose  of  renelling  it. 
He  was  certainly  an  advocate  for  vesting 
ilhlii^  power  ia  the  crown,  provided  it  be  so 
^egtnaied  and  defined  by  parliament  as  to 
prevent  its.  abuse  ;  to  prevent,  for  instance, 
the  training  being  enforced  beyond^  what 
is  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  its  in- 
terfering with  the  ordinary  occupations  of 
tiie  people,  to  prevent  any  men  being 
called  above  four  or.  five  miles  at  most 
from  their  home,  except  in  case  of  actual 
invasion,  and,  finally,  to  prevent  the  gra- 
^ions  of  society  being  confounded,  or  any 
person  being  placed  in  a  situation  inconsist- 
cnt  with  the  rank  which  he  holds  in  civil 
life,  by  an  arbitrary  or  capricious  exercise 
of  the  po^iper  of  calling  upon  him  to  act  in 
defonce  of  the  country.  To  sach  a  power, 
sa  defined  and  regulated  by  parliament,  he 
not  only  had  no  objection,  baton  tlie con- 
trary, he  believed  it  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  placing  us  in  a  state  of  perma* 

.  nent  tecurily.  With  respect,  therefore,  to 
tdxe  training  and  arraying  that  species  of 
force,  which  is  ta  be  called  oubonly  in 
case  of  actual  invasion^  he  was  in  favour 
of  a  system  of  o^m/u/^  compulsion;  but  for 
^applying  lihepermanentl)r  embodied  army, 
Ibe  would  attempt  no  species  of  compubion 
-whatever,  until  we  had  tried  the  system  of 
increasing  the  encouragement  and  of  re- 
moving the  objections  to  the  service,  and 
of  destroying  all  competition  against  it,  by 
making  it  impossible  for  men  to  enjoy  any 
€if  the  honours^  distinctions^  advantages, 
or  gratificationa  of  a  soldier's  life,  without 
entering  into  the  regular  army.-^It  might, 
bowever,  be  said,  tiiat  the  present  is  not  a 
^rttem  of  cempulsion.  Why  Certainly,  if 
ttie  act  should  invariably  be  carried  into 
exectttion^  without  any  of  those  abuses 
.  whicKmany  gentlemen  so  justly  apprehend, 
it  was  tsue,  duit  no  individual  would  be 
compelled  to  enter  the  service  against  his 
yviU.  Bat  it  undoubtedlj^  was  a  system  of 
cooipukion  and  of  injustice,  with  respect 
to  the  parishes,  who  are  to  be  fined,  not 
only  if  they  are  unwilling,  but  also,  if  they 
>ce  niiable  |o  £ad  men  ^  and^  he  thougjbt  it 


worthy  of  remark,  that  the  desorlption  of 
parishes  that  will  lie  most  exposed  to  the 
penalties  of  the  act,  are  precisely  those 
which  are  most  deserving  of  praise  and  re- 
ward. The  habits  of  idleness  and  tempo* 
rary  distress  being  amongst  the  most  pre- 
valent  causes  that  induced  men  to  enlist, 
it  was  certain,  that  those  districts,  where 
the  great  landed  proprietors,  and  other' 
opulent  pefsons,  displayed  the  greatest 
share  of  active  benevolence,  in  promoting 
the  industry,  increasing  the  comforts,  and 
relieving  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants, 
would,  m  general,  be  the  districts  where 
it  would  be  most  difficult  to  procure  the 
quota  i  and  the  very  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  country  owes  ttese  blessings  would 
therefore  be  fined  for  the  effects  of  their 
own  munifie^nce  and  charity.  And  what 
were  we  to  gain  by  all  this  vexatioas:|ind 
disgusttn]^  system?  After  pacing  the  great«* 
est  attehtion  to  every  thing  that  had  been 
said  in  favour  of  this  measure,  it  appeare4 
to  him  that  the  expectation  of  its  efficacy  in 
raismg  the  men  in  the  first  instance,  rested 
entirely  upon  two  grounds,  ist,  that  by 
meaus  of  this  bill,  you  would  obtain  the  as* 
sistance  and  infiWnce  of  the  people  of 
landed  property  in  each  parish,  and  2dly, 
that  you  would  increase  the  number  of 
active  recruiters  beyond  what  you  could 
possibly  have  in  any  other  way.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  influence  of  the  landed  pro- 
prietors, upon  whom,  in  default  of  raising 
the  men,  the  fines  will  fall,  he  must  re« 
mark  in  the  first  place,  that  excepting  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  perhaps  im 
some  parts  of  Ireland,  there  were  very  few^ 
if  any,  families  in  the  kingdom,  whose  in- 
fiueiKe  oper  the  lower  orders,  if  fairly  and 
honourably  exerted,  was  such  as  to  enable 
i  hem  to  send  many  men  to  the  army  .^  And 
did  his  Majesty's  ministers  expect,  that  the 
threat  of  a  paltry  fine  was  the  way  to  taXL 
forth  the  exertions  of  men  of  the  description 
that  possess  this  influence  }  If  government 
wished  to  obtain  their  assistance  in  recruit- 
ing, they  must  be  appealed  to  inadifife- 
rent  manner.  But  it  was  said,  that  you 
would*  at  least,  obtain  one  active  recruiter 
in  evety  parish  ;  and  it  was,  he  believed, 
an  old  maxim  with  persons  experienced  in 
that  business,  that  the  more  recruiters  the 
more  recruits*  This  might,  to  a  great  de- 
gree, be  the  case ;  he  really  believed  that 
the  army  could  not  supply  as  large  a  num- 
\  ber  of  recruiting  parUes  as  were  neces» 
sary ;  and  he  therejore  agieed  witb  the 
author  of  the  bill  in  tliinking,  that  it  might 
be  very  desirable  to  have  other  persons 
empl(^ed  in  this  servic^^  e^lusive  of  the 
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regular  regimental  parties  :  but  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  having  recourse  to  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the   poor,  was, 
in  every  respect,    the   very    worst  mode 
that     could    be    devised,    and     that    an 
equal  number  of  persons  Tar  less  objeclion- 
able   and  more  efficient  for  the  purpose, 
might  be  obtained'by  thb  very  same  means 
on  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  chiefly  relied 
for  calling  forth  the  active  exertions  of  the 
parish  officers.   For  when,  in  the  former  de- 
bates, it  wasobjected  that  in  cases  where  they 
"were  active  in  endeav9uring  to  raise   their 
quota,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  they  might 
be  guilty  of  much  oppression  ;  and    that 
in  (^her  cases,  where  they  did  not  choose 
to  have  recourse  to  such  mc*ans,  they  would 
probably  make  no  exertion  at  all  5  the  rt. 
hon.  gc-nt.  in  repl)^  to  the  last  objection  had 
said,  that  he  should  find  meatrs  of  quicken- 
ing their  activity,  by  giving  tbem  a  reward 
of  so  much  per  man  ;  and  it  was  upon  this 
fippeal   to    their   interest,   that  he  seemed 
chiefly   to  rely.      But  by  this  very  same 
means,  you  might  get  as  many  men  as  you 
pleased,  who  would  be  far  better  recruiters 
than  the  parish  officers,  and  would  not  be 
liable  to  the  same  objections.    There  was  a 
great  deal  of  popular  otitcry  against  crimps, 
and  certainly  he  was  as  desirous  as  any  man 
conld  be,  that  the  abuses  and  mal  practices 
which  these  people  were  accused  of  being 
guilty  of  should  be  prevented  5  but,  if  in- 
stead of  using  the  appellation  of  crimp,  con- 
nected  as  it  is  with  the  idea  of  all   these 
abuses,  he  was  called  upon  to  give  his  opi- 
nion, with  respect  to  the  policy  of  employ- 
ing persons  who  made  recruiting  their  trade, 
he  should  certainly  say  that  he  was  very  far 
indeed  from  wishing    to    abolish  ihat  de- 
sripdon  of  men.    He  should,  on  the  contrary, 
\Hsh  their  number  to  be  much  increased  ; 
hot  at  the  same  time,  put  under  such  regu- 
Jatipnb  as  should  give  govt.,  the  power  of  ef- 
fectually preventing  thefie  abuses  that  are 
now  complained  of.     What  these  regula- 
tions might  be,  he  was  not  prepared  exactly 
to  point  out  5  nor  was  it  necessary  that  be 
•  should  5  but  amongst  others,   he  thought  it 
would   be  very  desirable  that   no    person 
should  be  allowed    to  enlist  men  for  the 
army  without  a  licence,  which  would  not 
be  granted  to  men  of  profligate  characters, 
and  which  would  be  immediately    taken 
away   upon    any   proof    of   malpractices. 
Supposing  no  undue  means  to  be  used  on 
either  side>  it  was  natural  that  persons  of  the 
description  tliat  he  alluded  to  should  in  ge- 
neral be  more  successful  than  parish  officers, 
both  because  recruiting  requires  a  certain 
talent  which  the  latter  10  geneial  will  not 
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possess  in  the  same  degree  als  men  yrko 
make  it  their  professicmj  and  also,  because 
it  undoubtedly  is  necessary  that  those  who 
are  employed  in  it  should  associate  with»tho 
lower  orders  in  a  way  that  would  be  dis^ 
gracefbl  in  a  parish  officer.     For  both  these 
reasons,    therefore,   these  recruiters^  would 
get  many  men  whom  the  parish  ofliccw 
would  not  get;   whereas  if  the  latter  got 
rpen  that  the  former  could  not,  it  amst  b^ 
by  the  exercise  of  that  species  of  tyranny, 
which   many  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
against  the  bill  were  so  justly  appreh^sive 
of.     Parish  officers  and  raagisbrates,  if  not 
employed  in  the  way  that  was  intended  by 
this  bill,  would  have  a  watcbfol  and  jealous 
eye  over  the  conduct  of  the  recruiters,  and 
would  remain  in  every  respect  in  their  natu- 
ral situation  of  guardians  and  protectors  of 
the  poor ;  whereas  by  the  present  bill  it  be^ 
comes  the  interest  of  the  magistrates  to  con- 
nive at  these  abuses,  and  the  more  direct  and 
immediate  intewgt  of  the   parish   officers, 
either  to  encourage  crimping  in  others,  or 
to  practise  it  themselves.     Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  he  decidedly  objected  to  the  pro- 
|5osed  plan  of  raising  the  men,  as  holdii^ 
out  no  prospect  whatever  of  any  one  advan- 
tage which  might  not  be  as  effectunjly  ob- 
tained without  any  pf  the  mischief,  the  op- 
pression and  injustice,  with  which  this  bill 
.was  pregnant.— Having  thus  stated  his  dis- 
approbation of  this  mode  of  attempting  to 
raise  the  men  in  the  first  instance,  he  should 
now  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  use  that  was  intended  to  be  made  <rf 
them  when  raised ;  and,  in  the  first  place, 
he  must  object  to  enlisting  men  for  a  service 
limited  both  as  to  titnc  ^nd  place,  with  the 
design  of  afterwards  putting  them  into  a  si- 
tuation where  they  would    be    constantly 
urged  by  their  own  officers  to  extend  their 
engagements  tb  a  service  in  every  respe<it 
unlimited.     This  was  a  mode  of  recruiting 
the  regular  army  which  nothing  but  absolute 
necessity  would  induce  him  to  consent  to ; 
for  he  could  consider  It  .as  no  other  than  a 
premeditated  system  of  inveigling  men  into 
the  service.  But  it  might  be  said,  thai  this  cib- 
jection  did  not  come  very  well  from  him.  who 
had  frequently  expressed  himself  favourablts 
to  recrujtini?  out  of  the  militia.  He  certainly 
did  think  that  when  that  measure  had  been 
adopted  last  war  as  a  teniporafy  expedient, 
it  was  perfectly  justifiable.    He  also  thought 
that  it  ought  again  to  be  resorted  to  on  the 
present  occasion,  instead  of  the  gradual  re- 
■  duction  proposed  by  the  right  boo  gent.,  of 
which  he  would  say  a  word  or  two  by  and 
by.     If,  as  appeared  to  be  the  case,  parlia- 
ment was  of  opinion,  that  the  regular  army 
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had  not  jfii  attained  its  proper  strength  and 
otight  to  be  innmediately  augmented,  that 
on  the  other  hand  the  militia  had  been  in- 
creased beyond  its  proper  Uroits,  and  ought 
to  be  brought  back  to  its  original  establish  - 
ment,  be  certainly  thought  it  highly  desira* 
ble  that  the  reduction  of  the  one  should  be 
nade  instrumental  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  other.  But  he  did  not  see  that  his  ap- 
probation of  what  had  been  done  in  this  re- 
spect last  war,  or  his  recommendation  of 
having  recourse  to  volunteers  from  the  mili- 
tia oi\  the  present  occasion,  were  at  all  in- 
consistent with  his  objections  to  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill.  Id  the  first  place,  what 
had  been  done-  then,  or  was  now  proposed 
by  hirn,  were  temporary  measures,  both 
adopted  under  the  pressure  of  sudden  emer- 
gencies, and  the  latter  arising  out  of  cir- 
cumstances that  could  not  again  occur  \ 
i^vhilst  the  plan  proposed  by  the  present  bill 
was  of  a  permanent  nature.  The  situation 
of  the  men  who  were  thus  called  upon  to  vo- 
lunteer from  the  miHtia  to  the  army,  was 
also  wholly  different  from  that  of  the  men 
of  these  second  battalions.  What  he  should 
propose,  for  instance,  with  respect  to  the 
militia,  would  be  simply  to  write  a  circular 
letter  from  the  war  office  to  the  colonels  of 
each  regiment,  stating  that  parliament  hav- 
ing come  to  a  resolution,  that  the  militia 
ODght  to  be  reduced  to  its  old  establishment, 
H  had  been  resolved^  that  a  number  equal  to 
the  ekc^iss  above  that  establishment  should 
be  allowed  a  bounty  for  entering  into  any 
regiment  of  the  army ;  which  letter  should 
be  read  by  the  commanding  officer  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment.  The  house  nrnght 
feel  assured  that  in  such  a  case  the  militia 
officers  would  not  use  any  undue  means  to 
prevail  on  their  men  to  leave  them ;  an^ 
that  those  who  refused  to  go  would  not  be 
reproached  by  their  comrades  who  remained ; 
so  that  the  enlistment  into  the  army  would 
really  be  the  effect  of  their  own  pure  un- 
biassed inclination ;  whereas  in  these  se 
cond  battalions  the  men  would  be  con- 
stantly living  under  the  command  of  offi 
cers  who  would  feel  it  their  interest  to  In- 
duce them  to  extend  their  services  be- 
yond the  term  of  their  original  compact  Or 
intention.  It  would  be  ^he  interest  of  the 
officers  to  do  so,  both  because  it  would 
probably  b^  a  means  of  recommending 
themselves  to  the.favour  of  govt.,  and  also 
because  they  would  feel  more  anxioiis 
about  the  first  battalion  than  the  second, 
considering  their  .situation  in  the  one  as 
only  a  passage  to  the  other.  A  lieutenant 
colonel,  for  instance,  commanding  the  se* 
cond  battalion,  aud  knowing  that>  except- 


ing only  in  case  of  invasion  (which  wonid 
not  always  be  con<«idered  as  probable  as  at 
present),  he  could  never  have  an  opportu* 
nity  of  leading  it  against  tho  enemy,  would 
be  looking  forward  with  impatience  to  the 
time  of  his  being  promoted  to  the  com* 
mand  of  the  first  battalion,  and  would  use 
all  his  influence  with  the  men  under  his 
command  to  prevail  on  them  to  enlist  into 
it  first,  with  a  view  to  his  finding  it  com- 
plete and  efficient  when  he  came  to  the 
command;  aixl  under  such  circumstances 
It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  men  would  be 
fairly  lefi  to  a  free  option.-^But  still 
stronger  than  his  objection  to  the  nature 
of  this  force,  was  his  objection  t(t  its 
amount.  If  this  bill  was  adopted,  we 
should,  including  militia,  have  a  perma- 
nent body  of  140,000  men  engaged  in  a 
service  limited  botli  as  to  time  and  place» 
creating  an  enormous  and  fatal  competition 
against  the  regular  army.  Some  gentle* 
men,  indeed,  contended  that  the  men  who 
composed  the  home  army  were  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  would  not  have  entered  the  miU- 
tary  profession  at  all  if  they  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so  without  being  ex- 
posed to  foreign  service.  But  if  they  would 
take  the  trouble  of  considering  the  causes 
which  induced  men  to  become  soldiers,  they 
would  have  reason  to  conclude  that  a  very 
great,  and  perhaps  by  far  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  the  men  who  now  enter  for  home  ser- 
vice  by  preference,  would  have  gone  into 
the  regular  army  if  the  former  had  not  ex- 
isted. The  motives  which  induced  men  to 
t)ecome  soldiers  were  either  idleness  and  va- 
nity, or  temporary  distress,  or  a  pure  ardr\it 
military  spirit;  the  latter  being  indeed  the 
most  honourable,  and  ihat  which  prod  a  re  1 
the  best  soldiers,  but  the  two  former  be.t)£ 
the  most  prevalent  and  fertile  sources  of  rt  - 
cruiting.  By  far  the  greater  number  of 
men  would,  on  inquiry,,  be  fpund  to  have 
enlisted  either  because  they  liked  the  idle 
lite  and  the  splendid  dress  of  a  soldier  better 
than  the  drudgery  and  obscurity  of  follow- 
ing the  plough  or  any  other  laborious  pro* 
fession,  or  becai^e  by  the  temporary  de* 
cline  or  suspension  of  some  manufactory 
they  had  been  thrown  out  of  bread,  and 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  army  for  iro- 
medute  subsistence.  But  although  the 
great  St  part  of  both  tliese  descriptions  of 
men,  if  tiiey  had  not  the  option  of  home 
service,  would  be  willing  to  enlist  into  the 
regular  army  for  a  limited  tiiae  (pardea* 
larly  if  they  could  do  so  without  the  risk  Xii 
being  sent  to  the  West  Indies),  ytt  tk^ 
will  natunUy  prefer  the  former  if  open  to 
theib^.  becaott  in  ii^  without  leaving  their 
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Tistive  country,  they  will  find  their  idle  pro- 
pengities  as  fuily  gratified,  or  their  temporar/ 
distress  as  anaply  relieved^  as  if  they  had  en* 
gaged  io  a  service  of  a  more  extensive  na- 
ture :  and  thus^  by  the  establisbtnent  of  a 
large  honae  army,  you  cut  off  from  the  re- 
l^lar,  many  of  the  most  productive  sources 
of  reeruittng.^— But  in  answer  to  all  the  rea- 
•oning  that  had  been  urged  in  opposition  to 
this  measure,  its  advocates  appealed  to  the 
test  of  experience  -,  contending  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  array  of  reserve  act  (of  which 
they  considered  this  as  a  great  improvement) 
bad  sufficiently  exemplified  the  advantage- 
oos  ejects  of  such  a  system  of  recruiting : 
and  they  altedged  that  by  that  act  we  had 
raised  35,000  men>  whom  we  could  not  have 
raised  by  any  other  means,  13,000  of  whom 
bad  abeady  been  induced  to  enter  into  regi- 
ments of  the-  line.  Fcm:  his  own  part,  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  the  army  of  re- 
serve act  had  procured  us  a  single  man  (ei- 
ther for  home  or  general  service),  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  willing  to 
enlist  into  the  regular  army  for  a  limited 
term  of  years,  with  the  exception  only  of 
the  very  small  number  who  had  been  £:>rced 
into  it  by  the  direct  operation  of  the  ballots, 
which  are  now  abolished,  and  of  those  who 
had  been  tempted  by  the  enormous  high 
bonnties,  which  the  authots  of  the  present 
bill  very  properly  proposed  to  put  a  stop  to. 
With  respect  to  those  men  who,  after  hav- 
ing entered  the  reserve,  have  refused  to  go 
any  further,  it  was  said  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  that  these  were  men  who 
could  not  by  any  means  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  have  engaged  for  service  out  of  the 
Jcingdom.  How  they  were  to  prove  this  as- 
aertion  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  j  for  in  his 
opinion  their  remaining  in  the  reserve  did 
not  by  any  means  shew  that  they  had  an  un- 
conquerable aversion  to  foreign  service,  but 
merely  that  their  desire  of  going  abroad  was 
not  8Q  eager  as  to  induce  dhera  to  exchange 
a  service  in  which  they  would  become  their 
own  masters  again  in  four  or  five  years,  for 
one  to  which  they  must  bind  themselves  for 
life.  This  consideration  would  prevent 
many,  even  of  those  who  wished  to  extend 
the  sphere  of  their  action,  from  entering 
into  the  regulars :  and  even  if  the  term  of 
the  engagement  in  the  line  was  not  for  a 
greater  nuoober  of  years  than  in  the  reserve, 
)ret  he  shoijld  not  at  all  agree  that  a  man's 
refusing  to  go  from  the  oiie  to  the  other  did 
by  any  meaaa  anoount  to  a  proof  that  he  had 
•o  unconfutable  an  aversion  to  foreign  ser* 
▼ice,  as  would  have  prevented  him  l>ecQ|S|- 
ing  a  soldier  at  ail  If  he  had  not  had  an  op- 
porlonity  of  doing  so  without  «x^osiog  btiift- 


self  to  be  sent  abroad  i  it  would  pnly  shew 
that,  having  the,  choice  of  the  two,  lie  ra- 
tber  preferred  staying  at  home,  and  that  all 
his  ends  being  answered  in  the  home  service 
he  did  not  consider  the  additional  bounty  as 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  go  further.  But 
the  advocates  of  the  present  measure  not 
only  maintained  thai  the  men  who  reinaia 
in  the  reserve  are  men  whose  services  coul/l 
not  have  been  obtained  at  all  in  any  other 
way,  but  alM)  that  the  13,000>  who  have 
gone  from  thence  into  the  regular  army^ 
could  not  have  been  brought  into  it  ex-i 
cept  through  the  medium  of  this  wean- 
ing system.  In  attempting,  however,  to 
illustrate  the  admirable  effects  of  it^^  they 
had  proved  too  mudi  -,  for  the  extreme  quick- 
ness with  which,  as  th^  say,  these  i3,00a 
men  hid  been  thus  induced  to  enter  the  re- 
gular army,  plainly  shewed  that  their  doing 
so  was  not  owing  to  this  aort  of  weaning 
which  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  should  ^ 
have  been  ejected  in  so  short  a  tknew  The 
fact  was  that,  having  been  originally  deter- 
mined to  go  into  tiie  regulars^  they  passed 
through  the  reserve  merely  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  additional  bounty.  A  man,  for  in- 
stance, who  wished  to  go  into  the  20th,  or 
any  other  regiment,  would  not  be  such  a 
fool  as  to  enter  it  directly  for  a  bounty  pf 
20  guineas,  when,  by  first  going  into  the 
reserve,  he  could  arrive  at  the  very  same  re* 
giment  with  a  bounty  of  from  30  to  50  gui* 
neas.  It  therefore  appeared  to  him  to  be 
quite  clear  that  the  whole  13,000  wou|d 
have  gone  to  the  regular  army  at  any  rate, 
and  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  remaining  20,003  would 
have  done  the  samh,  at  least  for  a  limited 
term  of  years,  if  the  option  of  hoone  service 
had  not  been  held  out  to  them.  But  even 
if  it  was  true  that  there  were  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  country  who  have  an  in- 
superable objection  to  foreign  but  none  to 
home  service,  still  he  contended  that  a  mi- 
litia esublishmcnt  of  40,000  would,  in  hia 
opinion,  be  a  fully  sufficient  receptacle  for 
men  of  that  description  .—He  next  adverted 
to  that  part  of  the  plan  by  which  each  of  the 
battalions  q(  this  home  army  was  to  be  at- 
tached to,  and  form  one  regiment  with  a 
battalion  of  the  line.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt)  seemed  to  think  that  the  intimate 
connexion,  the  sort  of  brotherly  affection 
eMsting  betweea  two  battalions,  the  one  io 
the  East  or  West  Indies,  and  the  other  ia* 
England^  would  be  such  as  to  create  a  much 
greater  disposition  in  the  men  of  the  second  t^ 
enlist  into  the  first  battalion  than  had  beea 
ma&ifested  by  the  men  of  the  army  of  re- 
aerve.  He  wotidd  not  repeat  what  on  a 
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former  day  had  been  «o  well  stated  by  his 
f igbt  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windhacn)  opon  Uiis 
part  of,  the  subject  5  but  to  whatever  degree 
future  experience  might  realize  the  idea,  of 
this  intimate  connexion,  and  the  increased 
disposition  to  entering  the  line  which  tiie 
right  hon.  gent,  expected  iq  result  from  it, 
yet  it  was  quite  clear  to  him,  that  the  incli- 
nation to  a  change  of  situation  would  be 
much  less  frequent  when  restricted  to  another 
bdttalion  of  the  same    regiment,    than    it 
nvould  be  if  the  men  had  the  choice  of  the 
whole  army  left  open  to  them  j  and  therc- 
Ibre  the  right  hon.  gent.,  instead  of  taking 
credit  as  he  had  done,  without  any  draw- 
back for  the  full  amount^  the  increase  that 
might  result  from  the  connexion  between 
the  battalions,  ought  to  set  ofif  against  ic  the 
considerable  diminution  tiiat  would  be  the 
consequence  of  the  restriction.     But  exclu- 
6ive!y  of  the  various  objections  which  had 
^en  already  urged  against  this  plan,  there 
was  one  which  occurred  to  him  and  .appear- 
ed to  be  of  so  much  weight,  that  be  really 
believed  that  the  connexion  of  the  Second 
battalion  with  the  first,  and  of  both  with 
«ome  particular  county   (from  which  the 
fight  hon.  gent,  expected  nothing  but  ad- 
Vantages)    would,  in  many  cases^   operate 
toaore  powerfully  than  any  other  cause  to  im- 
pede the  recruiting  of  the  line,  unless  a  very 
important  change  was  previously  made  jn 
th^nature  of  its  service.     For  the  natural 
consequence  of  this  connexion  would  be, 
that    the  soldiers  of  the  second  battalion, 
and  also  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  to 
Which  it  belonged,  would  be  constantly  in- 
tbrraed,  by  letters  from  their  ftif*nd»  and  ac- 
quaintances in  the  first,  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  its  situation,  which  would   fre- 
qnently  be  described  to  them,  and  truly  de- 
scribed, in  such  a  manner  as  to  take  away 
all  inclination  to  join  it.     He  did  not  mean 
to- allude  to  the  complaints  of  the  severity 
of  the  commanding  officer,  if  he  happened 
to  enforce  a  more  severe  discipline  than  they 
had  been  subjected  to  in  the  home  battalion, 
or  to  any  comparatively  trifling  grievances 
of   that    nature,    but   to  the  melancholy, 
though  not  exaggerated  picture,  which  those 
letters  wonld  fi-tjquenily  contain  of  the  'de- 
plorable condition  of  the  regiment,  sinking 
under  the  baneful  influence  of  a  West  India 
climate.     Nor  wohld  the  check  that  would 
thus  be  given  to  the  recruiting  ctf  the  &rmy 
be  confined  to  the  efftict  produced  upon  the 
second  battalion ;  for  the  object  and  natural 
operation  of  this  plan,  if  it  succeeded  accord- 
ing to  the  projector's  wish,  would  be,  that 
each  regiment  of  the  line  would  by  degretys 
become  chiefly  qomp«sed  of  4[P€n  ^kqn  from 


one  particular  part  of  the  kingdom,  tbeae-* 
cond  battalioHB  being  to  be  recruited  each  in 
its  own  county  and  to  serve  as  a  principal 
nursery  for  the  first.     This  seemed  to  be  a 
favourite  part  of  the  plan  with  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  and  he  confessed  that  he  alt^o  waa^ 
and  always  had  been,  a  friend  to  the  idea  of 
recruiting  regiments  as  much  as   possible 
from  particular  districts,  though  he  should 
have  proposed  a  different  method  of  carry- 
ing it  into  execution.     But  before  he  could 
consider  it  desiraWe  to  have  county  regi- 
ments at  all,  he  thought  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to   make  such  arraiigecnents  as 
should  prevent   their  being  exposed  to  be 
sent  to  the  West  Indies.  It  would  at  any  rate, 
and  under  any  circumstances,  well  become 
the  wisdom  and  the  humanity  of  the  govern- 
ment or  legislature,  to  separate  the  general 
service  of  the  army  from  the  duty  of  these 
unhealthy  islands :  but  that  which  would 
be  desirable  at  any  rate,  was  a  sine  qud  tk&n 
with  respect  to  local  regiments.   It  was  well 
icnown  that  in  every  war  a  great  proportion 
of  our  best  infantry  had  been  sacrificed  to 
that  fatal  climate ;  which  at  one  period  of 
jthe  late  war  in  particular  bad  gone  near  to 
effect  its  total  destruction.     Regiments  that 
went  out  complete  returned  after  twel'  -i-  ur 
fifteen  monihs  in  such  a  state,   that  i!»ey 
were  commonly  and  expressively  called  -fec- 
letons.     If  this  should  happen  to  a  battalion 
of  men  taken  indiscriminately  ajl  over  the 
kingdom,  the  loss,  however  much  to  be  ta- 
mented,  would  not  come  home  wi^h  pecu- 
liar force  to  any  one  county,  nor  produce  so 
powerful  an  etiect  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple:—but  if  a  regiment,  entirely  or  chifHy 
composed  of  men  from  one  particular  r'  ^. 
trict,  should  be  sent  on  such  a  service  and 
perish  in  this  miserable  manner,    wit  hoot 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  signalizing 
themselves  by  any  act  of  valour  or  leaving 
behind  them  any  reputation  to  console  their 
friends  for  the  lofts,  was  it  not  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  inhabits^nts  of  that  district 
would  be  disgusted  with  (he  service  of  the 
army  to  such  a  degree  as  to  put  almost  a  to- 
tal stop  to  the  recruiting  from  it  for  a  gteat 
length  of  time  ?— He  next  adverted  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the  gradual 
reduction  of  the  militia,  to  the  proposed 
slow  and  tardy  method  of  effecting  which 
he  strongly  objected.    The  annual  supply  of 
men  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  hav- 
ing by  experience  been  found  necessary  for 
keeping  up  the  militia  to  its  present  esta? 
blishment,  was  from  two  to  three  thousand; 
and,  therefore,  at  that  rate  it  would  take 
about  seven  years  to  accomplish,  in  themod^ 
uow  p-oppsed,  ^  POP  version  of  20,00^  ml^ 
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litta  into  20,000  men  of  that  description  of 
force  which^the  right  hon.  gent  thought  so 
very  superior  to  the  militia  even  for  the  pur- 
poses of  home  defence.  He  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  upon  what  principle  it  was  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  proposed  so  slow  and 
tedious  a  process  for  the  attainment  of  what 
he  considered  as  so  imporlani  an  improve- 
ment in  our  military  syst^^m ;  of  why  he  did 
not  rather  propose  to  declare  at  once  that 
parliament,  beiog  of  opinion  that  it  was  ex- 
peti!ent^t'>  reduce,  and  in  future  to  limit  the 
militia  to  its  original  standard,  had  decreed 
that  a  nunlbftr  of  men  firom  each  regiment, 
equal  to  the  excess  of  its  present  effective 
strength  over  that  original  establishment, 
should  be  allowed  to  volunteer  into  the  regi- 
iXK*nt8  of  the  line.  By  this  means  you  would 
.obtain  an  immediate  supply  of  upwards  of 
-20,000  disciplined  men  to  till  up  the  ranks 
of  the  rej^ular  army,  which  every  body 
agreed  in  thinking  ought  to  be  augmented  5 
and  even  the  militia  colonels  themselves, 
m^ny  of  whom  he  had  heard  to  declare  that 
it  had  exceeded  its  proper  bounds,  could 
have  no  reason  to  complain  of  its  being  at 
once  brought  l^ack  to  that  number,  beyond 
which  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  pre- 
serve the  purity  of  its  first  constitutional 
principle,  namely,  the  qualification  of  the 
officers.  Neither  could  they,  as  he  appre- 
hended, have  any  just  cause  of  complaint 
a  ainst  this  mode  of  effecting  the  proposed 
reduction  :  for  the  principle  on  which  this 
measutiC  would  be  adopted,  namely,  that  of  • 
reducing  it  to  its  original  establishment, 
would  effectually  prevent  its  being  consider- 
ed as  a  precedept  for  introducing  the  system 
of  recruiting  from  it  after  it  had  been  so  re- 
duced. Nor  could  this  one  draft  fi-om  the 
militia,  if  it  was  done  in  the  way  he  h^d 
•lated  in  the  former  part  of  his  speech,  be 
considered  either  as  a  putting  the  mm  into 
an  unfair  situation,  or  as  likely  to  throw  the 
regiment  into  disorder  even  for  a  time;  for 
he  had  already  said  that  he  would  not  send 
recrolting  Serjeants  to  drink  with  and  de- 
bauch the  men,  but  would  simply  and  ^rly 
give  them  the  choice,  by  publishing  the  act 
of  parliament,  and  offering  them  the  bounty 
In  such  a  manner,  and  through  the  medium 
of  such  persons  as  should  effectually  prevent 
the  exercise  of  any  undoe  means  to  induce 
them  to  avail  themselves  of  it;  To  reduce 
the  militia  in  the  way  he  had  proposed  might 
be  objected  to  by  those  who  thought  it  as 
efficient  for  the  defence  of  the  cottnti7  as 
ttoops  commanded  by  regular  ofiicers  j  but 
*be  could  not  conceive  upon  what  pritseiple  it 
-was  rejected  by  the  right  hon.  gent.,  who 
fvowed  that  the  militia  ought  to  be  reduced 


and  the  army  to  be  augmented;  who,  so 
lately  before  he  came  into  office,  had  de- 
scribed the  enemy's  preparations  for  invad- 
ing us  as  being  of  the  most  formidable  na- 
ture ;  who  had  expressed  himself  so  dis^is^ 
fied  with  the  measures  adopted  by  his  prede- 
cessors for  the  defence  of  thte  country  j  and 
who,  in  his  commendations  of  the  sort  of 
force  proposed  to  be  created  by  this  bill^  had 
told  us  that  although  not  a  single  soldier 
in  this  home  army  should  ever  have  seen  aa 
enemy,  yet,  from  its  being  commanded  by 
experienced  officers,  it  would  be  equal  to  a 
much  larger  number  (if  he  was  not  nduch 
mistaken,  the  right  hen.  gent,  had  ^aid,  to 
almost  double  the  nnttber)  of  militia,  even 
for  purposes  only  of  home  defence.  He 
could  not,  he  said,*  conceive  <how  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  who,  according  to  his  own  de- 
claratioi}s,  must  necessarily  consider  the 
transfer  of  20,000  men  from  the  militia  to 
the  army  as  eqwivalent  to  a  very  considerable 
positive  increase  of  the  military  strength  of 
the  country,  could  possibly,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstanccfi,  prefer  a  mode  of  effecting 
it,  which  would  require  seven  years  in  its 
execution,  to  one  which  might  easily  be 
accomplished  in  half  that  number  of  weeks. 
—Having  thus  stated  his  objectioiis  to  diffe- 
rent parts  oF  diis  bill,  he  must  take  occasion 
to  notice  the  answer  that  it- was  the  ftshion 
to  make  to  his  right  hon.  firiend  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) whep  he  objected  to  all  these  systems, 
namely,  that  he  utiS  very  fond  oi  criticising 
the  plans  of  ministers  but  proposed  none  in 
lieu  of  them.  Now,  in  his  opinion,  every 
really  useful  and  excellent  suggestion  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  and  supporting  the 
army,  was  to  be  found  in  the  speeches  of  his 
right  hon.  friend.  The  difference  between 
his  plan  and  those  which  he  objected  to  was 
this,  that  the  one  was  short  and  simple^  but 
efficacious,  —  the  others  were  operose,  com- 
plicated and  ineffectual.  But  it  seemed  as  if 
ministers  were  alt  very  desirous  of  the  repu- 
tation of  being  the  inventors  of  some  great 
and  ingenious  plan,  and  they  seemed  to  think 
that  a  few  sensible  maxims  written  upon  a 
couple  of  pages  of  paper,  would  not  appear 
sufficiently  important.  Why,  in  God's 
name,  then,  let  them  make  out  a  plan  as 
bulky  and  as  complex  as  this  is,  provided 
only  that  they  would  just  consent  to  annex 
to  it  a  single  sheet  containing  his  right  hon. 
firteDd*8  suggestions,  and  that  they  would  sb 
contrive  the  rest  as  not  to^hwart  or  impede 
their  operation.  The  two,  being  thus  com- 
bhied,  would  remind  him  of  an  automaton 
figure  that  he  had  once  seen  in  Germany, 
which,  upon  being  exhibited,  presented  to 
the  tpectotor  the  appearance  of  the  applica- 
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tioD  of  a  most  comfdicated  machineiy^  in 
which  all  the  mecbaDical  powers  were  cpin- 
bined  io  so  wonderful  a  manoer  as  to  ena* 
Ue  this  aotomatou  to  play  a  game  at  chess  ^ 
whilst  the  contrivante,  by  which  th<:  game 
w^  really  played^  and  which  was  kept  out 
of  sights  was  in  fact  of  a  simple  nalure :  ibe 
complicated  and  useless  machinery  would 
be  represented  by  the  roinister*s  plan>  and 
I  he  simple,  but  effectual  contrivance,  by  that 
of  his  right  hon.  friend.  Let  military  rank, 
military  Utles,  and  military  honours^  be 
con6ned  tp  the  regular  army ;  let  no  other 
species  of  Mtrvice  enjoy  any  of  its  distinc- 
tions, not  even  its  dress ;  let  the  condition 
of  the  ofHccrs^  particularly  in  the  lower 
ranks,  be  improved  and  made  more  suitable 
to  the  place  they  hold  in  society;  let  the  re- 
giments of  the  ^e  be  exempted  from  Wtist 
India  duty,  the  engagement  for  a  term  of 
years  be  substituted  in  lleo  of  that  for  life, 
and  the  condition  of  the  retired  soldier  who 
has  served  for  a  certain  number  of  years  be 
rendered  such  as  to  become  an  enviable  one 
In  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and,  finally,  let 
all  competition  arising  nrom  services  of  a  li- 
mited nature  be  wholly  abolished  or  at  least 
confined  to  a  small  militia.  If  all  these  sug- 
gestions were  adopted,  he  was  convinced 
they  would  prove  the  most  effectual  plan^ 
and  the  only  effectual  one  that  could  be  de- 
vised»  for  keeping  up  our  regular  army ;  or 
if  they  did  not,  then  indeed  he  should  be 
convinced  that  measures  of  absolute  com- 
pulsion roust  be  reverted  to.— There  were 
some  other  topics^  he  said,  not  indeed  form- 
ing aiiy  part  of  this  bUl,  but  the  considera- 
tion of  which  was  so  intimately  connected 
with  that  of  the  subject  now  before  the 
bouse,  that  he  hoped  they  would  excuse  hts 
shortly  repeating  some  things,  which  he  had 
frequently,  upon  former  occasions,  recom- 
mended in  vain..  One  of  these  proposals 
was,  that,  besides  completing  the  regular 
embodied  army  to  whatever  amount  it  might 
be  practicable  or  advisable  to  carry  it,  a  large 
reserve  should  be  prepared  and  kept  in  a 
state  of  readiness  to  join  it  in  case  of  actual 
invasion.  It  was  not  possible,  nor  if  possi- 
ble perhaps  would  it  be  expedient,  even  in 
time  of  war,  to  keep  up,  in  an  embodied 
state,  an  army  as  numerous  as  might  in  that 
event  be  found  necessary ;  and  even  if  it 
was  sufficiently  numerous  at  the  coremence- 
ment  of  the  operations,  it  would  be  highly 
important  that  we  should  have  some  prompt 
and  certain  means  of  supplying  its  losses. 
For,  if  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  landing 
a  very  large  force,  we  roust  expect  that  he 
would  uoaintain  himself  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  and  that  every  effort  would 


be  made  to  support  this  first  attack  by  firesli 
disembarkations.  •  For  both  these  purposes^ 
therefore,  that  is  to  say,  both  for  the  aug* 
mentation  of  the  army  io  the  first  roonaeot 
of  invasion,  and  likewise  for  the  purpose  of 
constantly  preserving  its  strength  uoiropared 
during  the  course  u£  the  operations  which 
would  follow,  he  had  before  proposed,  and 
must  again  recommend,  that  a  very  noroo-  ' 
rous  reserve  should  be  enrolled,  trained  in 
their  respective  parisheii,  and  kept  in  readi- 
ness to  be  incorporated  into  the  regular  regi* 
ments,  but  not  liable  to  be  called  out  until 
the  enemy's  fieets  actually  approached  the 
coast. — Another  means  of  adding  to  the 
strength  and  security  of  the  country,  npoo 
which  he  had  laid  very  great,  stress  on 
former  occasions,  and  relative  to  which  sub* 
sequent  experience  had  fully  confirmed  hiai 
in  every  opinion  he  had  then  expressed,  was 
that  which  might  be  derived  from  a  judi^ 
cious  system  of  fortification.  From  what 
had  lately  passed,  it  appeared  that  a  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr,  Pitt)  would  approve  of 
adopting  this  means  of  defence  only  upon  a 
very  limited  and  economical'scale ;  whereas 
he,  on  the  contrary,  had  in  view  the  exe- 
cution of  a  system,  which  would  oertaioly\ 
be  attended  with  considerable  expense.  But 
as  the  objects  which  he  aimed  at,  if  they 
could  be  accomplished,  would  add  most  es- 
sentially to  our  security,  he  thought  that  par- 
liament would  ill  discbarge  its  duty  to  its  con- 
stituents by  refusing  what  might  be  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  whilst  such  large  soma 
were  constanily  expended  upon  objects  far 
less  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
of  the  state,  in  speaking  upon  this  subject 
he  had  formerly  recommended — J  st,  to  ren^ 
der  really  inattackable  those  parts  of  the 
coast  of  the  narrow  seas  that  are  within 
reach  of  that  species  of  force  with  which  the 
enemy  is  now  preparing  to  attack  tsa  (and 
that  this  was  practicable,  he  would  willii^- 
Iv  undertake  to  prove,  and  pledge  his  pro* 
fessional  character  upon  the  issue) :  2dly, 
so  to  prepare  and  strengthen  tha  country  be- 
tween the  coant  and  tliC  capital,  aswdold 
ensure  our  retarding  the  enemy's  progress 
towards  London,  for  a  sufficient  length  of 
time;  to  enable  us  to  call  forth  the  whole 
strength  of  the  country :  3dly,  to  p^jt  our 
great  magazines  and  arsenals  in  such  a  state 
that  they  could  not  be  taken  or  destroyed 
without  the  forms  of  a  regular  siege;  and, 
4thly,  to  fortify  the  environs  of  the  capital 
itself  in  such  a  manner  as  should  enable  its 
inhabitants,  with  the  assistance  of  a  small 
number  of  regular  troops,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  becoming  master  of  it  even  tn  case 
of  the  main  body  of  our  army  having  bcea 
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Y»b1iged  to  withdraw  for  a  time.— There 
was  another  measure  whidi  he  and  others 
bad  frequently  recommended^  namely,  the 
more  general  arming  and  training  of  the 
pec^k.  To  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
to  a  certain  extent,  he  thought  the  right 
hon.  gent,  was  pledged  by  the  opinion  he 
batd  expressed  in  a  debate  which  took  place 
very  shortly  before  his  coming  into  office*. 
He  therefore  expected  that  he  would  bring 
forward  some  proposal  for  this  purpose  j 
and  he  pledged  himself  to  give  it  his  support, 
aa  heartily  as  if  it  came  from  an  administra- 
tion with  which  he  was  more  satisfied  th.in 
be  or  the  country  had  reason  to  be  with  that 
which  had  lately  been  formed.— He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  opinions  upon  these  topics, 
though  not  imrocdiateif  connected  with  the 
present  bill. ,  To  the  bill  itself  he  should^  in 
every  stage  of  it,  give  his  most  decided  op- 
position; because  it  was  injudicious  in  its 
details,  vexatious  and  unjust  in  its  principle^ 
smd  he  was  convinced  would  be  found  to  be 
totally  insufficient  for  the  attainment  of  its 
object;  and  because*  by  establishing  a  home 
army  of  140,000  men,  enjoying  the  ho- 
Doars,  distinctions^  and  gratifi coitions  of  a 
soldier*s  life,  it  would  raise  a  fatal  competi- 
tion against  the  regular  army. 

Mr.  Bur  land  spoke  also  against  the  bill. 
He  admitted  that  it  might,  in  many  instan- 
ces, be  expedient  during  a  period  of  war,  but 
he  could  not  approve  it  as  a  permanent 
system.  But,  even  in  the  former  case,  he 
was  convinced  that  withobt  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance and  exertion,  to  render  it  efHcient,  it 
v/'juld,  like  the  army  of  reserve  act,  prove 
iocfFectual. 

Mr.  Langham  said,  that  the  bill  could 
not  possibly  receive  any  alteration  in  the 
committee  that  could  reconcile  him  to  its 
principle.  He  wished,  however,  that  ail 
opposition  to  it  might  be  with  held  until  after 
it  bad  passed  through  that  stage. 

Mr.  Robert  H^ard  replied  to  the  arguments 
that  had  been  urged  against  the  bill.  He 
did  not  understand  what  the  hon.  gent,  who 
opened  the  debate  meant  by  saying,  that  an 
this  bill  there  was  no  novelty.  It  had  be- 
come the  fashion  to  talk  in  this  manner ; 
bat  was  not  the  destructic*n  of  the  ballot  a 
novelty  ?  The  gent,  who  followed  (Mr.  P. 
Moore)  had  harangued  upon  the  measures 
pursued  by  James  IL.  but  where  the  resem- 
blance between  hi^  measures  and  the  present 
one  existed,  he  was  really  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive. A  right,  hon.  gent,  however  (Mr. 
Yorke)^  though  not  friendly  to  the  bUI^ 
bad  discovered  in  St  a  very  novel  principle^ 
namelyy  thai  of  doing  away  ballots  &  pnn- 


ctple  which  he  conceived  to  constitute  a  ma- 
terial difference  between  this  and  all  prece- 
ding measures  on  the  subject^  and  which 
would  go  to  obviate  the  oppressive  principle 
so  grnerally  the  subject  of  complaint.  Some 
gentlemen  argued  against  the  bill,  as  going 
to  constitute  in  the  country  a  great  standing 
army ;  while  others  again  opposed  it  princi- 
pally because  it  did  not  go  to  create  a  stand- 
ing army  j  between  such  contrariety  of  opi- 
uioDS  upon  the  tendency  of  the  same  mea- 
sure, it  was  indeed  difficult  to  draw  a  line 
of  reconciliation.  The  hon.  officer  (CoL 
Craofiird)  who  spoke  last,— and  for  contest- 
ing with  whom  upon  military  subjects,  be 
perhaps  ought  to  apologize-— seemed  to  think 
the  mode  of  raising  men  through  the  inter- 
ference of  parish  officers  utterly  .objection- 
able^ and  lik^y  to  be  productive  of  no  good 
effect.  He  did  not  pretend  to  question  the 
skill  of  experienced  officers,  whose  profes- 
sional business  it  was  to  manage  troops  after 
they  were  raised  ;  but  he  must  claicn  the 
privilege  of  exercising  his  judgment  as  a 
private  member  of  parliament,  upon  the 
most  likely  mode  of  raising  those  men  in 
the  parochial  districts.  The  hon.  colonel 
seemed  to  think  crimps  a  very  useful  body 
of  men,  who  ought  not  to  be  abolished.  He, 
however,  thought  them,  as  many  other 
members  uniformly  did,  disgraceful  to  the 
service ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  understand, 
that  many  gentlemen  who  had  occasion  to 
raise  men,  were  obliged  sometimes  to  resort 
to  their  aid  5  but  he  thought  the  mode  of 
raising  men  by  the  interference  of  parish 
officers  infinitely  more  eligible,  as  exfempt 
from  the  fraudulent  artifices  so  usual  with 
crimps.  He  contended  that  the  mere  on^- 
aided  wtem  of  recruiting  held  out  no  pro- 
spect of  success,  and  that  the  bill  contained 
provisions  for  the  augmentation  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  which  at  least  ought  fairly  to  be 
put  to  the  trial. 

Mr.  Jekyli  in  explanation  said,  that  there 
was  nothing  novel  in  the  bill  that  could  be 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  the  parish 
officers. 

Colonel  Crau/urd  rose  also  to  explain. 
He  maintained  that  the  bill  would  procure 
no  men  for  the  regular  army  who  would  not 
have  entered  independent  of  it,  and  that 
any  men  which  it  did  procure  would  be 
obtained  by  means  the  moat  detestable.  He 
denied  that  he  had  supported  primping  ge- 
nerally, but  asserted  that  tire  practice  might, 
under  proper  regulations,  be  tolerated. 

Sir  IViliam  Young  objected  to  the  measure 
upon  constitutional  grounds  1  because,  iti 
as  much  as  it  enabled  the  Crown  to  Issue  tta 
orders  to  draw  from  the  coUccto  -s  of  land 
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tax  <hrougboat  the  realm  the  money  for 
raising  those  recruits,  without  any  resort  to 
parliament,  or  any  appeal  to  a  committee  of 
•apply  or  ways  and  means,  it  thereby  enablt^ 
the  Crown  to  levy  an  army  of  68XXX)  men, 
iodej^ndently  of  parliament.  He  would 
not  prtsume  to  say  our  present  gracious 
Sovereign  would  abase  such  a  power,  but  it 
•might  be  transferred  to  ihe  hands  of  other 
princes,  when  it  would  be  liable  to  abuse  ; 
and  parliament,  without  abandoning  the 
most  valuable  of  its  own  privileges,  the  pri- 
vilege of  control,  could  not  rest  such  a 
power  in  any  monarch.  The  bill,  besidts, 
would  impose  upon  the  parish  officer  new 
and  obno'nious  duties.  It  would  render  him 
officially  a  spy  of  the  govt,  on  the  people ; 
it  would  convert  him  into  a  crimp-serjeant  \ 
it  would  oblige  him  to  abandon  his  duties 
over  the  morals,  the  good  order,  and  the  so- 
briety of  his  parish ;  and  it  would  oblige 
him  to  decoy  his  poor  parishioners  to  the 
ale-house,  and  make  them  drunk,  as  the 
crimps  do,  in  order  to.  inveigle  them  to  en- 
list ;  or,  what  was  to'  the  full  as  bad,  they 
would  be  obliged  to  resort  to  the  aid  of 
crimps  ;  besides,  it  would  enhance  the  pa- 
rochial taxes  heavily  on  those  who  are  al- 
ready highly  taxed  for  poor's  rates. 

Mr.  SbaKV  Lefevre  said,  the  Hon.  biirt. 
who  spoke  last,  had  stated  so  forcibly  many 
c^the  objections  wiiich  he  himself  entertain- 
ed against  the  bill,  that  he  felt  it  unnecessary 
to  repeat  them.  But  there  was  another 
point  not  yet  suggested  against  the  bill, 
which  amounted,  in  his  mind,  to  an  insuper- 
able objection,  namely,  that  it  would  go  to 
impose  a  direct  and  permanent  tax  upon  the 
landed  property  of  'the  country,  and  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  that  house  to  guard 
against  such  a  measure  j  nor  should  he  feel 
that  he  discharged  his  duty  to  his  country, 
if  he  had  not  given  it  his  decided  opposition. 
One  principle  he  always  thought  it  necessary 
to  maintain  with  the  utmost  care,  namely, 
that  parochial  taxes  and  public  revenue 
should  be  always  kept  totally  distinct  in  their 
collection  and  application  j  and  he  thought 
it  highly  objectionable  that  parochial  taxes 
should  be  levied  for  raising  a  public  fore?, 
which  should  be  defrayed,  more  properly,  by 
the  revenues  of  the  state.  Another  objec- 
tion to  the  present  bill  was,  that  it  would 
go  to  impose  upon  overseers,  and  other  pa- 
rish-officers, new  duties  infinitely  too  ar- 
duous for  them  to  lindertake,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  already  imposed  upon  them,  and 
which  the  house  would  see,  from  the  volu- 
minous returns  on  the  table,  respecting  the 
poor  of  the  country,  were  sufficiently  ardu- 
ous.   It  would  be  impracticable  in  most,  if 


notin  all  parishes,  to  levy  the  number  of  men 
within  the  time  prescribed.  P^sh  ofhcerg 
would  be  obliged  to  travel  out  of  their  dis- 
tricts to  a  considerable  distance  in  trying  to 
raise  tbosf  men,  and  travelling  expenses  woald 
occur  and  be  charged  on  the  pari&h^  in  spite 
of  the  psovisions  of  an  act  of  parltanfient  ; 
and,  after  all,  the  fine  would  be  incurred 
on  the  failure  of  raising  the  qaantnra  of  men, 
which  must  necessarily  fall  on  the  landed 
property  in  the  end.  For  what,  he  woold 
ask,  were  the  poor's  rates  in  every  parish, 
bat  deductions  from  the  rents,  that  would* 
otherwise  be  payable  to  the  landlord  ?  An- 
other ill  effect  from  the  bill,  woold  be,  (o 
excite  considerable  jealousies  in  parishes 
which  had  already  stood  ballots  for  the  mi* 
litia  and  army  of  reserve,  and  paid  large 
sums  in  fines,  or  for  substitutes  5  which  pa- 
rishes, as  well  as  individoaU  therein,  who 
had  already  paid  fines,  or  fotmd  substitntea* 
would  again  be  liable  to  a  levy  of  a  new  tax, 
for  the  objects  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Richard  Ryder  said,  that  for  the  last 
six  months  nothing  had  been  heard  00 
either  side  of  the  hoi)se  but  the  necessi^ 
of  increasing  our  regular  army.  He  agreed 
that  the  ground  of  constitutional  zeal,  was 
a  fair  ground  of  jealousy  against  a  standing 
army,  but  after  the  opinion  he  had  alluded 
to  on  this  subject,  it  could  not  be  asserted, 
that  our  regular  army  had  reached  a  degree 
of  magnitude,  such  as  to  give  room  fi^r  a  jea- 
lousy of  this  kind.  As  to  the  permanency 
of  this  measure,  the  best  rule  for  proportion- 
ing its  duration  was  the  continuance  of  the 
existing  danger ;  and  he  would  ask,  who 
was  there  that  could  ascertain,  the  limits  of  a 
danger  which,  it  has  been  said,  may  last 
the  life  of  the  youngest  member  of  that 
house?  As  to  the  dai>ger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  a  standing  army,  he  would  ask, 
whether  this  bill  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
parliament  to  suppress  and  destroy  the  force 
that  it  was  now  about  to  organise,  if  at  any 
time  it  should  apprehend  such  danger  from 
it.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  gent,  below 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  whether  he  had  not 
known  and  acted  upon  a  measure  more  se- 
vere than  this,  he  meant  the  army  of  reserve 
act,  of  which  this  was  an  improvement  and 
a  mitigation.  Witli  respect  to  parish-offi« 
cers  they  were  the  persons  who,  from  local 
knowledge,  would  be  most  beneficially,  and 
at  the  same  time  most  safely  intrusted  with 
the  execution  of  the  measure.  That  hon. 
gent,  had,  of  course,  frequently  acted  as 
deputy  lieutenant,  and  in  that  situation,  he, 
the  constables,  and  other  inferior  officers, 
had  alone  the  same  duties  which  he  now 
,  thought  it  too  tnuch  to  impose  on  the  parish 
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-officers.  lo  times  Kk*  the  present,  when 
the  dearest  interests  of  all  were  equally  at 
jBtake,  it  would  not  be  fair  or  just  to  plead 
one  duty  as  ^n  excuse  for  the  non  perform- 
ance of  another.  The  house  was  placed  in 
9. singular  situation,  there  was  no  one  point 
in  which  gentlemen  more  di!*agreed.  Some 
thought  crimps  detestable,  oUicrs  thought 
they  were  necessary ;  some  thought  the 
tnilitia  should  be  rt-daced,  others  thought 
that  it  should  be  kept  up;  some  thought  the 
ballot  useful,  others  thought  that  it  shoiald  be 
destroyed.  He  asked  whether,  from  what 
had  been  experienced,  there  was^ny  ratioti- 
al  ground  to  hope.for  any  plan  that  would 
;gifre  general,  satisfaction  ?  He  asked  whe* 
ther  it  was  not  playing  a  game  in  which 
cur  dearest  interests  Were  involved,  to  throw 
difficulties  in  th6  way  of  every  measure 
proposed  wiih  a  view  to  the  first  object  of 
the  country  ?  If  even  the  measure  militated 
against  what  he  thought  it  would  promote, 
he  thought  the  house  ought  to  go  into  a 
committee  upon  it,  if  it  a^Torded  a  chance 
of  the  advantages  which  its  proposers  ex- 
pected trom  it.  In  dangerous  times  it 
^vould  bs  a  great  reproach  to  oppose  any 
thing  that  afforded  such  a  prospect.  For 
jhiraself,  he  thought  most  highly  of  a  mea- 
sure which  did  not  interfere  with  any 
force  that  we  possessed,  while  it  afforded  a 
strong  and  fair  expectation  of  an  improve- 
rafeat  of  which  «tvery  one  acknowledged  the 
importance. 

.  Sir  John  Newport  could  not  consent  to 
iuch  an  expedient,  except  in  case  of  an 
emergency,  which  did  not  exist.  The  pa- 
Toehial  officers  had  no  means  of  recrniti ng, 
except  by  oppressing  those  who  were 
within  their  power.  It  was  true  they  could 
mot  send  the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind 
into  the  ranks,  but  they  would  force  such 
dccrepid  per-^ons  to  send  their  young  and 
able  relations,  who  would  prefer  gping,  to 
having  the  unhappy  sufferers  deprived  of 
parochial  support.  The  fines  were  unjust 
and  impolitic,  as  they  wouU  bear  most  hea- 
vily on  the  parishes  which  were  most  indus- 
trious, and  had  least  of  idle  loose  fellows. — 
It  had  been  urged  as  an  objection  to 
the  opposition  to  this  bill,  that  its  op- 
ponents were  not  agreed  as  to  its  faults  j 
that  one  party  coudemned  this  provision, 
while  another  condemned  that,  and  a  third 
opposed  it  on  a  ground  different  to  both 
thoac  In  his  opinion,  the  multiplicity  of 
the  grounds  of  opposition  was  the  strongesi 
argument  against  the  bill ;  for  if  there  were 
only  one  fault,  however  great  it  might  be,  it 
wa  possible  it  could  be  overbalanced  by 
the  olher  provisions  j  but  when  every  one 
of  the  provisioQj  j^vas  obkcied  lo  in  one 


quarter  or  another,  it  was  impossible  the 
measure  could  be  good.  He  thought  it 
highly  unjust  that  the  bill  went  ec^ually 
to  burthe.n  those  who  had  provided  sub- 
stitutes, and  who  therefore  had  a  right  to 
consider  ,then(iselves  exempted  from  every 
burthen,  a.nd  those  who  had  not  contributed 
in  any  such  way,  for  the  bill  went  to  biirtheQ 
the  parishes  in  toto.  — The  question  being 
loudly  called  for,  the  house  divided  on  the 
motion  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair, 
when  there  appeared,  ayes21p,  noes  I69 — 
Majority  50.  The  house  accordingly  re- 
solved itself  into  a  con^raittte. — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  stated,  thkt  be 
meant  to  propose  his  amendments,  and 
that  any  gent,  besides,  who  bad  come  pre- 
pared with  any,  might  also  propose  them  ; 
and  that  he  meant  to  move  that  the  re- 
port le  brought  up  on  Thursday,  when 
it  might  be  taken  into  consideration. — On 
this  exposition  the<bommittee  had  proceeded 
to  the  8th  page  of  the  bill,  where 

Mr.  Johnstone  adverted  to  a  clause  in  the 
page  at  which  the  committee  then  was,  bat 
said  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by  going  . 
into  particular  observations  at  present,  as 
he  understood  the  bill  was'  to  be  recommiti- 
ted  on  Thursday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  left  U 
to  the  judgment  ©f  the  house  whether  a  re- 
commitment was  necessary.  In  his  opinloo 
the  amendments  were  such  as  would  not 
require  it,  but  if  it  should  be  the  sense  of 
any  number  of  gentlemen  that  they  did,  he 
should  not  object  to  that  proceeding.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  tlien  slated,  that  he  propo- 
sed to  fill  up  the  blank  relating  to  the  num- 
ber which  should  be  allowed  annually  to 
volunteer  into  the  line,  wirh  the  words 
**  twelve  thousand,**  and  therefore  this 
would  be  the  number  to  be  annually  raised. 
In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  John- 
stone, he  stated  that  he  meant  to  hllanother 
blank  preceding  with  the  words  the  *'  J.8.t 
day  of  Oct.  1804.** 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  looked  upon  it  z$ 
an  inconsistency  with  the  opening  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  that  12,000  men  should 
be  ailwwed  to  enter  into  the  line  annually. 
On  the  occasion  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  only  one- 
sixth  wj{»  to  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
line  annually.  As  he  understood  the  bill  to 
relate  at  present  to  England  exclusively,  be 
conceived  this  proposition  to  be  entirely  lost 
sight  of.  As  this  was  a  matter  of  exjtr^me 
importance  he  thought  it  essential ;tbat  thft 
blanks  should  only  be  filled  up  proformd  at 
present,  in  order  that  nil  points  may  be 
better  reconsidered  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  stated,   that  It  moil  bj» 
S  s 
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io  the  recollection  of  tbe  house  that  in  the 
former  ofteasure  of  tbe  army  of  reserve  bill, 
the  bouse  proceeded  clause  by  clause.  It 
wan  iinpoftsible  that  the  present  bill  could  be 
^wfficienrly  considered  in  this  cursory  way ; 
a  reconafnitment  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  would  only  ask, 
whether  the  bill  was  of  any  importance  ?  He 
understood  it  was  of  great  importance,  ^e 
was  brooght  to  look  upon  it  as  the  means  of 
contrasting  tbe  powers  of  the  right  bon.  gcot. 
to  provide  a  better  defence  fpr  the  country 
with  those  of  the  late.  govt.  He  had  always 
been  averse  to  the  practice  of  running 
through  any  stage  of  proceeding;  but  he 
never  conceived  that  such  a  practice  could 
be  countenanced,  except  with  an  understand- 
ing that  the  measure  should  be  afterwards  re- 
committed. The  right  hon.  gent,  said,  he 
had  no  amendment  of  any  importance  to  pro- 
pose. He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  gent., 
whether  it  could  be  supposed  that  no  other 
gentlemen  had  amendments  to  propose  but 
himself,  and  whether  he  could  answer  for 
the  importance  of  such  amendments  ?  He 
asked,  -whether,  in  the  temper  in  which  the 
house  was,  and  at  this  late  hour,  it  would  be 
right  to  go  through  this  stage  at  this  hour? 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  candour 
would  not  permit  him  to  oppose  the  rcprinl- 
mg  and  recommitment  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
before  he,  had  set  out  he  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  such  amendments  as 
he  proposed  to  make,  and  invited  them  at 
the  same  time  to  suggest  theirs.  He  con- 
ceived it  would  be. for  the  convenience  of 
the  house  to  proceed  this  way ;  but  if  any 
person  wished  to  have  the  bill  read  clause  by 
clause,  he  had  no  objection  to  begin  it 
again,  and  go  on  as  far  as*  the  strength  of 
gentlemen  would  permit,  and  to  resume  the 
proceedings  on  the  next  opportunity,  going 
on  with  good  humour,  and  reserving  all 
WarnUh  for  the  other  stages. 

Mr.  Sheridan  had  no  objection  to  go  on 
with  good  humour,  and  to  defer  that  warmth 
of  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  himself  so 
capable.  It  was  the  regular  form  of  a  com- 
mittee that  the  bill  should  be  road  paragraph 
by  par'a graph ;  without  that,  a  commit- 
tee was  of  no  use,  and  if  ever  that  was 
omitted,  it  was  on  the  understanding  that  it 
should  be  done  at  another  opportunity.  If 
the  house  was  tricked  out  of  it  at  present,  it 
must  be  in  the  confidence  that  it  would  be 
done  on  another  day.  As  to  beginning  now, 
if  there  was  no  other  objection  to  it,  it  would 
.  be  a  very  strong  one,  that  they  had  gone  to 
the;7th  or  8th  page  of  the  bill  without  doing 
any  such  thing*    It  would  be  more  respect- 


ful to  the  house,  to  have  the  bill  xecom- 

mitted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  VI 2i,%  not 
captious  with  respect  to  words}  but  be 
thought  it  rather  an  odd  time  to  apply  to 
him  '•  tricking,**  when  he  agreed  to  have  the 
bill  read  paragraph  by  paragraph.  In  an- 
swer to  those  who  supposed  that  the  opera- 
tion of  tbe  bill  would  not  commence  till  Oct. 
he  stated  that  idea  was  taken  from  the  filling 
op  one  blank  with  that  month.  The  filling 
up  of  the  quotas  was  to  commence  in  J4 
days  after  the  passing  of  the  bill.  He  had 
no  objection  to  have  the  bill  now  read  para- 
graph by  paragraph. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heatbcote,  asked,  whether  there 
had  not  been  a  certain  degree  of  tumult 
since  the  last  division.  He  saw  no  signs  cf 
the  usual  attention  bestowed  on  bills  of  this 
kind  in  a  committee.  He  saw  ver}'  few  g«*n- 
tlemen  with  pencils  in  their  hands  to  mark 
them  (a  laugh).  Gentlemen  might  laugh, 
but  he  was  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
bis  country  and  his  constituents,  which 
would  not  allow  him  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
laughed  down.  The  present  bill  had  been 
made  the  scene  of  much  party  animosity ;  he 
meant  by  this  a  fair  warmth  with  respect  to 
the  govt,  which  it  was  best  for  the  country 
to  have.  Grcntlemen  had  come  down  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  point  in  that  view>  and 
were  unprepared  to  go  into  th<5  details  of  it. 
For  himself,  he  had  nonobjection  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  £xch.) ; 
but  he  considered  this  as  a  time  when  every 
hand  and  ever)'  voice  should  ^be  uniicd  in 
defence  of  the  country  j  and,  therefoie,  he 
disapproved  of  an  administration  which  was 
formed  on  exclusive  principles.  Every  per- 
son who  heard  him  knew  he  had  none  but 
honest  motives  3  he  opposed  this  bill  en  ihc 
broad  grounds  of  its  being  the  first  act  of  an 
administration  whose,  principles  were  not 
fair,  nor  such  as  he  could  approve  of.  He 
said  it  loudly,  for  he  wished  it  to  be  known 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
The  hon.  baronet  continued  to  comment  on 
the  appointment  of  the  present  ministers,  till 
he  was  called  to  order  by  Sir  Robert  Buxton. 
The  hon.  baronet  then  reverted  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  suggested^  that  the  chairman 
should  report  progress^  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  it  was  clear  that  all 
this  confusion  had  arisen  from  the  right  bon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  baviog 
at  once  given  into  the  propofcition  of  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Johnstone.)  There  were 
but  two  modes  of  proceeding  decently,  the 
first  and  best  was,  reading  the  bill,  in  the 
first  instance,  paragraph  by  paragraph ;  the 
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other  which  had  prevailed  cntich  of  hKe 
years^  which  was  t6  have  the  blanks  ^Ited  ut> 
pro/ormdf  and  the  bill  read  paragraph  by  pa- 
ragraph on  the  re-conimitment.  Surely  It 
coaid  not  be  intended  to  pass  a  bill  of  this 
importance  without  reading  it  paragraph  by 
paragraph  in  some  stage.  It  was  trae^  the 
Oght  hon.  gent,  said  he  was  ready  now  to  al- 
low it  to  be  read  paragraph  byparagraf^^ 
but  though  he  wished  very  much  for  this 
course  at  some  future  opportunity,  if  it  was 
offered  only  for  this  night  he  would  oppose 
tlie  further  progress,  and  support  the  motion 
for  tlie  chairman  Itaving  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  tkt  Exchequer  had  no 
objection  to  have  the  bill  read  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  and  saw  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  done  now.  He  put  it  to  the  house  to 
begin  to  read  the  bill  in  this  manner  now., 
(  A  loud  cry  of  no !  no  I)  If  any  gent.  Was 
of  a  different  opinion,  let  him  move  that  the 
chairman  do  report  i)rogress,  and  lei  the 
sense  of  the  house  be  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fox  accordingly  moved  that  the  chair- 
man do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Joknsipne  stated  as  his  grounds  for 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  clauses, 
the  Importance  of  the  measure  which  was  to 
raise  74,000  men.  He  also  asked,  whether 
h  was  possible  that  this  inefficient  plan 
should  raise  before  the  Istof  Oct.  J),000  men 
due  to  the  militia,  and  7000  to  the  army  (f 
reserve  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  order, 
said  that  it  was  not  allowable  to  enter  into 
these  particulars  on  a  question  of  tilling  up 
a  blank. 

Mr.  Fox  said  this  was  the  most  extraordi- 
nary doctrine  he  had  ever  heard.  His  hon, 
jfriend  wFshcd  to  slate,  that  it  was  important 
to  put  off  the  filling  op  of  a  blank,  and  was 
proceeding  to  state  his  grounds  for  holding 
that  opinion 

Mr,  JViiliam  Dtmdas  said,  it  was  not 
righ,t  to  go  into  the  principle  on  such  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Johnstone  resumed,  and  stated,  as  an 
additional  ground  for  putting  otf  the  consi- 
deration of  the  clauses,  that  one  of  them 
went  to  authorise  a  correspondence  between 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  and 
the  constables  and  parish  officers.  He  did 
pot  like  to  use  harsh  words,  but  he  thought 
it  absolutely  indecent  to  hurry  through  mea- 
f  ures  of  such  importance. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Smith  tr^ainfained,  that  it 
was  the  regular  course  to  recommit  the  bill 
when  it  was  not  read  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
The  conjmittee  cpt^ld  not  now  begin  to  read 
it  paragrjiph  by  paragra  >h,  because  tjiat 
would  be  to  Qoatrndl^t  wj^ti  was  always  as* 


SQined  in  thene  cases,  thit  the  bill  bad'  ae* 
toally  bten  read  .in  tiie  regular  way.  The, 
house  would  Oct  hMre  tovered  the  bill  to 
have  proceeded  so  far,  except  on  a  belidf  thai 
Uie  bill  was  to  be  re-oomtnitted. 

Mr.  Addingtm  said,  the  house  had  pro* 
ceeded  thus  &r  in  the  comfnittee  on  an  un« 
derstandin^,  which,  when  it  was  directly  put 
tothei^t  hon.  gent.,  ht  said  iie  bad  he^n 
fioisunderstood.  He  never  knew -an  instance 
where  a  re -commitment  did  not  take  place 
under  such  circumstances.  The  house  could 
not  now  go  back  to  read  the  bill  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  Irom  the  beginning,  for  the 
reason  that  had  b6en  stated.  "Neither  would 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  baiK)net  afford 
any  relief,  as  if  the.  chairman  was  to  report 
progress,  the  committee  should  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  exactly  at  the  same 
point.  The  only  proper  proceedmg,  there- 
fore, was  that  suggested  by  the  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Johnstone),  to  have  ^he  bill 
recommitted  on  a  future  day. 

The  Chan  eel  for  of  the  Exchequer  conceived 
it  to  be  perfectly  usual  and  regular  to  go 
back,  when  a  committee  had  by  inadvertency 
gone  beyond  any  thing  that  required  amend<« 
ment.  He  therefore  still  proposed  to  bpgiq 
to  read  the  bill  anew.  If  it  was  designed 
that  the  bill  should  make  no  further  progress 
this  night,  he  feared  that  could  be  easily  ac« 
complifthed,  but  he  would  try  how  far  it  was 
possible  to  go.  When  anything  arose  that 
was  likely  to  create  discussion^  he  would 
move  to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Mr.  Fox  could  see  nothing  improper  or 
unusual  in  his  motion.  Menace  he  had  held 
out  none :  all  he  wished  was,  tb  have  the 
house  placed  in  that  situation  in  which  it 
had  stood  before  it  had  allowed  itself  to 
pusundcrstand  (he  meaning  of  the  right  hon, 
gent.  The  bill  was  unquestionably  of  im« 
poriance,  and  it  was  somewhat  ex^traordi* 
nary  if  the  house  was  to  be  deprived  of  its 
usual  privilege  of  going  through  it  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  under  the  idea  that  they  were 
entitled  to  go  back  ^  and  if  the  preamble  had 
been  already  postponed,  he  should  move  im- 
mediately afterward  that  the  chairman  do  now 
leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  (Findham  said,  he  had  always  under- 
stood it  to  be  a  privilege  of  a  committee  of 
that  house  to  go  through  every  bill  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  nor  could  he  conceive  that  any 
person  could  hint  at  a  departure  from  that 
rule,  but  with  the  understanding  that  another 
opportunity  of  doing  so  would  afterwards  be 
afforded.  The  present  hour  of  eleven 
o'clock,  on  a  night  when  it  could  not  have 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  any  gent,  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  pushecl  on,  did  not 
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seera  a  prdper  seaMn  for  eateriag  on  sodi  a 
bu«tineso«  Jf  the  contrary  was  noaintained, 
let  the  history  of  the  proceediDgs  of  the  last 
iKiur  be  the  answer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchqver  observed, 
that  the  dUrussion  had  now  assumed  a  dif- 
ferent complexion.  The  amendments  which 
he  had  to  propose  in  the  bill  were  of  so  sim- 
ple a  nature,  that  he  conceived  no** font, 
could  have  any  reasonable  objection  to  them ; 
but.  however,  perceiving  the  opinion  of  the 
committte  to  bf ,  that  thie  bill  should  be  re- 
committed, he  should,  in  order  to  give  gen- 
tlemen who  may  have  amendments  to  offer 
an  opportunity  to  bring  them  forward,  not 
oppose  the  motion  for  the  cba  rman's  leaving 

the    chair. The    chairman    accordingly 

then  left  the  chair,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  his  seat,  the  report  was  brought 
up,  and  ordered  for  consideration  on  Thurs* 
4ay. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  June  12,  1804. 

[MxiTUTEs]— Their  lordships  resolved  into 
a  committee  of  privilrg^s,  and  Lord  W-^lsing- 
tam  haying  taken  the  chair,  counsel  ^nd  evi- 
dence were  fanher  heard  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Lady  H.  Fitzgerald  to  the  Barony 
of  Roos.  llie  greater  part  of  the  time  >yas 
occupied  by  ilic  speech  of  Mr.  Erskine,  in 
illustration  of  ilie  validity,  as  evidence,  of  a 
certain  book'containing  registries  of  fune- 
rals, &c.  compiled  under  the  a\ithoritv  of  a 
former  Eai-l  Marshal.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, after  a  few  observations  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  the'  hon.  counsel,  adverted 
to  the  propriety  of  Iheir  lordships'  meeting 
at  an  earlier  hour,  in  order  to  give  fuller 
attention  to  the  subject  before  them,  as 
well  as  in  reference  tn  a  saving  of  expense 
to  the  parties,  v^hich  he  knew  was  alwa\s 
their  lordships*  inclination.  Under  th'is 
view,  the  hour  bein^  rather  advanced,  he 
would  propose  that  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  case  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday 
next,  at  two  o'clock,  and  that  the  counsel 
be  called  in  at  ihat  hour.  This  arrange, 
ment  meeting  the  s^ns^  of  tb'e  comjnittee, 
-Was  Ordered  accordingly.— — Three  private 
bills  were  brought  up'from  the  Commons, 
and  were  severally  read  a  first  ^ime.— Ad- 
journed. 


I  OUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tueeday,  June  ^3,  1804. 

[MiiJtJTEs] -Colonel  Vei'eker  brought 
tip  a  petition  from  cei'tain'njerchants  and 


others  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  against  tbe 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Corn  Law« 
so  far  as  relates  to  Ireland.     Ordered    ta 
lie  on  die  fable. The  Irish  Linen  Ma- 
nufacture Bill  was  read  a  second  tin^e^  ancl 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. — Mr* 
F^'ster  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  Irish  Linen  manufacture,  and 
to  prevent  frauds  in  bleaching  linen,  &c.— - 
He  also  begged  leave  to  mention  another 
object  he  meant  to  bring  forward.     A  bill 
had  passed  the  house  two  years  ago,   rela- 
tive to  the  corn  laws,  which  will  expire  oi| 
the  first  of  July.     Now,  though  there  was 
a  committee  sitting  at  present  en  that  very 
subject,  he  should  be  sorry  the  bill  he  al- 
luded to  should  be  suffered  to  drop.     He 
therefore  gave   notice,   that  1^  would,  to* 
morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  billj, 
to  continue,  for  a  time  to  be  limiteJ,  the 
aforesaid  acts.  — Mr.  Manning  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  bi^ore  ihf  house  an  account  of 
a^l  imports  from  the  W.  Indies  into  G.  Bri- 
tain for  the  last  3  years  ending  in  1803.«^ 
Ordered,—  The  report  of  the  attorneys'  in- 
demnity bill  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to» 
and  the  bill  ordered  (o  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow^. 

[Insolvent  Debtor V  BcLtJ  — Mr* 
Shaw  said,  that  when  he  re^ecte^  upon  the 
pumberof  unfortunate  beings  whose  resto- 
ration to  freedom,  and  the  oppori unity  of 
procuring  subsistence  for  themselves  and 
their  families,  depended  on  the  fate  of  th^ 
biU  he  had  the  honour  of  bringing  forward,f 
he  could  not  doubt  of  the  assent  of  the 
house,  and  the  approbationof  every  liberal 
man,  particularly  when  it  was  understood^ 
as  it  tnust  appear  from  the  bill  itself,  tha^ 
nothing  w^s  farther  from  rbe  intention  of 
the  Iraroers  of  this  measure,  than  to  throw 
any  difficulties  in  the  waj>  of  the  creditor'^ 
recovery  of  hi^  demand,  where  such  demand 
was  recoverable,  or  to  give  even  ihp  leas^ 
protection  to  the  fraudulent  debtor.*  Th^ 
object  pf  the  bill  was  to  Release  only  those 
v^ho  w^re  suffeiii.g  f(oni  misfortpue,  and 
who  were  tf)e  victims  of  c^ualties  not  to 
t)e  foreseen  or  guarded  against.  To  those 
alone  was  i(  bis  w^sh  to  extend  the  consider* 
^tion  of  the  \\\\^  and  many  ^lict^  did  hq 
happen  tp  k^iow^  who  ooust  Ixave  inevitably 
perisl^d  in  prison,  frot^  want  of  common 
food,  were  they  not  kept  aliyf  by  occ^siona^ 
contribution.  Thf^  bo^^.  gqii.  aft^r  some 
forcible  rjpiparks  uppn  the  iqtpolicy  and  sc^*; 
verity  of  tjtic  lai^  with  respect  to  the  im^j 
pri%obment'^fdebtq^^»  proceeded  todescribo 
the  motives  which  had  generally  heretofore 
Ij^^t^qcd  th^  relaxfjtion  ^if  i^s^{  l^W,  ^^ 
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.<ootend^d  that  those  motives  were  never  in 
any  instance  so  strong  as  on  the  present  op" 
gcdsion.  This,  he  conceived  must  appear  to 
every  man's  mind,  when  the  pfculiar  state 
ef  the  country  was  considered,  and  when 
the  fact  was  known  that  there  are  in  the 
ditf'erent  prisons  a  considerable  number  of 
naval  and  military  officers,  several  of  whom 
have  fought  and  bled  in  ihe  Cause  of  their 
country,  and  are  now  ready  again  to  come 
forward  to  risk  their  live*  in  its  defence. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  insolvent  deblor» 
bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Com  he  said,  lie  now  felt 
himself  as  happy  in  rising  to  second  the  mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading,  as  he  had  done 
ID  movmg  that  the  bill  might  be  extended 
to  England  as  well  as  Ireland. 

Mr.  Jabn  Latoucbe  warmly  supported  the 
piot 2 on,  conceiving  that  there  never  was  a 
moment  which  so  powerfully  called  as  the 
present  for  a  measure  of  this  nature.  In 
^vour  of  the  debtors  conhned  in  the  Mar* 
fthaUea  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  hon.  gent. 
0tated>  that  previous  to  the  iusarrection  in 
July  la^it,  a  piopqsal  was  made  to  them  of 
ifaelr  release,  provided  they  would  j(»u)  the 
rebels;  but  this  they  declined,  preferring 
irather  to  ren^in  in  prison  and  preserve 
their  loyalty.  Thjs  he  cqnsidcred  su^icnt, 
it*  any  thing  additional  were  necessary,  to 
^leri'st  the  Jiouse  in  favour  of  !his  bill. 

Mr.  Ker  professed  himself  an  enemy  to 
)the  principle  of  insolve;it  bills,  but  still, 
from  the  reasons  stated,  he  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  bpfore  the 
Jiouse.  Hq  hoped,  however,  that  in  the 
Committee  special  care  \yoold  be  taken  tO' 
introduce  such  clauses  as  would  serve  to 
prevent  thf:  fraudulent  debtor  from  availing 
pimself  of  its  provisions ;  and  also  that  no 
injustice  should  be  dune  to  any  fair  credi- 
tors, particularly  the  landlords,  with  respect 
|o  their  tenants,  as  the  former  ^ere  not  con* 
^dered  of  the  ordinary  cl^ss  of  creditors. 

Mr.  Shaw  repeated}  that  his  only  wish 
Upon  the  subject  was  to  give  liberty  to  the 
pnfortupate  but  fair  honest  debtor. — The 
motion  was  agrped  to,  and  the  bill  was  or* 
^red  to  \^t  committed  pn  Thursday  §e*n* 
pight. 

[Slave  T^ade.]  — On  the  ipotion  of 
Jklr.  W|lberfqrce,  that  the  house  should  re- 
vive into  a  committee  upqn  (be  t>iU  for  the 
l^bolitiop  of  fhe  slave  Iracte^ 

Mr.  Manning  rose,  and  argQe<|  upon  the 
justice  of  gr^^n ting  an  indemnity  to  any  per- 
^ns  who  npght  suffer  any  lo&s  by  th^  ope- 
fition  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  propriety  of 
^arafting  ^  clause  upon  ^be  ^i^  it^e)f  (p 


provide  to  thi<)  effect.  Understanding,  faow« 
ever,  that  such  clause  conld  not  be  intro« 
duced  but  by  the  vote  of  a  previoas  com- 
mittee, by  whom  an  instruction  mast  be 
directed  to  the  committee  on  the  bill^  he 
should  move  that  the  latter  should  be  give& 
for  the  former.— After  some  conversasioa 
between  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Manning,  Mr. 
Francis,  and  Mr*  Wilberforce,  it  appeared 
that  the  object  of  the  required  compensation 
might  be  proposed  altera  previous  commfit^ 
tee,  &o.  in  the  report  of  the  bill,  or  bf 
way  of  rider  in  a  future  stage. 

Mr.  Fuller  spoke  against  the  ptinciple  of 
the  bill,  and  asserted,  that  if  we  should  sur^ 
render  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  it  wonld 
be  imniediaiely  taken  op  by  other  nations. 
In  proof  of  this,  he  mentioned  the  known 
disposition  of  the  Americans  to  rival  us  in 
this  tfaihc,  and  also  the  negotiation  which 
was  understood  to  have  lately  taken  place 
between  General  D/essalines  and  the  agent 
for  Jamaica,  in  which  the  former  is  stated 
to  have  offered  to  sell  slaves  to  our  eolonies. 
With  respect  to  the  charge  of  injustice  upoa 
the  African  merchants,  he  contended  that 
no  such  charge  could  apply,  for  th?y  only- 
bought  those  siaves  whom  the  African  states 
thought  proper  to  dispose  of.'  Those  slaves 
were  guilty,  not  of  what  the  lion,  mover  <tf 
the  bid  called  **  foolish  witchcraft,"  but  of 
administering  slow  poison  v^nd  with  sub- 
jecis  guilty  of  any  Such  capital  oftence,  the 
state  had  a  right  to  do  what  it  pleased.  The 
African  states  were  as  competent  to  trans- 
port such  offenders,  as  we  were  those  whona 
we  sent  to  America  or  Botany  Bay,  and  of 
those  transported  to  the  former  he  was  well 
founded  in  saying,  that  many  were  J^old  by 
the  captains  to  slavery  for  7  and  14  years. 
This  he  stated  merely  to  shew  that  the  right 
of  the  African  princes  was  recognized  by  the 
practice  of  our  own  country.  After  con- 
demning the  practice  of.  kidnapping  upon 
the  African  coast,  which  the  hon.  mover 
had  stated  to  exist,  the  hon.  gem.  proceeded 
to  quote  some  passages  from  the  travels  of 
Mungo  Parke,  in  which  that  author  men- 
tions that  the  state  of  the  slaves  in  Africa  is 
truly  deplorable,  and  that,  therefore,  taking 
them  away,  particularly  to  the  English  colo- 
nics, was  a  relief  to  them.  He  also  added, 
that  slavery  w^^  i^ot  established  in  Africa  by 
the  persons  who  dealt  in  the  slave  trade,  but 
had  prevailed  there  for  ages»  and  throughout 
th^  country,  many  of  the  slaves  being 
brought  10  the  cqast  for  sale  from  abovo 
1300  njiles  in  the  interior.  From  those 
considerations  the  hon.  geqt.  would  feet  no 
kind  of  uneasiness  to  purchase  a  slave,  to 
gtye  l^in^  a  participation  o(his  estate,  and  tr^. 
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«llow  him  not  ocljr  stibstst'ence  but  some- 
^ing  to  spare.  That  slaves  cookl'save  from 
•tikeir  earnitigs,  was  notorious;  one  of  bh 
fAsxcs,  who  had  been  twenty  years  in  hh 
service^  had  lately  given  him  .£^00  for  his 
direedom^  which  money  was  a' part  of  his 
savings.  The  hon.  gent,  took  notice  of  (he 
4>bservatioa6  that  wei;e  made  upon  the  capi- 
tal empk^ed  in  this  branch  of  trade.  An 
iion.  gent,  had^  indeed,  said  tliat  he  was 
«orry  to  see  so  much  capital  employed.  Here 
^as  the  subject  ot  regret  3  but  it  was  sot 
unnatural  that  men  who  repined  at  onr 
health  and  consequence,  who  disliked  the 
•aystem  of  oar  govt.,  shoald  hate  that  capital 
"Which  was  the  source  and  support  of  otir 
tank  in  the  world,  aod  furnished  a  great 
oneans  of  oor  security.  But  some  gentlemen 
.had  expressed  a  wish  that  this  capital  should 
.be  engaged  in  proaK>ting  the  cultivation  of 
oor  common  lands.  What!  to  transfer  ca- 
pital £rom  the  cultivation  of  land  in  our  co- 
Sofiiet,  'which  is  capable  of  such  valuable 
produce,  to  improve  the  commons  in  this 
cocmtry,  which,  after  the  utmost  expense, 
icaii  scaicely  be  made  worth  5  shillings  an 
«ore.  Those  who  were  most  violent  in  their 
HDQtcries  against  the  slave  trade  were  the 
haters  of  the  West  India  colonies.  They 
i>at0d  them  because  they  were  the  means  of 
t)ringing  stock  a  mass  of  opulence  into  the 
•tnother  country.  They  hated  that  opulence, 
because  it  tended  to  promote  the  dignity  of 
the  monarchy,  and  to  uphold  the  constitu- 
4ion,  the  strength,  and  the  glory  of  the 
country.  The  riches  we  derived  from  these 
Invduable  possessions,  assisted  ns  in  spread- 
ing the  navy  of  England  triumphant  oyer  the 
main,  and,  therefore,  it^eaictted  the  envy  of 
the  ill  affected.  The  hon.  gent,  recapitu- 
lated his  arguments,  and  expressed  his  con- 
viction that  many  wise  and  worthy  men 
were  upon  this  sublet  speaking  and  acting 
from  an  erroneous  conception. 

Mr.  Francis  replied  to  the  arguments  of 
the  last  speaker,  and  maintained  that  al- 
though the  inclinaHon  of  Mungo  Parke's  ob- 
ject, in  the  book  alluded  to,  was  adverse  to 
the  abolition  of  die  slave  trade,  yet  that  au- 
thor had  made  a  statement  which  pleaded 
atrongly  in  favour  of  the  measure,  for  in  a 
particular  passage  he  mentions  that  nothing 
could  be  more  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
the  poor  innocent,  and  civilized  inhabitants 
of  the  interior  of  Africa,  than  to  be  torn 
from  their  home  and  families  to  be  sent  to  a 
foreign  country.  The  principle  laid  down 
by  the  hon.  gent.^  that  a  state  had  a  right  to 
dp  as  It  pleased  with  felons,  he  strongly  re* 
sisted,  as  that  would  go  to, recognize  the 
right' of  this  or  ^y  govt,  to  iql^odacc  the 


system  of  torture,  or  racking  on  the  v;4jeel. 
The  statement  olF  the  hon.  gent.,  with  re- 
gard to  the  sum  advat>ced  by  his  slave  to 
purchase  his  freedom,  furnished  a  strong  ar- 
gument against  the  assertion,  that  the  slaves 
were  contented.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible 
that  they  should,  and  nothing  could  be  raor« 
absurd  and  unjust  than  to  make  the  com- 
munication of  happiness  to  those  poor  men 
a  pretence  for  forcing  them  from  their  «a- 
dve  home.  To  the  generosity  of  his  coun- 
trymen he  particularly  appealed  for  support 
upon  this  question  J  as  they  loved  liberty 
themselves,  he  trusted,  they  would  never 
give  their  consent  to  have  other,  men  en- 
slaved. "     • 

Mr.  C.  Brooke  read  the  decree  of  the 
French  govt,  after  the  peace  of  Amiens,  re- 
enacting  all  the  laws  respecting  the  slave 
trade.  As-  to  the  statement  that  we  had 
nine^tenths  of  the  slave  trade,  he  believed 
it  5  but  he  would  not  agree  that,  if  we  abo- 
lished the  trade,  so  much  of  it  would  be  so 
done  away,  particularly  >vhen  he  reflected 
upon  the  readiness  of  the  Americans,  the 
French,  and  the  Spaniards  to  engage  in  a  traf- 
fic that  was  so  productive,  and  which  none  of 
those  powers  shewed  the  least  disposition  to 
abandon. 

Mr.  Chttrks  Ellis  opposed  the  principle 
of  the  bill ;  a  principle  which  was  grounded 
Upon  a  proposition  similar  to  that  maintain- 
ed by  the  national  convention  of  France, 
when  it  asserted  the  universal  and  immuta- 
ble rights  of  man.  Unless  that  propositiryQ 
were  contended  for,  and  he  fancied  there 
were  few  who  would  now  attempt  to  plead, 
for  it,  he  conceived  that  the  idea  coold  not 
be»ustair>ed  that  no  men  ought  to  be  slaves^ 
With  regard,  however,  to  the  West  India 
islands,  he  claimed  a  toleration  for  slavery 
upon  the  ground  of  the  strong  necessity  thut 
existed  for  them  to  render  those  islands  pro- 
ductive. The  slave  if ade,  he  felt,  ought 
to  be  restricted  to  the  old  colonies,  and  not 
at  all  to  extend  to  Trinidad  j  because  in  the 
former  oor  merchants  had  embarked  their 
property  before  any  idea  of  the  abolition  of 
this  trade  was  thrown  out,  which  was  not 
the  case  with  the  latter.  It  was  said,  that 
if  the*  trade  were  abolished  the  planters' 
would  feel  it  their  interest  to  promote  the 
natural  increase  of  tl>e  negroes;  but  who 
that  was  at  all  acqiiainted  wifh  the  conduct 
of  tboiO  planters,  could  entertain  a  doubt* 
that  they  had  always  felt  this  to  be  their  in- 
terest, and  that  they  had-  endeavoured  to 
forward  that  object  by  every  means  in  their 
power  }  Nothing  could  be  more  mistaken 
than  a^  contrary  opinion  5  for  it  was  well 
known  that  the  failure  of  <he  negro  pc^ula- 
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lion,  in  the  way  alluded  to,  was  not  attn« 
bu table  to  excess  of  labour,  to  har&h  treat- 
xnent>  or  any  caus^  which  could  priminate 
the  planters.    The  hon.  member  exhorted 
the  house  not  to  entertain  a  proposition,  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  deprive  men  of 
property  whicli  they  had  long  since  vested 
in  our  colonies,  by  obliging  them  to  give  up 
tliat  property  from  want  of  the  means  of 
cultivating  it.   He  begged  the  house  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  whatever  criminality  might 
0tt9ch  to  the  origin  of  this  trade,  the  present 
planters  had   no  share  in  it,  and   that  of 
cojurse  nothing   could  be  more  iniquitous 
than   to  make  their  property  an  expiatory 
otfer  for  that    criminality.— Understanding 
that  some  intercourse  was  at  present  allowed 
between  the  subjects  of  Ddssaiines  and  our 
islands,  he  hoped  that  the  regulations,  said 
to  be  ordered,  would  be  regularly  enforced, 
in  order  to  guard  our  colonies  against  the 
consequences  very  naturally  to   be  appre- 
hended from  the  connexion— a  connexion 
which,  should  this  bill  pass,  would  render 
it  impossible  to  prevent  a  contraband  trade 
for  slaves  between  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica, 
&c.     This  contraband   trade   was  likely  to 
threaten  such  effects  as  no  man  who  recol- 
Jected    the  late  atrocities    in  St.  Domingo 
could  think  of  without  horror.r— The  hon. 
.gent,  conceived  it  very  difiicult  to  separate 
the  two  questions  o^  abolition  and  emanci- 
|)3iion.     The  one  naturally  led  to  the  other. 
They  were    generally  confounded  in   that 
house  J   and  it  was   no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  negroes  themselves  should  confound 
them  J  that  when  thry  found  parliament  had 
been  ff  opinion  thai  it  was  unjust  to  pur- 
chase them,  they  should  question  their  mas- 
ters* titles  to  hold  th<  m.     To  what  a  train  of 
mischiefs  might  this  lead  I — The  hon.  mem- 
ber, in  conclusion,  stated,  that  if  the  phnt- 
crs  had  been  more  liberally  dealt  by  in  ihe 
course  of  this  business,  the  benevolent  ob- 
ject of -the  bill   might  have  been  attained 
through  judicious  regulation  ;    but  no  at- 
tempt had  been  made  by  ibe  right  bon^  gent. 
(Mr.  Piti)  to  conciliate  the  co-operation  of 
that   rcspcct^jble   body  ;    on    the   contrary, 
while  hs  was  endeavouring  in  that  house  to 
promote  the  abolition  of  ihe  sla\e  trade,  he 
was  raising  black  regiments  in  the  colonies, 
a  measure  which  of  course  rendered  necessary 
an  additional  importation  of  negroes  for  the 
purposes  of  cultivation.     Unless  the  co  ope- 
ration of  the  planters  was  obtained  by  the 
executive  govt,  to  the  objects  of  this  mea- 
aore,  be  was  of  opinion  it  never  could  be 
effective. 

/r.  Deverell  argued  strongly  against  the 
as  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and  isi* 


vileges   of  the  coloDial   asscmblieg.      Hs 
quoted  on  tliis  point  the  great  authority  oi 
Blackstone,  in  a  part  of  his  Commentaries^ 
which  explains  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
powers  which  colonial  regulations  were  to 
possess.     He  contended  aho^   that  before 
the  bill  could  be  entertained,  the  questioa 
of  prudence  and  policy  should  be  imparti* 
ally  and  fairly  reviewed.     A  good  deal  had 
b^en  adduced  in  favour  of  the  abolition, 
from  the  present  situation  oi  the  island  ojf 
St.  Domingo,  and  the  dangers  which  would, 
necessarily,  result  from-  fresh   importations 
of  negroes.    The  colonial  legislatures  must, 
however,  in  his  opinion,  be  the  best  judges 
of  the  consequences  of  abolition,  and  they, 
it  was  not  unknown  to  the  house,  had  ai- 
rcady  declared    themselves  adverse  to   the 
measure.     In  the  island  of  Jamaica  in  par« 
ticular,  the  house  had  heard  from  the  hoo* 
j^ent.  who  was  the  agent  for  that  inland,  that 
the  colonial  legislature  there  were  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  measure  of  abolition,  as  in 
their  opinion  calculated  to  promote,  no  be- 
neficial consequences;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  might,  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  West  India  islands,    be  productive  pf 
effects  highly  disastrous  and  deplorable.     It 
was  to  be  kept  in  view  too,  at  this  mometU, 
that  there  actuVly  prevailed  a  diSerence  of 
a  very  serious  nature  betwixt  the  governoi* 
and  the  house  of  assembly  in  Jamaica.     So 
far,  indeed,   was  this  carried,  that  he  h^d 
reason  to  fc>elieve  that  the  governor  could 
not  again  meet  the  assemb^  without  a  con- 
siderable modification  of  demands,  formerly 
enforced.  He  asked,  then,  whether,  after  tbi§ 
declaration  on  ih^  part  of  the  colonies,  and 
with  the  knowledge  that  such  disagreement* 
as  he  bad  allued  to,  did  exist,  it  would  be 
either  wiiie  or  prudent  to  agitate  a  questioa 
which  might  be  pregnant  with  mischief? 

Mr.  Somers  Cocks,  set  out  with  stating,  t^ 
for  l6  years  he  had  attended  with  the  at' 
most  care  to  all  the  proceedings  on  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave  trade,  though  he  had  ne- 
ver openly  delivered  his  opinions  publicly 
on  the  subject.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  liis  approbation  of  the  principle 
and  object  of  the  bill.  On  every  general 
principle  of  humanity  he  had  always  beep 
of  opinion,  that  the  slave  trade  was  one 
which  ought  not  to  receive  the  smalleft 
countenance  from  the  legislature  of  an  en- 
lightened empire.  On  this  ground  he  hski, 
whenever  he  voted  on  the  question,  always 
voted  for  the  abolition.  He  was  alwa|y» 
however,  ready  to  allow  that,  in  giving  this 
vote  he  laboured  under  a  certain  degree  of 
difficulty.  He  was  not  indifferent  to  tbe 
loss  w)mh  those  cpnnected  wiUi  this.tra^e 
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night  b^  expftsed  to,  and  this  consideration 
had  always  lefft  a  certain  degree  of  weight 
en  his  aimd  which  he  did  not  6nd  it  eavy  to 
remove.  He  never  pretended  to  be  able  to 
ascertaio  what  was  likely  to  be  the  probable 
am^nnt  of  this  loss,  becaase  he  wa^  not  in 
possesion jof  facts  on  which  to  found  an  opi- 
nion. He  had.  However;  removed  tbi«  dif- 
ficulty, which  on  the  present  occasion  did 
exist ;  it  was,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to 
be  attributed  to  the  conduct  of  the  planters 
themselves.  If  inconveniencies  resulted 
from  the  abolition,  they  arose,  in  his  opi- 
nion, prmci pally  from  ihe  want  cf  due  ex- 
ertion on  the  part  of  the  planters,  after  they 
'  roust  have  been  sensible,  from  a  variety  of 
warnings,  that  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  must  take  place  at  no  very  remote  pe- 
riod. '  Instead  of  employing  the  interval 
4faus  afforded  them  of  making  proper  provi* 
«on  for  the  event,  the  certainty  of  which 
th^  had  then  every  reason  to  anticipate, 
'they,  on  the  contrary,  employed  every 
ioeans  of  evading  the  proposed  resolution  of 
the  legislature;  they  used  every  effort  to 
4elay  the  abolition  by  every  pretext,  how^ 
ever  utlsatisfactory;  and,  instead  of  prepar- 
ing for  the  abolition,  they  only  thought  of 
new  stratagems  to  defeat  the  views  of  those 
by  whom  this  great  object  was  patronized. 
With  the  conviction  that  this  was  the  fair 
impartial  statement  of  the  conduct  of  the 
planters,  he  did  not  think  that  they  had 
now  any  strong  ground  of  complaint  against 
the  abolition.  If  they  were  sufferers  by  it 
to  a  large  amount,  the  fault  was  to  a  great 
degree  attributable  to  themselves.  In  con- 
/clusion,  he  allilded  to  the  conduct  which  a 
}Tij^t  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Pitt)  had 
pur'sued  on  this  question^  It  might,  per- 
ieps,  be  owing  to  bis  want  of  knowledge 
of  tlie  world,  or  to  a  sufficient  acquaintance 
"with  the  mode  in  which  the  business  of  the 
house  was  cpnducted,  but  it  had  frequently 
occurred  to  him,  that  if  (he  right  hon.  gent, 
had  employed  the  fair,  honourable  influence 
of  office,  the  great  object  which  he  profcs- 
«ed  to  have  had  so  cordially  in  view,  would 
long  ere  this  time,  have  been  obtained.  He 
conjured  the  right  hon.  gent.,  now  that  he 
had  returned  to  power,  to  employ  all  that 
'influeilce  on  the  present  occasion;  and,  he 
trusted  that,  from  the  spirit  which  bnd  dis- 
-played  itself  in  the  house,  an  end  would  at 
length  be  put  to  a  traffic  which  had  been  so 
'  long  the  disgrace  of  this  country  and  of  hu- 
man nature. 

Mr.  Bt^rham  spoke  shortly  in  explanation 
of  the  grounds  which  induced  him  to  sup- 
port the  bill.  It  seemed  now  to  be  pretty 
g«nerall/  admitted  that  the  <^estton  was  one 


of  justice,  and  in  this  point  of  view  it  couldl 
not  admit  of  any  length  of  deliberation  ;    the 
chief  question  before  the  house  now  ivas» 
that   It  appearing   to  a   great  majority    ojf 
members  that  the  slave  trade  should  be  abo- 
lished, the  next  consideration  was.  in  what 
manner  this  object  couldT  most  speedily  and 
most  eff'-ctually  be  obtained  ?     In  attempC<* 
ing  to  ascertain  thi<?,  fhe  proportion  of  com- 
pensation  which  ought   to  be  afforded    to 
those  whose  property  would  be  ^affected  bjr 
the  bill  was  an  important  object  of  consider- 
ation.    In  his  owTi  opinion  the  amount  of 
these  compensations  wquhl  not  be  at  all  con- 
siderable, but  to  deny  that  any  compenKi- 
tion  was  to  be  given  at  all,  would  be  noto- 
riously unjust.     But  one  hon.  member  (Mr. 
<,])ocks)  appeared  to  notice  slightingly  the 
claims  of  the  planters  to  compeftj^ation.  be- 
cause they  had  sufficient  intimation  of  the 
measure  of  abolition,   and  had  not  taken 
sufficient  means  to  provide  against  its  coo- 
sequences.    This  argument  would  in  a  va* 
riety  of  cases  be  found,  if  reduced  to  prac- 
tice, highly  oppressive.     He  might  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  case  of  a  minor 
having  an  estate  in  the  West  Indies  1 6  or  \J 
years  ago,  the  value  of  which  would  now 
be  comparatively  destroyed  by  the  measure 
of  abolition  at  present  under  consideration. 
Surely  this  would  be  a  case  equally  unjust 
«nd  severe ;  but  if  no  compensation  was  to 
he  afforded,  numerous  cases  of  equal  seve- 
rity and  injustice  would  take  place.  '  He 
trusted  that  before  the  bill  passed,   these 
circumstances  would  be  fully  attended  to. 

hir  Roberi  Buxton  defended  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  against  any  charge  of 
insincerify  in  his  support  of  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  tr^de.  He  had  made  it  his  busi- 
ness narrowly  to  watch  tlie  whole  of  his 
conduct  in  this  business,  and  he  had  never 
witnessed  greater  evidence  of  the  cordiality 
and  zeal  of  any  individual  in  a  public  caase* 
Because  his  colleagues  did  not  support  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  that  was  no  proof 
of  his  want  of  zeal.  The  house  would  re- 
collect that  formerly  this  was  more  a  quet« 
tion  of  opinion  than  national  policy,  and 
such  disagreement  was  easily  accounted  for. 
Now  it  had  assumed  an  important  national 
interest,  and  he  trusted  no  time  would  be 
lost  in  carrying  through  a  measure  which  , 
even  now  he  thought,  or  was  at  least  afraid, 
might  come  too  late  for  the  preservation  of 
our  West  India  c  lonies. 

Mr.  Dent  opposed  the  bill,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  of  the  impracticability  of  tlie  aboli- 
tion. A  trial  had  been  made  for  severtil 
years  to  civilize  ti>e  negroes  in  the  settlement 
of  Sierra  Leone,  which  bad  totally  fiulcd* 
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He    was  convinced  that  with  experience 
before  their  eyes  the  hon.  gent,  who  pro- 
posed the  bill,  and  those  who  supported 
mm  in  it,  %vouId,  if  they  coald  bring  them« 
selves  to  reason  with  iinpartiahty  on  the 
subject,  see  the  expediency  of  giving  up 
the  measure.     There  was  one  considera- 
tion which,  at  the  present  moment,  ought 
to  press  on  the  consideration  of  ministers. 
If  the  trade  was  to  be  abolished,  and  if 
new  lands  in  the  West-India  islands  could 
fiot  be  cultivated  for  the  want  of  negroes, 
be.  could  not  see  that  there  was  either  any 
|)olicy  or  expediency  in  wasting  the  troops, 
©r  the  resources  ef  the  country,  reconquer- 
ing islands,  the  possession  of  which  must  be 
altogether  nugatory.     The  hon.  member 
xlented  that  t^e  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
could  be  supported  on  the  greund  of  hu- 
manity, and  contended  that  the  treatment 
of  slaves  in  the  Wesi*Indies  was  not  cha- 
racterized by  any  instances  of  cruelty.  He 
aflimied  that  the  feelings  of  the  house  had, 
more  than  once,  been  carried  away  by  re- 
presentations of   atrocities,    which   after- 
wards turned  out   to  he  totally  groundless. 
He  referred  on  (his  part  of  the  subject  to 
the  case  of  Captain  Kimbcr,  who  in  conse- 
quence of  a    representation   Ly   the   hon. 
mover  of  the  bill,  was  in  1792  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  the  charge  of  murder  com- 
mitted under  the  most  atrocious  circum- 
stances.    This  person   was  then  acquitted 
of  the  charge,  ii  having  been  disccvered 
that  the  surgeon  of  Kimber*s  ship  had^been 
guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.     But, 
though  acquitted,  this  person  had  been  in 
a  great  measure  ruined  by  the  large  ex- 
pense which  the  conduct  of  his  tiial   had 
imposed  on  him.     Many  other  cases  of  a 
sinailar  nature  were  on  record,  and,  there- 
ibre,  he  warned  tlie  house  against  being 
carried   away   by  exaggerated  statements, 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  their 
humanity.    The  hon.  member,  afier  a  few 
remarks  as  to  the  number  of  seamen  em- 
ployed in  this  trade^and  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  importation  of  freih  negroes,  call- 
ed on  the  house  to  look  at  the  situation  of 
St.  Domingo,    and  to  pause  before  they 
abolished  a  trade  in  which  very  consider- 
able interests  were  involved.     He  hoped, 
that  the  hon.   mover  would  at  length  be 
induce^  not  to  press  the  ultimate  progress 
of  the  bill  this  session. 

*  Mr.  Wllberforce  rose  to  reply  tp  the  prin- 
'  cipal  objections    urged    against   his  mea- 
sure-    He  dented  that  any  of  bis  state- 
ments rested^  as  had  been  insinuated,  on 
light  grounds,  or  had  been  at  all  produced 
;  with  a  view  of  deceivii^  4he  house.     He 
Vol.  II. 


referred  to  the  first  statementTespecting  the 
case  of  Captain  Kimber,  though  he  could 
not  but  express  bis  surprise  that  this  sub- 
ject had  again  bee»  introduced  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  house.     The  case  having,  how- 
ever, been  alluded  to,  it  was  necessary  foe 
him  to  state  a  few  plain  observations  to  the 
house.  ^The  feet  was,  that  he  had,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  particulars  of  the  case,   gone 
with  the  witnesses  before  a  ju^tice  of  ppace^ 
to  have  the  matter  cleared  up.     The  wit- 
nesses were  .examined,    and    the  justice 
thought  that  the  person  accused  ought  to 
enter  on  his  trial.     When  the  matter  came 
before  the  grand  jury  on  oath,  they  were 
of  a  similar  opinion,  and  though  this  per- 
son was    aAerwards  acquitted,  he  did  not 
at  all  feel  that  he  himself  had  any  reason 
to  regret  the  share  he  had  in  the  business. 
So  much  as  to  the  first  statement  of  his  whicb 
had  been  alluded  to.— The  hon.  member 
next  proceeded  to  reinforce  all  his  origH>al 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  alolilion  of  the 
trade.     He  qiioted  from  Mr.  l^rke's  travefs 
into  the  interior  of  Africa,  several  passages, 
which  fully  skew  that  the  arguments  of  the 
abolitionists     are    Ibunded    in  the  justest 
views  of  policy,  as   well  as  the  most  en- 
larged  ideas    of  introducing   knowledge, 
humanity,  and  religion  into  that  vast  con- 
tinent. 'ThelKvn.  niember  quoted  authors, 
particularly   the  French  \vriter,  Le  Brune, 
v\ho   wrote  long  before   the   question   of 
abolition  was  started,   to  confirm  his  posi- 
tions.    He.  argued   at  some  length  on  the 
practicability  of  keeping   up  the  stock  of 
negroes,  indenendent  of  importation*^  He 
shewed,  that  tor  a  long  series  of  years,  par- 
ticularly for  the  last  12,  that  the  proportion 
of  the  deaths  and  birihs    of  the  negroes 
was  gradually    become,   more   favourable^ 
and  quoted  several  authorities,  particularly 
thatofaDoctor  Anderson,  who  had  the  Care 
of  4,000  negroes,  to  shew  that  by  good  ma- 
nagement the  number  of  negroes  might  be 
kept  up  in  all  our  islands.     In  illustration 
of  this  idea,  he  stated  that  he  was  enabled, 
on   the  authority    of  Mr.  King,    the  late 
American  minister,  one  of  the  most  respec- 
table men  alive,  that  in  the  10  years,  from 
1 79 1    to  1801,  the  American  negroes  had 
increased  in  such  a  proportion  as  to  hold 
I  out  a  fair  prospect  of  doubling  their  num- 
ber  in  twenty-five  years.     The   negroes, 
too,  rapidly  increased  in  Bencoolen,  in  St. 
Helena,  in  St.  Kitt;s,  and  in  other  settle- 
ments.    It  being  ascertained   that  such  a 
rapid  increase  was  obtained  in  America* 
he  saw  no  reason  to  think  why  our  West- 
India  negroes  might  uotonly.kcep  up  their 
numbers,  but  might  pOHtively  increase  to 
T  t 
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$,  grett  degree.  The  climate  t)f  America 
was  so  far  from  being  more  favourable^ 
that  the  det^t  and  exhalations  with  which 
it  abounded  were  particularly  unfavourable 
to  the  health  of  the  negroes  accustomed 
to  a  dry  and  hot  climate.— The  honourable 
tnember,  after  illustrating  this  point,  laid 
before  the  bouse,  on  the  positive  infer* 
inetion  of  the  American  minister^  the  very 
fiti  factory  prospect  of  the  probable  abo* 
lition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  United 
Stptcs  at  no  remote  period.  At  prerent, 
in  all  the  states,  with  the  exception 
of  South  Carolina,  the  importation  of 
negroes  was  prohibited;  and  in  i8o9, 
when  the  powers  on  this  point  now  vested 
in  the  particular  states,  would  cease,  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  Congress 
would  take  up  the  business  and  abolish 
(he  slave  trade  for  ever.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber read  a  paragraph  from  the  minister*s  let- 
ter precisely  to  the  foregoing  effect.  He 
congratulated  the  house  on  this  pro«^pect, 
and  urged  it  as  an  additional  argument  for 
taking  the  lead  in  the  great  work  of  hu^^ 
iroanity,  policy,  and  justice. 

Sir  IP^iUiam  Young  rose,  not,  he  said^  for 
the  purpose  of  going  at  large  into  a  discus- 
sion on  the  principle  of  the  biil^  as  on  that 
he  should  reserve  himself  for  the  third  rcad- 
ing,  but  to  refute  some  assertions  which 
had  fallen  in  the  course  of  this  night*8  debate 
from  the  friends  of  this  bill,  and  particularly 
trom  the  hon.  tnemberwho  had  introduced 
it,  that  were,  he  would  assert,  utterly  un- 
founded. That  hon.  member  had  said,  that  the 
usual  allowance  to  the  working  slaves  in  the 
West-Indies,  was  from  four  to  seven  pints 
of  grain  in  a  week,  and  that  in  some  ot  the 
British  islands,  not  more  than  one-half  the 
portion  was  allowed  that  was  given  in 
others  \  and  that  not  more  than  half  the 
allowance  was  given  by  the  planters  on  their 
estates  to  their  working  negroes,  than  was 
usually  allowed  to  those  in  prisons  and  hos- 
pitals ;  and  that  though  this  allowance  was 
alleged  to  be  given  to  the  negro  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantum  of  land  allowed  him 
tor  cultivation  by  bis  own  labour,  which  in 
a  great  nomber  of  estates  was  little  or  none, 
no  man,  he  said,  could  make  such  an  asser- 
tion, who  was  not  utterly  ignorant  of  the  in- 
terior management  of  the  West-India  islands. 
Jt  u'as  a  gross  and  unfounded  imputation 
upon  his  brother  colonists,  whom  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  defend..  He  was  himself  pro- 
prictor  of  a  ^considerable  estate  in  the  Wesi- 
india  isiapds  ;  and  atier  he  had  formerly 
Opposed  the  bill  of  th^  hon«  member*  he 
}iad  viMtedthe  West-Ind»a  islands,  and  made 
tiie  (our  pf. eight  •o(  th^m«  to  b^  cooviQced 


from  his  own  observations  what  wat  the  real 
faot ;  and  every  where  he  found  'his  atten^ 
tioo  challeoged  by  the  comfortable  sttoatioo 
of  these  negroes^  plentifully  maiutained, 
whom  the  bononrable  member,  and  hit 
supporters,  bad  represented  as  in  a  star* 
vtog  situation.  He  declared  there  was  not 
a  single  instance  throughout  the  whole, 
where  the  negro  was  not  allowed  a  spot 
of  ground  for  his  own  cultivation,  and 
8o  extensive  and  productive  was  this  spot, 
in  a  great  many  instances,  that  no  allow'^ 
ance  was  made  to  the  negro  at  alK 
For,  except  merely  the  sheep  and  cows 
fed  on  the  pasture  lands,  which  belonged  to 
the  planters,  every  other  article  of  consurop* 
don  on  the  islands  was  furnished  by  the  ne- 
groes to  the  planters^  and  paid  for  by  them, 
such  as  the  hogs,  poultry,  esculent  vege«> 
tables,  &c  and  so  prtisperpus  were  the  ne- 
gro plantations  and  negro  tradesmen,  in  sotne 
of  the  islands,  and  particularly  in  Tobago, 
that  he  believed  there  was  scarcely  one  of 
them  at  this  moment  who  had  not  an  lOOL 
sterling  at  his  command.  It  had  l>een 
said  too,  that  the  planters  discouraged  breed- 
ing amongst  their  slaves;  and  with  this 
view  the  importation  ot  females  was  greatly 
inferior  to  that  of  males.  So  far  from  dis- 
couraging breeding,  though  it  was  their 
iritcreht,  they  could  not  effect  it :  for  even 
though  the  females  were  considerably  fewer 
tlian  the  males,  yet  of  this  few,  srtme  had 
four  wives,  and  many  of  these  too  Christi- 
ans ;  for  the  whole  1,300  upon  his  own 
estate  were  all  Christians  ;  and  though  very 
good  and  devout  Chrititians  in  all  other  re- 
spects, there  was  an  aristocracy  amongst 
them,  the  head  men  of.  which  could  have 
their  free- wife  and  their  love- wife*  It  was 
an  ^asy  matter  for  an  Engli'^h  country  gent, 
sitting  by  his .  fire  side,  to  amuse  himself 
with  declaiming  against  the  imaginary  cruelty 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  West- India  islands 
to  their  slaves,  upon  false  and  exaggerated 
accounts  ;  but  tlie  West-India  gentleman 
did  not  advert  to  the  many  seventies  and 
oppressions  imposed  upon  the  labouring  poor 
throughout  England,  by  the  arbitrary  hand 
of  the  country  justices  and  the  different  pa- 
rish-officers, of  which  so  many  severe  cases 
came  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  on 
appeals  respecting  the  poor*lawR.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  importation  of  African  slaves 
into  the  islands,  he  \vould  be  glad  to  learn 
how  otherwise  the  gap  was  to  be  filled  up  in 
the  population  of  tha  country,  which  war 
or  the  descents  of  the  enemy's  privateers  so 
frequently  created.  He  biroselt  had  lost  a 
CQ&jiiderable  number  of  valnable  negroes  by 
^e  war  \  4K)\r  wgs  be  to  xeplaoe  tbeoi  ))ut 
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by  importation?  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
assert,  that  the  abolition  of  the  import  trade 
was  inseparable  f^om.  emancipation,  that 
it  would  change  every  fee-simple  interest  in 
the  West-Indies  into  a  mere  life-interest  j 
Aat  it  would  destroy  the  whole  I'alue  of 
estates,  and  of  dowers  and  prqvisioos  for 
children  entailed  upon  thc;m  ;  and  he  con'* 
eluded  by  saying,  he  never  should  vote  for 
it,  unless  landed  proprietors,  whose  estates 
were  depopulated  by  war,  or  other  cause, 
were  permitted  in  such  case  to  scfnd  ships  to 
Africa  for  Ibo  purpose  of  purchasing  culti- 
vators ;  for  bow  was  the  land  to  be  cultiva- 
ted without  hands  ? 

Mr.  TPiLliam  Smith  deprecated  the  con- 
duct of  the  opposers  of  tiie  bill,  in  disputing 
it  night  aft(;r  night,  and  taking  up  the  tim« 
of  the  house  in  repeating  arguments  that  had 
been  an  hundred  times  refuted.  From  the 
*arj;uments  of  Mr.  Long,  the  historian  of 
Jamaica,  himself  an  enemy  to  the  abolition 
of  the  trade,  and  who  had  wrote  upon  this 
subject  long  before  it  was  agitated  in  parlia- 
ment, it  was  acknowledged  that  within  the 
islands  themselves  there  was  ample  means 
for  di«continuiQg  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  Africa.  He  was  heartily  sick  of 
the  term  ''  humanity^'*  so  bandied  about  by 
those  who  talked  of  the  benefits  conferred 
npon  the  African  by  taking  him  from  his 
country,  his  kindred,  and  lii^  dearest  con- 
nexions, to  transplant  him  to  a  distant 
inland,  and  a^better  situation.  We  had  no 
right  to  do  so  against  his  will,  even  though 
It  were  really  to  transfer  him  to  a  state  of  li- 
berty, comfort,  and  happiness.  How  much 
more  impious  and  unjust  was  it  then  to  pre- 
tend such  fl  right,  for  the  purpose  of  doom- 
ing him  and  his  posterity  to  endless  slavery. 
Upon  the  great  and  immutable  principle  of 
justice  then,  this  bill  was  not  to  be  shaken, 
and  he  trusted  the  house  would  no  longer 
sanction  the  violation  of  that  great  precept, 
**  thou  shalt  not  do  evil  that  good  may 
Gome  of  it."  The  evil,  in  this  case,  was 
positive  and  enormous,  the  result  as  to  any 
good  utterly  uncertain,  but  possibly  even 
much  more  miichievous  than  the  evil  itself 
in  the  first  instance— The  hon.  gent,  then 
alluded  to  a  paper  which  he  had  that  day 
found,  conuining  notes  of  wliat  had  been 
aaid  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  by  the 
late  Mr.  Burke,  taken  at  the  debate  in  which 
that  gent,  took  apart}  he  had  expressed, 
•that  merchants  and  planters  were  equally 
made  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
trade,  and  he  conclvided  by  observing,  that 
Xh^  qoeation  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
iradcstoo49uthe  broad  i^si?  pf  justice,  and 
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question  being  loudl) 
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lioi?,  with  the  words  "  first  of  Jan.  1805/' 
which  was  agreed  to.  He  also  moved  an 
amendment  in  the  words  *'  provided  always, 
that  no  «hip  bringing  negro  slaves  fron^ 
Africa  to  any  part  of  the  British  West-Indi^ 
islands, shall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  forfeiture^ 
wl^ich  shall  be  proved  not  to  have  taken  hct 
departure  from  any  port  in  G.  Britain  or 
Ireland,  before  the  expiration  of  fourteen  , 
days  after  the  passing  of  the  bill,  or  from 
any  other  port  in  Europe  or  Africa,  previous 
to  the  1st  of  August,  1604,'*  which  was 
agreed  to  \  the  chairman  left  the  chair, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow, when  counsel  are  to  be  heard. 

Earl  Temple  wished  the  hon.  member  who 
introduced,  the  bill  would  have  the  goodness 
to  say,  whether  he  would  consent  to  the  ex- 
amination of  some  further  witnesses  on  the 
report  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  IFilberforcc  answered,  certainly  not; 
but  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  noble 
lord,  if  he  wanted  evidence,  lo  the  volumes 
of  evidence  already  before  the  house  on  this 
subject,  in  tlie  many  successive  sessions  i( 
had  been  discussed. 

Mr»  Fuller  was  for  adducing  more  evi- 
dence^ and  said,  he  understood  the  African 
merchants  had  a  considerable  mass  of  tes- 
timony to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  jun,  said,  the  counsel  to- 
morrow would  urge  their  pleadings,  and 
prove  their  •  case  by  such  evidence  as  they 
thought  necessary  ;  and  if  they  should  then 
seem  too  tedious,  or  unnecessarily  protrac- 
tive,  the  house  would  use  its  own  discretion^ 

[West-India  Compensation."]  —  Mr. 
Manning  moved,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  thC' most  proper  mode 
of  making  compensation  to  those  persons 
who  should  sustain  injuries  or  losses  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bill  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  FiU  said,  he  should  certainly  object 
to  the  motion  in  its  present  form,  because  it 
assumed  as  a  principle,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  by  this  act  of  justice,  which  the  house 
had  thought  fit  to  adopt,  loss  and  injury  must 
necessarily  and  of  course  follow  to  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  West-India  trade.  The 
house,  however,  he  trusted,  would  not  he 
induced  to  concede  to  such  an  admission^ 
and  it  would  be  time  enough  for  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  parliament  to  devise  compen- 
sation when  any  special  case  of  loss  or  injui/ 

Tt  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


663} 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jvvz  ts,  ie04.-^Liskeafd  Election. 


tS64, 


sustaloed^  shoold  be  fairly  and  actually  made 
out.  He  did  not  ineari  to  argue  the  point 
noiy ;  but  at  all  events,  the  motion  was  in- 
formalf  and  he  believed  it  would  not  b^ 
regular  to  put  a  question  upon  it,  as  its  di- 
rect tendency  was  to  impose  a  public  ex- 
pense upon  the  cpuntry,  and  it  did  no^ 
2;ome  recommended  by  the  crown. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  even  in  the  very 
first  instance  losses  and  injuries  would  be 
inevitably  susiigned  by  persons  who  bad 
formed  contracts  and  vested  capitals  in  this 
trade ;  but  it  was  extremely  desirable  to 
know  what  would  be  the  properest  mode 
of  proceeding  to  claim  compensation ;  whe- 
ther each  individual  injured  waste  make 
out  a  special  case  for  parliament,  or  wht;- 
ther  all  collectively,  for  hundreds  would 
be  injured,  though  the  general  sum  of 
compensation  might  not  be  considerable. 
He  wished  also  to  know  whether,  the  house 
having  adopted  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  tr^de,  it  was  to  be  understood 
.  the  crown  would  not  recommend  compen- 
sation. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  whether  the  crown 
would  or  would  not  recommend  compensa- 
tion, he  was  not  now  prepared  i&  say ;  but 
the  motion  for  the  present  was  irregular. 

The  Speaker  corroborated  this  declara- 
tion, and  declined  putting  the  question. 

[AoDiTioNAj.  Force  Bill.] — Mr. 
Grey  rose  to  ask  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
feellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  the  report  of  the  additional  force  bill, 
after  the  committee  on  Thursday  nighty  or 
on  a  subsequent  day  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  answered,  that  unless  some 
|)oin(s  should  arise  in  the  committee,  to 
protract  the  discussion  to  a  late  hour  oh 
Thursday,  'it  was  his  intention  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  on  the  report  that  even- 
ibff,  otherwise  on  Friday,  in  order  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  on  Monday.  Ad« 
journed. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Wednesday^  June  13,  1804. 
[Minutes  ]— The  bills  upon  the  table 
were  forwarded  in  their  respective  stages. 
Among  these,  the  Irish  public  accounts'  bill 
passed  through  a  committee,  was  reported, 
^nd  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
|-ow^--.Thc  commitment  of  the  Dublin  arch- 
episcopal  palace  bill  was  postponed. — One 
'private  bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
i^ns  and  read  a  first' time.— Some  private 
*i)u«ness  was  then  disposed  of,  and  their 
Lord  skips  adjourned  till  to-morrow, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOITS, 
IT^dfUsJqy,  June  13,  1604. 


[Minutes.  1— Lord  Stopford  at  the  bar, 
acquainted  the  house  that  his  Majesty  had 
been  waited  on  with  several  addresses  from 
the  house,  and  that  his  Majesty  had  been 
graciously  pleased  to  issue  orders  accord* 
ingly.—- Mr.  R.  Mitford,.  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  customs  in  Scotland,  presented^ 
pursuant  to  order  of  the  house,  accounts 
of  the  quantity  of  corn,  grain,  malt,  dour,, 
meal,   &c.   exported  from   and  imported 
into  Scotland^  occ.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  to  be  printed. — Mr.  RonC  moved, 
that  so  much  of  the  43d  of  his  Majesty  as 
related   to  the  sale  of  East-India  goods, 
taken  and  condemned  as  prizes,  should   be 
read..   He  then  moved  that  the  house  re- 
solve into  a  committee  to  consider  of  said 
act. — Tiie  house  having  resolved  into  the 
committee,    Mr.   Sturges  Bourne    in    the 
chair,  Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  by   this   act, 
no  East-  India  prize  which  might  be  taken 
into    any   of  the   outer    ports   could    be 
exposed  to  sale,  the  act  providing,    that 
snch  goods  should  be  brought  to  Loudon 
for  that  purpose.     Many  privateers  had  la« 
ken  goods  of  that  description  into  Liverpool, 
where   they    had  been  landed  and  ware- 
housed ;  and  it  was  to  enable  the  captains 
to  dispose  of  tliem  in  that  port,  without  the 
expense  of  sending  them  to  London,  that 
he   moved,  that  it  be  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  the  chairman  do  move  the 
hnuse  ibr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose.      On    the    house    being     resu- 
med,  leave  was  given.— On   the  motion 
of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  the  committees  of 
supply  and   ways  and  means  were  put  off 
till  Friday.— On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  comoiittee 
on  the  linen  duty  exemption  bill.     There- 
port  to  be  received  to-morrow. — ^Thehouse, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  went  into  the 
committee  on  the  43d  of  his  Majesty,  re» 
lative  to  the  regulation  of  the  corn  trade 
between  England  and  Ireland.  •  The  com- 
mittee resolved  that  the  act  ought  to  b^ 
revived  ;  and  the  chairma;),  Mr.  Alexander, 
was  directed  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  accordingly.  The  house  then  rejsumed^ 
the  report  was  received,  and  leave   was 
given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 

[LisKEARD  Election.*]— Mr.  Greg^r 
presented  a  petition  from  John  Dayman, 
under  sheriff  of  Cornwall,  who  is  n©w  in 
the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  \  sta- 
ting>' thajt  his  having  ^ent  up  a  double  To- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fl§5J         PARL.  DEBATES,  June  13,  1804.— MjX  Linen  Manufaciure  Bill       \GQd 


turn  from  Liskeard,  on  the  9th  of  March 
last,  proceeded  entirely  from  inexperience, 
and  not  from'  any  intention  of  violating 
the  privileges  of  parliament;  that,  for  this 
improper  conduct,  he  asked  pdrdon  of 
the  house ;  and  he  humbly  prayed,  that 
the  house  would  extend  their  indulgence 
to  him  in  his  present  situation.  The  hon. 
gent,  then  moved,  that  Mr.  John  Daynian 
be  brought  up  to-morrow,  in  order  to  be 
discharged. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  make  the 
slightest  opposition  to  the  motion.  He  did 
think  that  the  transaction  in  which  this  man 
had  been  involved  was  one  of  that  nature, 
which,  if  the  house  passed  over  without 
some  mark  of  censure,  it  would  abandon 
Its  privileges.  ^He  u'as  ready  to  admit  that 
there  were  many  circumstances  of  extenu- 
ation in  this  man's  case,  which  might  call 
for  the  indulgence  of  the  housft ;  and  he 
hoped  the  example,  which  his  case  now  af- 
forded, 'would  have  its  due  effect  in  pre- 
venting alike  offence,  on  the  part  of  others. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Irish  Linen  Manufacture  Bill.] 
—Mr.  Foster  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
Tor  the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  of  "the  linen  trade.  And 
the  house  being  in  a  committee,  he  said, 
the  meisufe  which  he  had  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  embraced 
three  material  objects.  In  the  first  place, 
he  meant  to  propose  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  appointing  linen  inspectors  in  Ire- 
land. The  trustees  '  there  had  now  the 
power  of  appointing  four  inspectors ;  but 
it  woufd  be  necessary  to  give  them  a  fur- 
ther powctto  appoint  others  in  their  stead, 
if  it  should  be  necessary  ;  in  order  to  guard 
against  any  frauds  that  might  be  practised 
in  the  inspection  of  lirtens.  The  next  re- 
■gplation  was  one  which  concerned  England; 
and  the  object  of  it  was,  to  give  speedy  re- 
dres<,  when  it  should  be  required,  to  par- 
ties complaining  of  the  bad  qualify  of  linen. 
When  a  complaint  of  this  kind  was  made 
in  Ireland,  the  trustees  of  the  linen  board 
had  the  power  of  summoning  all  the  parties, 
and  referring  the  matter  in  dispute  to  two 
or  three  persons,  whose  busine^is  it  was  to 
'examine  the  linens,  and  to  see  if  they  were 
damaged,  unsound,  or  bad,  and  were  to 
]give  a  decision  on  oath,  which  decision 
k>n  oath  ^vas  binding  on  the  parties.  Tki^ 
'kitnmary  mode  of  proceeding  prevented 
'much  litigation,-  and  produced  very  beije^* 
fieial  effects.  '  It  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose the  adoption  of  a  similiir  system  in 
liondon,  *for  the  purpose  of  protectmg  the 
Englwh  purchasers,  of.  linen-  against-  aiiy 


frauds  whatever,  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
goods.  The  linen  board  of  Dublin  had  an 
agent  residing  hercj  and  whenever  a  coivt- 
plaint  was  made  against  the  quality  of 
linen,  brought  over  here  from  Ir<ft^nd,  it 
would  be  proper  to  invest  this  agen{  with  1 
power  to  examine  persons  on  oath,  in  Ih^ 
same  manner  as  was  done  ih  Dublin,  as  to 
the  state  of  such  linen.  The  linen  must  be 
produced  before  two  persons  who  should 
be  sworn  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial  de- 
cision. The  agent  here  should  have  in  this 
respect  the  same  power  as  possessed  by  the 
trustees  in  Dublin.  The  parties  in  Irelahd 
might  appeal  against  the  decision  of  this 
tribunal,  but,  if  they  did,  it  must  be  at 
their  own  risk  3  and  if  they  did  not  sue* 
ceed  in  the  appeal,  they  must  pay  all  ex- 
penses which  they  had  put  the  others  to. 
The  third  point  which  formed  a  part  of  "his 
plan  went  to'  ensure  the  quality  of  the 
linen.  The  bleachers  of  Ireland  have  latdy 
made  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  bleach* 
ing  linen  ;  instead  of  potash,  they  employ- 
ed an  ingredient  called  muriatic  acid.  It 
was  said  bv  mapy  persons,  that  this  consi- 
derably injured  the  quality  of  the  linen  5 
although  it  had  the  effect  of  bleaching 
much  sooner  ;  and  it  was  thought  the  use 
of  it  ought  to  be  discourageid.  On  this 
subject,  he  could  giv«  no  other  opinion 
than  this,  that  experience  had  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently ascertained  whether  it  was  inja- 
rious  or  not,  and  that  therefore  it  would 
liot  be  proper,  without  further  information, 
to  forbid  the  use  of  it  altogether.  But,  in 
order  to-Satisfythose  who  thought  it  injured 
the  linen,  and  prevent  any  deception  froni 
being  practised  on  them,  it  should  be  pro- 
vided, that  every  licensed  bleacher,  when 
he  sent  his  linens  to  market,  should  be 
obliged  to  put  under  his  name  the  word 
muriatic  on  each  piece  of  linen  bleachedf 
by  means  of  muriatic  acid.  By  this  meani?, 
if  the  thing  was  bid,  the  public  artd  the 
purchasers  would  know  at  once  what  to  ^xy^ 
and  be  protected  against  fraud  ;  and  if  it 
should  be  found,  on  experience,  to  be 
good,  the  public  would  have  the  benefit  of 
it  in  time  3  for  it  would  in  time  find  its 
own  way.  These  were  the  principal  re- 
gulations which  he  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  linen  trade  \  and  having  thus  stated 
them  briery,  .^e  would  not  take  up  the  time 
^f  the  house  any  longer  than  barely  tigimgive 
a  resolution,  that  the  chairman  do  ask  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
the  laws  relative  to  the  linen  manufactures 
of  Ireland. ^The  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  houii^  being  resumed,  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Kiff  tt  the  lame  tixnty  observed,  that 
^  progress  of  bleachiog  by  the  help  of 
miirbtic  acid  was  very  prejudicial  to  the 
Uoen. 

[MlSDBMKAWOUR  PftOStCUTIOV  Bll.L.1 

—Mr.  Charles  Dundas  au>ved  the  order  for 
reoeiving  the  report  of  the  misdemeaiiour 
prosecation  bilL 

Mr.  ffindbam  objected  to  the  bill,  as  a 
measore  comiDg  into  the  hotise  under  the  , 
authority  aod  recommendatioa  of  the  quar- 
ter sessions,  which  might  entertain  views  oq 
such  a  subject,  very  dimrent  from  wiiat  the 
boose  ought  to  have.  He  was  sorry  to  ob<- 
•erve,  that,  for  some  years,  the  house  had 
been  loo  much  in  the  habit  of  legislating  iu 
the  spirit  of  county  quarter  sessions.  This 
bill  purported  to  be  an  act  for  the  noainte* 
nance  of  the  doe  auihority  of  magistrates* 
AU  that  was  very  proper;  but  what  was 
meant  in  the  bill  by  due  authoritv  ?  Was 
there  any  relaxation  of  their  authority,  to 
require  a  penal  statute  to  enforce  it  ?  This 
was  not  a  proper  mode  of  proceeding}  it 
was  going  into  a  general  cdovass  for  new 
penal  laws.  Disapproving,  as  he  did,  of 
the  bill,  unless  some  necessity  was  shewn 
for  it,  he  wished  it  might  be  put  off  to  some 
distant  day :  and,  if  such  a  measure  was 
necessary,  let  it  be  brought  forward  pext 
session. 

Mr.  Charles  Dunias  said,  he  was  willing 
to  put  this  bill  off  till  Friday,  aod  afterwards 
for  three  months,  if  required.  He  said,  he 
had  brouj^t  it  forward  at  the  request  of  se* 
veral  magistrates  in  the  county  to  which  he 
belonged,  aod  who  declared,  that,  u  ithout 
such  a  measure,  they  could  not  properly  go 
on  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  law 
was  not  to  be  altered  by  it,  but  would  be 
more  effectuallv  executed.  Many  prosecu- 
tions had  failed,  in  consequence  of  magis-^ 
trates  not  knowing  who  were  to  defray  the 
expense,  li  a  man  should  commit  perjury 
before  them,  they  had  a  right  to  commit  for 
trial ;  but  they  could  not  determine  who 
should  defray  the  expense  of  the  prosecution. 
This  was  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  regu- 
lated. .That  Was  the  object  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  house. 

Mr.  Wilheffir^e  declared,  diat  the  magis^ 
tmtes  of  Yorkshire  had  stated  to  him,  that 
they  felt  great  difficulty  in  discharging  their 
duty,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  such  ap 
act  as  this. 

Mr.  Fdxmi,  he  did. not  rise  to  opposi 
thebilU  but  merely  to  ask,  if  the  bill  was 
to  pass  away  till  next  session,  why  it  might 
2u>t  be  put  off  at  once,  instead  of  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  bouse  ^y  bringing  it  focAEMEd 
ncxtFridqr? 


Mr.  CharUs  Dundas  smd,  he  had  no  ob* 
jectton  to  do  so ;  and  the  bill  was  accord** 
ingly  put  off  for  three  months. 

[Woollen  Manufacture  Bill.]-* 
Mr.  H,  LasciUes  rose  to  move  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  th^  York* 
shire  clothiers*  regulation  bill.  And  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  it  necessary  to  say  a 
few  words  lypon  the  subject  of  it.  He  had 
brought  in  toat  bill,  pursuant  to  certain  pe- 
titions which  he  had  presented  to  the  house, 
without  giving  any  opinion  whatever  opoo 
the  subject.  There  ware  many  old  aod  ob« 
solete  statutes  on  the  subject  of  the  woollen 
noanufacture,  which  had  long  been  wholly 
inapplicable  to  the  trade  itself ;  and  of  course, 
were  not  obeyed.  Several  vexatious  prose- 
cutions  were  carried  on  for  the  non-observ- 
ance of  these  statutes ;  so  as  to  render  it  ne» 
cessary,  fur  the  relief  of  cloth  manufacturers, 
last  year,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  all  the 
penal  actions  then  pen(jliog.  That  bill  Would 
expire  on  the  first  of  July,  and  then  the  ac* 
tioQs  might  go  on,  unless  a  fresh  bill  was 
introduced,  and  the  act  revived.  But  that 
hill  chiefly  affected  the  clothiers  in  the  west 
of  England,  who  (iiflercd  very  materially 
from  the  clothiers  of  Yorkshire.  The  former 
acted  in  the  double  character  of  manufiictu* 
rers  and  merchants.  But  those  of  York- 
shire acted  as  a  kind  of  middle  men,  and 
carried  on  the  trade  on  an  inferior  scale. 
When  their  goods  were  manufactured,  they 
carried  them  to  market,  and  sold  them  te 
others,  who  were  merchants.  The  situation, 
therefore,  and  the  interest  of  these  parties, 
were  different.  Some  of  the  old  sti^utes 
affected  the  manufacturers  of  the  west  of 
England,  but  did  not  affect  those  of  York^ 
shire.  With  respect  to  the  bill  now  before 
tbe  house,  he  certainly  thought  it  contained 
principles  which  the  house  ought  not  to  en- 
tertain iMstily.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
whole  coontiy  fvas  unanimous  on  the  subject 
of  it.  There  was  a  certain  district  which 
would  certainly  not  agree  to  it;  and  if  the 
bill  should  pass,  he  hoped  that  district  would 
be  excluded  from  its  operation.  If  not,  the 
manufactar»:s  of  that  district  would  go  inte 
Laocashire,  and  carry  on  their  trade  there. 
He  did  not  think  it  fit  that  a  restrictive  law 
should  operate  io  one  place,  and  that  th^ 
people  of  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  should  be 
left  to  carry  oB  their  business  as  they  pleas- 
ed. The  people  w|io  were  hostile  to  thif 
bill,  did  not  petition  against  it ;  because 
they  knew  that  the  house  of  commona 
would  never  nsaiatain  su^h  a  principle  of 
trade  as  it  held  out  He  wished  lo  take  thil 
opportunity  of  asking  the  right  bop.  gent.a|t 
the  head  of  his  Majesty's  cabioetj  whethcf 
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ke  thought  it  would  be  right  next  3rear  to 
revise  the  whole  of  the  statutes  relative  to 
the  wobUcD  maivdfacturers,  and  bring  for- 
ward, in  the  coarde  of  next  session,  sonie 
ainaple,  connprehenst-ve,  and  effectual  law 
on  this  subject  ?  He  earnestly  wished  that 
the  business  might  be  taken  up  on  a  broad 
ground  at  sonae  future  period  j  and  if  so,  the 
present  bill  would  be:  unnecessary. 

Admiral  Berkely  said,  he  was  happy  to 
bear  so  ample  ao  explanation  on  the  subject 
from  the  hoo.  gent.  The  present  bill  be 
considered  unnecessary :  and  would  there- 
fore move  to  put  it  off  for  tbree  months. 

Mr»  Pitt  saidi  it  was  most  evident  that  the 
bill  contained  provisions  which  ought  not  to 
be  adopted  without  mature  delibermion,  and 
he  did  not  tbtnk  it  ought  to  be  passed  in  the 
present  session.  With  respect  to  the  revt- 
tton  of  those  penal  statutes,  on  which  many 
vexatious  actions  had  been  brought,  he  could 
not  pledge  himself  to  the  hon.  gent,  as  to 
his  adopting  any  measure  on  the  subject 
hereafter.  It  was  much  to  be  wished  that 
the  consideration  of  the  whole  of  those  sta* 
totes  might  be  gone  into^  but,  at  the  pre« 
tent  advanced  period  of  8ession»  he  was 
afraid  that  could  not  be  done ;  and  that  no 
other  mode  for  meeting  the  exigency  of  the 
moment  could  be  resorted  to,  but  that  of 
reviving  the  suspending  act  of  last  session. 
He  hoped,  however,  diaC,  in  another  session, 
the  business  might  be  introduced  in  a  man- 
ner by  which  it  might  be  brought  to  some 
general  conclusion. 

Mr.  Brook  said,  th&t  the  bill  passed  last 
session  for  suspending  the  penal  actions,  bad 
cost  the  parties  interested  in  bringing  it  for- 
ward, no  less  a  sum  than  J  3,0001. 

Mr.  WUberforce  wished  the  bill  to  be  put 
off,  and  that  some  great  and  effectual  regu- 
lation might  be  adqpted  for  the  whole  king- 
dom. Rut  he  would  never  consent  to  any 
measure,  that  might  alter  or  interrupt  that 
general  system  of  domestic  industry  and  dp* 
mestic  happiness,  which  prevailed  among 
the  cloth  manu&cturers  olf  the  county  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent. — The  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  then  put  off  for  three 
months. 

[Slave  TradcI— ^On  ^^^  report  of  the 
bill  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
qoeKtion  being  pol  for  calling  in  counsel ; 

.Mr.  Wilberforce  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  move  an  amendocient  in  the  bill.  The 
bill  already  stdted,  that  all'  vessels  coming 
with  slaves  to  the  West  Indies,  aUer  the  l^st 
of  January,  should  be  forfeited,  except  those 
that  had  cleared  out  from  Ore  a  t  Britain 
within  14  days  after  the. pasting  of  the  act. 
But  aa  be  uoderstopd  man7  v^ieis  hM  been 


for  some  time  in  a  stata  of  pief)tnit!oo«  anl 
might  not  be  able  to  dear  Mt  wirhto  that 
period,  and  as  they  might  suffer  great  in-* 
jury,  if  the  words  stood  as  they  now  werd 
in  the  bill,  he  should  mov6  to  insert,  inste9d 
of  them,  **  the  l$t  of  October  1804.-— The 
counsel  in  attendance  were  then  called  into 
argue  according  to  the  different  petitioieil 
against  the  bill.— Mr.  Pigoland  Mr.  Plufnef 
appeared  at  the  har  as  coodsel  for  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  mortgagees,  trading  to^ 
and  possessing  property  in,  the  West  India 
islands.  ^Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Clarke; 
as  counsel  for  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Liverpool  i  and  Mr.  Scarlet,  as  counsel  fot 
Mr.  Lyon,  agent  for  the  island  of  Jamaica. 
—The  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  title 
of  the  different  Petitions  were  read.-*Mr. 
Pigot  proceeded  ki  argument  as  leading 
counsel  against  the  bill.  After  he  had  spo^ 
ken  for  a  few  minutes,  Mr.  Fuller  mbved 
that  the  bouse  be  counted.  There  being 
only  thirty  menibers  present^  an  adjournment 
of  course  took  place. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  14,  1804. 

[Minutes  ]— The  farther  consideration 
of  the  claim  of  Sir  C.  Bishop,  hart  to  the 
barony  of  Zouche,  which  stood  upon  order 
in  a  committee  of  privileges  this  diy,  was 
adjourned  till  this  day  se'nnight— Ceriain 
papers  relative  to  the  appeal  from  the  Irish 
court  of  chancery,  Hamilton  v.  Sibthorpe^ 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Eeyoolds,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table.— The  bills  upon 
the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  respective 
stages.  Among  these  the  Irish  public  ac- 
counts* bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  a  message  sent  to  acquaint  the  commons 
therewith.— Some  private  business  was  then 
disposed  of,  and  their  lordships  adjoumt4 
till  to-morrow. 


i=» 


HOUSE  OF  COMli«)NB, 
Thursday f  June  14,  1804. 

[Minutes.]— Sir  John  Keane  prc«ent«4 
a  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Youghall,  in  the  county  pf  Cork, 
against  the  com  trade  bill,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Lord  MarshatQ, 
chairman  of  the  Middlesex  comipittee,  stat- 
ed, that  William  Uett  had  been  guilty  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  summons  of  the  committeef 
and  of  gross  mi,sbehavioar  when  brought  be- 
fore the  committee.  He  therefore  moved, 
.tbat^.the  said  William  llatt  be  committed  to 
,  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arnis,  ai^d  th4t 
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the  seijeant  at  arms  ^11  take  the  said  Wm. 
lietc  before  the  cocniBittee  as  often  as  may  be 
foond  oecessaxyi  which  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly.-^On  4be  motion  of  Mr.  Manniiig,  an 
bumble  address,  was  ordered  to  be  fyres^nted. 
to  his  Majesty^  praying,  that  an  account  be 
laid  before  the  bouse  of  all  the  silver  import- 
ed into  Xhemint^  and  of  all  the  silver  tbat 
bad  been  coined  from  the  18th  of  March 
l?97to  the  21st  of  Dec.  1603:,  specifying 
tfaue  respective  49tes  when  the  bullion  was 
received.    Ordered. -r^Mr.  Foster  brought  in 
the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  linen 
manufacture  in  Ireland,  which  was  read  a 
6rst  tiuietand  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. — A^  mes- 
aoge  from  the  lords  was  received,  giving 
th^r  cpocurrenoe  to  the  annual  Irish  ac- 
counts* presentation  bill,  and  to  two  other 
private  bills.-  On  the  motion  of  the  solicitor 
general,   the  attorneys*  indemnity  bill  was 
read  a  third  time;ind  passed. — Sir  John  Sin- 
clair broughtup  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  quantity  of 
iiiaU  made  from  barley,  tlie  growth  of  Scot- 
land, and  that  made  from  barley,  the  growth 
of  England,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabiei  and  to  be  |»^inted. — On  the  motion  of 
Sir  Theophilus  Metcalf  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  cotton  manufacture  bill,  Colonel 
Stanley  begged  it  to  be  understood  that  his 
silence  in  the  present  stage  of  this  bill  should 
not  be  construed  into  approbation,  or  con- 
sidered as  preventing  his  objecting  to  it  at 
a  future  period.    The  bill  was  then  read  a 
second  tinoe,  and  committed  for  Tuisday 
next. — Mr.  Rose  brought  in  a  bill  for  the 
sale  of  certain  'East  India  prize  goods  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  which  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
to-morrow..i— Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  linen  exemption   duty  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. — 
Mr.  H.  LasccUes  moved,  that  leave  be^ivcn 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  suspension 
of  certain  acts  relative  to  the  woollen  manu- 
facture, which  expire  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1804,  to  the   1st  of  July,    1805.— Sir  C. 
Bunbnry  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  sta<e  of  the  corn  laws,  which  was  ordered 
for  consideration  on  Tuesday  next,  and  to 
be  printed. — Mr.  Whitbread  slated,  that  the 
papers  he  had  moved  for  concerning  the 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland  were  not  yet  ar- 
rived ;  but  as  ihey  were  daily  expected,  and 
would  not  be  bulky,  and  might  soon   bd 
printed,  he  would  now  give  notice  that,  on 
to-morrow  sennight,  he  would  bring  for- 


ward a  motion  on  the  subject— Mr.  Foster 
gave  iMjticc,  that,  on  Wednesday,  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  h6  should 
bring  forward  a  nootion  respepting  the  finan- 
cial wtuaiion  of  Ireland.. 

[LisxEAKD  Election.J — :The  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  that  John  Dayman  be 
brought  to  ihe  bar  of  the  hpuse,  and  he  b«- 
ing  brought  to  the  bar, 

The  Speaker  reprimanded  him,   in    the 
name  of  the  house,,  for  his  conduct  in  his 
office,  in  the  late  return  for  the  borough  of 
Liskeard:   the  reprimand  .was  as  follows^ 
viz:  "Mr.  John  Dayman,  a  select  com- 
mittee of  this  house,  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  tlie  last  return  for 
the  borough  of  Liskeard,  have  reported,  that 
you,  being  under-sheriflf  of  thecounty  of 
Cornwall,  in  annexing  to  the  writ  the  in- 
denture complained  of  by  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Huskisson,  acted  contrary  to  your  duty, 
and  in  violation  of  the  privilege»-of  parlia- 
ment :    upon  this  charge  you   have   beea 
heard ;  and  the  house,   after  hearing  you, 
has  resolved,  that  you  are  goilly  of  the  of- 
fence laid  to  your  charge,  and  has  ordered 
you  into  the  custody  where  you  noware. — 
The  office  of  sheriff  is  a  trust  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  parliamentary  consolation 
of  this  country ;  tlie  impartial  executicm  of 
its  duties  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  house;  and  all  practices  employed  to 
falsify  or  delay  the  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament  demand  the  severest  ex- 
amination.—  Your    professional    education 
and  general  habits  of  life  ought  tohave  made 
you  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the  office 
which  you  undertook,  or  yon  should  have 
abstained  from  it  altogether;  besides  which, 
it  is  but  too  plain,  from  the  facts  in  evidence, 
that  your  attentiob  was  awakened  at  tlie 
lime  to  the  illegality,  of  the  act  which  you 
proceeded  deliberately  to  commit.  —  This 
bouse,  nevertheless,  in  consideration  of  your 
alleged  inexperience  in  such  matters,  and 
the  contrition  which  vou  now  feel  for  your 
offence;  and  hoping  that  the  public  notice 
which  your  case  has  attracted  may  operate^ 
as  a  salutary  warning  to  others  upon  whom 
the  like  duties  may  devolve,  has.  ordered 
that  you  be  now  discharged ;  and  yoti  are 
discharged  accordingly,  paying  your  fees/*— 
Ordered,,  nem.  con.;  that  what  has  been  now 
said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  reprimanding  the 
said  Mr.  John  Dayman^  be  entered  in  the 
Journal  of  this  House. 

[Addi  T  lONAL  Force  Bill.]— The  C*<wi- 
ceiior  of  the  Exche^UtiT  moved  the  order  pf 
the4ay  for  taking  this  bill  into  further  con- 
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sideration,  and  that  it  be  re^commrtted  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  hous^.'  I'he  house 
accordingly  went*  into  a  committee.  The 
clause  specifying  the  number  of  men  in- 
tended to  be  raised  in  each  county  being 
read, 

Mr.  Johnstone  rose,  and  said,  be  objected 
to  the  clause  alluded  to,  not  from  his  being 
one  of  those  who  disapproved  of  the  bill 
in  tbtOy  from  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pit?)  had  come 
into  office,  but  t>ec3use  he  thought  the  bill 
totally  nugatory,  inadequate  to  the  objects 
in  view,  and  unworthy  of  the  great  talents 
which  that  right  hon.  gent,  possessed.  It 
commanded  the  people  to  do  that  which  it 
was  impossible  they  could  be  able  to  do  j  it 
commanded  them  to  raise  a  certain  number 
of  men  forthwith.  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
advert  to  what  had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  army  of  reserve.  That  body  of  men 
were  nearly  90OO  deficient  of  their  number. 
A  great  part  of  that  deficiency  originated 
in  the  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surry,  Kent, 
and  Essex ;  and  he  contended  that  it  arose 
not  from  any  want  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the 
parishes  to  complete  their  numbers,  they 
having  used  every  possible  exertion.  If  pa- 
risrhes  were  not  able  to  raise  men,  by  grant- 
ing bounties  of  40l.  or  501.  how  was  it  pos- 
sible that  the  house  should  flatter  itself  that 
they  would  be  enabled  to  raise  them  by  the 
low  bounties  suggested  by  that  bill  >  What- 
ever influence  the  parish  officers  possessed, 
k  was  only  to  be  found  in  the  internal  parts 
of  the  country.  It  was  impossible  to  suppose 
that  parish  officers,  or  church- wardens, 
conld  be  instrumental  in  raising  men  in  the 
city  of  London,  while  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex alone  there  was  actually  a  deficiency 
of  1800  men  for  the  army  of  reserve;  a 
circumstance  which,  he  thought,  arose  from 
so  many  of  the  inhabitants  not  having  a 
fixed  and  permanent  residence  when  the 
ballots  took  place.  There  could  not  be  any 
possible  remedy  in  that  particular,  while  at 
Uie  same  time  the  short  space  of  forty  day», 
lifter  the  first  meeting  of  the  lieutenancy, 
was  all  that  was  allowed  to  raise  the  men  3 
that  was  a  circumstance  which  increased  the 
hardship  in  an  excessive  degree,  by  exposing 
parishes  to  a  fine  of  201.  for  each  deficiency. 
He  suggested,  therefore,  that  some  further 
alteration  should  be  made  as  to  those  parti- 
rulars. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
^&fr  perfectly  opposite  conclusions  from 
those  of  the  hon.  gent,  with  respect  to  th- 
\*ord  forthwith.  Although  that  word  was 
used  in  that  particular  clause,  yet  the  time 
and  manner  in  which  the  men  were  to  be 

Vol.  II, 


raised,  was  reg'ulated  by  the  subsequent 
clauses.  It  ought  to  have  been  considered 
wheih'-'r  or  not  the  chance  of  raising  men 
was  increased  or  diminished.  It  would 
somewhat  surprise  the  house  to  understand,' 
that  the  experience  they  had  had  of  the  army* 
of  reserve  was  exceedingly  favourable  to- 
wards the  accomplishment  of  what  was  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.  The  total  niimber  re- 
quired by  the  late  act  of  parliament  alluded 
to,  was  between  33,000  and  34,000  men. 
The  number  actually  raised  since  that  act 
passed,  during  last  session,  had  been  31,753 
men.  There  were,  therefore,  .only  about 
2,000  deficient  of  the  intended  number  of 
the  army  of  reserve  in  England.  Was  there 
then  any  01  her  mode  which  could  be  adopted 
foK  the  purpose  of  raising  mt;n  with  greater 
expedition  ?  Thit  deficiency  arose  from 
various  causes.  Of  that  pumber  there  had 
only  been  rejected  and  discharged  as  unfit 
1,752,  which  was  a  sufficient  answer  to 
those  who  had  stigmatized  that  measure  as 
calculated  only  to  collect  the  dregs  of  the 
country  that  would  be  unfit  for  service.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  stated  also,  that  of  that 
number  there  had  been  only  530  deaths, 
which  was  rather  extraordinary  considering 
that  that  measure  also  had  been  calculated 
to  rjise  only  the  diseased  and  profligate.  By 
the  measure  he  proposed,  all  ihat  was  ad- 
vantageous in  the  former  measure  would  be 
preserved,  while  it  put  an  end  to  the  com- 
petition produced  by  crimps,  of  whom  some 
gentlemen  who  were  against  great  bounties 
were  very  fond.  That  the  army  of  reserve 
system  had  not  succeeded  in  London  fully 
to  their  exp3ctation,  could  be  no  serious  ar- 
gument against  it,  as  it  haJ  succeeded  in 
most  other  places.  It  was  rather  an'  argu- 
ment, indeed,  he  said,  for  applying  a  re- 
medy to  the  measiire,  where  deficient, 
which  the  present  bill  went  to  do,  but  not 
for.  rejecting  it.  In  the  case  of  London, 
and  other  such  instances,  it  might  be  proper, 
perhaps,  to  adopt  particular  provisions  cal-' 
culated  to  meet  the  exigency.  He  could 
not  see  the  force  of  the  objection  to  the  short- 
ness of  the  time  fixed,  posterior  to  which 
the  fines  shou'd  be  levied.  Forty  days  he 
certainly  thought  sufficient.  It  was  well' 
knowh  that  the  first  exertions  were'  gene- 
rally marked  with  the  greatest  ardour.  By 
delay,  men*  become  cool  and  indiffisrent,  till 
I  heir  zeal  totally  evaporated.  Tlie  penalties 
inflicted  on  individuals  by  the  army  of  re- 
serve, were  of  a  much  severer  nature  than 
any  fine  proposed  now  to  be  im ported.  These 
severities  the  present  bill  went  to  remedy, 
while  experience  gave  us  the  hope  that  men 
were  to  be  had. 
Uu 
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Mr.  Wtndham  said*  the  right  bon.  geot. 
seemed  to  have  adopted  the  opinions  of  the 
ancient  Britons,  who  believed  they  succeed- 
ed to  all  the  virtues  of  the  enemy  they  kill- 
ed ;  and  therefore  gave  the  house  a  history 
of  the  wonderful  ejects  of  the  Army  of  Re- 
serve bill,  passed  under  the  administration 
of  his  defeated  antagonist.  As  to  the  high 
bounties,  he  observed,  that  if  the  memory 
of  them  could  be  entirely  done  away,  the 
present  measures  might  have  a  greater  in- 
lluence.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
consider  what  effect  the  remembrance  of 
high  bounties  might  have,  and  the  probable 
time  in  which  the  men  could  be  raised,  ere 
lines  were  imposed  for  delinquency.  It  was 
impossible  to  do  away  that  objection :  the 
Army  of  Reserve  bill  was  totally  inapplica- 
ble to  this  one,  which  was  new,  and  of 
which  we  had  had  no  experience.  The 
principles  of  the  one  were  totally  different 
from  those  of  the  other,  and  therefore  it 
was  improper  to  argue  from  what  had  been 
done,  while  we  were  considering  what  was 
to  be  done.  In  regard  to  the  Army  of  Re- 
serve, it  was  a  fact,  that  the  recruiting  offi- 
cers were  often  obliged  to  give  way,  because 
they  could  not  get  men ;  they  were  forced 
to  take  those  wbo  had  been  rejected  by  the 
regiments  of  the  line.  It  was  not  therefore 
to  be  argued  that  the  men  raised  were  all 
good  who  were  not  rejected,  because  there 
had  been  a  great  number  of  them  whom  no 
officer  would  have  taken,  had  he  found 
means  to  procure  better.  As  to  the  deaths 
which  had  occurred  amongst  them,  there 
was  no  proportion  which,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, could  bear  a  comparison  with 
the  ordinary  bills  of  mortality.  The  infer- 
ence to  be  drawn  from  the  statement  made 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  be,  that  men 
procured  in  such  a  manner  as  they  had  been, 
the  most  infamous,  tlie  most  diseased,  and 
most  debauched  classes  of  people,  were  com- 
pletely cured ;  and  that  a  bounty  of  30l.  or 
40l.  to  people  of  that  description  was  fa- 
vourable to  human  life.  It  was  one  of  the 
objections  to  this  bill,  that  crimps  must  be 
had  recourse  to  as  one  of  the  modes  to  form 
the  completioxfbf  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised. 

Sir  W,  Young  objected  to  the  clause 
which  empowers  inspectors  general  to  ap- 
point persons  to  assist  the  deputy  lieutenants 
in  making  their  return.  He  said  it  gave  an 
improper  control  over  the  deputy  lieute- 
nants, to  whom  the  country  had  infinite  ob- 
ligations. 

Mr.  Jtkyll  objected  to  the  interference  of 
the  inspector  with  that  ancient  office,  the 
deputy  lieuienantcy,  sowelljtnown  in  this 


country  in  the  early  coramissions  of  arraf. 
This  person  is  introduced  to  control  the  de- 
puty lieut.  who  had  been  a  military  officer. 
Hie  name  of  a  military  inspector  was  im- 
propeily  applied;  he  ought  to  be  distin* 
guished  under  the  title  of  a  military  inquisi- 
tor. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  the  hon, 
gent,  was  mistaken,  as  the  inspector  was 
assigned  no  judicial  funfctibns ;  those  remain- 
ed entire  with  the  deputy  lieut.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  inspector  was  not  to  interfere  and 
to  obstruct,  but  to  relieve  the  deputy  lieut. 
in  the  discharge  of  a  difficult  duty. 

Sir  IV,  Young  observed,  that  this  inspector 
was  to  be  sent  down  to  intrude  himself  at 
the  table  of  business  in  his  character  as  an 
officer  of  the  crown,  and  yet  he  is  said  not 
to  possess  any  control.  He'is  erected  or  de- 
graded into  the  character  of  a  spy  and  in- 
former, and  yet,  it  is  said,  he  is  to  have  no 
influence  on  their  proceeding^. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  had  long  had  the 
honour  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of  deputy 
lieut.  and  instead  of  finding  any  officer  of 
this  description  to  interfere,  he  considered 
they  ever  accelerated  the  business  of  the 
public;  and  whether  in  the  characters  of 
adjutant-generals,  or  of  inspectors,  he  had 
been  always  happy  to  receive  their\assist- 
ance. 

Earl  Temple  declared,  that  of  all  the 
clauses  of  the  present  objectionable  bill, 
there  was  none  more  so  than  that  now  un- 
der consideration.  The  deputy  lieatenants 
were  obliged  to  have  a  very  important  qua- 
lification frotti  the  county  in  which  they 
acted  5  the  misfortune  was,  that  a  serjeant^ 
a  corporal,  or  a  private,  in  the  character  of 
inspector-gen.  might  be  obtruded  upon  them, 
and  upon  the  county,  without  any  such  qua- 
lification. The  deputy  lieut.  would  not  be 
very  mvch  inclined  to  encourage  such  an 
intruder,  and  if  this  were  the  only  impolitic 
clause,  the  error  was  so  gross,  and  the  evil 
so  prominent,  that  it  was  sufficient  to  con- 
demn the  whole  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
when  the  noble  lord  declared  that  he  bad  no 
stronger  or  more  weighty  objections  to  the 
whole  of  the  bill,  or  to  any  clause  of  it,  than 
he  had  to.  the  present  clause,  he  most  sin^ 
cerely  gave  him  credit  for  his  declaration, 
and  he  did  not  expect  any  more  serious  ob« 
jection  from  him.  The  clause  appeared  to 
him  so  unobjectionable^  that  ho  tvas  asto- 
nished when  he  saw  that  a  second  and  a 
third  hon.  member  had  risen  in  the  house 
to  oppose  it.  One  hon.  and  learned  gent. 
(Mr.  Jekyll),  had  divided  bis  attack  into 
three  parts :  Ist^  he  shewed  a  great  dispta/ 
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of  his  antlqaarian  knowledge  in  informing 
the  boose  that,  in  the  ancient  hntory  of  the 
country  the  deputies  of  array  were  very  like 
our  deputy  lieutenants :  .2dly,  he  atlecnpled, 
in  his  usual  style,  a  sort  of  epigram,  by  put- 
ting the  word  inquisitor  instead  of  inspector. 
This  epigrammic  attempt,  however  well  in 
familiar  intercourse,  did  not  appear  ta  have 
been  very  successful  in  that  house.  In  the 
3d  place,  be  concluded  with  an  invective 
against  hini  for  a  supposed  aspersion  on  the 
deputy  lieutenants.  The  gentlemen  who  so 
vehemently  opposed  this  clause  had  forgot- 
ten that  it  was  precisely  the  same  as  in  ano- 
ther act  of  parliament  had  been  past  with- 
out opposition,  or  even  ob&ervatlon.  He 
could  not  help  also  referring  to  what  had 
been  said  by  a  right  hon.  friend  of  hi<(  (Mr« 
Windham),  w^io,  alluding  to  the  opinions 
of  some  barbiirous  nations,  said,  that  they 
suppose  they  possessed  all  the  virtues  of  the 
enemy  they  had  vanquished.  Now,  that 
right  hon.  gent,  appeared  to  have  improved 
on  that  idea^  and  bhewn  so  much  civilized 
generosity,  that  when  he  had  vanquished  an 
enemy,  he  saw  nothing  but  merit  in  him  ; 
all  that  he  had  condemned  before  became 
virtues,  and  the  hon.  gent,  appeared  now 
partial  to  those  things  which  he  so  warmly 
disapproved  of  a  short  time  ago.  The  nol;>le 
lord  had  made  a  supposition,  which  he 
thought  was  neither  warranted  in  candour,  or 
in  common  civility;  namely,  that  an  in- 
spector-general might  appoint  his  footman 
as  a  deputy  to  assist  with  the  deputy  lieu- 
tenants. Every  body,  however,  knew  that 
the  choice  which  a  man  appointed  by  the 
crown  to  so  high  an  office  would  probably 
make,  would  be  of  some  experienced  mili- 
tary officer,  such  as  the  proudest  in  the 
country,  not  even  his  lordship  excepted, 
would  not  think  himself  dii^grac^  by  acting 
with. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  declared  that  he  could  not 
by  any  means  see  that  the  lord-lieutenants 
would  be  insulted  by  admitting  such  a  per- 
son  to  be  present  at  their  meetings,  as  he 
was  only  a  spectator.  For  his  parr„  he 
would  not  be  afraid  to  let  any  person  be  in 
a  room  with  him  to  examine  his  actions ; 
he  would  admit  every  one ;  he  would  per- 
mit the  whole  world  to  scrutinize  his  coa« 
dact. 

Mr.  G.  Fansiitart,  on  the  reading  of  ana* 
ther  clause,  which  states  that  a  certain  quota 
of  men  shall  be  raised  in  each  parish  ac- 
cording to  its  population  under  a  certain 
penalty^  proposed  dn  amendment,  purport- 
ing that  a  distinction  should  he  made  be- 
tween those  who  have  already  supplied  a 
great  Bomber  towards  the  Army  of  Eeserve^ 


and  those  who  have  been  considerably  defi- 
cient, as  he  did  not  think  that  it  would  be 
fair  to  compel  them  equally,  or  levy  a  fine 
upon  them  equally  alike.— He  said,  he  was 
at  a  meeting  of  the  justices  for  the  county 
wheie  he  resided,  and  it  was  the  general 
opinion  that  not  a  single  man  would  be 
raised  by  tlie  parishes,  excepting  in  some 
insulated  cases,  where  the  unfortunate  can« 
didate  for  military  life  was  cither  doomed  to 
a  jatl,  or  a  halter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
parliament,  by  limiting  the  operation  of  the 
Army  of  Reserve  act,  had  not  entered  into 
any  contract,  or  botmd  themselves  not  to 
raise  9OOO  men  in  any  other  way,  or  even 
in  that  very  way  a^t  any  future  period.  That 
number  of  men  was  imTnedtately  wanting 
to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  and 
was  parliament  to  h^  supposed  to  have  its 
hands  tied  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  rais« 
ing  them  as  equally  all  over  the  country, 
and  as  expeditiously,  as  the  legislature  could 
in  its  wisdom  determine  on  I 

Earl  lemple  objected  to  the  returns  made 
of  men  unfit  for  the  service,  and  noticed  an 
instance  of  one  man  who  was  considered 
disqualified  because  he  was  50  instead  of  48. 
years  old,  and  of  another,  merely  because 
be  was  unsightly,  not  that  he  could  not  see, 
but  that  he  could  not  be  seen  by  his  officer 
with  complacency. 

Mr,  Bragge  mentioned  three  instances  of 
persons  admitted  who  had  ruptures,  merely 
because  they  could  act  in  a  military  capacity 
with  the  assistance  of  trusses ;  and  this  was 
passed  over,  although  the  oath  required 
them  to  depose  that  the  men  were  not  sub- 
ject to  that  complaint. 

On  the;  clause  empowering  commanding 
officers  to  discharge  men,  who  might  be<* 
come  unserviceable,  after  having  been  ac- 
cepted and  enrolled,  being  read  j 

Mr.  Ellison  rose  to  object  to  it.  He 
said,  this  bill  was  not  a  levy,  but  a  tax.  It 
had  been  said,  on  many  occa^ons,,  what  is 
the  first  sinew  of  war  ?  The  answer  was 
money.  What  is  the  second  sinew  ?  mo- 
ney. What  is  the  third  sinew  ?  money. 
So  with  respect  to  this  bill,  it  seemed  not  to 
be  a  levy,  but  a  tax.  Men  did  not  seem  to 
be  the  object,  but  money.  He  particularly 
objected  to  the  commanding  officer  having 
a  power  to  discharge  men,  without  having, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Militia  and  Army  of 
Reserve,  the  concurrence  of  the  deputy 
lieutenants. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  the  objections  to  the  bill 
were  so  numerous,  and  so  weighty,  that  it 
could  hardly  proceed,  A  power  is  give» 
to  the  comounding  officer  to  discharge  tha 
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men  sent  hy  the  parishes,  which  was  eqai-  I 
valent  to  enabling  that  officer  to  impose  a 
fine  ;  and  he  inquired  if  it  were  consistent 
with  the  prudence  of  the  house  to  enable  a 
military  officer, .  by  this  political  expedient^ 
to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  British  people  ? 
.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  it  was  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  the  commander,  in  discharging  a 
man,  would  act  arbitrarily  or  rapaciouslv  ; 
Jie  was  bound  to  act  in  conformity  to  tlie 
regulations  to  be  made  by  his  Majesty's 
orders,  and  they  would  be  as  precise  in  this 
case  as  in  any  pait  of  the  regular  service. 
It  was  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
the  commander  to  act  in  uniformity  to  such 
orders.  Jt  wag  the  interest  of  the  execu- 
tive government,  to  take  care  that  the  or- 
ders were  right.  The  parishes  had  all  pos- 
sible security  against  any  abuse  of  power. 
They  were  not  fined  in  the  ist  instance  at 
all  on  the  discharge  of  a  man.  In  the  2d 
they  were  allowed  to  provide  another,  and 
that  at  the  limited  bounty.  They  had  a 
month  allowed  them  fox  that  purpose.  If 
they  found  a  fit  man  in  that  time,  no  fine 
at  all  attached  on  them.  If  they  did  not, 
the  comniander  was  to  recruit  for  a  man, 
and  then  the  (ipe  of  2cL  attached  ;  but 
^ven  after  this,  if  the  parish  found  a  proper 
man,  three-fourths  of  the  fine  woMid  be  re- 
piitted  to  them  ;  30  that  this  measure  w*as  as 
lenient  as  possible,  consistently  witji  the  idea 
of  a  fine  ;  and  without  a  fine  there  was  no 
security  for  enforcing  the  bill.  He  took  occa- 
sion to  observe,  that  the  bounty  under  this 
bill  was  to  be  three-fourths  of  the  bounty  for 
the  line,  Tlie  war  bounty  for  the  line  was 
liot  to  exceed  sixteen  guineas,  and,  there- 
fore, the  bounty  under  this  bill  would  be 
twelve  guineas  instead  of  7I,  ics.  as  many 
gentlemen  had  apprehended. 

^r.  Fpx  did  not  ipiagine  a  house  of  com- 
mons coi^ld  be  satisfied  with  such  ai^ 
answer.  *'  You  give,"  says  the  minister, 
^'  to  military  officers  the  power  to  impose 
a  tax  upon  the  people,  but  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed it  will  not  be  the  subject  of  abuse.*' 
It  was  not  consistent  with  the  duty  of 
members  of  that  bouse  to  repose  this  dan- 
gerous confidence. 

Mr.  Sheriday,  contended,  it  was  tb^  in- 
terest of  the  army  to  inflict  th«  fii^e  upon 
the  p^ritihes.  By  tbe  parochial  regulation 
7I.  or  iol.  was  to  bje  paid  by  the  overseers 
for  recruits,  but  if  the  ojhcer  would  not 
admit  this  j-andidate  for  thp  r^^iHs,  he  (the 
officer)  was  to  have  20I.  from  the  parish  to 
supply  the  vacancy  ;  and  to  use  the  words 
pf  a  noble  lord,  a  much  less  unsightly  man 
might  l^e  9]:(l^ii)^ci  for  th;s  extravagant 
bounty, 


The  Secretary  at  War  combatted  tliis  opi- 
nion, aud  iiiiinuated  that  Mr.  Sheridan  had 
read  the  bill  b)  proxy,  pnd  hence  account- 
ed for  his  misapprehension  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  Sberidariy  in  reply,  assured  the  right 
hon.  gent,  that  he  was  quite  erroneous  in 
his  opinion.  He  had  read  the  bill,  not  by 
proxy,  but  with  the  beit  care  which  hie 
could  bestow  on  it.  He  had  only  to  express 
a  wish  tlintthe  right  br«n.  gent,  had  defend- 
ed the  bill  by  proxy,  in  which  case  the  ar- 
guments of  his  friends  would  have  had  a 
stronger  impression  upon  the  house. 

Mr.  Grey  said  that  the  bill  was  absolirtcly 
incorrigible  :  the  parochial  scheme  was  ab- 
surd and  contradictory.  To  shew  thepro« 
bability  of  disputes  between  these  inspectors 
and  the  deputy-lieutenants,  he  mentioned 
an  anecdote  respecting  a  strong  young 
healthy  recruit  in  the  county  he  represent- 
ed. He  received  under  the  array  of  reserve 
bill  a  bounty  of  about  $0  guineas  ;  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  he  was  in  a  constant  state 
of  debauchery  for  a  considerable  time  ;  one 
evening,  dead  drunk,  he  lay  in  the  road 
exposed  to  a  hoavy  rain  ;  a  violent  inflam- 
mation of.  his  eyes  ensued,  and  he  lost  one 
of  them  entirely.  In  this  situation  he  was 
rejected  by  the  inspector,  whose  determi-' 
nation  was  resisted  by  the  deputy-lieut. 
This  might  be  considered  one  of  those  un- 
sightly cases  within  the  meaning  of  the 
noble  lord.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded 
with  observing,  that  the  burthen  thrown  on 
the  parishes  under  the  present  bill  would 
be  severe,  and  would  ultimately  fall  on  the 
landed  interest  of  the  country. — The  re- 
maining clauses  of  the  bill  were  then  gone 
through,  and  thq  Speaker  having  resumed 
the  chair,  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow.  Ad** 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday^  June  15,   1804. 

[Minutes.]  —  Counsel  were  farther 
heard  relative  to  the  writ  of  error,  Lucena 
t;.  Crawfurd,  viz,  Mr.  Giles  in  continua- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  appellant :  alter 
which  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
case  was  adjourned  till  Thursday  next*— 
Lord  Viscount  Duncan  and  Lord  Rodney 
were  sworn  and  took  their  seats. — Several 
bills,  chiefly  private  or  returned  acts,  were 
brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  re- 
spectively read  a  first  time.— The  attorney's 
indemnity  bill  was  brotigbt  up  and  read  a 
£rst  time.^^— The  bills  upon  the  table  were 
|bjwwde4  i^  thw.ifespecUve  sta§eau**-Tb^ 
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linen  manufacturer's  protection  bill  parsed 
through  a  committee,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  on  Monday. 

[Aylesbury  Election  Bill.] — ^The 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill  being  read, 

Lord  Grenville  rose  and  observed,  that 
after  what  he  had  already  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  their  lordships  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  bill,  he  should  at  present  take 
up  but  very  little  of  their  time.  The  evi- 
dence was  now  before  their  lordships,  amd 
by  that,  he  conceived,  the  allegations  of 
the  bill  were  fully  proved.  It  appeared 
that  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  not 
only  existed  in  the  late  and  at  former  elec- 
tions, but  was  likely  to  be  practised  in  fu- 
ture.^ These  considerations  which  were 
fully  established,  were  enough  to  warrant 
that  house  in  passing  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  retained 
his  original  sentiments,  which  were  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  the  measure.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  objectionable,  riot  only  on  le- 
gal, but  on  constitutional  grounds.  And 
the  effect  of  it  was  not  only  to  confound 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  but,  in  some 
points  of  view,  even  to  reward  the  latter. 
He  objected  to  it  as  being  partial  as  well 
as  oppressive,  and  it  would  be  found,  on  a 
fair  review  of  the  cases,  not  to  be  born 
out  by  either  of  the  precedents  which 
were  so  much  to  be  relied  upon,  the  Shore- 
ham,  or  the  Crickland  case.  In  the  Ibrmer, 
the  proceeding  was  different,  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  electors  being  punished 
by  disfranchisement.  The  authority  of  the 
Cricklade  case  was  shattered  in  pieces  by 
subsequent  decisions  of  the  other  house  of 
parliament  He  alluded  principally  to  the 
Stockbridge  case,  which  he  regarded  as  a 
complete  set  off  against  the  Cricklade  pre- 
cedent. The  right  of  franchise  was  always 
considered  as  sacred  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
and  he  referred  to  the  compensations  made 
to  the  parties  for  the  disfranchised  boroughs 
in  Ireland,  on  the  event  of  the  Union,  as 
an  instance  of  the  tender  regard  of  the 
law  for  such  rights.  That  the  bill  was 
most  reprehensibly  partial  the  events  of 
the  present  session  alone  would  evince,  for 
in  the  aggravated  case  of  the  Ilcbester 
election,  that  consideration  was  accom- 
panied by  no  bill.  The  principles  upon 
which  the  present  measure  proceeded  was 
one  which  he  completely  disapproved  :  he 
conjured  the  house  to  consider  seriously 
ere  it  sanctioned  such  a  measure ;  the  prin<« 
ciples  held,  and  reforms  recommended  by 
the  Corresponding  Societies  alid  others, 
iivere  well  ^own^  aud  io  a  certain  extent. 


H 


the  principle  upon  which  this  bill  proceed* 
ed,  tallied,  in  his  mind,  with  these  prin- 
ciples of  reform  to  which  he  alluded. 

Earl  Grosvenor  spoke  shortly  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  > 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  made  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  occasion.  With  respect  to 
wh^t  was  said  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  of  the  principle  of  compensation  as 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Ireland,  he' 
did  not  conceive  it  strictly-  applicable,^  as 
the  compensation  was  not  to  the  voters  but- 
to  the  wealthy  proprietors.  He  approved 
of  the  measure  under  consideration  ;  it 
proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  a  bill 
which  several  years  ago  he  had. supported, 
and  which  was  productive  of  beneficial  ef- 
fects ;  a  consideration  which,  so  far,  in 
his  mind  operated  in  favour  of  a  more  ex-* 
tensive  reform. 

Lord  Grenville  took  the  opportunity  to 
remark,  (hat  several  of  the  cases  to  which 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  referred,  hac^t 
in  his  opinion,  no  bearing  upon  the  ques-* 
tion.  The  case  of  the  boroughs  disfran- 
chised  on  account  of  the  Union  with  Ire- 
land, the  whole  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
that  country,  proceeded  upon  a  principle 
widely  different  from  that  of  the  measure 
under  consideration.  With  respect  to  what  _ 
was  thrown  out  relative  to  the  principles 
and  views  of  the  Corresponding  and  other 
Societies,  lie  was  of  opinion  that  nothing 
would  tend  more  to  encourage  the  prin- 
ciples of  those  societies  than  the  arguments 
maintained  by  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
which  amounted  to  this,  that  all  reform, 
however  great  the  evil  might  be,  ought  tp 
be  resisted. 

Th«  Lord  Chancellor  said,  his  noble  friend 
might  imagine  that  he  had  been  speaking 
for  the  Corresponding  Society,  but  h© 
should  certainly  consider  himself  as  acting 
for  that  society,  if  h«  gave  his  consent  to^ 
this  bill. 

Lord  Auckland  in  a  short  speech,  sup- 
ported several  of  the  leading  points  urged 
by  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack. 

Lord  Hawkeshvry  differed  from  his  noble 
and  learned  /riend,  as  to  some  of  his  pro- 
positions. The  measure,  in  question,  he 
conceived,  should  be  taken  on  its  own  par^ 
ticular  merits.  He  felt  a  strong  disfinctioa 
between  the  rights  of  private  property* 
and  those  of  the  elective  franchise,  the  latter 
being  more  in  the  nature  6f  a  public  trust. 
Even  the  rights  of  their  lordships*  to  sit  as 
a  branch  of  the  legislature  proceeded  upon 
that  principle.  Peerages  were  so  confer-v 
red,  and  it  was  a  trust  which  its  holder 
could   not  voluntarily   jclincjuish.     ThQ^ 
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question  was  then  put,  on  which  their  lord- 
ships divided  ;  when  their  appeared.  For 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  39,  Against 
it  7— Majority  3a.    Adjourned  till  Mon- 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  June  15,  1804. 

[Minutes.] — Sir  John  Sinclair  brought 
up  the  report  of  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  comparative  qualities 
of  Scotch  and  English  barley  for  making 
malt.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed. — An  account  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  West- 
India  produce,  as  ordered  by  the  house.— 
The  woollen  manufacturers'  suspension  bill 
was  read  a  ist  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Monday. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  Mr.  M.  Bolton 
to  export  a  machinery  from  this  country  to 
make  a  mint  in  Denmark.— An.  account 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
of  the  Harbour  Dues  ip  the  isle  of  Man. 
— *A  message  from  the  Lords  req[uested 
that  the  house,  would  send  to  their  lord- 
snips  printed  copies  of  the  3d  and  4th  High- 
land reports.  Ageed  to.  The  linen  export 
exemption  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. —The  Irishiinen  manufacturers'  re^ 
gulalion  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. — The 
East-India  Liverpool  prize  goods  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com* 
mi t ted  on  Monday. 

[AnpiTioNAL  Force  Bill.]  —  Mr. 
Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  for  better  providing 
for  the  national  defence.  The  amendments 
were  read  a  first  time,  and  on  the  motion 
that  they  be  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  that  having  already 
trespassed  on  the  house,  by  delivering  his 
jentiments  op  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  for  the  present  he  should  only  take 
the  liberty  of  going  as  shortly  as  possible 
into  the  general  detail  of  its  clauses.  He 
considered  the  mode  by  which  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  recruit  the  public  force  to  be  un- 
constitutional, oppressive,  and  generally 
obnoxious  to  the  people  j  that  if  it  passed 
into  a  law,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  en- 
tailing upon  the  country  a  permanent 
standing  army,  and  consequently  an  enor- 
mous and  perpetual  burthei^  of  expense 
which  the  country  would  be  unable  to  bear. 
In  the  whole  of  the  arguments  >yhich  had 
iieen  adduced  in  support  of  the  biU|  under 


its  successive  discasslons,  he  had  heard  not 
one  to  shake  his  opinion  on  these  points* 
Much  was  said  of  strong  measures  :  he  beg- 
ged to  call  the  attention  of  the  rt.  bou. 
chancellor  of  the  e/;chequer  to  a  strong 
measure  proposed  in  the  year  1 784,  the  re- 
jection of  which  proved  his  first  introduction 
to  office.  Sure  he  was,  that  if  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  strong  measure  had  been  then 
adopted  by  parlianieat,  many  millions  would 
have  been  saved  to  this  country^  which 
have  since  been  squandered.  But  that  ques- 
tion was  one  widely  different  in  its  import- 
ance from  tl)e  present :  the  strong  measure 
of  1 784  affected  ,  only  the  privileges  of 
eight  persons  :  it  was  a  question  merely 
whether  there  should  be  16  or  24  India 
directors  5  but  the  present  measure  went  to 
involve  and  to  subvert  the  constitution  it- 
self: it  was  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  .and 
tended  directly  to  induce  all  the  mischief 
he  had  stated.  When  he  recollected  how, 
upon  a  former  night,  he  had  he^rd  the  rt. 
hon.  gent,  panegyrize  and  support  the  pro* 
position  for  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  he  na-^ 
turally  expected  he  would  have  preferred 
that  measure  to  the  one  which  he  now 
brought  forward.  But  though  the  right 
hon.  gent*s.  predecessor  had  candidly  and 
manfully  called  upon  the  unanimoos  vigour 
and  exertion  of  the  country,  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  and  was  promptly  answered  by 
the  universal  spirit  of  the  nation,  he  had 
not  proposed  to  burthen  the  country  with 
an  estabhshn>ent  so  obnoxious  to  tlie  spirir; 
and  80  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  English- 
men, as  a  permanent  standing  army.  But 
it  was  not  merely  upon  its  unconstitutional 
tendency  he  objected  to  the  bill.  He  farther 
objected  to  it  that  it  would  go  to  impose  a 
tax  upon  landed  property  of  3  millions  per 
annum.  The  chief  perfection  attributed  to 
the  bill,  by  its  supporters,  was  merely  that 
it  would  obviate  the  ballot ;  but  then  the 
alternative  would  be  an  impost  upon  num* 
berless  parishes  which  the  inhabitants  in  ge- 
neral would  not  be  able  to  pay,  and  he  beg- 
ged to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
who  had  been  active  in  carrying  the  militia 
laws  into  effect,  whether  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  this  measure  most  not  be  a  heavy 
additional  tax  upon  landed  property^  An- 
other mischief  of  this  bill  would  be  to  do 
away  the  exclusions  granted  by  the  former 
bill,  and  of  which  there  was  no  mention 
made  in  tliU.  It  was  a  remarkable  circuov 
stance  that  this  was  the  first  measure  of  th^ 
right  hon.  gent,  firom  whom  a  great  deal  was 
expected.  But  it  was  necessary  to  tell  thai 
right  hon.  gent,  that  the  house  looked  for 
something  very  different.  .  They  looked  for 
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,  the  performance  of  that  proaiise,whichhehad 
held  out  to  Ireland ;  and  the  inability  to  per- 
form which,  at  one  time,  was  the  alleged 
cause  of  his  retirement  from  office.  His  first 
object  DOW,  therefore,  ought  to  be  to  do  away 
the  necessity  of  keeping  a  large  military  force 
in  Ireland  j  to  convert  to  more  useful  pur- 
poses ihe  28,000  men  who  were  now  station- 
ed as  sentinels  over  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Let  him  conciliaii  and  reclaim  the  affections 
of  those  people,  and  then  there  would  be 
no  occasion  for  a  great  army  to  /keep  them 
in  subjection.  The  affections  of  a  people 
vrere  the  surest  means  to  support  and 
strengthen  a  government,  and  not  a  standing 
army.  He  thought  it  necessai-y  to  mention 
to  the  house,  that  there  would  be  a  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  filling  up  the  standing 
army,  from  the  limited  force,  by  the  mode 
in  which  the  men  belonging  to  that  force 
were  enlisted.  He  would  mention  one  cir- 
oanastance  which  came  within  his  own  know- 
ledge. In  the  Tower  Hamlets  militia,  there 
were  hardly  ten  men  who  served  personally. 
They  were  almost  all  substitutes,  who  had 
engaged  to  serve  for  5  years,  or  during  the 
war.  They  had  already  served  5  years  ;  but 
as  the  war  was  not  over,  they  could  not 
obtain  their  discharge.  They  applied  for  it, 
and  it  would  not  be  granted.  They  consi- 
dered themselves  as  serving,  not  for  his 
Majesty,  but  as  substitutes  for  the  parochial 
inhabitants;  and  they  thought  themselves 
entitled  cither  to  their  discharge,  or  to  a 
renewal  of  the  bounty.  Several  constituents 
of  his,  who  were  privates  in^that  regiment, 
had  applied  lately  for  their  discharge,  with 
a  view  of  getting  into  a  more  extended  ser- 
vice; and  if  that  could  not  be  obtained,  they 
required  a  renewal  of  the  bounties.  The 
tirst  roan  who  made  the  applicatiou  was  ta 
ken  up,  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  sen- 
tenced to  receive  300  lashes.  By  his  inter- 
cession, however,  and  that  of  some  of  his 
friends,  the  man*8  punishment  was  remitted, 
by  taking  away  2g5  from  the  300  lashes. 
He  mentioned  this  circumstance,  to  shew 
how  difficult  it  was  to  get  men  even  for  the 
regular  army.  He  concluded  with  giving 
^is  decided  opposition  to  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  Dennis  Browne  said  he  could  not 
listen  to  an  assertion  made  by  the  hon.  gent. 
who  spoke  last,  without  rising  to  gi\eit  a 
positive  denial.  He  denied  that  there  were 
28,000  troops  in  Ireland  placed  as  sentinels 
over  the  pe(^1e  there  :  nor  were  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  alienated  from  the  govt. 
He  knew  the  very  contrary  to  be  the  fact.  He 
kad  Ibed  in  Ireland  from  his  infancy ;  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  I  dad,  whateverdisaffiBCtiou  might  at 


one  time  have  prevailed  among  them,  he 
could  now  say  that  their  disposition  wa^ 
totally  changed.  He  thought  it  unnecessary 
at  that  time  to  trouble  the  house  with  giving 
his  .reasons  for  what  he  said ;  but  the  house 
might  depend  on  it  the  fact  was  so.  He 
would  further  assert,  that  i f  the  French  wera 
to  effect  a  landing  in  Ireland,  they  would 
find  themselves  in  an  enemy's  country, 
whatever  part  of  it  they  came  to.  They 
would  not  find  the  minds  of  any  one  of  the 
people  favourable  to  their  views.  The  in- 
surrection which  took  place  on  the  23d  of 
July,  did  not  put  him  out  of  conceit  with 
this  opinion.  He  was  certain  that  the  ex- 
treme parts  of  Ireland  had  no  more  to  do 
with  that  rebellion  than  they  had  to  do 
with  the  rebellion  of  Colonel  Despard.— Tlie 
house  then  proceeded  to  divide  upon  the 
question,  when  there  appeared— Ayes,  63; 
Nors,  69;  Majority  against  the  second 
reading  ot  the  amendments,  6. 

After  the  division,  and  during  the  exelu- 
sion  of  strangers, 

Mr.  Rose  objected  to  the  numbers  de- 
clared, as  the  majority  was  composed,  in  bis 
opinion,  of  gentlemen  who  had  not  been  m 
the  house  at  the  time  when  the  question  was 
put,  nor  heard  what  little  debate  occurred, 
but  rushed  into  the  house  merely  to  give 
their  votes,  and  took  their  adversaries  by  a 
surprize  which  he  deemed  unfistir.  He 
appealed  to  Mr.  Fox  to  say,  whether  he 
was  not  himself  of  that  number  ? 

Mr.  Fox  replied,  that  he  was  unconscious 
of,  and  far  from  being  a  party  to  any  un- 
fair advantage  being  taken  5  but  he  can* 
didly  owned  that- he  had  been  some  time 
out  of  the  house  5  and,  in  the  confu- 
sion the  house  was  in,  when  the  question 
was  called  for,  by  the  number  of* members, 
who,  on  such  occasions,  usually  were  caU 
led  away  from  the  refreshments  they  might 
be  taking,  he  could  not  take  upon  him  to 
say  positively  vvhettjer  he  was  or  was  not 
in  the  house  at  the  moment  it  was  put  from 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Rose  declared,  that  he  could  take 
upon  him  to  say  there  were  at  least  six 
other  members  who  entered  the  house  after 
Mr.  Fox,  and  who  could  not  therefore  have 
heardi'  the  question  put ;  for  which  reason 
he  submitted  whether  the  question  had 
been  fairly  decided  upon.  Upon  this  a 
conversation  ensued,  (the  members  sittings 
and  speaking,  according  to  the  custom  of 
parliament  in  such  cases,  with  their  hats 
on)  the  result  of  which  was  that  the  Speaker 
admitted  the  right  of  any  member  to  vote 
who  came  in  before  the  division,  and  time 
enough  to  be  counted  >  the  consequence  ol 
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which  was,  a  majority  of  six  against  the 
amendments  being  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Grey  then  moved,  "  that  the  amend* 
meott  be  read  a  second  tiaie  on  this  day 
three  months/* 

Sir  John  Wrottesley  rose  in  sdpport  of  the 
bill.  He  contended,  that  it  had  in  it 
every  advantage  that  could  be  desired  at 
this  moment.  Some  gentlemen  said,  it 
would  not  recruit  the  regular  army  ^  in  an- 
swer to  them,  he  would  refer  to  the  time, 
when  the  English  milititia  had  volunteered 
their  services  for  Ireland,  and  when  se- 
veral regiments  went  to  Holland.  These 
two  remarkable  events  must  convince  any 
man,  that  we  could  always  get  men  to 
enter  into  the  regular  army,  from  our  li- 
mited force,  whenever  it  should  be  neces- 
sary. A  right  hon.  gent,  had  observed, 
that  men  would  not  enter  into  the  regi- 
ments of  the  line,  to  which  their  battalions 
were  attached,  because  they  might  dislike 
some  of  the  officers.  So  far  was  he  from 
entertaining  such  an  opinion,  that  he  was 
convinced  men  would  enter  from  the  very 
contrary  motive.  From  the  experience  he 
had  in  military  aifairs,  he  knew  that  soldiers 
were  in  thehal^it  rather  of  entertaining  a 
partiality,  than  a  dislike,  for  officers  ;  and 
xf  they  had  a  dislike,  he  knew  the  forgiving 
temper  of  a  soldier  to  be  such,  that  even  a 
sentiment  of  dislike  would  not  prevent  him 
from  entering  a  regiment.  He  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  house  one  quality  which 
belonged  to  this  bill }  it  was  that  of  its 
tending  to  ameliorate  our  defensive  force. 
Officers  of  experience  were  to  command 
the  force  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  and  that 
would  add  considerably  to  the  strength  of 
our  home  defence,  and  enable  govt,  to  em- 
ploy the  regular  force  of  the  country  on  the 
continent,  whenever  an  opportunity  should 
offer  for  co-operating  with  any  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  against  France.  The  plan 
of -recruiting  laid  down  in  this  bill  was 
.  ipertainly  the  best  mode  that  could  be 
adopted  for  recruiting  the  army.  AH  other 
modes  appeared  to  him  to  be  objectionable 
in  time  of  war.  It  had,  beside,  another 
material  advantage ;  and  that  was,  the  do- 
ing away  the  ballots  ;  so  far  from  being  a 
burthen,  he  considered  it  an  alleviation  of 
burthens  on  the  landed  interest.  It  there- 
fore met  with  his  cordial  approbation.— (A 
loud  cry  of  "  question  !  question  I**) 

Mr.  Habhouse  said,  it  was  a  very  material 
object  to  increase  the  regular  force  of  the 
country ;  and  it  appeared  to  be  the  wish 
of  all  sides  (o  do  so,  to  the  greatest  pos- 
sible extent.  The  necessity  of  it  was  fully 
Emitted  i  and  the  question  wa&  which  was 


the  best  mode  of  promoting  that  object  ? 
If  the  regular  army  could  be  increased  at 
all  by  this  bill,  it  must  be  by  a  very  slow 
progress,  by  that  kind  of  double  distillation 
which  a  right  hon.  gent,  had  mentioned. 
When  it  was  contended  that  some  strong 
measure  was  necessary,  a  measure  should 
have  been  adopted  adequate  to  the  force  of 
that  necessity.  If  the  danger  was  great, 
and  the  necessity  strong,Tie  thought  some 
other  measure  should  have  been  resorted  to 
besides  the  present. bill,  which  he  was  sure, 
would  fail  completely  in  accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended.  By  one 
clause  of  this  bill,  the  parish  officer  was 
authorised  to  give  only  three- fourths  of  the 
sum  allowed,  as  the  ordinary  bounties  for* 
recruiting ;  but  the  commanding  officer  had 
the  power  of  giving  the  whole  of  the  suno. 
This  regulation  would  at  once  put  an  end- 
to  recruiting  in  the  manner  proposed.  Men 
would  not  enlist  with  parish  officers,  who* 
could  give  but  15I.  when  they  could  get 
20I.  from  the  commanding  officer.  Then 
the  parishes  must  pay  this  fine  of  20L  if 
they  could  not  get  the  men.  They  cer- 
tainly would  never  be  able  to  get  them  on 
such  terms,  for  men  would  always  consult 
their  own  interest^  and  wait  for  the  largest 
bounty.  Another  objection  he  had  to  this 
bill,  was  the  double  bounty  men  would  re- 
ceive, if  they  entered  into  the  line;  no 
man  would  enter  into  the  regular  army, 
without  first  passing  through  this  army  of 
reserve,  because  of  the  double  bounty  he 
should  receive.  It  was  not,  therefore,  to 
be  expected  that  men  could  be  procured 
for  the  regular  army,  except  by  a  very 
slow  process;  and  the  measure  could  pro- 
duce no  benefit  ^  but  it  would  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  landed  interest,  upon  which 
the  fines  laid  on  parishes  must  ultimately 
fall.     (A  loud  call  for  the  question.) 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  without  precluding 
himself  firom  the  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  sentiments  at  a  future  period  upon  thl» 
bill ;  he  hoped  he  might  now  be  permitted 
to  say  a  few  words,  in  order  to  set  the  hon. 
gent,  who  just  sat  down  right  upon  one  to- 
pic which  he  had  advanced.  He  had  rested 
one  of  his  objections  to  this  bill  on  a  suppo- 
sition, that  if  parish  officers  should  not  be 
able  to  find  men  for  a  given  sum,  the  re-* 
cruiting  ofiicers  would  be  enabled  ro  give  a  > 
larger  sum.  And  from  this  he  drew  a  con- 
clusion, that  parochial  recruiting  would  be 
rendered  completely  ineffectoal.  If  the  boo. 
gent,  would  take  the  trouble  to  look  in  page 
13  of  the  bill,  be  would  there  find,  that  so 
far  from  its  containing  such  a  regulation,  the 
recruiting  officer  could  only  give  auch  pro*^ 
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portion  of  the 201.  fineas was  fixed  as  the 
stated  bounty  by  his  Majesty's  regulation. 
This  very  amendment  had  been  made  in  the 
bill  on  ihe  prect  ding  d<iy :  and  the  hon.  gent, 
•would,  on  ihe  present  day»  have  heard  it 
read,  were  it  notfar  the  accidental  vote  which 
recently  took  place,  and  which  threw  a  tem- 
porary interruption  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill, 

•  Sir  R.  Buxton  said,  he  defied  any  gent,  to 
shew  one  tcnablfi  argument  against  ihe  se- 
cond reading  of  the  amendments,  or  any  rea- 
son why  thf*y  should  be  put  otf  for  3  months, 
the  effect  of  which  would  certainly  be  ihs 
|688  of  the  bill.     The  amendments,  in  fact, 
which  were  now  objected  to,  made  the  bill 
better  than  it  was  before.     It  was  said  this 
bill  would  opera'e  as  a  heavy  charge  on  the 
Idnded  interest      He  would  s^y,  f(»r^  himself, 
that  his  property  chiefly  consisted  in  Jand  ; 
that  he  had  applied  his  mind  to  the  subject 
of  the  landed   interest;  and   he  now  wi-hed 
to  know  what  plan  of  national  defence  could 
be  devised  which  must  not  impose  a  b  »rdf  n 
on  the  landed  interest  ?  The  plan  would  bf* 
DO  more  a  burdrn  than   any  other  i  but  it 
would  confer  a  grrat  benefit  on  the  country  j 
it  would  be  conferring  a  boon  on  the  coun- 
try by  freeing  it  from  the  hardships  occa- 
sionfcl  by  ballots.     He  wished  genilemen  to 
see  what  a  ba'lot  was.     It  was  neither  more 
lior  less  than  an  infringement  on  the  liberty 
of  the  subject;  and  h-  wi-^hed  to  ask  those 
gentlemen,  who  had  talked  so  cften  and  so 
much  about   liberty,  whether  thttre  was  li- 
bi^rty,  justice,  or  equality,  in  foicing  a  poor 
man  10  serve  as  a  soldier,  when  the  rich  man, 
by  a  sum  of  money  which  he  did  not  value, 
could  exempt  himself  from  service  by  pro- 
curing a  Subsiitme,  or  paying  a  fine  ?  As  t,o 
the  objection  against  recruits  being  raised  by 
parochial  olBoets,  he  must  say  that  no  men 
appeared  to  him  belter  calculated  to  perform 
such  a  duty  th^n  ibey ;  because  they  knew 
better  than  most  people  could  do,  the  cha- 
racters of  the  people  in  iheir  parishes.— ^On 
the  preceding  day  it  hud  been  objected  to 
one  of  the  clauses  of  the  bill,  that  military 
officers  were  to  be  sent  down  to  a^sist  at  the 
meeting  of  th«  deputy  lieutenants.     So  far 
from  this  being  an  objectionable  proceeding, 
he  must  say^  that  having  often  acted  as  a  de- 
puty lieutenant,  he,  and  others  who  acted 
with  him,  were  always  happy  to  have  along 
"Urith   them  a  military  officer,  from  whom 
they  could  receive  information.     He  would 
venture  to  assert,  that  no  one  plan  had  yet 
been  offered  that  would  fall  so  lightly,  or  be 
so  little  objectionable  as  the  present. 

Mr.  Burroughs  said,  he  was  ^eady  to  ad- 
pfilt,  th^t  this  floeasure  could  not^  in  a  short 
V0I..1I. 


time^  make  any  considerable  addition  to  the 
regular  f  >rcc  of  the  country;  but  it  was  not 
the  object  of  the  bill  to  do  so  immediately. 
Its  object  was  to   ntise  second    battalions, : 
which  were  to  be  attached  to  battalions  of 
the  line,   into  which  the  men  belonging  to 
them  might  be  induced  to  enter.     It  could  ^ 
not  now  be  the.  object  of  govt,  to  increase 
all  of  a  sudden  the  regular' disposable  force 
of  the  country      There  was  no  necessity  to. 
do  SO;  for,  in  the  present  degraded  state  of 
Europe,   then-  was  no  hope  that  any  of  the 
continental  powers  would  co-operate  with 
us  in  a  continental  war  against  France.  The 
object  was,  to  raise  a  force  that  might  add  to 
our  standing  a^my  wh-^never  occasion  shou  d 
require  so  to  do.     Now  he  wished  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  great  bene- 
fit arisi  g  out  pf  this  bill;  and  that  was  the 
doing  away  tlic  ballots,  which  exposed  the 
poor  to  great  hardships.     It  was  one  of  the 
severest  lots  to  which  the  poor  had  been  sub- 
ject.    With  regard  to  th/  objections  made 
against  standing  armies,  he  believed  a  refe- 
rence to  the  history  of  this  country  would 
shew  that  England  had  often  been  exposed 
to  great  danger  from  the  want  of  standing 
armies.     And  if  the  constitutional  jealousy 
of  Englishmen  against  standing  armies  had 
not  been  carried  too  far,  the  country  might 
now  have  had  a  complete  regular  army,  fit  for 
every  purpose  of  offensive  or  defensive  ope- 
rations.    ^.Considering  the  enemy  we  had  to 
contend  with,  it   was  necessary  we  should, 
have  a  regular  permanent  force  in  the  coun- 
try.    'I  hat  enemy  would  watch  liis  opportu- 
nity, and-take  his  own  ♦ime   to  attack  us ; 
and   he  would  mose  .assuredly  avail  himself 
of  the  first  moment  he  (ound  us  disbanding 
our  army,  or  diminishing  our  force. — It  had 
also  been  objected,  that  parish  dtiicers  would 
be  converted  into  crimps  by  this  bill  5  and  it 
was  said  that  they  could  liot  obtain  men 
without  ihe  assistance  ot  crimjJs.    He  would 
answer,  that  parish  officers,  who  knew  the 
habits  of  the  people  in  their  paiishcs,  would, 
stand  a  better  chance  of  proci^iring  men  than 
even  recruiting  officers,  agaiubt  whom  the 
people  always  enteitair.ed  a  jealousy.     They 
were  surely  the  most  eligible  persons  to  be 
resorted  to,  unless  they  abused  their  power, 
and  if  they  did,   the  courts  of  jusiiice  were 
Open  to  the  injured  parties.     He  wpuld  ask 
whether  it  was  possibi«5,  by  simple  recruit- 
ing, to  get  a  large  force  in  a  short  time  ?  And 
if  it  was,  he  would  ask,  why  was  it  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  army  of  reserve  act  last  year  } 
Let  the  present  experiment  be  tried. as  a  less 
objectionable  mode ;  and  if  it  failed,  the  or- 
dinary business  of  recruiting  still  continued 
6pen,  as  it  had  done  before.    By  the  present 
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plaD»  great  bountiei  were  to  be  done  away, 
and  more  men  were  hkely  to  be  procured. 
Kb  assertion  could  be  tbore  unjust  than  that 
this  bill  would  operate  as  a  trap  to  get  men 
into  the  line.  He  was  confident  no  such  at- 
tenapt  would  tie  made.  With  respect  to  the 
hardships  said  to  be  imposed  on  parish  ott^ 
ccrs,  he  had  to  observe,  that  when  every 
thing  dear  and  valuable  in  ihe  country  was 
to  be  protected,  it  could  not  be  unreasonable 
to  give  to  parish  officers  the  additional  duty 
of  contributing  towards  the  means  of  na- 
tional defence  (here  there  was  a  cry  of 
*'  question,'*  and  the  bon.  member  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  coughing  of  several  other 
members).— llie  hon.  gent,  concluded  with 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  plan  con- 
tained in  the  present  bill  was  the  best  mode 
that  could  be  adopted  for  increasmg  the 
legnlar  force  of  the  country  hereafter. 

Mr.  Cariwrigbt  supported  the  bill  on  the 
principle  that  it  repealed  the  ballot,  and  re- 
moved the  necessi^  of  those  expensive  sub- 
scriptions, by  means  of  which  the  country 
people  endeavoured  to  diminish  the  burthen 
of  it  last  year.    The  bounty  and   the  finj 
would  produce  exertion.     He  wished  well 
to  the  bill  from  his  respect  to  the  mover  of 
It,  and  whatever  regret  he  might  have  for  not 
seeing  him  supported  by  a  more  general  co- 
operation, however 'desirous  he  might  be  to 
sec  party  spirit  for  oiice  totally  sacrificed  to 
the  cause  of  iht  country,  and  a  glorious  ex- 
ample of  unanimity  given  to  future  ages,  h^ 
could  not  agree  to  the  length  that  tho>e  went 
who  thought  that  no  change  had  taken  place 
in  bis  Majesty's  councils.     He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  could  thmk  lightly  of  such  an 
acquisition.     He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
could  so  soon  forget  the  high  encomiums  so 
recently  passed  upon  that  right  hon.  gent,  by 
many  of  those  who  were  now  his  roost  inve- 
terate opponents.     He  could  not  so  soon  for- 
get   the   loud  calls  from  those  opponents, 
both  in  that  house  and  in  another  place,  for 
the  aid  of  that  rt.  hon.  gent.'s  talents  for  the 
salvatiop  of  his  country  at  so  perilous  a  mo* 
mcnt.     He  could  not  so  soon  forget  the  ea- 
ger   applause   with  which  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  first  proposition  for  this  bill  wrs  re- 
ceiveti  by  those  who  now  decried  it.     When 
he  considered  his  great  and  transcendent  ta- 
lents, he  was  not  without  the  best  h^pe^'. 
He  believed  the  right  hon.   gent,   had   the 
bbl  wishes  of  the  country ;  he  ^^.is  sure  he 
had  his-     (Thp  question  was  again  iopdly 
called  for,)  ^ 

Sir  IViiliam  Geary  contended  that  the  biU 
^as  unconstitutional,  ip  reducing  the  militia 
Qnd  augmentirig  the  regular  army,  at  the 
Wroc  tiftie,  s0  8^  to  destroy  t|icir  foruaer  pro- 


portion to  each  other.    It  was  impossible  ta 
look  at    the  possible  consequences  of  this 
without    apprehension.      The    house    wa» 
bound  to  be  jealous  on  this  subject ;  and  to 
prevent  the  approach  to  such  a  stpte  of  things 
as  this  threatened,  in  which  the  house  would 
no  longer  have  power  to  counteract  the  eviL 
This  force  would  wholly  be  in  the  power  of 
the  executive  government,  beiiig  officered 
in  an  uncomtttutional, manner,  contrary  to 
the  principle  on  which  the  militia  is  offi- 
cered.   His  objection  to  this  measure  was 
the  greater,  because  it  was  not  necessary* 
If  the  danger  and  extremity  of  the   timea 
called  for  it,  all  considerations  mast  givo 
way  to  that  necessity.     But  it  was  not   so. 
He  admitted  the  French  to  be  powerful  in 
an  unexampled  degree.    But  would  any  maa 
now  say  we  were  not  prepared  for  all  their 
exertions  ?     Have  we  not  been  called  opoa 
to  make  prftparattons  proportioned  to  the 
danger,  and  has  the  nation  been  backward 
to  do  so  ?     But  if  we  veere  in  a  situation  to 
repel  every  attempt  of  the  eniemy,  and  he 
believed  that  would   not  be  denied,  thero 
was  no  excuse  for  tbe  sacrifice  of  a  great 
constitutional  principle.    This  was  not  tho 
time  for  such  sacrifice.     No  necessity  coold 
be  urged  for  a  measure  so  replete  with  danger^ 
Lord  Dunh  wished  it  to  be  remembered, 
that  on  the  original  disclosure  of  this  mea» 
sure  the  sense  oi  the  house  was  strongly  for 
it.     Sihce  that  time  the  disposition  in  favour 
of  it  bad  increased,  and  it  bad  been  carried 
with  augiiiented  appearances  of  approbatioa 
into  a  committee.     No  objection  had  beca 
made  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  in  the 
committee,    but   an  unforeseen  opposition 
had  beexi  made  this  day  to  the  second  .reading 
of  (he  amendments,  when  gentlemen  had 
riot  expected  it.     He  would  not  say  now 
what   was  the  description   that  should   bo 
given  of  that  proceeding,  but  if  he  was  in  a 
place  in  which  he  was  formerly  conveisanr^ 
he  should  call  it  sharp  practice*     lo  conser 
quence.  of  gaining  a  very  small  and  a  ve^i^ 
accidental  advantage,  the  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site had  taken  advantage  on  the  spur  of  the 
occasion,  without  any  arguments^  to  pro^ 
pose,  that  the  amendments  may  b<;  read  thia 
day  three  naonths.     He  was  sure  he  was  ad- 
dressing  many  whose  feelings  Were  adyeri»etcf 
the  principle  of  the  bill ;  but  he  was  sure  thili 
every  conscientious  man^  must  be  dissaus* 
fied  with  the  manner  in  which  this  question 
was  brought  forward,   t)e  was  sure  the  post« 
ponetnent   of   the    second  reading  of  th^ 
ameudmepts  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  4 
fair  mode  pf  getting  rid  of  the  btU^  .  x 

Mr.  //.  LjsUcelUs  rose,  when  the  hpuse 
were  again  loudl/  caVin|,  %« ifoe  q^estioils 
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mnd  said,  that  h%  appealed  to  the  hoase^ 
Vrhether  or  hot  they,  were  acting  accorditig 
to  the  general  custom.  He  called  on  older 
tnennbers  to  determine,  if  it  was  not  con- 
trary to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  admit  of  such  a  motion,  after  the 
bill  had  been  allowed  to  pass  through  so 
many  of  its  stnges.— 

Mr.  Grey  said,  he  rose  to  speak  to  order. 
The  question  was,  that  the  amendments  on 
^is  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  this  day  3 
months.  The  hon.  gent,  could  not,  upon 
that  question,  give  the  history  of  a  former 
division  in  the  house.—^ 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  gent,  was 
at  liberty  to  advert  to  a  former  division,  stat- 
ing it  as  an  argument  for  his  present  Vote. 

Mr.  H..  Lascel/es  then  repeated  what  he 
{lad  said  respecting  the  former  division,  and 
said,  he  had  done  with  that  subject.  A*  to 
the  question  before  the  house  — <— 

Mr.  Je;lyZ/ rose  to  order.  He  said,  an)6ss 
the  house  meant  to  say,  that  the  speaker 
was  unworthy  of  his  station,  unless  all  re- 
gard to  order  was  laid  aside,  the  house  could 

not  permit  the  hon.  gent,  to  proceed 

Mr.  Pitt  rose  to  speak  to  order.  Tlie 
hon.  and  learn  id  genL  had  chosen  his  time 
to  ipte|;rapitii's  hon.  friend,  with  peculiar 
ieliciiy  and  gigjicity.  He  had  det;iared  he' 
had , done  wiih. the  subject,  before  the  hon, 
and  learned  gent,  rose ;  while  he  was  on 
that  subject,  he  'was  allowed  by  the  learned 
gent,  to  proceed  ;  but  when  he  says,  "  as 
to  the  question  before  the  house,"  then  the 
learned  member  thiaks  it  time, to  get  up  to 
speak  to  order. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  be  never  would.be  so 
>nuch  the  tool  of  a  party  as  to  speak  against 
time.  Therefore,  he  added,  let  us  come  to 
the  question;  at  once.  (The  question  \ya^ 
here  most  violently  called  for.) 

Mr.  Ryder  said,  he  could  never  consent  to 
^o  tp  a  division,  without  adverting  to  (he 
epttraprdinary  manner  in  which  the  question 
<^n  which  the  house  was  to  divide,  was  in- 
troduced. He  would  appeal  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  oldest  member  in  the  house, 
and  call  upon  him  to  declare,  whether  a  si- 
milar attempt  was  ever  made?  whether  it 
was  not  contrary  to  all  role,  such  as  is  un- 
derstpojd  and  practised  for  the  convenience 
of  ,the  Jipaser  TJie  house  was  taken  by 
surprise  T-^r— 

JSir  If^,  Geary  said,  this  was  unparliarpea- 
tapr  laiigpage,  and  he  could, not  permit  the 
jxon.  gent,  to  proceed  witli  it. 

Mr.  Rjfdersmd,  he  could  not  consent  that 
the  question  should  go  to  a  jdi vision  without 
shewing  lyhy  tjie  bill  ought^not  to  be  lost  ; 
ibd  it'  wat^if  tbjfiox  to  j^ove  that  the  sense 


of  the  house  had  not  been  against  it.     Or 
all  sided  it  was  allowed  that  there  was  a  ne< 
cessrt3rfor  increasing  the  regular  armv;  anc 
the  only  point  was,  whether  this  bill  pro 
yided  the  best  means.     He  maintained  il 
did,  by  first  inviting  (he  recruits  into  a  li« 
mited  service.     Bat  it  had  been  said,  thai 
the  men  thus  raised  would  not  be  good  and 
proper  soldiers.     He  wished  experience  tc 
be  resorted  to  for  the  answer  to  that.    The 
troops  in  the  regular  army,  drawn  from  the 
army  of  reserve,  Were  a  sufficient  prpofot 
the  fallacy  of  that  assertion.     It  was  said 
the  bill  would  impose  an  additional  duty  on 
thfc  magistrates.     But  it  was  forgotten  that 
it  would  relieve  them  from  the  immense  la- 
bour of  the  army  of  reserve  j  from  all  the 
painful  daiies  of  the  ballots,  where  they  con- 
tinually beheld  the  distress  and  misery  that 
compulsory    mode  brought    on  thoiisands. 
He  had  thought  tlie  ballots  necessary  at  the 
time,  but  that  necessity  no  longer  existed, 
and  therefore  the  poor,  on  whom  they  fell 
heavily,  should  be  released  from  them.     He 
believed  the  bill  would  be  received  as  a  boon 
to  the  coimiry.     It  removed  high  bsuntici, 
and  the  miseries  of  the  ballot.     When  the 
right  hon.  gent  first  opened  his  plan  during 
the  last  administration,  tlien  was  the  time 
for  the  objections  now  made.     Why  wcr^e 
they  not  heard  then?    And  why  heard  now  ? 
He. must  not  state  the  racist ives,  but  he. must 
suppose  them  to  be  extraordinary,  spch,  in- 
deed, as  he  must  not  allude  to.     lie  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass  5  he  was  sure  it  would 
afford  get)eral  satisfaction,  and  should  there- 
fore move  as  an  amendment,  that  the  words, 
*'  Monday    next,"  be    substituted  for   tlie 
words.  **  this  day  three  months." 

Sir  l^,  Dolben  said,  he  could  not  give  his 
vote  'yvlthout  assigning  the  reasons  for  what 
he  should  do.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  bill  on  the  na- 
ture of  its  principle  j  and  though  he  coul4 
not  vote  with  them,  yet  he  reserved  his 
right  to  oppose  the  bill  on  ihe  third  reading. 
But  he  could  not  consent  to  treat  this  ques- 
tion as  it  had  been  by  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Grey).  It  was  not  a  fair,  a  manly  pro- 
ceeding. He  would  have  the  bil)  con- 
demred  on  its  own  faults,  and  trusted  that 
it  could  be  so. 

Mr.  R  IVard  observed,  that  a  proper 
example  had  just  beeri  given  them  by  afi 
hon.  bart.,  not  to  be  parties  to  so  unfair  a 
proceeding  as  this  proposed  to  them  to  dis- 
pose of  the  bill.  Another  gent.  wHo  al- 
ways acted  aiid  sppke  from  the  fuUhess  of 
his  heart,  had  said,  he  yould  not  be  so 
much  a  tdol  as  to  speak  agninst  time  for  any 
pafty.  Nopersbn  doubled  the  hod.  gent*.*5 
X  &2 
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i^wgrjiy.  But  ho.w  could  he  reconcile  to  btQi- 

self  iljen,  a  proceeding  such  as  the  hoq.  bart. 

stated  this  to  be,  and  as  the  house  felt  it  to  be? 

An  hoD.  gent,  had  actually  argued  against  the 

.clause  in  the  bill,  as  It  stood  in  one  printed 

copy,  but  which  was  afterwards  amended, 

.and  the  am'  ndrnpnt  removed  the  very  objec- 

»tion  of  thehon.  gent.  Wa«  qpt  this  a  sufficient 

]  ground  to  induce  all  the  h  n.  roerabera  op« 

'poftite  to  give  gt-ntlemen  the  opportunity  of 

'Jiearihg  and  examining  the  amend mcni s  ? 

It  had  been  s»ated  thai  ihis  biU  .would  bear 

bard  upon  the  landed  property.    A  number 

'of -gentlemen  of  great  landed  property  were 

'  on  his  right  hand  and  his  left».  ihe  friends  of 

the  bill      They  were  capable  of  judging. 

Why  do  they  conspire  to  injure  themselves? 

He 'maintained,  that  a  very  little  candid  exa- 

imlnation  would  prove  all  objections  to  the 

"bill  to  be  groundless. 

1  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  was  of  opinion  that 
socli  a  proceeding  ^s  the  present  had  never* ' 
'taken  place  on  any  former  occasion.  It 
inTght  perhaps  be  consistent  with  order,  but 
"he  was  sure  it  would  be  considered  by  the 
country  as  disgraceful  and  contemptible — 
\  (A  loud  and  general  cry  of  order !  order ! 
ichair!  chair!) 

*  The  Speaker  decided,  that  in  applying 
such  epithets 'to  any  proceedings  of  that 
house,  the  hon.  member  had  been  highly 
disorderly. 

'  Mr.  Jekyll  moved  that  the  hon.  member's 
words  be  'taken  down. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  declared  himself, 
"on  being  corrected  from  the  chair,  ready  to 
apologise  to  the  house  for  having  trins- 
gre?sed  the  limits  of  order.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber then  took  a  view  of  the  different  plans 
tliat  had  been  proposed  for  aogmenting  our 
'military  force,  and  concluded  by  giving  his 
'preference  to  the  present  j  observing,  howe- 
ver,* that  it  would  necessarily  War  heavy  on 
'the  landed  interest,  as  every  measure  of  the 
'kind  unavoidably  would  j  but  that  it  also 
'afforded  a  good  prospect  of  obtaining  men^ 
which  would  enable  us  to  start  fairly  with 
our  men  and  money.  The  cry  for  the 
question  was  here  renewed  from  various  parts 
of  the  house,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  loud  ex- 
clamation for  the  division. 

The  Attorney  Geueral  rose.     He  observed 

entertained 
side,  that 
!e  to  obtain 
had"  been 
for  of  the 
justify  the 
e  house  to 
,  however, ; 
ilongihg  to 


the  second  jBtinpadgn  for  the  reffiorpl  Vf  f 
minister;  forihat  was  the  object  "which  those 
gentlemea  had  in  viey/.  after  a  inomentarf 
success  in  con^eqaence  of  hurrying  the  bouse 
.to  R  division  at  an  unexpected  hour  (a  g^ 
neral  laugh  on  the  opposition  benches).  Geo^ 
tlemen  appeared  to  triumph  in  thi»  accident  j 
but  they  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  ^nd  ihem- 
selves  disappointed  in  the  object  of  their  en* 
deavoucs.  They  used  no  argument,  because 
they  had  nonetoo0er;  nor  were  they  desi- 
rous to  seek  any.  Their  purpose  was  mani- 
fest. They  determined  to  oppose  any  mea- 
sure die  minister  might  propose,  because 
they  had  an  anxious  wish  to  remove  him; 
because  they  wanted  to  produce  a  second 
change  in  his  majesty's  councils,  and  to  sus- 
pend the  executive  government,  perhaps  for 
two  months  more.  An  hon.  gent.  (Mr* 
Fuller)  had  said,  that  he  would  never  lend 
himself  to  be  a  tool  to  any  party  to  speak 
^H-time  J  but  he  was  convinced,  by  his  con- 
duct, that  that  hop.  gent,  deemed  disposed 
to  lend^imself  to  promote  the  views  of  a 
party-^ 

Mr.  Fuller  rose  to  order, .  disclaiming  any 
party  view  in  his. conduct,  and  professing 
himself  a  friend  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. 

The  Attorney  General  complained  of  the 
honourable  gent,  having  interrupted  him,  by 
a  call  to  order,  without  having  stated  how, 
in  any  manner,  he  had  violated  order. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  the  hon.  gent,  had 
imputed  motives  to  him,  which  was  an  un- 
parliamentarff  proceeding. 

Tlie  Speaker  stated,  that  it  oertainly  was 
not  within  the  strict  line  of  order  to  impute 
motives  to  any  gentlemen.  Such  deviation^ 
however,  was  not  uncommon,  and  he  hoped 
therefore,  he  should  stand  excused  in  not 
having  before  interrupted  the  hon.  gent. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  excepting 
through  a  consideration  for  the  quarter  froq^ 
which  the  opinion  proceeded,  he  should  not 
have  deemed  it  correct  (a  cry  of  chair !  chair !) 
1  he  hon.  gent,  re&umed,  that  he  believed, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  nouse,  it  ne- 
ver  was  deemed  disorderly  to  attribute  to 
gentlemen  in  opposition  a  wish  to  dispossess 
ministers,  audit  did  not  appear  that  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  were  disposed  to 
feel  disturbed  at  having  it  imputed  to  them. 
However,  as  the  chair  had  established  this 
rule,  l>e  hoped  it  would  be  applied  equally 
to  air  sides  of  the  house.  The  hbn.  grnt^ 
asserted,  that  those  who  supported  the  aimy 
of.  reserve  bill  were  perfectly  consistcrit  in 
voting  for  the  present  measure,  whilt;  th^ 
latt^cr  was  peculiarly  calculated  to,  reconcile 
'»  those  to  whom"  the  ballotahd'the  high  bouo- 
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,  iks  pf odttoed  by  the  *  forfndr  were"  so  obj6c-> 
,  ti<maA>le»  When  fwo  plans  were  un4er  con- 
4J»deiation«  6ai&ed  by  different  administra- 
i  tiQfis,  withQut  any  very  important  difference 
,  between  them,  thai  bad  ihe  preference  which 
.was  proposed  by  the  persons  actually  in 
:powef^  tMOtte  thejr  would  be  responsible  for 

the  execution  bf  U.  With  respect  to  the 
'  plan  ot  raising  men  JR3r  rank,  as  proposed  by 

the  late  minister,  thp  measure  before  the 
.house  wpfulcj  not  preplude  the  present  minis- 
:.lers  frotn  having  recourse  to  that  expedient, 
.fhould  it.appeac  to  bo  necessary.— After  a 
Joud'call  for  the  qiiestion,  the  house  divided, 

when  there  appeared,  for  the  amendment 

214  J  for  Mr.  Greys  motion  185— Majority 

2Q.    Adjourned. 


•      '  HOUSE  OK  LORDS* 

Monday,  June  IQ» 

[Minutes.] —In  the  case  of  the  duke  of 
Queensberry  a/.  M*Murdo,  the  judgmeot  of 
the  court  below  wjis  affirmed,  the  parti<:s 
'having  previously  agreed  thereto.— In  the 
case  of  Grieve  v.  lieu.  col.  Cunningham  and 
others,  the  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  would 
'mention  the  ^matter  to  their  lordships  to-* 
-morrow,  that  the  case  should  be  sent  back 
to  the  court  of  session,  for  iheir  furiher  con- 
.sideration.  —  His  lordship  postponed  pro- 
:nouncing  judgment  in  thexase  of  Hogg  v. 
Lash  Icy,  until  Thursday  next. — The  several 
bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  through 
'their  respective  stages,  after  which  the  house 
adjourded. 


House  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  JuTie  18. 

[Minutes.] •^Lord  Marsham  presented  a 
petition  from  W.  lliff,  who  had  beep  com- 
mitted into  custody  for  improper  and  con- 
temptuous conduct  towards  the  committee 
of  the  Middlesex  election.  The  petitioner 
expressed  his  contrition  for  his  conduct,  and 
jprayed  to  be  discharged.  Lord  Marsham 
moved,  that  the  peiiiioner  be  brought  to  the 
W  of  the  house,  in  order  to  his  being  re« 
primandcd  and  discharged.  W.  Iliff  being 
brought  to  the  bar  accordingly,  the  Speaker 
addressed  a  suitable  admonition  to  him,  after 
^which  he.  was  ordered  to  be  discharged,  on 
paying.his  fees— The  woollen  manufactu- 
rer's suspension  bill  was  read  a  second  time,* 
and  committed  for  to-morrow.— Mr.  J.  Fiiz* 
perald  moved  the  ordei  of  the  day  for  the  se- 
jcond  riding  of  the  t  ish  election  bill.  He 
•'^hen  said,  that  on  account  of  the  lateness  of 
^j^on,  and  the  bill's  requinig  so  much 


obn^ideraiidn,  li  appeared  to  htm' impossible 
that  due  attention  could  be  paid  to  it  during 
ihe  present  session  of  parliament^  He  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  order  be  discharged^ 
and  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on: 
that  day  three  months  j  which  was  agreed  to, 
—Mr.  S.  Bourne  moved,  fhat  leave  b^  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  permit  the  exportaition  df 
machinery  necessary  for  erecting  a  miitt  iQ 
the  dominions  of  the  King  bf.De.nnwk; 
leave  being  giv^n,  the  bill  was  read  a  fir^^t 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  seeotid  time 
to-morrow.— . Mr.  Huskisson  brougl^t  up  pam- 
pers ordered  on  the  8th  of  April  last,  Yefativfe* 
to  the  addition^  to  the  annual  charge  of  inte- 
rest on  sundry  loans  ;  also  an  account  of  ^e 
gross  amount  and  charges  on  t{ie  4|  per  cent/ 
duties,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.— 
Mr.  Alderman  Combe  presented  a  petition 
from  sundry  merchants  and  others  of  the  City 
ot  London,  praying' that  the  Liverpool  East 
India  prize  goods  bill  might  not  pass  into  a- 
law.  On  the  question  being  pot,  it  was 
carried  that  the  ^petitioners  should  be  hear4 
by  themselves  or  counsel  against  the  bill.—* 
Mr.  8.  Bourhe  gave  ix>tice,  that  he  should 
move  to  morrow  for  leave  to  ^ing  in  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  dollars  lately 
issued  by  the  Bank. 

[Additional  Force  Bill.  T  — Ther 
Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  having  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  amendments  made  in  the  additional 
force  bill,  said,  that  it  might  convenience' 
the  house  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
amendments  in  the  first  instance,  before  any 
debate  took  place — The  first  provided,  that 
all  vacancies  which  may  occur  by  desertion 
or  deaths  in  the  force  tobe  raised,  shall  he  ' 
supplied  by  the  counties,  instead  of  the  pa* 
rishes.  The  next  material  amendment  re- 
lated to  the  wives  and  families  of  the  men 
who  entered  the  service.  The  wives  and  fa^ 
roilies  of  those  who  entered  the  army  of  re*  * 
serve  were,  by  the  act  entitled  to  the  provi- 
sion which  the  wives  of  the  militia  received; 
but  no  provision  was  made  for  tlie  families 
of  those  who  transferred  their  service  from 
the  reserve  to  the  line.  It  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  do  away  those  provisions  altogether, 
and  remove,  therefore,  the  diflfictjiry  which 
might  be  thus  rai«?ed  against  entering  into  the 
regular  army.Thethirdamendmcnt  provided, 
that  this  additional  force  should  only  conti-> 
aue  for  six  months  after  the  signing  of  a  dcr 
finitive  treaty  of  peace.  Thus  tv^rj  apprc- 
hension  as  to  the  perms nence  of  this  armr 
miist  be  removed/  because'  its'  duration  was 
only  lo  be  in  time  of  war.  iifijen  peace 
shall  be  made,  such  oouiber  will  be  {c'-pt  uj^ 
as  former  ^cts  «(p  ihis  j^uhjtct  prescribe.-l  ^— 
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Tbc>4tli»  gtSMMied  ft  fiover  to  jeatali)!^  reo- 
^l^f ous  in  ceoiaio  places,  (qr  iDSfeciiiig  the 
watfli^who  sbaU  be  raised 4  aod  hkewiae  to 
t)^  affioens  •ppoioled  for  that  purpose,  to 
V^t  Mcb  «mii  as  ibtj  sYuxAd  deem  aafit 
fieir  j«rvice.-<i*The>imeadmetits  were  then 
Wpn^H  Up  auGcessiyely  by  the  chancellor  ef 
libB^^ftclMqiier^  read,  and  inserted  tn  die  bill. 
•v*-On  briogiDg  up  <be  third  araendaient, 

Mr«  Grey  wished  to  Jcoow  wheiher  the 
officers  of  thb  ^oe.  weis  to  have  permaneot 

Jh^  0^nc$Sor  ef  Ahe  Exeheffifr  replied, 
i^t  they  would  be  eiUilled.  to  half  pay  only 
in  iUxQe  ofpieaoe,  ^excepting  the  month  dor- 
ifkg  which  the  jenep  were  to  be  out  on  duty 
every  year ;  they  wopld  be  thus  on  a  foot- 
ing with  t||ie4)fiK:eraof  the  militia,  with  this 
diwrence*  that  the  former  wei»  to  be  in  the 
wa0r  of  prbooolion.  The  right  hon.  geiH. 
then  moved,  *'  that  the  IhU  with  its  amend- 
ipeot^,  he  engrossed/' 

Mr.  Harrison  objccled  to  t^  motion.  He 
Q^U^lSQ^*  that  the  bill  was  now  less  objec- 
tionable than  when  first  introduced ;  yet  it 
sliil  .^peared  to  him  to  retain  so  much  of  its 
i«3tivc  turpitude,  ttbat  it  could  iie«er  obtain 
his  A5$eot.  When  the  £aandation  was  bad, 
no  good  superstucture  could  be  raised  upon 
i^  but  it  moat  t>e  jdeficient  and  fail,  not- 
wjtbstanding  its  prpfessed  purpose  was  to 
rai^  an  additional  force.  He  objected  to 
ilkp  bill,  as  being,  in  its  nature,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  so  ioj^rtous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
cpuQtry,  that  he  was  surpriaed  It  should 
h^Vd  been  permitted  to  be  brought  in.  The 
v^ry  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  raise  men* 
by  nieat^  of  lines  and  penalties  j  but  the 
olaject  in  view  could  never  be  answered  by 
V  such  ^^nA«  The  bill  <^ed  upon  parish  of- 
floers  Ip  false  a  certain  qoot»  of  men,  and  at 
tl)p  s^tnc  ticae  told  them  tbq^  must  not  give 
above  71.  iO^.  bounty  money,  which -was 
to  j^equire  them  to  do  more  than  they  could 
performj  whilst,  at  the^sanw  time,  it  levied 
a  fine  upon  them  for  the  oon-rperformance, 
and,  even  after  paying  that  6ne,  they  were 
st^ll  liable  to  a ucocc^ng  fines.  He  could  * 
never  see  ao  increase  to  the  established- mill- 
taiy  force  of  the  copnjtry,  without  jealousy. 
It  appeared  that  this  was  proposed  as  a 
system  for  supplying  ^be  tegular  standing 
army,  whether  in  timei  of  war  or  peace. 
The  bill  went  t;o  levy  a  tax  on  the  country 
parishes,  and  in  ati  unconstitutional  way. 
It  should  therefore  meet  with  his  decided 
opposition. 

Mr,  EHiof  seid,  he.  hoped  the  house  would 
per^nit  hipn^to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunny^ 
afforded  iiin^l;^  this  stage  c^the  bill,  of  very 
shortly  aisi^ning  tb&  motives^   which  imd 


hitJKTto  dtfected,  and  vi4^oh,  be  was  afiraid, 
must  coatiBne  to  govern  bis  vote  np€Ki  « 
neasure,  indubitably  oi  nioeh  importance 
and  ouiterially^iiiiBcting  ihe  fu|«re  streog^ 
iftod  power  of  4'he  country ;  for  it  ^was  always 
ito  be  recollected  ti^^at  this  4>ill  was  nqt  pro* 
posed  as  a  temporary  e«pedientagainstii  sud- 
den'and  transient  danger,  but  was  apecifi- 
cally  introduced  as  laying  the^ondation  of 
a  pertnaneQt  i»ilitary  system.  The*  object 
of  the  bill,  m  he  onderstood  ity  was  the  6dp« 
^ly  of  the  deficiencies  to  the  defensive  ftiroe 
of  :the  country  by  a  mode,  wfiii^h  mig^t  ren- 
der it  a  frtn tfal  soui'ce  of  recruits,  as  w^ll  Ca 
in  other  respects,  a  ben^cial  odraery  to  ^le 
regular  arnay,  and  whieh  should  have  the 
additional  advantage  of  ensuing  to  -^is  ae- 
condary  fpcceii;de|;reeof  disgipl^^to  nearly 
approaching  to  that  of  troopa  of  the  line^  aa 
might  enable  us,  with  grc^^r  security,  to 
liberate  any  portion  of  our  disposable  force, 
^rhicb  OQoasion -might  offer,  \n  ^icotlifie  of 
the  war,  foren^pl^ng  m  ajgi^sivc  opera- 
tions. Tl^e  priacipi(es>  «p^  wjiich  the  pbn 
was  professed  to  rcst^  wcFp  two,  ^  eittino- 
jtibn  of  the  coqdpetition  of  bounties,  and  fl^ 
promotion  of  local  in^uefvce  jaod  exeiitioo. 
To  the  first  he  al|^ould,  for  .g  moment,  no(t 
•dyert..  With  regacd  to  the  seeoad.  he.oeiy 
tainly  appreciated  local  in^u^ce  lis  a  .ver|r 
powerful  instr^n^ent  of  recruiting,  Ihough^ 
perhaps,  he  did  not  universally  attribuie4hait 
efficacy  to  it,  whio^  soone  persons. of  great 
aiJthority  seemed  to  ascribe  to  it.  In  .thfe 
Highlands  of  Scot^nd,  and  some  ^bw  paiia 
of  Ireland,  it  indubitably  was  efficient  be>- 
yond  anj  other  means  of  recruiting,  bat  he 
was  sure  that  his  ri^ht  hon.  friend  (the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchdquer)  would  admit  that^ 
from  such  partial  instances,  no  general  infe- 
rence was  to  be  drawn.  He,  however^Svas 
ready  to  acknowledge,  th^t,  in  most  parts 
ot  the  kingdom,  it*  was  of  much  a^lv^ntage 
in-  procuring  men,  and,  indeed,  the  sense 
of  its  utility  could  not  be  more  forcibly  illus* 
trated  than  by  the  exp^ient,  to  which  re- 
course had  been  so  frequently  made,  of  piio- 
vincSal  levies,  where  the  rules  of  the  ^ervice^ 
in  regard  to  promotion,  were  supersede^ 
and  the  command  of  a  regini>ent  was  often 
conferred  on  a  person  ncv^r  in  the  army,  en- 
tirely-for  the  purpose  of  obtair^ing  t|ie  benefit 
of  locaV  exertion,  a  mode  .of  rrcruilijig  well 
adapted  to  that  object,  ibotagh,  in  otlier  re- 
spects, highly  objectionaj)!^.  But  he  wa» 
•  anxious  to  mark  the  diQereppe  between, the 
value  of  the  infiuence  obtained  in  ^is  ;wa^ 
and  that  o(  the  parochial  exertipn  expected 
to  be  gained  under  theoperation  of,  t^ls  bi{i. 
A  getvtieman  of  provincial  copiiexiptis  at^ 
p90party«  in  raisings  regiment  acted  undat 
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the  sticddds  botb  of  (li^  repvKatioii  and 
emdutnenta  resulting  from  ibt  c'om^lolioQ 
of  kii  levy,- whereas^  upon  this  pardohial  sys* 
t^m  of  recruiting,  aa  oae  had  any  i(i<;item€nt 
beyond  t5e  exemptioa  from  his  propoftioa 
of  the  £tie»  la  provincial .  levies,  loo/  ihft 
sphai^  of  iDfluenioe  was  miieh  na(H%  eitlend- 
ed;  The  regokted  bounty,  moreover,  was, 
in  fhat  mode  of  rjecriiiiiag  alalost  iilvariaMy 
esece^ed,  and  the  person  undert^ing  thai 
d^s^ripOooof  levy,  employed  recrmiiing  par« 
ties  i»  all  dtreettoDS,  ^aad*  had  all  the  aid 
which  the  most  skilfal  and  eaperiented  r6- 
cnaiting  offieers  cotild  supply.  Hut  cherch- 
wardens  and  ofcirseers  of  the  poer^poasessed 
no  saob  means,  and  he  was  appfrhensive 
that,  in  the  execution  of  this  measure,  one 
of  these  three  ihii^9  must  happen,  either 
that  the  recruiting  would  be  coe^gned  to 
crimps,  or  that  a  most  oppressive  infiueiKO 
would  be  exerted  by  th^  parish  offieers  for  the 
purpose  of  instigating  men  to  enlist,  4t  that- 
the  whole  scheme  would  ultimately  resolve 
it^If  into  a  mere  paroehiarjt  tax.  The  besfe 
mode  of  trying  the  practical  merits  of  the  bill 
would  be  ibr  every  gent,  to  imagine  himself 
in  hia  Own  psnish  lor  a  moment.  Suppose 
the  churchwarden  and  overseers  stating  to  a 
pirincipal  proprietor  in  a^rish  the  di^culty 
of  procuring  men  for  a,  bounty  of  I'i  guineas, 
whcu  it  had  recently  be<^n  found  almost  im- 
praciicabe to  obtain  thc^m  {or  double,  treble 
or  even  the  quadruple  of  that  sum;  Suppose 
them.,  too,  representing  their  utter  igno- 
rance of  the  art  of  recruit iru,  and  their 
want  of  lethure  (or  it,  even  if  iliey  had  the 
knowledge.  What  other  rational  counsel 
could  such  a  proprietor  give  to  the  parish,  of- 
fioer^,  than  a  recominendation  to  them  to 
endes^vour  to  sujiply  their  own  want  of  eon- 
ii^rsance  with  the  practice  of  rccruili^g  by  a 
recourse  to  the  asarislaBCh  of  those  who  had 
•ifperience  in  it  ^  •  Hence,  then,  would  ori- 
^iiate  the  introduction;  of  (he contractor  for 
recruits)  who  would  deownd  niorc  than  the 
limited  bounty,  and  even  with  an  increased 
premium/would  not  undertake  to  procore 
the  men  within  the;  space  pn  seribf^  by  ^he 
bill.  No  recruiter  woiald  engage  to  raise  the 
%aota  of  m^.a  lor  a  parish  within  the  limits 
of  that  parish,  or  m  immediate  vicinity.  He 
would,  oi^aonrse,  resort  for  them  to  London, 
3irminghfrni,  Manchester,  Shelfield,  or  the 
jDwns  in  which  Ue usually  recruited,  s^nd  then, 
if  men  were- procured  at  all  (for  he  did  not 
believe  many  qau'd  he  gained  by  other  meam), 
they  woulu  be  bbtained  by  a  modr,  whic^ 
would  be  in  direct  contradictiohi  to  the  prot- 
visions  of  the  bill,  atid  to  what  his  right  hon 
^ieikd  (ihe  chahceilor  of  the  exchequer)  had 
d»ciarei  W  W  m  ftiuci^k.     A^ouding, 


however,  for  tbe  sak*  0f  argujBMmt;*  tbfbT  9^ 
the  advafHages^  in  respect  to  parochial  ex^^ 
tion,  Would  be  reaped  from  l^s  bill  whieb 
the  friends  of  the  measure  expected  to  dep- 
rive from  it,  the  exertion  must  operate  td 
the  impedtnoent  of  the  general  recfuiting 
service.  For  instance)  when-  an  officer  weof 
into  a  parish  on  the  regular  reorufting  service^  - 
he,  in  i^snend,  had  the  influence  of  the  pa« 
rish,  if  not  positively  favourable,  at  least 
neoitral  towards  him^  in  which  case  he  bad 
the  fair  benefit  of  the  regulated  bounty  m4 
his  own  activity,  but  tMKlep  this  bill  the  pd« 
fish  would  be  in  a  state  of  coastant  opposH 
tion  Co  his^  exertions,  aa  every  man  he  raised 
would  diminish  the  maana  of  the  parish^oBf'' 
cers  of  furnishing  the  quota  part  of  the  pa« 
rish^  His  success;  would,  in  tl'uth,  operate 
as  a  tax  ttpoA  the  parish  There  wouId# 
likewise,  renaain  a  considerable  peouni^y 
competition  under  the  scale  of  boun  ties,  whieh^ 
from  \(rhat  (ell  from  the  chanoellor  of*  thd 
exohequer  a  f$\|^t)ights^ago,it  seemed  to  bd  ixi 
oonteaaplatiotito  eatahlish.  His  rt.  hbn.  ^idnd 
had  statedi  that«  though  the  bounties  were 
not  absolutely  ^xed,  it  was  at  present  in* 
tended  that  the  bottnty  for  tbe  regnlaf  ser^ 
vice  should  be  iQ  guineasj  the- bounty  §p» 
tbe  foi^oe  to  be  provided  under  this  bill  }% 
guineas,  and  the  bounty  lor  enlistment  from 
that  force  into  the  line  10  guineas.  This 
system  of  bountiiis,  therefore^  Would  ob\'i-« 
Ou^ly  make^  it  the  interesi  of  men  to  enlist 
first  for  home  service,  instead  of  emefmg 
at  ot^ee  itito  rhe  liue«  for  by  gcMug  ongiiially 
into  the  liFne  they  would  be  euljp  entitled  to 
a  bounty  of  16  guineas,  whereaa,  by  passing 
through  this  intermediate  force  into  the  re^ 
guiar-army,  they  would  obtain  22;  Thua,  iit 
point  of  fact,  instead  of  extinguishing  com^ 
petition^  tbe  bill  would  establish  a  compe-* 
tition  both  of  money  and  of  locial  influence^  - 
to  tl^  detriment  6(  the  general  I'ecruiting 
service.-^ It  h^  been  represented  by  gentle^ 
Bien  on  the  opposite  side  of  thehtjuse  as  4 
very  visionary  and  fancifid  apprehensioui^ 
but  he  codld  not  help  concurring  in  the'fea^ 
that  had  be^  expressed  by  some  of  hia 
friends  uporl  the  betick  With  himi  that  the 
inSuence  exerted  by  parish^olSeers  Would 
prinoipally  consist  in  their  attempts  to  rendet 
tt^e  situatidA  of  the  indigent  class  of  the  com» 
munity  i*esident  M^ithin  their  jurisdiction  Iso 
paiufu^to  thetn,  ^s  to  itnpel  tfaism  to  resort 
to  enlistments  at  a  retbge  fl'om  perse^uttdn. 
A  learned gciijt.  (th*  attot-ney-general)  had 
a)ledged,  on  a  preceding  Qigiv>  that  such  a 
snsptoton  of  abuse  of  authority  on  the  part  of 
parish-oncers  was  not  justified  by  experi- 
ence.  He  was  far  fi-om  meaiiing,  to  makii 
$ny.  gbnef4i  iai(misi(iQn  qd  th<;  coddu^t  of 
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parish-bfficers,  at  the  same  time  be  had 
known  thetn  in  some  instances  commit  acts 
of  great  severity,  and  it  was  not  in  the  spirit 
oif  a  jpdicious  sysiem  of  legislation  to  set  the 
iniere'^ts  of  picrsons  in  power  in  opposition  to 
their,  hun^ine  and  social  feelings.  There 
nirere  many  laws^  and  vriy  wise  and  salutary 
laws  too^  which  were  mnch  relaxed  in  their 
execution,  and  which,  if  generally  enforced, 
Koight  be  perverted  into  instruments  of 
grievous  oppression.  The  game  laws  had 
been  alluded  So,  and,  perhaps,  furnished 
the  most  familiar  example.  He  certainly 
was  ho  enemy  to  the  game  laws  j  on  the 
contrary,  he  maintained  the  policy  of  them,, 
though  he  did  not  wish  to  see  too  «ttvere  an 
operation  given  to  them.  In  many  parts  of 
the  country  they  were  put  into  very  vigorous 
executbn.  In  some  parts,  however,  they 
were  much  relaxed,  and  this  was  the  case  io 
the  part  of  the  country,  with  which  he  was 
best  acquainted,  but  he  was  afraid,  if  this 
bill  should  pass,  they  would  be  universally 
and  most  severely  enforced.  If  a  poor  man 
was  detected  in  snaring  a  hare,  a  parish-offi- 
cer might  say  to  him,  **  if  you  are  convicted 
you  will  be  fined  £5,  You  cannot  pay  such 
a  sum,  in  which  case  your  goods  will  bo 
distrained,  and  even  the  amount  of  them 
will  probably  not  enable  you  to  defray  the 
penalty,  and  then  you  most  be  committed 
to  prison.  But  if  you  will  enlist  in  the  army 
of  reserve,  we  will  not  prosecute  you,  and 
you. will  at  once  avoid  these  calamities  and 
obtain  a  bounty  of  12  guineas."  It  had  been 
asked  in  a  former  debate,  where  were  to  be 
found  the  provisions  in  the  bill,  which 
enacted  this  system  of  oppression  ?  God 
forbid,  that  parliament  should  ever  pass 
laws  giving  a  positive  sanction  to  the  exer- 
cise of  tyrannical  authority  5  but  it  wa"«  also 
•  its  sacred  daty  to  take  care  that  it  did  not 
legislate  in  a  manner,  which  might  invite 
and  stimolate  abuse,  and  h(f  entered  much 
into  the  fears  of  those  who  thought,  that  this 
bill,  i£  it  should  pass  into  a  law,  would,  by 
awakening  into  a  pernicious  activity  many 
dormant  penal  statutes,  sour  and  disgust 
the  people,  and  poison  the  comforts  and  so- 
cial happiness  of  every  village  and  hamlet  in 
the  country.  It  had  been  imputed  to  his 
right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Windham), 
that  the  tenpr  of  his  language  was  changed, 
that  formerly  the  house  had  beei^  accus- 
tomed to  hear  him  inculcate  the  necessity 
of  keeping  alive  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and 
of  raising  their  minds  to  a  level  with  the  un- 
paralleled danger  with  which  they  had  to 
contend,  but  that  now.  tl.-re  was  a  truce  to 
these  animating  exhortations,  that  his  right . 
JioDr  friend  had  lowered  his  tone,  ti^at.he 


ceased  to  nrge  the  incitements  and  ilwelt^' 
upon  the  difficulties,  that  the  n(V)Hv^  ^^i^e  -. 
now  n>ade  snb9rcliriajL^\.to^,]fli^lj5^Jqj|iojJs-^  ^ 
I'he  chancellor  of  4b*ecitth^'u|ir,^^ha3 
attribujced  this.  sud^^o^^ller^al^BT.cjTcbnduct 
to  his  fight  hon.  friepd,  ht4>urely  permitted 
it  to  escape^his  memory  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  bad  denied  the  efficacy  of  the  bill.  If  - 
his  right  hun.  friend  had  admitted  that  the 
bUr  was  likely  to  be  effectual  for  its  object, 
there  might  have  been  some  foundation  for 
the  remark  that  had  fallen  from  the  ehan* 
eel  lor  of  the.  exchequer,  because  in  that  case 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  have  had  to 
strike  a  balance  between  th^  inconvenien- 
cies  of  the  measure,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  danger  aganist  which  it  was  intended  to 
provide  9  but  his  right  hon.  friend  had  ex«-  - 
pressiy  stated,  th^r,  in  his  view  of  it,  the 
bill  would  be  vexatious  and  not  efficacious, 
that  it  would  be  productive  of  nothing  but 
superfluous  and  gratuitous  oppression,  that, 
infactr,  it  would  be  oppressive,  because  it 
was  not  calculated  to  be  efficient  for  its  pur* 
pose.  The  house,  4oe,  could  not  fail  to  ob« 
serve  that  the  evils,  which  his  right  hon«' 
friend  had  predicted  as  likely  to  result  from 
the  measure,  were  of  a  nature  calculated  to- 
relax  that  zeal,  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  borne,  so  eminent  a  share  in  exciiing  ia 
the  country,  and,  consequently,  materially 
to  diminish  the  strength  of  the  empire  at  a 
period  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all  men, 
demanded  its  collected  and  united  faculties. 
—He  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  proposed  arrangement  ot  this  force.  Ia 
this  view  of  the  subject  he  would,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  assume,  that  the  men  were 
procured,  and  he  might  then,  perhaps,  be 
asked  by  the  friends  of  the^neasure,  whe^* 
ther  he  did  not  admit  that  there  was  a  rea- 
sonable foundation  for  believing  that  many 
men  \yould  enter  from  this  intermediate  force 
into  the  line.  He  certainly  did  apprehend 
that  a  considerable  number  might  transfer 
themselves  from  one  service  into  the  other, 
but  if  he  were  at  the  same  time  asked,  what 
would  be  the  most  etf  ectual  mode  of  check- 
ing their  enlistment,  he  should  certainly  an- 
swer, the  prohibition  of  their  option  with 
regard  to  the  corps  into  which  they  might 
be  disposed  to  enter  j  as  he  could  venture  to 
assert,  from  the  best  recruiting  authorities, 
that  the  motiv^^  of  men  for  enlisting  into  ihe 
army  were  as  various  as  the  whims  and  cz-f 
prices  of  the  human  mind.  The  arrange- 
ment, however,  of  double  battalions  as  the 
means  of  inducing  men  to  enter  into  the  re- 
gular army,  was  said  to  be  justiBed  by  expe* 
rience,  and  two  examples  had  been  cited 
.^  prove  that  men  Y(QXt  likely  to  enlist 
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wift  taatt  hAWtf  for  general  st^rvkfe  M 
haviog  acqaired  military  habits  in  service  of 
a  Umited  nature.      The  instances  quoted 
were  the  volontecrs  obtained  from  the  mi- 
litia in  the  late  war,  and  the  army  of  reserve 
in  the  present.    With  regatd  to  the  Ist  in- 
stance,  he   mast  observe^    that  the   mode 
tvhich    had   been    adopted    for    obtaining 
men  for  the  regular  army  from  the  militia 
was  very  different  from  that  which  could  be 
pursued  compatibly  with  the  principle  pro- 
fessed in  the  present  plan.     Recruiting  par- 
ties bad  been  sent  down  to  the  quarters  of 
the  different   regiments,    many  of  which 
were  kept  for  a-  consiikrable  interval  in  a 
state  of  intoxication  and  dissolution  of  disci- 
pline, and  by  these  means  the  recruits  were 
procured  at  large  bounties  fot  regular  ser- 
vice limited,    however,  fof  the  most  part^ 
both  in  respect  to  time  isttd   space,   i(x  a 
large  proportion  of  the  ktaen  enlisted  only  for 
the  period  of  the  War,   and  for  European 
service.      The  other  instance  which   had 
been  cited,    was  the  army  of  reserve,   but 
the  men    wlib  had  transferred  themselves 
from  that  foi^ce  into  the  regular  army,  had 
not  enlisted  because  they  had  acquired  the 
habits  of  a  military  life,  for  most  of  them 
could  never  have  been  regimented  or  have 
joined  their  battalions  of  reserve.     It  was 
notorious  that  they  had  literally  merely  pass-, 
^d  through  the  army  of  reserve  into    the 
line  for  the  sake  of  the  double  bounty,  and 
that  they  bad  enlisted  so  rapidly  as  to  induce 
the  commander  in  chief  to  issue  orders  at  va- 
rious times  to  suspend  the  recruiting,  to  pre- 
vent that  relaxation  of  discipline,  which  it 
was  found  to  produce.    The  only  inference, 
therefore,  which  could  be  candidly  drawn 
from  this  example,  was,  that  many  men  had 
been  tempted  to  enter  for  general  service  by 
the  invitation  of  extravagant  bounties,  hav- 
ing at  the  same  time  their  option  of  the  re- 
giments into  which  they  were  to  enlist,  and 
no  inconsiderable  proportion  had  entered 
into  the  guards  and  into  the  artillery.     He 
did  not,  however,  mean  to  assert,  that  seve- 
tal  men  might  not  be  procured  for  the  line 
by  the  intended  arrangement,  t>ut  he  was 
convinced  that  as  many,   and  he  believed 
tnore,  might  be  even  immediately  obtained 
by  that  system  of  recruiting  which  had  been 
•o  frequently  recommended,  without  any  of 
the  complicated  vexation  of  this  bill.    The 
system,  to  which  he  Blluded,  Consisted  in 
the  ciilistment  for  term  of  years  instead  of 
for  life,  the  declared  and  formal  abolition  of 
drafting,   and  some  separate  establishment 
for  cdonial  service ;    for  the  dread  of  the 
tnxious  climate  of  the  West  Indies  operated 
it  a  moft  powerful  impediment  to  the  re- 
Vol.  11. 


cniidng  of  iht  line;    These  measnirea,  toge* 
ther  with  a  proper  <)istributi6n  of  recruiiing 
parties  under  experienced   officers,   and   a 
judicious  selection  of  stations  for  recruiting 
depots,  would,  he  Was  persuaded,  ultimately 
supply  the  ranks  of  our  regular  army.     He^ 
nevertheless,  did  not  expect  that  the  country 
could  speedily  reap  theyic//  advantage  evea' 
of  the  best  scheme  of  recrjaiting,  and  in  this 
respect  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham),   for  hie  was 
convinced  that  a  long  interval  would  elapse 
before  the  memory  of  large  bounties  wodld 
be  intirely  obliterated.    We  had  taught  the 
people  to  speculate  so  much  upon  extrava- 
gant premiilims,  that  it  would  be  found  they 
would  for  a  long  while  with-hold  themselvea 
from  the  service  in  the  hope  of  their  revival, 
—Before   he  sat  down   there  were  two  ot 
three  topics  on  which  he  felt  desirous  of 
touching,   and  to  which  he  should  advert 
with  more  satibfaction,  as  he  had  the  good 
fortuiM,  in  a  great  measure,   to  concur  in 
opinion  on  them  with  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchjcquer;  one  was, 
the  derelection  of  ballot  as  applied  to  thia 
measure.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  not  to 
be  understood  as  being  universally  adverse  to 
the  principle  of  ballot.     On  the  contrary,  . 
one  of  his  motives  for  wishing  the  original 
establishment   of  the  militia  to  be  main- 
tained   was,  that    the    principle    of  ballot 
might  be  preserved    in    the  country.    He 
thought  it  bad  as  a  part  of  a  great  perma- 
nent system,  but  temporary  and  unforeseen 
emergencies  might  occur,  in  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  compulsory 
.  service,  and  in  exigelicies  of  so  sudden  and 
pressing  a  nature,  that  mode  of  compulsion 
was  the  best  which  was  the  most  efficacious, 
—There  was  another  part  of  the  bill,  which, 
he  must  be  at  variance  witl^  all  his  former 
declarations  and  sentiments^  if  he  did  not 
approve }  he    meant   the  reduction  of  the 
supplementary  militia.    At  the  same  time 
heliid  not  think  the  rbode  proposed  altoge- 
ther unobjectionable.    The  arrangement  of 
the  supplementary  militia  varied  in  di^rent 
counties.    In  some  counties  the  supplement 
tary  levy  was  added  to  the  original  esta« 
^ishment,  and  the  whole  formed  one  regi* 
ibent,  and  hence  there  were  several  regi- 
ments which  were  certainly  too  large  and 
unwieldy.    In  other  counties  this  part  of 
the  militia  had  been  formed  into  several  bat- 
talions or  regiments,  such,^for  instance,  at 
the  2d  Surry,  2d  Wiltshire,  &c.  These  corpa 
consisted,  he  believed,  in  general  of  5  o^ 
600  men  each,  and  when  they  should  bo 
reduced  to  two- thirds  or  half  of  that  num^ 
ber,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  W4>uJid'^  aa 
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aseloM  «xpf me  to  keep  op  corps  opoo  tuck 

tcnall  eatabli  h(a«nt8.  H<^  coull  hot  b^p 
adding,  loo,  that  though  the  dimtoution  of 
their  numbers  was  to  be  gradual,  be  feared 
the  decay  of  thtir  dti»cipiiDe  would  bt*  rapids 
for  it  was  not  ratioual  to  expect  tb<it  the  in 
t^rest  of  the  ofBcers  kk  their  reg(ment!» 
^ouVd  not  be  relaxed  by  this  i^entt^uce  of 
rjoductinu.  and  thus  he  mu^t  coD8i<kr  ihe 
value  of  the  supplementary  mit)tia  for  the 
remainder  of  it^  existence  as  likely  t  >  be 
materially  dimini^thed.  During  the  discus* 
stons  on  iht^  army  of  reserve  biU,  in  the  last 
aenion^  severe  aui  mad  versions  had  beea 
made  on  the  late  adnainigtration  for  their 
tardine»H  in  bringing  forward  that  measure. 
TThey  had  been  reminded »  that  his  Majesty's 
declaration  had  stated  that  the  conduct  o( 
France  had  been  one  continued  series  of 
l^ression, violence,  aud  imult  fiom  the  cob- 
eluiiion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  j  that  the  French 
government  h^d  been  detected  in  the  deaiigu 
9f  sending  military  spies  into  this  country, 
under    the    denomination   of   commercial 

5 gents,  which  act  of  perfidy  was  described  in 
^e  <$ame  declaration  as  a  d<^cisive  indication 
of  the  dispositions  and  intentions  of  that  go- 
yemmeat^  and  that,  with  all  'these  warnings, 
they  ought  to  have  been  prepared  with  their 
system  for  the  defence  of  the  country  im- 
mediately on  the  commencement  ef  (he  hos- 
tilities.  They,  however,  deluded  their  pro- 
^c^tination  of  the  measure  of  the  army  of 
xeserve  by  alleging,  that,  if  it  had  been  ear- 
lier introduced,  it  would  have  interfered 
^th  the  ballot  ^r  the  militia.  To  this  atr- 
f  iliment,  however,  he  recollected  it  was  re- 
plied bv  himself  amongst  others,,  that,  as  the 
Vallot  mr  the  supplementary  militia  had  hi 
Qiany  counties  not  been  begun,  and  as  in 
Others  v^ry  little  progress  had  been  inade  in 
U,  the  number  of  the  army  of  reserve  might 
have  been  so  enlarged,  as  to  have  superseded 
Ihd  necessity  of  the  levy  of  the  suppletuen- 
tary  militia.  But  the  gentlemen  on  the 
bench  opposite  to  him  (the  bench  on  which 
^r.  Addington  and  his  friends  were  silting) 
had  an  answer  to  this  suggestion.  They  al- 
lied that  the  militia,  upon  its  augmented 
establishment,  was  the  proper  quantum  of 
nailitia  for  the  couutry*  They  maintained 
the  same  opinion  stiU,  afid  therefore,  though 
bQ  had  the  misfortune  entirely  to  differ  from 
theiD^  he  must  acknowledge  they  were  per*^ 
fectly  coasisfeOt  Btxt  those  gentlemeri> 
who  formed  part  of  the  late  administration, 
und  who  also  composed  so  considerable  a 
proportion  of  the  present,  had  held  precisely 
the.  satnie  language,  and  he  therefore  felt 
a^oie  surprise  at  theilr  change  of  sentiment 
HfOA  tbu  tttbi^eti  and  at  t^k  agprd^tloo 


of  a  seheme  w)iioh  was  partlr  fiinof^  on  ^ 
reduc'ion  of.tht:  number  of  the  militia •  Aa 
hon  aud  learned  gent,  on  the  treaatxrj 
bench  ('he  ait oi my- general)  had  a«fiar(e(^ 
'^  that  when  two  plans  w  re  luider  (he  con* 
siderattoii  of  t;he  house,  framed  by  difterrnt 
admiuistration*,  without  any  very  imporiani 
dift'crence  between  )hem,  that  had  the  be%$ 
claim  to  pi5et<-r'eDr#^  which  was  proposed  bf 
the  persons  ajD!i  ally  in"  power,  since  they 
would  be  respond  ble  fortiie  execution  of  it," 
This  doctrine  Wi^s  certainly  very  palatably 
and  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  vrry  sutia- 
factory  to  the  house,  as  it  opened  a.  faif 
prospect  to  the  pubj^c  of  a  son  of  perpetiiity 
in  the  learned  gebt  *s  othcial  assiitai^ce.  ai| 
advantage  which,  he  believed,  the  couotr]^ 
had  already  possessed,  in  diderent  situationsy 
for  three  successive  administrations.  But 
without  discussing  the  merits  of  this  doc- 
trine, he  begged  permission  to  remark  to 
the  learned  gent.,  that,  by  a  si ngu tar  ft-licitjF 
of  circumstances,  he  had,  upou  the  princi- 
ple of  his  own  argument,  still  his  option 
between  the  two  plans,  for  he  believed  ih»t 
half,  if  uot  a  majority  of  the  present  cabt-^ 
net,  consisted  of  persons  who  were  also 
members  of  the  late  cabinet;  aiu), thereibrcg 
if  the  measure  proposed  by  the  late  govern* 
ment  should  be  adopted,  it  would,  never* 
theless,  be  executed  b^  those  who  had  been 
its  authors  and  systematical  supporters.  Bot 
these  gentlemen,  it  seemed,  made  the  pre* 
sent  plan  the  object  o[  their  choice,  and  he 
now  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  that  they 
concurred  with  him  in  opinion  that  the  nu* 
litia  establishment  was  too  large  by  the 
whole  of  its  augmented  numbers.  He  really 
could  not  help  expressing  some  curiosity  to 
know  from  what  period  he  was  to  date  thiii 
very  unexpected  satisfaction ;  since,  for  aik 
interval  of  two  years,  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Windham)  and  himself  had  expe^ 
rienci^d  nothing  but  censure  and  reproachai 
from  those  gentlemen  for  their  opposition  to 
the  increase  of  the  militia  of  the  diifereut 
parts  of  the  united  kingdom.  He  must  re^ 
mind  them,  too,  that  the  very  last  act  of 
their  late  administration  was  the  introduc-* 
tion  of  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  militia 
of  Ireland,  which  passed  io  direct  defiance 
of  the  counsel  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  tho 
present  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
which  was  truly  illustrative  of  the  lueasures 
by  which,  as  bis  right  hon.  frreod  had  hap* 
pily  expressed  it  on  a  former  occasion,  tbo 
late  miQisters  were  continually  marring  and 
frustrKting  their  own  projects.  He  trustedi 
howler,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
come  into  oifice  earjy  oaough  to  advise  his 
Maj««^  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  the  jK>w«i 
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m^Mi  panrtismeM  h^d  Tested  4d  hknv  aod 
.tkat  aB  he  k^d  been  able  to  opemc  soaus- 
tfidom  a  ^onversipo  in  the  opinions  of  his 
tBSW  eoll^guea  with  regard  to  the  English 
-fitsiittia^  he  hoped  he  wouid^  while  their 
miQds  were  in  this  pliant  and  malteabie 
ttote,  be  mora  sncoessfal  than  when  he  had 
tpoken  from  the  back  bfnohrs,  in  his  en^ 
dttavocvrs  to  convTiK:e  ibem  4jiat  no  system 
€ould  be  more  etl'ecfnaUy  adapted  to  cnt  np 
tlie  Mschnting  of.  the  regular  army,  than 
that  of  making  new  aicroachment«  on  the 
^pulation  ot  Ireland  for  the  service  of  th^ 
tnttitta.-^He  should  trouble  the  house  np 
further  than  to  observe,  that  if  this  raeastire 
^b^ottid  pjove  in  its  operation  to  be  only  a 
means  of  procuring  money,  it  would,  in  that 
polntof  view,  be  a  burthen  of  a  most  grievous 
nature,  it^ould,  in  fact,  be  a  tax  in  the 
«hape  of  a  |»arocbial  a^^ssment,  and  would 
^l  heavily  Dpdn  th«t  description  of  the 
•ommonity,  who  were  now  scarcely  able  to 
Itruggle  aga1i*«t  the  weight  of  parii^h  rates, 
«nd  whom,  ander  a  juichpious  and  well  re- 
flated aystem  of  finance,  it>  had  always 
betn  An  object,  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
10  #xetupi  from  tax«9  imposed  for  public 
r«Vej»«e  Th  hfcing,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
^W^i^KI  be  inrti^etutil  fu*  its  purpose,  and  at 
Sesame  time  be  (i^<0Ht  oppnefttive  artti  unjust 
tn  it»  operaiioa,  he  felt*  it  his  duty  to  give 
his  negative  to  iu  ixinher  progress. 

^nefal  Maithnduid^  hefek  it  his  duty 
flB^a'nlembei^  of  parliament,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  profeisidn  to  which  this  measure 
particularly  applied,  to  oflfer  hisfdcmimerrGs. 
He  was  sure  tlie  biW,  viewed  in  a  miiittiiy 
lense,  would  not  produce  any  considefabte 
portion  of  the  men  tha<  werd  expected  fnom 
it;  tbartn  a  civil  view  it  would  be  onerous 
and  opprfessivej  that  in  a  mixed  view  of 
tiivil  and  military,  it  would  not  gift  men  hot 
ttioney,  and  that  in  an  oppessive  way.  The 
]Mt  ministers  had  been  dharged  with  want 
of  energy  and  vigour.  He  wouidbe  glad 
to  hear  tVom  any  body,  in  what  manner  thk 
bill  give  any  proof  of  increased  vigour  or 
enei^.  He  would  say  of  itas  a  noble  U)kI 
had  said  on  a  fornner  oocaiion,  that  it  wasp 
mt^milk  and  water  measure :  or  if  it  had 
any  vigour,  uwas  vignimis'only  Jn  opiMTS- 
•Ing-the  people.  When  the  merit*  etf  diis 
*iU  Were  talktsd  of,  comparatively  .with  those 
of  the  measures  produced  by  his  right  hon. 
^^d  (Mr.  AddiBgion)  when  in  oflftce,  he 
^^ghi  that  little  indeed  could  be  said  for 
mis  measure.  His  right  hon.  friend  bad 
pro^oeed  to  raise  a  nimibet  of  regiments  by 
»crarting  ior  rank.  To  this  it  was  objected, 
^  talaiii||  meo'iW  ca»k  war  li^^iie  to  gtoit 


abt|906:  it  wu  so;  ^i^t  it  was-  the  abaw» 
Qo^  (he,  pse  th^  was  the  mischief.  Hp 
WQiild  ask  the  right  hon.  geot.  ppposit/e 
(Mr.  Windham),,  who  was  such  an  pnpmf 
to  raising  men  for  rank,  whether  there  w^s 
greater  mischief  in  a  person  every  w^y 
qQ9li%d  for  thp  .ran{<,  for  no  other  cou|4 
have  it>  raising  men  for  it,  rather  th^ 
purchasing  from  thj^ir  brother  officers^  j(f 
th^  were  qaal\$ed  to  havfs  the  step,  ther^ 
was  no  harm  in  raising  the  men.  7  hip, 
principal  objection  in  that  case  was  the  dif^ 
ficulty  of  restraining  the  boi^ity ;  but  undcMT 
th^pj-esept  n^asure  thatdi^irity  waa  mupp 
increased.  The  officer  who  would  depart 
from  the  limits  laid  down  would  have  tp 
dread  the  charge  of  being  guilty  of  a  brcac|k 
.of  orders  and  discipline;  but  no  such  a{^re« 
hension  could  weigh  upon  the  parish  o&cGt^ 
and  surely  the  former  was  a  much  mo|]p 
constitutional  mode  of  recruiting  than  t^ 
Utter,  ^t  the  same  time  that  ^t  was  far  froija 
tending  so  4it}^tly  to  the  increase  of  t^ 
bounty. — He  was  never  apprehensive  of  ti^ 
danger  of  invanion  so  much  asoth-rs^,^ 
agreed  that  it  was  now  increased  beypi^ 
what  it  hiid  ever  be^.  He  agreed  ako  iu 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the- regular  forq^ 
but  the  chargce  of  a  Want  of  exertion  in  (his 
'respect  W4S  not  relieved  by  this  hiU.  Thp 
metisure  was  proposed  to  be  permanent,  buX 
the  foiWjdatioa  was  ^l^e  a,ad  rotten.  Th^ 
'ar(i)y  of  resrrve  had  been  ei&cient,  fu^ 
therefore  he  approved  pf  it.  The  principle 
of  the  present  sy&tem  which  h^  condemnejl 
XROSt,  was«  that  the  regol^  and  disposiiblis 
soldiers  were  the  worst  provided  for.  Soly- 
4iers  on  general  service  sliouJld  on  evei|r 
principle  have  larger  pay.  He  did  not  meaj^ 
to  say  they  hht)u)d  have  more  than  they  ha4 
at  present.  He  was,  on  th i&. point ^^  of  opi^ 
.nipn  that  ihe  augmentation  which  took 
plltce  in  the  last  war  was  .improvident,  and 
that  the  army  would  havp  been  satished  with 
less.  H^  iwould  have  the  soldiers  for  Jiu 
.n^ited  service  reduced  to  less  pay,  to  lOd.  ^ 
d^y,  for  i.t^^tance,  but  that  could  not  be 
done  but  in  tim^ofpoace.  This  di^erence 
wouid  p^^ce  (hp  thing  on  a  fair  footing  with 
f«apect'4o  the  grand  operative  prJaciple  of 
jhitrnfMH  oat^re,^  ^elf  interest.  He  wished 
the  liberty  of  volunteering  frQm  the  reserve 
batlalioos  to  be  g^neral^  as  at  present  the 
men  were  di^posfsd  to  vplun^eer  into  any 
.Q$her  battalioii  rather  than  that  with  which 
IJbey  were  immediately  connected. 

Mr*.  Oshorne  ro^e  in  defence  of  the  bill, 
and  endeavoured  to  repel  the  objection  of  its 
being  a  measure  to  provide  ,nK>ney  and  not 
men;  for,  if  the  fi^ipt4ated  nui^her  of  meii 
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^^(rere  raHed  lo  the  paritbes,  not  one  shilling 
of  fine  woald  be  incurred.  As  to  the  ob- 
jection of  its  imposing  a  burden  on  the  pa- 
rish offiders^  he  would  ask,  what  measure 
there  was  of  extensiro  operation  hot  most 
occasion  some  incoDTenienoe  to  certain  in* 
tlividuals?  It  was  true,  the  eiecation  o( 
the  proposed  measure  woald  engross  socne 
'portion  of  the  time  of  those  officers;  but 
"lie  had  no  doubt  of  their  willingness  so  to 
tio  for  (he  public  good. 

General  Gascotgne  felt  himself  cslled  upon 
1>7  what  a  right  hon.  colonel  bad  stated  with 
Respect  to  raising  men  for  rank.  He  called 
the  right  hon.  gent,  a  '*  colonel/*  for  though 
he  had  the  local  rank  of  general,  his  general 
'^nk  was  that  of  colonel-^ 

General  Maitiand  rose  to  order.  He  said, 
be  was  in  the  judgment  of  the  house  whether 
^  -it  was  consistent  with  parliamentary  usage, 
Sor  order,  for  an  hon.  member  in  his  speech 
to  step  directly  out  of  the'  subject  b^ore  the 
'6ou«e,  to  make  a  personal  attack  upon  ano- 
ther member,  with  a  view  to  degrade  him. 
It  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  question, 
whether  he  was  a  brigadier-general  or  a 
"plain  colonel,  except  for  the  direct  purposes 
*of  personality. 

General  G<^scoigni  was  proceeding  to  ex- 
|>lain,  but  in  a  way  that  induced  the  chair 
4o  c^l  him  to  order.  He  then  proceeded  to 
aay,  that  the  mode  of  recruiting  *lbr  rank, 
-with  the  recommendation  of  which  the  hoo.  ' 
general  sat  put,  had  already  been  practised 
iinder  General  Conway,  under  Lord  Am- 
lierst,  and  lastly,  under  our  present  illus- 
trious commander  in  chief,  and  had  been 
ptoductive  of  very  bad  consequences,  such 
as  forbad  its  omtinuance ;  and,  in  fact^  all 
endeavours  had  been  tried  to  bring  back  the 
husiness  of  reci'uitingfor  the  army  to  its  pris- 
tine state  before  Lord  Amherst's  day,  with- 
'Ont  effect.  He  therefore  roust  presume  the 
hon.  general  had  some  new  and  secret  mode 
to  propose  for  rendering  effectual  the  project 
he  had  so  warmly  panegyrised.  It  had  been 
said  the  present  bill  was  ineffectual,  because 
it  was  but  one  step  towards  the-  great  end 
.desired  ;  but  wo61d  those  who  thus  argued 
take  two  steps  at  once,  instead  of  letting  one 
be  succeeded  by  the  other  ?  \i  this  did  not 
promi<<e  all  they  looked  fpr,  another  miglit 
follow  to  answer  their  expectaticm.  With 
respect  to  the  measure  of  raising  n^n  for 
Tank,  under  limited  bounties,  he  conceived 
it  wholly  impracticable;  for  though  the  per- 
son recruitin^f  on  that  principle  did  not,  bf 
iiis'  own  act;  exceed  the  lioiit  of  bounty 
prescribed  for  him,  yet  what  lyas  to  hinder 
^is  Serjeant  pr  bis  firieods  from  advancing 
'{en  guineas  a  aaan  to  expedite  his  quota  i'^ 


It  wodd  be  BO  more  possible  to  pceveat 
such  things  in  this  case,  than  bribery  at  an 
election  $  but  he  was  convinced  the  measnie 
now  before  the  house  oould  have  no  aooh 
effect.  The  pariihes  coiyld  have  but  one  d>« 
ject,  namely,  to  raise  the  men  as  cheap  aspos- 
sible.  With  respect  to  the  boasted  operation 
of  the  former  army  of  reserve  bill  in  recmitr 
ing  the  line,  he  was  convinced  that  the  la^ 
ter  service  had  received  no  greater  addttioa 
through  that  means,  than  it  would  have  ob- 
tained in  the  ordinary  course,  if  no  army  of 
reserve  had  existed.  The  present  bill  1^ 
warmly  approved  in  all  its  principles,  and 
was  ^Uy  convinced  it  was  calculated  to 
effect  all  those  desirable  pUrposes^  in  which 
the  preceding  measures  bad  failed. 

Mr.  Eilison  strongly  objected  to  the  bil|. 
as  being  in  its  nature  unjust,  unconstito^ 
tional,  and  oppressive.      He  had  fornoerly 
supported  the  biH  ef  his  right  hon.  frieiKJi 
(Mr.  Yorke),  gainst  which  this  bill  waa 
now  brought  in.     When  that  right  hon. 
gent.'s  measures  of  national  defence  were 
objected  to  as  being  inefficient,  he  thought 
the  country  had  a  right  to  expect  better  2 
whereas,  in  comparison  with  that  measnti^ 
the  present  bill  he  considered  as  weak  as4 
inefficient.     It  held  x>ut  a  promise  to  onr 
ear,  but  broke  it  to  our  hope.     It  aban- 
doned the  method  of  ballot,  on  which  the 
country  had  hitherto  proceeded,  andthrevf 
off*  20,000  of  the  supplementary  militia^, 
who  might  have  been  laid  hold  of  at  once 
in  aid  of  the  national  defence.    He  meant 
no  reflection  on  the  volunteers  at  large^, 
when  he  expressed  his  belief  that  many  had 
entered  among  that  body  for  foar  of  being 
drawn  by  ballot.    Now  this  being  removed^ 
he  feared  would  greatly  tend  to  diminish  the 
volunteer  force.    The  bill  now  under  o(msi<! 
deration  professed  to  get  men,  buthewaa 
of  opinion  that  money  was  the  object.    It 
called  into  its  aid  the  machinery  of  deputy 
lieutenants  and  parish  officers,  who  were 
thus  put  into  shoations  to  render  them  on* 
popular,  and  disliked  among  their  neigh- 
bours.    Nor  would  it  be  found  possible  for 
parbhes,  in  agricultural  parts  of  the  country], 
to  procure  their  stipulated  quotas  of  men. 
Was  this,  then*  a  method  to  be  resorted  to. 
which  could  be  justified?    Tfie  county  of 
Lincoln,  in  which  he  resided,  would*  upon 
a  calculation,  have  to  raise  50,0001.  by  way 
of  floe,  which  was,  in  fi^t,  a  direct  double 
land-tax  on  tl^e  landed  property  of  tl^e  coun- 
try; and  h^  believed  he  wa4  nght  in  cal- 
culating that  it  Vfdnld   raise  the  ^um  of 
1^,500,0001.  on  the  landed  interest  of  the 
•everal  counties  of  Bt^land.    This  plan  Yf9^ 
no  other  than  a  round  about  way  of  incru^<) 
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ing  the  Itnd^x.  These  were  facts  whidi> 
Jie  trusted*  would  hate  more  weight  with 
jtiie  house  than  flottrishes  of  rhetoric.  The 
IttU  went  to  impose  a  heavy  duty  upon  the 
^epoty  Iteatenants  and  pariA  officers*  It 
would  harass  them,  and  pot  them  to  the 
l^reatest  incenvenieocey  whilst  it  would,  at 
the  same  time,  put  the  whole  country  out  of 
Jiuroour,  and  go  to  raise  a  standing  army» 
«ik1  oonirert  civil  officers  into  recruiting  oASt 
cers.  ^ts  effect  would  be  that  of  levying 
i^eavy  fines  on  the  several  country  psirishesi 
find  the  landed  interelt  of  the  country. 
In  every  view  he  was  led  to  take  of  this 
measure,  he  was  determined  to  give  it  bis 
decided  opposition. 

Colonel  MUfafd  obieoted  also  to  the  biH» 
on  account  of  the  task  which  it  imposed 
upon  the  deputy-  lieuteoontt  and  pariah  offi«^ 
cers.  He,  could  not  help  entertaining  appre- 
hensions that  it  might  be  foond  absolutely 
accessary  for  govt,  to  send  officers,  paid  on 
purpose,  ^into  every  subdivision  of  England, 
to  do  the  business  which  is  now  required  of 
the  pariah  officers ;  who  are  to  receive  no 
aab^  for  their  extraordinary  services,  and 
who  cannot  be  eapected  to  devote  any  con^ 
aiderable  portion  of  their  time  in  addition  to 
their  private  and  parochial  coocerns  to  such 
a  bosioess.  Viewing  the  measure  in  this 
point  of  view,  it  became  with  htm  a  serioos 
-consideration,  as  he  wished  the  house  to 
consider  whether  its  tendency  might  not  be 
to  produce  some  alarming  alteration  in  the 
COWtitntion«*-He  concluded  with  declaring 
his  opposition'to  the  bill,  as  a  measure  that 
went  to  establish  a  permanent  force,  with 
all  the  danger  to  the  constitution  of  a  stand- 
ing army,  without  the  protection  which  ^a 
itanding  army  would  afford  %  and  he  parti- 
cularly objected  to  it  as  doing  away  the  m," 
Jitia  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Somers  Cocks  observed,  that  upon  a 
review  of  the  conduct  of  the  last  administra- 
tion»  he  coold  not  help  pronouncing  upon 
Ihem,  that  the^  had  not  that  energy  which 
was  requisite  m  the  present  state  of  the 
Country.  Upon  that  ground  he  wished  for 
the  secession  of  those  who  composed  it :  and 
there  was  no  man  to  whom  he  looked  ior- 
ward  with  greater  confidence  than  to  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  was  now  at  the  head  of 
public  afiairs.  Though  he  was  disappointed 
-with  r^ard  to  the  administration  that  right 
boa.  gent,  had  fi>rmed»  yet  his  inclination* 
from  old  habits,  find  the  opinion  he  entv 
lained  of  his  seal,  ability,  and  wisdom,  in- 
duced hin^  to  approve  noy  measure  that  ciiiqe 
recommended  by  him.  Upon  this  ground 
|ie  had  voted  for  the  present  bill  in  its  two 
.^(  iUj;6i»     He  l^d,  however^  heaitated 


upon  the  sotgect  of  AefJan  it^ettUi>e§| 
and  now,  upon  a  thorough  consideratioii  4if 
the  billy  he  declared  it  cUd  not  appear  to  liia 
nsind  efficient.  It  was  fraught  wkbd^K 
oiilties,  and  fell  «p  short  of  that  energy  anl 
vigour  which  he  had  expected  fivwn  it  in  iSm 
first  iostancey  that  he  could  so  longer  givs 
it  his  support;  He  doubted  vwf  autdk 
whether  the  bill  would  succeed  in  raisifl^ 
the  large  number  of  oaen  tt  professed  e» 
raise ;  and  with  respect  to  its  prevesitiaK 
competition,  he  was  cooviiioed  it  woi4d  Mt 
have  that  effi^ct^  but  a  contrary.  Tme  it 
was»  it  went  to  abolish  the  ^Ibt.  He  hat 
certainly  seen  the  hardships  cf  that  systeta^ 
and  bad  pitied  them ;  but  if  the  «^te  of  th» 
country  was  auch>  that,  with  a  view  to  tia 
exibtence,  we  must  have  reca«rse  to  coaa* 
pQlsioo»  ha  thought  lhe»e  hardship  ^^^ 
not  to  have  aof  wtight.  Compitlfiioo  li|r 
b^yiot  be  considered  preftrable  to  the  plasi 
or  this  bill.  By  ballot  there  was  an  eq«M 
chance  whether  the  lot  fell  on  A.  tM*  B.  tut 
there  was  no  possibility  of  the  whole  of  m 
parish  filling  the  inconvenience  of  the  pask 
sent  measure.  The  right  hon«  gent^taost 
excuse  him  ibr  aaying,  U^t,  with  all  hisca^ 
perience  and  wisdom,  li  there  was  onepotot 
on  which  he  was  less  ioforiped  than  aiKitber, 
it  was  with  reference  to  the  internal  intareabi 
of  the  country.  If  the  bill  would  not  raiaa 
the  men  but  the  money  merely,  it  would  he 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  heavy  tax,  ft 
was  not  a  direct  land-tax,  but,  preteodiuf 
to  be  one  thing,  it  was  another.  He  did 
not  think  the  lauded  interest  had  been  au|^ 
ported  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  He  avf 
gued  that  this  bill  would  be  productive  of 
considerable  injury  to  the  volunteer  ^steo^ 
by  destroying  those  exemptions,  which  ha 
entertained  no  doubt  had  influenced  a  coaai* 
derable  number  of  persons  who  formed  past 
^  the  immense  force  to  which  the  countq^ 
WBB  so  much  indebted* 

Mr.  Scijeant  Best  observed,  that  (he  mea* 
sure  was,  in  his  opinion,  inefficient  to  ila 
professed  object>  and  so  pregnant  with  miSf 
chief,  that  it  was  impossible  Co  support  iL 
An  bon.  general  (Gascoigoe)  had  •(ate4p 
that  tbe  opposition  to  the  measure  had  ariaest 
;^t  from  objectioMis  to  it,  but  from  a  desiia 
to  pppose  the  persons  who  had  brought  it 
forward.  He  had  desiired  to  answer  tliil 
hoq.  gent,  but  whsthad  fidlen  fi-om  the  boa. 
member  who  had  spoken  last  had  rendered 
any  answer  theq  cti^necessary.— It  i^peat«d 
to  hina  that  the  roeasurp  before  the  bouae 
militi^ted  againsf  a  fuo^^mentjil  maxim  of 
the  constitution,  a  maxin^  v^hich  had  been 
held  sactred  since  th^  revolution,  a  maxiin 
^hi^  had'^en  hitherto  aonuailysan^ionfif 
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y^-M^tAe  of  ^rHftftiietir^  f»  the  p^mng  «f 
the  matiiif  bill.  He  o^nfe^ed,  when  he 
«0Dttld«red  the  tilk  of  Ms  bill  $  when  h<; 
fiad  the  pretmbfd  and  thtt  first  clause  of  Mt 
l»M,  he  coosideted  it  impossible,  unrtil  m^ 
•ored  by  the  right  hot),  the  chancellor  of  the 
wcbeqoer,  to  suppose  that  the  force  was 
ftoc  lo  be  permanently  kept  up  in  time  of 
fteace^  The  preamble  stated,  that  it  was 
^Asssntial  that  a  cot^derable  permanent  forciR 
ylMMlld  beiraised}  and  the  learned  member  ar» 
«tied^  that  no  conelesioff  c6uld  be  drawn 
^cm  tbatj  of  its  being  to  be  laid  asleep  dov- 
Sng  peace>  as  well  as  that  the  establishment 
4if SQ^a  permanont  force  as  74,000  mea, 
lobe  compUtely  under  ibo  power  of  the 
^owo,  without  the  cOAtrol  of  parHament, 
^ff««ild'  be  an  tnfrlngeroent  of  the  b?U  of 
Tigfm,  the  pravlsions  of  which  agaitrst  a 
maiuHng  avmy  were  annual ty  voted  in  the 
ViKltiny  bill.  He  had  heard  it  siaYedgfe . 
4inswerto  this  objection,  that  the  mutiny 
4nll,  which  was  passed  annually,  would  give 
-the*  parliatnent  a  control  over  this  ^rce ; 
%«t  ^even  that  were  to  be  the  case,  it  would 
Mat  do  away  his  objections  to  the  present 
iueasure.  The  mutiny  bill  only  applied  to 
'•he  constitution  of  the  regular  force,  wtiereas 
Jhe  militia  was  raised  under  laws  ifuiepen- 
lllmt  of  ity  as  this  shonlJ  also  be  raised,  if 
•mftr  Hie  bill  should  pass  into  a  law.  This 
-Was  not  a  nominal  but  an  essential  diffe- 
Ittnoe  ^hteh  had  been  noticed  by  the  ablest 
^rriters  on  the  subject.  The  parliament  could 
)»<it  «n  eiid  to  any  other  force,  but  this 
«ocild  not  be  reduced  but  by  the  consent 
^  thef  three  branches  of  the  legislator^,  a^id 
ft  wasi  10  bo  raised  in  a  maoiier  contradte- 
Jory  to  all  the  usages  and  laws  of  our  ances- 
tors.— Auother  objection  was,  that  the  roea- 
"^ttt^e  ts^as  to  raise  a  permanent  force,  entirely 
;at  the  disposal  of  the  erown,  and  to  diim- 
tiish  that  constitutional  force  which  was  m- 
tended  as  a  counterpoise  foi:  the  standing 
tUtny.  It- should  be  recollected,  that  two 
^ars  ago  ihe  militia  had  been  augmented  by 
^,W0  men,  for  which  he  thought  the 
country  was  indebted  to  the  ministers  of  that 
•^riodj'flnd  ki  the  preamble  of  the  bill  for 
'Vttflt  pui*po8e  it  bad  been  stated,  that  it  wtts 
i«sscfftlal' to  raisid  a  large  militia  force,  olfi- 
•^ere4  by  men' of  property,  independent  of 
J^  govcrn^ment.  This;  bill  had  passed  in 
•f8d2,  and  after  that  short  peHod,  they  were 
-catted  4]pou  to  undo  what  they  had  then 
•solemnl;^  sanctioned,  and  to  deliver  over  to 
tbte government  a  large  standing  airmy,  of! 
'"ittftch  their  ancestors  had  always  sbewfl  the ! 
most  scrupulous  jealousy.  This  measure  t 
'had  passed  while  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  a' 
Hihcmbef  of  the-housC;,  while  ht  ftltbadod  ia 


hU  plaroe  and  gsve  hia  sanctk^'  to  it,  *  He 
asked  whether  r^uhnr  otficers  *  could  bo  pro- 
cuved  for  the  immen^  force  now  p>ropO604 
to  be  raised  ?  It  had  been  found  inaprattt- 
teble  to  procmre  them  for  the  reserve.  The 
o»ly  distinction  between  the  officers  df  this 
force  and  of  the  militia  appeared  to  hras 
to  be  that  they  would  ha^e  baif  pay, 
whilst  the  militia  GfHoers  would  not.  No 
p«^an  could  hesitate  whioh  to  prefer,  be- 
caiMe  there  were  many  disadvantages  at- 
tending this  force,  from  which  the  ^Htia 
was  free,  whilst  the  latter  possessed  every 
advantage  deriied  from  the  rorraer.  'Kieit 
-appealed  tahim  no  good  ground  of  policy  lo 
reduce  the  constitutional  force  of  the  coun« 
iry^  in  rtrtier  to  ra^e  a  force  of  a  tety  difie- 
rent  description  in  its  room.  If  tbe  bill 
wrer&even  efficient  to  its  object,  it  appeared 
to  him  piegnant  with  mischief.  Jts  olijeot 
was  to  rai«ea  greater  force  than  could  be 
ebtoined  by  the  regular  re<lrurtiOg  ;  but  how 
was  that  to  be  d<>ne }  iThe  army  of  r<eserae 
was  intended  to  raise  a  force  of  ^OQO  of 
whtch  about  900O  were  dt^cient,  and  whM 
a  mode  of  rainng  the  men  of  more  strength 
had  failed  of  procuriog  them,  what  probo- 
'bilUy  was  there  that  one  of  ke^  vigour  would 
be  sNCoesfful  ?  The  reserve  act  possessed 
e^ry  thing  the  present  measure  did;  be^ooae 
iti  case  the  substitute  was  not  foundy  itksi- 
posed  a  penalty,  and  something  more,  b^ 
cause  by  the  baUot  it  afforded  the  chance  of 
obtaining  personal  service,  %o  that  it  was 
ab>>urd  to  eitptct  from  a  measure  of  legs 
power,  what  the  reserve  act,  with  greater 
strength,  had  failed  to  efPtct.  If  the  ^nfe 
and  ballot  h»d  failed,  ^lie  penalty  4i4o»c 
couM  not' succeed,  arHli  the  same  reason  tliat 
had  prevei»ted  1  be  army  of  reserve  act  fi^om 
being  fully  fffiuient  would  interfere  with 
the  present  measure,  he  meatit  the  intokra- 
ble  fmes.  The  learned  member  then  ad-< 
Torted  to  the  accimMStlalioii^  of  ^nes  that  hati 
taken  place  In  the  coonty  of  Surry  to  rhe 
amount  of  ^(^t)00l  under  the  army  of  reserve 
act.  If  the  bill  were  to  pas^  into  a  law, 
tliere  would  be  applications  frorn  all  parts 
of  tl>e  country,  before  la months,  to  repe^  it. 
He  then  ridiculed  the  irdea  of  employing 
churchwardens  and  parish  otikers  ki  re- 
crutting.  If  gentlemen  of  rank  were  to  bb 
employed,  thtir  rank  aUd  cliataoter  might 
give  them  influence,  a4)d  meh  would  be 
disposed  to  enlist  with  those  who  would 
4ead  them  into*  service.  No  such  influence 
could  be  expected  in  the  case  of  the 
parish  officers,  with  whom  nsen  would 
not  be  inclined  to  engage;  because  ilo 
persons  would  be  disposed  to  enlist  with 
HniOQK*w4ia  would  not  accompany  tbwx  iM» 
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4<iqger.  Die  ^Miaab  offifasra  would  be 
iftftrelx  orirop  Berjssott  or  deooj  ducks,  r»' 
ipydgle  them  inte  ihe  service*  They  could 
^Ve  fio  iofiaoscet,  thtfefore,  but  from  the 
abuse  of  their  -power,  bjr  prrsuadiiig  the 
young,  in  coOBidbratiori  of  their  parents 
being,  likdly  to  become  chargeable  to  the 
parbh^  to  engage  in  the  service.  The  learned 
QAeoaber  cooiendtd.  that  it  was  human  tm- 
lure  to  ^rr  on  the  side  of  interest.  He  con- 
<;laded  by  declaring,  thai  thei%  was  only  one 
eldoie  in  the  biir  hi  wbtch  he  agreed,  an^ 
that  wat  the  clause  which  allowed  them  to 
lepeal  it  during*  the  present  session.  He 
waa  eeaEdent,  that  if,  at  the  hon.  general 
1m1  observed,  the  mintives  of  objection  to 
^e  measure  had  arisen  from  a  desire  to  op- 
]l«ae  ihose  who  had  brought  it  ibrward,  th^t 
could  not  be  done  more  etfectaatlj  than  by 
•ufferiog  it  to  pass  into  a  law,  aiid  if  their 
continuance  in  office  were  to  depend  on  tbe 
juration  of  the  biU^  t4iftl  tbey^  could  not 
bold  their  situations  long. 

£arl  Ttm/iie  said^  that  the  bill  in  question 
aetraed  to  hii»  neither  to  provide  for  future^ 
nor  guard  agatnst  fKeaent,  dangers.  An 
koe.  gent,  had,  on  a  former  occasion^  pro« 
posed  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  to 
consider  of  the  force  of  the  country,  and  he 
remembened  well  the  leal  with  which  9omti 
geotkmen  had  opposed  it.  None  of  the 
aaeasures  now  proposed  contradicted  the 
»rgiuneats  that  were  then  nsed,  yet  some 
gentlemen  now  thought  proper  to  $uppoi>t 
plans  similar  to  those  which  they  had  fox^ 
marly  opposed.  There  appesrei  to  be  a 
eemfortable  system  of  morality  with  some 
people,  in  supporting  of  schemes^  frofb  an 
idea  ttuit  the  present  was  always  the  best. 
He  supposed  ,  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Pitt)  fancied  he  wa^tf  as  it  were,  redeeming 
a  pledge,  by  rescuing  the  country  from 
tboae  persons  under  whose  hands  it  could 
not  pro^iper,  and  with  some  of  whom,  howe- 
ver^ he  was  now  contented  to  act.  It  only 
iemaioed  for  the  house  to  consider  what  the 
measure  waa.  He,  for  his  part,  could  not 
hesitate  in  asserting  that  it  was  both  opprea* 
am  and  unconsUtotiooftl.  It  was  in  the 
irst  place  founded  upon  the  militia  system, 
^hieh  was  a.  mut^  more  ediective  and  <^n- 
Mitntiotial  force.  He  remembered  well  the 
tegernesa  with  i^t^hich  the  right  hon  gent. 
dapraoattd  the  army  of  reserve  act  $  and  He 
al90  remen^red,  when  he  recalled  to  the- 
fleccllecdon  of  *.he  house,  the  period  when 
the  militia  w«3  irst  established;  and  that  it 
was  during  the  campaigns  of  the  Duke  of 
tiuHborongh,  when  onr  contitiei^tm)  con- 
lions  w«re*grtfater  than  e\*er.  The  right 
.  Ooroetly  apok^  ia  ivvoor  ^  the 


militia^  the  yiiff  «ysitem' whi^  he  w«s  mI^ 
tending  to  t^uce.  He  (LordT.)  objeeieti 
to  the  bill,  on  account  of  ks  tendeticy  16  dl<» 
mittfsh  4he  real  and  eoostilfrtfonai  Ibred  olF 
the  couotryi  and «lso  because  it  w«nt  to  the' 
complete  ^olkion  of  the  system  of  baHpCb 
One  of  the  gr^t  recommendations  ^  thi^ 
system  of  balloting  was,  that  It  produced  • 
kind  of  fttinrrultts  Upon  the  man  balloted*  4o 
provide  a  substitute,  if  he  did  ticS  ehuse  tty 
serve  persoi^ally.  lii  this  bill,  however, 
there  was  no  atimtilns  afforded  to  the  tned: 
to  enter,  because  it  was  their  interest  to  1^ 
by  and  refuse  all  ren>ptat?cHis  as  to  the  lov^ 
bounties,  in  order  thdt  they  may  get  the- 
higher  ones  after  the  parishes  have  agreed  tb 
pay  a  fine.  By  those  means  tho  com  petition 
was  greater  than  ever.  It  was  a  competitien 
created  by  the  bill  itself,  which  pireventeil 
its  own  execution.  There  was  f>o  stimulus 
to  pari«»h  otficer*  to  obtain  the  men,  while  at? 
the  same  time  there  was  a  competition  raised' 
betwixt  them  and  the  pegolar  recriiiting^ 
officers.  He  could  not  conceive  why  it  wa» 
necessary  to  go  this  round-about  way  tor 
work  in  order  to  procure  regular  soldiers^ 
who  could  be  procured  more  easily  by  thtf 
ordinary  modes  of  recruiting.  It  was,  be- 
sides, an  indirect  tax  upon  land,  which  waa 
to  be  levied  by  the  same  means  as  other 
taxes,  it  was  completely  nugatory,  and 
seemed  to  have  every  disadvantage  of  the 
former  laws,  without  any  of  their  good  ^ua- ' 
lifies.  The  militia  were  officered  by  per- 
sons intimately  connected  with  the  country^ 
but  the  case  would  be  widely  different  in 
the  present  instance.  '  He  was  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  commit  such  a  large  ^portion  of 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown.  Some 
might  deem  it  ungracious  to  make  any  al- 
lusions to  abuses  of  power,  but  he  would  not 
have  thought  it  ntcessary  to  do  so,  had  he 
seen  this  bill  intended  to  provide  only  for 
prevent  ditficulties,  and  to  cease  when  these 
diificulties  ended.  Deviations  firom  the  con- 
stitutional forms  ought  to  cease  when  the 
dangers  were  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  pereeiviBg  them 
was  a  disposition   in   the  house  rather  to 
evince  their  opinions  by  their  votes  than  hf 
speaking,  he  should  have  been  unwilling  to- 
trouble  them    upon  the  present  occasion ; 
but  as  he  not  yet  spoken  respecting  the  pre- 
sent measure,  he  vrishcd  to  deliver  his  tee- 
-  timents  upon   the  subject.     If  he  had  been 
wilting  to  use  any  argument  of  deprecatioui 
it  would  have  been  that  thit  measure  had' 
never  been  fairly  t^nsidered  with  respect - 
to  the  objects  which  it  had  in  fSeW,  but  had  • 
been  referred  to  some  imaginary  standarth* 
ctfeacccHoDcci  which  nor  gent;  hed-dtacrifae^/^ 
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bat  reipfctiagiirbich so  nanf  TvioiiB  opt- 
aioos  had  been  given*  that  the  opponeott  of 
the  bill  differed  more  amoimt  thetnsetvea 
than  with  itf  s«pporten.    It  had  been  a^d 
that  his  right  hon*  friend  had  brou|^t  for* 
ipar4  a  measore  nnworthx  of  his  great  name 
aod  c^racter*  as  if  heoonld  recruit  at  will 
withont  any  impedimebt  or  obstacle  whate- 
ler.    Was  this  a    fait   way   of  ar^og  ? 
^  0oght  they  not  rather  to  look  whether  his 
'  p^  hon.  friend  had  used  the  best  possible 
iKans  to  accoropluh  that  which  all  agreed  to 
be  necessary?    A   right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Windham)  had  expressed  his  opinion  that 
ail  oar  present  imlttary  establishments  ought 
to  be  done  away,  with  |i  view  to  have  a  clear 
atage»  and   to   erect  something  upon  the 
mins  of  what  they  had  overturned;  others 
were  of  opinion  that  the  regular  force  ought 
BOt  to  be  increased.  •  He  admitted  that  these 
two  classes  roust  necessarily  divide  together 
gainst  the  bill*  hut  he  should  wonder  much 
it  they  did  not  quarrel  in  the  lobby.    His 
ti§^t  hon.  friend,  when  be  cacne  into  office^ 
Ibund  that  the  ballot  had  done  as  much  as  it 
could;    be   found    the   regular  army   too 
amalU  and  the  mlUtia  larger  in  extent  than 
was  &irly  compatible  with  the  means  of  the 
country  ;  he  found  a  force  in  some  measure 
of  the  quality  of  militia*  and  experience 
l^d  shewn  that  the  principle  of  raising  this 
fiirce  might  be  applied  Xo  the  recruiting  for 
the  regular  army;  this  became  the  object  of 
Us  right  hon.  friend,  and  these  his  means. 
If  his  right  hon.  friend  had  only  made  the 
greater  force  applicable  to  general  service* 
and  the  smaller  to  a  limited  service,  and  if 
he  had  done  no  more*  he  would  still  have 
done  much*  and  would  have  redeemed  the 
pledge   which  he   had    given.    The  next 
charge  against  his  right  hon.  friend  was* 
that  there  was  nothing  grand  or  striking 
about  the  plan.    In  answer  to  this  he  would 
only  observe*  that  if  gentlemen  had  con- 
caved a  great,  and  perhaps  impracticable 
measure,  the  plan  of  which  they  did  not 
state*  they  had  no  reason  to  complain  if  the 
measure  proposed  did  not  come  up  to  their 
ideas.    The   present,  contrasted    with   the 
.  former  plan,  appeared  to  every  advantage* 
He  admitted*  at  the  same  time*  that  those 
who  voted  for  the  former*  upon  first  hear- 
ing ic*  wf  re  not  bound  to  vote  for  the  sub* 
k^oent  'alteration.    The  ballot  was  done 
away*  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  poor 
tcceaBfCL  ballot  had  found  its  pane^rists. 
With  refpect  to  a  competition  against  the 
fecriiUing  for  thetegula[r  army,  what  re- 
medf  Was  prqposad  on  the  other  side?  Only 
ooeJby  the  rig^t  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wind- 

hmp  ^*^  *^4  ^i^  ^^/  ^^^  ^'^  ^^^ 


th^did  nothings  that  tbcy  need  only  ttrip 
away  the  impediments  from  recruiting;  attd 
it  would  go  on.    To  this  he  answered*  that 
the  plan  of  his  right  hon.  firiend  came  i»  #ie 
second  resort  to  that  of  the  right  hon.  gene 
(Mr.  Windham) ;  his  right  boo.  friend  bad 
not  been  prepared  to  say  that  men  could  be 
procured  in  the  parishes*  he  only  wished  t» 
try  the  experiment*  and  if  they  could  not  be 
found,  then  the  fines  would  create  a  recruit- 
ing fund  at   the  disposal  of  govemmeotp 
which  would  come,  exactly  to  the  plan  c€  the- 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham),  who 
wished  for  such  a  fund  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  government,  and  for  the  recruit- 
ing to  be  carried  on  by  officers  appointed  by 
the  crown,  which  would  then  be  the  cas^ 
with  a  bounty  to  be  given  both  for  limited 
and  unlimited  .service.    The  next  point,  re- 
lating to  the  pariih  officers*  had  been   so 
much  argued  that  he  should  s^  very  littie 
about  it ;  he  should  only  remark,  that  those 
who  denied  the  eligibility  of  making  parish 
officers  recruiting  officers  extsolled  the  ex^- 
ploded  system  of  crimps,  and  recurred  to  the 
equally  exploded  idea  of  ballot.    The  objec- 
tion that  this  measure  was  compulsory*  liad 
been  very  ill  supported.  It  had  be^i  argued, 
that  it  would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  men,  andth^n 
parents  and  relations,  to  iolist  them  first  for  li- 
mited service*  with  a  view  of  afterwatds  in- 
ducing them  to  enter  for  general  service.  Ho 
could  not*  howler*  see  any  distinction  in 
this  respect  between  limited  timeand  limited 
space.    If  a  man  was  inlisted  for  service  in 
Great  Britain  and  Irdand,   Guernsey  and 
Jersey,  aoid  was  afterwards  induced  to  enter 
into  the  regular  service  for  unlimited  space» 
where    was    the  distinction  between  biai 
and  one  inlisted  for  a  limited  time*   but 
for  unlimited  space ;  and  who,  perbspt*  in 
the  West-Indies,  might  be  persuaded  to  ex- 
lend  that  period  of  service  to  an  unlimited 
extent }    He  did  not  say  that  both  modea 
might  not  be  wroag,  or  that  both  might  not 
be  right*  but  one  could  not  l>e  wrong  and 
the  other  right ;  and  if  one  was  a  fraud,  the 
other  was  equally  so.-*The  next  objection  he 
should  notice*  related  to  the  burdens  upon 
the  parishes ;  but  it  would  be  but  fair  to 
state,  as  a  set  off,  the  burden  from  which 
the  parishes  were  relieved.    When  he  saw* 
in  many  instances,  an  accumulated' fine  of 
801.  inciured  to  government,  from  some  pa- 
rishes* he  could  not  conceive  that  to  substi- 
tute 20 1.  for  that  could  be  considered  as  m 
burden.    Added  to  this*  those  who  had  wit^ 
nessed  the  distress  and  misery  to  which  the 
ballot  had*^  in  repeated  instances,  giveit  riaer 
cpuld  not,  he  conceived*  be  adverse  ^  ^tm 
i^x>HtiQn4»f  tbaisjMleiii.    HbsmMim^tmi^ 
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tUtiary  argtinient   however,  which  he  had 
heird  stated  agiinst  the  measure  was,  that 
bv  rrlfrving  the  parishes  from  the  burden  of 
th*»  ballot,  they  woufd  do  a  gross  injustice  to 
Ihe  volnnteers,  and  thai,  by  doing  away  the 
ballot  thf-y  would  take  from  the  voiunteeis 
Ae  prrnci,>al  mo.ive  for  their  patriotic  ser- 
vices, wh'Ch   necessarily  supposed  that  the 
princip?«l  inducement  for  the  volunteers  to 
continue  togcthf  r  was  ^hat  they  might  wit- 
ne-^s  the  vexation  and  distress  experienced  by 
their  neighbour*.     That  such  an  argument 
was  of  no  avail,  was  evident  fronn  thecons!- 
drratioji  tha    the  exemptions  were  not  at- 
tached to  the  voluntrers  until  long  after  the 
voluntary  spirit  of  the  country  had  risen  to  its 
ntr^^o^t  height ;  that  those  exemptions  were 
never  intended  to  be  given,  nor  were  they 
ever  expected,  or  looked  for ;  that  they  were 
8t  last  given  by  mistake,  and  were  a  com- 
plete surprize  bK)th  upon  the  house  and  upon 
the  volunteers  and  it  would  be  a  most  ex- 
traordinary argument  to  say;  that  the  taking 
away  of  such  a  kind  of  boon  would  tend  to 
le«ssen  the  number  of  volunteers.     The  next 
objection  was,  as  to  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  the  country.     He  should  not  h-^re  be 
fold,  •  e  imagined,  that  there  was  a  question 
between  bordtn  and  no  burden  5  but  if,  as 
he  contended,  we  should  at  all  events,  even 
in  ca«5e  of  peace,  require  a  larger  military 
establishment,  and  a  greater  military  force 
under  the  prenent  circumstances  of  Europe, 
the  question   was  not  whether  they  would 
bear  the  burden,  but  how  to  render  it  lea^t 
onerous  ?  He  would  a«»k  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr,  Windham)  how  he  would  provide  for 
the  increase  of  our  military  establishment,  in 
conformity  with  that  right  hon.  gentleman's 
opinions,  so  often  declared  ?    He  would,  no 
doubt,  vote  for  increasing  the  regular  stand- 
ing army ;  if  so,  he  would  refer  him  to  the 
learned  seijeant  (Best),    who    had  quoted 
black  letter  authorities,    and  brought  for- 
ward a  circulating  library  of  law  to  prove, 
that  such  a  measure  was  highly  unconstitu- 
tional ;  but  perhaps  ih^j  might  settle  the 
point  in    the  lobby,  and  agree  to-morrow. 
Did  he  mf-an  that  a    large  standing  anny 
should  be  kept  up  during  peace }     If  he  dis 
banded  it  there  was  an  end  of  it,  whilst  in 
the  former  case  it- would  be  highly  unconsti- 
tutional.   It  was  evident  something  must  be 
done  to  provide  a  permanent  force  against  a 
period  of  peace,  and  the  present  measure  he 
contended  was  praciicatly  the  best  calculated 
for  that  purpose  — He  should  now  advert  to 
another  subject  highly  interesting  at  the  pre- 
sent moment)  but  upon  which  he  should  not 
-  iknaSn  the  house  long.     He  saw  no  objec- 
i§mi  'to  a  struggle  ia  puluuiiaat  to  diaoover 
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whether  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  in- 
titled  to  its  confidence  5  but  it  was  very  ex- 
traordinary that  a  number  of  gentleoYen 
should  ur^ite  against  a  government  which 
was  scarcely  yet  in  existence.  He  fairly  and 
candidly  avowed  that  he  gave  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  (Mr.  Addington)  credit  for  the 
systematic  opposition  which  he  had  com« 
menced  against  his  majesty's  government  the 
moment  he  had  left  his  mqesiy*s councils;  he 
was  glad  to  see  an  inefficient  administration 
atoned  for  by  a  vigorous  opposition.  And  here  ' 
he  wished  to  take  notice  of  an  expression  ' 
made  use  of  by  a  noble  lord  (Temple),  as  if'' 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr  Pitt)  had  been  a 
mere  accession  to  the  former  ministry,  with- 
out any  change  having  taken  place.  He 
should  content  himself  with  vindicating  his 
own  consistency :  he  had  objected  to  the  ad-  * 
ministration  of  foreign  affairs,  aitd  that  had 
been  changed  ;  he  had  objected  to  the  naval 
admmistration,and  that  had  been  changed ;  he 
had  objected  to  the  military  administration, 
and  that  had  been  changed  }  he  had  also  ob- 
jected to  the  general  superintendance  of  the 
whole,  and  that  bad  been  changed.  In  ob- 
jecting to  the  inctficlency  of  ibe  late  minis- 
ters, he  had  bfen  joined  by  almost  all  those 
who  were  ftow  in  opposition.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  the  public  were  disap- 
pointed in  the  formation  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration ;  amongst  that  public,  he  can- 
didly confessed,  that  no  man  was  more  disap- 
pointed than  himself  He  only  expected  equal 
candour  on  the  other  side  $  and  he  hoped 
that  when  they  talked  of  exclusion  and  of 
proscription,  they  would  object  to  the  prin- 
ciple, and  not  to  the  application.  He  wished 
it  had  been  otherwise.  He  had  himself  no 
object  of  personal  ambition  ;  but  when  his 
right  hon.  friend  thought  he  could  gain  as- 
sistance from  him,  he  did  not  feel  inclined 
to  relinquish  the  part  he  was  called  on  to 
act,  bec<)use  it  was  an  arduous  one. 

Mr.  Braggi  Baihursi  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
a  few  words  in  the  absence  of  a  right  hon, 
fnend  Of  his  (Mr.  Addington)  to  whom  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  last  spoken, 
had  made  some  very  pointed  allusions.  He 
did  not  expect  that  any  thing  cou'ld  ha<  e  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which 
would  have  placed  him  under  the  necessity 
of  troubling  the  house ;  but  the  observations 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  were 
so  decidedly  directed  against  those  honour- 
able persons  with  whom  it  was  his  pride  to 
have  CO  operated,  that  he  thought  it  was  but 
doing  justice  to  them,  and  to  himself,  to  as- 
sert, that  neither  they  nor  he  had  ever  given 
a  Actions  opposition  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
iBtfot.    Some  of  the  iMpectiUe  penont  to 
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vtyxn  bo  Imd  'wiib  s«ch  peculiar  d«lioacj 
alluded  33  beiqg  totally  unqualified  for  the 
situations  they  occupied*  would,  perhaps, 
bo  uoable  to  at  swer  the  pbiervations  of  the 
right  hon.  gentlepsan.  He  could  not  com* 
prehend  that  siogularity  of  sontimeoi  by 
whivh  the  right  hon.  g<^nt.  seemed  \o  be  tn- 
Aueoced ;  but  bo  could  not  help  recollecting 
that  the  introduction  of  that  rigbt  hon.  gent. 
tQ  public  life,  and  eventually  to  the  o)ul(e4 
situation  to  which  he  was  lately  elevated* 
^as  priocipally  to  be  ascribed  to  the  early 
friendship  of  the  noble  lord  (Hawkesbury) 
Vf^Q  lately  filled  the  o&ce  of  secretary  of 
8t/ate  for  the  foreign  department.— He  rose 
with  the  intention  of  adverting  to  what  that 
rigbt  hon.  gentleman  had  thrown  out  re« 
specting  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Adding- 
ton)  *,  but  when  kfi  reflected  that  the  object 
of  bis  speech  was  to  conciliate  gentlemen  on 
tj^e  other  side  of  the  hou^e ;  when  be  heard 
the  mitigated  and  desponding  tone  in  which 
be  expressed  himself,  he  felt  some  compas- 
8100  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  situation^ 
fl^d  a  disinclination  to  repel  his  charge  in  the 
manner  it  deserved,  ^hat  right,  he  would 
ask,  had  that  rt.  hon.  gentleman  to  charge 
the  conduct  of  his  right  hon.  friend  as  a  de- 
cked system  of  opposition  ?  By  what  title 
did  ho  exclaim  against  all  fair  consideration 
of  the  noeasure  now  before-  them,  as  origi- 
nating in  a  deterqunation  to  give  an  unqua* 
lified  opposition  to  the  measures  of  his  ma« 
jesty*8  government  ?  I^  the  measure  had 
qpme  from  a  new  and  untried  administration, 
^s  it  was  said,  it  would  be  fair  to  try  it  on  its 
own  merits ;  but  when  it  is  not  brought  for* 
frard  with  eitiier  the  advantages  or  disadvan* 
tages  of  novelty,  but  as  a  measuro  which  it 
is  proposed  to  compare  and  prefer  to  another* 
surely  it  would  not  be  irregular  in  those  who 
supported  that  plan  with  which  it  was  to  be 
contrasted,  to  enter  into  a  rigid  examination 
of  it,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  some  in- 
fieriority  in  it  to  that  which  they  had  pro- 
posed. Alth^gh  be  was  iM)t  disposed  to 
«nter  captiously  or  cci^tontiously  ink)  a  dis- 
fsussioo  of  the  present  bill,  yet  he  was  per- 
suaded the  house  would  £^1  that  ho  had 
some  title  to  do  sO)  if  ho  wore  so  inclined. 
The  right  hon.  goQtloman  had  truly  stated 
the  question  before  the  house  to  be  between 
a  measure  of  a  former  administration  and  the 
present  plan.  He  could  not  view  the  bill 
before  them  in  any  better  light  than  as  a 
more  reduction  of  the  militia^  and  by  which 
the  country  surrend.ered  an  efficient  force, 
for  the  probablo  chance  of  raisings  at  a  dis-. 
taot  period,  another  dfscriptioa  of  force 
which  might  possibly  be  applicable  to  loss 
iioMU^  iu?ryipo>    li^^gbt.bQA.  gontleoiap 


had  been  pleased  to  expead  mudi  of-lua  ^mt 
in  endeavouring  to  depreciate  the  merit  of 
the  ooeasure  which  be  had  formerly  intfO* 
duced,  and  whicb  was  still  before  the  honaey 
pifofessing  himself  incapable  of  comprchend- 
iog  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  f^uod- 
e4*  He  woqld  neither  take  up  the  tinae  of 
the  houao  in  defending  that  measure^  nor  i^ 
explaining  the  principles  upon  which  he  had 
acted,  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleaiaa 
seemed  to  have  a  very  imperfect  notion. 
With  respect  to  the  imputations  which  bad 
been  thrown  out  against  his  right  hon.  frieoda 
the  late  chancellor  of  the  excheq^ner,  be 
should  only  say  that  the  integrity  and  man- 
liness of  his  character  warranted  him  to  de<« 
clare  in  his  absence,  that  he  never  wojild  b& 
found  to  enter  into  any  opposition  that  wa« 
not  dictated  by  an  imperious  sense  of  publio 
doty. 

Lord  Henry  Pet^  observed,  that  the  rigjhl 
hon.  gent,  who  bad  spoken  last  but  one 
(Mr.  Canning)^  had  complained  that  all 
those  who  had  opposed  the  present  plan  ba4  ' 
set  up  in  their  own  minds  some  imagioarf 
standard  to  which  they  wished  either  to 
raise  up  or  to  bring  down  all  projects  for  prgr- 
viding  for  the  national  defence,  and  that 
they  rejected  whatever  did  not  mintudty 
agree  with  that  standard.  He  must  coafesa 
that,  generally  speaking,  ho  should,  in  some 
measure,  fall  under  that  censure,  for  he  had 
also  his  standard  by  which  he  wished  to  try 
it,  and  that  was  neither  more  nor  less  tha« 
its  practicability^  He  much  doubted  wha^ 
tber  a  considerable,  or,  indeed,  any  force, 
could  be  procured  within  any  reasonable 
time,  by  the^  operation  of  the  present  bill, 
if  it  should  pass  into  ^  law*  In  a  financial 
view,  his  objections  were  even  more  decided 
against  it,  for  as  a  tax,  he  was  persuaded  it 
would  be  found  both  partial,  oppressive, 
and  unconstitutional.  The  question  was  not 
nofw  whether  we  were  to  sobn^it  to  an  e^* 
tended  scheme  <^  taxation,  but  whether  we 
were  to  have  equal  and  unequal  burthens. 
He  would  contend  that  the  opei^ation  of  the 
bill  before  them  would  prove  exceedingly  un- 
equal, and  that  some  parishes  would  be 
nearly  crushed  by  it,  while  others  would 
scarcely  feel  any  e^ect  from  it.  In  populous 
neighbourhoods,  where  wages  were  high, 
the  consequence  of  a  great  demand  for  la- 
bour, it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  meo» 
and  those  parishes  most  of  necessity  incur 
the  penalty,  which  would  be  an  additional 
burthon  to  those  that  the  natural  opei^atioa 
ol*  the  laws,  from  local  ctroumstances,  un- 
avoidably subjected  theda  to.  Tbe  dause 
fqr  cittating  second  battalions  had  a  ti^p* 
iGkoqci4»  .hk.fiMr  of  tbe«ol^^  tQ^w 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


mi 


l^AHU  DEBATES,  J<7^£  18,  lQ6i.^JdtUknal  Toui  BUt, 


Um,  iDflKedJ  of  wtdd&ing  At  means  of  in- 
troductloiito  the  army.  He  coald  compare 
h  ti»  no  other  meastn-e  but  the  qaota  act,  in 
which,  as  it  was  said  by  a  right  hoo.  gent. 
(Mr.  Addington),  nn  atrsertioti  which  he  bad 
never  heai^  jet  contrMided,  the  very  worst 
description  of  the  population  of  the  country 
had  been  enlisted.  He  »aw  both  danger 
and  risk  in  the  bit)  before  them,,  and  wosfd 
ooaseqaendy  give  it  every  opposition  in  his 
power. 

Oolonel  Craufitrd  stated  the  olnections 
which  he  had  formerly  drged  against  the 
billy  and  maintakied  the  superiority  of  his 
piao  for  recrui^og  the  army  over  the  one 
now  aobttrittcd  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Lffe  said  it  was  immateriai  to  him  by 
Whom  the  plan  was  proposed.  If  the  object 
of  it  was  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
tountry,  that  wad  a  sufiicient  motive  to  in* 
duce  hitn  to  give  it  bis  mos^t^ordial  sup^ 
port :  one  great  objection  to  the  measure,  as 
it  appeared  to  htm,  when  the  general  out* 
lines  of  it  vras  first  stated  to  the  house,  had 
been  done  away,  namely,  the  principle  of 
balbt;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  de- 
serving of  a  fair  trial.  The  hon.  member 
defended  the  princi^es  by  which  the  late 
administration  had  tieen  guided,  and  gave 
his  concurrence  to  the  bill,  which  he  regard- 
ed as  an  improvem^t  upon  that  originally 
proposed  by  them. 

Mr.  Addingtsn^-^r  *,  I  hare  hitherto  ub- 
Aabed  from  troubling  the  hotrse  with  my 
sentttnents  on  the  bill  before  you,  partly 
from  an  earnest  whh  to  hear  the  opinions 
of  others,  and  principally  to  see  whether  it 
tnight  not,  in  its  progress  through  the 
hoQse,  have  received  such  amendments  as 
tnight  have  tended  10  improve  it ;  although 
I  had  no  expectation  they  wonld  have  re- 
moved the  many  great  objections  I  have'aV 
l^ays  entertained  against  it.  My  principal 
motive.  Sir,  for  now  addressing  you,  is  to 
ttemovp  some  misconstruction  of  what  I  said 
%hen  this  measure  was  first  introduced.  It 
has,  I  understand,  been  imputed  to  me, 
that  I  wished  to  defer  to  an  undefined  pe- 
riod, all  measures  fbr  providing  for  6or  na- 
tioiial  defence.  That  no  sUch  sentiment 
'  1^1  ever  entertained  by  me,  I  require  no 
bcftter  proof  than  a  reference  to  a  bill  noW 
on  your  table ;  a  bill  not  defunct,  as  it  has 
been  stated,  but  to  which  it  is  within  the 
Oompetence-6f  parliament  to  give  vigour  and 
^ration  to-morrow.  That  bill  was  calctN 
^ted  to  raise  a  larg^  additional  force,  and 
^  means,  I  flatter  myself,  more  expeditious 
«id  less  bunhttisome  than  any  that  the  prc- 
*tit  measure  can  offer  to  the  countir.  i 
^^^^^>  8tr^  the  bouse  will  esificuse  m*  in  re* 


petting  thattnost  nnfdurfdfed  chafgV,  itet  I 
was  willing  to  delay  any  measure  fot  thft 
defence  of  the  country.  Sir,  t^e  <^itiioiL 
which  I  then  delivered  did  not  deserve  th^ 
imputation  df  "a  tendency  to  prdcrasti^nat^ 
all  active  exertion  for  the  protection  of  thb 
state.  The  grounds  upon  which  I  gave  that 
opinion  met^ed  more  gratitude  than  hal 
been  bestowed  on  theipi  by  those  who  pr6^ 
fess  to  direct  their  political  condact  by  tR% 
best  principles  of  the  constitution.  I  hevet 
wished,  Sr,  to  throw  any  delay  in  the  ^aj^ 
of  the  national  defence  3  I  Only  Wished  that 
a  measure,  which  iuvoltred  in  itself  gfredt 
oonstitutioaal  considerations,  should  stan4 
over  to  another  session.  The  grounds  oA 
which  I  proposed  the  suspension  of  the  srv^f 
of  reserve  act  were,  that  it  intprfercd  wiflk 
the  regular  recruiting  Service.  We  prop^^ 
to  raise  18^  battalions,  cf  1,000  men  eacA'i 
we  proposed  to  augment  the  Irish  militia  ^ 
10,000  men;  We  proposed  to  fill  up  the  de^ 
ficienciesin  ihcmilitia  of  G.  Britain  :  thosb 
were  the  measutes  Which  we  bad  in  con^ 
templation^  for  niainfaining  the  sectirity  of 
the  coimtry,  and  ^d^rting  our  nlatiofibl  rai^k 
in  the  scale  of  nations  :  and  I  Ifeave  it  to  th'd  . 
candour  of  the  house,  whether  ihey  des6n^ 
the  impniaiion  of  a  Wish  to  delay  anymea** 
sure  for  the  narional  defence.  A  right  hon. 
gent,  now  art  the  head  of  his -Majesty's  cbun* 
cils,  stitcd  to  the  h(^se,  that  it  wm  nfeces* 
sary  to  create  a  ^reat  addition  to  our  forbe, 
and  he  induced  b  great  nOrafber  df  metnb<^s 
to  coincide  with  him,  rfndto  dtfer  the  sus- 
pension of  that  m^sure,  fronh  the  effect  of 
which  we  lookedto  a  considerable  accession 
to  our  disposable  fbrce.  When  he  opened 
his  plan,'  1  understood  that  thfe  pt-actice  of 
batlot  was  to  Have  befcn  persevered  in  ;  now 
I  find  that  ide&  is  abandoned,  and  lam  there- 
fore warranted  'in  pronouncing,  that  the 
present  measure  has  ohly  commuted  a  prin- 
ciple of  rigour  for  one  of  inefiSciency.  Sir, 
1  do  not  mean  to  trespass  much  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  hooSe,  but  I  owe  it  to 
those  gentlemen  who  have  honoured  me 
with  their  support,  to  state  why  I  prefet 
those  measures  in  w4iich  they  have  coincided, 
to  the  present  one.  Notwidistanding  all  the 
aaoriifications  that  I  have  beeb  subjected  to, 
notwithfitatidifig  adbvhe  odium  that  sbme 
persons  have  endeaVouredi  to  throw  on  mf 
efforts  for  the  Itopfovement  of ^he  national 
security,  1  have  had  the  happinesfs  of  ^eeinj}' 
and  of  hearing  the' house  declare,  that  out 
military  force  was  every  way^ual  to  ottf 
defence,  and  to  meet  th^  n^ost  desperate  at- 
teihpts  of  the  ehemy.  That  measure,  s6 
much  decried,  the  army '6f  reserve  act,  pro* 
duced  no  ItM  than  $%fiQO  onltei  )  wfdiiki  tiie 
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Cdartc  of  ibel^itycarwedrcwfrom  oar  popu- 
lation po  less  than  200  000  for  ihe  supply  of 
it^earmy  an^  navy,  and  with  all  this  immense 
4rain»  there  was,  in  the  mean  time,  scarce* 
)y  any  deficiency  in  the  regular  rccruiiing 
J  say  then,  Sir,  the  experience  of  the  last 
jl^ar  has  not  constituted  sQcb  a  necessity  as 
^puld  induce  this  house  to  sanction  a  mea** 
aare  so  unconstitutional  and  objectionable 
48  that  before  you.    The  object  of  the  pre- 
fect measure,  as  stated  by   the  right  bon. 
geot.    embraces  three  points.     It  is    prcw 
posed  by  it,  to  remove  all  di6Bculties  in  the 
way  of  recrtiiting,   to  provide  for  the  dc- 
jficiencics  that  have  occurred,  and  to  create 
^  great  disposable  force.     Sir,  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who,  on  every  unimportant  occasion, 
Jhink  it  jright  to  throw  consliiutioaal  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  measures  that  m^  be 
pipposed  5  but   1  must  confess  tbat  the  ex* 
s^rience  of  the  last  la  years  has  disposed 
me   to  look  rather  with  a  jealous  eye  en 
iny^  measure  that  tends  to  create  a  great 
permanent  f  >rce    not  directly    under  the 
control  of  parliament.     I    would  draw  as 
much  military  efficiency  ds  I  could  from  the 
country,  but  without  crealii^g  such  an  al- 
teration in  our  domestic  habits  as  might  by 
any  possibility   tend  to  endanger  thecdn- 
atitution.    We,  Sir,  possess  a  constitutional 
army,  against  any   reduction  of  which   I 
naust  express  my  disapprobation,     I  think. 
Sir,  that  army  shooM  always  be  commen- 
surate with  what  is^  called  ihe  regular  mi- 
litary force  of  the  empire,  find  it  was  upon 
that  principle  the  militia  was  inceeased  to 
72,000  tpen  two  years  ago*     This  bott^e^  1 
think,  should  never  forego  this  troJy  con- 
stitutional principle,  which  is  at  the  same 
time  the  best  safeguard  of  its  independence, 
whether  attacked  by   domestic  treason  or 
foreign  hostility*     I   do  npt  sec  any  sound 
reason  for  not  adhering  to  the  principle  of 
ballot  as  applicable  to  our  militia  force. 
By  relinquishing  it  you  give  up  7,000  mi- 
litia,   without  the  certaiirty   of  raising  a 
single  man  for  general  service.    The  pro- 
posal also  of  employing  parish  officers  as 
recruiting  serjeants,   is  in  my  mind  not  the 
least  objectionable  feature  of  the  bill,  as 
i^  it  you  endanger  that  harpnony  which  it 
is  to  be  desired  may  alway  exist  among  the 
k)wer  orders  of  the  people.     Nor  do  I 
think  thisfinode  pt  recruiting  likely  to  be 
tffeciQ^^p  or  sttcce>.«ful  among  those  who 
in  the  thoughtless  hilarity  of  the  moment  at 
iairs  and  marltets.arp.  j^ometimes  induced 
to  surrender  themselves  to  a  recruhing  Ser- 
jeant.    No,  Sir,  they  will   lie  by,  as  it  is 
<;alled,  for  the  boqoty  ;  ihrev  will  get  as 
mu,ch  as  they  (^if^jhfji  wilt  first  go  into 


this  probationary  arrtiy,  into  those  Second 
battalions  for  the   b<vonty  ot  lagumeas, 
and  they  will  probably  afterwards,  perhaps 
to  a  considerable  number,  enli»it  into  the 
regular  battalions  for  the  farther  bounty  of 
ten  guineas.     I  must  cotife^s    that    with 
every  disposition  on  my  |>art  to  give  etfcct 
to  every  measure  that  has  for   its  object 
the  national  defence,  I  cannot  con^der  the 
present  plan  as  one  likely   tobeveryeffi* 
cient  in  that  respect.  For  domestic  defeiK» 
I  should  prefer  tour  national  mihtia,  and  for 
foreign  service  I  think  it  can  bear  no  com- 
parison with  our  regular  army.     It  in  my 
mind  is  so  decidedly  objectionable  ip  a  eon* 
stitutional  view,  that  I  think  there  is  scarce- 
ly  an  objection  which  has  been  ever  urged 
against  a  permanent  standing  army,  that  it 
is  not  fully  liable  to.  The  supporters  of  the 
present  plan  iire  lavish  in  their  praises  of 
one  great  advantaj^e, .  the  mildness  of  its 
operation,  which  it  possesses  over  a  formef 
measure.     But.  Sir,  this  is  a  lenitive  quality 
which  it  has  very  lately  acquired,  fpr  at  its 
first  introduction,  the  principle  of  ballot 
was  predominant  in  it.     I  do  not  object  to 
it  on  that  account,  for  I,  and  those  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  act,  from  a  con- 
viction of  ihe  inefficacy  of   that    ausiwe 
measure,  wished  to  su>pend  it.    I  always 
lamented  the  rigour  of   that  measure,  but 
it  was  justified  by  the  nec^sity  oi  the  state, 
arid  the  momentous  crisis  in    ^Jihich  we 
were  placed,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  urged 
against  the  present  l>lan,  that  it  create* 
in  effect  two  bodies  of  militia  5  for  this  he* 
terogeaeous  force,  it  $eeffls,  is  to  be  called 
out   in  time  of  peace  as  regularly  as  ihe. 
constitutional  militiaof  the  country  .—I  un- 
derstand some  comments  have  been  made 
on  my  conduct  by  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr, 
Cahning).  during  my  temporary  absence. 
To  these  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  m© 
to  make  any  reply.     I  will  make  f>o  pro- 
fessions;  I  know  the  motives  by  which  my 
conduct  has  been  governed  5   they  satisfy 
myself,  and  they  were  such  as  obtained  the 
anprobation  of  thia  house.     By  those  mo- 
tives    I  shall    be  influef  ced   in   whatever 
share  I  may  take  in  the  discussion  of  such 
measures  as  n?ay  be  proposed   to  us,  and 
those  motives  lave  determined  me  to  give 
my  moit  decidtd  apd  crouscieutioua  opposir 
lion  'o  the  present  bill. 

•M.  Sberidan-SWi  to  the  argumei^s 
whici  I  ave  been  Wged  in  support  of  the 
tneasure  before  the  house,  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  given  siich  f 
fuH  and  /air  reply,  Vhat  I  do  not  think  it. 
necessary  to  enter  so  fully  into  the  subj^ 
aa  I  had  otherwise  intended.    The  ok^epr 
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tions  ofifered  to  thi»  bill  have  been  so  for- 
cibly  maintained  by  that  rt.  hon.  gent,  and 
he  has  pal  the  9vbject  upon  such  clear  and 
constitutional  groupds^  that  I  should  de* 
cline  troubling  the  ho^se  upon  this  occa- 
sion,  if  it  were  not  for  ^he  observations  of 
my  rt,  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  who 
has  not  confined  himself  to  the  biu  under 
.consideration^  .  but  ha&  thought  proper  to 
introduce  matter  not  strictly  relevant,  but 
et  of  infinitely  more  importance  than  the 
ill  itself;  I  mean  my  rt.  hon.  friend's  al- 
lusion to  the  degree  of  confidence  to  which 
the  present  administration  is  entitled.  My 
rt.  hon.  friend  stated  that  he  w^s  not  dis- 
posed to  adulation  toward^  his  rt.  hon. 
friend  who  sits  near  him  (Mr.  Pitt),  and 
for  whom,  no  doubt,  he  entertains  the 
most  sincere  respect  aqd  regard.  I  hope 
he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  think,  that  I 
am  equally  incapable  of  adulation  towards 
my  rt.hon.  friend  on  the  same  bench  with  me 
(Mr.  Fox).  I  certainly  an^  no  tla^erer,  al«- 
though^  in  point  of  attachipent  to  my  rt« 
hon.  friendi  I  will  not  yield  to  that  which 
my  rt  hon*  friend  on  the  opposite  side  can 
or  does  profess  to  feel  for  his  rt.  hon  friend 
beside  him  i  with  this  difference,  however, 
on  my  part,  that  my  attaqhment  to  my  hoa. 
friend  on  this  side ,  of  the  house  is  of  a 
much  longer  standing-^that  it  is  the  first, 
the  strongest,  and  the  only  political  attach- 
ment of  my  life,  fiut  my  rt.  hon.  friend 
disclaims  adulation  towards  his  rt.  hon. 
friend,  and,  indeed,  he  seems  to  me  to 
have  had  no  occasion  to  do  so^  for  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  at  all  deal  in  it ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  has  taken  occasion  to  pronounce 
upon  the  conduct  of  his  rt.  hon.  iriend  one  | 
of  the  bitterest  satires  that  could  well 
be  imagined.  My  rt.  hon.  friend  expresses 
his  surprise  that  we  who  oppose  this  bill  can 
contrive  to  co-operate,  and  that  we  can 
avoid  quarrelling  when  we  get  together  in 
the  lobby ;  but  is  it  not  equally,  if  not 
more,  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  he  can 
avoid  quarrelling  with  sotne  of  his  friends 
wear  him,  to  whom  he  ha4  been  so  very 
lately  in  decided  opposition,  and  particu- 
larly with  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
who  appears  now  to  have  determine4 
which  of  the  two  ''  strings  he  should  put 
tohisbow."  (seep.  312).  If  my  U.  hon. 
friend  will  look  at  those  about  him  he  will 
find  that  the  compliments  and  the  censure 
which  be  meant  for  thert.  hon.  gent,  on  the 
lower  bench  (Mr.  Addington)  were  applica- 
ble also  to  some  of  his  present  connexions. 
Whatever  praise  or  condemnation  applies 
to  the  oae,  applies  equally  to  the  other, 
^ith  this  difference^  that  tlie  compliment 
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called  forth  by  the  retirement  of  the  oius 
from  office,  when  the  voice  of  parliament 
and  the   country   ci^lled  for  it,  is  not  de- 
served by   the  other,  who  still  remains  ii^ 
power.     Some  pait  of  the  administralioo 
of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  on  the  lower  bench  I 
most  cordially  approved,  and  his  intentions 
in  eveiy  instance   I   respected,  because  I 
firmly  believed  them  to  be  pure  and  ho- 
nourable.    I  thought  I  saw  in  many  promi- 
nent features  of  his  admijustration,  a  re^- 
gard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  com- 
munity, and  an  attachment  to  the  consti« 
tution   of   the  couniry;  and  it  gave  me 
great  pain  to  find,  that  in  ray  support  of 
that  rt.  hon.  gent.  I  was  compelled  on  se- 
veral occasions  to  differ  from  my  dearest 
friends.     But  I  now  say  of  that  rt.  hon. 
gent's,  ministerial  career,  that  his  entering 
into  office  was  a  sacrifice;  his  going  out  a 
triumph.     But  did  my  rt.   hon.  friend,  I 
would  ask  him,  mean  it  as  a  compliment  to 
the  rt.  hon.  gent,  that  immediately  upon 
his  retirement  from  office,  he  started  into 
an  open^  manly,  and  systematic  opposition, . 
or.  did  he  mean  it  as  an  indirect  sarcasm 
upon  the  conduct  of  his  rt.  hon.  friend  ? 
When  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  went  out  of  office, 
he  gave    no    insidious   promises  of   sup* 
port.     He  did  not  take  his    seat  imme« 
diately  behind  his  successor,  professing  and 
pretending  to  protect  him,  by  all  the  aids 
of  his  talents  and  his  influence,  and  desert- 
ing him  when  his  aid  was  most  wanted. 
He  did  not,  when  direct  accusations,  and 
threatened  impeachments,  and  every  other 
mode  of  determined  opposition,  was  em- 
ployed against  him,  he  did  not  come  down 
to  the  house,    and  offer  him   the  shabby 
shelter  of  the  previous  question,  which  to 
have   agreed    to,    would   have    conferred 
eternal  disgrace  on   those  who  composed 
the  leading  part  of  the  late  administration. 
No,  says  my  rt.  hon.  friend,  that  was  not 
his  conduct.  He  went  at  once  into  a  fair,  a. 
manly,  and  an  open  opposition.  Why  then. 
Sir,    what  must  we  think   of  those  who 
having  experienced  ail  this,  have  never- 
theless  become   the  supporters  of  the  pre- 
sent arrangement,  as  it  is  called  ;  who  have 
not  adopted    this    *'  fair,    manly,    open  ** 
system  of  oppositioi)^  which  he  affects  to 
C(  mpliment ;  but  have  acted  in  a  way  di- 
rectly contrary  to  what  he  has  a  fee  ted   to 
panegyrize  ?     Nothmg,  he  says,  in  the  ri. 
hon.  gent's,    ministerial  capacity,  was  ^o 
becoming  of  him,   as  hislcayinjg^  his  situa- 
tion.    When  that  rt.  hon.  gent,  found  him- 
self opposed  by  so  formidable  a  minority 
111  this  house,  he  retired  I'rom  the  helm,  for 
^'hich  he  has  my  right  hon.  frieud's    un* 
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^{dified  eulogrtnn^  M^y  then.  Sir,  I  am  t6 
expect,  if  he  deserves  «uch  approbation  for 
that  conduct,  in  having  taken  the  broad 
iitnt  that  Was  given,  him,  that  my  rt.  hon. 
friend  will  lose  no  time  in  advising  the  rt 
lion.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  pursue  a 
jsmilar  line  of  conduct,  and  entitle  himself 
irquaHy  to  his  high  approbation.  But  what 
'will  he  say  of  the  6  members  of  the  last 
lidministration,  who,  instead  of  adopting 
Ae  same  noble  plan  of  action,  which  would 
'fcave  fiven  them  a  claim  to  his  praise,  have 
'ftougnt  it  more  advisable  to  keep  their 
places  and  stay  in  ?  If  the  one  line  of  act- 
ing be  so  open,  fair,  and  manly,  sure- 
ly the  other  must  be,  in  my  rt.  hon.  friend's 
opinion,  equally  mean,  shabby,  and  un-; 
becoming  :  but  yet,  without  any  explana- 
tion or  justification  of  himself,  he  seems 
perfectly  content  to  take  an  oflBcial  situation, 
and  act  under  them.  But  there  is  yet  one 
consolation  remaining.  His  praises  are, 
Ijeyond  all  doubt,  sincere,  ar.d  I  hope  he 
^11,  tn  a  just  regard  to  the  consistency  of 
lits  sentiments,  give  a  similar  hint  to  his  rt. 
lion:  friend,  and  shew  to  him  also  the  pru- 
dence, and  indeed  the  necessity  of  retiring. 
The  last  minister  did  retire  when  he  found 
he  had  no  greater  a  majority  than  37; 
Purely  then,  if  it  were  necessary,  or  at 
leai5t  prudent,  for  him  to  jgive  up  in  such 
circnm stances,  it  must  appear  advisable  for 
his  rt.  hon.  firiend  to  yield  in  his  turn.  When 
he  can  only  count  upon  a  majority  of  28, 
31  hope,  therefore,  that  my  rt.  hon.  friend 
l^ill  induce  him  to  follow  that  noble,  pa- 
triotic, and  gallant  example,  and  not  dream 
of  going  on  with  a  small,  miserable,  and 
pitiful  majority,  such  as  no  minister  can 
think  an  honour  to  him.  Let  him  not  per- 
sist in  keeping  his  place,  when  he  finds, 
and  must  deeply  feel,  that  he  has  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  members  of  this  house. 
— :My  rt.  hon.  friend  has  told  the  house 
that  he,  as  much  as  any  msin  in  the  king- 
dom, wished  for  the  formation  of  an  ad- 
ministration, on  a  broad  and  comprehensive 
icale.  No  man  in  the  country,  he  says, 
was  more  disappointed  than  himself,  in  the 
failure  of  those  hopes  and  wishes  which  he 
Entertained  upon  that  important  subject.  Sir, 
I  blelieve  him.  I  think  he  is  sinceie  in  that 
declaration,  and  every  view  I  can  take  of 
public  matters,  tends  to  confirm  me  in  that 
opinion ;  for  when  he  considers  what  his  rt. 
hon.  friend  once  was,  and  what  he  now  is,  I 
am  readily  persuaded,  that  he  must  be  in- 
clined to  entertain  such  wishes  and  hopes* 
fie  says,  his  rt.  hon.  friend  has  taken  a  si- 
(aatioki  la  wtuch  there  4s  much  difficult  and. 


danger.  IbeKeretliat  b^thtics  atl4  bh  it  * 
hon.  friead  know  and  ML  iti  and  I  b^ 
Keve  more,  that  his  rt.  bon»  friend  lias  no 
idea  that  this  administmtkm  can,  or  that  k 
ought  to  last  i  for  they  most  be  awate,  that 
it  is  an  arrangement  which  has  eacifed  db- 
conteat  and  complaint  throtigh  every  pmt 
of  the  coantry.  It  is,  inieed,  an  ar- 
rangement oi  such  a  nature,  that  aay  rt. 
hon.  friend  tlutlks  it  necessary  to  cft» 
something  in  the  shape  ei  an  B,poldgf 
for  the  part  he  has  taken  In  it.  lify 
rt.  hon.  fHend  has  taken  occasion  in  soomb 
degree  to  contrast  his  attachment  to  hh 
rt.  hon.  friend  at  the  head  of  the  ad- 
ministration, with  my  attachfnent  to  tnf 
hon.  friend  beside  me  (M .  Fo%) ;  but  thfere 
is  this  difference  between  us^  that  I 
can  never  follow  the  same  line  as  that 
windi  my  rt.  hon.  friend  has  done  this  nig^ 
to  excuse  his  acceptance  of  a  high  office 
mider  the  admnaistration  of  his  rt.  hoiK 
fHend.  I  do  not  feel  it  neeessary  to  enter 
into  any  jostification  of  rhy  attachment  to 
my  hoo.iiriend;  for  although  Ida  not  ind 
him  holding  one  of  the  first  offices  in  th^ 
govt.,  I  see  bhn  surrounded  with  honour; 
although  I  do  not  find  him  leading  a  cabinet, 
I  see  lum  followed  by  all  the  nAk  and  cha^ 
racter,  and  population  of  the  country.  I  sets 
htm  restoied  to  the  fiiendship  of  those  good, 
and  great  men,  from  whom  he  ou^  neiM 
to  h^ve  been  separated.  In  a  word,  tbt 
public  character  of  my  hon.  friend  nevdr 
stood  upon  a  more  eaalted  eminence  tfaali  ft 
does  at  present.  My  rt.  hon.  friend,  it)  th^ 
course  of  the  justification  which  he  h^s  aft- 
tempted  for  his  conduct  in  co-operating  with 
his  rt.  hon.  friend,  has  dwelt  a  good  deal 
upon  the  happy  event  of  the  removal  dfwhat 
he  termed  the  late  inefficient  mtnisleiis ;  bult 
my  rt.  hon.  friend  seemed  to  forget  thMthat 
removal  was  ittr  from  being  complete.  To 
be  sure,  some  of  those,  with  ^om  my  rt. 
hon.  firiend  professed  to  have  been  dtssatis"* 
fied,  have  been  removed.  He  was  dissatis- 
fied with  the  conduct  of  the  department  fbr 
foreign  affairs,  and  therefore  out  goes  mj 
Lord  Hawkesbury:  and  here,  Shr,  wt^ 
grief  and  vexation  I  perceive  that  that  nN>Mo 
lord  has  put  the  seal  to  his  own  condeihna^ 
tion ;  tiiat  being  changed  with  misnhanage- 
ment  and  incapacity,  he  consents  to  be  do- 
graded  in  order  to  make  room  for  another 
noble  lord  (Harrowby),  who  certainly  hal 
yet  to  prove  his  ability,  and  Who  has  at  least 
no  experience  to  recommend  him.  But  thtt 
alone  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  my  ft.  hon, 
firiend  and  to  reconcile  hhn  to  the  lidmini- 
stration. He  disliked  the  conduct  of  the 
adokiralty,  and  thoDefcce  that  nUy»  hurapb* 
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bto  perspn^  Earl  St.  Viiiceot»  is  removed  i 
aod  his  place  is  filled  by  that  most  tried  and 
experienced  aeamanj  Lord  Melville.    The 
military  department  did  aot  please  him,  and 
therefore     that    most    military   personage. 
Lord  Camden^  who,  so  far  from  being  for- 
merly considered  a  man  eminently  qualified 
for  military  affairs,  was  removed  from  the 
govt,  of  Irelsmd,  in  troublesome  times,  to 
mak«  way  for  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  is 
now  discovered  to  be  the  fittest  person  to 
preside    over  the  war  department,  in  the 
present  important  situation  of  the  country* 
But,  after  all,  there  is  another  change,  and 
that  is  one  made  in  what  my  rt.  hon.  friend 
coosider»the  great  situation  which  regulates 
and  directs  all  the  rest  i  this  change  is  made 
i;i  favour  of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Pitt) ;  and  to  that,  as  a  matter  of  change,  I 
have  nothing  to  say.    It  must,  however,  be 
remembered  by  all,  for  it  is  not  a  very  old 
afiair,  that  the  last  administration  was  com- 
posed of  ten  members  5  now  of  these  ten, 
ai](  actually  remain.     My  rt.  hon.   friend 
declares,  in  the  warmth  of  his  desires,  for 
the  prosperity  of  his  friend's  undertaking, 
that  he  wishes  he  had  abler  supporters.  One 
would  suppose  that  the  discarded  4  were  the^ 
unsound  and  rotten  part  of  the  ministry. 
But  it  happens  rather  oddly,  that  those  4 
were  the  very  portion  of  the  last  adminisira- 
tion  that  were  recommended  to  the  support 
of  this  bouse,  by  the  eloquent  eulogiums 
of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  opposite ;  the  other  Q 
lie   never   mentioned.     Lord    Hawkesbury 
was  *'  so  eminently  qualified  for  the  foreign 
department,"  that  he  was  matched  with  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox^.    The  noble   lord's 
qualifications  have,  however,  as  1  suppose, 
yielded  to.,  the  vast  and  superior  acquire- 
ments of  Lord  Harrowby.    Of  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  "  it  was  quite  enough  to  name 
}iim ;  he  was  the  glory  of  the  British  navy, 
and  the  terror  of  all  our  foes.'*    But  we 
)>ave  not  yet  beard  of  any  praises  upon  any 
of  the  newly  appointed  successors  of  those 
noble  persons.     Perhaps  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
hds  at  last  found  out  that  his  panegyrics  are 
pot  exactly  the  best  recommendations  in  the 
world.     Considering  the  fate  of  h'ts  former 
recommendations,  I  should  not  be  surprised 
to  hear  that  a  positive  agreement  had  been 
entered  iotp  by  the  new  ministers,  that  the 
rt.  hop.  g^nt.  should  not  say  a  word  about 
them.    He    has    certainly    shewn  a  great 
knowledge  qf  human  natqre  in  bis  Dutch 
expedition  \  and  ap  equal  ^tgxQ^,  perhaps, 
ia  avoidiog  the  praises  of  bis  new  colleagues. 
As  he  praised  tt^o  4  he  has  turned  out^  so 
ffrdeotly,  h^  is  ut^doobtedly  entitled  to  some 
Ai^  for  m^^itot j(  if^.^yip^^qothip^^oQ,  tbat 


sttljectnow.Those  persons  very  probablysaids 
<'  gi  ve  us  ribbands,  give  us  places,  giv«  us  titles^ 
for  Gods  sake,  do  any  thiog  but  give  u# 
your  panegyric  :  if  you  praise  us,  both  you 
and  we  shall  be  laughed  at-*' — My  rt..  hoo^ 
friend  has  frequently  said,  "^  away  with  th^a 
cant  of  nifcabures,  give  us  men  j  as  it  wap 
not  the  harness,  but  the  horses  which  drew 
the  carriage  3**  but  I  would  ask. my  rt.  hoQ^ 
friend,  what  is  to  become  of  the  harness  and 
carriage    with  such  horses  as  his  rt.   hon. 
friend  has  now  engaged  ?     There  are  six  of 
them  that  are  old,  and  six  new.     The  toi^ 
mer  are  part  of  that  *'  slow  paced,  lumpish, 
aukward  administration,**  upon  which  n^ 
rt.   hon.  friend  so  severely  commented  la^ 
session.    They  of  course  can  -be  of  no  us^, 
and  so  the  Q  new  nags  will  have  to  dr^ir 
not  only  the  carnage,  but  those  6  hea^ 
cast-off  blacks  along  with  it.    Now,  ii  ia 
such  a  situation  my  rt.  hon.  friend  docs  not 
feel  himself  embarrassed,  and  anxious  for 
the  release  of  his  rt.  hon.  friend  and  himself, 
he  cannot  have  that  feeling  of  dignity  and 
solicitude  for  honourable  reputation,  I  am 
willing  to  ascribe  to  him. — Among  the  ai- 
gumeuts  advanced  by  my  rt.  hon.  friend  ia 
favour  of  the  bill  before  the  house,  tl^re 
were  some  which  struck  me'^o  be  very  e%r 
traordinary  indeed  -  [Here  there  was  a  short 
pause  on  the  part  of  Mr.  S.,  who  had  mis- 
laid some  papers,  but  which  was  relieved  bf 
his  observing,  that  the  gentlemen  opposite 
would  not  be  sorry  that  he  had  lost  his 
notes.]— My  rt.  hon.  friend  says,  that  it  is 
unfair  to  judge  of  this  measure,  merely  as  a 
measure  to  augment  the  army  ;  but  that  we 
are  to  judge  of  it  under  all  the  circumstances 
that  attend  its  introduction  into  this  housf . 
He  says,  here  are  .all   the    volunteers,  all 
the  sea  fencibles,  all  the  militia,  and  all  the 
other  diflferent  descriptiotis  of  force  whioh 
are  already  embodied,  and  there  is  not  enougih 
left  of  the  population  of  the  country,  that  aio 
disposed  or  fitted  for  martial  exercises,  to  re^ 
cruit  from,  according  to  what  the  exigenci^ 
of  the  times,  or  the  hopes  of  gentlemen  may 
suggest.  Now,  Sir,  before  thert.  hon.  gent, 
got  into  his  present  situation,  he  did  oat 
make  any  such  allowances  for  his  predeees- 
sors.     He  seemed  to  have  no  idea  of  tliit 
kind.    He  had  agreed  to  all  their  variotts 
measures  of  public  defence,   and  then  lie 
comes  down  to  the  house,  and  per'Omptorify 
demands  new  measures  of  vigoar  and  eS^QUf, 
without  the  slightest  ppssiblo  allowance  ^ 
any  coasideration  of  circumstances  of  a^y 
kind  whatever.     But  now»  says  the  rt«  hon* 
geot.,   objections  are  raised   which  spriag 
only  from    warm  im^itiaiions.  reapectisg 
,  SQoie  prQd|{;ioiu  m^4^4  of  t%;^^^\skn^  m- 
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possible  to  be  realized.  Bat,  Sir,  who  creat- 
ed that  cxpcctatioo  ?  Why,  himself.  He 
reviled  the  last  tninistrj  for  not  bringing  for- 
ward something  comroensurate  to  the  extent 
of  oor  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  hf^ld  him- 
self forward  as  the  posschsor  of  plans  suffi- 
cient to  rescue  us  from  all  our  evils.  *  Oh,' 
says  he,  *  I  shall  just  give  you  an  outline  of 
my  scheme ;  but,  when  I  get  in,  I  will  shew 
yoo  what  ought  to  be  done.  Til  give  you 
the  plan  that  is  wanted  to  set  yoo  all  right.' 
Why,  Sir,  we  certainly  did  lo  'k  wiih  no 
small  expectation,  and  with  eager  curiosity 
and  anticipation,  to  see  what  was  coming 
forward ;  to  see  what  armed  Minerva  was  to 
spring  firom  the  head  of  this  political  Jupiter; 
and  not  a  little  surprized,  indeed,  were  we 
«ll,  at  the  sight  of  this  little  puny  ricketty 
bantling,  who,  after  being  sent  to  the  parish 
norse,  will  never  have  gristle  nor  bone  enough 
to  attain  the  age  of  manhood.  Who  is 
the  man.  Sir,  that  has  disappointed  the  house 
and  the  country,  but  he  who  has  been  so 
Taunting  and  gigantic  in  promises,  and  so 
pony  and  miserable  in  performance?— The 
object  of  this  bill  is  taxation.  It  is  a  farce 
to  call  it  a  bll  to  raise  men.  It  is  a  bill  to  tax 
all  the  landed  property  of  the  country.  Jt  is 
a  tax  operatii  g  in  the  most  unfair  and  igno- 
We  manner,  it  goes  to  enforce  confiscation, 
where  there  is  no  forfeiture,  fineswhere  there 
are  no  oiFencos,  punishments  where  nocrimes 
are  committed.  But  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  knows, 
as  well  as  I  can  tell  him,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this  will  not  succeed.  Supposing, 
however,  that  the  parishes  were  to  raise  the 
men  in  the  manner  now  proposed  by  this 
bill— a  most  extraordinary  supposition  I  ad- 
roit—why. Sir,  I  believe  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
would  be  much  in  the  same  situation  as  he 
was  in  the  other  morning,  when  he  suddenly 
discovered  that  the  principals  who  were 
drawn  for  the  army  of  reserve  bore  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  number  of  substi- 
tutes. No  man  could  be  more  surprised,  or 
in  a  greater  state  of  embarrassment  than  he, 
at  such  an  unexpected  event,  I  really  believe. 
But  what  would  he  do  in  that  case  ?  He 
would  call  .for  the  officers.  But  where  would 
he,  where  could  he,  find  6  or  7,000  officers? 
He  would  be  flurried  and  teazed  by  the  un- 
expected success  of  his  own  scheme.  But  let 
us  assume  that  his  second  battalion  is  com- 
plete and  fully  officered,  the  rancours  be- 
tween the  two  battalions  would  be  curious 
enough.  We  well  know,  that  there  can  be 
no' discipline  where  the  officers  of  a  military 
corps  have  favours  to  ask  or  to  expect  o^  their 
.  men.  Jf  the  men  should  be  found  tippling 
.  or  wasting  their  time,  they  may  make  a  to- 
.'t<sr4b}e  etGoie,  that  tbey  'tee  only  doing  theii? 


duty  to  gain  over  the  second  battalion.    In 
fact,  the  bill  might  be  fairly  intituled,  a  bill 
for  the  better  destruction  of  all  military  dis- 
cipline.    My  rt.  hon.  friend  below  me  (Mr. 
Windham)  seems  to  think  only  of  a  large 
permanent  regular  army,  as  the  meam  of  de- 
fending this   country   against   an  invading 
enemy.     Some  recommend  a  limited  time 
of  service.     For  myself.  Sir,  I  feel,  upon  a 
view  of  all  the  arguments,  disposed  both  in 
favour  of  a  service  limited  for  time  and  li- 
mited in   space.     In  sending  troops,  how- 
ever, to  the  West  Indies,  I  would  send  those 
only  who  might  be  considered  as  seasoned 
soldiers;  not  raw  recruits,  such  as  perished 
in   the  charnel  house  of    Saint  Domingo. 
With  respect  to  the  army,  however,  1  wish 
to  observe,  that  in  my  opinion  men  should 
be  enlisted   for   that  service,  not  .only  on 
terms  limited  as  to  time,  but  as  to  place, 
fhe  latter  regulation   would  tend  to  save 
the  lives  of  many  soldiers,  while  ihe  policy 
of  the  former  is  so  generally  acknowledged, 
and   has  been  so  often  discussed,  that  the 
surprise   is,    that  ministers  hesitate   to  act 
upon  it.      Upon   this   question,  as   to  the 
augmentation  of  our  regular  army,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  say,  that  I  always  look  upon  sui  h 
augmentation  with  jealousy,    1   would  not 
risk  the  liberties  of  the  country,  by  the  en- 
largement of  our  standing  army      If  1  were 
asked  whether  I  would  not  rather  trust  our 
defence  in  the  field  against  the  attack  vi  a 
foreign  foe,  to  regular  troops,  I  would  im- 
mediately  answer  in  the  affirmative,  still, 
however,  keeping  in  view  the  compromise 
between  ditficulties,  the  necessity  of  secur- 
ing our  freedom  against  the  influence  and 
power  of  a  large  standing  army      I  would 
have  our  volunteers  and  militia  aided  by  a 
due  proportion  of  the  regular  army.     The 
people  of  this  country  arc  competent  to  their 
own  defence,  and  are  ready  to  take  the  lone 
from  those  above  them.  They  have  a  regard 
for  the  high  station,  which  freemen  may  be 
supposed  to  feel  j  they  have  none  of  the 
slavish  attachment  to  dans,  bt)t  ih^y  look  op 
to  their  superiors,  and  1  use  this  word  in  its 
libecal  sense  ;  they  look  up  to  you,  their'su- 
periors,  with  confidence,  because  you  do  not 
look  down  on  them    with   insult.      Give, 
then,  to  such  a  people  proper  example  and 
encouragement,  and  you  will  nni  have  any 
occasion  to  look  for  a  large  stai»ding  armj  to 
defend  your  country.     The  people  of  Eng- 
land know  the  value  of  the  objects  for  which 
they  have  to  contend.     They  feel  th?tf,  from 
the  constitution  of  the  society  in  which  they 
live,  there  is  nothing  of  honour,  eir.blument, 
or  wealth,  which  is  not  within  the  reach  bf 
a  man  of  merit.:  .Thb  landlord,  the  sbc|>* 
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keeper,  or  mechanic  must  be  sensible  that 
he  is  coniending  not  merely  for  what  he  pos- 
sesses, but  for  everything  of  imponaace  the 
coaniry  c«)nt;iins^  and  I   would  call  on  ihe 
humble-t  peasant  to  put  forth  his  endeavours 
in  the  national  struggle  to  defend  his  son's 
til le^ to  the  Great  Seal  of  England.     Acting 
iipon  this  plan  ;  employing  proper  means  to 
animate  ihi*  country,  would  render  it  unnc- 
ces«iary  to  hire  i*n  army  to  defend  us  or  to 
resist  any  enemy.     It  is  because  I  am  sails- 
£eJ  of  this  fact,  because  I  know  that* in  this 
important  conjuncture,  which  so  strongly  de- 
mands the  vdlour  of  the  brave,  the  vigour  of 
the  strong,  the  means  of  the  wealthy,  and 
the  councils  of  the  wise,  we  could  obtain  all 
that  i:i  requisite  by  operating  judiciously  up- 
on the  Character  of  me  people,  that  I  object 
to  the  frequent  call  for  an  increase  of  our  re- 
gular army,  as  I  know  that  such  increase 
must  invest  the  executive  govt,  with  a  power 
dangerous    to  the   existence  of  liberty.     I 
object  to  it»     I  like  an  army  of  the  people, 
because  no  people  were  ever  found  to  com- 
mit B/eh  de  se  upon  their  own  liberty  j  but 
1  dislike  a  large  standing  army,  because  I  ' 
never  knew  popular  liberty  in  any  state  long 
to  survive  such  an  cs.tablishraent.     It  is  up- 
on these  grounds  tliat  I  disapprove  of  the 
sfeniiments  so  often  urged  as  to  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  regular  army,  and  particularly 
By  an  officer  (Col.  Craufurd)  whose  infor- 
mation  upon  military  subjects  is  no  doubt 
cntided  to  the  utmost  respect  ;  but  whatever 
in^y  be  his  information  and  experience  upon 
milifary  topics,  if  he  had  the  ability  of  the 
Archduke  Charles,  until  he  shall  look  at  the 
whole  of  the  subject,  until  he  shall  exr4mine 
it  as  a  statesman,  with  a  mixed  attention  to 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  country,  I  cj^nnot  deler  to  his 
opinions.     With  regard  to  the  principle  up- 
on which  the  pre^rnt  administration  is  form- 
ed, I  shall  coi  elude  with  a  few  observations. 
The  cause  of  the  exclusion,  which  is  so  much 
and  so  justly  compUii;ed  of,  we  are  all  lole- 
fable  well  able  to  conjecture;  but  it  would 
be»  I  am  aware,  indecorous  to  describe  it  in 
this  house.     I  know  it  would  be  unparlia- 
mentary to  introduce  into  deb^kc^any  parti- 
cular all  usior>  to  this  circumstance.     Of  the 
personage,  however,  to  whom    it  refers,  1 
cannot  Sj>eak  from  any  particular  knowledge  j 
hut  of  him  who  is  nrxt  m  rank  and  conse- 
quence, I  can  My,   that  that  Illustrious  Per- 
sonage, whose  name  I  know  my  duty  too 
^ell  to  mention,  who  stood  forward  at  the 
cpmmcncemeilt  of  the  war,  displaying  a  no- 
bjd  cxaoiple  or  his  wish  to  promote  unani- 
mity, to  rally  all  parties  rotmd  the  standard  of 
the  country,  entertains  no  political  prejudice 
Vol.  IL 


against  any  public  man  ;  though,  God  knows, 
he  has  had  much  to  forgive.  Far  however 
from  indulging  resentment,  I  am  sure  that 
he  would  be  torward  to  accept  of  the  ser* 
vices  of  any  political  character  who  cuuld 
contribute  in  this  great  crisis  to  the  safety  of 
the  empire. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,— Sir,  in 
the  observations  which  I  mean  to  offer  la  the 
house,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  thc.lattcr 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  grnt. ;  be- 
cause, extricated  from  the  variety  of  desul- 
tory remarks  and  extraneous  matter  which  ho 
has  produced,  it  is  the  only  part  thai  comes 
at   all    near  to  the  real   question     I  mean 
the  view  of  the  question,' aa  it  affects   the 
constitution,  the  character,  and  genitis  of  the 
country.     Upon  this  subject,  a  great  many 
doctrines  have   been  broached,    and  many 
theories  have  been  brought  forward  to  dazzle, 
the  imagination.     The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke 
last,  has,  in  the  most  beautiful  language,  and 
that  captivating  style  of  eloquence  peculiar 
to  himself,  laid  it  down  as  the  privilege  and 
prerogative  of  our  happy  constitution,  and 
the  characterestic  quality  of  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  nation,  that  the  people  can  be 
blended   and  consolidated    into    a   military 
mass,  more  fit  for  its  protection  than  a  regu- 
lar standing  army.     Npw  this   is  the   very 
principle  for  which  every  one  of  us  has  con- 
tended, the  very  system  wiiich  we  all  wish 
to  establish.     We  always  admitted  the  zeaL 
of  the  country,  and  applauded  its  noble  and 
patriotic  devotion.   In  these  feelings  we  per- 
fectly agree  with  the  hon.  gent  j  but,  much 
as  we  admire  that  military  spirit  and  enihu- 
siam,  few,    1  believe,  would  be  inclined  to 
push  it  to  the  extent  which  the  hf)n."  gent, 
wishes.;  for  his  argument,  in  iisfull  latitude, 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this,  that  in  the 
present  state  of  Europe  we  arc  not  to  look  up 
to  a  standing  array.     Now,  Sir,  without  ex- 
amining thai  position  too  -minuicjy,  I  say, 
whatever  may  be  the  sufficiency  of  the  spirit 
and  courage  of  th«  mass  of  the  people  tor 
their  own  protection,  it  is  our  duty,  in  justice 
to  our  country,  to  protect  the  spirit,  to  8|  are 
that  courage,  and,  by  the  formation  of  a  re- 
gular ifOrce,  to  save,  as  much   as    possible, 
the  blood  of  those  brave  volunteers  who  have 
come  forward  with  so  much  aiacrity,  and 
shewn  themselves  so  ready  to  risque  their 
lives  in  our  defence.     Now,  in  order  to  at- 
tain this  end,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  sup- 
posed that  we  are  to  exclude  a  regular  force 
from  among  the  necessary  means.     If  nut, 
then,  the  question  i*  only  to  wb?t  degree  a  . 
regular  force  i«  to  be  noaintained ;  and  from 
hence  two  other  questions  necessarily  iirise.; 
&:sty  u  hethcr  wc  have  at  preseui  a  sia^'dtng 
3  A 
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army  of  sufficient  strength,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  we  are  placed  ?  and, 
secondly,  if  we  had  nor,  whether  t^e  present 
measure  is  not  the  best  mode  that  can  be  de- 
vised to  supply  the  deficiency  ?.  As  to  the 
first  question,  it  would  be  idle  to  argue  it. 
Every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  this  night, 
as  well  the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan), as  the  rt.  hon.  gent,*  on  the  floor  (Mr. 
Addington),  admits  the  necessity  of  farther 
exertions,  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  a 
general  defence,  nor  the  extension  of  our 
military  system,  in  all  possible  ways  which 
ingenuity  might  devise  and  contrive  j  but  in 
the  vrry'line  and  course  now  rscomniended, 
and  fo!"  thd  very  specific  and  identical  pur- 
pose of  a  regular  army.  If  then  the  neces- 
«tfy  of  an  increased  regular  force  be  admit- 
ted, I  wish  to  know  how  the  objection  upon 
the  ground  of  the  constitution  applies?  A 
^rcat  partof  the  argumervt  in  favour  of  an 
armed  mass  was,  that  it  added  to  the  variety 
of  our  force  ;  bat.thisis  in  the  very  spirit  of 
i^y  plan,  as  it  proposes  to  place  all  the  lead- 
ing and  principal  members  of  that  force  up- 
on their  proper  and  respective  foundations. 
Now  if  we  are  to  look  to  the  keeping  up  of 
these  different  species  of  force,  we  must  also 
look  to  what  are  (o  be  their  proper  propor- 
tions. Some  say  the  militia  ought  be  raided 
t^  exact  that  extent  which  should  make  it  a 
balance  to  the  regular  army.  1  disapprove  of 
this  view  of  the  si^bject :  the  balance  and 
the  warfare  to  which  I  look,  and  by  which 
I  estimate,  are,  as  it  relates  to  the  enemy,  as 
it  is  more  or  less  competent  to  resist  the  foe, 
and  defend  the  country  from  the  attack  of 
the  external  foe,  and  not  in  relation  to  any 
equipoise  between  the  regular  and  irregular 
force,  or  the  policy  of  dividing  and  subdi- 
viding them,  with  a  view  to  produce  an  equa- 
lity. Of  the  militia,  I  will  say,  that  its  offi- 
cfers  have  conducted  themselves  in  a  manner 
as  constitutional  towards  the  country  as  its 
men  have  proved  themselvesf. vigorous  and 
bfave  against  the  enemy  j  but  if  it  be  not  a 
force  as  available  as  the  regular  army,  what 
aire  you  to  do  ?  Why,  you  are  desired  to  carry 
it  higher  than  its  constitutional  limits  would 
admit.  Some  insinuaie  that  I  mean  to  re- 
duce the  mllttik  below  its  constitutional  prin- 
cipk  5  but  the  fact  is,  that  though  I  wish  to 
reduce  it,  yet  still  I  mean  to  leave  it  higher 
tflan  even  those  who  complain  of  the  reduc- 
tion think,  according  to  their  own  arguments, 
upon  constitutional  principlesi  it  ought  to 
stand.  I  only  mean,  that  the  excess  shall  be 
taken  off,  and  applied  to  a  more  available 
fdrce.— We  are  licxt  toldj  that  (here  is  some- 
thing in  this  measure  that  vioktcs  the  bill  of 
rights^  so  far  as  the  same  respects  a  standing 


arqay.  Accordiqg  to  the  bill  t)f  rights,  T  hav^ 
always  understood,  that  to  keep  tip  a  stand- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent 
of  parliament,  is  contrary  to  law.  This,  1 
conceive,  to  be  the  principle  of  that  bill^ 
But  bow  do  I  violate  it  by  proposing^  to 
maintain  a  standing  army  in  tim^  of  w;»r^ 
with  the  consent  of  parliament  j  an  army,  too, 
amenable  to  the  mutiny-bill,  and  unobjec- 
tionable, I  thipk,  in  maUy  other  respects^ 
particularly  aftei*  the  clause  which  I  moved 
this  day,  that  It  ^y^s  not  to  remain  embodied 
longer  than  6  n^onihs  after  the  signing  of  a 
definitive  treaty  or  peace,  and  to  bb  supject^ 
while  so  embodied,  to  martlallaw?  Such 
being  the  case,  I  give  gentlemen  all  the  be- 
nefit of  the  arguments  derived  from  the  bill 
of  rights  and  the  spirit  and  practic^of  our 
ancestor?. — Now,  Sir,  in  refcrenc"to  the 
state  of  lEurope,  let  us  see  how  this  measure 
operates  upon  our  future  safety.  Unless  wo 
can  be  perfectly  sure,  and  indeed  I  know  not 
any  degree  of  foresight  and  sagacity  that 
should  tempt  us  to  suppose  that  it  would  not 
be  folly  and  presumption  to  be  sure;  unless^ 
I  say,  we  cap  be  perfectly  sure,  that  at  the 
end  of  the  present  war,  and  when  that  pe- 
riod shall  arrive,  we  have  no  means  to  cal- 
culate or  ascertain,  we  shall  sec  Europe  and 
France  reduced  to  svich  a  state,  that  we  may 
return  to  our  old  system  ',  unless  we  Jhut  our 
eyes  and  are  wilfully  blind  to  our  destruction, 
we  may  find  ourselves  obliged  for  years  to 
make  the  country  a  more  military  nation 
than  it  has  ever  been  before  thought  neces- 
sary. Now,  if  this  be  the  case,  there  are 
on;y  two  ways  by  which  it  can  be  etFecied  j 
either  by  laying  the  foundation  of  a  large 
supply  in  peace  that  may  be  brought  forward 
in  a  prepared  state  upon  a  sudden  emergency, 
or  by  creating  a  large  force  which,  though 
disembodied,  when  Ws  services  are  no,t  ne- 
cessary, may  be  reproduced  as  occasioa 
shall  require.  Those  who  look  back  to  the 
public  feeling  at  the  commencement  of  the, 
present  war,  cannot  surely  forget  how  desira- 
ble it  would  have  been,  had  we  attained  that 
state  at  which  we  have  only  now  arrived^ 
after  several  months  of  anxiety  and  protract- 
ed danger.  With  this  experience  will 
you  then  have  a  regular  force,  which  is 
only  efficient  while  embodied,  or  a  force 
which  may  be  produced  for  the  necessary 
occasion  without  the  constitutional  objec- ' 
lion  to  a  large  regular  army  ?  Even  the 
very  persons  who  are  jealous  of  a  standing 
army  iu  peace,  recommend  it  in  war ;  and 
the  present  measure  is  such  as  may  be  easily 
efficient  when  necessary,  and  facilitates  the, 
filling  up  of  the  regular  force.    Upon  evei/ 
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ground  of  public  safety  and  economy^  it  is 
particularly  recommeDded  to  those  who 
would  have  a  large  force  in  war,  and  a 
laiall  one  in  peace.  It  is  the  means  of  a 
provisional  force,  which  is  attended  with  no 
expanse  in  peace,  and  may  in  time  of  war 
be  rapidly  brought  forward  for  the  emer- 
gency.— A  rt.  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Addington) 
sfysi  it  is  not  wise  to  change  the  character, 
manners,  and  habits  of  the  people.  The 
general  principle  is  right  5  but  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  large  force,  I  ask,  what  is 
80  little  likely  to  interfere  with  the  habits 
and  manner^  of  the  people  as  the  present 
measure,  which  establishes  no  permanent 
/orce,  and  only  requires  a  monili*s  exorcise 
in  the  year  ?  To  hear  him,  ooe  would  sup- 
pose it  •  would  operate  so  great  a  change, 
that  the  plough  was  to  stop,  and  the  country 
was  to  be  converted  into  a  nation  of  Spar- 
tan soldiers,  and  yet  the  measure  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  to  raise  by  a  milder  mode 
that  very  number  of  men  which  the  par- 
liament thinks  necessary,  I  mean  l6,000  in 
England,  and  3,000  in  Ireland,  being  the 
amount  of  the  present  deficiency,  and  when 
that  is  completed,  to  raise  annually  a  force 
of  12,000:  Now,  whether  this  is  likely  to 
produce  a  change  in  the  genius  and  habits 
of  the  nation,  I  leave  to  the  understanding 
of  the  house.  As  to  the  difficulty  stated,  of 
procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers  for  the 
number  of  men  proposed  to  be  raised,  this 
certainly  applied  with  equal  force  to  the 
former  plan,  and,  indeed,  is  essential  to 
any  mode  of  recruiting  to  any  considerable 
extent  the  regular  army  $  and,  therefore,  it 
amounts  to  nothing  as  a  particular  objection 
to  this  bill.  If,  as  it  is  generally  admitted, 
it  is  necessary  to  enlarge  the army.it  is  sure- 
ly right,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  to  begin  that  increase  as  soon  as 
possible.  Every  experience  under  the  army 
of  reserve  act  shews  that  the  present  bill  is 
likely  to  be  successful,  and  attract  men  to 
enter,  when  they  would  have  objections  to 
do  so  for  general  service.  Being  once  en- 
tered they  will  gradually  become  acquainted 
with  the  military  life,  and  will,  by  a  natural 
operation  of  causes,  without  any  kind  of 
deception,  be  the  more  readily  induced  to 
enter  into  thp  r^ular  service.  Without, 
however,  attending,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  its  effect  in  recruiting  the  regular  army, 
it  will  immediately  have  one  beneficial  con- 
sequence, namely,  that  of  setting  free  a 
portion  of  the  regulars  nearly  corresponding 
to  the  numbers  raised,  which  are  now  locked 
wp  in  defensive  $crvicfe.  The  ndxt  conse- 
quentc  will  be,  that  by  a  slight  and  natural 


transition,  great  numbers  will  enter  into  the 
regular  army,  and  constantly  supply  its 
wasting  numbers.  That  it  will  be  success^ 
ful  to  its  objects,  the  example  of  the  army 
of  reserve  system  holds  out  the  best  ground- 
ed hope.  The.  plan  promises  to  raise  men 
more  expeditiously  than  any  other  mode  wo 
are  acquainted  with  j  at  the  same  time  it  ia 
free  from  the  evil  consequence  of  high 
bounJy  incident  to  the  army  of  reservo 
system,  which  induced  many  to  desert  from 
the  regulars  to  enlist  in  the  army  of  reserve, 
and  then  to  desert  again  for  the  repetition  of 
the  bounty.  This  great  and  increasing  evil, 
it  is  manifest,  will  be  totally  corrected  by 
mean-^  of  the  regulations  of  the  present 
plan,  which  diminishes,  and  renders  fixed 
the  bounty  both  for  limited  and  unlimited 
service.  From  the  first  effect  of  a  reduc* 
tion  of  bounty  it  is  natural  to  expect  some 
check  in  the  numbers  recruited,  but  this 
circumstance  yill  soon  correct  itself;  and 
when  the  recollection  of  high  bounties  is 
worn  away,  the  service  will  thrive  as  much 
with  a  diminished  and  fixed  bounty,  as  it 
does  at  present  with  a  h'gher  and  uncertain 
one.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the 
house  having  already  come  to  n  resdution 
against  high  bounties,  the  experiment  must 
be  made.  It  is  obvious  they  have  no  other 
choice,  having  once  made  up  their  minds 
that  high  and  fiuctuating  bounties  are  to  be 
diminished  and  rendered  stationary.  Against 
this  diminution  of  bounty  it  is  to  be  seen 
under  this  plan,  what  may  be  the  induce* 
mcnt  of  limited  service  and  local  iiifluencc, 
the  benefit  of  which  I  doubt  not  will  fully 
counteract  the  evil  otherwise  to  be  appie* 
hended  frono  a  decrease  of  bounty.  This 
measure  being  already  determined  on  by 
the  bouse,  I  must  take  it  for  granted  that 
there  will  b^  no  objection  to  this  plan  on  that 
account,  but  rather;  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  will  therefore  meet  with  general  approba- 
tion. It  has,  however,  been  said,  that  by 
striking  out  the  ballot,  I  had  destroyed  the 
only  etiectual  part  of  my  own  plan.  I  must, 
however,  ask  gentlemen  gravely  to  consider 
the  subject  a  little  farther  before  tliey  urge 
objections  of  that  nature :  whatever  the  plan 
was  originally  in  my  mind,  the  house  hag 
decidedly  expressed  its  dissent,  both  to  high 
bounties  and  ballot ;  so  that  however  desi- 
rable either  might  be  on  geneaal  principles, 
yet,  with  respect  to  this  measure,  they  are 
equally  inadmissible  ;  and  therefore,  though 
efficiency  is  desirable,  it  is  only  to  be  ex- 
pected in  proportion  to  the  opportunity  left 
us  to  make  use  of. — With  respect  to  recruit* 
ing  the  army,  let  it  be  recollected,  tberd 
were  only  four  possible  modes:  tst,  the 
3  A  a 
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iisuat  mode  of  recruiting  for  bounty  by  the 
ofB*?crsof  the  regular  service;  2d,  recruit- 
f  tg  by  limited  bounty   and  local  infloence, 
is  pontcd  out  by  this  plan  ;  3cl,  recruiltiig 
by  ballot  and  compuhion,  now  generally  ex- 
ploded as  an  oppressive  systeni  i  and  4th, 
Tecruitjng   by  personal  ballot,  without  the 
possibility  ot  substitution,  a  mode  yet  more 
objectionable.  In  tinges  of  great  emergency, 
this  latter  mode  may  doubtless  be  reported 
to,   but,    in   general,    it  has  a  rigour   not 
suited   to    the   habits  and  feelings  of  the 
country.     Supposing,  as  is  the  case,  that  the 
iirst  of  these   modes  is  not  sutficiently  pro- 
duct* ve,  and  a  greater  force  is  wanted,  we 
mus^,  of  necessity,    have   recourse  to  the 
se:ond,  the  third  and  fourth  being,  as  has 
b6en  shewn,  of  a    nature  not,  at  least  in 
the  first  instancci  to  be  resorted   to.      In 
ado  ting  the  second  mode  it  is  al^o  evident, 
that  the  first,  that  of  mere  simple  recruit- 
ing, remains  wholly  unmolested,  and  has  a 
concurrent  operation.     Under   the  present 
plan  we  have  all  the  t>eBefit  of  what  may  be 
called  regular  recruiting ;  and  add   to  chat 
whatever  may  be  obtained  by  the  secondary 
mode.    If  any  other  plan  equally  produc- 
tive,   and  as,  little    objectionable,   can  be 
suggested,  I  can  have  bo  possible  wish  but 
to  adopt  it :  none  such,  however,  has  been 
suggested,  and,  perhaps,  it  is  not  presuming 
too   i^x  to  conclude,   that  none  such  can  be 
found.     According  to  the  regulations  as  laid 
down    in   the  provisions  of    this  bill,    the 
newly-a-iopted  system  with  respect  to  the 
army  of  reserve  bill,  in  no  degree,  interfere 
with  the  higher  bounties  left  to  the  regular 
service.— Before  i   sit  down,  I  shall  say  a 
few  words  with  respect  to  the  expectations 
which  I  have  held    out   to    the   country. 
Gentlemen  have  said,  that  they  have  ex- 
pected spmething  from  me  very  far  beyond 
the  present  bill.     J  am  not  conscious  that  I 
ever  encouraged  the  idea,  that  I  had  dis- 
covered some  miraculous  mode  of  providing 
for  ihe  defence  of  the  country.     1  say  this 
is  the  very  measure  of  which  I  gave  notice, 
except  so  far  as  it  is  improved  by  the  omis- 
sion of  the  ballot  entirely,  and  the  imposing 
the  payment  of  the  bounty  upon  the  parish 
instead  of  the   individual.      Whether   the 
m'easore  be  worthy  of  my  situation  |  do  not 
•ay,   but  that  it   is  tbd  identical    measure 
which  I  held  out,  and  taught  the  public  to 
expect  from  me^  I  must  contend.      That 
there  were  other  points  within  my  contpm 
plation  I  also  admit,  I  meaq  in   the  nayal 
department,  wifh  regard  1o  the  proper  craft 
to  be  used  in  the  narrow  seas,  and  the  means 
necessary  to  ensure  a  succes$icfi  of  ships  to 
a  proppr  e;^teot.    Theise  subjects,  howeyer. 


as  I  said  beforf*,  cannot  be  comprehended 
in  the  present  bill,  but  it  does  not  thence 
follow  that  they  are  neglected  by  his  Ma-* 
jcsty-s  ministers.     There  were  other  points 
I  also  admit,  which  were  ^  the    subject"  of 
my  observations  before  I  came  into  office. 
If  l^entlemen  will  look  back,  they  will  see 
that  i  did  propose  a  measure  for  our  future 
defence  ;  but  that  as  to  immediate  defence, 
I   considered  thut  all  that    could  be  done 
was,  to  improve    the    discipline    of  force 
then  subsistmg.     But^has  nothing  been  done 
since  ?     I  recommended  originally,  that  the 
volnnteers  should  be  called  out  upon  perma- 
nent duly.     That  system  has  been  adoptrd  j 
and  not  less  than  ^om  150,000  to  10q,OOO 
volunteers  have  been  placed  in  that  state  for 
improving  their  discipline.     N'ow  I  vfould 
appeal  to  every  officer  of  experience,  whe« 
I  her  the  result  of  this  proceeding,  by  the 
improvement   of  their  discipline,   has  i^ot 
increased  their  strength   more  than  if  i heir 
number  h»d  been  increased  one-half  \  J  will 
not  therefore  have  it  huid,  that  administration  . 
have  been  wholly  idle,  and  that  nothing  has 
been  done  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  That 
being  the  case,  I  know  nothing  on  my  part 
inconsistent  with   any   rational  expectation 
thai  the  house,  or  any  man  who  has  attend- 
ed to  the  notices  I  gave,  could  have  formed. 
I  am  ready  to  have  my  measiire  decided  by 
experience,  and  I  am  confident  that  every 
discussion  will  be  beneficial  to  it»  as  it  will 
place  it  more  and  more  in  its  true  light. 
Of  the  mode    of  opposition  which  it  has 
experienced,  I   have  a  right  to  complain. 
There  has  been  a  disposition  %o  draw  into, 
argument  foreign  topics,   which  divert  the 
attention  from  the  real  subjrct,   and  iq  such 
hands  as  those  of  the  hon.  gent,  ^ho  spoke 
last,  may  be  productive  ol  entertainment, 
and  relieve  the  tcdiouspess  of  debate  hy  the 
brilliant  display  of  wit  which  we  have  just 
witnessed.     As  to  the  argument,  that   the 
administration  is  not  worthy  of  confidence, 
1  am  at    a   loss  to  conjecture  upor^  wha^ 
ground  it  rests.     This,  its  first   measure, 
surely  cannot  be  the  cause.  Cor  it  l6ok8  to 
an  object  upon  which  all  persons  of  alt  par* 
ties  and  all  descriptions  are  agreed.    T^iere 
must  thtn  be  something  awkward  or  unfof« 
tunate  in  the  manner  ot  bringing  it  Iprward, 
if  it  be  the  cause  of  this  loss  ot  oonfic^epce. 
I  confess  this  is  a  very  delicate  subject,  and 
I  know  not  well  how  to  deliver  nnyself  upon 
ir.     But  whatever  opinion  ^dme  people  may 
entertain  of  the  advantages  of  an  admini^)- 
tration  formed  on  a  broad  basis,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  principle,  that  it  il  the  fNreroga- 
tive  of  his  Majesty  to  chuse  his  miniKttnrs, 
will  not  be  denied*  1  fim  the  m^ccooY^ic^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


7«3 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Juke  18,  lS04.-^Jddumal  Font  Bill; 


(74«^ 


of  ihia^  when  I  remember  that  sotne  weeks 
ago  the  hon,  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Fox)  stated 
in  this  hnuse,  whrn  it  was  thrown  out  as  a 
matter  ot  sprculation,  who  were  to  be  the 
new  ministers,   if  the  late  ministry  were 
obliged  to  v^iite,  that  it  was  not  within  the 
province  of  the  house  to  take  any  notice  of 
such  a  circumstance,  and  xi  it  would  have 
been  unconstitutional  to  agitate  such  a  topic 
before  the  removal  of  thtt  ministry,  it   is 
equally  unconstitutional  lo  d^ny  the  King's 
prerogative  as  to  selrction  in  every  instance} 
and  is  it  rcconc'lable^  with  any  ideas  of  con- 
stiiudonai  prit)ciple  and  of  public  duty,  that 
when  a    ministry  has  been  changed,   their 
sutcessors  should  be  obstructed  in  their  very 
first  operations,  by  any  combin<\tion  founded 
Dpon  any  circarostances  connected  with  the 
recent  exercise  of  his  Majesty'^  prerogative  ? 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  I  shou  d  take 
the  bint  to  resign,  whiqh  ihe  proceedings  of 
the  hous^,  on  this  question^  have  giv^n  ;  and 
the  hon.  gent,  thus  admits  the  object  of  the 
extraordinary  zeal  with  which  this  bill  has  ' 
been  contested ;  but  I  can  assure  him  that 
the  hint  is  not  broad  enough  for  me  to  take 
it.    I  am  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that 
the  bill  will  pass,  and  that  it  will  pass  with 
an  increased  majority.  I  am  sanguiite  enough 
to  hope,  the  opposition  to  the  bill  being  now 
avowed,  it  will  make  its  way  through  the 
house  with  an  increased  concurrence;    if 
not,  I  shall  lament  the  failure  of  a  measure 
which  I  sincerely  believe  to  be  calculated  to 
promote  the  public  advantage.^  It  is  now 
obvious  what  are   the  motives  for  that  zeal 
and  perseverance  that  have  animated  the 
iaie^ontesf^,  and  have  Combined  ifi  one  cry 
troops,  who  upon  no  other  occasion  could 
ever  be  inade  to  speak  the  same  language. 
1  trust,  at  leasts  that  the  hon.  gents,  on  the 
other  side  will  not  feel  themselves  undt-r  the 
necessity  of  Questioning  as  to  every  indivw 
dual  object,  tne  right  of  the  King  to  chuse 
his  minister.     1  have  been  at  issue  upon 
this  ppint  iti  former  tirpes,  and  I  am  now 
ready  to  maintain  it  as  necessary  to  our  free 
and  a8.3ret  monarchical  constitution.     As  to 
my  sutBciency,  or  the  suHiciency  of  those 
in  oHice  with  me,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
a  great  deal  upon  tha,t  subject;  but  1  am 
stirp^ised  at  the  language  that  has   fallen 
from  a  noble  lord  (Temple).     I  think  it  a 
little  singulsir  that  my  acting  in  concert 
with  a  pan  of  the  late  administration  should 
be  made  a  bar  to  the  confidence  of  hi|u  and 
hit  trtend<i.     Does  my  noble  relative  think, 
that  on  this  account^  1  have  justly  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  htm  and  of  his  friends  ?  I 
flo  remember  the  time  when,  in  the  moment 
Vf  ^  (ritterest  opposition  to  the  hon,  gent. 


(Mr.  Fox)  the  noble  lord  and  his  iHendi 
were  so  partial  to  me,  that  they  declaitd^ 
that  my  admission  to  a  share  of  the  executive 
power  would,  in  a  considerable  degree,  re«» 
move  their  apprehensions  of  the  pHblic  dan'* 
ger,     I  hope  that  since  that  time  I  have  not, 
by  concuiring  very  irequently  and  acting 
very  cordially  ^ with  my   noble  relative  and 
his  friends,  forfeited  the  good  opinion  thef 
were  then  so  partial  as  to  express  of  me. 
1 .  confess  my  surprise  too,  that  after  stiich    " 
public  declarations  concerning  me,  theysor 
soon  find  themselves  compelled  to  with  hold 
thejr  services  from  the  public,  on  account 
of  the  exclusion  of  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox), 
with  whom  they  have  been  so  little  accuse 
tomed  to  think  or  act  in  unison.    Much  hac 
been  said  of  the  inefiSciency  of  the  members 
of  the  present  cabinet.     But  is  it  to  be  said, 
that  the  present  ministers  are  uneoual  to  the 
duties  of  the  stations  they  fill  ?  With  respect 
to  the  members  of  the  present  ministry^  and 
who  were  members  of  the  last,  being  iiablft 
to  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  I  cannot  seo 
that  there  is  ths  least  foundation  for  it.    The 
present  bill  is  better  than  that  which  it  wa* 
persedes,  and  aiming  at  the  same  en4  bjT' 
justcr  means,  is  fairly  entitled  to  the  support 
of  those  who  supported  the  former  bill.     It 
is  said,  however,  though  not  quite  correctly, 
that  the  members  of  the  last  administration 
are  a  majority  of  the  present.     But  what, 
if  it  were,  would  be  the  inference  ?   There 
is  no  reason  why  those  who  sat  in  a  former- 
cabinet  should  not  sit  in  this.    I  hope  the 
present  cabinet*  is  not  one  in  which  there 
will  always  be  a  necessity  of  counting  noses, 
and  of  coming  to  a  vote  .upon  evt^ry  mea- 
sure.    When  diflferences  of  opinion  exist, 
there  is  room  for  mutual  concession  and 
accommodation  where  men  agree  in  a  ge* 
neral  object.     If  this  were  not  the  case,  how 
could  any  administration  go  on  ?  far  more 
an   administrat  on    ftrmed   on    the    broad 
basis  which  some  gentlemen  consi  Jer  so  de^ 
^irable  ?    Were  I  to  take  the  *'  broad  hint" 
which  has  been  given  me ;  had  that  sort  of 
administration  been  formed,  the  failure  of 
which  is  represented  as  having  struck  such 
despair  throughout  the  country,  how  covild 
any  measure  have  been  carried  in  the  cabi- 
net among  men  who  have  had  long  and  im- 
portant dififerences,  unless  mutual  accommo- 
dation and  concession  had  taken  place?  It  is 
^aid,  however,  that  there  has  not  been  asuffi- 
ctf  nt  change  in  the  ministry.  But,  surely,  the 
Xt'  hon.  gent,  below  (Mr  A*M!ngton)  most, 
at  least  be  satisfied  that  the  change  is  suf- 
ficient, and  that  the  present  is  really  a  new 
administration.      And,  notwithstanding  all 
t^at  has  be^n  ^d  of  jt^  I  ^qld  U  (q  h^  suth 
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gtftntSal  enotsgh  to  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  it  wa4  formed.  Many  objections 
liif^  been  arged  against  it  hy  the  bou.  gent, 
who  spoke  last,  who  has  indulged  himself 
in  that  vein  of  pleasantry  and  humour,  for 
which  he  has  most  deservedly  acquired  so 
much  celebrity,  in  comparing  some  of  the 
toembeTR  of  the  present  administration  with 
€hose  whom  they  have  succeeded  in  office, 
and  has  indulg<*d  himself  particularly  in  con- 
trasting Lord  Melville  with  the  EaH  of  St. 
Vincent.  I  should  unquestionably  think 
ittjFself  extremely  wrong,  were  I  to  say  that 
Lord  Melville  was  as  good  a  sailor,  or  un- 
derttool  how  to  work  or  fight  a  ship  of  war 
as  M'ell  as  Earl  St.  Vincent ;  but  yet  I  can 
have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  Lord 
Melville  will  make  a  better  first  lord  of  the 
jUlmiraHy  j  for  experience  has  often  forcibly 
shewn  us,  that  it  is  by  no  means  necessary 
that  a  fir!.t  lord  of  the  admiralty  should  be 
a  naval  character ;  and  though  it  may  not 
he  fit  to  «peak  of  myself,  it  surely  will  not 
be  contidt-red  that  it  is  no  change  that  the 
dflkeof  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  reckoned 
that  which  has  a  leading  infiuence  in  the  ex- 
ecutive government,  is  now  held  by  me.  Few 
will  doubt  that  a  very  real  change  has  taken 
place.  With  respect  to  any  differences  of 
opinion  which  I  may  have  had  with  the  late 
administration,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
tljey  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  us 
fVom  acting  in  the  most  cordial  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  upon  general  affairs.  For 
those  mf  rt.  hon.  and  noble  friends  I  have 
uniform^  entertained  the  utmost  private 
friendship  and  esteem.  With  them  I  have 
thought  and  acted  a)most  without  interrup.- 
tlon  on  every  public  question  since  our  ac- 
^oaintarioc  commenced.  Neither  is  there 
the  slightest  ground  to  imagine  that  another 
l^We  friend  of  mine  (lord  H^wkesbury), 
whom  I  b^ve  always  Ibved  and  esteemed,  is 
degraded  by  taicing  the  home,  instead  of 
the  fl)re'gp  department;  though  I  confbss 
there  were  some  parts  of  the  foreign  system 
whidi  I  did  not  approve,  and  of  which  it  is 
not  now  necessary  to  say  more.  Those  who 
>no\v  the  fact  knbw  how  far  that  change 
was  from  any  motive  that  could  infer  de- 
gradatiotj.  indeed,  Sir,  1  cannot  see  with 
what  view  such  a  thing  could  be  mentioned^ 
unless  it  was  fbr  the  purpose  of  sowing  jea- 
lousies and  dtssentions  among  his  Majesty's 
present  miriisters,  and,  as  such,  it  deserves 
i|iy  severeat  animadycrsion.— If  the  present 
bfll  shoold  be  lost,  P  shall  be  sorry  for  it, 
bpoause  the  house  an  J  the  country  will  there*- 
by  lose  a- good  measure  5  but  the  hon.  gen- 
ticmcn  opposite  wijl  be  muph  mistak^^j  if 


they  think  they  will  thereby  be  any  thing 
the  nearer  getting  rid  of  me*  It  is  wdl 
known,  and  has  ever  been  allowed  to  be 
00*5  of  the  first  and  most  established  privi- 
leges and  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  that  his 
Majesty  has  a  right  to  chuse  and  non^inate 
his  own  ministers  j  and  with  that  coqvictioit 
on  my  mind,  1  shall  not  be  (ieterred  from 
bringing  forward  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  in  aid  and  support  of  the  present 
bill,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  a  considerable  majority,  not- 
withstanding all  the  opposition  it  hzi  met 
with  from  the  hon.  gent,  on  the  opposite 
sidf^  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Fox  then  rnse  and  spoke  to  the  foU 
lowing  effect:  — Sir»  I  shall  not  at  this  late 
hour  (four  o'clock  on  Ti»esday  morning), 
and  on  a  question  which  has  been  so  ofteo 
and  so  victoriously  discussed,  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  house'in  adverting  to  the 
topics  which  the  rt.  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  has  thought  proper  to  take  up. 
In  a  discussion  on  a  bill  ot  this  kind^  I  am 
not  surprised  there  should  be  so  great  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  But  in  one  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  with  respect,  to 
these  topics,  he  ha»  said,  that  the  luode 
which  has  been  pursued  to  get  rid  of  tliis 
bill,  has  been  very  personal.  I  can  only 
say.  Sir,  that  in  every  business  that  comes 
before  this  house,  on  whatever  subject  it 
rnay  be,  no  one  can  be  more  averse  to  pern 
sonaliiies  than  myself.  I  will  ask  him«  and 
r  think  I  can  safely  appeal  to  the  house, 
whether,  till  he  brought  them  forward, 
one  single  word  was  said  on  that  subject  ? 
and  whether  they  V4«ere  not  entirely  owing  to 
himself,  and  to  the  rt  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Ojb* 
ning)  sitting  by  him.  Whatever  may  be 
■  the  inclination  of  the  rt.  lu)n.  gent,  opposite 
me  to  enter  on  subjects  of  a  personal  nature, 
I  can  assure  him  that  1  do  not  feel  the 
smallest  inclination  to  follow  his  exao^ple; 
age  has  diminished  my  propensity  to  such 
contests,  and  instead  of  wishing  to  shew  my 
prowess,  I  wish  rather  10  shew  my  pru* 
dcncc.     I  can  say, 

Lenitalbesc«nranlmos  capllltis^ 
litium  et  rixae  cupidos  pcotervei^ 

aUhough  in- other timesv  ami  in'  dher  cit^ 
cumstaoces  of  the  counli^j%,  thel^ter  part  of 
the  quotation  would  hav«  better  suited  mj 
dii$posltion> 

Non  ego  hoc  ferrcni,  calidtrs  juvtrttft; 
Coiuule  Planco. 

In  addition  to  my  disinclination  to  treat  the 
subject  in  such  a  way  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, my  principle  would  be  to  avoid  it.  ^  I 
cc^tstinly  have  entcrte^ined  tlic  opinion  evcy 
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since  the  comrocpccro^nt  ofthc  preayent  war, 
th^t  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  lo 
the  country;,  if,  fprgptiing  all  forcner  ani- 
mosities, it  were  possible  to  form  an  ailmi- 
nistration  on  a  broad  basis,  combined  of  all 
parties,  and  uniting  all  those  wliom  the 
tfounny  think  proper  tp,  look  up  to.  There 
are,  howeier,  one  or  two  points  of  the  rt. 
hon.  g^nt.'s  speech*  on  which  I  must  beg 
leave  to  make  a  few  observations.  He  says, 
that  his  Majesty  is  by  his  prerogative  un- 
questionably entlt\ed  to  choose  and  appoint 
his  own  ministers.  This  is  a  position^which 
nobody  is  more  inclined  to  recognize  than 
myself.  Bu;  how  does  it  apply  to  his  argu- 
ment? He  admits  that  it  may  be  wise  in 
the  House  of  Commons  so,  tq  conduct  itself 
a$  to  convince  his  Majesty  that .  he.  ought  to 
remove  them.  He  has  admitted  it  more 
than  in  words  i  he  has  admitted  it  in  fact. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  means 
by  an  opposition  composed  of  such  discor- 
d^nt  materials,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  point 
on  which  they  can  agree*  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  there  was  a  period  when  what Jie has 
said  of  my  hon.  friends  would  equally  apply 
to  himself.  There  was  a  period,  and  that 
at  no  very  great  d instance,  in  which  that  rt. 
hon.  gent,  himself  supported,  and  a  time 
also  quickly  succeeding,  in  which  he  op- 
posed  the  late^dministca.tioix,  In  the  course 
of  a  few  mopihs,  he.  suppprtcd,  with  the 
Inmost  warmth,  all  the  military  measures  of 
tbe  ri.  hon.  gent,  his  predecessor,  and  very 
soon  afterwards  he  opposed  the  army  of  re- 
serve  suspension  bill,  in  order  to  make  wny 
for  the  present  measure,  which  he  gave  the 
bouse  to  understand  would  be  fouod^omuch 
more  efficient  at  the  present  important  cri- 
sis.— To  return,  however,  to  the  preroga-i 
tive  of  the  crown.  If  it  be,  which.!  do  not 
deny,  the  prerogative  of  the  King  to  choose 
his  own  ministers,  it  is  equally  the  right  and 
the  duty  of  the  House  of  Corpanons  to  judge 
of  the  capacity  and  the  intentions  of  those 
ministers;  and  if  they  should  b!?  found  de* 
ficifent  in  the  confidence  of  the  House  ,of 
Cpn^ons,  and  in  the  confidence  of  the 
country,  such  disapprobation  is  a  strong  and 
fair  ground  for  the  King  to  dismiss  them. 
If  ever  there  was  an  admiolstration  that  was 
deficient  of  that  confidence,  I  think  I  may 
falrlyandjustly  sayitistheadministrationnow 
in  office.  When  the  rt.  hon.  gent  is  attacked 
on  the  subject,  he  has  no  other  answer  to  give, 
but  "  look  at  me,"  as  if  the  whole  admi, 
nistration  were  wrapped  up  in  himself.  He 
says,  Lord  Melville  is  likely  to  be  a  better 
flVst  lord  of  the  admiralty  than  Earl  St.  Vin- 
cents and,  after  speaking,  with  the  greatest 
coiupjaccncyj^f  liimsdfr,»ud  .the  two  iecKft*; 


taries  of  state,,  he  askt  the  rt.  bon.  geot. 
(Mr.  Addingtoo)  on  the  bench  below  hinv 
whether  he  is  not  practically^  convinced  that 
this  is  a  new  administration?  If  any  ooo 
person  was  more  disappointed  at  the  forn^a^ 
tion  of  the  new  ministry  than  arvother,  I 
should  have  thought  that  it  was  the  rt.  hon* 
gent,  himself  I  it  is  what  his  friends  give 
out  for  him«  I  should  be  sorry  to  give  cre- 
dit to  the  rumours  which  are  abioad,  and 
which  gp  strongly  to  prove,  that  all  his 
wishes  centered  in  the  object  he  haa  at* 
taioed.  But  he  has  dealt  harder  with  n^ 
friends  on  the  lower  bench.  He  says  thty 
wished  to  see  him  at  the  head  of  the  govern* 
ment,  and,  provided  that  were  the  case,  they 
should  be  happy*  He  then  ta4ims  them 
with  refusing  him  their  support  in  his  new 
administration.  Undoubtedly,  Sir^  he  had 
a  right  to  offer  situations  to  whonosoever  he 
pleased,  and  they  as  undoubtedly  possessed 
the  power  of  reiusal ;  and  if  they  thought 
that  inan administration  so  formed  they  could 
do  no  good  to  the  country,  their  refusal  was 
meritorious.  The  rt.  hon.  g^nt.  says,  he 
thinks  the  op|)osition  to  the  present  bill 
extraordinary,  and  that  it  is  dictated  by  a 
desire  to  give  a  hint  to  mioisters  to  retire* 
On  some  principles  of  the  bill,  he  says,  the 
opposition  totally  differed,  and  thenheasks^ 
how  they  would  have  agreed,  had  they 
formed  part  of  an  administration  ?  There; 
indeed,  1  cannot  answer  the  rt.  hon,  gen^ 
How  far  he  might  have  insisted  on  any  one 
or  more  parts  of  his  bill,  and  how  far  he 
might  have  conceived  that  we  ouglu  impli* 
citly  to  yield  lo  his  opinion  SLud  to  his  direc- 
tion, I  cannot  pretend  to  say}  but  this  X 
loiow,  that^n  administraiion  formed  on  a 
broad  and.  comprehensive  basisin  tioaes  of  daiw 
ger,  would  b&highly  beneiicial  to  the  coon-i^ 
try,  and  that  we  should  have  entered  into  sucik 
an  administration  with  the  spirit  of  concilia-i 
tion.  The  rt.  hon.  gent,  says,  we  may  givr 
as  many  hints  as  we  please  ^  he  will  not  taker 
them  ',  but  I  sho^uidbe  glad  to  know,  if  the- 
House  of  Commons  shews  that  it  has  no. 
confidence  in  him,  does  he  noean  to  say  that 
he  will  not  take  the  hint  ?  Did  he  not  give 
a  hint  lo  the  rt.  hoa.  gent,  on  the  loweC' 
bench,  his  predecessor  ?  If  public  rumoora. 
are  not  very  much  mistaken,  there  are  somei^ 
of  the  pre4^ent  administration  who  did  adviscf 
their  colleague  to  give  way,  when  he  saw» 
the  sense  of  the  House  of  Commons  was. 
against  his  measures.  I  do  not  know  wha 
they  were,  but  I  hope  they  did  not  give  the^ 
hint,  in  order  that  they  might  have' twostrings. 
tp  their  bow"  (see  p.  3 12>.  The  rt.  iion.  gent/, 
pleased  to  say«  that  it  would  be  absurd  In 
the  cabinet, to  be  co«Ating.;nesas  asvedi^ 
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in  this  house.  I  dare  saj.  Sir,  he  is  ptrfecily 
Ti^bl ;  and  if  bis  intention  was  to  forin  an  ad- 
ninistrauon  wbfre  theie  will  be  no  counting 
of  ooset,  1  believe  he  has  comfletely  buc« 
ceeded.  If,  Sir,  for  our  opposition  to  this 
iill,  we  are  told  that  we  are  ♦*  a  factibn,- 
-We  are  told  no  more  than  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
himself  was,  a  few  hours  before  the  late 
administration,  were  torded  out  of  ofhce  (see 
p.  342)  i  and  told,  too,  by  that  very  noble 
lord  (Hawkt^bury)  who  has  cohsentcd  tp 
accept  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  for  the 
liome  department,  under  the  administration 
•f  the  rt.  hon.  gent.  The  rt.  hon.  gent,  has 
mentioned  the  change  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  secretaries  of  state  with  some  exul- 
tation, and  contends,  that  in  such  a  pro- 
ceeding there  is  no  degradation.  The  rt. 
hon.  g<^nt.  is  most  undoubtedly  at  liberty  to 
form  his  own  judgment  on  such  a  bumilia- 
lion ;  I  can  only  say  that  I  totally  differ 
from  him  in  opinion.— Now,  Sir,  having 
made  these  few  observations  on  a  subject 
which  it  is  my  constant  desire  to  avoid,  I 
shall  trouble  the  house  with  a  few  words  on 
the  bill  itself;  which,  whatever  the  rt.  hon. 
gent,  may  please  to  surmise,  I  declare  to  be 
the  sole  object  of  my  opposition.  After  all 
that  has  l)een  said  of  the  army  of  Tcserve 
bill,  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  must  be  perfectly 
aware  that  this  biti  cannot  be  agreeable. 
The  right,  hon.  gent,  has  laid  great  stress  on 
the  clauses  which  he  has  introduced  this  day, 
by  which  70,000  men  are  to  be  embodied 
-daring  the  war,  and  then  disbanded  at  the 
peace,  but  registcnjd,  so  that  in  case  of  any 
future  war,  they  may  be  called  on  to  ser^e 
agdn.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  these 
clauses  are  a  new  thbught,  and  not  at  all  ber- 
fenging  to  the  present  bill.  This,  I  will 
tenture  to  say,  is  by  no  means  so  good  as  a 
militia;  for  in  that  kind  offeree  you  know 
where  to  6nd  the  men.  You  look  for  the 
Yorkshire  militia  in  Yorkshire,  and  the 
Kentish  in  the  county  of  Kent.  But  where 
will  you  hnd  this  army  }  These  battalions 
are  to  be  composed  of  such  a  mixture  of 
men  froai  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  you 
may  have  to  look  for  the  Yorkshire  in  Coin- 
wall,  and  (he  Cornish  in  Lancashire.  In  short, 
there  will  be  no  knowing  where  to  find  them. 
The  rt.  bon.  gent,  says,  is  not  my  mode  more 
likely  to  be  etticif  nt  than  any  other  system  ? 
I  answer,  no.  It  will  not  be  so  efficient  either 
as  the  oiiiitia  or  the  army  of  rcnerve.  The 
mode  ot  raising  recruits  by  parish  officers,  I 
must  severely  condemn.  The  influence  of 
parish  officers  can  be  attended  with  no  fur<- 
the.r  or  other  advantage  in  the  raising  re- 
cruits than  what  results  Irom  a  system  ot  ter- 
ror and  oppression,  which  canaot  fail  to  be 


the  case  in  such  a  system  as  the  pre«eiif, 
where  persons  are  to  be  fined  for  not  doing 
what  It  is  impossible  they  stibiild  be  able  to 
do.  Besides,  fines  ai'e  in  themse  ves  a  species 
of  pun«>hment,  and  puolshmenf  ought  ne>> 
ver  to  attach  to  person**  whohav**  been  guilty 
of  no  crime.— As  d  measure  of  finance,  the 
public  most  assuredly  have  not  gained  by  the 
present  bill^  I*  contend  that  there  is  the 
greatest  inequality  in  a  system  of  laxatioa 
by  fine,  such  as  this  is.  For  instance,  sap- 
pose  I  send  my  servant  to  market  to  buy  a 
bushel  of  wheatt,  ot*  any  other  grain  but  I 
tell  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  must  not^ 
6n  any  account  give  more  thjn  tdlf  a>crown 
for  the  bushel.  "  Half- a -crown.  Sir,"  says 
the  servant,  *'  I  cannot  buy  ^  bushel  of 
wheat  for  that  sum  j  it  is  wotth  7  sh  llings 
a  bushel,  and  tio  one  will  sell  it  for  less/ 
*'  No  matter,*'  say  I ;  **  ycii  must  giv-  no 
more  than  haif-a-crown,  and  if  you  do  not 
buy  it  for  that  money,  you  shall  be  punish^ 
with  a  fine.**  In  the  j*ame  way  Will  it  exactly 
-  torp  out  With  the  recruits  tinder  ihU  bill. 
Men  will  not  eftlist  fat  the  sum  to  which 
these  parish  recruiting  officefs  are  restricted, 
and  then  the  parishes  must  be  fined,  which 
will  prove  as  great  a  hardship  as  can  well  be 
coDCfived.  llie  whole  system  is  also  very 
une<^ual»  for  it  fails  much  heavier  on  the 
landholder  than  any  other  description  of 
persons,  and  with  the  greatest  inequality 
even  oft  those.  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
mode  of  recruiting  for  the  regular  army  ad- 
vised by  my  rt.  hon. friend  (Mr  Windham), 
who  has  taken  the  lead  on  military  subjects* 
in  a  manner  so  honourable  to  himself  and  so 
beneficial  to  the  country. ,  1  say,  I  see  no  rea- 
son why  that  mode  should  no^^be  tried.  Why 
not  enlist  men  for  a  limited  time,  or  for  li« 
mi  ted  service  ?  I  am  ohe  of  those  who  arc 
exceedingly  sanguine  of  such  a  mode  of  re- 
cruiting the  army.  1  have  no  doubt  but  such 
a  trial  would  be  attended  with  success.  I 
can,  however,  see  no  possible  advantage* 
but  only  the  contrary,  in  enlisting  men  for 
a  limited  service,  in  order  to  seduce  them 
afterwards  into  general  service^  which  is  to 
be  the  operation  of  the  present  bill»  and 
from  which  I  cannot  see  that  any  benefit  can 
possibly  be  expected.'  Because  the  army  of 
reserve  couldnot  do  its  service  with  the  bal- 
lot, it  is  rashly  presumed  that  this  jbill  will 
effifct  the  same  purposes  wiihout  the  ballot ; 
a  mode  of  arguing,  which  militates  expressly 
against  the  nature  of  things.  For  ir>y  own 
part,  I  voted  for  the  suspension  of  the  artnj 
of  reserve  bill,  for  the  ex|>ress  purpose  o£ 
giving  this  measure  an  opportunitjr  oif  being  * 
tairty  and  fully  discussed  y  and  now  that  haa 
taken  piacc^  lam  convinced  it  is* one  of  the 
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Ihost  oppressive,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  inefficient  meamreji,  that  could  well  be 
devi>ed,  for  the  purposes  it  is  intended  to 
Effect.  Indeed,  to  speak  of  the  absurdities 
of  ihe  bill  in  detail,  would  be;  ridiculous.  I 
just  now  said  ihat  the  bill  would  be  found 
both  inefficient  and  oppressive^  But  then 
comes  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  with  his  famous  di- 
lemma. '*  How,"  says  he,  *'  do  you  make 
that  out  ?  How  can  my  bill  be  oppressive 
and  inefficient  too/*  I  ^ay,  Sir,  the  bill  will 
occasion  very  considerable  oppression  with- 
out producing  any  considerable  addition  to 
your  force.  The  bill  appears  to  me,  in  every 
part  of  it,  full  of  oppression  and  injustice, 
and  tending  to  a  more  circuitous  mode  to 
recruit  your  regular  army,  than  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  my  rt.  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham), 
and  as  such  I  must  continue  to  give  it  my 
determined  opposition. — Before  I  sit  down, 
there  is  one  observation  which  fell  from  the 
rt.  hon«  gent.,  upon  which  I  cannot  avoid 
saying  a  few  words.  The  rt.  hon.  gentleman 
says,  "  if  you  thr^w  out  my  bill,  I  shall  be 
fiorry ;  because  you  and  the  country  will  lose 
a  good  naeasure,  but  you  will  not  thereby  be 
the  nearer  getting  rid  of  me."  A  niore  in- 
decent and  disrespectful  expression  from  a 
mitiister  to  a  house  of  commons  I  never 
heard.  1&  not  this  bill  a  bill  of  considerable 
detail,  requiring  the  general  consent  and  ap- 
(irobation  of  all  ranks  of  the  community  ?  Is 
it  possible,  I  ask,  that  this  house  can  so  far 
lose  sight  of  its  duty  as  to  setida  bill  of  such 
Unexampled  severity  and  oppression  to  be  ex- 
ecuted all  over  the  country,  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  nearly  one  half  of  its  members  ? 
Can  such  a  bill  be  well  executed  by  a  coun- 
ity  that  disapproves  of  it  ?  It  must  be  allow- 
ed, that  the  bill,  with  all  the  influence  of 
government,  will  be  carried  by  only  a  very 
trifling  majority.  Under  such  circumstances 
it  cannot  be  executed  with  that  general  good 
Will  and  general  consent  by  which  only  its 
Operations  can  be  rendered  beneficial  to  the 
country. 

Afier  Mr.  Fox  sat  down.  General  Norton 
endeavoured  to  say  a  few  words  in  support 
bf  the  bill,  but  the  question  being  loudly 
Called  for,  a  division  took  place,  when  there 
appeared. 

For  engrossing  the  bill    -    265 
Against  it  -    -    •    -    -    223 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  tinac  that  afternoon. -—Adjourned  at 
half  past  four  on  Tuesday  morning. 
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HOUSE  OF  L0RD3. 
Tuesday^  June  IQ,  1801. 

Minutes.] — The  bouse,  in  a  committee 
of  prifilcJges,  heard  evidence  in  support  of 
the  claim  to  the  barony  of  Roos.— After 
some  few  observations  from  Lord  Carleton, 
explanatory  of  the  laws  of  marriage  in  Ire- 
land, their  lordships  heard  evidence  in  sop- 
port  of  the  petition  of  Mr  "Tighe,  praying 
for  a  dissolution  of  bts  marriage  with  his 
now  Wife,  on  the  score  of  adultery.  The 
bill  was  afterwards  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thursday. — 
The  Agidesbary  election  bill  went  through  a 
committee  without  «ny  amendment,  and 
was  ofderf-d  to  be  read  a  third  time  to*«nor« 
ro^.^'Bhe  bill  to  exempt  British  and  Irish 
liaenf  from  the  '4|  per  cent,  exportation 
doty,  was  read  a  'first  time,— The  othfr  bills 
on  the  tanle  Wete  passed  in  their  resnective 
8tagea^«-*Adjoarned» 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesdf^t  June  19,  ib04. 

Minutes.^— Mr.  Hartiman  presented  s 
petition  from  several  merchants  aod  others 
in  the  county  and  town  of  Drogheda, 
against  tbe  report  of  the  corn  committee  f 
Col.  Verekcr  presented  another  bf  Similar 
import  from  (he  inhabitants  9f  tbe  city  of 
Limeiic;  and  a  third  Mr.  Hobhouss  pre- 
sented from  the  city  of  Glasgow.  They 
were  each  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — It 
was  stated  in  a  message  from  the  lords, 
that  their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Cale- 
donian canal  bill,  and  several  others,  with* 
out  any  amendment.— -Their  lordships  also 
requested,  by  message,  that  this  hon.  house 
would  furnish  them  with  a  copy  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  proceedings,  and  the  evidence 
before  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  state  of  circulation  in  Ireland  and  tbe 
course  of  exchange  between  this  counti^ 
and  that  for  sonae  time  past.  Ordered,  and 
a  copy  sent  up.^Mr.  Foster  brought  up  a 
bill  for  regulating  the  price  bf  com  exported 
and  imported  to  and  from  England  ai^  Ire- 
land. Read  a  fii-sttime,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  secbnd  time  to-monow.-— Mr.  D* 
Browne  moved  for  copies  of  tbe  returns 
made  under  the  army  of  reseiVe  act  in  Ire* 
land,  specifying  each  county  and  town;  and 
also  the  numbers  that  may  have  deserted,  as 
far  as,  the  same  can  be  made  up.  Ordei^d. 
—Mr.  Huskisson  moved  for  le|ve  to  biing 
in  a  bill  to  enable  the  commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  treasury  to  issue  exchequer  bills  to 
a  sufficient  amount  to  answer  the  amount 
of  that  part  of  the  supply  voted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1804.  Granted.^The  pa- 
pers formerly  moved  for  by  Mr.  Whitbread, 
from  the  county  of  B^m^,  were  presented 
at  the  bar,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

[COX/NTEBFEIT   DoLLARS*   BlLI..]— *Mr. 

Slufges  Bsurne  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  silver 
coins,  called  dollars,  issued  by  the  bank  of 
England,  and  also  of  Iri^h  tokens,  and  to 
prevent  the  circulation  of  such  base  coin 
from  the  one  country  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Princep  said,  he  woul4  tike  some 
future  opportunity  of  stating  his  objectiops 
tosucha  bill,  as  he  did  not  approve  of  any 
coin  being  allowed  td  be  in  circtilation 
but  what -had  beeti  coined  at  his  Majesty's 
mint. 

Mr.  5.  Bourne  assured  the  hon.  member 
thitthe  previsions  of  the  bill  would  suffi- 
oieo  tly  obviate  bis  objeotioos.  Leave  granted^ 

[PaiZK  AOENCY  B1LL.3  — Mr.  Jcermk 
proposed  to  postpone  the  second  mdiog  of 
this  bill,  to  this  day  se'nnight;  aod^  if  hb 
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Majesty's  ministers  should  not  then  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  discusfiion  of  the .  subject, 
and  to  offer  such  amendments  a«j,  in  their 
view  of  It,  might  render  the  measure  effi 
cieDt  to  its  object,  considering  the  lateness 
of  the  sessions,  be  should  not  be  disposed  to 
press  the  further  progress  of  it  then,  unlesi 
lie  should  perceive  it  to  be  the  drcided 
tense  of  the  house  $  and  that  the  postpone- 
inf*Dt  of  the  question  might  be  hkely  to  pro- 
duce a  better  effect^  than  to  exhaust  the 
time  of  the  house. 

Mr,  Dickinson,  junr.  expressed  consider- 
able satisfaction  at  the  course  the  hon.  gent, 
had  taken,  as  certainly  the  bill  did  appear 
to  him  to  contain  many  parts  which  were 
objectionable,  and  if  it  was  to  pass  at  all, 
would  require  several  alterations. 

Sir  ^  E//ord  also  said  a  few  worc^s 
against  the  principle  of  tlie  bill. 

Admiral  Berkeley  said,  he  was  extremely 
glad  that  the  bill  had  gone  off;  it  was  a  bill 
by  no  means  called  for  by  the  navy,  but 
which,  on  the  contrary,  was  almost  univer- 
sally condemned  by  it.  There  was  one  part 
of  it  in  particular,  which  appeared  to  him 
introduced  for  no  useful  purpose,  and  which 
iye  mast  call  an  errant  job. 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  it  was  known  to  all 
the  navy  that  great  nii^chiefs  did  result  from 
the  manner  of  paying  prize  money.  In- 
•tead  of  acting  as  a  boon  to  the  sailors,  it 
>lfa8  now  rather  a  cause  of  discontenf,  and 
perhaps  did  more  mischief  than  good.  It 
was  to  remove  these  discontents  and  to  re- 
medy these  mischiefs  that  the  bill  was  ki- 
tcndcd,  and  he  really  knew  no  part  of  it; 
that  was  meant  as  a  job.  However,  he 
Aought  it  was  now  in  good  hands,  when  In 
the  hands  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

Dr.  Laurence  stated,  that  he  thought  it 
was  an  extraordinary  indulgence  in  the 
house  to  admit  such  a  report  as  that  which 
bad  been  presented,  to  lie  upon  their  table. 
^  The  Advocate  General  ?poke  on  the  same 
^1  and,  after  some  further  explanation, 
me  order  was  postponed  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  motion. 

[Additional  Force  Bill.}— -* The 
Qiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  the  t^ird  reading  of  this 

Wi. 

CTol.  Eyre  said,  that  when  this  bill  was 
first  brought  forward,  it  did  appear  to  him 
to  contain  principles  so  extremely  hostile  to 
wie  constitution  of  the  country,  that  he  was 
«t>xioa8  the  house  should  reject  such  a  dan- 
^w^v  ^°°®^«^o°5  but  one  of  the  clauses 
U  "^^^^^  been  introduced  yesterday,  had 
a'tcred  it  so  much,  that  his  chief  objection 
^^  greatly  rcnao?ed,.  thoogh  Ee  thought  it 


still  very  exceptionable.  He  was  not,  how- 
ever, so  unreasonable  as  to  exrect  that  a 
great  plan  of  defence  could  possibly  be  de- 
vised, that  would  be  deemed  totally  unob- 
jectionable. As  the  sense  of  the  house  had. 
alreadv  been  taken  upoa  it,  he  wou^d  nt^ 
now  throw  any  thing  in  the  way  of  its  fu- 
ture progress.  He  deprecated  ihe  prindple 
of  joining  in  opposition,  in  o^d^r  to  remdVe 
an^  man,  or  set  of  men,  in  whom  ht*  consi- 
dered himself  bound  to  put  conBdence.— • 
Such  a  mode  of  procedure  had  a  very  pemK 
cious  effect,  as  we  had  already  witnessed, 
by  forcing  from  his  Majesty's  councils,  a  rt. 
hon,  gent.  (Mr.  Addingfon),  who  at  one© 
possessed  the  confidence  of  bis  Sovereign, 
and  that  of  the  people  5  and  owing  to  whose 
vigorous  exertions  our  force  had  been  raised  . 
beyond  all  former  precedent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  strengthening  our  constitution,  and 
enlarging  our  liberties. 

Mr.  T.  Grennfille  said,  he  had  been  pre- 
vented from  giving  any  opinion  during  the 
past  stages  of  th«^  bill  by  an  accidental  indis- 
position, which  had  prevented  him  from  at- 
tending to  the  discussions  that  had  taken 
place,  as  regularly  as  he  should  have  other- 
'  wise  wished.  The  same  reason  would  ihea 
prevent  him  from  dwelling  upon  the  stibieat 
at  any  length,  particularly  as  the  objec'tions 
that  had  been  urged  against  the  n>ea»urf  had 
been  hitherto  unanswered  So  little  had 
the  supporters  of  the  bill  advanced  of  sound 
reasoning  against  the  arguments  that  hiul 
been  urged  against  it,  thai  it  appearrd  to 
him  unnecessarv  to  add  any  thing  to  objee« 
tions  so  forcibly  urged  and  so  insufficiently 
answered.  Whatever,  therefore  might  have 
been  his  opinion  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
measure,  he  shoiitd  have  con tentrd  himself 
with  saying  a  few  worda  on  the  present  oc- 
casion on  ihat  subject.  A  diflfi^renr  t(ipic 
however  had  been  introduced  into  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  question,  which  had  a  direat 
reference  to  expressions  supposed  to  have 
been  used  either  by  himself  or  by  those  coq- 
nected  with  him  iii  this  bouse  and  in  ano- 
ther place.  He  confessed  that  it  appeared 
to  him  a  necessary  duty  not  to  pass  over  in 
silence  the  reference  to  sBch  expressions, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that,  though 
he  felt  it  an  urgent  dutytooftera  few  words 
on  thaf  subject  to  the  house,  he  h»d  never 
on  any  former  occasion,  j^ipce  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  felt  mure  eni« 
barrassment  than  he  did  at  that  moment. 
His  embarrassment  aros«-  -trom  the  nature  of 
the  topics  to  which  he  had  adverted,  inyOlvi- 
ing  allusions  personal  to  himself,  or  to  those 
connected  with  him,  which  must  always  I|b 
painful  to^him.  What  had  beao  eonsideced 
3  B2 
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difficult  hj  bi^  rt.  hoo.  relative  (the  chan- 
oollor  of  the  exchequer),  in  the  discussion 
of  ye^t^ay,  tippeared  to  him  impossible ; 
8rd  though  he  couU  not  impute  what  had 
falleafiom  his  rt.  hon.  friend  on  that  occa- 
sion to  wilful  roisrrpresf  ntation,  he  felt  that 
it  was  calculated  to  place  him  and  those 
^onoect'-d  with  him,  in  a  state  of  self  con- 
tradiction, which  be  could  not  reconcile 
with  their  opinions  of  the  state  of  the  coun- 
,tr>',  <  r  of  the  remedies  for  the  dangers  and 
difl$  :uUte8  with  which  it  was  threatened.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  cavil  about  the  precise 
word?  he  might  have  u«ed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion ;  but  he  was  confident  that  when  it  had 
formerly  fallen  to  his  lot  to  express  the  very 
high  estimation  in  which  he  held  the  taints 
mod  abilities  of  his  rt.  boo.  relation,  no  ex- 
pression had  ever  escaped  him  or  any  one 
» connected  with  him,  nor  had  it  ever  entered 
into  their  imaginations,  that  it  was  posf^ible 
.^r  them  so  to  look  at  the  situation  of  the 
<^ountry  a^  to  suppose,  that  the  accession  of 
.  any  siiiglc  individual  to  the  administration, 
whatever  might  be  his  talents  or  abilities, 
•  would  be  su^cient  to  work  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  The  expressions  that  bad  been 
on  that  occasion  used  were,  that  when  the 
situation  of  the  country  called  for  a  strong,  vi- 
gorous,  and  ejfficient  administration,  as  much 
of  the  talents,  abilities  and  character  of  the 
country  as.possible,  should  be  included  in  it, 
and  though  he  had  never  supposed  that  such 
expressions  could  have  been  urged  against 
.him,  or  against  the  claim  of  the  country  for 
the  formation  of  such  an  administration,  as 
^ivould  be  most  suited  to  meet  its  difficulties, 
*and  provide  for  its  ultimate  security  and  suc- 
cess* he  had  never  «sed  any  words  inconsist- 
entwithsucha  view  of  the  sit  nation  of  aifairs; 
and  however  highly  he  was  disposed  to  esti- 
:  mate  the  merits  and  talents  of  his  rt.  hon.  rela- 
tion, however  anxiously  and  earnest'y  he 
:had  expected  to  have  an  administration 
(formed  on  spch  principles,  under  such  su- 
■perin tendance  and  influence,  he  could  never 
suppose  expressions  directed  to  sucli  an  ob- 
ject inconsistent  with  his  high  estimation  of 
.'those  talents.  It  was  with  pain  and  regret 
*that  he  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
(adverting  to  this  subject,  so  personal  to 
himself  and  hi*  connexions ;  but  he  ftlt, 
however,  a  highec  motive  for  rc-gret,  be- 
cause he  found,  that  whatever  public  objects 
he  and  his  frienJs  might  have  proposed, 
.whatever claims  the  country  might  have  had 
for  thi!  formation  of  a  strong,  vigorous,  apd 
able  administration,  the  pondoct  and  system 
rtf  his  rt.  hoo.  relation  was  calculated  tode-. 
priwe  them  of  the  mt* ans  of  accomplishing 
aiiai  must  desirable  object,  in  tjic  present  pe- 


riloas  and  alarming  times.  In  what  ba  bat] 
urged,  he  had  felt  himself  actuated  by  a 
true  sense  of  what  was  due  to  his  owp  cha-* 
racter,  and  to  the  characters  of  those  who 
acted  with  him,  in  order  to  shew  that  there 
was  no  contradiction  in  their  conduct,  and 
that  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  tbeir  past 
professions*  Inopressed  with  such  senti* 
ments^  therefore,  i(^.  was  not  without  an- 
easiness  he  saw  his  rt.  hon.  relative  in  a 
situation  in  \yhjch  he  could  not  view  hina 
but  with  pain  and  regret. — The  rt.  hon. 
gent.  th(*a  observed,  that  he  should  not 
weajcen  the  objections  that  had  already  been 
so  powerfully  urged  against  the  bill,  by  at* 
tenipiing  to  enforce  them.  Though  there 
were  some  objecijons  into  which  he  did  not 
enter  entirely,  there  were  others  that  had 
appeared  to  him  fatal  to  the  measure,  ^h'^b 
had  never  even  the  appearapce  of  an  ai^- 
swer;  one  of  these  be  begged  briefly  to 
notice,  namely,  that  this  measure  would 
create  a  premium  against  t)ie  regular  re-' 
cruiting.  After  dwcthng  shelly  on  this 
objf>ction,  the  rt«  hon.  .member  conclpd^ 
with  giving  his  dissent  to  the  measi^re. 

The  Cban^ellor  of  tlu  Exchequer  said,  Jw 
had  been  necessarly  led  to  the  topics  ac)* 
verted  to,  by  the  allusions  which  a  nobje 
lord  opposite  (lord  Temple)  uqw  in  h^ 
place,  had  made  personally  to  hin).  He  had 
touched  on  these  topics,  not  with  any  design 
of  interfering  with  the  opinion  which  zxty 
individual  might  have,  as  to  what  would  be 
the  best  kitid  of  govt,  for  the  country,  and 
that  which  he  would  wish  to  see  Established. 
What  he  did  allude  to  was,  not  merely. ^ 
sentiment  of  what  was  desirable*  but  a 
known  intention  of  the  noble  lord,  and  those 
who  thought  with  him,  marked  by  an  ev 
cesstve  partiality  towards  him^  of  which  he 
was  highly^anwoithy.  In  speaking  of  the 
govt  that  tlien  existed,  which  they  charajK- 
terised  as  inefBciept,  he  had  understood  it  ^s 
the  express  sense  of  the  noble  lord  and  his 
friends,  that  bis  being  placed  at  the  head 
of  his  Majesty's  govt.  wou)d  be  a  circuai- 
stance  that  would  remove  in  their  minds, 
every  objection  lo  it.  He  could  not  speak 
precisely  as  to  the  words,  but  he  was  so  clear 
as  to  this  being  the  sense  of  what  was  said, 
that  unless  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  had  contradict* 
ed  it,  he  would  sfill  have  believed  it.  He 
only  mentioned  this  to  account 'for  his  think- 
ing it  very  extraordinary  that  the  noble  lord 
and  his  friends,  should,  after  the  cxt^sive 
change,  io  which  he  had  lieen  called  uppn 
by  his  Majesty  to  act  a  leading  part,  adopt 
a  couduct  so  different  from  the  language  he 
then  understood  tliem  to  hold,  that  they 
should  think  su^h  ^  i^l^^ng^t  ^^^  the  «hf|fe 
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)ie  had  in  it,  such  as  to  call  for  a  systematic 
opposition  to  the  govt,  to  which  he  had  sup- 
posed them  so  pledgcdj  and  that  they  should 
have  conimenced  that  opposition  »t  the  very 
outset.  If  he  misunderstood  the  cxpres- 
aions,  he  withdrr^w  his  opinion  upon  them ; 
but  what  he  founded  his  observations  upon 
was  clear  in  the  recollection  of  the  bouse. 

Mr.  GrenvilUf  in  e^lanation,  said^  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection,  he,  and  others 
nearly  connected  with  him,  bad  expressed 
the  very  hjgb  opinion  which  they  had  ever 
enteitaiued  of  his  rt.  hon.  friend.  But  it 
could  never  be  supposed,  that  they  meant 
to  have  gone  the  length  of  saying,  that  th^ 
single  circumstance  of  his  rt.  hon  fiend 
being  noade  a  part  of  the  govt.,  whicli  he 
then  opposed,  would  be  a  sutfipient  reason 
to  4)em  to  desist  from  their  opposition. 

Earl  Tem/ile  said,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  conceptions  of  bis  rt.  hon.  relation  (Mr. 
Pitt)  or  the  concept  iot)s  of  any  of  his  friends, 
he  must,  for  himself,  disavow  having  ever 
Dssde  use  of  any  such  expressipn,  or  having 
ever  entertained  such  a  sentiment.  However 
great  the  respect  was  which  he  had  for  the 
rt.  hon  gent.*s  talents,  however  attached  to 
him  by  friendship,  still  he  never  suppose^ 
that    merely  his  introduction  into  a   govt, 
which  he  had  opposed  as  fundamentally  and 
radically  bad,  could  give  him  a  confidence 
)n  that  administration.     It  would  be  in  the 
;recolle<:tion  of  the  house,  that  when  Jie  made 
me  of  the  expression,  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  was 
fL  supporter  of  the  govt,  wfoich  I)e  bad  since 
opposed,  and  which  be  was  now  at  tbe  bead 
<^.    Whatever  room  there  might  be  to  ima- 
gine, from  a  confidence  in  the  exertion  of 
bis  rt  Ipn.  friend's  great  talents,  that  this 
govt,  was  of  much  greater  value  tlian  the 
former,  he  could  not,  though  he  allowed 
Iherc  was  accession  of  talent,  see  much  con- 
solation in  ^  change,  which  was  confined  to 
a  single  individual. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  ex- 
planation said,  be  referred  to  what  had  been 
said  by  those  nearly  connected  with  the  no- 
ble lord,  and  not  particularly  to  any  thing 
that  had  been  said  by  him. 
'     Mr.   JVindham^  though  not  himself  in- 
cluded,   could   not  feel  indifferent   to  the 
accusation  brought  against  those  with  whom 
be  was  nearly  connected.     If  he  had  been  a 
party  to  the  expressions  which  were  made 
the  grounds  of  the  accusation,  as  he  was 
Dot,  (and  as  he  might  now  be  allowed  to 
say  he  was  glad  that  he  was  not,)  he  should 
Dot  wish  any  further  defence  than  thp  very 
grave,  temperate,  and  dignified  explanation 
which  had  been  given  by  his  hon.  friend  : 
'  •M4.he  was  persuade4  t|xQ  rt,  hon.  gent. 


opposke  wotild  not  persist  In  afiting  t^ 
those  expressions  any  sense,  which,  it  waa 
declared  by  the  authors,  they  were  not  oieju^ 
to  convey.     There  were  different  fules  ^ 
construction   for  different  subjects:  penai: 
statutes  were  to  be»  construed  strictly :  but 
he  never  beard  that  the  sanoe  principle  wa» 
to  be  applied  to  cnriipVimenls  and  efiusionf 
of  friendship. — He  came  now  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  tbe  bill,  on  which >  though  b9 
agreed  diat  the  matter  was  probably  decided; 
though  after  the  frequent  discussions  and  10^ 
8ittin|;s  he  could  not  suppose  that  tbehous^ 
was  disposed  to  hear  n^nch  more  upon  th0 
Subject,  he  could  not  forbear  o0Wing  somvt 
farther  observations,  merely  to  disbuytheii 
bis  mind,  end  to  mark  to  the  last  hit  fe«!i- 
ings  against  a  measure  so  pregnant,-  as  h# 
conceivd,  with  mischief.     The  points  !• 
which  h^  should  advert  were  socbaafaai 
either  been  overlooked,  or  at  least,  not  saf>> 
ficiently  pointed  out.     And  the  first  temailc 
to  be  made  was  on  the  msnner  in  whicb 
this   measure  had    been  brought  forwaivd. 
When  a  new  military  syste^m  was  about  to 
be  established,   ihe  natural  course  of  pr^w 
•ceeding  was  to  take  a  comprehensive  y%^W 
of  the  whole  of  our  mtlkary  force  at  that 
time  subsisting.     Of  this  tbrce  It  itvaa  'not 
natural  that  a  part  should  be  onaitted,  m^ 
considerable  in  itself,  and  portaioly  so  con* 
slderable  in  our  estimation,  as  that  of  the  «ro- 
looteers.    When  these  had  been  4uly  con* 
sidered,   some  information   might  peishaps 
have  b(^n  expected  as  to  the  nombera  and 
situation  of  au)-*  regular  arm^r;  a  tpeiites  of 
force  which,  however  overlooked  in  a]}  our 
late  military  arrangements,   lUd  in  otbet 
times,  been  thought  to  be  Qi  some  aosMnt. 
In  fact,  both  \hese  and  eveiy  other  part  ftf 
pur  force. reqv^ired  to  be  distinctly  in  mir 
view,  before  We  could  possibly  say  «tlber 
what  was  necessary  or  what  was  pnietkMihlei 
how  far  the  measures  proposal  wero  cofu 
sistent  wiib  those  alreac^  adopted ;  or  what 
alterations  were  reqtiisite  in  order  Co  prevent 
the  several  parts  of  tbe  system  from  inter* 
fering  with,  and  defeating  each  <lther.  With 
respect  to  the  volunteers,  those,  it  was  true, 
who  thought  of  that  fierce  aa  he  might  be 
suspected    of    doing,    inight     not    regret 
the    eflfect    which    the    pwsent    measure 
must  infallibly  have  upon  ibeto.  and  sirhich 
could  be  nothing  les«  than  to  withdraw  one 
of  the  main  principtea  by  which  they  ha4 
hitli-rto  been  held  together.    Though  manf 
bf  the  volunteers  bad  engaged  npon  other 
motives,    it  coold  not  be  qoestioned  that 
numbers  had  entered  with  a  view  to  the 
exerapta^n.    Upon  all  these  the  eflfect  of 
the  present  mogsiw  vroioM  be  that  of  a  sen* 
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leiiCB  of  dissohittott.  It  woald  operate  Itke 
lAie  ton  upon  the  wings  of  Icarus,  The 
vac  wmild  be  melted,  and  down  the  corps 
must  faH.  )n  saying  this  it  must  not  be 
ft^tpqsed  that  he  was  so  confounding  things, 
as  to  conceive,  that  by  rendering  exemption 
isseleM  only  by  rendering  it  unneceitsary, 
Ihe  present  measure  had  done  an  injury  to 
ihft Tokinteers,  -Unquestionably  their  con*- 
4ition  was  not  made  worse^  merely  because 
that  of.  others  was  rendered  betW.  He 
i^Milte  floly  c^  itB  practical  efl^ts.  At  ike 
aaoae  tinie  he  most  say,  that  there  was  some- 
thing a  littie  ludicrous,  as  well  as  not  quite 
4ecorom  widi  respect  to  the  house,  in  suf- 
jbring  the  vdunt^ert  to  strut  awa^  with  a 
full  pcmuasiony  thai  they  were  enjojnng  a 
Biost:  valuable  privilege^  white  those  who 
wmm  ia  the  secret,  not  being'  indeed  the 
SMMDberatf  this  bouse,  knew  that  a  msasure 
una  ia  agitation  which  would  render  the 
whole  pi  this  supposed  privilege  a  mere  d&* 
hisiOQi  or,  what  war  vulgariiy  called,  a  Hu, 
9o>a)ach  for  the  connexion  of  the  present 
mesisure  with  the  vo^nteers.  With  respect 
to  tke  Kcgoiar  army,  the  connexion  was,  if 
pqsstbl^,  atill  doscr«  So  dose  was  it  in^ 
4eed,  that  it  was  impossible  satisfactorily  to 
give  ai^  pinion  on  the  present  measure 
HPitbottt  knowing  previously  what  was  done 
aod  pvopotied  to  be  done  with  reapect  to  (he 
avmy.  If  aoy  one  was  asked,  whether  h 
vn9  right  to  have  an  intermediate  force, 
lucivas  was  now  proposed,  he  most  aay,  tell 
|pe-6r«l>  what  you  mean  to  do  with  yoov 
fkrmyt  and  on  what  footing^  service  thtn  is 
to  bi  put :  according  to  tlie  regulations  then^ 
iatrodaoed^  will  be  the  necessity  of  having 
9,  force  «f  thia  description  at  all,  or  of  mo- 
4eHi9g  it  ia  su^  and  such  a  manner.  All 
these. pre vjous  inquiries,  howieveT,  the  hon. 
$miHr  «f  the  praaent  plan  seen>ed  to  think 
pot  i^jMiaelets  but  injurious.  He  studious- 
ly 9i)d  iiHlmtrioutly  avoided  them.  So 
earaesl  was  he  to  separate  from  this  question 
foy  mention  of  the  volunteers,  that  all 
which  related  to  that  system  was  forcibly 
^nd  violently  thrust  out  of  tlie  house,  pushed 
pff  the  stage  by  bead  and  shoulders,  in  order 
that  it  i»ighit  be  cleacly  removed  before  the 
present  a^easure  made-  its  appearance.  In 
iika  meaner^  tiU  this  mewure  was  done 
with^  nothing  waa  to  be  said  about  the  plans 
Ibatwere  in  agitauoa  for  the  army.  The 
tiOD.  gent.seenaed  t  a  be  a^aid  of  distracting 
the  aitemlon  of  the  house,  by  briagingi;^  be- 
fore them  too  many  ofajectafat  once.  It  was 
Dot  a, question  of  the  rule  laid  down  for  the 
old  comedy,  Ne  quar6m  hqid  persona  /a* 
hor$i :  he  was  so  apprehensive  of  orouding 
bis  sce^>  90  foarfuL  kit  hk  cfaaractefudiocM 


have  any  thing  to  say  to  one  inother,  that  be 
would  never  suffer  more  than  one  to  be  upoil 
the  stage  at  a  time  :  his  whole  piece  was  a 
Continu«"d  soliloqoy.  If  such  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  measure  was  brought  for* 
ward,  with  a  view  to  the  means  afforded  fot 
estimating  its  merits,  an  eq^jrel  objection 
might  be  made  on  the  score  of  time,  and  of 
the  little  notice  wBich  tlwj  house  had'  had 
of  the  sort  of  measure  which  it  was  meant 
to  submit  to  them.  Till  within  a  few  dayii 
(almost  wiihin  a  few  hours)  of  the  motion 
being  made,  not  an  idea  was  entertained 
that  the  plan  about  to  be  proposed*  was  ao^ 
other  than  that  which  had  bren  opened  bjr 
the  hon.  gent,  somtj  months  btforc.  It  wa» 
not  till  the  moment  of  perfortBance,  and 
when  the  cortain  wa?  actually  drawn  up, 
that  the  manager  stept  forward  (wiihwit  ah 
apology)  and  signified  that  the  whole  waa 
<*hangcd,  and  that  instead  of  the  piece 
which  had  been  announced,  we  were  to 
have,  not,  as  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  a€ 
his  had  said  the  other  night,  the  good  old 
play  of  the  Recruitrng  Otticer,  but  a  strangts 
fantastical  piece,  produced  for  the  occasioBi» 
and  gor  op  in  a  hurry,  calif d  The  Regimentqt 
f^estry,  or,  Tke  Recruiiing  Church  fPQtrdtnr. 
It  was  difficult  to  conceive  what  the  pro- 
gress of  the  counsels  could  have  been  that 
gave  rise  to  so  happy  an  idea.  It  could 
never  have  been  formed  at  once,  or  in  anjr 
ordinary  circumstances,  but  must  have  beea 
the  result  of  a  consultation,  sneh  as  that 
described  in  Footers  farce  of  the  Minor.  *  A 
great  day  coming  on  ;  the  grcBStest  day  tbTa 
season.  All  the  world  to  be  there  i — old 
opposition,  new  opposition,  a  vast  atten*- 
dance  from  the  country.  Nolhinj  in  the 
meanwhile  settled.  Ballot  found  to  be  iook 
possible,  and  no  expedient  thought  of  bjr 
which  its  place  could  be  supplied.*  In  this 
situation  somebody  seems  to  have  coiiceived 
the  idea  of  a  sort  of  proceediiig  which 
should  be  neither  compulsory  nor  not  com- 
pulsory J  should  not  be  a  guoia,  yet  should 
be  connected  with  districts  and  parishes; 
should  be  a  system  of  recruitingi  y«it  be 
carried  on  by  persons  not  named  by  govern- 
ment, though  possessing  a  certain  degree  of 
authority,  and  known  in  thp  country.  *  1*11  bb 
hanged,'  says  some  one,  •  if  you  don't  mean, 
recruiting  by  parish -officers.'  The  hon.  gent, 
seems  to  have  jumped  at  the  hint,  and  pa- 
rish-officers it  has  been.  The  point  im- 
portant to  be  considered  was  what  were 
likely  to  be  the  effects  of  the*  measure  thus 
happily  hit  off.  Itxe  hon.  gentlemen  here  va- 
poured a  great  deal^  and  asked  triumphantly^ 
what  they  had  to  ofi^r  by  whom  the  pre» 
sent  caeasure  was  objected  Xo}  To  tbdalt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^il 


FAfiL.  BESATES,  Jv»u  ig.  ISOi.'-AtUkionta  Force  lOt. 


might  be  safiiciont  to  answer,  that  they  who 
olyecicd  to  a  measure  were  not  therefore 
bound  to   be  provided  with  a  better  in  its 
Toom.    It  was  enongh  if  thej  could  reason- 
ably presume  that  a  better  inigbt  be  pro- 
vided.    But  he  was  willing  to  go  further, 
ufkd  having  frequently  stated  what  his  own 
i'cas  were,   to  coojpare  those  ideas  with 
what  was  now  adopie4     Your  ideas  said 
the  hou.  genilemen  are  merely  negative ; 
.they  are  nothiiig  nt  all.     They  would  do  well 
to  ask,   before   they  pressed,   »hat  to  pick 
were  iheir  own  plan   stripped   of   its  ne- 
gative'merits,  how  much  of  it  would  re- 
^oain  }  The  negative  merits  of  the  plan,  jhe 
house  would  recollect,  were  all  that  (hehon. 
Ifeatlemen   insisted  upon.     The  plan  was 
good,  becau<ie  it  abolished  the  ballot,  because 
4tr**duced  the  militia,  because  it  removed 
conipeticion^  because  it  limited  the  bounties. 
So  it  certainl/  was  :  and  so  equally,  and  on 
the  very  same  accounts,  was  the  plan  op- 
posed to  them.     All  the  ideas  above-enu- 
merated, the  hon,  gentlemen ,  would  recol- 
lect, were  ours  as  well  «is  theirs;  and,  what 
was  not  less  iq  the  purpose,  were  oars  long 
before  tbey  were  theirs,  and  when  in  truth 
they  were  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to 
4ho«e  who  held  them.    There  was  nothing 
on  these   points,    therefore,  in  which  one 
plan  differed  from   the  other.     The  great 
advantage  which  we  had  was,  that  with  us 
;all  was  negative,  and  that  in  addition  to  the 
Test  that  we  got  rid  of,  we  got  rid  of  the 
ikoa.^ gentlemen's  scheme  of  fining  parishes, 
an<i  recruiting  by  parish-ofhcers      It  was 
curious  therefore  to  l^ear  the  rt.  bon.  gen- 
tlemeo  call  tog  upon  us  to  know  what  were 
our  ideas,  and  what  we  had  to  propose  in, 
the  room  of  what  we  objecced  to.     We  were 
ID  the  situation  of  a  man  who,  having  been 
jStripped  of  all  he  ha4»  is  asked  by  the  rob- 
ber where  his  money  was.    Where  is  my 
money  ?  he  would  say :  why,  in  your,  pocket. 
Where  were  our  ideas?  why  in  the  hon. 
gent.*s  bill      He  muBt  not  be  understood  to 
mean,  however  Uia^  ^^  clainfiing  these  ide«8 
for  himself  and  his  hon.  ineoiU,  he  would 
•he  willing  to  take  them  auch  as  they  had 
•now  become  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
lately  had  possession   of  them.    The  hon. 
.gent,  had  opade  them  his  ow^i  by  the  maixner 
in  which  he  bad  treated  them.    He  must 
tay  with  the  JRoman  epigrammatist, 

Qnutm  tecitta  mtas  est,  6  fldentine,  libriloa: 
Sed  mate  cum  recius  incipk  ess&tous. 
The  Qpioioo  seemed  to  be^  that  nothing 
,€outd  be^good,  that  was  not  attended  with 
eoQiidforable  inconvenience.  It  was  like 
.the  fancy  of  BQm&  sportsmen,  that  a  gim 
4^d.  AAt  Cftcjy  i^jfihpt  woU^.if  U  did.  not 


'  kick  a  rm1e,-*Kiid  not  oidEe  itself  fek  ^ptm 
the  shoulder.  The  hon.  gentlemen  oooUl 
not  persuade  themselves,  that  <Beans  might 
bR  at  once  both  easy  and  efficacious.  Their 
notions  were  those  of  the  countryman  who 
came  to  London  to  have  his  tooih  draWa-: 
when  the  operation  had  been  performed  with 
great  ease  and  address,  and  he  was  called 
upon  to  pay  half-a-guinea, — half^<rgutnea» 
says  he  !  why,  in  our  town,  for  a  ^oarter  mi  . 
the  money  I  have  been  ^uUed  found  the 
room.  He  wished  the  hon.  gendemeo  did 
not  despise  so  much  plans  which  p[)^ht 
otherwise  be  gpodi  noerely  because  lh<y  did 
not  happen  to  be  of  great  show  and  balk, 
did  not  form  a  jastum  volumen.  It  was  as 
possible  for  a  measure  of  little  display  and 
parade  to  be  worth  something,  as  it  was  for 
one  of  a, contrary  description  Xo  he  |«ood  £»r 
nothing.  .  Of  the  latter  positkxi  the  ^taokt 
bill  would  probably  fumi^  an  example. 
Nothing  was  ever  worse  calculated  to  ^aa- 
swer  its  purpose,  in  whatever  view  it  was 
considered.  As  operating  upon  the  militaay 
spirit  of  the  country,  its  effect  would  iie 
that  of  wet  sand  upon  a  ^e.  I^otbuig 
could  be  devized  more  injurixMis  to  tihe  real 
military  feeling  of  a  cooatry  than  a  geeat 
home  army.  To  separafte  milhary  dhShic* 
tion  from  danger,  was  the  «veiyTeDeipt  wiwch 
any  one  woukL  recommend  who  wished  to 
enfeeble  and  relaK  the  resect  §^  lor  the 
profession  aad  <;diaracter  of  a  aoidier.  Bat 
setting  aside  these  more  .general  ooostdeni* 
tions,  and  viewing  the  measore  merely  with 
reference  4d  its  more  direct  objects,  and  as 
a  m^ns  of  obtaining  men.  It  was  in  hit  opi- 
nion hardly  less  objectionable.  The  paU^ 
the  population  of  the  eauntcy  who  couklisiB 
induced  at  all  to  engage  in  military  life, 
might  be  distiafuish^  into  three  classes^ 
vi».  those  who  would  enter  into  a  miHtia  or 
home-army,  if  such  existed,  lMt,wn«hl  in 
4K>  case  be  prevailed  «pon  to  engage*  &r  ge- 
neral service ;  ^ase  who  woaldrengaige  dbr 
general  ^ruice,  were  theappa-tunity^ysKiFord* 
ed  them,  but  wonld  otherwise  not  cnt^.tt 
all ;  ia  class  les3iiame£oua4>rohably4iian  the 
tormer,  bat  by  no  meaas  ^linleas  was 
commonly  supposed;,  aad  thirdly,  tliase  who 
'being  bent  at all  eveots  u^pon  a 'military  lrfe» 
Wfkuid  enter  as  soldiers  m  one  way  lor  another, 
iB/to  the^rogakrareaiy,  if^therewore  no  oiher 
species  of  force,  or  among  the  troops  foe 
home  service,  if  th^rcwere  no  auch  i^iog 
as  a  regular  army.  Itrwasnot  meant  to  be 
contended,  that  by  having : a  force  .of.  bo^ 
descriptions,  more^men  woald  not  be  gtiiaed 
ihm  if  the  choice  were  Jiqaited  to  e^stber 
service  separately,  This^  must  of  neee^^slty 
i»M>i  ifBAQ^twcAe/ottad  itsflcr  each^f  the 
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diMtfs  above  fnanierated  But  the  ques- 
tion was,  in  which  way  would  more  men 
be  gained  CSo  the  regular  army  ?  And  here 
it  was  evidf  fHy  that  in  the  frrtit  instance  the 
•com(>arison  was  wholly  agaibsl  us.  Those 
who  would  eogafge  lor  rrgolar  service,  and 
in  no  other,  we  should  ha%e  on  either  sop- , 
poMtion.  Those  whom  nothing  coold  in* 
doce  to  engage  in  regular  service,  we  most 
with  respect  to  the  regular  service  be  de- 
prived of  on  either  suppo»ition.  But  of 
those  who  hiring  determined  to  become  sol- 
diers, would  at  all  f.wttiU  engage  in  one  ser* 
vice,  whatever  that  mi^ht  be,  were  the 
other  not  offered  to  their  choite,  all  who 
would  now  engage  in  home  service,  of 
.whom  the  number  cook)  not  be  consiidercd 
m  sorall,  would  be  so  much  clear  loss.  While 
we  gained  in  number  of  men,  we  should 
hMe  in  number  of  real  soldiers.  This  was 
tfrictly  the  result  of  the  comparison  of  the  two 
a»es,  namely,  that  of  otur  having  a  regular 
Vfmf  QtAjt  or  a  regulur  army  combined  with 
sncb  a  one  as  was  now  propo«ed>—- with  re- 
speict  to  all  those  who  should  enter  at  any 
one  time.  All  the  men  who  should  so  enter 
most  be  ioKmd  in  ooe  or  other  of  the  classes 
above  enumerated^  But  he  would  not  dis- 
semble, meaning  to  argue  the  qoestion  per- 
kily fairly,  that  a  farther  advantage  was 
|iropo8ed  by  this  plan,  namely,  that  of 
chan^ng  one  of  these  classes  gradually  into 
another^  and  of  cooveriiog  those  who  ori- 
ginally would  have  consented  only  to  serve 
ae  home  into  persons  who  would  engage  for 
general  service.  By  tempting  them  into  the 
»rmy  at  filrst  upon  easier  terms,  It  was 
thought  that  habit  would  do  the  rest,  and 
that  they  would  be  led  finally  to  engage 
their  services  to  the  full  extent  required. 
This,  undoubtedly;  in  many  instances  Would 
happen,  though  less  generally  probably  than 
tieemed  to  be  supposed  ^  btcaose  it  must  not 
be  inferred,  that  those  who  might  be  in- 
-duced  toeiitend  their  term  would  necessarily 
be  inclined  to  change  their  service.  But 
against  this  number,  whatever  it  .might  be, 
mmi  beset  off,  in  whole  or  in  part,  those, 
who  being  originalljr  decided  against  general 
service  might,  by  degrees>  have  been  led  to 
engage  in  it,  if  a  service  of  another  kind 
had  npt  interposed  to  intercept  their  incli- 
nations, and  tinally  te  fix  their  choice  for 
bome-service  only.  At  all  events,  lie  must 
enter  his  protest  against  the  conclusion*,  that 
all  who  entered  into-  the  army  from  the 
army  of  reserve.  Were  ptrsom  wbomr  the  ^ 
army  of  reserve  had .  been  the  means  of 
procuring.  Ko  inference  could  be  so  com- 
pletely false.  If  the  bouiSEtiea  ha4  beea  ai** 
^t)ged»  aa  every  ette  matt  have  expected   . 


that  they  Would,  namely,  so  that  the  bomi« 
ty  lor  the  army  of  reserve,  joined  to  that  for 
removing  from  thence  into  the  regular  army, 
should  have  been  equal,  or  somewhat  in- 
ferior to  that  which' was  given  for  eateiing 
into  the  line  at  once,  there  might  have  been 
some  ground,  though  far  from  a  conclusive 
one,  for  that  argument.  But  in  the 
present  case,  where  more  was  to  be  got  by 
entering  the  army  through  the  chedium  of 
the  army  of  reserve  than  by  enlisting  a«  a 
soldier  at  once,  nothing  but  complete  ig- 
norance or  thoughtlessness  could  prevent 
men  from  taking  that  course.  Who  would 
noi  be  willing  to  make  that  little  circoit  for 
the  sake  of  that  additional  advantage  ?  Men 
for  ever  went  out  of  their  way  for  the  sake 
of  a  turnpike  where  they  were  to  pay :  but 
here,  with  the  isddition  of  a  safer  and  easier 
road,  was  a  turnpike  at  which  they  were  to 
be  paid !  It  would  be  odd,  indeed,  if  this  was 
not  the  route  most  frequented.  Were  it 
not  so,  the  only  possible  reason  which  would 
be  assigned,  was  one  which  would  sound 
odd  in  the  mouths  of  those,  who  supported 
this  bill,  namely,  that  so  strong  was  the 
preference  for  the  regular  army,  that  even 
superior  profits  could  not  induce  men,  though 
only  for  a  short  time,  to  enter  into  any  other 
species  of  service.  How  this  came  to  be 
so  settled,  it  was  hardly  possible  to  conj> 
ceivc.  It  would  really  seem,  as  if  it  were 
done  with  a  view  to  blinding  the  public  as 
to  the  ed'ect  of  the  measure.  All  that  came 
from  the  army  of  reserve,  it  was  meant  to 
'state,  he  supposed,  in  evidence  of  the  benefit 
of  this  system :  and  as  it  was  plain  that 
nothing  could  go  out  of  the  army  of  ceserve 
that  had  not  t>een  previously  in  it,  the 
more  was  drawn  into  that  repository,  the 
•greater  might  seem  the  advantages  that  had 
been  derived  from  it.  They  bribed  men 
into  the  army  of  reserve,  in  order  that  more 
might  be  seen  to  come  out  it.  They  offered 
a  premium  to  those  who  should  (a^e  this 
circuitous. course,  and  thereby  defraud,  in 
tlie  very  first  instance,  the  very  service 
that  was  proposed  to  be  the  great  object  d£ 
the  measure.  He  was  glad  to  make  these 
observations  beforehand,  that  tbey  might  noft 
be  thought  hereafter  to  be  contrived  tor  tbe 
occasion,  when  they  should  be  told  tri- 
umphantly of  the  great  nunober  of  men  that 
had  entered  from  the  Btmy  of  reserve 
These  were  among  the  reasons,  wliy  he 
thought  the  measure  not  likely  to  be  very 
effectual  fdr  its  purpose.  But  a  learned 
gent,  (the  attorney  general)  bad  discovered, 
that  if  the  meatiure  was  hkely  to  be  joef- 
^ient,  it  could  not  conshtently  be  accused, 
at  the  same  time^  of  being  vexatious.    Foe 
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his  part,  nothing  seemed  more  intelligible, 
than  that  these  two  properties  should  go 
together.  This  house  was  certaiu[y  of  ihat 
opinion,  when  according  to  a  well  known 
formula^  its  cotumittecs  were  directed  to  find 
whether  the  petition  referred  to  them  had 
not  btea/rivoious  and  vexatious.  Here  the 
cpnditioas  were  not  only  compatible,  but 
tb^  one  was  commonly^i  consequence  of  the 
oihe.r.  There  was  otten  no  better  way  to 
show  a  cause  to  be  vexatiouit,  than  to  show 
that  it  was  frivolous.  In  the  present  in* 
stance,  the  inference  held  both  ways.  Not 
only  might  the  present  measure  justly  be 
describt^d  as  having  both  the  one  and  the 
other  of  the  properties  in  <iuestion,  but  they 
were  dependent  nluiually  on  each  other; 
the  measure  was  vexatioos  because  it  was 
frivolous,  and  frivolpus  because  it  was  vex- 
atious. The  former  position  was  ea^ify  iu- 
telligible  ;  and  the  latter  would  be  so  upon 
a  liiile  reflexion,  when  it  was  considered 
how  much  of  the  eflftct  of  any  law.  depend- 
ed upon  the  reception  which  it  met  with  in 
the  public  feeiiag.  Of  this  a  striking  proof 
was  to  be  found  in  the  army  of  reserve  bill. 
That  measure  was  actually  brought  to  'a 
siand  by  the  growing-  repugnance  of  the 
country  to  submit  to  its  further  progress. 
It  was  not  that  the  country  wa*  absolutely 
exhausted  :  that  men  were  literally  no  longer 
to  be  had.  If  tliat  had  been  the  ca^e,  what 
Would  become  of  our  present  hopes  ?  It 
was  that  the  sense  of  the  country  rose  so 
strongly  against  the  vexation  and  inconve- 
nience  of  the  meaioire,  that  the  execution  of 
It  could  no  longer  go  on.  The  same  fate 
might  well  be  apprehended  for  the  present 
bill.  The  feeling  of  its  vexatiousness,  and 
the  conviction  of  its  inttfipiency,  would 
soon  arm  the  public  mind  against  it.  Among 
its  numerous  evils,  one  was  the  encourage- 
cnent  it  would  give  to  the  system  of  crimp- 
ing. To  call  for  recruiting  firom  church- 
wardens and  overseers,  was  to  lay  down  the 
rule  that  the  business  nmst  be  done  by  de> 
puty ',  and  who  would  the  deputies  of  the 
church-warden^  and  overseers  be  but 
crimps  ?  This  was  a  further  proof  of  the 
effect  of  the  bdl,  not  only  in  producing  evils, 
but  evils  the  very  same  with  those  which  it 
.aflected  lo  cure, — consequences  the  very  op- 
posite of  those  which  it  professed  to  have 
in  view.  It  was  to  get  men  for  the  rcgplar 
army:  it  began,  at  least,  by  drawing  men 
away  from  the  regular  army.  It  was  to 
abolish  crimping  i  the  effect  could  hardly 
fail  to  be  a  g«eat  incrcdse  of  the  practice  of 
crimping.  It  was  to  lower  bounties :  it 
might  not,  to  be  sure,  carry  the  bounties 
quite  to  the  exhorbitant  amount  to  which 
Vol,  II. 


they  bad  risen  under  the  quota  and  army 
of  reserve  bills,  but  it  established  bopmieji 
higher  than  had  ever  before  been  given  by 
government,  and  which  Would,  moreover, 
be  increased  in  practice  beyond  tlie  sums  at 
which  they  were  establiihed.  This  was 
probably 'the  only  fruit  that  we  should  de- 
ri  ve  from  the  measure.  The  parishes  would 
get  no  men ;  but  they  would  completely 
establish  a  rate  of  bounty  which  we  should 
enjoy  for  ever  after.  It  was  the  sumnium 
latroj^s,  the  thief  *«  dream  :  we  thought  to 
have  men,  and  we  should  find  nothing  but 
expense :  we  caught  at  a  pnrse,  and  we 
grasped  a  haher. -Other  evils  there  were 
of  a  subordinate  kind,  and  »ome  of  them  of 
such  a  nature,  that  the  sense  bt  the  evil  was 
Jo^t',  in  a  great  measure,  in  the  ridicuk. 
The  whole  functions  of  life  were  so  con- 
founded and  blended  in  this  curious  systen), 
that  while  half  of  our  lawyers  were  hecom^ 
ing  soldiers,  all  our  soldiers  must  bf'come 
lawyers.  One  of  otK  principal  geneials  had 
been  for  some  time  past  the  attorney  gene- 
ral. Instead  of  sending  our  young  men  to 
join  their  regiments,  immediately  iipon  their 
removal  from  the  college  at  Wycooibe,  we 
should  give  the<ii  the  run  of  a  few  months 
at  one  of  the  inns  of  court  ;  that  they  might 
take  in  their  law,  aiid  be  instructed  in  their 
profession  under  the  various  heads  of  ser- 
vice, of  quarter  sessions,  meetings  of  ceputy 
lieutenants,  and  correspondences  with  pa- 
rish-i>fficcrs.  Burn's  Justice  and  the  Church- 
warden's Fade  ptecum,  would  be  as  necc«- 
sary  to  youjig  officers  as  the  Field  Engineer, 
or  AJjuiani«  Assistant,  or  any  of  the  ele- 
mentary treatises,  to  which  their  studies  had 
hitherto  been  couhned.  Great  pains  had 
been  taken  to  compare  (his  measure  with 
the  army  of  reserve,  sometimes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assuming  the  merits  of  that  m^'a>urf, 
at  other  times  for  the  sake  of  an  advantageous 
contrast.  Hut  no  rompariiion  could  be  mitde 
between  them.  They  stood  on  entirely  dis- 
tinct grounds.  No  greater  distinction  need 
be  sought,  than  that  the  oi'e  was  temporary, 
the  other  permanent.  If  such  was  the  dis- 
tinction between  this  and  the  army  of  re- 
serve, a  difference  not  less  marked,  wc.uld 
be  found  between  the  measure  in  its  pre>ent 
shape  and  that  in  which  it  appeared,  when 
it  was  first  annoonced,  and  when  tl>e  ballot 
was  included  in  it.  It  seemed  as  if  being 
a  military  measure,  gemlcmen  thought  it 
fair  to  empl»»y  it  for  the  purpose  of  a  stra- 
tagem of  war.  Tliry  had  th^refc  re  used  it 
a&  a  masked  batteiy,  and  htUl  Inrth  the  idea 
of  the  ballot,  which  they  altervards  wiil>- 
drew,  to  bring  forward  the  real  attack  of 
fines  and  penalties. -—The  rt.  Loo.  gent,  coq- 
3  0 
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eluded  with  expressiDg  a  hope,  that  a  mea- 
siare  so  destructive  and  ruinous  wouldi  be 
reconsidered. 

The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchtqiter,  in  c»- 
pta^aliooy  declared  that  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
spoke  in  a  total  misapprehension  of  the 
^an,  which  he  had  on  a  former  occasion 
oetailed  to  the  house.  Notwithstanding  aU 
the  wit,  huooour^  and  sarcasm,  as  well  as 
invective,  with  which  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  op- 
posed this  measure,  it  was  the  very  same  in 
principle  which  he  had  before  stated  to  the 
liouse.  He  would  assert  that  he  had  ex- 
jresslj  proposed  recruiting  by  parishes. 

Mr.  Fox  asserted  that  there  was  as  much 
difTerence  in  the  application  of  the  principle 
•a  described  in  the  rt.  l^on.  gent*9.  outline,  and 
as  contained  in  this  bill,  as  there  was  between 
light  and  darkness. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  repeated 
his  former  opinion  as  to  the  parishes. 

Mr.  fbx  pointed  out  the  ditference  he  be- 
fore alluded  to,  between  the  first  proposition 
of  the  xt.  hon.  genf.  and  the  present  bill,  as 
in  the  one  case  the  recroits  were  to  be  raised 
by  the  parish  foi;-the.  pari^,  whereas  by  this 
bill  they  were  to  be  raised  by  the  parish  for 
the  ppblie. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  rose  to  address  the 
hoQffe  ][  but  the.queetiqo  b6ing  loudly  trailed 
for,  it  was  put  accordingly,  and  the  bill  was, 
•without  a  division,  read  a  third  aime  and 
passed. — Adjourned.  • 


>IOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Jfedn£sd(/y,  June  20. 

•  [MiiruTBs.J-T-Mr.  Tighe*s  divorce  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  atid  was  ordered 
to  be  reported.— The  Aylesbury  election  bill, 
after  a  few  words  from  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, who  characterised  it  as  unjust,  illegal, 
and  unconstitutional,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. — llie  additional  force  bill,  and 
several  other  bills,  were  brought  t^^  froni 
the  Commons,  and  read  a  first^Viilie.— On 
the  additional  force  bill  being  read,  Lord 
Camden  moved,  that  it  be  printed,  with 
the  view,  shodld  printed  copies  be  on  the 
table  of  the  house  on  Friday,  of  it's  being 
rtad  a  second  time  on  Monday.  — Their 
lordshFps  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be 
summoned  for  Monday* — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
JFednesdayt  Jwie  20. 

[Minutes.]— A  new  writ  was  ordered 
to  be  ij.?ued  for  the  election  of  a  member  to 
*ervo  in  parliament  for  Brldgewater,  in  the 
rotnu  «f  Jtffcryii  Ai^n,  Es<j.  wbp  lias  ac- 


cepted the  Cli^ltem  Hondreds.— Mr.  Alex- 
ander brought  up  tho  report  ^f  the  coraf- 
mittee  on  the  Irish  linen  manufacture  regu- 
lation bill.  Ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to  morrow.-^The  Scotch  additional  defence 
bill  was  recommitted,  several  amendments 
made,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  rec^eived 
tomorrow. — The  bill  *o  prevent  Ac  coun'- 
terfeiting  of  dollars  and  tokens  was  brought 
op,  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Friday  next^  and  to  be 
printed. 

[SoLWAY.  Fisheries  Bill.]— Sir  WiK 
liam  PuUeney  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  ^he  SolWay  fisheries 
bill.    On  the  question  being  pot,. 

Gen.  Gascnyne  opposed  it  on  the  grotmds 
that  it  was  a  gross  atuck  on  private  pro- 
perty. A  gent,  who  had  made  a  fortune  bf 
his  own  industry,  purchased  the  estate  where 
this  fishery  lay  from  the  noble  family  of 
Anandale.  While  it  was  in  the  possession 
of  that  family,  this  question  liad  never  been 
thought  of.  After  some  other  observatic^ns, 
he  concluded  by  contending  that  thia  was 
a  point  for  a  court  of  law  to  decide,  and  not 
for  parliament.  1  be  loss  of  the  private 
property  could  not  in  this  bill  be  made  tip 
by  a  compensation,  as  no  such  thing  was 
claimed  in  the  preamble. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  per* 
fcctly  competent  to  a  committee  to  leavcA 
dause  for  compensation,  whether  any  thin^ 
of  that  sort  was  clainaed  in  the  preamble  oir 
not. 

Sir  W,  Pulteney  contended,  in  opposition 
to  the  major  general,  that  no  private  pro- 
perty was  here  invaded.  The  method  of 
fishing  practised  by  the  gent,  alluded  to,  was 
illegal,  and  ought,  for  the  good  of  the 
neighbouring  country,  to  be  put-  an  end  to. 
He  lK5ped,  therefore,  the  house  would  ftirly 
consider  the  question,  and  not  be  carried 
away  by  the  loudness  of  the  major  generafi 
voice. 

Mr.  Uarst  maintained  .the  necessity 
of  going  into  the  committee,  in  order  to 
-enable  the  house  to  form  a  proper  judg- 
ment of  the  merits  of  tlie  question,  89  the 
two  hon  gent:  who  had  just- spoken  dfffered 
so  widely,  that  a  committee  to  take  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  was  the  only  means 
of  coming  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  Crctvey  thought  the  cotirt  of  session 
tsery  way  comprient  to  give  redress,  if  any 
was  Bece5>aiy.  He  thought  the  hon.  bart. 
had  not  nia(teoot  his  case,  for  private  propei:- 
ty  was  certainly  injured  by  this  bill.  If  the 
fishery  in  question  was  destioyed,  some  of 
the  fish  might  come  into  the  nets  of  the  hob. 
bart.,  but  tlic  conntry  would  be  nching  ibe     ' 
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better  for  5r,  for  the  hoti.  bAft.  >^oUld  not 
sA\  theii)  ch(!a|>6r-thafl  others  Mbold  do. 
He  th«r«fore  moved,  as  at)  dmeodolent, 
that  the  bill'  be  read  a  secofiid  time  tbi«f  day 
S  months.^The  bo»8«  theti  divided  oq  the 
qaestion,  tbftt  the  bill  be  ncfV  redd  a  secbnd 
t«»e,  when  therft  appeared,  for  the  bill  36, 
against  ^U  74.  Tbift  bill  WA^  colMeqQently 
Idst  by  a  flaajorlty  of  iS, 

[Irish  BtJ d© ex.] —Tfee  .house  having 
rfeMlved  itself  into  A  commit tde  of  ways 
and  meafis,  Mr.  Alexander  m  the  chair, 

.  Mr.  foster^  pursoafit  to  Ims  iiotico,  rodb'to 
call  the  altelitiofi  of  die  comnaUtee  to  the 
state  of  tiie  finances  of  Itdit^fi^,  t^  to  the 
rtMiedies  fvt  proposed  to  recomOM^nd  for  the 
deficiencksd  existing  therein.  It  h^ki  fallen 
td  hist  lot  iA  tbe  ht«  pbr(iatt»€i&t  to  represent 
to  the  house  tkai  the  revenues  of  that  coun- 
try W6te  in  a  rapidly  decAytdg  and  d^neaslng 
stai^,  dnd  be  had  on  that  occasion  prognos- 
tiC2<ted  that  they  would  rtot  become  better. 
Bxp^erienco  hds  V($rified  tlie  prediction  $  for 
s6  ftr  from  being  bettet,  they  were  aiirtuafWy 
in  a  w^rse  state,  as  would  if^pdar  from  a 
stdtement  of  fbe  amount  of  the  Itish  d^bt 
at  different  periods.  Iri  thb  yeer  1 793, 
tb^  i^arional  debt  xA  Ireland  amoiitfted  tb 
2r,400,'000l. ;  in  1800,  t5ie  year  befote  the 
Uttion,  it  amounted  to  25,000  0001.  j  lait 
y%&r  to  43,000,0301.  and  o,50O,OOOl.  J^ad 
been  added  to  it  in  the  course  of  thfs  present 
year,  which  oftade  it  n*afly  53,00©.Oobl.  if 
England  was  to  iiicreiUe  her  debt  in  propor- 
tion to  that  stim,  socordito|^  to  the  settTed 
rales  of  duties  in  ea<jh  Cbitntry,  the  §wtt  of 
tl«w:  increase  Would  dm'ount  to  64,O00,0tXM. 
Bat  it  was  evident  that  England  did  not  in- 
cl-etf^e  her  debt  this  year  \o  any  such  amount. 
If  tlie  dee  proportion,  therefore,  was  not 
\iept  n^,  and  if  Ireland  continued  to  accu- 
molate  «l  WiYit^h  larger  debt  tbatt  s^  shouM 
d&,  according  to  thernw  of  debt  sk?cam6l^e> 
^  io  England,  it  Was  p^aito  that  the  fbrtner 
^©ountry  was  geing  upon  a  ^yistem  wholly 
mlnolfs ',  and  one  which  it  ri^^qifki^ed'  th^ 
\^hole  energy  df  ptt*so«s  ebttnfect<ki  wifh 
Ircknd  to  put «  4top  to.  PaHiattachl  Ai^bi 
propose  an  eq^Sfelie^tf 6n  ef^ax^,  «tfd  a  cftn- 
8dlitlk»ion  of  the  aedtsutitsfMf  both  co^rries ;' 

rin  the  prog^esfe'  irel*^d  'WfenW  *  b'fc  fooM 
be  increft^ui^  her  bttrd^s'  te  bftyorid' 
wh*t  Great  Britain  itidpei^ed^  Ift^rs.  Afid 
thd  Worst  dit^uiBStdnceof  all  thst^b^ng^d' 
t^this  rnlntttfs  isysteta  W8^>  th^^f  fhe  geM:  oT 
Irehihd  Wtf^  borrdVvii>i^>  ttabbey  dtit  bf  the' 
<*untry;  ^M  by  fh*t  tmeftfrs,  not'  only 
(»^a|ed  absebt«e  delfts,  «nd  absentee  taxes, 
btit  was  ^tttJihfSaet^Ai',  fey  all  rbe'  rtieWns  rfie 
IRftsrtSfed,  (Jfinartm^iigfterex^tV,  iud  di- 


to  raise  money,  by^lbahsln  G.  Britain,  every' 
exertioa  towards  accomplishinig  these  great ' 
causes  of  national  wealth  was  taken  away. 
But  the  debt  so  raised,  had  a  still  worie 
tendency  j  it  had  the  effect  of  dimimshi6^ 
that  revenue,    that  should   pay  the  inte- 
rest of  it.     Ireland  Wa^  in  as  bad  a  stat6^' 
With  regard  to  het  revenues,  a^  he^  debt..' 
It  was  also  an  effrct  of  the  inerease  of  ihe' 
debt,  that  the  ordinary  revenues  to. pay  t(v6' 
interest  of  it  were  on  the  decline.     In  tKe 
year  1800,  the  amount  of  ihe  ordinary  re-, 
veriue  was  2,80O,0OGfl.  AVhcn  the  debt  Vas 
but  25,000,0001. 5  last  year  the  revenue  was. 
2,789,0001.,  l6,000l.  less  than  the  year  be- 
fore the  union,  and  the  debt  of  Ireland  wa$ 
at  present  53,t>OCI,O0Ol.     Btrf  assuming  the 
net  produce  of  the  ordinary,  rerentie  a% 
2,800,0001.,   the*  amount    of  interest    and 
charges    to    be    defrayed    thereout    was* 
2,500  tXK)!.,  so  that  scarcely  ^C)6,OiOOl.wOT!f!<I 
remain  to  be  applied  to  the  joint  charge  of 
the  empire,  the  proportion  of  which  lha?t' 
had  fallen  upon  Ireland  in  the  present  year 
had  amounted  to  4,000,0d01.     But  the  pros- 
pect was  even  worse,  for  it  appeared  that 
the  revenue  had  decreased  since  Jan.  in  the 
propoHio^  of  from  2  to  3O0,O0Ol. ;  and  if  it 
were  Io  contitiue  to  diminish  in  the  same 
ratio  to  the  end  of  the  year,  there  would' 
remain  nofhitig  for  the  joint  charge,   and 
Ireland  would  be,  in  that  respect,  as  a  blank 
sheet  of  paper.     If  such  were  the  situation 
of  the  country,  as  tb  its  finawcts,  he  put  it 
tb  the  representatives  of   Ireland,   all   of 
whom,  now  in  Londdn,  he  vtras  happy  to  see 
in  their  places,  whether  the  best  and  fairest 
modd  would  not  be  to  look  these  difficulties 
in  the  face,  and  to  endezlvaur  to  raise  a  re- 
venue, without  opptessing  trade  or  manu- 
f^cfures,  so  as  i6  keep  pace  with,  he  shootd 
not  say,  the  sister  country,,  but  with  this' 
part  of  their  country.    The  first  means  of 
a'S^ils^irig  the  revenue  woold  depend   upon' 
the  e^ertiohs  of  the  gentlenien  of  Ireland  to* 
pwverit  private  diistitl'efieS ;   the  effect  of 
which  wodld  be  to  augmeo'^  the  ret^^enue,  sS 
fhat  whoever  riiight  be  ffie  future  dhantellt)^ 
of  the  exche<iueT  st     "^ 
ceSsity  of  resorting 
properties.     The  j 
!  op^rstion  of  the.  g< 
Was  ti^ident  ffdtn  tl 
reidltcdfrbm  itj  w 
tSion  he  had  himself 
sing  the  revenue  t 
consequence,  no  ad 
the  debt  of  Ireland 
firist  yfear'of  last  wa 
the  exertions  of  g 
creates  revimiif'fbr 
3  C  2 
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\«hatercr  tatcs  should  be  necessary  for  the  • 
si^pport  of  the  war  would  be  the  subject  for 
future  coDsideration.  The  incidents  over 
and  sbove  salnries  and  pensions,  in  IbQO, 
amounted  to  i06,000l.  and  the  last  year  to 
l^.OOQl.  The  rcvenoc  bad  been  collected 
ia  180p  for  }0l.  per  cent  ;  last  year  the 
e%pen<e  of  collection,  was  131.  per  cefir.; 
the  abuses  in  the  collection  therefore  de- 
served attention.— Another  point  that  called 
for  serious  consideration  was,. the  amount  of 
the  balances  vn  the  ba^ds  of  the  collectors. 
IJere  on  the  immense  revenue  of  England 
ttiere  had  been  a  balapce  only  of  30  0001. 
in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  last  year, 
n^'hereas  the  balances  in  Ireland  were  nearly 
0OO,OOOjl.*  In  1603  they  were  46(),000l. ; 
ia  18041  505^0001. ;  and  this  in  the  hands 
of  collectors  now  in  oflfice.  What  was  in 
a^rre^r  fro(n  collectors  retired  or  deceased 
amounted  to  120,0001.,  all  (o  b^  sued  for  by 
law,  and  of  doubiful  recovery.  The  balance 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  stamp  collectors  was 
80,00Ql. ;  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties 
QO  stamps  was  only  182>G00l.,  though  the 
stamp^ofbce  was  in  Dublin,  and  the  money 
was  paid  there.  The  balance  in  the  hands, 
of  the  postmasters-general  was  in  1003,, 
ld,000l.  5  thi^  year  22,9001  5  though  the 
whole  post-office  revenue  was  only  25,0001. 
^he  means  he  proposed  for  aiding  the  re- 
venue w^re  three  J  Ist,  the  assistance  of 
the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  in  the  collection  of 
the  rpvepoe  ;  2d,  a  Reform  in  the  coUectiop^ 
and  3d,  a  decrease  of  expense,  which  last 
i^ould  depend  o|}  the  govt  here,  and  the  rt. 
hon.  the  chai^pcllor  of  the  exclicquer  near 
him.  He  meant  to  give  notice  on  $ome  fu- 
ture day,  of  a  moiion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
4  bill  to  appoint,  commissioners,  as  in  tins 
country,  to  inquire  into  all  offices,  and  un- 
til th^n,  he  should  forbear  all  com  merit  on 
the  subject.  .He  should  now,  with  leave  of. 
tie  conomittee*  proceed  tq  state  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the.  taxes,  he  inpapt  tp  rer 
CQmmendj»  which  would  affect  those  large 
articles  of  ipipprt  and  inland  commerce^ 
which  were  cnarged  wi^h  a  lower  dpty  in 
Ireland  than  in  this  country,  but  he  did  not 
mean  to  raise,  the  d^ty  tq  the  full  of  its 
ampunt  in  this  qopntry.— ^he  first,  article 
he.prnpofed,  to  place  an  additiop^l  duty  on^ 
"fr^  wine.  The  duty  on  french  wipes  bp 
proposed  to  raise  per  ton,  top^l.  00  port,, 
b^\.  on  madeira,  70I,  on  rhenish,  '60I.  all 
others*  0Ol.  being,  an  addition  ^  ^1^1.  on 
FrVnch  wiiie,  201.  on  port,  l6\,  /s.  on  ma- 
deira, 221.9s.  4.  on  rhenibh,  an4  of  24l. 
per  |gn  op  aU  ptlier  wines  ;  this  on  the 
average  of  7  y^ar^,  ^ould, produce  lO9,p0Ql. 
rrThe  nex^  V^clc  was  .majt^  the  duty  on 


which  be  propoied  to  raise  from  7«.  7d.  per 
barrel  to  Os.  being  a  rise  of  is.  5d.  which 
would  produce  63.7501.  He  proposed  to 
double  the  existing  duties  on  tea,  which 
would  make  the  whole  or}  black  teas  5lL 
per  cent.  -,  and  on  the  finer  sorts  84l.  148. 
and  would  produce  180,0001.  The  duty  oq  • 
tobacco  was  to  be**  further  raised  from  , 
Is.  l|d.  per  lb.  to  la.  5d.  which,  on  an 
average  of  three  years,  would  produce 
112,0001.  The  duty  on  home  made  spirits  r 
now  3s.  9|d.  per  gallon,  was  to  be  raised  to 
4s.  which  would  yield  4 1, OOOl.  Thedi^y 
on  raw  and  refined  sugarwas  to  be  equalised 
as  in  this  country,  the  effect  of  which, 
would  be  to  yield  an  additional  revenue  on 
the  former  of  35,000l.  on  the  latter  3,300l. 
AU  affidavits  sworn  before  magistrates  wefe 
subject  to  a  stamp  duty,  except  those  re- 
lating to  grand  jury  presentments  for  roads,  ^ 
and  for  charities ;  he  saw  no  reason  for  the 
exception,  and  therefore  proposed  they«bouId 
also  be  subject  to  the  stamp  doty.  Perojita  ^ 
also,  for  exciseable  goods  were  to  bear  a 
stamp>  to  vary  between  2d.  and  Is.  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  the  article.  The 
duty  of  61.  per  cent,  on  retail  importers  was 
to  be  revived,  which  would  yield  8,000l.  - 
The  next  and  last  duty  he  had  to  propose 
would  not  only  assist  the  revenue,  but  have 
other  beneficial  effects,  in  familiarising  the 
Irish  people  to  the  English  currency,  prepa- 
ratory to  some  measure  for  assimilating  tha 
the  c?urrency,  of  both  countries.  The  duty 
was  to  arise  frorti  making  the  whole  of  the  ■ 
revenues  of  Ireland  payable  in  English  cur- 
renpy,  which  would  yield  29O  OOOl.  making 
with  the  whole  of  the  other  additional  duties^ 
853,COOl.  He  had  some  propositions  tostibmit 
at  a  future  opportunity  to  the  house,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  excise  in  Ireland,  which 

.  ^yould  produce  400,0001.     The  whole  then 
to  be  added  tp  the  revenue  by  actual  duty 
and  regulation,  would  amount  to  l,253,000l« 
He  hopc4  the  Irish  gentlemen  would  bedia^^fc 
^os^d,    in  the  language   of  the  sailor,  to- 
gtve  along  pull,  a  strong  pull,  and  a.  pull- 

'  altogether,  in  order  to  save  the  sinking  ves-' 
fid  of  the  state.    The  Tl.  hon.  gent,  obser- 
ved, that    these  additions    to  tbe  revenue 
would  -npt  press  upon  the  trade  or  mana- 
facturers  of  the  copntry,  nor  hurt  the  fisel-  ^  j 
ings  of  4he  p)iddle   or  lower  rankst— He  -^ 
i^xt  proceeded  to  observe,   that  although, 
tl^e  union  with  Ireland  had  been  now  four • 
years  in  operation  I  and   though  committees' 
had  been  appointed  to  investigate  the  joint, 
accounts  between  the  t^o  cpuntrie^s,  yet  to 
this  hpui"  no  balance  hs^d  been  struck  toshew? 
how  the  countries  had  been   going  on,  Cfr 
whether  Ireland  iijras  paying  mpre  o|  ics^i 
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than  her  qaota  to  tlie  cornraon  expense.  Bar 
though  the  short  remnaot  of  the  session 
might  not  afford  opportunity  to  produce 
any  satisfactory  result  upon  \hU  headf  he 
hoped^  the  conitncudement  ofthe  next,  to 
have  the  accounts  in  such  a  state  of  forward- 
ness as  to  be  able  to  shew  a  clear  statement ; 
and  in  the  interim,  he  toasted,  a  given  time 
in  the  session  would  be  settled,  for  bringing 
forward  the  Irish  business,  so  that  the  mem- 
bers for  that  country  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity and  timely  notice  for  attendance. 
He  then  proceeded  to  move  the  firkt  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cony  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  offer 
the  least  obstacle  to  the  rt.  hon.  gent.'s  pro- 
positions, bat  wished  nevertheless  to  make 
observations  oh  a  few  ofthe  articles  that  had 
been  anbmitted  to  the  house,  and  hoped  he 
would  be  justified  in  doing  so  by  the  obser* 
vations  he  had  to  offer.  If e  was  particu- 
larly anxious  to  justify  the  Irish  govt,  in 
regard  to  their  manner  of  condufiti ng  and 
collecting  the  revenue.  He  did  not  blatne 
the  rt.  hon.  gept.  for  his  anxiety  in  this 
respect,  but  he  insisted  that  powers  sufficient 
did  already  exist  for  better  collecting  the  re- 
venue. They  already  had  the  power,  if 
they  had  the  inclination,  and  even  in  that 
he  thought  the  present  govt,  had  not  failed. 
He  was  the  more  anxious  to  justify  that 
govt,  as  they  were  absent,  and  therefore 
"  unable  to  defend  themselves.  The  arrange- 
n^entsofthe  treasury  of  Ireland  had  bt^en 
eitablished  on  the  precedency  ofthe  treasury 
of  this  country.  ^  He  was  glad  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  had  directed  his 
attention  to  this  object,  as  some  advantages 
might  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  it. 
He  offered  some  reasons  why  the  comoiittee 
had  found  it  impossible  hithecto  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  to  enable  them  to  give 
a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  accounts  be« 
tween  this  country  and  Ireland.  The  ac- 
counts respecting  the  army  particularly  were 
very  complicated  in  their  nature;  a  mode  of 
adjusting  them  had  been  nevertheless  adopted 
which  promised  to  be  successful.  The  rt. 
bon.  gent,  then  went  into  a  discussion  at 
some  length  relating  to  the  expenditure  of 
Ireland  compared  with  her  cootribntion,  and 
gave  a  detail  of  the  supplies  when  he  had 
the  honour  to  introduce  them  to  the  boose.  - 

Mr.  Foster,  in  explaoattoo,  said^  that  the 
rt.   hon.  gent,  had  certainly  done  him  no 
more  than  justice,  when  he  said  that  he  bad^' 
DO  intention  of  throwing  blame  on  any  attest 

Mr.  Cony  rose  to  explain.  He  had 
onutted  to  answer  one  of  the  statements 
of  the  rt.  hon.  gent  ;*  that  in  which 
he    o\>str\edf    that    very    great     balances 


remained  in  the  hand*?  of  collectors.  He 
thought  it  necessary,  in  ju«!tification  of  the 
govt,  of  Ireland,  and  to  remove  a  prejudice 
that  might  otherwise  exist  against  them,  to 
state  how  this  matter  actually  stood.  Larg« 
balances  were  frequently  suffered  to  lie  in 
the  hands  of  collectors  for  the  purpose  of 
convenience,  in  order  the  more  easily  to 
pay  those  detachments  of  the  army  and  vo- 
lunteers that  happened  to  be  stationed  in  the 
districts  where  these  collectors  ware.  And 
it  frequently  happened  that  money  lay  in 
their  hands,  because  ihry  could  not  get  good 
bills  to  transmit  it  to  govt.;  and  govt,  was 
oftOn  obliged  to  send  messengers  on  purpose 
for  the  money. 

•Mr.  Francis  snxd,  he  was  by  no  means  sa- 
tisfied with  the  account  ofthe  b'^iances  given 
by  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  The 
rt.  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Foster)  had  re- 
presented the  balances  being  left  in  the  hands 
ofthe  collectors,  as  an  abuse;  the  rt.  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last,  said  these  balances 
were  left  in  their  hand^  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  ittny  and  volunteers.  He  thought 
there  nvtist  have  been  some  sort  of  misma- 
nagement somewhere.  If  the  govt,  of  Ireland 
was  not  vested  with  sufficient  powers  to  take 
the  balances  out  ofthe  hands  ofthe  collec- 
tors, they  should  have  applied  to  parliament 
to  have  obtained  them.  It  was  a  melancholy 
fact  to  reflect  on,  that  the  whole  of  the  re- 
venue in  Ireland  was  swallowed  op  in  paying 
the  interest  of  the  debt.  He  was  sorry  to 
find  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  had  so  arduous  a  task 
to  .perform,  as  to  raise  taxes  to  such  an 
amount,  when  he  acknowledged  that  the 
trade  of  the  country  had  fallen  off"  to  so 
great  a  degree.  He  assured  him,  however, 
that  he  had  his  best  wishes  for  his  success  in 
the  undertaking. 

Mr.  FbsierMtd,  that  if  the  dlfficuTtiet  at 
present  existing  were  looked  fairly  in  the 
facei  and  properly  met,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  ib^  would  be  overcome. 

Mr.  Dawson  objected  to  that  tax  which 
was  proposed  to  take  place  on  the  registry  of 
freeholds,  as  he  thought  it  would  bear  too  ' 
hardly  on  the  inferior  classes  of  the  people. 
In  respect  to  all  the  other  taxes,  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  him  in  making 
them  efficient.  He  would  also  join  him  in 
his  long  puU,  so  far  as  it  went  to  the  tax  on 
wine,  though  he  waa  afraid  that  the  tas 
might  caustt  the  consumption  to  be  less,  and,- 
in  that  respect,  injure  the  trade. 

Mr.  Fosier  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  as  to 
the  efficiency  of  th?  tax  on  wine,  firora  the 
welUkoowo  predilection  whkh  his  country- 
men,  fVom  the  moisture  of  the  climate,  be 
fuppqaedi  had^or  th^  bottle. 
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•  Sir.  /.  Newport  iaid,  ^tft  as  there  wa6  an 
abfidote  neceentjT  for  raising  tasesv  be  could 
not  see  how  they  could  be  better  propor- 
turned  than  these  were  in  general,  with  the 
exception  of  that  on  tobaoco,  which,  instead 
of  producing  an  increase  of  revenoe>  he 
f^red  wonM  tend  to  diminish  it^  by  the 
great  dpening  and  e^coorageoient  it  would 
gtv&  to  smuggling. 

Mr.  FosUf  stid>  the  observatioii  of  the 
boo.  barl.  was  certainly  very  accurate*  but 
Che  preif  nt  was  to  be  an  excise  aod  uot  an 
idipost  diity. 

Mr.  W.  Pbnsonhy  thonghtthe  present  state 
<^  Ireland  rendered  taxes  absolutely  orees- 
aary,  and  those  proposed  by  the  rt.  bon. 
gent,  were,  perhaps,  as  ohexceptiorrable  a« 
any  that  could  be  resort  to.  He  dould 
bayti  wished,  howeirer,  that  th^  tofrrror 
wifies  hfad  beed  taxed  lower,  and  the  supe- 
rior wines  higher  J  as  the  inferior  wines  wero 
mueb  more  used  in  necessary  consumption, 
as  FB  c&9es  of  sickness,  &c.  than  the  superior, 
^hich  are  mere  articles  of  luxury,  and  used 
by  the  aMueni  only.  He  entertained  the 
sane  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  tax  on 
Idbac^o,  as  had  been  expressed  by  the  bon. 
bart.,  and  feared  it  would  be  etaded  by  an 
anerease  of  smuggling. 

Mr.  Ker  thought  the  tax  on  the  register- 
ing of  freeholds  might  prove  an  injudiciotis 
onCi  aiid  would  fall  heavy  on  the  middling 
and  lower  classes  of  freeholders. 

,  Mr.  Lie  expressed  his  entire  approbation 
of  the  taxes  tiow  proposed.  He  was  co'A* 
vioced  of  the  necessity  fer  adopting  them, 
attd  he  had  onifornaly,  Since  the  imtofi,  called 
on  the  Ijite  chacfcelbr  of  the  cxchfequer  for 
Ir.elan^,  to  cofiate  forward  with  an  increase- 
of  taxes,  instead  of  resorting  to  the  rot  nous 
system  of  loans,  which  had  added  so  llirgely 
to  the  debt,  lind  so  grtfat^  increased  the 
rate  of  exchange^ — ^Tbe  resolutions  were 
tlien  severally  refeid  and  agreed  to.  Tlie 
house  r&iumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered, 
torlje  received  t<>».nioi*row. 

'  fSfcAVBTaADB'.]— Mr  IVilhrfiree  moveA' 
the  ordkr  of  the  day  for  the  further  conside- 
ration of  4  He 'bill  i&t  tlje  abolition;  of  the 
sll^e  ^ad^,  and  for  hearing  of  counsel 
against  the  sa^e;  which  bein-g  read,  he 
said, -as  there  was  then  a  ^ry  t^in  attend- 
ance of  the  house,  and  it  might  be  more  $o, 
he  W04i)d  propo^  to  postpone  this  order  till 
to/ morrow,  When  he  hoped  he  sbuld  be  able 
to  bring  it  on  ^t  en  eafly  hbuf,  and  avoid 
the  disagreeable  detey  Whieh  had  already^- 
carred  by  there  not  being  a  ^tfieicnt  :nura- 
bcr  of  meda^r$  present  tso  proceed  '^ith 
btisfneas. 
General  Gascoi^Ue  h(^fcd  Ae  hon  genu  a 


would  then  positively  pfocM  with  the  bo* 
sioess,  as  it  was  very'  inconvenient  to  ihaiijr 
of  his  constituents,  who  were  come  to  towa 
to  attftid  the  progreu  of  the  bill,  to  have  it 
so  often  postponed.  He  hoped  it  woald 
codoe  on  at  an  early  honr  atao.  If  it  did 
not,  knd  their  attend  nee  should  taiee  place, 
he  would,  however '''great  the  outcry  Wslb 
against  it,  eaforce*  the  order  of  the  lioBse. 

Mr.  IVUberforce  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  naanagement  of  the  bosioess*  tiie  hon. 
general  was  the  last  persoB  he  woold  con<* 
S0U9  thoogh  he  might  be  inclined  tcsccedit 
(o  any  thing  that  could  contribute  to  the 
hon.  general's  personal  codvenience.  He  was, 
'however^  sorpri^  to  heair  tho«e  complaiii 
of  delay,  of  wl^ich  ihey  thdmselves  had  been 
the  cau^e. 

Mt.  W,  Smith  said,  the  fi-iends  of  the 
gallant  officer  had  aldne  protracted  the  bift* 
siness,  t. 

Mr*  Fuller  s^d,  he  hoped  this  bill  woirid 
b^protrdcied  to  another  session.  He  aisn« 
tioned  tliat  there  were  trow  7000  prisoneta 
frbm  the  island  of  St.  Bcmiogo  in  that  of 
Jamaica,  who  were  guarded  by  a  black  re* 
giment.  He  alluded  to  tkt  language  that 
hVd  been  used  bv  (he  blacks  tome  years  past, 
'^  that  Massa  King  Wilbee  was  willing  to 
free  them,  but  that  the  parlimaient  Wbnld 
not  let  him  ;*'  and  when  the  presetvt  state  of 
Jamaica  was  duly  considet^,  he  -t^as  sure  it 
would  be  math  moijre  politic  t6  defer  the 
bill,  than  to  pass  aAd  send  it  out  at  pre<;eAt. 

The  Atidrney  Genenal  though  it  wotild 
be  better  to  pas^  the  bill  al  soon  as  possible, 
and  set  the  mtndS  of  the  blacks  at  rest  at 
once.  They  would  then  See  that  *'  Massa 
Wilbee"  had  every  wish  and  desire  t6  alle- 
viate and  better  their  present  situaftion,  but 
that  he  had  no  iatention  of  eoiabotiMilidg 
them.  Tfaejr  would  know  what  parliamdnc 
really  meant  to  do  in  the  case;  and«  ia  his 
opMiion,  the  sooner  they  knew  it  the  better, 
— The  farther  consideration  of  the  roporti, 
and  Clearing  of  counsel  sl^gaihst  the  bill,  wsre 
then  ordered  for  to-morroW. 

[CoRiJ  Trade  Bi  l  t. l-*-The order  of th^ 
day  being^read  for  the  bouse  to  resolve  itself 
iilto  a  committee  of  the  whole  hoisiSBy  to  take 
irfto  cottsideratioa  the  report  of  the  G0in»» 
niittfee  6n  thfe.  corn  laws,  the  aet  «f  lygi 
was  entered  as  read  pro  forma,  audit  ^a§ 
ordisred  th^t  k  be  an  instruotion  to  theasid 
commitlee  to  take  the  said  adt  itito  consitte- 
r^ii««i.  The  house  theri  went  into  the  cooi>* 
mitjtee.  Sir  C.  Bunbury  in  the  ehair. 

Mr.  Western  said^  the  principal  object  of 
the  committee  in  drawing  up  the  report  ttonr 
to  be  considered  was,  to  make  a&ir  regu* 
Jation  of  .the  gryje*  of  cori^and  |pmo,.beri 
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twettk  the  grower  and  the  coQ^ocntr  in  the 
country)  aod  to  take  care  that  the  inaporta- 
tion  and  exportation  should  be  so  restricted 
m  to  forward  this  desirable  and  important 
purpose.  The  act  of  Ijgi  had  hiiherto 
been  the  sole  regol  at  Ion  in  this  particular; 
but  as  cirenoisiances  alter,  it  was  necessary 
some  change  should  take  place  in  the  laws 
relative  to  this  grand  article.  Since  ihc  year 
1790,  very  great  alterations  indeed  had  taken 
place  in  this  country  in  the  price  of  labour  ; 
the  amount  of  the  poor  rates,  the  price  of 
provisions,  and  many  ot^er  thin^,  which 
could  not  fail  of  operating  very  powerfully 
on  the  farmer,  or  grower  of  corn,  and  made 
it  almost  impossible  for  him  to  raise  and  sell 
it  now  at  the  same  price  at  which  it  was 
raised  at  that  time.  In  order  to  shew  this 
moire  clearly  to  thecommlttoe,  the  hon.  gent, 
stated,  that  since  the  year  1790  the  value  of 
money  had  undergone  a  depreciation  of  13§ 
per  cent,  according  to  the  best  calculation, 
and  that  alone  was  sufficient  to  decide*  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  law:  There  was  also 
a  vast  increase  of  the  poors'  rate,  which  in 
1783  was  at  2,l29,72li.  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  from  that  time  to  179O  he  did 
not  think  it  could  have  inere^d  much  -, 
whereas,  in  ISOil,  it  was  5,l38»O00l.  being 
an  advance  of  3,000^0001.  charged  on  land. 
A  proportionate  increase  had  occurred  in 
«very  other  ariicle  he  had  before  enume- 
rated ',  and  it  was  dear  that  agriailture  could 
cot  be  carried  on  but  at  a  very  gre.U  increase 
of  expense,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
alter  the  regulations  and  restrictions  ot  Uu? 
net  of  1791,  and  to  make  a  new  regulation 
io  the  average  prices  of  England  and  Scot- 
land. He  would  not,  therefore,  trespass 
further  on  the  time  of  the  committee 
than  to  read  and  move  the  resolutions 
of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  He 
then  moved  the  first  resolution,  viz.  "  That 
the  importation  of  foreign  corn  be  regulated 
by  the  average  price  of  corn,  grain,  and 
^our  in  the  twelve  maritime  districts  in  Eng 
land,  and  the  four  maritime  districts  in 
Scotland,'* 

Mr.  Patteson  rose  to  make  «ome  general 
observations  on  the  report.  He  would  lor 
the  convenience  of  the  house  have  acceded 
to  a  proposition  of  thtt  it.  hon.  gent,  over 
the  wny,  (the  Chancf^llor  of  ihc  Rxtht^qutr), 
to  defer  his  remarks  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  bnl  as  the  f^ession  was  so  far  ad- 
vanced, he  WHS  not  sore  of  beiri^  able  to  ad- 
dress the  hoose  at  another  oppcrl unity,  and 
therefore  finding  he  was  in  order  now,  he 
would  proceed.  The  petitions  from  ihe  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  were  not  all  in 
favour   of   the   measures  proposed  by  the 


committee  ;  their  tenor  was  v^oop.  The 
high  price  of  labour  which  the  com^nUtee  Si^ 
much  dwtU  upon,  aro^  from  the  higd  price 
of  provisions ;  from  the  high  bountv  giv^ 
for  entering  into  his  Majesty's  land  aqi^  $(*^ 
service,  and  from  the  additiuoal  eotploymeiK 
afforded  of  late  by  the  va^t  n^9)ber  o^  in- 
closure  acts.  When  these  causes  cea^^d  to 
operate,^  as  there  was  reason  lo  think  th^ 
would  in  a  great  degree  verv  soon,  the  prke 
of  provisions  would  be  ipoderated,  and  tl^ 
price  of  labour  woald  of  course  f^tl  in  pro- 
portion, T^e  price  of  ptensils  b4d  increased* 
so  had  the  price  of  stock,  so  had  the  govt. 
ta^es,  but  not  to  as  to  justify  an  Ki^ratioa 
to  the  eiteot  made  by  the  fXHiimittee*  The 
poors  rates  h^d  incrensed,  but  it  was  in  po4- 
aeqiience  of  the  increased  price  of  provisions, 
and  the  allowance  to  militia- mens  fa (uilie?, 
when  these  were  removed,  that  ihii^gs 
would  be  reduced  to  their  former  Icyel.  The 
increased  rents  were  ^Iso  made  a  groimd  of 
this  alteration,  but  the  farmers  had  volunta- 
rily ogered  these  rents,  ffpm  a  confidence 
of  the  continuance  of  the  ^i^h  price  of 
grain.  Within  these  last  20  ye^rs,  beef 
sold  at  4s  ^d:  per  stone,  it  wa:)  now  ps  ; 
mutton,  4d  per  lb.  now  it  is  8d. ;  butter  3^. 
a  6rkin,  now  6Sa  to  7Qs.  \  and  cheese  in 
proportion.  He  spoke  of  (be  co\]iitr/. mar- 
kets, he  said,  by  which  it  appe.ueJ  that 
every  thing  was  doubled  j  yej  none  .of  the*e 
were,  in  his  opinion,  su(ficiei)t  reasons  for 
altering  the  laws.  The  v?!rious  eases  of 
bardshlpH  on  the  grower  sho'jJd  have  been 
more  explained  ;  and  before  wx  gave  bot^n* 
tics  to  foreigners,  for  eating  oiu:  c<?rn,  wis 
otagjbt  to  be  provided  ourselves  with  the  pro- 
duce of  the  pasture,  at  reasonable  prices* 
Bounties  serve  certainly  to  incrqa^  the 
prices ;  and  however  desirable  to  a  certain 
extrnt,  iJiey  ought  still  to  be  k^'pt  wit  bin 
pr  per  bounds.  It  wa^  v^ry  dc§iri»ble  to  bx 
the  average  price,  so  that  both  the  const^mcr 
should  be  sati56ed  and  the  grower  su^cient- 
ly  paid,  to  encourage  him  to  raise  corn,  in  or- 
der th^t  we  might  not  again  experience  the 
distresses  of'scjreity.  In  the  l<i',t  13  years, 
he  said,  we  had  imported  040,000  quarters 
of  corn  on  an  average,  la  favoyrable  jears 
we  had  exported  to  tbe  amount  of  0*  or 
700,0001.  per  annum.  The  incrcjstd  popu- 
lation, by  occasioning  a  greater  interior  de- 
mand, had  lessened  the  ixpo'ialion.  Our 
potteries  in  Stafford  hire,  onr  steel  manuf<«c- 
res,  cur  immense  coiion  e>»!ablii>h:peni8,  and 
our  vast  trading  and  commercial  concerns  in 
varioua  ways,  nnuUiplicd  and  magnified 
since  the  year  1/05,  hid  found  a  uple  and 
profitable  employment  for  this  incrcy^ed  po- 
pulation, so  that  the  din^nution  of  thr  fu* 
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port  from  this  caose  was  not  tt>  be  regretted. 
There  bad  been,  howev€r,  a  fipirit  of  agri- 
coUore  continualy  iocreasing  aiso,  for  he 
Ibuod  that  since  tlie  yt-ar  1780,  there  had 
been  passed  1 197  inclosure  bills,  so  that 
with  care  and  attention,  he  thoaght  corn 
would  find  its  owo  level  without  altering  the 
laws. 

Sir  John  Wrotudey  supported  thp  report, 
and  stated  that  the  corn  intrrcourte  between 
England  and  Ireland  would  be  made  the 
ground  of  a  separate  measure,  in  which  the 
It.  hon.  gent.  (Mr*  Foster),  who  gave  such 
a  laudable  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
would  be  particularly  consulted. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  agreed  as  to  the 
increased  price  of  labour ;  but  was  afraid 
that  the  operation  of  this  bill  would  fall 
heavily  on  the  county  of  Lancaster,  which 
wag  supplied  with  corn  pi^ncipally  from 
abroad,  and  also  from  the  other  manufactur- 
ing counties.  He  objected  to  an  average  of 
all  the  districts  becoming  the  criterion  of  the 
price  of  export,  and  thought  it  should  be 
regnlated  by  the  price  of  particular  districts, 
for  such  districts. 

The  Chancel/or  of4he  Exchequer  did  not 
think  it  necessary  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
<lttestion,  to  enter  into  any  minute  discus- 
sion. The  point,  however,  last  adverted  to, 
deserved  immediate  notice.  The  general 
object  was  to  equalize  the  price  of  com,  and 
this  was  now  more  easily  and  more  complete- 
ly effected  than  at  former  f)criods.  Within 
the  last  20  years  the  grpat  facility  of  com- 
munication by  the  canals,  which  intersected 
the  whole  country,  was  not  to  ba  forgotten  j 
and  if  Lancashire,  or  any  other  county,  re* 
quired  supply  by  this  vast  national  improve- 
ment, it  was  to  be  readily  atiPorded.  No 
gent,  could  doubt  that  it  was  much  prefer- 
able to  supply  a  deficient  province  'by  this 
expedient  from  the  internal  resources  than 
from  foreign  niarkets.  On  the  plati  advert- 
ed to  of  diffirent  ratios  for  the  bounty  in 
different  districts,  it  might  be  ihe  unfortu- 
nate effect  that  we  may  be  importing  in  one 
district  when  we  should  be  exporting  in  ano- 
ther. The  design  of  these  regulations  was 
that  scarcity  should  be  avoided,  and  foe  this 
purpose  it  was  provided,  that  corn  should 
constantly  acquire  such  a  price  as  would  be 
a  sufHcient  encouragement  to  promote  its 
growth.  We  had  lately  seen  the  value  at 
J 181.  and  this  arose  from  the  deficiency,  but 
the  best  m^ans  to  avoid  the  deficit  was  by 
never  admitting  this  department  in  agricul- 
ture to  remain  without  a  sufiicient  compen- 
sation. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  said,  this  measure  only 
went  to  put  things  in  the  same  state  they 


were  in  I7&1>  and  not  to  alter  the  cbrn  lawj. 
Somcihing  most  be  done  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  barley,  for  if  it  did  not  fi;tch  a 
better  price,  the  farmers  could  no  longer 
grow  any. 

Mr.  Fuller  deemed  it  impolitic  to  favour 
grain  at  the  expense  of  all  other  articles  of 
produce  of  equal  importance.  He  wished 
the  measure  to  be  put  off  till  another  session. 

Sir  J.  Newpott  stated  the  question  to  be, 
by  what  mean^  the  farmer  would  receive  a 
fair  emolument.  If  that  were  correctly  de- 
terminedy  he  would  consider  for  himself 
whether  his  land  were  most  advantageously 
devoted  to  pasture  or  grain,  and,  (o  promote 
his  own  interest,  would  be  most  successfully 
to  conduce  to  the  interest  of  th^  public. 

Mr.  JV,  Smith  said  a  few  words,  in  favour 
of  the  measure,  after  which  the  resolutions 
were  agreed  to,  and  repotted. — Adjoiiraed. 


^  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday i  June  21. 

[Minutes.]  Counsel  were  heard  in  con- 
tinuation, relative  to  the  writ  of  error,  Lu- 
cena  v.  Crawfurd.  The  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  case  was  deferred  till  to  morrow. 
—The  bills  upon  the  table  we  re  Nfor  warded 
in  their  respective  stages. — The  delivery  of 
judgment  on  the  appeal  cause,  Hog  v.  Lash- 
ley,  was  postponed  till  Monday ;  and  the 
order  for  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
claim  to  the  Zouche  peerage,  which  stood 
for  to- morrow,  was  discharged,  aud  renew- 
ed for  Monday  next. 

[Conduct  OF  JUDGE  Fox.]  Lord  G2ri>- 
ton  presented  a  petition  from  Luke  Fox,  Esq. 
one  of  his  Majesty's,  judges  of  the  Court  of 
C\)mmon  Pleas  of  Ireland.    The  noble  lord, 
after  stating  the   principal  heads  of  Judge 
Fox's  petition,    moved   that    the  clerk   do 
read     the    same.     The     clerk     then    read 
the  peiition.     It  stated  *^  that  he,  the  said 
Jiirt^e    Fox,    had   learnt    from  the  public 
newspapers,  that  charges  of  gross  misconduct 
had  been  committed   by  hioi  while  on  the 
nonhtrn  circuit,  which  charges  were  con- 
tained in   a   petition  from  a   person  of  tlie 
nam^  of  Hart,  and  whicli  petition  and  char- 
ges  (see   p.  533)  were  stated   by  an  hon. 
member  of    this  house   in  his  place}    that 
being  dxlreuicly  surprised  at  such  unfounded 
charges,  ihe  picci^.e  nature  of  which  he  was 
at  a  losS  to  conctive,  fa nher  than  wliai  tie 
had  been  intbrfned,  he  was  anxious  to  vindi- 
cate his  character,  and  had  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  the  lord  lieut.  for  permissfon  to  come 
over  to  England  to  repel  them.     Having  ar- 
rived in  London,  he  wai  given  to  undersianU 
that  he  could  not  pr^xure  a  copy  of  Mr, 
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Hart's  petition  without  the  express  permis- 
«on  of  the  house,    and  it  being  nec«i«ary 
that  he  should  learn  the  specific  charfffs  aU 
-      ieged  .against  him  in  order  to  prepa^rfe  his 
'  det'encf,  he  hoppd  their  lordships  would  or- 
der him  a  copy  of  the  said  petition.     Hte  was 
also  informed  ihat  ihe  noble  lord  who"  pre- 
sented  the  petition  had  given  notice  th*di  he 
intended  to    follow  the  petition  up  by  some 
motfon  i  he  wfshed  to  be  prepared  (or  his  de- 
frnce,  and  whenever  that  period  should  ar- 
rive, he  was  satisfied  he  should  establish  his 
innocene*-.  in  the  clttarest  point  of  view.   He 
rrustfd  that  period  was  not  tar  distant,  espe- 
cially  as   the  duties  of  his  judicial  station 
would  require  his  presence  in  Ireland." 

Lord  Carlelon  observed,  that  ashe  had  no 
wish  to  take  their  lurdships  by  surprise,  he 
should  merely  move,  that  the  petition  do  lie 
on  the  table,  intending,  on  Monday,  when 
he  understood  there  would  be  a  full  house, 
to  bring  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  thought  the  case  of 
the  learned  judge  rather  a  hard  one,  in  his 
having  received  no  notice  of  the  proceeding 
in  question,  thou^^h   the  facts  to  which  the 
petition  adverted,  were  alledged  to  have  ta- 
ien   place  about  nine  months  before.     Of 
the   facts  stated  he  knew  nothing;  but  he 
felt  it  was  a  principle  wiih  that  house,  in 
its  wivdom  and  justice,  to  deem  every  roan 
innocent  until  he  should  be  proved  guilty.. 
He  considered  the  prayer  of  the  petition  as 
perfectly  fair  and  reasonable,  and  he  doubted 
not  their  lordships*  disposition  to  accede  to  it 
Lord  il/<*/^ro«;e  recalled  to  their  lordships' 
recollection  the  very  iuiportant  business  in- 
tended lor  discussion  on  Monday,  and  -de- 
precated any  discussion  which  niight  take  up 
their  lordships'  lime  on  that  day.     As  to^the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  he  thought  it  so  fair 
and  rcas<^nab'e,  that  it  might  bo  at  once  ac- 
ceded to      Under  that  impres«*ion,  he  should 
move  <»  that  a  copy  of  the  petition,  as  pray- 
ed tor,  be  furnished   to  Mr.  Justice  Fox." 
Upon  this  the  question  was  immediately  put; 
and  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Earl  Carnden  observed,  that,  as  the  prints 
of  the  additional  forces  bill  were  upon  the 
table,  he  should  now  move  thai  the  said  bill 
be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next.  Or- 
dered.—Adjourned. 


HOBTSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  June2\, 
There  being  but  38  members  present  at 
four  o'clock,  the  speaker,  by   the  rules  of 
the  house^  was  precluded  from  taking  the 
chair  i  and  8djournmen\  consequently  took 
place  till  to-njorrow, 
Vol.  II. 


H  USE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday,  Jum  22. 

Mjnutes.]  In  the  ca-e  of  Lucena,  vl' 
Craufmd  and  others,  Mr.  Erskinewas  heard 
as  cow)sel  for  the  plainriffi  and  Mr.  Glbbs 
iu  reply,  on  tlie  y^aft  of  tlie  defendant*. 
Afier  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  went 
through  the  whole  of  the  ca«?e.  and  conclu- 
ded,  by  informing  their  lordships,  that  he 
would  have  them  furnished  vvith  copies  of 
the  various  questions  which  had  occurred  to 
him  upon  the  case,  and  his  observatlf  n» 
thereon,  for  their  coi.sidt ration,  previous  to 
tiieir  lordships  pronouncing  their  final  judo-- 
ment.  ° 

(Conduct  of  Judge  Fox.]  The  Earl  of 
Limerick  rose,  and  adverting  to  a    mornin»" 
paper  stated,  that  a  misrepresentation  had 
been  made  of  his  speech  upon  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Justice  Fox.     He  had  been  made  to 
say,  in  the  paper  alluded  to,  that  the  learn- 
ed  judge  ffouhl  justify  bis  conduct.     He  de- 
nied having  said  so;    on  the  contrary,    he 
alHrmed,    that  if  that  gem's,   conduct   was 
oi)c-tenth  part  as  bad  as  had  been  represent- 
td  in  the   petition  presented  to  thnt  hou^e, 
he  should  not  be  suffcre.i  to  retain  his  situal 
tion  on  the  judicial  seat  one  moment.     He 
did  not  mean  to  br  ng  the  publisher  of  the 
paper  alluded  to,  btture  ihrlr  lordships  ;    if 
that  had  been  his  imention,  he  would  have 
proceeded  to  prove  who  ihf-  publisher  was; 
he  only  mentioned  the  busuiess,  as  a  cautoii 
to  the  persons  who  reported  the  proceedings 
of  that  house,  not  to  misrepresent  any  thing 
tliat  might  take  place  in  that  house. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercorti  said,  he  had 
this  day  come  from  the  cuntry,  purposely 
on  this  business.  When  he  presented  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Hart  against  Mr.  Justice 
Fox,  he  totally  neglected  to  move,  that 
the  learned  judge  should  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  ir.  It  was  mere'  inadvertence 
on  his  pjrt,  as  it  was  certainly  his  origi-i, 
nal  intention  that  it  should  have  been 
done.  He  had  several  other  petitions  inl 
his  possession  bn  this  subject,  and  he  would 
trespass  on  their  loidship.s*  time,  a  few 
moments^  ib  addressing  them  on  Wednes- 
day next.  As  he  had  very  little  to  say,  he 
should  not  move  to  summon  their  lordships. 
—Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  June  22. 

f  Minutes.)    A  message  from  the  lordk 

informed  the  house,   that  their  lord>hipa 

had  agreed  to  the  Irish  Linen  Duty  Exempt 

tion  bill,   and  to  Uie  Aylesbury  filcction 

3D 
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prW- 


bilL— An  Account  was  presented  from  the 
ofiice  of  the  Secretary  dP  State  for  Irdand, 
oj[  the.  number  of  Ofkers  lo  half-pay ;  alto 
fn  Account  of  Pensions^  &c.— Several  pa- 
yers were  presented  from  the  E.  India 
Coxnp.  relative  to  the  M^ratta  .war  $  or- 
dered to  He  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 
•—Sir  J.  Newport  gave  notice,  that  early 
in  the  ensuing  session*  he  should  submit  a 
motion  to  the  noose,  for  revision  of  the  Irish 
Election  acts. — A  petition  was  presented 
from  the  Freeholders  of  Limerick,  against 
the  report  of  the  corn  committee;  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Foster  gave  notice, 
that  he  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
inquire  into  the  amount  of  fees,  emoluments, 
and  perquisites  of  certain  offices  in  Ireland, 
— The  report  of  the  com  laws  bill,  were  re- 
committed,—Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  tlie 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Irish  Bud- 
get. All  the  resolutions  but  the  IsL^t,  im- 
posing a  lax  upon  the  registering  of  free- 
hol  Is,  weie  agreed  to.  The  last  resolution 
■was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Daw- 
aon,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson,  as  trenching 
somewhat  on  the  elective-franchise,  and  as 
in  improper  object  of  revenue.^Sir  J.  New- 
port on  the  contrary,  thought  it  an  excel- 
lent resolution,  and  hoped  the  right  hon. 
gent,  would  persevere  in  it  as  the  best 
means  of  stopping  the  immense  influx  of 
electors  introduced  fur  sinisier  purposes.— 
The  opposition  to  the  resolution  beiog  per- 
«isted  in,  a  division  took  place — Ayes  1 19, 
Noes  31. — The  lesolutions  were  then  read 
a  2d  ti0ie,  and  bills  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  pursuant  10  the  same. — Mr.  Foster  gave 
liotice,  tliat  he  should  on  this  day  se*nnight 
move  the  house  to  go  into  a  committee  on 
the  Irish  Revenue  Regulation  bill,  and  that 
if  any  of  the  English  distillers  had  objec- 
tions lo  urge  against  it,  they  might  be  pre- 
pared to  bring  them  forward  on  that  day.— 
^Vlr.  F<  sler  then  moved  for  an  account  of 
the  funded  debt  of  Ireland  Irom  the  year 
1784,  till  the  year  1801,  and  also  from  the 
A  ear  l8ot  till  the  year  1804,  distinguishing 
lio  V  much  was  created  by  ojld,  &c.— Or* 
tiered.— .Mr.  Foster  also  mo  vied  for  the 
jiames  of  those  commissioners  who  held  in 
their  hands  balances  of  the  ppblic  money,—- 
Ordered. 

[Lord  Advocate  OF  Scotland, ]Mr. 
Whithread  rose  and  said,  that,  previous  to 
his  making  the  motion  oi  which  he  had  for- 
merly given  notice,  he  wished  that  the  ex- 
tracts of  the  l|5tters  upon  which  he  meant  to 
found  bis  accusation  against  the  rt.  hon. 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland  should  be  read 
by  the  clerk;  The  letters  wer^  accordingly 
ftftdj  and  are  as  follows; 


M  Copy  from  the  Public  Record  of  the 

**  County  of  BanflT,  of  a  Letter  sigtied 

♦*  *  C.  Hope  ;*  dated  Edin'  30  Dec. 

'^  1803  :  Alto;  of  a  Letter  or  Recom- 

^  mendation  from  the  Sheriff  Substitue 

'^  of  the  County  of  Banff,  addressed 

«<  to  the  Sheriff  Clerk,   thereto  sub- 

<*  joined,  signed  *  Geo.  Forbes,'  and 

<*  of  the  same  date. 

«  S.IB,— I  return  you  the  memorial,  with 

^*  roy  opinion ;  and  in  the  circumstances  of 

>^  this  case  I  decline  taking  any  fee,  which 

"  I  also  return  to  you.    The  case  in  the 

**  memorial,  is  one  of  those  for  which  un- 

*'  fortunately  no  provision  is  made  in  any  of 

"  the   Volunteer  acts,    and   therefore  of 

<<  course  a  person  who^neglects  his  master's 

*^  work,  on  account  of  attending  drills  or 

^^  reviews,  is  I  am  afraid  in  the  same  situ« 

*'  ation  with  a  servant  doing  so  from  any 

*^  other  cause.— -The  conduct  of  Morisoa 

^'  however  is  most  atrocious,  and  every 

^<  possible  means  ought  to  betaken  to  stig-. 

'<  matize  Inm,  and  to  punish  him  by  the 

*<  scorn  and  contempt  of  all  the  respect- 

^^  able  men  in  the  county,  who  ought  to 

^^  enter  into  a  resolution  to  have  no  com* 

*<  munication  or  dealings  with  him  whai« 

*'  ever. — And  further,  as  I  consider  that 

^*  Morison's  conduct  can  only  have  arisen  , 

^'  from  a  secret  spirit  of  disaffecton  and 

'*  disloyalty,     it    is    my  orders  to   you, 

^<  as    sheriff  substitute    of    the   county, 

<^  that  on  the  first  Frenchman  landing  m 

**  Scotland,  you  do  immediately  apprehend 

^'  and  secure  Morison  as  a  suspected  per- 

**  son;  and  you  will  not  liberate  him  with^ 

<<  out  a  communication  with  me;  and  you 

*'  may  inform  him  of  these  my  orders.— 

"  And  fur! her,  that  I  shall  do  all  I  can,  to 

•'  prevent  him  from  receiving  any  com- 

<*  pensation  for  any  part   of  his  property 

**  which  may  be   either  destroyed  by  the 

'*  enemy,  or  by  the  King's  troops  to  pre* 

"  vent  i»   from  falling  into   the  enemy's 

♦*  hands. 1  am,    Sir,   Yoorp,  &c.  &c* 

"  (Signed)  C.  Hope.  Addressed  George 
««  Forbes,  Esq."  Sheriff  Substitute  of 
Bamffshire. — f'  I  recommend  the  Sheriff 
<^  Clerk  to  transcribe  this  letter,  and  send 
*^  the  copy  to  Mr.  Morison,  keeping  the 
♦*  principal  in  the  record  of  court. — Signed^ 
"  Geo.  Forbes.  Edinburgh,  30th  Dec, 
'*  1803.— What  is  contained  jn  the  prece« 
*'  ding  are  just  and  true  copies  of  the  let- 
"  ler,  and  recommendation  thereon  writ* 
**  ten ;  faithfully  tjanscribed  in  obedience 
•*  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
**  dated  6th  June,  1804,  and  repprted  to 
"  the  house  accordingly  .—Pat,  Ros^i  She* 
*'  ^iff  Clerk  of  Bamffshire." 
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Mr.  Whithread  rose,  aod  addressed  the 
lioose  to  the  following  effect— Sir j  tbcse 
^papers  having  now  been  entered,  as  read,  in 
the  JoQrnals  of  the  House>  it  is  my  intention 
to  make  them  the  ground  of  an  accusation 
against  the  rt.  hon.  geot.  opposite  (the 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland)^  whom  I  am 
happf  to  see  this  day  in  his  place.  In 
the  observations  which  I  shall  feel  it  my 
doty  to  submit  to  the  house,  I  trust  that 
I  shall  come-  (0  the  discussion  with  that 
coolness  and  impartiality  which  the  im- 
portant and  interesting  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject so  strongly  demands.  Though  at  the 
first  moment  that  the  business  wa«  commu- 
nicated to  me  I  did  feel  very  warm  on  the 
subject ;  though,  the  more  I  have  considered  it 
with  the  gra vesta ttenti on.  I  have  continued  to 
feel  equally  strongly,  yet  I  hope  I  shall  discuss 
the  subject  at  this  time  without  either  pas- 
sion Or  prejudice.  I  trust  that,  before  I  sit 
do\^n,  it  will  appear  that  I  have  not  been 
led  away  by  the  warmth  of  my  feelings,  but 
that  the  motion  with  which  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  conclude,  is  one  fairly  ^nd  justly  de- 
ducible  from  the  papers  now  on  your  table. 
I  have  said,  that  it  gives  me  sincere^  plea- 
sure to  see  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  in  his  place, 
for  on  this,  as  on  every  other  similar  occa- 
sion, I  am  anxious  for  the  application  of 
that  grand  principle  of  the  law  of  this  coun- 
try, that  the  accused  shall,  in  all  cases,  be 
confronted  with  his  accuser.  The  rt.  hon. 
gent.'  being  in  his  place,  will  hear  what  are 
•the  grounds  of  my  accusation,  and  no  step 
will  be  taken  against  him  till  he  shall  have 
been  fully  heard  in  his  defence.  Though  the 
liouse  of  commons  have  taken  up  this  sub- 
ject, he  will  not  be  at  all  precluded  from  any 
cxerfton  to  shew  that  the  whole  charge  is 
totally  without  foundation.  The  matter^ 
having,  however,  come  under  our  considcr- 
aiioii,  I  do  not  at  all  see  that  we  can,  by  any 
possibility,  avoid  cbming  to  some  decision. 
The  house  having  ordered  the  papers  to  be 
produced,  we  are  called  on,  by  every  con- 
sideration of  duty,  of  honor,  and  of  justice, 
to  say  aye  or  no,  whether  the  charges  which . 
I  mean  to  found  on  them,  are  or  are  not 
well  founded.  This  is  a  decision  which  we 
owe  in  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland, 
whose  interests  and  whose  rights  it  so  natu- 
rally involves.  It  is  a  decision  due  to  the 
character  of  the  rt.  hon.  gent.,  whose  coo- 
duct  is  subjected  to  a  serious  imputation. 

.  **.  \  decision  which  we  are  called  on  to 
Pve  injustice  to  the  cause  of  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  every  order  in  the  commu» 
•  '^'ty.  A  decision  must,  then,  on  all  tlwse 
gn)pnd»,  be  come  to,  cither  that  my  pro- 
Potion  is  .%l8e  and  grouadlcis,  or  that  it 


hat  been  mbstantUted^  and  that  the  people 
of  Scotland  are  liatyle  to  a  apecies  of  gro<>9 
mjtisttce  and  oppression,  against  which  it  i^ 
incumbent  on  diis  boose  to  shelter  tbem» 
In  the  outset  it  may  be  proper  for  roe  to 
state  the  precise  words  in  which  my  intendt 
ed  motion  will  be  couched.  While  we  d^ 
this,  it  is  also  proper  for  mc  to  add  that  I_ 
shall  not  confine  myself  to  this  first  motioi^ 
if  it  should  meet  with  the  support  of  the 
house.  I  should  feel  that  I  stopped  far  short 
of  ray  duty,  if  I  did  not  follow  it  up .  by 
another  motion,  clearly  founded  ou  the  fir^ 
proposition  which  I  siiall  hare  the  honor  tp 
subout  to  tbe  housf?.  My  first  motion  wiU 
be,  ''  that  the  conduct  of  tbe  rt.  hon.  the 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland,  in  writing  the 
letter  to  Jame^  Morison -which  has^  been 
read  and  entered  on  the  Journals  this  evea- 
ing^  was  oppressive,  illegal,  and  contrary 
to  his  professional  duties."  Thd  house,  Sir, 
are  awa^ie  of  the  powera  vested  in  the  rr. 
hon.  gent,  as  lord  advocate  oT  Scotland,  are 
of  a  very  enlarged  description.  Great,  how- 
ever, as  they  are,  I  cannot  allow  myself  for 
a  moment  to  believe,  that  they  are  as  great 
as  those  which  the  language  of  the  letter  la 
question  appears  to  claim.  But  allowing 
me  to  grant,  for  a  moment,  a  tiling  which 
I  utterly  dispute  aod  disclaim,  that  the  pow- 
ers invested  in  tlielord  advocate  were  ^s 
ample  as  the  letter  would  require,  still  I 
should  contend,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
lord  advocate,  in  writing  it,  migtit  bjs  legal, 
but  still  was  most  grossly  oppressive  to 
Morison,  the  person  who  had  preferred  his 
complaint.  Let  me  suppok  tbe  inoni»trous 
power,  merely  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
for  in  no  other  light  can  it  be  listened 
to  for  a  single  moment,  that  the  lord  ad- 
vocate had  me  poWcr,  without  having  any 
defence,  without  at  ail  taking  the  trouble  to 
make  the  least  inquiry  into  the  grounds  ^i 
accusation,  of  cutting  ofT  any  individudl, 
from  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  and  re- 
ducing him  to  the  situation  of  a  mere  wretch 
on  the  face  of  t^e earth;  let  m&  suppose  all 
this  to  be  "consistent  with  the,  powers  of  the 
lord  advocate,  and  still  I  shall  not  have  come 
up  to  the  powers  pretended  to  be  exercised 
in  the  case  which  \  am  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  Hcrc^  the  lord 
advocate,  without  even  the  shadow  of  rea- 
sonable accusation,  without  evea  deigning 
to  consider,  that,  by  tbe  law  of  this  coun- 
try, defence  was  allowed  to  the  accused  not  * 
otvly  endeavou^red  to  cut  .o£f  ^lorison  frem 
all  the  comforts  of  society,  but  .ocdecs  iiim 
to  be  apprehend(id,  not  to  be  released  in  the 
or(i^nary  course  of  law,  but  to  be  detained 
in  close  Gcutody  till  iuS!Own  pleatore  qa  ilte 
3  D2 
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subject  should  be  ttpnMed.  The  Inrd  ad- 
vocate of.  Scotland  is  not  satisfied  with  car* 
rjing  hts  power  4hus  far»  but,  anticipating 
invasioo  as  an  efeot  near  at  hand,  and 
knowing  that  proptny  was  liable,  in  sacb  an 
event  to  deniruction,  he  aciually  declares, 
that  he  shall  take  special  care  to  prevcmt 
Morisoo,  in  any  case  whateveis  frooi  re- 
ceiving compensation  for  any  loss  of  proper- 
ty which  he  might  sustain,  firoru  whatever 
causes  that  loss  should  arise.  Such  is  the 
general  nature  of  his  cliarge  against  fhe 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland,  and  if  1  can  sub- 
stantiate it,  I  will  then  leave  it  to  the  house 
to  determine,  whether  the  rt.  hon«.  gent's 
conduct  was  not,  in  every  point  of  view, 
gr  8<ly  oppressive.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
detain  the  house  long,  on  the  subject  of  the 
earlier  transactions  of  this  bosinefis,  but  the 
rt.hoD.  gent,  being  now  in  his  place,  I  bope 
1  shall  be  indulged  the  opportunity  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  hoiMC  a  very  brief  statement. 
It  appears  that  Garrow,  tlie  servant  of  Mr. 
Morison,  whose  dincharge  gave  rise  to  the 
opinion  and  letter  of  the  lord  advocate,  had, 
contrary  to  the  consent  of  his  master,  enter- 
ed himself  a  private  in  the  2d  battalion  of 
BamfTshire  volunteers  On  a  particular  day 
be  had  left  his  business  to  attend  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  corps,  and  for  this,  as  being  ex- 
pressly contrary  to  his  masters  orders,  he 
was  discharged.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  wished  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  inti- 
tied  tp  recover  from  his  master,  >i'ages  for 
the  whole  tiiue  thait  he  had  contracted  to 
sfrve  him,  or  only  for  the  time  that  he  had 
actually  served.  A  memor  ial  wa^  sent  t  o  i  he 
lord  advocate,  requesdng  his  opinion  on  this 
case,  and  in  his  answer  be  does  not  pretend 
to  say,  that  in  dismissing  the  servant,  Mo- 
rison bad  been  at  all  guihy  of  any  thing  il- 
legal. Even  in  that  opinion,  however^  an 
indirect  libel  is  conveyed  on  Morison's  chn- 
'  racier^  of  ^hich  I  do  strongly  disapprove.  I 
am  not  disputing  the  right  of  a  counsel  to  in- 
troduce into  an  opinion  addressed  to  a  client, 
observations  which  may  atfect  the  character 
of  the  0|MK>site  party,  but  where  this  is 
made  a  pi^slic  document,  it  tinquestionably 
assuages  a  new  character  and  form.  It  is  in 
this  pc«nt  of  view  then^  that  I  object  to  the 
nijmcer  in  which  the  opinion  of  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland  was  conveyed.  But, 
Sir,  it  it  of  the  letter,  of  the  it.  hon.  gent, 
that  1  principally  complain.  Has  the  con- 
duct of  Morison  been  proved  to  be  illegal  ? 
On  the  contrary,  the  lord  advocate  admits 
that  it  is  le^.  Has  there  been  adduced  the 
sliglilest  presumption  of  his  disloyalty  ?  Not 
a  siogjeinsinaation  to  this  efiept  appears  on 
Ibe  whole  face  of  the  transaction.    Under 


these  ctrcuoiataAces,  bow  is  it  that  the  tt* 
hoB.  gent,  proceeds?  Without  calling  a 
single  person  to  explain  to  him  Morisou*a 
general  character  for  loyalty  and  respectabi- 
lity, without  taking  the  opinion  of  a  sin^ltt. 
human  being  on  the  subject ;  in  total  igno- 
rance of  any  one  ground  by  which  crimi- 
nality could  be  attached  tp  the  conduct  of 
Monson.  he,  without  the  slightest  delays 
consigns  him  over  to  the  severest  pains  and 
penalties.  1  call,  Sir,  on  tlie  lawyers  of 
England,  I  call  on  the  lawyers  of  Scotland 
to  deliver  their  opinions  on  this  subject,  and 
not  to  suffer  so  foul  a  stigma  on  the  law  of 
the  couotoy  as  this,  to  pass  without  the  seve- 
rest censuie.  The  rt.  hon.  gent,  while  in 
the  exercise  of  this  most  illegal  and  oppress 
sivs  conduct  had  not  a  bing'e  motive  of  rea- 
sonable justification.  He  had  no  proof  of 
niisbelisviour  on  the  part  of  Morison  in  the 
particular  transaction  under  consideration ; 
Mud  it  surely  was  but  fair  to- believe  that 
Mori<on  was  a  man  of  loyal  principles,  at 
a  moment  when  all  ranks  of  the  community 
partook  of  a  general  feeling  of  ardour  and 
patriotism  in  the  deftme  of  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  their  common  coun- 
try. What  right,  then,  had  the  rt.  hon. 
gent,  to  presume  that  Morison  was  a  nian 
of  pefarious  or  dangerous  principles  ?  From 
the  internal  evidence  of  the  leiter,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  was  de- 
termined to  represent  Morison  as  a  dan- 
gerous individual  >  but  not  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence then  existed,  nor,  as  far  as  I  know, 
now  exists,  to  shew  that  Morison  was  a 
i:  an  at  all  of  discontented  principles.  This 
is  at  leaht  clear,  that  not  one  overt  act 
manifested  such  a  disposition  to  have  existed 
on  his  mind.  Ihe  rt.  hon.  gent,  indeed 
says,  in  his  letter,  that  the  conduct  of  Mo- 
rison h.td  originated  fiom  a  secret  spirit  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  govt.  This  spirit  of 
disafifection  has  indeed,  Sir,  been  so  very 
secret,  ihst  not  one  act  proves  its  existence, 
or  has  to  this  hour  been  Recorded  j  while 
there  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  the 
greatest  rcsptctability,  who  have  known 
Morison  for  a  number  of  ye-ars,  and  who 
are  ready  to  testify  their  belief  of  the  loyalty 
of  his  political  principles.  In  this  view 
then,  the  charge  of  secret  disaffection  is  al- 
together illegal,  as  well  as  tin  justifiable. 
But  here,  Sir,  I  w  ish  to  say  a  few  words  as 
.  to  the  specific  cause  for  which  Garrow  was 
discharged  from  Morison's  service.  If  the 
information  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
roe  on  this  subject  be  correct,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  circumstance 
which  gave  rise,  to  parrow's  discharge, 
would  have  justified  \me  or  any  other  §&oc. 
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in  this  bouse  id  diKchnrging  a  servitnt  on  «i-> 
milar  grounds.  It  has  been  stated  to  me, 
that  Mr.  Morison  U  a^  fanner  who  hold»  a 
very  respectable  character,  and  ibat  hi*  cha- 
racter for  loyahy  ui  particular  had  never 
been  called  in  question.  Tlw  wan  indeed, 
according  to  my  information,  fully  proved  a 
few  years  ago,  when  disaffection  to  govt, 
was  suppofied  to  be  much  more  extensive 
than  ii  will  surely  be  represented  at  the 
present  moment.  Garrow,  his  servant,  had, 
contrary  to  Morison's  consent,  entered  into 
a  volunteer  corps  at  a  distance  of  about  7 
mile^  from  Morison*s  residence.  He  had, 
contrary  to  his  manter's  orders,  continued  his 
attendance.  A  day  or  two  previous  to  the 
day  of  his  discharge  he  had  been  employed 
in  thatching  a  barn,  and  Morison  had  in- 
formed him  that  if  lie  absented  himself  from 
bis  work  he  should  dismiss  him  from  his 
service.  After  this  distinct  intimatton  Gar* 
row  did  absent  himself,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  he  wa«»  accordingly  discharged. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  contend  that  Morison  in 
'  this  case  liad  an  excellent  reason  for  turning 
off  his  servaat,  under  all  the  circumstances. 
When  we  think  of  the  season  of  the  year 
that  this  work  of  thatching  the  barn  was 
going  on,  and  what  material  inconvenience 
might  have  resulted  from  its  being  delayed, 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  Morison  might  have 
been  perfectly  justifiable  in  insisting  on  the 
const<int  ai tendance  of  the  servant  for  the 
purpo*ie  of  completing  this  piece  of  wotk, 
the  urgency  of  which  could  not  be  disputed. 
Let  nac  remind  the  house,  too,  that  this  was 
the  first  instance  in  which  Morison  had  po- 
-sithely  interfered  with  his  servant^s attend- 
ance at  the  drills  of  the  corps.  Not  a 
single  symptom  of  disloyalty  beyond  this  fair 
exercise  of  his  authority  as  a  master  had 
been  attempted  to  be  alleged  against  him. 
Are  we.  Sir,  to  hat^  such  charges  as  thts 
adduced  without  a  single  pretence  of  their 
being  founded  in  tnith,  or  are  such  insinua- 
tions at  all  constHtent  with  (he  spirit  of  the 
volunteer  establishment  ?  Are  we.  Sir,  to 
be  dragooned  into  volunteer  corps  $  and  are 
masters  v\ho  happen  to  discharge  servants 
imder  circumstances  similar  to  those  whidi 
I  have  stated,  to  be  charged  as  hostile)  to 
the  govt,  and  the  safety  of  their  country  ? 
Surely,  Sir,  it  is  of  the  very  e-ssence  of  the 
volunteer  system  that  it  should  be  exempted 
from  all  restraiiit;  and,  sure  I  am,  that  ia 
thia  country,  die  tlootrines  ettempled  to  be 
inculcated  by  the  rt  hon.  gent,  would  be 
.  universally  reprobated.  If  such  doctrioes 
.  were  tolerated  for  a  moment,  it  is  imposti- 
.  ble  to  decide  to  what  extent  oppression  and 
perstKUiiMi  Q)%ht  be  carntd.    I  am  cqnaHy 


persuaded  that  th^y  woiild  be- as  strongly 
resisted  in  Scotland,  and- that  there,  an  here, 
the  letter  of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  cannot  fail  io 
br*  regarded  as  equally  illeg»l  and- oppressive. 
— But,  Sir,  there  is  another  circumstance 
connected  with  this  business  which  it  if 
importairt  for  me  to  state  to  the  bouse^  amJ 
which  certainly  places  the  conditet  of  tl>e 
rt.  hon'  gent,  in  a  still  more  aggravated 
point  of  view.  I  am  infotwied,  that  httft 
thert.  hon.  gent.*s  U»ttcr  had  been  publisiird 
in  BamfKihire,  MoHson  actually  ap|>hed  t»y 
letter  wishing  to  hav«  frke  har»h  statements 
which  it  conrained  retracted —[the  lord  od- 
vocate  whispered  across  the  table  that  no 
letter  was  received].  Well  theri.  Sir,  per- 
haps I  am  misinformed  as  (o  the  predit 
mode  of  the  application,  but  that  an  ap)>lt- 
cation  generally  to  this  eflcct,  was  made^ 
will  not.  1  am  sure,  be  denied.  'J'he  dp- 
plication  was  refoie^l  in  the  most  peremptory 
manner,  and  the  right  hon.  gent,  proud  of 
the  vast  powers  which  be  possessed,  and 
knowing  that  Morison  had  no  means  if 
making  a  stand  against  him,  seemed  deter* 
mined  to  shew  him  bow  faf  his  uncon- 
troled  authority  could  cJrry  him.  1  hnve 
felt  it  ray  duty.  Sir,  to  state  this,  for  if,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  conduct  of  the  rt.  hon.  . 
gent,  in  writing  the  letter  was  illegal,  surtly 
his  conduct  in  refusing  to  retract  his  origi- 
nal statemtnt,  and  to  give  Morlson  some 
compensation  for  the  unfounded  ch.^rges 
made  against  hi^  character,  shewed  no  le.9s 
strongly  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  had  fuilcd  most 
unjustifiably  in  the  exercise  of  hi<  profcs^ 
sional  duties.  While,  Sir,  I  am  thoroughly 
convincfd  of  this  conduct  being  hfghly  op^ 
pressLve,  I  am  no  lc«s  dear  that  ItiHgrosslv- 
illegal.     As  lord   advocate  of  Siiotfend,    I 

]  deny  that   the  powers  claimed  in  the  letier 

;  can  at  alt  be  exercised,  consistently  with  thn 
strict  unequivocal  enactments  of  law.  f 
am  not  disposed  to  go  into  any  detail  on  ilie 
laws  of  Scotland ;  but  permit  md  to  statr 
this,  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  Sootlaml 
is  guarded  by  a  variety  of  statutes,  of  whiirh 
it  is  impossible  for  a  person  of  the  rt.  hon. 
gent.'s.  prolifssional  talent*  to  be  ignoran*. 
l  might  allude  to  several  of  tbe%  statute*, 
but  one  partictilarly  p8>*sed  in  the  t^ign  rf 
William,  soon  after  the  revolutiort,  is  cn\ 
this  poin.t  particularly  worthy  of  oot*sid«»rn 
tion.  By  this  statute.  Sir,  iris  in  the  fif^t 
place  declared,  that  no  naan  shall  be  impii* 

-  soncd  without  ha^ingihe  grounds  of  his  ar- 
rest explained  to  him.  It  is  troe,  hideed, 
that  in  cases  Gt'  eitiraordiftKry  *»rtiergency 
the  inSprisoDfnent  of  person*^  ^tli^P  m  the 
first  lAstance  assigning  thtke  gmund^,   is 

^  pcrnniiciid^     In  ^9l»  tases^  h««^^o  P^" 
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tbougk  ItjaMit  not  b«  pmdeot  mt  once  to 
Aiscloipo  it.    to  Ike  case  of  Moritoo,  bow* 
over,  Umvo  wm  qo  iafomatioD  lodged  i^iotl 
Uoi.    There  w»i  no  presamption  of  bU 
gailt*    There  w§m  oe  pretence  li^  direateh- 
mg  Um  whh  the  d^prtfidon  of  hit  libertjr. 
Tbere  wm  t»  wemnt  or  writ  pretended  to 
be  raeevred.    The  whole  boaioeM  was  coo- 
dnoted  in  a  wajr  fatal  to  the  very  exitteoce 
of  penoeal  liberty.    I  am  tare  the  rt.  hon. 
feot.  w|ll  not  pvetand  to  topport  the  legaH- 
ty  of  the  traotactioo^  and  this  I  will  assert 
wkhont  ieu  of  contradiction,  that  if  the 
instroctioos  of  the  right  boo.fseat.  had<beea 
ettompfced  to  be  carrM  into  ^ect,  and  Mo* 
risen  had  attempted  resistance,  mi  indtvi- 
doala  had  heeo  killed  in  the  affray,  no  trial 
(x  morder  oookl  have  taken  place.    But, 
Sir,  the  condnct  of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  is  il- 
legal, not  merely  to  &r  as  the  imprisonment 
d    Moriton  it  conoemed.    By  the  act  to 
which  I  have  aHnde^f  pertoes  imprisoned 
bad  a  r^ht  to  demand  thek  trial  after  the 
espiratipa  of  do  days,  and  for  certain  of* 
^Bocetbail  mi^t  even  be  accepted.    Bat 
how  haa  the  rt  hon.  gent,  here  proceeded 
is  thexase  of  Morison  ?    Why,  Sir,  he  tells 
the  sheriff  of  Bamffshire  that  Morison  must 
not  only  be  arrested,  bat  that  he  most  be 
kept  in  durance  vile  as  long  as  he  hicnself 
thought  proper,  and  that  for  hb  liberation 
Ihey  most  wait  for  hb  precise  orders.    It  is 
coiitepded  perhaps  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
ihieatened  mvatioB,  impritonment  of  sos- 
yeded  peims  aaay  take  place  on  the  ground  I 
0t  respoatibiUty ;   bat.  Sir,  even  here  the 
alatBte  to  which  I  have  referred  does  not 
leave  thetobject  without  a  certain  degree  of 
lelief  radntt  oppresdon.    That  relief,  how- 
ever,  the  rt  hon.  gent,  is  determined  to 
with^bold,  tmd  i&u  Morison  is  to  be  pn« 
niched  joat  to  whatever  extent  the  rt  hon. 
-ftnt.  may  be  pleased  to^tppotot.    |  am  not 
no^.  Sir,  challenging  the  policy  of  that 
f»rt  of  the  law  of  Scotland  whidi  vest«  in 
the  lord  advocate  the  powers  granted  in  this 
eoonlry  to  grand  jories  and  ooroners*  in- 
yijstw,  the  valne  and  imp<Nrtance  of  which 
oar  anceat<Nrs  so  prop^ly  estimated.    I  mav 
be.  permitted,  however,  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  extent  of  these  powers.    Let  it  be 
secollected«  Sir,  that  let  a  matter  of  accu* 
aatioo  be  ever  to  grave  and  serioas,  it  re- 
pains  with  the  kid  advocate  to  determine 
irh^lher  it  is  a  sabject  fit  to  be  brought  be- 
fore a  court  lor  Iq^  investigation.    Even 
|Q  oaaet  wheie  patsont  most  tatere^ed  ac- 
iuatly  toltetl  aamaa  iuvettigsrtiea,  it  watin 
^  ponrer  «f  tiieii.  boa*  fmt  to  ntftne 
aoliiitatiQo.    With 
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and   almost    unpandleled 
powert,  it  b  needless,  merely.  Sir,  to  en^i 
large  on  the  importance  of  the  perron  hdd-' 
ing  it  being  actuated  by  die  soundest  dia- 
oretion/    If  there  are  cases  where  the  rt. 
hon.  gent  has  either  abstaloed  Improperly 
from  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  ia 
him,  or  in  other  instances  has  carried  them 
beyond  the  bounds  of  justice  or  discretion,- 
it  is  certainly  fit  that  his  conduct  should  be 
fully  scrutinized.    This  Sir,  is  the  charge 
which  I  bring  against  the  rt.  hon.  gent^ 
opposite,  and  I  confess  myself  at  a  Joss  to 
anticipate  what  the  nature  of  hi)  defence 
will  be.     I  shall  only  hope,  that  it  may  be 
c^  a  nature  which  wHl  rescue  the  character 
of  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  against  the  very  seriooa 
charge  now  brou^t  against  his  conduct.    It 
appears  to  me,  that  this  can  only  be  effec- 
tually done  by  shewing,  that  the  whole  of 
my  statements  are  wholly  without  founda- 
tion.   Viewing  the  rt.  hon.  geot.'s  conduct 
to  Morison  as  equally  illegal  and  expressive, 
f  must  add,  that  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
wholly  unnecessary.     There*  was  no  fair 
pretext  for  severity  to  Morison  on  any  sup«    . 
posed  ground  of  danger.    If  invasion  did 
not  tal^  place,  (mt  was  expected,  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  ha\'e  seized  htm,  if  really 
of  a  suspicious  character,  independent  of  the 
instructions  contained  in  the  letter.    If,  on 
the  other  hand,   invasion  did  take  place, 
Morison  could  do  no  harm,  as  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  thousands  of  men  dtsiingubhed 
for  their  loyalty  and  public  spirit.    It  was 
quite  snperfiuous  therefore,  for  the  rt.  boh. 
gent,  to  have  recourse  to  such  an  no  neces- 
sary stretch  of  power.     As  to  the  re8{%st« 
bili^  about  which  we  shall  probably  hear,  a 
good  deal,  it  appears  to  me  a  mere  joke 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    The 
^ct  was,  that  if  the  injustice  which  Mori- 
son had  experienced  had  not  been  brought 
under  re^kw,  this  responsibility  would  have 
been  kept  altdgether  in  the  back  view.    Bilt 
what  r  particularly  complain  of  in  the  whole 
of  this  business  is,  that  this  very  letter,  which 
will  not  now  be  defended  on  the  ground  of 
its  legality,  was  seitt  forth  to  the  public  aa 
pethctly  legal,   constitutioxial,  and   expe- 
dient.   As  to  the  motivSes  which  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  rt.  hon.  gent.'s  conduct,  it 
is  not  at  all  my  wish  to. apply  any  harsh 
epithets,  I  have  no  reason  to  tiiink  that 
they  were  not  in  their  natore  ike  most 
pore.    Perhaps  they  origmated  from  great 
strength  of  ttki,  infiamed  by  the  particular 
sUuatton  ot  the  country.    I  must  be  allowed, 
however/ to  say,  that  they  betray  the  stitHiff- 
est  indiscretion  in  a  gttii  public  officer, 
wb^ttind  ooght  tube  l^eptwhoUy  6^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i»n 


PARL.  DEBJk7E$»  Jetf)i22«  MM.«--£#ri  ifiivcBlf  ^Sc^mT. 


Pi* 


fcomalUnipressioosof  |>rejodice«  partialitjF* 
or  waot  of  dae  refiexioii.  Upder  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  that  the 
house  ought  to  mark  the  conduct  of  the  rt. 
hoo.  gent,  in  terms  of  severe  reprobation. 
The  motion  with  which  I  shall  conclude 
appears  to  roe^  therefore^  one  which  is  equally 
due  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  house ; 
to  tlie  protection  which  the  people  of  Scot- 
land have  a  right  to  eipect  of  us ;  and  to 
the  great  cause  of  national  liberty  and  jus- 
tices—The hon.  gent,  was  about  to  read  his 
first  motion,  declaring  the  conduct  of  the 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland  unjust,  illegal^  and 
pppressive,  when 

The  Speaker  interrupted  him  by  stating^ 
^tas  he  preferred  a  complaint  against  a 
member  of  the  house,  the  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be  to  hear  that  rt.  hon. 
and  learned  friend  in  his  defence.  After 
be  finished  his  speech,  then  the  hon.  gent, 
might  submit  his  motion  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house.    Thereupon 

The  Ijord  Advocate  tf  Scotland  rose,  and 
replied  as  follows  :-*lt  seldom  has  happened 
to  fall  to  my  lot  to  stand  in  the  character  of  a 
person  accused,  and  certainly  1  little  expect- 
ed that  I  should  this  day  feel  it  necessary  to 
rise  in  my  place  in  this  house  to  answer  to  any 
charge  of  injustice  and  oppression.  J  do  as- 
sure the  hoo.  gent,  who  has  brought  forward 
this  charge,  that,  whatever  opinion  he,  who 
knows  o)c  not,  may  entertain  of  my  official 
conduct,  a  charge  of  injustice  or  oppression^ 
was  never  before  coupled  with  the  name  I 
bear.  It  is  a  consolation  to  tne.  Sir,  that  though 
the  hon.  member  is  not  acquainted  with  my 
pobltc  character,  I  have  never  been  without 
the  approbation  of  those  who  have  known 
me  best  in  my  own  country.  With  tho 
hon.  gent.^  and  others  not  acquainted  with 
the  character  which  it  has  been  my  good  for- 
tune to  sustain,  this  charge  may  have  ob- 
tained a  tetnporary  belief  j  but  I  can  say« 
wiU»  a  safe  conscience,  that  bad  the  same 
charge  been  promhlgated  in  that  city  in 
which  my  lot  is  cast,  a  hundred  thousand 
^  tongues  would  be  raised  against  it,  and  not 
a  few  arms  against  hitn  by  whom  it  might 
be  preferred.  It  is  also  another  consolatkm 
to  me«  that  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  iojnstice 
or  oppession  to  Morisou,  Morison  and  his 
friends  have  in  their  turn  grievously  retaliat- 
ed* I  tuost  be  allowed  to  state  it,  as  a  most 
extraordinary  circumstance,  that  after  pass- 
ing^two  months  in  London,  either  present  or 
ready  to  be  present  in  my  place  in  this  house, 
not  ono  word  was  said  of  the  charge  now 

J  referred  against  me,    though  six  months 
ave  elapsed  since  the  letter  wbi^  has  been 
loade  the  ground  of  so  much  animad  version 


bas  bean  |rablioly.]mra«  la  that  partefHii 

oaimtry  which  was  so  laateiialbr  iflteseitBd  ia 
the  sabject^  Iki  sayMig  this,  let  me  be  mu 
derstood  asconveyiag  no  sort  of  iosiaealiaai 
against  the  hon.  gent«  opposite,  as  to  tfae 
time  when  the  business  -has  be^  agitaledc 
He,.- 1  am  confiditot,  ia.iOQapdyie  of  anf 
mean  or  unjustifiable  maqcsnvfes  ta  take  me 
by  surprise^  or  to  put  nsetoapy  nnntcowiij 
inconvenience.  Of  $ny  jsuch  motives  I  do 
most  sincerely  and  fully  acqialt  hina.  -  I  be* 

^Ueve  that  the  hoa.  ge»t..bffoiigbt  forward  tte 
business  as  soon  as  be  ceceived  the  lofenoe* 
tion  on  which  thecharge  was  founded,  and 
that,  ia  bringii^  it  forward  he  acted  fairly  aii4 
honorably.  When  I  have  stated  this,  1  kave 
to  declare  my  opinion  that  some  kind  fnendi 
no  doubt  with  the  best  motives,  amtrired  to 
get  the  bttSii  ess  introduced  just  at  tfae  tiiet 

.  that  my  prefenee  in  another  part  of  the  kii^ 
dom  was  the  u)ost  necessary,  and  wkea  mxf 
professional  duties  called  fi>r  my  most  nmtK 
Slitting  exertions.  It  is  under  these  peeu* 
liar  circumstances  that  I  am  now  for^  til 
return  to  Umdoo  to  answer  a  charge  of  ifae 
gravest  and  most  serious  kind.  I^  in  tkit 
case,  I  have  not  had  reason  to  complain  of 
the  horrors  and  the  terrors  of  imprtsooaaem^ 
at  least  I  hav^  a  fair  right  to  complaii^of  a 
pretty  severe  share  ofpunishmeeC-p^Beibre, 
Sir,  I  enter  at  large  into  the  sofaject^h  m$f  be 
proper  for  me  at  the  outset  to  say  a  few  "woi^ 
on  a  supposed  letter  sent  from  Mr.  Morison, 
wi!>hing  roe  to  retract  the  seniinaents  con* 
taioed  in  my  letter  lo  tbe  sherifF  snbstitntte 
of  Baaafishire.  It js  not  trise  that  I  ererre- 
ceived  from  Morison  any  such  letter.  I^  is 
true,  indeed,  the  writer  eoxpiofed  by  Mori- 
son in  Edinborgb  to  manage  his  buaiaess, 
fiw  certainly  in  point  of  preperty  Morison  ta 
a  re^ipcctable  man,  did,  abeot  three  weeks 
afker  the  publicatien  of  ny  letter,  oalt  on  me, 
wishing  me  to  retract  ray.fimner  statenaen^ 
and  assoring  me  that  they  had  occasioned 
Morison  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness.  At  thir 
interview  be  assoitd  oiB  tbat,as  fiir  as  he  knew^ 
Morison  was  e  kyal  man,  and  altogether 
a  pecson  of  ooexoeptieoable  characler.To  this 
proposition  my  reply  was  short  and  simple, 
Prev'ioos  to  any  retracttod  on  my  part,  I  re- 
ouired  that  Morison  sfaonki  offer  an  ai^oiogy 
W  bis  conduct}  and  th^  I  conceived  indi- 
spensably aeoesiary,  before  I  humbled  my-^ 
self  so  fiir  as  to  go  on  niy  knees  to  any  indi- 
vidual whatever.  Whetfasr  I  was  right  io 
following  this  line  of  ooodoct  will  depend  on 
a  review  of  those  circemstanccs  which  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  state  before^I  close  my 
observatiojis  on  this  very  serious  charge. 
This  only  it  is  proper  for  me  to  add  on  this 
pointy  that  from  the  dajr  that  this  iatsrview 
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It9k  pUtt^  I  Ytc^ei  no  ei|>lattiatiofij  and 
iIm(  I  n^ver  beard  more  of  the  bostnes^  till  ft 
wa«  first  agitnted  in  thts  hcms^. — Hflfing^ 
IKitdeiltefepreHminaryolkSQrvatiom.  I  should 
Ikrtr  proceed  to  the  marirs  of  the  cd&e.  Be- 
tfilr«,  however,  1  do  this,  it  wt]l  be  oecrssa* 
ff  fo  tntroduce  lome  .genenl  observation)!, 
which  will  matcriaUy  assint  the  house  in 
^MPipr^hettding  tbe*ireal  nature  of  ibe  pro* 
Oredinga  whidi  I  thought  it  my  duty 
f^  adopts  so  far  aa  Monsoo  was  cotKern- 
•d«  Jo  the  fifHt  plooe,  J  wish  to  direct  the 
aiieittioti  of  the  houfle  to  the  period  of  the 
^ejT  at  which  the  letter  ii>  questioft  waa 
Wrirtieii,  and  the  meauH  of  defence  wliich 
^tOrtal)d  at  tliat  Itnie  posnessed.  as  appticable 
to  rhe  forAiidat^d  danger  with  which  the 
0onntr^waa  threatened.  It  will  be  neces-^a- 
9f^tttki,  before  1  sit  down,  to  dwell  somt^ 
^!l»at  at  large  ou  the  nature  of  the  duties 
fo»iiected  with  the  offke  of  lord  advocate 
fbr^cMUnd ;  buteVen  now  it  is  proper  that 
i  sbouM  incidentally  allude  to  it.  i  mutit 
first  of  b\\  say,  then,  that  in  Ihd  cittoum- 
atanocs  nuder  which  the  letter  was  wittt*fn, 
I  aeted  under  tlic  gravest  respQnalbility.  I 
have  to  state,  thot  at  that  pii?riod  the  fueana 
^'  Asf^ncQ  in  Scotland  were  totally  tnade*- 
^uale'toita  defence.  Wl^n  I  say  tiiatScor* 
land  inteM  then  ahnoit  wholly  left  to  itself,  I 
meais  to  throw  out  no  charge  either  against 
the  king's  late  ministers;  or  the  illustrioua 
persons  at  the  head  of  the  army.— The efft^ 
of  this  however  wa»,  that  vtry  con%i,d^rable 
timmtind  dissatisfiBCtion  did  prevail  in  Scot- 
\«n&,  though  the  WiseAt  and  more  reflecting 
part  of  the  cooomimity  were  co»vinced  o€ 
iho  necessity  of  concentrating  the  troops 
in  the  vicinity  of  tho^capital.  Tlie  house 
are  sufficiently  aware  what  a  lat^e  propor- 
tion of  the  reonsks  for  the  regular  army  are 
^t  ail  times  obtained  from  S^tland.  N'»t- 
withstanding  this  (  have  now  to  mention; 
that,  at  tixe  period  to  which  I  am  referring, 
feherewereonly,  inallSootlaudrtwoweakbat- 
tiilioni  of  the  army  of  rcaerve,  without  cloth- 
hig  and  without  arms,  and  one  solitary  regi- 
ment of  diagooos.  In  thi»  reipcci>  then^ 
wc  were  aolely  left  to  ourselves.  Buf,  Sir, 
this  was  not  all.  At  that  very  moment  the 
nob'e  lord,' at  tlie  he^dof  the  iroopsin  Scot- 

^  land,  had  actually  received  order**  to  detach 
some  part  of  our  force  to  Ireland,  and  two 
ofou?  best  appointed  and  most  steady  regi- 
«jents  of  militia  were  actually  under  march- 
ing orders  for  a  dbtrict  in  Northumberland. 
We  bad  then  only  thirteen  battalions  of  mi- 
ht^a  J.  the  supplementary  militia  were  then 
hardly  in  the  racks,  and  of  the  volunteers  a 

'.  great  proportion  were  alsod^siitufte  of  arms, 
md  Ml. every  point  of .  view  unpft'pared  for 


service,  ob  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  When 
I  mention  that    under  two  major  generals 
there  were  only  two*  regiments   I  think.  I 
mo>t  convry  to  the  house  a  tolerable  picttire 
of  miliinry  defence  of  Scotland  at  the  time 
when  this  letter,  on  which  so  much  animad- 
version has  passed,  was  written.  With  regard 
to  the  north  ot  Scotland,    its  whole  safety 
depended  upon  the  voluntary  exertions  of 
the  people.    The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  forces  felt  it  his  duty  to  Concentrate  what 
troops  he  could  collect  for  the  defrncc  of 
*   Edinburgh,    and  therefore    the  delenceless 
state  of  the  norlhern  part  q(  the  inland  could 
not,  at  that  nioiiient,  be  possibly  avoided, 
1  appeal  then.  Sir,    to  the  candour  of  the 
hoerse,   what  my  feelings  must  have  been, 
when  called  on  to  offer  an  opinion  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  an  individual,  whose  pro- 
ceedings wrni  to  the  direct  discouragement 
of  the  exertions  of  the  volunteers,  on  whom 
the  saftty*  of  the   North  of  Scotland   de- 
pended.     Am  i  to   be  severely  coi^demn- 
ed  for  n6t   having    guided    myself  wholly 
by  the  cold    formal   terrns  of  law?      The 
more  we  felt  the  necessity  of  concentrating 
the  troops  in    tim   vicinity  of  Edinburgh, 
tlie  moi«    did  we   see  the  expedience  ot^ 
epcouraging,  by  every  possible   means,  the 
exertions  of  the  volunteers  in  the  Northera 
part  of  the  island.     Unqnestionably  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  discourage  any  at-^ 
tempt  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  volunl^efn, 
and  though  I  have  no  idea  of  dragooning 
men  into  volunteers,  I  certainly  did  feel, 
that  the  coiiduct  of  Morison,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  was  highly  to  be 
reprobated.     So  much  I  have  conceived  it 
necessary  to  say  as  to  the  n^eans  of  defence 
possessed  by  Scotland,  at  the  period  when 
the  letter  w^  written.    'Jlie  next  point  tt^ 
which  I  wish  lo  advert  is^  the  means  of  in* 
tbrmation  with  regard  to  the  probable  at- 
tempt at  invasion,  at  the  period  to  which  V 
have  been  reftrring.    At  that  time  it  was 
almost  univeritally  understood  among  all  the 
deputy  lieutenants,  or  at  least  among  all  the 
lords  lieutenants  of  counties,  thsit  invasion 
might  be  expected  from  day  to  day.     The 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  troop-j,  strongly 
represented  the  immediate  probability  of  tli©' 
attempt,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  <tate,  intinivtihg 
that  govetument,  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  enemy's  preparations,  were  in  dally  ex- 
pectation of  the  enemy  endeavouring  to  ef- 
fect a  landing  on  our  shores.  So  far,  indeed, 
did  the  noble  lord  and  I  carry  our  views  on 
this  subject,  that  not  oontertted  with  precau- 
tions for  the  readiness  of  the  troops,  we 
carried  ihem  even  so  far  as  to  our  own  perv 
fons.    I  can  state  to  the  bouse^  that  tlu;  no« 
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ble  lord  was  so  scrupulous  on  this  point,  that 
he  determined  not  to  sleep  even  one  night 
out  of  Edinburgh.  He  even  went  so  far  as 
to  refrain  to  sleep  at  Dalkeith,  the  seat  of 
the  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  though  only  six 
miles  from  Edinburgh,  from  the  apprehen- 
sion that  the  signal  for  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  might  be  hoisted,  and  even  an  hour 
should  not  iSe  lost  in  leading  the  troops  a- 
gainst  the  invaders.  It  was  under  such  cir- 
cumstances and  such  impressions,  that  I  sat 
down  to  consider  the  case  of  Morison,  -and 
in  the  answer  which  I  gave  to  the  memorial 
submitted  for  my  opinion,  as  well  as  in  the 
letter  to  the  sheriff  of  Bam  (Vsh  ire,  1  certainly 
did  deliver  my  sentiments  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  enemy  might  have  landed  in 
Scotland,  even  before  my  letter  reached  its 
destination.— -Having  put  the  house  in  pos- 
session of  the  real  state  of  things^  so  far  as 
our  information  respecting  the  time  when 
•  invasion  might  have  been  expected  in  Scot- 
land, I  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  nature  of  the  oflice  which  it  is  my  duty 
to  hold,  and  which  may  tend  to  enable  (he 
house  more  fairly  and  impartially  to  judge  of 
the  question  at  issue.  They,  Sir,  who  judge 
of  the  office  of  lord  advocate  for  Scotland 
by  a  comparison  with  the  dry,  formal  office 
of  attorney-general  in  this  country,  have, 
indeed,  formed  a  most  erroneous  opinion  on 
the  subject.  The  hon.  gent,  has  professed 
.  bis  inability  to  explain  to  the  house  the  va* 
rious  and  complicated  duties  of  this  office. 
I  wish  (hat  I  could  within  any  reasonable 
compass  define  its  duties,  and  then  I  can 
assure  the  bouse  that  though  extensive,  al- 
most beyond  conception,,  they  would  affi)rd 
roe  ease  and  retirement,  compared  with  the 
endless  succession  of  duties  which  now  suc- 
cessively pass  under  ray  review.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  here 
respecting  the  executive  govt,  in  Scotland, 
previous  to  the  union.  At  that  period  the 
lord  high  chancellor,  the  lord  justice  general, 
the  lond  justice  .clerk,  the  lord  privy  seal, 
and  the  lord  advocate,  were  the  constituent 
members  of  administration.  From  a  variety 
of  causes  these  had  successively  disappeared. 
The  lord  high  chancellor  was  no  longer  in 
existence.  The  lord  privy  seal  existed  roe:*  ly 
for  the  purpose  of  af^pending  the  seal  of 
Scotland.  The  lord  chief  justice  general  is 
the  mere  nominal  head  of  a  court  at  which 
be  never  presides.  By  a  special  act  of 
.parliament  the  lord  justice  clerk  can  have 
no  seat  in  the  house,  and  is  wholly  confined 
to  his  own  court.-^Under  these  circum- 
stances, Sir,  the  whole  of  the  duties  con« 
nected  with  these  various  departments  have 
pow  entirely  devolved  on  the  lord  advocate 
Vol.  II. 


of  Scotland.  To  him  all  inferior  officers 
look  for  advice  and  decision^  and  with  the 
greatest  propriety  it  may  be  said  that  he  po&« 
messes  the  whole  of  the  executive  goveri^- 
ment  of  Scotland  under  his  particular  care* 
I,  Sir,  have  found  in  my  own  experience 
how  boundless  are  the  duties  which  this  office 
imposes.  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  in  a  thou- 
sand instances  not  only  to  give  advice  on 
subjects  connected  with  my  professional  pur- 
suits, but  on  subjects  altogether  foreign 
from  my  habits  of  lif«.  I  have  often  been 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  advice  on  mat- 
ters purely  military,  and  to  endeavoiir  to 
remove  difficulties  which  had  occurred  in 
arranging  the  means  of  national  defence.  I 
may  state,  without  exaggeration,  that  since 
the  first  parsing  of  the  acts  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  I  have  given  to  lord  lieu* 
tenants  and  others  employed  in  carrying 
these  acts  into  efifcct,  no  less  than  eight 
hundred  different  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
military. arrangements.  This  I  have  been 
called  to  do  from  the  difference  of  .habiu 
and  niaoners  in  different  districts  of  Scot- 
land, to  which  no  general  legislative  opi**- 
nion  could  ever  reach.  While  I  am  on  this 
subject,  I  may  with  the  utmost  propriety 
iadd,  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  present 
commander  in  chief  in  Scotland  (Earl  Moi- 
ra),  I  have  been  in  a  great  measure  relieved 
from  this  very  fatiguing  part  of  my  public 
duty.  That  gallant  nobleman  possesses  not 
only  the  utmost  perfection  of  military  sci- 
ence, but  unites  so  much  civil  and  political 
knowledge,  that  he  has  conciliated  and  en- 
deared all  hearts.  Upder  his  auspices  we 
have  not  only  begun  to  feel  no  dread  of  in- 
vasion, but  have  imbibed  confideuce  in  our« 
selves.  We  have  not  only  adopted,  this 
confidence,  but  we  have  bt:en  inspired  with 
an  enthusiastic  desire  to  prove  ourselves 
worthy  of  our  illustrious  commander,  and 
by  our  blood  to  add  new  glory  to  his  fame 
in  arms.  I  am  proud,  Sir,  to  boast  of  the 
confidence  which  the  noble  lord  has  been 
pleased  to  repose  in  me,  and  I  will  put  it 
with  fairness  to  the  house,  whether,  if  my 
public  conduct  had  ever  been  marked  with 
severity,  wantonness  or  oppression,  it  is  at 
all  likely  that  I  should  have  continued  to 
enjoy  the  good  opinion  of  one  so  much  dis« 
tinguished  by  his  public  and  his  private  vir« 
tues.  Will  the  house  credit  the  possibility 
of  the  noble  lord's  at  all  times  honouinng 
with  his  regard  an  individual  under  whose 
administration  the  people  of  Scotland  were 
reduced  to  tlie  degrading  state  >vhich  the 
hon.  gent,  who  introduced  the  charge  seem- 
ed to  represent  ?  In  judging  of  my  public 
conduct,  the  house  ought  to  bear  ia  ound 
3  E 
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tbe  duties  which  t  have  to  perform  and  the 
tcene  on  which  I  am  called  on  to  act.  It 
should  be  remembered  that,  with  tbe  ex- 
ception of  the  legislature,  Scotland  is  still 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  separate  king* 
dom.  Its  laws^  its  customft^  and  its  ctiaa- 
ners  have  undergone  no  change.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  general  act;!  much  local  expla- 
nation is  required^  and  therefore  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland  most  frequently  act 
on  his  responsibility.  This  is  tbe  sort  of 
conduct  which  every  one  in  this  situation  is 
necessarily  compelled  to  pursue.  Cases  do 
occur  when  nothing  but  responsibility  can 
enable  a  lord  advocate  of  Scotland  firmly  and 
honestly  to  perform  his  duty  to  the  public.  In 
the  American  war,  a  noble  lord  (Lord  Mel- 
ville) who  tben  filled  the  situation,  acted  on 
'one  occasion  on  ibis  principle  in  a  way  that 
did  him  the  higbest  honour.  The  instance 
to  which  I  allude  was  the  case  of  several  ves- 
sels about  to  sail  from  Greenock  and  Port- 
patrick  for  New  York  and  Boston.  If  these 
vessels  nad  been  permitted  to  sail^  ihe  con- 
senuence  would  have  been  that  a  number  oi 
British  subjects  would  have  been  totally  lost 
to  this  country,  Wbat  then  did  the  noble 
lord  do  under  these  circumstances  ?  He  did 
precisely  tbat  which  his  public  deity  impe- 
Tiously  required  of  him.  He  incurred  a 
grand  responsibility,  immediately  sent  or- 
ders to  the  custom-house  ofiScers  at  the  ports 
from  which  the  vessels  were  to  sail,  and  had 
them  all  embargoed.  Thus,  by  incurring 
responsibility,  an  important  public  object 
was  obtained,  though  the  act  in  itself  was 
not  strictly  legal.  Another  case,  which  is 
ulso.  strongly  in  point,  occurred  during  the 
administration  of  my  predecessor  in  ofilice. 
It  so  happened  that  he  received  intelligence 
that  a  letter  would  be  seiit  firona  the  post 
ofiice  at  Perth,  and  would  reach  Edinburgh 
on  a  particular  day.  In  this  case,  if  legal 
forms  had  been  adhered  to,  an  order  from 
the  secretary  of  state's  ofiSce  musX  have  been 
obtained  before  the  letter  could  be  stopped. 
But  what  had  his  hon.  iriend  done  at  such  a 
crisis  ?  he  felt  that  he  must  and  ought  to 
stand  upon  his  responsibility.  He  did  fol- 
low this  course.  He  intercepted  tbe  letter, 
and  from  tbe  information  it  contained  he 
viras  enabled  to  detect  and  bring  Watt, 
the  traitor,  to  condign  punishment.  In  my 
own  experience  I  have  also  felt  it  my  duty 
to  stand  on  my  responsibility^  when  it  ap- 
peared to  me  thiat  the  public  service  was  in- 
terested. Information  reached  me,  that  se- 
veral vessels  were  about  to  sail  from  ports  in 
the  west  of  Scotland,  with  a  number  of  emi- 
grants on  board,  bound  to  America,  and 
&at  the  amount  of  provisions  was  not  much 


more  than  one-third  of  what  was  necessary 
to  provide  for  even  an  ordinary  voyage. 
Here  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment,  but  im- 
mediately, by  orders  to  the  custom-house 
officers,  had  them  embargoed,  till  a  propefr 
supply  of  provisions  was  obtained.  The  ac- 
tion was  not  strictly  legal,  but  my  own 
sense  of  public  duty  representqJ  tome  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  it  and  awaiting  tfcfe 
consequences.  No  fault  was  found  with 
my  conduct,  and  if  1  had  thought  that  ft 
would  have  been  blamed,  I  could  only  have 
come  to  this  house  for  an  act  of  indemnity* 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  act  on  the  same  princi- 
ples in  July  last,  when  the  insurrection 
broke  out  in  Dublin.  At  that  time  I  was 
apprized  that  numbers  of  Irishmen  were  ar- 
riving at  Port  Patrick,  from  Ireland.  I  na- 
turally supposed,  as  was  tbe  case,  a  bril 
would  pass,  enabling  the  Irish  govt,  to 
prevent  any  person  leaving  Ireland  withoot 
a  passport.  There  was  no  similar  law 
against  their  reception  hercj  but,  acting  on 
the  principle  that  this  act  was  meant  to  be 
reciprocal,  I  immedij^tely  sent  orders  to  pre- 
vent any  persons  but  women  and  children 
from  landing  in  any  port  of  this  kingdom, 
without  a  passport ;  and  those  who  had  nt> 
passport  I  immediately  ordered  to  be  sent 
back  again  to  Ireland.  Here,  to  be  sure,  I 
did  not  act  in  conformity  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  law,  Carrjung  the  tnatter  to  strict 
interpret atidn,  an  action  of  false  imprison- 
ment would,  perhaps,  have  lain  against  me. 
But  I  should  have  been  ashamed  of  myself 
if,  from  an  apprehension  of  any  such  con- 
sequences, I  had  at  all  dreaded  to  encoun- 
ter responsibility,  or  to  answer  for  my  con- 
duct with  my  head.  On  these  principles  I 
have  always  proceeded,  and  on  these  grounds 
it  is  my  determination  always  to  act.— It 
did  occur  to  n»e,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy 
appearing  ofiF  the  coast,and  evidencing  an  in- 
tention of  landing,  that  it  woold.be  impossible 
to  go  on  in  the  common  mode  ti  adminis- 
tering justice,  and  I  therefore,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  opinion  of  the  noble  commander 
in  chief,  applied  to  government  foi^  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  conditional  committee,  for 
declaring  martial  law  in  the  event  of  the 
efiemy*s  landing.— Feeling  that  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  was  apprehensive  that  the 
knowledge  of  such  a  measure  might  create 
Unnecessary  alarm,  I  desired  himself  only  to 
say  so,  tbat  I  would  take  the  whole  respon- 
sibility on  myself,  would  burn  his  letter  6ii 
the  subject,  would  on  my  own  responsibi- 
lity take  every  step  that  was  necessary  for 
the  public  safety,  and  would  throw  myself 
on  the  candour  of  this  house.  If,  however, 
the  house  be  inclined  to  take  on  themselves 
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the  responsibility  which  had  always  been 
ivnderstocxi  to  attach  to  the  character  of  lord 
advocate,  I  shall  feel  happy,  and  thank  them 
for  the  relief.  There  is  another  thipg 
which  may  give  some  idea  of  the  situation 
ip  which  Scotland  stood  at  the  moment 
when  that  letter  was  written,  and  of  the 
degree  of  responsibility  which  tlie  imperious 
necessity  of  the  times  called  on  me  to  un- 
dertake. At  that  time  £dloburgh  was  in 
the  greatest  state  of  alarm»  and  was  by  no 
means  adequately  defended,  such  as  by  the 
exertions  of  tlie  noble  lord  to  whom  1  have 
so  often  alluded,  it  now  is,  nor  could  it  at  that 
moment  have  resisted  an  attack  of  five 
thousand  men.  In  this  situation,  the  banks 
and  private  bankers  had  provided  the  neces- 
sary accommodations  for  retreating  with  all 
their  effects.  1  was  here  again  forced^to  in- 
terpose my  responsibility.  If  the  enemy 
should  land^  what  in  that  case  would  b^ 
come  of  the  payment  of  the  troops,  the  banks 
having  ficd  with  all  their  cash  ?.  1  caused  a 
military  chest  to  be  erected,  in  which  all  the 
cash  of  the  country  should  be  deposited.  I 
(old  them  that  I  would  take  the  responsi- 
tMlity  on  myself.  The  pay  of  20,000  troops, 
while  an  enemy  was  in  the  country,  could 
not  be  suffered  to  depend  on  a  check  or  bill 
on  London.  Such  was  the  responsibility  in 
which  I  stood,  and  such  the  character  in 
which  I  acted.  It  was  not  as  public  prose- 
cutor that  I  wrote  the  letter  in  question  }  it 
was  not  my  object  to  have  Mr.  Morlson 
apprehended  as  a  suspected  person,  but  I 
felt  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  from  the 
situation  I  held«  arising  from  the  official  in- 
formation which  I  Jbad  received. — The  hon. 
gent,  says  that  my  opinion  and  my  letter 
were  very  different.  They,  indeed,  were 
so,  for  they  were  fotinded  on  very  different 
information,  and  were  given  under  very 
difterent  circumstances.  The  one  was  ah 
opinio^  delivered  by  me  to  a  client;  the 
other  >^as  a  letter  written  in  consequence  of 
a  communication  made  to  me  in  my  official 
capacity,  by  a  person  holding  an  ofHcial  si- 
tuation in  the  county  in  which  the  transac- 
tion <^curred.  The  memorial  or  statement, 
oti  which  my  opinion  was  formed,  was  not 
laid  before  me  by  the  sheriff  substitute^  but 
by  the  private  agent  of  Garrow.  It  stated 
4he  fact  of  the  service,  of  Garrow's  dismissal, 
and  concluded  with  the  question^  '*  is  he 
entitled  to  payment  for  his  service  during 
the  period  pf  his  service  ?"  The  letter,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  written  in  consequence 
of  a  communication  made  to  roe  officially 
by  Mr.  Forbes,  sheriff  substitute  of  the 
county,  whose  business  it  is  to  impart  to  me 
auch  occurrences  in  the  county  as  be^  may 


deem  of  any  public  importance,  or  as  likely 
to  aid  or  impede  the  public  service.  He 
thought  it  a  business  of  such  a  nature  as 
called  on  him  to  v<^ait  on  me,  and  commu- 
nicate to  me  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  occurred.  I  shall  state  that  information 
to  tlie  house,  and  then  let  them  judge  of  the 
dilemma  in  which  theJord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land must  stand,  if,  with  the  high  respon- 
sibility to  which  he  is  subjected,  he  is  to  be 
liable  to  charges  like  the  present.  Were 
I  to  wish  to  sheltei^  myself  under  a  vile  in- 
sinuation against  Morison  that  I  had  received 
information  against  him,  which,  indepen- 
dent of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
dismissal,  would  warrant  the  conduct  whicl]i 
I  had  adopted,  would  the  house  ask  me  t;a 
divulge  my  private  information?  It  unques- 
tionably would  not.  If  it  did,  there  would 
be  an  end  to  all  communications  of  the 
kind,  as  none  would  be  found  in  such  cir- 
cumstances ready  to  give  any  information. . 
If  I  a>k  for.  indemnity,  is  it  necessary  to 
shew  that  I  have  acted  legally  ?  Of  what 
use,  then,  would  be  an  application  for  in- 
demnity? If  I  produced  y5rimj/flk;j^  evidence 
of  being  actuated  by  no  sinister  or  improper 
motivcjj  I  would  not  be  required  to  divuiga» 
the  real  grounds  on  which  ipy  conduct  wag 
founded.  If  a  disclosure  o(  such  secret 
grounds  of  opinion  were  at  all  required, 
they  would  not  be  called  for  openly,  but  in 
a  secret  committee.  It  is  not  my  wish, 
however,  to  screen  myself  under  such  an 
allegation.  Justice  to  Mr.  Morison  requires 
me  to  declare,  that  I  have  no  cause  to  im- 
pute any  iinproper  conduct  or  motives  to 
him,  farther  than  was  communicated  tome 
by  the  sheriff  substitute  regarding  this  af- 
fair. Feeling  the  bad  effects  which  the 
conduct  of  Morison  had,  and  was  likely  to 
have  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  she- 
riff substitute,  on  his  own  part,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  other  magistrates  of  the  county, 
came  to  me,  and  stated  how  materially  the 
public  service  had  been  injured.  He  inform- 
ed roe  that  the  servant  had  not  entered 
against  the  will,  but  without  obtaining  the 
consent  of  his  master.  That  his  master  had 
seen  him  attend  drill  for  four  months  with- 
out objecting  to  it,  behaving  done  it  at 
extraordinary  hours.  Having  thus  qualified 
himself  for  the  service,  and  entitled  to  avail 
himself  of  his  attendance,  he  asked  leave  of 
his  master  to  go,  but  was  refused,  a  parti- 
cular piece  of  work  being  at  the  same  time 
pointed  out  to  him,  which  he  must  perform. 
So  great  was  his  zeal  for  the  public  service, 
and  at  the  same  time  his  desire  not  to  neg- 
lect his  master  s  work,  he  rose  -during  the 
night- tiqae,  and  complete^  the4ask  assigned 
3Xa 
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blm«    Having  doAe  so,  he  shewed  it  to  his 
master^  again  asked  leave  to  go,  and  was 
again  refused,  This,  probably,  was  the  first 
time  he  had  worn   his  uniform,  de&iruus, 
most  likely  of  figuring  before  some  of  his 
female  acquaintance,  and  anxious,  no  doubt, 
to  profit  by  the  attendance  which  he  had 
formerly  given,  he  did  attend  the  inspection, 
expecting  at  the  very  most  that  he  would  re- 
ceive a  scold  for  kis  disobedience.     In  this, 
however,  he  was  deceived,  his  master  dis- 
missed him,  ah  hough  he  otiered  to  work 
extra  hours',  or  any  additional  day  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  agrcemei^t.     But  how  was  he 
turned  away  ?    Was  he  turned  away  as  the 
hon.  gent,  would  dismiss  one  of  his  servants 
who  had  deservedly  ofiended  him  ?     Were 
his  wages  honestly  and  fairly  paid  to  him  ? 
No,  he  and  his  family  were  turned  to  the 
door  without  a  single  farthing  of  wages, 
even  for  the  time  he  had  actually  served, 
which  he  did  not  latterly  recover,  but  through 
a  decree  of  the  sheriff.  Dismissal  of  a  servant 
in  Scotland,  it  is  to  be  observed,  is  very  dif- 
ferent in  its  effects  from  a  similar  line  of 
conduct  in  this  country.    In  Scotland  ser- 
vants were  not    engaged  by    the    day  or 
weelt,  but  by  the  half  year,  at  two  stated 
terms,  when  every  servant  necessary  for  that 
half  year's  work,  is  engaged.     It  was  there^ 
fore  not  to  be  expected  that  he  should  get  a 
place  for  the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Thefe 
lire,  (resides,  no  poor  rates  in  Scotland,  of 
course  no  alternative  seemed  to  await  him 
but  to  beg  or  to  starve.    These  are  the  cir- 
cumstances on  which  I  proceeded,  commu* 
nicated  tome  not  by  the  servant,  but  official- 
ly by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  county, 
impressed  with  the  conviction  of  the  mischie- 
vous effects  which  such  conduct  had   pro- 
duced on  the  public  service.     Is  there  then 
3  man  in  this  bouse  who  will  now  hesitate 
where  to  £ipply  the  terms  injustice  and  op- 
pression ?     I  do  say,  that  I,  at  this  moment, 
consider  the  coqduct  of  Morison  to  have  l>een 
unjust  and  oppressive  in  the  extreme  ;  and, 
on  mature  and  calm  deHberation,  if  I  doubt 
qf  any  part,  of  my  conduct  in  that  business, 
It  is  how  far  my  legal  opinion,  that  he  was 
warranted  in  dismissing  his  servant,  was  well 
founded.    The  circatpstanees  were  stated  to 
me  as  guardian  of  the  laws  of  Scotland.    In 
what  light  could  I  view  the  conduct  of  Mo- 
rison ?     The  hon.  gent,  says,  that  1  was  not 
entitled,  however,  to  re^d  a  man*s  motives 
in  his  coi^duct  j  as  if  there  was  one  man  in 
the  North  pf  Scotland  in  the  pay  of  France, 
in  what  maq^ier  could  he  aict  to  denote  his 
character  more  clearly  than  Morison  had  here 
done  ?    The  hpn.  gent,  has  completely  mis- 
pl9f^4  tl^QSp  leqti^i^^ijts  9f  cpmmiseration 


and  compassibn  on  which  he 'had  so  largely 
dwelt.    jThis,    however^    I  am  convinced 
proceeded  from  a  partial  and  incomplete  in- 
formation of  the  facts  of  the  case.    Had  he 
known  them  fully,  he  rou«t  have  seen  that 
his  compassion  was  far  more  justly  due  to 
the  servant  th^  to  the  master.    There  is^ 
however,  another  circumstance,  of  which  I 
then  had  information,  with  which  the  con- 
duct of  Morison  exactly  corresponded,  nor 
was  I  at  all  unwarranted  in  supposing  him  to 
be  a  person  of  that  description.    I  was  not 
ignorant  that  there  had  existed  at  Portsay, 
within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  place  where  this 
gent,  lived,  a  society  called  ♦•  the  Society  for 
Universal  Liberty,'*  founded  on  the  principle 
of  never  ceasing  to  promote  their  chimerical 
and  visionary  plans,  so  long  as  a  member  of 
it  existed.    The  conduct  cf  this  society  had 
been  soch  as  to  induce  the  sheriff  to  inform 
them,  that  he  must  have  the  honours  of  the 
sittings  at  the  after  meetings,  and  on  this 
notification  they  had  thought  proper  to  dis- 
solve.   That  they  did,  however,  still  conti- 
nue to  meet  in  small  parties,  for  feditious 
purposes,  and  that  one  of  their  objects  was 
to  discountenance  and  discourage  volunteer- 
ing among   servants,  was  known.     I  was 
well  aware  that  ihcfrhnum  wohile,  the  prin-^ 
cipal  instigator  and  promoter  of  this  society, 
was  a  person  veiy  likely  to  have  influence 
over  Mr.  Morison.     What  then  was  I  to 
think,  when  I  saw  him  so  wantonly  and  un- 
disguisedly  impeding  th^'public  service,  but 
that  he  was  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
adopted  this  as  their  grand  and  systematic  ob- 
ject?    My  mind,  probably,  is  not  properly 
constructed,  but:  such  was  my  feeling  and 
persuasion  on  the  occasion.     Let  me  ask,  \i 
a  person  had  sold  himself  into  the  service  oi 
France,  and  were  to  put  the  question  to  the 
First  Consul,  how  he  could  best  serve  him, 
what  would  he  answer  ?     *'  You  live  in  s 
remote  part  of  the  country,  where  you  car 
expect  little  aid  from  the  regular  force,- whicl: 
must  necessarily  be  kept  near  the  capital.  In^ 
telligence  you  can  send  me  none  j  therefore 
the  most  essential  service  you  can  rendei 
me  is,  to  do  every  thing  you  can  to  dis 
courage,  impede,  and  defeat  the  volunteer 
}ng."    If,  therefore,  Moriison  had  been  ir 
the  direct  pay  of  France,    he  could  have 
dope  nothing  mor^  effectually  to  ser%»e  i 
than  he  actually  had   done.— Having  noM 
gone  through,  at  much  greater  length  that 
I  intended,  the  condoct  of  Morison,  as  stated 
by  the  sheriff  substitute,  I  shall  proceed  t< 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  letter.    The  hon 
gent,  has  divided  this  branch  into  three  dis 
tiiict  points.    There  is  one  on  which  he  ha 
not  toi^el^ed,  wfeicb?  as  jt  ma^  militate  agains 
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me  with  some  of  the  legal  gentlemen  near 
me,  whose  good  wishes  I  am  eager  to  re- 
concHe,  I  must  explain.  The  passage  I  al- 
lude to  is  that  in  which  I  state,  that  I  have 
returned  the  fee  \  a  practice,  I  can  assure 
my  learned  friends  and  thehon.  gent.^  by  no 
means  common  in  my  country,  and  one 
which  I  shall  be  sorry  to  extend  to  the  bon. 
gent,  should  he  be  ever  pleased  to  employ 
me.  The  first  part  of  the  letter  touched  on 
by  the  hon.  gent,  is  that  in  which  I  state  the 
conduct  of  Morisoh  to  be  of  an  atrocious  na- 
ture, and  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  counry 
should  enter  into  a  resolution  not  to  asso- 
ciate with  him.  When  I  first  suggested  this 
to  the  sherilf  substitule,  he  told  me  that  this 
V^as  already  in  a  great  measure  the  case.  I 
told  him  then,  the  power  of  punishing  was 
in  their  own  hands,  and  if  they  required  my 
testimony  in  support  of  their  conduct,  they 
should  have  it.  That  sentiment  I  still  retain. 
Will  this  house  entertain  a  complaint  again<t 

*  a  public  officer  for  libelling  a  private  indivi- 
dual ?  To  an  action  of  damages^  I  am  sen- 
sible, if  1  have  libelled  Mr.  Morison,  I  am 
liable,  and  even  that  my  official  situation 
might  be  a  ground  for  enhancing  them. 
But,  with  such  a  question^  this  house  has 
nothing  to  do.  I  have  expressed  my  opinion 
of  his  conduct.  In  that  opinion  I  still  "per- 
severe. The  very  act  of  sending  the  letter 
may  amoant  to  publication  of  the  Jibel,  if  it 
be  one.  Let  Mr.  Morison  bring  his  proper 
action,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  answer  to  it. 
As  to  the  idea  that  my  advice  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  not  to  associate  with  Mr. 
Morison,  was  to  produce  ^at  sentiment,  can 

*  the  house  be]ieve  (hat  such  would  have  been 
the  effect,  bad  not  such  an  idea  corresponded 
with  their  own  feelings  ?  A  pretty  satisfac- 
tory proof  of  this  feeling  manifested  itself  at 
a  quarterly  county  meeting,  where  one  gent, 
was  found  willing  to  bring  my  letter  under 
consideration ;  the  motion,,  however,  was 
thrown  over  the  table.  Was  I  tjjc  only  per- 
son not  entitled  to  express  this  opinion  ?  or 
docs  tlie  hon.  gent,  think,  that  I  was  bound 
to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  and  respect 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and  to  adr 
vice  them  to  take  him  cordially  by  the  hand  ? 
standing  in  the  situation  in  which  I  did,  and 
told  officially,  by  a  public  officer,  what  effect 
'tis  conduct  had  produced,  ^hat  other  step 
could  I  have  adopted?  the  next  point  touch- 
ed on,  by  the  hon.  gent.,  was  that  part,  in 
which  I  recommend,  that  in  case  of  a  land- 
ing of  the  enemy,  Morison  shoujd  be  ap- 
prehended. On  this  bead,  the  hcHi.  gent, 
remarks,  what  would  be  the  effect,  if,  in  re- 
sisting such  attempt,  he  should  commie  mur- 
lict  ?   His  offence^  says  the  bon,  gent  would 


not  be  punishable,  he  would  have  been  ap-* 
prehendcd  without  a  warrant!  The  hon.gent. 
has  clearly  misconceived  this  part  of  the  case. 
My  letter  would  not  have  been  the  warrant; 
on  which,  in  the  event  of  a  landing,  IVIort- 
son  would  have  been  apprehended.  It  could 
only  have  served  as  the  authority  or  mandate 
to  the  sheriff,  or  other  officer,  to  issue  the 
proper  warrant,  and  to  which,  therefore,  the 
objection  of  the  hon.  gent,  will  tiot  apply. 
But,  says  the  hon.  gent.,  if  you  did  think  this 
act  necessary,  you  have  even  exceeded  it ; 
for,    not  content  with  apprehending,  yoa 
have  also  ordered  him  to   be  detained.     If 
this  had  not  been  ordered,  what  use  could 
there  have  been,  in  ordering  him,  or  any 
suspicious  person,    to  be  apprehended?   it 
could  be  of  no  use  whatever  j  if  not  detained 
till  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  coast, 
what  beneficial  effect  could  arise  from  appre- 
hending him  on  the  first    landing  of  the 
enemy.     On  this  subject,  the  act  of  1791 
had  been  referred  to,  and  I  feel  happy  in  see- 
ing that  act  alluded  to  and  read.     It  proves 
that  the  liberties  of  my  country  are  fixed  on 
as  solid  a  foundation  as  those  of  England  are, 
by  the  boasted  habeas  corpus.    But  thehon. 
gent,  ought  to  haye  observed,  that  times  of 
invasion  or  rebellion,  are  expressly  excepted 
in  the  act.     The  warrants  =  however,  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  are  ordered  to  be  issued,  un- 
der the  orders  of  fiv^  members  of  the  privy 
council.     Unfortunately  there  is  now  none 
such  in  Scotland,  and  iff,  who  nOw  bear  on 
my  shoulders  the  whole  weight  of  the  privy 
council  of  Scotland,  am  not  entitled  to  grant 
such  authority,  Scotland  is  in  the  unhappy 
situation  of  possessing  no  remedy  against  this 
evil      if  it  is  on  this  narrow  ground,  that 
the  hon.  gent,  wishes  to  propose  a  censure 
upon  me,  I  shall,  most  willingly,  submit. 
This  letter,  however,  it  was  never  in  my  con^ 
templation  should  go  out  of  the  pocket  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  written,  unless  in 
case  of  it  being  necessary  to  apprehend  Mo^ 
rison.     Then  it  would  have  bfen  a  jusiifica^ 
tion  to  the  person  who  issued  the  warrant. 
But  I  desire  it  either  to  be  put  on  record,  or  a 
notarial  copy  to  be  made  of  it.  But  the  hon, 
gent,  says  that  I  am  liable  for  any  conse* 
quence  which  may  result  from  the  writing 
of  this  letter,  whether  I  could  have  divined 
the  consequence  or  not.  This  is  rather  a  new 
and  dangerous  principle  to  maintain.  It  was 
equally  impossible  that  I  could  figure  that 
this  letter  could  have  been  put 'on  record,  as 
that  a  letter  written  by  the  hon.  gent,  or  by 
either  of  our  wives,  should  have  found  its 
way  thither.     JEjut  the  hpn.  gent,  might  say, 
now  that  we  are  in  possession  of  the  fact, 
that  you  really  have  such  suspigious  charac* 
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ters,  let  tm  see  4hat  yoa  have  no  more  of 
tbero.  Let  us  sec  your  green  boxes,  and 
we  will  teU  you  how  far  you  arc  well  found- 
ed. This,  indeed,  would  be  exceedingly  con- 
venient, as  there  would  then  be  no  rcapon- 
•ibility.  What  if  Morison  had  been  appre- 
hendcd— would  gentlemen  have  said,  make 
out  a  legal  case  ?  Then  there  would  have 
bfccn  no  occasion  for  indemnity.— Haying 
thus  laid  ihc  case  before  the  bouse,  having 
•tated  the  danger  of  the  country  at  the  pe- 
riod when  the  letter  was  written,  bavmg 
Minted  out  the  responsibility  of  my  own  si- 
tuation, I  leave  it  to  the  house  to  determine 
whether  I  have  not  made  out  such  a  case  as 
mnst  satisfy  them.  I  trust  I  have  already  said 
enough  to  shew  that,  in  the  very  critical  si- 
tuation I  was  placed,  and  with  such  infor- 
mation  as  was  then  before  me,  I  might  have 
undertaken,  on  my  own  responsibility,  to 
have  Mr.  Morison  arrested  in  the  event  of 
invasion.  I  am  now  assured  that  Mr.  Mo- 
rison ij8  a  loyal  and  respectable  man.  It  may 
be  so  5  but  in  lime  of  great  danger  we  must 
act  for  the  safety  of  the  slate,  on  the  evi- 
dcncc  then  before  us.— The  rt.  hon.  gent, 
concluded  by  throwing  himself  upon  the 
candour  of  the  house,  and  apologiaing  for 
having  solongdelainej!  it.  The  lord  advocate 
then  withdrew  from  the  house. 

Mr.  iVbithread  then  moved,  "that  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house  that  the  conduct  of  thert, 
hon.Charlesrtope,  his  majesty's  advocate  for 
Scotland,  in  writing  the  said  letter,  ha«been 
oppressive,  illegal,  and  contrary  to  his  otlicial 
duty."    The  question  being  put. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  rose  and  slated  that  he 
thought  the  first  sentence  which  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  in  his  defence,  was  an 
aggravation  of  his  offence.  His  lordship  had 
said,  that  if  Mr.  Morison  had  apologised  to 
him,  all  miglit  have  been  well.  Mr.  Mon- 
soii's  conduct  he  did  not  admire,  but  the  con- 
duct of  the  lord  advocate  did  not  the  less  de- 
serve his  reprobation.  After  what  he  had 
heard,  he  could  not  deny  that  the  powers  of 
the  lord  advocate  were  great,  but  he  was  not 
the  less  oh  that  account  called  on  to  be  cir- 
cumspect in  his  conduct.  It  was  not  the 
conduct  of  Morison,  but  that  of  the  lord  ad- 
vocate which  was  now  before  the  house,  and 
though  the  conduct  of  Morison  mighi  be 
calculated  to  impede  the  voluntary  exertions, 
it  could  hardly  be  contended  that  the  mode 
in  which  the  lord  advocate  had  conducted 
himself,  was  calculated  to  inspirit  them.  He 
had  said  that  the  letter  was  not  intended  to 
go  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  person  to  whona 
K  had  been  sent.  How,  in  that  case,  could 
ii  hold  him  out  to  the  contempt  and  odium 
V  \uAi  It  professed  for  its  object  ?     Keeping 


the  tetter  secret,  hi^  lordship  rather  thought 
an  aggravation  of  the  injury,  for  in  that  way 
it  roust  have  come  on  him  like  a  thunder- 
bolt, without  any  previous  expectation,  and 
while  he  thought  himself  secure,  be  must, 
withont  being  beard  in  his  defence,  have 
been  deprived  both  of  his  liberty  and  pro- 
perty. 

TTie  Attorney  C^nero/ was  of  opinion,  that 
after  what  they  had  heard  from  the  rt.  hon, 
and  learned  lord  himself  any  thing  that  he 
could  say,  could  add  but  linleto  his  justifi- 
cation.   The  learned  lord  had  stated,  that, 
as  a  lawyer,  he  had  founded  his  opinion  oa 
the  private  information  of  an  individual,  but 
in  regard  to  the  question  now  before   the 
house,  he  had  acted  on  the  information  of 
the  sheriff,  and  not  on  the  information  of  a 
private  individual.     The  principal  objectioa 
to  the  conduct  of  the  learned  lord,  he  stated, 
arose  from  an  idea  that  it  was  oppressive  to 
the  individual :  but,   even  allowing  this  ob- 
jection its  full  force,  all  would,  at  the  same 
time,  admit,  that  this  was  not  a  case  that 
required  the  interference  of  the  bouse.  The 
laws  of  the  country  were  already  suflScicnt 
for  the  redress  of  such  grievances.   He  would 
be  the  last  man,  he  said,  to  say,  that  the  ex- 
pressions contained   in  the  letter,  were  all 
justifiable.  Many  of  them,  on  the  contrary,  oq 
re-consideration,  would  be  found  blameable, 
but  he  did  not  think  that  those  expressions 
could  form  a  sutiicient  ground  for  the  inter- 
ference of  parliament.     From  the  statement 
that  had  been  so  distinctly  given,  he  could 
easily  conceive  why  Morison  wouW  rather 
apply  for  redress  in  this  way,  than  in  any 
other.     It  would  have  been  no  wi,se  proceed- 
ing in  Morison,  he  conceived  to  have  had 
reco\^rse  to  law,  in   the  usual  manper,  not 
because  there  was  no  law  in  his  favour,  but 
because,  from  all  circumstances,  it  was  pro- 
bable that  he  might  not  have  had  daniages. 
If  the  case  really  led  to  so  great  damages  as 
was  represented,  Morison  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  have  them,  as  the  law  was  open  to  him, 
and  competent  in  cvey  respect  for  redress. 
In  regard  to  indemnity,  it  was  not  usual  for 
an  officer  to  apply,  prospectively,  for  any  se- 
curity of  this  kind.     But  the  fact  requiring 
indemnity,  had  really  not  been  comoQltted^ 
The  learned  lord,  had  only  given  orders  that 
such  a  fact  should  take  place,  and  no  indem- 
nity,   therefore,  became  necessary.  —  The 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  then  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  house,  to  the  passage  in  the 
letter  respecting  compensation.   Tlie  law,  no 
doubt,  provided,  he  said,  that  compensation 
should  be  made  to  sufferers,  but  here  also, 
distinctions  were  to  be  made.     If  such  suf- 
ferers had  not  been  careful  to  preserve  ihoH 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIS] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  June  22,  1804.— lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 


[814 


propclrty,  if  they  had  not  used  every  mean^ 
in  their  power  against  the  Common  enemy,  if 
they  had  even  prevented  the  operation  of 
measures  for  the  general  defence,  what  de- 
gree of  compensatiohcoold  such  men  expect? 
the  opinion  of  the  learned  lord  seemed  to 
originate  in  this  principle^  but  it  was  only 
an  opinion,  and  could  not  operate  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  supposed  sufferer,  as  it  could 
have  no  legal  effect.  Suppose  the  case  ever 
could  have  existed,  it  must  afterwards  have 
come  before  a  court  to  be  tried,  before  which 
the  learned  lord  could  only  lay  the  circum- 
stances^ such  as  he  understood  them,  and 
with  whom  he  could  have  no  influence,  but 
only  in  so  far  as  his  opinion  corresponded 
with  those  circumstances.  But  the  bouse 
ought  to  attend  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
coontry,  and  the  situation  it  was  then  in, 
which  he  did  not  think  by  any  means  a  mat- 
ter of  80  little  importance  as  the  noble  lord 
(A.  Hamilton)  seemed  to  do.  The  house 
ought  certainly  to  view  the  matter  with 
great  consideratioh,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
could  not  see  that  any  fair  ground  was  made 
out  for  their  inierference.  He  disagreed 
with  the  noble  lord  opposite,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  learned  lord  could  impede  the 
services  of  the  volunteers.  The  hon.  gent. 
opposite  (Mr.  Whitbrqad),  had  said  that  the 
volunteers  were  a  good  thing,  but  that  we 
were  not  to  be  dragooned  into  volunteering ; 
but  If  we  were  not  to  be  dragooned  into  vo- 
lunteering, we  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
dragooned  out  of  it.  When  it  was  known 
that  the  servant  rose  in  the  night  time,  and 
did  the  work  that  stood  for  the  day,  the 
house,  he  thought,  would  alter  their  opini- 
ons in  some  respect  as  to  the  general  ques- 
tion. If  Morison's  case  appeared  to  be  in 
some  instances  a  hard  one,  that  of  the  ser- 
vant could  not  be  considered  as  less  so,  and 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  had  the  hon.  gent, 
considered  ail  the  circumstances,  he  would 
have  said  to  Morison^  it  is  unnecessary  to 
apply  to  parliament,  take  the  usual  course 
of  law.  If  the  learned  lord  was  really  con- 
vinced that  the  conduct  of  Morison  proceed- 
ed from  disaffection,  he  certainly  could  not 
be  to  blame  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
acted.  He  had  been  anxious  for  the  defence 
and  safety  of  the  country,  and  what  he  had 
done  had  been  the  effect  of  that  anxiety.  So 
far,  therefore,  was  he  from  approving  the 
present  motion,  that  he  would  rather  move 
that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 
The  tt.  hon.  and  learned  gent,  then  con- 
cluded with  moving  an  amendment  to  that 
efiect. 

Mr.  Grey  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in 
tiie  loUowxDg  terms :— I  feel.  Sir,  no  degree 


of  surprise  that  it  should  be  the  wish  of 
some  gentlemen  to  get  rid  of  the  motion  of 
my  hon.  friend;  but  I  confess  that  I  am 
much  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  this  surprise 
is  heightened  by  the  representation  which 
the  learned  mover  of  the  amendment  has 
given  of  this  important  transaction.  If  any 
thing  could  add  to  the  deep  regret  that  the 
whole  of  this  affair  has  excited  in  my  mind, 
it  would  be  the  light  terms  in  which  it  has 
been  spoken  of,  and  the  sort  of  defence  set 
up  for  it  by  a  learned  gent,  holding  a  high 
public  office  in  the  country— a  gent,  upon 
whom  the  pure  administration  of  justice  so 
very  much  depends.  Into  the  defence  offer- 
ed for  his  conduct  by  the  noble  lord  who  is 
the  subject  of  the  motion,  so  far  as  it  refets 
to  the  alleged  misbehaviour  of  Mr.  Mori- 
son,  I  will  not  enter,  nor  do  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary in  the  consideration  of  this  great 
question,  with  which  it  has  little  or  nothing 
to  do ;  the  point  for  the  decision  of  the 
house  being  simply  this,  whether  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland  has,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  office,  been  guilty  of  oppression  and  ille- 
gality?. The  noble  and  learned  lord  has 
thought  proper  to  go  into  a  very  long  detail 
of  the  nature  of  the  office  which  he  holds, 
and  the  old  authorities  from  Which  he  derives 
his  various  powers.  Through  this  detail  I 
will  not  follow  him.  It  is  not  now  netes- 
sary,  for  whether  he  enjoys  such  a  combina- 
tion of  power  is  not  for  us  now  to  inquire} 
but  whether  he  has,  in  the  instance  before 
the  house,  exercised  his  authority  with  dis- 
cretion, and  a  due  regard  to  the  sacred  and 
immutable  precepts  of  justice.  The  noble 
lord  has  stated  many  acts  done  by  lord  ad- 
vocates which  were  not  legal,  and  yet  were 
hot  deemed  censurable;  but  in  none  of  the 
cases  alluded  to  can  I  discover  any  precedent 
at  all  analogous  to  that  of  which  he  is  now 
accused,  for  in  each  of  those  a  necessity  ap- 
peared to  call  for  the  line  of  proceeding  re- 
sorted to.  When  persons  were  about  to 
emigrate  to  America,  as  the  learned  lord 
stated,  in  order  to  find  their  way  to  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  it  was  unquestionably 
right  to  prevent  it  j  and  to  prohibit  ships  to 
sail  which  were  not  supplied  with  sufficient 
provisions  for  the  sustenance  of  lh6ir  crews, 
was  what  humanity  must  approve.  The  in- 
terposition of  the  lord  advocate  to  intercept 
a  treasonable  correspondence  through  the 
medium  of  the  post-oftice,  and  the  recent 
interdict  against  the  landing  of  Irishmen  in 
Scotland,  without  a  pass}>ort  from  Ireland, 
were  acts  to  be  supported  by  strong  reasons, 
but  I  contend  that  there  is  not,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  any  of  those  acts,  the  least  sim^li' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


815] 


PARU  DEBATES,  June  22,  i%04.-^Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 


[816 


lade  to  <he  transaction  which  the  learned 
lord  suppoiet  them  satisfactory  precedents 
to  justilf*    They  were  cases  in  which  the 
prompt  exercise  of  authority  was  necessary, 
or  the  public  ioterest  might  have  suffered, 
and  the  public  safety  been  endangered :  but 
I  would  ask,  whether  any  such  consequences 
could  have  ensued  from  delay  in  this  aiTair  ? 
Can  any  men  pretend  to  plead  that  in  de» 
fence  of  the  conduct  of  the  learned  lord  on 
.this  occasion  ?     Cstn  it  be  argued  that  any 
injury  could  result  to  the  pubuc,  or  to  any 
individual,  had  the  learned  lord,  when  lie 
j-eceived  Uie  information  respecting  Mori- 
.son,  waited  until  be  had  made  full  inquiry, 
and  given  the  accused,  that  of  which  the 
.learned  lord  has  availed  hiraseU  this  night ; 
namely,  an  opportunity  to  resist  the  charge 
4illeged  against  hhn  ?     There  was  no  occa- 
sion for  a  sudden  decision  upon  this  ques- 
tion.   Would  it  not  then  have  been  becom- 
ing the  high  office  which  the  lear4ied  lord 
hold^,  and  his  character  as  a  man,  to  have 
4aken  time  to  investigate  the  whole  merits 
of  the  charge  before  he  attempted  to  stig- 
inatize  the  character  and  endanger  the  li- 
berty of  a  British  subject  ?     If  it  be  said 
that  the  conduct  of  Morisou  was  reprehen- 
sible, as  it  tended  to  impede  the  progress 
of  the  volunteer  system,  I  would  tell  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  conduct  of  a  public  officer 
is  much  more  reprehensible,  who  by  an 
Abuse  of  power,  by  oppressive  and  illegal 
acts,  damps^  and  discourages  the  spirit  of 
the  people,  which  cherishes  and  sustains 
that  system.      Any  inattention   to,    much 
more  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
inust  naturally  render  them  less  anxious  for 
the.  defence  of  the  power  which  sanctions 
it.     The  principal  use  and  object  of  power 
is  the  protection  of  popular  liberly ;  when 
it  is  employed  for  a  contrary  purpose  its 
existence  is  an  evil,  and  the  people  living 
.under  it  cannot  be  interested  in  its  security. 
What  then  is  so  likely  lo  be  the  effect  of. 
such  an  act  as  that  which  is  the  subject  of 
this  debate  ?     To  state  it  is  enough  to  ex- 
<:ite  reprobation ;  and  serious  must  be  the 
consequences  if  it  should  be  overlooked  in 
the  way  the   mover   of*  the   amendment 
would  recommend.      As  to   the   learned 
lord's  statement  respecting  the  situation  of 
Scotland  at  the  time  he  wrote  this  unjusti- 
fiable letter  to  Mr.  Morison,  I  believe  it  to 
be  strictly  true  j    and  if  the  learned  lord 
slates  that  5000  of  the  enemy  could  have 
taken  possession  of  Edinburgh,  I  can  assure 
him  that  that  city  was  not  more  defenceless 
at  that  period  than  were  many  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  kingdom;  for,  to  my  know- 
ledge, $000  men  couU  have  very  easily 


possessed  themselves  of  all  the  valuable  col'^ 
lieries  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tyne.    Such 
was  the  injudicious  distribution  of  our  pub- 
lie  force!     However,  this  injodifious  dis- 
tribution or  scarcity  of  our  force  only  serves 
to  shew,  that  tliere  was  a  great  call  for  ex- 
ertion, and  that  circumstance,  far  from  ope- 
rating to  extenuate,  much  less  to  justify  the 
act  of  the  learned  lord,  places  his  conduct 
in  a  more  aggravated  point  of  view,  because 
it  had  a  direct  tendency  to  check  exertion 
and  to  disgust  the  public  feeling.  The  learn- 
ed mover  of  the  Amendment  considered  this 
subject  in  two  points  of  view :  £rst,  as  to 
the  degree  of  private  injury  which  the  letter 
was  likely  to  inflict  upon  Morison,  and  next 
as  to  the  public  consequence  which  belongs 
to  the  transaotioD.    As  to  the  first,  I  would 
ask  of  any  roan,  whether  any  thing  can  be 
imagined  more  particularly  calculated  to  do 
a  serious  injurv  to  any  individual  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Morison  than  to  affix  such  a 
stigma  to  his  character  as  this  letter  contains, 
to  hold  him  out  as  a  person  unfit  to  be  asso- 
ciated with,  to  excite  all  his  neighbours  to 
conspire  against  him }     Surely  the   mere 
statement  of  such  an  attempt  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  intent  to  do  material  injury 
to  the  individual,  and  the  power  of  the  per- 
son attempting  it  to  effect  his  purpose,  can- 
not be  denied :  but  what  aggravates  this  at- 
tempt is  this,  that  the  man  against  whom  it 
was  made  was  refused  the  opportunity  of 
repelling  the  charge  that  led  to  it;  and  the 
still  farther  aggravation  is,  that  the  letter 
concludes  with  a  paragraph  that  no  com- 
pensation would  be  allowed  to  Morison  for 
any  property  of  his  which  might  be  de- 
stroyed in  the  event  of  invasion  j  a  pretty 
good  hint  this,  by  the  bye,  when  combined 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  man*s  cha- 
racter was  marked  out,  that  his  propert} 
might,  in  such  an  event,  be  destroyed  witt 
impunity.     Upon  the  whole  of  the  bus! 
ness,  then,  I  would  submit  to  any    candid 
man,  whether  any  private  injury  could  hav< 
been  more  flagrant  ^    The  learned  niover  o 
the  amendment  says,  that  Morison  may  hav< 
his  redress  for  any  private  injury  by  an  appea 
at  law  i  but  I  would  wish  to  know  bow  i 
that  redress  to  be  obtained  ?     If  an  applica 
tion  be  to  the  criminal  law,  I  would  hav 
the  house  to  understand,  that  in  Scotia n 
the  lord  advocate  is  the  only  criminal  prose 
cotor,  and  there  is  no.  grand  jury  to  whom 
bill  of  indictment  can  be  preferred.     In  tb 
person  of  the  lord  advocate  centers  the  powc 
of  criminal  prosecutor  and  grand  jury.  Hov 
then,  is  Morison  to  proceed  ?     If  an  actio 
for  damages  were  recommended,   I   \i'ou 
only  beg  the  house  to  consider  what  succc 
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a  mao  was  likely  to  have,  who  should  be 
described  to  a  Scotch  court  as  Mori8o^  has 
been,  and  who  should  stand  forward  as  the 
adversary  of  the  lord  advocate  ?  Besides,  it 
would  not  be  quite  prudent  for  the  man  to 
expose  himself  to  still  fertber  resemmcnt  by 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding.  The  learned 
mover  of  the  amendment  has  argued,  as  if 
the  house  should  not  take  notice  of  this  let- 
ter, because  it  only  related  to  something  to 
be  done  in  a  certain  contingency,  and  be- 
cause tlie  act  was  not  complete,  therefore, 
according  to  the  learned  gent.*  not  of  any 
serious  consequence  ]  but  the  house  must  be 
aware,  that  its  first  duty  is  to  watch  over  the 
public  officers,  to  prevent  them  from  abusing 
their  authority,  and  whenever  the  disposi- 
tion to  such  abuse  appears,  immediately  to 
interfere.  That  a  case  has  been  made  out 
in  this  instance  to  call  for  such  interference, 
and  that  the  house  is  bound  to  notice  it,  I 
entertain  not  the  least  doubt. — The  learned 
lord  mentioned  in  one  part  of  his  speech, 
that  this  letter  was  a  private  order  to  the 
sheriff  substitute  of  BamfiP,  and  not  meant 
to  be  made  public;  but  how  does  this  square 
with  .a  statement  in  another  part  of  the 
learned  lord's  speech,  that  he  on  the  day  the 
letter  was  dated,  had  a  personal  communi- 
cation with  that  sheriff  at  Edinburgh  ?  If 
the  order  was  meant  to  be  private,  it  might 
have  been  communicated  at  that  meeting, 
and  there  could  have  been  no  necessity  for  a 
a  letter  to  be  afterwards  transmitted  to  the 
sheriff's  clerk,  for  the  purpose  of  being  in- 
scribed upon  the  registers  of  the  county. 
.That  such  a  letter  as  this  was  not  wriuen 
with  a  view  to  publicity,  it  would  he  quite 
absurd  to  suppose.  The  very  terms  of  the 
letter  itself,  particularly  that  which  related 
to  the  exclusion  of  Morison  firom  the  society 
of  his  neighbours,  was  sufficient  demonstra- 
.tionof  that,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
thing  was  done,  with  the  pretences  upon 
which  it  was  grounded,  is  enough,  if  any 
thing  were  necessary,  to  enhance  the  guilt  of 
the  whole  transaction.  It  is  pretended,  that 
Morison  was  a  suspected  person ;  but  upon 
what  ground  he  was  suspected  is  not  even 
insinuated.  This  calls  to  my  remembrance 
an  expression  used  by  a  noble  lord,. not  now 
in  this  house,  who,  in  the  course  of  an  im- 
pressive speech  upon  the  enormities  of  the 
French  revolution,  stateS,  that  the  majority 
of  the  persons  arrested  and  proscribed  in 
France,  had  no  other  charge  against  ihem, 
than  the  *'  suspicion  of*  being  suspected." 
This  iieemed  to  be  precisely  the  case  of  Mr. 
Morison.  The  learned  lord  states,  that  there 
was  a  society  of  disaffected  persons  in  Scot- 
land professing  universal  liberty  for  their  ob- 
VoL.  IL  ^ 


ject,  and  this  he  mentions  with  a  view  to 
justify  the  existence  of  his  suspicion ;  but, 
although  he  charges  Morison  with  endea- 
vouring to  impede  the  Volunteers,  be  does 
not  venture  to  connect  him  with  this  disaf- 
fected society;  he  urges  nothing  against  him 
on  this  head,  and  the  absence  of  6uch  infor- 
matiqn  may  be  very  fairly  deemed  a  pre- 
sumption in  favour  of  Morison.— Tlie  learnci 
lofd  still  insists  that  the  bffhavlour  of  Morisoti 
was  suspicions;  but  I  hope  the  day  is  fat 
dfttant  in  this  country  when  a  man's  acting 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  particu- 
larly in  the  exercise  of  his  domestic  autho- 
rity, should  expose  himself  to  the  charge  of 
disaffection,  and  this!  take  to  have  been  the 
only  ground  of  charge  against  Morison.  If 
such  a  charge  upon  such  grounds  were  to  be 
sustained,  every  gent  who  has  any  know- 
ledge of  the  country  must  be  aware  to  what 
an  extent  it  would  r^jach,  and  if  the  disputes 
between  masters  and  servants  were  thus  to 
be  inflamed  by  the  conduct  of  magistrates, 
how  melancholy  would  be  the  prospect  fot 
the  country  at  this  critical  period?  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Morison  wished  his  servant, 
Garrow,  to  stop  at  home  to  thatch  a  barn, 
when  he  disobeyed  him  to  go  to  a  parade  ; 
but  in  answer  it  is  alleged  by  those  who  are 
anxious  for  the  crimination  of  Morison,  that 
a  barn  was  not  so  material  for  that  season  of 
the  year.  This,  however,  is  a  mistake,  as 
that  is  the  precise  time  when  a  barn  is  most 
necessary  after  the  harvest,  for  thrashin^^ 
housing  the  corn,  &c.  The  learned  lord 
descril^s  the  industry  and  zeal  of  Garrow, 
the  servant,  to  be  such,  that  he  rose  out  of 
bed  a  little  after  midnight  in  Oct,  and 
thatched  the  barn  before  morning,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  go  to'  the  parade.  On  this 
night  I  suppose  there  was  a  good  moon- 
light, but  that  a  man  should  do  as  much 
work  in  three  or  four  hours  as  he  could 
during  the  whole  day,  was  a  mockery  lo 
think  of.  I  see  no  reason,  however,  to 
presume  that  the  man's  disrobedience  to  this 
order  respecting  the  parade  was  the  sole 
cause  of  his  dismissal.  Upon  the  master's 
remonstrating  with  him  high  words  might 
have  arisen,  and  from  such  words  perhaps 
the  insolence  of  the  servant  might  have  pi'o- 
ceeded  the  dismissal.  I  state  this  merely  to 
shew  the  impropriety  of  issuing  such  an  or- 
der as  that  under  consideration,  without 
ample  inquiry  ihlo  the  circumstances.  Eveb 
after  this  ordcf  I  beg  the  house  to  recollect 
how  the  learned  lord  acted,  and  this  will 
afford  some  criterion  to  judge  of  the  possi- 
bility of  Morison*s  succeeding  in  any  appli- 
cation for  redress  in  Scotland.  When  ha 
applied  to  the  lord  advocate,  did  he  receive 
*  3  E 


Digitizeci  by  VjOOQ IC 


8tB*]        PARL.  DtSAltS,  Sunt  ii,  Xt64.^l&r€  AivtMiee  $fatirilhM.         fft*» 


even  the-  promise  of  r(*drc8s  ?  No.  Wirt  hb 
(old  (hat  upon  explainiog  his  idooceneb 
justice  would  be  done  him  ?  No.  fiut^he 
was  informed  that  he  must  conf^s  himself 
guilty  of  the  raiscdtiduct  charged  upon  him 
'before  any  atleniion  could  be  paid  \p  his  re- 
quest; that  is,  that  his  acquiescence  in  the 
censures  of  ihe  lord  a:dvocate^  iit  the  pro- 
priety of  excommunication  from  soci«ty  pro- 
nounced against  him,  must  be  a  preliminary 
to  the  grant  of  pardon.  Such  were  they- 
"bitrary  terms  propo«»cd  to  an  oppressed  toan, 
as  a  condition  of  his  release  Irom  oppres- 
sion! — Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
qpestion,  I  hope  the  house  will  not  suifbr  it 
t6  go  abroad  that  it  wOuld  sanction  the  prin- 
eiple'of  punishing  a  man  upon  the  presump- 
tion of  bis  criminality^  and  upon  mere  ex 
parte  evidence.  I  must  say  that  the  way 
proposed  by  the  amendment  lo  get  rid  of  the 
motion  is  not  consistent  With  decency.  If 
the  defence  offered  by  the  learned  lord  be 
satisfactory,  why  go  to  the  order  of  the  day 
to  evade  a  decision  upon  it  ?  I  cannot  a^- 
proitG  of  the  motive  or  tendency  of  such  an 
GvaKion  3  and,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
purity  of  public  justice,  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  the  pV*otection  of  private  character, 
the  defence  of  loy^y,  and  the  doe  encou- 
jnage^netit  of  the  votuuteer  spirit,  depends  on 
the  fate  of  the  onginal  motion^  1  shall  cer- 
faihly  give  it  my  vote. 

Mr.  Dallas  felt  it  a  doty  he  Ovf^ied  to  the 
public,  to  that  house,  and  the  leaVned  lord 
Teho  was  the  principal  subject  of  the  debate, 
to  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  the  question 
under  discassion.  If  the  original  rootioh 
were  adopted^  ac  thought  the  hotise  would 
pledge  itself  to  the  other  proposilioi^  which 
the  hon^  gent,  had  announced  his  intention 
of  bringing  forward.  Indeed  the  hon. 
gent,  would  desert  his  duty  if  he  did  not 
follow  the  adoption  of  the  one  by  the  propo- 
'iption  of  the  other ;  and  the  house  would 
scandalously  betray  their  duty  if  they  should 
refuse  their  assent  to  the  one  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  other.  The  learned  gent,  de- 
nied that  it  was  right  to  separate  the  con- 
duct of  Morison  from  a  consideration  of  that 
of^the  lord  advocate  j  for  th<^  were  neces- 
sarily connected.  With  respect  to  the 
words  of  the  motion,  he  argued  that  the  act 
of  the  lord  advocate  was  neither  illegal  nor 
oppressive ;  and  so  convinced  was  he  of 
that,  that  he  would  not,  were  he  invested 
with  power,  or  even  if  he  were  not,  hesi- 
tate to  use  his  utmost  endieavours  to  procure 
the  arrest  of  any  man  suspected  of  disaffec- 
tton«  and  likely,  in  the  event  of  invasion^  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  enemy.  No  im- 
putation of  raiicoor  or  personal  prejudice 


cnnli  tfftacb  ta  (be  hrrd  0dvo<S8t6  Hr  thb 
iffair.  .tfis  ittotlvc^t^ascvidefltly  ofa  j^trre 
poblic  nature,  and  had  no  view  to  opproMton. 
Morison  he  tbonght  to  be  a  disaffected  idao, 
and  that  his  thought  ^^  not  tmfbundai  ih 
a  great  dec^c  appean*d  firom  the  caosi^  IB- 
signed  by  Morison  for'  wishing  fo  prevent 
his  servant  from  attending  ine  vdbdtMt 
parade.  The  cause  the  thatching  of  a  bam. 
What !  at  a  time  that  the  enemy  was  hourly 
expected  in  the  country,  a  volunteer  shoaki 
be  withdrawn  from  his  corps  to  attend  tt) 
the  thatching  of  a  l>arn ;  and  that  h!s  roastar 
should  dismiss  him,  after,  such  an  evideoct 
of  zeal  and  animation  as  the  poor  n)^ 
evinced  in  rising  at  such  an  hour  to  perforiH 
his  task.  From  a  fair  review  of  the  case, 
he  thought  it  manifest  that  Morison  wffl 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  disaffection,  tod  tbatt 
the  whole  of  his  conduct  afforded  grotuwii 
for  suspicion.  So  persuaded  was  he  of  t&ily 
and  of  course  of  the  reasons  which  justified 
the  conduct  of  the  lord  advocate  to^rib 
him,  thfet  he  had  no  doubt,  were  MorlsoiJ, 
or  such  a  man,  to  apply  to  the  Court  rf 
King's  Bench  in  this  countrjT,  lor  a  ctltik^l 
information  against  a  person  attiog  to^ar4i 
him  *as  (he  lord  advocate  ftad  a(mt,  tbs 
court  would  say  to  him,  "  Yotw  iwsotfott 
has  been  stich,  that  you  have  b6ett  tfl^tefl 
as  you  deserved,  and  yOU  have  bo  rfj^t  to 
look  for  any  thing  from  u«;  lor  whatc^a 
the  conduct  of  the  piliblic  officer  may  hav^ 
been,  your  conduct  hajs  been  i^'orsc."  Tt* 
learned  gent,  went  oti  to  state,  that  he  r^ 
spected  the  motives  and  app)attd6((  Ac  cod* 
duct  of  (he  learned  lord,  ihd  believing  Mm 
to  have  been  infl^enc^d  by  the  natfrt  b^ 
nourable  feelings,  he  dcclafcd  thai  he  WOfiW 
most  heartily  support  a  Vote  ot  thanks  to  # 
learned  gent,  for  the  tciy  act  to  wtiA  tht 
originsd  motion  referred.       ^ 

Mr,  Kinnaird  was  surprised  that  rffrf 
the  manly  avowal  of  the  lOrd  advoqattf  him- 
self, it  should  be  proposed  to  the  bduse  to 
come  to  an  indirect  vcfte  upon  this  questiop» 
to  give  it  A  kind  of  go-by.  Connected  as  he 
was  with  the  country  over  wluch  the  learned 
lord  possessed  ajdominion  so  imporftnti  ^ 
implored  the  house,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  people  of  that  country,  and  for  (he jakc 
of  the  character  of  the  learned  lord  hiaMfir, 
not  to  assent  to  the  proposition  for  evaauig 
the  subject.  He  begged  the  house  to  re- 
collect the  conduct  of  the  accused, upoM 
late  occasion  in  that  house  (Cbloncl  Fatten* 
motion).  There  an  attempt  was  inadeW 
pass  by  the  question,  by  the  proposition  w 
the  previous  question;  but  the  noble  joW* 
who  then  held  a  high  officc'in  the  idiwnj** 
(ration,  rejected  that  prbposiUoa  ^\A^ 
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4^ia.  Hq  felt  tbat  when  the  character  of  a 
puWic  oflSqer  ^as  charged  in  that  bouse,  he 
fibould  meet  the  cliar^  fairiy,  and  the 
teuse  ahould  directly  decide  upon  it.  This 
inrai  the  qpviirse  which  he  would  advise  the 
re^l  friend^  of  the  learned  lord,  if  he  hud 
aay,  to  pursue  upon  this  occasion,  and  not 
jto  9U0W  bis  character  to  sutler  by  an  insidi- 

5i}s  evasion.  Although  the  disa6fection  of 
lorison  was  the  alleged  cause  of  the  perse- 
cution practised  upon  him,  he  asked  if  there 
was  one  gentlenian  on  the  other  side  who 
could  state  any  ground  for  suspecting  Mo- 
xison's  loyalty  ?  He  called  upon  any  that 
would  be  bold  enough  to  state  it,  and  be 
knew  there  were  gentlemen  on  that  «ide 
would  be  bold  enough  to  state  any  thing  for 
which  a  shadow  of  excuse  could' be  foucd. 
The  S^^cretary  at  War  rose,  and  cnumc- 
latfid  briefly  the  leading  points  of  the  lord 
advocate's  defence,  and  put  it  to  thp  con- 
sideration of  any  impartial  and  candid  man, 
to  consider  the  true  circumstances.  Busied 
with  the  duties  of  his  own  profession,  ha- 
rassed with  the  perpetual  applications  made 
to  him  from  the  nature  of  his  official  situa- 
tion, at  this  peculiar  crisis,  and  fired  with 
an  ardent  zeal  for  the  support  of  the  volun- 
teer service,  ijt  was  not  to  be  expected, 
that  in  a  moment  of  warmth  he  should  pre- 
cisely keep  his  temper  on  such  a  subject, 
aad  in  all  respects  be  perfectly  cold,  correct, 
and  accurate.  He  coutd  state  the  high  clia« 
,  waer  of  that  noble  lord,,  the  life  of  services 
he  had  conduced  to  his  country,  which  could 
not  be  sullied  by  the  traiisactiojjs  nOw  be- 
fore the  house.  He  appealed  to  the  opi- 
nion entertained  of  hira  by  the  noble  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
in  Scotland,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  who  differ- 
ing wjdely,  perhaps,  in  politics,  from  the 
noble  lord,  had  given  such  decided  testimony 
to  his  public  nierits.  He  commanded  the 
Edinburgh  battalions,  who  had,  by  dint  of 
his  energy,  been  brought  forward  to  such 
excelleoce  as  to  have  been  pronounced  by 
that  nobfe  earl  equal  to  regulars.  Having 
done  so  much  for  the  public  service,  was  it 
>^onderful  that  his  keen  and  ardent  feelings 
should,  in  a  single  instance,  go  to  a  little 
excess  ?  Was  it  loo  much  tp.ask  the  house 
to  look  upon  such  a  circumstance  with  a  fa- 
vourable eye  ?  Had  all  done  as  Morison 
had  done,  where  would  have  been  our  vo- 
lunteers? And  where  the  means  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  ?  He  wished  like- 
wise to  corjicct,  before  he  aat  down,  an 
error  respecting  the  consent  of  the  lord  ad- 
vocate, 10  bringing  a  prosqpjjtion.  Tl^at 
fconscnt  was  licver  rcifaseA}   though  his  per-. 


Mr.  William  Smith  said,  he  would  not 
have  iroublcdthe  house,  but  for  the  obser* 
vatlons  that  were  made  by  the  learned  gent. 
(Mr.  Dallas.)  The  last  gentleman  had  in- 
deed made  out  the  best  case  that  bad  been 
made  for  the  noble  lord,  since,  in  his  speech^ 
there  was  something  like  apology.  But  th^ 
learned  gent,  had  attempted  a  justification, 
and  on  such  principles  as  he  thought,  would 
never  have  beea  attempted  to  be  m^intaine4 
by  any  English  lawyer.  He  could  not  but 
si^ppose  the  learned  gent,  what  he  a.fRrmeiJ 
that  the  conduct .  of  the  lord  advocate  of 
Scotland  was  not  illegal,  must  have  alluded 
only  to  the  laws  of  Scotland.  If  such  be  thp 
laws  of  Scotland,  the  hon.  gent,  j^^jd,  h^ 
for  one,  should  be  cxtremt-ly  sorry  to  livp 
under  them.  He  had  asked,_who  would 
stand  up  and  say  that  Morison*s  copduct  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business  ?  He  woqld 
stand  up  and  affirm  it ;  for  the  lord  advocatp 
had  proceeded  upon  ex  parte  evidence,  and, 
for  aught  he  knew,  every  word  of  it  might 
be  wrong  and  untrue.  But  supposing  it 
were  to  be  true,  if  his  private  opinion  'Were 
asked  upon  the  subject,  he  should  certainly 
not  feel  it  his  duty  to  continue  his  inter- 
course with  hira  ;  but  what  was  his  private 
opinion  on  the  matter  compared  with  the 
public  declaration  of  a  great  public  officer? 

Mr.  IFindbam  said,  it  was  doubtless  true 
that  gentlemen  ought  to  conae  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  present  subject  oool  and  dis- 
passionate, but  still  it  wa!i  natural  that  their 
feelings  shouhi  be  warmed  by  it,  though 
that  warmth  was  not  such  as. to  disqualify 
them  from  forming .  an  impartial  judgment. 
He,  as  well  as  others,  participated  in  that 
kind  of  passion,  which  various  parts  of  the 
proceeding  before  the  house  was  calculated 
to  excite.  There  was  an  anecdote  currj^t 
at  the  bar  in  this  country,  founded  on  lire 
saying  of  a  distinguished  judge,  that  he  who 
undertakes  the  defpnce  of  his  own  cause, 
seldom  had  a  very  wise  man  for  his  client. 
Of  this  tlie  speech  of  the  learned  lord  af- 
forded a  very  strong  illustration,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  succeeding  defence  of 
some  of  his  friends.  Among  the  defenders 
of  the  learned  lord  there  was  considerable 
variety.  Some  breathed  high,  some  low  \ 
some  on  the  trumpet  top,  some  on  the 
gentler  notes  of  the  lute.  The  lower  tone 
be  thought  much  the  most  suitable  to  the 
occasion  -,  and  as  he  approved  the  bringing 
forward  of  the  subject,  he  was  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  motion  with  which  it  was  fol- 
lowed. Among  other  things  in  tlie  speerli. 
of  the  I^arne4  lord,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
extraordinary  powers  with  which  his  Ml3- 
jesty*s  advocate  in  Scotland  was  invested. 

*  3  E  a 
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Indeed  be  seemed  to  combine  io  his  own 

person  aU  the  functions  of  the  constitution. 
He  united  all  ihe  prerogative  of  the  cabinet^ 
the  privy  council,  and  various  legal  ofEc^s. 
This  vast  and  extraordinary  power  pre  eat 
all  the  various  considerations  applicable  to 
the  question  ;  and  above  all^  it  might  be 
highly  deserving  the  attention  of  parlijment 
to  decide  whether  such  great  and  undefined 
powers  should  any  where  centre  in  one  in- 
jdividual.  If  so  much  power  was  to  be 
granted,  it  was  the  more  necessary,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  extent,  that  there  should  be 
a  real  responsibility  for  its  exercise.  People 
might  be  allowed  to  ose  walking-sticks  as 
they  pleased,  but  it  was  not  safe  to  go  out 
with  loaded  guns.  If  then  great  power  has 
been  abused,  it  adds  to  the  responsibility  and 
criminality.  In  the  present  instance  it  is 
evident  how  much  the  difficulty  of  redress 
is  increased  by  the  power  of  the  person  who 
has  done  the  wrong,  and  this  is  a  reason 
why  parliament  should  be  careful  in  ex- 
ceeding its  control  in  such  cases.  If  such 
power  too  is  to  exist,  it  becomes  a  grave 
question,  whether  such  a  person  as  the 
learned  lord,  in  his  defence  has  described 
himself  to  be,  is  fit  to  be  the  depository  of 
so  great  an  authority.  The  learned  lord, 
indeed,  though  he  often  spoke  of  respon- 
sibility, seemed  to  think  it  was  his  preroga- 
tive to  act  without  rule  or  law,  and  to  be 
called  to  account  for  none  of  his  proceed- 
ings. It  was  not  to  be  disputed  that  on 
great  occasions,  extraordinary  exertions  of 
power  were  absolutely  necessary.  An  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  had  spoken  of  a 
vigour  beyond  the  law.  He  was  glad  the 
words  had  been  mentioned,  because  the  ex- 
planation of  them  would  tend  to  illusn-ate 
the  present  question.  It  might  be  said^  that 
there'  was  a  vigour  beyond  the  law,  in  cir- 
cumstances where  the  laws  were  wholly 
silent,  and  were  qjirerpowered  by  the  violence 

•  of  war  and  canflict.     There  might  be  ca^es 
of  a  vigour  beyond  ihe  law,  when  occasions 

.'  demanded  immediate  action,  and  when, 
therefore;  it  was  impossible  to  consult  the 
law,  and  wait  for  its  authority.  Neither  is 
it  disputed  that  there  may  be  a  vigour  be- 
'yond  the  law,  when,  in  the  moment  of 
tiecessity  it  was  requisite  to  supply  what  the 
law  had  not  provided  for.  The  cases  quoted 
by  the  learned  lord  proved  this.  But,  in 
these  cases,  the  deviations  from  law,  were 
admitted  and  justified  by  the  necessity. 
That,  ho 
from  a'S 

'^  beyond  ii 
for  whicl 
then  to  1 


if  there  ever  existed  such  a  degree  of  dan 
gcr,  or  fiiir  presumption  of  danger,  as  t 
jus^fy  the  learned  lord  in  those  measure 
which  he  had  thought  fit  to  take  ?  Th 
learned  lord  put  as  a  sort  of  dilemma,  "  1 
I  had  got  secret  information  from  the  she 
rifiF  substitute,  and  if  I  had  acted  npon  i 
would  the  house  have  called  upon  me  1 
disclose  that  information  ?  Could  they  the 
do  any  thing  against  me  ?*'  It  was  trae  th] 
there  was  alwajrs  some  difficulty  in  lajic 
open  the  sources  of  information  necessai 
to  the  public  safety  j  but  on  the  other  ham 
was  parliament  to  suffer  a  public  magistra 
to  do  whatever  he  pleased  on  the  preten< 
that  grounds  on  which  he  had  acted  cou 
not  be  revealed  ?  In  that  case  there  cou 
be  no  redress  for  any  crime  a  great  mag 
fttrate  might  choose  to  commit.  As  to  tl 
conduce  of  Morison,  what  was  there  in 
that  could  be  considered  solllegal  or  in 
proper  ?  It  was  clear  that  he  had  for  monti 
allowed  his  servant  to  attend  drills,  and  < 
a  particular  day  be  refused  his  consent.  B 
the  servant,  it  seems,  rose  and  thatched  tl 
barn  by  candle-light.  I  Here  it  was  a 
swered  on  the  other  side  by  moonlight 
But  how  is  it  proved  that  he  did  so  I 
moonlight,  or  that  he  did  it  in  a  prop 
manner  at  all  ?  The  contrary  se^ms  to 
the  presumption.  There  had  beena  quan 
between  Morison  and  his  servant,  but  w 
it  not  usual  for  farmers  and  their  servants 
quarrel,  and  when  they  did,  who  was 
say  that  it  was  a  suspicious  circnmstanc 
MorisQn*s  turning  away  his  servant  was 
proof  of  being  disaffected  or  in  the  pay 
Prance.  Tn  prove  an  act  cpminaU  or  ev 
suspicious,  it  was  necessary  to  she>v  tl 
naturally  could  not  have  been  done  withi 
a  bad  motive.  But  was  that  the  case  bet 
The  fact  was,  that  the  lord  advocate  res 
ved  to  make  an  example  of  Morison, 
terrorem  j  but  sorely,  however  reason abli 
might  be  to  wish  that  tht  volunteer  ^st 
should  be  extended  and  iniproved,  yet 
was  not  fit  that  the  effect  should  be  obtaii 
by  such  motives.  There  appeared  ther 
be  two  questions.  First,  as  to  the  pfopri 
of  the  discussion  at  all ;  and  next,  w 
was  proper  to  be  done  now  that  it  was 
fore  the  honse  ;  and  he  could  see  no  €x>i 
more  proper  than  disposing  of  it  complet 
It  had  been  justly  observed,  that  soaie 
arguments  in  the  defence  had  been  dn 
from  climates  different  from  our  own  5 
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(allafling  to  Mr.  D.  having  been  counsel 
for  Mr.  Hastings).  As  to  the  redress  which 
knight  be  obtained  for  abuse  of  power,  it 
might  be  cxtreoafly  different  if  it  was  to 
be  sought  at  law.  The  great  might  ^at 
safely  left  to  seek  their  redress  against  the 
weak,  at  law  ;  but  the  weak  in  a  much 
worse  situation,  when  they  had  no  redress 
but  actions^  at  law  against  the  great.  Indeed, 
after  what  the  learned  lord  had  stated  of  bis 
cn'Tinous  powers,  to  talk  of  Morison  having 
redress  at  t  ooimon  law  was  a  mockery.  As 
to  private  character,  it  ought  not  to  be  count- 
ed against  evident  misconduct  and  malad- 
ininintration.  It  was  said,  indeed,  by  the 
learnrd  lord  himself,  that  had  the  prese  t 
charge  been  brought  forward  at  Edinburgh, 
pot  only  100,000  tongues,  bnt  many  thou- 
sand arms  would  have  been  raised  in*  his  de- 
fence. If  then  the  life  of  the  hon.  mover 
Vrottid  have  been  m  danger  in  opening  this 
busiQess,  how  ridiculous  to  tell  Morison  of 
his  action  at  common  law.— No,  the  real 
action  of  damage  at  common  law  was  in 
favour' of  the  violated  law  and  jurisprudence 
of  the  country.  A«  to  the  letter  n;  t  being 
intended  for  publication,  it  could  not  be 
doubted  for  a  moment  that  jt  was,  and  the 
nature  of  the  contents  could  leave  no  doubt 
of  the  fact.  Indeed,  it  was  clear  that  the 
tord  advocate  could  not  entertain  any  serious 
apprehen**ion  of  Morison,  who  had  only  done 
an  act  strictly  legal,  and  the  whole,  there- 
fore, was  for  example.  In  a  word,  then, 
after  hearing  such  sentiments  avowed  ;  after 
hearing  such  principles  as  the  learned  lord's 
systemiitically  laid  down  ;  was  it  becoming 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  allow  such  a 
person  to  continue  ihe  exercise  of  powers,, 
which  he  had  evinced  so  little  disposition  to 
use  with  moderation  ?  '  The  state  of  Scot- 
land, too,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  on  the 
present  occasion.  A  writer  of  that  country 
(lad  remarked,  that  Scotland  had  attained 
the  liberal  arts  long  before  she  made  consi- 
derable advances  in  the  mechanic  arts. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  similar  disparity  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  parts  of 
the  island,  with  regard  to  the  practical  parts 
of  the  constitution.  The  Scots  enjoyed  the 
blessings  of  the  constitution,  and  reasoned 
well  on  ite  general  principles  ;  but  if  did  not 
seem  to  have  entirely  entered  the  system, 
to  have  penetrated  into  the  character  of  the 
people.  In  that  state  of  Scotland,  it  was 
the  more  necessary  to  guard  the  people 
against  oppression  ;  and,  indeed,  this  was^ 
the  more  necessary,  after  they  had  this 
night  heard  from  the  lord  advocate,  senti- 
ments which  no^Eugliih  attorney-general 
^  the  last  two  hundred  years  would  have 


avowed.  If  the  motion  was  set  aside  bj 
the  previous  question  j  if  no  vote  of  cen- 
sure were  to  pass.  It  would  argue  an  indif- 
ference to  the  situation  of  Scotland,  and 
might  in  its  consequences,  doom  hundreds^ 
without  redress,  to  tyranny  and  oppression  i 
and  a  refusal  to  censure,  would  be  to  sane* 
tion  the  conduct  complained  of. 

Lord  Casttereagh  maintained  that  no  cast 
had  been  made  out  sufiicrent  to  warrant  aii 
address  for  the  dismissal  of  the  noble  iordp 
which  was  the  ultimate  object  of  this  mo- 
tion, nor  any  for  the  present  motion  itsel£ 
He  recalled  to  the  house  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent  of  the  lord  advocate's  office,  the  sitaa- 
tion  of  the  volunteers,  and  the  relative  state 
of  the  country  at  that  time,  compared  with 
the  danger  of  the  enemy's  appearance.  Had 
Morison  been  arrested  ori  the  grounds  now 
stated,  he  should  have  supported  ap  indemnity^ 
leaving  open  the  question  as  to  the  malice. 
The  whole  of  the  business  narrowed  itself 
to  the  indignant  part  of  the  letter^  and  there 
every  gentleman  must  see  from  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  were,  the  noble  lord  to 
write  it  over  again,  he  would  certainly  do 
it  in  more  temperate  terms  ;  but  at  that 
moment  he  could  feel  only  indignation  at 
any  attempt  to  check  the  public  defence. 

Lord  Henri/  Petty  said,  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient reason  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  mover,  that  it  had  been  proved  thut 
one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  had  been 
doomed  to  the  severest  punishment  on« 
heard)  and  that;  the  learned  lord  had  re- 
jected the  opportunity  offered  by  Morison's 
agent  to  inquire  into  the  case,  to  hear  the 
exculpations,  and  to  retract  his  violent  and 
unjust  sentence.  It  had  been  complainedv ' 
that  this  motion  was  not  made  till  four  or 
six  months  after  the  fact  which  g?jve  rise  lo 
it.  A  much  stronger  complaint,  however, 
lay  against  the  lord  advocate,  who  havitig 
lime  to  weigh  maturely«what  he  had  done 
rashly,  had  yet  with-hcld  all  redress  and  apo- 
logy. It  was  said  by  the  learned  lord,  that' 
his  duties  were  large.  Large,  indeed,  they 
were,  at  least  in  receiving  accusation,  how- 
ever limited  in  receiving  exculpations. 
"What,  then,  must  be  the  state  of  a  country, 
when  all  accusations  were  welcomed,  and 
all  deftnce  rejected  ?— After  a  few  judicious 
and  spirited  remarks,  his  lordship  concluded 
vi'ith  giving  his  Hearty  assent  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Dun  to  thought  it  was  in  favour  of 
the  learned  lord  that  no  charge  had  been 
brought  against  him  that  he  had  acted  frorin 
any  private  or  selfish  view.  The  conclusion, 
therefore,  must  be  honourable  to  the  learned 
lord,  that  his  only  motive  was  the  public 
good. 
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Sir  John  Newport  hoped  siBcerely  that  the 
ipcXnocs  broached  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Koo!^  .would  be  jcncraily  reprobated.  The 
whole  ar^inent,  he  thoaght^  ipigbt  be  re- 
tlQced  to  the  simple  questioo,  whether  Mo- 
Hson  had  done  more  than  the  law  aQthorized? 
Jl  he  had  not,  for  what  reason  should  he  be 
punished  ?  The  powers  of  masters  over 
yertants,  10  regard  to  their  entering  or  at- 
tending volunteer  corps,  had  been  repeatedly 
knder  the  discussion  of  the  house,  and  when 
k  clause  restraining  that  power  had  been  at 
bst  introduced,  it  was  rejected  by  the  lords, 
pnd  that  amendment  dgain  approved  of  by 
the  hons^,  so  that  this  privilege  of  masters 
io  regard  to  their  servants  remained  the 
«ameiis  formerly.  He  thought  it  for  the 
interest  both  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  that 
the  question  should  be  fairly  canvassed,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  house  fairly  expressed,  as 
jpublic  officers  in  both  those  countries  were« 
iess  careful  of  the  rights  of  the  people  than 
'  those  more  closely  under  the  inspection  of 
government.  When  complaints,  of  thisnature 
came  before  them,  they  ought  not  to  dismiss 
them  without  the  most  serious  attention. 

Colonel  Fereler  asserted,  that  if  those 
bills  against  which  the  hon.  bart.  had  so 
loudly  declaimed,  had  not  been  passed, 
and  if  tbQ  Irish  magistracy  had  not  acted 
with  that  extraordinary  firmness  the  dan- 
ger and  urgency  of  that  crisis  demanded, 
the  country  of  Ireland  would  at  thrs  moment 
be  in  the  possession  of  France. 

Mr.  Fox, — Sir;  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke 
last  has  put  the  question  upon  its  true  grounds. 
He  has  stated  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  in  Ireland,  pending  a  rebellion,  in 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  learned 
lord.  It  is  not  my  intention,  Sir,  at  present 
to  inquire  whether  those  proceedings  were 
stricUy  legal  and  constitutional.  .We  are 
not  ignorant  that  torture  of  various  kinds 
has  been  inflicted  on  many  persons  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  bills  of  indemnity  have  been 
passed  to  relieve  all  the  actors  in  such 
transactions  from  the  pains  and  penalties 
they  liad  subjected  themselves  to;  but  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  colonel,  does  be  wish 
all  those  wholesome  severities  should  he 
exercised  in  Scotland  ?  I  am  persuaded  he 
does  not.  The  learned  lord  has  certainly 
brought  the  question  to  a  fair  issue;  he  has 
defended  his  conduct  in  a  fair,  manly  man- 
ner ;  he  has  in  some  manner  challenged  the 
house  to  decide  upon  the  bare  fact,  and  has 
deprecated,  as  became  him,  any  intention 
of  recurring  to  the  previous  question.  I 
shall  not  now  inquire  what  the  precise 
nature  of  the  office  the  learned  lord  fills  is, 
and  whether  he  "possesses  all  the  powers  of 


the  ancient  privr  counetf  of  S^cotland.  I| 
the  powers  0/  bis  officiaj  charapter  be  s^ 
very  extensive,  that  is  the  best  reason  fo^ 
their,  beim^  used  with  discretion  and  mo< 
deration^  ior  the  greater  thp  power,  th^ 

freater  the  responsibility.  £ut  let  us, 
ir,  examine  a  little  into  the  nature  of  th^ 
offence  committed  by  Mr.  Morison,  whc 
has  had  no  opportunity  afforded  him  of  exi 
culpating  himself :  why,  if  I  comprehend  it^ 
nothingmore  than  this — that  he  insisted  that 
his  servant  should  employ  himself  in 
thatching  his  barn,  when  he  shewed  a 
disposition  to  attend  a.  review  in  prefer^ 
ence,  or  to  oppose  the  enemy,  as  it  has 
been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate ;  and 
that  haviag  disobeyed  his  master's  com- 
mands, he  was  dismissed  from  his  service. 
Is  there  ^ny  thing  extraordinary  in  this  I 
Have  not  all  the  yolnnteer  acts  that  hav^ 
been  passed  recognised  this  right  as  ini 
herent  in  tlie  master  ?  Can  any  thing  b^ 
more  natural  than  that  he  should  possesi 
that  control  over  him  ?  Sir,  it  is  the  verj 
essence  of  their  contract ;  if  my  servani 
does  not  obey  xsxy  legal  orders,  and  execute 
that  duty  which  I  have  hired  him  to  per^ 
form,  I  certainly  have,  by  every  principle 
of  justice,  a  right  to  discharge  him.  Now 
this,  Sir,  is  the  '*  very  head  and  front"  o| 
Morison's  ofiTence,  and  what  does  the  lor^ 
advocate  do  on  the  occasion  ?  Why,  he 
recommends  tliat  no  one  in  liis  neighbour 
hood  should  hold  any  intercourse  with  him  | 
expressions  which,  taken  in  their  extensive 
sense,  mean  totally  ruiping  the.  man.  ] 
have  heard  of  laws  against  intercommu 
ning  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II;  whicl 
were  put  into  execution  by  that  very  priv> 
council  the  learned  lord  states  himself  U 
represent ;  but  really,  Sir,  I  did  not  ima 
gine  we  should  have  a  new  edition  of  thos^ 
obsolete  and  tyrannical  statutes  puj)lishe< 
at  this  day.  Now  as  to  another  part  o 
this  curious  letter,  I  mean  that  part  of  \ 
which  enjoins  imprisonment  in  case  of  i 
landing  being  efiected  by  the  enemy  }  oh 
say  the  advocates  of  the  learned  lord,  tha 
was  merely  a  threat  which  was  never  in 
tended  to  be  put  into  execution.  Whai 
Sir,  is  there  no  harm  in  casting  ^uch  a  stig 
ma  on  a  man,  aod  holding  him  out  as 
suspicious  character  to  the  whole  country 
I  do  not  like  this  law  by  which  a  man  ma 
be  imprisoned,  and  the  motives  for  his  con 
ilnement  be  yet  concealed  from  him.  Sii 
if  the  lord  advocate  have  power  to  do  il 
as  in  this  instance,  he  has  the  power  t 
imprison  the  greatest  men  in  Scotland,  a 
authority  which  I  am  persuaded  he  wi 
never  venture  to  exercise.    The  lowpr  ^ 
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skuatioh  6f  thfe  ttran  and  ihe  greater  his 
|k)%c^ty,  fbe  grw^ct  hb  ctehti  on  the  pro- 
tefetioft  of  the  legislatttre  atyd  the  interposi- 
tbA  of  parliittient.  It  h,  Sir>  cwr  dnXj  to 
f)}fdtecl  him,  fbt  he  Cannot  recfeiv^  it  else- 
where. Which  of  Ih*  courts  of  law  m 
Scotland  wottld  give  him  dMfiages?  Bot 
(he  kutried  lord,  ift  hts  'defence,  a*«tes, 
that  a  very  wickM  society  exisfted  about 
ten  fetrs  ago  in  $c6ilfind,in  i^  ft«ghbour- 
hood  where  Mr.  Moriiion  reiides.  Does 
k  appear  that  he%rf»oAe  of  that  society? 
Nt)  sach  thing.  Sef^eral  smaller  societies 
hav6  since  emanated  frotn  that  5  is  he 
proved  to  have  been  a  member  of  any  of 
fljose?  By  no  metois :  arid  yet  all  those 
,  societies  are  said  to  ha^  been  patronized 
ind  encouraged  by  an  opulent  lancBiolder, 
whose  tenant  he  wirs,  withotit  his  being 
ever  proved  to  hav*  been  influenced  to 
4hiroI  his  name  in  anV  o^he  of  them.  I 
do  not  know,  confeh'dkg  With  the  in- 
§ueoce  and  solicitfttkfn  mat  might  hav^ 
been  employed  to  seckice  him  into  those 
societies,  that  nxore  itettdy  foyulty  could 
have  been  shewn  thatt  h^s  been  by  this 
persecuted  m«m,  Who,  it  se^ms,  is  to  be 
shut  out  Drom  society,  th^  which,  with  the 
exception  of  tOrtare>  I  know  no  greater 
ptinishment  j  ktii  for  what  ?  for  doing  that 
which  pafliacment  has  recognized  he  had  a 
right  to  do,,  dismissing  a  disobedient  and 
refractory  servatnt.  It  is  contended  that  It 
was  above  the  learned  lord's  jurisdictioii 
and  power  fodo  this.  I  am  very  glad  of 
it.  Bat  in  cases  of  this  sort,  to  endeavour 
to  do  all  you  can,  though  in  the  end  it  may 
turn  out  yau  can  do  nothing  indecent  and 
intolerable,  but  in  the  greatest  law  officer 
of  tfie  crown,  is  a  Crime  of  so  scandalous 
atiid  aggravated  a  nature,  that  it  deserves 
the  marked  reprobation  of  the  legislat^ire. 
The  office  which  the  learned  lord  fills  is 
certainly  of  a  most  cdrions,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  most  formidable  charactefr.  For 
punishment  he  is  evety  thing,  there  he 
concenters  in  himself  the  powers  of  coun- 
cils and  of  magistrates  5  and  for  exculpa- 
tion he  is  nothing.  When  he  was  accused 
<)f  official  misconduct,  he  says,  "  Oh  1  I 
$ra  only  a  simple  individual,  you  may  brmg 
TOUT  action  against  mie  if  you  please."  The 
learned  lord  has  rested  much  of  his  defence 
upon  his  general  character.  He  says,  "  ap- 
ply to  the  commander  in  chief,  he  has 
Inown  me  fbr  sii  mohths,  and  will  give  a 
fevonrable  report  of  me.'*  Sir,  there  is  no 
man  in  the  country  who  would  pay  more 
respect  and  deference  that  may  be  ad- 
Tauced   by  that  noble  lord^  than  I  should 


^0t  Oft  questions  Of  personal  feputatiiiNi, 
the  less  the  general  <4iaracter  is  referred  to 
the  better.  We  are  t^d  by  the  friends  q( 
the  learned  lord  tbait  he  is  a  warm  maii, 
that  those  were  hot  words ;  why.  Sir,  Ch«t 
is  the  vet7  reason  I  wish  to  put  h  otit  #f 
his  power,  or   out  of   aliy    other  tnaifs 

Ewer  to  practise  any  abase  of  sudi  formi- 
bte  ^authoritv  in  fature.— Scotland  vmy 
again  be  in  danger,  and  other  Moti^oAs 
may  be  exposed  to  similar  treatment,  tt  it 
said  that  Morison  itieant  to  oppress  drfs 
man  ;  that  he  would  not  pay  him  his  wnget^ 
In  my  apprehension,  it  would  be  n^udi 
easier  for  Garrow  to  obtain  redress  againat 
Morison,  than  for  Morison  to  succeed  fn 
an  action  against  the  lord  advocate.  Is  the 
refusal  to  pay  a  man  his  wages,  whiclj  ,1 
adtnitiio  be  an  act  of  difhoneaty,  strjctty 
speaking,  such  a  crime  as  should.authori^ 
the  imprisonment  of  a  man  ?  But,  says  the 
learned  lord^  Mr.  Morison  did  not  go  on 
his  knees  to  me.  Why,  Sir,  he  migl^t 
have  done  all  that,  and  here  been  not 
the  less  mischievous  subject  sti^I.  Tffe 
learned  gentleman  (Mr,  Dalla:s)  who  spoke 
fr6m  an  opposite  bench,  and  no  one  re- 
spects htm  in  his  profession  more  than  I 
do,  hafs  objected  to  Morison,  that  ^le  was 
•  not  unstained,  that  he  was  not  t^ius  incurig^ 
and  therefore  not  entitled  to  the  interfe- 
rence of  a  court  of  law.  Now,  Sir,  I 
will  put  a  Case :  suppose  some  one  had 
said  or  written,  **  Mr.  Fox  has  done  etr^fy 
thing  in  his  power  to  discourage  volunteer- 
ing ;  he  is  not  a  loyal  man  ;  h6  is  in  tlfa 
pay  of  the  French,"  and  that  I  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Court  of  Rtng"s  Bench  for 
an  information  for  a  libel  — ^  Would  the 
court  tell  me,  *'  You,  Sir,  have  becfn 
guilty  of  turning  off  your  servants  at 
various  times,  because  they  entered  into 
volunteer  corps,  and  ^hall  meet  wMi  no 
redress  from  os/'  Why,  Sir,  if  thkt 
court  could  be  guilty  of  such  a  monstrous 
act  of  injustice,  they  would  be  soon  ih 
their  proper  place  expiating  their  guilt 
at  that  bar.  As  to  setting  up  in  the 
month  of  October,  and  thatching  by  night, 
and.  all  that  trash  that  has  been  orged  ki 
favour  of  this  servant,  it  is  really.  Sir,  ua- 
worthy  of  serious  consideration,  and  in 
this  new  agricultural  regulation  of  doing 
the  work  by  night  instead  of  day,  will  not, 
I  believe,  much  conduce  to  the  imprpve- 
ment  of  our  husbandry.  Sir,  I  will  ndt 
longer  trespass  on  the  patiervce  of  the 
house,  but  I  will  contend  that  a  sufficient 
case  has  been  made  out  to  warrant  the  in* 
tcrference  of  parliament,  and  that  if  tho 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«]5»]  "^Ani.  J>KBATESiJvnw  22,  lSOi.-''LordJdvoeaUo/S^tl4ttd.       [*8}6 


bouse  does  not  come  to  that  decision  whidi 
is  proposed  to  it,  we  abdicate  our  duty. 

The  Chan,  of  i  hi  £4?.— I  believe,  no  one  will 
dispute  with  the  hon.  gent,  the  proposition 
lie  has  laid  down,  that  it  it  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  interfere,  on  all  occasions, 
where  a  flagrant  violation  of  justice  has 
taken  place  ;  and  had  such  a  case  been 
made  out,  as  I  contend  it  hat  not,  I  should 
not  be  found  opposing  the  motion  of  the 
ben.  member  over  against  me.  But,  Sir, 
the  case  that  has  been  made  out  does  not, 
in  my  opinion,  warrant  the  interference  of 
the  legislature.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
justify  every  part  of  the  transaction.  There 
are  some  things  which  I  wish  had  not  been 
done,  and  which  I  am  persuaded  there  is  very 
little  danger  ^f  their  ever  happening  again. 
However,  we  may  criticise  and  disapprove 
certain  parts  of  these  proceedings,  there 
it  not  sufficient  to  induce  the  house  to  cast 
m  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  a  great 
bublic  ofHcer,  who  has  long  served  his 
Sovereign  and  the  state  with  a  zeal  and 
ability  that  have  seldom  been  eiceeded. 
Sir,  tne  hon.  gent,  who  last  spoke,  has  de- 
viated from  his  usual  candour,  \iy  very  un- 
necessarily introducing,  in  my  opinion, 
into  this  discussion,  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances which  took  place  in  Ireland^  which, 
however  justified  Tby  necessity,  we  must 
all  lament,  as  well  as  the  occasion  which 
gave  birth  to  them.  I  do  not  see  any  imme- 
diate connexion  between  those  events  and 
the  question  before  us,  apd  I  think  it  would 
have  been  wise  in  the  hon.  gent,  to  hav^ 
abstained  from  referring  to  them.  But,  I  per- 
ceive in  gentlcnaen  a  wish  to  urge  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  with  the  same  violence 
now,  that  they  did  when  they  first  brought 
it  forward.  I  own  I  am  rather  disappoint- 
ed at  this,  for  I  tvould  ask,  is  there  a  man 
in  the  house,  who,  after  having  heard  a 
speech  of  the  learned  lord,  can  possibly 
entertain  the  same  impression  of  this  case, 
that  he  did  when  it  was  first  introduced  by 
the  hon.  member  ?  If  there  be,  Sir,  he  has 
different  feelings  from  those  I  possess,  and 
I  can  assure  the  gentleman,  that  I  feel  no 
great  desire  to  participate  in  them.  Sir, 
this  is  not  an  act  proceeding  from  the 
learned  lord,  in  consequence  of  a  consul- 
tation which  he  has  had  with  a  client  in 
his  chambers  5  but  it  is  the  result  of  an 
information  lain  before  him  by  a  judicial 
officer,  the  sheriff,  and  which  he  was  offi- 
cially bound  to  notice.  It  is  contended, 
that  thfe  conduct  of  the  learned  lord  was  not 
only  unnecessarily  severe,  but  that  he  step- 
ped out  of  his  province  in  this  particular 
exercise  of  it.    Sir,  if  we  ar«  to  draw  to 


any  analogy  between  this  and  other^acts,  I 
think  occasions  jnajr  occur,  where  itvmay 
be  as  necessary  to  prevent  the  thinning  of 
those  -ranks  that  were  to  oppose  the  eaemy, 
as  It  was  to  prohibit  the  departure  of  men 
who  intended  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  ene- 
my. As  toMorison*s  conduct,  I  see  not  upon 
what  grounds  of  justice,  it  can  be  defend- 
ed. It  is  acknowledged,  that  he  discharged 
this  man,  although  he  had  done  the  work  he 
was  ordered  to  perform,,  and  that  at  a  time 
of  the  year  when  he  must  have  remained 
six  months  out  of  employment,  and  in  ag- 
gravation of  thit  inhumanity,  he  has  the 
dishonesty  to  refuse  him  the  payment  of  hia 
wages.  As  to  the  argument  that  his  at- 
tending that  muster  was  of  no  consequenccj 
that  I  most  peremptorily  deny.  What 
when  it  was  to  be  ioftpected  by  the  com- 
mandiog  officer  of  the  district,  and  that  al 
a  time  when,  from  every  information  thai 
had  been  received,  an  attempt  al  landing 
might  have  been  hourly  expected  from  the 
enemy!  Placed  in  the  arduous  and  rei 
sponsible  situation  that  the  learned  lor^ 
was,  was  it  not  natural  that  he  should  em 
ploy  all  the  reasonable  means  in  his  powei 
to  discounteiiance  the  possibility  of  sucl 
practices  in  others  ?  Here  was  no  sentence 
no  triaL  Suppose  that  the  signal  was  ac 
tually  flying  that  the  enemy  were  landing 
was  this  Mr.  Morison  to  say  his  servant 
"  no  J  you  shan't  march  to  oppose  th< 
enemy,  you  shall  stay  and  thatch  my  barn/ 
Why,  Sir,  if  such  were  the  conduct  o 
one  of  those  agricultural  philosophers, 
should  consider  such  apathy,  at  such  a  mo 
ment,  as  something  bordering  on  disaffec 
tion,  I  had  almost  said  treason*  If  tl^ 
learned  lord  had  shewn  such  apathy  i 
providing  for  the  defence  and  security  < 
the  country,  he  vvould  ill  deserve  the  big 
situation  he  holds,  and  which  I  trust  h 
will  long  continue  to  hold,  if  not  disable 
by  a  vote  of  this  bouse.  There  were  thre 
grgunds  of  accusation  against  him,  extrac 
ed  from  his  letter  to  the  sheriff  deput 
The  first  >^hich  recommended  that  no  pe 
sons  should  associate  with, him,  or,  in  oth^ 
words,  that  he  should  be  sent  to  Coventr 
as  it  is  said,  cannot  fall  under  £he  censui 
of  illegality,  yhete  is  no  law  against  tl 
practice  that  ever  I  have  heard  of.  I  w 
not  say  that  circumstances  may  be  con  nee 
ed  with  it,  which  may  include  it  within  tl 
law  against  libel,  and  may  therefore  b 
come  the  subject  of  an  action  for  damage 
As  to  that  part  of  the  charge  w  hich  r 
spects  the  destruction  of  his  property,  t 
house  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  no  pers< 
but  such  as  whose  name  has  been  eruioUe 
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and  who  shall  be  proved  to  have  done  hH 
best  to  protect  that  properly,  would  be 
entitled  to  any  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  it. 
One  would  suppose  that  th^  learned  lord 
bad  been  inciting  the  populace  to  the  de« 
struction  of  this  property,  when  he  could  < 
have  meant  nothirig  more,  but  that  in  ca<;e 
'Morrison  should  claim  an  indemnity,  he 
would  think  it  his  duty  to  state  against  itl 
•Who  were  to  dcstro)^  this  property  }  \i\i 
not  likely  the  army  would  do  it  in  conse- 
i)uence  of  this  letter,  and  from  the  enemy  he 
could  have  no  apprehension  on  that  score^ 
for  the  circumstance  of  his  being  suspected 
of  disaffection  would  plead  in  his  favout 
ivith  them,  and  entitle  liim  to  exemption. 
Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  will  allow,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  letter,  that  com- 
munity with  him  should  be  prohibited.  As 
to  apprehending  him>  that  was  only  even- 
tually to  take  place  as  in  case  of  actual  in- 
vasion^  and  the  order  which  was  issued 
yras  in  cotitemplation  of  that  event ;  but  it 
it  said,  why  did  he  not  write  to  London 
for  orders  ?  Certainly  he  might  by  so 
doing,  have  shifted  the  responsibility  from 
himself,  and  thrown  it  on  the  minister, 
-who  should  give  such  order  ;  but  his  con«- 
duct  would  not  have  been  the  more  legal 
on  that  account.  I  will  not,  Sir^  as  I  said 
before,  endeavour  to  justify  the  whole  of 
•that  letter )  but  t  trust,  that  an  ardent  zeal 
for  the  public  service,  operating  upon  a 
sanguine  and  active  mind,  Will'  not,  in 
•times  like  those  we  live  in,  be  deemed  de- 
serving the  censure  and  disapprobation  of 
the  legislature. 

Mr.  IVbitbread  replied  to  the  different 
'  arguments  that  had  been  urged  against  his 
motion.  After  which,  the  question  being 
Joudly  called'for,  the  house  divided  on  the 
Attorney-General's  motion  •**  Ayes  1 59, 
Noes  8a-p-Majority  77  against  Mr.  Whit- 
bread's   motion. Adjourned   at    three 

o'clock  on  Saturday  morning* 

.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday f  June  35,   1804. 

[Additiowal  Forcb  Bill.]  —  Earl 
Camden  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
2d  reading  of  ibe  additional  force  bilL  His 
lordbhip  said,  that  it  most  be  very  obvious  to 
their  lordshipsi  that  it  was  eatreinely  desira- 
ble to  add,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  consider- 
able body  of  men  to  the  regular  army  1  that 
it  had  been  found  by  experivnGe,  that  the 
mode  adopted  last  year,  for  raising  oien  for 
ao  anny  of  reserve,  had  not  answered  the 
purpose  for  .which  it  was  intended,  an  it  in- 
terfered greatly  with  the  recruiting  for  the 

Vol..  n.  ^ 


itg^af  army,  and-  tended  verf  tooth  to  i 

cfease  the  bOi/nties  given  fbr  the  raising 

men  3  tiiat  the  militia  having  been  increat 

t<9a  Very  greaf  amount,  beyond  What  wds  t 

number  origh>ally  proposed^  and  ds  thi^  b 

t>ec6  found  Co  <5perate  also  very  consideral 

towards  obstructing  the  rechiiting  for  t 

regular  army/  it  watf  aAaant  by  this  bill 

reduce  the  number   of  the  militia  fr< 

60,000,  at  whklrit^todd  atpresent,  tof 

number  of  40000^  twhich  Was  Us  origii 

standard)   and  thtft  in   14 days  after  t 

passing  of  this  ac^  no  man  is  to  be  ballot 

for  the  militia,  tilt,  in  each  county^  the  r 

litia  should  be  reduced  belOw  the  origh 

quota  ;  that  the  Uomber  to  t>e  raised  for  t 

year  etidfng  the  isl  of  Oct.  ISOS;  shall 

9,000  men  annually;  that  the  church-w 

iciris  and  oversccfs^oif  the  poor,*"  who  w< 

authorised  by  this  act,  tc^  raise  and  prov 

the  men  deficient  in  the  respective  parish 

ihill'  be  albwed  a  bouncy  for  each  man,  i 

exceeding  three-lounhs  of  the  bounty  tj 

shall  be  from  tinse  to  time  allowed  by 

Majesty  for  recreitlng  the  infantry  for  ] 

derat  sef%'ice  $  such  man  having  been  n 

dent  80  days  or  more,    in  the  pai4sh 

which  he  should  be<  produced,  or  in  %o 

other  parish  in  tbe  same  subdivision  or  hi 

dred,  or  in  some  parish  in  the  same  or  so 

adjoining  county,  not  more  than  10  m 

distant  fVom  the  parish  for  which  he  shall 

fbnnd  or  produced.     His  lordship  then  gi 

a  general  description  of  the  remaining  p 

visions  of  the  bill,  and  argued  that  mt 

might  be  expected  from  its  operation 

wards  increasing  our  regular  force,    as 

would  be  the  means  of  lowering  the  v 

high  price  which  bad  been  paid  for  mer 

serve  in  the  army  of  reserve,  and  of  less 

ing  at  leasti  if  not  eotii^y  taking  away, 

competition,    which    existed  between  t 

army  and  the  regalar  army  of  the  count 

He  understood,  that  it  had  been  said  of  t 

bill  that  it  was  highly  unconstitutionni, 

asniuch  as  it  went  to  raise  a  large  bod) 

men  as  a  permanent  force  instead  of 

milit)a>   vvhich  was  deemed  the  more  c 

stiiotional  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdo 

but  he  by  no  means  saw  it  in  that  poin 

view.     It  was  to  be  recollected,  that  w 

we  wanted  above  •  every  thing  was  a  lai 

disposable,  and welUdlscipIined  force;  1 

as  tbe  array  of  reserve  had  failed  in  pro 

cing  such  a  force  as  was  expected  in 

course  of  la<t  year,  he  thought  this  bill 

a  measure  that  would  be  attended  with  1 

different  eliects  :  that  it  wOnU  produce 

effective  force,  and,  as  such,  h»  could 

but  give  it  his  warmest  support.     Hai 

I  explained  the  general  purposes  of  the 

*       3  F      . 
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tloat  till  to  fbof^d  bear  whf^  mi^bt  bead- 
vanced  in  aiigememi  by  w^  of  o))|«ctioft  19 
|bf  btU ;  tbougb.  hfi  foold  not  bot  Setter 
kinuelC  ttet  tb»  ml)  woeid  be  £>uodf  in 
feneral,  ifttiafactory  to  tbeir  lofdtbipi,  wbo 
nPM(«H  btoonyioced  how  tery  neeeaBary  k 
mM$  to  bive  $  brg«i  cffici^t,  and  dispoiOr 
ibl«i  fcicp«  for  gtn9fA  mipfm,  laiied  at 
ipeodil)!  «•  jiotslbte.  H)s  }offd»bf|i  aoQclu* 
Ofd^  bj  alTiofli  tb^t  h«;  tbonld  be  gUd  to 

{iyeevef^espuinitioQ  on  aisjpafta  of  tfie 
ili  utrfaiob  nMp  \0r^s,tm^^  require. 
Tb^E^\9SCafirmir9m  reae  to  a^  wbctber 
Ibe  ikMo  teCi  of  state  b«4  said  tbe  number 
«r  loeil  vWcb  wonW  be  r^caoyed  frpm  the 
iOi)ltia  to  ibe  ntmj  of  xeierTe  W9t  a^  er 

£arl  Cam^m  taid  tbe  ntunbec  for  G.  Bri« 
tAln  watd3*QPQ;  ier  ^  £^aifi  a^dlrebiiidy 

E^rl  FU^miUlam  rose,  and  taid  a  few 
]«#rd8  in  o(>poftit)on  to  ibe^  bill*  bot  in  too 
i^ldif^  a  tone  of  loite  to  be  dtfttinctly  beard 
MoiK  tbe  b$r.  As  far  aa  'we  eoeld  cotleot, 
kit  lerdtbip  trar  not  disposed  to  o^ect  sp 
tti^ch  to  the  reduction  of  ibe  militia  9»  to 
ibe  other  piartt  of  the  biM.  and  particularly 
t»  tbe  dausea  trbicb  rebue  to  the  doiies  of 
t^vjerseert  and  chnroblvfiMrdeot* 

The  Poke  of  Clsrenet  said,  that  the  noble 
aec.  of  state, deaerved  tbe  highest  praise  Ux 
the  candid  manner  in  wMch  be  had  o^ned 
the  debate.  H.  B.  H.  'vras  sensibletltat  ihie 
iirat  not  the  atafe  in  which  it  was  oaual  to 
gointotheclaiiseaofa  btll,  but  it  was  i«»- 
posaibte  for  their  lordsiupB  to  consider  this 
bill  without  taking^  that  course  :  the  noble 
arc.  of  aUite  had  indeed  set  an  example  oi 
discussing  particnlar  ctanaeay  and  H*  B..  H. 
wiis  convinced,  that  the  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack  had  too  much  candour  not  to  ad- 
mit that  what  was  fait  on  one  side«  was  fair 
on  the  other.  H.  R:  H.  chMy  objected  to 
the  danse  idbieb  proposed  to  uransfer  the 
militia  to  the  regulars*  The  militia  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  standing  army,  nor 
the  standing  army  with  the  nailitia ;  these 
two  services,  in  hit  opinion,  ouglit  to  be 
*kept  perfectly  distinct.  This  bi^  had  been 
.'CslkounconatttufioOal,  etid  thai  was  a  woad 
of  a  very  serioos  nature^  when  app^itd  to 
any  measune  submitted  to  their  lordships* 
conaideratioO }  it  was  an  epithet  which  he 
could  not  have  supposed  would  have  been 
due  to  any  bill  introdaccd  by  i  mtniater  of ' 
this  country.  It  was  etidcnt,  however,  that 
the  measure^  as  described  by  the  ^oble  see. ; 
t>f  state,  waa  at  kastof-a  very  novel  and  en- 
•traordhiaty  nature*  <  With  legjard  to  tke  \ 
.processed  object  of  the  bill,  namely,  the  in-  ^ 


ereaae  pf  •  the  regular  force  of,  the  cOnntr) 
perhapa  no  oian  thought  noorB  ncoeasar 
than  hioBself.  Still  however,  it  w^reqoi 
site  that  their  lordships  abould  consider  \h 
mode  in  which  thia  end  was  to  be  attuned 
Whatever  the  necessity  of  the  ease  migk 
be,  such  a  measure  ought  not  tobeiadepSe 
on  the  Qere  ifss  dtmt  of  any  cbaneeUor  i 
the  etchequer,  be  he  ''  a  giant  refreshed 
or  not-^It  was  fit  (hat  some  strong  rca 
aona  shonld  be  adduced,  before  their  lord 
ships  conaented  to  ao  a  great  a  cha^ 
in  the  military  system  *  of  the  country.  1 
a  noble  marquis,  whom  H.  R.  H.  did  nc 
now  see  in  his  plaee  (the  Marquis  of  Staf 
ford)  had  made  the  HMHido  of  which  h 
bad  so  repeatedly  g^ven  notioe,  a  notice 
which  had  since  been  got  rid  ^,  and  if  tb 
house  had  gone  into  a  oommittee  on  thai 
oaoiion,  he  was  congdeOt  their  brdshif 
would  have  ^een  the  necessity  <^  ioereasin 
'the  regular  force  of  the  coaotry;  but  \h 
measure  would  then  have  profH^ided  on 
very  different  ground,  and  he  did  nOt.ihiQ 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  eay  m^ist^ 
to  have  brought  it  ferward  in  the  sbape  i 
which  it  now  appeared.  Independent  c 
any  objection  which  mig^t  be  made  to  tfc 
plan,  on  constitutional  grounds,  H*  R.  li 
atrobgly  disapproved  of  any  contrivanot  fo 
Sranst(»rring  the  mitittft  to  the  refers.  A 
he  had  betore  observed,  the  militia  had  nc 
thing  to  do  with  the  army  ;  Md  theie  sci 
vices  should  never  be  made  to  clash  in  th 
manner  with  each  other.  H.  R.  H.  ws 
perfectly  senaible  that  great  advantage  wonl 
result  from  having  the  militia  properly'  ofi 
cored,  and  waa  reaidy  ta  tfdnatt  that  ttnS  in 
provement  would-  be  greatly  faciliHited, 
the  number  of  the  militia  were  lest  than 
now  is;  but  as  the  present  noimber  ht 
been  established  under  the  sanelioo  of  pa 
Jiament,  it  appeared  nnoto  proper  to  resc 
to  oiher  means  of  officering  it,  than  10  ado 
ail  at  once  this  ■.  plan  of  reduction^  Th 
was  a  .subject  which  claimed  the  attenti^ 
of  their  lordships ;  for  the  inroads  whii 
within  these  fi^w  years  had  been  made  in  tl 
militia  system ^ere  much  to  be  regretted.* 
H.  Rt  H.  then  proceeded  to  comment  i 
Ihe  various  cUiSses-of  the  bill*  He  ^artici 
iarly  objected  to  the  obligation  ia>pOSed  o 
the  inspector  geOeral  of  the  army  of  reaer 
to  attend  and  asaiat^at  thomcetings  of  d 
puty-Hentenants.  Wfth  regard  to  the  d 
lies  of  the  pprish  offioer9,«the  restilt  of  \ 
the  clauses  respecting  fhem  was,  tbat  th 
wtore  in>tFtt£ted,  not  a»  to  the  manner 
'Which  they  were,  to  raise  men>  fe»ut  h« 
tiny  were  not  tor  raise  tbem.  -H.lt.] 
was  far  from  supposing  the  chnrchwardc 
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•td  oftrieerf  wOdM  lOoMoiit  My  ict«  of  $§- 

tnnif  or  op|^ret$ioo »  bat  it  oogbt  to  bp 

comdercd,  that  tbeie  penont  were  in  ge- 

'nmi  MdescDeOf  <vi4u»  bad  thajr  own  hiui" 

neii  (bo  attend  to^  mi  nbat  U  would  be 

tearoelf  possible  for^bem  to  t^nfice  their 

lkiie»  to  the  doe  expgrutiooof  the  bUI.  With 

regard  to  the  clause  wbioh  Uoiited  tbe  pf^ 

liodof  »»vi6eio  5|reari>  t^apeiped  tob^m 

l»  be  to  worded  that  It  anlgbt  to  eaite^ded  b^ 

•  iutiire  aet  of  parjiaoieot.    H.  R.  |I.  was 

eeoaible  «bat  no  audi  tbiog  wa4  inteoded^ 

tat  the  c^use  appeared  to  bear  that  con* 

atf actioti.    The  proviaions  of  the  biU  weie 

auafa,  tiiet  it  waa  tnapesalble  it  coQld  be  exe- 

coted.    ItwasnotoBlf  oMgatory,  butveaa- 

iiooa*    Some  eiber  method  op^  to  be  re^ 

aorted  to  £br  ii^preaaiog  the  rag olar  A>rce  of 

abe  cooBtry^  an  object  to  which  this  mee« 

aure  appeared  altogether  ioadequatia.    Uh- 

ieaa,  therafoipej  be  oould  heax  it  lupportjed 

bf  aignmeota  which  would  do  away  bia  ob* 

jeetiooa,  H.  R.  H.  declarod  he  would  f  ote 

ogatesttbebilL 

fieri  SpinceriMt  ht  bad  wailed  to  see 
whether  some  noble  lord,  on  tlie  opposite  side 
0f  the  hooae,  woald  not  rise  in  aopport  of 
abe  bill  $  but  aa  that  waa  not  the  paae,  it 
was  witb  coniiderable  reluctance  he  was 
obliged  to  deliver  his  sentiroenia  on  thie  anb* 
ject.  Ho  tbonght  the  principle  of  the  bill 
«raa  so  bighlf  objectionable,  that  though  be 
mraa  finnly  of  opinion  there  wai  nothing 
paore  desirable  than  to  augment  the  regular 
inilifary  force  of  the  kingdoea^  yet  the  pre* 
aent  tneaaore,  profesaiog  to  have  that  object 
in  view,  fell  so  fiu*  abort  of  what  it  ought 
$o  do,  and  waa,  he  waa  eonrii  ced,  likeljr 
ao  piove  so  totalj^  iaadcquate  io  the  porposca 
#iDr  wbtch  it  is  iocended,  that  be  could  not, 
la  doty  to  hiobaelf,  aod  to  the  c0uolry«  re* 
^n  ftom  giving  it  a  decided  n^alive.  He 
Ihtaght  and  hoped  Ihey  would  havje  bad 
Mhe  meana  before  tbeoa  of  acooaapiiilhieg 
eo  desirable  a  purpose.  The  prkieiplp  o(f  the 
bill,  according  to  ita  title»  waa  to  attain  ita 
iribject,  by  raking  an  additional  for<e^  and 
reducing  the  militia.  Hil  lordabip  saidf  be 
waa,  and  had  always  beoi,  a  ateady  friend 
to  the  militia  ealaUiabtnent^  on  ita  ti uo  and 
original  principle,  and  to  a  certain  extent; 
He  waa  always  of  opinion»  tlial,  ip  be  pro^ 

Criy  disciplinod  aodofBccred  atf  it  ougbt-.te 
i  the  militia  should  be  conftiwd  aa  ocof^ 
aa  possible  to  ita  first  estaWUhment  A$ 
far,  thereforrf,  aa  the  bill  wiint  |p!ftraiida 
reducsBg.tbe  militia  to  that  standard,  be 
Ibought  it  a  desirable  obfeet^  and  il  ahiiMiU 
luive  bia  approbatkm  and  ouoconence.  Bnt 
Ibe   pcincafai  obfeet  of  ifto  biU:.»ai»  iftr  I 


Citi 


ought  to  b|^  t 
tioireo  aa  posai 
opptaip  prpvisio 
t^iate  that,    it 
nu|iister«»  t^t 
waa  from  an 
point,  boweveri 
1)0  thought  the] 
the  argomei^ta 
difficulties  fuul 
was  obtained, 
been  thrown  ij 
general  service 
high  bounties, 

away^  and  wot       .  „       _         .f 

cruitiog.  He  understood,  bowevefi  thai 
person^  /^fripg  it^tp  ^  nfW  arany  of 
reserve,  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  after* 
Ward(>  ^  general  service.  It  woold>  there* 
fere,  be  ufscessary  for  tb^m  to  ikPQW^  fh^ 
ampupt  of  the  bounties,  ip  order  to  fpnn 
an  opiniou»  M'hether  it  will  tkqi  b04pore  fqa 
their  interest  lo.  enter  into  Hit  arqiy  of  re^ 
serve  first,  by  w))i^  ihey  will  HPHce  tp 
theoiselves  a  double  hooRiyf  and  thereby 
put  the  public,  ox  rather  the  parisb^i  tp  a 
double  expense.  Ooe  very  gr,eat  objection 
to  the  ^  is,  fhat  it  is  a  large  and  eompUf 
cated  iiHichu^Fy»  put  m  m^'on  with  grea^ 
difficulty,  to  do  but  little  aervice.  fie 
dskought  00  considerable  aumbter  of  men 
would  beraitod.liy  thia.act,  which  ,proofea4 
sed  to  hold  ot^t  Inducements  to  parish  of« 
fk^rsft  and  to  teippt  them  to  oveideqfi:  dif&r 
cpltiea  ;  but  iuftead  .^  an  act  lor  raising  4 
graat  number  of  meon  it  iftrill  be.  W  taim 
such  a  aum  of  moneys  •  If  tbl»fae  the  cases 
bis  lordship  said^  it  aaiiil  £naUy  pr^o  iiht 
effioieut^  for  the  44)^  ia  eapressiy.faid  t0 
be  the  raising  an  additiooallbrcej  not ef 
money,  but  of  aiesi«  li  ^  pfovo  iocfioieU^ 
tbee>  be  said,  a  necessary  cposaouenoe  mual 
cesult  from  it,  thai  ti  will  be  oppress 
sive.  As  a  tair,  it  would  opmte  with  great 
Mwigbt>  and  very  onequallyV  It  would  Ml 
on  honsea  and  land  only,  wjbea,  in  point  id 
frh-iieasjr  it  ought  to  bo  raised  from  tbe  gee 
poral  reveoiKa  of  the  country.  .Thelegiaf< 
kitufe  ought,  on  tbeoontraiy,  to  lay  oo  all 
burdena  wieh  aa  fair  and  o^al  a  band  af 
pmaibia;  Ba  ioniated  that  it  would  boimar- 
poasible  for  the  overseers  Jto  find  Iho  men  i 
^omwbieb  circumstanco  the  mcasum  odoIA 
Aot  fail  to  pcDve  inefficient,  and  to  beaomi 
grievoosfy  oppressive.  He  ebjected  to  ea* 
aettogaucha  complicaieiiflBatt  of  machinery^ 
and  to  put  it  in  motionlor  the  purpose  dC 
bantssiog  chm^wardens,  overseen,  do^ 
puty-lientaoantab  Iboir  clerha^  and  all  wiio 
4re  coufiBTned  ialbcbaabeafc* 
4  Fa 
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in.  It  mfiil  oome  at  Cut  ii^to*Ae  Hairdt  of 
yecruitio^  officers,  wbich  bad  much  better 
be  done  in  Ibe  first  instance.  It  waa^  he 
believed,  bot  tbis  day  eight  weeks  tlmt'a 
ttoble  marqub,  whotn  be  did'  not  then 
aee  in  bis  place,  bad  been  induced  to 
postpone  bia  motion  on  the  defence  of 
Ae  coontr^i  bad  not  that  motion  been 
aomehow  or  other  got'  rid  off.  for  what 
reason  be  did  not  know,  tkeir  lordships 
would  bave  no  occasion  to  be  then  debsting 
the  present  biN.  He  was  siorry  it  had  so 
bappened )  bot,  as  a  measuro  of  defence. 
Ibis  was  finiaght  with  so  many  knperfoctions, 
and  carried  such  brmid  blemishes  in  its  very 
£ice,  that  be  must  express  bis  disapproba-' 
iion,  and  give  it  of  course  \i\%  decided  op-' 
position. 

'  The  Duke  ofMonhase  said,  the  nature  of 
Ats  bill  was  snob,  as  to  convince  him  that  if 
would  raise  a  great  number  of  men,  who 
would,  in  all  likelibood,  be  much  alarmed  at 
entering,  in  the  first  Instance,  for  general 
aervice  in  the  regular  army.  It  bad  been  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  that  it.would  ultima* 
tely  prove  inefficiept.  Whether  it  would 
bave  tfie  effect  of  raising  as  many  men  as  is 
to  l)e  wished  for,  be  would  not  attempt  to 
aay ;  but  he  bad,  howevnr,  no  doubt  in  his  * 
own  mind,  that  it  would  raiae  a  great  many. 
He  did  biqpe  to  bave  seen  several  <^  the  ooMe 
lords  who  op(x)8e  this  bi)),- united  in  their 
endeavours  to  encourage^  hf  every  po^ible 
means;  the  raisiifig  of  men  ^  not  only  to  de« 
lend  their  own  coontvy,  but  to  carry  the  war 
Into- the  heart  of  that  of  the'entmyr  He  was 
aore- the  teen,  when  once  raided  for  the  army 
of  reserve,  would  •easily  be  induced  to  enter 
ibr  general  service,  atodbe  nrade*  no  doubt 
bat  that  a  great  maojr  of  the  volunteers  would 
do  ibe  same.  Tbe  mspedors,^  against  whom 
io  matMr  ol^ectioos  bad  been  made,  are  per* 
aona  who4u-e.  appointed  to  assist  the  deputy 
SeuteUants,  and.  not  to  cbntrobl  them.-  It 
bad»  on- all  handto,  bef^n  allowed,  that  it  was 
)!bsolutely  necessary  to  increase  pur  regular 
snn^,  aiid  it  was  only  to  be  done  by  ibos^ 
tneans*  If  ibty.  were  led  on  ai^pby  step^ 
ttieae  would  be  more  likelihood  of  getting  a 
great  pufnber,  than  if  it  was  proposed  to 
them  to'  enter  ^^r  general  aervice  at  ooc^ 
lie  coiyld  not  sds  bow  any  noble  lord  couM 
bave  any  specific  strong  objection,  to  the  bill, 
ile  supposed  rather  that  it  was  tp  the  persona 
larbo  brought  it  fi^ovard,  than  to  the  bill  it- 
self, if  so,  he  would  bc^  desinoas-tc^  meet 
ihat  question,  and  w^^^  ^^^  ^  bouse 
to  rejecMbe  bill .  at  onde^.  if  >t^  have 
HO '  loiter  a,  eonfidenoB  in  bia  majesty's 
jpf||bfef»  -    |ie  wold  w\^^'  tteir  iofdt 


ships  would  address  bis 'mi^esty  to  remove 
tbimt  and  should  bo  much  better  pleased 
thus  to  see  the  opposition  made  in  a  more 
direct  manner,  ^an  through  the  mednicn  oi 
tMs  bill.  For  bis  own  part,  be  thought  i{ 
well  calculated  to  answer  all  the  purposes  fioi 
which  it  is  intended  $  and  as  such  it  should 
have  bis  cordial  support. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  said,  the  wbok 

principle  of  the  bill  was  pf  the  noost  perni< 

cioUs  kind  ;  while  every  part  of  it  was  cba^ 

racterised  by  its  share  of  evil.     HewaswiU 

ling  to  pass  by  that  amphibious  animaK  cre^ 

ate^  by  the  bill,  tbf  pariRh  T^'cruitin^  officer 

The  enormities  of  his  situalion  were  great 

and  woukl  des^ve  to  b€i  noticed  with  parti< 

cular  severity,  if  they  bad  been  found  in  i 

bill  of  less  atrocities  than  tbii»    The  bill  pre 

tended  to  be  a  bill  for  raising  men.  '  H< 

should  have  great  objection  to  it,  if  it  couh 

raise  men  in  the  way  proposed.    But  it  wa 

abiU^rno«uch  purpose;  intended  for  n< 

su«  b  purpose.     It  was  a  bill  to  raise  monei 

by  the  worst  of  means,  and  under  the  mos 

fallacious  prateaces.  The  fine  on  the  pariebe 

was  the  object  of  the  bill ;  and  while  paclia 

ment  was  disoossing  the  hopes  or  fear  c 

raising,  or  not  raising  the  men,  the  bill  hel 

on  to  its  purpose,  and  in  passing  would  be 

cotne  a  parochial  tax.    But  the  bill  professei 

to  do  almost  every  thing,  except  wbat  i 

really  did.    Its  fi-iends,  t)ot  much  ptberws 

celebrated  as  the  friends  of  a  liberal  syster 

towards  the  people,  vaunt  of  die  abolishini 

the  billot  by  this  bill.    The  ballot,  howevei 

is  only  in  another  shape  to  all  but  some  pel 

sons    privileged  by  this  bill.    These  privi 

l0ged   persons    were  those    who,  perbapi 

ought  tp  be  least  so.    They  were  all  .plac< 

men  and  pensioners.    He  would  appeal  t 

tl^e  n{4)le  )ord  on  the  wool-sack  ;  be  woul 

pay  nothing  ^r  hi§  honours  apd  emolument 

Whatever  he  did  for  bis  partrimonial  estate 

$y  this  bill  he  would  be  relieved  firom  tl 

chance,  at  least,  of  paying  30  I.  for  a  sul 

stitutei  and  if  be  paid  any  thing  it  woul 

be  for  his  lands.    Tbia  was  a  fundament 

objection  to  the  biU  ;  it  levied  a  ta^  undi 

fiilse  pretences>  and  levied  that  tax  most  pa 

iiaUy>  exempting  persons  most  capable  < 

b^rio|  the-  bundeit,  and,  above  all,  tbbi 

perspns  wh^^tteoed  on  tbe  emcduments  i 

<theft(^e..  Tbe  bill,  in  every ^pbint  of  viei 

was  unpobstitutiiKial.  }t  was  so,  among  otbei 

i^vredUcitigihomrHtla  below  '^^^  comparatii 

weigbta  wnh  the-regular  fc^e,    for  tbe  m 

tffiia,'he  bad  almosr  lost  bis  first  love;  tb 

force  was  of  a  nature  be  no  longer  cared  fc 

in  thedegree be fomserly did*    By  late  act 

t|i&ii|^ed':^utt&4^<>WP^^!^^  ^^ 
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were  no  longer  necessbrjr.  He  conceived  the 
coD$titutton  of  the  tnititia  to  he  destroyed. 
That  much  he  said  of  the  militia  in  a  const!- 
tattonal  point  of  view.  But  as  an  existing 
force,  of  great  and  (tfost  important  value,  he 
objected  to  the  bill  for  redtlciog  it.  This 
was  in  his  mind,  a  serious  evil  in  the  bill. 
This  waa  bad  policy ;  but  the  principal  ob- 
jection  was,  the  atrocious  operation  of  the 
bill,  its  unconstitutional  principle,  and  iti 
monstroua  eflfects. ' 

Lord  Mulgrave  saidj  if  any  thing  was 
wantmg  to  convince  him,  that  the  opposition 
to  this  bill  was  not  given  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  its  operation,  or  its  real  character, 
but  to  the  person  who'  brought  It  In,  it  was 
the  arguments  he  had  heard  that  night,  and 
especially  those  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
ix>b)e  eavl  who  spoke  last.  The  noble  earl 
had  not  argued  to  the  house;  be  had  not  used 
•any  of  that  reasoning  which  was  proper  for 
their  lordships*  understanding  and  feelings. 
He  had  addressed  a  low  and  vulgar  argu- 
ment to  those  out  of  doors.  He  had  ^ven  a 
name,  subject  to  popular  hatred,  to  situa- 
tions of  the  greatest  eminence.  He  had 
used  the  vulgar  terms  of  placemen  and  pen- 
^noners,  speaking  of  the  most  exalted  sta- 
tions. The  noble  lord  had  not  spoken  with 
his  o^nal  good  sense  in  this.  He  had  forgotten 
that  the  persons  he  alluded  to  had  earned  their 
high  stations  by  their  merit  j  that  they  did 
Bot  deserve  those  vuig(|r  phrases  of  contempt 
the  noble  lord  had  applied  to  them. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  rose  to  speak  to 
order.  He  said,  he  had  not  asserted-that  the 
noble  persons  alluded  to  had  not  won  their 
honours  and  emoluments  by  their  services. 
fie  meant  nierely  to  state— The  noble  earl 
yras  here  interrupted  by 

The  Lord  ChanciUar,  who  said,  the  noble 
earl  proposed  to  speak  to  order.  He  must, 
therefore,  shew  in  what  the  Qoble  lord  was 
disorderly.  / 

The  Earl  of  Caemaervon  said  he  spoke  to 
order,  but  he  would  speak  to  something 
more  than  order.  He  meant  to  deny  wliat 
the  Eioble  lord  had-^scribed  to  him.  He  bad 
never  asserted  that  the  noble  lord  *  on  the 
woolsack  h^d  not  earned  his  honours  and 
emoloaaents*  ^e  bad  maiotatbed  this  arga- 
ment,  that  the  bill  favoured  him  and  others 
in  high  o6Sce^  of  great  empluments,  in 
exempting  them  fi'Qm  the  burden  imposed 
by  tlie  bill ;  90 d  this  wag  speaking  to  order 
in  despight  of  cries  frqm  the- opposite  side, 
in  shewing,  tliat  the  noble  lord  had  attri- 
buted to  him  what  was  utterly  without  foua* 
dation.  » 

Lord  Ma^cwe  then  proceeded  to  observe, 
(bal  he  Wf  00  ground  on'n^l^ph  the  nobie 


earl  could  be  justified  in  calling  this,  nieasure 
atrocious.  But,  says  the  noble  earl,  this  bill  . 
will  press  severely  on  th6  landed  interest.  He 
granted  that  it  would  4)perate  on  landed  pro^ 
perty,  and  what  measure  conld  be  brought 
forward  that  would  not  bear  on  the  property 
of  the  country  ?  As  to  the  objection  made 
to  the  penalty  on  account  of  its  probafaie  ef- 
fect, the  noble  earl  w(mld  do  well  to  com* 
pare  tfaia  measure  with  the  balloting  ^tem, 
to  whicb  be  diid  not  seem  so  hostile,  io  order 
to  draw  a  just  refitrence  of  the  advantages  or 
ditadyantages  of  the  former.  The  balloting 
system  obliged  the  men^  unserve  personal^ 
or  by  substitute  ;  but  this  biH  enacts,  that  a 
quota  shall  be  raised  by  the  pfrish  1  or,  if  i^ 
fail  to  do  so,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  which 
is  to  be  paid,  in  order  to  raise  the  men  Iri  th^ 
ordinary  way  of  recruiting  $  l^*  the  last,  the  ' 
people  had  the  alternative  of  paying  in  mo« 
ney,  whereas  by  the  first,  or  balloting  system, 
the  balloted  man  must  serve  personally,  or 
provide  a  substitute.  Could  this  be  called 
oppressive  ?  or  was  it  not  omch  less  excep- 
tionable than  the  mandatory  principle  of  the 
army  of  reserve  act? --He  should  call  tlie 
attention  of  noble  lord^  te  the  effect  of  tbi^ 
measure,  firom  which  they  could  perceive 
that  the  greatest  practical  advantages  mus( 
result;  l,it  would  be  obviously  to<&stroy all 
competition  by  doing  away  the  inducement 
to  give  high  bounties  \  next,  it  would  prOf 
duce  an  augmentation  of  our  di^osafale 
^force  $  and,  lastly,  it  would  establish  a  nur- 
sery, or  constant  soured  for  the  keeping  uj^, 
our  regular  army.  This  would  be  still  mor^ 
obf  ions,  by  reflecting  that  personal  contests 
for  recruits  was  the  principal  cause  of  high 
bounties.  The  militia,  which  was  now  to 
be  reduced,  was  accessory  to  this  as  well  as 
the  army  of  reserve,  on  the  principle  by 
which  it  was  supplied.  These  disadvantages 
will  be  done  away,  in  the  first  instance, 
which  noble  lords  must  acknowledge  to  be  a 
thing'  most  desirable.  Another  great  ad- 
vantage was,  that  raiding  me|t  for  rank  would 
be  wholly  put  an  end  to,  from  which  this 
benefit  accrued,  that  old.  experienced  ofii« 
cers,  who  generally  had  not  money  to  pur- 
chase, would  not  be  kept  down  by  monied 
young  ones,  who  could  purchase.  He  was 
surprised,  therefore,  that  any  noble  lord  in 
the  house,  or  any  liberal  unprejudiced  maa 
out  of  it,  could  object  seriously  to  a  measure, 
which,  on  die  face  of  it,  contained  so  many 
greater  advantages  tlian  the  army  of  reserve* 
which  name  he  did  not  know  how  to  account 
for,  unless  it  was  taken  from  that  formed  by 
Baonapart6  at  Dijon.  He  bad  heard  it  said» 
in  another  place,  which  be  could  not  properly 
oane  in  that  ho^se,  thi^  thp  spcood  l^tta^ 
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fioMy  vUdi  mvtm  Ukht  stttdiecl  mMter  thk 
Ml,  vould  aatvor  Hie  porpoae  or  espccta- 
t»09  of  nuiMtfim*   it  was  tngeoiftotljr  orged 
hf  f  ceffim  gt^t.  <JI(fe.  Windham),  tfaat  moo 
MMild  oat  go  into  fint  battalicnt,  or  traotfer 
Aeir  fonrke  to  ifaM  or  that  baltalioD,  be^- 
CMHie  aa  oficrr  night  owe  them  a  grudge, 
M  hn  focb  a  one  diii  not  like  it«    To  iiKb 
ttmibA  ootumi  be  liioakl  ooljrfeplj,  that 
$h9  peripD  who  eatettanied  ifaeai  kxk^w  Iktie 
wr  ootluiig  of  a  Bri^th  aoMier.  He  ivaa  eon- 
ariaead  that  the  paifiotiMb  and  ardeor  of 
poglidiroen  w<  old  fae  fomd  adequate  to  the 
{Hreterratyon  ef  Uietr  independeocat  and  aU 
mmp  diipo«e  theaa  to  engage  in  the  waj  beat 
eakuhitedto  defeat  and  conqui^  their  ene- 
mies.   The  noble  lord  concluded  witb  re* 
grrtting,  that  sueb  a  govt,  waif  not  fbraaed 
when  the  qiport  potty  was  afforded,  as  might 
]M«e  been,  bnt  be  dM  not  think  that  a  £a- 
Jare  in  that  respect,  which  he  lamented  aa 
much  as  any  ot  their  4ordsbips,  should  be 
made  the  s6le  grounds  of  the  opposition  to 
this  bill.    If  Ibe  objectioo  was  lo  the  men 
and  not  to  the  roeasofe,  whjr  was  it  not 
avowed  ^    He  hsd  n€?er  heard  one  solid  ob» 
jection  oAred  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  be- 
ione  tbicfir  lordships,  and  wtoold  therefore 
give  hirvote  in  support  of  tbe  Od  reading. 
*    The  £arl  of  M^ira  declared,  be  was  re- 
aolved  not  to  alltide,   in  the  sitghtrst  de- 
g^,  to  •  subject  connected  widi  the  late 
iteiotsterial    arrangraie|it<(,   which  bad  no* 
thing  in  hit  mind  to  do  with  tbe  merits  now 
inafpre  the  house.      Amonff  all  tbe  ttoble 
lords  arbo  opposed  tiie  bill,  be  believed,  that 
indrpeadent   of  all    the  copsiderations   to 
which  ba  Itow  alluded,  there  was  mm  jge- 
»eral  aemiment,  that  the  measure  proposed 
svas  ooo  that  itA  vtty  far  shG^  df  what  was 
espected  otMler  tbe  present  circumstances  of 
Ibe  empire.  1 1  bad  bet*  n  observed  on  the  other 
pidt  of  the  home,  that  as  nothing  but  as* 
aertirn  bad  bern  urged  against    the   bit), 
noifaing  but  Hsseilion  need  be  employed  in 
its  defence.    It  did,  however,  occur  to  bim, 
Ibat  in  stippoit  of  »  bill  of  so  vei^  import^ 
ant  and  so  interrsiing  a  description,  those 
who  deftnditd  it  were  bound  to  urge  stma- 
ibiiig  at  least  of  a  ptaustble  and  reasonable 
.defence.     On  the  very  face  of  the  bill,  H 
appeared  that  it  was  to  be  so  very  slow  in 
its  operation,  that  the  measure  eonid  only 
be  viewed  as  aitogether  inc Aeitnt  and  no*- 
ga^ory.     In  his  opinion  it  did  net  at  ail 
^fero  likely  that  the  bill  would  be  the  ooeanf 
ja£  procuring  sny  great  addition  to  oor  re* 
gu&r  diitposable  force,  which  was,  op.  aH 
^ands,  admited  to  be  the  grand  object  of  : 
fiational  interest.    What  we  now  wanted  \ 
Hf^  sotafcco^  for  internal  defotoe,  §ut'm  ' 


this  point  af  yiew  oim'  aneans  of  defev 

were  liarmidable  bi^emd  all  previous  e 

ample.    To  *  talk  of  any  daaiger  iberef^ 

from  tbe  inadequacy  of  this  spedes  i^  pi 

lection^   waa  altogflfcer  cbildish  and  m 

cotous.    He  wish^  iheir  Iprdkbips  la  co 

jUderwfaat  wew  tbe  jDircuosatuices  nnc 

wbi«b  the  airar  ofjgjiialed.    )i:  aviottld  be  i 

eollected,  ibat  it  waa  oot  Ibe  mcie  qoeatii 

of  Itfaba  10  wbicb  we  were  called  on  at  il 

time  to  direct  our  attention.    It  waa  t 

<^emf tk,  iHMfbrm^  and  aWming  ambiti^ 

fif  France,  wbicb  tbe»  altaeted  the  atie 

tiQO  of  all  oiidess  pf  the  coaaoonity.    T 

fedocti0ti  of  tbis  poller  was  conseqaeni 

khi^  grand  object  to  which  the  proaecoti 

of  ti^e  vmf  was  to  be  directed.    In  attemp 

jng  to  effect  tbis  most  desirable  end,  t 

first  poi«t  was  the  augmentation  ^  our  i 

gular  difipoiabte  force*    We  wanted  such 

force  as  would  enable  us  to  avail  emrselv 

ef  any  opportunity  of  striking    a    bloi 

wbicb  might  be  turned  to  account  in  ai 

probable  change  of  tbe  affairs  of  £prop 

Till,  however,  we  bad  made  provisioo  ^ 

this  end,  we  bad  no  right  to  expect  tl 

Interierence,    far  Irss  tbs  active  oo«oper 

liQO  of  European  powers.    If  we  were 

e  state  of  reasonable  preparation,  thai  n 

might   apply  for  their   co-operation  wii 

some  prospect  of  success;  but  without  tb 

preparation,    on  what    grounds  could  v 

call  00  powers  to  engage  in  a  cause,  }^bic 

tbough    eophected  with  onr  highest   ii 

terests,   seemed    by   ourselves    to    hai 

,4)eeo  sdasoat  wholly  overlooked.    It  was  i 

the  formation  of  a  disposable  force  in  tl 

molt  speedy  and  effectual  n»inner  that  U 

country  looked^  and  it  vraa   because  tl 

bill  did  not  hold  out  tbe  prospect  e(  pr 

viding  tbis»  that  be  felt  it  bis  duty  to  oppo: 

k.    Tbe  country  were  convinced  tbat  tl 

spirit  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  Fran< 

was  not  to  be  tolerated,  but  was  utter 

iDcetDsistent  with  the  independence,  or  ev< 

the  ei^isience  of  all  surrounding  powei 

If  the  bill,  then^  did  not  go  to  Uie  leng 

of  providipg  a  force  am>]icable  to  thn  oj 

ject,   it  was  a  bill  which  \»d  no  sort  i 

application  to  Ibe  ;ri|iciimstanees  in  wbii 

Ike  cottBtfy  is  plaeed-^A  poUe  Wd  hf 

expressed  much  4tssatls&ctien  that  the  b 

bed  been  represented  aa  oppressive.    € 

tbis  point  he  himself  thought  it  incmnbei 

nn  him  to  make  a  iew  obserx'ationa.     I: 

had  to  declare^  then,  tbat  tbe  bill  did  ni 

prpieedon  a  fair  ealeulatioa  of  the  popi 

Jation  of  dt9*ere»t  districts  in  tbe  empir 

In  one  county  of  Scotland,  in  particula 

theie  was  at  least  diie*half  of  the  male  pt 

pidatiaa  eogaf^  eilbe^  ^  militia^mcaiy 
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persons  sefviffg  in  fftetfnHy  of  rtfserre,  oi* 
MVol«nteerf*    He    wkhed    to   ^ik  their 
lofdfliips^  itk  hiTttiW$i  V/h4!(tHir  the  provi- 
siena  of  tlid  bill  teul^  Wfyy  ii^  e6mmon 
jiMtic«^  to  inch  a  district?     At  this  mo« 
inent,  however^  a^ording  4o  (he  provtsionii 
of'  the  biii^   the  county  to  which  hct  had 
sHuded,  was  liable  to  anequstl  proportion 
with  other  coanties  which  had  madci  tio 
fhnilar  ocertions   for  the  piiblfc  service. 
The  noble  lord,  on  this  ptti  of  the  subject, 
took  occasion  to  complim^t  the  vOhinteers 
ofSootlatidi  th«  volunteers  of  Scotland,  his 
krtfship  declared  to  be  meM,  wlio  did  not  act 
m  yolunteers  merely  to  figure  a  paratde,  of 
«»  procure  l^ticular  esemptiohs.    They 
were  actuated  by  u  traly  militanr  spirit^ 
^ley  were  men  whom  he  Would  be  proud 
to  lead  against  any  enemy,  with  a  perfect 
confidence  of  success.    A  great  deal  had 
been  taid  of  the  relief  Which  the  meattire 
titid^r  consideration  was  calculated  to  af- 
ford.    Tho  excessive  cruelty  of  the  ballot 
wfts  alio  tt  very  plausible  sort  of  argument. 
In  bii  opinioiii  this  Measure  was  more  op- 
pressive than  the  bill  for  raising  the  anngr  of 
reserve,  though  by  that  bill,  every  object 
was  to  be  effected  by  the- ballot.    By  the 
present  bilU  the  tteh  were  to  be  procured 
by  parochial  elerlr6n^,  and  he  was  firmly 
eonvhitecl  that  thi^  mode  of  levying  re* 
c#ultf«f  would  be  attended  with  the  utmost 
public  inconvenience,  or  if  this  could  not 
bo  obtained,  wbold  requite  a  most  oppfes- 
ilv«tat.     With  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
^  ntHitia,  w'hich  the  Inll  h^d  in  view,  he 
could  not  but  thhik  that  this  was  a  very 
kc^pedient  arrangement.    If  the  militia 
Hrere  to  be  reduced^  he  wished  lo  know 
ttbjT  this  reduction  should  not  ithmediately 
ttfke  ptaco,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  slow 
Pfoeess  which  the  bill  went  to  provide  ? 
In  lhi#  case  a  great  atcession  of  men  well 
tcB$(ai«ihite4  i^fth  the  general  habitil  of  a 
wMitary  life  would  be  ^^tained,  even  within 
the  space  of  a  single  fortnight;  whereas  by 
the  process  which  the  bill  establisiied,  it  was 
impossible  to  expeet  its  end  to  be  accom- 

eished  at  least  tmder  a  year.  The  noble 
*d  adverted  to  the  mode  of  raising  mert 
for  the  army  by  enlisting  them  for  Knrited 
<trviee,  so  fer  as  time  is  concerned.  Every 
constderatbfi  of  expediency,  of  policy, 
tud  necessity  of  adopting  this  mode  of  en- 
lifting,  instead  of  that  mode  of  enlisting 
»«w  prevalent,  by  which  the  greater  part 
•f  i  mstt's  life  wasi  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
P*»«*  itocrificed.  He  maintained  that,  such 
'^^•^  ^ogeneroos  spirit  of  Englishmen,  such 
»^obstacle-otily  required  to  be  removed, 
••w  the  reoruitiBg  service*  would  go  on 


with  eteiy  prospect  ct  sucOesl.  SngT}<(h!k 
men  were  aiwitys  ready  to  come  forward 
at  a  great  crisis,  but  wnen  th^t  crisis  had 
passed  away,  the  idea  of  enlistilig  ftr  lif^ 
operated  as  a  drawback  on  the  general  ar- 
dour of  the  country.  The  idea  of  a  man*^ 
selling  himself  for  life  was  very  discount* 
ging  to  a  person  6f  the  ^fightest  reflexion, 
and  till  this  obstacle  was  withdrawn,  the 
recruiting  ftervice  cduld  never  proceed  with 
the  spirit  which  it  viad  the  object  of  evert 
man  to  encburage.-^His  lordship  ptofessed 
his  conviction  thit  the  bill  Would  be  found 
totally  Inadequate  to  it$  professed  object. 
Ihe  noble  lofd  concluded  by  dedarin^ 
that  he  felt  it  his  duty,  on  a  ml  and  fait 
view  of  the  whole  subject,  to  oppose  the 

bin. 

Lord  MehfilU  contended,  thai  tiie  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  ghre  vigour  to  a  principle^ 
which  would  hsve  the  effect  of  convert- 
ing a  limited  service  into  a  generaf  di.^ 
posable  force.  He  did  not  objeet  to  th«{ 
priucipte  of  the  army  of  reserve  acf^ 
on  the  contrary,  lie  approved  of  it,    the 

?iresent  bill  had  been  adopted  on  it^  model, 
t  differed  only  by  substitutihg  UnotHet 
mode  of  raising  men  for  the  ballot.  He 
maintained  that  it  wUs  a  meaning,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  Was  right  and  proper; 
Whether  he  referred  to  the  general  feeling 
of  mankind,  or  tO  the  univefsat  practice 
adopted  with  re<ipect  to  recruiting  the  ar* 
my,  it  had  been  univer^^dly  found  that  no 
means  were  so  proper  for  raJ^ing  men  for 
general  service  a(s  leading  them  to  it  by 
previously  engaging  them  for  service  of  a 
limited  nature.  Without  adverting  to  the 
philesophical  cause  of  this  effect,  it  was 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  there  was  some* 
thing  which  led  men  who  beeame  soldier^ 
to  desire  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  ac- 
tion. It  could  not  be  supposed  that  a 
common  soklier  would,  merely  for  the  ^k^ 
of  his  pay,  bra^e  every  dancfer,  and  en- 
counter tne  various  perils  of  the  field  of 
battle;  yet  numerous  instances  occurred 
of  men  in  the  ranks  performing  feats  of 
valour,  which  could  not  be  accounted  for 
on  any  other  princi'pic  than  that  of  military 
ctithusiasm,  and  a  degree  of  ardour  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  danger  with' 
which  they  had  to  contend.  If  e  was  per- 
suaded that  the  man  v^o  was  once  accus- 
tomed to  be  the  companion  of  soldiers,  wa^ 
above  all  others  likely  to  be  tempted  to 
entef  into  that  regular  kind  of  service^ 
which  would  enable  him  to  bear  his  shar^ 
hi  tiKise  military  exploits,  and  achievements 
which  were  reported  to  him  by  his  com* 
rades.    The  example' of  others  generate/ 
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m  tentiment  of  keroi$iD»  which  could  not 
&il  to  operate  od  his  mind.     He  repeated, 
that  the  circumstance  of  introducing  men 
Into  a  service  of  a  limited  nature,  could 
Hot  fail  of  ii)ducing  them  to  ehter  into  one 
that  was  more  eitensiVe.'   Would  any  one 
say  that  the  soldier  recruited  as  He  would 
be  by  this  bill,  would  not  go  from  limited    ' 
service  to  ^neral  service  ?    That  the  iiis- 
|>ositions  ot  men  who  were  in  the  militia 
.urged  them  to  go  into  the  regular  army^ 
was  manifest  hf  th«  insertion  of  a  pro- 
vision in  the  militia  laws^  to  restrain  them 
from  so  doing.    The  legislature  was  aware, 
Ihat  a  desire  of  renown  would  naturally 
Jofiuence  them  to  quit  one  service  for  the 
other.— So  far  with  regard  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill.    With  respect  to  its  operation, 
if  St  should  collect  together  a  number  of 
men  for  limited  service,  it  would  not  be  a 
nugatory  bill,   but  would  ultimately  pro* 
duce  for  the  regular  army  a  greater  force 
than  had  ever  been  raised  by  any  measure. 
it  Was  no5l^  a  twelvemonth  since  the  army 
6f  reserve  bill  had  been  carried  into  effect, 
and  out  of  38,000  men^  n6  less  than  12,000 
)iad  entered    into  general  service.     The 
history  of  mankind  was  uniform  in  proving 
tl^  theory  and  principle  of  this  bill. — The 
noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down  had  ob- 
jected to  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  mi- 
litia.    But  what  was  it  he  proposed  ?    He 
bad.  asked  why  a  call  had  not  been  made 
upon  the  militia  officers  throughout   the 
empire,  who  would  have  started  up,  and 
inmiediately  hav^  given  to  tlie  general  ser- 
vice all  the  assistance  that  was  required. 
The  only  objection  to  this  proposition  was, 
that  the  house  could  have  no  security  for 
its  being  carried  into  effect.     Unless  the 
iioble  lord  could   give  a  pledge  that  he 
would  convey  his  sentiments  to  the  militra 
officers,  and  that  they  would  raise  84,000 
men,  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon 
his  assertion.    If  they  were  willing  to  pro- 
4\ice  such  a  force,  clearly  this  bill  would 
be  of  infinitely  less  importance  than  it  pre- 
sent appeared  to  be.    The  noble  lord  was 
surrounded  by  militia  officers,  yet  none  of 
them  seemed  inclined  to  cheer  or  applaud 
him  for  the  observation;  they  all  sat  in 
sullen  silence,  and  he  was  afraid  the  sen- 
timent of  the  noble  lord  did  not  extend 
beyond  Himself.    He  maintaiaed,  that  to 
leave  the  recruitine  of  the  army  to  the  mode 
in  which  it  had  been  carried  on   would 
produce  competition,   and    on    the   other 
hand  there  was  nothing  in  this  bill  that 
tended  to  interfere  with  the  recruiting  for 
general  service  ;  so  far  from  it,  it  was  en- 
CQUjragcd  by  this  bill.    Why  then  deny  to 


govt  the  means  of  tryii^  an  experimer 
which  would  enable  it  Xo  collect  a  gre 
niimber  of  men  for  limited  Service,  und 
the  idea  that  they  would  enlist  for  gener 
service  ?  He  observed^  that  at  no  01 
perioii  of  the  history  of  this  counti'y  hj 
the  common  mode  of  recruiting  kept  i 
the  army.  tJpon  all  great  and  pressing  o 
casions  it  had  uniformly  been  found  nece 
sarjr  to  have  recourse  to  some  extraordina 
modeof  recruitingi  Thearmy,  as  it  at  prese 
^tood,  he  Saidj  owed  ild  existence  to  tl 
supplementary  militia.  In  the  last  war  4 
battalions  of  new  regiment^  were  disbani 
cd  to  fill  up  the  old  regiments.  What  w 
the  effect  ?  Not  more  than  7,000  nv 
were  produced.  .  He  was  satisfied  that  t 
measure  before  the  house  would  ptodui 
the  men  it  professed  to  raise;  He  thoug 
he  co^ld  venture  to  predict,  that  the  ^n 
would  be^  at  the  number  which  was  co 
sidered  necessary,  and  then  he  trusted 
the  ardour  and  enthusiasm  of  Briti 
minds,  those  great  incentives  to  milita 
glory.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that,  in  ti 
way  this  bill  proposed,  there  would  not  I 
the  least  diificully  in  recruiting  the  fii 
battalion  from  the  second.  If  the  bill  w 
allowed  to  go  on,  he  was  persuaded 
would  be  the  means  of  securing  the  pc 
manent  strength  of  the  country.  He  thei 
fore  trusted,  that  to  such  a  measure 
should  not  sec  any  opposition. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  thought  the  fa 
before  the  house  incompetent  to  the  puzpc 
for  which  it  was  prepared  $  which  was 
rescue  the  couptry  from  the  most  seric 
and  pressing  danger*  We  bad  no  ordina 
enemy  to  oppose, .  his  fame  had  been  es 
blished  by  a  series,  of  successes  unknown 
the  history  of  modern  times.  He  had 
army  of  400,000  men  under  his  oommar 
to  be  recruited  from  a  population  of  50  nc 
lions  of  people.  The  army  of  this  coun 
was  comparatively  insignificant,  and  the  | 
pulation  did  not  exceed  12  millions.  It  v 
true  tliat  the  volunteers  deserved  the  thai 
of  the  nation,  but  the  most  sanguine  m 
could  not  expect  they  were  competent 
meet  an  army  of  Gallic  veterans.  The  ns 
was,  indeed,  the  hope  and  the  security  of  1 
kingdom  \  but  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
the  variety  of  seasons,  but  some  opportun 
might  be  afforded  to  a  vigilant  foe,  and  1 
safety  of  Britain  might  be  endangered.  St 
views  of  the  uncertainty  of  war  should 
cline  noble  lords  to  resort  to  every  expedi 
conducive  to  the  national  defence,,  but 
present  feeble  measure  could  not  k>e  coi 
dered' adequate  to  this  weighty  design.   . 

The   Earl  of  Limerick  adverted  to 
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Btatemetit  of  tbe  noble  dake  relative  to  the 
comparative  population  of  France  and  this 
country,  insisting  that  he  had  rated  that  of 
France  too  high,  at  fifty  millions  3  and  this 
country  too  low,  at  ten  millions.  The  noble 
lord^  it  was  true,  had  not  spoken  in  praise 
of  any  of  the  moral  qualities  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  the  Gauls,  but  he  had  described  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  generals  the  world  h^d 
produced.  The  noble  duke  had  thought 
proper  to  st^te,  that  the  militia  force  of  the 
country  was'  insufficient  to  contend  against 
an  army  of  Gallic  veterans,  and  that  the 
volunteers  were  persons  on  whom,  in  the 
field  of  battle,  little  or  no  reliance  could  be 
placed.  He  censured  the  noble  duke  for 
adopting  such  a  course  of  argument,  and 
supported  the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  explained.  He 
denied  having  paid  a  compliment  to  France  at 
the  expense  of  this  country. 

The ,  Earl  of  Westmoreland  said,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  state  to  the  house  the  inor- 
dinate power  of  France,  the  consequent  dan- 
ger to  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of 
placing  ourselves  in  a  situation  to  meet  the 
enemy  on  our  own  shores.  Whoever  con- 
sidered the  great  extent  of  our  coast,  and 
the  proximity  of  our  capital  to  the  sea,  must 
be  convinced  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  great 
permanent  force  in  addition  to  our  present 
military  establishment  j  200,000  men  he 
thought  the  least  that  would  be  requisite; 
He  observed,  that  the  ministers  who  had 
oonducted  the  late  war  had  raised  a  great 
defensive  force  in  consequence  of  tbe  acqui- 
sition of  ihe  Low  Count  ties  by  France.  The 
exigency  of  the  case  justified  what  they  had 
done,  in  the  present  instance  he  was  coo- 
vinced  (Jiis  was  a  measure  most  desirable 
to  the  country,  and  one  that  would  have 
the  efiect  of  increasing,  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  the  disposable  force  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Lord  Hohartj  adverting  to  the  observation 
which  had  been  made  by  noble  lords  on  the 
ministerial  bench,  that  the  opposition  made 
to  this  measure  proceeded  more  from  an  ob- 
jecti(|n  to  the  men  by  whom  it  was  proposed, 
than  10  the  proposition  itself,  stated,  that 
upon  whatever  grounds  the  noble  lord  rested 
his  assertion,  or  from  whatever  source  he 
derived  information  to  justify  it,  he  could 
for  himself  most  siocereiy  declare,  that  his 
opposition  was  founded  entirely  upon  a  fkir 
ai>d  full  consideration  of  the  merits  of  the 
measure.  He  objected  to  it  because  it  would 
go  to  render  permanent  the  system  of  the 
army  of  reserve,  without  being  effectual  to 
its  object.  The  army  of  reserve  act  had 
be«n  confeiscdly  grievous  in  its  operation, 


but  it  had  produced  many  men.  This  bill 
would  be  equally  grievous,  if  not  more  so, 
wftbout,  in  his  opinion,  producing  any  men 
whatever.  The  noble  lord  considered  it  al- 
together as  a  nugatory  plan,  and  particularly 
Condemned  the  idea  of  converting  the  re* 
spectable  persons  who  generally  filled  the 
offices  of  overseers  and  church -wardens  into 
recruiting  Serjeants.  With  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  the  late  administration  upon  mi- 
litary subjects,  he  could  assure  the  noble 
lord  who  had  alluded  to  it,  that  every  part 
of  it  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  opiuion  of 
the  first  military  characters  j  by  those  to 
whose  advice  that  noble  lord  himself  would 
frequently  have  occasion  to  resort,  and  whose 
authority  must  always  be  respectable. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  rose,  he  said,  as  a 
militaiy  man  to  express  his  decided  disap- 
probation of  this  plan  for  raising  men.  The 
noble  lord  took  occasion  to  state  the  regret 
he  felt,  in  common  with  all  the  intelligent 
and  independent  parts  of  the  country,  that 
the  public  hopes  and  wishes  had  been  so 
much  disappointed  in  the  administration  that 
had  been  lately  formed,  and  concluded  with 
recommending  parliamc^nt  to  reject  this  and 
every  other 'plan,  which  should  tend  to  con- 
fuse and  complicate  the  means  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  best  provided  for  by  a  c<-rtain 
number  of  regular  army,  seconded  by  an 
armed  population,  who  might  be  easily 
trained  to  as  much  military  discipline  as  was 
necessary  to  render  them  lit  for  the  purpose, 
in  which  I  hey  might  andought  to  be  employed. 

Lord  Gr€7iviUe  began  wiih  deprecating  the 
manner  in  which  the  discussion  had  been 
conducted  by  tlie  noble  lords  who  professed 
to  support  this  measure;  a  measure  which 
they  contended  was  not  resisted  upon  any 
ground  of  argument,  but  upon  m^ re  asser- 
tion, or  rather,  as  they  stated,  from  motives 
originating  from  party  pr-judice.  In  con- 
sequence of  such  declarations,  he  felt  it  his 
indispensable  duty  to  state  the  reason  which 
dictated  the  vote  he  meant  to  give  j  but 
before  he  did  so,  be  must  remark  shortly 
upon  the  conduct  of  those  noble  lords  who 
S<SiBmed  so  disposed  upon  this  occasion  to 
e^^cite  that  animosity  and  personal  contest. 
TJiis  was  a  conduct  which  he  thought  ought 
to  be  entirely  excluded  from  this  Jiscbssion  ; 
it  was  always  injurious  to  free  debate ;  it  never 
a?$]sted  investigation,  or  tbe  discovnry  of 
Iruth,  and  was  peculiarly  inappropriate  at^ 
the  present  pffiod.  It  was  ill  suited  to  the 
intentions  and  circumstances  of  the  country. 
It  was,  he  hoped,  ill-suited  to  the  disposj, 
tion  of  the  house,  and  he  was  sure  it  M.as  in 
this  as  in  ^s^xf  other  instance,  ill  suited  to 
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tbe  temper  of  bis  owd  Inind.  To  Bone  of 
the  persons  of* whom  the  present  admitus- 
tration  was  composed  it  was  Impossible 
for  him  to  entertain  any  personal  objections. 
They  were  those  with  whom  he  had  long 
lived  in  habits  of  the  closest  intimacy  and 
the  most  sincere  friendship,  and  among 
thefn  were  inclndcd  the  two  nobte  lor£ 
(Melville  and  Mulgrave)  who  had  spoken 
in  the  course  of  the  dtbate.  From  them 
many  things  had  fallen  which  he  regretted  (o 
hear,  and  to  which  he  should  make  no  al- 
lusion. Such  expressions  should  not,  on  this 
6r  on  any  other  occasion,  induce  him  to  de- 
part from  that  line  of  argument  or  conduct, 
which  private  friendship  sanctioned,  and 
his  parliamentary  duty  suggested.  A  just 
attention  to  both  he  felt  to  be  perfectly 
consistent ;  but,  if  any  competition  should 
arise  between  them,  unquestionably  the  pub- 
lic good  should  ever  predominate  in  his 
mind.  Upon  this  subject,  however,  he  did 
not  think  it  fit  or  becoming  that  he  or  the 
noble  lords  with  whom  he  hfid  the  honour  , 
to  act,  were  to  be  told  by  anticipation,  that 
they  were  actuated  by  personal  motives  j  a 
charge  which,  he  was  convinced,  was  equally 
unfounded  and  ill-advised ;  not  less  so,  in- 
deed, than  the  a  sertion,  that  this  measure 
was  opposed  by  mere  assertion.  This  asser- 
tion he  wai  particularly  surprised  to  hear, 
after  all  the  solid  objections  that  had  been 
trade  to  it,  both  in  that  and  in  the  other 
house  of  parliament;  but  to  this  assertion 
he  would  only  answer  by  calm  reasoning ; 
and  from  this  resolution  he  would  not  be 
withdrawn  by  the  wi^h  of  the  noble  lord  on 
the  other  side,  that  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  construction  of  the  present 
administration  should  become  the  subject  of 
public  discussion.  From  that  wish  of  his  noble 
friend  he  most  decidedly  differed,  for  he  did 
not  think  it  could  take  place,  as  his  noble 
friend  himself  seemed  to  apprehend,  witljotrt 
giving  much  pain  to  the  feelings  of  parti- 
cular persons,  wi'hout  producing  any  degree 
of  public  advantage.  For  himself,  however, 
although  he  legrettrd  that  any  thing  with 
respect  to  communications  had  with  him  on 
this  subject  should  have  been  made  public, 
he  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  he  could 
have  no  objection,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, that  evtxy  particular  was  made  pub- 
lic. If  they  were,  he  was  quite  confident 
that  the  country  would  be  found  to  agree 
with  him  in  sentiment)  that  It  was  a  npaiter 
deeply  to  be  deplored  ;  that  such  an  admi- 
nistration as  should  include  all  the  men  of 
talents  and  importance  which  the  senate 
could  furnish;  thi^t  an  opportunity  was  lost  of 
'  procuring  the  combination  of  great  and  good 
mcD  for  the  public  safety  ;  that  the  high'y 


raised  hopes  of  the  country  were  ditappointed  | 
and  that  that  union  and  vigoiir  which  itssitiia* 
tion  peculiarly  called  for  was  neglected.  This 
was  a  circumstance  which  aiEicted  him 
deeply  r  and  the  contrary  course  was  that 
which  he  strongly  recommended,  and  which 
he  would  have  been  heartily  rejoiced  {to  have 
witm^teed.— From  this  subject  the  noble 
lord  proceeded  to  animadvert  upon  the  pno«> 
ciple  and  tendency  of  the  bill.  The  former 
he  considered  to  be  quite  UDCc>QStitQtioDal  ^ 
while  the  latter,  he  thought,  would  be  op- 
pressive, and  would  have  the  effect  of  over- 
strainiog  the  cord  which  had  already  been 
loo  tightly  pulled.  This  bill  proposed,  for 
the  first  time  in  this  free  country,  to  keep 
on  foot  a  permanent  regular  army.  It  was 
meant,  in  a  great  degree,  to  supersede  the 
militia,  and,  in  short,  the  advantages  be- 
longing to  that  constitutional  force.  Whate- 
ver opinion  might  be  generally  entertained 
as  to  the  ol^ect  of  the  war,  all  seemed 
agreed  as  to  tiie  necessity  which  called  for 
great  exertion  to  aogment  our  disposable 
force.  Some  supposed  that  this  force  might 
be  useful  very  soon,  and  others  at  a  later 
period;  but  none  doubted  that  they  should 
be  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  To  provide 
the  desired  augmentation  was  the  professed 
object  of  the  measure  before  the  house,  bat 
the  question  was,  whether  it  was  calculated 
to  promote  that  end.  In  his  opinion  it  was 
not,  but  that  on  tjie  contrary  it  would  be 
much  better  to  seek  that  augmentation  froaa 
the  plain  ordinary  course  of  recruiting,  thaa 
from  such  clumsy  and  operose  n^chiner)'  as 
this  bill  contained.  The  principle  of  this 
biir  was,  that  the  men  to  be  raised  nader  it, 
were  to  form  a  component  part. of  the  regu- 
lar army,  at»d  to  be  commanded  by  regular 
officers ;  the  whole  to  be  on  limited  service. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who  thought  there 
ought  to  be  no  force  for  limited  service  ; 
but  yet  he  went  farther  than  most  men  in 
wishing  to  reduce  that  force.  It  ought,  in 
his  judgment,  to  be  very  small,  «nd  of  course 
he  must  object  to  the  extension  of  that  spe- 
cies of  force  now  recommended,  a  force 
which  it  was  intended  to  amalgamate  with 
the  regular  army,  and  this  intention  was 
one  of  the  principal  objections  which  he  had 
tto  the  bill ;  for  on  the  comrary,  he  wished, 
that  our  miTitia,  or  any  other  limited  force, 
should  be-  different  in  conformation,  in  the 
character  of  the  privates,  officers,  &c.  firom 
our  regular  army.  Thart  was  the  idea  and 
object  of  our  ancestors  in  framing  the  mili- 
tia ;  an  idea  ^\^ch  was  so  wise,  that  he 
lamented  to  si^e  any  disposition  to  depart 
from  it.  The  rtobic  lord  described  the  ef- 
fects upon  uhe  description  of  the  arony, 
which  must  arise  from  the  proposed  con- 
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tiexion  between  the  battalion*  of  Ibe  ntw 
levies  and  those  of  the  regolararmy,  and  par- 
ticularly dwelt  upon  the  consequences  of  a 
meeting  in  case  of  invasion,  between  the 
men  who  should  refuse  to  enlist  from  the 
new  levies  into  unlimited  service,  and  those 
who  should  suffer  the  taunts  and  reproaches 
to  which  the  former  would  be  exposed,  and 
the  effect  that  such  reproaches  trodld  have 
Bpon  their  military  spirit,  the  perpetual  dis- 
putes that  were  likely  to  arise,  ficc.  After  re- 
marking on  the  other  defeets  of  this  project, 
the  noble  lord  said,  he  would  conceive  him- 
self ill  answered,  if  he  should  be  told,  that 
from  experience    it  Appeared,  that  a  vast 
numbfer  had  been  obtained  from  a  limited 
force  of  this  kind  for  the  use  of  the  regular 
atmy.     No  argument,  he  contended,  could 
be  drawn  from  such  experience  in  favour  of 
this  plan,  for  it  could  not  be  shewn  that  a  still 
greater  number  of  men  would  not  have  been 
had  from  ihe  ordinary  recruiting,  had  that 
recruiting  been  allowed  to  go  on  without  any 
impediment.     The  probability,  indeed,  was, 
that  not  only  the  number  who  had  enlisted 
from  the  army  of  reserve  into  the  regular 
army  would  have  volunteered  if  that  army 
had  never  existed     but    also    many    men 
wha  were  still  looked    up  in  that  body, 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  render  a  per- 
manent establishment.    The  regular  recruit- 
ing had,  never  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  had  its  fair  play,  therefore  it  could 
not  be  assumed,  that  it  would    not  have 
produced  more  men  than  any,  or  all,  of  the 
expedients  that  had  been  resorted  to.     Ad- 
verting to  the  opinion  of  a  noble  earl,  as  to 
enlisting  men    for  a  limited   time,  Jhe  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  that  a  plan,  which  all 
seemed  to  approve,  and  which,  if  acted  upon, 
would  procure  more  men  than  a  dozen  #uch 
bills  as  this,  should  have  been   so  long  in 
contemplation.     It  was  strange  that  as  time 
iad  been  found  for  framing  so  many  com- 
plicated plans,  that  ministers  could  not  find 
time    enough    to    consider  and    determine 
Bpon   the    simple    proposition    which    ^yas 
understood  to  be  under    the  consideration 
of  the   late    and     present    ministers,    both 
of  whom  appeared  tb  deal  with  it  (to  use  an 
ol^ervation  applied  to  another  occasion)  as 
the  states  of  Holland  were  in  the  habit  of 
doing  with  such  propositions  as  they  wished 
to  get  rid  of,  •  ihey  voted  it  ad  referendum.-- 
The  declaration  of  the  noble  lord  (Melville), 
with  respect  to  the  evils  attending  the  prac- 
tice of  raising  men  for  rank,  gave  him  iofi-» 
nite  satisfactiouj  because  it  induced  a   hope 
that  ministers  would   not  have  recourse   to 
'     such  an  expedient.     Such  a  declaration,  in- 
deed, from  such  an  authority,  kfr  no  doubt 


that  the  report  must  have  been  onfbundeid, 
that  this  very  plan  of  raising  men  is  at  this 
moment  acting  upon.    He  was  quite  confi- 
dent it  must  be  false,  and  he  was  smcerely 
glad  to  think  so.— Among  other  objections  to 
the  bill,  he  pressed  ihe  inequality  of  its  opa- 
ration.  It  proposed  to  demand  of  every  parish 
a  quota,  proportioned  to  its  population,  and 
yet  the  line  or  commutation  forsuch  quota  was  ' 
to  be  proportioned  to  its  property.  Thus  tte 
manufacturing  parishes  and  those  already 
burthened  wilb  poor's  rates  would  be  roost 
oppressively  home  npoo.     In  this  instance 
this  plan  was  much  inferior  to  the  bal- 
loting system,  which  operated  equally  uprtn 
all.  From  this  view  of  the  subject  he  thought 
this  bill  would  operate  as  a  severe  tax,  awi 
exclusively  upon  agriculture,  to  thV  amount, 
in  all  probability,  of  not  less  than  2,060>0(K«. 

As  to  the  alignment  advanced  in  support  of 

this  measure,  by  an  allusion  to  the  conduct 
of  the  military  governments  of  Europe,  be 
confessed  that  the  argument  alarmed  him, 
and  that  the  very  similitude  of  the  measure 
to  the  practice  of  those  governments,  was 
his  principal  objection  to  it ;  for  he  was  per- 
suaded that  it  would,  if  adopted,  have  the 
tendency  of  conv<^rting  ours  into  a  mihtary 
government.  That  was  precisely  the  pros- 
pect which  this  measure  held  out,  a  pros- 
pect  that  no  Englishman  could  contemplafe 
without  horror— The  noble  lord,  after  com- 
menting on  the  effects  which  this  bill  would 
have  on  the  volunteers,  from  whom  it  would 
take  away  all  the  cxcmplions  which  had 
been  granted  them  as  an-  encouragement 
and  a  boon,  concluded  with  exhorting  mi- 
nisters to  recur  to  tl>e  ordinary  course  of 
recruiting  as  the  most  effectual  and  wisest 
way  of  supplying  our  regular  army.-  Upon 
this  point  he  observed,  that  the  principle  m 
mechanics  was  by  the  smallest  power,  and 
the  least  complication,  to  produce  the  great- 
est possible  effect.  This  principle  was  not 
less  applicable  in  politics  than  in  mechanic?, 
although  it  was  an  axiom  which  th^  govt,  ot 
this  country  had  for  some  time  back  entirely 
lost  sight  of.  They  seemed  to  have  caught 
a  mania  for  the  manufacturing  of  plans. 
They  appeared  to  delight  in  the  complex 
and  novel,  and  to  despise  old  habits  and 

simpHcitv.  ,  ^         , 

Lord  HatvkcsBury  said,  he  was  extremely 
anxjous  to  state  the  true  grounds  on  which 
the  measure  had  been  brought  forward  and 
was  defended  by  his  Majesty's  govt.  It  was 
with  regret,  however,  that  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  take  notice  of  the  prclimi- 
nary  remark'?  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
present  administration,  with  which  the  noble 
baron  had  set  out.  Upon  that  subject  he 
G  g  2 
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could  wish  either  to  be  lUeot  or  to  say  mack, 
it  might  suffice,  however,  to  observe,  that 
the  discussion  of  that  matter  could  serve  no 
good  practical  purpose,  while  it  might  be 
attended  with  many  tU  effects.  Indeed,  he 
thought  (hat  at  such  a  critical  moment  it 
would  be  far  better  for  all  to  consider  im- 
partially and  disinterestedly  how  the  country 
might  be  best  defended ;  bow  it  might  best 
be  carried  through  the  preseiit  crisis,  instead 
of  agitating  points  which  were  so  delicate, 
and  which  could  not  terminate  in  any  con- 
clusion advantageous  to  the  community. — 
With  respect  to  the  measure  before  the 
house,  the  general  principle  of  it  had  been 
fairly  stated  by  the  noble  baron.  It  was  a 
bill  to  raise  a  given,  permanent  defensive 
military  force  for  the  defence  of  this  coun- 
try. Ir  was  founded  in  some  degree  upon 
the  principle  of  the  army  of  reserve  act, 
which  he  would  boldly  affirm  was  one  of  the 
most  efficient  military  measures  which  par- 
liament had  ever  at  any  time  adopted.  But 
with  all  thebenefiis  with  which  the  reserve 
act  had  been  attended  as  a  measure  for  rais- 
ing a  great  number  of  men  for  defence  in 
the  £r8t  instance ;  and,  secondarily,  for  ge- 
nera! service,  upon  the  urgency  of  a  most 
pressing  emergency  $  yet  it  was  found  that 
there  were  some  of  its  provisions  which,, 
the  pressure  having  subsided,  it  might  be 
wise  to  modify.  In  regard  to  the  ballot,  to 
the  severity  of  the  fines  on  parishes,  when 
the  men  were  tiot  found,  and  the  bad  effects 
of  the  high  bounties  on  the  recuiting  of  the 
regular  army,  there  appeared  room  for  mo- 
dification, and  in  all  these  points  the  present 
measure  was  calculated  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  a  considerable  burden.  The  mea- 
sure by  suspending  the  operation  of  the 
reserve  aqt,  rcuewed  the  obstacle  and  com- 
petition of  high  bounties  from  the  regular 
army,  which,  under  the  operation  of  the 
new  law  would  not  be  impeded.  Insomuch, 
iudeed,  was  this  the  case,  that  it  seemed  to 
be  the  opinion  of  some  that  no  men  would 
be  raised,  thus  acknowledging  that  competi- 
tion would  not  act  against  the  regular  army. 
For  his  part,  he  believed  that  the  bill  would 
be  effectual,  and  that  by  means  of  local  in- 
fluence employed  in  raising  a  defensive  force 
would  be  attended  with  the  best  effects.  In 
shme  respects  the  force  raised  under  this 
measure  would  b^  preferable  to  a  militia, 
because  it  would  be  applicable  to  the  defence 
of  every  part  of  the  empire  at  home,  where- 
as it  was  necejsaiy  on  emergencies,  to  have 
recourse  to  expedients  not  qujte  so  consistent 
with  the  constitution  of  the  militia,  and 
which  ought  not  to  take  place  but  in  cases 
of  oc(:e88ily.    \y»th  respect  to  tl^e  niimbers 


of  the  militia,  be  conceived  that.  In  all  thi 
circumstances  of  £urope,  whether  in  peac< 
or  war,  a  militia  force  of  72,000  was  not  toi 
much  as  a  merely  defensive  force )  but  i 
part  of  the  defensive  force  could  be  made  oi 
another  descriptioOf  the  country  gained  ii 
point  of  security.  Such  a  force  the  presen 
measure  was  calculated  to  afford.  That  i 
would  contribute  to  furnish  men  for  the  re 
gular  army,  little  doubt  could  be  entertainec 
after  the  experience  of  the  army  of  reserve 
act.  As  to  the  force  being  unconstitutional 
he. could  not  conceive  on  what  ground  sucl 
an  apprehension  could  be  formed.  Th< 
whole  of  the  force  of  this  country  was  al 
ways  under  the  control,  and  kept  up  witi 
the  consent  of  parliament.  The  code  oi 
laws  for  the  management,  the  funds  for  th< 
payment  of  every  part  of  it,  were  renewec 
annually.  This  would  be  the  case  wkh  th^ 
intended  force,  as  well  as  with  every  other 
and  in  no  respect,  in  its  constitution  or  el& 
ments,  could  it  afford  any  alarm  to  the  mos 
vigilant  andjealous  guardians  of  the  principles 
of  the  constitution. — With  respect  to  whaj 
had  been  said  of  recruiting  men  for  a  limitccj 
period  of  service,  he  was  one  who  was  ex- 
tremely desirous  that  that  point  should  b< 
fully  and  impartially  considered.  He  die 
not  think,  however,  that  it  ought  to  be  de* 
cided  incidentally.  Indeed  he  could  say 
that  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  invest  i 
gate  the  point  with  the  greatest  impartiality 
they  would  consult  the  opinions  of  the  be&i 
military  authorities,  and  submit  to  parliai 
ment  the  result  of  their  enquiry,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  formed.  Upot 
the  whole,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  presen 
bill,  without  imposing  any  severe  burden  oi 
the  public,  would  attain  its  object  in  raising 
a  large  permanent  defensive  force,  whici 
would  ultimately  tend  to  the  recruiting  o 
the  regular  force;  it  would,  in  case  q 
peace,  relieve  us  from  the  embarrassmenti 
always  felt  for  men  on  the  renewal  of  a  war 
and  in  •  every  view  wquld  promote  th< 
strength  and  security  of«  the  empire.— Afie 
a  few  words  from  Lord  Grantly,  the  ques 
tion  was  put,  and  a  division  took  place 
when  there  appeared. 

For  the  bill,  present  84,  proxies  70  .  .  15^ 
Against  it, '  present  50,  proxies  19  .  .     6i 

Majority ,    .   8^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOjrS. 

Mjjiday,  June  25. 

[Minutes.]— Sir  C.    Bunhury  brough 
up  the  report  of  the  comaultee  oi^  lUe  Qom 
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trade#  which  was  agreed  to,  and  was  ordered 
that  it  be  aa  instruction  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  a  former  re- 
port»  to  make  provision  in  the  said  bill  pur* 
suant  to  the  resolution  now  reported. — The 
Denmark  mint  bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed. — ^The  woollen  manufacture  suspen- 
sion bill  went  through  a  committee^  the  re* 
port  was  received^  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  3d  time  to-morrow. — ^The  East  India 
prize  goods  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  3d  tiaie  to-morrow. — Mr.  Corry 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  to-morrow  move 
for  papers  relative  to  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  collectors  in  Ireland. — Lord  A. 
Hamilton  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
freemeo  in  Glasgow,  stating,  that  they  con- 
ceived alarming  alterations  were  about  to  be 
made  in  the  corn  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
praying  that  these  might  not  be  adopted. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Foster 
brought  up  a  bill  for  laying  additional  duties 
on  stamps  in  Ireland.  Read  a  1st  time.-^Mr. 
Hoskisson  brought  up  a  bill  to  enable  the 
commissioners  of  tl>e  treasury  to  issue  exche- 
quer bills;  read^a  ist  time.—- Mr.  Johnstone 
moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
the  particulars  of  the  account  made  up  to 
the  1st  of  March  1804,  by  which  the  East 
India  Company  claims  from  govt,  the  sum 
of  4,01 8,000 1.    Ordered. 

[Foreign  Troops  Enlistment  Bill.] 
—The  Secretary  at  War  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to  raise 
foreign  corps,  and  indemnifying  those  who 
had  taken  iforeigners  into  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Creevey  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
to  be  a  clause  in  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
those  whose  religious  persuasions  were  diffe- 
rent from  the  religion  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  to  ej^empt  them  from  the  penal- 
ties they  might  otherwise  incur  ? 

The  Secretary  at  /far  said,  it  was  intend- 
ed that  the  bill  should  contain  a  clause  to 
that  effect  j  but  it  was  to  be  confined  solely 
to  foreign  corps. 

Mr,  Francis,  said,  that,  even  in  the  pre- 
sent  stage  of  this  proceeding,  he  could  not 
help  remarking  that  it  was  one  of  a  very  un- 
constitutional nature  J  that,  according  to  our 
laws  and  constitution,  no  foreign  troops  could 
be  allowed  to  come  itHo  this  oountry,  or 
within  6  miles  of  the  coast.— Leave  granted. 

[Rbvenve  of  Irpland.J— Mr.  Foster 
observed,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  given 
notice  .of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a 
regulation  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  many 
errors  and  abuses  that  prevailed  in  the  reve- 
pue  departmf nls  in  Ireland ;  and  ^he  pae^- 


sure  would  be  founded  on  a  similar  <me« 
which  was  adopted  some  years  ago  in  thia 
country.  His  great  object  was,  Ist,  to  have 
an  accurate  inquiry  made  into  the  state  of 
those  offices  $  and,  when  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  should  be  laid  before  the  house,  par« 
liament  would  then  be  able  to  judge  whe- 
ther any,and  what  steps  were  necessary  to  be 
taken.  He  then  moved,  <^  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appointing  cona* 
missioners  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the 
{^eSf  salaries,  emoluments,  -and  other  gra* 
tuities  received  by  officers  employed  in  Ire* 
land,  to  examine  mto  any  abuses  which  may 
exist  in  the  same ;  and  to  report  to  the  house 
their  observations,  and  suggest  such  meani 
as  may  occur  to  them  towards  the  better  coK 
lection  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland.'* 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  felt  himself  im« 
pelled  to  rise  and  return  his  thanks  to  the  rt« 
hon.  gent,  for  bringing  forward  a  measure 
of  thiii  importance,  which  would  be  of  the 
most  substantial  benefit  to  Ireland  }  a  bene« 
fit  much  greater  than  any  that  had  evei;  hecn 
felt  in  this  country ;  because  the  abuses  were 
much  greater  in  the  one  than  the  other.  The 
rt.  hon.  gent,  had  on  a  former  day  drawn  s 
melancholy  picture  of  the  finances  and  reve- 
nues of  Ireland,  and  it  was  evident  that  tha^ 
situation  was  occasioned,  in  a  great  measure, 
by  the  abuses  which  prevailed  in  the  public 
boards  in  Ireland.  The  incidental  expensea 
of  these  boards  were  enormous.  In  that  of 
the  post-office  department,  no  less  a  sura  thaa 
5,0001.  was  allowed  for  losses  sustained  in 
one  of^the  mail  coaches.  Their  law  expensea 
were  equally  enormous.  The  bill  of  costs 
for  law  expenses  in  the  post  ofiSce  depart- 
ment, during  tlie  last  year,  amounted  to  no 
less  than  5,800 1.  Those  of  the  paving  board 
were  2,000 1,  and  similar  expences  attended 
the  board  of  commissioners  for  wide  streets. 
The  fees  received  by  ofiicers  in  all  depart* 
ments  of  the  revenue,  were  also  highly  op* 
pressive  y  those  persons  in  subordinate  situa- 
tions were  in  the  habit  of  exacting  enormous 
and  oppressive  fees.  These  were  abuses 
which  called  for  an  immediate  investigation, 
and  he  was  confident  that  such  an  investi- 
gation would  be  highly  gratifying  td  the 
people  of  Ireland,  who  would  chearfully  pay 
large  taxes,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  acts  for 
imposing  them  accompanied  with  a  fair 
and  accurate  inquiry  into  all  the  abuses  which 
prevented  the  due  collection  of  the  public 
revenue.  The  great  balances  that  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  were  another 
circumstance  which  made  an  inquiry  still 
more  necessary.  These  had  considerably 
iqcreased  during  the  last  year.    It  appeared 
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laf^e  samB  of  tbo  public  moi^fj  were  now 
4oB^  by  tooie  who  bad  been  pronxned  from 
nbor^nate  to  higher  offioes^  nod  thai  de* 
ceaied  coUecton,  m  whose  hands  balanced 
iMid  roniaiiied  unpaid^  left  large  estalcs  be- 
Iriod  thetn.  The  law  cxpenatt  were  not 
^nkf  enormom  ia every  departmeot  of  the  re- 
-vtfoiie  \  hot  the  saoia  in  which  offenders  hatf 
been  omvieiitd  wer^remitted^and  the  pnblio 
was  thaa  deprived  of  the  benefit  arising  from 
theos.  These  were  great  evib^  which  re- 
quired a  speedy  invettigalion  and  care. 

Mr.  fwier  laid,  ho  woald  not  enter  io4>o 
toy  diacttssioa  on  tkia  subject  until  the  bill 
^med  through  parliament,  and  the  com- 
misafoneis  of  inquiry  should  report  iheir 
opiAion  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Ormshy  said,  the  hon.  bart.  had  stated 
nMiny  f^ts  in  a  way  that  required  explana- 
lion  UffCCk  him,  in  order  to  do  away  the  im- 
preasion  they  otherwise  must  make  u^mmi 
t^  house.  The  incidents  and  law  expenses 
lo  the  post-office  department  had  been  oc- 
casioofed  chiafiy  by  the  many  mail  robberies 
wbiehwere  committed.  The  commissioners 
of  wide  atreeta  must  necessarily  have  had 
aumerous  proceedings  at  law  before  they 
ceold  carry  intoefFect  the  business  for  which 
they  had  been  instituted ;  and  surely  no  one 
eould  say,  that  2>000l.  in  one  year  was  too 
great  a  sum  for  (he  costs  attending  those 
]>roeeedings ;  on  the  contrary,  he  consi- 
dered it  a  very  low  sum.  As  to  the  com- 
miasionnera  of  the  revenue  having  remitted 
penalties,  they  had  done  no  more  than  exer- 
cise the  same  powers  which  belonged  to  the 
commissioners  in  this  country,  who  fre- 
quently used  their  discretion  in  extending 
indulgence  to  those*  who  had  been  suffici- 
ently punished  already.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  hon.  bart.  make  the  statements  he 
did,  which  he  must  deprecate,  because  they 
were  made  at  a  time  when  they  could  not 
be  answered. 

Mt.Fnmds  said,  tbehon.  bart.  appeared 
lo  him  to  have  done  no  more  than  make  a 
plain  statement  of  facts 3  and  he  now  wished 
^  know,  whether  it  was  intended  that 
there  should  be  any  correction  of  the  abuses 
prevail/iig  in  Ireland,  before  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  intended  bill  should  make 
their  report  ? 

Mr.  Foittr  said,  he  only  meant  that  there 
shouW  be  no  discussion,  nor  any  regulation 
oh  the  subject,  until  the  commissjoncrs 
should  make  their  report.  But,  as  to  the 
immediate  correction  of  abuses,  all  he  could 
now  say  was,  that  he  himself  would  answer 
for  it,  every  exertion  should  be  .made,  in 
the  mean-time,  to  make  the  revenue  offi- 
cers in  Ireland  do  their  duty. 


Mr.  Ormbf  said,  he  tliou^  it  Becessary 
to  remove  a  very  erroneoot  impre«HO»  that 
aeeraed  to  dwell  on  the  minds  of  gen1ienaeQ> 
with  regard  to  the  baHmcet  in  the  handt  of 
collectors.  Such  balances  had  existed  since 
the  year  1725^  afid  he  himself  never  knew 
them  leas  than  gO,00Ol. 

Mr.  Maurue  FtPxgerald  said,  that  a»  one 
of  those  employed  in  the  superintendesce  of 
the  revenue  in  Ireland,  he  thought  it  neeea- 
aary  to  aay  a  few  words  on  the  aol^t  of 
the  »um»  in  the  hands  of  eollectora.  There 
certainly  was  the  sum  of  ($OO«0OOl%  now 
oofstandingi  but  the  Aionies  actnalty  paid 
into  the  hands  ^  collectors  bore  a  very 
small  proportion  lo  that  sum.  The  treaaury 
of  Ireland  had  used  indefatigable  exertiona 
in  endeavouring  that  no  more  money  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  collectors  thai^  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  One  cawe  of  money  re- 
maining in  their  hands,  was  the  difficulty 
of  remitting  it  from  distant  parts  of  Ireland 
to  the  militia.  But  he  could  aasure  the 
house,  that  whenever  the  collectors  appeared 
to  have  any  disposition  to  keep  money  in 
their  hands,  the  conmitssiboers  of  the  re<- 
venue  took  the  most  prompt  and  eflSsotnai 
means  to  get  it  from  them. 

Mr.  Corry  begged  leave  to  trouble  Ae 
house  with  a  few  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  addition  to  what  he.  had  stated  on  a 
forrper  day.  So  for  from  there  being 
600,000).  in  the  hands  of  collectors,  thehooae 
would  be  surprised  to  hear  what  that  sum 
actually  was.  There  was  now  a  return  of 
551,0001.  outstanding  revenue,  oharged  %o 
the  collectors  at  this  time }  but  this  sum 
was  not  in  their  hands ;  they  had  not  yet 
received  it.  Thq  house  would  see  what  the 
cause  of  this  was  from  the  fact  which  he  waa 
about  to  «tate.  It  was  the  custom  for  the 
surveyorsof  excise  in  Ireland,  to  go  once  a 
month  and  visit  all  persons  subject  to  the 
excise  duty;  for  instance,  distillers  and 
maltsters.  They  received  returns  from  the 
gaogers  or  inferior  excise  officers,  of  the 
sums  for  which  these  were  liable  to  pay, 
and  they  made  a  monthly  return  of  them 
before  they  were  paid  5  and  the  head  col- 
lector made  a  return  of  diem  to  the  com- 
missioners ;  and  all  these  sums  were  charged 
to  his  account  before  evfer  they  were  col- 
lected in.  The  collector  thus  appears  to 
have  balances  remaining  in  hand,  when  he 
has  not  received  a  shilling.  The  persons 
liable  to  the  excise  duty  had  generally  a 
month's  credit  in  paying  the  moneys  With 
maltsters  and  distillers  this  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  about  3  or  400,0001.  The  money, 
therefore,  which  was  supposed,- from  the 
returns,  to  be  in  the  coUcctofs  hands,  was 
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not  paid.  And  lie  could  assure  the  homei 
tkat  of  the  600j000l.  said  to  be  due  to  the 
Irish  govt^  not  above  50,0001.  was  actually 
in  the  hands  of  collectors.  He  now  spoke 
from  the  writt«i  documents  which  he  exa- 
mined; and  ftooi  which  it  appeared,  that 
(his  sum  did»  since  Jan.  last,  ^actuate  £roin 
81>O0Ul.  .to'4gy00(>l,  which  sum  it  never 
exceeded  \  that  was  all  the  collectors  now 
had  in  their  haiids ;  and  why  so  much 
was  remaining  in  their  possession,  he  had 
ahready  ex4>lained  to  the  house.  In  order  to 
satisfy  the  house  on  this  subject,  he  now 
gave  notice,  that  he  wonld  to-morrow  move 
for  certain  retari:^s,  which  would  clearly  shew 
4hat  his  statement  was  correct,  and  would 
pat  an  end  to  all  mistaken  views  on  the 
sobject. 

Mr.  Fosier  said,  so  far  from  having  any 
objection  to,  he  rather  wished  for,  the  pro 
ductton  of  the  papers  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
gent.  With  respect  to  the1>alance8  remain- 
ing in  hand,  he  would  maintain,  that  the 
sum  of  €00,€00l.  was  now  due  to  govt.  5 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  received  by  this 
time ;  and  that  govt,  could  have  compelled 
the  payment  of  it. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  that  wliat  he  had  heard 
from  the  several  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  i 
this  subject,  was  sufficient  to  prove  to  him, 
that  it  was  of  considerable  importance.  He 
was  glad  to  $nd  that  the  rt.  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Corry)  intended  to  move  for  certain  papers  j 
and,  until  these  were  produced,  he  should 
forbear  to  make  any  further  observations  on 
the  business. 

Mr.  M,  Fitzgerald,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  the  Irish  treasury  was  controled  by  the 
govt.,  with  regard  to  the  power  it  had  of 
lenforcing  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  And 
that  49,0001.  was  the  highest  sum  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors. — ^The  motion  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

[Scotch  additional  force  bill.") — 
The  Secretary  atWar  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  receiving  the  report  of  the  bill  for 
raising  an  additional  force  in  Scotland. 

Lord  A  Hamilton  said,  that  in  duty  to  the 
nation  at  Urge,  and  his  constituents  in  parti- 
cular, he  must  oppose  the  present  bill.  He 
•particularly  objected  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  men  were  to  be  raised,  and  afterwards 
.disposed  of.  He  wished  to  know  how  they 
were  to  be  disposed  of  in  time  of  peace  ; 
how  they  wereto  be  retained  in  time  of  peace? 
and  how  they  were  liable  to  be  called  upon 
to  serve  again,  should  it  be  necessary  ?  The 
*biil,  he  considered  as  nugatory  in  its  imme- 
diate object  J  and  in  its  permanent  object  un- 
constitutional. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 


was  not  prepared  to  give  a  precise  answdr  %9 
the  noble  lor4*s  questions.  Alt  he  would  umt 
say  was,    that  whenever  peace  arrived,    it 
would  be  the  object  of  parliament  to  consider 
what  provisions  should  be  necessary  to  keep 
op  this    force  during  the  continuance  c^ 
peace,  and  to  fix  the  times  for  calling  it  o«t. 
Mr:  Kinnaird  declared  his  feeling  of  tkn 
measure  to  be,  that  of  his  having  double  liie 
objection  to  it  which  he  would  to  tibe  other 
bill  relating  to  England.    He  would  alludc-to 
one  point  in  which  England  and  Scotlffiii 
differed  materially,  and  that  wa«  with  respect 
to  the  miJitia.     He  certainly  thought  the  ml- 
ilitia  had  been  increased  to  too  great  an  ex- 
tent in  England ;  and  therefore  the  reduct'ioa 
of  it  was  no  evil  5  but  that  ^was  not  the  case 
in  Scotland,  where  the  militia  was  in  poioC 
of  discipline  nearly  equal  to  a  rogu^r  force. 
In  that  country,  more  than  any  other,  the 
younger  sons  of  gentlemen  were  in  the  habil ' 
of  getting  into  the  army,  and  of  seeing  actuiA 
service.     Many  of  these  persons  went  into 
the  milirta,  and  the  consequence  was,  tliat 
the  militia  of  Scotland   was  better  dSceteA 
than  that  of  any  other  country.     In  the  ab- 
sence, therefore,  of  regular  troops,  Scotlahl 
safely  relied  on  the  militia  for  defence  ;  tfuA 
by  the  aid  of  the  spirit  and  the  exertions  of 
♦he  distinguished  commander  in  chief  in  that 
country,    they  were  rendered  'SO  perfect  ia 
discipline,  as  to  be  inferior  to  n*  troops  what- 
ever.    From  these  considerations  it  must  be 
very  unwise  lo  reduce  any  of  the  wiilitia  in 
Scotland.     Between  this  bill  and  the  other, 
there  was  another  material  difference,  and 
that  was  the  machinery  posse^^sed  by  Eng- 
land for  raising  men,  which  was  not  in  Sccrt- 
land.     Here  the  poor  laws  would  'be  Hie 
means  of  getting  men  in  every  parish.     Iti 
Scotland  there  were  no  poor  laws,   and  there- 
fore the  heritors  of  parishes  had  not  the  same 
machinery  to  work  with.     But  as  these  he- 
ritors were  in  general  country  gentlemen,  the 
mode  they  would   adopt  would  be  to  mett 
and  assess  themselves  to  raise  a  ctrtain  sUm 
of  money,  and  that  WQuld  be  given  to  the 
crimps  for  raising  the  men.    This,  therefore, 
would  be  a  tax  on  the  proprietors  of  land, 
or,  in  other  words,  a  land-tax ;    which  wais 
directly  contrary  to  the  articlesof  the  Union 
with  Scotland — a  violation  of  a  solemn  en- 
gagement, which   he  called  upon  the  Irish 
members   to  opposr,  lest  a  ^similar  violation 
of  the  union  between  their  country  and  this 
might  take  place. 

Mr.  Robert  DunJas  defended  the  bill,  and 
observed,  that  so  far  from  heritors  subscrib- 
ing money  10  employ  crimps,  he  believed 
they  would  have  influence  enough  amf)ng 
their  tenants  and  neighbours  to  get  the  *fuii 
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complement  of  men  required  of  the  parishes. 
As  to  land-tax  in  Scotland,  the  same  ob- 
jection applied  to  the  militia  and  army  of  re- 
§eTve  acts. 

The  Secretary  at  War  observed,  that  the 
boo.  gent,  who  complained  of  a  land-tax  in 
Scotland  had  declared,  lattt  year^  that  it  was 
a  breach  of  the  union  with  Scotland  to  lay  a 
doty  on  malt  there.  But  wodld  the  hon. 
gent,  say^  that  a  measure,  which  the  exi- 
gency of  the  present  moment  rendered  abso- 
lutely necessary,  was  now  ,to  be  opposed^ 
because  it  might  contain  something  contraxy 
to  an  act  pass^  100  years  ago  ? — Tlxe  report 
was  then  received,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  9  3d  time  to-morrow. 

[CoUNrBHFEIT    DoLI^ARS*    BiLL.]— On 

the  2d  reading  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  dollars, 

Mr.  Princep  opposed  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  He  began  by  taking  notice  of  the  stf- 
veral  issues  made  by  the  bank,  of  dollars, 
and  iheir  refusal  afterwards  to  take  many  of 
them  back.  He  then  observed^  that,  for 
the  first  time,  parliament  was  called  upon 
to  sanction  a  proceedtng*  which  declared, 
that  certain  pieces  of  coin  should  not  be  coun- 
terfeited \  and,  he  would  ask,  what  security 
was  there  that  these  pieces  of  coin  were  not 
counterfeits  ?  No  coin  should  be  suffered  to 
circulate  under  the  sanction  of  parliament, 
which  did  not  come  from  the  mint.  This 
money  was  coined  by  an  individual  at  Bir- 
mingham $  who  could  tell  to  what  an  extent 
this  money  might  not  be  coined  there  ?  or 
how  many  counterfeits  might  not  be  made  ? 
A  coining  machine  juvas  to  be  exported  to 
Denmark  j  who  could  tell  but  in  that  coun- 
try counterfeit  money  might  not  be  coined 
and  sent  over  here  ?  He  objected  to  those 
pieces,  because  they  had  the  kings  image  on 
them  ;  because  they  took  away  from  his 
majesty's  prerogative  5  and  Iwcause  ihere 
was  no  check  as  to  the  quantity  which  might 
be  issued.  He  hoped  that  some  regulation 
might  be  made  to  correct  the  silver  specie  of 
the  country.  The  dollars  were  but  a  short 
time  in  circulation,  when  they  were  called 
in  by  the  bank,  and  he  was  informed,  that 
silver  coin  was  now  frequently  brought  here 
from  France,  and  deposited  in  bags  at  the 
houses  of  different  bankers,  which  might  ul- 
timately be  detrimental  to  the  public  at 
large. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  observed,  that  those 
medals,  as  the  hon.  gent,  styled  them,  or 
coins,  were  issued  not  as  from  the  royal  mint, 
but  upon  the  credit  of  the  bank  of  £ngland, 
as  silver  promissory  notes.  It  was  not  com- 
pulsory on  the  public  to  accept  them  if  ihey 
did  not  chuse,  ap/  more  than  to  accept  the 


paper  notes  of  the  bank;  but  as  both  were 
an  accommodation  to  the  public,  and  would 
be  equally  accepted  as  such,  the  question 
was,  whether  it  would  not  be  politic  to  guard 
the  public  against  fraud  by  the  forgery  of 
the  dollars  as  well  as  on  that  of  bank  notes. 

Sir  M,  Blo^am  decUred,  that  as  far  as  bis 
connexions  led  him  to  form  any  opinion  on 
the  subject,  he  had  never  heard  of  any  such 
circumstance  as  money  being  brought  from 
France  to  this  country,  and  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  bankers.  The  bank  directors  were 
a  body  of  men  that  merited  the  highest  re- 
spect from  every  Englishman  ;  they  were 
men  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  possessed 
of  the  highest  sense  of  honour;  their  feel- 
ing towards  the  public  at  large  was  mani- 
fested in  the  support  which  they,  at  different 
times,  gave  to  the  credit  and  respectability 
of  the  nation,  both  in  commercial  and  other 
transactions.  They  could  not  be  fairly  sua  • 
pected  of  doing  any  thing  which  would  be 
in  the  least  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the 
public.  As  a  banker,  he  must  declare  that  he 
did  not  know  of  such  a  fact,  nor  did  he  sup- 
pose it  probable  that  any  banker  was  now 
purchasing  dollars  from  the  French. — ^Thc 
bill  was  then  read  a  2d  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee  to-morrow. 

[Slave   Trade.] Mr.    Wilberforce 

moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  slave  trade 
abolition  bill,  and  then  moved  that  counsel  be 
called  in  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  Dent  said,  that  since  the  union  with 
Ireland,  there  were  many  members  in  that 
house  who  had  never  seen  the  evidence  taken 
some  years  before  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
This  was  a  thi,ng  the  members  were  entitled 
to,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  hon.  membei 
would  put  off  the  consideration  of  this  busi- 
ness for  a  longer  time. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  shortly  replied  ;  aftei 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  counsel 
were  called  in.  Mr.  Pigot having  been  heard, 
Mr.  Plomer  was  going, to  reply  j  wben 

Mr.  Fuller  rose,  and  proposed  that  th< 
farthf  r  hearing  of  counsel  should  be  post 
poned  to  afford  the  petitioners  time  to  pre 
pare. 

Mr.  Pitt  objected,  alleging  that  the  cas( 
had  been  fully  argoed,  that  the  house  wa 
already  in  possession  of  sufficient  informatioi 
upon  the  subject,  and  that  there  was  no  rea 
son  to  expect  that  die  further  argument  o 
counsel  would  throw  any  new  light  upon  it 
—The  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  b 
engrossed,  a  division  took  place,  when  ther 
appeared— Ayes  52— noes  9.— The  bill  wa 
then  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  pu  Wed 
nesdijy.— Adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tiicsdaj/,  Jlme  26\ 

The  bills  upon  ihe  table  were  forwarded 
in  their  respective  stage?. — It. was  ordered, 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  that 
the  ( laini  to  the  Zouche  Peeraj^e  be  taken 
into  farther  consideration  on  Tluirsday  by 
the  comjuitiee  of  privileges. — The  Addi- 
tional Forte  bill,  alter  a  short  convnrsa- 
tion  between  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  Duke 
of  Montrose,  and  the  Earl  of  Camden, 
went  through  a  committee,  without  any 
Amendment ;  the  report  was  received,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  to- 
morrow,— Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  June  ^6, 

At  four  o'clock,  there  being  only  38 
members  present,  the  house  adjourned 
to  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF    LOKDS. 

Wedntsday,  June  QJ* 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Additional  Force 
bill  for  Scotland,  the  Irish  Linen  bill,  and 
the  Woollen  Penalties  Suspension  bill 
were  brought  up  from  the  Conmions,  and 
read  a  first  time. — ^Tighe's  Divorce  bill  \('as 
read  a  3d  time,  and  passed. 

[Con  uuct  of  Judg  e  Fox.]— The  Mar- 
>qu>s  of  Abercorn  rose  and  said,  that,  hi 
bringing  forward  the  petition  against  Mr. 
Justice  Fox,  he  had  expressed  his  hope, 
that  the  proceedings  would  have  followed 
on  the  part  of  govt.  He  bad  waited  a  due 
time,  to  see  that  hope  realized.  He  was 
happy  to  learn,  that  on  the  part  of  govt, 
every  disposition  existed  to  facilitate  the 
true  end  of  substantial  justice  in  this  affair. 
But,  he  was  sorry  to  find,  that  all  the 
trouble  must  devolve  upon  himself.  He, 
however,  would  discharge  his  duty,  since 
the  important  trust  had  devolved  on  him, 
of  calling  upon  the  house  to  afford  that 
protection  to  the  magistrates,  the  gentry, 
and  the  people  of  Ireland,  which  is  en- 
joyed in  this  country.  From  that  mo- 
ment, he  trusted,  he  should  mingle  no 
acrimony,  no  personal  motives  with  that 
duty.  He  should  consider  Judge  Fox  as 
clothed  with  all  the  privileges  of  an  ac- 
cused person.  He  would  ask  nothing  of 
their  lordsliips,  but  to  execute  justice — 
and  justice  in  mercy;  and  if  it  should  ap- 
pear that  Judge  Fox  had  forgotten  to  do 
that,  if  he  had  administered  justice  with 

Vol.  M. 


the  bitterness  of  private  passions,  he  would 
find  an  example  in  their  lordships,  that 
justice  is  to  be  mildly  and  patiently,  as 
well  as  impartially  administered.  He  call- 
ed upon  tlieir  lordships,  as  well  'as  those 
holding  high  offices  in  the  govt,  "as  others, 
to  aid  him  in  this  great  task.  A  noble  and 
learned  lord  (Lord  Carleton)  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Judge  Fox,  and 
had  grounded  a  motion  in  behalf  of  that 
judge,  and  had  done  so  veiy  properly.  He 
begged  the  noble  lord  to  attend  to,  and 
indeed  to  superintend  all  the  future  pro- 
ceedings. He  hoped  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  would  afford  him  all  the  aid  of  his 
talent  and  knowledge.  He  had  no  per- 
sonal feelings  or  motives  in  this  discharge 
of  his  duty.  His  personal  share  of  the 
complaint  against  Judge  Fox,  he  could 
have  been  glad  to  have  left  out  of  the  fu- 
ture proceedings,  but  they  made  part  of 
that  judge's  conduct  in  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  functions.  Nevertheless,  they 
should  be  treated  by  him  only  as  such. 
With  respect  to  the  time  when  the  further 
proceedings  might  be  ex^  ected,  he  wisr.ed 
to  say  a  word  or  two.  Many  petitions  he 
had  received  against  Judge  Fox.  The5.e 
were  generally  concci  ;cd  in  terms  so  un^ 
parliamentary,  that  they  must  be  sent  back 
to  be  altered  in  that  respect.  The  persons 
complaining  were  manv,  and  lay  at  a  great 
distance.  All  this  would  necessarily  con- 
sume lime  ;  but  there  was  another  cause 
would  occasion  delay,  'He  had  never 
spoken  to  Judge  Fox  in  his  life;  but  he 
understood  that  judge  was  not  prepared  to 
meet  all  the  charges  against  him ;  and,  ori 
his  part,  wished  for  delay.  He  would 
accede  to  every  wishof  that  judge  consist- 
ently with  the  ends  of  justice.  He  did  not, 
for  the  reasons  he  had  assigned,  think  the 
ousiness  could  be  brought  to  an  issue  dur- 
ing this  session. 

The  Earl   of  Moira  said,    that   if  the 

late  govt,  had  forborne  to  bring  forward 

any  measure  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox,   it 

was   not  to  be  concluded  that  th -y  had 

neglected  a  grave  accusation,  in  a  matter 

oi  so  much  importance.     It  was  raUni*  to 

be  presumed,  that  they  had  weighed  the 

affair  with  the  attention  it  deserved,  and 

,)erhaps  it  would  be  no  false  presumpticii 

o  conclude,  from  their  silencJe,  that  the 

harges  had  not  that   foundation,    which 

hose  who  forwarded   them   to  the  govt. 

upposed.     The  charges  brought  foruard 

by  the  noble  marquis  might  also  prove  to 

be  less  weighty  than  they  appear  to  be  ia 
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the  6r8t  statement,  it  being  the  nature  of 
such  things  to  be   frequently  erroneous. 
He  was  entirely  unacquainted   with   any 
part  of  this  matter  of  complaint  against 
the  learned  judge,  and  was  almost  as  much 
a  stranger  to  that  judge  as  the  noble  mar* 
quis  stated  hunself  to  be.     But  he  must 
consider  the  state  in   which  tlie  learned 
judge    would    stand,    if   the   proceedings 
should  rest  here  till  the  ensuing  sessions. 
\Vhat  has  been  urged  against  him,  is  be- 
fore the  public,  with  very  high  colouring. 
The  noble  marquis  professes  that  Judge 
Fox  shall  have  no  grievance  to  complain 
of.     Now  he  did  think  it  a  great  griev- 
ance, that  in  all  the  interval  between  this 
and  the   next  session  of  parliament,  the 
learned  judge   shall    not   only    have   the 
charges  of  the  petition  resting  upon  him, 
biit  many  others  staled   in  the  speech  of 
the  noble  marquis,     lie  therefore  thought 
the  noble  marquis  bound,  at  least,  to  de- 
fine and  reduce  to   a  precise  statement  in 
petitions,  all   the  complaints  against  tiie 
learned  judge,  to  transmit  him  copies  of 
these,  to  fix  the  time  for  final  proceed- 
ings, and  to  describe  the  mode  of  the  pro- 
ceedings.   With  respect  to  the  latter,  he  did 
not  think  their  lordships  could  proceed  to 
a  final  issue,  in  the  course  they  were  now 
taking.     He  would  not  press  that  farther; 
but  he  was  sure  it  became  the  noble  mar- 
quis now,  during  this  session,  to  reduce  to 
precise  terms  all  the  complaints  against  the 
learned  judge. 

Lord  Carletan  thought  it  would  best  suit 
with .  the  dignity  of  their  lordships*  pro- 
ceedings, on  so  very  important  and  se- 
rious an  occasion,  if  the  heads  d  accusa- 
tion were  reduced  into  a  precise  and  tech- 
nical form.  It  would  be  but  a  pursuance 
of  that  candid  and  fair  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, which  usually  obtained  in  all  cases 
that  were  submitted  to  so  great  a  tribunal 
as  that  composed  by  their  lordships,  that 
the  person  accused  should  have  certain 
information  of  those  facts  it  was  intended 
to  allege  against  him.  The  mere  imputa- 
tion of  misconduct  was  a  very  great  afflic- 
tion to  any  man  of  feeling;  but  when  it 
vas  thrown  out  against  a  person  filling  the 
dignified  situation  that  the  learned  judge 
did,  the  punishment  in  that  instance  was 
aggravated  in  a  tenfold  degree.  His  lord- 
fhip  trusted  that  the  learned  judge  ,would 
not  be  compelled  to  linger  under  this  tor- 
ture of  his  ^reputation,  but  that  the  noble 
marquis  would,  in  the  course  of  tliis  ses- 
l^on,  bring  forward  the  subject  in  such  a 


way,  as  to  afibrd  h\m  an  opportunity  of 
repelling  the  charges.  He  remarked,  that 
when  the  noble  marquis  first  brought  for- 
ward the  buhiness,  he  had  presented  a 
petition,  but  in  his  speech  had  stated  many 
allegations,  which  had  no  connection  with 
that  petition.—  [His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  repeatedly  cried,  hear!  hear!  in 
the  course  of  the  noble  lord's  speech.] 

The  Marquis  of  Abercorn  assured  their 
lordships,  he  had  been  informed  that  Mr. 
Justice  Fox  wished  the  proceedings  to  be 
delayed  until  next  session.     He  was  sur- 
prised that   any   thing  like  sarcasm   had 
fallen  from  the  noble  earl  and  the  learned 
lord   who  spoke  last;  aud  still  more,  that 
it  should  seem  to  be  supported  by  an  il- 
lustrious person,  who   certainly  was  not 
present  when  he  fii-st  called  the  attention 
of   their  lordships  to   this  business.     He 
had  not  prejudged   the  question,   but  ha 
would  say,  hypothetically,  that  if  a  judge 
should   be  proved  to  have  imposed  arbi- 
trarily a  fine  of  jOOL  on  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's   subjects,    that   was   a  transaction 
which  could  not  be  justified. 

The   J,ord  Chancellor  approved  of  the 
suggestions  thrown  out  by  the  noble  and 
learned  viscount,  of  reducing  the  charge* 
to  a   specific   form.     Much   deliberation 
should  precede  so  serious  an  act  as  that  of 
bringing    forward    charges   of   accusation 
agamst  any   one;    and   when   they   were 
brought  forward,  th^y  should  be  restricted 
and  confined  as  much  as  possible  to  that 
precise   and    intelligible  shape,    that   the 
person  accused  should,  at  the  first  blush, 
clearly  comprehend    the    nature    of    the 
charge,  and  know  to  a  certainty  what  that 
particular  offence  was  against  which  he 
had  to  defend  himself.     It  would  be  in- 
cumbent on  their  lordships,  if  this  accu- 
sation was  to  be  heard  by  them,  to  deter- 
mine, as  soon  as  possible,  the  mode  in 
which   it  should  be   heard..      When   that 
great    improvement   in   the   constitution^ 
the   independence    of   the   judges,    took 
;  place,  it  was  enacted  that  they  should  be 
removeable  only  on  an  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty  from  either  house    of   parliament* 
There  was  also  another  mode  in  which  a 
judge  who  had  misconducted  himself  in 
the  exercise  of  his  office   may  be   pro- 
ceeded against,  and  that  was,  by  an  im- 
peachment brought  by  the  Commons  be- 
fore  that  house.    As  this  was  the  only 
instance  since  the   Revolution  in  Mrhicb 
charges  had  been  brought  forward  against 
a  person  filling  so  sacred,  important;  aiui 
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dignified  a  situation  as  that  of  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  land,  sworn  to  administer 
the  laws  with  truth  and  impartiality,  he 
thought  their  lordships  could  not  be  too 
cautious  or  circumspect  in  the  observance 
of  those  forms  which  the  example  of  tins 
case  would  operate  hereafter  as  prece- 
dents. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence,  coincided  with 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, in  the  observations  he  had  made. 
He  thought  it  a  very  great  grievance  for 
Any  man,  much  less  one  of  his  Majesty's 
judges,  to  continue  for  a  considerable 
time  under  the  odium  of  accusations  of 
which  he  may  possibly  be  acquitted-  He 
had  known  accusations  of  a  most  serious 
nature  impending  over  a  man  for  many 
years,  and  terminate  at  last  in  nothing. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  declared,  that  he  had 
the  most  perfect  confidence  in  the  upright- 
ness of  the  motives  by  which  the  conduct 
of  the  noble  marquis  was  governed.  He 
viras  persuaded  that  his  noble  friend  had 
not  brought  forward  a  single  charge,  which 
he  was  not  convinced,  in  his  own  opinion, 
he  had  not  the  means  of  substantiating. 
It  would  be  for  tlieir  lordships,  when  they 
should  be  called  on  judicially  to  decide 
on  these  facts,  to  take  the  evidence  into 
their  consideration;  but  until  they  should 
be  so  called  upon,  it  would  be  indecorous, 
or  at  least  premature,  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  it.  In  the  present  stage  of 
their  proceedings,  they  should  confine 
themselves  merely  to  an  arrangement  of 
the  mode  in  which  they  should  proceed  in 
the  next  session,  before  which  time  this 
subject  most  probably  would  not  come 
before  them.  There  were,  in  his  opinion, 
but  two  modes;  one  was  for  the  noble 
lord  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  to  state  that 
be  had  charges  of  great  moment  to  bring 
forward  against  one  of  the  judges,  which 
charges  should  be  afterwards  written 
down  ;  and  the  second  was,  to  have  them 
presented  to  their  lordships  in  the  form  of 
petitions.  In  both  cases  it  would  be  pro- 
per, that  the  persons  complained  against 
should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  those 
charges. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom  professed  him- 
lelf  ready  to  pursue  tiie  plan  pointed  out 
by  the  noble  sec.  of  state,  and  said  he 
should  be  glad  of  the  assistance  of  the 
noble  and  learned  viscount  (Lord  Carle- 
ton),  in  preparing  the  charges,  the  subject 
Qi  which  he  would  be  happy  to  submit  to 


him.— Here  th6  noble  marquis  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  who 
called  for  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
noble  marquis  said,  he  could  not  conceive 
why  the  learned  prelate  called  him  to 
order. 

The  Bishop  of  St,  Asaph  observed,  the 
noble  marquis  might,  without  the  spirit  of 
divination,  have  discovered  why  he  called 
for  the  order  of  the  day.  A  conversation 
had  continued  for  a  considerable  time 
without  any  motion,  and  a  conversation  in 
that  house  without  a  motion,  was  a  con* 
versation  about  nothing. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  differed  in  opi- 
nion from  the  learned  prelate.  He  thought 
this  as  important  a  conversation  as  ever 
occurred  in  that  house.  He  regretted, 
however,  that  their  lordships  had  got  into 
a  situation  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  say 
where  they  were,  and  how  they  were  to 
proceed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thanked  the  noble 
and  learned  prelate  for  putting  him  in 
mind  of  his  duty.  The  conversation  was, 
throughout  the  whole  of  it,  irregular,  and 
contrary  to  order;  for  there  was  no  mo- 
tion before  the  house,  and  the  sooner 
they  got  rid  of  it,  and  returned  to  that 
point  from  whence  they  set  out,  the 
better. 

[Additional  Force  Bill.] — Earl 
Camden  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  third  reading  qf  the  Additional  Force 
bill ;  which  being  read, 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  to  oppose  it, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  calculated  to 
answer  its  purpose.  He  observed,  that  it 
would  not  raise  men  so  speedily  as  they 
would  be  wanted ;  and  that  other  means 
of  defence  were  really  necessary,  besides 
raising  men.  The  fortifications  of  the 
coast  were  not  what,  in  his  opinion,  they 
ought  to  be.  He  adverted  to  the  martello 
towers,  which,  he  insisted,  would  be  of 
the  most  essential  service,  if  properly  dis- 
posed along  the  coast;  or  there  was  ano« 
ther  species  of  fortification,  which  was 
called  block-house  towers,  that  would  be 
found  of  the  greatest  use.  The  expence 
of  these  would  not  be  above  lOOOl.  or 
1,1001.  each,  which  was  a  mere  trifle  in 
point  of  magnitude,  when  compared  to 
one  not  nearly  so  useful  or  important, 
which  had  cost  the  country  such  immense 
sums.  He  alluded  to  the  barracks,  oa 
which  not  less  than  2,300,0001.  and  up- 
wards had  been  lately  expended  in  the 
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most  lavish  way.  In  one  place  he  had 
bet'n  iniorraed,  they  paid  as  high  as  5s.  a 
day  to  luea  who  only  carried  the  hod  with 
moriar;  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  instead  of  heing  a  place  of  labour, 
it  was  merely  a  scene  of  dissipation  and 
drunkenness,  except  on  a  Sunday,  when 
they  worked  from  morning  till  night,  be- 
cause they  received  double  pay,  10s.  a 
day;  a  circumstance  which  revolted  all 
the  moral  and  religious  people  in  the 
neighbourhood.  If  it  was  not  so  late  in 
the  session,  he  should  think  it  necessary 
to  submit  a  motion  on  the  subject  to  their 
lordships'  consideration.  His  lordship  wasi 
proceeding  to  observe  on  the  fortifications 
at  and  near  Dover,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Lord  MufgravCy  who  said,  that  what  the 
noble  lord  was  adverting  to  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  bill  then  under  consideration. 

The  Lord  Chancel/or  said,  the  nobh- 
Earl  was  certainly  out  of  order,  lie  could 
not  speak  of  such  matters  as  were  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  bill.  As  to  the  ponits  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  alluded,  he  could 
not  then  take  notice  of  them  urlcss  he 
moved  for  a  committee,  and  then  he  hoped 
the  noble  Earl  would  give  notice  of  such 
motion. 

The  Earl  o(  Suffolk  said,  he  thought  he 
was  strictly  in  order,  in  speaking  to  the 
points  he  did,  as  the  present  was  a  bill 
that  concerned  the  defence  of  the  country-; 
and  what  he  wished  to  touch  upon  did  the 
same.  He  thought  it  of  great  imporlance 
that  the  real  defence  of  the  country  should 
be  seriously  attended  to;  which  he  tliought 
was  not  the  case  by  the  introduction  of  the 
present  bill.  As  he  could  not,  however, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  noble  lords, 
proceed  regularly  with  the  observations  he 
was  about  to  make,  without  moving  for  a 
committee,  he  should  at  present  content 
himself  with  giving  his  positive  negative  to 
the  bill. 

Lord  De  Dunstanville  said,  that  as  he 
had  not  in  any  previous  stage  of  the  bill 
delivered  his  sentiments  on  it,  he  hoped  to 
b»  indulged  with  a  few  observations  now. 
He  disapproved  the  bill,  because  he  thought 
it  was  only  an  humble  imitation  of  the 
army  of  reserve,  professing  to  do  a  great 
deal  more,  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
really  do  less.  It  was  to  be  put  in  force, 
and  executed  by  men  who  were  not  by  any 
means  calculated  for,  or  adapted  to  the 
offiee.  1,'he  overseers  of  parishes,  were 
well  known  to  be  taken  from  three  qlasses 


of  men,  farmers,  tradesmen,  and  manu- 
facturers, all  of  whgm  had  business  on 
their  hands,  more  than  they  could  well 
manage,  and  who  would  have  no  leisure 
to  enter  on  their  new  offices  of  recruitmg 
Serjeants.  The  men  would  therefore  not 
be  raised,  and  the  parishes  of  course  bur- 
dened with  fines,  which,  according  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  would  fall  most  un- 
equally and  unjustly  on  the  landed  in- 
terest. He  repeated,  that  it  was  not  so 
ellicient  a  bill  as  that  for  the  army  of  re- 
serve, and  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the 
late  administration  for  the  great  force  they 
had  raised  in  so  short  a  time,  and  for  their 
unexampled  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
economy. 

Lord  Ilarrowhy  defended  the  bill ;  as  did 
the  LordCnancellor,  who  observed,  that  the 
bill  would  tend  to  throw  the  burdens  more 
equally  on  persons  than  the  ann\"  ot  re- 
serve act  had  done ;  for,  by  that  act,  f  er- 
sons  that  possessed  an  income  of  10,0001, 
per  annum,  paid  no  more  than  the  lowest 
menial  servant.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
agree  with  the  noble  lt)rd,  that  it  was  a 
worse  measure  than  t!je  army  of  reserve 
act. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  27. 

[Minutes.] — Sir  E.  Nepean  brought 
up  the  Irish  Additional  Force  bill. 
Read  a  firsi  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to 
be  pritited. — The  house  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  insolvent  Debtors'  bill. 
The  bill  was  gone  through  paragrapll  by 
paragraph,  the  blanks  filled  up,  and  on 
the  house  being  resumed,  the  report  or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow. — ^The  Li- 
verpool E.  India  Prize  Goods  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  3d  time. — -A  person 
from'  the  Duehy  of  Lancaster  office  pre- 
sented an  office  copy  of  the  grant  of  the 
place  of  Prothonotary  of.  the  Common 
Pleas  ih  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  to  the 
Hon.  J,  C.Villiers,  a  member  of  that  house. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Mr.  Rose 
then  gave  notice,  that  he  sljould  to-riior^ 
row  submit  a  motion  to  the  house  on  lli© 
subject  of  this  paper. — ^The  Woollen  Ma^ 
nufacturers'  Penalty  Suspension  bill  was- 
read  a  3d  time  and  "iDassed.— Mr.  Western 
brought- up  the  bill  for  regulating  the  ex- 
portation and  importation  of  corn,  fouiided 
on  the  report  of  the  corn  coqimittee ;  rea<i 
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a  Ist  time.  On  the  question  that  the  bill' 
be  read  a  2ci  time,  a  short  conversation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Patteson  and  Mr. 
Western,  as  to  the  most  convenient  mode 
of  proceeding,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Speaker,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  2d  time  to-morrow,  after  which  it 
is  to  be  ctimmitted  pro  forma  to  have  the 
blanks  filled  up,  and  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. — The  Scouh  Additional  Force 
bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — ^Tlie 
Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  Foreign 
Troops  bill,  which  was  read  a  1st  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to- 
morrow.— Mr.  Owen,  from  the  E.  India 
House,  presented  an  account  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  ihe  account  made  up  to  the  1st 
of  March,  1804,  shewing  the  claim  of  the 
E  India  Company  on  govt,  for  the  sum 
of  4,018,0*001.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed. — 'I'ht  bill  for  authoriz- 
ing the  issue  of  Exchequer  bills  on  the  cre- 
dit of  the  aids  of  1 604,  was  read  a  2d 
tihu.,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to- 
morrow.— Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the 
report  ot  the  committee  on  Expiring  Laws. 
The  resolutions  were  read,  and  an  order 
made  for  the  house  to  go  into  a  committee 
to-morrow. — Mr.  Foster  brought  up  the 
bill  for  raising  certain  additional  Duties  on 
Customs  and  Excise  in  Ireland,  and  for 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  Irish  Reve- 
nues in  English  currency.  Read  a  1st  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to- 
morrow.— ^The  Irish  Stamp  Duty  bill  was 
read  a  2d  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted.— ^The  Irish  Corn  Regulation  bill 
was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — Mr.  Fos- 
ter moved  that  the  house  do,  to-morrow, 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider 
of  the  propriety  of  repealing  so  much  of 
the  32 d  and  44th  of  his  Majesty,  as  give 
the  Lord  Lieut,  of  Ireland  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  use  of  oatmeal  in  distilling. 
Ordered. 

[Lord  Kilwarden's  Family.] — ^The 
bouse  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  his  Majesty's  message,  relative 
to  the  family  of  the  late  Lord  Kilwarden ; 

Mr.  Pitt  rose  and  said,  that  .he  hoped 
the  proposition  he  had  to  submit,  would 
meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
committee.  He  tiien  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  **  That  an  annuity  of 
12001.  be  granted  from  the  consolidated 
fund  of  Ireland,  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
Lord  Kilwarden,  Chief  Justice  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Court  of  King's  Bfench  in  Ireland, 
|o  be  held  by  Uer  during  her  life  ;  and  that 


after  her  death,  the  same  to  be  settled  in  th 
following  manner  :  viz.  8001.  a  year  to  th 
son,  bearing  the  title  of  Lord  Kilwardei 
and  400l  a  year  to  each  of  the  two  daugli 
ters  of  the  late  Lord  Kilwarden,  and  ths 
this  said  annuity  do  commence  from  th 
25d  of  July,  1803."  The  resolution  wf 
agreed  lo,  and  the  report  ordered  to  t 
received  to-morrow. 

[Calico  Phinteks.] — Mr  Sherida 
rose,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  t 
a  subject  of  considerable  importance.  I) 
had  before  him  a  petition  presented  to  tli 
house  some  time  since  from  a  vast  numbt 
of  the  journeymen  calico  printers,  com 
plaining  of  various  grievances.  This  pet 
tion  had  been  referred  to  the  consideratio 
of  a  committee,  with  orders  to  report  the 
opinion  thereon.  The  result  was  sue 
as  he  was  aware  had  not  unfrequentl 
occurred,  but  which,  in  his  mind,  an 
that  of  many  of  the  best  informed  men  i 
that  house,  namely,  that  the  committet 
after  some  examination  of  the  case,  thougl 
proper  to  adjourn  sine  die^  and  thus  evade 
bringing  up  any  report  whatever.  Thi 
was  a  sort  of  proceeding  which  ought  at  a 
times  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the  hous( 
for  most  unquestionably  no  committc 
could  have  the  right  of  finally  decidin 
upon  any  case  thus  referred  to  them  fc 
investigation.  Their  province  was  merel 
to  lay  before  the  house  a  brtef  of  the  cas« 
and  the  evidence,  with  their  opinion  an 
nexed,  but  it  did  not  belong  to  them  t 
assume  to  be  tlie  ultimate  judge.  Th 
adjournment  in  the  instance  he  alluded  t 
was,  he  observed,  the  more  to  be  regrettec 
as  the  petitioners,  whose  means  were  ver 
small  (the  wages  of  not  one  of  whom  ex 
cceded  30s.  a  week)  had  expended  abov 
lOOOl.  in  consequence  of  their  applicatio 
to  parliament,  and  had  also  exhausted 
good  deal  of  time.  They  had  brought  u 
a  number  of  witnesses  from  the  remotes 
parts  of  G.  Britain,  some  of  whom  ha 
been  examined  before  the  committee.-— Th 
hon.  member  added,  that  several  of  thes 
poor  journeymen  had  been,  both  duriq 
the  last  and  the  present  session,  attendin 
upon  the  house  in  search  of  redress.  The: 
case  was  one  which  he  felt  to  be  extreme! 
hard.  He  begged  it,  however,  to  be  ut 
derstood,  that  he  meant  no  reflection  upo 
the  gent,  who  composed  the  committei 
They,  he  had  no  doubt,  thought  then 
selves  right  in  withholding  the  discussio 
of  this  subject  from  the  house  ;  but  in  th 
he   difiered    mih  them  most  decidedl 
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Upon  the  nature  of  tbe  dispute  between 
the  petitioners  and  their  employers,  he 
woald  not  at  present  pronounce  an  opi- 
nion. He  entertained  a  sanguine  hope 
tiiat  it  would,  during  the  recess,  be  ami- 
cably adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  par- 
ties. He  knew  that  such  an  adjustment 
was  very  practicable.  If,  however,  it 
should  not  take  place,  and  that  his  expect- 
ations should  be  disappointed,  he  pledged 
himself  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
bouse  in  the  shape  of  a  motion  for  leave 
to  briug  in  a  bill  to  redress  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  H.  Lascelles  said,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  committee  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
cent,  and  that  in  his  opinion,  and  that  of 
his  colleagues,  the  petitioners  had  not 
made  out  a  case  to  sustain  the  allegations 
contained  in  their  petition.  They,  there- 
fore, adjourned  for  3  months,  meaning  to 
bring  up  no  report.  The  hon.  member 
might,  however,  if  he  wished,  have  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  laid  before  the 
house. 

Mr.  Dent,  as  one  of  the  committee,  cor- 
roborated the  sentiments  of  the  last 
speaker,  and  deprecated  the  claims  of  the 
petitioners. 

Mr.  Sheridan  asked  those  hon.  gent, 
why,  if  the  petitioners  had  made  no  case, 
the  committee  to  which  they  belonged  did 
'not  report  that  to  the  house,  and  upon 
what  ground  that  committee  could  assume 
to  decide  the  question  ?  The  hon.  member 
deprecated  any  discussion  upon  the  merits 
of  the  petition  alluded  to,  without  having 
the  report  of  tht  committee  before  the 
house.  He  had  abstained  from  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject,  and  he  did  think, 
that  it  would  have  been  more  becoming  in 
the  hon.  gent,  to  have  abstained  from  it 
also ;  all  he  now  asked  for  the  poor  peti- 
.  tioners,  in  whose  behalf  he  addressed  the 
house,  was  this,  that  their  case  might  not 
be  prematurely  gone  into,  and  that  tlie 
report  of  the  committee  might  be  brought 
up.  This,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  deem- 
ed unreasonable  on  their  part.  They  were 
opposed  in  this  case  by  a  number  of  very 
wealthy  men,  who  derived  that  wealth 
from  their  labour,  and  many  of  those 
wealthy  men  were  in  town  durmg  the  sit- 
tings of  the  committee,  and  regularly  at. 
tended  it.  He  hoped,  however,  that  such 
an  opposition,  or  its  influence,  would  not 
preclude  the  petitioners  from  experiencing 
the  liberality  and  justice  of  that  house. — 
Mr.  Dent  rose,  but  the  Speaker  stating 


that   there    was  no   question  before  the 
house,  the  conversation  dropped. 

Mr.  Dent  afterwards  moved,  that  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before  tbe 
committee  on  the  petition  of  the  journeymen 
calico  printers  should  be  laid  before  the 
house.     Ordered. 

[Prize  Agency  Bill] — Mr.  JervU 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  now 
read  for  the  second  reading  of  the  prize 
agency  bill.  The  order  being  read,  tbe 
hon.  gent,  rose,  and  expressed  his  regret, 
that  from  the  proceeding  upou  this  bill  hav- 
ing been  postponed  so  frequently  from  day 
to  day,  and  from  the  mai)y  important  ob- 
jects for  consideration  which  it  involved, 
and  the  very  advanced  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, it  was  almost  impracticable  now  to 
carry  it  into  adoption.  He  had,  however^ 
the  strong  assurance  that  it  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  his  Majesty's  present  minis- 
ters to  bring  forward  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion, another  bill,  having  similar  objects 
in  view;  for  the  present,  therefore,  lie 
should  move  that  this  bill  be  read  the  24 
time  this  day  3  months. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  expressed  extreme  re- 
gret that  the  hon.  member  should  with- 
draw the  bill,  even  late  as  it  was  in  the 
session,  when  he  reflected  how  very  enor- 
mous and  oppressive  the  grievances  were 
which  that  bill  was  calculated  to  remedy, 
and  how  loudly  and  urgently  they  called 
for  parliamentary   interference;    and    he 
thought,  that  whatever  were  the  defects 
of  the  present  bill,  they  might  be  easily 
remedied  in    a    committee,    rather  thaa 
postpone  till  next  session  a  measure  so 
indispensably  necessary  to  check  a  series 
of  the  most  flagitious  fraud  and  oppres-' 
sion,  upon  a  gallant  and  meritorious  set 
of  men,  the  oflicers  and  seamen  of  our 
navy.     He  had  in  his  hand  documents  to 
shew,  that  some  of  the  most  flagitious  in- 
stances of  such  fraud  and  oppression  prac-» 
tised  by  the  prize  courts  and  prize  agents 
in  the  West  Indies,  as  were  scarcely  cre- 
dible without  the  clearest  testimony.     The 
document  was  sent  to  him  from  the  West; 
Indies  by  a  gallant  young  friend  now  nc^ 
more,  the   son   of  a  worthy  member    of 
this  house,  Admiral  Davers;  and  this  ac- 
count states,  that  upon  the  proceedings 
for  tbe  condemnation  of  31  prizes,  tbe  prp-* 
dure   of    which   was    but    l63,OOOl,     the 
charges  in  the  prize  court  amounted   to 
51,0001, ;  and  beside  this,  the  charges  for^ 
agency  amounted  to  50,0001.  more*      Hi^ 
gallant  young  friend,  Captain  Davers,  wh(^ 
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wrote  this  account  but  a  few  hours  before 
he  expired,   stated    further,  that?  he  had 
been  for  a  series  of  8  years  endeavouring 
to  obtain  justice  and  the   payment  of  the 
prize  money  due  to  himself  and  his  gal- 
lant ship's  companies,  but  in  vain.     Was 
this,  he  wouM  ask,   to   be  tolerated  to- 
wards that  loyal  and  gallant  class  of  men 
who   composed    the    British    navy ;    and 
whose   bravery   and   endurance  of  every 
danger  and   hardship  were  so  cheerfully 
and  indefatigably  exerted  in  the  cause  of 
the  country  ?  or  was  it  a  case  that  should  I 
admit  of  delay,  or  be   preceded  by  any 
other  object  for  parliamentary  considera- 
tion?   It  was  a  question  of  public  jus- 
tice, and  not  of  party,  and  therefore  he 
taw  the  less  pretence  for  postponing  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  and  must  sin- 
cerely regret  it.     The  hon.  bart.  stated 
also  another  instance,  where  a  frigate  off 
Ireland  had  taken   12  fishing  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  valued  at  12001.  in 
recovering  which,  expences  had  been  in- 
curred to  the  amount  of  5701.  which  was 
more  than  one  half  of  the  original  sum. 
The  complaints,  he  said,  on  this  subject 
had  not  been  taken  up  lightly,  and  there- 
fore deserved   a  serious  hearing.     If  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  any  se- 
rious intention  of  bringing  in  a  bill  of  the 
same  nature  early  next  session,  he  had  no 
objection   that  this  bill   should   be   now 
dropped.     But   unless  something  equally 
efficient  should  be  substituted  in  its  place, 
he  would  consider  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
any  delay. 

Mr.  fV.  Dickenson  assured  the  house, 
that  a  measure  of  a  similar  tendency  would 
be  submitted  early  next  session.  A  bill, 
he  said,  when  wrong  in  its  outset,  was  not 
so  easily  corrected  afterwards.  The  bill 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, would  be  found  better  adapted  to 
remedy  the  evils  complained  of. 

Sir  fV,  Elf  or  d  dishked  the  present  bill, 
because  it  was  formed  upon  the  illiberal 
and  unjust  principle  of  supposing  all  man. 
kind  thieves  and  robbers,  and  guarding 
against  them  as  such.  He  would  not  deny, 
that  in  almost  every  class  of  society,  indi- 
viduals might  be  found,  whose  conduct 
and  principles  were  disgraceful  to  the  rank 
they  filled;  this  might  be  the  case  vrith 
respect  to  the  prize  agents,  and  even  with 
respect  to  commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  but  was  it  therefore  to  be  contend- 
■  ed,  that  all  were  equally  bad,  and  equally 
obnoxiQUS  to  suspicion  and  severity  ?  Ano- 


ther principle  for  •  which  he  disliked  the 
bill  was,  that  it  went  directly  to  take  away 
from  four-fifths  of  the  classes  of  men  on 
board  ships  of  war,  the  right  of  appointing 
their  own  agents,  and  this  for  a  reason  that 
was  pretty  obvious. 

Mr.  Francis  observed,  that  every  mea- 
sure of  regulation  supposed  abuse,  and 
that  abuses  were  supposed  to  exist  was 
notorious.  When  the  hon.  gent,  brought 
in  the  bill,  he  had  b^en  convinced  of  its  pro- 
priety by  his  arguments ;  but  he  confessed 
that  the  arguments  he  had  now  used  for  its 
delay  had  not  produced  the  same  convic- 
tion on  his  mind. 

Mr.  Jervis  explained  his  reason  to  have 
been  a  distinct  assurance  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  that  a  measure 
would  be  brought  forward  next  session  to 
meet  the  same  object. 

The  Advocate  General  said,  that  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  govt,  that  very  flagitious  frauds 
and  grievances  had  existed  in  the  West 
Indies,   as  stated   by  the  hon.  Admiral; 
but  it  was  not  to  be  concluded  that,  be- 
cause the  present  bill  was  withdrawn,  for 
the  motives  assigned  by  the  hon,  gent,  in 
order  to  the  introduction  of  another  bill 
for  similar  purposes  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion,   that  govt,  had  taken  no   steps  to 
check   the  mischiefs  complained  of:  the 
truth  was,  that  govt,  had  taken  the  most 
effectual  means  in  its  power,  by  lessening 
the  number  of  prize  courts,  limiting  the 
fees  payable  in  prize  courts,  obliging  the 
agents  to  pay  into  the  offices  of  govt,  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  prizes  sold  by  them ; 
and  thus  taking  out  of  their  hands  the 
temptation  to  protract  proceedings  which 
a  possession  of  the  money  was  apt  to  cre- 
ate.    Of  the  result  of  those  measures  he 
hoped  there  would  be  speedy  and  satis- 
factory accounts ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  12  fishing  boats,,  stated 
by  the  hon.  Admiral,  it  did  happen,  that 
a  copy  of  that  very  document  was  some 
days  since  l^id  before  the  principal  judge 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  for  his  considera- 
tion;   and  that  learned  judge,    and   not 
parliament,  in  the  first  instance,  was  the 
proper  source  whither  to  resort  for  redress, 
which,   he    was    confident,    that  learned 
judge  would  be  ready  to  grant,  if  just ; 
but  which,  if  he  refused,  there  would  then 
be  time  enough  to  appeal  to  parliamentary 
authority.     He  himself  could,  however^ 
tell  the  hon,  admiral,  that  the  only  fee 
cliarged  in  that  court  on  condemnation  of 
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those  boats,  was  6  guineas  each,  and  that 
the  remainder  of  the  expences  were  in- 
curred at  out-ports,  and  by  expence  of 
prize  keepers,  as  well  as  by  separate  pro- 
ceedings by  different  owners,  which  could 
not  occur  if  those  vessels  had  been  one 
capture,  and  not  different  ones,  at  differ- 
t^nt  times  and  places,  under  which  circum- 
stances liie  expences  incurred  were  as  great 
as  if  they  had  been  12  Indiamen. 
'  Mr.  Burroughs  stated,  that  similar  com- 
plaints existed  with  respect  to  prizes  cap- 
tured in  the  East  Indies;  remonstrances 
tipon  which  subject  he  knew  had  been  long 
since  submitted  to  govt. ;  lie  wi&hed  there- 
fore to  ask,  whether  any  instructions  had 
been  sent  out  on  the  subject  ? 

Lord  Castkrcagkx  said,  that  from  the 
complete  annihilation  of  the  enemy's 
commerce  in  the  Indian  seas,  there  could 
be  little  apprehension  of  inconvenience 
arising  to  our  ships  from  any  captures  to 
be  made  there.  This  answer,  however,  he 
admitted,  was  nothing  to  the  purpose;  but 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  member,  that  the 
India  Company  had  the  matter  in  contem- 
f)lation,  and  though  no  instructions  were 
yet  sent  out,  they  would  speedily  be  for- 
warded,— After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Dent,  tlie  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to, 

[Slave  Trade.] — ^The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 

Sir  jr.  Youvg  rose  and  said,  that  hd 
■could  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  this  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
the  last  opportunity  he  should  ever  have 
of  delivering  his  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
He  should,  however,  avoid  going  into 
particulars,  and  con  tine  himself  to  the  ge- 
neral principle.  It  was  not  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  but  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
continent,  that  slavery  existed;  conse- 
quently it  could  not  have  arisen  from  the 
trade  that  was  now  proposed  to  be  abo- 
lished. Abstract  principles  could  not  be 
narrowed  to  individual  cases,  they  must 
extend  to  all;  and  it  would  be  unjust  in 
attending  to  the  rights  of  one  party,  to 
violate  the  rights  of  another.  If  this  bill 
were  to  pass,  the  trade  would  be  carried 
on  by  other  nations,  and  the  miserable 
slaves  would  therefore  be  again  exposed 
.to  all  the  miseries  from  which  the  wise 
and  humane  regulations  under  which  the 
trade  had  been  conducted  by  British  mer- 
chants had  relieved  them.  The  hon,  hart, 
argued,  that  the  consequences  of.  the  mea- 
sure would  be  the  depopulation  and  deso- 


lation of  West  India  estates.  He  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  by  referring  to  the 
various  insurrections  that  had  taken  place 
within  his  own  knowledge,  that  the  newly 
imported  negroes  had  not  been  the  origi- 
nal movers,  but  that  they  had  been  insti- 
gated by  the  old  domestic  and  confidential 
slaves.  The  hon.  bart.  concluded  by  stat- 
ing, that  the  operation  of  the  bill  would 
cause  a  depreciation  of  West  India  property 
to  the  amount  of  millions  beyond  all  com- 
gensation. 

Mr.  Francis  animadverted  on  the  despe- 
rate resource  to  which  the  adversaries  of 
the  bill  were  now  driven,  in  supposing  that, 
they  could  push  its  advocates   to  an  ex- 
treme conclusion  from  the  principle  upon 
which  they  rested  their  arguments      Those 
gent,   argued,    that    the    abolition  of  this 
odious   trallic  must  necessarily  lead  to  a 
proposition  for  emancipating  the  slaves  in 
the  colonies,  but  this   by  no  means  fol- 
lowed,   for   although   the  one  was  quite 
within  the  reach  of  our  power  to  accom- 
plish, the  other  might   be   found   neither 
safe,    prudent,    nor   practicable.      Much, 
had  been  said  as  to  the  propriety  of  con- 
sulting the    legislatures  of    the    different 
islands,  as  to  the  means  of  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  negroes,  and  the  ad- 
vantage likely  to  be  derived  from  their  co-» 
operation ;  but  as  a  specimen  of  what  de- 
gree of  hope  could  be  entertained  on  that 
head,  and  the  dispositions  of  these  assem- 
blies  towards  humanity   and  justice,  the 
hon.  member  took  occasion   to  read  the 
following  extract  of  a   letter   from  Lord 
Seaforth  to  Lord  Ilobart,  dated  Barbadoes, 
March  18,    1802.—"  Your    lordship    will 
observe,  in  the  last  day's  proceedings    of 
the   assembly,    that  the   majority  of  the 
house  bad   t  iken  considerable  offence   at 
a  message  of  mine,  recommending  an  act 
to  be  passed  to  make  the  murder  of  a  slave 
felony.      (At  present,    the  fine   for    tliat 
crime  is  only  I5l.   currency,  or   111.    4s. 
sterhng.)      The   treasurer   proposed,    and 
the  Attorney  General  seconded  a  motion, 
to   take  the   message   into  consideration. 
The  question  was  put  and  carried  in  the 
negative.     The  message  sent  to  the  a.ssem- 
bly  was  founded  on  orders  and  instruc- 
tion§  from  his  Majesty,  communicated  by 
the  sec.  of  state,   and  originally  derived 
from  addresses  or  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Commons.    The  assembly  refused  evea 
to  take  it  into  consideration.     No  answer 
to  it  appears  to  have  been  sent,  bat  one 
of  the  members  proposed,   that  a    mo- 
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derate  and  respectful  answer  might  be 
prepared,  but  calculated  to  repel  insult, 
uud  to  evince  tliat  the  house  understood 
its  interests,  and  asserted  its  right*/' — 
The  hon.  member  appealed  to  the  candour 
Qf  the  house,  whether  any  assistance  in  a 
benevolent  work  could  be  looked  for  from 
such  men  ? 

^Ir.  Dickenson f  jun.  thought,  that  infi- 
iiitc  mischiefs  would  result  from  an  at- 
tempt to  legislate  at  this  distance  for  a 
tropical  climate,  and  people  whose  man- 
ners we  were  so  little  acquainted  with. 
He  stated,  that  Lord  Balcarras  was  ready 
to  prove  at  tlie  bar,  that  the  negroes  did 
not  distinguish  between  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  and  their  immediate  eman- 
cipation. At  the  present  time,  there  were 
7000  French  prisoners  on  the  island,  be- 
sides a  great  number  in  prison  ships,  many 
of  whom  used  every  exertion,  and  found 
opportunities  to  foment  discontents  in  the 
minds  of  the  negroes.  He  also  thought  it 
right  to  state,  that  there  were  a  number 
of  Moravian  missionaries  in  the  island, 
many  of  whom  endeavoured  to  impress 
most  forcibly  this  principle  of  the  Scri;»- 
tures,  that  all  men  were  alike  God's  crea- 
tures, and  that  the  last  should  be  first, 
and  the  first  last.  In  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica tliere  were  but  8000  European 
troops,  and  10,000  militia,  of  which  only 
one-eighth  was  white.  In  such  a  state  of 
military  force,  with  the  example  of  St. 
Domingo  so  near,  it  was  most  dangerous 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  negroes.  The 
principle  of  good  intentions  might  be 
pleaded  in  excuse  of  those  who  were  so 
active  in  promoting  a  measure  likely  to 
produce  so  much  mischief;  but  good  in- 
tentions were  given  as  the  ground  of  all 
the  Roman  Catholic  persecutions;  the  bi- 
gots meant  to  save  the  souls  of  those  they 
burnt,  and  to  prevent  their  descendants 
from  being  parties.  i 

Mr.  Barhain  spoke  in  vindication  of  the 
missionaries.  Not  fewer  than  10,000  ne- 
groes had  been  converted  in  the  island  of 
Antigua,  and  their  tempers  and  disposi- 
tions bad  been  thereby  rendered  so  much 
better,  that  they  were  entitled  to  an  in- 
creased value  of  lOl.  It  was  not  a  fact, 
that  the  planters  in  Jamaica  v^ished  to 
supply  the  places  of  negroes  who  died  in 
their  service  by  importation >  rather  than 
by  encouraging  the  population.  He  stated 
the  claim  for  compensation  which  would 
be  made  by  those  who  might  become  suf- 
ferers by  the  abolition.     Where  persons 
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had  purchased  lands  from  the  crown,  and 
had  been  induced  to  pay  a  high  price  for 
them,  it  was  surely  reasonable  that  they 
should  be  compensated.  Tlie  hon.  gent, 
tlien  proceeded  to  state  several  cases 
where  it  consisted  with  his  knowledge  that 
persons  would  be  totally  ruined.  lie  had 
voted  for  the  bill  in  its  former  stages,  but  he 
now  thought,  that  unless  some  clause  was 
introduced  into  it  relative  to  indemnifica- 
tion, it  would  be  prudent  in  him  to  re- 
tract. He  tliought,  that  many  claims 
could  be  made  out,  which  would  not  be 
difficult  to  settle.  If  all  persons  were  per- 
mitted to  surrender  to  the  crown  such 
lands  as  they  had  not  means  to  cultivatCi 
the  whole  cases  might  be  met,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  a  great  proportion  of  lands 
so  abandoned.  Such  lands  might  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  re-sold 
gradually  as  the  population  increased, 
lie  would  therefore  earnestly  request,  that 
a  clause  should  be  introduced,  recognizing 
the  principles  of  compensation,  so  that 
some  other  bill  might  be  afterwards  pro- 
posed to  settle  all  existing  claims. 

The  Chancellor  of'  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  had  uniformly  admitted,  that  if  the 
house  should  come  to  the  resolution  of 
abolishing  the  trade,  he  would  be  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  atFord  every  degree  of 
compensation  in  all  cases  where  a  fair  and 
proper  claim  could  be  made  out.  If  it 
had  been  practicable  for  him  to  have  laid 
his  Majesty's  recommendation  on  that 
subject  before  the  house,  nothing  would 
have  prevented  him  from  doing  so.  lie, 
however,  thought  it  at  prese^nt  most  expe- 
dient to  discourage  the  introduction  of  a 
general,  vague,  and  unlimited  clause  of 
compensation.  He  would  resist  tlie  pro- 
position, that  all  persons  who  had  ever 
been  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  were  to 
be  indemnified,  accordmg  to  their  own 
vague  calculations  of  how  much  their 
wealth  might  be  supposed  to  be  injured. 
He  was  happy  to  hear  it  said  by  an  hon. 
gent,  opposite,  that  the  abolition  could  be 
effected  without  the  danger,  of  ruining  in- 
dividuals, and  that,  were  proper  measures 
to  be  adopted,  compensation  would  not 
become  very  burdensome  to  the  state* 
The  magnitude  of  the  compensation  would 
never  det^r  him  from  doing  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  accomplish  the  desirable  end* 
Persons  who  have  bargained  for  their  pro- 
perty with  the  public,  and  who  have  not 
yet  paid  for  it,  would,  he  thought,  be  en- 
titled either  to  restore  their  lands,  or  get 
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compensation.     If  there  should  be  found 
any  grants  of  great  antiquity,  and  where 
no  steps  had  been  taken  to  procure  a  set- 
tlement  of  those   grants,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  a  just  act  of  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  the  crown  to  withholdconipentsa- 
tion.     The  plan,   however,  would   neces- 
sarily require  some  fair  mode  of  valuaiion 
to  be  adopted,  and  to  recognize,  genenjly, 
the  principle  of  it  in   the   biil»  would  be 
to   put   tlie    matter  out  of  the  liands  of 
parliament  without  a  proper  investigation, 
\vhich  might  be  attended  with  dangerous 
consequences. 

Mr.  Fulkr  stated,  that  the  increase  of 
the  negroes  was  encouraged  by  the  masters, 
but  was  impeded  by  causes  existing  among 
the  negroes,  one  of  which  was,  that  when 
pregnant  females  were  exempted  from  la- 
bour by  their  masters,  they  carried  heavy 
burdens  for  their  own  benefit:  another 
cause  was  the  unrestrained  intercourse  be- 
tween the  sexes.  The  affair  alluded  to  in 
Barbadoes  arose  from  a  disagreement  be- 
tween the  assembly  and  the  govt,  and  an 
unwillingness  in  the  assembly  to  allow 
themselves  to  be  dictated  to.  The  eman- 
cipation had  destroyed  St,  Domingo.  The 
principle  of  compensation  was  just  and 
necessary.  There  would  be  a  great  fall- 
ing off,  particularly  in  the  estates  lately 
settled. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  great  good  had  been 
derived  from  the  various  discussions  of  the 
question,  because  the  situation  of  the 
slaves  had  been  considerably  improved  by 
tie  enquiries  which  had  thereby  been  made 
into  their  actual  situation.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  that  the  measure  which  had  been  sug- 
gested by  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
'the  assembly  of  Barbadoes,  Ixad  been  so 
rejected  as  was  stated  by  an  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite, because  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
murder  of  a  slave  should  not  be  punished 
with  death  in  a  similar  manner  as  the 
•murder  of  any  other  individual.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies 
would  not  discover  the  difference  betwixt 
emancipation  and  abolition.  Those  who 
'suffered  by  such  measures  would,  no  doubt, 
be  entitled  to  ample  indemnification,  for 
we  tiad  no  right  whatever  to  be  humane  at 
the  *x pence  of  others.  He  conc^ed  that 
•any  proprietor  of  lands  in  the  West  In- 
dies, who  was  at  all  affected  by  this  bill, 
had  a  right  to  that  indemnification,  and 
tbat  it  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  those 
alone  who  had  recently  purchased  the  lands 
of  the  crown.    Immediately  after  the  re- 


storation, Charles  II.  granted  a  charter  to 
the  African  company,    allowing  them  to 
send  so  the  West  Indies  a  certain  number 
of  negroes  every  year,  and  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  that   charter,   that  a  colony 
was  planted  in  Barbadoes.     Various  acts 
were  soon   alter   passed,   recognisfing  the 
trade,  which  was  acknowledged  to  be  venr 
advantageous.     These  had  been  ever  since 
continued,  and  were  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies,  in 
the  West  Indies.     Under  thv^  faith,   there- 
fore of  these  laws,  plantations  had  been 
settled,  and  lands  had  been  purchased  dur- 
ing a  whole  century,  and  it  would  be  the 
height  of  injustice  to  deprive  those  persons 
of  their   property.      However   important 
th^  objection  of  the  want  of  necessary  pro- 
visions as  to  indenmification,  might  be,  he 
had  still  others  to  urge  which  would  lead 
him  to  oppose  it.     'i'he    natural   expecta- 
tion of  the  negroes  would  be,  that  their  ' 
situation  was  to  be  amehorated,  and  not 
be  made  worse,  which  would  lead  them  to 
assimilate  abolition  to  emancipation.    He, 
indeed,  believed,   that  the  planters  had 
used  the  slaves  better  of  late,  and  that  the 
reports  as  to  cruelties,  were  perfectly  un- 
founded.    He  was  desired  by  a  noble  lord 
(Balcan-as)  to  state,  that  it  consisted  with 
his  knowledge,  that  the  negroes  in  Jamaica 
were  extremely  alive  as  to  what  was  going 
forward,  and  that  they  made  no  alteration 
in  the  meaning  of  the  words  abolition  and 
emancipation.     He  feared,  that  if  3  or  400 
negroes  were  to  fly  from  their  masters  and 
get  into   the  woods,   the  whole  military 
force  of  the  island  would  not  be  uble  to 
subdue  them.     It  was  therefore  necessary 
the  house  should  be'  cautious  in  what  they 
did  in  that  respect,  for  he  believed,  in  his 
conscience,    that    if  the  act  should    now 
pass,  there  would  not,  in  the  space  of  3 
years,  be  a  white  person  left  alive  in  any 
of  the  islands.     The  bill,  he  said,  went  to 
effect  an  immediate  abolition.     He  wished 
to   know  wfiat  was  expectetJ  by  the  sup- 
porters of  it,  to  become  of  the  great  num- 
bers of  negroes  that  would  be  on  the  coast, 
waiting  to  supply  the  next  ships  that  were 
expected  out  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  trade  as  usual.      Many  of  these 
slaves  were  brought  by  the  dealers  from   a 
great  distance  in  the  interior  parts  of  Af- 
rica.    Did  the  hon.  gent,  who  supported 
this  bill  suppose  that  the  slave  dealers  or 
merchants  in  that  country  would  marcli 
these  poor  creatures  back  to  the  different 
places  where  they  were  born;  or  had  been. 
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brought,  and  deliver  them  again  to  their 
parents  or  relatives  ?  If  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  feared  they  would  be  murdered, 
as  the  easiest  way  oi  geiting  rid  of  them, 
when  there  was  no  longer  any  market  or 
means  of  disposing  of  them.  But  it  had 
been  said,  wa  liad  a  colony  there.  He 
had  read  the  account  of  Capt.  Holloway, 
who  had  been  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  all  the  inforniatidn  he  could  on 
the  subject ;  and  from  .this  account  it  ap- 
appeared,  that  the  only  convert  made  by 
the  Sierra  Leona  company,  was  a  man 
called  Dally  Morda,  and  he  lived  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  was  a  shive  mer- 
chant ;  so  that  the  company  sent  out  to 
civilize  the  people,  have  furnished  slave 
merchants  for  their  own  servants,  Tlie 
civil  expences  of  the  colony  were  10,0001. 
p.  year,  and  the  military  40001.  and  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  settlements  toge* 
ther  on  that  coast,  weri^  only  13,900L  an- 
nually. 

;  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  here 
called  his  right  hon.  friend  to  order,  as 
speaking  upon  a  subject  of  calculation  and 
^gures,  which  did.  not  properly  belong  to 
this  stage  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  with  every  deference 
to  his  right  hon.  friendi  he  conceived  he 
was  strictly  in  order.  He  waited,  how- 
ever, for  the  Speaker's  judgment — The 
Speaker  nodded,  and  Mr.  Rose  proceeded 
to  state,  that  if  we  abolished  this  trade,  it 
would  be  taken  up  by  other  nations.  lie 
had  himself  seen  letters  and  papers,  which 
shewed  that  large  oifers  had  been  made  by 
the  Spaniards  to  the  merchants  of  Liver- 
pool, to  furnish  them  with  slaves.  Some, 
of  these  contracts  were  for  15,000,  some 
for  8000,  and  other  numbers.  If  the  trade 
is  abolished,  it  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  these  traders  of  Liverpool,  for  they  will 
then  be  able  to  carry  for  the  ^Spaniards  6'00 
slaves  in  the  same  shij^,  by -which,  accord- 
ing to  our  regulations,  they  could  only  carry 
400.  So  much  for  the  humanity  of  the 
me;asore !  He  deplored  the  question  having 
been  agitated ;  but  as  it  had  been  so,  he 
must  give  it  as  his  sentiment  that  the  abo- 
,  lition  will  be  attended  with  great  cruelties 
and  massacres,  and  with  effects  similar  to 
what  had  occurred  in  St.  Domingo. 

Mr. -tr.TAom/ow  explained,  that  the  fai- 
lure of  success  on  the  part  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  company  was  no  argument  against 
the  establishment.  This  failure,  he  said, 
^r6se  from  causes  of  an  accidental  nature, 
f^d  QOt  ^t  all  connected  with  the  general 


principles  on  which  the  society  was  found- 
ed, lie  did  sanguinely  look  forward  to 
the  influence  of  the  bill,  as  laying  th4 
surest  foundation  for  civilizing  the  inJiabit^ 
ants  of  Africa.  Till  the  abominable  trade 
which  the  bill  went  to  extinguish  was  abo- 
lished, it  was  impossible  for  any  exertions, 
however  beiievolent,  wholly  to  succeed  in 
accomplishing  this  most  desirable  object. 
He  was  convmced  that  it  was  a  measure 
equally  founded  on  the  most  enlarged 
views  of  policy,  humanity,  and  justice; 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  the  house 
would  consult  at  once  their  duty  and  their 
honour  by  its  impaediate  adoption. 

Mr.  IK  Smith  said,  he  denied  that  the 
bill  was  at  all  pregnant  with  the  dangers 
some  hon.  gent,  described;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  argued,  that  nothing  bwt  the 
infimediate  prohibition  pf  the  importation 
of.  fresh  negroesi,  ^1  most  prone  to  insur- 
rection, could  givjB  us  a  chance  of  retain- 
ing in  peaceable  possession  our  West  Indj^ 
colonies.  He  exposed  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  idea  of  the  trade  passing  to  other 
countries.  There  was  every  reason  to  e?^-* 
pect  that,  at  the  expiration  of  4  years,  \i 
would  be  absolutely  prohibited  in  Ame- 
rica. At  all  events,  he  maintained,  that 
the  idea  of  this  taking  place  was  no  argu- 
ment against  our  discontinuing  a  traffic  at 
once  inhuman,  impolitic,  and  groasljr  un- 
just. 

Mr.Addington  sincerely  belie ved,that.the 
condition  of  the  blacks  would  be  rendered 
yet  more  lamentable  by  the  operation  of 
this  bill.  He  was  a  warm  advocate  for 
tlie  abolition  of  the  slave  trade ;  and  bad 
the  motion  been  for  the  consideration  of 
the  most  effectual  means  to  abolish  it, 
and  not  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  it 
would  have  received  his  c«irdial  support. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  had  given  no- 
tice of  a  proposition  for  this  express  pur- 
pose, but  the  political  chcmges  which  im- 
mediately followed  had  prevented  its  in- 
troduction into  that  house.  The  negroes 
would  not  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
the  abolition  proposed,  and  the  ertiancipa- 
tion  for  which  they  ardently  panted ;  and 
he  feared  the  most  alarming  and  fatal  con- 
sequences from  this  measure. 

Mr.  WUberforce  could  not  avoid  being 
surprised  at  a  direct  opposition  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  when,  by  a  strange  incon- 
sistency, he  professed  himself  friendly  to 
the  general  object  of  the  bill.  He  said, 
non  meus  est  hie  sermo  ;  for  the  language 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  considered  as 
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inimical  to  the  abolition  by  those  hon. 
gent,  who  were  most  hostile  to  it,  and  his 
speech,  in  consequence,  had  attracted 
from  them  every  exterior  mark  of  appro- 
bation. Since  the  proposal  op  this  im- 
portant subject  had  been  made,  3iO,190 
victims  had  been  dragged  from  their  na- 
tive homes  to  West  India  bondage;  of 
which  132,000  had  been  imported  into 
Jamaica.  He  concluded  with  a  general 
examination  of  the  few  new  topics  of  ar- 
gument which  had  beenj  adduced,  and 
trusted  the  bill  to  the  honour  and  huma- 
nity  of  the  house. 

iMr.  Dent  contended,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  efforts  made  to  extend  the 
population,  that  a  farther  purchase  of  ne- 
groes would  be  necessary  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  plantations,  as  they  were  now 
circumstanced.  Even  the  governor  -  of 
Jamaica  was  known  to  have  purchased 
400  or  more  negroes  at  a  time,  to  recruit 
his  stock. -^The  house  then  divided  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  when  tlie  num- 
bers were.  Ayes,  69,  Noes,  33;  Majo- 
rity, S^.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 
Thursday^  June  28. 

[Minutes.] — In  a  committee  of  pri- 
vileges, their  lordships  resumed  the  far- 
tiier  hearing  of  counsel  and  evidence  re- 
jecting the  claim  of  Sir  C,  Bishop,  bart. 
to  the  barony  of  Zouche.  Having  made 
some  progress,  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  case  was  adjourned  until  the  first 
Tuesday  in  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
r— The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded 
in  their  respective  stages.*- A  few  private 
and  return  bills  were  brought  up  from 
the  Commons,  and  were  severally  read  a 
first  time. 

[Slave  T|iade.]  —  Mr.  Wilberforcc, 
attended  by  tlie  Attorney  General,  and 
several  other  members,  brought  up  tire  bill 
for  the  Abolition  of  the. Slave  Trade  for  a 
limited  time.  The  bill  was  read  a  first 
time,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham. 

Lord  Hwwkesbvry  wislied  to  address  a 
.few  words  to  their  lordships,  without 
meaning  to  occupy  iny  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  time.  His  sentiments  re- 
specting the  measure  proposed  to  be  car- 
lied  into  effect  by  the  bill  which  had.  been 
^ust  introduced,  were  already  known,  He 
had  opposed  the  principle  of  abolition  when 
\\  wp,s  Jast  brought  fcfwarc},  aqd  all  th? 


reflections  he  had  «ince  been  able  to  give 
the   subject,  tended  only  to  confirm  the  . 
opinions  he  then  .entertained.    He  did  not 
rise  to  debate  the  bill  in  the  present  stage 
of  it,  but  it  was  his  intention,  when  the 
second  reading  ghould  be  moved,  to  move, 
that   in  place  of  the  word  "  now,"  the 
words  "  this  day  three  months'*  should  be 
substituted.      Considering   the   important 
nature  of  the  bill,  and  the  variety  of  in^ 
tercets  that  were  likely  to  be  affected  by 
it,  and  that  every  individual  likely  to  be 
aggrieved  by  it  was  entitled  to  be  heard 
at  their  lordships'  bar,  he  saw  but  little 
probability  of  their  being  able  to  make 
any  considerable   progress   with  the  bill 
during  the  present  session.     Indeed,  he 
thought  the  proposers  and  friends  of  the 
measure  were  not  quite  free  from  blame 
in  bringing  it  forward  so  late  in  the  ses-i 
sion.     He  was  aware  that  bills  of  the  ut- 
most importance  had  been  often  passed  ii^ 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  but  then  they 
were  bills  not  involving  such  complicate4 
interests  as  the  present  one.     Their  lord^ 
ships  could  perceive,  by  referring  to  the 
printed  votes  of  the  other  house,  that  the 
leave  to  bring  in  this  bill   had  not  been 
given  until  so  late  a  day  as  the  30th  of 
May,    and   they   were   now  called   upon, 
within  4  weeks,  to  proceed  with  it,  in  the 
hopes  of  having  it  passed  in  the  present 
session.     His  lordship  put  it  to  the  can- 
dour of  noble  lords,  whether  they  would, 
under    these    circumstances,     concur    in 
prc'ssing  the  bill  forward.     He  was   per- 
suaded that  they  could  not,  consistent  with 
that  spirit  of  justice  by  which  their  pro- 
ceedings were  always  governed,  and  parti-r 
cularly  where  the  interests  of  a  variety  of 
persons  were  involved.     His  lords>hip  con- 
cluded with  moving,  that  the  bill  should 
be  printed,   and  gave  notice,  that  on   the 
second  reading  he  should  move  t!ie  amend* 
ment  he  proposed  at  the  commencement 
of  his  speech. 

Earf  Stanhope  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
noble  «ec.  of  state  had  altered  his  inten- 
tion, and  that,  instead  of  making  the  mo- 
tion now  that  he  mentioned,  he  had  thought 
it  advisable  to  defer  it  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  He  professed  himself 
a  warm  friend  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  that  horrid  and  im- 
pious trafiic,  equally  subversive  of  the 
duties  of  religion  and.  the  rights  of  men. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  bill  should  not 
be  passed  this  session.  If  the  person^ 
whQ  w^re  interested  i^  the  G9^tinua\ic^  pf 
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this  system  of  fraad  and  depredation, 
which  dishonoured  the  name  of  commerce, 
nought  to  perpetuate  it,  by  presenting  pe- 
titions, and  tendering  evidence  at  their 
lordships'  bar,  he,  although  he  stood  sin- 
gle, would  think  he  but  badly  discharged 
his  duty  to  his  Creator,  and  to  his  coun- 
try, if  he  did  not  resist  the  hearing  of 
such  evidence,  and  the  receiving  of  such 
petitions.  Where  "a  transaction  was  inno- 
cent in  its  nature,  the  person  who  had 
an  interest  liable  to  be  affected  by  any 
alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  such 
transaction,  had  a  right  to  be  heard  in 
defence  of  such  interest.  But  if  a  per- 
son presented  a  petition  for  liberty  to 
continue  in  the  practice  of  a  crime  from 
which  he  derived  emolument,  he  would 
not  make  a  mockery  of  justice,  by  con- 
senting to  hear  that  man.  When  the  pro- 
per period  should  arrive  for  debating  the 
bill,  and  coming  to  a  decision  on  it,  he 
would  be  ready  to  support  it  both  by  vote 
and  argument. 

Lord  Harrouby  conceived,  that  his  no- 
blft  friend  had  been  misunderstood  by  the 
noble  Earl :  he  did  not  understand  him 
to  have  said  that  he  had  come  down  with 
the  intention  of  moving  that  the  bill  should 
be  postponed  for  3  months.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  have  been  a  surprize  upon 
their  lordsliips,  which  he  knew  his  noble 
friend  to  be  incapable  of;  but  he  under- 
stood him  to  have  given  notice,  that  such 
would  be  the  nature  of  the  amendment  he 
should  propose  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill.  His  lordship  had  been  always 
friendly  to  the  abolition,  and  he  certauily 
should  support  it,  whenever  it  was  brought 
forward ;  but  he  was  apprehensive  it  had 
been  introduced  too  late  in  tlie  session,  to 
•aiford  reasonable  grounds  oi  expectation 
that  it  could  be  passed  before  the  rising  of 
parliamentt  He  thought  some  blame  was 
imputable  to  those  who  introduced  it,  for 
having  delayed  it  to  so  advanced  a  period 
of  the  session.  He  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  pressed  through  the  house,  keep- 
ing in  view  that  rigid  impartiality  which  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  practice  of  their  lord- 
ships to  observe,  whenever  the  fortunes  of 
individuals  were  concerned. 

Lord  Grenville  would  not  now  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  take  that  op. 
portunity  of  declaring,  that  he  now  was, 
and  always  had  been,  a  decided  friend  to 
the  Hbolition  of  the  Slave  trade,  He  would 
jioi  trouble  their  Lordships  with  the  rea- 
ipns  upon  \vhich  he  grounded  the  opinion 


which  he  had  entertained  for  the  la^ 
10  or  12  years,  of  the  impolicy,  the  inju« 
tice,  and  the  criminality  of  that  tradi 
With  the  immense  mass  of  evidence  lay  in 
on  their  lordships'  table,  and  the  raanm 
in  which  that  question  had  been  sifted  an 
scrutinized  in  all  its  bearings  and  relation: 
during  the  ten  years  it  had  been  before  pai 
liament  and  the  public,  he  could  see  n 
necessity  for  wasting  their  lordships'  tim< 
by  receiving  additional  evidence  at  tL 
bar.  The  gent,  interested  in  this  tra(li< 
seemed  to  depend  more  upon  the  lengt 
than  the  strength  of  their  case.  The 
object  appeared  to  be  to  carry  their  poii 
by  fatiguing  and  wearing  out  the  patienc 
of  their  lordships.  .  As  he  had  no  means  { 
ascertaining  when  it  was  intended  that  pa; 
liament  should  rise,  he  could  not  say  whi 
ther  there  was  sufficient  time  to  get  throu| 
the  bill  in  the  present  session.  For  bin 
self,  his  mind  had  long  been  made  up  c 
the  subject,  and  he  was  willing  to  come  I 
vote  on  it  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  di 
termination  to  hear  evidence,  should  tl 
house  adopt  that  mode  of  proceeding,  w; 
supposed  to  proceed  from  any  previoi 
understanding,  or  presumed  recognition  • 
that  right,  he,  for  one,  begged  leave  1 
protest  against  it. 

Lord  Harrowbj/  was  apprehensive  th 
his  noble  friend  did  not  fully  comprehei 
what  he  had  said.  He  did  not  mean 
say  that  he  was  disposed  to  countenan 
the  idea  of  procrastinating  the  importa 
measuie  before  the  house.  Although  oth 
noble  lords  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to  he 
counsel,  and  receive  evidence  on  the  pa 
of  persons  interested,  he  had  no  occasi< 
for  the  benefit  of  such  lights,  for  his  mil 
had  long  been  convinced  uf  the  impoli 
and  the  injustice  of  the  trade,  and  i 
would  vote  for  the  abolition  of  it  whenev 
it  should  be  brought  forward. 

The  Bishop  oiSt,  Asaph  considered  a; 
discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  bill 
premature  in  the  present  stage  of 
Whenever  it  should  regularly  come  bcfc 
their  lordships,  he  would  be  prepared 
argue  in  favour  of  the  abolition.  T 
question  now  was,  whether  the  bill  shou 
be  printed,  and  to  that  he  did  not  concei 
there  could  be  any  objection. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  would  only  trc 
ble  their  lordships  with  a  few  words.  Sin 
a  very  early  period  of  his  life,  when 
was  in  another  line  of  profession,  whi 
he  kpew  not  why  he  had  no  longer  ei 
ployment  ini  be  b<ul  ocular  demon^trati 
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of  the  slate  ofslaveryi  as  it  was  called,  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  all  that  be  bad  seen 
convinced  him,  that  it  not  only  was  not  de. 
serving  of  the  imputations  that  had  been 
east  on  it,  but  that  the  abolition  of  it 
would  be  productive  of  extreme  danger 
and  mischief. 

Lord  Grenville  declared  his  intention  of 
attending  in  his  place,  whenever  the  2d 
yeadinc  of  the  bill  should  take  place,  and 
of  troubling  their  lordships  with  his  rea 
aons  for  supporting  it;  but  as  Tuesday 
would  be  rather  more  convenient  for  him 
than  Monday,  and  as  it  was  desirable  to 
have  as  full  an  attendance  aa  possible,  he 
trusted  the  noble  Sec.  of  State  would  con- 
stant to  fix  the  2d  reading  for  that  day. — 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  read  a  2d  time  on  Tuesday. — ^Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMlfOKS* 

Tkursdayy  June  28. 

[Minutes  ] — A  new  writ  was  ordered 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  for  the 
election  of  a  burgess  for  the  borough  of 
Monmouth,  in  the  room  of  Lord  C.  So- 
merset, who 'had  accepted  the  place  of 
Joint  Paymaster  of  his  Majesty's  Forces. — 
Sir  W.  Geary  presented  a  petition-  from 
certain  proprietors  of  hop  grounds  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  against  the  late  duty  on 
hops.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — A 
message  from  the  Lords  informed  the  house 
that  their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Eng- 
lish Additional  Force  bill,  without  any 
amendment,  and  had  passed  a  bill  for 
dissolving  the  marriage  of  R.  Tighe,  Esq. 
Sn  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of 
the  house. — Mr.  Rose  moved  the  3d  read. 
Jng  of  the  Liverpool  Prize  Goods  bill. 
Mr.  Plummer  attended  as  counsel  for  cef- 
tain  Merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  pe- 
titioners against  the  bill,  and  urged  a  num- 
ber of  arguments  against  passing  the  bill 
into  a  law.  Mr.  Rose  briefly  replied  to 
the  arguments  of  the  learned  gent,  after  he 
had  withdrawn  ;  and  the  bill  was  then  read 
a  3d  time,  and  passed  without  farther  op- 
position.— ^The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer proposed,  with  the  permission  of  the 
house,  to  defer  his  notice  of  a  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  Civil  List  and  the  stamp  duties, 
which  stood  for  to-morrow,  in  the  com- 
mittee of  Supply  to  Monday  next ;  and 
as  he  was  on  his  legs,  he  availed  hipiself 
of  ihe  opportunity  of  stating,  that,  as  the 
greater  part  of  the  private  business  had 
lieeu  Lii-eady  go|ie  thropgh,  l^e  proposed  to 


Ipcoceed  with  the  public  business  in  future, 
as  soon  after  four  o'clock  as  possible.— 
Mr.  Corry  moved,  that  there  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  house  an  account  of  the  cash  ba- 
lances in  the  hands  of  the  Collectors  of 
Customs  and  Excise  respectively  in  Ire- 
land, on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  together 
with  the  amount  thereof  remaining  in  their 
hands  on  the  14th  of  Jan t  following,  as 
certified  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Revenue  to 
the  Treasury  of  Ireland.  Ordered. — Mr, 
Smith,  from  the  Treasury  in  Ireland,  after^ 
wards  presented  the  account  at  the  bar, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corry,  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Corry  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should, 
on  Wednesday  next  submit  amotion  to  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  that  paper. — Mr. 
Princep  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  an  Account  of  the  annual  esti* 
mated  amount  of  costs  and  charges  on,  and 
the  sale  amount  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Sales  in  England,  from  the  1st 
of  March,  1799,  to  the  1st  of  March, 
1804,  distinguishing  East  India  from  China 
goods.  Ordered. — ^'fbe  Foreign  Troops*  En- 
listment bill,  was  read  a  *i6  time,  to  be 
committed  to-morrow. — The  house  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Expiring  Laws.  Report  to  be 
received  to-morrow* — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Rose,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the 
election  of  a  burgess  in  the  room  of  the 
right  hon.  J.  C.  Villiers,  who  had  accepted 
the  place  of  Protho notary  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancas.. 
ter. — Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  his  Majesty's 
message,  for  granting  an  annuity  of  12001. 
to  Viscountess  Kilwarden,  &c.  to  com^ 
mence  from  the  23d  of  July  last.  The  re- 
solutions were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  order- 
ed pursuant  thereto.-— Mr.  W.  Dickensoa 
gave  notice,  that  he  should,  gn  Monday 
next,  move  the  additional  navy  estimates 
in  the  committee  of  supply.— The  Irish 
Customs  and  Excise  Duty  bill  was  read  a 
2d  time.  To  be  committed  to-morrow. — 
Mr.  Foster  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  inquire 
into  all  fees,  gratuities,  perquisites,  and 
emoluments  that  are  or  have  bieen  received 
in  the  public  offices  in  Ireland  to  be  therein 
mentioned,  to  examine  into  the  abuses 
existing  therein,  to  report  their  opinion  to 
the  house,  and  the  present  mode  of  col- 
lecti»g,  issuing,  and  accounting  for  the 
public  monies  in  Ireland.     Leave  given  ^ 
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of  William  Armstrong,  John  Fausset,  I 
Noble  Weir,  James  Frith,  Patrick  Dundas, 
Hugh  Dundas,  John  Fiddis,  William  Gray- 
don,  George  Sprotil,  John  Cooke,  George 
Moore,  and  James  Moore,  all  of  the 
county  of  Fermanagh,  was  presented  to 
the  house  by  Colonel  Cole,  and  read ; 
getting  forth,  "  that  the  petitioners  were 
sworn  upon  a  petit  jury  at  the  last  sum- 
mer assizes  held  at  Enniskillen,*in  and  for 
the  county  of  Fermanagh,  to  try  three 
persons  of  the  names  of  John  Fletcher, 
Hugh  Keys,  and  James  Sharpe,  for  the 
murder  of  one  Nicholas  Morris ;  and  that 
the  principal  witnesses  produced  on  the 
part  of  the  crown,  to  prove  the  said  crime 
against  the  persons  charged,  were  Cormick 
Maguire  and  James  M'Nab,  two  persons 
whose  characters  were  well  known  to  the 
petitioners,  and  to  most  of  the  persons  in 
their  neighbourhood  who  usually  compose 
the  petit  Jury ;  and  that  rewards  had  been 
offered  by  the  government  of  the  country, 
by  proclamation,  and  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county,  to  an  amount  of  nearly  8001. 
for  prosecuting  to  conviction  any  of  the 
persons  concenied  in  the  said  murder; 
notwithstanding  which,  several  months  had 
elapsed  before  any  information  was  given 
relative  thereto  by  the  said  M'Nab  and  Ma- 
guire, or  any  person  whatsoever ;  and  that 
the  said  M*Nab  and  Maguire,  induced  by  the 
said  reward  (as  the  petitioners  think^  they 
have  a  right  to  presume) ,  came  forward,  and 
made  examinations  against  the  persons 
aforesaid;  and,  on  the  said  trial,  on  which 
the  petitioners  were  the  jury,  proved  that 
tliey  were  in  a  field  at  some  distance  from 
the  place  where  the  murder  was  conraiitted, 
at  the  time  wh6n  the  same  was  perpetrated ; 
and  that  when  the  persons  who  perpetrated 
the  same  were  beating  and  battering  with 
sticks  and  stones  the  said  deceased  Nicholas 
Morris,  they,  the  said  witnesses,  had  heard 
the  deceased  call  upon  the  prisoners  (who 
were  so  tried  by  the  petitioners)  by  name, 
not  to  kill  him,  and  that  they  heard  other 
words  pass  from  the  deceased ;  but  neither 

^  they,  nor  any  witness  for  the  crown,  iden- 
tified the  prisoners  as  having  been  present, 
either  frOm  face  or  voice ;  and  that  it  ap- 
•  peared  to  the  petitioners,  that  none  of  the 
'said  prisohers  had  fled  for  or  on  account  of 
'the  said  murder  5  that  they  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  bail  at  the  preceding  assizes,  and 
had  surrendered  in  discharge  of  their  bail, 
and  each  of  the  said  prisoners  gave  most 
respectable  testimony  of  their  good  moral 


and  religious  character ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners considered  themselves  under  the 
blessed  constitution  under  which  they  live, 
and  wbich  they  have  armed  to  support  and 
defend,  as  the  judges  not  only  of  the  mat- 
ter of  fact  which  they  were  sworn  to  try, 
but  the  credit  of  the  witnesses  produced  to 
prove  that  fact;  and  that  the  hon.  judge 
Fox,  who  presided  on  that  trial,  after  re- 
capitulating the  evidence  to  them,  charged 
them  very  strongly  to  find  the  prisoners 
guilty ;  and  that  when  the  petitioners  had 
retired  to  their  room,  and  came  to  weigh 
the  evidence,  and  the  credit  of  the  wit- 
nesses, they  were  of  opinion  that  the  evi- 
dence was  not  entitled  to  such  Credit  from 
them,  nor  was  there  such  certainty  in  their 
account  as  to  justify  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
and  their  taking  away  the  lives-  of  three 
men ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  ready  to 
lay  a  note  of  the  evidence  before  parlia- 
ment, to  justify  their- verdict,  if  they  are 
permitted  to  do  so;  and  that  when  the 
petitioners  delivered  their  verdict,  the  said 
honourable  judge  expressed  much  dissatis- 
faction thereat;  and  that  on  the  next 
morning,  when  the  court  was  full,  the  said 
honourable  judge  Fox  called  on  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  to  furnish  him  with  a  list  of 
the  names  of  the  petitioners,  which  having 
received,  he  caused  the  whole  of  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  county,  then  sworn,  and 
sitting  in  their  room  on  the  public  business, 
to  be  called  into  the  court-house,*  when,  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  county,  the  said  hon* 
judge  Fox  stigmatized  the  petitioners  as 
men  not  worthy  to  be  believed  on  their 
oaths,  and  as  unfit  ever  again  to  act  in 
the  capacity  of  jurors,  and  cautioned  the 
said  grand  jury  and  others  never  thereafter 
to  hold  communion  or  intercourse  with 
them ;  that  he  ordered  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  to<  deliver  in  a  list  of  their  names 
to  every  succeeding  judge,  as  men  unfit  to 
be  jurors,  that  they  might  prevent  their 
serving  as  such  thereafter;  and  that  he 
ordered  the  high  and  under  sheriff  to  deli-* 
ver  ti  list  of  the  names  to  the  succeeding 
sheriff,  with  a  direction  to  hand  themi 
down  from  sheriff  to  sheriff,  as  branded 
with  the  infamy  of  a  verdict,  which  was 
for  ever  to  render  them  unworthy  of  cre- 
dit, and  ordered  that  their  names  should 
be  publicly  posted  up  as  such  in  the  grand 
jury  rdom;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
though  not  men  of  large  estates,  are  men. 
of  substance,  and  have  heretofore  enjoyed 
not  only  good,  but  they  think  they  may 
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may  add  high  characters  for  honesty  and 
integrity  among  their  n,eighbours,  and  in 
the  county  in  general,  an  inlieritance  more 
dear  to  them  to  hand  unsullied  to  their 
children,  than  any  adventitious  gift  of  for- 
tune; and  that,  valuing  their  characters 
above  all  human  enjoyments,  they  have 
felt  debased  in  their  own  eyes,  until  they 
shall  have  had  a  public  investigation  of 
their  conduct,  and  reparation  for  what 
they  conceive  to  be  the  greatest  of  all 
possible  injuries;  and  therefore  praying 
tlie  house  to  take  the  premises  into  their 
consideration,  and  permit  the  petitioners 
to  proye  the  same  at  the  bar  of  the  house, 
arid  thereupon  to  afford  such  satisfaction 
to  the  petitioners,  as  the  justice  and  me- 
rits of  their  case,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
said  judge  to  them,  may  entitle  tliem,  and 
as  to  the  houst^  shall  seem  meet/* — Or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[Counterfeit  Dollars'  Bill.] — Mr. 
Sturges  Bourne  moved,  that  the  Counter- 
feit Dollars'  bill  be  committed. 

Mr.  Princep  rose  to  correct  a  mistake 
which  had  been  made,  witli  regard  to 
wiiat  he  had  said  on  this  subject  on  a 
former  occasion,  Whai  he  had  said  was, 
that  a  great  quantity  of  French  coin  had 
circulated  under  this  denomination ;  but 
he  never  meant  to  say,  that  the  Hank  en- 
couraged this  circulation:  and  this  expla- 
nation would,  he  hoped,  satisfy  those  who 
had  been  uneasy  on.  the  subject.  These 
counterleit  dollars  might  fall  into  the  ban- 
kers' hands  while  they  were  ignorant  of  it. 
The  bill  was  then  committed,  and  the  re- 
port ordered  to-morrow. 

[Insolvent  Debtors'  Bill.] — Col 
BagKell  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Insol- 
vent Debtors.  On  the  motion  that  the 
amendments  be  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Kerr  said,  that  considering  the 
difference  of  the  present  time,  and  the 
period  when  lOl.  was  fixed  as  the  lowest 
sum  for  which  a  person  could  be  bailed, 
he  thought  it  too  small.  There  were  many 
persons  who  lived  in  prisons  in  a  state  of 
luxury,  when  their  creditors  were  in  need 
of  the  very  money  they  were  squandering. 
Such  individuals  ought  to  be  forced  to 
surrender  their  property,  or  to  make  it 
appear  in  proof  that  they  were  possessed 
.of  none. — The  amendments  were  then 
read,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.]  —  Mr.  Western 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  thie  second 


reading  of  the  Com  Export  and  Import 
Regulation  bill.  The  hon.  gent,  assured 
the  house,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  the  commitment  of  this  bill  this 
day,  in  order  to  have  the  blanks  filled 
preparatory  to  its  being  printed,  and  that 
the  recommitment  was  to  be  fixed  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jeferies  observed,  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  urge  forward  a  matter  of  this 
importance  with  too  great  haste ;  he  also 
objected  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  bill 
might  be  ready  for  being  delivered  to  the 
members  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Jeffcries  contended,  that  still  the 
time  between  Saturday  and  Monday  was 
too  limited  for  the  consideration  of  a  bill 
of  this  importance. 

Mr.  Pattcson  hoped  the  report  would  be 
put  off  till  Monday  se'nnight,  and  declared 
that  he  thought  it  of  so  much  importance, 
that  he  would  divide  the  house  upon  it.— 
When  the  house  was  about  to  divide  on 
this  question, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed that  the  report  should  be  received 
on  Tuesday,  which  might  accommodate  all 
parties.  There  would  probably,  on  Mon- 
day, be  so  much  business,  that  on  that 
day  there  would  scarcely  be  sufficient  time 
to  discuss  it.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Tues- 
day next. 

[Exchequer  Bills.] — The  house  went 
into  a  committee  on  tlie  Exchequer  Bills' 
bill. 

Mr.  Johnstone  desired  to  know  what 
quantity  of  Exchequer  bills  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  govt,  to  issue  by  virtue  of  this 
bill.  The  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  al- 
ready in  the  market,  was  so  great,  that 
they  were  at  a  discount ;  and  he  submit- 
ted whether  it  would  be  prudent,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  enhance  this  evil 
by  a  further  issue  until  the  number  already 
in  the  market  should  be  diminished. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coold 
not  inform  the  hon.  gent,  of  the  precise 
amount  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  is- 
sue, but  proposed  to  issue  from  time  to 
time  Exchequer  bills  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  estimated  produce  of  the  war  taxes. 
It  was  impossible  at  this  moment  to  say, 
how  far  the  immediate  returns  from  the 
taxes  would  be  adequate  to  any  demands 
that  might  arise,  or  to  ascerlafn  what 
might  be  the  pressure  of  the  demands  ; 
and  on  the  result  of  these  two  cousidera^ 
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tions  would  necessarily  depend  the  amount 
of  the  bilb  to  be  issued.  It  would,  how- 
ever, be  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  gent,  to 
know  that  these  bills  would  not  be  like 
the  Exchequer  bills  which  were  kept  in 
the  market  from  year  to  year,  but  would 
be  issued  on  the  credit  of  a  fund  which 
must,  sooner  or  later,  produce  the  means 
of  discharging  them.  The  hon.  gent,  must 
also  have  been  aware,  that  the  discount 
on  Exchequer  bills,  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, was  considerably  reduced. — The 
bill  then  passed  througli  the  committee, 
and  on  the  house  being  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
{Irish  Stamp  Duty  Bill.] — The 
house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Irish  Stamp  Duty  bill. 

Col.  Hutchinson    rose  to  object  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  the  st#imp 
on   the  registry  of  freeholds.     He  said, 
that  when  the  right  hon.  gent,  first  brought 
forward    this    bill,    he    had    declared   he 
would  collect  the  sentiments  of  the  gen- 
tlemen  of  Ireland    as   to   this  particular 
tax,  and  if  they  should  be  against  it,  he 
would  give  it  up.     Hei  for  his  own  part, 
must    now    beg   leave    to    say,    that   he 
strongly   objected   to   it,  as  being  highly 
unconstitutional,  in  as  much  as  it  adected 
the  right  of  the  electors,  and  oY  that  por- 
tion of  them,  too,  who  had  scarcely  any 
thing  else  to  shew  that  they  had  a  place  in 
the  community.     That  it  was  without  any 
precedent,  there  being  in  this  country  no 
such   tax,  nor   hitherto   even  in  Ireland, 
any  thing  of  the  kind  thought  of.   The  26th 
of  the  King  only  required  that  freeholders 
in  this  country  should  shew  the  existence 
of  their  freeholds,  and  does  not  bear  out 
the  right  hon.  gent,  in  this  tax.     He  was 
the  more  desirous  to  urge  these  objections 
at  present,  because  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  about   to   lay  on   new  taxes  to    the 
amount  of  1,200,0001. ,   a  system  which 
he  highly  approved,  and  to  the  success  ol 
which  he  was  sure  no  one  was  more  alive 
than  himself.     Whilst  he  was,   however, 
desirous  that  the  rich,  and  those  who  could 
bear  their  proportion,  should  contribute 
to  these  taxes,  he  should  be  sorry  to  see 
them  extended  to  the  poor   and  lowly, 
who  had  always  too  many  hardships  and 
difficulties  to  contend  with.     He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  agree 
to  wave  this  tax. 

Mr.  Harman  made  some  short  objec- 
tions to  the  tax  on  the  same  ground. 
Mr.  Foster  denied  the  tax  was  uncon- 
VolJI, 


stitutional.  If  there  was  any  impolicy  in 
Ireland  relative  to  the  freeholders,  it  was 
m  requiring  them  to  be  registered.  By 
the  act  of  Geo.  I.  freeholders  are  pre- 
cluded from  voting,  unless  their  freehold 
was  proved  by  affidavits,  and  on  these  affi- 
davits he  proposed  to  lay  the  present  tax. 
On  the  ground  of  its  being  unconstitu- 
tional, he  would  therefore  not  yield  to 
any  man  living.;  but  if  it  was  put  on  the 
ground  of  bearing  hard  on  the  lower  ranks 
of  the  people,  he  was  willing  to  attend  to  * 
the  sentiments  of  gent,  on  that  head ;  and,  . 
as  a  great  number  of  gent,  wished  to  have 
the  tax  postponed,  he  was  willing  to  com- 
ply with  their  desire.  He  had,  at  the 
same  time,  a  favour  to  beg  of  them,  which 
was,  that  they  would  use  their  exertions 
against  the  use  of  private  stills.  He  had 
in  his  eye  an  hon.  gent,  from  the  west  of 
Ireland,  who,  he  believed,  knew  how  very 
necessary  this  was,  and  he  hoped  and 
trusted  be  for  one  would  oblige  him  in 
acceding  to  this  request*.  He  tlien  said  he 
should  for  the  present  withdraw  the  tax  in 
question. 

Mr.  Martin  (of  Galway)  assured  the 
right  hon.  gent,  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  a  practice,  of  the  evils 
of  which  he  was  so  well  convinced.  He 
had  for  2  or  3  years  past  been  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  revenue  board  on  this 
subject,  and  had  submitted  to  them  a  plan 
which  he  doubted  not  would  bring  in 
100,0001.  at  an  expence  amounting  to  not 
much  more  than  2  or  30001. — ^I'he  house 
was  then  resumed,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 

Fridai/,  June  29» 

[Minutes.] — TheAdditionalForcebill, 
ihe  Irish  Public  Accounts'  bill,  the  Solici- 
tor's Indemnity  bill,  the  Aylesbury  Elec- 
tion bill,  and  54  private  bills,  received 
the  royal  assent  by  commission.  The 
commissioners  were,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Earl  of  Camden,  and  Lord  Walsingham.— 
The  bill  for  authorizing  the  sale  of  East 
India  Prize  Goods  at  Liverpool,  and  ons 
private  bill,  vere  brought  from  the  com- 
mons, and  read  a  first  time. — The  bill  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  certain  ^cts 
relative  to  Woollen  Manufactures,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. — On  the 
motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  the  second 
reading  of  the  Slave  Trade  bill  was  or* 
dered  .for  to-morrow.— Adjournedt 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday^  June  29. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Speaker,  with  seve- 
ral members,  attended  in  the  House  of 
Peers ;  and  on  their  return,  the  Speaker 
informed  the  house,  that  the  royal  assent 
bad  been  given,  by  commission,  to  the 
Additional  Force  bill,  the  Irish  Public 
Accounts*  bill,  the  Linen  Duty  E^emption 
bill,  the  Aylesbury  Election  bill,  the  Ca- 
ledonian Canal  bill,  and  several  private 
bills. — Mr.  Alderman  Combe  presented  a 
petition  in  behalf  of  those  debtors  who 
arc  confined  on  account  of  oflfences  com- 
mitted against  the  revenue.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. — ^The  Insolvent  Debtors* 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — 
The  Cotton  Manufacturers*  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. — 
A  message  from  the  Lords  informed  the 
house,  that  their  lordships  had  agreed  to 
the  Woollen  Manufacturers'  Penalty  bill. 
—The  Dollar  bill  was  reported,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  tliird  time  on  Monday. 
-—Mr.  Huskisson  moved,  that  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  pray- 
ing that  he  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Louse  a  further  account  of  the  sums  of 
money  issued  by  his  Majesty's  orders,  pur- 
suant to  addresses  of  that  house,  and 
which  had  not  been  made  good  by  parlia- 
ment.--On  the  motion  of  Mr*  Rose,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  house  do,  on  Mon- 
day, resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Free  Ports  Acts  of  the  27th  of  the 
King.  —  The  Exchequer  Bills  Issue  bill, 
and  the  Irish  Stamp  Duties'  bill,  were  re- 
ported, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

[Sierra  Leon  a  Company.]  —  Mr. 
Dent  said,  he  wished  to  ask  a  noble  lord, 
whom  he  then  saw  in  his  place,  whether 
he  meant  to  bring  forward  any  motipn  on 
the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  whom  the  petition  from  the  Sierra 
Leona  Company  had  been  referred,  and 
upon  which  he  had  made  some  observa- 
tions on  a  former  day  ? 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied,  that  it  never 
had  been,  nor  was  it  now,  his  intention  to 
move  any  thing  upon  the  subject.  There 
w^re  others,  from  whom  such  a  motion 
would  originate  with  much  more  propriety 
than  from  him,  and  he  wished  they  might 
bring  it  forward.  He  understood  that  a 
light  hoB.  geot«  (the  Chancellor  of  the 


Exchequer),  who  was  not  present,  intended 
to  move  something  upon  it. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  friend  to  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  on  the  subject  in  the  com* 
mittee  of  supply. 

[Irish  Akfairs.]— Mr.  James  Fitzge^ 
raid  rose  and  observed,  that  several  do- 
cuments which  he  had  moved  for,  respect- 
ing the  public  affairs  of  Ireland,  had  not 
yet  been  laid  before  the  house,  and  con- 
sequently he  should  be  precluded,  by  the 
very  advanced  period  of  tHe  session,  from 
submitting  to  the  house  any  observations 
which,  upon  a  perusal  ot  those  docu- 
ments, should  appear  necessary.  He 
must,  therefore,  postpone  his  objects  until 
an  early  period  in  the  next  session,  when, 
if  they  should  not  be  otherwise  taken  up 
in  Ibe  interim,  he  shpuld  certainly  call  to 
them  the  attention  of  parliament.  The 
objects  to  which  he  alluded,  he  would  now 
shortly  explain.  The  first  was  one  which 
he  held  it  of  high  importance  to  follow 
up,  namely,  to  ascertain  the  exact  extent 
of  the  population  of  Ireland.  The  next 
was  a  subject  long  in  contemplation, 
namely,  that  of  equalizing  the  interest  of 
money  between  G.  Britain  and  Ireland. 
The  next  was  a  general  assimilation  of 
the  laws  in  Ireland,  to  th^se  of  G.  Britain, 
as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
would  adnlit.  Feeling  the  importance  of 
these  several  objects,  he  could  certainly 
wish  them  to  be  taken  up  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers.  But  if  not  taken  up  by  them  in 
an  early  period  of  the  next  session,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  bring  them  for- 
ward even  under  eveiy  disadvantage  of  his 
own  inability, 

[Irish  Bank  Notes  Bill.] — Mr. 
Foster  rose  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
permitting  the  circulation  of  notes,  by 
registered  bankers  in  Ireland,  for  sums 
under  20s.  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  and 
to  restrain  the  circulation  of  such  notes  by 
persons  hot  registered  bankers,  after  a 
certain  period.  The  house,  he  presumed, 
would  have  no  objection  to  his  explaining 
the  objects  of  the  bill.  In  Ireland,  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary with  many  persons  in  trade  in  the 
provincial  towns  there,  for  the  want  of 
silver  coinage,  to  issue  what  were  called 
silveir  notes,  that  is,  notes  payable  to 
bearer  on  demand, .  for  sums  under  ll. 
In  a  short  time  after  the  practice  com- 
menced, it  became  very  general,  and  so 
far  from  being  €onfin€d  to  registered  tmo 
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kers,  was  practised  by  every  low  trader, 
and  by  men  of  no  property:,  guided  by  nu 
principle  but  that  of  their  own  avarice ; 
and  so  current  did  those  notes  become, 
Jand  to  such  an  enormous  extent  were 
thty  issued,  that  it  was  to  be  apprehended, 
in  case  of  any  sudden  or  general  demand 
for  payment,  a  general  bankruptcy  must 
ensce  amongst  those  men,  and  those  who 
had  given  their  property  for  such  notes, 
be  losers  of  three^fourths.  It  was  well 
known  that  a  large  supply  of  dollars  were 
now  on  their  way  to  Ireland,  wliich  were 
to  pass  at  a  currency  above  their  intrinsic 
value.  Still  they  would  be  not  only  a 
very  great  convenience  to'tlie  country  of 
themselves,  but  be  the  means,  almost  im- 
mediately on  their  appearance,  to  bring 
into  circulation  a  vast  quantity  of  good 
silver  coin,  which  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  was  now  hoarded  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.  The  object  of  this  bill 
then  was,  to  confine  henceforth  the  issue 
of  notes  for  sums  under  20s.  to  the  re- 
gistered bankers  only,  and  to  allow  all 
other  persons,  having  such  notes  in 
circulation  till  the  1st  of,  Jan.  to  call 
them  in ;  but  to  prohibit  the  re-issue  of  all 
notes  so  paid  off.  The  registered  bankers 
to  be  allowed  to  issue  notes  for  as  small 
sums  in  silver  as  they  thought  fit,  there 
being  no  great  cause  to  apprehend  any 
great  excess  in  the  issue  of  notes  under  58. 
as  all  were  liable  to  one  stamp  duty.  By 
these  means  there  would  be  time  for  the 
gradual  payment  of  the  outstanding  notes 
of  persons  not  registered  bankers  in  6 
months,  without  risking  the  evils  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  sudden  demand ;  and 
tha  public  would  have  in  future  the  secu- 
rity of  persons  of  known  property  and 
credit,  for  the  solvency  of  such  notes.  He 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 

Sir  G,  Hill  thought  the  benefits  to  re- 
sult from  this  bill  would  be  in  some  mea- 
sure done  away,  if  a  privilege  of  issuing 
3mall  notes  under  6*8.  was  granted  to  some 
and  denied  to  others.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  that  permission  to  issue  these 
small  notes  should  not  be  restricted  to  re- 
gistered  bankers  in  Ireland,  but  be  also 
given  to  others. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  he  had  no  particular 
partiality  to  one  sort  of  provision  in  the 
bill  more  than  another;  he  only  meant 
that  those  who  issued  notes,  as  coming 
from  their  banks,  should  be  regularly  re- 
^stered  as   bankers,   according  to  law. 


And  it  was  in  the  power  of  every  man, 
who  had  capital  and  credit  to  entitle  him 
to  become  a  banker,  to  be  registered 
The  bill  would  have  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing the  circulation  of  notes  that  were  not 
stamped. 

Col.  Vereker  said,  the  small  notes  cir- 
culated in  Ireland  were  a  very  great  nui- 
sance; but  that  did  not  arise  from  the 
circulation  of  them  by  registered  bankers, 
but  by  those  who  employed  and  paid 
workmen  in  them,  such  as  farmers,  mil- 
lers, &c, 

Mr.  J,  Fitzgerald  wished  that  the  circu- 
lation of  silver  notes  might  be  restrained, 
for  if  they  were  not,  he  was  afraid  the  new 
6's.  pieces  would  go  out  of  circulation. 

Islr.' Martin  (of  Gal  way)  said,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  would  do  a  great  service  (o 
Ireland,  if  he  would  prevent  the  issue  of 
what  were  called  silver  notes,  by  persons 
not  possessing  sufficient  property  or  cre- 
dit.— Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill, 

[Irish  Additional  Force  Biul.] — 
On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill, 

Mr.  Elliott  rose  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
sec.  for  Ireland  a  question.  An  act  had, 
witlyn  the  last  few  weeks,  passed  this 
house,  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  increase 
the  militia  of  Ireland  by  10,000  men. 
Now  the  act  similar  to  the  present  bill, 
which  had  just  passed  into  law  for  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  had  for  its  object  to 
reduce  the  militia.  What  he  wished  to 
know  then  was,  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  govt,  to  suspend  altogether  the 
power  given  to  his  Majesty  by  the  former 
bill,  as  he  could  hardly  suppose  an  inten* 
tion  so  absurd  as  that  of  carrying  into 
operation  at  the  same  time  two  bills  dia- 
metrically opposite  in  their  effects  \ 

Sir  E.van  Nepean  answered,  that  for  the 
present  there  certainly  was  no  intention  of 
acting  under  the  former  bill.  It  was  im- 
possible, however,  to  foresee  what  neces- 
sity might  arise  for  it. 

Sir  J.  Stexoart  wished  to  postpone  the 
committal  of  the  bill  to  a  late  day  in  the 
ensuing  week,  as  there  had  not  been  time 
since  the  bill  was  printecl  to  give  it  due 
consideration. 

Mr.  Odeli  thought  there  wia  pressing 
necessity  to  expedite  the  bill,  as  many 
persons  were  at  this  moment  labouring 
under  great  anxiety,  as  liable  to  be  drawn 
for  the  army  of  reserve. 

Mr.  /.  LatouQhe  was  for  deferring  the 
second  reading  at  least  till  Monday  next» 
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—After  some  farther  explanations,  the 
bill  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  on  Monday  next. 

[laisii  Customs  and  Excise  Bill.] 
—The  house  having  gone  into  a  committee 
on  this  bill,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 

Mr.  Foster  explained  some  alterations 
which  he  wished  to  make  in  it,  the  most 
material  wa?,  in  the  duties  on  wine,  which 
he  proposed  to  reduce,  so  that  6d.  on  a 
bottle  would  be  a  sufficient  additional  charge 
upon  the  consumer. 

Mr.  y,  Fitzgerald  approved  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  intended  new  duties  upon 
wines,  but  he  had  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  would  have  given  some  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  which  made  it  ne- 
cessary to  extend,  so  considerably,  the 
scale  of  taxation  for  that  country.  As  he 
understood  it,  Ireland  was  now  charged 
with  111  millions  annually,  when  her  re- 
venue was  but  3  millions, 

Mr.  Foster  said,  the  revenue  of  Ireland 
was  not  quite  3  millions,  and  the  interest 
of  its  debt  was  2f  millions.  The  expences 
altogether  were  9  millions,  which  was  al- 
lowing 6  millions  both  for  its  quota  to  the 
expences  of  the  empire,  and  3  millions  for 
its  own  separate  expences  ;  it  was  because 
the  revenues  of  Ireland  were  so  notoriously 
inadequate  to  the  expences,  that  he  thought 
it  right  to  raise  as  large  a  sum  of  money  as 
he  could  by.  taxes  which  should  not  be 
severely  felt. 

Mr.  Hawthorn  objected  to  the  duty  on 
tea,  and  thought  it  would  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  encourage  smuggling.  lie 
thought,  at  least,  that,  as  a  proposition 
for  the  duty  was  not  made  until  after  the 
India  sales  had  closed,  and  the  Iribh  jigeuts 
had  made  their  purchases,  wholly  inappre- 
hensive  of  such  a  duty,  that  at  least  the 
duty  should  not  operate  for  a  very  consi- 
derable time. 

Mr.  Foster  answered,  that  the  duty 
would  fall  on  the  consumer,  and  not  on 
the  tea-dealer,  and  that  the  tea-dealer 
would  not  wait  for  imposing  the  increased 
price,  until  the  duty  should  actually  come 
into  operation,  but  lay  it  on  the  article  the 
very  moment  that  the  first  account  of  the 
proposed  duty  reached  him.  He  there- 
fore wished  to  put  the  money  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  and  not  into  the  pocket  of  the 
tea-dealer,  which  would  be  the  case  if 
the  operation  of  the  duty  was  postponed 
to  a  distant  day. 

Col.  Hutchinson  objected  to  the  duty  on 


foreign  salt  imported  into  Ireland.  He 
observed,  that  the  provision  trade  of  Ire- 
land was  rapidly  declining,  and  this  duty 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  it  worse, 
and  of  creating  an  alarm  among  the  trade ; 
because,  he  was  sure,  it  would  add  to  the 
price  of  salt,  of  which  so  large  a  quantity 
was  used  in  curing  meat.  Besides,  this 
increase  of  price  would  operate  as  a  hard- 
ship on  the  poor  Irish  cottager,  whose 
situation  called  for  the  compassionate  at- 
teniion  of  every  man. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  the  thing  itself  was 
no  great  object,  and  he  was  ready  to  coin- 
cide with  the  wishes  of  those  gent.,  who 
tlK)ught  that  foreign  salt  ought  to  be  ex- 
empted. He  would  not  press  any  thing 
that  might  even  be  suppobed  to  have  an 
effect  on-  the  provision  trade ;  and  for  the 
encouragement  of  that  trade,  as  well  as  of 
the  merchants  in  general,  he  would  intro- 
duce a  provision  to  allow  the  warehousing 
of  sale  imported  into  Ireland. — ^Tlie  bill 
having  gohe  through  the  committee,  the 
report  was  ordered '  to  be  received  to^ 
morrow. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS., 

Saturday,  June  30. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Earl  of  Balcarras 
presented  a  petition  from  certain  planters 
and  others  interested  in  the  British  W. 
India  colonies,  against  the  Slave  Trade 
Abolition  brll,  and  prayinj;  that  the  same 
may  not  pass  into  a  law  ;  also  a  petition 
from  E.  P.  Lyon,  Esq.  agent  for  the  island 
of  Jamaica,  to  the  same  purport.  These 
petitions  being  read,  they  were  severally 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — The  roya! 
assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the 
Woollen  Manufacturers'  bill,  and  the 
Great  Tottham  Inclosure  bill — The  bilU 
upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
spective stages,  among  these,  the  Irish 
Corn  Exportation  bill  was  read  a  3d  time 
and  passed. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Saturday^  June  30. 
[Minutes.] — The  Exchequer  Bills  bill 
was  read  a  3d  time,  and  passed. — On  tbe 
motion  for  the  3d  reading  of  the  Irish 
Stamp  Duties  bill,  INI r.  Corry  stated,  that 
it  was  his  intention,  had  the  hon.  mover 
and  framer  of  the  bill  been  present,  to 
have  proposed  a  short  clause  by  way  of 
rider  to  the  bill,  for  regulating  the  mod« 
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of  keeping  the  Irish  Stamp  Duty  accounts. 
Mr.  ijturgess  Bourne  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  postpone  the  3d  reading  of  the  bih 
to  Monday,  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
right  hon.  gent.  Mr.  Corry  declined  ac- 
cepting of  this  indulgence,  and  stated,  that 
he  believed  the  object  he  had  in  view  could 
be  obtained  by  an  order  of  the  house. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed. — Mr.  liuskisson  presented  an 
Account  of  the  estimated  Charge  on  his 
Majesty's  Civil  List  Revenue  for  the  quar- 
ters ending  5th  April  and  5th  July,  180-1. 
He  also  presented  an  Account  of  the  mo- 
ney advanced  from  the  Civil  List  for  public 
services,  not  made  good  by  parliament, 
and  an  Account  of  the  Sura  wanted  to  de- 
fray the  Expences  of  employing  Convicts 
at  hume.  Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. — 
The  Irish  Customs  and  Excise  bill  was  re- 
ported, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time 
on  Monday. — Mr.  Alexander  brought  up 
a  bill,  granting  an  Annuity  to  the  family 
of  the  late  Lord  Kilwarclen .  Read  a  1st 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time 
on    Monday. — Adjourtied. 


.     IIOUSE   OF    LORDS, 

Monday i  jfulj/  ^. 

{MiNUTES.]-^The  bills  on  the  table 
%irere  forwarded  in  their  respective  stages, 
•r— The  Scotch  Additional  Force  bill,  the 
East  India  Prize  Goods,  the  Iri^sh  Linen 
Manufactures,  and  the  Denmark  Mint 
bills,  severally  passed  through  committees 
of  the  whole  house  without  amendment ; 
after  which  the  reports  of  the  same  were 
received .-^The  Irish  Stamp  Duties'  bill, 
and  the  Exchequer  Bills*  bill  were  hrought 
vp  frdm  the  Commons,  and  read  a  1st 
time. — ^The  Insolvent  Debtors'  bill  was 
presented,  and  read  a  1st  time. 

[Slave  Trade.]— The  Duke  of  Cla. 
rence  presented  two  petitions  against  the 
slave  trade  abolition  bill.  The  first  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Liver- 
pool, whose  names  were  thereunto  sub- 
scribed ;  and  the  second,  from  certain 
merchants  and  mortgagees,  interested  in 
the  British  West  India  colonies,  praying 
that  the  bill  may  not  pass  into  a  law,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  be  heard  by  their 
counsel  against  the  same.  His  R.  H. 
observed  it  was  probable  a  variety  of  pe- 
titions would  be  presented  against  the  bill. 
Their  Jordships  would  recollect  the  notice 
given  by  a  noble  sec.  of  state  then  absent, 
ei  his  intention  to  move  ibr  postponing  the 


consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  and  with  reference  to 
that  notice,  he  should  not  now  trouble 
their  lordships  with  any  motion  relative 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  but 
should  it  happen  that  the  bill  be  read  a  2d 
time  this  session,  he  then  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  move  their  lordships  that  the  peti- 
tioners, pursuant  to  their  prayer,  should 
have  leave  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel 
against  the  measure. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 

Monday^  July  2. 

[Minutes.] — A  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  the  election  of  a  burgess  for  Bucking., 
ham*  in  the  room  of  the  right  hob.  T, 
Grenville,  who  since  his  election  had  ac* 
cepted  the  Stewardship  of  his  Majesty's 
Chiltern  Hundreds ;  also  another  for  the 
borough  of  Aylesbury,  in  the  room  of  John 
Bent,  Esq,  whose  election  had  been  de- 
clared void. — Mr.  W.  Pole  obtained  ieav^ 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  vesting  in  Trustees, 
certain  lands  near  Chatham,  for  the  better 
securing  his  Majesty's  docks,  ships>  and 
stores,  at  Chatham ;  also  certain  lands  on 
Warley  Common,  for  the  convenience  of 
his  Majesty's  ordnance  stores.^— Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house,  an  Account  of  the  gross  produce 
of  the  Stamp  Duties  for  the  year  en.ding 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  distinguishing  as  far 
as  possible,  the  different  classes  and  the 
amount  of  the  duties  attached  to  each. 
Ordered.— 'A  person  from  the  Stamp 
Office,  presented  the  same  at  the  bar, 
when  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. — Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  office  of 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  presented  an 
account  of  the  particulars  of  the  Treasury 
Incidents  in  Ireland  for  the  year  1803,  of 
the  Sums  advanced  for  the  Barrack  depart- 
ment, the  Ordnance  accounts,  and  several 
other  public  accounts.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. — Sir  J.  Sinclair,  as  the  re- 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  the 
comparative  value  of  English  and  Scotch 
barley  and  malt  had  been  some  time  before 
the  house,  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
on  Wednesday  next  bring  forward  a  motion 
on  the  subject. 

[Counterfeit  Dollars'  Bill.]— Mr, 
Sturges  Bourne  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  2d  reading  of  the  counterfeit 
dollars'  bill. 

Mr.  Fraf^is^ — Sir;  I  cannot  help  agree* 
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ing  in  many  of  tbe  observations  made  some 
days  ago  by  an  hon.  gt^nt.  on  the,  other 
side,  ^Mr.  Princep)  on  the  subject  of  this 
bill.  The  right  or  privilege  of  coining 
money  in  tliis  country,  and  I  believe  in 
every  monarchy,  is  a  royalty  inseparable 
from  the  crown.  To  counterfeit  the  king's 
coin  is  treason.  To  (ix  the  stamp  or  im- 
pression, is  the  king's  unquestionable  pre- 
rogative, in  order  that  the  value  of  the 
coin  may  be  known  on  inspection.  The 
king's  erfigy,  so  guarded  from  imitation,  is 
a  security  to  his  subjects  for  the  standard 
and  the  weight  of  the  money  issued  for  their 
use  by  the  royal  mint,  and  no  other.  The 
denomination,  or  the  value  for  which  the 
coin  is  to  pass  current,  is  in  the  breast  of 
the  king ;  and,  if  any  unusual  pieces  are 
coined,  that  value  must  be  ascertained  by 
proclamation.  Now,  Sir,  what  are  these 
dollars  ?  They  are  coined  at  Birmingham ; 
and  they  bear  the  impression  of  the  king's 
head.  Does  that  stamp  furnish  any  secu- 
rity to  persons,  who  receive  them,  tliat 
they  really  possess  that  intrinsic  value  at 
which  they  are  circulated?  I  desire  to  know 
whether  they  are  considered  as  a  sign  or  a 
deposit  ?  If  they  are  nothing  but  a  token, 
receivable  by  the  Bank  at  5s.  a  piece  of 
copper  or  of  paper  would-  do  as  well.  If 
they  profess  to  be  of  that  intrinsic  value, 
tbey  assert  a  falsehood.  We  know  that 
they  are  not  worth  more  tiian  4s.  6d. 
fhey,  who  are  tempted  to  receive  them 
-  by  the  king's  stamp  and  the  beauty  of  the 
piece,  are  liable  to  lose  the  difference 
either  by  a  false  coinage,  of  baser  metal, 
even  at  Birmingham,  or  by  these  very  dol- 
lars being  mutilated  or  defaced,  otherwise 
than  by  what  the  Bank,  in  their  advertise- 
ment, call  the  fair  effect  of  use  in  the 
course  of  ctrculation.  Now,  who  is  to 
judge  between  these  different  causes  of  de- 
jf)reciation  ?  The  Bank  alone,  who  will 
gain  6d.  by  every  dollar,  which  they  can 
tind  a  pretence  for  refusing,  as  they  have 
done  many  of  those  lately  issued  with  a 
stamp  or  Tower  mark,  which  they  said 
was  forged.  Who  but  themselves  can  tell 
whether  it  is  so  or  not?  The  pernicious 
tendency  of  all  these  temporary  expedients 
to  serve  a  turn,  is  to  place  ignorance  and 
carelessness  at  the  mercy  of  skill  and  cun- 
ping.  These  dollars  may  be  counterfeited. 
The  penalty  held  out  by  this  bill  will  not 
prevent  it.  We  have  laws  enough  against 
this  sort  of  forgery ;  yet  coiners  and  clip- 
pers are  as  numerous  as  ever.  I  wish  to 
Ipiow,  why  Spanish  dollars  might  not  be 


issued  by  the  Bank,  if  such  a  relief  to  cir* 
culation  be  really  wanted,  to  any  body 
who  wishes  to  receive  them,  at  then*  nMLf- 
kct  price,  or  intrinsic  value,  suppose  4s.  fid. 
without  any  obligation  to  take  them  again. 
No  such  condition  would  be  wanted.  I 
remember  a  time  when  the  gold  coin  of 
Portugal  was  as  current  and  as  well  re- 
ceived here  as  guinelis,  and  even  more  in 
circulation;  and  that  too,  by  the  mere 
force  of  their  intrinsic  value.  It  is  said 
that  nobody  is  compelled  to  take  these  new 
Birmingham  dollars.  AVliat  then?  you 
tempt  the  ignorant,  you  offer  to  relieve 
the  necessitous,  and  you  expose  them  all 
to  be  defrauded  ;  that  is,  you  bait  the  ' 
hook,  and  then  you  say,  that  nobody  need 
swallow  it.  On  the  whole.  Sir,  I  am 
against  this  bill ;  but  if  it  must  pass^I  hope 
that  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  Bank 
from  palling  in  these  dollars  when  they 
please.  Otherwise,  by  giving  only  a  short 
notice,  they  might  contrive  to  leave  a  great 
part  of  them  in  the  hands  of  any  body  wha 
happened  to  be  possessed  of  them  at  any 
given  moment. 

Mr.  St  urges  Bourne  defended  the  bill  as 
one  to  which  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
gent,  did  not  in  any  respect  apply.  This 
bill  did  not  go  to  give  new  powers  to  any 
individuals,  but  only  to  protect  and  give 
greater  security  to  the  property  of  a  com- 
pany which  had  issued  certain  tokens  upon 
its  own  credit.  These  were  liot  issued  as 
bearing  the  character  or  impression  of  the 
current  coin  of  tlie  realm ;  but  given  as 
securities  from  that  company  alone.  The 
only  question  then  was,  whether  it  was 
not  belter  to  issue  them  in  money,  in  order 
to  prevent  those  forgeries  and  counterfeits 
which  must  take  place  to  a  great  ^tent» 
if  they  were  issued  in  paper  ?  The  hon. 
gent,  might  as  well  object  to  a  bill  brought 
in  to  prevent  the  forgery  of  bank  notes  ; 
and  that  on  the  ground  of  such  notes  being 
made  in  a  particular  shape.  There  was 
no  compulsion  on  the  public,  as  to  taking 
the  dollars  in  question ;  they  were  found 
to  be  the  most  convenient  circulating  me- 
dium at  this  time ;  and  the  shape  of  tho 
dollars  now  issued,  was  the  best  calculated 
to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  public.  With 
respect  to  fixing  a  time  for  calling  them  in» 
tbe  bill  was  wholly  silent  on  that  point» 
nor  did  he  see  what  necessity  there  was  for 
such  a  provbion.  As  to  what  the  hon^ 
gent,  said,  relative  to  an  advertisement 
coming  from  the  Bank,  there  certainly  was 
a  mistake  on  tha,t  subject,,  foir  no  such  pra^« 
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tice  had  prevailed  as  that  of  the  Bank  re- 
fusing to  take,  after  a  certain  period,  dol- 
lars previously  issued  by  them. 

Lord  Folkestone, — Sir*  1  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  on  this  bill,  before  it  is  read  a 
3d  time,  and  not  the  less  so  on  account 
of  the  speech  we  have  just  heard ;  which 
may  indeed  have  been  an  answer  to  the 
hon.  gent,  whom  it  professed  to  answer, 
but  which  was  certainly  no  answer  to  the 
objections  which  I  feel  to  this  measure. 
Sir,  this  bill  may  be  viewed  in  two  lights; 
1st,  as"  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of 
dollars,  wliich  is  its  professed  object ;  and 
2d,  which  is  not  its  object,  but  which  will 
be  equally  its  effect ;  viz.  the  authorizing 
of  the  issuing  these  dollars  in  their  pre- 
sent circumstances  by  a  legislative  act. 
Now,  I  assert  that,  if  it  be  fit  to  authorize 
or  permit  these  dollars  to  be  so  issued,  it 
is  necessarily  fit  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting of  them  ;  but  I  conceive,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  fit  to  do  this.  Th«se  dollars 
are  to  be  considered  either  as  tokens  or  as 
coin.  If  they  are  to  be  considered  as 
tokens,  then  I  object  to  the  bill  on  these 
grounds.  I  object  to  'its  being  brought 
foi'ward  as  a  government  measure ;  and 
supported  by  the  weight  and  authority 
which  it  acquires  from  that  circumstance  ; 
I  object  too,  to  the  king's  image  being  im- 
pressed upon  the  dollars.  It  is  a  private 
commercial  transaction  of  the  Bank,  with 
which  the  king  and  the  govt,  have  nothing 
to  do.  If  these  dollars  are  to  be  looked 
upon  as  coin,  other  objections  still  weigh- 
tier lie  against  this  measure.  As  in  the 
former  supposition,  I  object  to  the  govt, 
having  any  concern  with  it,  in  this  case, 
I  object  to  the  interference  of  the  Bank. 
What  have  the  Bank  to  do  with  coining 
money  ?  Why  is  the  coin  to  be  issued  from 
the  Bank  ?  Tlie  act  of  coining  money,  and 
issuing  coin  is  every  where  esteemed  and 
reserved  as  the  special  actof  the  sovereign. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  important  attributes 
of  sovereignty ;  and  why  we  arc  to  bestow 
it  on  the  Bank,  is  what  I  wish  to  enquire. 
There  is  another  circumstance  of  grave 
consideration  in  this  business.  If  these 
dollars  are  to  be  esteemed  coin,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  according  to  what  standard 
their  value  is  fixed  at  5s.  ?  The  real  value 
of  the  dollar  in  sterling  money  is  4s.  6d. 
why  are  they  to  be  issued  for  5s.  ?  I  know 
their  current  value  in  the  market  is  now 
5s.,  l)ut  that  is  not  their  sterling  value. 
To  issue  them,  therefore,  at  that  rate,  is 
no  less  a  fraud  on  the  public^  then  if  one-^ 


ninth  of  the  silver  in  the  shilling  was  taken 
away,  and  the  remaining  lOJd.  coined 
into  the  shape  of  a  shilling,  and  issued  as 
such.  There  is  a  third  point,  which  it 
is  worth  while  to  consider,  and  that  is  this, 
what  security  we  have  that  the  dollars  thus 
issued  contain  the  same  quantity  of  silver 
which  they  purport  to  do  ?  At  the  mint 
theie  are  proper  officers  to  examine  and 
ascertain  tliis  fact  .with  respect  to  the  coin 
there  issued.  Whose  business  is  it  to  exa- 
mine these  dollars  ?  How  are  we  to  be  sure 
that  there  has  been  no  clipping  or  no  rub- 
bing in  their  second  coinage  at  Birming* 
ham  ?  On  these  grounds  then,  Sir,  I  ob- 
ject to  this  measure ;  I  wish  to  know  in 
the  first  place  what  character  tliese  dol- 
lars are  to  bear — whether  they  are  to  be 
esteemed  tokens  or  coin  ?  In  both  cases, 
there  are  great  objections  to  the  measure ; 
but  most  of  all  is  it  objectionable,  that 
they  should  have  this  sort  of  mixed  cha- 
racter, and  that  it  should  not  be  known 
precisely  in  what  light  they  are  to  be 
viewed. 

The  Cliancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  declared, 
that  there  never  had  been  entertained  the 
smallest  idea  of  considering  these  dollars 
as  current  coin.  They  were  only  another 
mode  of  issuing  notes  for  small  sums,  and, 
therefore,  any  arguments,  founded  on  the 
notion  that  they  were  to  be  issued  as  cur- 
rent coin,  were  wholly  inapplicable.  The 
legislature  in  passing  the  present  bill,  which 
did  not  contain  any  provision  sanctioning 
or  even  permitting  the  issue,  would  da 
nothing  more  than  as  it  was  found  for  the 
public  convenience  to  issue  these  dollars 
into  circulation,  make  the  counterfeiting 
them  a  crime,  which  it  was  not  as  the  law 
then  stood.  Whether  the  quantity  to  be 
issued  should  not  exceed  a  certain  propor-i 
tion  to  the  silver  coin  in  circulation,  was 
a  question  certainly  not  undeserving  of  at- 
tention, but  the  difficulties  attending  any 
efficient  arrangement  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  silver  coinage  were  too  well  known  to 
make  it  necessary  for  him  to  touch  upon 
that  subject  then.  In  the  issue  of  the  dol- 
lars, the  Bank  entered  into  an  engagement 
to  take  them  back  at  the  same  rate  at 
which  they  issued  them ;  and  in  fixing  the 
day  in  a  former  instance,  they  had  only  a 
view  to  get  them  in  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  it  were  desirable  for  the  public  conve- 
nience to  issue  dollars  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  trui^ed  the  house  would  not 
be  satisfied  to  leave  the  Bank  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  their  being  counterfeited.. 
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Mr.  Windham  said,  be  could  HOt  object 
to  any  provision  that  went  to  prevent  the 
commissibn  of  crimes,  and  the  great  public 
inconveoience  arising  from  counterfeits. 
But  what  he  complsuned  of  in  the  mea- 
sure in  questio^i  was,  that  two  operations, 
distinct  in  their  natu^re,  were  not  kept 
dbtinct  in  their  appearance.  This  was 
the  very  ground  that  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Folkestone)  had  insisted  upon. 
It  was  proposed  that,  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  smaller  currency,  dollars  should 
be  issued  by  the  Bank.  To  this  there  was 
Bot,  as  far  as  he  knew,  any  objection. 
But  why  give  to  those  dollars  an  air  and 
character  which  did  not  belong  to  them, 
auid  which  must  infallibly  make  it  sup- 
posed by  three -fourths  of  those  who  were 
to  receive  them,  that  they  had  an  autho- 
rity which  they  had  not,  and  were  issued 
in  some  sort  upon  the  footing  of  other 
coin,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  sove- 
reign ?  What  can  be  the  use,  or  rather 
what  can  be  the  propriety,  of  such  a  de- 
ception ?  An  ambiguity  of  this  sort  ought 
sot  to  be  suffered  to  rest  on  the  transac- 
tion»  whether  considered  with  a  view  to 
the  high  privilege  in  question,  namely, 
that  of  coining,  a  privilege  which  was  the 
immediate  badge  and  pledge  of  sovereign- 
ty, or  in  the  view  of  fairness  towards  the 
subject,  who  should  not  be  made  to  re- 
ceive any  thing  in  payment,  under  a  false 
impression  of  the  authority  by  which  it 
was  issued.  If  these  dollars  are  tokens 
merely,  why  affix  to  them  the  image  of 
the  sovereign  ?  If  they  are  coin,  why  sub- 
join the  arms  of  the  Bank  ?  Is  it  fit  that 
in  a  matter-  of  this  sort  any  thing  should 
be  left,  or  rather  purposely  put,  in  this 
kind  of  doubtful  and  equivocal  state? 
There  can  be  neither  dignity  nor  fairness 
in  such  a  proceeding.  Is  it  said  that  the 
arms  of  the  Bank  being  placed  upon  them, 
sufficiently  shew  that  they  are  not  coin. 
But  of  what  use,  then,  is  the  King's  head? 
If  the  Bank  arms  she^w  that  the  pieces  are 
not  coin,  the  King's  head  seems*  equally 
to  shew  that  they  are  not  merely  tokens. 
The  combination  of  the  two  must  produce 
ambiguity,  even  if  it  is  not  intended  to 
do  so ;  and  if  ambiguity  can  be  avoided, 
why  suffer  it  to  be  incurred  ?  It  cannotlje 
said  here,  that  the  Bank  do  this  of  their 
own  authority;  that  as  the  pieces  in  ques- 
tion  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  counterfeit  of 
the  coin  of  the  country ;  as  there  is  no  dan- 
ger, for  instance,  of  a  dollar,  whatever  be 
;he  characters  inscribed  upon  it,  being  mis- 


taken  for  a  78.  piece,  or  for  any  other 
of  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom;  and 
as  the  representation  of  coin  is  not  com- 
plete, so  as  to  bring  the  act  within  any  of 
the  laws   against  coining,   that  therefore 
the  house  has  no  right,  nor  is  it  called 
upon,  to  interfere.     The  house  is  inter- 
fering at  this  very  moment,  so  as  to  give 
to  the  Bank  a  security  which  it  could  not 
otherwise    have ;    and    therefore,    before 
they  grant  this  security,  they  may  stipu- 
late, that  the  Bank  should  not  annex  to 
their  issues  any  character  which  may  tend, 
by  possibility  even,  to  confound  them  with 
the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom.     It  is  as 
little  possible  to  say  that  there  is  not  dan- 
ger of  such  confusion.     The  image  of  the 
sovereign,  stamped  upon  a  piece  of  metal 
having  all  the   ordinary  characters,   and 
being  used  for  all  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
coin,    and   possessing  an  intrinsic  value 
nearly  equal  to  that  for  which  it  passes^ 
conveys   an   idea  of  something  so   very 
like  a  piece  of  money,  that  it  seems  ia 
vain  to  hope  that  the  mistake  will  not  be 
made ;  and  to  such  a  mistake  ought  the 
house  to  contribute  ?  He  would  not  press 
the  matter  further,  but  conclude  by  ex- 
pressing his  perfect  concurrence  in  the  ob- 
jections of  his  noble  friend, 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  was  ready  to  admit 
that  the  remarks  made  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last,  and  others,  were  not 
unfounded ;  but  they  did  not  apply  to  this 
bill.     It  certainly  was  not  desirable  that 
any  company  of  men  should  do  that  which 
was  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.     With 
respect  to  these  silver  tokens  of  the  Bank, 
he  must  say   they  were    issued    at    that 
amouiit  which  ought  to  be  the  value  of 
silver   in  England.     On  the   same    prin- 
ciple, these  tokens  in  Ireland  were  to  pass 
at  the  rate  of  6s.  in  order  to- accommodate 
them  to  the  state  of  the  exchange  in  that 
country.      He  certainly  objected   to    the 
principle  of  public  bodies  having  the  pri- 
vilege to  do  acts  that  properly  belonged  to 
the  sovereign.     But  this  objection  would 
be  done  away,   when  it  was  considered 
tliat  the  present  was  only  a  temporary  ex* 
pedient. 

Mr.  Dent  said,  the  measure  in  question 
only  went  to  give  ease  and  facility  to  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country  at 
large,  and  of  London  in  particular,  vybich 
were  much  indebted  to  those  who  had 
brought  it  forward. 

Mr.  Princep  contended,  there  was  ixi 
this  measure  the  strongest  temptation  t« 
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counterfeit,  without  even  adulterating  the 
silver.  The  standard  value  of  a  dollar 
was  4s.  6d*  What  was  there  then  to  pre- 
vent men  from  getting  new  dollars,  and 
giving  them  the  shape  of  those  issued  by 
the  Bank,  and  then  guining  6d.  on  each  ot 
them  ? 

Mr.  Johistone  contended,  that  govt,  was 
DOW  enabling  the  banks  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  commit  a  fraud ;  for  they  would 
pay  their  debts  in  a  coin  whose  real  was 
less  than  its  nominal  value. 

Mr.  Pitt  answered,  that  the  Bank  was 
liable  to  take  back  these  dollars,  and  give 
for  them  the  sum  at  which  they  were  is- 
sued.—The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

[Conduct  of  Judge  Fox.] — A  peti- 
tion of  Gerard  Irvine,  Esq,  of  Rochtield, 
in  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  the  late  high 
sheriff  of  that  county,  w&s .  presented  to 
the  house  by  Col.  Cole,  and  read  :  setting 
forth,  *'  that  the  day  previous  to  the  com- 
nxission  day  of  the  last  summer  assizes  for 
the  said  county,  the  petitioner,   anxious 
to  pay  all  the  respect  in  his  power  to  the 
judges  of  assize,  and  the  bearers  of  the 
commission  of  his  beloved  sovereign,  sent 
a  person  to.  the  county  of  Cavan  to  wait 
on  the  judges  in  his  name,  and  learn  from 
them  the  hour  he  should  meet  them  at  the 
bounds  of  the  county ;  and  that  the  hon. 
Mr.  Justice  Fox  having  named  an  hour 
for  that  purpose,  the  petitioner  resolved 
to  be  at  the  proper  place  before  the  time 
appointed,  with  such  attendants  as  usual, 
and  dressed  as  well  as  became  the  peti- 
tioner's fortune,  and  with  which  the  judges 
on  the  spring  circuit  had  not  founa  any 
fault ;  and  that  the  petitioner  resides  near 
the  extremity  of  the  county  most  distant 
from  where   the  judges   were  to  enter  it, 
and  was  therefore  obliged  to  set  out  from 
his  own  house  the  day  before  the  day  on 
which  the  judges  were  to  enter  the  same, 
and  to  sleep  at  a  small  and  indifferent  inn 
in  the  villa/e  of  Newtown  Butler,  which  can 
only  afford  accommodation  for  2  or  3  per- 
sons, and  that  very  indifferent,  on  earthen 
floors,  from  which  circumstances  the  peti- 
tioner could  not  expect  the  gent,  of  the 
jounty  to  submit  to  such  accommodation, 
merely  to  be  in  his  posse  to  receive  the 
judges;  and  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
petitioner's  request,  a  number  of  gent,  of 
the  county  did  meet  the  judges  some  rtiiles 
from  the  county  town,  on  the  day  of  their 
arrival ;    and   that  the   petitioner  would 
have  been  at  the  bounds  of  the  county  at 
Vol.  II, 


least  half  an  hour  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed by  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  but  he,   hay- 
ing come  at  an  earlier  hour  than  he  had 
appointed,    had  advanced   into  the   peti- 
tioner's bailiwick  about  2  miles  before  the 
petitioner  and  his   attendants  game   up ; 
and  that   the   petitioner,  on  meeting  the 
Judges,  went  up,  with  his  hat  ot7,  to  apo- 
logize, and  mention  the  cause  of  his  not 
being  at  the  bounds  of  the  county  when 
they  arrived,  when  the  hon  Justice  Fox, 
in  the  most  insulting  manner,  without  no- 
ticing the  petitioner,  ordered  his  postilion 
to  drive  on ;  and  that,  on  going  into  tlie 
court  house  (though  the  judge  was  in  his 
riding  dress,  in  boots,  &c.),  after  the  pe- 
titioner going  to  his  carriage  to  wait  on 
him,  on  his  coming  out  he  rushed  by  the 
petitioner  in  a  most  violent  manner,  or- 
dering  the  petitioner,  in  the  most  insult- 
ing language,  to  takeoff  his  hat;  and  that 
although  the  petitioner  had  paid  him  every 
respect  as  aforesaid,  and  he  and  his  bro- 
ther judge   had  honoured  the   petitioner 
with  their  company  at  dinner  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  the  said  hon.  Judge  Fox,  in 
his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  delivered  in 
the  face  of  the  county,  used  the  most  gross 
and  degrading  language  to  the  petitioner, 
such  as  had  never  before  been  addressed 
to  him  (the  petitioner  then  acting  as  high 
sheriff),  for  not  having  conrie  to  meet  him 
on  his  entering  the  bounds  of  the  county, 
and  charged  the  petitioner,  in  the  grossest 
manner,  with  farming  out  to  hire  his  baili- 
wick, which  the  petitioner  never  did,  and 
concluded  by  imposing  on  the  petitioner  a 
fine  of  5001.  for  not  njeeting  him  as  afore- 
said ;  and.  that  the  petitioner  humbly  con* 
ceives,  that  although  his  not  being  at  tlie 
bounds  of  the  county  to  meet  the  judge 
on  his  entrance  was  an  omission,  it  was 
owing  to   the  judge  being  so  much  earlier 
than  the   time  he  had  appointed,  which 
may   appear  by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  G, 
Bell,  the  person  the  petitioner  sent  to  the 
county  of  Cavan  (in  place  of  his  sub-she- 
riff,, who  was  then  indisposed,  and  is  since 
dead)  to  wait  on  the  judges  in  his  name 
and  receive  their  commands,  and  particu- 
larly to  know  the  hour  at  which  the  peti- 
tioner should  be  in  waiting  for  them :  these 
circumstances   considered,   the  petitioner 
trusts  it  was  not  such  a  crime  as  to  merit 
opprobrious  censure,  and  so  heavy  a  fine ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  fe^ls  degraded  and 
abused  in  the  eyes  of  his  country,  so  long 
as  the  injury  he  has  stated  remains  unre^ 
I  dressed ;  aD4-  that  the  petitioner  can  verify 
3  L 
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on  oath  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  peti- 
tion ;  and  therefore  praybg  the  house  to 
afford  the  petitioner  such  redress  as  to 
jusiice  may  seem  meet." — Ordered,  that  the 
5aid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
.  [Irish  Customs  and  Excise  Bill.] 
—Mr.  Foster  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  3d  reading  of  the  Irish  Customs 
and  Excise  bill.  On  the  qi^stion  being 
put. 

The  Hon.  C.  H,  Hutchinson  rose.  He 
said  he  could  not  suffer  this  opportunity 
to  pass,  without  making  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  situation  of  that  part  of  the 
empire  to  which  the  operation  of  this  bill 
was  to  be  confine^l.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr,  Foster)  had  stated  the  na- 
tional debt  of  Ireland  to  have  been 
25,00Q,000l. in  1800;  53,000,000 in  1803; 
and  that  the  revenues  of  thar  country 
were  rapidly  declining.  He  had  stated, 
that  since  Jan.  last,  a  defalcation  had 
taken  place  in  the  revenue  to  the  amount 
of  300,0001.  and  yet  with  its  manufac- 
tures annihilated,  except  its  staple,  the 
linen  manufacture,  with  its  provision  trade 
diminished,  and  its  rjesources  exhausted, 
that  country  had  atlded  9,500,0001.  to  its 
debt  this  year,  while  G.  Britain,  during 
the  same  period,  enjoying  a  commerce 
commensurate  with  the  limits  of  the  ha- 
bitable world,  with  manufactures  in  a  state 
of  the  highest  prosperity,  and  wealth  and 
resources  inexhaustible,  had  added  but  a 
sum  little  exceeding  12,000,0001.  It  was 
unnecessary  to  accompany  such  a  state- 
ment with  any  observations  on  the  finan- 
cial di faculties  that  must  be  the  fate  of 
Ireland ;  didiculties  which  one  would  be 
almost  afraid  to  look  in  the  face.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  proposed  to  support 
the  sinking  revenue  of  Ireland,  by  raising 
an  additional  reyenue  to  the  amount  of 
1,253,0001. ;  and  here  he  took  occasion  to 
retuni  bis  thanks  to  that  right  hon.  gent, 
ibr  having  given  up  the  increase  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  salt,  and  the  proposed 
stamp  duty  on  the  registering  of  freeholds. 
But  that  right  hon.  gent,  must  agree  with 
him,  that  the  taxes  now  proposed  would 
be  heavily  felt  in  a  country  circum- 
stanced as  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
bad  appealed  to  the  members  for  Ireland 
to  look  the  difficulties  in  the  face,  and  to 
make  common  cauae  in  their  efforts  to 
promote  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  No 
man  more  cordially  wished  for  that  unani- 
mity than  he  did,  beeause  he  was  confi- 
xient  that  the  want  of  union  had  been  the 


cause  of  all  the  lamentable  mPseries  and 
distractions  that  had  befallen  that  coun- 
try.    He  was  sanguine  enough  to  hope, 
that  if  ever  that  blessed  day  should  ar- 
rive, when  the  members  for  Ireland  would 
be  unanimous  in  recommending  measures 
best  calculated  to  pron>ote  the  permanent 
interests    of    their  country,    they  would 
have  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  mem- 
bers for  this  part  of  the  empire.     And 
here  he  begged  to  enter  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  principle,  from  whatever  quar- 
ter it  may  have  been  derived,  that  Irish 
members  ought  not  to  interfere  on  ques- 
tions exclusively  confined  to  G.  Britain, 
nor  vice  versa.    Such  a  principle  was  m 
direct  contradiction   to  the  spirit  of  the 
Union,  which  transferred  the  care  of  the 
interests  of  all  parts  of  the  united  empire, 
to  the  enlightened  wisdom  and  impartial 
justice  of  our  imperial  legislature.     Tlie 
right  hon.  gent,  had  proposed  two  arrange- 
ments for  supporting  the  sinking  resources 
of  the  country :  he  had  appealed  to  tl.^ 
gent,  of  Ireland  to  assist  in  promoting  the 
effectual  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to 
the  minister  of  the  empire,  to  give  effect 
to  a  system  of  economy.     These,  how- 
ever, were  not  of  themselves  sufficient  to 
save   the  country,    and   he  should   look 
upon  himself  as  deficient  in  duty,  if  he 
neglected  to  remind  the  house,  that  some- 
thing more  was  necessary  to   save   that 
country   from    the    ruin,    which,   by   the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  and  by 
the  papers  on  the  table,  appeared  to  be 
impending   over   it.      No   man   lamented 
more  than  he  did    the  circumstances  of 
exclusion  under  which  the  present  admi- 
nistration was  formed  ;  yet  whatever  loss 
he  must  suppose  the  public  service  to  have 
sustained  thereby,  when  he  looked  at  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt),  when  he  re-* 
collected  the  experience  he  had  had  for  20 
years  in   tlie  govt,  of  Ireland,  when   be 
called  to  mind  the  circumstances,  feelings 
and  sentiments  under  which   he  had   re- 
tired from  office,-  and  when  he  perceived 
him  returning  to  power,  convinced  as  he 
must  be,  that  Ireland  had  been  miserably 
governed,  and  that  nothing  had  since  oc- 
curred  to   change   those  sentiments    and 
feelings,  though'  he  lamented  the  princi- 
ples of  exclusion  on  which  his  administra- 
tion was  formed,  he  could  not  but  omen, 
favourably  to  the  cause  of  his  country, 
from  the  return  of  that  right  hon.  gent,  to- 
power.     He  hoped  and  trusted  the  right 
hoo.  gent,  would  bear  the  matter  ia  his- 
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Ddindr  that  he  would  take  it  with  him  to 
his  closet  during  the  recess,  and  employ 
on  it  his  giganlic  faculties,  that  he  should 
not  be  misled  by  weakness,  bigotry,  or 
wickedness.  He  could  not  avoid  advert- 
ing to  these  circumstances  at  a  moment 
when  they  were  going  to  impose  nearly 
one-half  in  addition  to  the  actual  amount 
of  the  revenue  in  Ireland.  The  hon. 
gent,  then  adverted  to  the  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  and  the  bill  for 
establishing  martial  law,  the  policy  of 
which  measures,  or  of  repealing  tlieui  in 
the  present  instance,  he  did  not  mean  to 
enter  into ;  and  after  bearing  honourable 
testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
govt,  of  Lord  Hardwicke  had  been  admi- 
nistered, concluded  with  a  declaration  of 
his  wish  to  rivet  the  attention  of  the  right 
h©n.  gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer)  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  that  the 
security  depended  not  upon  fortifications 
or  blockading  squadrons,  but  upon  the 
affections  and  loyalty  of  the  people. — ^The 
bill  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  after 
fiome  progress  had  been  made,  the  fartiier 
proceeding  was  put  off  to  to-morrow. 

[Egyptian  Antiquities.] — Mr.  Rose 
brought  up  a  petition  from  the  trustees  of 
the  British  Museum,  praying  the  aid  of 
the  sum  of  10,0001.  to  enable  tliem  to 
make  an  addition  to  the  British  Museum, 
in  order  to  secure  those  valuable  monu- 
nients  from  the  effects  of  the  weather. 
The  hon.  member  stated,  that  the  applica- 
tion had  the  sanction  of  the  crown,  and 
tjiat  the  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to 
provide  suitable  apartments  for  the  preser- 
vation of  invaluable  monuments  of  anti- 
quity, which  had  been  acquired  by  the 
valour,  intrepidity,  and  skill  of  our  troops 
in  an  expedition  seldom  equalled  in  the 
amials  of  any  country,  and  which  were 
now  under  a  shed  exposed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather. 

Sir  /.  Sinclair  thought  the  sum  a  consi- 
derable one,  and  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  intended  to  submit  the  petition  to 
the  consideration  of  a  committee,  or  to 
vote  the  sum  in  the  committee  of  supply, 
without  further  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Rose  replied,  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  more  than  half  the  sum  this 
session.  All  that  could  be  done  during 
tlie  recess,  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation, 
^nd  po  money  would  be  laid  out  but  what 
was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Francis  wished  to  have  stated  to 
the  hoiise  the  nature  of  the  mooomexus 


which  required  a  sum  of  l6,000l.  to  pro- 
vide theni  with  a  shelter  from  the  weather. 

Mr.  Windhamy  before  such  a  vote  passed, 
thought  it  highly  incumbent  on  the  house 
to  be  apprised  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  was  to  be  applied,  and  also  to 
know  that  it  was  to  be  committed  to  propei 
hands.  For  the  mere  erection  ol  sheds  to 
cover  these^curiosities  l6,000l.  was  a  ver^ 
large  sum. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  was  not  merely  for  the  reception  ol 
these  curiojities  that  the  application  was 
made  to  the  house.  The  grant,  if  obtained 
would  be  employed  in  the  general  im- 
provement  and  extension  of  the  Museum 
so  as  to  render  it  more  adequate  to  the 
reception  of  new  cunosities  similar  tothos^ 
adverted  to,  or  to  such  others  as  acciden- 
tal circumstances,  or  individual  liberalit} 
might  from  time  to  time  afford. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  by  no  means  disposec 
to  oppose  the  petition,  but  thought,  that  i 
such  a  liberal  grant  were  afforded,  xhi 
public  ought  in  return  to  have  greater  fa 
cility  of  access  to  the  curiosities  which  th< 
museum  contained. 

Mr,  W,  Smith  was  friendly  to  the  ge 
neral  object  of  the  petition,  as  it  had  beet 
explained  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer.  He  considered  it  rather  discre. 
ditable  to  the  national  character,  that  s< 
much  had  for  a  century  past  been  done  loi 
other  national  objects,  while  so  little  hac 
been  done  for  the  encouragement  of  th« 
arts.  In  affording  the  grant  proposed,  th< 
house  would  only  be  doing  what  they  ough 
long  ago  to  have  done. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  plan  and  esti 
mate  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  house.— 
After  a  few  words  from  Sir  W.  Young  aiic 
Dr.  Laurence, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  sa 
ttsfy  all  parties,  moved  that  the  plan  anc 
estimate  of  tlie  proposed  improvement! 
should  be  laid  on  the  table ;  after  ^hfch  i 
committee  might  be  appointed  to  exaniiix 
the  propriety  of  granting  the  sums  required 
Ordered. 

[Civil  List].— Tlie  Chancellor  of  thi 
Exchequer  moved  the  order  ol  the  day  foi 
the  house  to  go  into  a  committee  of  supply 
and  that  the  reports  of  the  Civil  l^ist  of  thi 
last,  and  likewise  of  the  present  session 
and  the  several  acconnts  relative  thereto 
together  with  the  additional  estimates  fo 
the  navy,  the  Sierra  Leone  company,  tb( 
African  company,  and  the  Veterinary  Col 
lege  eetitiiates;  be  referred  tliereto.— 1  h< 
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house  having  accordingly  resolved    itselt 
into  a  committee,  the  ri^Ut  liou.  gent,  ob- 
served, that  as  the  state  of  his  Majesty  V 
civil  Hst  iiad  been  so, fully  beiore  the  bouse 
in  the  report  both  of  the  last  and  present 
session,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him 
to  detain  the   commitlee,  by  dwelling  ai 
any  length  upon  the  subject  to  which  ht 
proposed  to  call  its  attention.     The  re- 
ports shewed  that  a  considerable  exceeding 
bad  taken  place  in  several  articles  in  tht 
year  1S02,  beyond  the  estimates  of  1787. 
This  exceeding,  it  appeared,    had   taken 
place  only  in. articles  of  three  descriptions : 
Ibt,  m  the  3d  class,  which  comprehended  the 
salaries  and  establishments  of  foreign  mi- 
nisters; next,   in  the  4Lh  class,  compre- 
hending the  expences  of  the  household ; 
and  lastly,  in  that  class  of  expenditure, 
ranked  under  the  head  of  occasional  pay- 
ments.    Many  of  the   items  of  increa.se 
under  this  liead,  arose  from  the  additional 
expences  of  foreign  service,  from  objects 
of  internal  police,    from  the   augmented 
expences  of  the  two  houses  of  parliament, 
from  secret,  foreign  services,  and  the  addi- 
tional expence  in   messengers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  renewal  of  hostilities.     The 
house,  on  the  grounds  stated  in  the  report 
of  1802,  had  voted  a  sum  to  discharge  the 
arrears  then  duo  on  his  Majesty's  civil  list, 
and  that  they  had  voted  that  sum,  and  it 
had  appeared  to  be  their  opinion  that  some 
further  arragement  should  be  made  to  pro- 
vide against  the  accumulation  of  debt  on  it 
in  future,  no  ineasure  had  been  since  taken 
to  equalize  the  revenue  to  the  expenditure. 
Two  years  and  a  half,  had  since  elapsed, 
and  the  debt  which  he  had  then  to  propose 
to  make  a    provision    for,  amounted   to 
590,0001.^  Gent,  would  perceive  that  the 
debt  on  the  civil  list  was  last  year25O,0OOl. 
and  that  the  accession  of  it  since  had  been 
on}y  jn  a  proportion  conformable  to  the 
grad^j^l  excess  of  the  expenditure  over  the 
former  estimates.     The   right  hon.  gent, 
therefore,  hpped,  that  on  the  ground  on 
which  thp  bpu§e  h^d  granted  the  money  in 
iS02,  to  dispharge .  the  debt  affecting  the 
pivil  list,   there  >yoji)d  be  no  objection  to 
yote,  in  the  present  instance,-  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  liquidate  tbp  debt  th^t  had  since 
accumulated.     With  respppt  to  the  futpre 
state  of  the  pivil  list^  all  the  'pommitjtees 
that  had  reported  on  the  object  had  agreed, 
that  there  were  many  ch^fgie^  that  ought 
to  be  transferred  to  the  p^^iprntes. annually 
vpt€;d  by  the  house,  most.pf  therp  .new  in 
tbejr  mature,  pr  ^arr^ed  tp  an.  exJ^pt  not 


foreseen  in  the  former  estimates.    Many 
of  those  arose  from  the  war,  from  the  in. 
Lcrnal  circumstances  and  situation  of  the 
country,    from   increased   law    expences, 
from  the  additional  expence  of  stationary 
for  parliament,  from  the  arrangement  for 
'he  improvement  of  both  houses,  and  irom 
the  multiplication  of  private  bills,  none  of 
vhich  ought  properly  to  be  charged  on  the 
Civil  hst.     It  would  also  afford  a  further 
inducement  to  relieve  tlie  civil  list  from 
such  charges,  that  they  might  vary  with 
circumstances,  and  some  of  them  even  be 
diminished  on  the  recurrence  of  peace. 
Many  too  would  increase  from  the  eftect 
of  that  increase  in  the  objects  of  legisla-* 
tion,  arising  out  of  the  growing  prosperity 
of  the  country.     These  charges  came  all 
under  the  liead  of  occasional  payments, 
but  it  was  not  his  intention  to  propose  to 
transfer  them  all  to  be  annually  voted,  but 
such  a  proportion  of  them  as  would  amount 
to  the  sum  of  135,0001,  on  the  scale  on 
which  they  were  estimated  for  the  present 
year,  and  which  would  be  subject  to  some 
diminution  on  the  return  of  peace.     In  adi 
dition  to  the  expences  of  printing  for  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  for  the  houses  of  par-    * 
liament,  to  a  provision  for  the  officers  of 
parliament,  to   law  charges,   and  certain 
allowances  to  sheriffs,  they  would  also  in- 
clude a  provision  for  the  French  refugees, 
clergy,  and  laity.     The  other  heads  were 
of  a  political  nature.     In  the  estimates  of 
1787>  no  allowance  had  been  made  for 
foreign  secret  services.    A  sum  was  usually 
voted  by  parliament,  under  the  head  of 
secret  service  rrioney,  which  was  usimlly 
insufficient,  and  the  deficiency  was  made 
up  out  of  the  civil  list,  but  in  future,  he 
proposed  that  the  whole  estimated  expence 
should  be  laid  before  the  house  in  order  to 
its  being  provided  for  by  parliament.    The 
extraordinary  allowances  to  foreign  minis- 
ters, and  the   extra  'contingencies  in  the 
office  of  sec.  of  state  in  war  could  not  have 
made  any  part  of  a  peace  estimate.     The 
whole  of  the  sums  for  civil  and  political 
purposes,  from  which  he  proposed  to  re- 
lieve the  civil  list,  would  be  as  he  before 
stated,  135,0001.     This  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  vote  at  present,  he  mentioned  it 
only  by  way  of  explanation,  of  what  he 
meant  to  submit  to  the  house  on  a  future    - 
day.     The  other  proposal  that  he  had  to 
make  was  a  grant  of  a  ])ositive   addition 
to  the  civil  list.     The  addition,  he  trusted, 
would  appear  to  gent,  moderate,  when  it 
was  considered  tliat  the  necessity  of  making 
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it  arose  chiefly  from  the  increase  under  the  i 
head  of  tradesmen's  bills,  in  the  different  I 
departments  of  his  Majesty's  household,  in 
that  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  *  the  Lord 
Steward,  the  Master  of  the  Horse,  and 
the  Master  of  the  Robes.  No  gent,  wlio 
reflected  on  the  very  considerable  rise  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  every  arti- 
cle of  domestic  accommodation,  could  be 
surprised  that  his  Majesty  had  not  confined 
his  expences  under  that  head,  within  limits 
that  had  been  marked  out  so  long  since. 
An  increase  of  40,  50,  or  6ol.  per  cent, 
bad  taken  place  in  such  articles  since 
1787.  The  expences  under  this  head, 
chargeable  on  the  civil  list,  amounted  in 
1802  to  218,0001.  and  he  was  convinced, 
thatapositive  addition  of  60,000l.  to  meet 
the  increase  in  the  different  articles,  would 
appear  moderate,  especially  when  it  was 
considered  that  these  were  articles  that 
most  intimately  contributed  to  the  comforts 
of  every  branch  of  the  royal  family.  It 
would  also  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  house 
to  be  assured,  that  they  who  had  the  su- 
perintendance  of  the  disbursements,  were 
Studious  in  avoiding  any  unnecessary  ex- 
pence.  These  formed  the  chief  addition 
to  the  civil  list,  for  it  was  apparent,  that 
the  otlier  charges  under  the  head  of  occa- 
sional payments,  grew  out  of  the  political 
circumstances  of  the  country.  In  the  arti- 
cle of  pensions,  there  was  a  diminution  ra- 
ther than  an  increase,  being  this  year 
10,0001.  less  than  in  1802.  If  he  were  to 
propose  an  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  money,  and  to 
correspond  with  the  progressive  increase 
of  other  establishments,  it  would  not  by 
any  means  be  unreasonable.  But,  how- 
ever desirable  it  might  be  to  furnish  his 
Majesty  with  the  means  of  exercising  his 
benevolence  on  a  scale  befitting  a  great 
oation,  he,  in  consideration  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  pro- 
posed that  the  estimate  under  the  head  of 
pensions,  should  be  taken  at  92,0001.  as 
jt  was  in  1802.  The  only  other  item  in 
which  there  was  any  real  excess*  was  in 
certain  allowances  to  the  foreign  ministers, 
and  this  would  not  exceed  80001.  There 
was  another  instance  in  which  there  would 
be  an  apparent  increase.  When  his  Ma- 
jesty's civil  list  had  been  settled,  the  sum 
of  58,0001.  was  granted  to  her  Majesty  to 
cover  all  the  expences  of  the  royal  family, 
and  it  was  thought  right  now  that  parlia- 
ment should  enable  his  Majesty  to  gran 
the  sum  of  40001.  anmially  from  the  civil 


list,  the  allowance  to  her  Majesty  being  al- 
together insufficient.  This  would  create  a 
charge  of  20,0001.  upon  the  civil  list.  The 
whole  amount  then  of  the  charges  to  ba 
voted  annually,  would  be  135,0001.  The 
estimated  charges  on  the  civil  list,  amount- 
ed to  975,0001. ;  the  revenue  of  the  civil 
list,  did  not  quite  amount  to  900,0001.; 
it  appeared,  however,  that  certain  fees 
which  had  beea  added  to  the  civil  list, 
raised  it  to  921,0001.;  which  left  a  dedcit 
of  6*4,0001.  The  right  hou.  gent ,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  vote  a  positive  addition 
of  60,0001.  to  the  civU  list,  and  trusted 
that  the  grounds  he  had  stated  would  be 
so  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  that  the/ 
would  feel  no  repugnance  to  adopt  his  pro- 
positions. He  concluded  by  moving,  that 
it  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that 
the  sum  of  591,8421.  3s.  lOid.  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  for  <iefraying  the  arrears 
of  the  civil  list.-*-On  the  question  bein^ 
put, 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  in  delivering  hit 
sentiments  on  the  present  question,  he  di4 
not  mean  to  cast  the  smallest  reflection, 
either  on  the  present  administration  or  the 
last;  but  it  became  the  house  to  look  with 
an  eye  of  extreme  jealousy  in  times  like  the 
present,  whenever  they  were  called  upon 
for  a  grant  of  the  public  money.  Two 
years  ago,  he  had  understood  it  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  then  administration,  to  fix 
the  expenditure  at  a  certain  sum,  and 
they  had  professed  a  determination  to  pre- 
vent a  similar  accumulation  in  future. 
He  was,  however,  sorry  (o  observe,  they 
had  neglected  and  disregarded  punctuality 
in  the  payments  of  the  different  classes. 
For  l6  years  previous  to  the  year  1802, 
the  average  of  the  civil  list  debt  was  not 
more  than  80,4001.  annually,  but  for  the 
two  last  years  that  average  had  trebled. 
The  cause  of  this  increase  he  particularly 
wished  to  have  explained.  The  sum« 
under  the  head  of  special  service  for  the 
last  two  years,  struck  him  as  rather  ex- 
traordinary. The  40,0001.  for  foreign  mi- 
nisters, he  thought,  should  be  specifically 
accounted  for.  He  did  not  like  this  way 
of  lumping  it.  It  might  lead  men  to  con- 
jecture  that  it  was  made  a  cloak  for  the 
application  of  the  public  money  to  impro- 
per purposes.  At  the  same  time  that  hft 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  house  and  the 
public  should  be  satisfied  upon  this  point, 
he  bt  gt^ed  it  to  be  understood  that,  far 
from  dc-siring  to  abridge  the  allowance  to 
our  ambassadors,   he  entertained  a  hope 
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tbbt  Sttcb  allowances  would  be  augmented, 
sa  as  to  consult  the  rank  and  sukable  ac- 
coflomodation  of  our  diplomatic  agents. 
Under  the  head  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
ctffice,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  the 
Board  of  Works^  he  observed  a  considera- 
h\e  increase  beyond  former  years*  For  the 
augmentation  of  the  allowance  of  presents, 
l^c»  to  foreign  ministers  within  the  last 
year,  he  could  not  conceive  a  reason.  He 
meant  tbat  kind  of  allowance  granted  for 
executing  conventions,  treaties,  &c.  as 
there  were  none  such  that  he  recollected* 
Yet  this  sum  materially  exceeded  the  ex- 
peaditure  for  a  similar  purpose  in  tlie  year 
previous  to  the  last  war,  when  so  many 
conventions  and  treaties  with  foreiga 
powers  were  concluded.  The  excess 
night,  perhaps,  have  proceeded  from  pre- 
sents to  the  Barbary  States,  but  of  this  he 
wished  to  be  infornued.  In  the  comi^ensa- 
tion  to  persons  for  lo8s«>f  offices,  there 
was  an  advance  of  10,00pU  which  made 
i^  ioT  the  10,0001.  reduction  of  the  pen- 
sion list,  which  had  been  noticed  by  his 
light  hoB*  friend^  and  therefore  there  was 
no  saving  to  the  public.  The  additional 
expence  in  the  offices  of  the  three  secreta- 
Ytes  of  state,  which  was  not  less  than 
77,OOOL  appeared  to  him  particularly  to 
/jequire  explanation.  One  of  those  offices 
was  no  doubt  new,  and  he  did  not  mean  to 
contend  that  it  was  uifnecessary  in  war, 
but  upon  the  return  of  peace,  whenever  it 
should  arrive,  he  looped  it  would  be  done 
away.  The  hon.  member  stated  his  ap- 
probation of  the  proposal  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  to  transfer  to  another  fund  those 
charges  which  did  not  properly  belong  to 
the  civil  list.  There  was  another  item  in 
the  report  on  the  table  upon  which  the 
hon.  member  confessed .  that  he  could  not 
touch  without  pain,  but  his  seuse  of  duty 
would  not  suffer  him  to  overlook  it*  This 
was  an  advance  of  l6,000L  to  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  which  was  to  be  paid  by  instal- 
ments, aa(|  of  which  7000I.  were  still  due 
If  the  salary  of  that  illustrious  personage, 
pr  of  any  other  branch  of  the  royal  £eunily, 
were  found  inadequate  to  provide  for  the 
comforts  which  bclongied  to  the  station  they 
occupied^  he.  would  be  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  consent  to  any  increase  that  mi^t 
be  necessary ;  but  he  d^liked  the  principle 
of  such  occasiooai  advances  as  that  to 
which  he  alludedi^)  ^'  It  was  a  Complete  de- 
viation from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke*s  bill.  It  tended  to  disorgwiize  the 
whole  system  of  the  civil  list.    It  would 


serve  to  place  the  princes  of  the  blood  in  a 
kind  of  dependence  on  the  first  lord  of  the 
treasury,  who  might,  if  this  practice  were 
tolerated,  advance  any  sum  he  pleased  ia 
this  clandestine  manner,  without  the  con. 
sent  of  parliament,  to  any  person  he  chose 
to  accommodate,  wheth^  that  person  be* 
longed  to  the  royal  family  or  not.  For  it 
was  hard  to  say  to  what  an  extent  the  prifi^ 
ciple  might  be  carried.  It  had,  indeed, 
in  one  instance  been  exter.ded  to  a  mill, 
tary  officer  (Major-Gen.  Gardiner),  ta 
whom  above  20001.  had  been  advanced^ 
with  the  stipulation  of  i-epayment  at  the 
rate  of  3001.  a-year,  not  a  guinea  of  which 
had  been  yet  received.  How  came  it,  that 
the  performance  of  such  an  engagement 
was  not  inforced  by  those  who  had  the 
means  of  doing  so,  by  deducting  from  the 
salaries  they  had  to  pay  ?  The  next  point 
to  which  tbs  hon.  member  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  h6«i8e,  was  the  deficiency  ioc 
tlie  fees  of  officers  in  the  treasury,  which 
amounted  to  15,0001.  a  sum  equal  to  the 
whole  salaiy  of  the  higher  officers  in  that 
department.  How  such  a  deficiency  grew 
up,  he  wished  to  learn.  Upon  the  whole, 
indeed,  of  the  items  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, he  was  anxious  £or  explsmation,  per-* 
haps  that  explanation  might  remove  his 
doubts.  To  the  time  at  which  this  propo-* 
sition  was  'submitted,  he  could  not  help 
saying,  that  he  had  much  objection.  At 
such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  when  the 
country  had  such  burdens  to  bear,'  aad 
such  difficulties  to  encounter,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  decorpiis  or  fitting  to  make 
this  application  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
As  it  was  determined  to  make  it,  howevejr 
it  was  incumbent  on  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  couple  with  it  some  measure  to  prevent 
the  farther  accumulation  of  debt  in  this 
department.  He  had  heard  it  said,  that 
such  a  general  measure  was  impracticable ; 
but  this  assertion  was  not  borne  out  by  the 
experience  of  many  years  immediately  suc^ 
ceeding  the  enactment  of  Mr.  Burke's  btll. 
It  was  evident,  that  either  some  means 
most  be  adopted  of  keeping  the  expences 
of  this  department  within  the  revenue  as- 
signed, or  a  necessity  would  perpetually 
recur  of  resorting  to  parliament  in  tlie  way 
then  before  the  house.  The  hon.  member 
admitted  that,  if  a  permanent  addition  to 
the  revenue  of  the  civil  list  were  dfecmed- 
necessary,  the  arrangement  could  not  be 
put  on  a  better  footing  than  that  proposed 
by  his  right  hon.  friend.  He  exhorted  tl^ 
treasury,  w^h  ^hom  the  control  rested^ 


Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


SQ91 


PARL.  DEBATES,  July  5, 1804,-^ra  Lot. 


to  keep  all  the  govt,  offices  within  the 
rules  of  economy,  and  not  permit  extra- 
vagance of  any  kind.  Among  tl^  other 
explanations  required  by  the  hon.  gent, 
be  requested  to  be  informed  of  the  amount 
of  the  4|  per  cent,  duties  which  were  ap» 
plicable  to  the  purposes  of  the  civil  list, 
and  also  of  the  other  resources  which 
were  applicable  in  aid  of  that  fund  ? 

The  (yhanceUit:  of  the  Exchequer  began 
by  complimenting  the  fair  and  and  parlia- 
mentary maimer  in  which  his  hon.  friend 
bad  stated  his  opinions.  The  principal 
point  upon  which  his  hon.  friend  seemed 
to  hesitate  as  to  the  propriety  of  concur- 
ring in  the  proposition  before  the  house 
was  this,  that  the  tin^e  of  war  was  not 
that  which  ought  to  have  been  selected 
for  an  application  of  tliis  nature ;  but  in 
answer  to  this  objection  he  would  say, 
that  it  was  Ik'come  necessary  to  do  one  of 
two  things ;  cither  to  refuse  to  the  throne 
an  adequate  allowance,  or  to  break  in 
upon  the  establishment  of  royalty;  and 
he  did  not  believe  that  there  was  a  man 
who,  in  any  cinAimstances,  would,  merely 
for  a  saving  of  50  or  6o,OOOl.  consent  to 
an  abridgment  of  that  dignity  which  formed 
a  necessary  part  of  the  monarchy,  and 
therefore  formed  a  necessary  part  of  our 
constituLion.  This,  however,  must  be 
done,'  or  else  we  must  go  on  suflTering  the 
debt  of  the  civil  list  to  accumulate  in' 
time  of  war,  and  thus  lay  the  necessity  of! 
making  good  the  payment  of  it  in  time  of 
peace;  but  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
judgment  of  the  house  and  the  public, 
whether  it  was  not  better,  even  amidst  the 
pressure  of  war,  at  once  to  provide  for 
the  discharge  of  this  arrear,  and  also  to 
guard,  as  much  as  possible,  against  the 
recurrence  of  such  debts,  than  to  adopt 
either  of  the  alternatives  he  liad  referred 
to  ?  To  state  the  dilemma  in  which  his 
bon.  friend's  objection  would  place  the 
house,  was,  he  was  satisfied,  quite  enough 
to  ensure  their  assent  to  the  proposition 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit,  a  proposi- 
tion which  bad  for  its  object  the  support 
of  that  increased  ex  pence  of  the  crown, 
which  arose  not  from  any  disposition  to 
prodigality  or  extravagance,  but  from  that 
enhancement  in  all  the  necessary  articles 
of  life  which  had  taken  place  since  the 
revenue  of  the  civil  list  was  last  fixed, 
and  of  which  every  individual  in  private 
litie  must  be  sensible.  The  arrangement 
be  proposed  had  no  view  to  any  advance 
'k  the  quacitum  of  magnificence^  or  the 


indulgeacies  which  should  belong  t 
Royal  Family,  as  the  only  intentioi 
to  enable  that  illustrious  family  to 
tain  tlie  rank  which,  according  t 
grant  of  1786,  it  was  admitted  they 
to  hold.  As  the  only  effect  of  tlie 
posed  addition  would  be  to  equalize 
revenue  to  tlie  change  of  circumsl 
which  had  taken  place/  he  was  con 
that  there  was  not  one  of  the  constii 
of  that  house,  who  would  not  coj 
that  economy  extremely  misplaced, 
should,  under  such  circumstances^ 
upon  his  Mi^ty's  family  to  ret 
their  necessary  expences,  or  refuse  i 
to  the  propositioji  in  debate,  partic 
when  it  was  recollected,  that  the  civ 
was  but  a  commutation  which  his  M 
had  accepted  on  his  accession  t< 
throne,  for  a  large  hereditary  re\ 
When  it  was  considered  how  long  hit 
jesty  had,  happily  for  this  countiy, 
pied  the  throne,  for  a  period  k>ng< 
most  than  any  sovereign  to  be  fou 
our  history ;  when  the  growth  of  tl 
venue,  which  he*  had  surrendered  i 
change,  was  taken  into  <:onsideratio 
was  sure  it  would  be  admitted,  thai 
upon  parliament  for  an  advance  of  6o 
a  year  in  his  revenue,  and  the  trans 
another  fund  of  claims  which  do  i 
all  belong  to  the  civil  list,  accord! 
its  original. constitution,  furnished  n 
ground  of  objection ;  for  he  begged 
be  distinctly  understood  by  that  hous 
the  public,  that  that  branch  of  the 
ditary  revenue  which  had  been  enjoy 
his  Majesty's  predecessors,  and  in  1 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  acce] 
civil  list,  had  so  far  advanced,  that  il 
amounted  to  nearly  1,500,0001.  a 
From  this,  therefore,  it  appeared, 
the  addition  of  60,000l.  to  900,0(J 
year,  left  a  considerable  balance  in  f 
of  the  public.  He  would  put  it  t 
candour  of  the  house  and  the  coi 
whether  any  proposal  could  stand 
fairer  grounds,  whether  any  thing  coi 
imagined  more  self-evident,  and  les 
ble  to  mistake  ?  As  to  another  pc 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend,  whii 
commended  the  proposition  of  some 
sure  of  general  regulation  upon  a  p 
pie  analogous  to  that  upon  which 
Burke's  bill  was  founded,  he  always  th 
that  such  a,  measure  was  impracti< 
and  in  this  opinion  he  was  confi 
from  a  consideration  of  the  nature, 
knowledge  of  the  effects  of  Mr.  B 
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system,  which  was  foand  to  be  quite  inap- 
plicable.— Here  the  right  hon.  gent,  look 
<xx;asiou  to  state  the  excess  in  the  expence 
of  the  civil  list  had  by  no  means  pro- 
ceededy  as  his  boD.  friend  professed  im 
think*  from  an  improper  inattention  to 
Mr,  Burke's  bill*  but  from  finding  that  a 
change  of  circumstances  had  rendered  a 
close  attentibn  to  that  measure  impracti- 
cable. He  hoped  that  his  conduct  for 
come  years  after  the  enactment  of  that 
bill  was  such  as  to  shew,  that  if  it  had 
lailed  of  its  object,  tliat  failure  was  not 
to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  a  sincere 
desire  upon  his  part,  and  that  of  his  col- 
leagues in  ofiice,  to  carry  it  into  complete 
execution.  To  the  mode  of  classing  the 
creditors  of  the  civil  list  in  the  act  alluded 
to»  the"  govt,  with  which  he  had  the  ho- 
Bour  of  being  connected,  had  always  ad- 
liered.  No  preference  was  ever  given  to  any 
but  the  royal  family,  the  judges,  and  the 
|[>reign  mmisters^  and  upon  all  the  other 
classes  the  debt  was  suffered  to  fall  in 
equal  proportion.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
bowever,  dwelt  upon  the  consequences 
which  would  result  from  a  rigid  adherence 
to  the  letter  of  this  act,  particularly  in 
legard  to  the  extinction  of  a  debt  which 
ahould  be  suffered  to  go  a  certain  number 
of  quarters  in  arrear.  This  strictly  acted 
itpon  would,  he  apprehended,  expose  the 
royal  family  tliemselves  to  have  their  sa- 
laries stopped.  The  measure  altogether 
was  not  reducible  to  practice,  nor  did  he 
tliiuk  any  thing  of  a  similar  nature  would 
be  effectual.  All  he  thought  advisable  or 
necessary  was,  that  in  case  the  civil  list 
should  at  any  future  time  be  in  debt,  and 
he  could  not  pretend  to  provide  against 
such  an  event,  parliament  should  be  im- 
mediately apprized  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  debt.  For  this  purpose,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  introduce  a  clause 
into  the  act,  which  was  meant  to  be 
grounded  upon  the  resolution  x)f  the  com- 
mittee. Such  a  clause,  enjoining,  that 
whenever  the  civil  list  should  contract  a 
debt  of  a  specified  amount,  or  whenever 
it  should  be  a  certain  time'  in  arrear,  the 
fact  should  be  laid  before  parliament. 
This  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most  sim- 
ple mode  of  proceeding,  and  Uhe  only 
plan  that  occurred  to  him  as  necessary. 
After  the  circumstance  of  the  debt  should 
be  laid  before  parliament,  then  it  would 
become  a  subject  for  consideration  what 
course  to  follow.  Further  particulars 
might  be  called  for,  and  the  fullest  inves- 


tigation might  take  place,  if  it  should  ap* 
pear  to  be  necessary.  ^  As  to  the  ex  plana* 
tion  required  by  his  hon.  friend  respecting 
the  aid  derived  to  tlie  civil  list  fix)m  the  4^ 
per  cent,  duties,  and  other  funds,  he  could 
state  to  his  hon.  friend  and  the  bouse, 
that  this  aid  was  insignificant  indeed. 
Adverting  to  the  advances  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  and  Gen.  Gardiner,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  presumec^at  it  would  be 
found  the  stipulated  instalments  were  de^ 
ducted  from  their  salaries.  He  did  not 
mean  to  state  it  positively,  as  he  had 
made  no  inquiry  on  the  subject. — ^With 
respect  to  the  principle  of  occasionally 
advancing  money  to  persons  connected 
with  the  civil  list,  where  the  cause  ap- 
peared to  be  pressing,  and  not  otherwise, 
he  differed  widely  from  the  opinion  of  his 
hon.  friend.  Such  advances,  he  admitted, 
should  be  made  only  upon  Atraordinary 
occasions;  but  in  point  of  fact,  the  ad- 
vances allude4  40  by  his  hon.  friend  were 
not  of  such  amount,  as  much  to  alarm 
the  jealousy  of  the  house  upon  this  sub- 
ject! As  to  the  allusions  of  his  hon. 
friend  to  the  several  items  of  the  accounts 
on  the  table,  he  must  say,  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  satisfy  him ;  but  he  was  at 
liberty  to  move  for  any  document  he 
thought  necessary  to  the  full  explanation 
of  the  points  he  referred  to.  With  many 
or  most  of  the  points  adverted  to  by  his 
hon.  friend,  be  had  no  immediate  con« 
cem,  but  yet  he  had  no  doubt  that  they 
could  all  be  satisfactorily  accounted  fon 
He  wished  the  hon.  gent*  the  house,  and 
the  country,  clearly  to  comprehend  every 
part  of  the  statement,  and  that  every  light 
should  be  thrown  upon  it.  He  had  no 
other  desire  than  that  it  should  be  probed 
to  the  bottom,  in  order  that  it  should  be 
seen,  that  the  application  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  submit,  was  the  result  of  a  real 
unavoidable  necessity,  and  in  no  part  of 
the  expenditure  had  govt,  ceased  to  exer- 
cise a  proper  and  vigUant  control.  Feel- 
ii^gAJust  solicitude  for  the  credit  of  his 
Majesty's  govt,  it  was  his  anxious  wish^ 
that  every  means  should  be  taken  to  sa- 
tisfy the  country  of  the  truth  of  the  facts 
he  had  stated.  There  were  many  parts  of 
the  household,  in  which  the  estimate  was 
lower  than  was  formerly  fixed,  particu- 
larly in  the  Board  of  Works.  In  that 
department  an  increased  expenditure  had 
been  incurred  within  UiQ  two  last  years, 
which  was  not  likely  to  recur  again,  it 
arose  from  the  fitting  up  of  apartments 
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for  the  accommodatioQ  of  some  of  the 
branches  of  his  I^Iajesty's  family.  In  this 
depariment,  and  al»o  m  many  others,  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  draw  up  a  reduced 
•  estimate.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  found 
too  laie»  and  that  in  his  endeavour  to 
prevent  unnecessary  ex  pence,  he  should 
not  expose  himself  to  the  charge  of  laying 
a  delusive  statement  before  the  house,  or 
of  contributing  to  reduce  the  just  claims 
of  any  description  of  persons. 

Mr.  Addhigton  a;;reed,  that  the  most 
proper  mode  of  answering  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hou.  gent,  on  the  other  side 
(Mr*  Rankes),  was  to  produce  the  docu- 
ments  explaining  the  particulars  of  the 
expenditure.  No  part  of  the  40,0001. 
charged  under  the  head  of  extra  extraor- 
dinaries,  was  expended  for  secret  service ; 
it  was  expended  lor  an  object  which  was 
not  already  sutficiently  provided  for  ac- 
cording to  its  importance  ;  he  meant  our 
diplomatic  service,  a  line  in  which  it  was 
essential  to  encourage  men  of  talents, 
rank,  and  fortune  to  engage.  The  insuflfi- 
ciency  of  the  present  establishment  was 
the  cause  of  this  arrear  being  incurred. 
As  to  the  two  sums  of  10,0001.  and 
1 1 ,0001.  for  the  special  service  of  the  co- 
lonies in  the  years  1803-4,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  the 
particulars  of  this  expenditure  was  kept 
in.  a  book  which  was  laid  before  the  house, 
by  an  address  t>*  his  Majesty,  as  often  as 
it  was  thought  proper  to  examine  it,  and 
referretl  to  a  comitiiitee.  This  book  had 
been  laid  on  the  t.^ble,  in  consequence  of 
such  an  address,  in  KSO'i ;  and  it  was  now 
open  to  any  gent,  who  wished  to  have  it 
produc'»d,  by  adopting  the  same  course. 
In  the  mean  time  he  could  assure  gent, 
the  cxpences  were  of  the  usual  nature, 
lie  did  suppose  that  the  right  hon  gent,  so 
frequently  alluded  to,  uhen  this  subject 
was  under  consideration,  was  aware  of 
the  impossibility  of  strictly  executing  h  s 
own  act.  He  had  a  right  to  conclude  so, 
because  tlie  right  hon.  gent,  was  in  ihe 
house  when  a  motion  was  made,  in  a  year 
or  two  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  for  a 
sum  in  aid  of  the  civil  list,  and  he  did 
not  oppose  the  grant.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  s  ot)ject  certainly  was,  that  the  bill 
should  operate  as  a  control,  by  compelling 
the  explanation  of  every  thing  to  parlia- 
ment, and  it  had  so  operated.  As  to  the 
accommodation  given  to  a  branch  of  the 
royal  family  and  Gen.  Gardiner,  under  an 
eDgageinent  that  it  should  be  repaid, 
,    Vol- II. 


though  he  was  not  a  party  to  it,  hekn 
to  be  extremely  proper.  He  believed, 
considering  all  circumstances,  the  i 
tion  of  60,000l.  would  be  found  extre 
moderate.  The  proposition  of  the 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exch€ 
would  accomplish  what  be  himself  ha 
tended,  inasmuch  as  it  would  caus< 
account  of  every  arrear,  and  au  esti 
of  every  contingent  expence  of  the 
list  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  and 
could  be  incurred  without  the  know] 
of  the  house.  The  advance  to  the  br 
of  the  royal  family  would  be  no  charj 
the  public,  only  70001.  of  it  reniained 
unsatisfied.  The  only  great  questioi 
the  house  was,  whether  the  dignity 
comfort  of  the  British  crown  were  t 
provided  for  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
rank  of  the  nation ;  not  in  any  wa 
manner,  for  there  was  no  excess  of  s] 
dour  in  the  British  crown.  The  hous€ 
expenditure  for  tradesmen's  bills  was 
essentially  connected  with  the  comfoi 
the  sovereign  and  his  family.  The  e 
now  proposed  to  be  adopted  on  this 
was  the  same  that  be  had  venture 
recommend  with  respect  to  the  < 
branches  of  the  royal  family ;  and  he 
lieved  that,  in  considering  the  exp 
under  this  head,  the  only  matter  of 
prize  would  be,  that  there  was  so  c 
splendour  at  so  little  charge.  On  < 
paring  the  sums  granted  in  aid  of  the 
list,  with  the  produce  of  the  heied 
revenue  given  up  by  the  King,  if  ( 
could  be  a  matter  of  account  betweei 
sovereign  and  his  people,  the  people 
gainers.  The  application  now  made 
an  appeal  to  more  than  the  generosi 
the  house,  and  he  was  sure  the  h 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  acceding  i 
The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
chequer  acted  wisely  in  not  laying  c 
any  limitation.  The  best  mode  wa 
submit  every  occasional  necessity  to 
control  of  parliament.  Having  made 
motion  for  i-efernng  this  matter  to  a  c 
roittee,  and  holding  himself  responsible 
the  charge,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  r: 
this  explanation,  and  to  declare  his  n 
ness  to  support  the  measure. 

Dr»  Laurence  declared,  that  nothing 
more  alien  from  the  intentions  of  hu 
vered  friend  (Mr.  Burke),  than  to  cu 
by  any  precise  rule  any  part  of  the 
coming  splendor  of  the  British  cro 
his  o^ect  was  to  secure  the  cognizj 
and  control  of  everv  arrear  and  excei 
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the  civil  fist  to  parliameDt.  lie  approved 
of  the  present  plao,  but  be  could  not  sub- 
scribe to  one  reason  given  by  some  lor  the 
propriety  of  aiding  the  civil  list.  If  by  the 
commutation  of  tbe  hereditary  revenue  for 
a  fixed  sum,  tbe  public  were  gainers,  it 
^ould  be  recollected  tliat  bis  Majesty  bad 
A  fair  option,  and  bad  made  his  cboice. 
Tbe  advantage  of  tbe  exchange  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  continually  stated  as  a 
ground  of  just  remuneration,  lie  agreed 
in  the  propriety  of  eucour<iging,  by  respect- 
able provisions,  tbe  entrance  of  men  of 
.talent,  fortune,  rank,  and  character,  into 
the  diplomatic  corps.  The  services  of 
such  men  were  particularly  necessary  to 
us  in  that  line,  in  the  present  circumstances ; 
and  it  was  because  we  were  so  unfortu- 
nate as  not  to  have  sucli  nien,  that  we  had 
so  little '  iuAueuce  with  the  continental 
^wers. 

Sir  FrancU  Burdftt, — I  rise.  Sir,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  duty  I  owe  the  public  and  myself, 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  bouse 
those  reasons  which  render  it  impossible 
for  me  to  take  that  view  of  the  important 
subject  before  us  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  has  done, 
or  to  adopt  those  sentiments,  which,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  seem  to  be  acquiesced  in  by 
the  majority  of  those  who  hear  me. — ^It 
jnust  be  conceded  to  me,  that  the  present 
period  is  peculiarly  inauspicious  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  subject  of  this  kind.  These 
are  times,  Sir,  of  such  extraordinary  pres- 
sure, and  of  such  individual  difficulty  and 
general  distress,  that  every  demand  upon 
the  public  purse  requires  to  be  anxiously 
looked  to  and  investigated  with  the  utmost 
vjgilance^and  circumspection.  I  feel  it,  I 
say,  impossible  to  agree  to  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  right  boo.  gent,  because 
I  know  that  the  necessities  of  the  times  are 
great  and  urgent ;  that  the  price  of  every 
^lecessary  article  of  life  is  high  beyond  ex- 
ample; and  that  the  pressure  is  felt  not 
only  among  the  lower  and  the  middling 
classes  of  society,  but  even  among  the 
highest  ranks  of  the  state.  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  his  inference, 
that  the  pressure  of  the  times  attaching  to 
the  higher  orders,  is  a  reason  why  we 
ought  to  impose  still  greater  burdens  on 
the  people,  in  order  to  relieve  those  who 
feel  them  in  a  lesser  proportion.  I  never 
can  approve  of  this  mode  of  reasoning.  As 
•  the  present  period  is  one  when  every  man 
feels  his  comforts  diminished,  and  those 
enjoyments  he  has    been    long  used  to 


abridged,  by  tbe  weight  of  taxes  which  his 
utmost  exertion  can  scarcely  sustain,  I 
should  certainly  say*  that  whoever  admi- 
nisters the  govt,  of  tbe  country  ought 
to  economise  tbe  public  resources,  and 
put  up  with  some  of  those  inconve- 
niencies  which  tlie  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple suffer.  Comparatively  light  indeed 
must  those  evils  fall  on  persons  in  that 
rank  of  life. — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
any  part  of  the  royal  family  ought  to  be 
inconvenienced  by  the  pressure  of  the 
times ;  but  I  do  consider,  that  the  money 
granted  by  the  liberality  of  parliament  for 
the  expences  of  the  civil  list  is  ample 
enough  to  reUeve  every  branch  of  that  fa- 
mily, if  due  attention  be  paid  to  tbe  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  so  granted.  What 
I  complain  of  is,  that  there  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  scandalous  waste  of  the  public  money ; 
and  tbe  minister  of  govt,  himself  confesses, 
that  with  respect  to  tbe  extraordinaries  of 
the  civil  list,  he  has  acted  contraiy  to  law, 
but  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  otherwise. 
Better  and  more  constitutional  I  think  it 
would  have  been  to  have  bad  tbe  law  re- 
straining Uie  excess  of  tbe  civil  list  repeal- 
ed, than  to  have  acted  in  open  defiance 
of  its  letter,  and  in  violation  of  its  princi- 
ple. It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  I  ob- 
serve, that  a  debt  which  is  always  paying 
off",  should  be  thus  continually  increasing ; 
but  I  am  persuaded  it  never  will  be  other- 
wise if  this  house  allow  ministers  to  go  on 
just  as  they  think  proper,  and  without  sub. 
jecting  them  to  that  necessary  control 
which  can  alone  keep  them  within  the  U- 
mits  of  economy.  While  ministers  retain 
the  power  of  wantonly  and  arbitrarily  dis- 
posing of  the  public  money  with  impunity, 
it  is  net  to  be  expected  in  men  of  their 
character,  that  profusion  will  be  checked 
by  considerations  arising  from  tbe  public 
distress. — I  observe  with  infinite  regret, 
that  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  the 
revenue  of  the  country  is  expended  in  pen- 
sions, and  the  profits  of  sinecure  places. 
On  adverting  to  the  list  of  those  who  de- 
rive emolument  from  such  sources,  I  find 
it  does  not  present  the  name  of  a  single 
person  who  can  allege  any  legitimate  claim 
founded  upon  the  performance  of  any  pub. 
lie  service.  We  ought  to  see  rewards  of 
this  kind  bestowed  on  men  who  have  per- 
formed meritorious  services  for  their  coun- 
try ;  but  whenever  such  instances  have  oc- 
curred, they  have  uniformly  been  brought 
before  this  house  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  the  objects  of  par  Ucular  remuneratioa 
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out  of  the  public  fund,' independently  of 
the  civil  list.  I  sliould  think  that  the 
bounty  of  the  crown  would  be  better  ap- 
plied in  rewarding  real  merit,  and  thereby 
saving  an  extraordinary  expence  to  the 
pubUc. — It  has  been  the  practice,  wlien 
men  have  bravely  exerted  ihemselves  in 
their  country's  cause,  to  come  to  parlia- 
ment for  the  reward  they  have  merited,  I 
do  not  think  that  upon  such  occasions, 
this  house  has  been  so  generous  as  it  ought 
to  have  been.  Knowing  as  I  do  what  lu- 
crative places  some  hold  who  have  done 
nothing  to  deserve  them,  I  must  own  that 
I  feel  no  slight  degree  of  indignation  at 
seeing  such  men  as  Lord  Nelson,  who  has 
achieved  immortal  honour,  and  Lord 
Hutchinson,  the  conqueror  of  Egypt,  re- 
compensed with  only  2000h  a  year.  I 
observe  with  resentment,  such  a  man  as 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  to  whom  the  country  is 
so  much  indebted,  rewarded  so  inade- 
quately as  he  has  been,  at  least  in  compa- 
rison with  those  persons  who  are  basking 
in  the  sunshine  of  ministerial  patronage.— 
When  the  people  of  England  are  called 
on  for  daily  sacrifices ;  when  they  are  told 
by  ministers  that  the  sacrifices  they  have 
made  are  nothing  to  those  which  they  must 
submit  to ;  when  the  country  is  engaged  in 
a  war,  of  the  end  of  which  no  man  can 
form  a  conjecture;  when  the  people  are 
oppressed  with  taxes  and  exactions  which 
they  are  unable  to  bear;  and  when  the 
privations  they  endure  exceed  what  the 
most  despondent  could  ever  have  imagin- 
ed, surely  it  is  a  little  hard  to  hear  it  said, 
that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  a  reason 
why  those  who  so  sorely  feel  it  should  have 
it  aggravated,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
those  who,  from  their  situations,  must 
feel  less  of  the  public  distress  and  cala. 
mity  than  any  other  description  of  persons 
in  the  country. — I  for  one  can  never  give 
my  consent  to  vote  one  farthing  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  debts  of  the  civil  list,  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  contracted.  But 
my  most  serious  objection  to  the  vote  pro- 
posed, refers  to  the  unconstitutional  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money.  I  advert 
to  the  sums  advanced  to  the  princes  of  the 
blood  without  the  consent  of  parhament. 
I  do  not  think  it  decent  or  becoming  that 
the  princes  of  England  should  be  depend, 
ant  on  the  minister  of  the  day.  If  they 
wanted  relief,  they  ought  to  have  made 
application  to  the  hou^e  of  commons,  and 
not  condescend  to  receive  bounties  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    I  re- 


collect, however,  and  the  reflection  ^ves 
me  pain,  that  whenever  they  have  applied 
to  this  house  in  a  constitutional  way,  lor 
that  relief  to  which  they  were  entitled,  their 
claims  have  been  rejected.  This  has  been 
particularly  evinced  in  the  applications  of 
that  illustrious  member  of  the  fhmily  who 
enjoys,  as  he  deserves,  the  particular  af- 
fection and  confidence  of  the  people;  and^ 
is  therefore,  perhaps,  an  object  of  jea- 
lousy to  some.  But  whenever  these  princes 
have  appealed  to  ministers  privately,  that 
assistance  has  been  unconstitutionally 
granted  which  ought  only  to  have  flowed 
from  parliament.  It  is  a  subject  of  regret 
and  surprise,  that  what  parliament  has  re- 
fused, should  be  bestowed  by  ministerial 
influence.  I  cannot  make  up  my  mind' 
to  grant  any  of  the  public  money  for  the 
purpose  proposed  this  night  ;»I  consider 
this  but  a  preliminary  step  to  the  iraposi-^ 
tion  of  a  permanent  burden  on  the  coun- 
try, and  calculated  to  prevent  ministers 
from  being  answerable  for  the  application 
of  the  funds  intrusted  to  their  manage- 
ment.— ^The  report  on  the  table  states, 
that  for  the  unforeseen  expences  of  the 
civil  list,  there  should  be  a  vote  of  credit. 
I  think,  that  at  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
when  it  is  necessary  to  consult  the  minds 
of  all  men,  when  it  is  important  that  the 
people  should  think  that  those  who  go- 
vern them  have  an  interest  in  their  wel- 
fare, it  is  too  much  to  tell  them  that,  on 
account  of  the  taxes  they  pay  already,  they 
ought  to  pay  more.  It  may  be,  that  when 
the  country  is  prosperous,  and  flourishing, 
the  executive  govt,  is  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  its  advantages ;  but  I  cannot  sup- 
pose the  converse  of  this  proposition  holds 
good  ;  and  that  when  misfortunes  and  dif- 
ficulties are  brought  upon  the  country, 
those  who  are  the  authors  of  them,  should 
be  the  only  persons  exempted  from  their 
effects.  The  idea  would  be  absurd  and 
dangerous  to  countenance,  that  govt, 
should  plead  the,  public  calamity  they  pro- 
duce, as  a  reason  for  the  augmentation  of 
their  own  salaries.  The  right  hon.  pro- 
poser of  this  motion  has  pompously  boasted 
upon  this,  as  upon  other  occasions,  of  the 
advantages  resultmg  to  this  country  from 
the  conduct  of  the  present  reign;  but  with 
respect  to  this  boast,  I  would  only  call 
upon  any  candid  man  to  determine,  from 
a  fair  comparison  of  the  situation  of  this 
country  at  present,  and  that  in  which  it 
was  placed  upon  the  King's  accession  to 
the  throne.    At  the  former  period,   the 
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whole  of  the  public  debt  did  not  exceed  j  But  how  diffierent  that  taxatioo,  which  b 


105,000,0001.,  and  the  taxeo  amounted  to  | 
iiearl)  23  millions ;  at  prebeni,  the  debt  is 
little  short  of  600  millions,  and  Uie  taxes 
exceed  dO  millions.     Su^ely,  no  man  will 
venture  to  assert,  that  our  commerce  hai 
kept  pace  with  this  accumulation  of  our 
burdens.      Huw  has   thib  enormous   sum 
been  expended  ?    What  has  the  country 
gained  to  compensate  for  such  expenditure  ? 
Kothing,  bat  what  hat  been  purloined  from 
the  unhappy  natives  ot  India,  with  a  few 
islands,  tne  benehtof  whichto  this  country 
is  very  doubtful.      What   have  we   lost? 
We  have  been  deprived. of  the  immense 
and  growing  country  or'  America,  the  po- 
pulation of  which,  being  the  descendants 
of  Englishmen,  and  lar  removed  from  the 
taint  of  modern  corruption,  would  not  en- 
dure to  be  slaves.     Within   the  period  I 
have  referred  to,  the  expence  of  the  civil 
list  alone  has  amounted  to  at  least  50  mil- 
lions; that  is  little  Jebs  than  hjilf  the  pub- 
lic debt  at  his  M.ijesty's  accession.     To 
what  purposes  has  thh  iaimehse  sum  been 
applied  ?  Certainly  not  to  the  purpobe  of 
magniticence,  as  the   right  hou.  gent,  has 
truly  stated,  for  of  that  the  people  ha%e 
seen  nothing.     If  in  magiiihcence, .  there 
would  perhaps  be  less  reason  to  complain  ; 
if  in  the  patronage  of  the  arts,  or  the  en- 
couragement of  institutions  of  public  bene- 
fit, some  return  would  have  been  made  to 
the  country  for  the  salary  allowed,  and  one 
would  have  been   able  to   account  for  the 
cause  of  these  frequent  applications  to- par- 
liament to   c!ischarge  the  arrears  of   the 
civil  list.     Upon  this  part  of  the  subject  I 
should  dwell  more  at  length  if  I  were  not 
unwilling  to  trespass  on   the  attention  of 
the  house,  and  if  1  were  not  satisfied  that 
the  other  facts  1  have  it   in  my  power  to 
adduce  respecting  the  present  reign,   must 
be   in    the    recollection  u^  this  house  and 
the  country. — 1   have  given   my  opinion, 
because   1   thought  tiie  house  seemed  dis- 
inclined to  take  up  the  subject  in  the  point 
ol  view  in  which  it  has  struck  me.     1  re- 
peat, that  leeling  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
,    and  the  misapplication  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, I   am  aserse  to  every  thing  that  has  a 
tendency  to  uicrease  our  dithcuities.    .  I  am 
however  far  irom   wishing  to  make  a  ge- 
neial  declamaiion  againtt  every  species  oi 
taxation. — I  am  of  ('piiiion,  on    the   con- 
trar  ,  thai  laxalion,  pioperly  applied,  mas 
hv:  dt'  be!M  ricial  at>  the   moistuie  absorbe- 
bv  >\v-  'uj.    fiom  the  earth,  which,  falluiw 
a- a. a  A.  Taina  and  dews,  fertilizeb  the  soil. 


extorted  from  the  industry  of  the  people, 
imd  applied  i*nly  to  curropt  their  morals 
and  undermine  their  freedom !  Such  is  the 
system  which  has  been  the  ruin  of  other 
countries,  and  is  likely  to  be  the  ruin  of 
this,  if  the  constitutional  interposition  of 
parliament  does  not  prevent  it.  Convinced 
then  that  the  proposition  of  this  night  is 
ill  timed,  dangerous,  and  contrary  to  the 
best  principles  of  our  free  govt.,  1  shall 
uot  hesitate  in  giving  it  my  most  decided 
negative. 

bir  J.  Newport  was  of  opinion,  that  all 
those  estimates  should  be  separated  from 
the  civil  list,  that  did  not  belong  imme. 
diately  to  the  dignity  and  splendor  of  the 
crown.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
bart.  that  the  monarch  ought  not  to  be 
supported  in  periods  particularly  where 
extraordinary  expenditure  was  necessary. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  French,  if  they  had 
not  found  their  situation  worse,  and  their 
expcncesk  increased,  notwithstanding  the 
resistance  they  had  made  to  their  old  govt. 
He  did  not  wish,  he  said,  to  see  the  com- 
forts and  conveniencics  of  their  sovereign 
abridged  in  any  degree,  nor  that  dignity 
vvl'.ich  ought  to  accompany  his  rank,  in  any 
way  diminished.  No  private  gtnt.  he 
thought,  could  give  an  exact  statement  of 
his  probable  expences  for  any  one  y^ar, 
was  it  then  to  be  wondered  at,  if  every 
item  o(  expenditure  belonging  to  the  civil 
list,  could  not  be  accurately  foreseen  ? 

Mr.  /W/cr  supported  the  motion.  lie 
thought  the  gain  by  the  hereditary  reve- 
nue, placed  the  public  on  the  safe  side.— 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[Additional  Navy  Estimates]. — 
Mr.  IV.  Dickinson f  in  rising  to  move  for  a 
grant  of  3 10,0001.  for  additional  expences 
in  the  naval  department,  did  not  think  it 
necessary  tx)  trouble  the  committee  at 
length.  He  would  merely  state,  that 
150,0001.  of  this  sum  was  for  three  ships, 
vessels  from  40  to  6o  guns  ;  the  rest  was  for 
sloops,  gun-vessels,  and  mortars,  thought 
necessary  for  the  present  ^service  by  the 
admiralty  board,  and  purchased  or  con- 
tracted for  since  the  15th  of  May. 

Mr.  Johnstone  wished  to  know,  whe- 
ther a  further  sum  for  the  maintenance 
of  seamen  would  not  be  required.  In 
March  there  were  89,000  seamen,  and 
'2,000  marines,  in  the  service.  If  the  due 
-  ro portion  of  the  marines  was  filled  up, 
tae  whole  would  be  1 15,000.^  There  were 
then  104,000  seaiaeu  and  marines.;    the 
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manning  of  this  additional  service  would 
require  a  still  greater  number;  he  wisliei' 
to  know  whether  there  was  to  be  ^Ii  addi 
tional  vote? 

Mr.  Dickinson  said,  th^t  no  considera- 
ble addition  of  numbers  would  be  neces- 
sary so  as  to  require  a  vote  ? — Severa' 
other  resolutions  were  then  moved,  v 
which  the  house  agreed,  and  the  repor. 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Stamp  Duties.] — The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  house  do 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  ant 
means.     The  house  having  gone  into  the 
committee,    the   right   hon.   gent,  called 
their  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  Duties 
on  Stamps.     It  would  be  recollected,  he 
observed,  thatHn  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Addingtou) 
had  taken  credit  for  the  sum  of  between 
7  and  800,0001.  for  paying  off  the  charges 
on  the  loan.     This  he  had  proposed  to  do, 
by  creating  an  additional  duty  on  stamps. 
Though  the  manner  in  which  thatr  proposal 
was  stated  to  the  house  might  have  ap-  I 
peared  feasible  to  that  right  hon.  gent,  in 
theory,  he  was  well  assured  it  could  never 
be  accomplished.     It  had  been  found  dil- 
iicult  to  class  the  several  duties,  and  there- 
fore the  right  hon.  gent.'s  plan  could  not 
be  brought  forward,  nor  was  it  likely  that 
the  sum  proposed  to  be  raised,  cx)uld  be 
raised  by  the  rate  of  duties  which  he  had 
stated  to  the  house.  What  he  should  there- 
fore propose  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  would  be  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  the  present  stamp  duties.     In  the 
increased  duties  would  be  comprehended 
all  law  proceedings,, <:ivil  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal, bills  of  exchange,  notes,    transfer  ui 
property,  money  bcmds,  &c.    These  were 
the  most  material. — As   the   debate   had 
'  been    procrastinated   to  a   late  hour,   he 
would  not  detain  the  committee,  but  delt- 
:    ver  in  the  schedule,  which  contained  an 
ample   statement   of  the    various   items; 
which  scliedule  might  be  printed,  and  gent, 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing 
and  considering  the  whole,  and  upon  the 
bringing  up  of  the  report,  the  discussion 
might  take  place. 

Mr.  Addington  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  must  be  aware  that  what  he  had 
originally  proposed,  embraced  3  objects; 
l8t,  an  augmentation  of  the  duties ;  next, 
e  classification  of  thosie  duties;  and  3dly, 
the  necessity  of  subjecting  the  persons  lia- 
ble to  pay  those  duties  to  a  tax  ad  valorem. 


These  objects,  he  was  of  opinion,  were 
iesirable  to  be  attained,  and  with  respect 
•o  the  first,  he'  was  happy  to  find,  that  the 
xmount  had  produced  nearly  enough  to 
jover  the  charges  on  ttie  loan.  As  to  the 
possibility  of  classing  the  rates  of  duties,  he 
vas  of  opinion  no  considera'jle  diflficultj 
vould  arise ;  but,  however,  on  that  he  di4 
not  mean  to  insist.  He  trusted,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  would  turn  his  attention  to  the 
ad  valorem  duty,  which  he  was  satisfied 
would  be  productive  of  much  benefit  to 
Lhe  revenue 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  ap- 
prehensive the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  be  attended  with  difficulty  ;  he  was, 
however,  desirous  of  considermg  whether 
or  not  it  could  be  carried  into  effect.  He 
was  not  aware  how  it  was  possible  to  affix 
the  precise  rates  of  taxation,  so  as  to  meet 
the  ideas  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and  ulti- 
mately benefit  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Spencer  Slanhope  thought  that  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  under  which  this  coun- 
try laboured  was,  that  of  the  law  being 
rendered  almost  inaccessible  to  the  lower 
classes  of  society,  by  the  expences  whicli 
atten<led  lawsuits  on  account ot  suimps.— 
The  resolution  was  then  read  and  agreed 
to,  pro  jorma^  and  the  liouae  being  re-^ 
sumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  r^'* 
ceived  to-morrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  CF  LOBUS. 
Tuesdajiy  July  3. 
[Minutes,] — The  bill  for  regulating 
the  Corn  I  rade  bv^t  ^cen  G.  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  Higln  lud  lload  and  Bridges 
bill,  and  two  private  bills,  received  the 
royal  assent,  by  c«  mmission.  The  com- 
missioners present  wpre,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, the  Karl  of  Camden,  and  Lord  Wal- 
siiigham. — The  bill  to  punish  the  counter- 
feiting of  Bank  of  England  dollars;  and 
also  of  the  Irish  money  in  preparation, 
called  Tokens,  the  Irish  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise Duties  bill  and  one  private  bill,  were 
brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read  a 
first  time. 

[CouviERFEiT Dollars*  Bill.]— On 
the  motion  that  Ctie  Counterfeit  Dollars* 
bill  be  printed. 

Lord  Grrnxille  rose,  and  stated,  that  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  it  was  not 
his  inteiition  to  provoke  a  serious  discus^ 
ion  of  the  bill  t>eioie  their  lordships;  as 
important  in  his  opinion  as  any  that  had 
iatfciy  been  ^ubiaiued  to  their  considera- 
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lioo*  His  object  in  riting  was  to  make  his 
"verbal  protest  against  the  princq^le  of  the 
aaeasure,  ou  the  grounds  that  it  was  un- 
coustitutionaU  impolitic,  and  pregnant 
^itb  what  be  must  call  gross  fraud  and  de- 
ception. It  was  objectionable  in  a  legal 
view  in  no  less  than  two  points.  He  much 
doubted  whether  his  Majesty  could  dele, 
gate  his  privilege  of  impressing  money  to 
any  individual  subject  in  his  dominion,  and 
he  was  also  inclined  to  doubt  his  Majesty's 
authority  to  authorize  any  of  his  subjects 
to  issue  money  so  impressed.  He  would 
not  at  present  go  into  a  full  examination  of 
those  two  considerations,  but  reserve  the 
discussion  of  them  until  next  session,  when 
he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  bring  the 
subject  before  their  lordships  in  that  ge- 
neral and  enlarged  shape  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  great  interests  it  involved 
so  amply  entitled  it  to.  The  only  part  ol 
the  question  oq  which  he  would  shortly 
trespass  on  their  lorHships'  attention  this 
evening,  was  that  which  related  to  the 
impolicy  of  the  measure.  To  all  those 
who  had  the  smallest  acquaintance  with 
the  science  of  political  economy,  there  was 
no  troth  more  evident  than  this,  that  the 
practice  which  was  sometimes  recurred  to 
by  governments,  of  issuing  debased  coin, 
or  in  ot\^T  other  words,  of  coin  bearing  a 
higher  denomination  tlmn  it  was  intrinsi- 
cally worth,  was  one  most  injurious  and 
unproductive  in .  the  experiment ;  unpro- 
ductive, because  it  produced  no  advan- 
tages to  the  govt  ;  and  injurious,  because 
it  was  invariably  detrimental  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country  where  it  was  issued. 
The  measure  which  the  bill  before  their 
lordships  went  to  authorize,  he  must  consi- 
der as  partaking  of  all  those  mischiefs  and 
inconveniencies.  What  was  the  professed 
object  of  it  ?  It  was  neither  more  nor  less, 
than  this,  to  authorize  the  bank  to  make 
that  pass  current  for  5s.-  which  in  reality 
was  only  worth  4s.  6d.  or  perhaps  less. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  per- 
son who  received  this  debased  coin  ?  Why, 
it  would  operate  to  his  disadvantage  in  a 
ratio  of  10  per  cent,  if  he  were  under  the 
necessity  of  receiving  four  of  those  dollars 
or  tokens,  as  they  were  called,  which  were 
only  worth  18s.  in  payment  of  a  pound 
sterling.  His  lordship  considered  the  mea- 
sure which  the  present  bill  went  to  sanc- 
tion as  one  arising  out  of  that  most  impo  - 
litic  and  unjustifiable  step,  the  restriction 
upon  the  Bank  of  England  from  making 


payments  in  specie.  Their  lordships  had  a 
strong  proof  before  them,  that  it  was  no 
less  true  in  politics  than  in  morals,  that 
one  act  of  injustice  invariably  led  to  the 
commission  of  another.  Had  the  restric- 
tion upon  the  Bank  never  taken  place, 
most  probably  their  lordships  would  not 
have  been,  called  upon  to  give  their  sanc- 
tion to  the  measure  before  them ;  which, 
in  his  opinion^  was  pregnant  with  impo- 
licy, injustice,  and  fraud.  It  was  also  in 
.contemplation,  he  understood,  to  extend^ 
the  mischief  to  Ireland,  and  to  make 
those  tokens  pass  even  for  a  greater  value 
there.  If  the  persons  who  promoted  this 
'measure  had  been  guided  by  any  equitable 
; principles  of  policy  in  their  plan,  surely 
they  would  not  have  sent  the  greater  evil 
into  that  part  of  the  empire  which  was 
'the  most  impoverished  and  the  least  se- 
cure. He  would  say  nothing  farther  on 
the  subject  at  present,  but  repeat  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose  a  full  discus- 
sion of  the  general  principle  of  the  mea* 
sure  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  session. 

Lord  Hawkesburjf  did  not  think,  that 
what  had  fallen  trom  the  noble  baron, 
called' upon  him  to  take  up  much  of  their 
lordships'  time.  The  observations  which 
he  had  thrown  out  were  certainly  not 
called  for  by  the  stage  in  which  the  bill 
now  before  the  house  was.  Much  conve. 
nience  had  resulted  to  the  public  from  the 
issue  of  those  dollars,  and  he  thought 
that,  while  they  were  allowed- to  form  a 
great  proportion  of  our  circulating  me- 
dium, they  should  be  protected  by  law 
against  the  dishonesty  of  those  who  might 
be  tempted  tqi^  counterfeit  them.  He 
wished  the  noble  baron  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  those  bank  dollars  were  not  a  legal 
tender,  and  there  was  no  necessity  im- 
posed upon  any  person  to  receive  them. 
It  was  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  indi- 
viduals to  accept  them  in  payment,  and 
he  saw  not  what  the  injustice  or  fraud  was 
of  accommodating  the  public  with  that 
from  which  they  had  derived  much  benefit. 

Lord  GrenvUle  never  meant  to  ground 
any  part  of  his  argument  against  the  bill, 
upon  the  idea  that  it  was  intended  to 
make  these  bank  tokens  a  legal  tender. 
He  never  could  conceive  that  any  rational 
govt,  would  have  given  its  sanction  to  so 
extraordinary  a  principle,  as  that  a  de- 
based coin  should  be  received  in  payment 
at  more  than  its  intrii^ic  value.— The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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[Conduct  of  Jud&e  Fox.] — ^The  Mar- 
quis of  Abercom  presented  a  petition 
against  the  hon.  Justice  Fox,  from  Gerard 
Irwin,  Esq.  high  sheriff  of  the  county  ol 
Fermanagh  ;  lUao  a  petition  from  the  petty 
jury  of  the  said  county,  at  the  last  au- 
tumn assizes ;  and  moved  that  they  do 
lie  on  the  tahle.  and  that  a  copy  of  each 
be  sent  to  Judge  Fox. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  having  left  the 
woolsack,  observed,  that  the  petitions  were 
addressed  to  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  the  "  Commons'^  in  parliament 
assembled.  This  was  quite  novel,  and  he 
could  not,  for  his  part,  consent  to  receive 
petitions  so  informal. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom  said,  he  had, 
in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  a  learned 
and  noble  lord  on  a  former  day,  hastened 
to  place  tiiese  petitions  on  the  table,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  changes  against  Judge 
Fox  to  a  precise  form.  With  respect  to 
the  informality,  he  had  consulted  legal 
and  parliamentary  authority,  and  was  as- 
sured that  it  was  not  material.  A  petition 
had,  in  fact,  been  presented  to  the  other 
house,  addressed  in  the  same  mannier, 
that  is,  to  both  houses,  and  a  pen  had 
been  put  through  the  superfluous  words. 
For  his  part,  he  would  never  alter  a  word 
of  any  petition  sent  to  him.  He  had  re- 
.  solved  to  keep  his  hands  clean  throughout 
the  whole  transaction.  It  was  for  their 
lordships  to  determine,  whether  they  would 
receive  the  petitions,  or  reject  them. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that  forms 
were  often  nearly  allied  to  the  substance, 
lie  tliought  them  important  in  the  present 
case,  and  moved,  *'  that  the  petitions  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  precedents,**  to 
inquire  if,  notwithstanding  the  informality, 
they  could  be  received. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  said,  the  super- 
fluous words  were  evidently  inserted 
through  the  ignorance  of  the  parties ; 
they  intended  the  petitions  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Peers.  He  should 
therefore  have  made  no  scruple  of  putting 
a  pen  through  the  superfluous  words,  as 
fulfilling  the  intention  of  the  petitioners. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom  said,  it  was 
for  the  house  to  dispose  of  the  petitions ; 
be  was  no  more  concerned  in  them  than 
any  of  their  lordships ;  he  would  in  no 
case,  however,  alter  a  petition;  and  he 
only  begged  their  lordships  to  remember, 
that  no  delay  had  occurred  on  his  part. 
Hje  had  used  his  utmost  diligence  to  put 
the  matter  into  that  state,  wbicb  seemed 


to  be  required  of  him  by  the  sense  of  die 
House. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  the  noble  marquis 
had  done  well  not  to  alter  the  petitions* 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  Earl 
oppositjB  to  him  (the  Earl  of  Rosslyn) ; 
the  petitions  were  addressed  to  **  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Com- 
mons;" the  noble  lord  mi^  therefore 
have  put  the  pen  through  the  first  part  of 
the  address,  and  presented  the  petitions 
to  tlie  other  house,  on  the  principle  of  that 
advice. 

Lord  Grenville  thought  forms,  in  this 
case,  of  the  highest  importance,  since 
these  were  proceedings^ that  might  originate 
a  criminal  process,  in  which  the  law  and 
constitution  demand  the  utmost  precision 
of  forms ;  and  this  criminal  process  against 
a  judge,  one  of  the  most  important  cer.. 
tainly  that  could  be  imagined.  He  there- 
fore supported  the  motion  for  referring 
the  petitions  to  a  committee  of  prece- 
dents, who  should  be  instructed  to  report 
them. — The  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

[Slave  Trade.] — Lord*  Hawkesbvry 
having  n\oved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
2d  reading  of  the  Slave  Trade  Abolition 
bill,  said  that  it  was  his  intention,  pursu- 
ant to  the  notice  he  had  given  on  a  former 
evening,  to  move,  that  instead  of  the  word 
**  now,"  the  words  "  this  day  3  months," 
should  be  inserted.  His  lordship  briefly 
recapitulated  the  arguments  which  he  had 
urged  on  the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  the 
principal  of  which  was,  that  the  measure 
had  been  introduced  at  too  late  a  period 
of  the  session,  to  allow  any  reasonable 
hope  that  it  could  be  passed  before  the 
rising  of  parliament.  There  were  so  many 
interests  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  abo- 
lition, that  their  lordships  could  not,  con- 
sistently with'  that  deUberation  they  be- 
stowed on  every  measure  of  similar  im- 
portance, give  the  subject  that  measured 
discussion  it  was  entitled  to.  He  would 
not  take  up  their  lordships*  time  at  pre- 
sent, but  move  "  that  it  be  read  a  2d  time 
this  day  3  months.*' 

The  Duke  of  Notfolk  supported  the 
motion  of  the  noble  sec.  of  state,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  bill  was  brought  forward 
at  too  advanced  a  period  of  the  session. 
If  govt,  were  serious  in  their  intentions  of 
abolishing  that  trade,  he  wished  they  had 
given  some  decided  proofs  of  it,*  by  pro- 
posing the  measure  themselves,  and  giving 
to  it  all  the  support  that  official  power 
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•nd  situation  placed  in  their  bands.  He 
did  not  approve  of  seeing  the  weight  o( 
so  important  a  measure  thrown  on  tbt 
shoulders  of  an  individual  member  of  tbt 
legislature,  however  respectable  he  might 
be. 

Earl  Stanhope  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  astonishment  at  what  had 
&llen  from  the  two  noble  lords.  He  could 
not  agree  with  them,  that  there  existed 
the  least  necessity  for  postponing  this 
measure,  important  from  so  many  consi- 
derations, until  the  next  session.  He  saw 
nothing  to  prevent  their  lordships  from 
coming  to  an  immediate  decision  on  the 
question.  He  would  not  allow  men  to 
come  to  their  lordships'  bar,  and  ask  to 
be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  commis- 
sion of  crime.  Suppose  a  set  of  men, 
who  were  in  the  practice  of  forging  coin 
en  the  coasts  of  Denmark  and  Norway, 
and  that  a  bill  were  brought  in  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  such  forged  specie, 
would  their  lordships  suffer  such  a  set  of 
rascals  to  come  to  their  bar,  and  petition 
either  to  ba  allowed  to  continue  such  ne- 
farious practices,  or  to  obtain  an  indem- 
nity for  the  loss  of  that  enwlument  which 
they  drew  from  it  ?  The  slave  trade  whs 
even  worse  than  that,  inasmuch  as  murder 
was  more  heinous  than  robbery.  What 
was  the  slave  trade  ?  It  was  tlie  going  and 
seizing,  or  purchasing  from  those  who  had 
seized,  a  parcel  of  unhappy  beings,  over 
whom  neither  God  nor  nature  gave  us 
any  control.  His  lordship,  from  some 
information  he  had  received  since  he  came 
down  to  the  house,  would  not  trouble 
their  lordships  with  dividing  the  house; 
but  he  trusted  that  the  supporters  of  the 
bill  would  redouble  their  efforts  against 
tlie  time  parliament  should  meet  again, 
and  that  they  would  finally  succeed  in 
abolishing  a  tralfic,  die  real  object  of 
which  was  to  enable  the  slave  merchants 
of  Liverpool  and  other  places  to  gorman- 
dize more  turtle,  to  swallow  more  veni- 
son, and  to  drink  more  claret.  His  lord- 
ship would  say  no  more  at  that  time ;  he 
had  discharged  his  conscience,  and  when- 
ever the  subject  should  be  again  brought 
forward,  it  should  have  his  zealous  anci 
hearty  support. 

Lord  Grenxille  opposed  the  amendment. 
The  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  sent  up  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  he  observed,  set 
out  with  stating,  that  the  slave  trade  wab 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity,and  ought  no  longer  to  b^cout&ued. 


It  was  therefore,  the  dufy  of  every  noble 
lord,  whose  mind  was  convinced  as  to  that 
lact,  to  declare  his  sentiments,  and  to  resist 
the  noble  lord's  amendment;  for  if  that 
fact  was  true,  there  was  no  consideration 
which  could  be  urged,  no  proofs  which 
could  be  adduced,  as  to  what  property 
might  be  injured,  or  what  lucrative  com- 
merce might  be  destroyed  by  this  bill, 
that  ought  to  ^eigh  with  the  house  one 
moment,  or  induce  the  legislature  to  de- 
fer, for  a  single  day,  the  abolition  of  this 
trade.  Of  the  number  of  those  who  felt 
themselves  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
wickedness,  the  injustice,  the  inhumanity, 
and  impolicy  of  this  trade,  he  professed 
himself  to  be  one;  and,  therefore,  upon 
that  ground  alone,  which  should  always 
direct  the  policy  of  a  wise  and  upri^t 
nation,  he  would  oppose  the  farther  delay 
of  this  bill,  under  any  pretence  that  far- 
tljer  consideration  or  proof  were  neces* 
sary,  after  the  mass  of  information  upon 
this  subject  already  laid  on  their  lordship's 
table,  and  the  full  consideration  the  sub-* 
ject  had  already  so  repeatedly  received. 
But  if  even  farther  consideration  or  proofs 
were  necessary,  why  postpone  it  till  the 
next  session  of  parliament  ?  or  what  was 
to  impede  their  lordships  from  going  as 
fully  as  necessary  into  those  proofs  and 
considerations  during  the  remaining  period 
of  the  present  session  ?  Many  subjects  of 
great  importance  were  daily  coming  for- 
ward for  their  lordships'  consideration, 
and  had  been  recently  discussed  with  the ' 
utnK)st  solemnity,  and  most  ample  delibe^ 
ration ;  and  if  their  lordships  proposed  to 
go  through  the  business  now  on  their  table, 
with  the  other  subjects  now  in  deUbera-* 
tion  elsewhere,  and  on  their  way  for  their 
lordships'  discussion,  there  was  no  reason 
to  apprehend  the  present  session  would 
terminate  without  allowing  ample  time  and 
opportunity  for  the  fullest  discussion  ne- 
cessary upon  the  bill  now  before  the 
house.  But  suppose  even  that,  instead  of 
sitting  till  the  middle  of  July,  it  might  be 
necessary  for  their  lordships  to  protract 
their  sittings  until  the  middle  of  August 
tor  this  purpose,  would  their  lordships 
think  this  an  argument  to  induce  them  to 
prefer  the  pleasures  of  an  earlier  recess, 
lo  the  humane  purpose  of  putting  a  period, 
6  months  sooner,  to  the  horrors  perpe- 
trated Oil  tiie  coast  of  Africa  ?  In  all 
events,  by  going  into  the  consideration  of 
'his  sub)e(t  now,  their  lordships  would  be 
the  belter  prepared  not  to  deiiheratej  but 
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to  decide  early  in  the  next  session,  and 
thereby  do  themselves  the  honour,  as  a 
house  of  British  legislature,  of  taking  the 
lead  of  Europe  in  putting  a  period  to  this 
abominable  traffic;  but  he  was  extremely 
iorry  to  conclude,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  noble  sec.  of  state  delivered  his 
sentiments  for  the  necessity  of  delay,  that 
if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  the  discus- 
sion would  be  eventually  postponed,  not 
merely  to  the  end  of  6'  months,  but  to  the 
end  of  the  next,  and  probably  the  two 
following  sessions  of  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  IVestiaorehnd^  in  contem- 
plating the  present  state  of  this  question, 
expressed  great  satisfaction  as  a  membej: 
of  that  house,  and  great  admiration  from 
a  general  view  of  the  constitution.  As  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  he  took  pride  in  the 
consideration  that  the  people  at  large,  the 
merchants  interested  in  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  colonist,  would  see  that,  though 
not  represented  in  that  house,  yet  that 
their  interests  were  as  much  attended  to 
as  if  they  were.  In  looking  at  the  con- 
stitution, he  could  not  but  admire  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who  had  divided 
the -deliberative  power  into  two  parts,  and 
encompassed  each  with  such  forms  as  ne- 
cessarily led  to  the  correction  of  any  hasty 
and  ill-advised  measure  passed  in  either 
house.  Adverting  to  the  immediate  ques- 
tion, he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to  enter 
upon  a  subject  of  such  great  import,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  when  it  was 
manifest  no  decbion  could  be  come  to. 
He  eoncluded  by  giving  his  decided  sup- 
port to  the  proposition  of  the  noble  sec. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  thought  farther 
delay  of  this  measure  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  trusted  it  would  not  be  felt  by  a  Bri- 
tish house  of  parliament  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss, at  any  great  length,  whether  a  traffic 
so  utterly  subversive  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity, a  traffic,  as  had  been  well  stated  by 
a  noble  Earl  (Stanhope)  in  human  tears 
and  groans,  in  human  flesh  and  blood, 
and  carried  on  under  every  criminal  ag- 
gravation of  cruelty,  of  chains,  of  murder, 
should  any  longer  continue  to  disgrace 
and  degrade  the  character  of  the  British 
nation.  Did  the  house  want  farther  proof 
to  decide  its  opinion,  whether  or  not  per- 
mission was  to  be  given  to  a  set  of  crimi- 
nals to  persevere  in  the  perpetration  of 
murders,  of  robberies,  and  other  atrocious 
crimes,  because  the  trade  was  a  lucrative 
one  ?  Evidence  was  before  brought  to 
their  lordships'  bar.  to   prove  infinitely 
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more  than  enough  in  support  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  this  traffic;  and  from  the  specimens 
he  had  witnessed  of  the  testimony  given 
on  that  occasion  in  favour  of  the  trade, 
he  was  not  much  inclined  to  attach  im- 
plicit credit  to  the  evidence,  even  upon 
oath,  of  men  interested  in  promoting  and 
continuing  this  abominable  traffic;  espe- 
cially when  such  evidence  was  directly 
contradicted  by  that  of  the  log  books  of 
the  carrying  ships,  though  not  upon  o'ath» 
In  fact,  the  conviction  of  the  slave  trade 
on  his  mind  was  taken  from  the  sworn 
testimony  of  those  who  were  adduced  in 
its  defence.  He  wanted  no  proof  whether 
the  West  India  planters  were  more  or  less 
cruel  to  their  slaves,  or  whether  they  con- 
sidered them  as  men  or  brutes.  The 
proofs  that  were  already  abundant,  as  well 
in  the  testimony  before  the  house,  as  in 
the  writings  of  African  travellers,  shewed 
the  situation  of  the  Africans  in  their  own 
country,  their  progress  in  civilization,  and 
their  state  of  happiness  in  every  part  of 
the  country  uncontaminated  by  the  slave 
trade ;  and  the  proofs  of  the  tortures  in* 
flicted  upon  them  in  the  middle  passage, 
were  evidence  of  the  foretaste  of  the  kind 
of  bliss  they  were  to  enjoy  in  the  new  pa- 
radise to  which  they  were  passing  in  the 
West  Indian  islands.  It  was  very  possible 
he  might  be  called  an  enthusiast,  or  a  pre- 
judiced bigot,  for  the  opinions  he  now 
spoke,  by  those  who  were  more  in  the 
habit  of  reconcilmg  moral  evils  und^r  the 
head  of  state  policy ;  but  in  spite  of  the 
opinion  of  such  statesmen,  he  had  in  his 
favour  the  maxim  of  the  greatest  states- 
man in  the  wickedest  of  all  the  republics 
named  in  history  (always  excepting  the 
transcendent  wickedness  of  the  French 
republic),  namely,  the  republic  of  Athens: 
to  it  was,  "  that  the  greatest  source  of  ruin 
nations,  was  the  want  of  will  to  do  simple 
justice."  This  he  held  to  be  precisely  the 
description  of  that  policy  in  which  the 
slave  trade  was  supported ;  and  he  feared, 
if  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
now  to  be  postponed  till  the  next  session 
of  parliament  it  would,  in  effect,  be  an 
adjournment  of  the  question,  ad  Graecas 
Kalendas. 

Lord  Mid  grave  said,  that  he  was  for- 
merly an  advocate  for  the  trade ;  but  from 
the  recent  events  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  particularly  in  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo,  his  opinion  was  so 
staggered  upon  the  subject,  that  he  was  by 
no  means  prepared  to  make  up  his  mind 
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at  this  moment,  ^rhetber  the  trade  should 
be  continued  or  not,  or  whether  this  bill 
went  far  enough,  or  sliould  not  go  a  great 
way  farther,  and  effect  an  immediate  and 
total .  emancipation  of  Uie  West  India 
slaves,  which,  from  what  had  fallen  from 
B  uoble  earl  early  in  the  debate,  he  under- 
stood to  be  tiie  object  with  the  friends  of 
this  bill.  He  thought,  however,  that  cool 
deliberation,  and  the  farther  hearing  of 
evidence^  was  indispensable,  and  therefore 
he  voted  for  the  amendment. 

llie  Bihhop  of  St,  Asaph  said,  that  he 
bad  been  much  misconceived,  if  it  was 
-thought  that  he  had  any  view  to  farther 
consequences  than  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  He  took  the  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing, that  in  his  opinion  that  event  would 
gradually  produce  all  the  amelioration  in 
the  state  and  condition  of  African  slaves 
that  was  practirable,  or  indeed  desirable, 
and  that  he  looked  to  no  farther  conse- 
queiM:es  whatever. 

Lord  Uarrov^^y  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  explanation  given  by  the  right 
rev.  prelate:  with  respect  to  the  subject 
immediately  before  tiie  house.  He  depre- 
cated a  hasty  decision,  since  however 
friendly  might  be  his  sentiments  towards 
the  measure,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  there  was  not  now  time  to  enter  into 
that  investigation  which  the  importance  of 
thfe  subject  demanded.  Nor  could  he 
conceive  that  ^ny  advantage  could  be 
gained  by  hearing  a  small  part  of  the  evi- 
dence or  arguments  which  might  be  ad- 
duced in  behalf  of  the  petitioners  against 
the  bill,  when  it  was  evident  that  the  ses- 
sion would  close  before  they  could  obtain 
any  final  result.  For  these  reasons  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  the  proposed 
delay. 

Earl  St.  Vincent  expressed  himself  also 
in  favour  of  delay.  To  pass  such  a  mea- 
sifre  as  the  present  hastily,  might,  he  said, 
eventually  lead  to  consequences  equally 
dreadful  with  those  which  had  taken  place 
in  St.  Domingo,  and  even  to  the  extir- 
pation of  every  white  in  the  West  India 
islands. 

The  Jaord  Chmcellor  spoke  in  support 
of  the  amendment,  and  thought  it  quite 
impossible  for  the  house  to  refuse  its  ear 
to  the  petition  of  British  subjects,  upon  a 
matter  where  the  utter  ruin  of  their  pro- 
perty was  at  stake.  He  did  not  recollect 
having  ever  given  a  vote  on  this  subject. 
Evidence,  it  was  said,  iJtas  in  abundance 
.c^n^tiieir  l5>rd»bips'  4able.   .He  had  never 


looked  into  this  evidence,  and  from  its 
voluminous  size  and  external  appearance, 
he  did  not  think  the  remaining  period  of 
the  session  would  allow  him  time  for  the 
perusal.  The  many  important  interests 
and  rights,  •  both  public  and  private,  in- 
volved in  this  subject,  demanded  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  house  to  proceed  with  the 
most  mattu-e  deliberation ;  public  and  pri-* 
vate  justice,  as  well  as  national  policy, 
re<fiiired  it.  The  ruin  which  the  sadden 
adoption  of  a  measure  like  this  would  not 
fail  to  shed  upon  the  condition  and  pro- 
perty of  so  many  individuals,  called  for 
the  exercise  of  humanity  and  justice  to- 
wards them,  as  well  as  towards  any  other 
class  of  the  persons  within  the  purview  of 
this  bill.  It  might  be  a  very  snug  thing 
for  a  Chancellor,  seated  on  the  woolsack, 
a  right  rev.  prelate,  seated  there  in  virtue 
of  a  wealthy  diocese,  or  a  noble  earl  with 
a  great  estate,  to  sit  and  indulge  their  be- 
nevolence and  humanity,  in  voting  for  a 
bill  of  this  kind,  for  the  relief  of  one  de- 
scription of  persons  ;  but  all  he  would  ask 
of  right  rev.  and  noble  lords,  was,  to  ex* 
ercise  their  -  benevolence  and  humanity 
upon  universal,  not  partial  principles,  and 
not  to  indulge  their  zeal  fur  promoting 
the  comforts  of  one  set  of  men  at  the  ex- 
pence  and  total  ruin  to  other  classes^ 
equally  entitled  to  consideration  and  to 
justice. 

The  Duke  of  C/arencc  expressed  himself 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  motion  for  de« 
lay.  He. adverted  pointedly  to  the  injus^ 
tice  of  attempting  to  pass  a  bill  of  this 
nature,  without  hearing  at  their  bar  those 
who  had  petitioned  the  house  against  it, 
and  whose  property  was  so  deeply  affected 
by  it.  Property  to  the  amount  of  lOO 
millions  was  embarked  in  our  West  India 
colonies,  which  relumed  annually  18  miU 
lidns  to  this  country,  producing  to  the 
revenue  4  millions  a  year.  Was  all  this 
to  be  hazarded  without  deliberation,  and 
without  hearing  those  who  were  so  mate- 
rially concerned  ?  He  read  the  titles  of 
two  acts  of  parliament  passed  expressly 
for  the  encourageftient  of  this  trade,  which 
he  considered  as  an  additional  and  a  very 
cogent  reason  why  tlieir  'lordships  should 
hear,  with  attention,  those  who  had  thus 
embarked  in  a  trade  on  the  faith  of  par-« 
liament.  He  did  not  consider  «f($  any  rea- 
son for  their  not  now  coming  to  a  decision . 
upon  the  subject,  that,  as  had  been  stated, 
sotae  of  those  noble  lords  tvho  supported 
the  abolition  were  not  present,  since  it 
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was  certainly  the  duty  of  every  peer  to  be 
in  hi&  place.  He  had  heard  a  great  num- 
ber of  tales  of  cruelty  exercised  towards 
the  slaves  by  the  West  India  planters,  but 
he  was  acquainted  with  many  gent,  of  that 
description  of  the  highest  respectabilitf, 
whom  he  did  not  believe  capable  of  com- 
mitting or  sanctioning  any  such  acts  of 
cruelty,  and  whom,  if  he  did,  he  should 
be  ashamed  to  associate  with,  t  H«  con* 
eluded  by  declaring  his  intention  •  strenu- 
ously to  support  the  motion  of  the  noble 
sec.  of  state  for  postponing  the  bill.— The 
question  was  then  put  on  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury's  amendment,  which  was  carried 
without  a  division.  The  bill  is  conse- 
quently lost  for  the  present  session. — Ad- 
journed. 

UOUSfi    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday/ ,  Juhi  3. 

[Minutes.] — The  Speaker  informed, 
the  house,  that  the  royal  assent  was  noti- 
fied by  commission,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  to  the  Corn  Regulation  bill,  and 
to  several  private  bills. — ^The  Irish  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  bill  was  read  a  3d  time 
and  passed — An  Account  was  presented 
from  the  chief  sqc,  for  Ireland  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  tlie  compensations  made  by 
the  Borough  commissioners.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  —  Mr.  II.  W.  Poole 
brought  in  the  Chatham,  &c.  Lands  bill. 
Read  a  1st  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  2d  time  to-morrow. — Mr.  Corry  moved 
for  the  Accomptant  General  of  Ireland's 
abstract  of  the  Irish  Revenue,  tor  the 
week  ending  Jan.  5,  180^.  Ordered. — 
On  the  motion  that  the  amendments  to 
the  London  Clergy  bill  be  read  a  2d  time, 
-Alderman  Combe  moved  to  postpone  them 
for  3  months ;  in  which  ho  was  supported 
by  Sir'  J.  W.  Anderson,  and  opposed  by 
the  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Best.  The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

[British  Museum.] — ^The  plan  ap- 
proved of  by  the  tru.stees  for  the  Btitish 
Museum,  for- erecting  a  building  to  cover 
the  trophies  brought  from  Egypt,  was  laid 
on  the  table.  — Mr.  Rose  then  adverting 
to  some  observations  of  an  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  respecting  the  accommo. 
dation  which  the  public  met  with  at  the 
British  Museum,  took  upon  him  to  say, 
that  the  trustees  had  adopted  a  variety  of 
regulations,  by  which  every  possible  de- 


gree of  accommodation  would  be  afforded 
by  those  who  were  desirous  of  visiting  that 
interesting  establishment.  It  wa|5  no^v 
provided,  that  75  persons  might  be  ad-^ 
mitted  per  day  3  times  a  week,  and  that 
even  those  who  apphed  in  the  morning 
might  be  admitted  in  the  course  of  the 
same  day.  Regulations  were  also  adopted 
for  admitting  private  parties  3  times  a 
week ;  and  orders  had  likewise  been  issued 
for  an  easy  and  regular  access  to  the  read-* 
ing  room.  In  short,  it  would  appear  from 
the  paper,  which  he  should  now  take  th^ 
liberty  to  move  for,  that  the  museum  pro* 
mised  to  furnish  the  means  of  beipg  botb 
useful,  instructive,  and  adequate  to  xXvt 
gratification  of  the  public  curiosity.— The 
right  hon.  gent,  then  moved,  *'  that,  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of  tb^ 
regulations  adopted  by  the  trustees  ft^r 
admission  to  the  museum,  and  likewise  to 
the  reading  room.''^ — The  paper  was  imme*- 
diately  brought  in,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[FoRKiGN'T-aoops  Enlistment  Bill.] 
— ^'Fhe  Secretary  at  War  moved,  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Foreign  Troops  Enlistment  bill. 

Mr.  Francis  declared,  that  he  felt  it  to 
be  an  imperious  duty  upon  him  to  call  the 
attention,  of  the  lw)use  for  a  few  minutes 
to  the  principle  upon  which  tlie  bill  was 
framed,  to  the  manner  in-  which  it.  was 
brought  forward,  and  to  ^  other  circum* 
stances  connected  with  that  measure.  The 
bare  running  over  of  the  clauses  in  the 
committee  could  not  possibly  attract  that 
serious  attention  which  such  an  important 
measure  required.  lie  trusted  that  it 
would  not  be  looked  upon  with  indiffer- 
ence by  the  house,  but  that  it  would  meet 
with  such  ample  discussion  as  esery  con- 
stitutional question  of  such  magnitude  de- 
served. To  look  At  the  principles  main- 
tained by  our  ancestors,  and  for  which 
they  shed  their  blood,  it  will  not  for  a 
moment  be  supposed  that  a  British  senate 
can  silently,  or  almost  without  investiga- 
tion, authorise  a  body  of  10,000  foreign 
troops  to  be  received  into  their  country. 
The  manner  in  ivhich  these  troops  were 
iutrxKluced,  was  particularly  deserving  of 
the  attention  of  the  house.  Many  of 
these  troops  were  already  enlisted  and  re- 
gimented by  order  of  the  King,  for  the 
better  defence  and  greater  secuf ity  *ot  lUe 
country.  If  there  existed  any  nec;:b5ity 
for  tlie  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  he 
bad  npt  the  least  objectioa  to  a  bill  of 
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indemnity  being  passed  for  what  has  al- 
ready taken  place.  The  huroduction  of 
these  foreign  troops,  however,  has  not 
been  attended  with  such  parliamentary 
forms  and  notices  as  would  have  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  legislature  more  ge- 
nerally to  the  measure.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  it  was  resolved  ou  originully  by 
the  privy  council.  The  bill  &ays,  that  his 
Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  employ  such  a 
description  of  troops ;  but  it  is  not  ex- 
pressed in  the  usual  form,  *'  by  and  wiih 
the  advice  and  consent  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil." There  not  being  any  such  authority 
vested  in  the  crown  by  the  constitution  of 
this  country,  and  he  being  well  convinced 
that  it  was  not  either  tlie  interest  or  the 
wish  of  his  Majesty  to  do  any  thing  which 
might  be  taken  as  a  precedent  hereafter, 
and  which  might,  perhaps,  on  a  future 
occasion,  in  the  hands  of  wicked  minis- 
ters, be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  It  then  became  the  duty  of  the 
house,  in  his  opinion,  to  inquire  who  it 
was  that  advised  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure,  hi  so  extraordinary  a  manner, 
The  regular  parliamentary  and  constitu- 
tional mode  of  acting,  he  thought,  would 
have  been  for  a  message  to  have  been 
brought  to  that  house  from  the  crown 
upon  the  subject,  and  notice  to  be  then 
given,  or  a  day  fixed  for  the  consi- 
deration of  such  message.  This  opinion 
-might,  perhaps,  be  erroneous ;  but  cer- 
tainly some  notice  ought  to  have  been 
given  of  such  an  intention  by  some  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  That  would  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  house,  and 
there  would,  most  probably,  have  been 
some  regular  discussion  on  the  propriety 
of  such  a  measure.  It  is  not  sullficient  to 
say  tl^at  an  estimate  has  been  already 
given  in  ;  that  provides  for  only  5250  men, 
the  bill  allows  10,000.  These  men  may 
ako  be  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
He  had  no  jealousy  about  religious  opi- 
nions;  on  the  contrary,  he  declared  that 
any  rt  ligion  with  which  we  are  acquainted 
will,  by  its  tenets,  make  any  man  who  is 
sincere  in  the  faith,  be  a  better  memb<T  ol 
society  in  consequence  of  his  entertaining 
sucii  principles  This  sincerity,  however, 
is  not  always  to  be  met  with,  and  it  might 
perhaps  l)e  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a 
free  people  to  admit  a  great  body  of  men 
of  a  different  persuasion  from  themselves 
iiiio  their  country,  when  they  would  have 
the  power  of  persecuting  others.  No 
doubi  li  mi|^ht  be  advanced  in  argument,. 


that  we  had  a  sufficient  force  to  cope  with 
them  at  any  point  to  which  they  might  be 
directed;  but  why  employ  these  foreign 
Roman  Catholics  when  we  had  such  a 
number  of  other  Roman  Catholics,  natives 
of  this  country,  who  were  willing  to  em- 
ploy iheir  fortunes,  and  hazard  their  lives 
in  its  defence?  When  tlie  services  of  these 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  are  positivelv  re- 
fused to  be  accepted  of,  why  should  we 
have  recourse  to  llie  employment  of  fo- 
reigners of  the  same  persuasion  ?  Why  not 
send  tliese  troops  to  India  for  the  defence 
of  our  possesssions  there  ?  Why  should  we 
not  wish  to  keep  our  own  regular  troops  at 
home  in  preference  to  the  disgraceful  idea 
of  employing  foreign  troops  for  our  home 
defence  ?  He  understood  that  some  of  our 
troops  were  eiilier  already  gone,  or  were 
now  under  orders  for  embarkation  to  the 
East;  and  he  apjiealed  to  the  honourable, 
to  the  spirited  and  patriotic  feeling  ol  any 
gent,  present,  if  he  did  not  think  tliat  it 
was  betier  to  trust  the  defence  of  England 
to  the  hands  of  Englishmen  alone  ? 

The  Secretarifat  War  said,  that  as  to 
the  hon.  gent.'s  first  objection,  the  esti- 
mates, they  had  been  brought  forward  5 
months  ago  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
then  Sec.  at  War,  and  the  reason  why  they 
were  not  mentioned  particularly,  was,  that 
such  mention  would  totally  have  defeated 
the  purpose,  for  the  men,  had  it  been 
known,  would  have  been  prevented  from 
leaving  Hanover.  As  to  the  2d  objection, 
religion ;  it  was  to  be  recollected,  tliese 
were  foreign  troops,  and  if  you  mean  to 
have  foreign  officers,  you  must  take  them 
of  such  religious  persuasions  as  they  may 
have  been  educated  in.  The  hon.  gent, 
would  prefer,  it  seemed,  the  sending  these 
foreign  troops  to  India ;  but  they  were  only 
enlisted  during  the  war;  and  if  peace 
should  speedily  arrive,  the  idea  would  not 
be  quite  so  .pleasing,  that,  after  the  ex* 
pence  of  sending  them  out  to  India,  they 
might  almost  immediately  insist  on  being 
dismissed  and  sent  home  again  ;  a  circum- 
stance which  must  be  detrimental  to  our 
army  in  India.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
as  this  was  only  a  measure  of  providing  for 
a  certain  number  of  brave  men  who  were 
subjects  of  the  same  sovereign,  who  had 
been  forced  to  leave  their  own  country, 
and  who  were  desirous  to  fight  in  defence 
of  this  against  the  atrocious  tyranny  which 
overspread  theirs;  heboped  the  hon.  gent, 
would  withdraw  his  objection,  and  that  the 
bill  might  proceed  in  its  course. 
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Colonel  Hutchinson  ded&red  his  readi- 
ness lo  luake  any  exertion,  or  submit  to 
almost  any  sacritice  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  ;  but  he  could  not  consider  the 
present  measure  either  wi  e  or  politic. 
Foreigners  might  be  very  successfully  em- 
ployed abroad  for  the  ass. stance  of  our 
own  troops,  in  curbing  tlie  insolence  of 
the  enemy.  But  he  never  could  agree  in 
the  opinion  that  they  would  be  equally 
serviceable  at  home.  He  was  well  con- 
vinced that  a  handful  of  natives  would,  in 
the  day  of  battle,  if  ever  it  should  arrive, 
prove  more  eflTective  in  tbedefeuce  of  these 
islands,  than  thousands  of  any  foreign 
force. — After  a  few  words  from  Col,  Cal- 
craft,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  the  house, 
in  a  committee,  went  through  tlie  bill,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

[Civil  List.] — Mr.  Alexander  brought 
up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  supply 
relative  to  the  civil  list.  On  the  question 
for  the  2d  reading  of  the  resolutions, 

Mr.  Joftnstone  rose  to  oppose  it.  He  said, 
the  public  were,  in  his  opinion,  highly  indebt- 
ed to  thehon.gent.(Mr.Addington)  for  hav- 
ing laid  the  papers  before  the  house,  relative 
to  this  subject.  There  were  many  parts  of 
these  accounts  which  he  could  not  at  all 
approve,  but  as  to  some  of  them,  the 
house  was  in  such  a  dilemma  that  they 
could  not  refuse  their  assent.  It  seemed 
the  judges  of  the  land  and  foreign  ministers 
were  in  arrear,  and  though  he  could  not 
refuse  his  assent  to  such  things  being  pro- 
vided for,  the  house,  he  thought,  should 
'  take  some  precautionary  measure  that  such 
an  application  might  not  occur  again.  He 
could  by  no  means  agree,  in  the  inferences 
drawn  from  the  arguments  used  with  re- 
spect to  the  hereditary  revenues  which 
were  always  brought  forward  to  insinuate 
tliat  the  public  was  only  paying  a  debt, 
when  it  was  called  on  for  such  large  sums. 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought  his  Majesty 
had  been  fully  compensated  for  the  here- 
ditary revenues.  With  respect  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  pensions,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  82,0001.  a-year,  if  that  was 
all ;  but  there  were  others,  which  amount 
to  200,0001.  and  that,  he  thought,  was 
fully  sufficient  for  pensions  given  as  private 
remunerations;  all  the  great  public  pen- 
sions being  provided  out  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund.  He  observed,  that  in  class 
7»  there  had  been  a  saving  of  20,0001.  and, 
in  another  part,  there  was  another  saving 
of  1)^0,0001.  whicbi  he  thoughti  with  due 


oconomy,  the  right  .hon.  the  ChaQcellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  possessed  of  such  ta« 
lents  as  his  were,  might  have  made  to 
answer  any  of  the  present  ^exigencies,  with- 
out coming  to  parliament  for  this  very  ex- 
traordinary addition  to  the  civil  list  revc«» 
nue.  He  was  ready  to  agree  that  a  larger 
and  more  liberal  provision  should  be  made 
for  those  who  were  employed  in  diploma- 
tic missions.  Indeed  the  education  of  such 
persons  should  be  wholly  directed  to  qua- 
lify them  for  such  appointments.  Those 
who  were  sent  to  represent  his  Majesty 
and  the  dignity  of  the  country,  should  be 
men  of  talent  and  of  character,  and  not 
je  sons  who  were  sent  abroad  merely  be<» 
cause  they  could  not  live  at  home.— He 
had  also  to  complain,  that  a  measure  of 
such  magnitude  and  importance  should  be 
brought  on  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  sea^ 
sion ;  the  more  urgent  demands  might  in 
the  interim  be  paiB ;  but,  in  his  opinion^ 
the  more  nnature  and  final  consideration 
of  the  measure  should  be  deferred  till  the 
beginning  of  next  session. 

Mr.  ilose  contended,  that  all  the  sums 
were  most  accurately  accounted  lor,  and 
that  the  deficit  could  not  be  made  good 
by  the  savings,  which  by  no  means  aiuouiit- 
•ed  to  what  the  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  ex- 
pect. Neither  should  it  be  complained 
that  the  measure  was  brought  forward  at  a 
late  period  of  the  session.  The  arucles 
had  already  been  uuder  the  consideration 
of  two  committers,  and  the  report  had 
been  on  the  table  for  near  3  months. 

Col.  Caicrnjt  said,  the  fact  was  shortly 
this,  the  hoqse  was  going  now  to  add 
60,000l.  a  year  to  the  civil  list,  more  than 
what  was  fixed  as  the  expenditure.  18  years 
ago.  When  it  was  recollected  how  great 
a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  and  in  the  price  of 
every  article  of  lite,  this  addition  appeared 
to  him  to  be  necessary,  otherwise  debts 
must  accumulate,  and  the  application  for 
similar  aids  must  be  continually  repeated. 

Mr.  Addington  said,  the  boo.  gent.  (Mr. 
Johnstone)  had  complained  of  want  of 
notice ;  he  begged  the  house  to  recollect, 
that  he  gave  notice  oi  his  intention  to 
bring  the  business  forward  on  the  7th  of 
May,  and  the  circumstances  which  pre- 
vented it  were  too  well  known  for  him  to 
trouble  the  hoi^e  with  them  at  that  mo<- 
ment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  altogether  unnecessary  for  him  to 
shew  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
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tviog  tiiis  aaea8iir«  forward  sooner.  Tliat 
BDUSt  be  obviout  to  every  one.  He  should, 
however,  have  beon  highly  inexcuseable 
K  he  had  not  brought  it  forward  daring 
Ibe  present  session.  He  insisted  that, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  with 
ftgard  to  the  sum,  nothing  ran  or  ought 
to  be  considered  as  an  addition  to  the 
civii  lilt,  but  the  60,000l.— The  resohi- 
tions  mere  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
bills  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereon.  It 
was  ordered  that  H  be  an  instruction  to 
the  gent,  appointed  to  bring  in  the  bill,  on 
(be  2d  resolusion,  to  provide  for  laying  an 
account  of  the  state  of  the  civil  list,  under 
certain  circumstances,  before  parHament. 

[CoaN  TaADB  Bill  ]— Mr.  fVestem 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  taking 
into  further  consideration  the  report  on  the 
com  trade  bill;  which  being  read,  he 
Moved  that  the  said  report  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Patieson  desired  to  know  if  it  was 
to  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  above 
stairs  ? 

Mr*  Western  said,  he  meant  it  to  be  re- 
cemmitted  directly  to  a  comnnttee  of  the 
whole  house. 

Mr.  J  eg  try  said,  he  believed  eVery  day 
would  brii^  forth  fresh  objections;  and"' 
that  after  all,  x\\e  country  would  be  highly 
dbsattsied  with  this  bill.  He  was  4io  way 
desirous  the  price  should  be  kept  so  low  as 
at  present ;  but  would  have  the  house  take 
cssre  bow  they  made  prices  too  high*  If 
the}  would  bring  the  prices  to  56  or  588. 
be  would  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  tlie  argument  jusi 
urged  by  the  hon.  gent,  would  apply  in  a 
committee,  ai?d  no  where  so  well. 

Mr.  Morris  said,  that  as  he  could  not 
bring  himself  to  agree  with  the  committee 
«)n  the  subject  of  this  bill,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  indulged  with  a  few  obser\alions 
before  the  Speaker  should  leave  tte  chair. 
Bis  objection  principally  went  to  making 
any  alteration  whatever  in  the  prices  fixed 
in  1791.  If  this  ofcgection  had  been  founded 
on  any  more  abstract  tiieories,  be  should 
have  his  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  it ; 
but  he  bad  the  authority  of  the  committee 
itself  against  the  measure.  He  was  con- 
irinced,  he  said,  that  the  com  trade  re- 
quired no  other  encouragement  from  par- 
liament than  the  protection  of  the  laws  to 
the  capital  of  those  concerned  in  it.  If, 
nnder  that  table  of  exports  and  imports, 
there  has  been  a  fair  price  to  the  farmer,  it 
would  be  wrong  to  ateer  iu  and,  therefore, 


he  found  himself  obliged  to.  oppose  the 
present  measure. 

Mr.  //•  Lascelles  observed,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  both  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  and  those  who  were  againt  it,  was 
the  same  ;  and  that  object  was  to  set  the 
price  of  com  on  a  proper  and  productive 
footing.  Those  who  were  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  wished  to  prevent  that  fluctuation  of 
price,  which  afose  in  consequence  of  this 
country  being  every  year  an  importing 
country,  instead  of  being  able  to  export  hi 
ordinary  years,  so  as  to  have  but  a  smaU 
deficiency  in  years  of  scarcity.  He  then 
stated  the  prices  at  which  com  was  prohi- 
bited to  be  exported  in  the  reign  of  Cha.  II. 
when  its  price  was  much  the  same  as  the  pre* 
sent  price,whereas  com,  hke  all  other  things, 
ought  to  vary  iu  its  export  price,  accord- 
ing to  the  variations  of  money  at  di6ferent 
periods  of  time.  He  (concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  approbation  of  the  bill. — The 
house  then  went  into  a  •committee  of  the 
whole  house,  Mr.  H.  Lascelles  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Patieson,  in  adverting  to  the  prices, 
as  fixed  by  the  report,  observed,  that  the 
Irish  geut.  must  of  course,  wish  this  bill 
to  pass,  because  Ireland  will  be  able  to 
send  wheat  to  England,  at  48s.  when  it 
cannot  be  sent  by  foreign  countries  at  less 
than  63s.  which  is  an  advantage  of  15s.  a 
quarter,  and  of  Ss.  6'd.  besides,  if  they 
send  their  wheat  through  us  to  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  the  advantage  of  Ire- 
land sending  corn  to  this  country,  and  this 
country  to  Ireland,  would  be  equal,  by 
making  them  apply  to  each  other  in  pre- 
ference to  sending  their  money  to  foreign 
countries.  So  far  tlie  hon.  ^ent.  was  right 
in  his  obiiervation  as  to  Ireland.  He  must, 
however,  think  the  Irish  a  strange  kind  of 
being  indexed,  to  suppose,  tliat  when  they 
would  have  a  right  to  export  directly  to 
ioreign  markets,  they  should  be  so  mudi 
in  love  with  tlie  half  crown  advantage,  he 
spoke  of,  as  to  ship  their  com  to  England, 
to  have  it  unloaded,  and  sent  through  the 
country,  in  order  to  ship  it  again  for  a  fo- 
reign port.  He  was,  however,  very  glad 
to  acknowledge  that  the  present  bill  wouW 
tend  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  hoped  that  every  member  of 
the  liouse  would  equally  rejoice  with  him- 
self, in  applying  parliamentary  provisions, 
that  should  equally  benefit  every  part  of 
the  united  empire. — Several  ■amendments 
were  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr. 
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EUiston,  and  Mr.  Banks,  after  which  Mr. 
Foster  moved  that  the  chairman  should 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  house 
being  resumed,  the  chairman  reported  ac- 
cordingly, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

[Irish  Additional  Forcb  Bill.] — 
Sir  Evan  Ntpean  moved,  that  the  house  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  upon  this  bill. 
Mr.  James  Stewart  proposed  that  it 
should  first  be  printed  as  amended,  in 
order  that  the  members  might  have  time 
to  consider  it. 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  thouglit  that  such  a 
measure  would  only  tend  to  produce  delay. 
Mr.  Foster  said,  he  was  convinced  that 
the  hon.  gent,  had  no  improper  motive, 
and,  as  he  also  thought  that  the  bill  re- 
'  quired  many  amendments,  the  best  plan 
would  be  for  the  house  first  to  go  into  a 
committee,  in  which  the  amendments' 
might  be  read,  and  afterwards  printed 
along  with  the  Bill.— On  the  question 
being  put. 

Sir  John  Ketvport  said,  he  had  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  which  none  of  the  amend- 
ments that  had  been  made  to  it  tended  to 
do  away.  There  was  a  neglect  in  omitting 
some  provisions  as  to  the  supplementary 
militia ;  and  he  disapproved  of  the  man- 
ner of  levying  the  penalties  by  grand  ju- 
.  ries,  which  was  totally  foreign  to  their 
original  constitution.  It  was  a  tax  which 
bore  heavily  upon  the  peasantry,  and  to- 
tally freed  non-residents  from  contributing 
their  proportion  towards  the  service  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  no  alteration  could 
be  made  on  that  proposed  mode  of  taxa- 
tion, without  altering  the  common  law  of 
tlie  country.  It  was  avowedly  the  same 
plan  which  had  been  adopted  as  to  every 
other  taxation  throughout  the  kingdom. — 
The  house  went  into  a  committee.  The  re- 
port was  brought  up,  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  further  consideration  on  Thursday 
next,  and  the  bill  to  be  printed  as  amend- 
ed.—Adjourned. 


by  the  house.  The  Marquis  of  Abevcom 
thereupon  appli<^d  for,  and  obtained  leav^  . 
to  withdraw  the  ^ame.-^Evidenoc  was. 
heard  in  Mr.  Lingham's  Divorce  bill;  for 
the  purpose  of  proving. Mrs.  Lingham*8 
place  of  residence.  'Not  being  c^bie,  how- 
ever, to  make  out  their  object,  another 
witness  was  ordered  to  attend  on  the  same 
point  to-morrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday,  July  4. 

[MiNUTEs.]-^The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  precedents  to  which  the  petitions 
against  Mr.  Justice  Fox  were  yesterday 
remitted,  was  received,  declaring  that  the 
petitions  laboured  under  a  fundamental 
informalit}'!  and  could  not  be  entertained 


HOUSE  OIP  COMMONS. 
JFednesda^f  July  4. 
[Minutes.]— Mr.  Francis  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account 
of  the  sum  of  1,500,6661.  received  by  govt, 
from  the  E.  I.  Company,  with  the  interest 
on  it  to  the  1st  of  March,  1804,  'which  was 
accordingly  ordered.— Col.   Stanley  pre* 
tented  the  minutes  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  petition  of  the  Calico  Printers, 
which,  on  the  motion  of  that  hon.  gent., 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed.— The  house  went  into  a  commit- 
tee on  Lady  Kilwarden's  AniMiity  bill,  the 
report  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. — ^The  Secretary^t  War  moved, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
permit  the  Quarter-Masler-General  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  to  send  and  receive  let- 
ters and  packets  free  of  postage.  Granted. 
' — In  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  acts  relating  to  the  Irish  distilleries, 
Mr.  Foster  submitted  to  the  committee 
the  propriety  of  confirming  the  act  of  die 
32d  of  his  Majesty,  for  preventing  the  im- 
portation  of  malt   into  Ireland,   and   of 
repealing  the   act  prohibiting  the   distil- 
lation- from  oats  and  oatmeal.     A  bill  was 
ordered  accordingly,  which  on  the  house 
resuming  was  brought  up,  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to-mor- 
row.  The  report  of  the  Jamaicd  Free  Port 
bill  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  3d  time  to-morrow.— Mr.  Foster  brought 
in  a  bill  to  allo\Y  the  circtrtation  of  small 
Bank  Notes  in  Ireland  for  a  limited  time, 
and  under  certain  regulations,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  2d 
time  on  Friday  next  — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  better  regulating  the  collection  of 
the   revenue  in  Ireland,  and    preventing 
frauds  therein. 

[Cotton  Manufacturers  Bill.]— 

On  the  Order  of  the  day  being  read  f6r  the 

house  to  resolve  itself  mto  a-committee  on 

the  Cotton  Manufacturers  bill, 

QolornlStiftUey  ro%Q  to  oppose  it.    He 
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saidy  be  considered  it  not  only  vexatious  to 
the  parties  who  were  the  objects  of  it,  but 
it  held  out  no  advantages  beyond  those 
contained  in  the  old  laws,  of  the  Ist  of 
Anne,  and  the  20th  of  George  II.  In- 
stead of  putting  an  end  to  disputes  be- 
tween masters  and  manufacturers,  it  would 
lav  the  foundation  for  fresh  ones.  The 
billy  besides,  was  wholly  unnecessary ;  and 
to  shew  that  it  was,  he  would  just  state, 
that  when  he  Brst  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  parliament,  the  quantity  of  cotton  con- 
sumed by  manufacturers  in  a  year  amount- 
ed to  13  millions  of  pounds  weight ;  and 
the  quantity  now  consumed  was  56  mil- 
lions of  pounds  weight.  This  was  a  deci- 
sive proof  that  the  trade  had  prospered 
under  the  old  la;ws ;  and  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  new  ones. 

Mr.  Rose  went  into  a  detail  of  the  cir- 
cumstances  that  gave  rise  to  the  bill  of 
1800,  relating  to  this  subject.  That  bill 
bad  either  been  defective  in  its  provisions, 
or  its  regulations  had  not  been  put  in 
practice.  A  petition  the  year  following 
had  been  presented  to  the  house  from  the 
journeymen,  praying  that  the  regulations 
adopted  by  the  bill  might  be  put  in  force, 
and  last  year  they  had  come  forward  also 
with  another  petition  of  a  similar  nature. 
The  committee  to  which  this  petition  had 
been  referred,  had  come  to  a  resolution 
that  a  bill  should  be  brought  in  to  make 
those  regulations  effective,  but  the  session 
was  so  nearly  at  a  close,  that  this  resolu- 
tion could  not  be  conveniently  carried 
into  eflPect,  and  the  present  bill  iherefore 
had  been  submitted  to  the  house  for  that 
purpose.  The  masters  themselves  had 
complained  that  they  were  aggrieved  by 
tlie  bill  of  1800,  as  the  men  were  allowed, 
the  selection  of  arbitrators  in  cases  where 
disputes  might  arise.  This  bill  went  there- 
fore to  provide  against  such  complaints, 
as  well  as  against  those  of  the  men.  By 
the  present  bill,  neither  of  the  parties  had 
the  nomination  of  thi;  arbitrators,  but  the 
justices  of  the  peace  were  to  be  vested 
with  this  privilege.  The  bill  was  not  pro- 
posed as  a  new  measure,  but  merely  as  a 
means  of  rendering  an  old  one  effectual., 

Mr.  Francis  thought  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber opposite  (Col.  Stanley)  had  stated  a 
very  important  fact,  which  ought  to  hav( 
.  great  influence  with  the  house.  He  had 
told  them  that  the  trade  had  made  very  ra- 
pid progress,  and  had  t'iven  them  the  data 
on  which  he  founded  this  assertion.  Bui 
it  was  imposi^ible  that  any  raamifactorv 


could  flourish  to  such  an  extent,  unless  it 
had  been  properly  conducted,  and  much 
less  if  its  regulations  were  hostile  to  its 
prosperity.  He  argued,  therefore,  that 
the  present  existing  regulations  were  suf- 
ficient for  every  purpose  either  of  neces- 
sity or  expediency.  The  prosperity  of  the 
manufacture  was  the  best  proof  that  every 
thing 'was  going  on  well,  and  they  ought 
to  be  cautious  not  to  interrupt  this  pros- 
perity by  any  unnecessary  measure.  He 
did  not  think  it  at  all  necessary,  in  regard 
to  any  disputes  that  might  arise,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  authority  of  the  magistrates, 
or  to  take  the  right  of  settling  such  dis- 
putes out  of  their  hands,  in  order  to  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  others.-— A  division 
was  then  called  for,  when  there  appeared, 
For  the  motion,  27 ;  Agamst  it,  8.  The 
house  having  resumed,  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Foreign  Troops  Enlistment  Bill.] 
— Mr.  Huskisson  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Foreign  iVoops  Enlistment  bill. — On 
the  question  that  the  amendments  be  read 
a  second  time, 

Mr.  Moore  rose  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering his  solemn  protest  against  the  bil)^ 
and  the  principle  it  implied.  It  was  founded 
on  the  same  principlt,  he  said,  that  bad 
been  contended  for  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  year 
1794,  on  the  landing  of  the  Hessian  troops 
on  the  isle  of  Wight,  though  then  discou- 
raged by  almost  every  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, that  it  was  constitutiona,l  to  in- 
troduce foreign  troops,  independently  of 
the  consent  of  parliament,  as  a  part  of 
his  Majesty's  prerogative.  The  majority 
of  the  house,  on  that  occasion,  supported 
the  measure,  but  its  effe:.t  was  such  as  to 
incur  the  disapprobation  of  the  country  at 
large.  It  was  in  opposition  to  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  and  offered  to  it  a 
severe  wound.  The  present  bill,  he  ar- 
gued, was  precisely  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  went  to  second  a  precedent  which  had 
been  so  unhappily  permitted  to  exist.  The 
hon.  member  said  he  would  repeat  tlie 
questions  that  were  put  yesterday  to  mi- 
nisters by  his  hon.  friend  on  the  same 
jench  (Mr.  Francis).  Did  this  measure, 
he  asked,  originate  in  the  privy  council, 
md  why  did  not  this  bill,  in  the  usual 
torm  and  language  of  such  bills,  state 
that  his  Majesty  in  this  acted  by  the  ad- 
vice  and  with  the  consent  of  his  privy 
coitiuil?  The  best  means,  bethought,  of 
lemoving  oi;)jectioDS,  was    for  the  gent. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9^5] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jult  4,  ISO^.^Revenue  of  Ireland. 


[946 


opposite  to  give  an  explicit  answer.  The 
ton.  gent,  then  considered  the  bill  as  a 
measure  of  state,  but  no  case  had  been 
made  out  to  shew  that  it  had  any  founda- 
tion, either  in  necessity  or  in  sound  policy. 
He  was  not  surprised,  however,  that  those 
grounds  had  not  been  resorted  to,  as  it 
could  not  have  been  maintained  on  any  of 
them,  without  admitting  that  the  present 
force  of  the  country,  amounting  to  above 
800,000  men,  was  inadequate  to  its  de- 
fence, and  that  to  our  disgrace  we  were  to 
have  recourse  to  foreign  mercenaries.  The 
introduction  of  foreign  force  into  the 
country  was  not  only  unconstitutional, 
but  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  In  order 
to  induce  the  house  more  easily  to  consent 
to  the  measure,  it  was  stated  that  these 
men  were  Hanoverians,  hitherto  subjects 
of  his  Majesty,  and  consequently  entitled 
to  some  degree  of  regard.  This  fact  he 
denied.  They  were  not  all  Hanoverians; 
for  better  than  one-fourth  of  them  were 
the  sweepings  and  refuse  of  other  parts  of 
Germany,  besides  those  that  constituted 
his  Majesty's  dominions.  He  complained 
thajt  the  bill,  notwithstanding  its  import- 
ance, had  not  been  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members.  This  omission  completely 
fixed  on  the  measure  the  character  he  had 
given  it.  The  hon.  gent,  then  requested 
the  house  to  look  to  the  conduct  of  Ire- 
land on  a  similar  occasion  it  1779-  When 
Lord  Harcourt  offered  the  services  of  4000 
foreign  troops,  in  room  of  a  greater  num- 
ber that  had  been  draughted  to  America, 
ttiough  Protestants,  they  were  rejected  by 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  who  declared 
that  they  would  accept  of  no  foreign  help, 
as  they  felt  competent  to  defend  them- 
selves, or  if  not,  that  they  were  not  worth 
defending ;  and  this,  too,  was  at  a  crisis 
of  danger,  when  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain,  to  our  great  astonish- 
ment, were  in  possession  of  the  Channel. 
Instead  of  relying  on  foreigners,  5® ,000 
volunteers  on  that  occasion  presented 
themselves  for  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  were  wisely  trusted  by  the  then 
ministry  of  England.  This  confidence, 
the  result  of  necessity  in  England,  was, 
nevertheless,  gratefully .  received  in  Ire- 
land, and  from  that  moment  lessened  the 
dissatisfaction  that  then  prevailed  in  that 
country.  He  begged  the  house  to  con- 
trast the  effects  of  a  well-placed  confi- 
dence with  the  effects  of  a  system  of  re- 
bellion that  had  lately  been  too  prevalent 
in  that  country,  Th«  hon.  gent,  con- 
Vol.  IL 


ilttded  by  protesting  warmly  against  every 
principle  that  went  to  encourage  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  forces j  without  the  pre- 
vious consent  of  parliament,  as  unconsti- 
tutional and  illegal. — The  report  was  then 
received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
3d  time. 

[Revenue  of  Ireland.]— Mr.  Corry 
rose  to  beg  the  attention  of  the  house  for 
a  few  minutes.  He  complained  that  cer«^ 
tain  statements  had  been  made  on  a  for* 
mer  evening  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Foster),  which  went  to  attach 
blame  to  the  late  administration  of  Ire- 
land. He  was  far  from  thinking  that  right 
hon.  gent,  had  intended  any  misrepresen-* 
tation,  but  at  the  same  time  the  state- 
ments he  had  made  were  far  from  being 
correct,  and  the  house,  he  was  afraid,  had 
been  induced  to  draw  from  them  eonclu- 
sions  very  unfavourable  both  to  himself 
and  to  the  govt,  of  Ireland.  From  the 
nature  of  the  statements  that  had  beea 
laid  before  them,  they  must  have  drawa 
inferences  very  remote  from  the  truth. 
He  by  no  means  imputed  to  the  right  hon. 
gent,  a  wish  to  produce  this  effect,  nor 
did  he  wish  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  his 
way  to  the  office  that  he  understood  he 
would  soon  publicly  be  announqed  to  oc-» 
cupy;  but  he  wished  to  vindicate  Lord 
Hardwicke  and  others,  and  to  shew  that 
they  were  not  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion that  the  statements  he  alluded  to 
really  bore.  The  right  hon,  gent,  then 
went  into  a  minute  view  of  the  vatious 
statements  whichr  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
made  on' a  preceding  eViening,  in  regard 
to  the  decrease  of  the  Irish  revenue^  and 
the  great  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
collectors.  He  denied  that  the  revenue 
was  much  diminished,  or  that  the  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  were  great 
in  the  manner  that  had  been  represented. 
An  impression  had  been  made  on  the 
house,  that  above  half  a  million  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  which  ought 
to  have  been  received;  it  would,  there-' 
fore,  be  necessary  lor  him  to  state  to  the 
house  the  nature  of  those  balances.  la 
general,  the  balances  were  not  cash  re- 
ceived, but  charges  that  had  not  yet  been 
available.  Many  of  the  balances  arose 
from  insolvent  arrears,  and  such  arrears 
would  happen  independently  of  the  best  re* 
gulations.  The  right  hon.  gent,  thenad-* 
verted  to  the  debt  of  Ireland.  He  ar- 
gued, that  this  debt  had  been  necessarily 
increased  lately.    Very  considerable  ad« 
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ditional  expences  had  been  occasioned, 
not  only  by  preparations  against  a  foreign 
enemy,  but  by  providing  also  against  the 
designs  and  machinations  of  such  at  home 
^3  had  been  infatuated  enough  to  contem- 
plate the  overthrow  of  the  govt.  Other 
extraordinary  expences  also  had  been  in- 
curred by  winding  up  the  Union,  and  by 
Ijie  compensations  that  had  been  judged 
necessary  to  such  as  had  suiifered  by  that 
measure.  He  adverted  also  to  the  state 
of  the  revenue,  and  attempted  to  account 
^r  the  apparent  decrease,  as  it  stood  in 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  Dur- 
ing the  troubles  in  Ireland,  the  stores 
bad  been  exhausted,  and  the  warehouses 
left  completely  empty :  upon  the  return  of 
tranquillity,  therefore,  a  great  deal  of  im- 
portation took  place,  which  added  very 
much  to  the  revenue  of  that  year.  He 
could  not  but  consider  it,  however,  as  un* 
(air  to  compare  a  year  of  this  description 
with  the  ouQ  following,  in  which  less  im. 
portation  even  than  usual  would  be  ne- 
];^essary,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
the  decrease  of  revenue*  He  had  intend- 
ed, be  said,  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
relating  to  the  absentees  from  Ireland, 
which  would  have  been  productive,  he 
flattered  himself,  of  considerable  advan- 
tage to  the  revenue;  but  certain  circum- 
stances had  occurred  that  had  prevented 
him  from  putting  his  design  in  execution. 
He  concluded  by  declaring  the  satisfaction 
be  should  have  in  regaining  tlie  ^ood  opi- 
nion of  the  house,  which  he  thought  must 
have  been  forfeited  by  the  statements 
vhich  he  had  now  attempted  to  correct. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  moved,  "  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  J,  Croker,  Esq.  surveyor-general 
of  the  port  of  Dublin,  as  ordered  by,  and 
delivered  to,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  Oct.  1802 :  also  other  reports  of  a 
similar. kind,  down  to  the  latest  period.'' 

.  Mr.  Foster  assured  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  in  the  statements  lately  made  by  liim, 
he  hid  made  no  allusion  whatever  to  the 

Union ;  nor  did  he  say  that,  during  the 
discussions  on  the  Union  in<  Ireland,  he 
bad  predicted  what  the  state  of  her  fi- 
nances would  be.  All  he  said  was,  that 
two  years  ago,  in  that  house,  he  had  stated 
"bis  apprehensions  as  to  what  the  situation 
of  Ireland  was  likely  to  be.     He  never 

alluded  to  the  Union  as  being  the  cause  of 

the  failure  of  Irish  finances.  He  now 
believed,  that  the  situation  of  Ireland  was 
,»uch  as  to  be  capable  of  gr^at  improve* 


ment,  and  was  increasing  rapidly  in  pros- 
perity. And  whatever  he  had  said  on  the 
subject  of  the  Union,  during  the  discus- 
sions upon  it  in  Ireland,  he  now  feh  it  bis 
duty  to  forego  every  thing  he  then  ad- 
vanced, and  to  do  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  mend  the  defects  of  the  country,  and 
increase  all  the  advantages  she  must  de- 
rive from  the  measure.  These  were  the  , 
sentiments  tliat  had  at  all  times  been  ex- 
pressed by  him  since  the  Union  took 
place.  Now  with  respect  to  the  question 
of  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors, he  must  contend  that  there  was  in 
the  paper  before  the  house  the  sum  of 
550,0001.  acknowledged  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  collectors.  And  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  gent,  if  he  thought  the  officers  in 
Ireland  did  their  duty,  if  they  suffered 
one-fifth  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  ?  He 
was  justified  in  saying  that  the  revenue 
was  not  collected  as  it  ought  to  have 
been.  What  he  asserted  was,  that  gpvt. 
should  now  be  in  possession  of  these  ar- 
rears, and  that  the  money  was  withheld 
somewhere  in  its  passage  from  the  pocket 
of  the  subject  into  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Francis  thought  it  very  unfortunate 
that  the  two  right  hon.  gent,  did  not  un- 
derstand one  another.  There  must,  he 
apprehended,  be  some  extraordinary  in- 
tricacy in  the  question,  as  they  could  nei- 
ther convince  one  another,  nor  satisfy  the 
liouse  which  was  in  the  right.  If  what 
the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  same  bench 
(Mr.  Corry)  had  said,  was  really  the  fact, 
he  was  completely  convinced  he  had 
cleared  himself  from  every  imputation  of 
blame;  but  it  was  rather  singular  they 
could  41  ot  come  to  a  proper  understand- 
ing. The  English  members,  he  was  sure, 
must  go  away  very  dissatisfied,  as  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  had  given  no  sa- 
tisfactory answer,  and  as  the  case  required 
some  explanation  to  those  who  were  un- 
acquainted with  Irish  affairs.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  items  of  those  balances 
might  be,  but  he  understood  they  xn'ust  be 
arrears  of  money  in-  their  hands,  and  tfeit 
the  arrears  must  be  of  such  a  nature  as 
were  not  allowed  by  law  to  lie  in  this  m*an« 
ner  in  hand.  It  would  give  more  satis- 
faction, he  thought,  could  the  accounts 
with  the  different  items  be  laid  befbre  the 
house. 

Mr.  Fbster  stid,  what  he  tneaWit  to'con- 
tend  was,  that  every  ferthitig  of- airrem 
mentioned  in -fee  J)aper  bfefore  flierhoiise^ 
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ought  to  have  been  collected^  and  m  the 
,  treasury  of  Ireland  ;  that  the  arrears  out- 
standing were  tho$e  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  suffered  to  lie  out.  This  was 
all  he  Qould  say  at  present ;  there  were 
various  items  in  the  balances  which  would 
be  laid  before  the  house*  and  might  be  ex- 
amined hereafter:  upon  these  he  would 
give  every  information  in  his  power,  but 
he  could  not  say  any  thing  more  on  the 
subject,  till  all  the  accounts  were  laid  be- 
fore the  house. 

Mr.  Hatothornc  said,  that  in  order  to  be 
satisfied  whether  the  balances  were  actu- 
ally in  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  he 
applied  to.  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his,  who 
was  sec.  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, and  from  him  he  had  learned,  that 
a  month's  credit  was  given  for  the  payment 
of  the  duties  on  excise;  but  that  the  col- 
lectors were  charged  with  the  money  for 
that  time,  although  they  could  not  have 
received  it.  This  was  the  reason  why  so 
much  money  appeared  to  be  in  their  hands. 
IJe  hoped  this  statement  would  remove 
any  impression  that  might  have  been  made 
unfavourable  to  the  govt,  of  Ireland ;  and 
that  those  who  had  supposed  her  to  be, 
from  the  statements  of  the  right  hon. 
gqnt.  in  a  sinking  state,  would  now  enter- 
tain a  different  opinion. 

Mr.  Foster  denied  his  having  ever  said 
that  Ireland  was  in  a  sinking  stale;  on 
the  contrary,  he  had  declared,  that  by 
great  efforts  she  was  capable  of  retrieving 
all  those  difficulties. — ^The  motion  of  Mr. 
Corry  was  then  agreed  to.  After  which 
he  moved,  "  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  a  copy  of  all  the  general  orders 
issued  by  the  commissioners  of  excise  and 
customs  in  Ireland,  since  1800,  for  the 
better  collecting  and  paving  in  of  the  re- 
irenues  of  Ireland.   Ordered. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday^  July  5. 

.  [Minutes.] — The  Irish  Stamp  Duty 
bill,  and  the  Exchequer  Bills  bill,  were 
read  a  3d  time  ai^d  passed. — ^I'he  Counter- 
feit Dollars  bill  was  read  a  2d  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. — 
The  Irish  Custoips  and  Excise  bill  was 
committed,  and  the  report  received. — ^The 
bill  for  relieving  the  Incumbents  of  certain 
livings  in  the  city  of  London,  was  brought 
from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  Ist  time. 
«— (lOrd  Hawkesbury  presented  specifica- 


tions of  the  qualifications  of  deputy  li^u- 
tenants  and  others,  from  the  time  the 
last  accounts  were  presented,  to  the  pre- 
sent time. 

[Conduct  of  Judge  Fox.  —  The 
Marquis  of  Abercorn  presented  articles 
o£  complaint  against  the  hon.  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Fox,  grounded  on  the  petition  pre- 
sented against  that  judge.  He  said,  that 
the  articles  of  complaint  contained  every 
topic  that  had  been  noticed  by  him  ou 
former  days,  except  what  related  to  cer- 
tain high  military  officers,  and  that  he  hacj 
not  been  able  yet  to  reduce  into  a  proper 
form.  He  would  only  add,  that  whatever 
proceedings  their  lordships  might  adopt 
on  this  subject,  whatever  might  be  th^ 
form,  and  manner,  and  time  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, he  would  say,  that  he  was  ^ 
ready  now  to  undertake  the  part  that  might 
fall  to  his  share,  as  he  ever  could  or  should 
be. — ^The  articles  of  complaint  were  thea 
read:  they  were  under  four  principal 
heads;  the  first  stated,  that  Mu  Justice 
Fox  had  urged  upon  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county  of  Fermanagh,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  address  his  Majesty  to  remove  the 
Icrd  lieutenant  an.d  govt,  of  Ireland,  with 
the  intent  to  excite  discontent  against  his 
Majest/s  govt.  '  The  2d  stated,  that  Mr, 
Justice  Fox  had  endeavoured  to  induce 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  corps  of  vo- 
lunteer yeomanry  to  procure  an  address 
from  the  corps  to  the  same  effect,  and  that 
this  was  done  with  the  same  evil  design* 
The  3d  stated  all  the  complaints  which 
have  appeared  in  the  petitions  of  the  high 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  of  the  petty 
jurors ;  the  high  sheriff  complaining  of  be- 
ing fined  5001.  by  Mr.  Justice  Fox  in  aa 
arbitrary  manner,  and  the  petty  jurors  of 
being  stigmatized  by  him,  in  his  judicial 
capacity,  as  being  unworthy  to  serve  as 
jurors  in  future.  Under  this  head,  also, 
was  included  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Hart, 
as  Slated  in  his  petition.  The  last  stated^ 
that  Mr.  Justice  Fox  had  grossly  and  wan- 
tonly insulted  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn, 
representing  him  as  withdrawing  himself 
from  his  duty,  as  a  govemoir  of  a  county, 
from  sulky  and  selfish  motives;  and  this 
article  concluded  with  stating,  that  Mr. 
Justice  Fox  had  afterwards  publicly  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  done  so,  to  vex 
and  annoy  the  said  marquis. — ^The  articles 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn, 
a  copy  of  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  fur- 
,nished  to  Mr.  Justice  Fox.^-^Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday^  July  5. 

[Minutes.]— Sir  E.  Nepean  presented 
to  the  house  a  return  of  the  number  ot 
men  raised  in  Ireland  for  the  army  of  re- 
serve.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr. 
Alderman  Combe  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  London  Coal 
Market  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  to- 
morrow.— Sir  E.  Nepean  brought  in  a  bill 
to  continue  the  act  of  the  27th  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  for  the  better  execution  of 
the  law  and  preservation  of  the  peace  jn 
counties  at  large  in  Ireland.    Read  a  1st 
time. — A   similar  order  was  made  with 
respect  to  a  bill  to  exempt  from  payment 
of  postage,  letters  and  packets  sent  or 
received   by   the  quarter. master  general, 
adjutant  general,  barrack. master  general, 
and  by  certain  persons  in  each  of  those 
offices;  also  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
certain  acts  respecting  Hackney  Coach- 
men ;  also  a  bill  to  regulate  the  appoint, 
ment  of  commissioners  for  carrying  the 
Property  act  into  execution ;  also  a  bill  to 
repeal  toe  several  duties  upon  stamps,  and 
to  enact  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. — ^The 
Poreign  Troops  Enlistment  bill  was  read  a 
3d  time  and  passed ;  as  was  the  bill  to 
relieve  certain  Incumbents  of  Livings  in 
London;  also  the  bill  for  paving,  lighting, 
and  cleansing  the  several  streets,  6tc.  in 
the  borough  of  Southwark. — Mr.  Rose 
brought  in  a  bill  for  creating  certain  Free 
Ports  in  the  West  Indies.     Read  a  1st 
time. — A  message  from  the  Lords  stated 
their  lordships*  assent  to  the  Exchequer 
Bills  bill,  and  the  Irish  and  Scotch  Stamp 
Duty   bill.— Mr.   Alexander    brought  up 
the  report  of  Lady  Kilwatden's  Annuity 
bill,  which  was  agreed  to,   and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  to-morrow. 
— ^The  hon.  member  also  brought  up  a 
farther  report  from   the    Expiring  Laws 
committee ;  the  resolutions  of  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  accordingly. — 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  support  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's household,  and  for  the  better  main- 
taining the  honour  and    dignity  of  the 
crown.     In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
Johnstone,    he    stated,    that  the  several 
items  of  the  civil  list,  to  which  the  pro- 
posed augmentation  of  the  revenue  was  to 
be  appropriated,  would  be  laid  beforp  the 
house  to-morrow*     The  bill  was  read  a 
1st  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.— Mr. 


Foster  moved  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Corn 
bill.  On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  a  clause  was  added  to  the 
bill,  by  which  it  is  enacted,  tliat  notwith- 
standing any  prohibition  which  ^may  be 
issued  against  the  importation  of  corn  into 
this  country,  any  ships  which  may  appear 
to  have  bon4  fide  taken  in  their  cargoes  of 
corn  in  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  or  America* 
before  they  could  have  been  apprised  of 
such  order  of  prohibition,  shall  be  allowed 
to  unlade,  and  dispose  of  such  cargoes  in 
this  country.  The  several  amendments 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  3d  time  to-morrow. 

Irish  Additional  Force  Bill.] — 
Sir  E,  Nepean  moved  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  the  report  of  the  Irish  Addi- 
tional Force  bill. 

Col.  O'Dell  said,  be  understood  that 
this  bill  was  to  be  re-committed. 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  if  the  hon, 
gent«  had  any  objections  to  offer,  or  any 
amendments  to  propose,  in  the  detail  of 
the  bill,  he  would  assent  to  its  re-com-« 
mittal. 

Col.  0'  Dell  said,  he  had  some  objec- 
tions to  offer  with  respect  to  the  power 
which  it  was  proposed  to  vest  in  the  lord 
lieut.  for  fixing  the  quotas  to  be  furnished 
by  the  several  counties,  and  he  conceived 
that  the  committee  was  the  proper  place 
in  which  to  state  them. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  right  to  state, 
that  at  the  time  this  bill  went  through  a 
committee,  there  was  an  express  under- 
standing that  it  should  be  re-committed. 

Mr.  Foster  declared,  that  he  had  no  ob-« 
jection  to  the  re-committal,  if  desired. 

Mr.  Daxvson  said  he  had  not  read  this 
bill,  but  he  had  just  understood  from  an 
hon.  friend  of  his,  that  it  was  a  very  ob- 
jectionable measure.  Mis  hon.  friend  had 
stated  to  him,  that  there  was  not  a  clause 
in  it  to  which  he  did  not  object,  except  the 
last,  **  that  it  might  be  altered  or  repealed 
within  the  present  session."  The  bou. 
member  wished  for  time  to  investigate  tlie 
subject.  —  The  re-committal  of  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  for  to-morrow.— Ad^ 
journed. 


HOUSB   OF    LORDS. 

Friday  J  July  6, 

[Minutes.] — ^The  bill  to  prevent  Irish 
offenders  from  coming  to  England,  or  re. 
moving  from  one  county  to  another  in  Ire 
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land,  went  through  a  committee,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  reported  on  Monday.-— Wit- 
nesses were  examined  ih  Lingham's  Di- 
vorce bill,  as  to  the  present  residence  of 
Mrs.  Lingham.  The  further  proceedings 
were  adjourned  to  Monday  next. — The 
bill  for  enabling  foreigners  to  enlist  into 
the  English  service,  and  the  London  Coal 
.Market  bill,  were  brought  from  the  Com- 
mons,' and  read  a  1st  time. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Friday^  July  6, 
[Minutes.] — ^Lord  Marsham  reported 


from   the  Middlesex  committee    that  C 
Wiilock  was  guilty  of  gross  prevarication, 
^nd  concluded  with   moving,  that  he  be 
taken    into    cuatody.     The   motion    was 
agreed  to,  and  the  Speaker  issued  his  war- 
rant for  the  committal  of  C.  Wiilock  to 
Newgate.— A    message  from    the    Lords 
stated,  that  their  lordships  had  agreed  to 
the  Irish  Duties  and  Customs'  bill. — Mr. 
Owen    from    the  India-house,  presented 
the  particulars  of  the  sum  of  1,501,6661. 
received  from  govt,  by  the  E.  India,  Comp. 
together  with  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  4* 
per  cent,  thereon.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. — ^The  London  Coal  Market  bill  was 
read  a  3d  time,  and  passed. — The  Chat- 
ham Ordnance  Land   bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  to- 
morrow.— ^The  Hackney  Coach  bill  was 
read  a  2d  time,   and  committed  for  to- 
morrow ;  also  the  Stamp  Regulation  bill. 
— The  Civil  List  bill  wais  read  a  2d  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday ; 
also  the  Irish  County  Justices'  bill.— The 
West  India  Free  Port  Bill  was  read  a  2d 
time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. — The 
Quarter- Masters'  Franking  bill  was  read  a 
2d  time,  and  committed  for  Monday.— 
Lady  Kilwarden's  Pension  bill  was  read  a 
3d  time  and  passed.— The  Expiring  Laws 
bill  was  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to-morrow. — The  Irish  Small  Notes 
bill  was  read  a  2d  time,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. — ^The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next 
he   should  submit  a  proposition  to   the 
house  respecting  the  holders  of  the  Loyalty 
Loan. — ^The  order  for  the  3d  reading  of 
the  Corn  Trade  Regulation  bill  was  then 
read.     Several  amendments  W:ere  ag!^ed 
to,  in  general  tending  to  lower  the  prices 
at  which  corn  might  be  imported. — Some 
further  regulations  were  suggested  to  be 
pecessary ;  but,  as  the  hon  members  who 


suggested  the  necessity 'of  making  such 
amendments,  were  not  prepared  to  submit 
them  to  the  house  at  the  time,  the  further 
reading  of  the  bill  was  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

[LoTT  E  R  Y .]  — ^The  house  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  for  raisifig  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  way  of 
Lottery.  He  meafit  that  the  number  of 
tickets  should  be  80,000,  the  same  as  last 
year ;  that  the  price  of  each  ticket  should 
be  lOl.  and  the  whole  sum  be  800,0001. 
The  whole  should  be  divided  into  3  lotte* 
He  should  also  propose  that,  instead  ^ 


of  raising  a  specific  sum  at  one  given  time, 
by  which-  the  public  might  be  deprived,  as 
was  the  case  last  year,  of  the  chance  of 
having  tickets  on  advantageous  terms,  the 
commissioners  be  now  empowered  to- take 
advantage  of  the  market,  by  making  bar- 
gains from  time  to  time.  This  would  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  competition  a* 
widely  as  possible  ampng  the  individuals 
who  should  contract  for  the  lottery.  He 
then  moved,  **  that  it  be  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  treasury  have  power 
to  contract  for  the  sum  of  800,0001.  to  be 
raised  by  lottery  tickets,  each  ticket  not 
to  exceed  lOl."  The  resolution  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  house  being  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

[London  Docks  Bill.] — Mr.  Huskisson 
said,  he  supposed  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  make,  was  one  which  no  gent,  would  have 
any  objection  to.  On  the  contrary,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  give  satisfaction  to  every- 
body, to  hear  that  the  London  Docks,  to- 
wards the  opening  of  which  he  now  pro- 
posed certain  regulations,  were  in  such  a 
state  of  forwardness,  that  it  was  expected 
they  would  be  opened  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  shipping,  early  in  the 
month  of  Sept.  The  bill  he  meant  to 
move  for,  was  to  have  three  objects  in 
view.  First,  to  give  additional  facility  to 
the  trade  of  the' port  of  London ;  2d,  to 
provide  for  the  greater  security  of  that 
trade  ;  and  3d,  to  provide  for  the  greater 
security  of  the  revenue  arising  out  of  it. 
There  would  be  in  the  bill  a  variety  of  de- 
tails, which  he  should  not  now  enter  into  ; 
but  these  constituted  its  principal  objects. 
All  the  regulations  that  should  be  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  had  been  already  con- 
certed aud  plani^ed  by  the  diiectors  of  the 
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^Hiipaoy ;  and  met  wiUi  the  approbation 
of  all.  to  whom  tliey  had  beeo  submitted. 
1^.  th?Q  concluded  with  moving,  **  that 
k^e  be  giv^eft  to  brivg  in  a  bill  for  the 
warehousing  certain  goods  within  the  limits 
of  certain  docks*  which  were  made  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  4)0th  of  the 
king*  for  thp  better  aocommodation  and 
security  of  sbif  ping  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don/'   Leave  g^vea. 

[laasH  Additional  Forci  Bill.] — 
On  the  motion  that  the  bouse  should  re- 
vive itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish 
Additional  Force  Bill* 

Mr.  QileSf  observed,  there  was  a  clause 
which  vested  a  power  in  the  lord  lieut.  to 
order  whajt  sum  he'mi^y  tbipk  fit  to  be  given 
to  the  different  parishes  for  the  raising  df 
their  quota  oC  mieUr  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate,  by  amf  meaus^  that  a  person-  in 
Aat  high  official  situation  would,  ift  any 
instanqe,  be  guilty  of  an  ^buse  of  such 
IK>wei;.  The  rule  by  which  bounties  were 
SOTft^dy  ftxed  in  parishes  w^  to  allow 
them  three-fourths  of  the  general  regula- 
lion  bounty,  at  the  time  of  their  cjuota 
l^ing  raised.  There  wap  a  possibility, 
however,  that  by  resigniug  a.  parliamentary 
powec  up  to  the  di9ci:e|tipn.  of  au  indiyi- 
4^]^  be  might  ordev,  tiiat  in  particular 
eownties  or  districts,  only  one  guinea 
should,  be  giveq^  for  each  ma.n  so  raised. 
To  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  misapplica- 
Uon  of  discretionary  power,  he  should 
move  that  the  terms  of  the  clause  be  al- 
tered, SQ  as  to  allow  the  parish  bounties 
to  be  a-4ths  of  thJ^  regulation  boun1;y  as 
^Heretofore. 

The  Chcmcellor  of  th  Exchequer  agreed 
k»  this  suggestion,  and  consented  that 
3-4tbs  of  the  boui^ty  for  the  line  should 
be  specified. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expressed  his  approbation 
pS  the  amendment.  He  was  always  averse 
to  vesting  extraordinary  powers  m  any  in- 
dividual, while  such  powers  were  usually 
exercised  by  parliament.  Accordipg  to 
Vhe  original  wording  of  the  clause,  coun- 
ties which  were  suspected  of  disafTection, 
without  there  beiug  any  prpof  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  disaffection,  might  possibly 
hfd  allowed  such  veiy  wnali  bount^ies  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  raise 
ii\e  men  without  paying  more  than  the  pe- 
nalty which  the  law  would ,  levy  of  thepi  in 
case  of  their  total  neglect  or  omission. 
The  consequence  of  this  would  be,  that 
they  would  pay  the  201.  to  govt.,  and  they 
^iti^ht  raise  men  where  they  could  get  them 


cheaper.  The  bill  would  then  become  a 
money  bill,  instead  of  a  bill  for  raising  men 
in  such  counties.  The  same  defect,  how* 
ever,  existed  in  the  English  Additional 
Force  bill,  which  had  paissed  the  house. 
He  hoped  tliat  the  clause  would  be  amend- 
ed early  in  the  next  session  of  parliament. 
To  this  amendment  he  was  very  certain  the 
Irish  gent,  would  very  readily  give  their 
support,  as  they  had  been  so  very,  active  ia 
supporting  that  measure,  even  with  such 
an  inaccuracy  among  Uie  provisions  of  the 
bill. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 

Saturday,  July  7- 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  Foster  ^ave  ooticet 
that  he  should  move  a  vote  of  credit  fof 
Ireland,  and  also  the  ways  and  means,  oi^ 
Monday  next. — Mr.  Swinburne  presentee^ 
at  the  bar  the  annual  accounts  of  the  com- 
missioners of  Westminster-bridge,  whicfci 
were  laid  on  the  table. — The  Chancell^j; 
of  the  Exchequer  delivered  the  fi^llpwing 
message,  at  ijie  bar  of  the  house,  from  his 
Majesty :  "  G.  R. — His  Majesty,  relyii^g 
''  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  afife^ion  olf 
<<  his  faithful  Commons,  and  cpnsidiering^ 
'<  that  it  caay  be  of  the  ut^ip%t  importance 
<<  to  provide  for  such  emergencies  usk 
'<  may  arise,  is  desirous  that  this  house 
'<  will  ei>ab]|e  bim  to  take  all  s^vh  mea. 
<<  sures  as  may  be  necessary  to  disappoint 
*'  or  defeat  any  epterprise  or  design  of  hia 
^^  enemies,  and  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs 
"  may  require."  On  the  motion  of  Mr« 
Pitt,  it  wa^  ordered  to  be  referred  to  i^ 
committee  of  supply. — Mr.  Pitt  presented 
an  estimate  of  the  annual  charge  on  the 
civil  list,  which  was  laid  on  the  table.—? 
The  Irish  Commissioners*  bil^  aj;^  the 
London  Dock  Warehousing  bjlll,  were  read 
a  first  time. — Mr.  Alexander  broMcht  up 
the  report  of  the  Irish  Additiona^Torce 
bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  tfee  biU  waa 
ordered  to  be  read  a  Sd  time  on  MoiE^day, 
as  was  also  the  Iridi  Malt  biU. — ^TheChaV 
haip  Land  bill  was  passed. — Mr«  Alexan* 
der  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com^ut* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  grfinting  a  sum 
to  his  Majesty  by  way  of  f  pttery,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  theieon.-rT 
The  Tobago  Free  Port  bill  w^  ordered  to 
be  reported  on  Monday  next.mThe  house 
in  a  coipmittee,  went  through  the  bill  (or 
the  better  execution  of  the  laws  in  the 
counties  at  large  iu  Ireland*  and  ordered 
the  report  to  be  received  on  M^nda^. 
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[Coav  Traur  Bill.]— The'Corn  Trade 
bill  was  read  a  3d  time,  and  several  amend- 
ments brought  up  and  agreed  to*  On  the 
question  that  the  bill  do  pass, 

Col.  Stunley  said,  he  wished  that  the  ge- 
neral average  had  been  taken  by  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  whole  country,  and  not  by 
the  maritime  districts  only.  He  wisjied 
also  that  tlie  price  had  been  lower,  as  it 
would  particularly  affect  the  interests  of 
Che  people  in  Lancashire,  who  do  not 
grow  so  much  corn  in  s6me  years  as 
amounts  to  the  demand  of  the  people  re- 
siding in  the  county. 

Mr.  Western  was  certain  the  hou.  gent. 
bad  no  occasion  to  be  alarmed  in  the  man- 
ner which  he  seemed  to  be.  He  had  made 
a  most  accurate  observation  respecting  the 
average  prices  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
and  those  of  the  maritime  counties,  and 
he  had  found  the  differetice  so  Small,  that 
he  thought  it  could  hardly  be  felt.  He 
mentioned  the  average  prices  at  several 
different  periods,  in  order  to  shew  that 
Lancashire  Was  no  more  likely  to  suffer 
from  the  present  average  prices  than  any 
other  county. 

Mr.  J^er^  thought  that  the  landed  in- 
terest bad  in  this  bill  fixed  the  prices  so 
high,  that  the  parliament  would  be  obliged 
to  lower  them  in  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Fellowes  said,  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  keep  the  prices  as  eqi>al  as  possible ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  a  due  en- 
couragement to  agriculture.  This  was 
what  the  landed  interest  were  particularly 
interested  in,  and  which  lie  thought  it 
their  peculiar  duty  to  attend  to. 

Mr  Foster  said,  he  should  be  sorry  the 
house  should  part  with  any  idea  that  Lan- 
cashire was  likely  to  be  injured  by  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill.  He  was  certain  that 
could  never  be  tlie  cast?,  as  that  county 
had  Ireland  and  Quebec  open  to  it  when 
com  catoe  to  a  certain:  price ;  and  the  Bal- 
tic was  also  open  to  it  after  a  fixed  price, 
which,  thbugh  not  so  immediate,  was  such 
as  to  tike  away  that  degree  of  alami  whidi 
the  hon.  ttiember  bad  mettti^ned. 

Mr,  Leigh  opposed  the  measure,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  tend  to  raise  the 
price  of  corn  precisely  at  those  times  in 
wliich'roanyof  the  commercial  parts  of  the 
cotmiry  would,  fr«m  stagnation  of  trade, 
be  •  least  kble  to  bear  fticb  an  augmenta- 
tion. He  had  pirticulariy  in  his  coAtem- 
plation  that  part  of  the  kmgdom  with 
>iWuch  he  \ifaa  him&elf  connected,  the  com* 
inerci41ik>Bnty  cPBMKmH^r,  and,  he^ooa- 


tended,  that  it  was  linjilst  aiid  oppressive 
to  subject  that  part  of  the  country  to  the 
same  general  and  unyielding  regulations, 
which,  in  other  districts,  might  be  very 
proper;  but  which,  in  Lancashire,  fVoai. 
the  insufHcient  quantity  of  grain  grown 
there,  the  uncertainty  dnd  expence  of  im- 
portation from  abroad,  and  tlie  want  of 
easy  water  communication  with  corn  coun- 
ties, •  must  operate  as  a  most  grievous 
hardship. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  3d 
time  and  passed.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday f^Juljf  9* 
[Minutes.] — In  the  appeal,  Hogg,  v^ 
Lashley,  the  Lord  Chancellor  spoke  for  a 
considerable  time;  dfter  which  the  judg- 
ment was  postponed  till  to-morrow.— Mr. 
Valence,  from  the  Victualling-Office,  pre- 
sented an  Account  of  all  contracts  for  serv- 
ing tlje  Royal  "Navy  w:th  Wine,  from  the  dth 
of  Jan.  1800,  to  the  5th  of  June  1804.— Mr. 
Montague,  from  the '  Chamberlain  of  the 
City  of  London's  office,  presented  certain 
Accounts  annually  laid  before  parliafinent, 
agreeably  to  an  act  of  parliarhent. — The 
bill  for  granting  an  annuity  to  the  family 
of  the  late  Lord  Viscount  Kilwarden,  iWe 
bill  for  amending  an  act  for' the  better  re- 
gulating of  Chimney-sweepers  and  their 
Appreiitiees,  the  bill  for  vesting  certain 
messuages  in  Trustees,  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's' Ordnance,  and  the  Corn  Bount\' 
Regulation  bill ;  were  brought  from  the 
Commons,  and  read  the  1st  time. — Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday^   July  9, 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Chimney  Sweepers 
and  the  Wedenbeck  Ordnance  bills  were 
read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — A  message 
from  the  Lords  informed  the  house,  that 
their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the*  Counter- 
feit Dollars  bill. — Lord  Mar^amt  reported 
from  the  committee  appointed: to- try  the 
merits  of  the  several  petitions  coBaaplaining 
of  an  undue  election  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex;  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bart, 
was  not  duly  elected;  that  W,^  Main, 
waiing^  Esq*  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned  as  the  sitting  mem- 
ber at  the  said  election.  Bat  it  having 
been  proved  before  the  committee,  that 
W«'Maiiiwat4iig,Ciq.  did  coiaDait  certain 
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acts  of  bribery  at  tbat  election^  the  com- 
mittee resolved,  that  be  was  thereby  inca- 
pacitated from  sitting  in  the  present  par- 
liament;   and  that  the  said  election  was 
void,  so  far  as  it  related  to  Sir  F.  Burdett. 
The  committee  also  resolved,  that  none  of 
the  petitions,  nor  the  opposition  made  to 
them,  were  frivolous  or  vexalious.^Lord 
]Marsham  then  moved,  "  that  a  new  writ 
be  issued   for  the  election  of  a  knight  of 
the  shire  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in 
the  room  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  whose  election 
was  declared  void.*'— Lord  Alarsham  then 
reported   certain   other   resolutions   from 
the  committee,    which    were   as    follow: 
"  that  on  the  13th,   I4th,  and   1 5th  days 
of  the  poll,  when  tliere  was  a  majority  of 
legal  votes  in  favour  of  W.  Mainwaring, 
Esq.  Robert  Albion  Cox,  Esq.  and  Sir  W. 
Rawlhis,  Knt.  the  sheriffs  who  presided  at 
the  election,  did  wilfully,  knowingly,  and 
corruptly,   poll  300   persons,   claiming  a 
right  to  vote,  under  a  fictitious  pretence 
that  tliey  were  freeholders,  in  consequence 
of  being  joint   proprietors   of  a   certain 
mill,  called  the  "  Good-Intent  mill,"  si- 
tuate in  the  parish  of  Isle  worth  ;  and  that 
on  the  15th  day  of  the  poll,  after  a  ma- 
jority was  thus  Established  for  Sir  F.  Bur- 
dett, the  said  sheriffs  rejected  the  votes  of 
several  other  persons,  on  the  same  grounds 
for  which   they    had   admitted    those  of 
others ;  that  they  refused  to  hear  counsel 
upon  those  votes.    That  the  said  sheriffs, 
in  thus  deciding  on  the  validity  of  such 
votes,  had  acted  contrary  tp  the  conduct 
pursued  by  themselves  on  other  occasions, 
and  in  gross  violation  of  their  duty.  And  it 
appeared  to  the  conimittee?  that  the  obvious 
tendency  of  their  conduct  was  to  admit  per- 
sons n€)t  having  a  right  to  poll,  and  to  hold 
out  an'encouragemeut  to  the  commission 
perjury."  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsha 
the  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  tak 
into  consideration  on  to-morrow  se'nnig 
also  to  be  printed;  and  it  was  ordei 
that  so  much  of  the  minutes  oi  the  e 
dence  taken  before  the  committee,  as  ] 
lated  to  the  said  report,  be  laid  before  t 
house  for  the  use  of  the  members. — ^1 
Attorney  General  obtained  leave  to  bri 
in  a  bill. to  obviate  certain  inconveniepc 
experienced  in  the  Accomptant  Genera 
office  in  the  courts  of  Chancery,  in  t 
Execution   of  the  Property  Tax  act.- 
new  writ  was  ordered  to  be   issued 
a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  t 
borough  of  Knaresborough,  in  Yorkshi 
in  Oie  room  of  W,  Caveadisb,  Esq,  w 


has  accepted  the  Chiltera  Hundreds. — ^The 
Lottery  bill  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson,  read  a  Istt  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  2d  time  to-morrow. — ^The  Irish  Addi- 
tional Force  bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed;  as  was  the  Irish  Malt  Duty  bill. — 
The  Civil  List  bill,  the  Irish  Officers'  Fee 
Regulation  bill,  and  the  London  Docks  bill, 
were  read  a  2d  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted.—The  house  having  resolved  into  a 
committee,  Mr.  Foster  movedj  "  that 
the  chairman  should  be  instructed  to  apply 
to  the  house  for  leave  to  bring  ia  a  bill  to 
permit  Spirits  distilled  in  Ireland  to  be 
warehoused  for  exportation,  and  also  to 
regulate  the  exportation  of  such  spirits  as 
shall  not  be  warehoused." — ^The  motion 
was  agreed  to,  the  house  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to, 
morrpw. — ^The  Hackney  Coach  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d 
time  to-morrow. — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland 
presented  at  the  bar  an  Account  of  the 
amount  of  payments  into  the  Irish  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
ceiver General,  and  also  of  the  Post  Office. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be 
printed. — The  West  India  Free  Ports  bill, 
and  the  Irish  County  L^w  Execution  bill, 
were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
3d  time  to-morrow. 

[Additional  Stamp  Duties  Bill.} 
— On  a  motion  being  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  "  that  the  Addi- 
tional Stamp  Duties  bill  be  committed  on 
Wednesday  next," 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  to  express  his  earnest 
wish  that  some  longer  time  might  be  al- 
lowed for  considering  a  measure  of  so  im- 
portant and  complicated  a  nature  aft^bft 
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appeared  to  be  unjust,  oppressive,  and  not 
likely  to  be  productive.  A  great  number 
of  persons,  whose  iiilerest  was  likely  \o  be 
aifecied  by  tlie  bill,  were  much  alarmed  ou 
account  of  it.  and  for  that  reason,  he 
hoped  the  riglit  hon.  gent,  would  have  no 
objection  to  postpone  it  to  Friday  or  Mon- 
day next.  The  hon.  gent,  afterwards 
tnoved  that  it  should  be  postponed  to 
Friday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  hun.  geut.  must  certainly  have 
been  mistaken,  if  he  had  supposed  that  this 
measure  would  be  nothing  more  than  a 
simple  consolidation  of  the  duties  on 
stamps,  without  any  addition  being  made 
to  the  old  duties.  It  must  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  house,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  lately  filled  the  office  which  he 
now  held,  did  a  considerable  time  ago,  give 
notice  that  a  proposition  would  be  made  to 
raise  the  sum  of  800,0001.  by  makins  an 
addition  to  the  Stamp  duties  ;  therefore, 
neither  the  house  nor  the  public,  could 
have  been  taken  by  surprise  on  the  subject ; 
and  when  Iw  himself  brought  forward  the 
measure,  a  week  ago,  he  said  the  scliedule 
should  be  printed,  which  was  done  on 
Saturday  la^t;  and,  without  stating  what 
the  items  were  at  tudt  time,  he  barely  ob- 
served, that  an  addition  of  l-third,  and, 
in  some  respects,  of  l-4th,  was  intended 
to  be  laid  ou  the  existing  duties.  There 
would  be  time  enough  to  consider  this  bill 
before  it  should  pass ;  and  as  he  saw  no 
J-eason  why  the  house  might  not  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  it  on  the  day  proposed, 
he  could  not  ugree  to  put  it  otT. 

Mr.  Martin  wished  the  bill  to  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Fonhlanque  observed,  it  was  very 
true,  the  house  might  have  heard  of  its 
being  intended  to  increase  the  stamp  du- 
ties ;  however,  the  question  at  prcseut  did 
not  apply  to  tlie  principle,  but  to  the  de- 
tail of  the  measure,  and  it  was  in  order  to 
understand  tlie  detail,  that  time  was  re- 
quired. But,  for  his  own  part,  he  objected 
to  the  principle  of  it,  because  it  went  di- 
rectly to  affect  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  a  most  extraordinary  manner  ;  and 
lie  would  ask  the  house  if  it  would  be  fit  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  any  individual  to  go 
forth  and  sriy,  he  could  not  find  justice  on 
account  of  the  enormous  expence  attend- 
ing all  legal  proceedings  ?  He  was  sorry  to 
find  that  a  measure  ot  this  kind  should  be 
00  much  treated  a$  a  matter  of  course. 


This  was  not  a  time  to  oppress  the  house 
with  measures  of  this  kind ;  every  thing 
should  be  done  that  might  secure  thei^ 
confidence  in  the  govt.  He  really  be- 
lieved the  right  hon."  gent,  now  felt  doubt^ 
on  the  subject  of  this  measure;  that  he 
had  resorted  to  it,  not  as  a  measure  of 
choice,  but  of  necessity ;  and  that  he  did 
not  do  so  without  a  considerable  degree  o^ 
anxiety.  He  ought  to  have  consulte4  ' 
every  man  in  the  house,  and  in  the  coun^ 
try,  capable  of  giving  him  information,  be- 
fore he  thus  invadfed  the  admipistratiOn  of 
justice.  If  this  bill  should  pass  into  a  law^ 
as  it  now  stood,  the  officers  of  tlie  courts 
of  justice  would  no  longer  bs  able  to  gq 
through  their  ordinary  business ;  they 
could  not  raise  their  prices,  for  these  were 
fixed  by  law.  The  fees  of  the  courts  were 
fixed  and  stationary,  and  they  must  contir 
nue  so,  unless  changed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment. He  would  ask  the  right  hon;  gent, 
whetlier  these  persons  ought  not  now  to  be 
heard  against  this  bill,  and  whether  suffi- 
cient time  and  Opportunity  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  them' for  that  purpo^  ? 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  was  cer- 
tain that  all  persons  interested  in  this^  mea- 
sure would  have  full  information  of  it,  and 
have  sufficient  opportunity  to  state  their 
grievances.  The  schedule  of  the  new  du- 
ties was  delivered  on  Friday  last,  and  the 
parties  interested  must  have  had  time  be- 
tween then  and  Wednesday  next,  to  con- 
sider it. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  he  was  confident  that 
those  who  introduced  this  measure  did 
not,  at  the  time,  luiderstand  the  details  of 
of  it ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  suf- 
ficient time  might  be  allowed  for  consider- 
ing them.'  He  insisted  that  the  bill  would 
produce  great  mischiefs  in  the  courts  in 
which  he  practised  ;  he  "  instanced  one 
case  (the  Marquis  of  Winchester's)  where 
the  stamps  of  the  pleadings  amounted  td 
73L ;  but  by  the  pi*esent  bill,  would  have 
amounted  to  between  11  and  12,001.  Al* 
though  this  part  of  the  bill  had  been  cor7 
rected  within  the  last  few  hours,  yet,  whea 
such  monstrous  inconveniences  might  pro- 
ceed  from  a  single  clause  in  it,  he  thought 
it  was  a  very  sufficient  reason  to  take  full 
timeto  discuss  it  before  it  should  pass  intd 
a  law.  He  should  wish  to  give  professional 
men  time  to  consider  it-  ; 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  was  of  opinioo«  that 
a  measure  of  the  kind  now  before  thi 
house,  ought  not  to  be  hurried  thrOugft 
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withoQt  attending  to  its  detuls,  and  as  % 
•bort  delay  could  be  productive  of  no  bad 
cboiequeQcesi  he  proKnsed  himself  ready 
to  support  the  motion. 

Mr*  Sierid^  said,  the  adiediile  was 
only  printed  on  Saturday,  and  the  persons 
who  .were  the  objects  of  the  bill  had  not 
got  it  until  that  morning. 

The  Chauceiior  of  the  Exdajuer  said,  he 
had  that  morning  received  a  copy  of  re* 
iolutions  entered  into  last  Saturday  by 
several  persons  calling  themselv^  a  Law 
Society;  and  although,  according  to  the 
bon.  gent/s  statement,  they  had  not  re- 
ceived  the  schedule  until  that  momii^ 
they  passed  those  resolutions^  probaluy 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  the  sul^ect. 
It  appeared,  therefore,  that  they  were  |)re- 
pared  to  oppose  the  measure  before  they 
saw  it ;  it  could  not,  tlierefore,  be  xrpn- 
tended  that  they  wanted  information  on  the 
fiubject.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
how  wish  to  argue  the  question ;  nor  was 
this  the  proper  stage  for  arpiiog  the  general 
principle.  As  to  the  fact  stated  by  a 
learned  gent,  on  the  other  side  of  tlie 
house,  of  a  certain  rate  of  duty  being  in* 
creased  from  731.  to  12001.  that  was  merely 
|t  defect  in  a  particular  item,  which  had 
been  rectified,  and  which  might  be  amend- 
ed in  the  committee.  Tlie  Uwyers  had  no 
occasion  to  be  so  alarmed  as  they  appear- 
ed to  be ;  they  surely  were  nbt  that  de- 
fenceless class  of  heings  who  were  likely 
to  sustain  an  injury,  in  the  manner  that 
was  stated ;  and  he  himself  had  too  high  a 
respect  for  a  profession  to  whicb  he  onoe 
))eIonged,  to  propose  any  measure  that 
would  subject  them  to  inconvenience. 

Dr.  Laurence  could  not  help  thinkii^ 
that  the  bill  was  not  understood  by  those 
who  had  brought  it  forward,  and  that  if 
they  themselves  did  not  understand  the  va- 
rious details  of  the  measure,  it  could  not 
he  supposed  that  the  house  could  imme-: 
cliatelv  understand  the  subject  without  pro- 
per deliberation* 

Mr.  Windham  thought  it  was  natural 
t^at  delay  was  wished  for,  when  a  bill  of: 
tills  Icind  came  upon  men  by  surprise,  and 
when  the  author  himself  wa&  not  well  ac-i 
quainted  with  it«  It  was  a  bill  which 
amounted  to  something  very  ^great  in  its 
consequences;  and,  in  discussing  it,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  sud  of  persons  out  of 
Ihat  house;  and  the  very  circumstance  of 
people  being  unacquainted  with  it,  was  the 
best  reason  why  it  ought  to  be  delayed.— 


The  house  then  divided,  whan  there  ap^* 
peared  for  the  original  motion  78,  agaioial 
It  33.  The  commitment  of  the  bOl  wa» 
accordingly  ordered  lor  Wednesday. 

[Votes  or  CaaoiT.]— The  house  hav« 
ing  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  sup* 
ply,  and  his  Majest/s  message,  with  seve. 
ral  estimates  and  accounts,  bdng  referred 
to  the  same;  and  the  message  l^ii^  the^ 
read, 

l*he  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  in  conseoucnce  of  the  recommenda* 
tion  contained  in  bis  Majesty's  most  gra** 
cious  message,  he  should  vote  that  the 
sum  of  2,500,0001.  be  granted  by  avote  of 
credit,  and  the  otject  would  be  to  enable 
Ins  Mi^e&ty  to  provide  for  aiVy  unforeseen 
expences  which  the  exigencies  of  affairs 
might  require.  But,  besides  .the  expences 
that  might  liereafter  be  incurred,  there 
were  others  for  which  no  provision  bad 
been  made  in  the  supplies  of  the  year,  and 
which  should  be  paid  out  of  this  sum. 
Among  these  was  tlie  sura  of  between  5  and 
600yOO(ll.  for  paying  the  arrears  on  the 
civil  list.  The  next  was  the  siim  of 
320,0001.  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  in 
th^  estimates  of  the  navy.  The  additional 
expence  attending  volunteer  corps,  in  con- 
sequeiK-e  of  the  days  of  exercise  having 
been  increased,  and  so  great  a  number 
(170,000  men)  having  been  called  out  on 
permanent  duty,  amounted  to  l60,000l. 
The  whole  expence  was  1,200,0001.  As 
other  corps  were  still  likely  to  Come  out 
on  permanent  duty,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  reserve  a  sum  of  between  20  and 
d0,000L  for  meeting  that  expence.  After 
the  expences  already  incuri»Ki  should  be 
defrayed,  there  would  remain  a  sum  of 
about  1,300,0001.  applicable  to  any  emer- 
gencies that  might  arise.  He  then  moved 
that  the  sum  of  2,500,0001.  be  granted  to 
his  Majesty;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foiter  moved  a  similar  vpteof  cre- 
dity  for  800,0001.  for  Ireland,  which  wa|i 
also  agreed  to. 

[British  Museum.]— The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  he  should  next  call  the 
attention  o|  the  committee  to  a  subject 
which  had  produced  some  conversation  o^, 
a  former  day.  He  alluded  tp  the  British 
Museum.  Since  then,  a  plan  and  esti- 
mate  had  been  laid  before  the  bouse,  from 
which  he  was  cpniident  every  gent,  would 
be  satisfied  that  every  necessary  enquiry 
had  been  made  on  the  subject.  He  tiieh 
moved,  <<  that  ^  sum  of  aopolt  be  grajn^- 
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ed  to  €be^  tru9te<^  of  the  British  Muteuin, 
to  endfbie  them  to  carry  mtb  execution  the 
trust  committed  to  them. 

Mr*  Johmfone  said,  he  had  understood 
from  a  right  hoa.  gent,  opposite,  that  a 
regulation  had  been  adopted,  of  admitting 
75  persons' instead  of  35,  every  day  to  the 
Moseum.  He  was  certainly  happy  to  hear 
bf  this  improvement ;  but  thought  the  right 
hon.  gent,  might  have  been  candid  euuUgh 
to  have  told  them  when  this  rcgiflation 
was  introduced,  as  to  his  surprise  h  had 
beard,  that  it  had  only  existed  since  the 
8th  of  June  last. 

' '  Mr.  RoMc  could  not  hear  without  asto- 
nishment the  insinuation  of  the  hon.  gent., 
~|i3  he  had  expressly  stated  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to,  that  the "^^  new  regulation  had 
taken  place  in  the  course  cf  the  month  of 
Jun^  last. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  being  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Museum,  in  virtue  of  the 
situation  be  had  the  honour  to  fill  in  that 
house,  he  could  not  let  this  matter  now 
^pas^  tiy  unexplained*  So  far  back  as  two 
years  ago,  the  trustees  had  paid  attention 
to  this  very  subject,  which  was  now  under 
discussion,  and  had  agreed  that  additional 
officers  should  be  appointed,  and  greater 
facility  afforded  the  public.  Tb^  house 
must,  therefore,  perceive,  thrit  the  measure 
recently  adopted  was  not  a  sudden  altera- 
tion, but  one  that  bad  been  long  deter- 
mined opon.*-The  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

'  [Sierra  Leona.] — ^The  Chancellor  of 
ike  Exchequei  said,  he  should  next  move  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  establishment  of 
Sierra  ■  Leona.  l^ast  year  10,0001.  had 
beeh  voted ;  but  the  grant  was  delayed  on 
account  cif  the  report  made  of  the  state  of 
the  settlement  by  a  naval  ofScer^  who  had 
been  on  that  station.  This  officer  had 
since  been  examined  before  the  committee 
of  that  house,  and  their  report  must  con- 
vince the  house  of  the  utility  of  that  esta- 
blishment, Besides  the  10,0001.  already 
voted,  and  80001.  for  fortifications,  there 
would  also  be  required  the  sum  of  10,0001. 
inore;  making  m*  all  !^8,000l.  He  was 
confident  that  this  colony  would  make  a 
considerable  progress  in  promotii^  indus- 
try among  the  natives  of  AfHca;  and,  when 
similar  settlements  should  be  formed  in 
other  parts  of  the  coast,  a  proof  would  be 
afforded  how  superior  free  labour  was  to 
that  of  blaves ;  and  a  system  might  at 
length  be  established  much  more  congenial 
HO  ^t  feelings  of  every  man  than  the  pre- 


sent trade.  He  then  moved,  "that  tb« 
sum  of  38,0001.  be  granted  for  the  support 
of  the  settlement  of  Sierra  Leona.** 

Mr.  Dent  opposed  the  grant  of  this  mp- 
ney,  as  being  to  be  paid  fbr  the  interests  of 
a  colony  that  was  not  deserving  that  con« 
sideration  which  many  persons  gave  to  it, 
and  which,  he  was  sorry  to, observe  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  so  ready 
to  favour.  He  referred  to  the  report  of 
Capt.  Hallowell,  -who  had  been  sent  out 
on  purpose  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  co* 
lony,  and  who  had  gTven  it  as  his  decided 
opinion,  that  it  could  never  be  of  any  ser* 
vice  to  this  country.  He  insisted,  that  as 
a  commercial  concern,  it  had  entirely 
failed ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  asserted 
-that  the  shares  of  the  company  were  now 
at  93  per  cent,  discount.  It  was  therefore 
evident  it  was  a  speculation  which  had 
failed,  an(t- which  obstinacy  id«ne  was  the 
occasion  of  persisting  in.  Even  the  Ma- 
roons, who  had  been  sent  there,  were  de- 
sirous of  being  removed ;  and  he  could  not 
consent  to  vote  away  the  money  of  his 
constituents  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
so  losing  a  concern, 

Mr.  Windham  said,  the  original  object 
to  form  a  settlement  there,  was  with  a 
view  of  civilizing  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  by  degrees  to  get  rid  of  the  slave 
trade.  The  question  appeared  to  him  to 
stand  thus :  if  it  does  not  answer  as  a  com- 
mercial concern,  is  it  likely  to  do  so  in 
any  other  ?  lie  approved  of  any  plan  |hat 
had  for  its  object  to  teach  men  the  arts 
of  civil  life;  but  he  confessed  that  he  en« 
tertained  much  doubt  of  the  practicability 
of  the  project  under  consideration. 
*  Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  heai*d  a  good  deal 
about  justice  and  humanity,  but  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  distress  among  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  therefore  he  con** 
demned  ev^ry  proportion  for  granting 
money  for  the  support  of  visionary  schemes 
of  philanthropy.  In  his  opinion,  *  charity 
ought  to  b^in  at  home.' 

Mr,  H.  Thomiim  said,  no  infant  colony 
was  ever  set  on  foot  without  having  great 
difficulties  to  encounter,  and  without  being 
aided  and  assisted  by  govt.  The  Sierra 
Leona  coioipapy  had  certainly  encountered 
very  severe  difficulties.  They  had  struggled 
with  a  war  of  ten  years  continuance,  under 
great  disadvantages  ;  during  the  greatest 
part  of  which  time  they  had  no  fort  to  pro- 
tect them  against  the  attacks  of  the  natives, 
which  was  one  considerable  cause  of  the 
ill  success  of  the  settlement.    The  chief 
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evils  were  now  removed,  and  the  question 
was,  whether  parliament  having  trans- 
planted colonies  there  from  Nova  Scotia 
(the  Maroons,  &c.),  will  continue  to  sup- 
pore  the  expeuce,  or  will  stop  short  at  tlie 
present  moment  ?  In  his  opinion,  parlia- 
ment  were  in  some  respect  bound  to  give 
this  support.  The  company  had  actually 
expended  the  sum  asked  for,  and  had  not 
received  the  10,0001.  voted  last  year.  The 
company  could  not  support  the  colonies 
which  had  been  thrown  on  them  by  govt, 
nor  could  they  at  present  withdraw  them- 
selves from  the  concern.  The  sura  now 
proposed  to  be  voted,  was  to  indemnify 
the  company  till  govt,  should  take  the 
colonies  formed  there  into  their  own  hands, 
at  which  time,  whenever  it  might  arrive, 
the  company  were  willing  to  resign  it. 

V>r,  Laurence  considered  this  as  an  ex- 
periment of  philanthropy,  and  as  such  ap- 
proved of  it ;  but  thought,  that  the  cxpe- 

•  rience  of  16*  years  was  sufficient  to  shew, 
that  this  experiment  was  not  likely  to  suc- 
ceed; he  therefore  thought  the  house 
should  pause  before  it  assented  to  the  mo-, 
iion  proposed, 

.  Lord  Henry  Petty  thought  the  case  stood 
thus :  either  that  we  must  abandon  this  co- 
lony altogether,  and  with  it  any.  idea  of 
cultivating  a  liberal  intercourse  with  the 
people  oS  Africa,  or  else  the  institution 
must  have  the  support  demande<l.  The 
latter  was  certainly  the  alternative  which 

*  his  sense  of  duty  urged  him  to  advocate. 
The  principle  of  this  plan  was  extended  in 
the  way  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  mover 
of  the  proposition  before  the  committee, 
he  had  not  the  least  'doubt  that  it  would 
tend  to  the  benefit, of  the  people  of  Africa, 
and  redound  highly  to  the  honour  ajid  glory 
of  this  country.. 

Mr.  Patteson'sQ-ld^  that  from  the  evi- 
dence he  had  heard  before  the  committee, 
he  was  convinced  the  setthment  could 
liever  apswer,  and  was,  therefore,  averse 
from  voting  the  public  money  tg  support 
it. 

Mr.  IVUherforce  strongly  rf^pn^mended 
perseverance  in  this  laudable  undertakings 
vhicb,  even  from  the  experience  iilready 
had,  proved  that  the  people  of  Africa 
were  capable  of  fre^  labour  and  cultiva- 
tion. This  experience,  however,  w,^  not 
a  sufficient  criterion  of  the  practicability  of 
the  plan,  for  this  reason,  that  since  the 
commencement  it  had  never  had  a  fair 
trial,  this  country  havhig  been  almost  the 
whole  of  the  time  engaged  in  war.    The 


forts  proposed  to  be  erected  were  become 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  settlers 
against  our  European  enemy,  and  also 
against  any  attacks  from  the  natives. 

Mr.  Francis  observed,  tliat  it  now  ap- 
peared, that  instead  of  seeking  to  culti- 
vate a  liberal  intercourse  with  the  natives, 
we  were  about  to  construct  forts,  to  terrify 
them.  The  apprehension  of  attack  from 
them  was  very  natural,  for  he  saw  uo 
right  that  we  had  at  all  to  take  possession 
of  their  land,  or  make  an  establisbmeut 
there.  He  was  surprised  the  company 
should  attempt  to  persist,  after  so  many 
years  experience,  that-  they  could  tjot 
majve  the  settlement  answer  as  a  como^r- 
cial  concern.  He  doubted  much  whether, 
from  such  people  as  w-e  were  likely  ta 
carry  there,  the  morals  of  the  natives  will 
be  consideiaWy  improved.  He  rather 
feared,  that  our  endeavours  to  settle  there, 
would  be  the  means  of  carrying  among 
them  bloodshed  and  desolation. 

Mr.  //.   Thornton  explained,    in    the 
course  of  which  he  said,  he  thought  parv 
liament  in  some  degree  pledged  to  grant. 
this  support  annually. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
could  not  consider  the  house  as  pledged  to 
any  thinj^  further  than  the  grant  of  the 
present  year;  it  might  perhaps  become  a 
permanent  vote,  but  that  will  depend  oi^ 
cucumsta-ices. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  the  way  in  which 
.he  purchase  of  tlie  land  was  made,  was 
by  getting  the  kinp;  of  the  country  drunk, 
riud  when  he  was  well  soaked  with  brandy, 
he  gave  an  excellent  bargjvin.  lie  atked 
whether  it  was  delicate  for  tlio&e  \\'hgi  wevtJ 
concerned  ip  this  colony,  tp  vote  for  a,  re*, 
solution  which  went  to  put  nipney  into 
their  own  pockets  ? 

Mr.  irilOerJ'orce  seated,  that  nothing 
cou|d  be  more  unlikejy,  from  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  ofiicfr  who  purchased  these 
lancjs  and  from  other  circumstances,  than 
that  the  purphasp  had  been  made  while 
tlie  kijig  was  drunjc.r— The  question  was 
then  put  and  carried  without  a  division, 
though  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  few 
minutes. —  On  strangers  being  re-admitted, 
the  <:onunittee  were  voting  various  resolu- 
tion§  of  sunui  to  be  granted  for  miscellaner 
Qu*  services,  such  as  law  charges.  Bow* 
street  police,  conviction  of  felons,  th? 
sta^io^ary  for  the  two  houses  of  parljaf 
ineut,  &c.  After  which  the  report  w^  or» 
dered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
The  house  then  resolved  itself  intp  a  coc^ 
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xnittee  of  ways  and  means,  in  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  **  that 
the  sum  of  2,500,0001.  granted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  supply,  be  raised  by  loans  on 
Exchequer  bills/'  Ordered. — Mr.  Poster 
moved,  **  that  the  sum  of  800,0001.  Irish 
currency,  granted  in  the  committee  of 
supply,  be  raised  in  Ireland  by  Exchequer 
bills."  Ordered. — It  was  also  resolved, 
that  towards  raising  the  supply,  there 
should  be  a  stamp  duty  of  5s.  on  every 
promissory  bank  note,  from  20l.  to  lOOl. 
3l.  3s.  on  game  certificates;  Is.  Id.  on 
all  boxes,  &c.  containing  patent  or  quack 
medicines;  and  lOl.  per  cent,  on  ware- 
housing  home-made  spirits  in  Ireland. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
'tiiorrow. 


aHeging  that  the  measure  would  hs^ve  aa 
injurioqs  tendency,  especially  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  that  it  would  tend  to  ia- 
crease  the  poor's  rates,  ^c.  and  praying 
to  be  heard  by  his  counsel  against  the  bilU 
Tlie  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t^ 
ble.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE    OF     LORDS. 

Tuesday,  July  10. 

[Mi"NUTF.s.]-^The  royal  assent  was 
given,  by  commission,  to  14  public  and 
private  bills :  among  the  foi^mer  were  the 
Scotch  Additional  Defence  bill,  the  Irish 
Customs  Regulation,  Linen  Manufac- 
tuiTrs,  Irish  Stamp  Duties,  and  the  East 
India  Prize  Goods  bill.  The  Lords  Com- 
missioners were,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Lord  Walsing- 
ham, — ^The  Irish  Additional  Defence  bill 
was  brought  up  from  the  Commons  hy  Sir 
E.  Nepeani  and  read  a  1st  time. — The 
Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  woolsack,  and 
resumed  the  delivery  of  his  opinions  relar 
tive  to  the  appeal  I  Jogg  v.  Lashley;  which 
having  done  at  considerable  length,  he 
expressed  his  wishes  to  learn  the  general 
sense  of  tlieir  lordships  upon  the  subject, 
particularly  the  opinions  of  a  noble  and 
learned  friend  (the  Earl  of  Rosslyn),  wh{ 
had  paid  a  considerable  degrt^e  of  atten- 
tion to  the  investigation  of  the  case,  pre- 
viously to  his  reducing  the  propositions 
thereon  to  regular  form,  for  the  final  de- 
cision of  their  lordships.  The  Earl  of 
Rosslyn  delivered  his  opinions  shortly 
upon  the  case,  and  seemed  entirely  to  con- 
cur with  the  leading  positions  advanced  by 
his  noble  and  learned  friend.  The  farther 
consideration  of  tlie  case  was  then  ad- 
journed till  Thursday  next.  —  The  bills 
upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their 
respective  stages, — ^The  Corn  Trade  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
their  lordships. — Enrl  Stanhope  presented 
a  petition  from  Mr.  Ffancis  Chambers, 
^rch^nt  of  Liverpool,  .against  the  bill, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tvesdnyy  July  10. 

[MiNVT  ES.]-— The  house  wa^  summonol 
by  the  Black  Rod  to  the  bar  of  the  Housi^ 
of  Lords,  \vhere  the  royal  assent  was 
given,  by  commission,  to  the  Irish  Cus^ 
toms  and  Excise  Duty  bill,  the  Irish  Stamp 
Duty  bill,  the  Exchequer  Bills  bill,  and 
tjie  Irish  Linen  Manufacture  bill:— On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard,  it  was  or- 
dered that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
an  account  of  the  grants  for  forwarding 
the  grand  canal  of  Ireland,  since  its  com- 
mencement, together  with  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  directors  of 
the  Grand  Canal  Company,  and  the  comt 
missioners  of  Inland  Navigation,  relative 
to  the  lowering  of  the  tolls,  and  the  pro- 
gress that  had  been  made  towards  that 
object.— The  Hackney  Coach  bill,  and  the 
Cotton  Manufacturers  bill,  were  read  a 
3d  time  and  passed ;  as  was  the  bill  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace  in  the  coun- 
ties at  large  in  Ireland,  and  the  Jamaica 
Free  Port  bill—The  Civil  List  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  34 
time  to-morrow. — A  bill  for  removing  in- 
conveniencies  suffered  by  the  Accomptant 
General  under  the  Property  Tax  act,  was 
brought  in  by  the  Attorney  General,  read 
a  1st  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  ^3 
time  to-morroW;  as  were  two  bills  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Alexander,  one  for  encouraging 
the  Importation  of  Oak  Bark  f6r  Tan- 
ning, and  the  other  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  Trade  of  the  Isle  of  Man. — Mr. 
Oweuv  from  the  East  India  House,  pre* 
sentfid  an  Account  of  the  separate  fund  of 
that  Company,  and  the  payments  thereout 
from  the  year  1793,  to  the  1st  of  March'^ 
1804-.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— Mn 
Poole,  from  the  sec.  of  state's  office,  pre- 
sented an  abstract  of  t^e  returns  made  by 
the  overseers  of  the  poor.  — Mr.  Rose 
moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do  insert 
the  expected  returns  as  they  c  '*5ie  in,  tiU 
the  abstract  should  be  complete?  and  that 
when  complete,  it  should  be  printed.  Or- 
dered.—Rlr.  Foster  presented  a  bill  for 
wareboushi^  home-n^i^de  Sjpirits  in  Jreland|^ 
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«lMiw«rMditmtiiM,  and  ordered  to 
fe  renid  a  td  lime  to-ttioiTOw.~Mr.  Fran- 
A  jjav^  Aotieir,  that  beAmr  any  Idih  bu^i- 
iess  nw  brt>ogfit  on  to-morrow,  ft  was  hb 
int^ntson  t6  draw  the  att^fion  of  the 
iMnm  to  tbe  manner  la  wttidi  the  butioess 
ol  Ireland  was  at  present  conducted. 
•  [LoTiitTY  LoAW.J— On  the  motion  of 
tbe  Ckaneethf  of  de  Etekeqm',  the  house 
lesohed  iisetf  intd  a  eoonttittee  on  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  Loyalty  Loan. 
Tbe  riglbt  hon.  ^nt.  then  rose  and  stated, 
fbat  as  the  subject  to  which  the  resolu- 
tions be  meant  to  submit  referred,  bad 
been  aa  amply  discussed  at  a  former 
^riod  of  the  scissious,  he  should  not,  on 
the  (Present  occasion,  trespass  longer  on 
ibt  attention  of  the  bouse  than  was  ne- 
necessary,  to  give  a  short  history  of  the 
tiature  of  tbe  transaction,  and  to  describe 
tbe  motions  with  which  be  intended  to 
l^ondude,  Gent,  would  recollect,  that  in 
ITsfff  ^  loan  bad  been  contracted  for, 
vbich  bad  received  tbe  denoimuatton  of 
the  lioyalty  Loan,  and  thai  variations  bad 
taken  place  in  tbe  terms  of  that  loan ;  1st, 
between  the  notice  which  had  been  sent  to 
tbe  Bank  upon  tbe  pr(Mx>8itk)n  of  the  kmn, 
and  the.  resolution  of'^  tbe  committee  of 
wayaand  means  respecting  it;  and  Sdly, 
between  that  resolution  and  tlie  bill 
Ibunded  upon  it.  Tbe  variations  be  al- 
}nded  to  w^ie  only  material  in  the  conse- 
quences to  which  they  led*  In  tbe  first 
notice  it  was  held  out  to  persons  disposed 
to  Contract  for  tbe  Loyalty  Loan,  that 
IbeiT  capital  would  be  restored,  on  appli- 
cation,  at  the  end  of  two  years  after  a* 
<Iefinitive  treaty  of  peace.  lu  the  resolu* 
tion  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
it  was  stated  that  3  months'  notice  should 
be  given  before  such  capital  could  be  ob- 
tained;  and  in  the  bill  this  notice  was 
extended  to  6  mouths.  This  bill  also 
prescribed  that  the  p^ments  should  be 
made  pvily  at  particular  periods,  nsniely, 
on  the  IQth  of  April  and  lOtb  of  Oct.  in 
each  3'ear,  Ilere  there  was  an  evident 
departure  from  the  first  notice,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
Itieans,  upon  the  latter  of  which  the  con- 
tractors for  any  loan  usually  advanced 
their  moneys  ai^d  generally  the  first  de* 
posit  wasauade^ikefbre  aiiy  bill  was  passed. 
According^  to  tbe  bill  passed  upon  this 
sufc^ect,  it  was  maintained  tiiat  tbe  holders 
of  the  loan  under  consideration,  were  not 
cntitkil  to  demand  tbeir  capital  until  the 


Idth  of  April  neire,  akbou^^  tbey  were  of 
opmiom  that  th^  bad  a  right  to  receive  it 
on  the  lOCh  of  Oct,  and  that  tbe  6  moiitbs 
notice  were  to  be  considered  as  concui^ 
rent  with,  and  not  superadded  to,  the  two 
years  relerred  to.  With  this  opinion  he 
fully  concur^d,  and  be  could  not  cC»n- 
ceive  that  a  fair  construction  of  tbe  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  act  could  warrant  a  dtf-* 
ferent  eonclnsion.  He  was  aware  that 
some  very  high  authorities  entertained  a 
diffb-ent  opinion;  but  even  if  their  deii«» 
nitious  ol  tbe  law  were  acquiesced  in,  be 
would  not  admit  that  it  should  prejudice 
tbe  fkir  claim  of  men  who  entered  into  an 
eng^ement,  according  to  the  terms  of 
tbe  resolution  upon  which  this  law,  which 
deviated  from  it  in  this  respect,  professed 
to  be  founded.  It  was  mentioned,  be  un« 
derstood,  that  this  deviation  had  taken 
place  with  tbe  consent  of  the  contractors 
to  the  loan,  but  this  be  conld  not  suppose 
probable ;  indeed  be  did  not  deem  it  pos- 
sible tluit  socb  a  consent  was  ever  ob- 
tained,  or  could  be  bad,  considering  tbe 
manner  in  which  a  loan  almost  immedi« 
ately  shifts  liands ;  the  concurrence  of  all 
persons  concerned  could  scarcely  be  had. 
and  to  make  such  a  change  with  tlie  ap^ 
probation  merely  of  one  description  of 
persons,  would  be  unjust.  On  tbe  wbo]e« 
he  thought  the  liouse  was  pledged  on 
principles  of  good  faith  to  adhere  to  tbe 
original  resolution  of  the  committee  of 
-ways  and  means.  "  It  was  superfluous,  be 
felt,  in  this  instance,,  to  enter  particularly 
into  a  discussion  of  the  nature  of  the  aV« 
teration  which  bad  been  made  by  the  bill; 
and  he  disclaimed  tbe  reason  alleged  against 
those  claimants,  that  it  would  be  incou'* 
venient  to  tbe  public,  in  the  present  crisis, 
to  attend  to,  or  ctischarge  their  claims. 
From  the  arrangement  he  bad  to  submit,^ 
he  apprehended,  that  no  injury  would 
arise  to  the  public  in  the  payment  of  thia 
demand.  It  was  impossible  to  speculate 
that  no  change  would  take  place  in  the 
price  of  stocks  between  Oct.  and  April } 
if  no  material  change  should  occur,  tl>e 
public  could  suffer  no  loss ;  supposing  the 
stoclis  to  be  the  same  price  in  April  as  in 
Oct.  it  was  of  no  consequence,  to  the 
public  that  the  Loyalty  Loan-holder  sboulci 
be  paid  in  Oct. ;  but  it  was  of  much  con*> 
sequence  to  the  holder  that  he.  sbould 
have  his  money.  It  appeared  that  these 
holders  were  entitled  to  100l«  value  m 
money  for  everv  lOOL  capital  stock  .i4^ 
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vauced.    This  demaod  it  wes  not  nt  pre- 
BCQt^  possible  to  coiuply  wiih;  b^ifcuse, 
coasi$te&tly  with  tjbe  tex.m»  pf  ttie  la^t 
loan,  no  more  stock  could  be  cre^Jt^d  for 
Ibe  preseut  ^^ar.     The  only  expdiiapt, 
tberetbre,  which  jsuggest^d  itself,  •  wa9  aa 
fsxcbange  of  siock.     Ui^  proposition  \b^u 
would  be,  that  the  sabscrii)er3  should  hav^ 
it  iu  tlieir  option  either  to  wait  for  tiieir 
money  till4ixe  5th  of  April,  pr  to  af^cept 
pf  so  much  stock  oa  the  IQth  pf  Qct^  as 
would  be  equivalent  to  lOOl.  in  moiiey  for 
every  lOOi.  which  they  had  lent,  with  ILhe 
additioa  of  oue  quarter's  interest  poip- 
puting  from  the  above-mentioned  period. 
Ther£  was  no  other  expedient,  except  that 
pf  jgiving  to  the  subscribers  as  KHtch  ca- 
pital stock  as  would  amount  to  the  v^f^e 
pf  lOOl.  for  every  lOOL;  the  excess,  hpy- 
eycr,  over  the  stock  that  wopld  be  anni- 
hiiated  by  the  payment  of  this  deb^,  pnt 
to  be  tran^erable  till  the  $th  of  April. 
The  proposition,  then,   which  he  wouW 
submit  to  tlie  committee,  would  be,  that 
all  those  concerned -in   this  lo^    Wit^ 
should  apply  before  a  time  to  be  lioii^d^ 
fthpuld  hav^  the  equivalent  of  their  mpp^y 
in  capital  stpck*  with  an  addition  of  oi^ 
quarter's  interest  as    abovQ   mentipijied* 
The  value  of  the  stock  to  he  computed  by 
the  average  of  tbie  latest  XO  days  fpr  tran^ 
ferring  it.     In  order  to  guard  against  ar* 
tificial  means  that  might  be  employed  for 
lowering  the  price  of  stock  previous  to 
the  payment,  it  would  be  raqud^ite  that  an 
option  should  be  left  to  the  cpmnussipoers 
of  the  treasury,  whether  the  stock  shpuid 
be,  given  in  the  5  per  cent,  consols^  pr  ;i^ 
the  ,  3  per  cent,  reduced   annuities.    It 
ought  also  to  be  understood,  that  it  wa^ 
in  case  the  5  "per  cent,  stpcic  was  accepted, 
that  the  addi^n  of  one  quarter's  interest 
wa?  to  be  given.    In  case  the  3  p(Br  cent* 
should  be  chosen,  as  much  stock  wpuld 
be  given  as  would  be  merely  equivalent  to 
lOQl.   for  every  lOpl.  lent.    Those  >who 
did  not  choose  to  ^gree  to  this  arrange*- 1 
mentt  vrere  at  liberty  to  claim  their  mp^ 
ney,  and  measures  wppld  be  taken  earjy 
*iu  the  next  sesjuon  of  parliapient  for  the 
payment  of  that  money>  with  the  di^er^ 
lence  of  the  interest  frpm  the  10th  of  Oct.* 
till  the  time  pf  the  payment.    This  he 
considered  a9  a  ^ry  fair  proceeding.    The 
light  hon.  gent,  con^lu^ded  with  iQoving 
reiiolutioQs  agreeable  to  bis  statement. 

Mr.  J^mt  e^pressied  hia  donbts  whether 
4fae  Uf^itf  Im^kMm  wpvdd  ay»il 


tbsn^vi^  ot  this  pr^poia)-^   He  bo;n| 
te^imo^y  to  lUie  good  ii^atbn^  of  tb]» 
right  hpa.  proposer,   h\4  wm  Au*  frpa| 
thinkif^  it  fair  tp  leave  iit  at  the  di3cretiai» 
of  tl^  lords  Qi  the  treasury  to  diacbwrg^ 
ti^  demand  with  any  descnptipyu  pf  %u^ 
they  plea»edi    It  was  none  than  probaUe 
they   wpuW   chgo^e  d  pier  cei»t.   «^oqk« 
which  wttf  very  uaoiarkf  (ta^l^f  cpmpace^ 
tp'  tj:^  pther  stocks,  aod  of  wliich  tham 
were  already  23  wilUons  ju»  exisf«^ice« 
Whai  thetx  n»ust  ^  its  a^^  when  .tb<9 
loyalty  toan  should  be  fdd^d  ta  i(t  ?  I| 
was  at  prei^Qt  at  ft  discpunt  m^  9  per  5^en|U 
and  it  was  &ir  tp  presunpie^^  tblt  with  the 
proposed  addition  ^t  disppuiit  woj4d  b« 
iwgmented  at  least  ^  or  3  per  pent.    THvi 
depreciation  wojgid  of  caurae  iall  viPPH 
such  as  might  reo^v^  t^  Hj^p  p^nim^ 
larly  as  they  wer|s  to  be  precluded  inoin  % 
tr^n^  until  AprUr    Jt  wpuld  be  hinr, 
in  l^is  opinion,  to  fexiene  tbe  Ai;raDge^ 
mjwt,  and  to  give,  the  Lpy4.lty  l^an^ 
holders  tl»  pptiofi   of  *«iJ^  upon  th» 
^tock  wi;h  wlii^  tf^ir  ela,M»^  nbouU  b^ 
adjusted.     They  si^ould  be  ^JJowed   to 
choose  either  in  the  5  per  ;e^ts.  the  9 
per  cents,  or  tihe  rediiiced  annaities.    h^ 
either  of  the  two  latter  the  Jholders  migbl 
make   iime   bai^ios,  ap  f^vant^   pjT 
whi^  they  cauld  pot  av^iil  tbeip^elves  m 
the  fonner.    The  xeduoed  apwities,  b^ 
was  disposed  tp  think,  wpi^d  l>e  pre%rar 
bjie,   because   th^  /ormed    the   smalle? 
stock.    This  prfiferepoe  he  wiw  pretty  cer^ 
tain  ^1  per!K)ns  conoemed  in  the  l*pyial|gr 
Loan  would  conepr  ii^  were  they  adv4se4 
of  the  measure  before  the  coQMXutteep 
and  in  his  opuion  ithey  ov^ht  to  be  ^oj^ 
suited   beiof-e  this  measure  .was  Cfrriri) 
into  ^fkct.    The  hon.  i^eonber  $aid^  h^ 
was  surprised  tp  hear  the  rig^t  hou.  gepfc. 
|st^e,  ib»t  tb(ese  was  pp  prpbebility  c^ 
%ny  alteratipn  in  the  price  of  atocks  bcf 
tw^en  (tliis  and  April  pext*    On  the  gpn' 
trary,  '^be  thought  t^hat,  from  the  sitate  qf 
the  cpuatry,  and  the  small  amount  pf  tb^ 
vote  of  credit,  a.  very  copsiderable  9fim 
wovild  hecpme  ^ecemry  at  the  h^^wwpf 
x>i  the  next  aeseioqs.     This  wpuld  9f 
.cpurse  produce  a  ma^rial  elfect  ppop  th^ 
price  of  stocks*    T«he  hpo*  AQeml^r  ^^ 
peated  his  opiniop,  that  the  jp-eater  psjr^ 
if  not  all,  of  thojie  plaiipaBts  woold  i;iy- 
^her,  notwitbatapdi^g  the  bon^s  held  put, 
waitivAtil  the  next  sessions  for  the  totA^ 
discharge  of  their  demands. 
The  GkinuicU^r  tf4he  Mficfj^uw  i*W^ 
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that  he  had  stated  "any  opinion  so  rash  as 
that  imputed  to  him  by  the  hon.  gent, 
that  no  difference  in  the  price  of  stocks 
would  take  place  before  April.  This  was 
a  circuntstance  ^hich  must  depend  on 
events  Upon  which  no  man  could  specu- 
late. With  respect  to  the  hon.  member's 
aUusk)n  to  an  application'  for  a  consi- 
derable loan  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next'  sessions,  the  right  hon.  gent,  could 
see  no  gr6und  ftx)m  which  the  right  hou. 
member  could  conclude  that  a  consider, 
able  loan  would  be  required,  or  that  any 
proposition  for  a  loan  would  be  made  at 
an  early  period.  In  the  hon.  member's 
comments  upon  the  effects  of  an  addition 
of  the  Lbyalty  Loan  to  the  5  per  cents, 
his  opinion  appeared  to  be  rather  singular; 
for  the  annihilation  of  22  millions  of  Loy- 
alty Loan,  and  the  proportionate  increase 
cf  the  5  per  cents,  could  not  fairly  be 
presumed  as  likely  to  affect  tiie  general 
tate  of  stocks.  The  right  hon.  gent,  con- 
tended that  no  injury  could  arise  to  the 
f  arttes  concerned  by  vesting  the  proposed 
option  in  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  as  they 
were,  in  whatever  stock  was  chosen,  to 
receive  lOpl.  for  every'  lOd.  they  had  ori- 
.gtnally  advanced,  while  the  consequeaces 
must  be  obvious  of  allowing  any  denomi- 
iiation  of  stock  to  be  previously  fixed 
upon.  The  right  hon.  gent,  descanted 
upon  tlie  nature  of  the  measure  he  pro- 
posed, as  connected  with  the  rapid  opera- 
tion of  tlie  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt,  and  bearing  in  view  the 
ultimate  extinction  of  that  debt.  Upon 
the  statement  of  tlie  hon.  member,  that 
^e  would  not  advise  the  holders  of  Loy- 
alty Loan  to  accede  to  this  proposal,  he 
would  only  say  that  it  would  be  rather 
strange  if  those  gent,  should  refuse  to 
receive  lOOl.  in  Oct.  when  by  waiting  un- 
til April  ttiey  could  get  no  more. 

Mr.  Johnstone  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
value  of  1001.  money  in  stock  was  not  a 
sufficient  compensation,  if  those  to  whom 
It  was  to  be  given  were  to  stand  the  fluc- 
tuation of  6  months.  ^  He  allowed,  that 
if  the  state  of  the  cotitinent  were  to  be- 
come more  favourable,  if  Russia  were  to 
^oin  with  us  either  for  peace  or  for  war, 
•the  funds  would  rise;  if  not,  they  would 
'fall  between  Oct.  and  April. 
:  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  in  ex- 
•planation,  stated,  that  the  whdle  of  the  5 
,  per  cent,  stock  would  be  transferable ;  it 
*\vobld  |)e  only  the  new  complimentary  3 


per  cent*  stock,  which  would  not  be  trans* 
ferable.— The  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to^ 
morrow. 

[India  Bxtdget.] — Lord  Castlercagh 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into 
a.  committee  on  this  subject*  The  house 
having  gone  into  a  committee  accordingly, 
the  noble  lord,  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  accounts  before 
them,  hoped  they  would  keep  in  mind  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  affairs  al- 
luded to  occurred.  The  account  relating 
to  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1803, 
was  the  actual  account  of  that  year ;  and 
the  account  for  the  year  1804>  was  the 
estimated  account  for  that  year,  according 
to  the  general  custom  observed  in  the 
manner  of  stating  these  matters  to  the 
house  every  year.  The  house  would  have 
to  consider,  in  looking  to  these  accounts, 
that  war  had  commenced  last  year  in  Eu- 
rope, which  had  affected  the  sales  of  the 
E.  India  Company ;  that  a  war  of  no  less 
considerable  effect  had  existed  in  India 
earlier  in  fact,  but  much  earlier  in  prepa- 
ration. The  account  of  the  prieparation 
in  the  event  of  anticipated  hostilities, 
which  had  been  sent  out  in  March,  must 
have  affected  the  sales  arrived  about  the 
month  of  July ;  the  account  of  actual  hos- 
tilities, resolved  on  in  May,  must  have 
reached  India  in  Sept,  The  variation 
created  by  the  preparation  for  war  had 
kept  the  public  mind  afloat  for  10  months, 
and  the  slowness  of  intelligence  relating 
to  actual  hostilities,  had  kept  them  afloat 
from  April  to  Oct.  The  preparations  for 
the  Mahratta  war  had  originated  in  Oct- 
1802.  The  principnl  particulars  of  ex- 
pence  under  this  head  occurred  at  Bombay 
and  Madras.  It  was  true,  hostilities  had 
not  been  commenced  till  Aug.  1802,  but 
the  expence  of  preparation  had  been  con- 
siderable. He  would  not  enter  into  the 
general  policy  of  the  grounds  of  this  war, 
nor  of  the  advantages  of  its  conclusion. 
He  would  proceed  simply  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  accounts.  *  The  statiemfent 
was  generally  divided  into  3  classes:  1st, 
revenues  and  charges ;  2d,  commercial  in- 
vestment ;  and  3d,  debt  and  assets  abroad 
and  ^  at  home.  And  1st,  for  the  year  of 
actual  account,  ending  April  1803.  The 
first  view  was  the  average  expenditure  oif 
3  years,  compared  with  the  actual  produce 
of  the  last  year ;  and  whether  from  that 
the  probable  Tevenae  of  the  next  yeair 
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would  be  adequate  to  the  probable  ex- 
penditure.—  His  lordship  then  read  the 
statement,  which  was  as  follows : 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

BENGAL. 
Revepucs.— No.  1,  average   1800-1  to 

1802-3  -  -        £.7,388,804 


More  than  average  last  drawn 

No.  3,  estimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount 
More  than  estimate 
Charges.— No.  3,  estimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount  «- 

More  than  estimate 
Deduct  excess  of  charge  from  excess  of  - 
revenue,  the  net  rev.  is  more  than  esti- 
mated -  -  -         - 

And  the  net  revenue  for  1802-3  is 

ESTIMATKS,  ISOS-*. 
Revenues. — No.  1            -  - 

Charges.— No.  2  -  - 

Net  revenue 

Rev.  esitimated  less  than  actual  WOSS 

Charged  ditto  mor^  than  ditto 

Net  rev.  estimated  for  1803-4,  less  than 
preceding  year  -  - 

MADRAS. 

Revenues.-— The  objection  to  drawing  an 
average  on  the  gross  receipts  of  S 
years  still  prevailing,  as  it  would 
not  give  a  correct  view  of  the  annual 
resources  of  the  presidency,  or  be  a 
proper  mode  of  comparison  with 
former  years,  on  account  of  the 
large  addition  ac^ired  by  treatv  in 
particular  years,  the  same  principle 
is  resorted  to  -as-fbrmerly,  vir,  by 
stating  the  average  of  the  receipts 
on  the  more  ancient  revenues  of  the 
Comp.  wholly  excluding  the  sub- 
fidiary  or  other  resources  derivod 
either  from  treaty  or  conquest.  On 
this  principle^  the  average  on  3 
years,  1800-1  to  1802-3.  by  the 
statement  No.  4;  amounts  to 
which  is  more  than,  the  average  on  • 
the  3  years  1T99-1800,  to  1801-2  by 

Revenues. — No'  6,  estimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount 

'  More  than  estimate 

Charges.— No.  6,  estimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amoant 

More  than  estimate  '    - 

Deduct  excess  of  reveniTe  from  excess  of  - 
cfjarge,  the  net  charge  is  more  than 
estimated"  -         -    -^ 

And  the Jict  charge  of  thj^  year  1802-3  is 

ESTIMATESj'lSOS-*. 
JHevenues.— No.  4  ~'- 

Chargcs — ^No.  5  , 

Net  charge 

Rev.  estimated  more  than  actual,  1802-S 
Onfiget,  ditto  •  •  «. 

Ket  charge  estimated  /or  1803-4  Ie#s 
than  preceding  Wat     '  .  • 

Vol.  U. 


627,20.5 


7,612  384 
8,330,087 

767,103 


4,n35,066 
4,775,512 

240,446 


527,257 
3,601,575 

8,064,981 
5,066,940 


2,998,041 


315,106 
291,42a 


606,534 


BOMBAY. 

Revenues. — No.  7,  excluding,  as  last 
year,  the  revenues  of  the  ceded 
counties,  likewise  the  Guicowar 
J  Subsidy;  the  average  receipts  on 
the  3  years  1800-1,  to  1802-3, 
amount  lo  - 

which  exceeds  the  average  on  the  3 
years  1799-1800,  to  1801-2  by     - 

No  9,  estimated  for  180^-3 

Actual  amount 

Less  than  estimate 

,  Charges. — No.  9,  estimated  for  1805-3 
Actual  amount 

More  than  estimate 
,  Add  Deficiency  of  Revenue  to  - 
Excess  of  charge,  the  net 
chatge  ismore  thanestimated 

And  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1782-3  is 

ESTIMATES,  1803-4.   ' 
Revenues,  No.  7  -  -      ,    - 

Charges,  No,  8        -  -  « 

Netchat^ 

Rev.  estimated  more  than  actual,  1802-3 
Charges,  ditto  -  -  - 

Net  charge  estimated  for  1^3-4  more  - 
than  preceding  year  -/        .  - 


1,174,533 


37,936 


4,670,369 
4,724,-90  A 


54,oo.> 


4,555,676 
4i925,560 


379,830 


325,295 


210,602 


4,88$,895 


129.262 


163,991 
.82.651 


31,340 


309,042 

57,:^^' 

.   410,289 
3^9,5^ 

.y),764 

907,40tf 
1,329,306 

321,900 


372,63» 
869,760 

518,575 
1,47^88% 

.  960,3(^ 

159,029 
249,575 

.  ^  90,54$, 


BENCOOLEN  and  other  SETTLEMENTS. 
No.  10. — Revenues  of  Fort  Marlbto',  on 
average,  3  years,  1798-9, 
to  1800-1  -  -  8,80(5 

Chaiges,  ditto  ditto.  ^        102,030 


Net  charge 
Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort  - 
Marlbro*  estimatC|d  for  1802-3 
No.  18  —Actual  amount 

More  than^estiamted 

No.  11.— Supplies  estimated  for  1803-4 


93,224 


116,000 
196,848 

^^0,848 

Lm 

212,628 


GENERAL  VIEW. 
Result  of  the  Year  1802-3  collectivelt^*  .-   i 
Rcvenues.~Bengal,byNo.3    8,3&0ti>87 
Madras,  6    4,93.^,506 

Bombay,         •  9'  l,22^l;S06 

Total  Revenues 13,464,537 

Charges.— Bengal,  3    4,775,512 

^ladrasy  6    4,935,506  -    .• 

•  Bombay,  ' .     .  '  d'    ^-359,306 


Total 'charges 
Net  revenue  of  the  3  presidencies 
Deduct  supplies  to  Beocoolen,  &c.  No.  18 

Remaining  net  revenue 
Deduct  Interest,  &c.paid  on  the  debts. 


10,940,324 

2,524^215 

.196343 

' HI""   »     .- 

2,327,365 


At  Bengal, 
Madras,- 
Bombay, 


No.  18 
19 
20 


Dedutt  Interest  on  Securities 
purchased  by  Sinking  Fund, 
in  small  part  estimated 


972,234 

295,054. 

190,089 

l,45r,3r77 


9.5,024 


3Q 


Net  Interest 


I»S6M>^ 
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The  remainder 
is  the  Surplus  from  the  TcrritoriAl,  &c. 
Revenue*,  after  defraying  the  charges 
and  interest. 
Ad4»  amount  Sales  of  I  mporU,  by  No.  15        537, 940 


The  Total 
Is'tht  Sum  applicable  to  Coounercial  • 

Purposes. 
Amount  advanced  for  the  purchase  of 
'  InteshnentSt  payment  of  Commercial 
Charges,  and  in  aid  of  China, 

At  Bengal,    No.  13     l,a^3,a36 

Madras,  19        590,^21 

.      Bombay,  20        J56.655 

Marlbro'  ft         16,1119 


1,503,85« 


2,Xt7,031 


1,74J^,S53 


Total  advances  for  Investments 
Carj^oes  invoiced  to  Europe,  in  1809-3« 
^  with  Charges,  by  No.  2'J 

.       *  GENERAL  VIEW. 

Rtmilt  of  th€  Estimates  for  tJte  Tears  1803-4, 
,-'-*-  collect  ivelif. 

Revenues.— Bengal,  No.  4    8,'064,98t 

^       ,      '     Madras,,        4    4,888,895 
J  :.  ^    ,,      Bombay,'        7       518,57^? 

*         "'    *  "*    Total  revenues    13,47$,45l 

Aaiics^BeSgal,     N5. 2    5,666,940 
,.     Midras^.,  5    5,018.157 

•''*'  kbxftbay,      ;     8    1,478,881 

...        '         ^  •  Total  Charges    11,563,978 


1,695,81.^ 


Aet  c$timated>er.  of  the*  3  presidencies      1,908,473 
]p£;duiCt  supplies  to  Bencoolen|  &^  No.  11.        iiV2,G2f\ 

"Rehiafnder 
lieduct  further  Interest  <iTL  the 
•  debts,  by  No.  16      '  -        1,574,011 
Deduct  Thtefest  ogi  securities 
3  purchased  by  Sinkittg  f*and-    12^,360     ' 

'     *  l^t-ffiterest  .   l,44T,6ol 


The  sum  then  remain^tig 
Is  the  surpTus  rev.   afcer  defraying  the 

charges  and  interest.  , 

Add  amount  estimated  to  be  received  on 

the  sales  of  Imports,  No.  15 

The  total 
if  the  sum  estimated. to  be  applicable  in 
the  year  1803»4,  to  tfec  purposes  of 
commerce? 

DEBTS  lir   INDIA. 
Amount  stated  last  year         19,96->,T39 
Deduct^  in  the  haAds  of  the 
commissioners  of  sinking 
F.und  '    -  -    1,311,358 


248,194 


535,952 
7ai,146 


Net  amount  of  debts  last  year            •  18,654,381 
Amount  this  y«trby  No.  16    2  l,881,5tl 
Ded.  sink,  futid^  as  above    ;  2,012,348 

Net  amount  of  debts  tins  year          »  19,869,223 

Increase                  •      ',         r            •  1>214,842 

Debts  tran«feff«44«-Uic  year  by  No,  17  4,484 


DEBTS  BEARIKO  IITTEREST, 
Amount  lut  year         .        16,994,833 
Deduct,  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners  of  sinking- 


fund 


1.136,35« 


Net  amount  of  debts  bearing  interest 

last  year  •  -  -     15,858,481 

AmountihisyearbyNo.l6     18,712,933 
Ded.  sinking  fund  as  above     1,686,917 

Net  amount  of  debu  bearing  interest  this 

year  -  -  -  -    17,026,016 

Increase  of  debts  bearihg  interest  •       1,1'>7»535 

Amount  of  interest  payable 

by  accounts  of  last  year      1,481,070 
Deduct,    on    securities   in 

hands  of  commissioners 

of  sinking  iund  -  86,900 

Net  amount  of  interest  payable  last  year       1,394,170 
Amount  this  year  b)'  No.  16     1,574,011 
Ded.  sinking  fund  -as  above        126,360 

Net  amount  of  interest  payable  this  year      1,447,651 


Increase  of  interest  payable 

ASSETS  IN  INDIA. 
Consisting  of  cash,  goods, 

stores,  fee.  last  year  13,372,741 

Deduct,  balance andsecurU 

ties  in  hands  of  commis* 

sioners  of  sinking  fund        1,311,358 


53,481 


Net  amount  of  Assets  lajtt  year  12,061,583 

Consisting  as  above,  by  Ac- 
count No.  21,  thi^  year     14,630,971 
Ded.  sinking  tiind  j|s  abovo     2,012,348 

Net  amount  of  Assets  this  year  12,618,623 

Increase  of  AsseU  -  *         .^7,241 

Deducting  inciease  of  Assets  from  in«  ■  n        ■ 

crease  of  Debts,  the  »Ute  of  the  com- 
pany's aflfdi^  in  India  appears  vrorse 
in  this  view  by         -  -  -  657,601 

HOME  ACeOVKTft.       ■  ■■    ■ 

No.  25.  Aggregate  amount  of  sales  8,425,268 

Less  than  last  year    1,202,863 

The  amount  o<  Sales  of  Com- 

■  pany's  goods  less  by    170,459 

Do.  Private  goods  do.    970,119 

Do.  Neutral  property  do.  62,285 

Difference  as. above     1^202,863 

The  Sales  of  the  Company's  goods  werd 

estimated,  at  -  -  -         6i865,50O 

Tlie  actual  amoont  viras  -  -  *  5,877,569 

Being  less  than  estimated  by  927,931 

The  receipts  on  the  Sales  of  the  Can--    ■ 

pany's  goods,  estimvted  at        •      '  •  6,085,500 

No.  23..  Actually  amounted  to               «  5,482,304 

Bein^  less  than  estimated  by  603,196 

Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade  esti-  ^— . 

mated  at  u  *  •        l^OiOOO 

ActUftUy  amounted  to  •  »        X16^& 

Exceedlog  the  estimate  by  ';      26,587 
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principally  i 
burscment  f 


GENERAL  RESULT. 
The  balance  of  cash  estimated  to  be  in 

faver  of  the  Comp.  on  1ft  March, 

1804,  ammir.ted  to  • 

The  Balance  by  the  actual  Accounts  U 

in  favor  .  .  . 

Being  better  than  estimated 
'  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
bursement for  India  and  China,  and  on 
some  othj-r  accounts  being  Ie«s  than 
estimated,  which,  with  the  protraction 
of  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank, 
exceeded  the  greater  expenditure  on 
Freight,  Bonds,  &c.  added  to  the  de- 
ficient Receipt  on  the  Sales  of  Goods. 

ESTIMATE,  1803-4. 
No. 23.  Receipt  for  Sale  of  Comp.  (ioodi 

GBNCRAL  RESULT. 
The  Receipt  from  the  sale  of  goods  being 
calculated  at  a  lacger  amount  than  last 
year,  and  the  expectation  stated  of  a 
re.issuc  of  Bonds,  paid  in  the  Supply 
for  India  and  China,  being  taken  on 
a  smaller  scale,  and  the  liquidation 
of  the  Debt  to  the  Bank  not  being 
reckoned  upon,  the  Balance  on  1st 
March,  1805,  is  estimated  to  be  in 
favour  in  the  sum  of  .  . 

DEBTS  AT  HOME. 
On  1st  March,  1803 
Oa  1st  March,  1804,  No.  2i> 

Increase 
ASSETS  AT  HOME. 
On  1st  March  180.1 
On  Ist  March,  1804 

Increase 
Deducting  the  increase  of  Debts  from  ■ 
the  iiacrease  of  Assets,  the  improve- 
ment in  the  Home  Concern  In  the 
yc4r  is  -    . 

CHINA  AXD  ST.  HKLKN.^ 
Balance  at  China  last  year,  in 

favour  -  .    9X,4:vi 

Balance  at  China,  by  the  present 

accounts,  Ko.  ^t,  agnmsc       i?oO,i?00 

Decrease  .vt  China      ,x>XiJ^% 
Balance  a!  Sr.  Hclcra,  on 
30th   Sept.    L801,   in 
favour  -  -  78,8  iC 

Do.  at  do.  on  30th  J>':pt. 
1802,in favour, No  I'l,  10.),l91f 

Increase  at  Si.  Helena      'J6,346 


89,393 

17'A449 


83,056 


6,598,196 


157,634 


4,773,afk> 
4,788,8(55 


14,1*79 


17,440,593 
19,168,736 


1,7'J8,U3 


1.713,164 


Nctdccrcase  at  China  and  St.  H-lena  .^2"),9a"> 


GENERAL  COMPARISON  O'l-   DEBIS  AND 

ASSETS. 

increase  of  debts  in  India  -        -  /".l, '2 1 4,842 

Increase  of  dcbis  at  Home  -        «         "l4!9?9 

Toul  I  ncrease  o  f  Debts 
lacrease  of  asset?  in  India         557,240 
Increase  of  assets  at  Home     1,728,143 


l,2i^,821 


2,285,383 
Dedtict,  Vet  Decrease  of  Ba- 
lance at  China  and  St.  He- 
lena -  .  35.5,988 


Net  Increase  of  Assets      1,959,396* 


The  Net  Improvement  of  the  y^ar  ia 

this  view  appears  to  be  •  -         729,575 

From  this  sum  should  be  deducted  the 

amount  of  cargoes  arrived  .in  India 

previous  to  the  30th  April,  1803,  and 

included  in  the  quick  Stocks  there 

whicji   formed  part  of  the   cargoes 

afloat  outward  in  the  Assets  at  Home         417,000 

The  Remainder  is  312,575 
Which  may  be  considered  as  still  liable 
to  further  adjustments,  when  the  final 
arrangement  o(  the  claims  of  the  Com- 
pany ypon  govt,  as  stated  in  the  Home 
Asseu  shall  be  completed. 

This  statement  being  concluded,  the  noble 
lord  begged  leave,  before  he  sat  down,  to 
make  a  few  general  observations.  He 
wished  to  call  thi^  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  estimates  which  he  had  brought 
forward  for  1802-3.  He  had  then  ex- 
pressed his  sanguine  conviction,  not  only 
that  the  public  would  receive  a  participa- 
tion of  500,0001.  but  that  the  company, 
in  addition  to  this  contribution  to  the 
public,  would  be  able  to  establish  a  sink- 
ing fund  for  the  exthiction  of  their  debt, 
to  the  amount  of  2  millions  a  year.  When 
he  had  made  this  declaration,  it  was  but 
fair  to  keep  in  mind,  that  the  circum- 
stances then  existing  were  very  different 
indeed  from  those  in  which  the  country  is 
now  placed.  It  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  continuance  of  peace,  that  he  could  . 
only  look  forward  to  the  fulfilment  of  his 
expectations.  But  to  shew  that  he  had 
not  proceeded  on  light  or  trivial  grounds, 
he  advcirted  to  the  estimates  which  he  had 
laid  down,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
real  amount  of  the  revenues  and  cliarges. 
The  noble  lord  next  proceeded  to  shew, 
that  the  arrangement  for  liquidating  the 
debt  of  the  company,  was  as  strictly  ad- 
hered to,  as  it  was  possible  to  do;  and 
that  it  was  not  reasonable  to  expect  more 
from  them,  unless  their  trade  should  have 
the  good  fortune  to  take  another  turn :  it 
was  rather  matter  of  surprise,  that  under 
such  circumstances  they  could  have  made 
such  laudable  exertions. '  Still  if  affairs 
were  to  assume  a  tranquil  aspect,  there 
was  Uttle  doubt  but  a  much  more  favour- 
able result  must  aribC.  The  noble  lord 
also  explained  the  difficulties  which  ob- 
structed the  repayment  of  the  company's 
debts,  and  endeavoured  to  shew  that  these 
difficulties  principally  arose  from  the  ad- 
vances made  towards  the  support  of  govt. 
It  were  much  better,  he  observe^,  if  these 
means  were  provided  from  Europe;  for 
the  rate  of  interest  in  India  rendered 
them  far  more  enormous.    Indeed,  if  the 
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whole,  of  tbe  accouots  were  fairly  looked 
to,  and  also  tbe  circumttaiices  under 
which  they  stood,  he  ventured  to  hope 
that  a  far  more  favourable  prospect  would 
be  6pened  both  to  the  company  and  the 
pubHc  than  generally  seemed  to  be  ex- 
pected.— ^The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
inovitig  the  first  resolution. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  Eluded  to  the 
repeated  promises  given  by  the  predecessor 
of  the  noble  lord,  respecting  the  pros- 
perity of  the  affairs  of  India.  The  house 
had  been  many  years  ago  assured  that 
India  would  uot  only  Be  freed  from  all 
embarrassment,  but  would  actually  be  able 
to  administer,  relief  to  tj^  financial  de- 
mands of  the  empire  at  large.  Tiiey  were 
assured  that  not  only  would  aid  be  af- 
forded to  the  public,  but  that  the  whole 
Indian  debt  would  speedily  be  extin- 
guished. He  wished  the  committee  to 
reflect  how  these  fine  promises  had  been 
realized.  Since  tliese  promises  bad  first 
been  brought  forward,  the  Indian  debt,  it 
was  known,  had  increased  three  or  four 
fold.  lu  1793,  when  the  charter  of  the 
company  was  renewed,  a  stipulation  was 
made,  that  500,0001.  should  annually, 
after  a  certain  period,  be  paid  to  the  pub- 
lic. Of  the  sum  so  stipulated  for,  not 
one  sixpence  had  been,  or  was  likely  to 
be  received.  He  wished  to  ask,  on  what 
foundation  the  promises  held  forth  were 
supported,  and  when  or,  where  the  public 
miglit,  in  reason,  hope  to  see  them  rea- 
lized. The  debt  of  the  company,  so  far 
from  being  dimuiished,  accumulates  from 

J  ear  to  year.  Last  year  it  was  18  mil- 
ions,  and  by  the  papers  now  on  the  table 
it  would  appear  that  it  was  upwards  of  19 
millions,  with  every  prospect  of  a  still 
greater  accumulation.  The  noble  lord  al- 
luded to  the  state  of  the  account  betwixt 
the  company  and  govt.  Last  year  the 
debt  due  by  govt.  ,to  the  company  was 
estimated  at  something  more  than  4  mil- 
lions. At  that  time  a  million  had  been 
discharged,  and  still  the  balance  against 
govt,  was  not  diminished  according  to  the 
statements  contained  in  the  papers  on  the 
table.  He  thought  this  a  very  extraordi- 
nary circumstanpe,  and  called  on  the  no- 
j)le  lord  to  affojd  some  explanation  on 
the  subject.  JJefore  he  sat  down,  be  read 
a  part  pf  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  in 
^802,  where  the  most  sanguine  views  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  company's  affairs 
was  held  forth.    He  hoped  the  noble  lord 


now  saw  that  these  representations  rested 
on  no  solid  grounds,  and  would  hence-, 
forth  be  less  sanguine  in  his  expectations. 

Lord  Castlereagh  explained  that  part  of 
the  statement  which  respected  the  account 
betwixt  the  ^company  and  govt.  The  no- 
ble lord  declared  that  he  adhered  to  all 
his  former  declarations,  as  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and 
was  ready  gravely  to  renew  any  pledge 
which  he  had  formerly  given  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Johnstone  maintained,  that  the  af. 
fairs  of  the  company  were,  year  after 
year,  growing  more  embarrassed.  Not  a 
single  one  of  the  promises  or  prospects 
held  forth  by  the  noble  lord's  predecessor, 
or  the  noble  lord  himself,  had  been  in  the 
slightest  degree  fulfilled.  The  noble  lord's 
predecessor  had,  after  his  magnificent 
statements  of  the  flourishing  situation  of 
the  company's  affairs,  retired  from  office, 
leaving  their  <lebt  greatly  accumulated, 
and  giving  as  his  only  h*gacy  a  serious 
advice  to  reduce  it.  'J'he  noble  lord  him-t 
self  followed  strictly  his  predecessor's  ex- 
anjple  i«  the  views  he  gave  of  the  com- 
pany's affairs.  Like  him  he  abounded  iu 
miignilicent  promises  and  flattering  pros- 
pects, but  like  him  he  had,  in  every  in- 
sttince,  fuund  hinisejf  ^llogether  disapv 
pointed.  The  hon.  gent,  shewed  tliat  the 
debt  of  the  conjpany  wns  rapidly  accumu- 
lating. He  took  the  average  of  5  years 
from  the  year  179.9i  shewed  that  in  each 
year  there  had  been  a  large  accumulation 
of  debt,  and  stated  as  the  result,  that  in 
the  course  of  these  5  years  the  company's 
debt  had  increased  upwards  of  11  mil- 
lions,  'ibis  statement  he  desired  the  no-» 
ble  lord,  or  any  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  disprove;  and  he  asked  every  gent, 
whether  this  was  not  a  ccJmplete  evidence 
that  all  the  representations  given  of  the 
company's  affairs  were  altogether  falla- 
cious and  unfounded  ?  He  msisted  that 
the  service  of  the  company  could  not  go 
on  without  new  loans  ;  and  that  a  new 
loan  must  be  negociated  next  year  in  la- 
dia.  He  argued,  that  the  statements  (if 
the  charges  on  the  company  were  quite 
delusive.  The  •  most  prominent  charges 
were  only  brought  forward,  while  all  the 
heads  of  extraordinary  service,  which  were 
very  numerous,  were  carefully  kept  out  of 
view.  The  hon.  member  supported  his 
arguments  by  a  numher  of  minute  calcula- 
tions, and  sat  down  with  declaring^  that 
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the  afiaio  of  the  company  werfe  far  from  | 
being  so  flourishing  as  they  were  reprp- 
septed  to  be. 

Lord  Casilereagh  observed,  that  the  hon, 
gent,  did  not  make  a  proper  allowance  for 
the  expenditure  which  the  company  were 
iinavoidal>ly  subject  to  in  time  bf  war.  He 
badt  besides  that,  omitted  to  make  any  de. 
duct  ion  on  account  of  the  assets  which  the 
tcompany  were  possessed  of.  These  were 
inaccuracies  which  it  was  necessary  for  the 
hon.  gent,  to  take  into  his  more  serious* 
{[lonsideration.  He  was  fuljy  aware  that. 
the  question  was  of  a  most  complicated 
pature,  and  every  gent,  did  not  sufliciently 
attend  to  such  complex  statements  as  were 
then  before  the  house,  to  be  \x\  full  posses- 
sion of  the  various  changes  which  arose  in 
the  course  of  such  accounts.  If  the  hon. 
gent,  was  to  revolve  these  considerations 
|n  his  own  mind  more  at  leisure,  it  was 
more  than  probable  that  he  would  be  in- 
duced to  alter  his  opinion.^  We  had  an 
EuropeaUi  and  we  had  an  Asiatic  war  in 
the  course  of  the  yeaf.  It  should  be  also 
recollected,  tl)at  shortly  after  the  Mysore, 
we  had  to  undergo  the  expences  of  the 
Mahratta  war.  Though  that  war  did  not 
actually  break  out  until  August  last,  pre- 
parations were  made  a  considerable  length 
of  time  before  hostiUties  were  actually 
pommenced ;  the  first  preparatory  steps 
by  which  expences  wei*e  incurred,  he  un- 
derstood, were  taken  in  the  month  of 
May,  1802.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be 
found  that,  exclusive  of  the  charges  of  a 
complicated  war,  the  actual  amount  of 
debt  contracted  within  the  year,  did  not 
exceed  300,0001.  I  f  the  increased  amount 
0i  debt  were  considerably  more  thkn  such 
0,  sum  as  he  had  mentioned i  he  could  not 
think  that  even  then  it  was  a  fair  criterion 
by  which  we  should  be  authorised  to  form 
ony  judgment  respecting  the  resources  of 
the  company,  or  the  general  state  of  their 
finances.  It  was  evident,  that  in  tfme  of 
war,  there  must  be  some  difficulty  in  trans- 
mitting bullion  from  Europe  to  the  East. 
And  when  we  looked  at  the  extended  com- 
merce, and  the  increased  revenue  of  the 
company,  we  must  be  convinced,  that 
borrowing,  under  such  circumstances,  was 
the  necessary  result  of  the  increased  opu- 
lence and  growing  power.  The  universal 
prospect  of  the  stat^  of  our  affairs. in  India, 
must  present  a  flattering  picture  to  the 
qompaqy  themselves,  and  be  most  grate- 
ful to  the  feelings  of  every  Englishman. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  he  did  not  mean. 


to  go  into  the  general  detail  of  the  question, 
but  merely  to  make  ouC  observation  on'  a 
paper  which  he  held  in^his  hand,  to  wjiich 
the  noble  lord  had  alluded  with  respect  to 
a  balance  of  900,0001.  due  from  govt,  to 
the  E.  India  Company,  which  had  been 
allowed  by  the  commissioners.  He  wished 
the  noble  lord  to  put  the  house  in  pos^^ 
sion  of  the  principle  ppon  which  such 
claims  had  been  allowed?  Without  such  a 
standard,  it  was  impossible  to  say  wherfe 
they  would  rest,  as  they  might  be  ex- 
tended to  every  species  of  expedition  Ih^t 
might  be  undertaken  by  tjie  company, 
purely  for  their  owii  benefit,  and  the  se- 
curity of  their  possessions, .  Jie  bope?}, 
thereforei  that  the ,  upble.  lord  would  e>^- 
plain  the  progress  that  had  been  m^de  hf 
the  commissioners. 

Lord  Custhreagh  ia  reply,  stated,  that 
tlie  commissioners  had  not  yet  decided  on 
more  of  the  sums  claimed  than  to  the  ex- 
tent of  900,0001.  The  accounts  relative 
to  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  had  not  arrived 
till  this  year,  by  which  one  million  was 
added  to  the  claims  of  the  company,  upon 
which  no  decision  could  yet  have  been 
formed.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  part  of  the  expence  of  joint 
operations,  should  be  charged  on  the  re. 
spective  parties,  and  he  -sboujd  despair  of 
bringing  the  account  to  a  final  settlement, , 
if  he  was  not  to  rely  on  the  liberality  of 
the  public ;  and  he  had  every  reason  to 
trust,  that  the  whole  account  would  be 
prepared  for  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment before  next  session. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer f  in  addi- 
tion to  what  had  been  stated  by  his  nofcde 
friend,  thought  it  right  just  to  observe,  that 
no  idea  had  ever  been  eutertained  of  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  accounts  by  the  commis- 
sioners. They  had  been  appointed  only  to 
examine  into  the  claims  for  the  purpose  of 
facihtating  the  final  adjustment.^  But  the 
result  of  their  enquiry,  as  w^ll  as  the  items 
and  total  amount  of  the  claims,  would  be 
submitted  to  the  eventual  consideration  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  Mfas  relieved  from  con. 
siderable  anxiety  t^  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  gent.,  as,  if  the  decision  bf, 
the  commissioners  was  to  be  final,  he 
should  enter  his  protest  against  such  sl 
proceeding*  As  he  was  up,  he  desired  to 
know,  whether  th  nr.ble  lord  would  pledge 
himself,  that  no  increase  should  take  place 
in  the  exportation  of  bullion  to  the  East 
Indies  in  the  present  year  t 
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Lord  Catthratgh  flattered  hinifetf  tlmt  the 
event  of  the  sales  in  this  country  would 
enable  the  company  to  export  a  considerable 
quantity  orbullion,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
it  wouUl  be  most  advantageous  to  the  com- 
pany to  send  out  as  large  a  quantity  of  it  as 
possible. 

Dr.  Laurence  contended,  that  from  the 
^lure  of  the  estimates  for  the  la^t  6  years, 
during  which  there  had  been  an  intrrvalof  1 8 
months  peace,  there  must  be  something  ex- 
traordinary in  the  manner  of  making  them 
up.  I'hey  had  failed  on  both  sides,  both  as 
♦o  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  and  the  extent 
of  the  charges ;  and  there  must  be,  therefore 
some  inherent  radical  fallacy  at  the  bottom, 
-which  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  ariy  parti- 
cular persons,  but  to  the  whole  system,  in 
not  making  the  proper  allowance  for  the 
management  of  the  afiairs  of  a  great  empire. 
The  learned  member  then  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  some  items  of  the  estimates.  He 
contended,  that  if  the  duties  on  teas  were  so 
high  as  to  ii^ure  the  sale,  by  cFiminishing  the 
consumption,  they  onght  to  be  lowered,  and 
as  for  access  to  the  markets  on  the  conti- 
nent, he  looked  upon  that  an  more  com- 
pletely barred  at  present  than  at  any  former 
period.  As  to  the  assets  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  referred,  be  could  not  look  upon 
th>cm  while  warehoused  and  deprived  of  a 
vcM  90  available  to  any  purpose  of  advantage 
to  tbe  company,  and  he  stated  this  merely  to 
•hew  the  fidlacy  of  taking  the  whole  amount 
<if  the  eorapany  's  possessions  into  the  esti* 
•  Hiate  of  avaniable  property. 

Mr.  Waiieuie  dedared  that  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  suppose 
that  the  cxpcnces  of  a  war  were  at  an  end 
in(Mnedi«tel^  af^er  the  termifiation  of  war. 

Mr.  Princep  thought  that  the  affairs  of 
India  deserred  the  most  minute  investigation. 
He  was  not  to  be  told  that  the  time  of 
danger  and  war  was  improper  for  an  enquirj^ 
into  such  matters,  when  the  interests  of  the 
«fnpire  were  so  materially  concerned.  When 
the  report  was  brought  up  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  himself  fully  and 
calmly  upon  the  subject,  and  would  dexluce 
no  consequences  but  from  the  papers  already 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Francis, f-^'Siv  •  I  owe  it  in  gratitujde 
to  £he  distineiushed  fewy  who  have  hi^d  for- 
titude enou^  to  favour  us  with  their  attend- 
;incc,  and  possiHy  with  their  attention  to  this 
tour,  to  let  tiicm  know  that  they  are  safe, 
at  least  on  xh^  part,  from  any  very  heavy 
addition  to  the  burthen  tbey  have  already 
^submitted  to  with  so  much  equanimity.  A 
lobg  ispeccb  now  could  have  nocflfect,  but 


rednce  tbe  audience  to  nothing.    Neither  if 
it  necessary.     A  year  ago>  when  the  afiairs 
of  India  were  under  the  consideration  of  a 
committee  of  tbe  whole  house  Tery  like  the 
present,  I  entered  fully  into  the  subject ;  and 
I  took  care  thai  what  I  then  said  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  proprietors  of  India  stock 
and  to  the  public,  with  all  the  accuracy  and 
authenticity,  that  I  could  give  to  jray  opinion 
by  vouching  for  it  in  writing.     Nothing  has 
since  occurred  to  induce  me  to  recede  from 
any  part  of  that  opinion,  or  from  any  of  the 
principles,  which  I  have  hitherto  mamtained 
with  regard  to  India.  On  the  contrary,  every 
new  fact  that  appears,  and  every  fresh  light 
we  obtain,  serves  only  to  confirm  the  decla- 
ration I  then  made,  that  the  mischief  was  in 
a  state  of  progression,  and  to  convince  me 
that  the  case  is  a  good  deal  worse  than  it  was 
a  year  ago.     My  intention  however  is  to 
avoid  repetitions,  to  take  notice  only  of  some 
particulars  mendoned  by  the  noble  lord,  as 
they  occur  to  me,  and  proceed  as  quickly  as 
1  can  to  that  conclusion,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  my  addressing  the  committee. 
Thte    noble  lord  regrets  that  the  sanguine 
and  satisfactory  expectations,  given  by  him 
to  the  public  last  year,  have  not  been  realized, 
and  he  places  ^e  failure  to  the  account  of 
the  Mahratta  war,  which,  he  says,  has  been 
conducted  on  a  very  extensive  and  expensive 
scale,   which  must  disturb  all    estimates ; 
that  this  war  is  the  most  expensive  military 
transaction,  in  which  the  company  was  ever 
engaged;     that    the     increase    of  charge^ 
amounting  to  about  a  million,  was  mo^y 
of  a  military  natiire^nd  unforeseen ;  and  that« 
although  the  actual  hostilities  did  nbt  com- 
mence till  August  1803,  the  preparation  for 
the  war  began   early  in  November  1802, 
and  even  then  created  a  heavy  expencc.*— 
Sir;  if  the  noble  lord  himself  had  not  in- 
troduced the  Mahratta  war,  for  the  purpose 
of  accounting  for  a  failure  in  his  estimates, 
I  should  have  carefully  avoided  it ;  because 
1  consider  it  as  a  subject  reserved  for  a  future 
discussion,  when  tlic  materials  are  before 
us.     The  papers  are  not  yet  printed,  nor 
likely  to  be,  for  many  weeks.     1  have  never 
seen   one  of  them.     The  fact  now  stated 
deserves  special  attention.     It  a{:)pearB  that 
the  orders,  for  our  army  to  take  the  field, 
were  given  in  the  b^^ginning  of  November 
1 802 ;  and  surely  I  have  a  nght  to  presume 
that  the  project  of  the  war  must  have  been 
under  deliberation,  aiid  the  plan  of  it  con- 
certed sometime  before  those  orders  were 
given  ;  and  that  consequently  the  war  itself, 
which  commenced  in  August  last,   could 
not  have  hc^n  unexpectedly  forced  upon  us. 
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by  the  spur  of  an  unforeseen  occasion,  or  by 
the  sndden  pressure  of  an  instant,  or  un- 
avoidable necessity.  Yet,  when  I  moved 
for  the  papers  first  on  the  14th  of  March, 
and  afterwards  on  the  6th  of  last  April,  the 
committee  will  recollect  that  neither  the 
company  nor  govt,  were  then  in  possession 
of  the  circumstances,  which  preceded  the 
rupture,  and  that  no  co^mmunicution  what- 
ever on  the  subject  had  been  received  from 
India.  I  shall  dismiss  it  now  with  only  one 
observation,  which  has  no  relation  to  the 
justice  or  noficy  of  the  war,  but  is  particu- 
Ivttiy  apphCable  to  the  present  debate.  If 
the  preparation  for  the  war,  in  November 
1802,  and  so  long  before  it  commenced^ 
ha^  been  sufficient  to  disturb  his  lord- 
ship's estimates,  and  to  defeat  his  expecta- 
tions, what  are  you  to  expect  from  the  war 
itself,  when  the  accounts  of  the  actual  ex- 
pence  attending  it  shall  be  fairly  and  fully 
brought  into  vkw  !  It  seems  he  liad  calcu- 
lated that,  in  this  month,  the  public  would 
receive  their  participation  in  the  Indian  reve- 
nues ;  but  unfortunately  his  hopes  have  been 
disappointed  by  the  war  abroad,  and  by  the 
diminution  of  sales  at  home.  Sir,  the  day 
must  come,  wheh  it  shall  be  examined,  and, 
if  possible,  explained,  why  the  public  has 
never  received  more  than  one  year's  partici- 
pation in  the  revenues  of  India  since  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  in  1793,  and  parti- 
cularly why  that  single  payment  was  made 
in  the  fifst  year,  and  never  since  ;  consider- 
ing that  it  was  one  of  the  essential  conditions, 
on  which  the  charter  was  renewed.  There 
is  some  mystery  in  this  part  of  the  transac- 
tion. The  noble  lord  says  that  govt,  had 
no  legal  claim  on  this  account,  because  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  company's  sales,  (after 
providing  for  other  charges,  which  stood 
iifst  in  ix)int  of  order,)  did  not  furnish  a 
surplus,  out  of  which  the  partici|)ation  of 
5oo,oool.  a  year,  to  which  the  public  were 
intltled  by  law,  could  be  defrayed.  Very 
likely,  ftut  then  1  say  thitt,  besides  all  our 
Tother  riplations  to  the  object,  and  independaiit 
of  the  ^ncral  duty,  bv-  Which  we  are  bound 
to  watch  the  govt,  of  in.lia  and  the  marrage- 
met^t  of  tlxe  company's  ^ftkirs,  this  is  an 
additional  pecuniary  argument  and  irjterest, 
that  obliges  parliament  to  inquire  bow  it 
happens  8iat,  out  t>f  a  territorial  revenue  of 
13  millions,  ailde'd  tb  the  profits  of  a  flou- 
rishing tirade  at  home*,'  there  is  no  surplus  to 
maTce  gdbd  to  the  public  so  incorisidera'brc 
a  share  in  that  immense  receipt,  as  half  a  mil- 
lion a  year.  The  govt,  it  is  said,  have  no 
legal  denland ;  because  the  produce  is  ab- 
fiotbcd  betbrcf  the  public  right  accifucs.    It 


may  b€  so.  But,  witMotit  a  parliamintaiy 
examination,  how  is  it  possible  for  us  to 
know  whether  the  failure,  by  which  that 
right  is  defeated,  be  owing  t<»  an  intolerable 
mismanagement,  or  even  to  a  criminal  wa^ 
of  the  resources  abroad,  or,  bona  fide,  to  . 
just  and  unavoidable  expences?  The  result 
of  such  waste,  or  of  such  exi>ence,  may 
always  be  pleaded,  legally,  in  bar  of  mt 
public.  •*  We  have  spent  the  money.  Of 
course  you  have  no  claim."  This  house  i» 
trustee  for  the  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be 
satisfied  with  such  an  answer.  The  nobl< 
lord  admits  that,  on  the  whole  of  the  com-  . 
pany's  concerns,  in  India  there  has  been,  \ii 
the  last  year,  a  deterioration  to  the  amount 
of  657,0001.  which  he  attributes  to  an  in- 
crease of  charge,  anwunting  to  something 
less  titan  a  million,  mostly  of  a  military 
nature  and  unforeseen  i  and  also,  that  th0 
company's  sales  of  tea  have  fallen  short  of  th^ 
estimatecl  sales  by  above  two  millions  of 
pounds  weight,  owing  to  the  additional 
duties  lately  laid  on  that  artiple.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  melancholy  fact.  It  at  once  reduces  th;6 
public  revenue  and  the  company's  commcr* 
cial  profits ;  and,  what  is  wofse,  it  shows 
that,  since  the  consumption  is.  certainly  not 
lessened,  the  ti-ade  is  iklling  again  into  th^ 
hands  of  the  smugglers.  But  the  noble  lord 
looks  forward  to  better  times,  and  relies  with 
a  confidence,  that  seems  to  be  attached  t0 
his  station,  on  the  flourishing  circumstance^ 
abroad,  which  are  to  arise  hereafter  from  th* 
acquisitions  made  in  the  present  war.  Qur 
Indian  prosj)erity  is  always  in  the  future 
tense,  I  must  do  hirti  the  justice  to  admit 
that,  in  every  respect  but  one,  he  seems  to 
me  to  be  the' full  and  legitimate  successor  of 
the  noble  lord,  who  for  many  years  pre- 
sided at  the  same  board.  He  has  succeeded 
to  the  office  I  to  the  promises,  to  the  hopes, 
to  the  estimate?,  to  the  sanguine  disposition 
of  that  noble  lord,  and  to  his  perpetual 
di<?appointments.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  rather  odd 
that,  in  the  course  of  21  years,  the  result  \ti 
any  year  has  never  made  good  the  promise 
of  the  preceding.  Much  '  less  ixBxe  thb 
general  promises  made  to  the  nation  by  tht* 
act  of  1793,  by  which  the  charter  was 
renewed,  beea  realised,  or,  in  all  ippear^ 
ance,  ever  will.  But  then  there  wasalwajli 
a  good  reason  for  it.  Only  wait  another 
year,  and  every  thing  will  come  right.  Itk 
one  article  only,  the  noble  Lord  has  not 
accepted  the  succession  to  his  predecessor. 
He  has  not  taken  uix>n  him  the  specific  en- 
gagement so  often  and  so  regularly  repeated 
in  this  house  from  year  to  year,  ex* 
actly  in  the  follpwing  terms,    *«  To  save 
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^Of  gentkman  the  trouble  of  potting 
the  question  to  me,.wbetherl  adhere  to  the 
hopes^  I  gave  last  year,  that  the  dav  is  much 
nearer,  when  the  resources  of  india  will 
administer  aid  to  Ihe  revenues  of  this  coun- 
try than  that,  on  which  we  are  to  apprehend 
that  India  will  call  for  aid  from  the  iinances 
of  Great-Britain,  I  anticipate  the  question, 
and  answer  in  the  affirmative.  The  only 
diiierence  is  that  I  am  more  sanguine  in 
those  hopes,  than  I  was  at  the  time  I  first 
asserted  them/'  and  so  on  in  every  succeed- 
ing year  in  the  same  strain,  till  he  resigned 
in  1801.  To  the  8|>ccific  question  put  to 
the  noble  Lord  by  my  noble  friend  near  me, 
(Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,)  whether  he 
t6ok  that  engagement  upon  himself,  he  made 
no  reply.  But,  in  a  general  way,  his  hopes 
lind  his  estimates  are  as  good  as  ever.  We 
are  to  be  reimbursed  and  enriched,  some 
day  or  other,  by  the  territorial  acquisitions 
made  in  this  war.  I  ask  him  a  plain  ques- 
tion. Have  any  acqubitions  made  by  war 
la  the  last  20  years,  paid  the  cxpences  of 
the  war,  provided  for  all  the  new  establish- 
ments, and  left  a  surplus  applicable  to  trade 
or  tribute  through  the  medium  of  invest- 
ment ?  No.  So  far  from  it,  that  whereas 
the  pretended  plan  atid  promise  of  the  act  of 
1793  was  to  reduce  the  company's  Indian 
debt  tp  2  millions  sterling,  it  was  20  millions 
a  year  ago,  though  2  millions  are  said  to 

.  have  been  bought  up  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund.  Since  the  promise  of  an 
aimual  reduction,  the  real  increase  of  debt 
has  exceeded  2  millions  a  year  communibus 
annis ;  And  how  we  have  ^  new  war,  on 
a  most  extensive  and  expensive  scale,  the 
charge  of  which  cannot  yet  be  known  here, 
bat  which,  I  suppose,  will  appear  in  the 
accounts  of  the  present^  year  or  in  those  of 
the  next.  One  of  the  first  effects,  and  in- 
deed a  singular  feature  of  this  war  of  acqui- 
sition>  is  very  odd  and  unaccountable. — 
There  is  a  pnnce  in  the  Guzzerat,  caUed  the 
Gwicov^^ar,  whose  territory,  I  presume,  is 
jceded  or  mortgaged  to  the  company,  to  pay 
^hem  for  their  trouble,  or  to  indemnify  them 
for  their  cxpences,  *  You  would  naturally 
suppose  that  the  fund  was  productive,  and  in 
some  degree  answered  the  purpose.     What 

-/cad  eflfectivc  pi'ofit  it  may  produce  hereafter, 
is,  at  least,  vciy  uncertain.  But  the  first 
tianslU^on  we  have  with  this  Gwicowar  is 
to  lend  him  money,  to  the  amount  of 
186,000,  as  the  noble  Lord  states  it;  but 
at  it  is  stated  by  the  govt,  of  Bombay,  (who 
lent  l^c  money),  among  thpir  extraordinary 
itary  disbursements,  (vix.  Bombay  rupees 
31,25,944)  i^  rcaJly  amounts  to  360,0001. 


The  noble  Lord  has  a  reason  ready  for  cv 
thing  ;  but,  I  think,  he  gave  no  explanat 
of  the  causes  of  this  loan.  Remember 
debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  The  co 
mittee  will  observe  that  thete  is  a  const 
annual  export  of  bullion  by  the  India  cc 
pany  to  China  of  about  6;0,000l.  a  y( 
Of  that  trade,  so  detrimental  in  a  natic 
view,  1  shall  say  nothing,  because  I  i 
sume  there  is  no  remedy.  If  yoi;»  will  n 
tea,  you  must  pay  for  it  in  specie.  1 
object,  to  whicn  I  endeavoured  to  draw 
attention  of  the  corti mittee  last  year,  is 
enormous  extraction  of  bullion  to  India, 
the  last  year,  it  must  have  amounted 
900,0001.  at  the  least.  The  presidencic 
Fort  William  and  Fort  St.  George,  in  t 
estimate  of  resources  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  April  1804,  reckon  upon  I 
lion  expected  to  be  received  from  Ends 
as  part  of  their  ways  and  means  apphc 
to  current  services,  equal  to  640,0001. 
so  they  go  on.  You  have  a  military  wasl 
establishment  of  20,000  Europeans  in  Ii 
to  be  kept  up  by  a  perpetual  supply  of 
emits  from  Britsun ;  and,  in  aid  of  that 
other  cxpences,  there  is  and  must  be 
annual  remittance  of  specie.-  I  desire 
to  consider  whether  Blngland  can  sup 
these  i  erpetual  drains  of  men  and  treasi 
and,  if  she  could,  what  is  the  real  efJe< 
benefit  in  a  national  view,  of  holding 
Indian  dominion  on  such  terms  ?  The  n 
Lord  meets  all  questions  of  this  sort  ^ 
great  equanimity.  He  says  it  is  better 
noipy  to  send  out  money,  than  to  but 
it  in  India  at  the  high  interest  of  that  cc 
try.  If  that  were  all,  I  should  think  it 
little  worth  inquiring  which  of  the  two 
the  shortest  road  to  ruin ;  or  I  should  lea 
to  the  directors  to  settle  that  question  fo 
company.  •  But,  I  say,  you  do  both, 
specie  you  send  out  is  absorbed  in  cxpei 
and  the  govts,  abroad  go  on  as  usual,  d 
ing  heavy  bills  on  the  directors,  and  bon 
ing  on  the  spot  to  any  amount,  for  which  1 
ers  can  be  found.  Hitherto  it  has  been  ^ 
rally  understood  that  the  country,  wtic 
ceives  its  balance  from  another  in  specie,  1 
gainer  ;  and  that  which  pays  it  is  thelos< 
their  mutual  intercourse.  If  bullion  had 
imported  fiom  India  into  England, we  sh 
have  heard  another  story,  set  off  with  t 
fine  phrases. — I  shall  now.  Sir,  ta 
short  notice  of  sonic  particulars  in  die  1 
account,  and  then  proceed  to  m^  coi 
sion.  In  the  computation  of  the  comp 
stock,  the  apparent  balance  is  in  their  fa^ 
and  is  stated  at  5,675,379i»~-butbyan  < 
of  the  house  of  c(Mnmoni9  v^cn  I 
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sufficiently  explained  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  public  a  year  ago,  the  capital  sub- 
scribed by  the  proprietors,  and  actually 
received  by  the  corporation,  viz,  7,780,0001. 
is  omitted  on  the  debit  side,  where  it  should 
and  always  did  appear.  I  suppose  it  might 
have  excited  some  alarm,  or  at  least  some 
curiosity,  if  the  balance  on  the  face  ol 
the  account  had  been  left  on  the  wrong 
side.  In  the  opposite  credits,  which 
include  the  whole  of  what  the  noble 
lord  calls  the  company's  assets,  there  are 
some  very  important  and  other  very  ques- 
tionable items.  This  v^ord  assets  is  handy 
,and  convenient;  but  I  do  not  think  that, 
with  reference  to  these  accounts,  it  is  distinctly- 
understood  or  properly  applied.  In  a  testa- 
mentary sense,  in  which  it  is  most  commonly 
used,  it  signifies  a  sufficiency,  either  in 
cash,  or  in  property  convertible  into  cash, 
to  discharge  debts  and  legacies.  Any 
species  of  property,  which  does  not  possess 
that  quality,  does  not  properly  full  within 
the  description  of  assets.  Passive  credits  can- 
not fairly  be  opposed  to  active  debts.  With 
plenty  of  such  credits  on  his  books,  a  wealthy 
merchant  may  find  himself  a  bankrupt,  if 
he  has  no  other  means  to  satisfy  the  bills 
which  he  has  accepted.  In  this  view,  I  take 
it,  the  India  Company  are  not  much  the 
richer  .for  many  articles  in  their  quick  stocks 
in  India,  or  for  their  dead  stock  in  Leaden- 
hall-street.  But  leaving  this  enquiry  for  the 
present,  I  attach  myself  now  to  one  item 
only,  to  which  I  have  repeatedly  endeavoured 
to  draw  the  attention  of  parliament  with- 
out success.  It  comes  before  us  again  in 
a  more  questionable  shape,  but  with  some 
explanations  which  we  never  had  be- 
fore:  I  mean  the  sum  of  4,018,0001.  for 
which  this  account  takes  credit,  for  stores 
and  supplies  to  his  Majesty's  troops.  In  the 
last  year  this  demand  on  govt,  stood  at 
3,573, .33<^1.  One  million  was  paid  on  account, 
by  authority  of  parliament,  very  impro|)erly 
obtained,  as  I  conceive,  and  501,66b'l.  more 
for  interest,  without  any  authority  at  all ; 
and  all  this  upon  a  mere  claim  stated,  subject 
to  adjustment.  You  would  naturally  expect 
to  find  the  claim  diminished  by  1,300,0001. 
On  the  contrary,  it  stands  now  at  4,0 1 8 ,0001. 
and  we  arc  informed  by  a  memorandum, 
•*  that  the  Company's  claims  on  g:ovt.  for 
the  expences  of  the  army  sent  from  India  to 
Egypt  will  probably  amount  to  2,000,0001. 
more.  This  debt  is  certainly  a  thriving  plant, 
the  more  you  prune  it  the  faster  it  grows. 
Now  look  at  the  particulars.  Does  the  pub- 
lic know,  has  parliament  to  this  hour  ever 
heard,  that  government  owes  the  Company 
Vol.  II. 


3,130,5911.  for  the  capture  and  possession 
of  Ceylon;  1,023,9.931.  for  the  capture  and 
possession  of  French  and  Dutch  settlements 
on  the  peninsula;  563,0681.  for  intended 
expeditions  to  Mauritius  and  Manilla ;  and 
that,  on  the  capital  of  this  unadjusted  claim, 
the  public  is  paying  interest  at  4  per  cent,  as 
if  the  debt  hnd  been  finally  liquidated  and 
funded.  Of  the  Company's  right  to  the 
amount  of  their  demand,  1  say  nothing :  it 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  perfectly  well 
founded ;  but  1  think  it  cannot  be  disputed 
that  it  should  not  have  been  kept  out  of  sight 
for  so  many  years.  The  directors  themselves 
should  have  brought  it  before  parliament. 
The  whole  has  accrued  since  the  act  of  1 793. 
On  this  point  however  1  think  I  have  gained 
some  ground  since  last  year.  The  noble 
lord  has  come  round  to  my  opinion.  He 
thinks  that  the  claim  ought  to  be  examined, 
and  finally  adjusted  ;  and  he  informs  us  that 
commissioners  on  both  sides  have  been  aj)- 
pointed  for  that  purpose.  In  the  first  i>lace, 
I  never  heard  till  now  of  the  existence  of  such 
a  commission  ;  and  then  I  assert  that  a  de- 
mand of  such  importance  as  5,500,0001. 
ought  to  have  been  submitted  to  parliament 
in  the  first  instance,  and  investigated  by  a 
committee  of  this  house,  or  at  least  by 
commissioners  acting  under  parliamentarv 
authority.  The  noble  lord,  I  presume,  hiis 
examined  the  report  made  by  these  com- 
missioners, for  he  says  that  it  appears  that 
900,0001.  is  certainly  due  to  the  Company. 
If  that  be  all,  their  stock  account  takes 
credit  for  3,100,0001.  more  than  they  are 
worth.  But  suppose  this  had  been  the  state 
of  the  case  last  year,  when  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  moved  and  carried  a  re- 
solution to  pay  them  one  million  on  account 
Without  enquiry  here,  or  any  evidence  what- 
ever produced  to  the  house.  It  is  plain  that 
he  would  have  paid  them  10b,000!.  too 
much.  On  the  whole  of  these  transactions 
I  shall  content  myself  with  saying,  that  a 
very  different  prospect  was  held  out  to  the 
public  when  it  was  proposed  to  renew  the 
Company's  charter.  The  act  of  1793  was 
an  act  of  ostentation,  and  nothing  else.  Al- 
most all  the  great  objects,  which  it  professed 
to  provide  for,  have  failed.  Some  of  the 
principal  calculations,  for  which  unbounded 
personal  credit  was  taken,  have  not  merely 
failed,  but  are  reversed.  The  law  is  now  in 
effect  litde  more  than  a  dead  letter.  It  pro- 
mised to  secure  500,0001.  a  year  to  the 
public :— one  year  only  has  been  paid.  It 
promised  to  reduce  the  Indian  debt  from 
7  to  i!  millions,  steriing. — On  the  30th 
of  April,  1803,  this  debt  was  J;>Q,000,0001. 
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It  promised  to  reduce  the  bond  debt  in  Great  I  to  the  house  to  enquire,  through  the  medium 


Britain  to  1,500,OOOL — ^The  capital  of  their 
debt  at  home,  including  700,0001.  borrowed 
of  the  Bank,  amounted  to  2,544,5671.  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1304.   It  promised  to  ex- 
hibit a  surplus  **  to  be  reserved  and  retained 
by  the  Company  for  their  own  use,  and  ap- 
plied in  augmentation  of  the  dividends  on 
their  capitalstock ;"  and  finally  it  promised 
to  provide  a  fund  of  12,000,0001.  sterling, 
to  be  vested  in  the  stocks,  ••  as  a  guarantee 
fund  for  the  better  securing  to  the  India 
Company  their  capital  stock,  or  the  value 
thereof;'*  after  which  the  supposed  surplus, 
of  which  that  fund  was  to  be  formed,  was 
to  become  the  property  of  the  public' in  full 
right.     I  need  not  tell  you,  that  not  one 
shilling  has  ever  been  produced  to  make 
good  any  portion  of  these  three  last  pro- 
vision?.    Have  I  not  then  a  right  to  con- 
clude that,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Company's 
finances,' the  whole  measure  is  a  nullity, 
if  not  a  deception,  under  the  imposing  name 
and  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament.   .The 
noble  lord's  predecessor,  who  brought  in 
that  bill,  did  not  confine  his  hopes  within 
the  limits  even   of  that  flattering  prospect. 
In  his  letter  to  the  directors,  dated  the  30th 
of  June,  1 801 ,  he  states  an  opinion  in  which 
he  says  there  would  be  much  sound  policy, 
viz.  •'  that  it  would  be  wise,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  otler  Indian  powers,  to  have  always 
a  dep6t  of  treasure,  in  your  colfers  in  India, 
to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  millions, 
sterling,  to  meet  any  sudden  emergency,  and 
to  save  you  the  neccss'/ty  of  having  imme- 
.   diate  recourse  to  large  loans  '/'  On  the  wis- 
dom of  such   a  measure  we  may  debate 
hereafter ;  that  is,  if  any  of  us  live  to  see  the 
day,  when  the  supposed  deposit  of  treasure 
shall  exist  any  where  but  in  the  noble  lord's 
imagination.     There  is  not  a  glimpse  or  a 
shadow  of  it  within  our  present  Indian  ho- 
rizon.    Sir ;   1  do  not  me?.n  to  oppose  the 
passing  of  these  resolutions :  on  the  contrary, 
I  wish  to  see  them  recorded  on  the  Journals, 
in  order  that  the  substance  of  them,  with 
the  whole  state  of  our  Indian   acquisitions, 
and  of  the  Company's  afliiirs,  may  be  open 
to  a  fair  and  full  investigiuion  ;  not  in  a  little, 
annual,  wrangling  committee,  of  fifteen  or, 
twenty  members,  but  upon  a  scale  of  en- 
quiry commensurate  to  the  object,  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  dominion,   the   Company's 
safety,  and  the  important  national  interests 
connected  with  that  territory  and  that  trade. 
I  know  I  am  unequal  to  the  task  ;  but  if  it 
be  not  undertaken  by  others,  my  intention 
is  to  attempt  it  myself,  and  as  early  as  pos- 
sible in  the  next  session*    I  shall  propose  it 


of  special  committees, '  into  the  principal 
transactions  which  have  happened  in  India 
since  the  year  1782,  and  into  the  changes 
produced  by  those  events  in  the  general  state 
of  the  company's  affairs.  On  that  review 
of  the  whole  subject,  I  shall  call  on  pariiji- 
ment  to  determine  and  pronounce,  eithei 
that  they  adhere  to  the  fundamenfcd  prin- 
ciples of  policy,  justice,  and  honour,  laic 
down  by  their  own  solemn  resolutions  a 
that  time,  and  soon  after  adopted  by  th 
legislature ;  or  that  the  force  of  events  com 
pels  them  to  abandon  that  system,  andtose 
up  a  new  principle  for  the  future  govt,  c 
India.  It  is  not  prudent,  it  is  not  honoui 
able,  it  is  not  safe,  that,  in  the  managemei 
of  that  great  dominion,  all  your  principle: 
all  your  laws,  and  all  your  institutions  shoul 
appear  on  one  side,  arnl  all  your  practice  c 
the  other. 

Mr.  (  harles   Grant  said,  that  he  had  i 

objection  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  Ea 

India  company  however  minutely,  provid- 

that  such  an  examination  should  be  fair  at 

impartial,  and  unmarked  by  any  party  spir 

It  was  a  national  misfortune,  he  admitte 

that  the  affairs  of  India  were  so  little  kno\ 

and  so  httle  attended  to.     In  the  affair  oft 

company's  claim  on   government,    for  t 

actual  balance  of  which  they  took  credit 

the  present  computation  of  their  stock,  v 

4,018,0001.  he  thought  they  had  been  vi 

ill   used.     They  had  borrowed  in  India 

money,  with  whidi  they  had  supplied 

services  of  govt,  at  a  very  high  interest  se 

ral  years  ago ;    and  it  was  only  in  the 

year,  that  a  small  part  of  their  just  dem: 

had  been  allowed.     He  wondered    to  1 

a  gent.  iMr.  Francis,)  for  whose  abilities 

knowledge  he  had  long  entertained  the  hi 

est  respect,  complain  of  the  export   of  I 

lion   to  Indiaj  as  if  the  company    or 

nation  were  losefs,  or  at  all  afiectcd  by  s 

export.     Bullion  was  an  article  of  mercl 

dize  as  much  as  any  other  ;  and,  as  to  p 

or    loss,    it   made   no   sort  of    difFere 

whether  you  bought  bullion  by  the  sa 

broad  cloth  in  Europe,  or  wheflier  you 

the  broad  cloth  to  India,  to  purchase  bu 

which  you  wanted  there.     As  to  the  ( 

pany's  omission  of  their  capital  on  the 

side  of  their  stock  laid  before  the  bou; 

was  done  by  a  positive  order  of  the  hoi 

commons,  which  left  them  no  choice.  ' 

could  have  no  view  or  interest  to  ser* 

this  omission.     No  concealment   cou! 

intended,  nor  would  it  be  practicable. 

['thought  his  hon.  friend  had  not  done  j 

to  the  accuracy  of  the  accounts  anj 
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■  submitted  to  parliament  by  the  court  of 
directors  ;  the  communication  contained  in 
those  papers,  of  the  state  of  the  company's 
affair's,  was  full  and  unreserved,  us  far  as  the 
materials  in  their  possession  would  permit. 
Nothing,  he  was  confident,  was  intention- 
ally withheld.  Undoubtedly  all  estimates 
of  services  so  extensive,  so  remote,  and  so 
complicated,  were  liable  to  fail  in  some  par- 
ticulars ;  but  such  failures  were  always  fairly 
accounted  for.  Jn  the  annual  account  laid 
before  the  court  of  ^proprietors,  which  made 
It  as  public  as  possible,  the  amount  of  the 
cap  tal  invariably  appeared  as  a  debt  against 
the  company,  exactly  on  the  principle  main- 
tained by  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Francis) .  But 
in  effect,  it  made  no  difference  in  the  com- 
pany's situation,  whether  their  capital'was 
«tated  so^  or  not ;  because,  after  all,  the  debt 
was  only  due  from  the  company  to  itself,  and 
pever  could  be  demanded,  unless  the  corpo- 
ration were  to  be  dissolved  ;  and  even  then, 
it  would  come  last  in  order  of  payment, 
when  all  other  debts  were  satisfied.  The 
hen.  gent,  concluded  with  asserting,  fiom 
'his  own  knowledge,  that  the  company's 
jaffairs,  were,  on  the  whole,  much  better 
now,  than  in  1793  ;  and  that,  by  the  help 
of  a  sinking  fund  which  had  been  wisely 
established  abroad,  he  hoped  to  sec  them 
<rc  long  relieved  from  all  their  incumbrances, 
Mr.  Francis, — Sir ;  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
the  hon.  director,  with  the  deepest  sense  and 
the  sincerest  acknowledgment  of  his  perso- 
nal merit  and  uncommon  qualifications  for 
his  office,  that  I  revert  with  pleiisure  to 
former  times,  when  I  had  the  happiness  of 
possessing  his  friendehip,  and  that  having, 
as  I  trust,  recovered  it  now,  I  shall  never 
relinquish  my  claim  to  it.  In  reply  to  some 
of  my  hon.  friend's  observations,  I  shall  say 
but  a  few  words.  In  the  first  place,  I  ut- 
terly disclaim  the  idea  of  hostility  to  the 
India  company.  To  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment, I  am  their  true  friend  and  disinterested 
advocate  ;  but  not  by  encouraging  or  sub- 
mitting to  delusions,  which,  sooner  or  later, 
I  believe  must  be  their  ruin.  In  all  the 
transactions  of  India,  I  well  know  that  the ; 
-company  are  purely  passive.  They  have  no ' 
power  over  their  own  affairs,  because  they 
nave  no  comniand  over  those,  who  are  no- 
minally their  servants.  Between  the  go- 
vernors abroad,  and  the  board  of  control 
;at  home,  I  wish  to  hear  what  real,  effective 
authority  is  left  with  the  court  of  directors. 
With  regard  to  the  export  of  bullion,  my 
hon.  friend  asserts,  that  it  is  just  the  same 
thing,  whether  you  send  out  so  much  silver 
or  an  equal  vdue  in  British  manufactures ; 
or,  in  other  words,  whether  you  buy  the  silver, 


with  your  broad  cloth,  in  Europe  or  in 
India.  I  stute  his  proposition  as  I  understood 
him,  and  there  1  leave  it  for  the  present, 
observing  only,  that  far  other  promises  of 
new  markets  were  held  out  at  the  renewal 
of  the  charter.  As  to  the  company's  un- 
adjusted claim  on  government,  I  never  said 
that  it  was  ill-founded ;  for,  in  fact,  I  did 
not  know,  till  very  lately,  bow  it  arose, 
or  what  it  consisted  of.  But  I  did  and  do 
assert,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  examined 
and  liquidated,  and  the  balance  paid  or 
acknowledged  long  ago.  Is  it  a  thing  to 
be  defended  or  endured,  that  a  silent  debt 
should  have  been  suffered  to  grow  and  accu- 
mulate against  the  public  since  the  year  1794, 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  five  millions  and 
a  h  ilf,  besides  an  outstanding  demand  of 
two  millions  more  for  the  expedition  to 
Egypt,  and  that  the  subject  should  never 
have  been  regularly  brought  before  parlia- 
ment }  The  censure  follows  the  fact,  but  it 
does  not  fall  on  the  India  company.  My 
hon.  friend  says,  that  the  court  of  directors 
are  precluded  by  a  positive  order  of  the 
house  of  commons,  given  in  1794,  from 
inserting  the  amount  of  their  capital  on  the  ^ 
debit  side  of  their  stock  account.  I  know 
it.  The  directors  have  a  right  to  plead  the 
order.  But  how  is  it  possible  to  j  ustify  the 
order  itself?  My  hon.  friend  informs  the 
house  that,  although  the  capital  be  omitted 
in  the  account  laid  before  parliament,  it  is 
mvariably  inserted  in  the  public  account  laid 
before  the  court  of  proprietors.  If  so,  the 
two  accounts  of  the  same  projjerty  must 
exhibit  a  different  balance ;  and  all  that  I 
have  contended  for  so  long,  on  this  pointy 
is  admitted.  But  my  hon.  friend  has  deli- 
vered it  as  his  opinion  to  parliament,  that 
it  mudc  no  real  difference  whether  the  capital 
was  stated  or  omitted,  because  the  debt  was 
only  due  from  the  company  to  itself;  which, 
in  my  mindj  is  very  like  saying  that  it  is  no 
debt  at  all.  Here,  I  own,  I  differ  from  my 
hon.  friend,  though  with  great  distrust  of 
myself,  and  with  unaffected  deference  to 
his  superior  knowledge ;  and  first  I  ask  him 
whether  it  would  be  right  and  regular  in  a 
merchant,  computing  only  for  himself,  to 
credit  the  account  of  his  commercial  pro-i 
perty  with  the  produce  of  his  capital  laid  out 
m  ships  or  merchandize,  and  not  to  debit 
the  same  account  with  the  capital  so  laid 
out.  I  believe  it  is  even  usual  to  charge 
interest  on  the  capital,  in  order  to  shew  the 
final  profit  or  loss  accruing  from  the  use  of 
it.  On  this  question,  I  appeal  and  submit 
to  the  judgment  of  the  merchants  of  Eng- 
land, who  certainly  know  better  thtn  I  do, 
how  such  accounts  ought  to  be  kept.    As 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


999] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jvly  11,  IQO^.^Jdinutes. 


[1000 


to  the  proposition  now  stated,  diat  the  debt 
is  only  due  by  the  company  to  itself,  as  if 
the  company  were  an  individual  person,  I 
cannot  accede  to  it.  The  corporation,  and 
the  subscribers  or  proprietors  are  different 
persons.  One  of  them  borrows  ;  th^  other 
lends.  In  all  cases  the  debt  should  appear 
and  be  acknowledged.  1  believe  the  worthy 
directors  would  be  very  tender  of  telling  the 
proprietors,  the  widow,  and  the  or|>haQ, 
whose  fortunes  are  invested  in  the  stock, 
that  the  corporate  body  owed  them  nothing. 
Undoubtedly  they  are  ditl'cient  parties,  and 
accordingly  the  legislature  has  repeatedly 
interposed  in  the  management  of  tneir  do- 
mestic affairs  for  the  necessary  purpose  of 
protecting  one  of  them  against  the  other. 

Mr.  SoJmstont  threw  out  an  idca^that  the 
accounts  might  be  made  up  in  India  to  the 
31st  of  Oct.  in  place  of  the  30th  of  April, 
whereby  the  aff^rs  of  India  might  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  at  an 
earlier  period. 

Mr.  C  Grant  agreed  that  it  would  be 
desirable,  but  stated  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion, as  the  revenue  year  in  India  termi- 
nated on  the  30th  of  April. 

Mr.  Johnston  said,  this  was  not  the  case 
in  all  the  setdements,  though  it  was  in 
Bengal. — The  resolutions  were  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  house  having  resumed,  the  repprt 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow.— Adj. 


HOUSE    OF    LUKDS. 

Wednesday,  July  1 1 . 

[Minutes]. — Counsel  were  heard  re- 
specting the  writ  of  error,  T,  Harwood,  esq. 
V.  Sir  J.  H.  Astley,  bart.  M.  P.  viz.  Mr. 
Curwood,  for  the  plaintiff,  in  error;  and 
Mr.  Wilson  for  the  defendant. — The  Lord 
Chancellor  delivered  his  opinion  briefly  there- 
on to  their  lordships,  and  concluded,  by 
moving,  that  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below  be  affirmed,  with  lOOl.  costs. — The 
bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their 
^leveral  stages.  Among  these  the  Foreign 
Inlistment  bill,  and  the  London  Coal  Mar- 
ket bill,  were  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. 
The  Irish  Additioiial  Defence  bill  was  read 
a  2d  time ;  and  the  Kil warden  Family  Pen- 
sion bill,  and  the  Offenders'  Transmit  bill, 
respectively  went  through  committees  of  the 
whole  bo use.-^The  Irish  County  Peace,  the 
Irish  Malt  Duties,  the  Cotton  Manufacturers, 
and  other  bills,  were  brought  up  from  the 
Commons,  and  severally  read  a  first  time,— 
The  Com  Bounty  bill  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Lord  Walsiogham,  ordered  to  be  read  a 
2d  time  to-morrow,  and  the  lords  summoned 
thereon. — Mr,  Swinburne,  firom  the  com- 


missioners of  Westminster  Bridge,  presented 
certain  accounts  directed  to  be  laid  annually 
before  parliament,  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

(^VoTE  OF  Crfdit.] — Lord  Hawkesbury 
delivered  the  following  message  from  his 
majesty,  \'\i. — «*  G.  R.  His  majesty  firm- 
**  ly  relying  on  the  uniform  zejd  andaffec- 
"  tion  of  the  house  of  lords,  and  consider- 
**  ing  that  it  may  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
**  tance  to  provide  for  such  emergencies  as 
*'  may  arise,  recommends  it  to  their  lord- 
*'  ships  to  concur  in  enabling  him  to  take 
*•  all  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
'•  disappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprize,  or 
**  design  of  his  enemies,  that  the  exigencies 
'*  of  affairs  may  require." — The  message 
being  read. 

Lord  Hawkefihurtf  moved  a  corresponding 
address  to  his  majesty  on  the  occasion,  and 
assuring  him  of  the  cheerful  concurrence  of 
the  house,  &c.  ;  which  was  immediately 
voted  by  their  lordships,  and  ordered  to  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty  by  the  lords  with 
white  staves. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.] — Earl  Stanhope 
called  their  lordships'  attention  to  the  peti- 
tion which  he  had  yesterday  presented  against 
the  corn  bill ;  the  prayer  of  which  was,  that 
the  petitioner,  Mr  Chambers,  have  leave  to 
be  heard  by  himself  or  counsel ;  had  a  noble 
sec.  of  state  remained  in  the  house,  he  should 
now  have  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition be  complied  with  ;  but  that  not  being 
the  case^  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  that  effect  to-morrow. 

1'he  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  as  he 
understood,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  gent, 
who  petitioned  to  be  heard  by  himself,  it 
could  make  little  difference,  presuming  that 
the  gent,  was  fully  prepared,  whether  the  no- 
ble earl's  motion  was  made  thatdayorto-nwr- 
row.  However  the  bill  itself  being  one  not 
only  of  great  importance,  but  of  general 
regulation,  it  would  be  matter  of  serious 
consideration,  whether  an  individual  could 
be  regularly  heard  against  a  legislative  vatZf^ 
sure  of  the  kind. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Wednesday y  June  11. 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  Corry  moved  for  aa 
account  9f  the  public  prpportional  expendi- 
ture of  Ireland  for  the  year  1801,  and  for  a 
copy  of  the  letter  for  checking  the  same,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  army.  Granted,  and 
afterwards  presented  by  Mr.  Smith,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed;-^ A  7th  report  was 
presented  from  the  commissioners  of  naval 
inquiry.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
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printed.— On  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  permit 
the  exportation  oF  salt  from  the  Bahama 
islands,  &c.  in  American  shi[>s,  coming  in 
ballast.  The  Attorney  General  moved  for, 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
certain  ;»rovisions  in  the  defence  act  passed 
this  session,  as  far  as  related  to  the  purchase 
of  lands  and  hereditaments  for  the  public 
service. — On  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham, 
the  minutes  referred  to  in  the  evidence 
take  a  before  the  Middlesex  election  commit- 
tee, as  far  as  related  to  the  report  made  to 
the  house  on  Monday  last,  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — Mr.  Aid, 
Coombc  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter,  amend,  and  render  more  effectual  the 
additional  defence  act,  as  far  as  it  related  to 
the  city  of  London,  which  bill  he  after- 
wards brought  in.  It  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  time  to-morrow. 
—The  sheriffs  cf  London  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  &c. 
praying  for  the  aid  and  authority  of  parlia- 
ment to  enlarge  the  Poultry  Compter,  and 
to  remove  for  a  time  the  prisoners  now  de- 
tained in  this  prison.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. — ^The  free  port  bill 
was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — A  message 
from  the  lords  informed  the  house,  that  their 
lordships  bad  agreed  to  the  foreign  enrolment 
bill,  and  to  the  London  coal  market  bill. 

[Irish  Chancellorship  of  the  Exche- 
quer.]— Mr.  Foster  brought  up  the  bill  for 
"Warehousing  home-made  spirits  in  Ireland, 
intended  for  exportation,  and  for  regulating 
the  exportation  of  spirits  not  so  warehoused. 
On  the  motion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  first 
time, 

Mr.  Francis^  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
he  had  given  yesterday,  rose  and  spoke  as 
follows  :  Sir,  the  formal  question  before  the 
house  entitles  me  to  say  a  few  words  on  a 
subject  connected  with  the  business  of  the 
day,  and  which,  if  it  deserves  consideration, 
Ought  to  be  considered  now:  previously,  J 
mean,  to  our  going  into  any  discussion  of 
the  afFdirs  of  Ireland.  The  doubt  which  I 
wish  to  submit  to  the  house  has  no  personal 
relation  whatever  to  the  right  hon.gent.  (Mr. 
Foster),  to  whom  the  govt,  of  that  kingdom 
is  committed,  though  it  has  to  the  character 
and  situation  in  which  he  ap|>ear8.  Nothing 
can  be  farther  from  my  thoughts  than  to 
attach  any  blame,  or  to  throw  out  any  re- 
flections on  that  gent.  If  at  the  time  when 
a  change  was  made  in  this  branch  of  the 
administration,  it  coald  by  any  possibility 
have  depended  on  me  to  have  appointed  a 
successor  to  the  office  which  he  represents. 


his  name,  I  think,  would  hare  been  one  of 
the  first  that  would  have  occurred  to  me. 
My  question  is  not  founded  in  private  curio- 
sity, nor  will  he  receive  it,  I  hope,  as  any 
mark  of  disrespect  to  him ;  though  I  b^ 
lieve  there  are  many  persons  in  this  house 
besides  myself  who  naturally  wish  to  know 
tvhich  of  tnetwo  right  hon. gents. (Mr. Foster 
or  Mr.  Corry,)  is  the  true  Amphitryon  in 
this  drama.'  But  mine,  Sir,  is  a  parliamen- 
tary inquiry,  material,  as  I  think,  to  the 
regularity  and  safety  of  our  proceedings. 
The  right,  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster,)  executes 
the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of 
Ireland.  He  lays  before  us  the  official  do- 
cuments necessary  for  our  information,  and 
we  have  had  the  benefit  and  pleasure  of 
hearing  many  speeches  from  him  full  of 
official  information  on  the  business  of  that 
department.  How  the  house  has  been  en- 
lightened by  those  speeches,  I  need  not  say. 
On  ont  particular  point,.  I  mean  the  balances 
supposed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lectors, we  heard  a  variety  of  contradictory 
assertions,  but  the  question  is  by  no  means 
cleared  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  house.— ^ 
My  question  is,  by  vrhat  title  or  authority 
does  the  right  hon.  gent,  perform  the  func- 
tions of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of  Ire- 
land ?  If  he  does  not  hold  the  office,  oa 
what  ground  does  he  claim  or  expect  parlia- 
mentary credit  to  official  statements,  or 
assertions  made  by  him  in  that  character  ? 
The  house  does  not  permit  a  written  docu- 
ment of  any  kind,  particularly  in  matters  of 
account,  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  unless  it 
be  properly  an  official  account,  officially 
authenticated.  Gent,  may  remember  that, 
some  time  ago,  an  account  of  shipping  was 
delivered  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  in 
which  there  appeared  to  be  a  considerable' 
mistake  in  the  computation,  and  it  was  not 
signed.  That  account  was  consequently 
withdrawn,  and  another  presented,  in  which 
the  error  was  corrected,  and  that  2d  account 
was  signed.  Why  does  the  house  invariably 
observe  this  caution,  and  adhere  to  these 
forms  ?  First,  I  presume,  it  is  to  insure  the 
accuracy  of  the  documents  laid  before  them  ; 
and  2dly,  that  if  they  be  erroneous,  that 
there  may  be  somebody  answerable  for  the 
error,  and  liable  to  the  censure  of  the  house. 
The  case  which  is  now  in  our  view  is  new, 
and  as  far  as  I  can  find,  without  example ; 
consequently  the  reasoning  upon  it  cannot 
be  governed  by  precedent.  The  question, 
whether  the  practice  now  adopted  be  par- 
liamentary or  not,  can  only  be  determined 
by  a  reference  to  the  forms  and  principles  of 
our  proceedings  in  cases  similar^  or  equiva- 
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lent,  to  the  prcicnt.  Now,  Sir,  I  contend, 
that  ofBcisil  statements  made,  or  measures 
pfoposed  orally  in  this  house,  in  any  de- 
partment of  govt,  ought  to  be  authenticated 
l)y.  the  i>roper  oflk^r,  just  as  must  as  writ- 
ten docuiBcnts,  and  exacdy  for  the  same 
reason,  namely,  that  in  case  of  error,  we 
may  have  some  person  officially  answerable 
to  parhanwnt  for  having  misled  us.  Whether 
the  right  hon.  gent,  who  lately  held  the  office 
of  chancellor  of  the  Irish  exchequer,  (Mr. 
Corry,)  holds  it  now  or  not,  I  do  not 
know ;  but  I  do  know  with  certainty,  that 
thcrighthon.  gent,  on  the  other  side,  (Mr. 
Foster,)  has  not  accepted  that  place;  be- 
cavscy  if  be  had«  he  must  have  vacated  his 
•eat. in  this  house.  Now,  Sir,  allow  me  to 
cabmit  a  possible  case  to  your  consideration, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  my  argument, 
and  by  no  means  to  convey  or  insinuate  any 
idea  to  his  disadvantage.  I  have  no  wish 
that  the  management  of  Irish  aflUirs  should 
lie  taken  out  of  his  hands,  or  to  interrupt 
^m  in  the  duties  that  belong  to  it.  Suppose 
tke  right  hon.  gent,  or  any  other  in  a  similar 
ntuatk>D,  that  is,  perfonning  the  functions 
of  an  oiHce  of  which  another  is  in  possession, 
dioold  be  discovered  to  have,  wilfully  or 
%Dorantly,  misinforn^ed  the  house  in  some 
article  of  consequence,  and  led  us  thereby 
into  some  material  error,  I  ask.  Sir,  on 
whom  would  the  censure  of  the  hoiise  at-  ■ 
tacb,  and  what  would  be  onr  remedy  ?  The 
srcpresentative  of  the  office  might  say,  *'  I  am 
••  only  a  private  person.  The  information  1 
^  gave  the  house  ought  not  to  be  consi- 
•*  dered  s^s,  official;  and,  if  I.have  misled 
♦«  yon,  I  am  very  sorry  for  it."  If  you 
turned  to  the  pciacipal,  he  would  naturally 
tell  yon  that  he  had  not  misled  you,  because, 
though  he  continued  to  hold  the  office,  it 
was,  in  effect,  by  a  nominal  tenure  only ; 
and  that  he  had  not  exercised  the  functions 
of  it*  Here  then  there  might  be  a  breach  of 
^uty  commit«^ed,  and  nobody  to  answer  for 
it.  Whereas,  when  the  proper  officer  does 
the  business  of  the  office,  you  know  where 
your  censure  ought  to  attach  ;  and,  if  the 
case  of  misconduct  should  appear  to  require 
it,  you  might  address  the  king  to  remove 
the  party  offending.  The  practice  now 
pursued  does  not  leave  you  that  remedy,  or 
^y  other. — Sir,  I  declare  most  solemnly, 
that  I  attach  no  dishonourable  suspicion  to 
the  present  transaction.  I  consider  it  only 
as  a  dangerous  precedent,  inadvertently 
established,  and  liable  to  be  wilfully  abused 
hereafter.  There  is  one  consideration  more 
-which  may  deserve  attention^  and  with  that 


I  shall  conclude.  For  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  independence  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, the  law  provides,  that  members  o 
this  house  accepting  certain  places  of  profit 
under  govt,  shall  vacate  their  seats,  and  b< 
sent  back  to  their  constituents,  who  maj 
re-elect  or  reject  them.  But  if  it  be  one* 
admitted  that  one  man  may  hold  the  offic 
while  another  does  the  duty,  may  It  no 
happen,  that  by  collusion  between  the  par 
ties  the  intention  of  the  law  may  be  defeat 
ed?  They  may  tacitly  understand  on 
another  on  the  subject;  the  seat  is  no 
vacated,  and  two  persons  for  the  sam 
office  may  be  retained  in  the  service  of  govl 
without  its  appearing  that  the  profits  ai 
received  by  more  than  one  of  them.  I  noi 
submit  the  whole  case  to  the  wisdom  of  tb 
house,  who,  I  hope,  will  not  think  that 
have  troubled  them  on  this  occasion  withoi 
sufficient  reason. 

Mr.  Foster'  confessed  that  he  should  ha-' 
rather  felt  awkward  if  he  had  acted  as  i 
official  person  without,  at  the  same  tim 
holding  any  office;  but  his  conduct,  1 
argued,  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  ch 
ra<.  tcr  of  a  private  member  of  that  hous< 
and  he  could  not  help  regarding  the  condu 
of  the  ^ent.  wno  had  just  sat  down,  as  unco 
stitutiosnal  in  the  highest  degree.  Ifnoger 
had  aright  to  interfere  in  public  affairs  but  su 
as  were  in  office,  tlie  privileges  of  the  hou 
would  be  abridged  in  a  manner  that  wou 
operate  against  the  sj^irit  of  the  constitutic 
The  part  he  had  lately  acted  did  not  nec< 
sarily  imply  an  official  capacity.  He  b 
interfered  still  more  two  years  ago,  when 
had  moved  for  various  papers,  and  propo? 
several  public  measures,  and  when  noc 
jection  had  been  offisred  to  his  conduct.  J 
certainly  was  not,  he  said,  in  office;  b 
as  a  member  of  pai'liament,  he  conceit 
that  he  had  not  only  a  right,  but  that  it  \ 
his  duty  to  act  the  part  he  was. now  pursuii 
Ib  regard  to  the  responsibihty  that  had  be 
ajlyded  to,  he  conceived  it  repugnant  to  ev< 
principle  of  the  constitution,  and  as  hav 
a  tendency  to  check  freedom  of  debate, 
imagine  that  a  i>etition  could  be  presented 
his  Majesty  to  remove  any  gent,  from  of] 
for  what  he  might  say  in  that  house.  Si 
a  pedtion  could  only  be  presented  for  c 
duct  out  of  that  house,  as  the  respon^i 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  could 
late  only  to  his  office  out  of  that  house,  ; 
not  to  his  conduct  in  it.  Had  he  acted, 
said,  in  any  instance^  as  chancellor  of 
exchequer  out  of  the  house,  there  mic 
pexbaps^  have  been  6oaie  room  for  the  ; 
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mad  versions  of  the  hon.  member;  but  any 
such  conduct,  or  any  such  possible  con- 
struction of  conduct^  he  positively  depied. 
He  concluded  with  expressing  a  hope,  that 
the  hon.  gent,  would  see  the  propriety  of 
here  dropping  the  matter,  as  the  discussion 
could  \&dd  to  no  beneficial  object;  and 
begged  that  the  hon.  gent,  would  not  per- 
sist in  pushing  him  into  an  office  which  he 
was  not  eager  to  enter  upon. 

Mr,  Windham  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
^ith  the  explanation  given   by  the  right 
hon.  gent.     There  seemed  to  be  a  total 
mistake,  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  as  to  the  objections  urged  by  his 
hon.  friend.     It  was  never  supposed   that 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  to  be- 
come the  subject  of  a  representation  to  the 
crown,  or  to  be  made  cognizable  by  any  tri- 
bunal other  than  that  of  the  house  itself. 
What  was  the  idea  then  of  any  breach  of 
privilege,  or  of  any  thing  unconstitutional 
in  the  present  proceeding?  It  was   surely 
not  unconstitutional,  or  inconsistent  with 
privilege,  for  the  house  to  take  cognizance 
of  its  own  proceedings.     With  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  objection,  nobody  had 
ev<3r  maintained,  that  what  had  been  done 
was  illegal,  or  contrary  even,  so  far  as  the 
letter  was  concerned,  to  any  order  or  re- 
gulation of  the  house.     Upon  the  point  of ; 
right,  the  hon.  gent,  was  impregnable ;  but 
there,  let  it  be  recollected,  he  had  never 
been  attacked.     It  was  admitted,  that  he 
had  the  law  on  his  side :  tl>e  question  was, 
whether  he  had  propriety  and  usage  on  his 
tide :  and,  on  that  point,  there  was  some- 
thing more  than  a  doubt,  tliere  was  next 
to  a  certainty  that  he  had  not. — In  whose 
memory  had  it  ever  happened,  that  the 
business  of  any  of  the   principal  depart- 
ments of  govt,  had  been  carried  on  by  one 
person,  while  the  office  had   beten  really 
held  by  another  ?  What  a  confusion  would 
such    a  course   of  proceeding   introduce, 
'  even  in  the  forms  which  he  (the  Speaker) 
would  have  to  observe  !  It  was  lucky  that 
the  same  practice  did  not  subsist  with  re- 
spect to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  Ireland  as  did  in  the  case  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  this  country, 
nameiy,  that  of  addressing  him  by  his  offi- 
cial title,  as  the  Speaker  might  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  know,  which  of  the  two  hon. 
gent,  he  ought  so  to  address.     The  confu- 
sion in  the  conduct  of  business,  and  in 
what  was  necessary  for  the   guidance  of 


pected  that  all  official  statements  should 
be  made  to  it  by  those  who  possessed  the 
means  of  official  kiformation.     This  ex- 
pectation was,  he  observed,  founded  upoo 
practice,   and  that  practice  upon  princi- 
ple.    If  a  member  not  holding  the  offi- 
cial situation,    was  to  give  to  the  house 
information  that  was  incorrect,  he  might 
plead   for  his  incorrectness  the   want  of   . 
having   been  duly  informed  himself:  but 
not   so,  ^  the   person    who  actually    filled 
tlie  office.     His  misstatements  must  either 
be  wilful,  or  the  result  of   ignorance  for 
which  he  was  responsible.    The  house  had 
therefore  something  to  trust  to,  and   was 
not  left   without   security   or  remedy  ou 
points  which  it  could  not  know  of  itself 
and  on  which  nevertheless  it  weis  necessary 
that  it  should  judge  and  act. — If  these  were 
the  "objections  on  one  side,  let  it  be  seen  how 
that  matter  stood  in  anotlier  view,  .  The 
law  required  that  every  member  who  ac- 
cepted H  situation  to  be  held  during  plea- 
sure, should  be  sent  back  to  his  constitu- 
ents, to  know  whether  they  were  willing  ia 
the  new  circumstances   to  confirm  tlieir 
former  choice.     It  could  hardly  be   said^ 
that  a  person  in  expectation  of  an  office, 
was  less  dependant  on  the  crown  than  o»e 
in  actual  j>ossession,  even  though  remov- 
able at  pleasure.     However  easy  the  ope-» 
ration  of  t*irning  out  might  be,  it  could 
not  be  easier  than  to  refuse  originally  to 
appoint.     But  it  would  be  said,  and  said 
truly,  that  though  we   knew,   and  could 
take  cognizance,  of  those  who  held  offices, 
we  could  not  be  equally  cert(»n  of  those 
who    were    only  expectants.       The    list 
might  be  very  large,  yet  the   »ames  not 
easily   ascertained.      But,    even   this  ob- 
jection did  not  apply  in  the  present  case« 
The  question  here  was  not  of   a  persoo 
generally  supposed   to   have   views   upoa 
an    office;    but    of   one   actually    exer- 
cising its    functions;    of    a    person    <fc- 
sigiiatifs^  who  gave   a  pretty  good  proof 
both  of  what  he  himself  wished,  and  of 
what  otheis   intended  for  him,  when  he  ' 
was  willing,  and  was  allo\^ed,  to  discharge 
duties  which  few  were  found  ready  to  under* 
take  for  nothing,    and  which  otliers  did 
not  usually  consent  to  leave  to  them,  if  it 
had  not  been  previously  agreed  that  tbej 
were  to  fill  certain  situations.     A  person 
so  circumstanced,  not  only  came  within 
the  scope  and  meaning  of  the  law;  as  was 
in  truth  the  case  with  itiaiiy  of  whom  it 


the   house,    was  equally  real,    and  much  I  was  not  possible  to  take  notice ;  but  pre 
more  important.    The  house  naturally  ex- I  sen  ted  a  distinct  and  sensible  object,  ou 
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which  the  rules  of  the  house  might  be 
made  to  operate,  even  if  the  law  did  not. 
Under  the  law,  as  it  stood,   the  seat  of 
the  bon.  gent.was  perhaps  uot  vacated  ;  be- 
cause the  letter  of  statutes  must  in  these 
cases  be  pursued;  but  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  the  seat  ought  to  be  va- 
cated, and  to  that  spirit  the  house  migi;t 
give  effect  by  only  determining  to  discoun- 
tenance a  practice,  which,  with  nothing  to 
recommend  it,  bad  obviously   much   that 
might  be  objected  to  it.     In  such  circum- 
stances  could  the  house  hesitate  ?  Was  it 
for  the  house  to  shew  an  indifference  about 
a  law  which  was  meant  to  support  its  own 
purity ;  or  could  it  be  thought  consistent 
with  the  spirit  of  that  law,   that  a  person 
exercising  all  the  functions,  and  with  them 
all  the  powers  of  a  high  office,  confessing 
his  own  wishes,    and   manifesting  in  the 
clearest  manner   his  connection  with  the 
servants  of  the  crown,  should  yet  continue 
to  act  and  vote,  merely  because  the  act  of 
bis  appointment  was  not  yet  delivered  to 
him,  and  that  he  had  not  touched  as  yet 
the  first  quarter  of  his  salary  ?  If  this  were 
allowed,  the  law  on  which  many  were  dis- 
posed to  lay  so  much  stress,  on  which  it 
became  the  house  at  least  to  feel  so  much 
delicacy,  might  soon,   with   a  little  ma- 
nagement, be  made  a  mere  name.     These 
were  the  real  and  solid  objections  to  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued.   But,  were 
all  these  out  of  the  question,  the  very  no- 
velty of  the  proceeding  must  be  thought 
objection  sufficient,  combined,   as  it  must 
be,  with  numerous  suspicions  and  conjec- 
tures which  could  not  fail  to  arise  out  of 
it.    ^VVhen  was  so  extraordinary  a  phaeno- 
menon  ever   seen  before  in  the  political 
sky,  as  that  of  two  suns  shining  at  once  in 
the  same  sphere — two  chancellors  of  the 
exchequer  acting  at  the  same  time  for  the 
same    kingdom  ?     In    smaller   concerns, 
indeed,     the    case    was    common.       We 
were   accustomed  to   firms  and   partner- 
ships, and  an  aQting  partner  and  a  sleep- 
ing partner ;  but  an  acting  and  a  sleeping 
chancellor  of  the   exchequer,  was  some- 
thing not  yet  familiar  to  us.     It  was  not 
customar}',    at   least  in  the  case   of  the 
present  office,    for  the   great  officers   of 
state  to  ^appear  in   pairs.      The    nature 
of  the   office  did   not  seem  to  admit  of 
it.     A   chancellorship  of   the  exchequer 
with  two  heads,  was  as  monstrous  a  pro- 
duction as  a  cow  with   two  heads,    and 
would  as  much  embarrass  the  naturalists 
to  explain  the  manner  in  which  the  func- 


tions were  to  be  performed.  It  happened 
he  supposed,  as  in  most  of  these  case< 
that  only  one  of  the  mouths  eat;  and  h 
should  be  curious  to  know  which  of  th 
two  it  was ;  whether  the  same  that  they  ha 
oftenest  heard  of  late,,  or  the  other?  Fc 
here  anew  prodigy  occurred,  not  onlveac 
of  the  mouths  bpuke,  but  what  was  moi 
extraordinary,  spoke  a  different  languagi 
Instead  of  connexion  ur  sympathy,  the  tw 
heads  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  the  mo 
adverse  spirit,  and  to  be  nothing  less  th« 
butting  agamst  each  other.  In  thb  stat 
how  was  the  house  to  distmguish  ?  '1 
which  of  the  two  were  they  to  resort  for  i 
struction  ?  Which  was  that  whose  lowin 
they  were  to  listen  to,  as  conveying  tl 
true  oraoie?  It  was  impossible  for  t 
house  to  sit  down  contented  in  such  a  sta 
of  things.  They  ought  by  their  disapprob 
tion  to  force  matters  back  into  their  regui 
course,  and  not  to  suffer  the  usages  ot  pt 
liament  to  be  set  at  nought,  the  law  of  t 
land  to  be  eluded,  the  course  of  busing 
to  be  disturbed,  and  themselves  placed 
a  ridiculous  and  embarrassing  situatic 
merely  to  answer  the  purpose  of  iudi 
dual,  or  perhaps,  ministerial  conveniem 
and  which,  howevi;r  innocent  it  might 
in  the  present,  might,  in  other  instanc 
not  happen  to  be  of  the  sort  most  entitl 
to  consideration.  He  thought  the  hox 
was  not  a  little  indebted  to  his  h< 
friend  for  having  brought  this  matter  1 
fore  them. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtter  sa 
much  entertainment  had  been  introdu< 
upon  a  dull  point,  while  scarcely  any  th 
was  said  to  the  question  before  thehou 
which  merely  regarded  the  warehous 
of  home-made  spirits  in  Ireland, 
could  see  very  little  danger  in  the  pre 
dent  from  which  so  much  mischief  was 
prchended,  for  the  example  could  not 
very  contagious  of  those  who  undertook 
labours  of  office  without  the  emoluoiei 
which  was  the  case  of  his  right  hon.  frie 
Neither  had  his  right  hon.  friend  proceet 
to  origiiiate  any  one  measure  which  it  ' 
not  equally  competent  for  any  other  m« 
ber  of  the  house  to  have  undertaken, 
was  therefore  at  a  loss  to  see  how  any 
had  been  violated;  and  until  the  time  a 
when  he  could  receive  the  emolument 
office,  and  fully  enter  on  the  discharg 
all  its  duties,  he  did  not  feel  that  bis  t 
hon.  friend  was  ilMl^ti^  iri^^«  |utti 
The  whole     ^  ""  ^ 

ceived  to  be 
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'  Mr.  Sheridan  was  convinced,  that  if  the 
conversation  had  been  altogether  irregu- 
lar, the  speaker  would  not  have  permitted 
it  to  go  so  Ikr ;  the  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  been  a  humor- 
ous one,  but  really  the  situati(m  of  the 
two  Irish  chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  was 
ridiculous,  and  at  least  the  country  tnighi 
get  rid' of  the  incumbrance  ot  the  one  who 
did  nothing ;  the  acting  partner  came  down 
to  the  house  and  denounced  his  sleeping 
partner,   for  balances  in  the    collector's 
hands,  and  at  length  the  sleeping  partner 
was  obliged   to  come  and  defend  himself. 
The  thing  was  something  like  Caliban  in 
the  play,  that  had  two  mouths,  and  Trin- 
culo  remarked,  '*  if  I  could  but  bring  this 
island  monster  into  England,  I  should  make 
a  fortune  by  shewing  him."     He  wished  to 
know  of  the  partnership  which  was  the 
real  Simon  Pure  ?  When  men  hold  osten- 
sible situations,  such  as  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite to  him  (Lord  Castlereagh),   who, 
witli  his  predecessor  in  that  office,   had 
been   deceiving  us   for  fifteen  years  with 
flourishing  accounts  of  the  state  of  India, 
we  may  believe  more  or  less,  as  much  as 
we  can  of  their  statements,    because  we 
know  that  they  have  official  means  of  in- 
formation,   but   when  a  member   speaks 
officially,  without  even  pretending  to  offi- 
cial information,  the  case  was  very  ditVerent. 
Mr   Canning  said,  that  in  point  of  fact, 
his  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Fos- 
ter) had  npt  made  any  motion  without  in- 
forming the  house  that  he  held  no  official 
situation.     He  had  owned,  in  every  mea- 
sure he  had  proposed,  that  he  had  got  no 
official  communication.  This  he  had  done  in 
order  that  the  house  might  canvass  the  mat- 
ter with  greater  attention.  So  far,  therefore, 
the  bouse  had  the  evil  in  their  own  power.. 
He  asked  if  it  was  to  be  imputed  to  the 
right,  hon.  gent,  as  a  crime,  that,  by  a  pre- 
vious   dischatge   of  any    office,    he    had 
proved  to  his  constituents  his  fitness  and 
ability  fully  to  execute  its  duties,  whenever 
they  were  officially  and  formally  imposed 
upon  him. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  that  this  discussion 
wQis  materia),  because  it  had  arisen  out  of 
a  measure,  against  which  gent,  might  be 
induced  to  vote,  if  it  should  appear  that 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster)  had  no 
better  information  upon  the  business  in 
question  than  other  hon.  members.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  an  anomalous  and 
a  new  situation,  and  it  was  exceedingly 
proper  that  some  notice  should  be  taken 
Vox..iI. 


of  it,  so  as  to  draw  forth  the  censure  of 
parliament. 

Mr,  Francisy  in  explanation,  said;  Sir, 
I  did  never  assert  that,  summo  jure,  any. 
individual  might  not  do  all  the  acts  done 
by  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster.) 
My  objection  was  founded  on  the  usage  of 
parliament,  the  inconvenience  of  such  a 
proceeding,  the  danger  of  the  precedent, 
and  the  abuses  to  which  it  was  liable ; 
and  to  all  this  it  is  thought  quite  suffi- 
cient to  answer,  that  any  member  has  a 
strict  right  to  act  in  this  manner  if  he 
thinks  fit. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  said,  that  when  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Fos- 
ter) brought  forward  the  Irish  budget,  he 
(Mr.  Kinnaird)  had  considered  all  the  va- 
rious statements  therein  as  proceeding 
from  official  information.  Had  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  otherwise,  he  would  have 
refused  his  consent.  His  Majesty  and  the 
country  were  badly  served,  and  Ireland, 
was  left  in  a  disgraceful  situation.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  was  in  the  situation  of  a 
person  who  had  purchased  an  estate,  the 
titles  to  which  were  not  compleated. 
There  was  a  miserable  evasion  somewhere. 
This  question  would  have  a  very  useful 
tendency,  as  it  would  lead  to  shew  whom 
we  were  to  look  to  for  responsibility,  in 
regard  to  these  matters.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presumed 
himself  responsible  for  the  aflfairs  of  this 
country.  As  to  the  monster  with  two  . 
heads,  he  dared  to  say  that  the  print- 
shops  would  soon  take  care  to  caricature 
it  in  the  manner  it  deserved. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  wished  to  know 
if  the  right  hon.  gent,  or  any  other  was 
responsible  ;  for  if  there  was  none  of  this 
description,  then  the  crown  wanted  an 
official  person  in  the  house,  and  the  house 
had  none  to  rely  on  for  necessary  infor- 
mation that  might  occur. 

Col.  Hutchinson  complained  also  of  the 
equivocal  character  of  the  right  hon* 
gent,  who  seemed  at  present  to  transact 
the  Irish  business. — ^The  bill  was  then  read 
a  1st  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d 
time  to-morrow. 

[Irish  Treasury  Bills  Bill.] — Mr. 
Foster  brought  up  a  bill  for  raising 
800,0001.  by  treasury  biHs  for  the  service 
of  Ireland.  On  the  motion  that  it  be 
read  a  1st  time, 

Mr.  Johnstone  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
observing,  that  it  had  been  allowed  that 
the  question  that  had  just  been  agitated 
3S 
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would  have  been  regular,  bad  the  right 
hou.  gent,  acted  as  Chancellor  out  of  the 
house.  But  he  recollected,  that  in  answer 
to  a  question  respecting  the  issue  of  Exche- 
quer bills,  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster) 
had  formerly  stated  that  arraiigements  had 
been  taken  to  provide  that  none  of  these 
bills  should  be  issued,  and  that  those  ar- 
rangements would  be  followed  up.  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  have  an  answer,  if 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  those 
engagements  would  be  kept,  on  the  auiho* 
rity  of  the  late  Chancellor  (Mr.  Corry),  or 
bis  own  ? 

Mr.  Foster  answered,  that  what  he  had 
said  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  was  only 
that  he  had  understood  that  some  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  in  Ireland  to  that 
effect.  If  the  hon.  gent,  wished  to  have  a 
serious  answer,  he  would  say,  that  he  had 
no  authority  to  make  any  such  statement. 
—The  bill  was  then  read  a  1st  time. 

[Irish  Customs  and  Excise  REGUr 
LATioN  Bill] — Mr.  Foster  presented  a 
bill  for  better  regulating  the  Customs  and 
Excise  in  Ireland,  and  to  prevent  fraud 
therein. 

Mr.  fSheridarif  in  consequence  of  what 
fell  in  the  last  conversation  from  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, asked  him,  whether  he  had, '  in  his 
individual  capacity,  undertaken  to  assure 
the  Bank  Of  Ireland,  that  the  govt,  of  this 
country  would  make  good  the  800,0001. 
for  the  vote  of  credit  ? 

Mr.  Foster,  — Sir ;  I  remember  when  I 
was  Speaker  in  the  Irish  parliament,  there 
was  on«  night  a  great  number  of  questions 
asked  about  finance,  when  the  Chancellor 
of  th€i  Exchequer  was  not  in  his  place : 
the  answer  that  was  given  at  last  was  this ; 
if  you  will  have  the  patience  to  wait  till 
the  gent,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  answering 
these  questions  comes  in,  you  will  proba- 
bly receive  an  answer.  This  is  precisely  the 
answer  I  shall  give  on  tlie  present  occasion. 

I^Id  Sh^'idan  thought  this  was  making 
bad  >yorse ;  it  \\'as  something  strange  for  a, 
member  of  that  house  to  say,  when  he 
w:as  asked  a  qUjeation,  **  Wait  till  I  get 
into  office,  and  then  I'll  answer  you." 

Mr.  Johnstone  also  put  some  q^uestions 
to  Mr.  Foster  abowt  the  same  arrange- 
ment; when  the  latter  replied  tliere  was 
no  such  arrangement;. — ^The  bill  was.  then 
rea<l  a  1st  time. 

[Loyalty  LoAW.J-^Mr.  Alexander 
bfought  up  the  repQrt  on  the  Ipyahy  loan, 
w>ich  being  read,' 
"  Mr.  Addvi^ton  observed,  that,  beip^  un- 


avoidably absent  from  bis  attendance  when 
the  late  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub* 
iect,  he  did  not  wish  now  to  detain  th« 
bouse  longer  than  to  do  what  be  now  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty,  namely,  to  reassert  hb  for* 
mer  opinions,  that  the  holders  of  stock  in 
that  loan  were  not  entitled  to  pay- 
ment before  April,  1806;  a  m^ority  of 
the  house  had  so  decided  upon  a  former 
night ;  and  relying,  as  be  dul,  upon  the 
opinions  of  the  first  law  authorities  in  the 
land,  he  was  still  of  the  .saoie  opinion.— <- 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 

rSxAMP  DuTiKS  Bill.] — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  oa 
the  stamp  duties  bUl, 

Mr.  6'ifnc/r/«  said,  he  would  not  object 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chanr,  but  he 
wished  that  the  committee  should  have 
power  to  divide  the  bill.  He  had  still  to 
object,  that  the  old  duties  were  not  stated 
in  the  schedule,  together  with  the  new 
items  of  the  same  description^  Without 
such  a  view,  it  was  impossible  to  ascertaia 
either  the  object  or  the  effect  of  every  dis^ 
tinct  increase,  or  the  amount  of  the  whole* 
This  duty  was  estimated  at  8QO,00pU  by 
the  late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in- 
cluding an  ad  valorem  stamp  on. Convey- 
ances, which  would  yield  300,0(J0l^  Tbi% 
stamp  was  omitted  by  the  prasent  chai\cel-> 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  who  yet  took  c^dit 
for  a  produce  of  750,00()1.  The  worst 
effect  of  this  tax  would  be,  that  the  courta. 
of  justice  would  be  less  accessible  in  con- 
sequence of  it.  The  right  hon.  gent,  said, 
he  found  this  measure  already  in  existence^^ 
he  bad  Qot  instituted  it.  This  was  entirely 
a  question  of  degree,  and  when  degree 
was  lost  sight  of  in  such  things,  there  was 
no  longer  any  equitable  principle.  There 
were  several  species  of  taxation  which 
might  be  increased  in  any  degree  vrithout 
any  mischief,  such  as  game  licences,  taxes 
on  spirits,  and  several  others;  but  y^ien 
the  govt,  looked  towards  the  adminWtra- 
ticm  of  ji^istice  with  a  greedy  eye,  the  adn 
ministration  of  justice  must  be  aiE^ted. 
If  we  wei'e  told  tl)a,t  no  man  should  pursne 
a  suit  at  law  without  a  licence  of  tba  ex- 
pence  of  5  per  cept.  every  one  wonld  say^ 
that  such  a  tax  would  be  shocking  in  any 
country,  but  intolerable  in  this;  but  ha 
saw  no.  diilerence  between  sucb  a  licence 
an)d  the  necessity  of  using  stamps  to  that 
amount.  It  wa^  on  this,  ground,  that  be 
was^ always  an  enemy  to  the  sitanip  duty  on. 
newspapers^  for  thoug)i»  it  wftfc  oenlewtttl 
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^at  the  liberty  of  the  pftiss  xvould  not  be 
affected,  if  the  duty  was  carried  to  an  ex- 
treme it  would  be  ruinous.  On  this  prin- 
ciple it  hod  been  said  by  one  of  the  most 
acute  men  of  this  country,  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  and  the  obsef  vation  was  worthy  of 
note,  "  the  coul^ts  of  justice  are  open  to 
every  man  in  this  country,  and  so  is  the 
London  Tavern  ;  but  if  one  ca»ftot  afford 
the  expence,  it  is  as  useless  for  him  to 
look  for  justice  in  the  one  as  for  the  means 
of  satisfying  his  hunger  in  the  other."  Of 
the  whole  sum  of  750,OOOl.  to  be  raised  by 
the  increase  of  stamp  duties,  500,0001. 
would  be  on  law  proceedings.  In  the 
chancery  proceeding  the  addition  would  be 
25  per  cent.  If  a  man  could  not  defend 
his  right  without  a  licence,  or  what 
amounted  to  it,  this  was  virtually  selling 
justice.  It  was  a  breach  of  the  prin#ple  of 
Magna  Charta,  nulii  venderr  justiciam,  by 
which  equal  justice  was  tohAve  been  se- 
cured to  the  rich  and  "^he  poor.  '  This  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  imposition  on 
those  who  were  not  allowed  to  remove 
their  puits  out  of  the  county  court  to  the 
king's  court,  without  paying  the  crown  for 
the  privilege.  The  money  levied  by  the 
govt,  for  these  stamps  would  be  exactly  si- 
milar to  that  exacted  by  the  crown  in  the 
former  instance,  and  prohibited  by  Magna 
Charta.  The  poorer  classes  would  be  en- 
tirely excluded  from  the  court  by  the  vast 
expences  superadded  to  the  process.  It 
might  be  contended,  that  it  was  a  good 
thing  to  discourage  litigation ;  he  allowed 
it  was,  but  it  should  not  be  preventeS  by 
extreme  expence  in  the  course  of  justice, 
which  would  equally  repress  the  pursuit  of 
right  and  the  spirit  of  contention.  He 
condemned  the  annual  licences  required 
for  attorntes,  as  illegal  and  oppressive; 
there  were  good  and  bad  in  all  professions, 
and  why  should  that  be  selected  for  this 
burden  ;  why  might  it  not  as  "well  be  laid 
on  physicians  and  merchants  ?  He  allowed 
that  the  lOOL  stamp  on  the  indenture  was 
very  proper,  as  it  was  a  security  of  some 
property  or  connection  in  the  person.  He 
condemned  the  increase  of  duty  on  the 
policies  for  life  insurance ;  persons  sacri- 
ficing a  part  of  their  present  income  to  se- 
cure a  provision  to  their  surviving  rela- 
tives, should  not  be  so  burdened.  He 
vm&  the  more  surprised  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  imposed  this' burden,  a^  in  his  oWh 
iticokxie  tax,  he  albwed  the  sums  paid  for 
life  insurance^  to  be  deductlid  from  the  in- 
^taiei  He  cpDcluded  with  moviiig;  ''that 


the  committee  be  instructed  that  they  had 
pow^r  to  divide  the  bill  into  two  bills." 

The  Ckancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
that  the  most  proper  place  for  the  discus- 
sion of  particular  clauses  would  be  in  the 
committee,  and  therefore  he  would  de- 
cline going  into  them  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  bill.  But  if  the  hon.  gent,  who  had 
been  at  the  trouble  to  ditact  his  attention  to 
the  papers  on  the  table,  had  given  any  part 
of  that  attention  to  the  schedule  itself,  which 
had  been  so  filled  with  anxiety  for  a  week 
past,  about  the  examination  of  the  paper,  he 
would  not  have  fallen  into  such  egregious 
misconceptions  of  its  contents.  Indeed, 
he  himself  felt  some  regret  that  the  paper 
had  not  been  printed,  because,,  in  that 
case,  the  hon.  gent,  might  have  found  some 
friend  to  read  it  for  him,  and  prevent  him 
falling  into  the  egregious  error  of  estimat- 
ing at  500,0001.  the  tax  on  conveyances^ 
which,  in  the  former  schedule  was  esti- 
mated only  at  6*0,0001.  The  discussion 
of  this  day,  he  observed,  opened  on  a  ^;ery 
different  ground  from  that  whidh  had  been 
taken  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill  on  a 
former  night.  They  had  attacked  the  bill 
on  the  principle  that  it  would  act  most 
oppressively  on  that  profession  of  w^jich  he 
had  the  honour  once  to  be  a  member,  and 
to  whose  interests  certainly  he  could  not 
wish  to  offer  any  injury ;  but  he  could  now 
say,  that  in  the  conversation  he  had  held 
with  certain  members  of  that  profession, 
they  seemed  to  have  very  different  feelingf' 
from  those  professed  for  them  by  their  ad- 
vocates in  that  house ;  and  though  each  in- 
dividual might  not  exactly  approve  all  the 
items  of  increase  in  the  schedule,  yet,  in 
general,  they  were  acceded  to  as  circum- 
stances called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times. — ^With  respect  to  the  very  enormous 
increase  that  was  stated  by  a  learned  and 
hon.  member  (Dr.  Laurence),  to  accrue 
under  this  schedule,  upon  proceedings  in 
the  civil  courts,  it  was  an  effect  certainly 
not  intended;  biit  arose  out  of  a  misconcep- 
tion in  wording  the  schedule,  and  not  pre- 
cisely considering  the  number  of  lines  anJ 
words  which  constitute  a  folio  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  courts:  and  if  the  tax 
were  to  attach,  in  the  manner  expressed 
in  the  schedule,  upon  those  who  sought 
the  luxury  of  prosecuting,  suits  in  those 
courts^  it  certainly  would,  like  most  luxu- 
ries, be  pretty  miich  enhanced  by  the  ex- 
cess of  expence :  for,  upon  enquiry,  it  ap** 
peared,  that  in  some  cases,  it  was  neces- 
safy  to  b^4^1i  a  suit  in  ode  gf  those  courts 
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by  a  statement  occupying  400  pages,  as 
preliminary  to  the  commencement  of  any 
actual  proceedings.  It  ^was,  however,  an 
error  he  would  own,  and,  fortunately,  one 
of  a  nature  not  very  likely  to  escape  de. 
tection ;  for,  in  fact,  the  only  increase  in- 
tended to  be  made,  was  a  general  propor- 
tion of  one-third  upon  the  rates  in  gene- 
ral. Now,  as  to  tlie  objection  against  the 
principle  of  taxing  law  proceedings,  gent, 
would  recollect  that  it  was  one  of  no  very 
modern  adoption,  but  commenced  in  the 
reij^u  of  King  William,  a  period  of  our 
hibtory  not  very  favourable  to  unconstitu* 
tional  measures  and  since  taken  up  and 
adopted  by  successive  parliaments ;  and  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  law  proceed uigs 
Mere  not  as  fairly  objects  of  taxation,  as 
other  transactions  of  intercourse  between 
men  in  society-  With  respect  to  the  plea 
of  injury  to  the  poor,  it  was  the  peculiar 
characteristic  of  our  constitution,  to  assign 
a  mode  to  them  of  seeking  justice  infonna 
pauperis.  But  he  utterly  denied  that  this 
was  a  tax  on  justice,  as  the  cost  must  fall 
upon  the  party  maintaining  an  unjust  suit ; 
and  so  far  was  he  from  coinciding  in  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member,  for  opening 
the  law  courts  for  litigation  witliout  ex- 
pence,  that  he  thought  it  a  good  thing  to 
discourage  it.  Tlie  hon.  member  had  s:iid, 
that  a  tax  on  law  proceedings  was  a  viola- 
tion of  Magna  Charla,  and  a  sale  of  pub- 
lic justice.  He  totally  denied  the  infer- 
ence, and  asserted,   that  the  principle  ol 


tice  of  setting  up  justice  to  auction,  iWid 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  highest  bidder. 
lie  w^ould  not,  for  the  preseni,  go  more 
into  the  arguments  of , the  hon.  gent. ;  l)ut 
regretted  the  hon.  member  had  not  resorted 
to  the  information  he  might  have  had  from 
the  paper  on  the  table. 

Mr,' Sheridan  replied,  that  it  would  be  a 
tedious  operation  indeed  for  members  to 
be  obliged  to  read  the  paper,  one  after 
another,  instead  of  having  it  printed. 

Pr  ZraMrfz/cc said,  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
the  advantage  of  combining  with  his  other 
great  talents  a  high  degree  of  wit,  which 
was  seldom  found  in  union  with  them. 
These  long  proceedings  in  the  civil  law 
courts,,  on  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
been  so  witty,  took  place  only  in  matri- 
monial cases,  which  there  was  reason  to 
hope  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  never  in- 
cur the  burden  of,  Tlie  reason  of  moving 
for  the  instruction  to  divide  the  bill,  was, 
that  if  one  part  of  it  could  not  be  amend. 


ed,  it  might  be  excluded.  From  the  dif- 
ferent modes  in  which  papers  were  pre** 
sented,  it  was  not  surprising  that  some  of 
tbem  escaped  notice.  Sometimes  they 
were  presented  by  a  sec.  of  state  at  the 
bar,  in  volumes  almost  bulky  enough  to 
require  a  wheelbarrow  to  carry  them ;  at 
another  time  they  were  brought  slyly  in 
ihe  pocket  of  a  sec.  of  the  treasury,  and 
buffered  to  lie  on  the  table,  or  in  some  of 
the  drawers  under  it,  with  no  other  noti- 
Hcation  than  the  titles  of  them  being  once 
read  at  the  table.  It  was  complained  of 
as  a  great  hardship,  that  in  the  court  of 
Chanc«:ry  ttie  additional  stamps  would 
only  amount  to  t>5l.  per  cent,  while  in  the 
I'A'clesiastical  court  they  would  amount  to 
50  per  cent.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
of  the  benefit  the  poor  had  in  being  able 
to  su(^  in  forma  pauperis;  it  was  tit  the 
house  should  know  that  this,  advantage 
was  enjoyed  only  by  those  who  could 
swear  themselves  not  worth  51.  after  the 
payment  of  their  just  debts.  The  gra- 
tuitous  assistance  of  the  bar  was  fre« 
quently  gi\*en  to  persons  not  so  entirely 
poor;  but  if  govt,  imposed  this  burden 
upon  them,  they  would  be  entirely  de- 
barred from  justice.  He  wished  the  judgfs 
to  have  a  power  of  giving  relief  fro(n 
stamps  in  such  cases.  As  to  the  idcra 
of  costs  falling  on  those  who  were  in 
the  wrong,  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
there  were  many  cases,  in  which  each  in- 
dividual paid  his  own  costs ;  and  that  when 


Magna  Charta  was  only  against  the  prag-^  there  was  no  object  in  litigation  but  th« 


decision  of  an  important  point.  In  testa-* 
mentary  cases  this  burden  would  fall  so 
heavy,  that  wills  of  small  properties 
would  not  be  worth  establishing,  and  the 
falsitication  of  wills  would  be  encouraged 
by  the  barriers  which  were  opposed  Xq 
iu(|uiry  and  conviction.  In  the  Admi- 
ralty court  also  this  burden  would  btt 
severely  felt.  In  cases  of  complaint  be* 
I  ween  husband  and  wife,  where  the  costs 
on  both  sides  must  always  fall  on  the  hua- 
band;  in  prize  causes,  where  the  parties 
on  one  side  were  that  gallant  set  of  men, 
British  sailors,  and  on  the  other,  foreign 
merchants,  who  were  obliged  to  follow 
their  ships  into  our  ports,  and  vindicate 
themselves  in  our  courts  against  Um 
charges  on  which  they  were^- seized ;  in 
suits  instituted  on  the  subject  of  wills,  the 
fees  on  the  admission  of  proctors,  and  a 
vast  variety  of  other  cases,  the  expence 
of  stamps  would  be  so  enormous,  as  to 
deter  men  from  seeking  justice  or  redress^ 
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end  fall  most  heavily  on  those  who  were 
least  able  to  bear  it,  and  mostly  on  the 
injured  party. 

Mr.  Addington  eaid,  the  schedule  was 
the  counterpart  of  that  Which  he  should 
have  recommended)  if  he  had  continued 
in  office,  and  therefore  he  considered  him- 
self bound  to  take  upon  himself  even  a 
larger  proportion  of  any  obloquy  to  which  it 
may  give  rise,  than  the  right  hon.  gent^who 
now  brought  the  measure  before  the  house. 
The  learned  gent,  who  spoke  last  was  in 
error,  iu  thinking  that  the  charge  wa^ 
increased  on  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
Admiralty  court.  There  was  no  increase 
on  appeals  in  prize  causes,  nor  on  libel, 
on  declaration,  nor  on  many  other  im* 
portant  proceedings.  Neither  was  there  a 
general  augmentation  on  policies,  or  life 
iifsurance;  on  the  contrary,  the  expeuce 
was  diminished  on  small  sums,  and  when 
it  was  increased,  it  was  in  proportion  to 
the  property.  He  acknowledged  that 
costs  on  law  proceedings  could  be  justified 
only  by  absolute  necessity ;  and  he  would 
recommend,  that  if  substitute  taxes  could 
be  found,  these  taxes  should  be  reduced, 
or  at  least  not  increased.  He  thought  the 
whole  of  this  discussion  best  adapted  to 
the  cotimiittec,  and  was  Adverse  to  the 
instruction  to  divide  the  bill. 

Sir  W.  PuUeney  was  of  opinion,  that 
objections  which  went  so  much  to  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  came  best  be- 
fore the  house  before  they  went  into  the 
committee.  He  thought  the  tiew  stamps 
on  law  proceeding8«totally  unconstitutional 
and  unwise.  There  were  a  number  of 
taxes  proposed  and  adopted  in  the  reign 
of  King  William,  from  the  necessity  of 
raising  money,  and  ignorance  oi  the  prin- 
ciples  of  taxation,  which  would  not  now 
be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  There  were  a 
number  of  things  in  this  schedule  which 
ought  to  be  omitted,  and  a  number  of 
other  taxes  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  which 
ought  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  opposed  the  tax,  as 
absolutely  barnng  the  doors  of  justice 
against  all  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  mid- 
dling orders  of  society.  He  said,  that  no 
man  could  venture  to  seek  justice  for  a 
moderate  sum  of  money,  without  an  ex- 
peuce of  a  stamp  more  than  it  was  worth 
his  while  to  pay.  He  denied  that  the 
costs  of  suit  fell  upon  the  losing  party ; 
iot  that  party  frequently  became  insolvent 
during  the  course  of  litigatioQ,  and  not  only 


the  costs  of  prosecution,  but  the  enor- 
mous expence  of  stamps,  was  to  be  add^^d 
to  the  loss  of  debt  already  sustained.  la 
many  cases  the  circumstances  were  so 
equdly  poised,  that  no  costs  were  allowed 
by  the  court  to  either  side,  and  in  this 
case  the  incurred  charge  of  stamps  would 
fall  heavily  on  both,  ^ie  considered  it  as 
in  effect  a  sale  of  justice,  and  a  measure 
which  would  deter  men  from  seeking  jus- 
tice. He  alwayiJ  understood  the  fair  prin- 
ciple of  taxation  to  be,  that  taxes  should 
be  laid  on  thos^  who  were  most  able  to 
bear  them ;  but  in  this  case  the  priiicipla 
would  be  inverted,  and  the  burden  of  the 
tax  thrown  where  it  could  least  be  borne, 
upon  the  indigent  and  distressed.  It  was 
a  tax  on  distress,  and  not  opulence,  as  in 
the  instance  of  mortgage :  if  a  man  wanted 
to  borrow  10,0001.  on  mortgage,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  pay  lOOl.  by  this  tax.  A 
person  who  owed  20,0001.  paid  more  than 
one  who  had  20,0001.  to  spare..  He  asked 
the  gent,  of  the  landed  interest  whether 
this  was  right?  He  also  observed,  that 
this  would  be  extremely  burdensome  on 
copyhold  tenures,  where  the  heir  could, 
not  be  admitted  without  suing  in  the 
Lord's  court.  He  contended  that  the 
principle  of  Magna  Charta  was  violated, 
inasmuch  as  the  suiter  could  not  come  inta 
court  without  paying.  Law  proceedings 
were  already  too  heavily  taxed,  and  suits 
were,  in  other  respects,  too  expensive, 
and  it  was  among  the  first  principles  of 
taxation  to  consider  the  prior  state  of 
what  was  to  he  taxed.  With  respect  to 
costs  falling  always  on  those  who  were  in 
the  wrong,  he  had  to  observe,  and  those 
conversant  with  the  courts  knew  it,  thai 
defences  were  frequently  set  up  by  per- 
sons unable  to  pay,  and  unwilling  to  con- 
fess their  inability,  who,  when  judgment 
was  at  length  given,  could  satisfy  the  de- 
mand no  otherwise  than  by  going  to  pri- 
son, leaving  the  person  for  whom  judg- 
ment was  given  to  pay  his  costs,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  loss  of  the  debt*  The  measure 
would  have  the  effect  of  impeding  the 
progress  of  justice,  by  multiplying  the 
expence,  and  of  course  augmenting  the 
difficulties.  Paupers,  it  was  true,  who 
could  swear  they  were  not  worth  5L  would 
still  have  access  to  the  courts,  without 
being  affected  by  the  operation  of  the  act ; 
but  there  was  a  description  of  persons  be* 
tween  the  rich  and  the  poor,  who  were 
peculiarly  entitled  to  the  considerate  at* 
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tcation  of  the  house,  that  would  l^  ma* 
terially  and  severely  burdened  by  it.  On 
tbese .  grouuds,  tbereforei  he  felt  himself 
under  an  oblig^iou  of  supporting  the 
amendment* 

Mr.  DkkiMon^  juo.  thought  it  would 
liave  been  well  if  the  learned  Serjeant, 
before  he  made  his  speedy  had  taken  into 
bis  consideration,  that  if  there  was  any 
thing  which  rodre  particularly  distinguished 
this  country,  it  waa  the  purity  and  equity 
of  ita  law  proceedings  As  to  the  tax 
fallingheavily  upon  the  peor,  if  the  learned 
Serjeant  had  taken  time  to  reflect,  he 
would  certainly  have  made  no  such  state- 
laent,  seeing  that  there  was  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  the  administration  of  jus* 
lice  in  this  country  which  waa  totally  un- 
fettered by  stamp  duties,  namely,  all  that 
^a,luable  part  which  was  left  in  the  hands 
ff  the  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  Attorney  General  contended,  that 
the  argument  of  his  learned  friend  implied 
Kather  against  the  laws  already  existing 
for  levying  a  stamp  duty,  than*  against  the 
nugmentation  proposed  in  tlie  present  iu^ 
stance.  l>id  the  learned  member  mean 
to  state,  that  the  laying  an  ad  valorem 
duty  in  a  certain  proportion  to  the  duties 
already  existing  on  all  legacies,  bequests, 
conveyances,  and  promissory  notes,  \vould 
interfere  with  the  course  of  law  prOceed- 
IDgSzi  The  litigmions  that  arose  from  hair- 
ing  such,  instruments  executed  on  an  im- 
piroper  stamp,  would  be  done  away  by  the 
avangemenl  of  the  present  measure,  and 
on  that  g|K)und  it  ought  to  have  the  sup- 
ptoptof  his  learned  friend.  All  the  argu^ 
meats  he  baol  drawn  from  the  effect  the 
IQkeasure .  would  have  on  th&  opinion  of 
foreign  nations,  with  respect  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  pnosecuting  suits,  or  obtaining 
jj(^sUce  in  this  coui)try,  applied  generally 
to  the'policy'of  levying  any  s^mp  duty  at 
all  on  sii€bproceediug3,  and  therefore  did 
not  bear  on  /the  present  occasion* 

IHj:.  Wiudheim  could  not  st4»9Grib&io  the 
oi^ioiona  of  the  leaiuied  g^nt.  either  thai, 
in  point  of  fact,  tb&  aFguments-  of-  the 
learned^erjeaiU*  wene  argumaots.ogaABSt  dair 
ties  on  law- pi^oceedings.in  general,  and 
not  against  Uie  particular  duty  in  que8«> 
tiioa ; ,  o^  that,  being  arguments .  against 
iu<^h  duties  ioi  general,*  they  were«  not  ap^ 
^UcaUe^  tov  the  present  occasion^  If  dcN> 
ties  on  law  proceedings  had.  been  hereto^" 
.^Mre  iraprpp^diy  imposedv  that  was. no  rea^ 
iqh  why  tluqf, (Should  now  he;  renewed  aad< 


extended.  If  the  objection^  lo  sndi  duths 
had,  in  former  instances,  been  \dth  piopriety 
over- ruled,  that  was  no  reason  why  those 
ol^aions  naighe  not  be  tn^ed  with  effect 
now.  It  was  as  odd  argument  in  favour 
of  any  principle  wrong  in  itself,  thait  tiis 
same  had  in  fact,  on  former  occasiens, 
been  acted  upon ;  on  on  the  other  band^ 
that  what  was  right  in  a  certain  degree, 
might  therefore  be  pursued  to  any  extent 
at  pleasure.  Ill  the  present  instance,  he 
should  be  inclined  to  say  the  direct  con^ 
trary;  and  that  law  proceediuga  haviog 
been  already  heavily  taxed,  there  was  M 
additional  nunoo  why  nothing  fsrthiir 
should  be  added.  In  his  opinion,  law 
proceedings  never  ought  to  have  beea 
taxed  at  all.  A  tax  upon  law  was,  as  bad 
been  well  observed  by  an  ingenious  writeri 
a  tax  upon  necessaries.  It  was  a^  tax 
upon  that  by  which  the  means  of  exie^ 
ence'were,  in  many  instances,  to  be  proJ- 
cured.  It  was  a  tax  in  consequence,  ihtk 
fell  fatally  upon  the  peor.  To  theiA  it 
was  no  tiling  less  than  a  denial  of  justieei 
and,  of  consequence,  of  all  that  ivhidi 
justice  was  to  give.  The  disadvantages  of 
the  poor,  in  that  respect,  were  already 
sufficiently  great ;  and  that  from  no  fault 
either  on  the  part  of  the  law,  or  of  ths 
govt,  or  of  those  by  whom  the  law  or  tbe 
govt,  was  to  be  administered  ; .  but  firbm 
the  necessary  condition  and  constitution 
of  things.  As  had  been-  well  observed  by 
a  great  writer  (Dr.  Johnson),  to  bring  a 
rich  man  and  a  poor  raaa  upon  eqaal 
terms  into  a  court  of  justice,  was  a  detk^ 
fkratum  in  human  polity, .  that  had  netd 
yet  been  fiilly  supplied^  But  tlie  difll- 
culty  was,  in  most  oases,  to  enable  the 
poor  man  to  come  into  a  court  of  justice 
at  all.  This  difficulty,  instead  of  alle^ 
viating,  we  were  taklo^  noeans,  dfehbe- 
ratdy,  to  augmettt,  and  thus  to  detest 
the  very  end  and  object  of  law,  which 
waa  to  give  protection  to  the  poor  against 
the  rich,  to  the  weak  against  the  strongs  to 
the  helpless  against  the  powerful.  Evenas  it 
was  at  present,  no  liberal  or  cons<tientiot)t 
lawyer  would  advise  a  client  to  have'  re- 
course to  law,  for  any  object  of  less^^ 
lue<  dian  40  or  501. ;  at  value  bearing  » 
large^roportton  to  the  foMunes  of  nK»ti^ 
the  conraauiiity,  and  afibrdingr  tbere^i^ 
an  extensive^rangev  within  whioh  injflfitte^ 
might  operate  with  im^unitf.  Thifi^rck* 
we  were  now  about  to  eolaisge;  If^^ 
plwucoaldbA  iarj^4oir»iiMtre«aing»  th0'<^ 
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Aovldes  of  leg^  proceedings,  it  would  be 
in  ca«eB  of  a  far  different  deficription ; 
oases,  namely,  oi  penal  justice,  where 
prosecutions  ior  petty  offences  were  to  be 
carried  on  against  individuals  on  the  parV 
of  tiie  public.  There  arguments  might 
not  be  fwanting  to  shew,  that  too  great 
facility  in  giving  e^^t  to  law,  might  be  to 
the  full  &^  injurious  as  too  great  difficulty; 
particularly  if  certain  societies  were  likely 
to  come  in  for  a  part.  But  .in  these  cases, 
on  the  contrary,  if  he  were  to  judge  from 
a  bill  that  had  been  projected  lately,  the 
opinion  of  many  was,  that  every  impedi- 
DDetit  was  to  be  removed,  and  nothing 
omitted  ihat  might  give  to  justice  tlie  most 
free  and  iinrestraioiid  course,  it  was  only 
in  questions  ofmeum  Sp  Ututn^  where  redress 
was  to  be  sought  for  private  wrongs, 
and  men  were  endeavouring  to  recover 
what  was  their  own,  that  difficulties  were 
to  be  thrown  in  the  way,  and  such  impe*- 
diments  created,^  as  in  the  case  of  those 
who  ought  peculiarly  to  be  the  objects  of 
our  protection,  would  amount  to  nothing 
less  than  a  prohibition.  He  was  amazed 
that  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should,  for  the  sake  of  such  a 
sum  as  this  tax  would  bring,  be  willing  to 
profit  by  the  wrong  of  his  predecessors, 
a&d  to  persist  in  a  measure  so  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  and  pregnant 
.with  such  serious  injury. — ^The  question 
vras  then  called  for,  arfd  strangers  ordered 
to  withdraw.  The  question,  however,  was 
not  pressed  to  a  division,  and  the  house 
forthwith  resolved  itself  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objected  to  the  schedule 
becoming  part  of  the  bill,  until  members 
had  bad  an  opportunity  of  examining  it 
^fter  it  should  be  printed. 

The  Chanedlor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  to 
leave  out  the  schedule  would  be  to  omit 
one  of  the  most  important  and  efficient 
portions  of  the  bill.  If  the  hon.  gent, 
vianted  information  of  the  existing  stamps, 
a  list  was  printed,  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  every  stationer.  The  hon.  gent,  he 
said,  seemed  to  neglect  eve^y  ordinary 
means  oi  gaining  intelligence,  and  to  be 
disposed  to  call  for  documents  which  will 
give  him  no  explanation  whatever. 

Mr,  Sheridan  was  surprised  tp  hear  the 
sense  and  understanding  of  the  committee 
was  thus  to  be  employed  on  loose,  irregu- 
lar papers,  instead  of  being  assisted  by 
the  production  of  authenticated  instru- 
ments. This  bill,  which  was  to  disap- 
^int  all  ^he  end$  of  justice  in  th^  couo* 


try,  was  introduced  under  circuimBtance* 
peculiarly  suited  toitt  nature  and  desigti. 

Mr.  Stages  Bewrm  attributed  the  diffi- 
culty felt  by  the  hon.  gent,  not  to  extf 
deficiency  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  but 
to  some  inattention  on  his  part  in  reganjk 
to  the  contents  of  those  papers;— A  desul* 
tory  conversation  of  some  length  toofe 
place;  Mr. Serjeant  Best,  Mr.  Fonblanque, 
and  Mr.  W,  Smith,  contending,  that  t^ 
schQ.dule  ought  to  have  been  printed,  pur- 
suant'to  what  was  known  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  late  right  hon.  th<r 
Cbaiicellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  \k^  in- 
formation of  gent,  previous  to  the  discus- 
sion of  so  important  d,  measure;  and  the 
Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  M.  Hus-^ 
kisson,  and  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  insisting  that 
it  was  the  business  of  any  hon.  gent.  wh6 
wished  the  paper  to  be  printed,  to  hftv^ 
moved  the  house  to  that  efie^t,  but  at  th^ 
same  time  not  expressing  any  reluctanci^ 
to  have  the  paper  adverted  to^  containing 
a  comparative  statement  of  the  old  and 
the  new  stamp  duties,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  when  the  house  should  be  re*« 
sutned,  tho^ugh  they  would  not  ootiseht 
to  delay  the  progress  of  the  bill  for  that 
purpose, 

Mr.  Sheridan  maintained,  that  it  wa!i 
the  duty  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  moved 
for,  or  brought, up  ^  account,  to  have 
moved  that  it  should  be  printed,  for  the 
accommodation  of  gent,  who  seldom  paid 
attention  to  papers  until  they  came  in 
that  form  before  the  house,  and  com* 
plained  that  on  a  former  occasion,  his  at^ 
tention  had  not  been  directed  to  the  paper* 
now  alluded  to. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied,  that  the 
laying  the  paper  on  the  table  was  a  public 
act  of  the  house,  with  which  every  tnem« 
her  must  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted, 
and  it  was  therefore  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
own^fault,  if  he  wished  it  to  be  printed^ 
not  to  have^  moved  for  it.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, was,  that  the  hon.  gent,  had  com- 
mitted a  blunder  with  respect  to  this  pa- 
per in  the  first  instance,  that  he  had  re«> 
peated  his  blunder  in  the  last  discussion, 
and  that  he  was  now  in  the  3d  instance 
guilty  of  the  same  blunder, 

Mr.  Sheridan  dbserved,  that  the  fight 
hop.  gent,  had  the  happiness  to  belong  to 
a  country  where  they  possessed  the  second 
sight :  he  unfortunately  was  of  a  blunder- 
ing rape  in  the  West,  and  might  reason, 
ably  expect  some  compassion  for  his  here- 
ditary infirmitiest    With  all  that  respect 
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he  Iblt  for  the  superior  discernment  of  the 
ngbt  bon.  sec.  it  was  his  duty  to  say  tht 
IhU  was  calculated  to  prevent  the  attain- 
mutnt  of  justice  in  our  public  courts ;  it 
was  not  to  impose  large  sums  on  hackney 
coaches,  quack  medicines,  and  lavender 
vater.  It  was  not  on  the ,  constitutional 
grounds  connected  with  the  use  of  1)t. 
i^nderson's  pills,  that  he  objected  to  it, 
but  it  infringed  the  sacred  principles  ot 
cur  political  constitution,  which  no  phar- 
Daaceutic  remedy  could  subsequeutly  re- 
store. Four  or  five  hundred  tliousand 
pounds  were,  in  multiiarious  forms,  to  be 
zaised  by  these  stamps,  and  the  poor  were 
to  be  deprived  of  that  protection  of  the 
law  to  which  they  were  entitled. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exehequrr  thought 
the  present  not  the  proper  stage  to  enter 
into  the  general  priuciples  of  the  bill. 
The  boD.  gent,  seemed  to  have  very  soon 
fergotten,  that  his  motion  was  not  to  ab- 
legate but  to  divide  the  bilK  The  figures 
be  bad  also  misstated ;  and  what  was  most 
unlucky  for  him  was,  that  he  could  not 
correct  bis  arithmetic,  without  stultifying 
his  argument. — A  considerable  part  of  the 
bill  was  then  gone  through,  when  the 
bouse  being  resumed,  progress  was  re- 
ported, and  the  committee  appointed  to 
f^t  again  on  Friday. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 
Thnrsdayy  July  12. 

^MiHV^TES.]  —  The  Irish  Additional 
Force  bill  went  through  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  and  was  afterwards  re- 
ported.—The  Kilwarden  Family  Pension 
bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — ^The 
bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in 
their  several  stages. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill] — Earl  Stanhope 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
2d  reading  of  tlie  Corn  Trade  bill  be  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  bill  be  read  the  2d 
time  on  Monday  next.  His  lordship  said, 
he  had  distinctly  given  notice,  that  he 
should  oppose  the  bill.  Wimtever  the 
opinions  of  noble  lords  might  be  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  it  would  be  allowed,  it 
was  a  bill  of  great  importance.  He  had 
read  hundreds  of  bills,  but  never  saw  any 
so  unworthy  to  receive  their  lordships' 
approbation  as  this,  if  it  were  even  ad- 
mitted that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was 
unexceptionable.  If  their  lordships  should 
cgme  to  iv  debi^te  oa  it^  be  wouH  shew 


that  it  was  drawn  up  in  a  most  absurd  an 
ridiculous  manner.  The  legal  import  ( 
the  words  et  csetera,  he  believed,  had  m 
ver  been  attempted  to  be  defined.  But  i 
this  bill  it  was  taken  to  meaa  biscuit 
The  bill  had  occasion  to  notice  the  rel; 
tive  value  of  EngUsh  and  Irish  currenc 
This  was  well  understood  to  be  as  12 
13.  In  this  bill  it  was  sometimes  stat 
to  be  as  9  to  9;  10  to  10;  as  14  to  1 
Such  was  the  arithmetic  of  the  bill,  su 
its  absurdities  1  As  to  its  policy,  it  wa« 
bill  to  increase  the  price  of  corn  aad  bres 
This  was  the  acknowledged  object  of 
framers,  this  the  language  of  the  bill,  a 
of  the  committee  in  the  other  house, 
said  thus  much  to  call  their  lordships' 
tention  to  this  extraordinary  bill.— T 
noble  lord  s  motion  was  then  agreed  to, 

[Broqu£n's  Naturalization  Bil 
— ^The  report  of  the  committee  on  this 
being  read. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  observed,  t 
the  naturalization  of  foreigners  was  an 
of  mero grace  in  the  legislature;  and 
principle  it  had  adopted  was,  that 
person  praying  for  such,  favour  shouU 
of  the  religion  of  the  realm  by  law  e 
blished.  If  they  were  adults,  it  was 
quired  that  tliey  should  have  received 
sacrament  according  to  the  rites  of 
church  of  England.  If  they  were 
adults,  he  thought  the  principle  sboul 
still  maintained,  and  evidence  reqi 
that  they  were  Protestants  of  .the  En 
church.  The  proper  evidence  was  th 
having  been  confirmed.  In  the  pn 
instance,  which  was  that  of  a  lad  u 
the  age  prescribed  by  law  for  takin| 
sacrament,  no  evidence  was  producer 
fore  the  committee  to  prove  that 
young  man  was  a  Protestant  of  tiie  cl 
of  England,  lie  thought  it  indispen 
that  the  person  praying  to  be  natura 
slK)uld  give  proof  of  his  being  a  Pi 
tapt  of  the  church  of  England,  by  h 
received  the  sacrament  according  t« 
rites  of  the  church  of  England, 
adult;  or  being  confirmed,  if  othe 
lie  should  on  this  principle,  which  h< 
to  be  of  the  utmost  importanoe,  i 
"  that  tlie  report  be  taken  into  cons 
tion  on  this  day  3  months." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  ei 
agreed  with  the  learned  prelate  o 
principle  which  should  govern  such 
But,  pei"haps,  in  the  present  case, 
pushed  too  far.  It  would  be  hard  • 
party  to  los^  nil  the  e^penges  of  tl 
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because  of  that  which  might  fairly,  as  to 
him,  be  deemed  to  result  from  mere  ig- 
Borance.  He  therefore  wished,  that  the 
report  should  be  postponed  for  a  few  days, 
to  see  if  the  party  couldTnot  give  proof  of 
his  being  of  the  established  religion.  Per- 
haps the  bill  might  be  passed  with  a  pros- 
pective power ;  enacting  that  he  be  natu- 
ralized so  soon  as  he  shall  be  confirmed, 
or  receive  the  sacrament.  He  wan  un- 
willing the  person  should  suffer  from  igno- 
rance. He  would  therefore  propose,  that 
the  report  lie  on  the  table,  to  see  what 
could  be  done,  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciple which  he  wished  to  maintain,  and 
with  what  was  just  in  this  particular  case. 
For  future  regulation,  he  thought  it  would 
be  well  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  point  out  what  evidence  should 
be  necessary  when  the  person  was  not  an 
adult.  The  best  evidence  would  probably 
be  that  of  confirmation,  as  suggested  by 
the  learned  prelate. — rThe  report  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[Insolvent  Debtoes'  Bill.]— Lord 
Walsingkam  moved  the  2d  reading  of  the 
bill ;  which  being  done,  it  was  ordered,  on 
the  motion  of  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, that  it  be  referred  to  a  conjmittee 
of  the  whole  house  on  Tuesday  next. 
When  the  question  was  put, 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  leaving  the  wool- 
sack, said,  that  the  bill  before  their  lord- 
ships '  seemed  to  have  remained  in  the 
house  without  a  single  friend,  until  the 
illustrious  Duke  had  taken  it  under  his 
protection.  Most  of  their  lordships,  he 
was  persuaded,  were  even  ignorant  that 
such  a  bill  was  before  them;  and  he 
thought  it  extraordinary  that  those  who 
brought  forward  a  measure  of  such  im- 
portance, did  not  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  consult  with  the  noble  and  learned 
lords  in  that  house.  He  approved  of  de- 
ferring the  commitment  of  the  bill  until 
Tuesday,  and  he  hoped  that  their  lord, 
ships,  in  the  mean  time,  would  bestow  all 
that  attention  on  it  that  the  great  im. 
portance  of  it  required,  for  it  was  im- 
possible that  it  could  pass  without  un- 
dergoing very  great  alterations  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Eari  of  Wet^tmeath  stated,  that  the 
respectable  member  of  another  house  (Mr. 
Shaw),  who  brought  in  the  bill,  had  con- 
£ded  it  to  his  care  when  it  should  come 
before  their  lordships.  As  it  was  not  his 
wish  to  precipitate  a  measure  of  such  con- 
sequence, he  had  been  induced  to  post- 

Vol.  II. 


pone  moving  fbr  the  2d  reading  of  the 
bill,  until  he  had  some  conversation  with 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wooU 
sack,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
requested  on  the  first  opportunity.— ^Ad^ 
journed. 

HOU8E  OP  COMMOKS% 

Thursday y  July  12. 

[Minutes.]— Sir  J.  Anderson  brought 
up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition from  the  city  of  London,  respecting 
the  re^building  of  the  Poultry  Compter^ 
Upon  the  motion  of  the  hon.  hart,  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  rebuild-;: 
ing  the  said  Compter,  and  for  enabhng 
the  sheritF^,  in  the  interim,  to  remove  t|ieir 
prisoners. — A  new  writ  va^  moved  for  ^ 
representative  for  Bath,  ixx  the  room  of 
Lord  J.  Thynne,  who  has  accepted  the 
plaee  of  Lord  Chamberlain  to  his  M^esty» 
— ^The  Expiring  Law  bill  wa§  committed. 
— ^The  Lottery  bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and 
passed,  as  was  also  th^.  Irish  Small  Note 
bill. — Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  brought  up  & 
bill  for  permitting  the  exportation  of  sail 
from  this  country  and  the  Bahamas,  to 
certain  settlements  in  North  America. 

[Orpnance  Lands  Bill.]— On  fte 
motion  for  the  2d  reading  of  the  Ordnance 
Lands  bill, 

■  Mr.  Cites  objected  to  it,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  its  allowing  the  permanent  pur- 
chase of  lands  for  the  crown,  which  wa» 
contrary  to  the  principle  of  pur  constitu- 
tion. The  General  Defence  bill  already 
gave  power  for  the  temporary  purchase  of 
such  lands ;  but  this  bill  \rould  go  to  ren- 
der the  purchase  permanent.  Thai  the 
principle  may  have  been  adopted  in  any 
former  bill,  was  no  reason,  in  his  mind, 
why  it  should  serve  as  a  precedent  to  jus- 
tify new  errors.  The  reference,  too,  was 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  whom 
lie  considered  ineligible,  as  being  an  ofii* 
cer  of  the  crown,  removable  at  pleasure ; 
and,  therefore,  he  thought  that  reference 
to  the  beach  of  justices  of  the  county 
would  be  infinitely  more  proper.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  present  was  the 
proper  stage  in  which  to  object  to  parti- 
cular clauses ;  but  if  not,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  the  future  stages  of  the  bill. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  member, 
ihat  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bill  he 
must  confine  himself  merely  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill^— The  bill  was  the& 
read  the  2d  time* 
3T 
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[laiSH  Trade  wiTa  Newfound- 
tAND.] — ^The  house  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  acts  for  regulating 
the  trade  between  Ireland  and  Newfound- 
land, 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  the  trade  to 
Newfoundland  was  of  importance  to  Ire- 
land, and  deserved  encouragement,  and 
for  that  purpose  he  proposed  two  resolu- 
tions to  the  committee:  1st,  that  salt 
should  be  allowed  to  Ife  exported,  duty 
free,  from  the  ports  of  Waterford,  Ross, 
Cork,  and  Limerick,  to  Newfoundland, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  trade;  and  2dly, 
that  salt  imported  into  Irelapd  should  be 
allowed  to  be  re-shipped,  without  being 
landed  from  the  vessels  in  which  it  should 
be  imported  into  vessels  clearing  out  for 
Newfoundland,  free  of  duty. — The  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  to,  and  the  house 
being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

[Irish  Reveuub  BiLL.]-^On  the  mo- 
tion for  the  2d  reading  of  the  Irish  Reve- 
nue Regulation  bill, 

Col.  Hutchinson  objected  to  its  being 
read  a  2d  time  in  so  thin  a  house,  lie 
thought  it  a  bill  of  much  importance,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  printed ,*and  time  given 
for  its  mature  consideration^  He  was 
himself  unacquainted  with  its  contents, 
but  only  knew  from  report,  that  it  was 
directed  to  raise  a  very  great  revenue  in 
Ireland,  and  therefore  the  fullest  time 
ought  to  be  given  for  its  due  discussion. 

Mr.  Foster  answered,  that  the  bill  was 
printing,  and  he  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve would  be  ready  this  day.  If  the 
hon.  member  would  not  oppose  the  2d 
reading  now,  and  allow  the  bill  to  be 
committed  for  to-morrow,  he  pledged  him.* 
^If  to  them  to  agree  to  defer  it  farther 
till  Saturday*  if  the  hon.  gent,  desired. 
•^The  bill  was  then  read  a  2d  tinie,  and 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

Irish  Spirits  Warehousing  Bill.] 
—Mr.  Foster  moved  the  2d  reading  of  this 
bill. 

Col.  Hutchinson  observed,  that  this 
measure  ^as  a  direct  violation  of  the  arti- 
cles of  union,  and  he  felt  himself  bound, 
of  course,  to  object  to  it.  The  distillers 
of  Ireland  felt  considerable  alarm  on  the 
subject;  and  in  such  a  case,  he  trusted 
the  right  hon.  gent,  would  not  persist  in 
his  intention  of  proceeding  with  the  bill 
this  day,  and  in  so  thin  an  attendance. 
It  would  not  be  too  much,  therefore,  to 


ask,  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  should  del 
the   2d   reading,   till  the  bill  should 
printed,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  membe 

Mr.  Foster  replied,  that  he  was  m\\\ 
to  give  the  hon.  gent,  every  indulgei 
consistent  with  the  period  of  the  sessio 
There  was  a  bill  before  the  house  for 
collection  of  all  the  revenues  of  Irela 
which  had  been  kept  back  above  3  moni 
and  depended  for  some  of  its  clauses 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  hou.  gi 
would  have  many  opportunities  of 
posing  the  principle  of  the  bill,  tliougl 
was  certain  he  should,  on  examining 
perceive  that  it  was  calculated  to  cj 
into  effect  the  spirit  of  the  Union.  Tl 
was  one  clause  in  it^  however,  which,  < 
sistently  with  his  duty  to  his  constitu< 
he  could  not  but  approve,  that  was 
clause  for  allowing  the  warehousing  of 
rits  for  exportation,  without  paying 
duty,  which  amounted  to  4s.  6d.  per 
Ion,  whilst  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  s 
was  not  above  2s.  The  right  hou.  j 
staled  some  other  circumstances,  to  : 
that  the  measure  was  not  inconsistent 
the  article  of  Union,  and  express* 
firm  pers-uasion,  that  whatever  roigli 
the  opinion  of  certain  xlistillers,  all 
rational,  moderate,  and  loyaJ  person! 
gaged  in  the  trade  would  be  satistied. 
should  consent,  if  the  bill  should  nc 
printed  this  day,  to  put  otf  the  comn 
to  Saturday,  beyond  which  he  coulc 
delay  it. 

CoL  Hutchinson  rising  to  reply,  ws 
minded  by  the  Speaker  of  the  necess 
confining  himself  strictly  to  explaiiE 
The  hon,  niember  then  expressed  a 
th^t  the  right  hpn.  gent,  would  not  ci 
him  to  take  advantage  of  the  state  c 
house. 

Col.  Longfield  observed,  that  ther 
not  a  more  loyal  body  of  men  in  El 
than  his  respectable  constituents,  in 
behalf  his  hon.  colleague  had  oppos* 
present  question. 

Col.   Hutchinson  then  moved,  thj 
house  be  counted,  when  it  appearin 
only  29  members  were  present,  the 
was  necessarily   dropped,  aud   the 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Friday^  July  13. 
[MiKUTES.]— In  the  appeal,  Arj 
Kerr  and  others,  Mr.  Alexander  ai 
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Nolan  were  heard  for  the  respondents, 
and  Mr.  Romilly  replied.— The  Civil  List, 
Irish  Promissory  Note,  the  Poultry  Comp- 
ter, and  several  private  bills,  were  brought 
up  from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  1st 
time. — ^The  Irish  Additional  Force  bill  was 
read  a  3d  time  and  passed. 

On  receiving  the  report  of  the  private 
committee  on  the  London  Clergy  bill, 

'flie  Lord  Chancellor  Faid,  that  nothing 
was  nearer  his  heart,  than  that  the  clergy 
of  the  established  church  should  be  ade- 
quately maintained,  but  he  feared  that  he 
could  not  give  his  concurrence  to  the  bill, 
consistent  with  that  regard  for  the  rights 
of  individuals,  which  the  legislature  was 
always  so  laudably  anxious  to  maintain 
He  did  not  very  well  see  how  the  bill 
(could  be  passed  without  having  first  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  all  those  whose  in- 
terests were  likely  to  be  affected  by  it. 
Their  lordships  should  take  it  into  their 
consideration,  that  much  of  that  property 
which  would  become  chargeable  for  the 
support  of  the  clergy  residing  in  London, 
bad  been  purchased  under  the  faith  that 
no  farther  impositions  should  be  laid  on 
it.  It  would  become  the  house  to  deli- 
berate,  before  it  would  go  the  length  of 
violating  the  engagements  so  taken.  At 
*ll  events,  the  principle  of  the  bill  should 
be  fairly  discussed;  for.  if  their  lordships 
should  agree  to  it,  it  was  not  improbable 
but  a  thousand  bills  of  the  same  kind 
would  be  applied  for  in  the  next  session. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  "  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  wholo  house 
on  Monday."     Agreed  to. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Fridajf,  Jvly  J  3. 

[Minutes.] — The  Loyalty  Loan  bill 
was  read  a  2d  time,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. — ^The  London  Permanent  Ad- 
ditional Force  bill,  and  the  Property  Tax 
Commissioners  bill,  went  through  a  com-' 
mittee. — ^The  resolutions  of  the  committee 
on  the  Irish  Newfoundland  trade  were 
reported,  and  agreed  to. 

[Irish  Spirits  VVa  rehousing  Bill.] 
•—Mr.  Foster  moved>  that  the  order  for 
the  2d  reading  of  this  bill  should  now  be 
read. 

Col.  Hutchinson  said»  he  held  in  his 
band  a  petition  from  Richard  T.  Blunt, 
for  himself  and  others,  distillers  of  the 
city  of  Cork,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
themselves,  or  counsel,  against  this  bill. 

The  Shaker  stated,  that  if  it  Wflti  a  pe- 


tition against  a  tax  bill,  it  was  contrary 
to  the, standing  orders  to  receive  it.  Tho 
petition  being  read,  it  was  found  to  have 
nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the  standing  or* 
ders,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ 
On  the  motion  that  the  petitioner  be 
heard  by  himself  or  counsel  on  the  re- 
port, 

Mr.  Foster  suggested  that  the  proper 
time  for  hearing  counsel  would  be  before 
the  committee,  and  moved  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  2d  time. 

Colonel  ff<i^c^m«a;i  pleaded  the  injury 
which  this  bill  would  do  to  the  trade  of 
Ireland,  as  an  excuse  for  his  counting  out 
the  house  upon  it  yesterday,  and  for  the 
opposition  which  he  was  about  to  give  it  in 
the  present  stage*  It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  here  to  enter  into  any  panegyric  on 
the  loyalty  of  the  distillers  of  Ireland,  or 
to  state  their  willingness  to  support  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  public  burdens  of  their 
country.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say 
what  he  could  clearly  establish,  that  some 
of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  were  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  act  of  union.  The 
Irish  distillers,  in  consequence  of  certain 
revenue  laws  in  Ireland,  enjoyed  a  bounty 
of  8  percent,  on  all  spirits  distilled  in  stills 
of  above  500  gallons,  oi  \6  per  cent* 
on  all  distilled  in  stills  of  above  lOOO 
gallons.  This  regulation  was  still  more 
beneficial  -to  the  revenue  than  to  the 
distiller,  for  the  effect  of  it  had  been 
to  increase  the  revenue  from  distille- 
ries from  60,00al.  to  120,0001.  in  the 
first  year,  and  at  last  to  800,0001.  and  to 
reduce  the  number  of  distilleries  from  1000 
to  600,  and  thereby  diminish  the  expence 
of  collection.  These  provisions  were  grant- 
ed prior  to  the  union,  and  enforced  then. 
At  the  union,  by  the  3d  section  of  tlie  6th 
article,  it  was  enacted,  that  all  articles 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufactures* 
of  either  country,  should  be  imported  into 
the  other,  on  paying  the  same  duties  which 
were  paid  for  similar  articles  in  the  coun« 
try  into  which  the  importation  was  made. 
A  regulation  had  been  made  conformably 
to  this  principle,  for  the  mutual  importa- 
tion of  the  produce  and  manufacture  of 
both  countries,  and  papers  had  been  laid 
on  the  table,  and  schedules  had  been 
framed  accordingly,  in  which  no  alteration 
had  been,  a»  to  these  duties^  which  were 
the  only  advantage  the  Iristar  had.  This 
bounty  had  now  been  enjoyed  20  years  by 
the  Irish  distillers,  and  it  was  to  be  sup« 
posed  that  those  who  had  fratned  the  pre- 
sent ^hedttks  wevt  not  aware  of  this  aud 
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the  oth^r  circumstances  whto  tbey  ar- 
ranged them.  In  the  9d  clause  of  the  6th 
Article,  where  the  rights  of  the  English 
distillers  wer^  proved,  for  it  was  enacted, 
that  all  duties  and  bounties  which  inter- 
fered with  the  mutual  intercourse  should 
.cease,  and  this  allowance  was  still  per. 
mitted  to  subsist.  It  may  be  said,  the  act 
of  union  did  away  this  allowance;  he  sub. 
ihitted  it  did  not,  for  all  that  the  union  al- 
Ibwed  was,  the  power  of  enacting  a  coun- 
teracting duty,  to  counteract  internal  regu- 
lation. If  there  was  any  person  who  was 
more  concerned  than  another  to  guard  the 
rights  of  Ireland  in  this  instance,  it  was 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whose  faith  was  pledged  that  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  union  should  not 
bis  a  mere  dead  letter.  What  he  princi- 
pally rested  on  was  the  declining  state  of 
the  revenue  of  Ireland,  he  would  not  say 
ih  consequence  of  the  union ;  but  at  least 
since  that  measure,  the  increase  of  the  debt 
of  Ireland,  the  falling  off  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  that  country,  even  of  its  staple, 
the  linen  manufacture,  according  to  the 
high  authority  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
the  diminution  of  its  provision  trade,  the 
annihilation  of  its  woollen  manufacture, 
and  that  this  was  the  only  point  in  which 
the  trade  of  Ireland  had  any  prosperity. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  union  did  not 
afford  many  sources  of  public  benefit,  but 
none  of  them  had  yet  come  into  action, 
alid  this  was,  in  fact,  the  only  benefit  that 
Ireland  enjoyed ;  but  the  manufacturers 
here  found  out  it  was  some  advantage  to 
Ireland,  and  they  wished  to  take  it  away. 
The  question  was  before  the  judges,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  their  de- 
cision would  be  in  favour  of  the  Irish  ma- 
nufactures. Why  then,  was  it  proposed  to 
turn  short,  and  to  endeavour  by  this  act 
to  deprive  the  Irish  distillers  of  the  advan- 
tage they  enjoyed.  The  most  respectable 
legal  opinions  of  both  countries  had  been 
taJcen  on  this  measure,  and  the  result  of 
all  was,  that  this  benefit  should  not  be 
taken  away  from  Ireland.  This  bill  was 
held  out  as  a  boon  to  the  Irish  nation,  by 
excusing  the  payment  of  duty  on  warehous- 
ing ;  but  on  the  distillers  it  would  be  a 
burden;  as  it  deprived  thera  of  their  for- 
mer allowance.  Of  the  spirits  which  were 
exported  from  Ireland,  nine-tenths  were 
sent  to  fli-itafti ;  *o  that  on  the  remaining 
portion  n6  advantage  could  be  counted  on. 
He  knew  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequc' 
must  be  aware  of  the  present  state  of  Ire- 


land. The  right  hon.  gent,  built  his  glory 
on  the  atchievement  of  the  union,  and  d 
the  union  could  be  carried  into  effect,  by 
the  consolidation  of  the  affections,  and  the 
advantages  of  both  parts  of  the  empire,  it 
would  have  that  effect ;  but  he  was  sure,  if 
the  right  hon.  gent,  clearly  turned  hiis  atten- 
tion to  thb  bill,  he  was  sure  he  would  not 
so  far  counteract  the  interest  of  Ireland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  this 
question  lay  in  a  narrow  compass.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  religious  obliga- 
tion of  the  act  of  union,  in  the  letter  as  well 
as  in  the  spirit.  In  the  spirit,  nothing 
could  be  more  clear,  than  that  articles  of 
the  produce  and  manufacture  of  each  coun- 
try, should  be  admitted  into  the  other,  on 
paying  the  same  duty  that  the  home  manu* 
facturers  paid.  On  this  principle,  all  spirits 
from  Ireland  to  G.  Britain  were  to  receive 
a  drawback  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  duties  they  had  paid  at  home,  to  be 
charged  in  England  with  the  same  as  bome« 
trade  spirits  paid  here.  It  h^pened,  that 
in  Ireland,  an  allowance  of  8  percent, 
was  given  to  stills  of  500  gallons,  of  16'  per 
cent,  to  spirits  distilled  in  stills  of  XOOO  gal- 
lons. When  these  spirits  came  to  be  ex- 
ported, they  received  a  drawback  of  the 
whole  they  had  paid,  with  the  allowance, 
which  operated  as  a  bounty  of  8  per  cent, 
in  one  instance,  and  of  l6  in  tlie  otheri 
against  the  British  spirit.  It  was  true,  this 
regulation  had  subsisted  as  an  internal  one 
in  Ireland  for -20  years,  and  great  benefit 
had  been  found  from  it  to  the  revenue.  As 
an  internal  regulation,  it  was  allowed  to 
remain,  but  he  did  not  think  any  regula- 
tion could  be  regarded  as  a  permanent 
compact.  At  the  time  the  regulation  waj^ 
adopted,  there  could  be  no  view  to  the 
union,  but  having  been  passed  by  the  act 
of  union,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  it  was 
to  be  unaltered.  Every  act  of  the  separate 
parliaments  remained  subject  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  united  parliament.  With  re- 
spect to  the  legal  opinions,  the  only  dif- 
ference was,  that  the  Irish  law  officers 
thought  this  allowance  so  opposite  to  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  union,  that  it  must  have 
been  done  away  by  that  act;  the  English 
law  officers,  though  they  rfgreed  that  the 
allowance  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  that 
act,  thought  it  was  due  to  the  letter  of  that 
act  to  frame  a  legislative  naeasure  for  that 
purpose.  One  thought  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  parliament,  the  other 
thought  it  was.  He  had  considered  the 
subject  particularly,  and  he  was  convinced 
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that  if  this  provision  was  not  agreed  to, 
tliere  would  be  such  a  hardship  on  the 
English  distillers  as  he  oould  not  reconcile 
himself  to  be  a  party  to. 
.  Dr.  Laarencej  at  the  time  the  act  of 
union  was  passed,  expected  that  there 
would  have  arisen  many  delicate  questions 
of  this  sort  between  the  two  countries. 
Although  there  were  many  different  ways 
of  doing  away  the  inequality  complained 
of,  yet  he  must  support  die  principle  that 
the  intercourse  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  united  kingdom  should  be  as  much  as 
possible  on  the  principle  of  equality. 

Mr.  Francis  perfectly  agre«d  that  equa- 
lity was  the  fair  principle  by  which  tlie  in- 
tercourse of  the  two  countries  should  be 
governed  ;.  but  in  the  present  diftiCultifS 
and  embarrassments  of  Ireland,  he  thought 
as  much  tenderness  as  possible  should  be 
used  towards  her. 

Mr.  Vantittart  said,  that  wlien  repre- 
stotations  were  made  on  this  sul)ject  last 
year,  it  was  clearly  the  opinion  of  the'Irish 
govt,  that  this  allowance  was  a  bounty; 
and  the  only  question  was,  whether  tli^ 
act  of  union,  coupled  with  the  temporary 
acts  which  had  followed,  had  established 
Chem  so  as  to  make  them  a  matter  of  faith. 
Proceedings  had  been  commenced  by  the 
distillers  here  for  laying  their  case  before 
parliament,  but  had  been  withdrawn  on 
the  a3surance  of  the  consideration  of  their 
case  on  the  part  of  govt. 

Mr.  Orm^p  said,  the  Irish  parliament 
was  not  fljedged  eternally  to  an  act,  which, 
if  not  annually  renewed,  expired  every 
Cpth  of  September.  He  contended  that 
the  corn  laws  of  the  present  session  did 
vast  benefit  to  Ireland  beyond  what  it  suf- 
fered by  this  bill.  This  allowance  of  a 
deduction  of  l61.  for  every  lOOl.  was  in 
fact  a  bounty  as  l61.  on  84-1.  or  of  20l.  per 
cent. ;  the  advantage  of  warehousing  was 
besides  to  be  considered.  The  Irish  dis- 
tillers, who  had  come  to  London  last  year 
-on  the  subject,  would,  he  was  sure,  have 
been  very  well  satisfied  with  this  arrange- 
ment, so  he  wa^  sure  would  the  whole  of 
the  Irish  distiller^,  when  the  measure  was 
explained  to  them. 

Mr.  Sheridan  allowed  the  provision  al- 
luded to  had  been  in  force  in  Ireland  for 
20  years,  and  had  been  instituted  without 
any  view  to  the  uiiion.  How  then  could 
the  right  hOn.'  gent.  (Mr.  Pitt),  be  so  clear 
as  to  the  sense  bf  tlie  articles  of  union, 
wben*thispi^ovision  of  tb^  Irish  parliament 
of  suthl6%'^)atf4ing  had  not  been  altered 


by  the  act  q(  ui^ioa,  and  had  been  con* 
finned  by  every  act  fiince  that  ssra.  ?  If 
it  was  so  obviogs  that  this  was  an  in* 
justice  to  the  English  distillers,  why  was 
not  that  ii^ustice  pointed  out  before?  It 
was  true,  application  had  been  made  by 
the  English  distillers,  but  these  applications 
had  always  beep  witlidrawn.  Hence  there 
was  reason  to  presume  that  the  allow« 
ance  would  be  continued,  and  the  Irish 
distillers  had  accordingly  vested  their  capir 
tal  in  large  works,  and  extensive  stock. 
This  was  hard.  The  thing  should  be  left 
to  a  legal  decision,  and  while  that  was  ex* 
pected,  the  allowance  should  not  be  with** 
drawn,  where  there  was  reason  to  expect 
that  the  trade  of  Ii*eland  would  be  fostered 
and  cherished. 

Mr.  Smith  was  persuaded,  that  if  this  point 
was  not  noticed  in  forming  the  schedule 
on  the  act  of  union,  it  was  by  oversight. 
Application  had  been  made  by  the  English 
distillers,  and  redress  had  been  promised 
in  one  way  or  another.  The  only  fair 
principle  was,  the  principle  of  equality ;  ' 
and  if  the  extent  of  works  and  the  jexpen- 
diture  of  capital  was  added,  it  would 
weigh  infinitely  on  the  side  of  the.Engli^ 
distillers. 

Mr.  Foster  was  sure,  that  wl^n  the 
Irish  distillers  understood  this  bill,  they 
would  look  upon  what  it  took  away  from 
ihero  as  a  just  privation,  and,  on  what  it 
gave  them  as  a  benefit.  Before  the  union, 
no  exportation  of  Irish  spirits  could  take 
place  to  England,  now  there  was  no  limit 
to  that  exportation.  Before  the  union^ 
there  was  no  poWer  of  warehousing,  noWl 
there  was.  The  duty  at  the  union  Was 
very  low ;  it  was  now  ^-s.  a  gallon,  and  all 
this  was  saved  to  the  distiller.  These  ad?* 
vantages  were  long  wished  for  by  Ireland* 
and  he  was  Iiappy  to  have  introduced  the 
measure  which  gave  them, 

Mr.  Dawson  complained  that  this  roea^ 
sure  was  brought  forward  at  this  late  pen 
riod  of  the  session,  when  so  few  Irish  mem*- 
hers  were  present,  when  those  birds  of  pas- 
sage lately  brought  over  for  occasional  ser- 
vice, and  who  were  seen  in  such  numbers 
a  few  days  back,  had  returned  to  their  na'-» 
tive  clime.  If  this  advantage  fo  Ireland, 
was  an  oversight  in  the  act  of  union,  tha 
surrender  of  the  constitution  of  that  coun« 
try^  may  be  said  to  be  a  greater  oveniighti: 
If  it  were  now  to  be  said,  give  us  back  that 
constitution,  the  surrender  of  which  was 
an  oversight,  what  wbuld  be  the  answerl 
Yet  the  sole  adv«uitage  whkih  Ireland  ea^ 
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joyed  was  asked  bade  <m  the  same  ground. 
Parliament  was  certainly  competent  to 
make  ou  alteration  in  this  point,  but  he 
feared  it  scarce  would. 

Mr.  Alexander  contended,  that  there  was 
at  thnt  moment  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  Irish  representatives,  than  any  otlier  in 
the  house ;  and  these  were  gent,  of  intelli- 
gent and  enlightened  minds,  who  had  paid 
great  attention  to  all  business  relating  to 
Ireland.  This  fact,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  assert,  in  order  to  obviate  the  mis- 
chief which  might  be  occasioned  in  Ireland, 
if  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gent,  should 
go  there  uncontradicted.  If  it  was  the  hon. 
gent 's  intention  to  make  himself  popular 
in  Ireland,  by  opposing  this  bill,  it  was  the 
duly  of  every  Irish  member  to  deliver  his 
sentiments  upon  it.  The  corn  bill  recently 
sent  up  to  the  Lords,  was  a  proof  that  the 
parliament  did  not  wish  to  deprive  Ireland 
of  any  advantages.  But  what  injury  did 
this  bill  do  to  Ireland  ?  None.  The  dis- 
tillers had  invested  their  capitals  long  be- 
fore the  exportation  of  their  manufacture 
was  allowed,  or  thought  of :  and  this  bill 
only  went  to  regulate  the  duties  to  be  paid 
on  spirits  when  brought  to  this  countrj-. — 
After  some  observations  from  Col.  Long- 
field,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  ^ir. 
Ker,  the  bill  was  read  a  2d  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.]— On  the  mo- 
tion that  the  house  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  on  this  bill, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  merely  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion relative  to  a  point  to  which  he  should 
feci  himself  bound  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  if  the  answer  should'  not  be 
satisfactory.  The  preamble  of  thisbill  stated, 
that  it  was  to  repeal  all  the  existing  duties 
on  stamps,  for  which  those  contained  in  the 
subseiiuent  schedules  were  substituted.  The 
Boint  on  which  he  wanted  explanation  was, 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the 
•tamp  duty  on  newspapers.  He  supposed 
it  was  not  intended,  but  until  the  matter 
should  be  explained,  the  bill  appeared  to 
have  that  effect.  The  discount  for  prompt 
payment  was  at  present  l6'  per  cent,  and 
there  was  also  an  allowance  of  18s.  made 
to  newspaper  proprietors,  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  rise  in  the  price  of  paper,  when  the 
additional  duty  had  been  laid  on  paper. 
The  16  per  cent,  discount  was  inserted  in 
the  schedule  of  the  bill,  but  there  was  no 
mention  of  the  allowance  of  18s.  and  it 
would  be  manifest,  that  if  the  bill  were  to 
repeal  the  act  by  which  that  allowance  had 


been  made,  without  re-enacting  it,  th< 
effect  would  be  to  lay  an  additional  duty  t< 
the  extent  of  that  allowance,  on  news 
papers. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  replied 
that  the  allowance  was  made  out  of  the  ex 
cise  on  paper,  and  that  the  present  repeslei 
only  the  stamp  acts,  and  left  all  allowance 
under  any  other  acts  totally  undisturbed 
The  matter,  however,  should  be  attende 
to.— *The  house  then  resolved  itself  into 
committee.  Many  of  the  clauses  of  th 
bill  were  strenuously  contested,  more  pai 
ticularly  that  which  tended  to  impose  a 
additional  tax  on  attomies  and  proctors,  i 
the  form  of  an  annual  licence.  Mr.  Sh( 
ridan,  Mr.  Fonblanque,  Mr.  Seijeai 
Best,  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  others,  argue 
against  the  clause,  both  as  a  stigma  on  tl 
profession,  and  as  unjust  and  oppressive.- 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  tl 
Attorney  General  admitted  the  force  • 
the  objections  to  a  certain  extent,  ai 
consented  to  modify  and  reduce  the  tax 
certain  proportions,  to  be  calculated  fro 
the  length  of  time  that  the  persons  coi 
cemed  were  in  the  actual  exercise  of  the 
profession.  On  the  clause  proposing  \ 
additional  duty  of  3d.  on  every  sheet 
paper  employed  in  law  proceedings,  an  01 
position  of  some  length  et^ed,  principal 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  Dr.  Laurenc 
Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  &c.  when  a  divisi' 
took  place — Ayes  43,  Noes  10,  mi^ori 
in  favour  of  the  clause  33.^— The  oth 
clauses  and  amendments  then  wem  throu 
the  committee  without  ^ny  material  altei 
tion;  and  the  house  being  resumed,  t 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  t 
morrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF     LOHDS. 

Saturday f  July  14. 

[Minutes.]  The  royal  assent  was  given 
commission  to  the  Irish  Additional  Fo 
bill,  Lady  Kilwardeu*s  Annuity  bill,  1 
Foreign  Soldiers  Enlistment  bill,  the  VV* 
don  Beck  Compensation  bill,  the  Chatb 
Ordnance  bill,  the  London  .Coal  Mar 
bill,  the  Irish  Malt  bill,  and  several  p 
vate  bills. — ^The  commissioners  were. 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord'  Walsingham.  1 
Earl  Rosslyn.  The  Ordnance  Frankj 
the  Civil  List,  the  Poultry  Compter,  1 
the  Irish  Notes  bill,  were  read  a  Sd  titsQ 
The  Irish  County  Peace,  ^  Malt  I>4 
and  the  Hackney  Goadi  bilb*  ve«»  rea 
3d  ^' ->  "miifiini  JMIiMMi  1 
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HOUSi;  OF   COMMONS. 
Saturday,  Jultf  14. 

[Minutes.] — ^The  Deputy  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  aitended  at  the  bar,  and  sum- 
moned the  house  to  appear  in  the  house 
t>f  Lords,  to  hear  the  royal  assent  given 
by  commission.  Tiie  Speaker,  with  the 
bouse,  attended  accordingly  ;  and,  on  his 
return,  he  informed  the  house  that  he  had 
been  in  the  house  of  Peers,  and  heard  the 
royal  assent  given  by  commission,  to  the 
Kilwarden  Annuity  bill,  the  IrishAdditional 
Force  bill,  the  Foreign  Enlistment  bill,  the 
Clandestine  Marriage  bill,  and  the  Coal 
Market  bill,  with  several  private  bills. — 
Lord  C.  Somerset  took  the  oaths  and  his 
seat  for  the  borough  of  Monmouth. — Mr. 
Alderman  Combe  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Committe  on  the  Additional  Force 
Amendment  bill,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
City  of  London,  which  was  agreed  to. — 
—The  British  Fishery  bill,  the  Leather 
Manufacturers  bill,  and  the  Property  Com- 
missioners bill,  were  severally  read  a  3d 
time  and  passed. — A  message  from  the 
Lords  informed  the  house,  that  their  lord- 
ships had  agreed  to  the  Hackney  Coach 
bill,  the  Irish  Counties  Peace  bill,  and 
the  Corn  Regulation  bill,  without  any 
amendments.— The  Woolwich  Ordnance 
Lands  bill,  the  bill  to  obviate  liiconve- 
niencies  in  the  Accomptant  GeneraFs  Of- 
fice in  Chancery,  the  Irish  Revenue  bill 
for  raising  800,0001.  the  Nassau  Free  Port 
bill,  the  Loyalty  Loan  bill,  the  Tobacco 
and  SnufF  Warehousing  bill,  and  the 
(J,500,000l.  bill,  were  severally  reported, 
and  the  resolutions  agreed  to.-^A  new 
writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the 
county  of  Louth,  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  the  right  hon.  J.  Foster,  who,  since  his 
election,  has  accepted  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland. — The 
Consolidated  Fund  bill,  and  the  Irish 
Revenue  Regulation  bill,  were  severally 
committed. 

[Iiiisn  Revenue  Bill.] — On  the  ques- 
tion that  the  house  should  go  into  a  com- 
jnittee  upon  the  bills  for  regulating  the 
Tev^nue  of  Ireland, 

Col.  Hutchinson  said,  it  was  impossible 
that  he  could  consent  to  such  a  motion, 
without  previously  making  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  a  bill,  which  went  to  raise  no 
Jes8  than  400,0001.  in  addition  to  the 
jre venue,  80  as  to  bccasion  double  the 
fUQOunt  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  people 


of  Ireland.  The  house  seemed  already  to 
have  decided  a  very  important  question^ 
as  to  the  distillers  in  thut  country,  by  dis- 
continuing the  allo\^ance  of  8  aud  l6*  pey 
cent,  on  the  exportation  of  their  spirits ; 
for  although  there  would  be  another  op* 
poriunity  to  argue  the  matter,  yet  he  wa< 
afraid  it  would  end  unfavourably  toward^, 
them.  He  felt  it,  therefore,  to  be  con* 
sistent  with  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  tp 
entreat  the  house,  previous  to  their  going 
into  a  committee,  that  they  would' endea- 
vour  to  make  additional  burdens  press  as 
little  as  possible  upon  that  description  of 
persons.  He  really  believed,  that  the 
proposals  contained  in  the  bill  were  no^ 
sufficiently  known  in  Ireland  by  those 
whom  it  materially  concerned,  he  meant 
the  distillers,  the  barley  growers,  and  tho 
landed  gentlemen  of  that  country.  To  all 
of  these  people  it  must  create  ponsiderable 
uneasiness.  The  distiller  was  one  of  the 
most  useful  members  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  on  account  of  his  em* 
ploying  several  thousands  of  people,  who 
otherwise  would  not  procure  a  livelihood. 
He  hoped  such  considerations  would  have 
some  weight  upon  the  house,  and  prevent 
them  from  imposing  additional  burden« 
upon  distillers,  which  they,  were  by  no 
means  able  to  sustain. — After  a  few  ob- 
servations from  Sir  E.  Nepean  and  Mr* 
Beresford,  relative  to  the  policy  of  obliging 
the  distillers  to  perform  a  certain  portion 
of  wor-k  in  a  certain  number  of  days,  the 
house  went  into  the  committee.  Several 
amendments  were  therein  made  relative 
to  the  distillers.  The  report  was  brought 
up,  and  ordered  to  be  received  on  Mou* 
day  next. 

[Finance  Resolutions.] — Mr.  John^ 
stone  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  a  string  of  resolutions  respecting 
the  finances  of  the  country,  which,  he 
admitted,  he  had  taken  up  on  the  same 
ground  as  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr, 
Tierney)  had  formerly  done.  He  wished 
to  proceed  in  the  same  way,  which  was, 
that  the  1st  resolution  should  be  read,  and 
the  debate' adjourned  to  some  future  day. 
The  1st  resolution  was  then  read.  The 
resolutions  were  then  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskis* 
son,  the  debate  thereon  was  adjourned  to 
Tuesday.  The  resolutions  moved  by  the 
hon.  gent,  are  as  follow : 

I.  That  the  toul  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt 
of  Great  Briuia  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1803, 
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567,0Qe,9t8}.  {  of  whi(;|i  ^,S55>915!.  had  been 
Burchased  by  the  commisti<mer<«  and  19,180,.587J. 
liad  beeo  transferred  to  them  on  account  of  land  tax 
redeemed;  leaving  a  funded  debt  of  480,572, 1761  ; 
tnd  that  the  amount  of  annuities  charged  on  G.  Bri' 
lain  (after  deducting  what-  have  £dlen  in)  was,  on 
the  1st  of  Feb.  in  short  annuities  and  for  liv€t, 
1^9,9791.  and  in  long  annuities,  l,OL5,4IQl. 

That  the  total  amount  of  public  funded  debt, 
chargeable  on  G,  Dritatn  for  account  of  Ireland,  was, 
•n  the  Itt  of  Feb.  1803,  Qt  348,0001.  of  which  thrie 
^ad  been  purchased  by  the  commissioners  l,lf3,4151. 
luting  a  funded  debt  of  21,t^4,5851.  together  with 
long  annuities  to  the  amount  of  9,7911. 

That  the  total  amount  of  public  &nded  debt, 
chaffeable  on  G.  Britain  for  account  of  the  Emperor 
^  Germany,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  7,502,6331. 
«f  which  375,1371.  had  been  purchased  by  the  com- 
H^issioners,  leaving  a  funded  debt  of  7,1127,4961.  to- 
gether with  annuities  to  the  amount  of  $30,0001. 
which  will  expire  in  18S0. 

That  under  the  heads  of  treasury,  ordnance,  bar- 
racks (and  including  171,4311.  deficient  in  the  ways 
and  means  of  1801^),  outsunding  demands,  as  far  as 
the  same  can  be  made  up,  remained  to  be  provided 
for  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803,    to  the 

amount  of  -.  -  -  76«,867 

That  the  unfunded  debt  in  Exchequer 

bills  unprovided  for  was,  on  the  5th 
^lan.  1803  -  .  -        9,500,000 

Tliat  the  debt  of  the  navy  Was,  on  the 

5UiJa«.18U3  -  -         -        3,105,648 

Making  the  total  amount  of  unfunded 


debt 


-      13,368,515 


That  the  total  debt  may  he  staled  as 
Funded  debt  unredeemed  of  G.  Britain 
Funded  debt  unredeemed  of  G.  Britain 

for  account  of  Ireknd 
Funded  debt  unredeemed  of  G.  Britain 
(or  account  jQi  the  Emperor  of  Gcr* 
.^any         -  -  -  « 

besides  short  annuities  tP  the  anjount 
of  230,0001. 
long  annuities,  value  at  16  years  pur- 
chase, 1,015,4101.  for  G.  Briuini 
9,7911.  ^r  Ireland 
Unfunded  debt  -  »  • 


follows : 
480,572,476 

21,224,585 
7,127,496 


16,403,216 
13,368,  j15 


Leaving  a  total  sum  charged  or  charge- 
able on  G,  Britain  (exclusive  of 
^39,9791.  and  ^30,0001.  short  an- 
nuities) of  -  •  .    538, 


II.  That  the  total  an^ui^t  of  the  public  funded 
^bt  of  G.  Biitaiu  (including  the  amount  created  by 
the  sums  borrowed  in  the  present  sessionj  was,  on 
the  1st  Feb.  1804,  601,208,9781.  of  which 
^7,698,4671.  had  been  purchased  by  the  commission- 
's, and  21,147,8881.  had  been  transferred  to  them 
^n  account  of  land  tax  ^(|eemed ;  leaving  a  fundea 
debt  of  502,362,6221.  and  that  the  amount  of  an- 
nuities  chatrged  on  G.  Britam  (after  deducting  what 
iiave  fallen  in)  was,  on  the  1st  Feb.  in  short  annui- 
ties and  for  lives,  516,383L  and  in  long  annuities. 
1^)47,4941, 

That  the  total  amount  of  public  funded  debt 
chargeable  on  G.  Britain  for  account  of  Ireland,  in- 
c^idiog  the  amount  created  by  the  sums  borrowed  in 
the  present  session,  \yas,  on  the  Ist  feb.  1.804, 
33,7o8,00Dl.  of  which  there  ^ad  been  purchiicd  by 


the  conunitsiooers  1,395,6711.  leaving  a  funded  debt 
of  32.142,3f91.  together  with  kng  annuities  to  the 
amount  of  16,2081. 

That  the  total  amount  of  public  funded  debt, 
chargeable  on  G,  Britain  for  account  ^f  the  ^nperor 
of  Germany,  was,  on  the  1st  Feb.  1804,  7,502,(}S3L 
of  which  459,8281.  had  been  purchased  by  the  com- 
missioners, leaving  a  funded  debt  of  7,042,805U 
together  with  annuities  to  the  amount  of  S30,0001. 
which  will  expire  in  1820, 

That  under  the  heads  of  treasury,  ordnance,  bar. 
racks,  and  -civil  Tut  advances,  after  deducting 
1,370,6641.  surplus,  in  the  ways  and  means  of  1803, 
outstanding  demands  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  made 
up,  remained  to  be  provided  for  oo  the  5tb  Jan.  1804, 
.CO  the  amount  of         -  -  •  653,421 

That  the  unfunded  debt  in  Exchequer 

biUs,  unprovided  for,  was  on  the  5th 

of  Jan.  1804         .  .  -      15,390,800 

That  the  debt  of  the  nary  was,  on  the 

5th  Jan.  1804         ...        4,037^7 

Making  .the  total  amount  of  unfunded 
debt         -  .  .  •      20v061,5» 

That  the  total  deb^  VfLxj  be  stated  as  follows : 
Funded  debt  unredeemed  ot  6.  Britain    502,362,622 
[  Funded  debt  unredeemed  of  G.  Briuin 

for  account  of  Ireland  -  -      32,142,329 

Funded  debt  unredeemed  of  G.  Britain 

for  account  of  the  Emperor  of  Ger* 
*  many,  besides  short  annuities  to  the 

amount  of  230,0001.  -  -         1,042,805 

Long  annuities,  valued  at  16  years  pur* 

chase,  1,047,4941.  for  G«  Britain, 

16,2081.  for  Ireland  -  •      17,019,23^ 

Unfunded  debt  -  -  -'      20,081,528 


Leaving  a  total  sum  charged  or  charge* 
able  on  G.  Britain  (exclusive  of 
516,3831.  and  230,0001.  short  an* 


nuities)  of 


.    578,648,51^ 


III.  That  the  annual  charge  for  account  of  the 
funded  debt  of  G.  Britain  was,  on  the  1st  Feb.  180J». 
23,510,9671. ;  and  on  the  1st  Feb.  1804,  including 
the  charge  incurred  by  the  loan  of  the  present  session, 
was  1^4,846,6651. 

That  the  sum  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the 
funded  debt  of  G.  Britain  was,  on  the  1st  Feb.  1803, 
5,834,9861.$  and  on  the  1st  Feb.  1804,  including 
one  per  cent,  on  the  stock  created  by  the  loan  of  the 
present  session,  was  6,493,6261. 

That  the  net  produce  of  fhe  permanent  taxes  was» 
in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1803,  27,531,3581.  ^ 
and  in*  the  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1804,  30,710,7471. 

IV.  That  the  tot^  official  value  of  all  importa  into 
G.  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1803,  wat 
31,442,3  L81. ;  and  on  the*  average  of  6  years,  ending 
5th  Jan.  1803,  28,419,6251. 

That  the  total  otBcial  value  of  all  imports  into  G« 
Britain  was,  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1804  (sup- 
p6sing  the  imports  from  the  t.  Indies,  of  which  no 
account  has  been  made  up,  to  be  the  same  as  in  the 
year  preceding)  2?  ,441,8741. ;  and  on  an  tvcra^e  of 
6  years,  ending  jth  Jan.  1804,  29,490,9451. 

That  the  total  official  value  of  Biitish  produce  and 
manutacture  exported,  in  the  year  ending  5lh  Jan. 
18^,  was  26,993,1291. ;  and  on  an  average  oi  6 
years,  ending  5th  Jan.  1803,  was  22,942,8401. 

That  the  total  official  value  of  British  produce  an^ 
maaufaccure  expocud  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan* 
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Jan,  1804;  was  2^,252,l03f,,  and  on  an  average  of 
6  years,  ending  5th  Jan.  1804,  23.834,3391. 

That  the  total  official  value  of  foreign  merchandize 
exported  from  G.  Hritain  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan. 

1803,  was  14,418,8371  ;    and   on  an  average  of  6 
years,  ending  5th  Jan.  X803,  was  11-,651.3331. 

That  the  total  official  value  of  foreign  merchandize 
€xportcd  from  G.  Biitain  in  the  year  enaing  5th  Jan. 

1804,  was  9,323,25T1. ;    and   on  an  average   of  6 
years,  ending  5th  Jan.  1804,  was  11,6^6,4411. 

v.  That  the  total  sum  to  be  raised  in  G.  Briuin  in 
the  year  1804,  may  be  estimated  as  follows : 

latercst  of  the  public  funded  debt, 
charges  of  management  and  sink- 
ing fund,  oh  the  5th  Feb.  1804      -      24,110,475 

Interest,  charges  of-  management,  fee, 
to  be  paid  between  the  5th  Feb. 
1B04,  and  the  5th  Jan.  1805,  ou 
ttock  created  by  loans  <JJthc  pre- 
sent session,  to  the  amount  of 
18,«00,0001.         .  -  -  534,190 

Interest  on  Exchequer  bills,  the  amount 
issued  and  beafing  Interest,  exceed- 
ing 80,000,0001.  .  -        1,000,000 

Civil  govt,  of  Sc6»tland,  pensions  on 
revenue,  xnilitia  and  deserters'  war- 
rants, bounties  for  promoting  fish- 

•  dies,  &c.  J^c.  estimated  to  be  the 
•amc  as  in  the  year  endmg  ^th  Jan. 
1804         -  -  -  .  723,05^ 

Charges  4f  collecting  and   manage-' 
ment  of  the  revenue,  estimated  to 
be  the  tame  as  in  the  vear  ^ding 
5th  Jan.  1804         -      '   -  -        l,fc5,S68 

Proportion  to  be  defrayed  by  G.  Bri- 
tain, of  the  civil  list  and  other 
charges  on  the  consolidated  fund  of 
G.  Kritain  (the  chargds  on  the  con- 
solidated fund  of  Ireland,  which  it 

,  'likewise  a  joint  charge,  being  in- 
cluded in  tl^e  supplies)  15-lTths  .of 
1,346,0431.  -  .         *  .        1,187,690 

Supplies  voted  in  1804  for 

G.  Briuin  exclusively  -    2,292,000 

Supplies  voted  in  180  i  for  ' 

G.  Britain  and  Ireland, 
proportion  lo  be  de- 
frayed by  G.  Britun, 
15^17ths  of  40,572,3801.  35,799,159 


38,091,159 
4,500,000 

497,735 


5,246,506 


Advance  to  Ireland 

Interest  for  loans  to  the  Emperor  of 

Germany  •  .  . ' 

Sums  to  be  raised  parochially  for  the 

maintenance  of  the  poor,  estimated 

to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  ending 

Easter,  1803 

Making  in  the  Whole  the  turn  of       •      77,846,179 

That  the  funds  applicable  to  discharge  the  sum  re- 
quired for  the  service  of  the  year  1804,  may  be 
estimated  as  follow : 

Tthe  gross  receipt  of  the  permanent 
revenue,  after  deducting  the  re-p^y* 
ment  of  over  entries,  drawbacks, 
Sec,  estimated  to  be  the  same  as  la 
the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1804        36,139,171 

Jtftimated  produce  to  the  5th  Jan. 
1805,  of  the  perauBf  nt  taxes  im- 
posed in  the  presfiBt  tettion 


400,000 


?•!..  II. 


C%mci  ftrwtrl      96,539,171 


Brought  forward 

Small  branches  of  the  herediury  reve- 
nue and  imprest  monies  repaid,  esti- 
mated to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year 
ending  the  5th'  Jan.  1804 

Lottery,  after  deducting  the  propor- 
tion of  Ireland        •  - 

War  taxes,  estimated  produce  to.  the 
5th  April,  1805        -         • 

Surplus  of  the  ways  and  meant  for  the 
year  1803  -  -  - 

Loanconsiituti(ig  an  increase  of  funded 
debt         -  .  •  • 

Loan  by  Exchequer  bills,  charged  on 
the  supplies  of  the  year  1805  (V.  C.) 

Suras  to  be  raised  parochially  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  popr,  estimated 
to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  ending 
Easter  1803 

Making  in  the  whole  the  sum  of 
And  leaving  a  deficiency  of 


.fl04« 
36,539,171 

228,253 

250,000 

15,440,000 ' 

1,370,664 

14,500,000 

2,500,000 


^,246,50^ 

76,074,594 
1,771,585 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday y  July  l6. 

[MiNUTES.J — In  the  appeal,  Hogg  v. 
Lashley,  jud^aieiit  was  given  :  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below  was  affirmed.— 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  incumbents 
of  certain  livings  in  the  city  of  London, 
went  through  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house ;  the  report  was  received,  and,  ou 
the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  oa 
Thursdiay  next. — Mr.  Williams,  from  the 
commissioners  of  Naval  Inquiry,  presented 
the  7th  and  8th  reports  of  the  said  com- 
missioners.— Mr.  F.  Thompson  was  exa- 
mined as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  present 
residence  of  Mrs.  Lingham.  He  said,  he 
had  examined  the  contents  of  three  let- 
ters, by  which  it  appeared,  that  she  resided 
in  Paris,  or  within  three  miles  of  it.  Be- 
ing  asked  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  if  that 
was  all  he  had  learned,  he  said  he  bad 
learned  no  more. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.]— Lord  Wahmg^ 
ham  presented  a  petition  from  the  royal 
burghs  of  Scotland  against  the  Corn  Trade . 
bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
petition  prayed  that  their  lordships  would 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
next  session.  That  their  lordships  would 
not  pass  a  bill,  was  a  proper  petition ; 
but  it  was  only  for  one  of  their  lordships 
to  make  a  proposition  of  this  kind  to  the 

^9x1  Stanhope  thought  the  petition  ougbt 
to  be  received,  and  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Roslyn  said,  th^re  wail 
much  sound  sense  and  good  matter  in  the 
pe(ition,but  ttaoughtit  couldiMt  be  received* 
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Lord  JValsingham  accordingly  withdrew 
the  petition  with  their  lordships'  consent. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  said,  he  held  a 
petition  in  his  hand  against  the  bill,  from 
persons  of  sound  understanding,  yet  a 
timilar  objection  might  be  made  to  it; 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  present  it. 
The  petition,  which  was  from  the  chamber 
of  commerce  in  Glasgow,  being  read, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  this  petition 
prayed,  that  their  lordships  would  give  the 
bill  a  cool  and  deliberate  discussion. 
Their  lordships,  he  hoped,  would  give 
every  question  a  cool  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion ;  but  this  was  language  tliat  could 
not  be  permitted  in  a  petitioner  to  that 
house. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  moved  for  leave 
to  withdraw  the  petition. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  the  noble  lord  ought 
not  to  present  a  petition  that  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  lie  on  the  table ;  if  lie 
presented  it,  he  ought  to  maintain  its 
claim  to  be  heard.  lie  thought  this  the 
cleft  stick  of  a  dilemma  into  which  his 
lordship  had  thus  brou<;ht  himself.  The 
petition,  he  thought,  might  be  permitted 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose,  on  leave  being 
given,  withdrew  the  petition, — The  order 
of  the  day  for  the  2d  reading  of  this  bill 
being  read, 

Earl  Stanhope  rose.  He  said,  he  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  heard  any  thing 
that  a  noble  sec.  opposite  to  him  (Lord 
Hawkesbury)  had  to  ofer  on  the  bill ;  but 
as  his  lordship  was  silent,  he  would  state 
his  objections  to  it.  This  was  a  bill  di- 
rectly and  professedly  to  raise  the  price  oi 
corn  and  bread.  ,  He  did  not  merely  say 
it  was  the  tendency  and  probable  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  do  this ;  but  he  de- 
clared, that  this  was  the  professed  object 
of  the  framers  of  the  bill,  and  of  the 
committee  of  the  other  house.  Their  lan- 
guage was,  that  the  price  of  corn  might 
decrease  by  a  plentiful  season,  so  as  not 
to  repay  the  grower.  He  was  a  friend  to 
the  farmer.  He  knew,  that  unless  the 
grower  was  induced  by  a  liberal  profit, 
scarcity  would  be  the  result;  and  there- 
fore he  was  against  additional  burdens  on 
the  farmers.  If  he  could  not  shew  that 
the  grower  could  sell  his  corn  at  a  fair' 
profit,  when  there  should  be  a  year  of 
plenty  and  a  surplus,  he  would  consent  to 
this  bill,  great  as  his  objections  to  it  were. 
But  he  was  not  reduced  to  thi^  extreme, 
as  he  would  afterwards  shew,  by  proposing 


to  be  remedied.  But  the  bill  increa 
the  evil,  for  it  is  the  direct  means  of 
creasing  the  price  of  corn,  and  con 
quently  the  price  of  labour;  so  that 
must  import  corn  in  a  still  greater  degi 
if  we  continue  to  pursue  a  policy,  wh 
inevitable  effect  is  to  raise  the  price 
labour.  ^  He  would  call  on  their  lordsl 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
Ireland.  He  would  not  then  advert 
the  causes,  whatever  they  might  be; 
would  consider  the  sttl^ject  only  as  it ' 
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connected  with  this' question.    The  dis- 
tress ot*  tliat  country  is  prodigious,  and 
daily  increasing.     Would   their  lordships 
add  to  it  by  increasing  the  price  of  corn  r 
The  state  of  that  country  is  not  known 
Its  debt  was  lately  only  two  millions  and 
a   half.     It   is   now  between  50   and   60 
millions.— Such  was  the  principle  of  thi^. 
bill.     But  he  wOuld  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  real  remedy  of  the  evil  this  bill  would 
heal;    he    would   shew,    as  he    promised, 
tliat  the  farmer  might  always  have  a  libe- 
ral pro  lit  for  his  corn,  and  that  we  need 
Dot  go  to  foreign  countries  with  millions 
of  money,  to  purchase  grain  in  years  of 
scarcity.    The  small  state  of  Geneva,  be- 
fore it  belpnged  to  the  French,  had  grana- 
ries with  corn  for  7  or  8  years  consump- 
tion.    The  apparatus  by  which  it  was  pre- 
served sound,  was  simple;  it  was  nothing 
more  than  4  walls,  with  shelving  chambers 
for  the  corn,  and  charcoal  in  the  centre. 
Corn  thus  dried,  to  a  certain  degree,  has 
been  kept  100  years.     He  had  got  some 
kept  that  timcj  to  make  a  trial  of  it,  and 
Dever.ate  better,  bread  in  his  life.     Let 
the  govt,  buy  the  corn  when  it  is  cheap, 
and  lay  up  in  granaries  sufficient  for  years 
of  scarcity.     Farmers   will  thus   have   a 
motive  to  grow  for  the  average  consump- 
tion of  corn,  because   they   will   always 
have  a  fair  profit  and  a  sale ;  many  mil- 
lions sent  out  of  the  country   for  corn, 
will  be  kept  at  home,  and  the  price  of 
labour  will  be  prevented  from  rising  to 
that  excess  which  drives  our  manufactures 
from  foreign  markets.     Without  adopting 
this  policy,  we  may  be  starved  in  a  time 
of  scarcity,  with  such  a  man  as  Buona- 
parte to  oppose  us.     He  has  only  to  buy 
up  all  the  born  in  foreign  markets;  and 
this  he  may  do,  for  price  is  nothing  to 
him.     Let  us  learn  policy  of  other  states. 
But  if  we  will  not,  let  us  learn  of  the 
bees  and  ants,  whom  instinct  has  taught 
to  provide  for  a  time  of  want,  when  they 
can  resort  only  to  their  own  stores  for 
food.     But  govt,   will  net  only  decline 
building  granaries  themselves,  but  they 
prevent  others  from  storing  corn.    They 
would  not  permit  the  warehousing  of  it 
when  it  was  demanded,   not  for  sale  at 
home,    but    for    speculation  to  be  sold 
abroad ;  yet  always  forming  a  store  that, 
in  case  of  scarcity,  might  be  permitted  to 
be  sold  here.     The  people  are  taxed  for 
tlie  light,  for  their  shoes,  for  every  neces- 
sary, and  to  do  what?  To  provide  corn 
for  a  time  of  scarcity  ?    No  1    to  pay  a 


premium  for  sending  it  out  of  the  coun- 
tr} ,  for  increasing  its  price,  aiid  incurring 
the  'hazard   of  scarcity.     The  absurdities 
of  the  bill  in  its  drawing  up  were  endless. 
Whether  the  committee  did  not  choose  to 
tell  all  they  knew,  when  they  talked  of  30 
millions  being  paid  for  corn  imported  in 
13  years,  or    it   was   th^'ir  ignorance,  he 
could  not  tell.     But  it-  was  54  millions, 
that  the  importation  of  corn  in   13  years 
had  cost.     The  bill  in  one  part  refers  to 
the  schedule,    as    to   a  regulation    about 
barley ;  and  the  word  barley  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  part  referred  to.     The  house 
had  heard  of  **  giants  refreshed."    They 
who   drew  up   this   bill    must   have  been 
"  refreshed*'  with  barley  when  they  did  so. 
Et  cetera  had  been  made  legally  to. mean 
biscuits.     They  had  taken  into  their  heads 
to  settle  the  relative  value  of  English  and 
Irish  currency.     They  lirst  declare  that  to 
be  as  12  to  13,  and  then  they  find  that  12 
to  13  is  as  9  to  9;  afterwards  as  10  to  10, 
and  then  as  14  to  16\  and  lastly  as  l6  to 
18.     The  learned  lord   on  the  woolsack 
could  do  nothing  with  this  heap  of  absur., 
dities,  with  all   his  ingenuity;  and   if  he 
could  amend  it,,  it  would  be  kicked  out  of       ^ 
the   other   house;    and   he   would    rather 
their  lordships  had  the  honour  of  kicking 
it   out.     He   would    not  compliment  the 
bill  by  the  delicacy  of  postponing  it  till 
this  day  3  months.     He  would  move  that 
it  be  immediately  rejected.     He  implored 
their  lordships  not  to  pursue  this  measure. 
Two  objections  had   been  raised  against 
granaries  for  corn.  They  might  be  burned, 
it  was  said  ;  but  he  had  invented  a  means 
that  rendered  that  impossible,  and  it  was 
open  to  all  the  public.     The  expence  of 
building  granaries  was  another  objection. 
He  did  not  want  govt,  to  sell  at  a  loss,' 
but  at  a  small  protit,  which  might  be  a 
revenue,    and  yet  corn  on   the  average 
cheaper.    Beside,  let  govt,  turn  the  bar- 
racks into  granaries.   There  was  no  longer 
any  use  for  them.    The  system  of  vigour 
beyond  the  law,  and  of  making  the  people 
dumb,   and  the  soldiers  dea^  was  done 
with.     The  people  could   not  be  made 
dumb  on  the  subject  of  com.     The  fa* 
ther,   when  he   sees   his  wife  dying  for 
want,  and  his  children  crying  for  bread, 
cannot  be  dumb.     And  the  soldier  cannot 
now  be  made  deaf,  for,  thank  God !  the 
people  themselves  are  now  soldiers. — His 
lordship  concluded  with'  moving,  that  all 
the  words  after  •*  be''  should  be  left  out, 
and  the  word  "  rejected"  ioserted. 
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Lord  Hmckesbmy  siud,  be  would  not 
take  up  much  of  their  lordships'  time,  but 
be  trusted  that  they  would  indulge  him  in 
making  a  few  observations  on  what  fell 
from  the  noble  Earl.  Much  of  what  he 
bad  addressed  to  their  lordships  was  wholly 
irrelevant  to  the  bill  before  them,  and  it 
would  neither  be  proper  in  him,  or  re- 
spectful to  their  lordships,  to  follow  the 
noble  Earl  through  many  of  th^  topics  that 
he  had  so  unnecessarily  introduced,  and 
the  mention  of  which  he  was  convinced 
was  not  calculated  to  afford  great  satisfac- 
tion to  many  noble  lords  who  heard  him. 
The  noble  earl  had  appeared  disposed' 
to  hear  his  sentiments  on  the  bill,  before 
he  had  commenced  ^e  very  extraordinary 
speech  which  he  had  just  concluded.  Had 
tlie  measure  now  before  the  house  been 
originally  introduced  or  recommended  by 
the  govt.,  he  would  have  thou^t  it  his 
duty,  or  thac  of  some  of  the  noble  lords 
around  him,  his  colleagues  in  office,  to 
explain  the  principles  and  grounds  upon 
which  they  proposed  it.  But  when  it  was 
a  measure  growing  out  of  a  common  and 
general  interest,  which  many  persons  of 
great  respectability  in  another  house  felt 
upon  the  subject,  he  did  not  think  that  it 
could  with  decency  be  required  of  him  to 
give  any  further  support  to  it,  than  what 
was  due  from  him,  as  an  individual  in  the 
legislature,  to  the  principles  of  a  measure 
that  he  approved.  His  lordship  would  not 
then  go  into  an  examination  of  what  he 
knew  some  of  the  most  respect^le  and 
enlightened  men  in  the  country  maintain- 
ed, namely,  that  it  would  be  wiser  in  the 
legislature  to  abstain  from  all  legislation 
Upon  the  article  of  corn,  and  to  leave  the 
trade  respecting  it  as  free  as  it  was  in  any 
other  commodity.  He  also  knew  many  in- 
telligent nien  who  maintained  the  con- 
trary position,,  and  insisted  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  principle  of  regulation.  He 
would  not  venture  to  give,  at  that  moment, 
a^ny  opinion  upon  so  difficult  aini  import- 
ant a  question,  but  content  himself  with 
briefly  stating  the  objects  of  the  bill  as 
they  appeared  to  him.  The  great  o^eet 
of  the  bill  was  first  to  render  the  prices  of 
corn  steady,  and  to  counteract,  as  far  as 
legislation  could  effect  it,  the  dangers 
and  inconveniences  of  frequent  fluctuation ; 
that  was  one  object  of  the  bill.  The  next- 
was  to  encourage  agriculture,  by^adopting 
such  nteasures  as  may  afford  the  farmer  an 
Opportunity  of  obtaining  a  fair  profit  for 
his  labour  and  his  capital.  Their  lord- 
ahipsy  from  recent  experience,  must  be 


deeply  impressed  with  the  great  disadvan^ 
tages  arising  from  fluctuations,  which,  in 
the  course  of  a  fdw  years,  prevailed  to  the 
enormous  disproportion  of  between  438, 
and  156s.,  the  prices  of  the  quarter  of  corn 
at  two  periods.  The  best  aecarity  that  thi 
country  could  have  against  fitmine,  laying 
out  of  consideration  the  accidents  of  rea- 
sons, against  which  human  precaution  wai 
of  no  avail,  was  to  encourage  the  farmei 
to  cultivate  as  much  of  the  soil  as  hi 
could.  If  he  had  an  opportunity  of  dis 
posing  of  that  surplus  produce  which  Yh 
drew  from  his  farm  in  a  year  of  abundance 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  he  wouh 
not  cultivate  to  the  same  extent  the  nex 
year,  and  thus  out  of  plenty  would  arisi 
the  causes  of  future  scarcity.  To  preven 
the  possible  recurrence  of  those  calami 
ties  was  the  real  object  of  the  biU,  and  ool 
as  the  noble  Earl  had  stated,  to  raiie  th 
price  of  com  by  creating  an  intentions 
and  artificial  scarcity.  Air  to  the  noU 
EsltYs  idea  of  establishing  warebouees,  a 
he  had  not  gone  sufficiently  into  the  de 
tails  of  his  plan,  it  was  impoesibte  for  hit 
either  to  disagree  or  coincide  with  bin 
Possibly  such  a  system  mi^t  have  bee 
advantageously  employed  in  Geneva,  i 
Switzerland,  in  Holland,  or  in  other  ttnai 
states,  but  he  was  apprehensive  it  woul 
not  answer  in  a  country  possessing  th 
wealth  and  population  of  England.  It  ws 
proposed  by  the  bill,  that  a  bounty  thoul 
be  granted  ^n  the  exportation  of  corr 
when  the  average  price  of  it  should  be  ut 
reasonably  low ;  that  the  exportation  of 
should  be  permitted  when  tlie  averag 
price  even  became  higher;  but  tbs 
whenever  it  should  attain  a'  certai 
price,  which  was  considered  as  tenc 
ing  to  scarcity,  then  exportation  shoul 
be  absolutely  prohibited.  Again,  when 
ever  it  should  get  up  to  that  price,  ioi 
portatfon  should,  be  permitted^  By  thoc 
regulations,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  tb 
prices  would  be  kept  tolerably  steady 
that  great  fluctutlions  would  he  preventer 
that  the  fanner  would  have  a  .reasonabi 
chance  for  a  fair  profit  upon  his  industry 
and  that  ^riculture  would  be  encourages 
which  experience  hadTshewn  to  be  the  be 
security  against  scarcity.  The  present  wj 
not  the  time  to  disturb  our  whoje  intern 
systiem,  and  to  make  innovationsi  upc 
tbe  corn  laws ;  whidi,  whether  wisely  i 
not,  be  would  npt  then  debate,  bad  grov^ 
up  within  the  last  100  years,  and  were  coi 
sirdered  by  many  as  the  immedUate  cau 
'of  the  national  prosperity •^-'His  lerd^h 
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then  combated  the  argument  of  the  noble 
Early  that  scarcity  had  been  produced  by 
the  wars  in  which  the  country  had  been 
engaged,  and  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a 
reference  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
that  the  average  prices  of  corn,  for  the  last 
30  years,  were  not  greater  in  time  of  war, 
than  in  the  corresponding  years  of  peace. 
His  Lordship  concluded,  by  voting  for  the 
fid  reading  of  the  bill,  which  he  regarded 
as  a  most  important  improvement  upon  the 
ftystem  of  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the 
corn  trade.  ^ 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  would  not,  by  a 
ft>und*about  way,  move  as  an  amendment, 
*^  that  this  bill  be  read  a  2d  time  this  day 
3  months,"  but  such  was  his  abhorrence  of 
it,  that  he  would  move,  *<  that  it  be  re- 
jected." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  be  did  not  see 
how  this  question  could  be  put  without 
moving  that  the  other  words  be  left  out. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  there  were  two  ways 
of  making  an  amendment,  which  he  could 
ahew^  from  the  journals  of  the  house,  he 
had  ^antecedently  proved.  The  one  was 
by  leaving  out  words  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  others?  the  other,  by  inserting 
words  in  order  that  others  mi^t  be  left 
out.  He  nK)ved,  therefore,  that  the  word 
♦*  rejected,"  be  inserted  after  the  word  be." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  now  un- 
derstood the  meaning  of  the  noble  liOrd, 
and  read  tkne  question  as  moved. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  then  rose,  and 
spoke  to  the  following  purport;—^'  My 
lords,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  we  have 
been  induced  to  legislate  further  in  the 
case  of  corn  than  is  consistent  with  true 
policy,  or  calculated  to  promote  the  real 
interests  of  the  community,  I  think  that 
the  legislature  would  in  this  case,  as  in  all 
others  which  concern  matters  of  trade,  act 
most  wisely  by  leaving  corn,  like  all  other 
articles,  to  find  its  own  level •  The  only 
difference  lies  between  the  two  extremes  of 
▼ery  low  prices,  and  of  very  high  prices. 
In  the  latter  ca^,  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people  suffer  extremely ;  in  the  former,  the 
fermersbr  growers  of  the  corn' are  the  suf- 
ferers. I  admit  it  is  extremely  desirable, 
both  these  extremes  should,  if  possible,  be 
avoided  ;  but  I  think  that  neither  of  them 
can  be  fairly  deduced  to  be  of  a  permanent 
Bature.  In  some  years  we  have  certainly 
peen  instances  where  the  price  of  corn  was 
•o  very  low,  that  it  was  scarcely  worth  the 
]abour  and  expence  attending  it,  and  as 
•ucb  the  farmer  had  ooindncemeot  tocul. 


tivateit.  In  other  years,  webtve  agate 
seen  com,  particularly  wheat,  at  so  verf 
high  a  price,  that  the  farmers  must  haf% 
derived  very  considerable  profits  from  ft» 
und,  taking  these,  one  against  the  other,  I 
conceive  that  the  average  will  be  found  t$ 
be  such  as  not  to  discourage  the  firmer 
from  his  accustomed  pursuit  of  cultivattn^ 
the  growth  of  com.  My  lords,  where  ther6 
are  a  great  many  mouths  that  have  beett 
accustomed  to  eat  bread,  there  must  te 
a  correspondent  demand  for  corn;  and 
therefore  the  legislature  ought  to  be  parti^ 
cularly  careful,  that  in  any  acts  they  pasi 
on  this  subject,  they  do  not  take  aiiy  Udf^ 
which  may  tend  to  drive  the  com  out  <sf 
the  country.  In  my  opinion,  my  lordi^ 
they  should  rather  endeavour  to  devise 
means  of  preserving  the  superabundanoft 
of  a  plentiful  yeari'  in  order  to  answor  th^ 
failure  which  may  take  place  in  the  case  of 
a  year  of  comparative  scarcity.  And  here^ 
my  lords,  1  cannot  but  notice  that  the  ob* 
servations  of  the  noble  Earl  (Stanhope> 
respecting  public  granaries  have  not,  Itt 
my  opinion,  been  sufficiently  answered  bf 
the  noble  sec.  of  state.  The  noble  sec.  of 
state  has  said,  that  the  example  of  sacfa  4 
state  as  that  of  the  small  republic  of  Gt^ 
neva  could  not  be  adopted  lo  the  interest* 
of  a  great  nation,  like  the  united  kingdomi 
of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  tiiis  respect, 
I  must,  my  lords,  incline  to  the  opmion  of 
the  noble  earl,  fbr  we  have  no  occasion  to 
confine  ovrselves  to  the  modem  example 
of  Switzerland.  If  we  look  to  the  practice 
of  the  ancients,  and  resort  to  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  most  eminent  writers  on  the  na 
rustku  of  the  Egyptians,  we  shall  find  that 
they  made  use  of  the  same  practice  of 
storing  and  preserving  their  com  in  grana- 
ries. We  shall  find,  that  great  care  waa 
taken  in  this  respect,  that  the  com  waft 
deposited  in  a  state  of  perfect  dryness  ifl 
the  ear,  and  in  the  granaries,  the  walls  of 
which  were  veiy  thick,  and  the  roofs  pro«i 
portionflCtely  secure  from  the  effects  of  baci 
weather ;  and  thus  defended,  the  com  waa 
kept  for  50  aiid  even  a  100  years,  in  aa 
perfect  a  state  as  when  it  was  first  put 
there  for  the  purpose  of  preservation.  I 
will,  however,  allow  that  this  .argument, 
applied  to  this  country,  is  an  entire  new 
system,  and  so  far  I  agree  with  the  noble 
sec.  of  state,  that  it  is  not  strictly  applica- 
ble to  the  present  bill.  I  am,  however,  of 
opinion  that  we  should  be  extremely  cau* 
tious  how  we  attempt  to  interfere  in  mak-* 
ing  parliaoieiitary  regulationsi  as  to  tho^ 
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price  of  eorn,  and,  from  that,  adopting  a 
^stem  of  exportation  and  importation.  I 
mm  afraid,  as  I  said  before,  that  we  have 
gone  too  far  on  that  subject,  and  I  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble 
jour  lordships  with  these  observations. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  said,  he  had  lis- 
tened with  particular  attention  and  satis- 
iactioQ  to  the  noble  sec  of  state,  while  he 
detailed  those  observations  which  he  might 
recollect,  became  the  subject  of  his  con- 
versation more  than  once  with  the  noble 
lord  and  a  noble  earl,  a  near  relative  of 
bia  (the  Earl  of  Liverpool),  whom  he  now 
legretted  he  did  not  see  in  his  place.  He 
ivas  proud  to  hear  the  noble  sec  convey  to 
Iheir  lordships,  in  so  clear  and  impressive 
m  manner,  sentiments  in  which  he  coiu 
curred  respecting  one  of  the  most  im. 
portent  interests  of  the  country.  Every 
ipyllable  the  noble  lord  had  uttered,  he 
^ly  coincided  in,  and  he  was  persuaded, 
that  it  was  only  by  acting  upon  those  prin. 
e^les,  that  the  subsistence  of  the  people 
0[  the  united  kingdom  could  be  secured 
ieyond  all  risks,  but  those  that  nught  be 
produced  by  the  vicissitudes  of  bad  sea- 
|K>iM**-The  question  .was  then  put  on  the 
IKoeiidment,  when  the  contents  were,  1 — 
lion  cont^ts  ^i.  The  original  question 
was  then  put  and  carried,  ^d  the  bill  was 
cordered  to  h^  committed  to-morrow,— 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 

Mmdtty^  July  J6\ 
-  pVIiNUTES.] — LordMar^ham  presented 
m  petition  from  Cyprian  Willock,  who  had 
been  committed  tQ  Newgate,  for  prevari- 
cation before  the  Middlesex  Election  com- 
mittee, expressing  contrition  for  his  of- 
lenee,  and  praying  to  be  discharged  out  of 
custody.  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Mar- 
fhwin,  he  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  on 
Wednesday,  in  ordpr  to  be  discharged. — 
The  house,  in,  a  conunittee,  b^ard  wit- 
.  nesses  on  Tighe's  Divorce  bill ;  when  the 
Speaker  observed  that  there  were  certain 
parties  concerned  in  that  bijl,  whose  pre- 
tence was  necessary ;  that  the  notice  re- 
quiring their  attendance  had  not  been  sent 
ofi  till  Saturday  ;  and  that,  as  they  had  to 
come  all  the  way  from  Chester,  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  them  to  be  present  that 
day ;  he  therefore  moved,  **  that  the  chair- 
man report  progress;"  ordered,  and  the 
committee  was  ordered  to  sit  again  to- 
morrow.— ^The  Woolwich  Ordnance  bill; 
the  AccQ^ntapt  C^neniVs  bill];  (he  Eng. 


lish  Vote  of  Credit  bill ;  the  Irish  Vote 
Credit  bill,  and  the  London  Docks  hi! 
were  read  a  3d  time,  and  passed.—- A  pc 
son  from  the  Mint,  brought  up  an  accou 
of  the  quantity  of  silver  bullion  broug 
there,  and  the  quantity  of  silver  coiD< 
there,  from  the  1.9th  of  March  1797, 
the  25th  of  Dec.  1803.  Ordered  to  lie  i 
the  table. — ^The  Consolidated  Fund  bi 
and  the  Bahama  Islands  Salt  Exportati< 
bill,  were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  res 
a  3d  time  to-morrow. — In  considering  li 
amendments  made  by  the  Lords ^  in  tl 
Felons'  Apprehension  bill.— The  Speak 
observed,  there  was  one  in  that  clause 
the  bill  which  went  to  regulate  tlie  mode 
defraying  the  expences  of  apprehend ii 
felons  who  should  pass  from  Ireland  to  ( 
Britain.  The  amendment  was  to  defray  tl 
expence  of  apprehending  those  passii 
from  G.  Britain  to  Ireland,  and  it  was  oi 
of  such  a  nature,  as  infringed  on  the  pri\ 
leges  of  the  house.  But  it  appeared  fro 
the  preamble  of  the. bill,  that  such  a  pr 
vision  was  to  have  been  made :  and  if  tl 
bouse  thought  that  what  tlje  Lords  hj 
done  was  in  furtherance  of  tiie  intentio] 
of  the  commpns,  they  would  then  agr< 
to  the  amendment.— -The  question  was  tht 
put,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  t 
The  Speaker  tlien  observed,  that  this  pr< 
ceeding  was  conformable  to  tlie  rules  ar 
usages  of  the  house  ;  but  that  in  order  i 
guard  against  any  apprehension  or  erro 
it  would  b^  necessary  to  make  a  speci 
entry  of  tlie  case  on  the  joumals.-^M 
Williams,  from  the  Board  of  Naval  Ii 
quiry,  presented  the  fith  report  of  tl 
Commissioners  of  Naval  Inquiry,  whic 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  1 
printed.— On  the  motion  of  the  Attorm 
General,  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  a« 
ministration  of  Justice  was  read  a  2d  tim 
and  ordered  for  commitment  to-morrow 
— On  the  motion  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  tl 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  farther  coi 
sideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  c 
the  E.  India  AccounU,  was  postponed  ti 
Thursday  next.  The  reason  of  hb  pos 
polling  this  order,  his  lordship  said,  wa 
that  there  were  certain  papers  he  wou! 
move  for  to  be  laid  before  the  hous 
which  would,  he  was  persuaded,  satisfy  £ 
hon.  gent,  who  had  differed  from  him  c 
this  subject,  and  who  was  not  now  in  h 
place.  His  lordship  gave  notice,  then 
fore,  that  on  Thursday  ne\t  he  would  moi 
for  certain  accounts  relative  to  India.- 
Mr,  Huskisson  presented  cm  ^cQvnt  of  tl 
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balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver- 
General  of  the  Assessed  Taxes  of  G.  Bri- 
tain on  the  5thof  Juiy,  1803,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 
— On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Iluskisson,  the 
house  took  into  farther  consideration  the 
report  of  tlie  Stamp  Duties  bill.  The  se- 
teral  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  ordered  lo  be  read  a  3d  time  to- 
morrow.— ^The  London  Dock  Warehous- 
ing bill  was  read  a  3d  time,  and  passed. — 
Tlrc  Irish  Treasury  Bills  bill  was  read  a  3d 
time  and  passed. — Mr.  Alexander  brought 
up  the  report  of  the  Irish  Revenue  Regula- 
tion bill.  On  the  question  being  put  that 
the  amendments  be  read  a  second  time, 

ISlr.  Hutchinson  rose  to  object  to  the 
measure  as  one  that  had,  he  conceived,  no 
tendency  to  promote  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land. It  would  bear  hard,  he  said,  along 
with  another  bill  now  before  the  house,  on 
the  Irish  distillers.  He  complained  also, 
that  the  Irish  distillers  had  not  had  tigie  to 
remonstrate  against  those  measures,  they 
havii>g  been  taken,  in  some  degree,  by 
surprise.  He  complained  also,  that  the 
exportation  of  spirits  was  not  permit- 
ted from  Ireland  in  vessels  of  less  than  a 
hundred  tons,  whereas  in  Scotland,  it  was 
permitted  to  export  in  vessels  of  from 
seventy  to  a  hundred.  The  distillers,  he 
contended,  should  be  permitted  to  import 
into  this  country  any  quantity.  They  had 
expected,  he  said,  this  advantage  from  the 
union,  and  a  greater  capital  had  been  con- 
sequently engaged  in  that  trade.  Should 
any  loss,  therefore,  be  occasioned  by  sub- 
sequent regulations,  some  provision  ought 
to  be  tnade  for  compensation.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  brought 
forward  this  measure,  how  far  it  might  be 
proper  to  delay  the  period  of  its  commence- 
m«nt. — ^The  amendments  were  then  read  a 
2d  time,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
Sd  time  to-morrow. 

[Additional  Force  Amendment 
Bill] — On  the  motion  that  this  bill  be 
read  a  3d  time. 

Col.  Crat^ord  rose,  he  said,  in  order  to 
ask  a  question  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite to  him.  This  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts  exist- 
ing in  a  former  act  relative  to  purchasing 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tions; he  wished,  therefore,  to  know  if,  by 
the  introduction  of  such  a  bill  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  it  was  intended  to 
proceed  to  the  erection  of  any  particular 


fortifications  or  military  works,  against  i 
next  session  of  parliament  ? 

The  CkanceUor  rf  the  Exchequer  sal 
that  the  legislature  had  already  thoug 
proper  to  grant  powers  for  that  purpos< 
but  these  not  being  sufficiently  explicit,  t 
present  act  was  intended  to  amend  a 
render  this  more  effective.  I'hese  k 
proveraents  were  therefore  in  trod  uc 
upon '  general  grounds,  and  had  no  reA 
encc  to  any  particular  procedure. 

Col.  Cravford  then  said,  that  if  1 
Majesty's  ministers  had  any  object  in  co 
templation,  he  should  certainly  think 
his  duty  to  move,  that  an  account  of  t 
expences  thereof  should  be  laid  before  pj 
liament.  It  was  certainly  the  duty  of  n 
nisters  to  inform  the  house  of  then*  inte 
tions,  in  order  that  the  necessary  expen 
might  be  provided,  and  the  publfc  moB 
not  voted  away  without  the  consent  of  pt 
liament,  upon  a  proper  estimate,  so  far 
the  same  could  be  made  up.  He  suspect 
that  some  works  of  that  nature  had  alrea 
been  erected  during  the  present  war,  wit 
out  any  such  estimates  being  put  in. 

Sir  W,  Fulteney  said,  that  as  his  Maj< 
ty's  Cbaiicellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ji 
now  told  the  house,  that  the  present  b 
was  brought  in  only  upon  general  groun< 
he  was  led  tb  imagine,  that  no  particul 
exertion  was  to  be  looked  for  before  t 
meeting  of  parliament  next  session.  1 
thought,  that  from  the  conduct  of  ministi 
themselves,  the  general  opinion  of  t 
country  had  been  of  late  greatly  relaxc 
as  to  the  apprehension  of  invasion.  I 
Majesty's  ministers,  unless  they  had  rea 
good  reasons  for  thinking  the  dangers  d 
so  pressing,  ought,  on  the  contrary, 
have  endeavoured  to  have  kept  up  the  ze 
public  spirit,  and  energy  of  the  coanti 
We  certainly  had  already  been  making  gre 
prepartions,  but  he  might  ask,  had  not  t 
enemy  also  been  making  vast  preparatioi 
so  as  to  keep  pace  "^th  us  in  every  par 
cular?  On  the  whole,  he  was  led  to  im 
gine,:  that  the  country  was  not  at  this  pi 
sent  moment  properly  awake  to  a  ji 
sense  of  its  dangers. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  that  he  understo 
some  months  ago  that  fortifications  w( 
to  be  made,  and  he  thought  them  v€ 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  count] 
He  would  wish  to  know  why  such  plans 
bad  been  formerly  approved  of  by  the  ri^ 
hon.  gent.  himseU/ bad  not  been  carri 
into  elect* 
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Tbe  CianetUor  rf  tJk  Exchequer  said, 
fte  had  never  meant  to  asaertt  as  tbe  hon. 
^art.  insinuated  be  had  done,  thataU  dan- 
ger of  invasion  was  over.  He  oertainly 
thought  that  considerable  progress  had 
'  been  n^Mtde  to  bring  forward  our  force  to  a 
atate  of  as  great  perfection  as  possible; 
and  he  trustedt  that  our  means  of  doing  so 
wer9  yet  increasing.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  find  aoypeniou  imagine  that  our  present 
situation  did  not  still  require  our  utmost 
fnergy  and  exertion*  Upon  the  very  last 
^^lication  for  a  vote  of  credit,  the  coud* 
try  had  been  represented  as  in  very  great 
danger.  He  could  assure  tbe  hon.  gent, 
opposite  to  him»  that  he  had  not  changed 
his  mind  as  to  the  necessity  of  usmg  every 
means  he  had  formerly  approved  of  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  that  every 
thing  that  could  possibly  be  suggested  by 
the  most  skilful  military  men  would  be  at* 
tended  to, — The  bill  was  then  read  a  3d 
^me  and  passed* 

[Irish  Spirits  WAiiEHousiNG  Bill  ] 
•-On  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Irish  Spirits  Warehousing  bill, 

Col.  Hutchinson  said,  since  this  subject 
was  discussed  before,  he  had  received 
communications  from  distillers  in  Ireland, 
stating,  that  they  Were  liable  to  be  ag- 
grieved by  the  measure.  Many  had,  since 
the  union,  speculated  on  those  advantages 
which  were  now  about  to  be  taken  away; 
and  one  house  had  vested  tbe  sum  of 
9000L  in  such  a  peculation ;  perhaps  it 
might  hereafter  be  fit  to  consider  how  far 
these  parties  were  entitled  to  a  compensa- 
tion. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  if 
persons  had  thought  proper  to  speculate  in 
sums  of  money,  on  the  strength  of  what 
they  might  gain  in  consequence  of  the  act 
of  union,  that  was  no' ground  why  any  un- 
reasonable advantages,  which  they  might 
have  enjoyed,  should  be  continued  any 
longer. — ^The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill* 

Cpl.  Hutchinson  wished  to  put  off  for 
€  weeks  longer,  the  period  at  which  the 
bill  was  to  take  effect.  This  was  op- 
posed by 

Mr.  Ormeby^  who  observed,  that  the  ad- 
tantage  to  the  distiller,  of  warehousing  his 
spirits,  was  one  which  ought  not  to  be  de- 
layed a  day  longer  than  could  be  avoided. 
—The  bill  then  passed  the  committee,  and 
tbe  report  was'ordered  to  be  recei^d  to- 
morrow.—Adjourned* 


HOUSB   OF   LORnS* 


Tuesday^  July  17./  • 

[MiHiTTES.]— The  Civil  List,  Ordnanc 
and  Adjutant  General's  Office  Fraukin 
and  the  Poultry  Compter  bills,  were  res 
a  3d  time  and  passed. — ^The  London  D 
fence  bill,  and  tbe  Irish  Vote  of  Credi 
with  several  private  bills,  were  brought  \ 
from  the  Commons^  and  read  a  first  tim 
— On  the  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Clarenc 
the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  coo 
mittee  on  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  bill,  w 
postponed  uutil  Thursday  next. — 1l\ 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  appeal  from  tl 
court  of  sessions  in  Scotland,  brought  I 
Arrot  V  Keir  and  others,  after  a  few  obse 
vations,  moved  that  the  judgment  of  tl 
court  below  should  be  affirmed. 

[Cork  Trade  Bill.]— The  order 
the  day  being  read  for  the  house  to  resol 
itself  into  a  conmiittee  of  the  whole  hou 
on  the  Corn  Trade  bill, 

Eifrl  Stanhope  moved,  according  to  t 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Chalmf 
which  had  been  on  their  lordships'  tat 
some  days,  that  the  said  Mr.  Chalmer 
heard  by  himself  or  Counsel. 

Lord  Hawkeshury  opposed  this,  On  t 
ground,  that  no  individual  had  a  right  to 
heard  against  a  bill,  merely  because  his  i 
terest  was  affected,  without  stating  h< 
bis  individual  interest  was  likely  ta  be  i 
jured  by  the  operation  of  the  bill.  It  w 
not  enough  for  any  one  to  say,  that  his  i 
terest  was  affected,  because  it  affected  t 
trade  in  which  he  was  concerned.  If  tl 
was  allowed,  it  would  be  impossible 
bring  forward  with  effect  any  bill  of  reg 
lation,  because  the  interests  of  one  pers 
or  another  must  always  be  affected  by  su 
bills  in  a  certain  degree. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it  was  1 
wish,  in  all  bills  which  passed  through  tl 
house,  the  utmost  latitude  should  be  give 
that  could  with  propriety,  to  every  pers 
being  fairly  and  impartially  heard  against 
bill  by  which  his  individual  interest  mi^ 
be  affected.  In  the  present  instance, 
did  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  Iw 
the  petitioner,  either  by  himself  or  coiins 
in  the  stage  in  which  the  bill  then  was.  1 
thou^t,  however,  tliere  was  a  middle  pa 
which  might  be  pursued,  by  which  the  f 
titioner  might  have  the  same  advantage 
if  be  was  heard  now.  The  bouse  vci\{ 
agree' that  he  should  be  heard  in  soxpe  \ 
ture  Btagp  of  the  bill.  On  tbe  report,  j 
instance  \  and  be  might  *m  the  mean  tii 
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pr^seot  a  supplementary  petition,  stating 
Jiow^  and  iu  what'  uiaaoer,  his  individual 
ielerest  was  affected  by  the  bill. 

Earl  Slanhopts  abjecttid  .to  this.  He  saw 
no  reason,  lie  said,"  for  deferring  the  hear- 

.  ing  of  this. petition  to  a  future  btage  of  the 
bill.  He  hud  a  positive  objeciion  to  it ;  for, 
as  the  matter  now  stood,  if  ^he  petitioner 
was  heard,  it  might  be  that  his  case  would 
warrant  an  alteration  in  the  bill ;  whereas, 
if  it  was  postponed  to  a  future  stage,  such 
alteration  could  ucit  be  made  ;  besides,  he 
'bad  a  right,  if  the  pjftsent  petition  was  not 
teard,  or  produced  no  effect,  to  offer  ano- 

.iber  petition  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the 
bill,  and  he  could  derive  all  the  advantage 
which  the  noble  and  learned  lord  m«eant 
to  give  liim,  jDven  after  tlie  present  petition 
should  be  heard.  He  wished,  however,  to 
take  .the  sense  of  tlie  house  on  this  matter, 
as  it  would  enable  him  to  regulate  his  pro- 
ceeding next  session  on  the  question  of  the 
filav^  trade;    and,  therefore,    though   he 

.  would  not  divide  the  house,-  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  it  on  the  question. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Clarence  said,  he  had  paid  the 
Utmost  att4'ntion  to  this  business,  and  was 
surprised  to  fii^d  that  the  noble  earl  had 
not  brought  it  forward  on  the  2d  reading 
of. the  bill.  The  petition,'  he  found,  went 
directly  against  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and,  as  such,  was  not  proper  to  be  brought 
forward  in  the  committee.  It  should  have 
been  on  the  2d  reading,  or  it  might  be 
heard  either  on  the  report,  or  against  the 
3d  reading  of  the  bill.  He  should,  there- 
fore oppose  the  petition  being  heard  hi  the 

.  present  instance.^-*The  question  that  the 
petitioner  be  heard  by  himself  or  counsel, 
was  then  put  ajid  negatived.  After  which 
the  hou^e  resolved  itself  into,  a  committee 
on  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  several 
amendments  were  made  to  the  bill.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  the  amendments, 
and  the  report  or<lered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  to-morrow, — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday y  Juki  17, 

[M^NUT^s.]— The  bill  to  regulate  the 
fcsue  of  Habeas  Corpus  ad  te^Hficandumy 
was  reported,  and  .ordered  to.be  reml  a  3d 
time  tp-morrow.— The  Naseau  Salt  Ex- 
portation .bill  was  read  a  3d  time  .and 
.parsed. — Tigbe's  Divorce  bill  went  through 
ijLCPq;)p[)ittejg,.  in  vbich  joritoes^fts  sveze.e;^* 

Vol.  n. 


amined,  and  counsel  were  heard  ^  tatbe 
ddultery.  7  he  report  was  received,  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  read  a  5d  time  and  passed. 
r^A  liiessagiB  from  the  Lords  stated  their 
lordshij>s'  assent  to  the  Civil  List  bill,  J,he 
Quarter-miister  General,  &c.  franking.biU, 
the  Irish  Small  Notes  itegulatiou  bill,  the 
Poultry  Compter  Prisoners  Removal  biM,  * 
and  the  Soutliwark  Lighting  and  Paving 
bill.— The  Irisli  QtHces  Fees  Regulation 
bill  was  committed,  and  the  report,  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow. — 
Lord  Marsham  moved  the  order  of  the 
i^ny  for  tlie  farther  considei'ation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  upon  the  last 
Middlesex  election.  Upon  the  order  be- 
ing read,  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  ^s 
the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before 
tlie  committee,  relative  , to  the  conduct  qf 
the  sheriffs,  were  not  yet  printed,  and  as 
it  was  impossible  that  they  could  be  ready 
in  due  time  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  enable  the  house  fairly  and  fully 
to  examine  this  important  sutiject,  h« 
would  propose  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  it  till  the  next  session. 
The  noble  lord  then  moved  the  following 
resolutions :  1st,  "  That  it  appears  to  the 
house,  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  farthef*  consideration  of  this 
report  in  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment. 2d,  That  it  will  be  highly  expe- 
dient to  proceed  to  the. farther  considera- 
tion of  the  same  as  early  as  possible  in 
the  next  session."  These  resolutions  were 
adopted,  and  the  order  of  course  dis- 
charged.— The  Irish  Revenue  Regulation 
bill  was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — The 
report  of  the  committee  upon  the  Irisli 
Warehousing  Spirit  bill  was  brought  up, 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  3d  time  to-morro\y. — Mr.  liuskisson 
move<f ,  that  the  adjourned  debate  on  tli^*. 
finance  resolutions  should  be  farther  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next.  Or-dered. — Mr. 
Huskisson  presented  a  return  of  the  qua- 
liiications  of  deputy  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties, pursuant  to  act  of  parliamer^.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tables  also,  accopiiis 
of  tlifi  number  ol  captains  in  tlie  milithi 
not  qualified ;  also,  an  account  of  the  as-* 
rears  and  current  balances  of  the  excise , 
from  Jan.  1803.  Ordered  to  lie  on  ti»e 
table. 

[I  N  B  t  A  B  u DO ET.] — Mr.  Printtp  sceiijg 
the  noble  lord  in  his  place,  to  whom  the 
principal  direction  of  the  affairs  of  tlie  li. 
India  Company  were  committed,  r^  4o, 
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ask,  wliether  it  would  not  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  bouse,  and  the  full  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  that  the  papers 
whu  ti  were  necessary  to  the  farther  dis- 
cussion of  the  India  budget,  should  be 
laid  on  the  Uble  before  Thursday,  the 
day  on  which  that  discussion  was  fixed, 
In  order  that  those  papers  should  be  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  house,  and  thai 
members  who  were  disposed  to  deliver 
their  opinions  upon  the  interesting  ques- 
tion to  which  they  relerred,  should  come 
forward  prepared  to  speak  upon  their  me- 
rits. With  a  view  to  this  he  submitted  it 
to  the  candour  of  the  noble  lord,  whether 
it  would  not  be  right  to  present  these  pa- 
pers this  evening  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated,  that  the  pa- 
pers relative  to  the  subject  to  which  the 
hon.  member  alluded,  were  not  quite 
ready.  He  had  also  to  mention  that  his 
mind  was  not  yet  made  up  as  to  the  pre- 
cise accounts  which  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  the  house  upon  this  occasion,  but  on 
Thursday  he  should  be  prepared  to  bring 
them  forward. 

[Volunteer  Officers  Bill.] — ^The 
Attorney  General  said,  that  as  an  opinion 
had  gone  abroad,  justified,  iu  a  great 
measure,  by  the  words  of  the  late  Volun- 
teer Consolidation  act,  that  officers  of 
volunteer  corps,  who  received  Ihe  march- 
ing guineas  for  men  going  on  permanent 
duty,  &c.  were  to  be  considered  as  public 
accomptants,  and  therefore  liable  to  be 
called  on  by  the  commissioners  for  audit- 
ing public  accounts,  which  must  be  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  to  those 
gent,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  the  act  alluded 
to  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  Giles  suggested  to  the  learned  gent, 
the  propriety  of  introducing  into  this  act 
some  clause  to  remove  the  doubts  which 
prevailed  as  to  the  power  of  assessing  the' 
quota  to  be  furnished  by  each  parish  under 
the  j\,dditional  Force  act.  According  to 
the  ptcvisions  of  the  supplementary  mili- 
tia, and  army  of  reserve  acts,  a  deduction 
was  to  be  made  in  the  quotas  of  parishes, 
according  to  the  number  of  balloted  men 
belonging  to  volunteer  corps  in  each  pa- 
rish. The  Additional  Porce  act,  which 
professed  to  be  founded  upon  a  similar 
principle,  although  it  superseded  the  ope- 
ration  of  those  acts,  was  in  his  judgment 
defective,  and  required  an  alteration  upon 
the  point  he  referred  to. 


The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  thoc 
there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for 
alteration  which  the  learned  member 
commended,  as  it  must  appear,  fron 
full  consideration  of  the  terms  of  the 
that  in  fixing  the  quota  for  each  par 
reference  was  to   be  always  had  to 
number  of  volunteers  it  furnished. — ' 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  broi 
in  to  explain  the  said  act,  so  far  as  it 
lates  to  money  received  by  the  officer 
volunteer  corps,  for  the  use  of  such  co 
and  that  such  officers  shall  not  be  deei 
public  accomptants,   &c.     The  bill 
read  a  1st  and  2d  time,  and  committed 
to-morrow. 

Stamp  DutiesBill.]— On  the  o 
of  the  day  for  the  3d  reading  of  the  St; 
Duties  bill, 

Mr.  Fonhlanque  rose  to  state,  thai 
had  heard  nothing  advanced  during 
progress  of  the  bill,  which  could  inc 
him  to  think  the  measure  could  in 
respect  be  justified,  especially  that  pai 
it  which  relates  to  the  tax  on  law  proci 
ings.  He  thought,  therefore,  he  was  be 
in  duty  to  oppose  it  in  this  its  last  st 
The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  then  went 
to  recapitulate  the  arguments  he  hac 
veral  times  used  against  the  bill,  and  < 
eluded  by  giving  it  his  decided  negativ 

Mr.  WilberJ'orce  stated,  that  he  hac 
ccived  a  petition  from  some  of  his  coi 
tuents  to  present  lo  the  house  against 
provisions  of  this  bill,  respecting  pro 
sory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange  of  a  si 
amount;  but  he  was  aware  that  he  o 
not  present  any  petition  against  a  tax 
He  would,  however,  read  this  petitio 
a  part  of  his  speech. 

The  Speaker  submitted  to  the  judgr 
of  the  hon.  member,  whether  it  woul 
competent  to  any  member,  accordin 
established  usage,  to  read  a  petition  w 
he  was  not  permitted  to  present.  Su 
proceeding  did  not  appear  as  at  all  < 
sonant  to  the  substance  of  the  order  w 
precluded  the  admission  of  such  petiti 

Mr.  Wilberforce  resumed  and  sec 
that  the  petition  he  referred  to  was  f 
the  traders  of  Yorkshire,  whose  cap 
were  small,  and  whose  transactions  w< 
be  much  itnpeded  and  injured  by  the 
posed  advance  of  taxation;  an  advi 
which  by  no  means  applied  fairly,  as 
tax  upon  bills  from  iOOl.  to  200I.  w£ 
be  only  4s.  while  that  upon  bills  yf  i 
^h  to  301.  was  to  be  U.  6d»     Th%  i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


io6x] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  July  17,  ISO^.-^Statf^  Duties  Bill. 


ii06t 


gent,  strongly  recommended  to  ministers 
to  re-consider  this  subject,  and  not  thus 
jto  aggravate  tlie  difficulties  which  the  small 
capitalists  in  the  woollen  trade  had  to  con- 
tend with. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
sure  that,  upon  a  farther  consideration  of 
this  subject,  the  objections  stated  by  the 
petitioners  alluded  to,  however  respectable 
they  were,  would  be  found  erroneous. 
Proinissory  notes,  he'  said,  would  not  be 
affected,  as  would  appear  from  a  review  ot 
the  schedule,  to  a  just  examination  of 
which  he  referred  those  who  were  disposed 
to  object  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  WilberforQe  said,  that  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  mischievous  tendency  of  the 
tax  he  referred  to,  was  very  generally  felt 
among  the  industrious  and  respectable 
persons  to  whom  he  alluded. 

Mr.  Windham  argued  against  the  bill  on 
the  same  grounds  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
and  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  treatise  (Mr. 
Beutham's)  to  which  he  had  before  advert- 
ed, and  where  he  was  sure,  both  from  what 
he  remembered  of  the  work,  and  what  he 
knew  of  the  writer,  there  would  be  many 
good  arguments  to  this  point,  beyond 
those  which  he  or  others  haxi  urged.  These 
were  indeed  sufficient  fully  to  decide  his 
opinion,  and  to  make  him  glad  to  avail 
himself  of  this-  opportnnity,  as  he  had 
done  of  a  preceding  one,  to  mark  his 
hostility  to  the  measure.  There  were  two 
parts  of  the  bill  to  which  he  meant  parti- 
cularty  to  object:  that  which  levied  a  tax 
directly  upon  one  class  of  people,  the 
attornies ;  and  that  which  went  generally 
to  tax  law  proceedings.  To  tax  a  parti- 
cular class  of  people,  except  upon  the 
idea  that  the  tax  was  not  to  rest  with 
them;  but  through  tliem  to  pass  to  the 
community  at  large,  was  so  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  justice  or  poUcy,  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  argue  against  it. 
It  was  a  mere  robbery,  and  could  proceed 
upon  no  principle  but  that  of  there  is  the 
money,  and  there  we  will  go  to  get  it. 
The  only  pretext  for  the  tax  could  be, 
that  it  would  be  levied  upon  the  clients ; 
and.  that  as  all  men  were  liable  to  become 
clients,  it  was,  in  fact,  a  general  tax*  In 
this  view  it  came  under  the  other  general 
bead  of  a  tax  on  law  proceedings;  where 
certainly  the  character  of  it  was  not  much 
mended;  for  any  thing  more  unjust  or 
impolitic,  more  contrary  to  all  principle, 
tboQ  a  tax  upon  law  proceedings,  couk)  not 


be  conceived.  The  only  possible  case  in. 
which  such  taxes  could  be  justified,  was  that 
in  which  they  were  matters  of  regulation. 
This  might  sometimes  be  necessary,  though 
it  was  always  to  a  degree  objectionable.  It 
was  never  good,  as  he  had  had  occasion  to 
remark  lately  on  a  different  subject  (the 
bill  for  the  disfranchisement  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Aylesbury),  to  mix  in  legisla- 
tion objects  of  a  separate  and  independent 
character,  so  as  to  leave  the  motive  of  the 
legislature  doubtfuL  It  was  desirable  to 
have  it  known,  how  muCh  was  done  for  tax, 
and  liow  much  for  regulation ;  that  what 
might  be  called  the  public  motive,  might 
stand  dear  of  that  which  might  be  called  the 
interested  one.  But  in  this  instance,  there 
was  not  a  pretence  for  talking  of  regulation. 
By  whom  had  the  happy  discovery  been 
made,  that  law  proceedings  were  too  cheap  ? 
He  could  understand  the  possibility  of 
such  a  case  ;  or  rather  that  if  the  case 
existed,  the  inconvenience  of  it  would  be 
great.  No  greater  evil  could  be  con- 
ceived, than  a  state  of  things  in  which 
every  man  might  institute  suits  against  his 
neighbour  at  no  expence  or  hazard.  No 
man's  property  would  be  at  rest  for  a 
moment.  Twenty  Westminster  Halls,  sit- 
ting every  day,  and  all  day  long,  would 
not  suffice  for  the  litigation  of  London, 
alone.  But  surely  this  was  a  state  of 
things  of  which  we  were  in  no  great  dan- 
ger. What  had  been  done  by  the  legisla- 
ture already,  what  was  sure  to  he  done  at 
all  times  by  others  without  that  assistance, 
might  exempt  us  from  the  apprehension  of 
being  ruined  by  the  cheapness  of  law.  We 
might  safely  trust  ourselves,  in  that  re- 
spect, to  the  learned  profession  itself, 
which  would  take  ample  care  that  men 
should  not  go  to  law  for  nothing.  It  was 
perfectly  idle  to  say,  therefore,  that  any 
interference  of  the  legislature  was  neces- 
sary in  that  view.  But  if  a  tax  upon  law 
was  not  necessary  to  guard  against  tba 
danger  of  law ,  becoming  too  cheap,  was 
there  not  a  fear  that  such  an  addition  to 
the  expences  already  attending  these  pro* 
ceedings,  might  render  them  too  dear? 
It  was  notorious  that  it  must  be  so.  The 
evil  existed  to  a  degree  already  which  re- 
quired no  new  circumstance  to  inflame 
it.  The  expences  of  law  were  already  a 
denial  of  justice  in  many  instances  to  the 
poor,  and  sometimes,  it  was  to  be  feared,  a 
means  of  oppression  in  the  hands  of  the 
rich.  This,  to  a  certain  degree,  was  una- 
voidabler    It  was  inhereat  in  the  nature  of 
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tfitngs,  and  could  be  no  subject,  thefe- 
fore,  of  rational  complaint :  but  it  might 
well  be  a  subject  of  complaint,  if  we  wan- 
tonly and  unnecessarily  should  think  fit  to 
»]Igravale  the  evil.  It  wu«  quite  ridicu- 
lous, iU  while  we  were  boasiing  that  in 
t'u3  country  the  courts  of  law  were  open 
to  every  one,  we  should  be  fortifying  the 
reply  that  had  been  made  to  that  observa- 
tion, ^*  aye,  so  i:^  the  London  TaYern,  to  those 
who  are  not  afraid  of  the  bill."  This  was 
coiiclu.Mve  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a 
tax,  even  supposing  il  to  be  in  other  re- 
spects right.  But  the  whole  principle  of 
it  was  wronii,  independent  of  the  degree, 
and  of  the  effects  which  it  might  inci- 
dentally produce.  To  tax  law  was,  as 
had  been  well  observed,  to  tax  necessa- 
rfes.  It  was  to  tu^,  not  the  property,  but 
the  means  by  which  the  property  was  to 
be  acquired,  This  in  a  degree,  and  indi- 
rectly must,  to  be  sure,  often  be  dbne.  A 
tax  upon  one  thing  rpight  be  said  ta  afff cl 
indirectly  the  price  of  every  other.  But 
in  general,  the  object  of  taxation  was  to 
levy  a  contribution  on  the  property  when 
pbssessed,  and  not  to  beat-  upon  the  means 
of  acquiring  it.  You  did  not  directly  tax 
the  smith's  hammer,  or  the  carpenter's 
skw,  though  a  tax  upon  iron,  or  iipon 
shipping,  tnight  indirectly,  dnd  in, some 
dbgree,  aflfect  the  price  of  those  articles. 
This  was  an  argument  which  he  had  used 
niany  years  ago  upon  thfe  shop-tax>  and 
which,  he  ititist  still  think,  was  well  found- 
ed. A  rtiah's  ^hop  was  the  implement  of  his 
tfaide.  Though  law  was  not,  strictly  speak- 
ift^,  the  impIetTient  of  trade  to  atiy  but  law- 
yeis,  !i  was  to  rhdny  the  hieans  oi*  implement 
at  acquiring  that  t^hich  ought,  ^bove  all 
thiri^s,  to  be  considered,  lianicly,  the 
property  to  which  they  already  possessed 
th^  right.  It  was  no  answer  to  this  to 
tthf,  that  the  ink  fell  only  oh  tbosfe  who 
Win  not  the  fi^t^  narhelr,  bn  the  party 
\^o  llist  his  silit;  that  thfe'^xpenices  of  the 
diiikr  M^Tb  JDdia  ofat  of  the  costs  :  besides 

.  that  the  tosts  ghmted  i\h\kt  covered  the 
vVtiole  experibe,  wHb  toiild  rhean  to  as- 
sort, thii:  the  tfierlt^  of  a  cause,  and  its 
^.^ccess;  were  to  bfe  tbnsvS^rhd  as  one 
£md  th^  ^atij^?  Otif  H\f  supposed  nb 
siicH  tfring,  Wfe  had  thfe  institution,  as 
«!1  othfer  countries  Md\  of  tribunals  of 
i^()bal,  b'^ihg  tribmlal^  fBiiuded  dii  the 
s€pt)bsitibfti  th^t  former  «lecisibns,  hqw- 

•  ^f  tiiutiblisly  arid  bopfeclentldoslj^  rtmdfe; 
ift^^ht  hk  wrbn^     Thik  ii%U  Happen  e^th 


ively  to  thf^  two  tribtitwOs,  «i-  Hi  tfW 
case  of  appeal,  weire'  pr^fsel^  tb^  ilitie: 
but  how  often  must  the  fact  be,  tbatt 
from  accident  or  mismanag^mfeftt,  from 
the  defect  of  evidence,  from  the  absencS 
of  witnesses,  from  tlie  losd  of  jjbapfers,  from 
want  of  timely  information  or  of  jutR* 
cious  advice,  the  case  subnftitted  td  the 
tribunal  in  the  first  instance  Wai  not  th6 
true  one,  dnd  could  not  decide,  therefor^, 
on  the  real  merits  of  the  cause.  A'flcf 
all,  was  no  cause  fit  to  be  tried,  that  wai 
not  found  ultimately  tp  hive  thle  merits 
on  its  side  ?  Were  the  parties  to  biJ  bound 
under  a  penalty  rightly  t6  dfecidfe  oif  thfeii^ 
imperfect  and  partial  infbrm^tion  a^d  \*ith 
their  defective  judgments,  that  question  oa 
which  men  the  most  euli^btenfed,  aftir  i 
hearing  of  both  sides,  were  found  offetj  to 
differ  in  their  opinions  ?  E^biy  itilri,  li  ^ta 
tru6,  caine  into  ^  court  of  jtfStJc^  uh^er 
that  risk;  but  was  it  fit,  that  tH^  riiS 
should  be  unnecessarily  agj^vjttW?  It 
was  the  ca^e  of  the  old  trfbUn^I  ttt  hfobs^ 
mentioned  by  a  classical '.  airthor,  whtrt 
the  penaltiei  t^ere  such,  as  to  thjaik^  thd 
situatibn  of  a  suitor  there  i  pfb.v^W^ 
iiistance  of  fear. 


i\ 


t^, 


Pal'.itit,  ut  nudis  prcssis  qui  catcibti^  aki^tiftj' 
Aut  Lugdunfenscm  rhetor  dicttfrUs  id  tfriith. 

How  many  must  b^  detfei^efl  frbm  edteril^ 
into  a  court  of  justice  lindfer  sti^li  .risks» 
even  With  all  the  merits  of  the  cdtise  cftf 
their  side  ;  and,  what  v«ras  i\bi  l^s  id  t!i^ 
purpose,  how  many  even  of  profes^ipiiat 
meh  (attdrnies  be  meant),  \^hb  ^ouM 
now  sometinies  hndeftake  k  cau^fe,  wBictt 
they  thought  ^'ell  ofj  at  ihteir  owh  ri^k, 
would  be  deterred  from  the  undertakin^j 
when  -the  loss  on  failure  mu^t  be  go  tei^ 
heavy?  But  of  all  the  extraordiiiary  justi- 
fications or  apologies  for  this  it^ea^ure  that 
were  ever  thought  of,  was  that  of  a  Iedrn6d 
gedt.  the  other  night,  whb  bid  ii^  recil  i(x 
our  ffebollectibn,  thai  the  tax  in  qufe^tlou 
did  not  ^^tehd  to  that  pAtt  of  dtif  law 
whicb  wti^  vestfed  in  the  hftiids  of  jilsticiei 
of  the  pfeice  and  other  iriagi^Wtes !  WH 
were  to  be  reconciled  to  the  db^trljctibri  of 
justice  ih  civil  suits,  by  tK6  fkcilitj^  d(  its 
eicpuiiori  irt  the  ca^e  bf  peiiat  statritfe^I 
A  man  was  to  fcbn^ole  himself  Ii)r  thfe  losi 
of  tiii;  Estate,  by  the  reflefctiop  t^t  iuo- 
tUti  thight  \^ith  greai  facility  bfe  cdthmitn 
ted  to  prison  !  i^^fy  th^  merit  df  IHfe  We* 
.did  not  stop  e^^fen  thferb,  fof  aS  IbepferkdH". 
hihiself  ini|tit  b^  thfe  object  of  the  >^  i| 
J  both  i^  bperatiohi^i  tt^l  ttiH  ^^  of  m 
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ciftW  was,  that  ft  mm  BhouliJ  be  cotisolfed 
fof  th*  16^  6f  his  pi^operty,  by  reflcctifBg 
^t  he  hi^s^ir  mrghl;  with  great  ease  be 
€otnrhitted  to  ^ri&oii.  The  case  was  not  an- 
Itttely  to  hkppcti ;  for  thfe  very  waiat  of  that 
proyi^rty,  i;^hifeh  th^sfe  increased  expences 
made  it  irfiposSibk  for  the  owner  to  re- 
cover, migjit  W§  precisely  th^  means  of 
plunging  him  into  drdtres^,  and  thereby 
procuring  hirti  the  benefit  of  that  free  ope- 
ration of  the  la\^  ift  other  respects,  ^hlcli 
the  hon.  gent,  held  out.  "  Don't  be  cast 
down,"  he  would  say ;  "  you  have  lost 
the  hopfe  of  trying  your  cause,  and  with  it 
that  of  recovering  the  little  property  which 
you  think  ;^ou  have  a  claim  to ;  but 
should  yon,  in  fconsequence,  and  from  the 
disti-ess  in  \^hich  you  are  now  left,  be  led 
into  dhy  oflfenc*  jtfeainst  the  revenue  or  game 
law^,  or  bfe  giiilty  of  any  other  irregu- 
larity, you  will  fihd  that,  however  difficult 
or  expensive  the  law  may  be  in  eiiabling 
you  to  obtain  your  own,  it/  will  furnish 
the  means  oF  sehdirtg  you  to  prifeoh  in  the 
eatMi^st  and  cheapest  manner  possible." 
There  really  seemed,  therefore^  to  be  no 
one  ground  which  tbis  measure  had  to 
»tand  upon,  it  ivas  i  merfe  determina- 
tion to  get  so  mnch  itibney;  for  which 
ilothitlg  could  l:e  pleaded,  but  that  the 
monfefy  t^4s  Wanted.  The  reality  of  this 
pl^a  hfe  could  l?asily  uhdetstatid,  and  readily 
ffelil  fbr.  He  could  bonceive  what  was  the 
^Ituktion  of  the  right  hon.  genti  tormented 
p<*rhaps  with  the  crAviiigs'of  an  empty  ex- 
chequer; ind  could  sympathise  with  him 
dbcordrngly :  but  so  he  tould  with  a  rtian 
Who,  iri  compliance  with  tlife  cravings  of 
ah  empty  stdmstch,  should  rob  a  butcher's 
iShop ;  yet  without  Being  able  to  pass  6^er 
t!ie  pffehce,  or  to.s^y  that  people's  pro- 
perty tould  be  left  open  to  such  depreda- 
tion*. In  the  present  instance,  there  wai 
mr  less  excuse.  Though  the  pressure 
ftjigHt  be  nearly  As  urgent,  there  was  not 
the  Same  impossibility,  aS  might  exist 
jdnretitries  in  the  other  case,  of  procuring 
H?litf  by  butler  and  hohester  krtedns.— The 
till  was  then  redd  a  3d  time,  after  which, 

ilr.  HttsHsion  proposed-  a  uew  clause, 
*^  providing,  thit  from  the  llttife  of  passing 
the  act,  no  stamp  duty  shall  be  chargeable 
on  the  commission  of  arly  officer  of  a  vo- 
lunteer or  yeomanry  corps/'  This  clause 
was  brouglit  up,  reacj  and  agreed  tP,  apd 
the  bill  passed. 

[Loyalty  Loav.]— ^The  report  of  the 
X.o\&^lty  Loan  bill  was  brought  up,  and,  on 
ihe  moUou  \M\  li  shouM  be  agreed  ttr, 


Mr;  Hmldn^M  rdsd  i^,  .staiEMt'  tMu 
since  thi9  bill  had  bee?h  in  the  cdiniffi'ibn^^ 
it  had  ^n  ibuhd  advisa^e  1X9  ilt^r  toi^v' 
arrangements  respecting  tbe  dme'it  i^ucb.v 
the  l^Men  of  the  Lici^ky.  jDoan  shpl^l^^ 
declaare  tfiejr  wish  to.  avail  themselye^ ^^ 
the  terms  of,  this  bill,    and,  $he  p«r^t|> 
when  the  lords  of  the  tre^ury  sboukl  9\^[ 
nify  the  description  of  ^tock  in^which  tjiei^,;, 
claims  werifli  to  be.siatisfted.    In  the  jforiner' 
case  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  tbe  JOia  v 
of  Aug.  and  in  the  latter  with  the  ,JOt|t.". 
of  Oct.     It  was  now  proposedi.  that  Jbit!. 
lords  of  the  treasury,  should  dfeclare.  tfcJ!^ 
stock  into  which  the  Loyalty  Loin  ^d(^ ! 
be  convertible,  on  or  before  the  iOt\i.  dl 
Sept.  and  that  the  Loyahjr  ^oan-hoiyeii 
should  have  until  the  5th  6f  Oct.  to  sifs 
nify  their  assent  to  the  terms  proposed. 
The  hon,   member  concluded  with  pro- 
posing an  amendment  agreeable  •  to  bis 
statement. — 'the  motion  was  agreed  to» 
and  the  bill  Was  pi'dered  to  be  rfeid  a  34 
tim6  to-moitovir. 


XtOUSS   OF   IdRt)^. 

Wtdntsdayy  July  18. 

[Mii^UTite.]— Th^  billi  upon  tbe  tmk 
were  fbi-WarcJed  in  tlijbir  fftspective  st^g^i 
and  a  cbtanlitt^e  bf  theii^  brdship^  Dfrai 
appointed  tb  iitspefct  the  Journftls.-s-^Se^ 
veral  bills  Were  brought  up  from  the  Cdlii4 
mons.  Among  these  Were  the  Stamp  &u- 
ties,  the  Consolidated  Furid,  the  Loffelly 
Loan^  drid  the  Voluhteer  Supplehienfttrf  . 
Regulation  bills,  which  Were  severally  i-eii 
a  1st  time. 

[Corn  TIiade  BiLt.]— The  ol-dek-  df : 
the  day  being  read  for  receiving  the  Report 
of  this  bill,  their  lordships  accordingly^ 
proceeded  to  *^e  consideration  ^f  Si^ 
amendments  made  by  the  committee.*-^ 
Earl  Stanhope  ptopos^^d  certain  alteratiohs 
to  the  amendments  made  in  the  schedule 
C,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  see*  of 
state,  ^ith  a  view  to  obviating  tome  in- 
consistencies which  he  conceived  still  re** 
mairied  in  that  part  of  the  bill,  and  whidi 
would  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its 
execution.  These  principally  related  io. 
the  alterations  made  with  respect  to  tte 
calculation^  of  the  Irish  cnrrencies-,  fl$ 
applying  td  the  prices,  without  a  cor^es^- 
ponding  alteration  in  the  measures.  The 
observ^ions  6f  the  noble  earl  were  an- 
swered by  Lords  Hawkesbuty^  MolgraVB^ 
dnd  the  Duke  of  Montrbse,  who  contend- 
ed that  pt^rt  of  tbe  1^iU»  to  fttiyendedi  wm 
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toScieody  elear  and  intelligible,  and  that 
no  difficulties  would  obtain  in  the  execu- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  bill :  their  lord- 
aii^a  aho  ol^rved,  that  the  noble  eari 
laid  too  much  8trei»  upon  what  was  set 
forth  in  the  report,  from  which  ev^n  the 
House  of  Commons^  for  whose  particular 
assistance  and  information  it  was  calcu- 
lated,  had  materially  deviated  in  framing 
Tarioas  parts  of  the  bill ;  they  thought  the 
ftrther  alterations  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord  to  be  unnecessary  at  best.  Earl  Stan^ 
fcope  did  not  press  bis  propositions,  and 
the  amendment*  as  proposed  by  the  com- 
auttee,  was  agreed  to.  The  remaining 
amendments  being  confirmed  by  the  house, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time 
lO-roprrow. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS* 

JFednesday^  July  18. 

[MiKUTES.]— On  the  motion  of  Sir  J. 
Anderson,  the  house  took  into  coiisidera« 
tion  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords 
in  the  Surrey  Paving  and  lighting  bill, 
and  agreed  to  the  same. — The  report  of 
tlie  Volunteer  Act  Amendment  bill  was 
brought  up,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — ^The  Loyalty 
I/>an  bill,  and  the  Consolidated  Fund 
bill,  were  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — On 
the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham,  Cyprian 
lYhillock,  who  had  been  first  in  custody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  was  after- 
wards, by  order  of  the  house,  a  prisoner 
in  Newgale  for  prevarication  before  the 
Middlesex  election  committee,  was  brought 
to  the  bar  in  order  to  his  being  discharged. 
The  Speaker  reprinmnded  him  in  nearly 
the  following  words: — "  Cyprian  Whil- 
lock,  a  select  committee  of  this  house, 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits 
of  the  Middlesex  election,  has  reported, 
that  you,  being  called  as  a  witness  before 
the  said  committee,  were  guilty  of  gross 
prevarication ;  for  which  ofltnce  they  com- 
mitted you  to  the  cuetody  of  the  serjeant 
at  arms,  and  this  house  did  farther  com- 
mit you  to  his  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate. 
The  matter  under  examination  by  the 
committee,  when  you  were  called  upon  to 
give  evidence,  was  the  charge  of  treating; 
a  practice  which,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  is  *  in  violation  of  the 
freedom  due  to  the  electioii  of  the  repre- 
sentatives for  the  Commons,  to  the  great 
scandal  of  the  kingdom,  dishonourable 
mid  fiestructive  to  the  constitution  of  par- 


liaments.' Your  occopatien  in  life,  a 
your  residence  at  the  time  of  the  electic 
qualified  you  to  have  given  important  t< 
timony  upon  this  diarge;  the  points 
which  you  were  ipterrogated  were  such 
must  have  fallen  within  your  own  kno 
ledge ;  and  yet,  in  so  plain  a  matter,  i 
gardless  of  the  reverence  due  to  the  s 
thority  of  this  house^  and  regardless  a! 
of  the  solemnity  of  the  oath  which  y 
had  taken,  you  appear  to  have  incun 
the  heavy  guilt  of  wilfully  prevaricati 
before  God  and  your  country.  For  t 
your  ofience  you  have  mo»t  justly  suffer 
disgrace  and  imprisonment:  but  this  hou 
considering  tlie  penitence  you  have  sii 
expressed,  and  hoping  alsq,  that  the  < 
ample  of  your  punishment  may  sufficieo 
ensure  a  better  execution  of  the  writ 
sued  for  a  new  election,  l»as  ordered  tl 
you  be  now  discharged ;  and  you  are  6 
charged  accordingly,  paying  your  fees." 
The  prisoner  was  then  taken  from  the  b 
and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsha 
the  reprimand  was  ordered  to  be  entei 
on  the  Journals. 

[Scarcity  op  Timbbr.]— Sir  W.  D 
ben  gave  notice,  that  early  in  the  n< 
session  of  parliament  it  was  his  iutenti 
to  call  .the  attention  of  the  house  to  I 
subject  of  inclosures,  in  order  that  so 
provision  might  in  future  be  made 
causing  triees  to  be  planted  in  lauds  he 
after  to  be  inclosed.  There  was  not  a  t 
now  to  be  found  in  any  inclosed  lan( 
and  the  scarcity  of  timber  was  so  grt 
that  farmers,  in  many  placies,  could  i 
get  enough  for  their  private  use.  Ever 
a  national  point  of  view,  this  was  a  s 
ject  of  great  importance,  and  well  wor 
the  consideration  of  parliament* 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  was  r 
minister,  would  turn  his  thoughts  to  it  d 
ing  the  ensuing  recess,  and  that  he  wo 
renew  tiie  commission  which  had  been 
pointed  some  years  ago  for  examming  i 
the  state  of  his  Majesty's  forests  ;  or  ca 
into  effect  some  plan  similar  to  what  ! 
been  intended  by  the  appointment  of  1 
commission.  Unless  some  plan  of 
kind,  ^)d  that  upon  a  very  large  sc 
was  adopted,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
to  foreign  countries  for  supplies  of  timl 
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[Minutes.] — The  Corn  Bounty  Rfl 
latipn  bill  was  read  a  3d  time,  passed, 
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sent  to  the  Commons.— The  bills  on  the 
table  were  pass«»d  in  tbeir  respective  stages. 
*i— The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  this  bill,  was,  on  the  motion 
of  H.  R.  H  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  dis- 
charged, and  tlie  same  was  ordered  to  be 
'  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday. 

[London  Clkroy  Incumbents  Bill.] 
^-The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for 
the  3d  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  r-ose  and  said,  that 

•  it  was  impossible  that  any  man  in  the 
country  couM  be  more  solicitous  than  he 
was  that  an  adequate  «lnd  honourable  pro. 
vision  should  be  made  tor  the  clergy.  But 
from,  all  the  consideration  that  he  had 
been  able  to  give  to  the  bill  before  them, 
he  must  say,  that  the  principle^  upon  which 
it  professed  to  effect  that  desirable  object, 

•  was  one  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  that  house  had  hitherto 
legislated  in  whatever  affected  the  rights  of 
private  property.  He  would  Call  upon 
their  lordships  to  say  whether  they  could, 
in  honour  and  conscience,  pass  the  bill, 
except  the  previous  consent  of  every  per- 
son upon  whom  it  would  operate  as  a  tax, 
had  been  obtained.  The  clergy  of  Lon- 
don, from  the  time  of  the  reformation  to 
the  reign  of  Charles  H.  was  maintained  by 
a  certain  poundage  upon  the  rtfntal  ol 
houses.  After  the  great  fire,  by  a  statute 
of  Charles  II.  that  poundage  was  commuted 
for  a  sum  certain,  and  at  that  proportion 
it  had  continued  until  that  moment.  He 
would  freely  admit,  that  salary  was  by  no 
means  adequate  to  the  proper  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  and  much  as  he  was  inclined 
to  concur  in  apy  measure  that  should  ena- 
ble them  to  support  their  due  rank,  yet  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  consent  to  this 
bill.  He  did  not  object  to  the  principle  of 
increasing  their  allowance,  but  to  the  mode 
of  doing  it.  The  bill  went  to  impose  a  tax 
upon  private  property,  upon  property  which, 
for  upwards  of  a  century,  had  undergone  fre- 
quent transfers,  every  one  of  which  was  en- 
tered into  upon  the  faith  that  no  particular 
burdens,  distinct  from  the. necessity  of  ge- 
neral taxation,  should  be  imposed  on  it. 
He  could  not  consent  to  such  an  outrage 
upon  those  rights  which  every  private  man 
was  supposed  by  law  to  have  in  his  pro- 
perty.—The  noble  Duke  urged  many  other 
objections  to  the  bill,  and  insisted  parti- 
cularly upon  the  advanced  period  of  the 
session  at  which  it  wa&  brought,  forward. 
Although  it  might  be  sometimes  necessary 
t»  bring  forward  hUls  of.  rey^au^  and 


general  defence,  under  those  circum-* 
stances,  yet  he  did  not  think  the  ipth  i)f 
July  was  a  proper  moment  for  preferring 
a  bill  so  important  and  delicate  a»  that 
before  their  lordships.  He  would  repeat, 
that  no  one  was  more  anxious  for  the 
honourable  maintenance  of  tl)e  clergy, 
not  only  in  London,  but  throughoiit  the 
whole  of  the  kingdom,  than  he  was ;  but 
he  would  put  it  to  the  conscience  of  the 
reverend  prelates  (no  person  respected 
tliem  niore,  and  he  was  convinced  they 
could  not  act  improperly)  wheiher  thsy 
could  at  the  present  period,  and  in  so  thiu 
an  a^ttendance,  press  so  important  a  bill 
upop  the 'house.  For  those  reasoqs  he 
would  nx)ve,  that  instead  of  *'  su>w/'  the 
bill  be  read  a  3d  time  ^*  this  day  3 
months."    . 

Lord  Grantley  observed,  that  in  consi- 
dering the  case,  the  comparative  value  of 
money  at  the  time  the  stipends  of  theLoa- 
don  clergy  were  fixed,  and  what  it  was  at 
present,  should  be  seriously  considered; 
as  well  as  the  circumstance  of  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  that  property  wheace 
the  stipends  in  question  were  derived. 

The  Bishop  of  London  rose  to  support 
the  bill.  He  began  with  a  most  eloquent 
description  of  the  worth  and  merits  of  the 
clergy  of  the  city  of  Lpndon^  lie  main* 
taiiied,  that  their  incomes  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  support  them  with  that  decency 
that  became  their  situation  :  there  were  M 
livings,  the  highest  of  which  was  2001.  per 
annum;  othei^  were  of  1501.  and  many 
only  of  lOOl.  per  annum.  An  act  had 
passed  their  lordships'  house,  to  enforce  the 
residence  .  of  the  clergy.  Many  of  the 
London  clergy  had  no  house  on  their  liv-* 
ings ;  others  had  houses  not  inhabitabl«t 
fit  only  for  green-grocers  and  cobiers.  It 
was  his  duty  to  enforce  residence  withia 
the  city.  From  the.  population  and  the 
value  of  houses,  a  clergyman  could  not 
get  a  house  for  less  thaa  1801.  or  150L  per 
annum.  How  was  this  to  be  done  with 
their  incomes  i  It  was  all  that  most  of 
them  had.  He  could  not  enforce  re^ence* 
It  would  be  ruin  to  the  clergy  of  Londoo^ 
while  their  incomes  remained  as  at  pre- 
sent. They  were,  therefore,  placed  in  a 
situation  of  peculiar  hardship.  In  the  17 
years  that  he  had  the  honour  of  presiding 
over  the  diocese,  he  had  seen  that  no  men's 
conduct  could  be  more  exemplary  than 
that  of  these  clergymen.  He  could  not, 
therefore  assent  t9  the  proppsitioa  of  tte 
noble  duke^ 
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The  D4lfce  of  Norfolk  begged  kave  to 
aoure  the  light  rev.  prelate,  that  he  never 
cmertaipid  the  idea  of  resisting  the  allow- 
ance of  an  honourable  provision  for  the 
cleigy«  On  the  can^aiy,  he  would  give 
•och  a  proposition  hit  most  cordial  support, 
whenever  it  should  be  brought  iorward 
upon  the  principles,  tbat  4|iriv4kte  property 
was  not  to  be  invaded^  b(ut  that  the'  fund 
lor  aiaintaining  it  should  ibe  cceated  by 
parliament  from  national  tcuca^ons. 

The  Lord  CkanceUor  said  he  was  not 
willing  that  the  bill  shpuld  be  read  a  3d 
time  nowy  nor  |)o&;poned  for  3  months, 
lie  would  propose,  Uiat  it  be  deferred  a 
^w  days  only,  till  Monday,  that  he  might 
aatisfy  his  mind,  if  possible,  tbat  the  ob- 
ject of  ikae,  bill^  and  the  rights  of  private 
property,  were  reconcileable  in  the  mode 
taken  by  Ib^  .biU.  lie  had  traced  the  liis- 
toiy  of  the  revenues  of  tlie  London  clergy 
They  were,  at  ^rst,  in  the  shape  of  offer- 
ings on  saints'  days ;  and  were,  on  tlie  ave- 
jage,  about  ?8.  9d.  in  the  pound,  on  rate- 
able houses.  That  was  commuted  for  the 
present  ix^  Income.  In  following  this 
history,  he  had  found  th^t  the  legislature 
had. dealt  by  the  clergy  of  London  on  prin- 
ciples peculiar  to  thai  part  of  its  legisla- 
tion. He  did  not  know  tbat  it  might  not 
turn  oiit  that  this  bill  mi^bt  be  adopted  on 
principles  that  should  not  extend  to,  nor 
be  claimed  by  clergymen  generally;  He 
wished  for  time  to  examine  further  into 
'  tt^at.  If  he  could  reconcile  his  wishes  for 
•the  object  of  tlie  bill,  with  his  regard  to 
the  principle  of  legislatiqn  as  to  private 
*property,  he  should  be  glad.  One  clause 
in  the  bjll,  however,  he  was  surprised  at. 
How  it  could  gain  admission  into  it,  he 
could  not  conceive.  It  was  that  which 
exempts  the  additional  revenue  of  the 
•London  Clergjjr  from  all  parochial  and  par- 
liamentary taxes.  He  never  knew  so  ab. 
surb  a  proposition  submitted  to  parlia- 
mjent,  and  was  surprised  how  it  could  have 
crept  into  so  impoitant  a  bill.  He  wished 
to  delay  for  further  consideration,  for  he 
wa€  really  a  friend  to  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  as  for  ^  it  proposed  to  make  a  more 
equitable  provision  for  the  clergy,  and 
would  therefore  prefer  that  the  bill  be 
«ead  a  tead  a^  time  on  Monda^r,  to  the 
.noble  d^k«'s  amendment. 

The  "Dwkit  Qi  Not^fotk  professed  hi^  rea- 
diness to  withdraw  his  amendment,  anc) 
auggMted  wherther  it  wQjild  not  be  better  tp 
fiio'^  that  thp. debate  nhould  be  ^stpoued 
vntil  Monday. 


Lord  Ormttk^  malhtamfd  tHt  it  w#s 
hut  equitable  that  the  incomes  of  the 
clergy  should  be^r  a  rea^on^lbl^  prcipor. 
tion  to  ibB  increased  value  qf  tUa;t  pr^op^rty 
upon  which  thfiy  were  originally  ch^rp- 
able. 

Tbe  Bishop  of  St.  Jmph  suppoxted  U?e 
arguments  of  tbe  Bi3hop  of  London,  aud 
cpntendjed  that  the  bill  was  not  liable  to 
the  objection,  that  it  was  a  vicjation  of 
private  property.  It  was  feut  fair,  be  as-* 
serted,  that  the  clergy  shonld  derive  a 
reasonaUe  compensation  kom  the  proprie- 
tors of  property,  the  v^lue  of  which  bad 
been  increased  a  hundred  fold,  in  *inauy 
instances,  since  the  period  at  which  their 
salaries  had  been  established. —After  some 
farther  observation^  ^m  the  jight  rey< 
prelate,  the  motion  fox  postponing  the  de- 
bate until  Monday,  wa^  agreed  to.rf^Ad* 
journed. 

>:  ..,■,  .,.■  ^  ...  .^/.r 

HOUSE   Of   COHMO^IS. 

Thursday^  July  19. 

[Minutes.] — Artaessage  from  the  lotdi 
announced  their  lordships'  ^sent  Xo  ihi 
Cotton  Manufacturers,  the  Isle  of  Mai 
Trade,  the  Leather  Trade,  the  Propert; 
Commissioners,  the  Accountant  Generaria 
the  Lottery,  and  the  Vote  of  Credit  bill 
without  any  an^endment;  ^nd  to  th 
Woolwich  Ordnance  and  Corn  Trade  bill 
with  some  amendments,  to'  which  they  de 
sired  the  concurrence  qf  this  house.  Th 
amendments  in  the  Woolwich  Ordnanc 
bill  were  read  and  agreed  to. — ^The  Iris 
Revenue  bill,  the  Irish  Revenue  Reguh 
tion  bill,  the  Irish  Spirits  Warehousir 
bill,  the  Irish  Commissioners  bill,  and  th 
Habeas  Corpus  bill,  were  each  read  a  3 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.]— Mr.  Wcstei 
moved,  that  the  amendments  nojada  by  tt 
lords,  in  the  Corn  Trade  bill,  be  noi 
taken  into  consider^ion.  The  amea< 
ments  were  accordingly  read. 

Ih^  Speaker  said,  that  on  the  fir^t  reac 
ing  of  these  amendments,  h®  fi^jlt  it  h 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
them.     Several  of  them  ^&cr  such  as. 
make  it  doubtful,  whether  the  house  ougi 
to  agree  to  them ;  but  tbe  last  was  such 
he  could  not  by  any  means  pass  over, 
was  in  schedule  D,  relative  to. the  regul 
tion.  of  the  export  and  import  of  corn,  ai 
the  duties  to  be  paid  thereon.     The  biU 
sent  from  that  house,   had  fixed  tbat  tl 
price  should  be  regulated  by  the  joi 
prtc«ftofEBgl«&dv«n4b«laiMU  ji^helox 
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bad  struck  out  of  the  bill  the  Irish  price, 
aiid  made  it  to  be  regulated  by  the  price  of 
England  alone,  which  was  an  amendment 
which  that  house  could  not,  consistently 
with  its  privileges,  agree  to.  It  would 
therefore  be  necessary,  that  some  member 
should  move,  that  the  consideration  of 
the  lords  amendments  should  be  adjourned 
to  some  future  day. 

Mr.  IFesUrn  moved,  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  lords'  amendments  be  adjourned 
to  that  day  3  months, — Ordered  ;  v  by  which 
the  bill  is  of  course  lost. — The  same  hon. 
gent,  then  moved,  that  the  several  reports 
of  the  committees  respecting  the  Corn 
Trade,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house.  The  Speaker  asked  the  hon. 
gent,  for  what  purpose  ? 

Mr.  Western  said,  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  another  bill  on  the  same 
subject.  He  then  moved  *'  that  the  house 
do  to-morrow  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
committee."     Ordered. 

Mr.  Alderman  Co7w6c  reminded  the  hon. 
gent,  of  the  lateness  of  the  session,  observ- 
ing, that  it  would  most  probably  be  closed 
early  in  next  week.  He  could  not  see  any 
possibility-  of  such  business  as  the  hon, 
gent,  alluded  to,  being  gone  through  in  so 
short  a  space  of  time.— 'The  question  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

[Finance  Resolutions,] — The  Chan- 
eeUor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  having 
looked  over  the  resolutions  of  the  ho"« 
gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Johnstone)  rela- 
tive to  the  public  finances  (5ee  p.  1038,) 
there  were  some  particular  statements  of 
his  own  which  he  wished  to  have  printed, 
so  that  they  might  come  into  the  hon. 
gent's  hands,  and  into  those  of  the  house, 
in  the  same  shape  as  his  own.  He  pro- 
posed, therefore,  that  the  matter  should 
stand  over  to  Saturday,  by  which  day  they 
would  be  printed ;  and,  that  the  house 
might  have  time  to  consider  them,  they 
might  go  into  consideration  on  Monday.— 
Mr.  Johnstone  bowed  his  assent,  and  the 
business  was  postponed  to  Saturday. 
^  [India  .Budoet.] — Lord  Castlereagh 
said,  that  before  he  moved  for  the  papers, 
he  was  desirous  to  have  laid  before  the 
liouse,  he  wished  shortly  to  state  the  mo- 
tives which  had  induced  him  to  bring  for- 
ward the  measure  he  intended  to  submit 
to  their  consideration.  He  believed  there 
was  in  fact  very  \\\i\%  difference  of  opi- 
nion between  the  gent,  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  those  who  brought  forward  the 
India  Budget.  Only  the  gent,  opposite  had 
Vol.  11, 


always  taken  occasion  to  travel  into  other 
years  of  accounts,  than'  those  which  were 
immediately  before  them,  by  which  means 
they  were  enabled  to  make  particular  state- 
ments, and  to  seize  on  some  particular 
items,  which  seemed  to  militate  against 
the  statements  brought  forvvard  in  the  Bud- 
get of  the  present  year.  His  objiE?ct  was 
to  bring  into  one  account  all  the  accounts 
which  had  been  made  out  since  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  or  for  the  last  tea 
years ;  by  which  means  it  would  be  easy, 
at  one  view,  to  see  the  whole  of  the  state- 
ments, and  to  check  such  errors  as  they 
might  at  any  time  attribute  to  him.  The 
gent,  on  the  other  side  the  house  had  given 
him  an  additional  desire  to  have  this  ac- 
count, from  their  ha:ving  broadly  insitiuat- 
ed,  that  he  and  his  predecessors  had  staled 
matters  in  some  instances  more  favourably 
than  they  really  were,  and  in  other  in-, 
stances  had  formed  predictions,  and  given 
pledges  of  the  flourishing  slate  of  the  com- 
pany's affairs^  which  had  never  been  rea- 
lised. He  was,  therefore,  desirous  to  put 
into  one  clear  concise  account,  the  estia 
mates  and  results  of  the  last  ten  years, 
Tlie  accusation  they  had  held  out  was,  that 
both  he  <hd  the  noble  lord  who  prectded 
him,  had  held  out  great  promises  as  to  the 
revenues  of  the  company,  and  had  formed 
and  raised  in  the  minds  of  others,  the  most 
flourishing  state  of  the  company's  afl^airs ; 
and  had  given  repeated  pledges  that  the  re- 
venues of  India  would  sooner  meet  the 
public  expenditure  of  the  country,  than 
this  country  would  be  called  on  to  pay  any 
part  of  the  ejCpences  of  India.  This,  he 
contended,  had  been  already  verified.  As 
to  the  assertion  made  by  his  noble  prede- 
cessor (Lord  Melville)  ;  it  was  true  the 
gent,  opposite  had  always  pertinaciously 
said,  that  his  predecessor  had  given  .a 
pledge,  it  would  be  so,  in  case  of  either 
war  or  peace  ;  but  the  contrary  was  the 
fact.  Ilis  noble  predecessor  had  expressly 
made  the  assertion,  on  the  supposition  of 
the  continuance  of  peace  ;  and  had  said, 
that  in  case  of  a  war  intervening,  it  might 
cause  a  considerable  alteration  in  the  fi'^ 
nances  ol  the  company.  To  the  war, 
therefore,  it  was  fairly  to' be  attributedf 
that  this  prediction  of  his  noble  predeces- 
soi'  liad  not  been  fulfilled.  Not  only  the 
European  war  must  necessarily  hUve  had 
considerable  effect  on  the  company's  fi» 
nan  pes,  but  the  Mysore  wa,r  was  attended 
with  such  considerable  expence,  and  with 
such  difficulties  as  could  nvt  iaii  to  liu^ 
SY 
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pede  and  interrupt  events  and  occurrences 
of  the  highest  importance,  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  expected.  To  this 
cause  it  was  owing  that  the  participation 
did  not  take  plac-e,  and  surely  nothing 
could  constitute  a  more  ample  excuse,  than 
a  war  of  so  much  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, unexpectedly  arising  at  the  verj- 
time,  when  the  affairs  of  the  company  wore 
ao  pleasing  and  promising  an  aspect,  as. to 
draw  from  his  noble  predecessor,  a  predic- 
tion founded  on  tlie  fairest  and  most  pro. 
mising  prospects.— His  lordship  then  ad- 
verted to  the  charge,  that  the  estimates 
and  revenues  were  by  no  means  conimen. 
surate..  In  this  he  appealed  to  the  can- 
dour of  the  bouse.  The  estimated  revenue 
was  upwards  of  91  millions,  and  the  ac- 
tual produce  was  9^  milhons.  The  esti- 
mated expenoe  had  been  about74  millions, 
and  the  actual  expence,  owing  to  unfore- 
seen apcidenis,  had  been  about. 83  mil- 
lions. Taking  then  the  statements  that 
bad  been  made,  the  only  difference  that 
would  be  found  between  thes^  and  the  ac- 
tual produce  during  an  average  of  10 
years,  would  be  found  only  to  be  a  small 
error  of  3  millions,  which  was  truly  sur- 
prising considering  the  wars  that  bad  taken 
place  in  India,  upon  the  expence  of  which 
no  clear  calculation  could  have  been 
made  before  they  happened,  and  also, 
considering  that  India  had  not  the  advan- 
tage of  tlie  peace  in  Europe  for  above  3 
mouths.  There  was,  however,  a  net  sur- 
plus of  2  millions,  even  during  this  con- 
tinued period  of  war.  But  then  a  debt  of 
11  millions  had  arisen,  which  was  to  be 
Accounted  for.  The  expences  of  St.  He- 
lena, and  other  settlements,  the  interest 
qf  5  millions  of  debt,  and  a  million  •  of 
money  that  had  been  paid  to  this  country, 
swallowed  up  4  millions,  which  accounted 
•for  the  es^penditure  of  the  surplus,  and  two 
millions  more. — But,  9  niillions  still  re - 
4nained,  and  what  was  become  of  this  sum  P 
part  had  gone  to  defray  an  old  charge  in 
the  Carnatic ;  ^  part  had  been  paid  in  parti* 
cipations  to  this  country,  and  part  was  re- 
gained as  a  balance  in  the  Indian  Trea. 
^ry,  a  practice  tliat  was  always  found 
convenient.  Still,  however,  there  was  a 
jiebt  of  ]  1  millions  at  this  moment  exist- 
ing. But  the  interests  of  the  company 
were  not  particularly  injured  by  this,  as 
^be  debt  at  home  had  diminished  3  mil- 
)ions«  which  reduced  the  whole  debt  to  S 
pillions.  The  company  bad  goods  and 
s^§^t&  in  their  commerce  to  the  amount  ot 
21  millions,  so  that  they  were  m  ftict  in 


possession  of  a  surplus  of  3  millions.  He 
did  uot  wish,  he  confessed,  to  see  the. 
debt  abroad  accumulating,  as  it  appeared 
OB  the  accounts,  but  peculiar  circumstaa* 
ces  had  rendered  this  unavoidable.  Hn 
lordship  concluded  by  declaring  bis  hopes 
that  the  house  would  be  of  opinion  that  no 
imputations  of  having  deceived  the  bouse 
could  attach  to  him  or  his  predecessor. 
He  tlwn  moved"  That  the  proper  Offi- 
cer should  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  revenue  and 
charges  of  India  for  the  last  10  years, 
distinguishing  each  year." 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  statements  made  by  the   noble 
lord,  he  could  not  but  contend,  that  the 
whole  shewed   that  every   thing  he   hkd 
advanced  on  the  subject  was  strictly  true. 
After  the  noble  lord,  had  made  hb  annual 
statement  in  tlie  form  of  an  Indian  budget, 
he  now  came  forward  with  a  new  set  oi 
accounts  unknown  to  any  one  but  him- 
self, with  which  he  most  ingeniously   pre- 
tended to  combat  arguments  urged  against 
the  old  ones.     He  thought  such  a   mode 
of  proceeding  -was  unparliamentary   and 
uncandid.      It    was  also    unprecedented, 
except  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  of 
his  predecessor,  who  came  to   the  house 
and   argued  strenuously  from  a  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  which  he  had  in  his 
pocket,  and  which  nobody  had  seen   but 
himself.     He  maintained,  that  the  Acrid 
pictures   of  the   state   of  the    company's 
affairs  which  had  been  drawn  formerly  by 
the  predecessor  of  the   noble   lord,  and 
were    now    presented    to  the    house    by 
the   noble  lord  himself,   were  fallacious, 
and  consequently  delusive  to  that  bouse, 
and   to   the  public.      When   these  state- 
menls  were   annually  given   into   parlia- 
ment, the  same  prombes  of  reduction  of 
debt,  and  increase  of  revenue  above  ibe 
expenditure,  were  uniformly  made  by  the 
person,   whoever  he  was,  whose   duty  k 
was  to  open  the  India  budget  to  tlie  bouse. 
The  noble  lord  had  evidendy  changed  his 
ground,  .by  bringing  forward   new   stsite- 
ments  for  ten  years  after  he  bad    ^c^fsk 
in  the  usual  annual  accounts.    He  tboug^ 
therefore,  that  the  noble  lord  should  per- 
form the  promises  which  he  had  already 
made,  and  make  good  his  former  estimatis, 
before  he  laid  any  new  accounts  before 
parliament. 

Lord  Castlereagh.  denied,  that  in  vfbeX 
he  had  said  be  was  either  unparliameotaiy 
or  uncandid.  He  would  have  thott^t  hie 
was  uncandid^  if  he  bad  moved  for  Use  ao« 
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<^u»t8  wkhout  expiaiinngwhy  he  had  dotift 
so.  The  gent.  oppo»ite  had  all  along  com- 
-  plained  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  aca^unts, 
aiid  he  wished  to  have  One  where  the 
whole  might  be  seen  together,  and  errors, 
if  any  Chere  be,  more  easily  detected.  His 
lordship,  in  explanatioiii  then  recapitu- 
lated several  of  his  former  statements. 

Mr.  Wallace  begged  leave  to  say  a  very 
few  words,  relative  10  one  assertion  which 
had  been  made  of  the  noble  lord's  prede- 
cessor having  said,  that  at  a  particalar 
time  the  public  had  a  right  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  Company's  revenues,  under  all 
circn instances,  whether  there  was  war, -or 
whether  ttiere  was  peace.  He  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  investigate  this  point,  and  he 
found,  On  referring  to  a  speech  of  tlie  no- 
ble lord's  predecessor,  which  he  delivered 
in  1796,  in.whix:h  he  then  referred  to  ano- 
ther speech  made  by  him  in  1794,  these 
words,  "  it  may  be  asked,  if  there  be  such 
improvement  in  the  Company's  revenues, 
why  does  not  the  public  participate  ?"  He 
answered, ^because  no  such  promise  was 
made  but.  under  certain  condition^ ;  and 
in  his  speech  of  179^>  he  had  expressly 
excepted  tlie  interference  of  war.  He 
hafi,  ia  short,  uniformly  contended,  that 
the  participation  in  a  considerable  degree 
depended  on  the  continuance  of  peace. 
He  was  suj'prised,  he  said,  the  hon.  gent, 
should  mahitahi  the  coiitrary;  it  was  im- 
possible the  noble  lord  should  have  used 
66ch  an  argument  as,  tliat  war  or  peace 
would  make  no  difference  in  tlie  affairs  of 
the  Company,  He  was  a  man  of  too 
much  good  sense  to  entertain  such  an 
idea  for  a  moment,  and  he  hoped  that  as- 
sertion respecting  him  would  no  more  be 
resorted  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
thould  only  trouble  the  house  with  a  very 
few  words.  His  noble  fi'iend  (Lord  I^Iel- 
ville)  had  stated,  tlvit  his  expectations 
respecting  the  particii^ation  were  not  likely 
to  be  disappointed,  unless  there  should  be 
a  warx)n  the  Continent;  but  he  had  said, 
at  the  same  time,  that  to  a  certain  extent 
they  would.  It  was  for  the  house,  there- 
fore, to  consider  how  far  circumstances 
had  happened,  which  had  a  tendency  to 
affect  materially  the  Company's  revenues. 
All  the  declarations  and  promises  of  Lord 
Melville  were  made  expressly  exclusive  of 
a  war  in  India.  It  was  now  10  yeai^  smce 
they  were  made,  and  there  had  been  a 
'rebellion  fyjly  as  ej^pensive  as  a  war;  be- 
sides the  different  expeditions  fitted  out  by 
the  Company  in  aid  of  the  public  service, 


there  were  the  expedition  to  Manilla,  and 
the  iexpedition  to  Egypt,  the  last  of  which 
coat  upwards  of  two  millions,  and  for 
both  of  which  the  Company  have*  an  un- 
settled account,  and  claim  against  the  pub- 
lie.  The  present  object  of  his  noble  friend 
was  not  to  bring  forward  new  accounts. 
It  arose  from  the  gent,  opposite  having 
taken  occasion  to  compare  the  different 
accounts  of  10  years,  and  to  urge  them  in 
argument,  as  best  suited  their  purpose. 
His  i)oble  friend  wished  for  suph  an  ac- 
count as  Vould  give  a  recapitulation,  in  a 
clear  point  of  view,  of  the  different  ac- 
counts it  referred  to. 

Mr.  Princcp  then  rose  and  entered  iiito 
a  long  detail  on  the  state  of  India  aifairs 
for  several  years  past.  His  remarks  were 
directed  not  only  to  the  policy,  but  the 
commerce  of  the  Company  in  its  different 
relations.  They  were  so  minute  and  cir- 
cumstantial, however,  and  so  closely  con- 
nected w>ith  the  history  of  the  Company, 
that  we  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  them 
at  any  length.  He  particularly  stated, 
that  the  sanguine  hopes  held  out  to  parlia- 
ment and  to  the  country,  of  the.  Com., 
pany's  being  not  ouly.able  hi  time  to  de- 
fray their  territorial  expences,  but  to  con- 
tribute also  to  the  strength  and  resouj-ces 
of  tl^is  country,,  had  been  hitherto  .ilju- 
sory.  The  language  used  by  the  noble 
lord's  predecessor  had  been  as  ffatterihg 
as  that  of  the  noble  lord  possibly  could 
be.  When  that  noble  lord  presided  at  the 
bead  of  Jlndia  affairs,  he  had  made  a  sup- 
position, that  even  with  15. millions  of 
debt,  the  affairs  of  the  Company  might  be 
conducted  with  advantage.  This  the  hon. 
gent,  said,  had  merely  been  stated  as  a 
supposition,  and  of  what  might  be  done 
in  case  of  the  worst,  but  not  with  any  idea 
that  the  debt  would  ever  Amount  so  high. 
What  conclusion,  then,  he  asked,  must  we 
form  now,  that  the  debt  is  accumulated  to 
a  much  greater  sum,  and  is  so  far  beyond 
an  amount  which  that, noble  lord  bad  cal- 
culated on  as-  the  highest  possible  ?  If  in 
the  course  of  10  years  we  had  increased 
the  debt  from  7  to  21  millions,  what*  ex* 
pectation^could  we  form  of  diminution  in 
future  ?  The  noble  lord's  predecessor  had 
looked  forward  to  a  period  of  10  years, 
and  had  given  a  statement  ^of  what  he 
thought  would  then  be  ,the  case;  but  if 
they  might  judge  from  facts,  he  had  been 
very  much  mistaken  indeed.  The  noble 
lord  now  at  the  head  of  India  affairs,  thp 
hon.  member  thought,  was  proceeding 
in  nearty  a  similar  manner.;  he  was  holding 
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up  hope*  to  the  houM  which,  ifany  judff- 
mert  night  be  formed  from  the  past,  would 
never  be  realized.  It  wa«  not  bis  design, 
hiiwcver,  to  attach  any  particular  blame  to 
the  measure  now  proposed  by  the  motion 
before  the  house.  ITac  debt  of  the  govt. 
formed  a  part  of  the  assets,  but  he  would 
have  had  those,  he  contended,  independently 
of  that  debt,  it  was  not  his  design  to  move 
for  any  committee  of  inquiry  ;  he  wished 
only  for  farther  explanation,  which  was  cer- 
tainly not  by  any  means  unparliamentary. 
He  did  not  wish  either  that  it  «hoidd  be  un- 
derstood as  hJ«  opinion*  that  the  validity  of 
the  Company's  credit  was  not  good.  On 
.  the  contrary,  he  looked  forward  to  years  of 

i>ro?pcrity .  If  properly  conducted,  he  thought 
ndia  presented  a  tijlorjous  prospect.  It  was 
able,  as  the  noble  lord  had  truly  said, 
to  support  its  own  wars;  and  though  it 
created  a  million  of  debt,  annually,  it  was 
still  productive  of  very  great  advantages. 
The  commercial  returns,  nowcver,  to  this 
country  he  thought  were  considered  as  an 
'object  of  too  great  importance.  There  was 
tlo  poLcy«  be  insifted,  in  increasing  those 
returns,  in  many  instances,  to  a  useless  de- 
cfrce,  by  the  system  of  borrowing  in  India. 
To  proportion  the  commerce  to  the  actual 
capital,  would  be  every  way  more  advanta- 
geous, as  by  this  means  also  more  attention 
could  be  paid  to  the  carrying  trade,  which 
he  thought  the  most  prontablel  Instead  of 
this,  however,  the  carrying  trade  was  dis- 
couraged, or  at  least  was  permitted  to  go 
into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  as  the  Ameri- 
Ciws  had  chiefly  now  engrossed  it,  and  by 
this  means  a  porticm  of  British  capital  that 
might  be  very  usefully  employed,  was  lost 
t#  3ie  country. 

Mr.  Grant  began  by  observing,  that  the 
topics  which  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Princep) 
Jiad  been  pleased  to  bring  before  the  house, 
ifrelating  chiefly  to  the  sources  and  effects  of 
ithe  com(>any's  commerce.)  were  certainly  of 
■great  importaoct  and  difficulty;  he  was 
unwilling  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  with  so 
thif)  at  attendance,  to  go  at  large  into  the 
Prions  points  which  the  hon.  gent,  had 
.touched. upon,  but  something  might  natu- 
.rajly  be  expected  from  him  in  reply  to  the 
ettraordinary  assertions  advanced  by  that 
h<»n.^ent.  as^rtions  with  which  he  totally 
disagreed;  and  which  be  hoped  to  shew 
were  totally  ^  unfounded.  In  the  complex 
systenv  of  the  company,  comprehending  both 
l»rgc  revenues  and  extended  commerce,  it 
,  was  indeed  hardly  possible  always  to  discri- 
m'tiate  accurately  in  their  Indian  accounts, 
what  exclusively  belonged  to  the  one,  and 
.  what  to  the  ptHer,    Both  revenue  imd  cpm* 


merce  having  been  considered  in  India*  as 
rhe  united  concern  ofone  and  the  same  body, 
the  receipts  for  each  went  into  the  tame 
fund ;  the  issues  for  each  out  of  the  same 
fund,  without  distinguishbg  exactly  how 
the  accounts  stood  between  the  two  branches. 
And  without  knowing  this,  how  could  it  be 
known  what  part  of  the  loan  of  any  ycai 
should  be  charged  to  commerce,  what  tc 
general  purposes?  It  was,  however,  yerj 
practicable  to  bring  into  one  view  what  hue 
been  for  a  course  of  years  the  receipts  an( 
the  issues  on  account  of  commerce,  anc 
thereby  to  determine  what  assistance  it  hac 
on  the  whole  received  during  that  perio( 
from  the  revenue.  Such  an  account  he  ha( 
made  it  his  business  to  form ;  and  he  hope< 
it  would,  with  other  documents,  also  pre 
pared  by  him,  and  of  the  accuracy  of  whicl 
he  was  well  persuaded,  serve  to  confute  tb 
positions  advanced  by  the  hon.  gent.  Th 
hon.  gent,  had  maintained,  that  the  revenu 
of  the  company  had  been  applied  to  the; 
commerce,  that  the  commerce  had  in  th 
last  ten  years,  ending  with  1805,  occasione 
loans  in  India  to  the  amount  of  16  millior 
sterling — that  unless  the  commerce  had  take 
this  money,  it  need  not  have  been  borrowed 
that  the  interest  of  the  Indian  debt  is  there 
fore  chargeable  to  thecommcrcc ;  that  mon 
over,  the  commerce  of  its^  accoiints  wci 
stated  in  a  mercantile  way,  would  be  four 
to  have  been  a  losing  one,  so  that  instead  « 
a  profit  of  7  millions  in  six  years,  as  tl 
directors  state,  if  interest,  charges  of  me 
chandize,  and  insurance  be  deducted,  the 
will  be  in  those  six  years  a  loss  of  2  mtliioi 
and  a  half,  whilst  by  reason  of  this  pr 
posteroQs  mode  of  carrying  on  traide  1 
Indian  loans,  the  debt  has  in  ten  years  i 
creased  from  7  millions  to  2 1  millions.  S 
(continued  Mr,  Grant,)  I  have  now  in  n 
hand  an  account  stated  between  Engla 
and  India,  (so  far  as  relates  to  the  company 
concerns,)  for  15  years,  from  1788-9 
1802-3,  wherein  op  the  one  side,  India 
credited  with  all  the  investments  sent  witl: 
that  period  from  thence,  and  from  China 
England,  (including  the  cargoes  wh  c'l  m 
have  been  lost  on  the  way  home,)  and  w 
the  Indian  charges,  merchandize,  not 
serted  in  the  invoices,  which  the  hpn.  ge 
supposes  to  be  left  out  of  view  ;  and  on  i 
other  side,  India  is  debited  for  the  procei 
of  all  the  exports,  stores,  and  bullion 
ceived  in  India  and  China,  (not  for  any  t 
may  have  been  lost  on  the  way  out,)  and 
the  ^movmt  of  bills  ^rawn  from  both  cot 
tries  on  England,  within  the  same  pev^< 
the  result  of  which  account  is  this  : 

*  Total  amount  of  cfurgpes  ^m  \nii^ 
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and  Cbina,  including  Indian  charges    ' 
and  merchandize     -----      46,973,820 
Total  amount  of  goods,  6t<  r3S,  and^ 

bullion  sent  out,  25,279.808.  (     . -  -,  „    ^ 

Bill^  drawn  from  India  and  Cbiaa,r  •    '^**^^^»**'^' 
18,074,029.     ......      3 


Balance 


je:.5,619,985 

Deduct  further  balance  of  political 

receipts  and  disbursements  in  £ng> 

land,  on  account  of  the  territory  in 

India     -    ^    .     -     -     «     -     -  3,231.899 

Kemaining  balance  a.c:ainst  England, 

or  the  commerce  in  1.1  years  only  -        <£.388,084 

.  I  have  another  account.  Sir,  stated  exactly 
in  the  manner  of  the  former,  for  ten  years 
from  1793,  the  same  period  the  hon,  gent, 
has  chosen,  the  result  is  not  quite  so  favor* 
i^blc  for  the  commerce ;  (which  in  the  five 
years  preceding  17.93,  paid  to  India  and 
China  more  than  it  received,)  but  the  ba- 
lance against  it  in  these  ten  years,  after  all  the 
items  on  both  sides  are  fairly  stated,  is 
qnly     .-•----     2,228,5491. 

And  on  the  other  hand  there  were 
in  the  last  and  .present  season, 
•xports  of  goods,  stores,  and  bul- 
lion, not  brought  into  these  ac- 
counts, to  the  amount  of    -    n  5)599,297 

Which  will  leave  at  the  present 
moment,  a  balance  in  favor  of 
England     ---..-.  3,370,748 

These  statements.  Sir,  entirely  overturn 
the  assertions  of  tl)e  hon.  gent,  that  the 
commerce  ha)i  been  carried  on  by  a  revenue 
capital,  that  it  has  occasioned  loans  to  the 
extent  of  16  millions,  and  is  therefore  charge- 
able with  the  interest  of  those  loans.  But  it 
may  be  said,  that  as  the  revenue  accounts 
laid  from  time  to  time  before  parliament, 
sbew  on  the  whole  a  surplus  in  the  last  ten 
years,  after  defraying  civil  and  military 
charges  and  interest,  where  then  could  be 
the  occasion  for  borrowing,  unless  to  carry 
on  the  commerce  ?  Jn  answerto  this,  it  is  to 
be  observed,  that  there  are  a  variety  of  dis- 
bursements not  included  under  the  head  of 
charges  on  the  revenues.  To  enumerate  all 
these  exactly,  would  require  an  analysis  of 
ajl  the  payments  made  in  India  for  the  period 
mentioned,  which  would  be  a  work  of  labor 
and  research,  but  from  an  account  recently 
made  up  >vith  care,  though  for  want  of  time 
not  earned  into  every  minute  particular,  we 
^re  able  to  account  within  2  millions  and  a 
half,  for  all  the  receipts  on  whatever  account 
in  India,  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  amount  of  the  receipts,  includ-* 
ing  surplus  of  revenue,  after 
dtjfraying  charges,  g^od^,  stores, 
and  bullion  imported  from  Eng« 
land  to  h.dia,  bills  drawn  from 
India  on  England,  and  encrease 
of  debt  since  1793,  {£.  1 1,500,000) 
isrt-?**-'^**  30^77,491 


The  disbursements  are  «n  advaaeoi  -  - 

for  investineiits  and  commercial 

charges,   (including    the    Indian 

cargoes  to  Europe)  -    -    -    -  18,387,80§ 

Supplies  to  China,  Bencoolcn,  and 

St.  Helena «,705,67t 

Encreased  assets,  supplies  to  Ceylon, 

&c.  dead  stock,  and  payment  to 

creditors  of  Nabob  of  Aroot   -    •        6,9()Cf,00O 

aS,053,4TT 


Unaccounted  for  .♦.•.-  j^.2,$94,000 
which  may  be  made  up  from  such  headi 
as  the  foUowing;  losses  by  captprs  of 
ships  in  India,  losses  by  accidents  in  thecom*- 
mercial  and  other  departments,  supplies  to 
Prince  of  Wales's  island,  and  the  Andamans, 
&c.  whereof  the  particulars  have  not  for 
want  of  time  yet  been  collected.  And  in 
this  way,  the  whole  encrease  of  die  debt 
since  1793,  (11,500^0001.  not  14  milHonv 
as  the  hon.  gent,  states,)  is  to  be  accounted 
for,  -without  charging  it  to  the  commerce, 
which  at  the  most  can  only  be  accountable 
in  the  last  ten  years,  to  the  joint  heads  of 
surplus  of  revenue,  and  other  receipts  from' 
loan^  &:c.  in  the  sum  above  stated  of  2  mil^ 
lions  and  a  half,  but  that  also  had  been  hud 
in  by  the  balance  in  favor  of  commerce  in 
the  5  years  preceding  1793,  and  was  further, 
more  than  equalized  by  the  exports  from 
England  in  1803-4.  The  hon.  gent,  has 
stated  the  company's  comme^  to  be  a 
losing  one.  He  has  supposed  the  accumo* 
latedexpences  of  Indian  interest9charge8,mer« 
chandize,  and  insurance  to  attach.uiK>n  it,over 
and  above  the  charges  exhibited  in  the  pcofk 
and  loss  of  account.  From  what  has  been 
already  said,  it  is  plain  the  capita]  of  the 
commerce  is  not  borrowed  in  India,  there- 
fore  Indian  interest  cannot  attach  upon  it, 
and  the  interest  paid  in  England  is  charged, 
in  the  home  accounts.  The  charges,  mer- 
chandize of  the  ketones  and  establishments 
in  India,  (not  included  in  the  invoices),  are 
also  brought  to  a<;count ;  and  as  to  insur- 
ance, if  it  is  to  be  charged  on  the  goods,  tlm 
company,  who  are  their  own  underwriters, 
must  have  credit  for  the  amount  of  premiums, 
which  will  come  to  the  same  thing,  as  if  the 
insurance  were  not  charged  at  all*  Upon 
these  fair  data,  the  ccimpany's  commerce 
will  be  found  to  be  a  gaining  one ;  not  the 
China  commerce  only,  but  the  Indian.  By 
an  account  made  up  for  the  latst  1 5  yeats, 
the  profits  amounted  to  -  15,759,734U 
From  which  dividends  having  been 
paid  to  the  amount  of  10,216,901 
And  for  various  aids  to  govt.  285,259 
To  commanders  of  ships    -  335,190 

1»,857,35^ 


There  wajsr^zedin  En^^l^nd 


4,903,584 
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Deduct  balance  ^hi«-t«  India     -     -  S0S/)t4 

England,  bettetfrera  profit  at  home     -'■  — 

in  1804,  in  ISyeaw     -     -    .    -        4^04,500 

And  a  simiUr  accoutit  nude  up  for  the  last 

10 vwi front! 795,  shews  the  total  profits 

to  have  been  .  •    -      -    -     11,656,190  U 

Out  of  which  the  same  iteqfis  of  de- 

4iK3lioii  for  di7id«n4s>  IbC.  being 

»«mmU,  aaouatiBg  to     *    -    -    -        8,024^98^ 


TlMmwa^vaeltzed  in  England   *    •        3,631,203 
I%om  wbicfa»  if  the  above  balance  in 

#|vor  of  j^ia  in  1802-3  were  de* 

ducted -        2,228,549 

Bftglind  wwdd  ftill  be  better  ia  10     « 

-  years,  endini;  1804«  oo  home  trado        1 ,402,654 

With  r^giid  to  th«  account  of  Siock  by 
Compotation,  it  does  contain  the  result  of 
IIm^  general  receipts  and  issues  of  the 
compaiQy's.  aAire,  and  comprehends  ail  their 
xpeeipts  firom  loans  and  profits,  though  they 
me  notf  and  cannot  be  exhibited  in  detai], 
^it  will  be  fiMind  a^^reeably  to  what  has  been 
abort  0tated«)  as  the  hon.  gent,  requires, 
firom  the  natore  of  that  accuHintv  wliich  is 
$m  afattact  aocQttnt*  Pasaing  ov«r  odier 
tUngB  niCtttiQned  by  the  hon.  gent.  I  shall 
#nly  tty  a  few  words  on  what  he  l^as  ad- 
-tMCed  respteting  the  carrying  trade  of  India.' 
He  oomplaiosy  that  the  Parsees,  Arabs,  and 
Amerieane,  are  engrossing  that  trade. 
Sbonld  we.  Sir,  desire  to  exclude  the  Parsees 
and  Arabs. firom  the  trade  of  their  own 
Aotts  }  They  possessed  that  trade  for  cen- 
tortes  before  us :  and  now  they  prosecute  it 
loihc  beneBt  of  onr  settleinents,  where  only 
tfcoy  nan  find  protection,  and  where  they  and 
dieir  riches  rautf  at  length,  settle.  With 
aMptct  to.the  Americans,  certainly  the  man^ 
aet  in -wiiich  they  conduct  their  Indian  trade, 
dbserres  at  a  proper  time  seridus  considera  • 
lion.  Tiic  comnjefciiil  treaty  with  them, 
l^sye  -them  the  privilege  of  a  direct  trade 
between  America  and  our  Indian  p6sscs> 
•ions ;  not  contented  with  tha«,  tliey  carrry 
en^  a  Circuitous  trade  between  India  and 
£urope ;  this  is  an  abuse  which  ought  to 
be  corrected. 

.  Dr.  Laurence  felt  it  his  duty  to  approve  of 
twery  attempt  to  investigate  the  a^ii^  of 
tiuMt  country,  as  diere  mu«r,  sooner  or  later, 
be  a  period  when  thoae  dtain  would  press 
'  themsd^res  on  the  bouse  in  a  manner  that 
eould  not  be  resisted.  He  thought  it  omi- 
nous, however,  that  no  two  (lefsons  in  the 
liottse  could  be  found  to  agree  in  their  cal- 
Ollations  /on  the  estimates  laid  before  the 
house,  or  ev^n  in  the  fignws  that  were  sub- 
mitted to  them,  Tht  revenue  and  com-' 
merce,  he  thought,  were  so  nearly  con- 
ni&ctfid,  that  no  inferences  could  be  drawn 
Jrom.  thcoa  separately.  One  point  in  parti- 
i:ul^^  thought  pressed  stfoa^ly  on  the 


house,  and  that  was,  whether  they  sbonld 
rather  leave  the  trade  to  others,  than  bor- 
row to  support  it.  A  noble  lord  bad 
mentioned  14  millions  of  debt  as  a  very 
high  sum,  but  even  thar  they  might  be 
able  to  support,  provided  they  had  any 
security  that  it  should  not  be  much  more« 
It  was  rather  extraordinary,  the  learned 
member  thought,  that  every  thing  should 
be  represented  in  a  very  flourishing  state, 
and  yet  that  the  debt  at  the  same'tim^ 
slioufd  be  so  rapidly  ^cumulating.  He 
regretted  the  impossibility  of  moving  foi 
accounts  to  be  made  out  in  a  certain  waji 
which  might  render  them  more  precise  and 
intelligible.  , 

Lord  IXunlo  supported  tbe  statement, 
and  could  have  wished  that  tbe  hon.  gent, 
who  undertook  to  arraign  it,  h&d  paid  a 
little  more  deference  to  candour  and  tc 
accuracy. 

Lord  Castlereasch  stated,  that  the  com* 
merce  of  India  bad  sustained  itself  with' 
out  any  aid  from  tbe  revenue,  and  tha' 
the  commerce  had  derived  no  advantage 
from  the  wars  in  that  country.--Tlie  ques 
tion  was  then  carried,  with  an  amend  men' 
by  Sir  W.  Piilleney,  that  the  account?  re 
lating  to  China  should  be  also  distinguishec 
from  those  of  India, 

Lordj  Castlereagh  alsp  moved,  "  tha 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  accoun 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  Com'pauy' 
debts  and  assets  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
eluding  China,  for  the  It^^t  40  years,  fron 
April  1793,  to  18P3  and  1 S04.  distinguish 
ing  such  as  have  been  from  1803  to  1804.' 
After  several  observations  from  member 
who  had  engaged  in  the  previous  part  g 
the  debate,  the  motion  for  the  productioi 
of  •all  the  papers  wliid^  the  noble  lord  wh( 
o))ened  the  business  had  explained,  wa 
curried  withoura  division.— Adjourued, 

KOtSE    OF     LORDS. 

Fridat/i  July  20,  • 
[MiKUTES.]— the  Civil  List  bill.  Lot 
tery  bill,  Voie  of  Credit  bill,  Irish  Count 
Peace  bill,  Irish  Promissory  Note  b\\ 
Felons  Apprehension  bill.  Isle  of  Ma 
Fishery  bill.  Property  Amendment  h\\ 
Poultry  Compter  bill,  Tighe's  Divorce  bill 
and  17  private  bills,  received  ll^  roy^ 
assent  by  commission.  The  commissionei 
were,  the  Lord  Cliancellor,  the  Earl  c 
Roslyil,  anct  Lord  Walsingbam.— The  Lor 
don  Dock  Amendment  bill  was  commit 
ted,  and  Mr.  Plummer  was  heard  again< 
some  of  its  provisions,  in  behalf  of  th 
Vintners'  Company.    The  report  w^s  re 
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cetved,  ftfid  the  biU  ordered  to  b«  tt^d  a 
3d  time  on  Monday  next.— The  Stamp 
Duty  bill  was  couimitted.— The  Irish  Vote 
of  Credit  bill,  and  the  Board  of  Ordnance 
Franking  bill,  were  read  a  Sd  time  and 

t'assed. — The  Irish  Customs  and  Excise 
ill,  and  the  Irish  Revenue  Regulation 
bill,  were  brought  from  the  Commons,  and 
read  a  Ist  time.— The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
presented  a  petition  from  A.  R.  Bowes, 
Esq.  stating,  that  he  had  been  confined 
m  the  King's  Bench  18  years,  at  the  suit 
of  the  late  Lady  Strath  more,  and  bet  re- 
presentatives; that,  from'  the  length  of  the 
proceedings 'before  a  master  in  Chancery, 
it  might  be  many  more  years  before  the 
causes  pending  could  be  finally  deter, 
mined ;  that  he  believed  a  balance  would 
be  found  due  to  him;  that  he  proposed  to 
give  security  to  pay  any  balance  '  that 
might  appear  eventually  against  hinO,  and 
that  his  Iiealth  had  Stt^red  by  bis  confine- 
ment. He  theitifore  pi^ed,  that  ae  a  bill 
was  before  the  house  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors,  their  lordships  would 
grant  him  such  relief  as  they  should  deem 
proper.  The  petition  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

[Stamp  Duties  Bill.] — ^The  Duke  of 
Norfhlk  >tished  to  be  informed,  if  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  commission  fol*  the 
redemption  of  the  land  tax,  were  16  be 
subject  to  the  new  duties.  If  they  were,  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  bill. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  that  he  had  niade 
inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  was 
informed  the  proceedings  under  that  com- 
mission would  ^and  precisely  in  the  same 
eituation  that  tliey  did  previous  to  the  bill 
before  the  cotnmhtee.  He  would  make 
farther  inquiry,  and  communicate  the  re- 
sult of  it  to  the  noble  duke.  The  amend- 
ment which  he  intended  to  propose  might 
be  brought  forward  in  any  other  stage  of 
the  bill. 

The  Duke  oi  Norfolk^  relying  on  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  lord,  would  not 
propose  any  amendment.*  The  bill'  tvas 
then  reported. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^  ^ 

Bridayy^ulyiO.. 

(MiTf  tXTES.]— -The  Speaker  attended  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  whel^e  the  royal  as. 
tent  was  given,  by  cohimission,  to.  the 
Civil  List  bill,  the  Lottery  bill,  the  Vote 
Qt  Cf«dit  bill)  the  Propert^r  Tax  Commis- 


sioners billy  the  Irish  Peace  Pmervatiott 
bill,  the  Irish  Small  Bank  Note  bill,  the 
Ofienders  Arrest  bill,  the  Bark  Impbrta. 
tion  bill,  the  Poultry  Compter  billy  and  \f 
private  bills.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Cavendisli 
took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  for  Aylesbmy^ 
-^A  message  from  the  Lords  acquainted 
the  house,  that  th<;^ir  lord  ships  h»d  agreed 
to  the  amendments  of  the  house  in  thft 
Habeas  Corpus  ad  Testificandum  bHiU 
also  to  the  800,0001.  Irish  Treasury  BiUi 
bill,  to  the  Defence  Amendment  bill,  and 
to  the  London  Permanent  Additiooat 
Force  bill,  withont  any  amendments >>*Tli# 
Lords'  amendmeBts  to  the  Woolwich  Ord^ 
nance  Lands  bill  wvre  agreed  to,  and  Mr« 
Alexander  ordered  to  signify  thd  ooacut^ 
recce  of  thp  house  therem. 

[CoRW  Trade  Bn.L.3-*-JMr.  IT^mi 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  Uie  housfe 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  committte  of  th^ 
whole  house,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  reports  of  several  committees  that  bad 
been  appointed  to  examine  into  the  slalfe 
of  the  corn  trade.  And  then  moved  that 
the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chain 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  rose  to  oppose  it» 
because  he  thought  the  subject  one  of  loo 
much  importance,  and  too  deeply  involving 
the  public  intcrfifet,  to  be  brought  forwattl 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when  it 
was  impossible  ic  could  receive  the  d«ie 
consideration  it  required.  He  had  beside 
to  observe,  that  the  measure,  wkh  a  vieir 
to  which  the  hon.  member  yesterday  1119^ 
ed  for  the  committee,  was  one  which  oiiglit 
not  to  be  adopted  without  the  most  matum 
consideration.  For  even  already^  lUtd 
while  the  bill  which  had  so  recently  falleti 
to  the  ground,  was  peniHng  in  parliament, 
its  operatien  upon  the  corn  mark«t  was 
most  alarming.  The  price  of  bread-corti 
particularly  had  a  most  unu^al  atidene^ 
mous  rise,  from  no  other  public  -cause,  in- 
somuch that  the  Bakers'  CompanjT  had 
ye^erday  waited  upon  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  magistrates,  and  represented  that, 
owing  to  this  riw,  they  could  not,  without 
a*  most  conndetable  lo^  proceed  wit!h 
their  bo8iness>  unless  ii*  tery  m»t*rial  in- 
crease was  niade  iri  the  price  of  bread,  aa 
regulated  for  tiie  Aveck.^  The  price  of  corn 
stilhcontimaed  to  rise  higher  this  day,  and 
for  this  fact  he  Would  appdai  to  his  hoa^ 
colleague  near  hito  (Mr.  Aldermah  Cur- 
tis). It  was  therefore  obvious,  that  the 
consequences  of  reviving  the  hK^fesur^ihust 
be  extreiAely  oppressive  to  the  ptlbli^.  He 
hoped  Hho  hon.  membar  would  aot  peimt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1087] 


F4RL.  DEBATES,  Jitlt  ftO^  IBO^.-^Corn  Thtde  BtU^ 


[1031 


in  the  measare  this  session,  and  should 
oppose  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  We$tern  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find 
ttie  hon«  alderman  object  to  a  measure 
that  had  alneady  been  discussed  in  parlia- 
ment. Should  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's 
leavbg  the  chair  be  now  agreed  to,  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  in  the  committee 
certain  resolutions,  which  should  be  the 
ground-work  of  a  bill  he  afterwards  meant 
to  bring  in  .for  regulating  the  exportation 
and  importation  of  com ;  and  which  should 
be  similar  to  a  bill  lately  passed  in  that 
house^  but  which  was  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  Lords  having  made  in  it  certain 
amendments  that  were  incompatible  with 
the  priirileges  of  the  Commons.  He  should 
bring  in  just  such  another  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  and  then  gent,  who  meant 
to  opipose  it,  should  recollect  that  it  had 
passed  that  house  without  even  a  divi- 
aion,  and  that  it  had  passed  the  House  of 
Lords  without  any,  or  with  vexy  little  op. 
position. 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  the  hon. 
member,  hy  observing,  that  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  take  notice  of  any  thing  which 
bad  passed  in  the  other  house  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Wetiern  resumed.    He  said,  he  was 
sorry  if  he  transgressed  the  orders  of  the 
house  ;  but  his  object  was  to  shew  that  the 
bill,  of  which  he  meant  to  move  a  si- 
milar one,  had  been  considei'ed  by  par- 
liament as  a  necessary  measure,  inasmuch 
as  it  had  passerl  both  houses  in  the  man- 
.ner  he  described.    He  was  sure  that,  upon 
due  consideration,  gent,  would  feel  this  to 
be  a  inost  important  measure.     It  was  no- 
thing less  than  a  measure  to  prevent  thou- 
sands of  acres  of   land   throughout   the 
country  from  beiug  deserted  by  the  plough ; 
to  prevent  farmers  from  converting  their 
lands  to  oth^r  purposes  besides  those  of 
sowing  corn.    It  was  a  measure  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  that  sc^trcity,  which  had 
been  felt  in  so  dreadful  a  manner  some 
years  ago ;  and,  ultimately,  to  make  the 
price  of  corn  moderate  and  cheap.   These 
things  could  never  be  done  by  importa- 
tion ;  they  must  be  done  by  holding  out  a 
sufficient  inducement  to  the  farmer  t 
tivate  grain.     It  was  as  much  for  t 
tere^t  of  th^  consumer,  as  it  was  fc 
grower  of  corn,  that  such  a  regulat 
was  .contained   in  that  bill  should 
place*     He  also  wished  that  gent.  \ 
for  a  moment,  look  at  this  measure  < 
principle  of  policy,  and  see  how  far 
aiecessfuy  so  far  as  it  respected  i 


countries.  There  were  some  circiumstances 
which  had  very  recently  come  to  his  know 
ledge,  that  must  render  the  pohcy  of  lb 
measure  very  apparent.  He  understooi 
that  the  govt,  of  France  had  lately  issue 
an  order  for  permitting  the  exportation  c 
com,  with, a  view  that  the  agriculture  r 
France  might  not  sustain  any  injury.  H 
hoped,  therefore,  that  parliament  woul 
take  care  that  it  w^ould  not  be  necessar 
for  us  to  import  any  com  into  t6is  couu 
try,  which  must  operate  as  an  encourage 
ment  to  the  agriculture  of  France,  and  t 
a  discouragement  to  that  of  G.  Britaii 
This  was  a  very  serious  consideration,  an 
he  hoped  it  would  have  its  due  weigl 
with  the  house.  He  was  confident,  that 
some  encouragement  was  not  held  out  I 
make  it  more  worth  the  farmers  while  1 
grow  com  than  it  was  at  present,  we  coul 
expect  nothing  else  but  scarcity.  Tl 
resolutions  he  now  had  to  submit  were  s 
moderate,  that  no  one  could  object  I 
them.  Here  the  hon.  member  moved  ce 
tain  resolutions  similar  to  those  that  h{ 
been  laid  before  the  house  before,  ai 
declaring  the  necessity  of  certain  reguli 
tions  for  the  importation  and  exportatic 
of  com. 

Sir  WilUam  Curtis  declared  that  he  w 
equally  anxious  with  the  hon.  gent,  to  pr 
mote  the  object  of  the  bill  he  meant 
introduce,  as  he  perfectly  agreed  wi 
him,  that  every  encouragement  should 
held  out  to  the  growers  of  corn,  to  i 
crease  the  quantity  of  that  article  in  t 
countr}'.  But  he  agreed  with  his  ho 
friend  near  him  (Alderman  Combe),  tli 
a  farther  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  t 
discussion  of  a  measure  of  that  kin 
which,  at  the  present  moment,  was  like 
to  ^o  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  t 
country.  He  wished  the  hon.  gent,  c 
posite  to  him  to  consider  what  was  t 
operation  of  the  bill  that  was  already  l 
fore  the  house.  It  had  the  effect  of  sprea 
ing  a  general  alarm  throughout  the  meti 
polis,  and  raising  the  price  of  corn  and 
bread.  On.  the  last  market  day  wh< 
rose  5s.  a  sack;  on  the  present  day  it  re 
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oppose  the  measure  which  the  hon.  gent. 
iBeant  to  bring  forward  in  every  stage,  and 
which,  he  trusted,  he  would  consent  to  put 
off  till  next  session. — ^Tiie  motion  for  the 
Speaker's' leaving  the  chair  was  then  agreed 
to,  und  the  house  being  in  a  committee, 
agreed  to  the  resolutions  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow.-— Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMON>. 

Saiurdaj/f  Juij/ 21. 
At  four   o'clock,   there  being  no  more 
than    2S  members  present,    the   house  of 
course  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  July  23. 

g-oNDON  Cleroy  Incumbents'  Bitt.] 
n  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill. 

The .  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  rose,  and 
said, — My  lords,  on  Thursday  last,  upon 
the  motion  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time,  an  amendment  was  moved 
by  a  noble  duke  opposite  to  me,  to 
change  the  word  **  now"  into  **  this  day 
three  months."  Arjd  upon  this  a  further 
amendment  was  moved,  to  adjourn  the  de- 
bate till  this  day ;  to  which  the  house 
agreed.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  know  dis- 
tinctly, what  question  we  are  now  upon. 
Does  the  noble  duke  persist  in  his  motion 
of  amendment  ? 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  then  renewed  his 
motion,  that  the  word  '*  now"  be  changed 
into  "  this  day  3  mouths.'*    Upon  which. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  rose  and  spoke 
as  follows : — My  lords,  the  bill  upon  which 
we  are  to  debate,  whether  it  shall, be  read  a 
3d  time  now,  or  on  this  day  3  months,  is 
intitled  an  •*  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Incumbents  of  Livings  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don.** My  lords,  before  I  go  into  this  bill, 
I  must  desire  your  lordships  to  remark,  that 
these  *•  certam"  incumbents,  to  whose  re- 
lief this  bill  applies,  are  a  great  majority  of 
the  beneficed  clergy  of  the  city  of  London. 
A  great  majority,  my  lords ;  I  repeat,  and 
insist  upon  this  circumstance,  because  great 
xnisrepresentattbn  is  gone  abroad.  It  was 
lately  asserted  in  a  very  respectable  assembly, 
and  what  was  asserted  in  that  assembly  has 
found  its  way  into  the  public  prints,  that  the 
incumbents  to  be  relieved  by  this  bill,  are  a 
minority  only  of  the  London  clergy.  It  has 
been  said,. that  the  parishes,  to  which  what 
is  called  the  Fire  Act  ai)plies,  and  to  which 
of  consequence,  this  act,  which  is  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  Fire  Act.  applies*  are  in  num- 
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ber  only  48  ;  while  the  parishes  within  the 
city,  not  affected  by  the  Fire  Act,  nor  by 
this  bill„are  5\.  My  lords^  thiS  is  a  most 
outrageous  falsehood.  The  parshcs  which 
tall  under  the  Fire  Act,  and  under  this  bill, 
are  not  fewer  than  86  ;  though  the  livings,  it 
is  true,  are  no  more  than  5 1 .  Forafterthe  Fire 
of  London,  it  was  thought  proper  to  rebuild 
only  51  of  the  86  churches  destroyed  by  that 
calamity,  and  by  uniting,  to  reduce  69  of  the 
benetices  to  34.  And  thus  the  86  parishes 
made  only  51  livings.  Still  they  are  86 
parishes.  But  the  parishes  which  escaped 
the  fire  and  are  not  affected  by  the  Fire  Act, 
are  19,  and  no  more.  The  incumbents, 
therefore,  for  whose  relief  this  bill  is  intro- 
duced, are  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Lon* 
don  clergy. — My  lords,  your  lordships  have- 
heard  much,  I  believe,  of  the  opulence  of  those 
19  livings,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  clergy 
were  not  curtailed  by  the  Fire  Act.  Your 
lordships  have  heard,  that  the  revenues  of 
those  19  livings  arc  immense,  enormous, 
far  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  wants  of 
any  private  clergymen,  too  much  for  church* 
men  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy  1  My  lords, 
this  is  another  falsehood.  C5ne  of  those  liv- 
ings is  said  to  produce  7001.  per  annum, 
another  8OOI.  f  speak  of  reputed  values, 
which  are  generally  beyond  the  truth.  But 
the  averajfe  of  the  1 9  is  no  more  than  29OK 
per  annum. — My  lords,  it  may  seem  stra:ige, 
that,  at  this  time  of  day,  we  should  have  to 
provide  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the 
London  clergy.  Especially  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, by  the  very  preamble  of  this  bill,  that 
their  maintenance  has  in  former  times  been 
the  object  of  parliamentary  provision.  Your 
lordships  have  heard,  that  their  appoint- 
ments are  very  inadequate.  But  you  are, 
perhaps,  not  informed  how  they  came  to  be 
so  poor,  nor  what  claim  the  London  clergy 
have  to  a  better  maintenance.  I  shall  there- 
fore endeavour  to  state  to  your. Lordships, 
what  their  situation  originally  was,  and 
how  they  were  reduced  to  their  present  im- 
poverished condition.  This  will  throw 
much  light  upon  the  argument  I  am  about 
to  hold  upon  the  justice  and  expediency  of 
the  bill  now  before  your  lordships*— 
The  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  youc 
lordships  know,  derives  from  two  principal 
sources ;  tithes  and  oblations*  The  streets 
of  London,  my  lords,  or  of  any  great  town, 
produce  no  tithes.  Certainly  no  prsedial 
tithes,  nor  any  mixt.  London  can  produce 
no  species  of  tithes,  but  the  pentonal.  pf 
personal  tithes  we  hear  much  indeed  in  the 
old  Canonists,  and  something  We  hear  of 
them  in  the  statute  book*  Yet  I  am  per* 
3Z 
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•aaded  ^  claim  never  was  generally  en- 
Iprced ;  and  no  wbere  lest  than  in  the  citjr  of 
London^  The  oblations  therefore  have  been, 
'  in  all  times,  the  prinpipal  maintenance  ot' 
the  London  clergy.  It  is  true  we  have  acts  of 
parliament  which  purport  to  be  for  regulating 
the  payment  of  tithes  in  London.  But  that  is 
only  that  the  word  is  Tery  inaccurately  used, 
as  a  general  name  for  the  legal  dues  of  the 
clergy,  of  whatever  description ;  or  that 
tithes,  if  any  there  were,  are  meant  to  be 
included  under  the  general  provisions  oH 
those  acts.  The  certain  matter  of  fact  is, 
that  the  oblations  made  almost,  if  not  alto- 
gether, die  whole  property  o^  the  London 
clergy.  The  oblation,  your  Lordships 
know,  was  a  small  payment  due  of  right  to 
the  Minister  upon  Sundays  and  other  great 
fotivals  of  the  church ;  regalat^3  in  its 
4|uantum  by  custom  and  usage ;  but  every 
where  bearing  some  proportion  to  the  rent 
of  the  parishioner,  who  was  to  pay  it.  The 
earliest  authentic  intbrmation,  that  I  find 
about  the  oblations  in  London,  is  in  an  or- 
dinance of  Roger  Niger,  who  was  bishop  of 
London  in  an  early  pa/t  of  the  13th  cen- 
tury, i  Niger  requires,  that  the  good  citi- 
zens of  Londonpay  to.the  minister  ene  far- 
thing for  every  10s.  of  rent,  dicbus  Domi- 
nicis,  et  solenmbus,  etfestis  duplicibus  prae- 
sertim  A postolorum  quorum  vigiliajejunan- 
tur ;  ;.e.  on  Sundays,  holy-days,  and  the  dou- 
ble festivals,  especially  of  the  Apostles, 
whose  vigils  are  fasted.  And  these  pay- 
ngkcnts  Bidaop  Niger  orders  as  due,  in  his 
time,  of  ancient  usage  and.  immemorial  cus- 
tom. In  the  beginning  of  the  I3th  centuiy, 
therefore,  the  oblations,  upon  these  days, 
and  in  this  projiortion  to  the  rents,  were  due 
by  a  usage  then  ancient,  and  Uy  a  custom 
tlien  become  immemorial.  There  was, 
however, .  some  want  perhaps  of  precision  in 
the  language  of  Bishop  Niger's  ordinance,' 
iwhich  opened  a  door  to  much  litigation  be- 
tween the  clergy  of  London  and  their  pa- 
rishioners. Bishop  Niger  states  the  quan- 
tum of  oblation,  upon  every  day  of  offering, 
at  one  farthing  for  an  annual  rent  of  10s. 
one  halfpenny  for  a  rent  of  20s.  >and  one 
penny  for  a  rent  of  40s.  But  he  goes  no 
further  in  describing  the  ascending  scale ;  he 
mentions  no  higher  rent  than  40s«  nor  any 
higher  payment  than  one  penny.  From 
which  the  citizens  of  London  had  the  inge- 
nuity to  draw  this  curious -conclusion  :  that 
one  penny  was  the  utmost  that  could  be 
claimed,  let  the  rent  be  what  it  might.  One 
penny,,  they  allowed,  was  dcmandable  every 
offering  day  for  a  rent  of  40s. ;  but  they 
contended,  no  more  was  demandahle  if  the 
rent  $hould  be  40  times  40s.    Arshbiskop 


Amndel  put  out  .a  oonstitutkm,  in  which  \ 
interpreted  Bishop  Niger's  ordinance  moi 
favourably  for  the  elergy.  He  declared  il 
true  sense  of  it  to  be,  that  an  additional  fai 
thing  was  to  be  paid  .for  every  additional  10 
of  rent,  to  whatever  the  rent  might  amoun 
The  Archbishop's  ccnstitudon  was  approvei 
and  confirmed  by  the  pope,  and  the  goc 
citizens  of  London  submitted.  For  yo 
lordships  will  observe,  that  we  arc  got  bac 
to  times,  when  an  ordinance  of  the  diocesa 
and  a  metropolitan  constitution,  confirmi 
by  the  papal  bull,  was  law,  and  the  only  la 
upon  such  questions. — Biit  upon  this  tl 
citizens  of  London  had  recourse  to  anott 
expedient  to  lower  tH^  cTaimVof  oblatior 
They  raised  a  question  upon  the  number 
days  in  the  whole  year,  on  which  the  obi 
tions  were  to  he  paid.  It  was  their  point 
make  them  as  few  as  possible,  and  it  was  t 
interest  of  the  elergy  to  make  them  as  man 
Bishop  Niger's  ordinance  said  the  oblatic 
were  to  be  made  diebus  Dominicis,  et  sole 
nibus,  et  festis  duphcibus,  prsesertim  Ape 
tolorum  quorum  vigilisejejunantur.  Abe 
the  Sundays  there  never  was  any  difficult 
But  for  other  festivals  the  citizens  co 
tended,  that  the  words  praesertim  Apos 
lorum  quorum  vigiliae  jejunantur  were  me* 
to  circumscribe  the  apparent  latitude  of  t 
preceding  words,  solennibiite  et' festis  duf 
cibus;  and  to  specify  what  solemn  days,  a 
what  double  festivals  were  to  be  days 
offering.  And  that  these  were  only  1 
festivals  of  those  Apostles,  whose  vigils  wi 
fasted.  Those,  in  o\\t  calendar,  were  ne 
more  than  they  are  now;  that  is,  they  wi 
no  more  tlian  8.  And  those  8  days,  ad( 
to  the  52  Sundays,  made  60  days  of  offeri 
in  the  whole  year,  if  none  of  the  8  days 
upon  a  Sunday,  which  Would*  sometiii 
happen,  and  reduce  the  number.  Si; 
day*  at  one  farthing  for  each  day  uf 
a  rent  of  10s.  was  equivalent  to  a  rate 
2s^  6*d.  in  the  pound  ;  which  seems,  1  c< 
fess,  -to  be  considerable  for  the  time.  A 
the  diminution,  by  the  Coincidence  of  fci 
vals  and  Sundays,  amounted  to  IK)  m 
than  4d.  upon  the  20s.  rent  in  7  yej 
I'he  dergy  however  naturally  ^wished 
make  more  days  of  offering.  And  to  rh 
they  cei'tainly  were  entitled,  by  Bisl 
Niger's  ordinance  :  or  rather  by  that  and 
usage  and  immemorial  custom,  upon  wh 
that  ordinance  was  founded.— Your  lo 
ships  have  heard  it  said,  that  upon  tliis  oc 
sion,  a  sly  old  pope  created  20  new  saints 
bring  grist  to  riie  mill  of  the  London  cier 
My  lords,  1  know  that  this  assertion  t 
be  found  in  authors  of  considerable  nai 
ho  mi  ght    have  been  expected  ta  v 
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■with  more  cahtion,  6r  with  more  veracity, 
upon  this  subject.     But!  Was  suhpiiztd  to 
find -the  other  day,  that  their  authority  had 
imposed  upon  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
ti|>on  the  woolsack.      My  lords,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  any  noble  lord,  that  'ivould 
give  me  the  names  of  those  twenty  worthies, 
tiiiat  were  canonized  upon  that  occasion  ;  or 
the  name  of  the  Pope  who  performed  the 
operation.     My  lords,  they  are  nowhere  to 
be  foflnd.     The  mimes  of  those  illustrious 
teints,  or  th€  name  of  the  Pope  who  sainted 
them      The  plain   matter  of  fact  is  this. 
Besides  the  festivals  of  those  8    Aposdes, 
whose  Tigils  are  fasted  ;  there  are  pertain 
tlays,  which  have  always  been  observed  in 
the  church,  not  m  the  church  of  Rome  par- 
ticukrfy,   but  in  every,  church  in  Christcn- 
dbm.  With  as  much,  and  some  6f  them  even 
«vith  ra<>re  reveraice  than  the  festivals  of  any 
l)f  the  Apostks.     Days  not  introduced  by 
any  Pope,  but  anterior  to  all  popery.    Days 
which  have  no  reference  to  any  saint,  ancient 
or  modern,  bat  to  our  Lord  himself*  being 
the  anniversiries  or  days  ol>served  as    the 
anniversaries,    of  the  most  interesting  -  oc'4 
currencesof  o^ir  Lord's  own  life;    ^uch  are 
the  fciiSt  of  our  Lord's  nativity,  the  feast  of 
fcis   circu incision,    his  Epiphany.      ''I'hese 
days,  in  the  whole  year,  were  18  in  number. 
To  these  we  must  add^  the   feast  of  tne 
Apostles  St.  Philip  and  St.  James,  and  the 
feast  of  the  rentivity  of  St,  John  the  Baptist : 
which  were  always  observed  as  great  feasts, 
although   the  vigil  of  the  former  was  not 
•fasted.     These,  with  the  other    18,   make 
^0  days :  just  as  many,  as  the  pope  is  said 
to  have  added  new   saints  to  the  calemlar. 
To  which,  however,  two  more  are  strlt  to 
be  added^  being  observed  in  those  times  in 
every  parish,  thougli  not  in  all  parishes  ©"n 
the  Same  daj'^     These  two  are  Uie  anniver- 
sary of  the  de"dication  of  the  par.sh  church*, 
and  the   feast  of  the  patron  saint,  to  whom 
the  church  was  dedicated.     We  have,  there- 
fore, S2  days  iti  the  year  to  be  added  to  the 
8  days  of  the  Apostles,  and  to  the  52  Sim- 
days,  making  in  all  82  days  in  the!  year,  tor 
which  the  clergy  claimed.     And  it  is  re- 
m  irkable,  that  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  VlH. 
upon  an  attempt  fo  adjust  the  differences, 
which  then  subsisted  between  the  clergy  of 
Lond6n  and  their  parishioiters,  the  number 
t(  82  days  of  offering  ift  the  year  was  ad- 
mitted by  a  court  of  common  council,     (.-^ee. 
Moore*9  CaSe  of  the  London  Clergy,  p.  18.) 
It  i&  said,  that  in  the  mterval  between  the 
time  I  am   speaking  of,  an<!    u\t  reign  of 
Hen,  VUh  the  claims  .of  the  clergy  had" 
*1^ft  carried  much  kighei*    About  tne  mid- 


dle of  the*  1 5th  centtrry,  an  incambcnt  (^i 
one  of  the  city  livings  sued  one  of  his  pa^ 
rishio^ers  in^  the  Kccksiastical  court,  for  re«-» 
covery  of  obktions  withholden.     Sentence 
was  given  in  favour  of  the  clergyman.    The 
suit  made  a  great  noise,  and  the  cause  wa» 
carried  by  appeal  to  Rome  ;  where  thie  sen-i 
tence  was  confirmed.     But  the  city  taking 
the  matter  up,  and  disputes  running  veiy 
high.  King  Hen.  VI.  thought  proper  to  call . 
in  thC' pope's  authority.     Nicholas  V.  aftef 
enquiring  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  issued 
hi«  bull,  ratifying  the  ordinance  of  Bishop 
Niger,  as  interpreted  by  Archbishop  Arun- 
del and  innocent  Vli.  and  confirming  the 
.  sentence  given  in  the  case  between  the  clergy* 
mail  and  nis  parishioner.   In  this  the  numbet 
of  offering  dayp,  it  is  said,  was  carried  up  t6 
100.  (See  More's  Case,  p.  U — 17.)     And 
I  can-  easily  bdieve  it.     For  I  can  easily  be^ 
lieve,  that  the  clergy  at  diistime  would  think 
they  had  a  right  to  dai  n  all  the  days  sptci-* 
fi^d^  as    solemn  festival«-atFesta  solemnitef 
celebr&nda — in  the  provincial  constitution  of 
Archbishop  Islep.     The  number  of  days  id 
that  constitution  is  42,  which,  added  to  the 
5^  Sundays,  make  94  (little  short  of  f  00)  ia 
the  year.     Nor  can  I  think  the  claim  of  1  Od 
dajrs  fastens  on  the  clergy,  of  those  times', 
any  imputation  of  rapacity.     For  the  num- 
ber is  much  short  of  what  they  might  have 
clainfcd  under  the  letter  of  Bishop  Niger^ 
ordinance,  which,  seems  to  give  them  all  the 
Festa  Duplicia.     And  the  Fcsta  Duplicii 
of  the  Roman  calendar  arc  very  numerous 
indeed.-    However,  my  lords,  in  the  time  of 
Hen.  VIIL  the  Common  Council  of  Lon- 
don could  hot  reduce  the  ofFermg  days  to  ft 
mmiber  less  than  82.     They  adrhitted  the 
claim  of  the  clergy  *to  82  days  of  offering  in 
the  year.     And  8^,  at  the  old  rate  Of  one 
farthing  for  eacb  diy  upon   every  lOs.  of 
rent,  ii  equivafent  to,a  rate  of  3Srf  Sd.  in  the 
pound. — The  citizens  6f  London  having  arf* 
mitted  the  cl^im  of  the  clergy  to  this  extent  \ 
1  cannot  understand  upon  what  principle* the 
ckiiro  was  reduced  by  the  37thof  Hcn.VML 
to  2s.  9d.  in  the  pound.     Tkfat  Statute  hai 
reference  to  a  decree  to  be  made  by  commin* 
sioners  appointed  by  the  King,  **  for  the  ajl- 
"  peasing  of  divers  variances,  contention*, 
add  strites,  which  had  anscn  between  the 
parsons,  vicars,  atki  curates  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  citizens  a;nd-  inhabitant 
of  the  same,  for  arid  concerning  thfe  pay* 
raent  of    tithed,  dbtations^  and  othei"  du- 
ties   wirlVin  the   Said   Ciry   and*  liberties.*** 
The  preamble  of  ine  act  sett  fo»tii,>    •  tb*t 
rs   well   the  said  parsons   vieSrs    .u     ch- 
ratei,  as  the  said  citiaeds- and  inhabhtoKs 


^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1095]    PARL.  DEBATES.  Jult  23,  tSO^^L(mion  Clergy  tneumbents*  Bitt.     [I09i 


had  ccmpromittcd  and  put  tbemitelves  to 
ttand  to  such  order  and  decree,  touching  the 
premifesy  as  the  King's  commiflsioner^  should 
make.  And  the  statute  enacts,  that  such 
decree  as  should  be  made  by  the  KingV 
commissioners,  or  any  6  of  them,  before 
the  I  ft  of  March  then  next  ensuing,  should 
Itfand,  remain,  and  be  as  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  bind  as  well  all  citizens  and  in- 


thc  rate  of  2s.  9^.  [See  Moore's  Case 
p.  35,  36.]  These  estimates  were  made 
and  both  parties,  the  clergv  and  the  ci 
tizens  appear  to  have  acted  with  great  ^oa 
faith;  for  the  difference  is  little  or  nothing 
nothing  certainly  in  the  general  result,  bi 
very  liitle  in  the  detail,  between  the  tw 
statements  of  actual  receipt,  that  of  tb 
clergy  themselves,  and  that  of  the  dtiicns 


habitants  of  the  said  city  and  liberties,  for  I  though  it  was  the  interest  of  the  clergy  t 


the  time  being,  as  the  said  parsons,  vicars 
curates,  and  their  successors  for  ever."  And 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  commissioners 
issue  their  decree,  **  that  the  citizens  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  city  and  liberties 
shall  yearly  pay  their  tithes  (so  the  decree 
fays,  biit  tithes,  as  I  have  stated  to  your 
lordships,  in  London  mean  oblations)  **  to 
the  parsons,  vicars,  and  curates  of  the  said 
city,  and  their  successors,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, after  the  rate  hereafter  following,  viz. 
of  every    10  shilling  rent  by  the  year,    oi' 


put  it  as  low  as  they  could,  and  of  the  cit 
zens  to  put  it  as  high  as  they  could.  Bi 
they  agreed  in  their  separate  statements,  ar 
by  that  agreement  are  entitled  to  the  highc 
credit.  An(i  by  comparing  either  stateme 
of  actual  receipt,  with  the  statement  of  re 
.  value,  according  to  the  2s.  9d.  in  the  poun 
it  appeal's  [see  a  document  annexed 
Moore's  case,  which  is  said  to  be  preserv 
among  the  records  of  the  city,  in  the  tov 
clerk's  office],  that  what  the  clergy  receiv 
was  less  than  one-third  of  the  full  vali 


fill   and  every   house,   and    houses,    ware-    The  troubles  coming  on,  no  measures  wt 


houses,  ^c.  withm  the  said  city  and  liber- 
ties,  U"|d.  and  of  every  20s.  of  rent  by 
the  year,  of  all  and  every  such  house  and 
houses,  &c.  ds.  9<1.  and  so  above  the  rent 
of  2©s.  by  the  year,  ascending  from  lOs.  to 
10s.   according  to  the  rate   aforesaid." — 
Thus  as.  9d.  in  the  pound,  according  to 
the  rents,  was  fixed  as  a  composition  for 
the  oblations  due  to  every  incumbent  of  a 
living  in  the  city  of  London ;  and  this  con- 
tinues, to  this  day,  to  be  the  legal  claim  of 
every    city    clergyman,    except  any  parti- 
cular place  can  shew  a  custom  of  payment 
at  a  lower  rate,  or  where  another  mode  of 
payment  has  been  established  by  later  sta- 
tutes.-r-But  in  no  period  of  time,  I  believe, 
have  the  London  clergy  actually  received  to 
the  amount  of  this  rate  of  2s.  9d.  in  the 
pound,  short  as  it  falls  of  what  the  court 
of  Common   Council,   in  the   20th  Hen. 
VIII,  s^dmitted  to  be  their  just  demand, 
viz.  3s,  5d.  In  the  pound.     But  even  this 
lowered  demand,  upon  what  principle  low- 
ered I   cannot  say,   this   lowered   domand 
of  2s,  9d.  has  never  been  received.     By 
concealment  of  the  rents,  and  various  sub- 
terfuges, the  payments  were  so  much  re- 
duced, that  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and 
Ch.  I.  the  clergy  applied  to  parliament  for 
redress.     And  in  the  latter  reign,  the  King 
ordered,  that  the  incumbent  of  every  living 
should  send  in  an  account  of  his  actual  re- 
ceipt, at  that  time,  from  his  living.     The 
citizens  were  also  required  to  send  in  their 
estimate  of  the  actual  receipt  of  each  living, 
accompanied  with  a  statement  of  what  the 
m^Vi^  value  of  each  would  ^^ount  tOj  at 


taken  for  their  relief,  and  they  remained 

statu  quo  till  the  fire  of  London  ;  whi 

gave  occasion  to  a  change  in  the  manner 

providing  for  the  clergy  of  those  parisl 

which    were  destroyed  by  the  fire,  wh 

eventually  has  been  very  detrimental  to  the 

.—I  have  stated  to  your  lordships,  that  a 

the  fire  of  London,  51  livings  were  forit 

out  of  the  86  parishes  which  had  suffe 

by  that  calamity.     And  by  an  act  of 

23d  Ch.  IL  commonly  called  the  t  ire  A 

a  certain  annual  income  is  appointed  for 

maintenance  of  the  incumbent  of  every 

of  these  livings,  to  be  raised,  or  so  m 

of  it  as  shall  exceed  the  small  stipend  \ 

in  some  parishes  by  the  impropriator  to 

raised  by  equal  asse««!raent  upon  the  inhi 

tants.     My  lords,  I  do  not  believe  that 

.legislature  at  that  time  meant  to  deal 

berally  by  the  clcrs^y  ;  or  that  the  citizen 

that  time  wished  their  cler<ry  to  be  iilibei 

dealt  by.     It  is  true,  the  settled  incomes 

far  short  of  what  the  amount  of  the  I 

demand  would  have  been,  just  before 

fire ;  and  I  find  that  they  fall  short,  u 

the  whole,  just  jn  the  same  proportion 

which  the  actOal  receipt   fell   short  a 

years  before  the  fire.     I  imagine,  that 

intention  of  the  legislature  was  to  secui 

the  clergy,   what  their  actual  receipt 

been  just  before  the  fire:  and  pcrhap 

might  have  been  unreasonable  to  lay  u 

the  citizens,  under  the  recent  and   Yn 

pressure  of  that  calamity,  a  greater  bui 

than  they  had  been  for  some  years  in 

habit  of  sustaining.     The  provision  ni 

he  competent  foj  the  dergy  of  tha^  ti 
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aind  what  Is  more,  I  believe  the  clergy  of 
that  time  were  better  ofF  with  the  incomes 
the  Fire  Act  gave  thcin»  than  they  wouUt 
have  been,  had  they  been  left  in  possession 
of  their  claim  to  S».  9d.  in  the  pound.  And 
for  this  reason.  Your  lordships  will  find  u 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  statute,  37th  H. 
Vlll.  *'  that  if  any  person  take  a  tenement 
for  less  than  the  accustomed  rent,  by  reason 


the  mauiienance  of  ah  incumbctjt  of  a  Loxw 
Ion-living  in  the  present  times? — Hy  lords, 
t  may  seem  that  1  might  have  «i>ared  thii 
|>art  of  the  argunient;  lor,  with  great  satis* 
faction  I  mention  it,  the  principle  of  the 
bill  is  not  opposed.  No  ojie  of  your  lord» 
ships  entertains  a  doubt,  that  the  provision 
for  the  Londou  clergy  is  shamefully  insuffi- 
cient; and  no  one  of  your  lordships  hot 


of  great  ruin,  or  decay,  brenning,  or  such  |  wishes  it  were  very  considerably  imj^royed. 
like  occasions  or  mischieis,  that  then  such  j  The  objection  to  the  bill,  which  wei^is 
persons  shall  pay  tithes  only  after  the  rate  I  with  some  of  your  lordshi;  s,  is,  that  it  is 


of  the  rent  reserved  in  the  lease,  as  long  as 
the,  same  lease  shall  endure."  And  by  a 
clause  in  the  act  for  the  rebuilding  of  Lon- 
don, passed  in  the  20th  Ch.  II.  tenants  in 
fee-tail  were  impowered  to  grant  the  scitcs 
of  their  demolished  houses,  upon  baildingj 
or  repairing  leases,  as  we  should  now  csdJ 
them,  for  50  years.  The  consequence, 
therefore,  would  have  been,  that  where  such 
leases  were  granted,  the  clergy,  left  to  their 
demand  of  $s.  9d.  in  the  pound,  for  50 
years  to  come,  would  have  received  it  only 
upon  the  ground  rents      The  condition  in 


contrary  to  the  established  usage  of  this 
house,  a  usage  founded  in  the  just  attention 
of  the  house  to  privatie  property,  to  enter- 
tain a  private  bill,  unless  the  petitioners  for 
it  can  shew,  that  they  have  the  consent  of 
all  {hose  whose  interests  may  be  affected  bf 
what  they  desire  to  be  done  for  their  own 
advantage.  My  lords,  I  acknowledge  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  this  proceeding  in  all 
cases  of  private  bills ;  of  bills  in  which  pri* 
vate  interests  only  aie  concerned ;  for  one 
private  interest  is  not  to  be  advanced  at  the 
expence  of  another.     But  although  this  bil 


•which  the  Fire  Act  put  them,  was,  I  be-    was  brought  into  parliament  by  petition 
lieve,  much  better  for  the  clergy  of  that    and  so  far  carries  the  shape  and  appearance 


time.     But  the  evil  was  in  rr  aking  the  an- 
nual income  certain  ;  tor  certain  annual  in- 
come is  unimproveable  income.     If  the  in- 
come was  only  a  competence  then,  it  is  very 
evident  it  must  be  downright  beggary  now. 
And  in  the  same  proportion,  and  at  the 
fame  pace,  at  which  their  parishioners  have 
been  growing  rich,   the  clergy,   with  this 
unimproveable  income,  have  been  growing 
poor.     It'  the  clergyman,    by   his  income, 
w:<s  upon  a  level  with  the  merchant  at  the 
time  of  the  Restoration,   he  is  now,   with 
the  same  income,  hardly  upon  a  level  with 
the  junior. clerk  in  the  merchant's  comptipg 
house.     If  be  is  to  be  raised  to  his  true  level, 
his  income   must  be  enlarged*      I  agree, 
therefore,  with  noble  lords,  who  think  the 
real  fault  of  the  present  bill  is,  that  the  re- 
lief it  will  afford  will  l>e  inadequate.    Your 
lordships^will  recollect,  that  it  was  observed 
by  a  right  rev.  prelate  the  other  day,  that  of 
the  5 1  livings  which  are  the  object  of  the 
Fire  Act,  6  only  amount  to  2001.  per  ann. 
These  6  will  be  raised  by  the  present  bill  to 
3331.  68.  8d.     Another  indeed  will  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  amazing  sum  of  3JS61. 1  Ss.  4d. ! 
This  is  the  great  prize,  which  turns  up  from 
fi  late  union  of  two  parishes,  which,  by  the 
old  act,  produce,  by  their  separate  incdhies 
put  together,  22QU     But  of  the  51  livings, 
the  £ir  greater  part  will  still  be  under  3001. 
per  ann.  and  19  of  them  will  not  exceed 
9Q9U    An4  what  i>  cvca  3001.  per  iwff,  for 


of  a  private  bill,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  k 
is  really  of  the  nature  of  a  private  bilL 
My  lords,  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the  promotioa 
of  private  interests :  in  its  object  it  is  a  pub« 
lie  bill ;  it  is  a  bill  for  an  object  of  the 
greatest  national  importance  that  can  be 
brougrht  before  parliament.  My  lords,  & 
bill  for  the  better  maintenance  ot  the  Lon- 
don clergy,  is  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the 
established  religion  in  the  metropolis*  And 
with  the  condition  of  religion  in  the  metro- 
polis,  its  condition  in  the  whole  nation  is 
nearly  and  intimately  connected.  What 
greater  national  object  can  your  lordships 
have  before  you?  My  lords,  when  I  first 
rose,  I  was  anxious  to  impress  your  lord- 
ships with  a  persuasion  of  the  fact,-  that  the 
petitioners  for  this  bill  are  a  very  great  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  body  of  the  London 
clergy.  I  am  apprehensive,  that  my  ear- 
nestness upon  that  point  may  lead  to  a 
misconception  of  my  present  argument. 
That  your  lordships  may  imagine,  that  I 
would  put  this  out  of  the  cla^  of,  private 
bills,  because  it  is  for  the  general  interest  of 
the  London  clergy.  My  brds,  that  is  not 
my  meaning.  The  general  interests  of  the 
London  clergy,  as  a  body  by  themselves, 
gre  still  but  private  interests.  But,  my 
lords,  my  argument  goes  to  identify  those 
general  interests  of  the  London  clergy  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  nation*  * 
I^'  i^  u^a  tb»t  grouad  (b»t  I  maintain^  tbftt 
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thjff  il  no  pfhrafe  bill,  becansc  ft  is  not  for  a 
private  but  for  a '  pablic  object  of  the  lir»t 
■ingnttude.  And  in  the  cas^ of  such  a  bill. 
k  would  be  s  lacriticc  of  substance  to  forn. 
kideed  (which  1  am  confident  your  lordships 
"#iU  never  makr),  if  your  lordships  were  to 
■IV*  because  this  bill  has  been  introduced  by 

Ctit'on,  we  will  not  entertain  it,  unless  wi 
▼e  belbre  us  every  indiridual,  whose  pri- 
"Wife  interests  may  be  in  any  way  aff'-ctcd,  to 
fpve  his  consent.  Mj  lords,  I  do  deny, 
that  ujKm  a  measure  of  great  national  im- 
portance, the  consent  of  indivrduuls,  whos. 
joterests  may  be  incidentally  atfectrd,  is  to 
be  sought*  PrivKtc  interests  are  to  give  way 
lo  public  advaiitai^e,  and  for  this  veiy  plain 
reason ;  that  the  individual,  whose  intcreart 
h  in  any  way  detei'iorated  by  a  measure  of 
public  expediency,  has  his  compensation  in 
the  share  that  wiH  c®me  ib  him,'^  of  the 
public  good  whioh  the  measiweis  to  •  pro- 
duce.---Still,  my  lords,  I  know  it  is  appre- 
keaded,  that  the  passing  of  this  Iwll  will  be 
a  dangerous  precedent,  and  open  a  door  to 
toany  appliciatioiis,  which  it  would  be  very 
krtp^oper  to  grant;  and  yet  ditficfiH:  to  re- 
fuse when  once  this  is  granted.  Upon  what 
grround,  itissdid,  will  you  refuse,  after  this, 
a  legrslative  relief  to  any  clergyman,  who 
tan  shew  that  his  provision  is  inadequate  ? 
j^lid  Godkr.ows  this  is  what  many  deserv- 
iftg  clergymen  can  too  easily  demotistiate. 
On€f  is  reduced  to  a  miserable  pirta«te  by  a 
flnodus,-  which  he  is  compelled  to  receive  in 
sulisfacliion  for  the  tithes  of  ir>»ny  prol 
doc^e  acres,  and  the  increase  of  numerous 
fiocks  «nd  herds.  Another  per:brms  the 
laborious  duty  of  a  populous  jxirisb,  for  noj 
better  remuneration  in  this  world,  than  a 
scanty  stipend  parid  by  the  impropriator. 
Thefefore,  says  the  noble  and  learned  loVHf 
upon;  the  Woolsack,  the  parsing  of  this* bill; 
will  be  a  dangerous  pi*eccdcnt ;  unless  you  J 
can  distinguish  the  case  of  the  London  clefojy  ^ 
from  the  case  of  any  other  clergyman  who 
is  insufficiently  provi<led.  My  lordJ,  I  tay 
that  tire  case  of  the  London  cler^*  /.?  distin- 
guished. It  is  disrmg'uished  iVorh  eVery 
Stber  bjr  this  vei-y  circumstance,  that  they 
;ire  the  London  .clergy— the  clerijy  pf  the 
ihetropolis.  My  16rds,  this  di^inct'ron  is 
|/ot  of  my  in-vention  ;  it  is  obtruded  upon- 
your  lordships'  notice  by  t\ie  authority  of) 
'the  statute  book;  jn  which  not  a  single  sta- 
tute, from  the  earliest  tirrtcs  to  the  latest,  is 
tb  be  found  relating  t6  tithes  m  general,  in; 
which  an  express  excef>tion  is  not  made  of 


the  case  of  •  the  London  clergy:  and  for! 
fio  Other  reason,  tjiaft  because  diey  are' 
Lo^d««  clergy.     They  u^  clergy,  of  the. 


•metropolif,  and  their  competent  main 
!  nance  is  essential  to  the  maintenance 
j  the  religion  of  the  country ;  vehich  is  i 
I  equally  to  be  said  in  the  solitary  ease 
jany  rural  clergyman.— My  lords,  I  rea 
.ran  perceive  no  analogy  at  all  betwc 
j  the  tfase  of  a  country  clergyman,  beggai 
I  by  a  itibdus  (which,  howeW,  is  a  v( 
deploriible  case),  and  the  case  of  the  be 
of  ihe' London  clergy,  beggared  by  1 
Fire  Act,  1  apprehend  that  every  moc 
(which  the  courts,  if  it  were  litigate 
would  confirm)  must  have  originated, 
must  be  supposed  in  law  to  have  ori 
naled,  in  composition  real.  And  th 
ir  ich  case,  the  incumbent,  at  1 

ti  I  the  composition    took   pla 

re  \r  himself  a  valuable  considei 

ti  and  above  the  small  paymt 

re  ;o  the  detriment  of  his  suca 

'^c  re  was  nothing  unlawful  in  1 

practice,  however  prejudicial  it  was 
the  church  and  to  religion,  till  it  was  i 
strained  by  statute.  But  here  wa«  a  y 
luable  consideration  to  a  person  entitl< 
and  having  at  the  time  a  right  to  s( 
And  ijt  would  be  contrary  to  ail  justi< 
tp  pretend,,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  i 
a3ide'a  lawful  contract  of  so  long  staii 
ing^  I^t  can  it  be  imagined,  that  t 
mcumbeuts  of  the  city  livings  at  the  tii 
received  any  A^aluable  consideration  I 
what  was  subtracted  from  their  le{ 
clainas  by  the  Fire  Act  ?— With  respect 
impropriations,  my  lords,-  it  has  been  i 
gued,  that  this  bill  is  inconsistent  with 
own  principle ;  ifa  as  much  as  proposing 
augment  the  burden  of  the  assessmc 
upon  the  inhabitants,  it  proposes  to  m^ 
no  augmentation  of  the  burden  upon  t 
iiripropriators.  If  the  assessment  up 
the  inhabitants  is  to  be  augmented,  w 
are  not  the  stipends,  paid  by  the  impr 
priators'  to  their  vicars  and  perpetual  c 
rat^,  augmented  in  the  same  proportioi 
It  would  be  only  a  just  imposition  up 
them,  and  would  in  some  degree  ease  t 
inhrflyitafits.  Equitable  as  this  may  see 
my  lords.  On  the  first  face  of  the  pi 
posal ;  I  believe,  npon  a  closer  inspectic 
it  will  appear,  that  it  would  neither 
genei*aliy  practicable  to  raise  the  stipe 
paid  by  the  impropriator;  nor,  were 
practicable,  would  it  be  Just.  Many 
the  impropriations  are  in  the  hands 
ecclesiastical  bodied,  and  make  the  pri 
cipal  part  of  their  maintenance.  Ai 
these  appropria'tors  could  but  ill  aftb 
tcf  expend  the  sources  of  tbeiroA^u  toai 
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tenance  upon  the  support  of  their  infe- 
rior brethren,  however  they  .may  wbh 
their  brethren  were  better  provided.  Then 
the  far  greater  part  of  these  appropriations 
are  under  lease.  And  the  proportion,  in 
which  the  revenue  of  the  estate  is  shared 
between  the  lessor  and  the  lessc^e,  is  for 
the  most  part  such,  that  the  lesfiee  has  sel- 
dom so  little  as  two-thirds,  and  the  lessors 
tn  his  reserved  rents  and  the  fines  put  to. 
gether,  seldom  so  much  as  one-third.  And 
for  this  reason,  the  burden  x>f  the  stipend, 
to  the  vicar  or  tlie  perpetual  curate,  is 
usually  thrown  by  the  lease  *  upon  the 
lessee.  He  pays  it,  as  reserved  annual 
rent.  One  of  the  most  Valuable  appro- 
priations in  the  city,  1  believe,  is  the  rec-  • 
tory  of  St:  Bndg<it,  commonly  .called  St. 
Brides,  in  Fleet-street.  This  is  appro- 
priate in  the  church  of  Westminster.  It  is 
under  lease.  In  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  there  were  endless  disputes  be- 
tween the  lessee  of  the  churcji  of  Webt- 
minster,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish. 
After  teasing  one  another,  with  vexatious 
law  suits  till  both  sides  were  tired  out ; 
they  united,  the  dean  and  chapter  tlieir 
lessee  and  the  parishioners,  in  a  petition 
to  parliament  for  a  bill  to  adjust  their  dif- 
ferences. A  bill  was  accordingly  pfiissed, 
assigning  a  certain  annual  income  of  400l. 
to  the  appropriator,  to  be  raided  by  as- 
sessment upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  pa- 
rish. And  this  seemed  so  much  below  the 
full  value,  that  many  burdens,  which  pro- 
perly belonged  to  the  appropriator,-  were 
tlu-own  upon  the  inhabitants.  This  annual 
income  of  4-001.  is  under  lease.  J 'he 
church  of  Westminster  receive  only  their 
reserved  rent,  and  their  very  moderate 
septennial  fine;  Now,'  my  lords,  in  this 
case,  would  your  lordships  say,  the  church 
of  Westminster  should  be  compelled  to  in- 
crease the  stipend  to  the  vicar  of  St. 
Brides  f  The  dean  and  Chapter  would 
say,  **  We  cannot  afford  it.  VVe  have  not 
the  means.  Our  reserved  rent  goes,  with 
all  our  reserved  rents,  to  the  sustentation 
of  our  collegiate  church,  and  of  our  famous 
grammar  school.  To  the  payment  of  the 
stipends  of  minor  canons,  lay  clerks,  orga- 
nists, sacrists,  virgirs,  and  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  choristers.  And  our  reserved 
rents  are  barely  sufficient  to  this  expemli. 
-ture.  The  septennial  fines  are  our  own 
maintenance  ;  liable,  however,  in  a  cer- 
tain proportion,  and  x)ccasionally  iiable 
without  limit>  to  the  repairs  of  the  fabric. 
FrOxO'^hat  sources  are  ^  to-draw  the  ia- 


crease  of  the  vicar's  stipend  ?"  If  you  sa 
throw  the  burden  upon  your  lessee,  wl 
it  is  very  well  known  pays  the  pn^sent  st 
pend :  •*  the  lessee,  they  will  reply,  wi 
not  consent ;  and  what  means  have  we 
compulsion?  We  renewed  the  lease  b 
last  year,  for  the  accustomed  rent,  an 
with  the  old  covenants.  And  the  les6< 
will  submit  to  no  increase  for  20  years  i 
come— he  will  hold  us  to  our  bargain 
Under  such  circumstances,  my  lords, 
cannot  see  eitl;er  that  the  increase  of  st 
pend  couW  be  practicable,  or  that  it  wou 
be  just.— Again,  in  the  city,  the  impr 
priationy  in  many  instances,  is  in  the  pj 
rish.  The 'parish  has  bought  the  injpr 
priation.  And  in  all  these  cases,  to  ii 
crease  the  stipend  would  be  no  ease  to  tl 
parishioners.  It  would  only  augment  tin 
payments  in  another  shape. — Some  nob 
lords  may,  perhaps,  be  apprehensive,  tin 
if  this  bill  pass,  we  may  soon  be  desire 
to  do  the  same  thing  for  the  incumbents 
those  new  parishes,  which  have  bet 
created  under  the  act  of  Q.  Anne,  f 
building  50  new  churches.  Those  incur 
bents  may  be  supposed  to  be  in  the  san 
?ituation  as  th«  incumbents  of  the  city  It 
ings,  which  this  act  concerns,  in  -^o  tar 
their  maintenance  depends  upon  certa 
annual  income,  raised  by  ass'jssment  ( 
their  parishioners.  My  lords,  the  answ 
is,  that  the  situations  are  widely  differer 
The  incumbents  of  those  new  parishes  d 
pend  in  part  only  upon  fixed  annual  i 
come.  It  is  in  part  only,  that'  their  t 
comes  are  certain  and  unimproveabl 
Their  maintenance,  in  great  part,  depen 
upon  shares  assigned  to  each  of  them, 
a  sum  of  money  raised  by  a  duty  upi 
coals.  And  in  a'^d  of  what  that  mig 
produce,  an  additional  certain  annual  ii 
come  is  assigned  them,  to  be  raised  by  a 
sessment.  But  the  commissioners  for  ca 
rying  the  acts  of  Q,  Anne,  and  Kii 
Geo.  I.  into  execution,  were  directed  to  I 
out  the  shares  of  the  money  raised  by  tl 
coal  duty,  either  in  real  security,  or 
the  public  funds.  Laid  out  in  real  sec 
rity,  it  is  improveable  income :  and  I  fa 
lieve  the  fact  is,  that  it  was  for  the  roc 
part  so  laid  out.  This  I  know  to  ha 
been  the  case  in  two  instances :  in  the  p 
rishes  of  St.  Anne's,  Limehouse,  and  S 
Luke's,  01d-5treet.  The  incumbent  of  t 
former  is  possessed  in  right  of  bh  livir 
of  a  yery  productive  estate  in  Essex  ; 
the  latter,  of  a  very  good  estate  in  Mi 
dlesexy  purcUased  with  the  money  I  mt 
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.  tioned.  The  incumbents  therefore  of  these 
new  parishes,  will  have"  no  pretence  to  so- 
licit the  interference  of  parliament,  to 
augment  the  unimproveable  part  of  their 
income.  They  ar^,  already,  upon  the 
vhole,  well  provided. — My  lords,  the 
case  which  comes  the  nearest  to  that  of 
the  London  clergy,  so  far  as  the  individual 
only  i^  considered,  is  that  of  the  incum- 
bents of  livings,  where  the  tithes  have 
been  commuted,  by  act  of  parliamenti  for 
a  fixed. money  rent.  I  know  one  remark- 
able instance  of  this,  and  i  doubt  not  but 
that  many  more  are  to  be  found,  llie 
tithes  of  a  rectory  in  Oxfordshire,  which 
is  U)  the  patronage  of  the  see  of  Rochester, 
by  a  bill  of  inclosure,  which  passed  before 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  when  such 
matters  were  not  so  well  understood  as 
now,  were  commuted  for  a  certain  annual 
payment  of  lOOL  clear  of  all  taxes  and 
deductions.  It  happened,  that  I  presented 
to  the  living,  not  long  before  1  was  re- 
inoved  from  the  bishopric  of  llochcster. 
And  by  the  account  I  have  had  of  the  liv. 
ing  since,  I  understand  that  the  tithes, 
which  were  exchanged  for  lOOl.  per  an* 
Aum,  now  produce  lOOOl.  or  12001.  But, 
my  lords,  if  the  rector  of  Mixbury  should 
atpply  to  parliament,  if  he  should  say,  '*  my 
case  is  as  hard  as  that  of  the  London 
clergy  \  do  for  me  what  has  been  done  for 
them ;"  I  should  think  it  a  proper  answer 
to  him,  if  he  were  told,  "  your  case  is  in- 
deed very  hard.  But  what  has  been  done 
lor  the  London  clergy,  was  not  done  on 
.the  consideration  of  the  hardship  upon  in- 
dividuals ;  but  in  contemplation  of  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  the  state  and  dig- 
nity of  the  estabUshed  religion,  in  the  me- 
tropolis ;  which  would  be  ill  supported,  if 
the  great  body  of  its  clergy  were  suffered 
.to  remain  in  a  depressed  state.  Your  case 
is  very  hard.  But  the  public  is  not  mate- 
rially affected  by  the  inadequate  provision 
of  the  clergyman  of  an  obscure  country 
village ;  and  a  legislative  arrangement  of 
property  of  long  standing,  must  not  be 
disturbed  for  the  sake  of  an  individual/' 
—In  short,  my  lords,  I  can  see  no  danger 
in  the  precedent,  which,  it  is  apprehended, 
the  passing  of  this  bill  will  establish.  The 
case  of  the  clergy  of  the  metropolis  is  so 
different  from  any  case  that  can  be  ima- 
gined  of  any  private  country  clergyman, 
or  of  the  clergy  of  Westminster,  or  of 
the  suburbs ;  that  what  is  now  done  can- 
not easily  be  drawn  into  precedent.  And 
eiuce  the  present  bill  is  for  a  public  object; 


I  cannot  admit  that  it  is  to  be  dealt  with 
a  private  bill  in  tliis  house,  merely  beca( 
it  was  brought  into  the  house  of  commc 
by  petition ;  and  tiiat  the  petitioners  s 
to  be  called  upon  to  shew,  that,  requesti 
that  to  be  done  for  them,  which  tbe  pub 
good  requires  should  be  done,  insomu 
that  if  it  is  not  done,  great  public  in 
chief  must  ensue ;  I  say,  ray  lords,  svj 
petitioners,  in  my  judgment,  are  not 
be  called  upon  to  shew  that  thev  have  t 
express  consent  of  every  individual,  whi 
interests  maybe  in  some  degree  affected 
measures  of  such  public  importance,  ] 
surely,  my  lords,  public  advantage  mi 
to  a  certain  extent,  overpower  private 
terests.  But,  my  lords,  let  me  not 
misunderstood,  far  be  it  from  me  to  s 
that  upon  a  measure  of  the  greatest  pi 
lie  importance,  if  an  individual  has  an  i 
prehension  of  injury  in  his  private  p 
perty,  he  has  not  a  right  to  petition  y< 
lordships.  That  it  is  not  your  lordshi 
duty,  if  he  sets  forth  his  case,  to  hear  1 
at  the  bar  upon  his  petition,'  and  to  h 
measures  to  prevent  the  injury  to  priv 
property,  if  injury  is  likely  to  arise, 
although  the  interests  of  individuals  ii 
be,  without  injustice,  in  some  degree  de 
riorated  for  the  sake  of  a  public  end,  wt 
cannot  otherwise  be  attained ;  yet  inj 
is  not  to  be  done  to  private  rights,  e' 
for  the  sake  of  public  good:  unless 
consideration  of  the  public  good  invc 
considerations  of  justice,  which  may  j 
tify  what  might  otherwise  be  unjust.  I 
my  lords,  in  the  case  of  the  present  I 
has  any  individual  discovered  any  app 
hension  of  detriment  to  his  proper 
Have  we  had  any  petitions  against  the  ni 
sure  ?  My  lords,  this  thing-  has  not  b 
done  in  a  corner.  There  has  been 
concealment.  The  introduction  of  the 
into  parliament  was  a  matter  of  the  grea 
public  notoriety.  The  draft  of  the 
was  communicated  to  the  court  of  cr 
mon  council.  The  court  referred  it  to 
consideration  of  a  committee,  and  i 
committee  to  a  sub- committee ;  whici 
am  told,  is  the  usual  way,  in  which  si 
business  is  conducted  in  the  city.  ' 
principal  committee  report  to  the  coui 
common  council,  that  the  sub-commi 
had  reported  to  them,  "  that  having  ta 
the  said  bill  into  their  consideration, 
having*  held  several  conferences  with 
committee  of  the  clergy  thereon  ( 
agreed  to  some  alterations  upon  their  s 
gestion)  they,  after  duly  considering  e^ 
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circumstance  in  favour  of  the  said  incum- 
bents, as  also,  of  their  respective  pa- 
rishioners, were  of  opinion,  that  the  said 
.bill  as  it  now  stands,  will  not  be  an  unrea- 
sonable charge  on  die  inhabitants  of  this 
city ;  and,  therefor*;,  may  with  propriety, 
be  acceded  to  by  the  corporation/'  And 
we  (viz.  the  principal  committee)  agreeing 
in  6pinion  with  the  said  sub-committee, 
humbly  submit  the  same,"  &c.— But,  my 
lords,  this  is  not  alL  A  public  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London  was 
called,  not  by  any  authority,  but  by  those 
who,  delighting  in  public  meetings,  volun- 
teered their  services.  One  meeting  at  least 
was  held,  and  came  to  some  wise  resolu- 
tions, in  reference  to  this  application  of 
the  clergy  to  parliament ;  which,  by  order 
of  the  meeting,  were  to  be  communicated 
to  the  lord  mayor,  the  alderman,  deputies, 
and  common  council  of  the  several  wards, 
and  the  churchwardens  of  the  several  pa- 
rishes; to  be  by  them  communicated  to  the 
inhabitants  at  large ;  with  the  very  evident, 
though  not  avowed,  design  of  exciting  an 
opposition  to  this  bill.  But,  my  lords, 
what  did*all  this  axivertising  and  meeting, 
and  resolving,  and  communicating  pro- 
duce ?  Nothing  at  all,  my  lords.  It  cer- 
tainly tended  to  turn  the  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  whole  city  to  the  bill. 
But  no  petition  was  produced — not  a 
tpouth  was  opened,  till  in  the  very  last 
atage  of  the  bill,  and  when  the  present 
session  of  parliament  was  supposed  to  be 
within  a  few  days,  or  rather  a  few  hours 
of  its  close,  a  paper  was  presented,  pur- 
porting to  be  i^  petition  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don against  this  bill.  My  lords,  if  a  peti- 
tion against  any  private  bill  had  come,  in 
such  a  stage  of  the  bill,  and  at  such  a  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  before  a  committee 
ftbove  stairs;  1  know,  what  the  impres- 
sion would  have  been  upon  the  mind  of  a 
noble  friend  of  mine  opposite  to  me,  who 
deserves  highly  of  the  country  for  the  vigi- 
lance witli  which  he  watches  the  iniquity 
of  private  bills ;  I  know,  whqit  the  impres- 
sion would  have  been  upon  my  noble 
friend's  mind,  and  upon  my  own.  The 
mode  of  opposition  would  have  prepossess- 
ed us  strongly  in  favour  of  the  bill  so  op- 
posed. We  should  have  said,  «<  This 
smells  too  strom  of  trick.  A  petition 
against  a  bill  thaflias  been  the  whole  ses- 
sion pending  1  In  this  stage  of  the  biU ! 
And  in  these  expiring  moments  of  the  ses- 
sion !  The  opponents  feel  they  have  nothing 
to  say  against  the  bill,  and  they  wojild  kill 

V0L.il. 


it  by  stratagem."  My  lords,  I  am  too  lit- 
tle acquainted  with  city-politics,  to  pre** 
tend  to  guess  in  what  way  this  same  peti- 
tion against  the  bill  before  your  lordships 
might  be  procured ;  after  the  bill  had  re- 
ceived its  2d  reading,  after  the  report  of 
the  committee  above  stairs  upon  the  bill, 
when  it  was  before  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  previous  to  its  3d  readings 
My  lords,  when  first  I  heard  of  this  fa- 
mous petition,  I  thought  it  might  be  a  step 
taken  only  for  the  good  of  the  common 
Serjeant — that  this  bill  might  not  be  car^ 
ried  through  without  his  deriving  some 
emolument.  My  lords,  I  mean  no  dis- 
respect to  that  learned  gent. ;  far  from  it. 
When  he  appeared  at  your  lordships'  bar, 
he  felt,  I  suppose,  that  he  had  litire  to  say 
in  support  of  the  petition,  and  he  had  the 
good  sense  to  say  very  little. — My  lords, 
under  all  these  drcumstances,  considering 
the  bill  as  in  substance  a  public  bill,  con- 
sidering the  want  of  opposition  as  a  tacit 
consent,  if  consent  were  wanted,  of  all 
persons  affected  by  it,  consideripg  the  im- 
portance of  the  object ;  I  cannot  agree  to 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  duke, 
and  I  shall  certainly  say,  *^  content"  upon 
the  question,  that  the  word  "  now"  stand 
part  of  this  motion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  had  em-p 
ployed  the  time  which  had  intervened 
since  the  l^st  discussion  of  this  question, 
to  satisfy  his  mind  on  the  doubt  he  had 
then  expressed,  He  was  happy  to  say,  h& 
did  think  the  clergy  of  the  city  of  London 
had  been  treated  by  the  legislature  in  ^ 
manner  peculiar  to  themselves ;  and  that 
this  bill  might  perhaps  pass  without  its 
being  drawn  into  a  precedent  and  general 
rule.  But  he  must  strongly  protest  against 
this  general  principle,  that  because  it  is 
right  to  provide  for  a  great  general  good, 
you  may  do  so  by  tailing  the  property  of 
individuals,  fie  must  protest  agamst  this 
relief  being  given  to  the  London  clergy, 
on  any  principle  that  n^ay  make  the  claim 
equitable  from  ail  clergymen  who  have 
insufficient  incomes,  to  be  relieved  by  a 
tax  on  their  own  parishioners.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  principle  of  the  bill  ex* 
tending  to  the  whole  metropolis,  to  the 
environs,  to  any  thing  but  the  city  of 
London.  He  besought  their  lordships  to 
beware,  lest  they  should  bring  forth  those 
numerous  and  extensive  claims  on  the 
part  of  the  dergy,  that  would  provoke  a 
jealousy  between  the  clergy  and  their 
flocks.    That  many  of  the  clergy  had  nof 
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an  adequate  or  decent  maintenance,  no 
one  wo  old  deny.  We  feel  ashamed,  his 
lordship  observed,  when  we  are  cooipelled 
to  speak  on  this  subject ;  we  feel  disgraced, 
as  Christians,  tliat  many  of  the  clergy 
have  such  scanty,  penurious  incomes.  But 
it  is  the  public,  and  nut  individuals,  that 
should  be  taxed,  to  provide  more  decently 
for  them. — His  lordship  then  went  at  con- 
siderable length  into  the  history  of  the 
revenue  of  the  London  clergy.  He  shewed, 
that  the  offerings  which  constituted  their 
revenue  were,  by  custom  and  common 
Jaw,  grown  iuto  a  right.  The  offerings 
came  to  be  settled  by  custom,  as  a  rate  of 
so  much  in  the  pound.  The  fixed  reve- 
nue given  in  lieu  of  this  iniprovcable  in- 
coine  from  tlie  rate,  he  conceived  to  have 
been  enacted  by  the  law  of  Cb.  II.  with- 
out Uie  consent  of  the  clergy,  and  that 
was  important  to  the  question.  But  above 
all,  what  he  had  found  in  tracing  the 
whole  history  most  important  to  this  bill, 
was,  that  the  legislature  had  often  made 
particular  laws  for  the  London  clergy.  If 
the  bill,  therefore,  could  pass  on  grounds 
particular  to  the  London  incumbents,  he 
sliould  be  glad;  and  if  their  lordships 
were  of  that  opinion,  he  should  be  relieved 
from  his  doubts. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  developed  the  his- 
tory of  the  income  of  the  clergy  in  a 
most  perspicuous  and  distinct  manner. 
He  considered  the  act  of  Ch.  II,  as  an 
iniquitous  compulsion  on  the  clergy. 
When  the  dark  history  of  that  day  was 
looked  at,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
The  plain  intention  of  the  time  was,  to 
destroy  the  Protestant  religion.  Of  the 
five  persons  then  in  administration,  two 
were  papists^  two.  infidels,  and  th6  fifth  a 
presbyterian;  The  established  cjiurch, 
therefore,  had  little  chance  among  them. 
The  present  bill  partly  repaired  the  wrong 
of  that  of  Ch.  II.  But  how  partially  would 
be  seen  by  this.  He  bad  calculated  how  much 
in  the  pound  the.  income  of  the  London 
clergy  would  amount  to,  with  the  advance 
made  by  this  bill,  and  it  was  not  8d.  in 
the  pound.  The  old  rate  was,  on  the 
average,  about  2s,  gd.  He  respected  the 
moderation  with  wliich  this  bill  was  pro- 
posed, 'and  received  also,  by  the  public. 
lie  augured  well  from  this  of  the  times. 
No  objections  had  been  made  by  indivi- 
duals on  the  score  of  property.  But  if 
such  were  to  be  'made,  he  sliould  scarcely 
be  inclined  to  receive  them.  He  would 
Qot  be  forward  to  hear  a  man  camplaiu  of 


that  by  which  his  family  And  his  <Aildreii 
are  benefited  in  the  most  essential  part. 
The  bill  he  more  especially  considered  as 
an  affair  of  stole.  It  concerned  that 
which  was  as  high,  as  great  as  any  part  oj 
it.  It  was  not  easy  to  say,  among  essen* 
tials,  which  is  greatest;  but  if  any  were 
in  the  state,  it  was  that  which  regarded 
the  existence  of  religion  and  morality.  ^ 
late  experience  had  shewn  how  important 
that  was ;  for  when  that  is  gone,  all  the 
rest  is  a  wreck.  For  these  reaisons  he  gave 
his  hearty  support  to  the  bill. 

The  Bishop  of  London  said,  the  historj 
of  this  whole  matter,  -and  the  reason  o 
the  question,  had  been  so  ably  handled  b] 
the  right  rev.  prelate  who  opened  the  dis 
cussion,  that  he  would  only  now  expresi 
his  hope  that  the  noble  duke  would  with 
draw  hb  former  motion  Tor  postponing  th( 
bill  for  3  months.  T.he  object  of  the  bil 
was,  to  repair  in  a  small  degree  the  gros 
wrong  done  to  the  London  clergy  by  th' 
act  of  Ch.  11.  to  give  some  comlort  to  mos 
deserving  men,  who  had  lived  on  penu 
rious  incomes,  and  to  support  the  cause  o 
the  established  religion.  He  therefor 
hoped  the  noble  dukd  would  withdraw  hi 
opposition  to  it.       " 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  begged  it  to  b 
understood,  that  it  never  had  been  in  hi 
contemplation  to  oppose  the  allowance  c 
an  adequate  support  to  the -clergy.  O 
the  contrary,  he  wished  that  the  situatiu 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  clergy  tfirougl: 
out  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  should  b 
ameliorated.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
curate^  with  his  family  in  the  countn 
starving  upon  a  scanty  salary  and  stinte 
allowances;  por  did  he  wish  to  see  a 
incumbent  in  London  deprived  of  tli 
means  of  procuring  the  necessaries,  an 
participating  with  his  wife  and  children  i 
those  decent  and  national  amusements  f< 
which  he  was  qualified  by  his  charact< 
and  education.  His  great  objection  1 
the  bill  wfis,  that  he  feared  it  tended  i 
trench  upon  private  property,  and  ih 
without  especial  guards,  it  would  encoi 
rag^  inniuncrable  applications  of  a  siniil 
kind,  the  consequences  of  which  no  mi 
c  ould  foresee  |ie  toust  persist  in  his  o 
position  to  it ;  but  after  what  had  falh 
from  a  right  rey,  prelateghfT  would  not  c 
vide  the  house.  ^ 

The  Bishop  of  5^.  A9aph  maintaine 
that  as  this  was  a  public  bill  (for  so  ] 
must  call  a  bill  which  professed  to  provi< 
for  the  maintenance  of  an  important  p^ 
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of  the  national  clergy),  there  was  no 
necessity  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  in- 
dividuals. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  coincided,  in  opi- 
hion  with  the  noble  duke,  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  obtaining  the  concurrence  of 
all  those  whose  interests  were  likely  to  be 
bftected  by  the  bill.  To  prevent,  as  far 
as  he  could,  the  principle  of  the  present 
bill  from  being  drawn  into  precedent,  he 
wonld  express  his  dissent  from  it,  but 
without  meaning  to  divide  the  house.— The 
question  was  then  put,  **  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  3d  time,"  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. — Adjourned. 


.    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Monday,  July  23. 
[Minutes.]  —  A  message  from  the 
Lords  acquainted  the  house,  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Volunteer  Act 
Amendment  bill,  the.  Stamp  Duty  and 
Loyalty  Loan  bill,  the  Nassau  Salt  Ex- 
portation bill,  without  any  amendment. — 
Mr.  Western  then  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  bringing  up  the  report  on  the  Corn 
Trade  committee*  The  report  was  ac- 
cordingly brought  up,  the  resolutions  read 
a  1st  and  2d  time,  and  a  bill  ordered  to 
be  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  same.  The 
report  was  also  ordered  to  be  printed. — 
Mr.  Corry  moved,  that  the  account  of 
Irish  Linen  exported  since  the  union,  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  hous^,  be 
printed.     Ordered. 

[Finance  Resolutions.]— The  Chan- 
celhr  of  the  Exchequer  next  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  ior  the  resumed  de- 
bate on  the  resolutions  respecting  the 
amount  of  the  national  debt.  The 
difference  between  the  resolutions  whicli 
he  intended  to  bring  forward,  and  those 
already  proposed  by  an  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Johnstone),  lay  in  a  small  compass,  and 
might  easily  be  reconciled.  The  resolu- 
tions he  alluded  to  would  be  ready  to- 
morrow; and,  for  the  satisfaction  of  all 
pai^ties,  he  wished  the  discussion  on  the 
subject  to  be  deferred  till  that  day,  as  it 
wiis  not  scarcely  possible  that  the  neces- 
sary papers  to  be  presented,  could  be 
printed  before  that  time.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  then  moved  his  1st  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to,*  and  the  farther .  debate 
upon  the  subject  wa&  po8^)Gmed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Vansittart  said,  that  as  he  did  not 
iponceive  that  this  subject  would  be  90^" 


ciently  elucidated  by  the  resolutions  that 
had  been  suggested,  he  would  to-morrow 
move  some  additional  ones,  in  order  to 
render  tlie  inferences  more  clear  and  dis- . 
tinct,     For  that  purpose  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  move  for  the  j^roductioa  of  two 
accounts  :  the  one  entitled,  *'  an  Account 
or  estimate  of  the  duties  of  customs  and 
excise  in   G.   Britain,  charged  and  out- 
standing upon  bond  or  otherwise,  on  5th 
April   180^,    to  5th  April    1804-,   distin- 
guishing the  several  articles,  and  tempo- 
rary from  permanent  duties;"  the  other, 
'•  an  Account  or  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  the   duty  on   property,  due  and  out- 
standing, from  the  same  date,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  he  made  up.** — Agreed  to.     . 
[Corn   Trade  J^ill.]— Mr.    Weste*'n 
brought"  up  a  bill  for  regulating  the  im- 
portation and   exportation   of  corn,  and 
the   bounties  and  duties  thereon;   which 
he  said  was,  in  substance  and  effect,  in  all 
its  clauses   and   provisions,    precisely  si- 
milar to  the  one  lately  rejected  in  that 
house,    on   account  of   the   amendments 
made  by  the  House  of  Lords,  except  in 
so   far  as  related  to  those  amendments. 
He  hoped  that  the  bill  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  house,  and  moved 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  1st  time. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  said,  he  had  various 
objections  to  urge  against  this  bill,  b^t  he 
should  content  himself  at  present  with 
asking  the  postponement  of  it  to  apother 
session.  There  was  one  particular  point 
to  which  he  wished  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  house ;  he  meant  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  went  to  regulate  the  importa- 
tion of  grain  from  Ireland  into  Scotland, 
which  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  Scotland  by  the  average  price  beiug 
computed,  not  by  the  prices  in  the  dil^ 
ferent  districts  iu  Scotland,  but  by  those 
of  the  districts  in  Ireland.  He  wished  to 
know  from  the  hon.  gent,  who  moved  the 
bill,  how  such  matters  were  now  to  be 
regulated  ? 

Mr.  Weatcrn  said,  the  avowed  intention 
of  this  bill  was  to  regulate  the  importa* 
tion  and  exportation  of  grain  from  Ire- 
land to  Scotland*  by  the  average  prices 
of  the  4  maritime  districts  of  Scotland, 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  impede,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  the  importa^on  of 
oatmeal  from  Ireland  into  Scotland.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  also,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  open  the  ports,  and  encou- 
rage th6  corn  trade  between  G.  Britaia 
-and  Ireland.     The  difference  of  the  prices 
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was  at  any  rafte  but  Uifttng  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  not  amounting  in  general  K 
more  than  l-8tli.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  noble  lord  would  defer  th«  far- 
ther statement  of  his  objections  till  tht 
bill  was  eommitted. — The  bill  was  then 
read  a  1st,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d 
time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed, 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  July  24. 

^Insolvent  Debtors  Bill.] — The 
order  of  the  day  for  their  lordships  going 
lAtp  a  committee  on  this  bill,  being  read. 

The  LordCAanci'Uor  c\\i\ix.ed  the  woolsack, 
and  delivered  his  sentiments  i^pon  the  sub- 
ject. The  measure  tlieir  lordships  were  about 
to  consider  was,  he  observed,  one  oi  great 
and  peculiar  importance  ^  one  which,  to 
a  certain  degree,  involved  an  alteration  in 
the  law  of  the  coantry.  Bills  for  the 
Telief  of  insolvent  debtors  were  some- 
times productive  of  good  ;  birt  tliey  were 
often  productive  of  monstrous  evil :  they 
were  often  rendered  a  most  efficacious 
instrument  of  chicanery  and'  swindling. 
With  respect  to  the  present  measure,  he 
fiftd  to  remark  the  late  period  of  irts  being 
Brought  forward,  and  the  circwmstancc  that 
one,  the  highest  in  the  administration  of 
the  civil  law  of  the  country,  never  knew 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  bill  until  it 
^ame  up  to  that  house.  Much  had  been 
said  of  the  humanity  of  such  proceedings ; 
but  that  consideration,  though  it  certainly 
would  have  it*  due  sway  with  their  lord- 
ships, would  never  induce  them  to  lose 
sight  of  the  paramount  dictates  of  justice. 
Even  on  that  ground,  he  observed,  it 
Vvould  be  the  greatest  and  most  beneficial 
humanity  to  the  debtor,  to  let  him  know 
expressly  that  the  provisions  of  the  law 
would  be  strictly  enforced.  He  had  many  ; 
objections  to  the  bifl  in  its  present  shape. 
He  saw  not  that  eqjual  measure  of  justice 
dealt  to  the  creditor.  There  was  no  power 
given  to  the  creditor  to  call  upon  the 
debtor  to  satisfy  him,  as  far  as  he  could, 
by  a  surrender  of  his  estate,  effects,  &c. 
There  was  not  that  mutual  power  given ; 
and  by  the  present  bill  a  debtor  might,  if 
he  chooscd,-  as  debtors  had  done  before, 
live  in  prison  beUer  than  perhaps  the 
creditor  could  live  ©utr  These  considera- 
tions should  have  been  attended* to.  It 
was  incumbept  on  that  house,  in  justice' 
to  those  whose  interests  they  repi^sented, 
for  their ,  lordships,  in  some  points  ol 
view,  were  rtpreseutatives  as  wfAl  as  the 


otlier  housey  to  see  that  they  were  at* 
tended  to.     When  such  a  bill  as  the  pre- 
sent was  brought  up,    without  the  least 
explanation  of  any  of  its  provisions,  with* 
out  tin '  opening  of  a  single  sentence,  it 
was  necessary  their  lordships,  previous  to 
going  into  ^  conHnittee  oi>  the  bill,  should 
be  apprised  of  its  principle.    This  they 
had  to  collect  from  the  preamble  to  the 
bill,  which  ran,  "  Whereas  several  per- 
sons new  are/  and  for  a  long  time  have 
been,  confined   for  debt  in   the  several 
gaols  in  this  kmgdom,  who  are  willing  and 
desirous  to  make  the  utmost  satisfaction 
in  their  power  to  their  creditors*^    And 
whereas,  notvvitlistanding  the  great  preju- 
dice and  detriment  which  occasional  act» 
of  insolvency  may  produce  to  trade  and 
credit,  it  may  be  convenient,  in  the  pre- 
isent  state  of  the  prisons  and  gaols  of  this 
\  kingdom,  that  some  of  the  prisoners  who 
\  are  n^ow  confined  therein,  truly  surrender- 
ing the  whole  of  their  property  to  their 
creditors,  ^K)uld  be  liberated/'  dec.     By 
this  extract  from  the  preamble,  their  lord- 
ships  would  see  that  the  bill  itself  ad-^ 
mitted  the  inconvenience,  in  point  o^  po- 
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situation  as  to  become  debtors,  and  pro- 
bably subject  to  the  Operation  of  the  mea- 
sure. In  some  points  of  view,  he  thought 
tfcre  regulations  of  the  bankrupt  laws  placed 
the  creditor  in  a  better  situation  than  such 
bills  as  the  present,  as  therein  the  credi- 
tors^  if  they  chose,  might  withhold  their 
consents.  In  point  of  security,  offences 
against  the  bankrupt  laws  were  punishable 
in  an  exemplary  manner.-~*After  dwelling 
a  little  fartiier  on  the  comparison  between 
the  administration  of  justice  under  the 
bankrupt  laws,  and  the  provisions,  of  in- 
solvent bills,,  he  more  especially  adverted 
to  those  of  the  present  measare;  respect- 
ing which  I  he  thought,  all  that  could  be 
done  in  a  committee  was,  to  render  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  bill  less  mischievous  than 
it  would  now  prove,  and  to  reconcile 
them,  as  far  as  was  possible,  to  the  con- 
siderations of  legal  justice.  Upon  these 
grounds,  he  should  make  no  objection  to 
an  endeavour,  by  means  of  a  cunimittee, 
to  make  the  bill  as  useful  as  it  could  be ; 
at;  the  same  time  he  desired  it  to  be  un- 
xlerstood,  as  not  considering  himself  as 
pledged  upon  a  3d  reading,  even  so 
amended.  He  bad  to  protest  against  the 
bringing  up  such  bills  as  that  in  question 
dt  such  a  late  period  of  a  session;  and 
though  he  knew  their  lordships  were  duly 
alive  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  he  knew, 
at  the  same  time,  they  would  attend  to  the 
Considerations  of  their  duty.  This  bill 
they  could  not  consistently  pass  without 
great  and  considerable  alterations. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  observed,  there 
were  certain  points  which  he  did  not  ex- 
pect would  have  fallen  from  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack;  and  these 
consideratioi^s  induced  him  to .  trouble 
their  lordships  with  an  account  of  the 
causes  which  led  him  to  come  forward  in 
support  of  the  present  bill.  He  would 
first  premise,  that  in  a  great  deal  of  what 
was  advanced  by  the  learned  lord,  he  most 
cheerfully  concurred;  in  illustration  of 
which,  it  may  be  recollected,  that  during 
an  interval  of  nearly  l6  years  that  he  had 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  he 
was  a  silent  spectator  of  many  insolvent 
bills  originating  in  that  house ;  and  with 
respect  to  what  part  he  did  take  in  such 
discussions,  it  was  rather  in  what  may  be 
called  the  unpopular  side.  However,,  on 
th98e  as  on  every  other  occasion,  he  acted 
from  motives  of  conviction  alone,  and 
according  to  the  best  dictates  of  his  judg- 
ment;   With  respect  to  the  measure  un- 


der consideration,  he  had  4)een  requested 
by  a  noble  friend  now  absent  (Earl  Moira)^ 
and  at  a  distance  upon  an  important  duty, 
simply  to  forward  the  bill;  and  he  wa$ 
assured  by  him,  at  tlie  same  time,  that 
there  was  no  sort  of  disposition  to  oppose 
it.  As  to  the  measure  itself,  he  woul4 
not  then  give  an  opinion  upon  it.  Hd 
merely  stood  forward  as  the  instrument  of 
that  nobk  person,  for  whom  he  had  the 
strongest  regard,  and  he  had  proimsed  no 
farther.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so 
amended  by  the  committee,  a?,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  obviate  those  injurious  conse- 
quences adverted  to.  He  was  aware,  io 
some  measure,  of  the  ill  efi^cts  which  bilb 
of  tlie  kind  must,  to  a  certain  extent^ 
have  in  a  country  which  may  be  reck^ 
oned  the  first  commercial  country  in  tfair 
world. 

Lord  Granthy  said,  that  in  such  bills  it 
was  usual  to  guard  against  the  fraudulent 
creditor.  That,  no  doubt,  would  be  done 
in  this  bill ;  and  he  thought  it  should  be 
permitted  to  go  into  a  committee.— 'The 
house  then,  without  a  division,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee.  The  clause  be« 
ing  read,  wfhich  provides  that  every  per- 
son shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
act,  who  was  in  prison  on  the  1st  Jan. 
1804,  or  has  been  at  any  time  since. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that 
those  latter  words  would  free  every  debtor 
who  owed  namore  than  15001.  who  should 
to-morrow  ^  throw  himself  into  prison. 
This  was  inconsistent  with  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  as  stated  in  the  preamble,  and 
could  never  be  intended  even  by  its 
friends.  He  therefore  moved,  that  tiie 
words,  "  or  has  been  at  any  time  since," 
be  expunged,  and  the  following  words  in- 
troduced, "  and  has  ever  since  continued 
in  prison,  and  is  now  in  prison."  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to.— The  clause 
being  read,  which  discharges  the  future 
property  of  the  debtor,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor moved,  that  it  be  expunged.  He 
thought  that  granted  too  much  to  the 
debtor ;  more  than  was  granted  to  the 
bankrupt  when  he  does  not  get  his  certifi. 
cate.— The  clause  was  then  negatived .-r- 
Various  verbal  amendments  were  made  on 
the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He 
said,  the  learned  and  noble  lord  that  he 
had  alluded  to,  had  proposed  that  debtors 
in  execution  should  alone  receive  the  be- 
nefit of  the  act.  But  he,  for  his  part, 
I  thought  many  debtors  imprisoned  on 
mesne  process  were  in  a  more  unfortunate 
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#ase  than  the  former.  He  sbodd  there- 
fore wave  that  emendment, 
'  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  he  should 
move  a  clause  to  be  added,  for  the  rehef 
of  persons  who  certainly  were  objects  of 
telief;  and  he  thought  the  proposition 
would  be  one  to  •  whicU  their  lordships 
would  not  object.  He  should  move,  that 
debtors  who  had  been  imprisoned  for  5 
'years  or  more,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
SOOOl.  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act.  His  grace  said,  that  this  might 
not  be  extended  to  any  fraudulent  debtor, 
he  sliould  propose  that  any  one,  who  pro- 
poses to  take  the  benefit  of  this  part  of 
the  act,  shall  not  be  discharged  but  by  the 
euthority  of  the  court,  or  a  judge,  who 
shall  have  the  discretion  to  discharge  him 
or  not,'  according  to  his  opinion  of  the 
case,  and  shall  not  be  compelled  to  declare 
his  reasons.  His  grace  moved  a  clause 
accordingly. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  objected 
to  it,  because.it  vested  a  discretion  in  the 
judges,  whom  he  never  wished  to  see  pos- 
sess any  other  power  than  that  of  declaring 
what  the  law  is.  He  objected  still  more 
strongly  to  that  part  which  excuses  the 
judge  from  declaring  the  reasons  of  his 
decision.  He  hoped  never  to  see  the 
judges  released  from  that  obligation,  to 
the  habit  and  expectation  of  which  he 
ascribed  much  of  the  purity  of  the  admi. 
nistration  of  justice.  He  deemed  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  clause,  in  tjiese  instances, 
extremely  dangerous. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  there  were 
instances  of  judges  in  this  country,  who 
were  not  compelled,  in  certain  cases,  to 
declare  the  reason  of  their  decision.  Jus- 
tices, of  the  peace  are  judges;  and  in  re- 
fusing licences  to  public  houses,  they  are 
released  from  that  obligation.  He  had 
known  where  numbers  .of  publicans  were 
refused  their  licences,  only  because  they 
opposed  a  certain  political  interest;  and 
yet  they  could  obtain  no  redress,  for  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  held,  that  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  were  not  bound  to  state 
their  reasons. 

"  The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  be  spokp  ofily 
of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  law.  The 
instance,  however,  given  by  the  noble 
duke,'  proved  how  dangerous  the  rule  was 
in  less  important  cases.— The  committee 
then  divided  on  the  noble  duke's  motion  ; 
Contents,  1,  Non-contents  4.— The  clause 
was^of  course  lost. —The  house  being 
-afterwars  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morTow.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OP   COMMOKS^ 
Tuesdajff  Juiy  24« 

(MiMUTcs.l  A  message  .from  the  lordi 
informed  Xhe  house,  that  their  lordships  had 
a^eed  to  the  London  Incumbents'  bill,  and 
the  London  Dock  Regulation  bill,  vritbout 
any  amendments.— Mr.  Corry  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  copies  of  the 
letters,  instructions,  and  other  documentsi 
rccciycd  by  the  Boards  of  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise in  Ireland,  from  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  there,  relative  to  the  better 
collecting  of  revenue^  from  the  $5th  March, 
1799,  to  the  1st  Jan.  1800.     Ordered. 

[Corn  Trade  Bill.]  Mr.  Western 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  2d  read-* 
ing  Qf  this  bill.  He  thought  it  right  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  giving  notice  that  it  was 
proposed  to  fill  up  the  blank  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  the  act,  in 
the  conimittee,  with  the  1 5th  of  Nov.  being 
the  next  following  quarter-day,  instead  of 
the  1 5th  Aug.  which  was  the  day  proposed 
for  the  commencement  in  the  former  bill. 
The  reason  for  making  this  alteration  was, 
that  accounts  had  been  received  firom  various 
parts  of  the  country,  that  the  appearances  of 
the  ensuing  hai-vest  were  not  so  favourable 
as  there  had  been  at  first  reason  to  expect* 
On  this  ground  it  was  thought  right  to  re- 
tard the  operation  of  the  present  measure  to 
a  period  at  which  the  produce  of  the  ensuing 
harvest  would  be  ascertained  and  collected, 
so  that  no  premature  exportation  could  take 
place,  to  expose  the  country  to.  want.  By 
this  akeration  there  would  also  be  this  ad- 
vantage, that  parliament  WQuld  in  all  pro- 
bability be  sitting  at  the  time  ;  which  would 
be  a  com'plete  security  for  the  repeal  of  the 
measure,  if  the  country  should  be  then  in  a 
situation  to  dread  any  mischief  from  its  ope* 
ration.  He  hoped  these  considerations 
would  remove  the  apprehensions  which  some 
persons  entertained  from  the  bill,  and  that 
they  would  induce  the  gentlemen  who  had 
already  manifested  some  opposition  to  it,  not 
to  impede  its  progress. 

Mr.  Alderman  Coombe  rose  to  oppose  it. 
He  said,  he  had  hoped  thehon.  gent,  would 
not  have  persisted  in  puling  forward  this 
bill  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session.  For 
h'^  own  part,  he  could  not  but  consider  the 
bill  as  tending,  and  calculated  to  perpetuate 
the  jwricc  of  com,  so  that  it  should  never 
fall  bebw  a  certain  sum  per  quarter,  or 
bushel.  It  bad  already  been  productive  of 
very  serious  effects  to  .the  public,  and  pari, 
ticulariy  to  the  low^r  classes  of  the  people, 
by  raising  the  price  of  corn  JLOs.  a  bnsbcU 
during  the  progress  of  tlie  last  bill  through 
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the  two  houses';  and.it  would,  in,  all  likeli-? 
hood,  have  a  still  further  tendency,  if  the 
present  bill  was  persisted  in.  The  present 
alteration,  no  doubt,  made  the  bill  less  ex- 
ceptionable than  the  former  one:  but^till 
he  disliked  ihc  measure  alto;;ethcr;  and,  as 
such,  he  could  wish  the  house  to  forego  it 
till  the  next  session  of  parliament >  when  the 
bUl  would  have  the  advantage  of  receiving  a 
more  general  and  ample  disgussion.'  He 
therefore  moved,  that  instead  of  the  word 
*•  now,"  tlie  words  **  this  day  6  months" 
be  added.  ' 

Sir  fK,  Curtis  rose,  he  said,  to  second  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend.  He  had  a  very 
'great  objection  to  the  bill,  as  he  was  sensible 
It  had  already  been  the  cause  of  raising  con- 
siderably the  price  of  com.  It  had  also  in- 
creased the  price  of  fiour ;  and  there  had  been 
a  rise  In  the  assize  of  bread,  for  two  weeks 
past.  He  thought  the  amendments  would 
certainly  make  the  bill  less  exceptionable  ; 
but,  as  the  operation  of  it  was  not  to  lake 
place  with  respect  to  exportation,  before  the 
1 5th  of  Nov.  he  thought  that,  as  parliament 
might,  in  all  likelihood,  meet  before  that 
time,  it  would  be  better  the  whole  should 
be  postponed  to  the  next  session,  when  it 
would  have  the  fullest  investigation  and 
discussion. 

Six  John  Anderson  expressed  himself  of  the 
$ame  opinion.  He  thought  the  bill  was  of 
great  magnitude  and  importance,  and,  as 
fuch,  that  it  ought  not  to  pass  in  so  very 
Jate  a  period  of  the  session.  In  consequence 
of  what  had  already  been  done  upon  the 
subject,  the  assize  of  bread  had  been  again, 
for  the  third  time,  raised  yesterday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  allowed 
that  the  period  of  the  session  was  late,  and 
the  attendance  of  members  of  course  thin  ; 
but  if  the  bill  which  was  nowbefore  the 
house  did  not  differ  from  one  to  which  the 
bouse,  in  a  very  full  attendance,  had  given 
its  approbation,  and  which  would  ha\e 
passed  into  a  law,  he  did  not  see  the  objec- 
tion of  its  being  now  brought  forward  at  a 
late  period  of  the  session,  or  in  a  thin  atten- 
dance, could  with  propriety  be  urged.  The 
measure  was  not  a  new  one  ;  it  was  one  of 
which  the  hous-  had  been  long  in  possession, 
grounded  on  the  reports  of  highly  respectable 
committees,  and  amply  discussed  in  its  pro- 
gress through  the  house.  The  measure  had, 
after  all  thisco'is.deratjon  and  inquiry,  passed 
that  house  with  full  approbation,  and  had 
been  sent  back  only  in  consequence  of  a 
trifling  alteration,  not  of  any  moment  in  the 
operation  of  the  bill,  which,  however,  from 
the  forms  of  that  house,  rendered  it  necessary 


either  to  relinquish  the  measure  altogether 
for  the  present  session,  or  to  bring  it  for 
ward  in  its  present  shape.  He  trusted^  » 
therefore,  the  house  would  sec  it  in  quite  ^ 
different  light  from  an  entire  new  i;neasure 
brought  forward  for  the  first  time,  whicl^ 
he.agreed  would  be  highly  improper  at  thi^ 
late  period,  in  a  thing  of  such  magnitude^ 
To  lay  aside  the  measure  entirely,  would  be 
to  defeat  the  intention  which  the  house  h^4 
declared  early  and  in  a  full  attendance.  It 
^*^as  therefore  desirable  that  the  measure 
should  take  effect,  unless  any  thing  ha4  " 
interfered  to  render  it- proper  to  reconsider 
it.  Nothing  of  this  nature  had  occurred; 
for  though  it  had  been  stated  that  the  pric^ 
of  grain  and  flour  had  risen,  and  that  the 
rise  was  to  be  imputed  to  this  measiire,  he 
beKeved  the  fact  did  not  go  to  that  extent ; 
any  rise  that  had  taken  place  was  to  be  im-i 
puted  to  other  causes  than  this  measure. 
Such  rise  as  had  taken  place  might  very 
naturally  be  the  result  of  the  prospect  of  a 
diminished  harvest  in  the  next  year,  and  it 
was  yet  far  below  the  price  which  was  uni- 
versally allowed  to  be  necessary  for  the  due 
enceuragemfent  of  agriculture.  The  in- 
crease of  the  price  that  had  taken  place  wii 
not  regular  nor  constant.  In  the  present 
week  the  price  had  fallen,  for  though  the 
assize  of  bread  had  been  increased,  that  wai 
regulated  not  by  the.  pride  of  the  current; 
but  of  the  last  week.  The  present  price 
was  far  from  being  so  high  as  that,  wbicll  * 
all  agreed  was  a  sufficient  price*'  There 
was,  besides,  an  additional  inducement  to  * 
pass  the  bill  in  the  delay  of  the  cottimence"* 
mcnt  of  the  new  export  price  tHl  1 5th  Nov. 
The  country  would  be  secure  of  its  own  bar* 
vest,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  supply  froni 
America  and  the  Baltic  would  still  be  open« 
It  would  also  be  easy  at  thab  time  to  adopt* 
in  a  full  parliament  any  alteration,;  if  cir- 
cumstances should  be- such  as  to  render  anj^  ' 
necessary.  This  course  was  far  better  than 
that  parliament  should,  by  rejecting  the  pre* 
sent  bill,  run  counter  to  its  own  sense,  so 
fully  and  decidedly  pronounced.  * 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  said,  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  worthy  alderman  re- 
moved much  of  the  objections  which  he 
had  to  the  bill.  He  still,  however,  thought 
that  the  consideration  of  the  measure .  might, 
without  any  danger,  be  deferred  till  next 
session ;  for  to  him  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  such  necessity  now  existed  as  to  call 
for  and  justify  such  urgency.  —  After  ^ 
few  words  in  explanation  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Wcs. 
tern,    the   house  divided    on   the   amend- 
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snentf  when  the  numbers  were,  for  it  1 1 . 
Againat  it  56.  Majority  for  the  bill  ^5  : 
•which  was  accordiugl}  read  a  ^d  time,  atit 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-raorrow. 

{FiNANCfi      RESOLyrfQNI.]--^n      th< 

motion  .of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche 
quer,  the  acljoamed  debate  on  the  btate  o 
the  public  debt  was  resymed* 
.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchcquer  rose,  and 
nioved  his  first  resolution,  which  was  read 
by  the  Speaker  as  follows :  '^  That  the 
^otal  amount  .of  the  public  funded  debt  ol 
G.  Britain,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1803, 
'^67,OOS,978U  of  wliich  67, 255,9 lol.  had 
been  purchased  by  the  coroniissioiierB  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt ;  aid, 
I9,19i0«587l.  had  been  transferred  to  them 
on  account  of  the  land  tax  redeemed, 
Reaving  a  funded  debt  unredeemed,  of 
4S3»572.476*1. ;  and  that  the  amount,  of 
Annuities  charged  on  G^  Britain,  (after  de. 
ducting  what  have  fallen  in)  was  on  the 
1st  of  Feb.  in  short  annuities,  and  for 
Jives,  53d«979*  i  ftnd  in  loog  annuities, 
a,015,410l." 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  there  was  a  differ- 
ence in  his  statement  from  that  which  had 
formerly  been  proposed  by  a  right  hon. 
friend  of  bis  (Mr.  Tierney);  that  right 
hon.  gent,  usually  took  his  statement  from 
the  year  1793,  the  last  year  of  tlie  peace ; 
be  took  his  from  1802,  the  breaking  out  of 
the  new  war.  His  right  hon.  friend  was 
also  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  survey  of 
what  might  be  tlie  probable  situation  of 
our  finances  in  time  of  peace.  This  state-- 
ment  was  productive  of  much  discussion 
and  great  variety  of  opinion,  and  he  there- 
fore purposely  abstained  from  it ;  the  more 
«o,  as  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  hit  upon 
any  thing  li&e  an  apcurate  estimate  of 
what  might  be  our  peace  establishment. 
We  should  be  always  able  to  meet  it,  for 
the  means  and  resources  of  the  country 
yfere  evidently  such  as  abundantly  to  sup- 
ply whatever  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
might  be  in  time  of  peace.  Within  the 
last  year  he  thought  there  was  an  increase 
of  debt  of  about  40  millions.  But  that 
indeed  inchided  loans  of  two  years.  What 
might  be  taken  from  that  by  the  progres.s 
of  the  sinking  fund  could  not  easily  be  as 
certained,  as  the,  amount  of  the  diminu- 
tion would  depend  upon  the  price  of  stock 
at  the  time.  There  should  also  be  include^ 
the  loan  for  Ireland,  and  the  expences  oi 
the  axchequer  bills,  though  even  this 
would  create  no  very  material  diflferenct 
between  his   statement  and    that  of  the 


right  hon.  gent,  ft  was  important,  in  bis 
niud,  that  such  a  view  of  our  financial 
ituation  should  be  continually  kept  befora 
'he  eyes  of  that  house  and  of  the  public; 
lud  as  far  as  it  lay  in  the  power  of  his 
tumble  abilities,  it  was  a  task  and  a  duty 
.vhich  he  should  endeavour  to  perform. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex* 
pressed  his  satisfaction  at  finding  the  two 
itatements  so  nearly  coincide  with  one 
another.  The  points  wherein  they  differ- 
ed were  besides  very  inconsiderable.  Ha 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  hon.  gent.  re« 
^pecting  the  means  and  ability  of  the  coun^^ 
try  to  meet  whatever  might  be  necessarjf 
at  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  Indeed,  the 
statement  be  bad  made,  exhibited  resources 
to  an  extent,  which  could  find  no  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world  ;  and  that  too, 
after  a  period  of  ten  years'  war,  the  most 
dangerous  and  expensive  in  which  the 
country  had  ev€r  been  engaged.  For  so 
far  from  our  means  being  decreased,  our 
wealth  was  rapidly  progressive.  There 
were,  however,  some  omissions  in  the  state* 
ment  of  the  hon.  gent,  to  which  he  must 
beg  leave  briefly  to  advert:  they  principally 
arose  from  not  attending  to  the  improve, 
ment  of  our  navigation,  and  to  thepropor« 
tion  which  the  progress  of  the  sinking  fund 
should  be  observed  to  bear  to  the  amount 
of  the  national  debt*  From  that  consi«> 
deration  chiefly  arose  that  stability  on 
which  our  credit  rested.  That  proportion 
last  year  was  as  77  to  1  ;  this  y^ear  it  was 
much  more  favourable ;  for  It  appeared  to 
be  in  the  proportion  of  75  to  1  ;  and  that 
even  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  war.  As 
to  tlie  loan  for  Ireland,  it  should  not  be 
included  here.  This  country  was  not 
chargeable  with  it,  as  long  as  the  funds  ii^ 
Ireland  were  not  available,  and  there  was 
no  room  to  apprehend  the  reverse.  As  to 
the  iuterest  of  the  exchequer  bills,  it  was 
not  usual  to  provide  for  it  in  the  year  in 
which  they  were  issued.  But  the  interest 
for  those  issued,  for  example,  in  1804, 
would  be  foiiud  in  the  budget  for  1S05, 
As  to  the  poor  rates,  he  was  ready  tq 
agree  that  they  were  very  burdensome,  an4 
that  something  should  be  devised  to  alle- 
viate the  burden »  But  they  should  not  b^ 
included  in  these  statements;  for  govt, 
had  no  controul  whatever  over  them  for 
any  political  purpose.  As  well  might  be 
included  in  them  the  county  rates,  what 
vas  charged  at  turnpikes  and  pan^s,  and 
ven  tythes,  and  many  other charges»whi«h 
had  no  connection  with  the  nature  of  the 
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charges  enumerated  in  these  financial 
statemepts.  He  was  glad,  however,  that 
the  difference  between  him  and  the  hon. 
genti  on  main  points,  was  by  no  means  ot 
a  material  nature. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  the  public  cre- 
ditor would  look  to  this  country  for  the 
discharge  of  the  debt  in  Ireland ;  he,  there- 
fore, thought  it  fail'  to  include  it. 

Mr.  Corrt/  did  not  see  the  propriety,  as 
an  hon.  member  had  suggested,  of  includ- 
ing the  sum  to  be  raised  for  Ireland  in  the 
statement  before  the  house.  The  state  of 
the  Irish  exchequer  was  such  he  assured 
the  house  as  would  enable  Ireland  to  pay 
what  might  be  necessar3% 

Mr.  Francis  mshed  to  know  if  any  secu- 
rity had  been  received  for  the  loan  made 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  or  if  that 
debt  was  considered  as  imposed  on  G.  Bri- 
tain, He  hoped  the  house  would  not  be 
too  lavish  in  voting  away  money,  and, 
that  such  occurrences  as  this  would  ope- 
rate as  a  useful  check  on  their  liberality," 
and  caution  them  from  proceeding  on  the 
principle  that  there  would  be  an  increase 
of  means  in  proportion  to  their  demands. 
The  experience  we  had  had  of  our  increas- 
ing means,  ought  not  to  make  us  forget  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  economy.  The 
favourable  proportipn  which  the  sinking 
fund  bore  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  might 
'  be  owing,  he  contended,  to  the  war, 
which  was  at  the  same  time  the  cause  of 
our  expence.  This  apparent  advantage 
was  owing  to  the  falling  of  the  funds,  and 
thus,  he  said,  we  derived  consolation 
from  adversity.  In  regard  to  the  poor 
rates,  he  argued  also  for  the  propriety  of 
including  them  in  the  statement  of  the  mo- 
nies to  be  raised,  because  being  upwards 
of  5  millions  a  year,  they  ought  to  be  al- 
ways kept  in  view  by  the  house,  because^ 
just  so  much  less  would  the  country  be  able 
to  bear  as  was  raised  in  this  way. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
application  had  been  made  to  the  Austrian 
govt,  for  the  repayment  of  the  advances 
made  by  this  country ;  but  that  they  were 
ineffectual.  The  claim,  however,  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be  just ;  but  the  distressed 
and  exhausted  state  of  the  Austrian  finances 
were  pleaded,  as  an  excuse  for  delaying 
the  discharge  of  the  debt.  As  to  the  ob- 
servation of  the  hon.  gent,  that  the  fa- 
vourable proportion  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
the  national  debt  would  arise  from  the  de- 
pression of  the  funds  by  the  war,  he  could 
i^ot  think  it  well  founded ;  for  if  it  affected 
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it  at  all,  it  was  in  so  slight  a  manner  as 
scarcely  to  deserve  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count. 

Mr,' J ddingf on  said,  he  rose  to  confirm 
what  had  just  been  said  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last,  that  the  claim  had 
been  repeatedly  made  and  acknowledged 
by  the  Emperor's  ministers,  as  one  which 
they  were  bound  in  honour  lo  pay ;  but 
such  was  the  distressed  state  of  their  fi- 
nances, that  any  further  urgency  could 
not  be  used  at  present,  considering  the 
state  to  which  Austria  had  been  reduced, 
in  consequence  of  her  exertions  during  the 
late  war.— The  right  hon.  gent,  expressed 
himself  extremely  glad  to  see  the  impres- 
sion which  had  been  made  on  the  minds  of 
the  hon.  gent,  opposite,  by  the  statements 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  house,  re- 
lative to  our  expenditure,  and  the  resources 
we  had  to  answer  it.  He  was  happy  to 
think  that  the  plan  he  had  proposed  and 
adopted,  of  raising  10  millions  within  the 
year  by  war  taxes,  had  proved  so  success- 
ful ;  and  if  the  house  continued  to  support 
it,  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  still 
more  so.  For  it  was  clearly  evident,  he 
said,  that  there  had  been  a  progressive  in* 
crease  of  permanent  taxes  during  the  war. 
The'  war  taxes  proposed  in  May  1803, 
were  likely  to  produce  12,500,0001.  he 
had  calculated  only  on  8,800,0001.  so  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  a  million  during 
the  present  year.  The  military  expences 
of  last  year  were  far  greater  than  those  of 
any  year,  in  the  last  war ;  but  there  were 
many  expences  in  that  year  "which  could 
not  occur  again; 'for  instance,  those  in- 
curred for  the  building  of  barracks,  and 
furnishing  arms  for  the  volunteers,  cannot 
occur  again  during  the  present  contest.  It 
was  very  apparent,  that  we  have  assets 
more  than  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
whole  of  the  present  debt,  and  outstanding 
assets  also,  to  provide  for  outstanding 
debts.  This  might  be  ascribed,  he  said, 
to  the  rapid  progress  of  the  sinking  fund, 
and  the  smallness  of  the  loan  last  year 
which  put  that  fund  in  a  situation  of  73 
to  1 ;  in  proportion  to  the  whole  debt, 
which  in  a  year  of  peace  was  as  77  to 
I ;  so  that,  unless  some  unforeseen  cala- 
mity should  happen,  we  might  hope  for 
still  furtlier  increase.  He  described  the 
state  of  our  commerce  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  all  other  nations,  to  be  greater  in  ex- 
tent and  more  flourishing,  than  at  any 
former  period ;  and  he  was  happy  to  say, 
that  the  increase  ot  our  manufactures,  as- 
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tninsi^rred  to  it^  on  account  ef  Hind  tax  re 
deemed;  leaving  a  funded  debt  unredeemed  o^ 
480,572','V761. :  and  that  the  amount  of  annuities 
charged  on  G.  Brit,  (after  deducting  what  have 
Tallen  in)  was  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  in  short  annuities, 
9nd  for  lives,  539,9791.  and  in  long  annuities, 
1,013,1101. 

2'  That  the  total  amount  of  public  funded  debt, 
created  in  G.  Brit,  for  account  of  Ireland,  was,  on 
the  Istof  Feb.  1803,  22,348,0001.  of  which  there 
had  b^en  purchased  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
redaction  of  tl^e  national  debt,  1,123,4151.  leaving 
a  funded  debt  unredeemed  of  21,224,5831.  together 
with  long  annuities  to  the  amount  of  9,79  U. 

3.  That  the  total  amount  of  the  public  funded 
debt,  created  in  G.  Brit,  for  account  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  was,  on  the  Istof  Feb.  1803, 
7,302,6331.  of  which  373,1371.  had  been  purchased 
by  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
tional debt ;  leaving  a  funded  debt  unredeemed  of 
7,127,4961.  together  with  annuities  to  the  amount 
of  230,0001.  which  will  expire  in  181 9. 

4.  That  the  iamount  of  the  outstanding  demands, 
unprovided  for  on  5th  ja^j.  1803,  exclusive  of  un- 
funded debt,  and  of  the  anticipation  of  certain  du- 
ties annually  voted,  was,  ^92,6301.  That  the  defi- 
ciency 6f  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1802,  was 
171 ,4311.  making  the  amount  of  demands  unprovid- 
ed on  the  5th  Jan.  1803,  764,0611. 

5.  That  the  unfunded  debt,  exclusive  of  the  an- 
ticipation in  the  usual  form  ot  certain  duties  an- 
nually voted,  and  of  those  provided  for  by  the  aids 
of  1802,  amounted,  on  the  3th  Jan.  1803,  to 
9,933,2481.  exclusive  also  of  3,000,0001.  advanced 
ty  the  Bank,  without  interest,  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  to  be  repaid  in  1806. 

6.  That  the  total  amount  of  the  public  funded 
debt  of  G.  Brit,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1804, 
583,008,9781.  of  which  77,698,4671.  had  been  pur- 
chased by  tbe  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt;  and  21,147,8881.  had  bpcn 
transfciTed  to  them  on  account  of  land  tax  re- 
deemed; leaving  a  funded  debt  unredeemed  of 
484,162,6221.  and  that  the  amount  of  annuities 
charged  on  G.  Brit,  (after  deducting  what  have 
fallen  in),  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  in  short  annui- 
ties; and  for  livesi  316,3131.  and  in  long  annuities 
1,047,4941.  and  that  a  further  debt,  amounting  to 
18,200,0001.  capital  stock,  has  been  created  by  the 
sums  borrowed  in  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment. 

7.  That  the  total  amount  of  the  public  funded 
debt,  created  in  G.  Brit,  for  account  of  Irelaiv^,  was, 
on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1804,  23,348,0001.  of  which 
there  had  been  purchased  by  the  commissioners 
for  the  redaction  of  the  national  debt,  1,393,6711. 
leaWng  a  funded  debt  of  23,952,3291.  together  with 
long  annuities  to  the  amount  of  16,2031.  and  that  a 
further  debt,  amounting  to  8,190,0001.  Capital 
stock,  has  been  created  by  sums  borrowed  in  the 
present  session,  in  G.  Brit,  on  account  of  Ireland. 

8.  That  the  total  amount  of  public  funded  debt, 
created  in  G.  Brit,  for  account  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  was,  on  the  1st  of  F?b.  1904,  7,502,6331. 
of  which  459,8281.  had  been  purchased  l>y  the 
commissioners  for  the  redaction  of  the  national 
debt ;  ieavin|(  a  Am^ed  <|ebt  of  7,042,8951.  together 
with  gpniUttes  to  the  amount  of  230,0001.  wliich  will 
expire  in  I8ig. 

9.  ThattK^  ^n^Qunfpftlieputstapdinif  demands, 
unprovided  fpy  (^'{he  3tji  of  jan.  1604,  exclusive  of 
unfui^d  debti  an<}  (^  tho  anticipation  of  certain 
mxde»  auauaily  voted,  was  2,024,0831.  that  the  sur- 


plus of  ways  and  meAns  for  the  year  1803,  Was 
1 ,570,6641.  reducing  the  amount  of  demands  un- 
provided for  on  the  3th  Jan.  1804,  to  653,4211.  the 
whole  of  which  has  been  paid  off  or  provided  for  in 
the  present  session. 

10.  That  the  unfunded  debt,  exclusive  of  the 
anticipation  in  the  usual  form  of  certain  duties  an- 
nually voted,  and  of  exchequer  bdls  provided  for  by 
aids  1803,  amounted,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1804,  'to 
16,305,6071.  exclusive  also  of  3,000,0001.  advanced 
by  the  Bank,  without  interest,  for  the  renewal  of 
their  clwrter,  to  be  repaid  in  1806,  of  which  sum 
of  16,305,6071.  2,768,5001.  ha§  been  paid  off  or 
provided  for  in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

11.  That  the  annual  charge  on  account  of  tlie 
public  debt  of  G.  Brit,  after  deducting  the  charges 
of  management  on  loans  redeemed  by  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  interest  on  stock  transferred  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  land  tax,  was  on  the  1st  Feb^  1803, 
23,510,9671.;  and  on  the  1st  Feb.  1804, 
24,110,4751.;  and  that  a  further  dharge  l|as  been 
incurred  on  account  of  the  sum  borrowed  in  the 
present  session,  amountmgto  736,1901. 

12.  That,  the  sum  annually  applicab  e  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt  of  G*  Biit.  in  pursuance 
of  the  several  acts  relating  thereto,  was,  for  the 
year  1803,  6,3 1 1 ,6t261. ;  being  about  l-77th  pait 
of  the  unredeemed  debt  existing  in  1803,  and  may 
for  the  year  1804  be  estimated  at  6,831,1921.  being 
about  l-73d  part  of  the  unredeemed  debt  existime 
in  1804.  ^ 

13.  That  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes  existinjs;  previous  to  5th  Jan.  1793,  was 

in  the  year  ended  -  5  Jan.  1793    <£14,284,000 

on  5  Jan.  1794        13,941,000 

on  5  Jan.  1795        13,858,000 

:  ,         on  5  Jan.  1796        15,337,000 

on  3  Jan.  1797        14,292,0L^ 

pn  5  Jan.  1798        l?,3r>^2,000 

on  5  Jan.  1799       14,27^,0. 0 

on  5  Jan.  ISCO        15,7*5, lvi9 

on  3  Jan.  1801        14,194,33^ 

on  .3  Jan.  1802        14,49^,226 

on  5  Jan,  1S03        15,425,0j»0  ' 

and  on  3  Jan.  1804        U,tJ0o,OOf) 

Which  last  sum  exceeds  the  oiet  produce  of  the 

permanent  taxes  on  the  3tli  Jan.  1.793,  by  617^001, 

and  is  exclusive  of  a  large  increase  of  arrears  o^t- 

standiug. 

14.  That  the  total  net  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes,  in  the  year  ended  3th  Jan.  1803,  amounted 
te  23,246,6811.  including  713,3251.  paid  ^r  boun* 
ties  on  corn  and  rice  imported  in  the  yeaT  1802  i 
and,  on  the  3th  Jan.  1804,  the  total  net  produce  of 
permanent  taxes  amounted  to  30,754,7241.  includ- 
ing 43,9771.  for  bounties  on  corn  and  rice  imported 
in  the  year  1803. 

15.  That  the  official  value  of  all  imports  ipto  0. 
Brit,  in  the  year  ending  t^ie  3th  Janw  1§03,  was 
31,442,31^^.  ^nd  on  an  average  of  6  years,  emiinf 
the  5th  Jan.  1S03, was  $3,419,6261.  TMt^  o^iol 
value  of  all  imports  into  (5.  Brit,  ip  tjie  year  t-ndiug 
5th  Jan.  1804,  supposing  the  imporis  fwm  the  ^j^ 
Indies  (of  which  no  account  hati  yet  be^n  mac^o  up) 
to  be  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  yeav.  w'M 
27,441,8741.  and  o'n  ^n  average  of  6  years,  eiuliiijf 
the  5th  Jan.  1804,  wa?  \i9,490,945l. 

16.  That  the  official  value  of  British  gianu>0T 
tui'es  exported  fr6m  G.  Brit<  in  the  year  cndiiij^  th^ 
3th  Jan.  1803,  was  26,993,1291. :  fm4Qn  aik  avyi? 
ragp  of  6  years,  iending  tbe  5^h  of  |ftn7  i->V3, 
was,    S2,942,8O0l4    thii    tHe    <fffficial  ^olue   of ' 
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Briti'Jh  mamifartiircs  exported  from  O.  Britain 
in  the  year  ending:  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  was 
1t2f'2h^jifl\. ;  and  on  an  averaj^e  of  6  years,  ending 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1804.,  wa«  25,854,340!. :  and.  that 
the  real  vahie  of  British  manufactures  exported  in 
the  year  ending  the* 5th  Jan.  1B03,.  may  be  esti- 
mated at  48,500,6831. ;  and  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  Jan.1804,  at  40,100,8701. 

17.  That  the  ofBcial  value  of  foreign  merchan- 
dize exported  from  G.  Brit,  in  the  y»ar  ending  the 

■  5th  Jan.  1803,  was  I9,l'27,83.'>l.  ;  and  on  an  ave- 
rasfe  of  6  years,  ending  the  .Sth  Jan.  1804,  was 
15,402,9591.  That  the  official  value  of  foreign 
merchandize  exported ,  from  Q.  Brit,  in  the  year 
endmg  the  5th  Jan^  1804,  was  1 1 ,537, 1 481.  and  on 
«n  average  of  6  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Jau» 
1804,  was  15,323300l.  And,  that  the  real  value 
of  foreign  merchandize  exported  in  the  year  ending 
the  5th  Jan.  1803,  may  be  estimated  at  14,418,8371. 
and  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  at 
9,323,237!. 

18.  That,  in  the  year  ended  5th  Jan.  1803,  the 
number  of  British  vessels  entered  inwards  in  G. 
Brit,  was  10,347 ;  their  tonnage  1,378,620 ;  and 
the  number  of  men  employed  in  them  88,035 : 
that  the  number  of  British  vessels  cleared  outwards, 
was  10,28^;  their  tonnage  1,345,621;  and  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  them  87,304:  that  in 
the  year  ended  5th  Jan.  1803,  the  number  o£  fo- 
reign vessel^  entered  inwards,  in  G.  Brit,  was 
5,497  J  their  tofhuage  780,155;  and  the  number  of 
men  employed  ip  them  40,520  ;  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  foreign  vessels  cleared  outwards,  was  5,626 ; 
their  tonnage  804,880;  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  them  42,414.  ^ 

19.  That  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1804, 
the  number  Of  British  ships  enteted  inwards,  in  p. 
Brit,  was  11,396 ;  their  tonnage  1,614,365 ;  and  flie 
number  of  men  employed  to  navigate  them  93,004 : 
that  the  mumber  of  British  srbips  cleared  outwards 
was  11,072  ;  their  tonnage  1,444,840  ;  and-ithe 
number  of  men  employed  to  havigate  them  92,940: 
that, in  the  same  year,  the  number  of  foreign  ships 
inwards,  in  G.  *Brit.  was  4252 ;  their  tonnage 
638,034;  and  the  aumber  of  men  employed  in 
them  33,660 :  that  the  number  of  foreign  ships 
cleared  outwards  was  3662  ;  their  tonnage  574,542; 
and  the  number ^f  men  employed  30,414:  making 
an  increase,  in  the  year  1803,  as  compared  with 
the  year  1802,  of  British  vessels  entered  inwards, 

•  viz.  1049  ships,  235,745  tons,  4969  men;  and  an 
increase  of  British  vessels,  cleared  outwards,  of 
7'90  ships,  99,219  tons,  5636ijien;  and  making  a 
diminution  in  the  year  1803,  compared  with  the 
year  1802,  in  the  number  of  foreign  vessels  en- 
tered inwards,  viz.  ships  1245,  tons  142,121,  men 
68C0 ;  and  a  diminution  of  Foreign  vessels,  cleared 
outwards,  of  ships  1964,  *  tons  230,338,  meii 
12,000. 

i20.  That  the  number  of  re<5istered  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  British  dominions,  and  employed  in 
trade  in  the  year  1802,  was  20,568;  their  tonnage 
2,128,<)55 ;  and  number  of  seamen  navigating  the 
same,  154,530:  and  in  the  year  1803,  the  number 
©f  vessels  was  21,445;  their  tonnage  2,238,249 ; 
and  the  number  of  men  155,445  ;  being  an  increase 
of877  ships,  of  11 0,1 94  tons,  and  of  915  men. 

21.    That   the  total  sum  to  be  raised  in   G. 
Brit,  in  the  year  1804,  may  be  estimated  as  fol- 
lows : 
Interest   on    public    funded   debt, 

charges    of   maoagemeDt,    and   • 


sinking   fund,  on   the  5th   Feb. 

1804  -  -  -      24,110,475 

Interest,  charges  of   management. 

Sec.  to  be  paid  between  the  5th  v 

Feb. 1804,  and  the  5th  Jan.  1805, 

on  stock  created  by  loans  of  the 

present  session  to  the  amount  of 

18,200,0001.      -  -  -  467,000 

Civil  govt,  of  Scotland,  pensions  on 

rcTcnue,   militia,    and   deserters 

watTants,  bounties  for  promoting 

fisheries,  &,c.  &,c.  estimated  to  be 

the  same  as  in  the  year  ending 

5th  Jan.  1804  -         -  -  723,056 

Charges  of  collecting  and  manage- 
ment of  the  rev«'niie,  estimated  to 

be  the  same  as  in  the  year  ending 

the  5th  Jan.  1804  -  -         l-,955,368 

Proportif>n    to  l^e  defrayed  by  G.     , 

Brit,  of  the  civil  list   and  other 

.charges  on  the  consolidated  fund 

of  G.   Brit,  (the  charges  on  the 

.  consolidated  Amd  of  lreland,which 

is  likewise  a  Joint  cllarge,  being 

included  in  the  supplies)  15-nths 

of  1,346,0431.  -  -  1,187,690 

Supplies  Voted  in  1804,  for  » 

G.  Brit,  exclusively         2,292,579    . 
Supplies  voted  in  1804.  for 

G.    Brit,    and    Ireland, 

.proportion  to  be  defray- 
ed by  G.  Brit.  15-1 7th8 

of      40,510,6991    -     35,744,735 

38,037,314 

Advance  to  Ireland        -  -         4,500,000 

Interest  for  loans  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany        -         -  497,523 

Making  in  the  whole  the  Sum  of  £  71,491,431 

22*  That  the  funds   applicable  to   discharge   the 
sum  required  for  the  service  of  the  year  1801,  may 
be  eitimated  as  follows  : 
The  gross  receipt  of  the 

permanent  rcvenue(after 

deducting   the    re-pay- 

rae'-  of  over   entries, 

drawbacks,    &c.)    esti- 
mated to  be  the  same  as 

in  the  year  ending  5th 

Jan.  1804 
Add  excess  of  permanent 

duties    outstanding  and 

under  bond  on  5th  Jan. 

1804,   beyond  their  a- 

mount  on  5th  Jan.  1803, 

after  deducting  260,0001. 

the  proportion  of  wine 

dijity  bonded,  beyond  the 

average  importation  of 

the  last  5  years  -        712,000 

Allowance     to     brewers, 

which  ceased  in  June 

1803        ...  95,000 

Farther  produce  of  taxes, 

1803,  to  5th  Jan:  1804, 

taken  as   estimated  for 

the  whole  year  at  680,0001.    430,000 


-   35,440,278 


Estimated  produce  to  5th  Jan.  1805,  of 
the  permanent  taxes  imposed  in  the 
present  session ;  taken  as  estimated 
for  the  whole  year  at  800|000i. 


36,677,27 
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Small  branches  of  the  hereditary  reve- 
nue, and  imprest  moaiea  repaid,  es- 
timatei  to  bo  the  same  as  in  the  year 
ended  5ih  Jan.  1804  -  *-  350,000 

Lottery,  after  deducting  the  proportion  , 

of  Ireland  -  -  -v   '      270,000 

War  taxes,  estimated  to  produce  to  5th 

April  J  805  .  -  -     15,440,000 

Surplus  ways  and  means  for  the  year 

1803  -  -  «  .       1,370,000 

Loan  ....     14,500,000 

Vote  of  credit  for  G  Britain  -       2,500,000 

Making  in  the  whole  the  sum  of      -    71,307,278 


The  following  Additional  Rf-solu- 
TioNS,  moved  by  Mr.  V'ansittart,  were  also 
read  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

1.  That  the  total  amount  of  th«  public 
iiipded    debt  of   G,  Britain  unrc- 


deemed  was,  on  the  1st  F<b.  1803 

480,572,476 

And  on  the  Isl  Feb.  180* 

4aM6i?»622 

Making  an  increase,  in  the  year  1803, 

of           -            -             .            . 

3,590,146 

Three  per  cent,  annuities. 

2.  That  the  outstanding  xieroands  un- 

provided for,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803, 

amounted  to           .             .             • 

764,061 

And  on  the  5th  Jan.  1804,  to 

2,024,085 

Making  an  increase,  in  the  year  L803, 

of  -  .  -        1,260,004 

That  the  amdunt  of  Exchequer  bills 
created  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1803,  and  not  paid  off  or  provided 
for  within  the  year  (including  the 
Totc  of  credit)  was  -  -        4,500,000 

And  that  an  increase  of  navy  debt  was 

incurred,  amounting  to         -         -  931,655 

Making  in  the  whole  an  increase  of 
unfunded  debt,  and  outstanding  de^ 
mands,  within  the  year  1803,  of  6,691,679 

S.  That  the  surplus  of  ways  amd 
means  for  the  year  1803  (after  sa. 
tisfying  the  sum  of  579,7061.  for 
interest  of  Exchequer  bills  and 
oth«r  payments,  ;iot  being  part  of 
the  supplies  for  the  year)  was        -        1,370,664 

That  the  sum  of  -  -         1,000,000 

was  repaid  to  the  India  Company, 
on  account  of  advances  made  by 
them  for  the  public  service  during 
the  late  war. 

That  the  amount  of  war  duties  of  cus- 
toms and  excise,  charged  and  out- 
standing on  the  5th  April  1804  (sup- 
posing it  equal  to  their  amount  on 
5th  Jan.  1804)  was  -  -        2,416,207 

And  that  the  arrears  of  the  duty  on 
property  outstanding  on  5th  April 
1804,  may  be  estimated  at  about  4y600,000 

Making  in  the  whole  about  9,286,0001. 
from  which-  deducting  the  sum  of 
.497,0001.  wanting  on  the  5th  April 
1804,  to  make, good  the  grant  of 
4,500.0001.  there  will  remain  about        8,789,0P0 

Which,  compared   with  the   above- 
mentioned  increase  of  unfunded  debt 
and  demands,  amounting  to  6,691, 679U 
will  exceed  the  same  by  about        -        7)000,092 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday^  July  25. 
[[Minutes.] — ^The  bills  upon  tlie  table 
were  forwarded  in  their  respective  stages: 
among  these,  the  Irish  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise, Irish  Revenue  Regulation,  and  Irish. 
Spirits  Warehousing  bills,  were  read  a  3d 
time  and  passed. — ^The  52d  reading  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  Free  Ports  in  certaia 
parts  of  the  Bahamas  was,  on  tlie  motiou 
of  tlie  Duke  of  Montrose,  postponed  to 
this  day  3  months, 

[Insolvent  Debtors  Bill.] — The 
Lord  ChanccHor^  on  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  this  bill,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  that  clause  which  enacts  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  may  be  pleaded  ia 
bar  of  such  actions  as  may  be  brought  for 
debts  contracted  previous  to  the  1st  of 
Jan.  Tlie  object  of  his  amendment  was 
to  allow  ..the  matter  of  the  act  to  be 
pleaded  generally.  His  lordship  observed, 
that  as  the  clause  was  now  worded,  an 
ingenious  pleader,  well  skilled  in  amplifi- 
cation, might  draw  up  a  plea  that  should 
cover  St.  George's  Fields.  He  wished  to 
render  such  repetition  unnecessary,  and 
therefore  moved  an  amendment  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  acquiesced  in  the 
propriety  of  his  lordship's  observation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  it 
would   be  a  case   of  great  hardship,  if, 
when  their  lordships  were  overturning  the 
contracts  between    debtor  and   creditor,, 
ajid  liberating  the  person  of  the  debtor  by 
this  bill,  they  should  also  deprive  the  cre- 
ditor of  any  remedy  against  the  future 
estate  of  the  person  indebted  to  him.     He 
did  not  think  it  right  that  persons  who 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  that  act,  if 
it  should  pass  into  a  law,  should  be  placed 
hi  a  better  situation  than  persons  were 
under  the  bankrupt  laws.     Their  lordships 
well  knew,  that  if  a  bankrupt  did  not  pay 
under  his  first  commission  full  158.  in  the 
pound,  the  law  declared  that  his  future 
estate   should  be  liable  until  he   should 
have  paid  up  to  that  amount.     He  would 
therefore  move  a  clause,  purporting,  that 
the  future  property  of  such  persons  as 
may  derive  any  benefit    from  this   act, 
should  be  liable,  unless  the  property  as- 
signed under  it  should  have  paid  15s.  in 
the  pound  on  all  such  debts  as  they  were 
detained  for  pripr  to  the  1st  of  Jan, — ^The 
clause  was  adopted;  and  incorporated  with 
the  bill. 
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Lord  Grantle^  suggested,  that  there 
were  many  persons  detained  for  debts  (not 
charged  in  execution)  who  were  not  really 
debtors  to  the  extent  of  15091.  who,  if 
tbr  bill  passed  ia  its  present  shape,  would 
BOt  he  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it.  Those 
wjBre  debtors  upon  mesne  process,  who 
possibly  might  have  been  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned lor  debts  to  ihe  amount  of  many 
"tbousaods,  although  they  really  were  not 
indebted  to  the  amount  of  as  many  hun- 
dreds. He  wished  that  an  amendment 
should  be  inserted,  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  J  the  act  to  all  such  creditors  as  should 
b^  proved  not  to  be  indebted  beyond  the 
sum  of  1500L 

The  Lord  ChsneeUor  thought  the  ide^ 
extremely  just,  aod  well  worthy  of  their 
lordships'  cousideratioo.  But  as  it  would 
require  some  time  to  prepare  such  ameod- 
Bient,  and  adapt  it  to  the  different  clauses 
of  the  bill,  he  recommended  that  it  should 
be  d^erred  until  the  bill  should  be  re^  a 
3d  time.— The  report  w^a  then  received.— 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS* 

Wednesday^  July  25. 

[Minutes.] — A  person  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  remembraucitr  of  the  city  of 
London  presented  certain  ^counts,  show- 
ing the  progress  of  the  works  at  the  Lon- 
don docks  in  Blackwall.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. — On  the  motion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
to  be  issued  for  Tiverton,  iu  Devonshire, 
in  room  of  the  Hon.  R.  Ryder,  who  has 
accepted  the  office  of  one  of  his  Majesty's 
justices  in  Wales. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  Bourne,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for 
Christchurch,  in  the  room  of  G.  Rose, 
Esq.  who  has  acct^pted  tlie  office  of  joint 
paymaster.— Mr.  Pattcson  pi-csented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  mayor  and  ^i  agist  rates  of 
Norwich,  praying  that  no  j^tttratiou  *hpuld 
take  piaffe  in  the  corn  laws.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  $he  table.— Mr.  I^uskifson  pre- 
8ente<)  ai^  account  or  estimates  of  all  dirties 
on  cqstoQis  charg/ed  or  due  on  bond  in  G. 
Britain.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.-r- 
A  message  from  the  Lords  ^no^oced  their 
lordships^  assent  to  the  Irish  Revt^nue  Re-* 
gulation  bill,  the  Iri§h  Warehouiiqg  bill, 
and  the  Irish  Custpms  and  Excj^e  Regu- 
lation bill. 

[ConN  TuADE  Bitj..]— Oi^  th^  motion 
of  Mr.  Western,  the  hqu^e  ve^  v^\Q  ft 
committee  on  this  bill* 


Lord  A,  Hmvii 
amendments  relati 
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rage  price  ot  corn 
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ijbe  debkti  bn  the  id  ttMlagbiiVtb  Mil.-- 
A^dorned. 

itOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

Thundayy  JuUi  2o- 

[Minutes.] — Mr.  S.  Bourne  moved, 
that  a  new  writ'  l>e  issoed  for  a  menriber  to 
^rve  in  parliament,  (or  the  borough  oi 
Barnstaple,  in  DevonsliVe,  in  the  room  of 
Sir   ^dward   Pellew,  Bar,t.  who  has   ac- 
cepted the  Chilteru  Hundreds.    Ordered. 
—  Mr.   Hawthorne  moved,    that  certain 
accounts  relative  to  the  duties  op  ex!:ise 
and  customs  in  Ireland,  tvhich  had  ^been 
moved  for  on  a  former  day,  but  wferc  not 
yet  presented,  be  laid  before  the  hbuse 
within  the  fii-st  Todays  of  the  next  sesision 
of  parliament.     Ordered. — On   the   mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Western,  the  Corn  Trade  bill 
vras  read  a  3d  time  and  .passed,  and  im- 
mediately sent  up  to  tlie  Lords.— A  nles- 
sage  from  th%  Lords  informed  thft  house, 
that  the  Lords  had  a^ed  (o  the  Irish  Re- 
venue Fees  bill,  and  the  bill  for  the  Relief 
of  Insolvent  Dd)tors,  with  certain  amend- 
tnents. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aldermen 
Combe,   the   Lords'   amendments   to  the 
Insolvent  Debtors  bill  were  ordered  to  i>e 
taken  into  consideration  on  Saturday  next. 
*— T}ie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mov- 
ed, *<  that  an  hiimbk  address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  beseeching  him,  that  be 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  the 
sura   of   1,2001.   to  be  advanced  to   H. 
Alexander,  Esq.   as  a  compensation  iov 
his  services  during  the  present  session  of 
parlisAnent,  as  cbairih'an  of  the' commit- 
tees  of  ways  and  means;  and   that  the 
House  of  Comndons  woald  make  good  the 
same."     Ordered.— The  right  hon.   gent, 
next  moved  similar  addiiesses,  praying  hb 
Miyeety  to  grant  the  fojkiwing  sums,  viz. 
such  H  sum  9f  money  to . Jeremialh  Dysooy 
Esq.  derk  assistant  of  tlmt  houise,  as^  if 
added  to  the  fees  and  emoluments  already 
arising  (rom  his  office,  would  amo?mt  to 
tlie  sum  of  SOOOl.  being  a  compenslrtion 
for  his  services  during  tin;  present  session 
of  parliament;  the  sum  of  lOQOi,  to  J. 
H.  Ley,    Esq.    second  clerk  atsistaut  of 
that  houae^  for  his   services.  &Ci  to  J. 
Clementson,  Esq^^l^te  serj^ant  i^t  itrn^s  of 
ihat  house,  such  a  sum  as,  if  added  to  the 
fees  and  (^mo^utn^^ts  of  the  said  office, 
would  make  good  the  ;6um  of  4K)0l.-r.Thc 
|4ght  " 


dcred.-*We  fti^  moVfed  an  tddfeis,  to 
grant  the  sum  tjf  3lOl.  to  Gebfgfe  Wbit- 
tam,  E^.  clefk  ot  the  journals,  for  mak- 
ing, out  an  ihdex  t6  the  satne;  also,  an 
address,  praying  his  Majesty  to  order  such 
compensation  as  his  MajeS^  should  think 
fit,  to  the  several  clerks  attending  com- 
mittees of  the  house,  during  thfe  present 
session  of  parliaiheht. — ^The  n^i  hotu 
gent,  said,  he  had  to  move  Another  sum, 
which,  when  the  great  utility  of  its  object 
was  t^nsiderfed,  he  hbped  no  gent,  would 
object  to.  He  then  mo'ted,  **  that  an 
hnmble  addtess  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, prayitig  that  his  Msgedty  %odld  be 
graciously  -plJeased  to  order  this  feum  of 
30001.  to  be  advanced  to  the  Instittttion  for 
preventing  the  sprteading  of  malignant  f(e* 
vets,  and  other  cohtagibus  distempers  In 
themetropolils.'' 

Mr.  Wilbtrfartt  «^id,  that  this  addrew 
had  his  most  hearty  concurrence.  The 
hxstitution  to  which  it  was  to  be  advanced, 
was  one  that  wbuld  t)rodace  the  happiest 
and  most  beneficial  effects.  Ih  the  last 
centuf}',  the  nuinber  of  5000  persons  used 
sometimes  tp  die  diiring  the  coiirsfe  of  a 
^ear,  in  thie  metropolis,  of  contagibus  drs- 
tttttpei^,  And  now,  in  confceqii^nte  of  the 
institution  in  question,  the  deaths  Were  so 
few,  that  the  m6dt  sA'ngxiine  hopes  wer« 
entertained  that  the  malady  wbuld  be 
wholly  extennindtfed.— The  several  ad- 
dresses were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
presented  by  such  membefs  as  Were  of  his 
Majesty's  privy  council. — Adjourned. 


HOT^SE  OP  LORDS. 

Friday,  July  QJ. 

[CoRW  Tradte  tiixL.]— Lord  Huwkfes-, 
bury  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
2d  reading  of  the  Com  Trade  Bill,  which 
being  read, 

Earl  Stankope  rose,  and  said^  he  ha^ 
yesterday  given  notice  of  three  resolutionsn 
which  he  intended  to  move,  and  which 
contained  a  settled,   regular,    deliberate 
system,  relative  to  the  produce  of  corn, 
cKfTerent  fixmi  tlie  8}'8tem  contained  in  this 
bill ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  far  preferable  to 
it.    I  f  he  understood  rightly  the  nature  and 
olject  of  tl^is  bill,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  fraraers  and  supporters  of  it  to  encou-^ 
rage  the  growth  of  com  and  grain,  by  in- 
creasing the  price.-— The  system  contained 
hon.  ^eilt«  next  moved,  that  1750    in  his  propositions  was,  on  the  contrary 
<:opies  of  the  journals  of  that  house,  with    calculated  to  encourage  equally  the  growth 
1^  in^ei^  to  \M^  6^\k  vpl,  be  printed^   Qr-  ^  Qf  com  bjf  xkpres^sing  the  price*    We  adn 
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Bditted  the  prdposition  laid  down  by  the 
advocates  for  this  bill,  ihat  it  was  neces- 
sary something  should  be  done  towards 
forwarding  and  improving  the  agriculture 
of  the  country,  and  particularl}  to  en. 
courage  a  larger  produce  of  com  and 
grain,  othenvise  the  farmer  would  not  cul- 
tivate his  lands  that  way,  and  scarcity, 
and  perhaps  famine,  would  be  the  intivita- 
ble  consequence.  So  far,  all  parties  were 
perfectly  agreed.  But^  said  his  lordship, 
there  are  two  ways  of  doing  the  same  thing, 
and  the  mode  proposed  by  this  bill,  he 
thought  a  bad  one,  for  what  was  it  but  in 
effect  to  lay  a  heavy  burden  on  the  lower 
ojrders  of  the  people,  already  too  heavily 
laden,  in  order  to  recompense  the  farmer, 
by  giving  him  a  stimulus  to  increase  the 
growth  of  corn?  and  what  would  be  the 
consequence  I  The  increase  in  the  price  of 
corn  and  grain  would  instantly  operate  to- 
wards increasing  the  price  of  every  neces- 
sary of  life ;  consequently  the  price  of 
labour  would  rise  in  proportion.  The  la- 
bourer would  say  to  the  farmer,  *  Master, 
the  bread  is  raised,  and  every  thin^  else  is 
raised,  I  must,  therefore  have  more  wages.' 
The  farmer  continues,  to  raise  the  price  of 
bis  com  further,  the  labourer  raises  again 
in  his  demand  of  wages,  and  so  they  go  on, 
the  one  against  the  other,  till  the  very  end 
\  proposed  is  entirely  frustrated,  and  the 
poor's  rates  become  so  enormous,  that  the 
fanner  is  but  little,  if  at  all,  benefited  by 
the  high  prices,  which  he,  from  time  to 
time,  puts  on  his  corn,  while  the  people 
are  roost  severely  burdened  and  oppressed ; 
and  the  farmer,  finding  that  high  prices  do 
not  answer  the  end  he  expected  and  wish- 
ed, may  finally  produce  no  more  corn  than 
he  does  at  preUjnt,  and  in  that  way  scar- 
city and  famine  may  be  the.  consequence. 
It  would  be  wise,  therefore,  in  that  house, 
to  consider  well  the  consequences  before 
they  adopted  the  measures  proposed  by  this 
bill.  The  system  he  had  to  propose  in  the 
resolutions  he  should  have  the  honour  to 
submit  to  their  lordships',  consideration 
went  to  enc6urage  the  produce  of  corn,  by 
decreasing  the  price,  would  always  ensure 
plenty,  and  he  was  certain  all  the  farmers 
in  the  country  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
plan ;  the  manufacturers  would  be  the 
same,  and  the  poorer  classes,  and  lower 
orders  of  the  people,  would  receive  the 
greatest  benefits  from  it.  The  resolutions 
he  had  to  propose,  contained  the  system 
he  alluded  to.  They  were  tliree  in  num- 
ber ;  but  he  wished  to  re^^d  tUew  as  one, 


merely  for  the  purpose  of  entering  them  6v 
the  journals  of  the  house.  It  was  not  his 
intention  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  them ; 
but  ^ey  would  thereby  be  in  their  lordships 
possession,  and  they  might  give  them  due 
consideration  till  a  fair  opportunity  should 
offer  of  brining  them  forward  in  the  course 
of  the  next  session.  He  was  happy  to 
think  he  had  received  the  support  of  a 
right  rev.  prelate  (the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph),  to  one  of  his  resolutions,  which 
was  in  favour  of  public  granaries.  His 
lordship  then  read  his  first  resolution^ 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Resolved  1st,  "  That  it  Is  the  opinion  of 
this  hou^,  that  public  granaries  should  b9 
established,  to  receive,  in  years  of  plenty, 
com  and  grain  grpwn  in  this  country,  in 
order  to  keep  down  the  price  thereof  in 
years  of  scarcity,  and  effectually  to  secure 
to  this  nation  in  all  seasons  a  sufiicient  sup- 
ply, and  likewise  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  farmers  at  all  times  a  certain  market 
for  their  com  and  grain,  and  to  diminish 
fluctuation  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life." — Here  his  lordship  went  over  several 
of  the  arguments  he  had  used  on  a  former 
evening  on  this  head,  and  said,  he  was  cer- 
tain, from  what  he  had  seen  in^Switser- 
land,  that  such  pvbiic  receptacles  for  com 
could  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  benefi- 
cial consequences,  as  they  would  enable 
the  govt,  to  pay  the  farmers,  at  all  times  a 
fair  price  for  their  corn ;  the  farmers  would 
ulways  be  sure  of  a  market ;  and,  in  cafe 
of  a  scarcity,  the  country  would  hav- 
nothing  to  fear.  His  second  resolution 
was. 

Resolved  2dly,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  house,  that  all  impefliments,  creat- 
ed by  any  law  or  laws,  to  the  free  ware- 
housing of  corn  and  grain,  ought  to  be  re- 
moved, abolished,  and  repealed." — From 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  sec.  of 
state  on  a  former  occasion,  respecting  the 
warehousing  of  corn,  he  tl>ought  he  should 
have  his  support;  and  he  was  therefore 
happy  to  think  he  had  two  such  supporters 
to  two  of  his  resolutions,  out  of  the  three. 
Such  warehousing  would  be  of  corn  and 
grain,  the  growth  of  this  country,  and  not 
foreign  corn.  We  shall  thereby  be  enabled 
to  produce  a  sufficiency,  without  applying 
to  foreign  countries,  aifd  thereby  encourag- 
ing the  agriculture  of  those  countries,  and 
enabling  them  to  export  their  corn  and, 
grain  into  this  kingdom,  by  which  means 
they  would  in  time  do  an  irreparable  wi** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC. 


^uarj 


tARL*  DEBATES,  Jhly  27i  l«04v--Cor»  TraJt. 


[1138 


chief  to,  if  not  ruin,  our  navy ;  for  they  at 
l^resent  engrossed  nearly  the  wiiole  of  the 
carrying  trade.  Formerly  corn  was  only 
imported  in  British  bottoms^  and  there  was 
Scarcely  a  Dantzic  shlp>  of  more  than  200 
Or  250  tons  ;  but  now  they  had  them  from 
400  to  1400  tous)  and  the  whole  trade  w«^ 
in  their  possession.— His  lordship  then 
came  to  the  purport  ot  his  3d  resolution. 
He  said>  the  two  first  wete  such  as  he  be- 
lieved would  be  very  serviceable  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  but  they  would  be 
vain  and  nugatory,  without  the  3d»  which 
Was  the  most  efficient  of  all  towards  com- 
pleting the  system  which  He  had  to  pro- 
pose in  Opposition  to  that  contained  in  this 
bill.  He  then  requested  their  lordships  to 
recollect  that  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try had,  from  time  to  time,  for  many  years, 
entered  into  a  succession  of  wars,  in  which 
they  had  been  but  too  much  encouraged  by 
th^  legislature^  these  wars  had  brought  on 
an  enormous  national  debt,  and  that  na- 
tional debt  an  enormous  load  of  taxes, 
Nvhich  had  long  oppressed  the  great  mass 
"of  the  people.  To  these  wars,  this  debt, 
and  tliese  taxes  are  to  be  attributed  the 
enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  all  ihc  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  particularly  in  the  price 
of  bread.  It  was  therefore  necessary  that 
every  proper  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  produce  of  corn,  but  not  as 
this  bill  would  do  it,  by  increasing  the 
price.  His  next  resolution  embraced  a 
system  which  would  fully  effect  this  desira- 
ble purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  decrease 
the  price  of  corn.  He  would  have  the  far- 
mers exempted  from  all  direct  taxes,  for 
he  thought  they  were  not  fit  subjects  for 
taxation,  and  if  this  was  carried  into 
t»ffect,  it  would  do  more  towards  encour 
raging  the  growth  of  corn,  and  decreasing 
the  price  of  it,  than  all  the  bills  that  had 
ever  been  framed  and  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  supporters  of  the  present  bill 
h^d  shewn  that  they  considered  what  he 
said  of  it  on  a  former  occasion  as  founded 
in  fact,  for  they  had  made  it  to  copmeuce 
"  its  operation,  instead  of  the  15th  .August, 
(which  was  the  day  fixed  by  the  last  bill) 
"  on  the  I5th  November ;  and  why  ?  Because 
they  were  afraid  of  a  scarcity.  In  Novem- 
ber,  the  parliarai^nt  will  be  sitting,  and 
theu  they  can  repea^^  it.  Such  is  the  per- 
'manent  system  tb^y  bad  produced  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  growth  of  corn ; 
whereas  his  would  be  a  permanent  system, 
'  for  he  would  have  the  farmers  e>cen)pted 


from  direct  taxes  for  ever.  He  then  read 
his  3d  resolution  as  follows  : 
•  "  Resolved  3dly,  "  That  in  order  to  en- 
courage tiie  growth  of  corn  and  grain  in  G.' 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  decrease  the  price  thereof,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  people  at  large,  and  for  the 
increase  of  our  manufactures  and  bom- 
meree, it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that 
the  farmers  should  be  for  ever  discharged 
from  the  payment  of  all  direct  taxes,  pa- 
rish  and  county  rates,  cesses,  dues,  tythes, 
and  parliamentary  impositions  whatsoever; 
save  only  and  except  those  rates  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  penalty  which  may  be  raised  upon 
any  hundred  as  such." — If  he  could  put 
this  resolution  to  the  people  at  large,  he 
was  sure^  he  said,  that,  instead  of  being  in 
a  minority,  he  should  be  able  to  poll  a 
hundred  to  one  in  its  favour.  He  should 
poll  all  the  farmers ;  he  should  poll  all  the 
manufacturers ;  he  should  poll  all  the  la* 
bouring  people;  in  short,  all  classes  of 
people  would  be  in  favour  of  it,  because 
it  must  forcibly  strike  every  one,  that  it 
was  the  chief  part  of  a  system  that  could 
not  fail  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corn, 
and  to  decrease  th6  price  of  bread,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  the  system  of  which  was 
to  r.iise  the  price  of  corn,  and  consequently 
of  bread,  and  every  other  necessary  of  life ; 
and,  finally,  to  starve  the  people.  He 
had  lately  nead,  with  great  pleasure,  a 
pamphlet,  which  was  admirably  written, 
on  the  subject  of  **  arming  the  people/'  He 
was  himself  fully  sensible  of  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  arming  the  people ;  but  he 
was  surprised  that  govt,  should  first  put 
arms  into  their  hands,  and  then  encourage 
and  support  a  bill  that  would  famish  them. 
After  he  should  have  rnoved  his  resolu- 
tions, he  would  annex  to  that  motion  that 
they  should  be  debated  on  that  day 
se'nnight.  His  wish  w'as,  that  they  should 
be  brought  under  the  fair  consideration  of 
parliament,  and  he  thought  ihe  mode  he 
proposed  the  best  means  of  effecting  that. 
He  did  not  wish  to  put  their  lordships  to  the 
necessity  of  immediately  approving  them, 
or  of  incurring  unpopularity  by  rejecting 
them.  It  would,  however,  answer  his 
purpose  better  if  they  rejected  them,  for 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  very  soon 
after  half  a  million  of  hand. bills  would  be 
issued.  He  had  always  been  successful  in 
mechanics,  and  unsuccessful  in  politics.  In 
mechanics,  when  he  had  a  nail  to  drive 
into  a  piece  of  oak,  he  did  not  keep  pat- 
4C 
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ting  It  with  a  small  hajniaer  or  a  mallet, 
but  he  ^ook  a  lar^.  sledge,  and  drove  it  at 
oiie  blow,  and  then  be  took  his  hammer 
and  clenched  it.  lie  wouW  act  in  the  very 
sanrte  w^  in  politics.  Kis  resolutton*  were 
bis  sledge  hamroerr  aQ<l  be  was  confident 
tliey  would  drive  the  nail  to  tibe  beadi  No 
member  of  the  legislature  would  be  found 
to  oppose  the  pnnciple  of  them,  which 
was  to  make  bi«ad  cheapr  fov  (he  con- 
sequence would  be  that  he  would  become 
Unpopular,,  and  at  the  next  election,  were 
he  Charles  Fox  himself,  out  he  must  go. 
After  a  number  oi  similar  observations,  his 
lordship  concluded  his  si  eech  by  moving 
'*  that  the  bill  be  rejected.** 

The  Duke  of  Montrofe  said,  he  could 
hot  refrain  from  making  some  observations 
on  what  fell  from  the  noble  earl  who  just 
sat  down.  TJiat  noble  earf  did  on  the  K  ted  to  uttep  in  tha 
present  day,  as  well  as  on  various  other 
occasions,  think  proper  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  govt,  and  attri- 
iaate  to  the  govt,  and  the  parliament  all 
the  difficulties  that  existed  in  the  country. 
lie  would  represent  the  war  as  unpopular, 
aiid  the  parliament  as  the  caust  of  that 
wdf.     So  far  as  that  assembly,  to  whom  he 


ject  was  to  prevent. ' 
:in  the  country.     A 
riiehts  used  by  the  n 
ing  against  the  bill« 
favour  of  it*    He  k 
Ux,c9  oug^t  to  be  tai 
of  course  the  taxeir 
:sumers  of  provisiom 
sent  bill  have  iexa 
,  this  >  Would  it  not 
I  for  the  benefit  of  th 
the  consumers  to  p^ 
Lord   Bavkedur 
who  opened  this  d( 
violent   and    inflai 
which  should  not  1 
aipMig  tb«  public, 
ve!*siOi|  which  they 
j  other  8peech**8  wh'u 
^  ted  to  uttcp  in  tha 
tendency  to  aliehute  the  mjnds  of  the  pea- 
pie   9i    the  country   from   his    Mfiyest^y's 
govt*     h,  was  neither  more  aor  less  than 
telling  the  people,  telling  those  hWfe  m^V^ 
who  had  armed  iu   the  defence  of  the\f 
country,  that  the  govt,  was  about  to  op- 
•  press  them,  by  raisnig  the  pri«e  of  the.ne-' 
cessaries  of  life,^  Me  kuew  of  nothing  that 


was  addre>sing  himbelf,  were  concerned  in  I  could  tend  niore  to  eueourage  disaffection- 
the  present  war,  il  was-  necessary  for  a    in  the  country,    and  serve  the  oommon 


moment  to  consider  what  interest  they 
could  luive  had  in  promoting  it.  U  was 
hardly  necessary  for  him  to  say  that  there 
>vasr^o. class  of  his  Majesty's  subjectsy  who 
giilied^  less/  and  suffered  more  by  w  war, 
tlmn  the'n^embers  of  that  assembly  ^  anc^ 
tijete/ore  \t  wa^  impossible  to  suppose  they 
could  have  giviin  their  sanction  to  war 
from  ap^'sOtb<;Jr,'^^Ptive  thmi  a  stpong  sense 
of  nationai  honour,  and  a  conviction  that 


enenay,  than  such  observations.  They 
were  the  very  same  wl\ich  that  noble  earl 
had  been:  making  for  m4ny  years  in  that 
house ;  and  which^  fortunately  for  himself 
and  the  people  at  large,,  had  ^iled  of  pro* 
ducing  the  desired  effect.  But  he  was 
bjippy  to  find  that  the  minds  of  the  people 
^  at  large  were  now  completely  changed*  witlj- 
'respect  to  those  extravagant  aiid  pernicious 
■"principles,  which  some  oi  them  might  have 


the  war  >va6.j.iccessapy  for  the  ppcservation  f  once  entertained;  and   it  was  a  proof  at 
of  our  national  exi8te)ice.     The  noble  earl    once  of  the  security  of  tke  govt,  and  of  the' 


hafl  been  on'  all  occii;ji)ons  in  the  habit  of 
inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  not  only 
against  the  govt,  but  also  against  the  par. 
liament.  However  his  attacks  against  the 
govt,  might  be  tolerated,  he  hoped  the 
parliament,  and  particularly  that  house, 
would  not  suffer  iteeU"  to  be  vilified  and 
abused.  It  was  not  eajsy  to  conceive  what 
a  mischievous  effect  such  speeches  as  those 
of  the  noble  carl  might  have  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind,  if  they  were  suffered  to  go  abroad 
unanswered.  To  say  that  the  pre^ut  was 
n  bill  to  starve  the  poor,  was  not  only  mis- 
chievous in  the  highest  degree^  but  an- 
founded  in  fact.  So  far  from  its  being  a 
hWl  to  starve  tlie  people,  its  immediate  ©b- 


uttachment  pf  tlie  people  towards  ity  that 
an  individual  like  the  noble  .earl  was  still 
sufisred     to    propagate    those    doctrines, 
which  had  done  such  mischief  in    other 
countries.     One  of  the  propositions  made* 
use  of  by  him  was^  that  every  direet  tax 
should  be  taken  off  the  farmer :  and  that, 
be  imagined,,  woo 
ering  the  prices  ol 
a  more  erroneous 
ginaiion.of  any   i 
heard  him  might 
:  which  had  been  on 
govt,  of  France  tc 
visions.    When  t 
nary    monster,    i 
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i^rbwing  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands . 
o/  people  into  duii^ioiis,  and  di*iving  the' 
^miserable  victims  of    his   tyratiiiy  to   the 
guillotiue,  htJ  attempted  to  pass  a  law  for 
<he  benefit  of  the  people,  ixxi^  by  thatmeanb' 
^o*  lower  the  price  of  provisions.     Ue  pro- 
teiidfed  that  his  object  was  to  relieve   (ht: 
iublic   from   oppression.      But  how    was 
tliat   to  be   effected  ?    By  establishiiig    a 
vfaxwunn^  by  tixing  a  certain  price  ou  aTl" 
ihe  necessames  of  life,  beyond  which  they 
vepe   not  to  be  sold.     The  consequences 
*i'ere  the  most  dreadful   and   ruinoCis  that 
could  possibly  he  imugined.     So  far  from 
lowering  the  price  of  provisions,   ttie  fiw 
immediately  protluced  j^carcity  and  famine, 
puch  was  the  effect  of  speculative 'ref()rm>, 
like  those  which  the  noble  earl  won-ltl  in- 
troduce!— Another  plan  which  ihe   noble  ■ 
•earl  wished  to  have  adopted,  was  that  of 
-jSitablisbiqg  public  granaries  in  the  coun- 
j^ry,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  up  tC4>rn   in 
years  of  plenty,  which  mijj,ht  be  made  use 
■o(  in  years  of  scarcity.     Ht)vve*ver -such  a 
;|)lan  as  this  might  be  beneficial  in  certain 
.  Elates,  u  could  never  be  priK-tically  bene- 
j^cial  in  a*  country  like  G.  Britain.     In  the 
first  place,    tliere   was  no  redundancy  of 
icorh  even  in  the  most  plentiful  season  hi 
tliis  country,  which  could  be  reserve^d  for 
such  a  pu^^pose.     There  was  no  more  corn 
grown  in  G.  Britain  in  any  one  year  than 
'was  su flic ieiU  for  the  consumption  of  the 
inliabilants,*and  we  were  continu^idly  im 
porting  corn  lo  supply  the  deficioucies  of 
^badi   seasons.    Tl^e  cause  why   a  greater, 
-quantity  of  corn  was  not  produced  .in  .this 
•country,  was  very  obvious.     It  was  a  gjeat 
commercial  country,  and  in  such  a  coun- 
try, agriculture  was  never  carried  to  such 
4in  extent  as  in  places  where  there  was  lit- 
tle commerccL.     A   greiit   |>/)rtion   of  our 
ypopulatidn  was  employed  in  manufactures 
.and  in  various  other  ipur^uits  beside  those; 
^f  agricultune:;   and,   therefore,    allhough 
ihf  country  did  not,   in  proportion   to   its 
ipopulation,  produce   as  great   a  quantity 
<>f  corn  as  it  might  do,  yet  the  industry  of 
">the  people  was  equally  as  productive   in 
.  ^oth(^  respepts ;  and  the  wealth  vvhich  that 
.industry  procured,  supplied  them  with  pro- 
'-visibns  from  other  countries,  whea  they 
couid  not  be  got  at  home.     It  was  ^evident 
,  that  the  plan  of  pubHc  granaries  was  not 
.  only  viipracticable  but  unnacesMwy.     To 
<8iicnaplan,  such  as  was  proposed  by  the 
noble  e;^rl,  he  haC  a  >  Iher  cbjectiou,  still 
j^Vtrpnger  tha^  an'   he  had    (ated;  which 
mis  that  of  potting  the  pu  lie  ^ranarleti 


nnder  the  controul  of  ^ovt.  If  any  one, 
thiiig  could  be  more  unconstitutional  or 
mischievous  than  another,  it  was  that  of 
allowing  the  govt,  of  a  country  to  have  Ih^ 
power  of  ^u^ljiiig  the  subjects  with  pro- 
visions, bach  a  power  should  never  be 
suffered  to  ex-ist  in  this  country ;  and  he 
Would  re.-^tst  it  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power.— 
Another  plan  of  the  noble  lord's,  by  which 
he  «aidtlie  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  could. 
r>e  lo\yered  to  .5d.  \Vas  still  more  imprac-, 
ticable.  The  price  of  bread  must  al- 
ways keep  pace  w.Hh  the  price  of  all  - 
the  other  necessaries  of  lile;  and  the 
price  of  bread  iii  this  country  was  at  the 
present  momeiu  proportionably  too  low^ 
How  was  it  possil)le  then  that  it  could  be 
lower  ?  Importation  could  not  hav'C  that 
effect ;  and  if  it  had,  it  -would  have  thel 
still  worse  effect  of  preventing  the  growth 
(if  corn  in  the  coiintry.  The  real  cause. of 
the  high  prices  which  took  place  in  almost 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  this  country» 
was  the  great  wealth  which  it  possessed ; 
and  that  must  be  always  the  chsb  in  every 
great  commercial  country^  lie  considered 
it  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed before  4n  that  house ;  but  he  was 
consvincedi,  if  the  bill  did  not  pass,  it  would 
have  the  effect  V>f  producing  real  scarcity 
iii  thcicomitiy. 

The  Duke  of  CiniH^tr  Said,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  niufee  a  tew  obser\ationfj 
on  what  ifed(  from  a  oobie  earl  who  opened 
the  debate  on  thb  subject,  Ite  had  said, 
that  the  measure  then  before  the  house 
was  brought  forward  byt^e  g6vt.  This  hfe 
most  positively  denfed.  The  measure  haH 
met  the  approbation  of,  and  been  planned 
by  the  members  of  the  lafexrabin^t.  Thfe 
present  ministers  ga\*e  their  sanction  an'd 
support  to  it;  aod,  in  doing  so,  they  had 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  their  predeces- 
sofs  in  office.  But  so  far  from  its  being  a 
measure  coming  from  the  govt,  it  was 
brought  forward  by  a  memljer  of  tht?otWer 
house  of  parliament,  who  had  uniformly 
been  iti  opposiiioii  to  ministers,  and  wtlo 
had  always  voted  against  the  late  and  the 
present  war  — Ilie  question  was  then  put, 
when  Earl  Stanhope's  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived, and  the  bill  read  a  2d  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  to-morrow. 

Ear)  Stan^hope  next  rose  to  propose  the 
resolutions  which  he  had  nientioned.  Me 
went  over  several  of  his  former  argumnels ; 
and  in  answer  to  the  charge,  that  be  and 
used  violent  and  inflammatory  language, 
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ham^-^The  Consolidated  ^unds  Utk  wai. 
read  a  3d  time  and  passed.— *  Adjourned.  ' 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

Saturday i  July  28. 

[MiKtJTES.] — ^The  following  bills  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent  by  commission ; 
the  Stamp  Duty  bill,  Irish  Vote  of  Credit 
bill,  Proprietors  of  Stock  Additional  An- 
nuities bill,  Irish  Revenue  Regulation  bill, 
Irish  Spirits  Warehousing  bill,  Bill  for  ap- 
pointing €ommisstoners  to  enquire  into 
certain  Fees  of  Public  Offices  in  Ireland, 
Defiance  Lands  and  Hereditaments  bill, 
City  of  London  Additiotial  Force  bill.  Bill 
to  exempt  Volunteer  Officers  receiving  mo- 
ney for  the  Volunteer  Service  from  being 
deemed  Public  Accountants,  Habeas  Cor- 
pus ad  testificandum,  bill,  Bahama  Islands 
Exportation  of  Salt  bill,  Ordnance  Lands 
and  Hereditaments  bill,  Port  of  London 
Dock  Warehousing  bill,  and  the  Loudon 
Clergy  bill.  I'he  Commissioners  present 
were,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of 
Montrose,  and  Lord  Walsingham.-— On  the 
motion  of  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  the 
Corn  Trade  bill  was  read  a  dd  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons  for  their  concur- 
rence.—The  Insolvent  Debtors  bill  was 
brought  from  the  Commons  s  with  a  mes* 
sage  that  the  house  had  agreed  to  their 
lordships'  amendments.-^AdjdOrned, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Saturday^  July  28. 

[Minutes.]— *The  Speaker,  soon  after 
he  had  taken  the  chair,  went  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  attended  by* several  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  heard  the  royal  assent  given  by 
commission  to  several  public  bills.— ^ A 
message  fr6m  the  Lords  informed  the 
house  that  their  Lordships  had  4igrced  to 
the  Corn  Trade  bill  without  any  amend- 
*  ment.«— The  house,  on  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Combe,  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  the  several  amendments  made 
by  their  Lordships  to  the  Insolvent  Debtors 
bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  Alderman 
Combe  was  desired  to  take  the  bill  to  the 
Lord6,  and  acquaint  them  accordingly,—* 
Adjourned.  j 


.    HOUSE    OF     LORDS*  .         \ 

Monday i  July  30. 

fJtfliruTES.]— The  Corn  Trade  bill,  and 

Insolvent  Debtors  bill,  received  the  royal 

'  assent  by  cdmmission.   The  commissioner^ 

present   were   the  Lord   Chancellor,    j|ife 

Marquis  of  Hertford,  and  Lord  Walking. 


HOUSE  OF   c6:MMOK8* 

Monday  J  July  SO. 

[MiKUTES.]— A  message  by  the  blade 
rod  required  the  attention  of  the  house  in 
the  House  pf.P^ers.  Tbe  Speaker,  ob 
his  return,  acquainted  the  bowse,  that  the 
royal  assent  ha^  been  given  by  commission 
to  the  Corn  Trade  bill,  and  the  Insplvent 
Debtors  bill. — New  writs  were  ordered, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  for 
the  election  of  burgesses  for  the  borought 
of  Tregony  and  Bridport,  in  Ihe  room  of 
the  ^  IVlarquis  of  Kandforcf  and  .  Sir  £• 
Nepcan,  Bart,  who,  since  theior  election, 
had  accepted,  the  former  thfe  office  of  otife 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  U%  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury,  the  lattser  of  a  Lord  Com- 
missioner of  the  Admiralty.— Mr.  Irwin, 
from  the  office  of  Inspector  Geneval  of  th« 
Ejcpo^  and  Itnports,  presented  at  the 
b^r,  a^  Account  of  the  official,  and  like- 
wise the  ^  real  or  current  value  of  all  iw- 
ports  and  exports  between  G.  Britaiaand 
Ireland,  since  the  Union,  as  estimated  by 
the  proper  officer,  distingnishing  each  ar. 
tide.  Ordered  to  liejpn  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed.— A  .message<from  the  L6rda 
informed  the  hou$e,  that  their  lordships 
had  agreed  to  tl>e,bill  for  defraying,  out 
of' the  Coi^solidated  Fund,  certain  suttts. 
hitherto  charged  on  his  Majesty's  civil  list, 
without  any  amendment.— the  Sec.  at 
War,  from  the  bar,  acquainted  the  house, 
that  his  Majesty  had  be^  waited  on  with 
the  several  addresses  voted  on  Thursdriy 
last,  and  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
give  dir^tious  accordingly. 

[PaisoHERs  OF  War  and  Captaik 
Wright.],— Mr.  $jhirges  Bourne  then  mov- 
ed "  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn.".— ••On 
the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Windham  rose,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  motion,  but  to  ask  for 
Information  with  respect  to  the  situation 
of  prisoners, of  war  in  France,  and  parti-* 
cularly  with  respect  to  Capt.  Wright.  The 
last  accounts  which  had  reached  this  coun- 
try concerning  that  gallant  officer,  weite, 
tiiat  he  had  refused  to  answer  certahi  in- 
terrogatories, to  which  he  was  not  bound 
by  any  law  of  war  to  give  an  answeV; 
that  a  broad  hint  had  been  ^ven  out  6n 
that  occasion,  that  extremities  should  be 
resorted  to,  if  he  did  not  answer  in  the 
manner  expected ;  and  that  he  bad  beeu 
in  consequence  committed  to  the  Temple. 
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&1^ 


SlefoTf  lie  fObpoid  hMtkttte  «oy  pirca^^ipg 
on  tbi$  subject,  he  was  aoxious  tojiapwi 
whether  ^  M^esty's  govt,  had.  taken  any 
•tpps  R>ioif3ir  procuring  the  release' of  thai 
officer,  or  i^eth'er  the  ko*.  |^t.  opposite 


^'^l&llbrrhkith  afi^lHlHi' « 'flte-'  b*frf^^istetr 
^^^''ap«4i^  tftMt^8«d'  9ii§-  Majesty  isc 

'.'•**  We,  S^T  .Mi^Jfeb'k  rikjist  ^irttfel  and 

\  ♦«  bied;  approkcb  thfe  foot  t)f  your  Ma^ 

♦*(«^ed  jc>y  and   wv^wik«.—fl«ft  brill 

/*  mhifk'A  hdldf^  my  ^haAd  cbft^lefie^  the 

-  \i*  iv^lKn  "fo^  phe  jft9»exx  yiw^    These, 

*^Sir^i>m  bait  apj^ropri^kt^  to '^he  fttr- 

^'••theflr  sppport  tttf*  yoUJfr  •Mtej^fet^^fr- house-. 

^*  hold,  and   tHik^hittiXMft  und  ^^ity  of 

^^' :yb^  ^niii|RH  to  iMe  ^ffa^  >dbd 'military 

.  **  ^feobe  fyf  tije^ilm,  itod-to  the  varioui 

^a^icek  of  }R9uf  «K|tt^dfd  >t#ipire.'    !u 

^*  providing  f<i  tbeft^^grant^,  ktge  m  their 

'  '^  mmoxmt   ^A  y:isfmnit.mitatt  vriih   th« 

.^extraoidiu«*7  dcMiaadB^f'l9fetimts  in 

.^•^bich  mt  live,  we-- have;  iie<'^rthefes8| 

.  ^  BteHdily  penevarod  in  odr foftt^r  ccmrse^ 

.  ti  \iH  rinsing  tf  ^arltf  p#a)>^^itlote  of  6oi-  atipf 

'■t)W  tvlebin  tboyear;  alfd  *#«  httre  tio^^ 

*^he  prMd'satli&otiM  td  %ee,^hkt  tb^ 

^^'ptaiMsent  debt  of  the  slate  ia  rapidly 

^  dibnnishiag,  kt  the  taiba  tiAe  tiiat  the 

.  ^  growing  prosperity  of  the  countty  baa 


**  iible  duration  of  the  contest,  ait 
**  we  are  fearless  of  its  issue,  we  have 
*«  nevertheless  deeiaed  it  our  indispensable 
"  duty  to  deliberate  with  unreniilUog  so- 
'« licitudt!  upon  the  be&t  system  for  a  mllu 
*<  tary  defence  :  and  the  voluntary  spirit 
•*  t>f  the  jxro^le  seconding  the  views  o{ 
"  parliatw^rt,  has  at  tbe  same,  time  m^ 
*^  mated  alU  fitnks  of  men  with  to  acthi^ 
*»  de«ifre  of  Attaining  to  such  a  state  of 
•<  ^RsOjllair  in  arms*  as  may  enaWfe  theri 
*♦  socc^slailyj  tb  co-operate   with  ^^ 
*^  Waie^ty'Si  i^uiaf  and  vetenm  ibrcrt.-^ 
^TbUs  fortaidfebly  armed,  and  powerfollj 
«^*i||taiited,  vft  tn*st  that,  with  the  ble*- 
:.<«  tog  (3ff  Ood,  we  shall  victorious^  main- 
'•'iainyOaf'M^PSty's  throne,  andtrani* 
A«^t   umimpaired   «o   our    descetodanU 
^4kus  uiosr  ,perfcjet  form  of  go^.  ^v^ 
iO'^ih^wAyid  has  ever  e.tperienced,  fbr  fte 
<>^^>ractical  bappines^  .of  mankind;  fifndf 
^♦^•perHHWtded,  that  this  empire  mil  loiij 
**  dtiDast  -  t!ie  ^lonn^  which   havt  onr- 
<♦  wbtelmcd^tbe  continent  of  Eurcjpe,  sod 
*•  earnestly  hoping  that  other  nations,  Btot 
**  falkn^  may  witness  the.  destmttion  of  % 
^*  tyranny  feusi<<ed  on  fraud'  and  vitoTence, 
**  and    cemented   with    hmocent  blood, 
**and  sgaW  recover  their  ancient  power 
^*  and  independence,  as  the  beat^r^Btee 
"  for  the  nki^Jre  and  trffliquillity  of  ths 
«'  civilized  vgeM^^^^km  \M  wbicb  I  bate 
"  to  present  to  your  M*jesty  is  intituled, 
••  *  An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  i 
"  certain  sum  ©1*  faiohey  out  of  Uie  Cos. 
,  f*  aolidated  Fund  oif  G«  Brttaia,  and  for 
"applying  ft  ciirta'm  sum  of  money  ibeitft 
'<  .m?ntipi»8<l,  for  the  service  of  G.  Bri- 
"  tain,  for  the  ^ar  1804,  aad  for  fsrtbir 
*<  apfxrqpri^tiiig  tiae   supplies  grtfiMd  « 
**  this. session  of  .purliansent.'    To  vbicb 
««  yoor  <^inmons,  Wikh  all  hiia^bty,  tar 
"  treat  your  Maje*ity's  royal  asteut/'— The 
billbewg  delivered  to  tbe  clerk,  bis  Mi- 
jesty,£ig|iifi«Hi  hi^  fuycd  a»seat  to  the  ssss; 
which  wes  afterwards  declared  ia  the  vsiitl 
foraa<--4iis  M^ty  then  put  au  lend  to  tbe 
session*  1^  jLbe  foUowiag  most  gradets 
speech  from  tbe  thIroAe  to  boik  booses  tf 

4)aiiiaoient  V 

*'  My  Lards  and  Gtntlemeft^  •  t .. 

**  Befpre  I. put  an  end  Ig'^jbe'^presca* 

"  session'  of  parliament,  I  am  desirous  of 

**  expressing  n^   entire  ap|Arobation  of 

*  the  zeal  and  as^duky  With  which  you 


"  have  applied  yourselyca  ta  U»e  ff€st 
^Bti^ciigthetied  and'niilltij^lied  aEl'^ts  reh  1  *<  bbjects  of  public  concern  wln^  v^ 
*^>durc:tts«**^iCoiitemp]atkig'  the  i^ar  i|i  "come  under  your  considt»ation.-r-yo« 
'*  wbich  we  JW>e  engaged,  thfe  'Character i  ««  have  wisely  continued  to  .'direct  |<»^ 
'<':tiid'iaeibsof  ottr^eiray,  and  tbe  pot(-1  ••  aUeution  to  tlie  eucQure^mf  i^and  isi- 
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•<  provement  of  thfet  respectable  and  pow- 
•*  erful  irolunteer  force^  which  'the  ardour 
**  and  s^rit  of  nyj  Qubjects  have  enabled 
'*  me  to  establish,  %o  an  eiueut  hitheftt 
**  unexampfed.  •— You   have  at  the  same 
^  time  endeavoured  to  combine  au  addi> 
^  tion^i  establishment  ibr  ^ur.  <lQffie»tic 
^  defence  with  the  meand  of  augmenting 
^  ^*  our  regular  arn^,  and  of  n^untaining^ 
^*  it  oh  such  a  ^cale  as  oa^y  )^i^  pjupor-, 
^  tiOued  to  tiie  circaiA5tau<:e3  o(  the  times. 
*<  and   to   the '  rank    which,   tl^ifi  country', 
''  9^ght  ev^  to  hfM  wti^x^g  ^e  ppwexs  q^ 
f*  Europe. 

<^  Tou  are  ^uiitled'  to  >Dy  v«rqM;»t  ttc- 
1'.  knowledgnenta  for  tfie  frfskprool'iwhich 
/vy<Hi  have  given  one  of  your  afiacfliMate 
*'  and  coBsiaat  aitachioeiH  to  iny  pecton 
*<  and  familyr  'and  yoiu  regard  to  the  ho- 
f'  nour  snd  dignity  of  uovtrowa^  <by  the 
*^  libaral  .provision  wliida '^)rbu  havi»  OHide 
*t  for  th<?  payment  of  the  debt  oa  my  civil 
'^list  revenue,  and  fb'r^  fatni^bnig  me 
*^wrtKthe  additiohal'meim  <if  deiVaying 
.  ^  the  .increase  whi{?h  batTu^mdabVy  taken 
^'  place  in  the  diffrient  brandies  of  my 
.*'  expenditure.  I  inuist  also  return  yoti 
*.*'  my  wafmetl  thaniis  fof  the  exMnsive 
••*  provjbion  which  yoo  have  made  for  the 
^  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  anci 
^«  especially  for.  the  just  aiirf  prudeut  iatl 
*^  tention  which  you  have  shewn  to  true 
-"  economy,  and  the  perrtianent  crtdit  and 
"welfare  of  the  countr}',  by  the  great  ex- 
•*  ertions  you  have  made  for  'preventing, 
*•*  as  fur  as  possible,  the  accumulation  of 
"  drbt,  and  for  raising  so  large  a  propor- 
•♦*  troD  of  the  expences  of  the  war  within 
'**  the  year. 

*'  My  Lords  and  Grnftfmen, 
"  f  have  now  only  to  rccpinaieDd  to  you 
**  to  carry  into  your  respective  counties 
•*th0  same  zeal  for  the  public  interest 
*^  which  has  guided  all  your  proceedings. 
'*•  It  \till  be  your  particular  duty  to  incul- 
**  cate  on  tlie  .mind»  of  all  classes  of  my 
•♦«  subjects, .  that  the  preservatlou  of  all 
**  that  is  most  dear  to  them  requires  the^ 
**  continuance  of  tlieir  unremitted  exer-l 
^'<ioiis  for  the  national  defence.     The! 

uy  has. been 
red  purpose 
e  daily  aug- 
appears  to 
tk«  view  of 
for  cari^'it^ 


"  it  into  execution.  — Relyi 
**  valour,  and  ditcipKae  of 
«*  military  force,  aided  by 
'*  2eal  and  native  oounage  € 
**  took  'With  €o»fideiM:e  to>t 
''  great  conflict,  and  I  doi 
'*•  will  terminate,  under  t 
"  Providence,  not  only  \\ 
"  c|  '   *  ic  nuMpent,  \ 


"ij 

\W  of  forei^ 
hk  country  c 
1.     In  additii 

"a 

bject,  I  ent< 
e,   tha^t  tUe 

"^...- 

a  our  suoct 

wiU.a^  be  confined  wi 
*'  but  that,  by  their  exa; 
\'  €Q(|>8^U4rQQes,  |h^  m^y 
*'  ^ta^lishme^l.  o(  #ucb  a 
^<  XQ^f  ^  -mLy  If scue  it  fi 
<<  ry>u»  tM^te  IQ^  mbivh  it  i 
''may  <#aUy  V9m>  m  e| 
«  against  tbe  unbound^pd 
^  '^  graodieemeikt  tmd,  ambiiic 
''  eo  every  iBdependent  i 
**  remaiinfi  ogk  the  contineut 
•  ^fter  which  the  iA>rdQM 
m:eived  kh  Majesty's  cot 
iofWMDd.  and  said^ 

^  My  Lordi  and  CUntL 
'  ^Mthu  Ma}esl3^s.royalwi 
*' tbaC '^hia  parliament  be 
''  Tue^dkvt  (he  4th  Sept*  n 
"  and  %\\ere  holdeE^ ;  and 
^*  stands  prorogued  till. the 
**  Sept.  ^uecordmglv."^  . 

His  Majesty^  then  retires 
suite,'  and    thie  accustoui^ 
the  'Commons    withdrew 
house,  and  their  lordships 


<iOUSE OF  cum; 


(Minutes.] -^The  hous 
-bau  past  tw(>  o'clock;  al 
b^ibre  three,  tl^  yeomat 
'•^lack  rod  came  down  am 
Speaker,  that  his  Majesty  < 
'attendance  of  that  hon.  hoi 
or  Peers.  Th^  Speaker,  a1 
hers  present,  itninediaiel\ 
House  of  Peers.  '  Upon»  t) 
Speaker  desired  the  roer 
roun.l  the  table,  when  he  r 
.Majesty's  speech.  '  After  x 
t>er8  retired,  and  the  sessioi 
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tmce  our  Bepert  of  tie  **  Speech  qf  Lord  Cantlcrtagh  on  the  I9M  of  Julgf  previous^  h 
Ui  mmngfor  $tveral  Accounts  relative  to  the  Financee  of  the  East  India  Companif  in 
JndM  and  Europefor  the  last  Ten  Years'*  (see  page  l073^,  was  pui  to  press,  w  hvct 
heen  favoured  with  the  following  correct  Copy  of  his  Lordship's  Speech^  published  by 
AutiorUy. 


Before,  sift  I  proceed  to  moym  &r  the  pa« 
pers,  of  which  1  gave  notice  on  a  former 
day,  as  I  shall  not  deem  it  necessary  Xm  found 
any  motion  upon  them  when  kid  upon  the 
tame,  I  fed  it  my  duty,  at  present,  shortly 
to  state  to  the  house^  the  object  with  whicn 
this  information  is  called  for,  and  the  con« 
chisions  which,  I  apprehend,  vnW  be  dedu- 
dbk  from  it. — In  the  successive  debates 
which  bsfve  annually  taken  place  on  In* 
dian  Finance,  however  complicated  and 
extensive  la  its  nature  the  subject  is,  I 
have  observed,  that  so  lon^  as  the  dis- 
cussion confined  itself  to  ue  particular 
accounts  of  the  year  then  under  con- 
sideration, whatever  difference  arose  was 
easily  reconciled,  hj  a  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts themselves :  but,  so  often  as  the  dis- 

-  Hussion  has  taken  a  wider  range  (as  it  has 
frequently  very  naturally  and  very  properly 
doucy  with  reference  toihe  results  and  state* 
meots  of  former  years),  a  great  want  of  pre- 
cisbn  has  been  observable,  from  the  difficulty 
of  referring  back,  with  accuracy,  to  the  vo- 
luminous accounts  o(  preceding  years,  not 
at  the  moment  either  in  the  hands,  or  in  the 
recollection,  of  those  who  took  a  part  in  the 
debate«-<^One  of  my  objects,  and  indeed  the 
'  principal  one,  at  present  is,  to  bring  before  the 
house,  in  the  compass  of  a  single  and  intel- 
ligible account,  the  substance  of  the  last  ten 
years',  i^ccounts,  commencing  with  the  re- 
!ncwal  of  the  charter ;  so  that  gent,  hereafter, 
having  before  them,  in  one  point  of  view, 
the  estimate  of  each  year,  under  the  several 
heads  of  revenue,  ciiar^e,  interest  of  debts, 
surplus  revenue,  or  deficit,  and  increase  or 
diminution  of  debt,  they  may,  at  one 
glance  qf  their  eye,  compare  the  same  with 
the  actual  result,  as  furnished  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  subsequent  year. — I  am  the 

.,inore  desirous  of,  putting  parliament  in 
possession    of  this    information,    frpm  the 

^perseverance  with  which  gtixU  on  the 
.other  side  of  the  house,  have  asserted,  year 
.after  year,  that  all  the  estimates,  from  time  to 
.  time,  laid  befdre  parliament,  with  reference 
to  Indian  finance,  and  all  the  predictions  of 

jay  noble  friend  (lord  Melville)  and  myself, 

*have  been  completely  falsified  by  the  event. 
They  have  not,  certainly,  charged  either 
with  wilful  or  deliberate  misrepresentation  ; 
but  they  impute  to  us  the  having  i^lied  for 
our  conclusions  upon  estimates^rmcd  upon 


a  confined  and  inadequate  view  of  the  pro< 
bable  expenditure  for  the  succeeding  year, 
and  that,  under  the  deception  of  our  own 
over-sangume  feelings,  we  have  given  to  par- 
liament, and  to  the  public  positive  assurances 
of  results  which  have  never  taken  place.— 
If,  sir,  my  noble  friend  and  myself  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  annually  misl^iding  par- 
liament Km  this  im))0^tant  subject,  we  cer- 
tainly have  taken  all  due  pains  to  supply  the 
means  of  detecting  our  own  errors.  The 
detailed  report,  which  isanmially  published, 
of  the  sentiments  and  opinions  staled  by  the 
person  who  fills  the  situation  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  hold,  furnishes  more  ample  and 
authentic  matcmls,  than  are  to  be  found  in 
the  adnunistration  of  any  other  branch  of 
the  public  affairs,  for  convicting  him  of  any 
inaccuracy  into  which  he  may  have  &llen,  or 
any  mistatement  he  fnay  hdnre  ventured  to 
hazard  ;  and  with  such  means,  it  is  a  little 
surprising,  if  they  are  borne  out  by  facts ; 
and  a  just  subject  of  complaint,  if  they 
are  not,  that  instead  of  brining  the  question 
to  this  distinct  test,  they  have  confined 
their  attack  to  general  imputations. — Wish- 
ing to  bring  tlie  question,  once  for  all,  to 
a  distinct  issue,  I  shall  endeavour  to  state, 
as  precisely  as  I  can,  the  two  charges, 
which,  I  conceive,  comprehend  the  sub- 
stance of  every  thing  that  has  been  alleged 
upon  this  subject.  Ist,  That  the  annual  es- 
timates themselves  were  founded  in  error, 
and  disproved  by  the  expenditure  at  the  end 
of  the  year ;  and  that  while  the  estimates 
gave  no  reason  to  aj^prehend  an  increase  of 
debt,  an  accumidation,  to  a  large  amount, 
has  taken  place  annually  abroad.  2d,  That 
a  positive  assurance  was  giveii  by  my  npblc 
friend  to  the  public,  in  the  year  1 793,  of  the 
participation  of  500,0001. '  being  regularly 
paid,  and  that  his  lordship  had  often  declared^ 
the  finances  of  the  enbpire  would  derive  aid 
from  the  resources  of  India,  before  India  be- 
came a  charge  on  the  mother  country.— 
And,  first,  as  to  the  latter  charge,  which  is 
of  a  more  general  nature,  1  have  only  to 
meet  the  assertions  of  gent.,  who  state,  that 
these  assurances  were  given  absolutely  and 
without  qualification,  by  asserting  they  never 
were;  referring,  for  the  truth  of  my  denial, 
to  the  recorded  sentiments  pf  my  noble 
friead,  as  published  at  the  time.  Hiey  were, 
no  doul^t^  jT^ade  absolutelyj  with  reference  to 
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a  state  of  peace ;  but,  so  far  from  being 
equally  applied  to  a  state  of  war,  parliament 
was  distinctly  apprised  by  my  noble  friend, 
at  the  time,  that  war,  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  its  operation,  and  more  particu- 
larly war  on  the  continent  of  India,  must 
wholly  alter  the  calculations  then  made.  A 
hope  was  entertained  by  my  noble  friend,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  that  in 
the  then  crippled  state  of  the  enemy,  our 
expence  abroad  might  not  be  such,  as  to 
disturb  materially  our  financial  pros]>ects  ; 
but  he  pointedly  guarded  himself  asjainst 
causes  of  expence,  distinct  fvom  the  probable 
direct  efforts  of  France  in  India.  Since  that 
time,  we  have  had  two  Indian  wars,  one 
with  Tippoo,  the  other  with  the  Mahrattas. 
We  have  had  rebellions,  little  inferior  to 
wars,  in  the  expenditure  connected  with 
their  suppression  :  and  we  have,  in  that  time, 
fitted  out  from  India  various  expeditions, 
and' j)rominently  that  to  Egypt,  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  Company's  ser- 
vice, the  charges  of  which,  with  interest 
since  accrued  (in  whatever  proportion  they 
may  ultimately  fall  on  the  public  or  on  the 
C9mpanyJ)  stand  recorded  in  the  accounts  to 
the  amount  of  about  7,000,0001.  Could 
my  noble  friend's  statements,  even  had  they 
been  unacconiipanied  by  the  express  qualifi- 
cations which  made  a  part  of  therti  at  the 
time,  be  in  fairness  considered  as  applying 
to  such  a  state  of  things  as  I  have  described  ? 
Or  is  it  wonderful,  under  such  an  accumu- 
lation of 'expence,  incurred  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  Company  but  of  the  public, 
that  the  result,  which  my  noble  friend  was 
justified  in  opening  to  ])arliament  in  the  year 
1793,  should  stand  suspended,  in  ^vhatever 
degree  those  causes  have  continued  to  ope- 
rate? This  house  will  recollect,  when  my 
noble  frien^  stated  his  conviction,  that  the 
empire  was  'likely  to  derive  aid  from  India, 
before  the  defence  of  India  would  become 
chargeable  upon  the  mother  countiy;  that 
this  statement  was  made  to  meet  the  then 
gloomy  predictions  of  gent,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house,  who  asserted,  such  was  the  de- 
plorable state  of  the  Company's  finances, 
that  the  em  pi  re  must  soon  be  drained  at  home, 
for  the  defence  of  our  possessions  in  India. 
The  truth  of  these  predictions  has  been  now 
pretty  fairly  tried,  by  ten  years  of  the  most 
expensive  war,  during  which  time  India  (an 
important  exception  to  all  our  other  foreign 
dependencies)  has  sustained  its  own  expence, 
and  IS,  at  the  present  day,  more  equal  than 
ever  to  continue  so  to  do.  What  would 
have  been  its  ability  to  fulfil  the  other  and 
more  flattering  part  of  my  noble  friend's  pre- 
Vql.  II. 


!  diction,  that  of  afFordiiig  an  efiicicnt  resource 
to  the  finances  of  the  empire,  had  we  enjoyed 
peace,  I  leave  to  the  house,  from  its  having 
thus  supported  itself  in  war,  to  judge  ;  only 
adding,  byway  of  explanation,  oneobserva-* 
tion,  namely,  that  the  increased  annual  ex- 
penditure arising  from  the  war,  eventful  as 
It  has  been,  may  be  taken,  on  the  average  of 
ten  yearSj  at  a  sum  considerably  cxceedmg  a 
million  a  year.  Having  thus  taken  notice 
of  the  more  general  charge  which  gent,  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  urging,  I  have  the  satis- 
faction of  coming  to  that,  which,  from  its 
being  precise  and  specific  in  its  nature,  can  at 
once  be  decided  by  a  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts themselves ;  and  here,  little  more  re- 
mains for  me  to  do,  than  to  read  to  the  house 
the  leading  results  of  the  accounts  for  tea 
years,  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  con>- 
paringthe  estimate  under  the  hea^  of  rcvende 
and  charge,  with  the  result,  as  established  by 
the  actual  accounts  of  the  succe6ding  year. 
The  revenues  for  the  ten  years  were 

taken  at 91,719,000 

They  actually  produced     -     -     -     -     94,756,0l)Q 

More  than  estimated     -     -     -     -     3,057,000 
The  charges  for  the  same  period  were 

estimated  at 76,940,000 

They  actually  amounted  to    -     -.     -     85,2;33,0cO 


More  than  estimated  -  -  -  -  6,31S,0CO 
It  is  here  material  to  observe,  that  an  in- 
crease on  each  side  of  the  aCcoupt  is  not  ne- 
cessarily a  proof  of  inaccuracy  of  estimate,  as 
in  the  course  of  several  of  the  years  after  the 
estimates  were  transmitted  home,  new  terri- 
tories were  annexed,  which  brought  with 
them  an  addition,  both  to  the  revenue  and 
charge  side  of  the  account.  The  best  cri- 
terion to  try  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates 
upon,  is,  to  take  the  result  upon  the  net  re- 
venue. 
This  was  estimated  in  the  ten  years 

14,779,000 


It  actually  amounted  to 


-     11,502,000 


Less  than  estimated  -  -  -  -  3,277,000 
so  that,  in  an  expenditure  of  above 
80,000,0001.  and  during  a  period  nearly  of 
uninterrupted  war,  the  error  in  the  final  re- 
sult, upon  the  comparison  of  revenue  and 
charge,  did  not  much  exceed  three  millions  ; 
afn  instance  of  precision  and  accuracy  of  es- 
timate, not,  I  will  venture  to  say,  to  be  pa- 
ralleled, in  the  iinancial  proce^cfings  of  any 
other  govt. ;  and  which  becomes  the  more 
surprising,  when  even  this  excess  of  charge 
is  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the  military  ex- 
penditure, both  for  the  Mysore  and  Mahratta 
wars,  becoming  a  charge  in  the  course  of 
their  respective  years,  when  at  the  outset;  and 
at  the  moment  the  estimates  were  framed^ 
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neither  cveptf  could  possibly  have  been  m  thf 
contempliition  of  the  officers  preparing  th. 
fame.  UpOa  a  teWew  of  the  ten  years,  i 
appears,  that  the  final  net  surplus  revenue 
after  payment  of  all  charges  abioad,  incli^d- 
ing  interest  of  debt,  viras 

Estimated  to  amount  to  -  -  -  -  5,910.001 
Jts  actual  produce  wa#    ...    -    -     1,98 1, OOf 


te»  than  esUmatcd    -^    -    -    -    5,929,0<H 
The  house  will  consider  it  a  most  conclu- 
ttve  and  satbfactory  proof  of  tlie  territorial 
resources  of  our  Indian  cnnpire  to  observe, 
that  the  produce  of  the  revenue  was  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenditure  connected  with  it^ 
maintenance  and  defence,  during  a  period  o 
ten  years  war,  realising,  at  the  s;ime  time,  a 
surplus  of  l,98lvOOOl. ;  whilst  the  progre? 
sivc  increase  of  the  debt  from  8,0/4,0001. 
at    which    amount    it    stood  in  1793,    to 
19,86*9,0001.  ite  present  amount,  has  swelled 
the  charge  for  annual  interest  from  5 1 7,0001. 
to  1,457,0001.  the  addition  mJide  to  the  In- 
dian debt  in  this  period  being  11 ,794,0001. 
which  will  be  observed  upon  hereafter. — 
Having  noticed  the  productive  powers  of  the 
territorieis  in  supi  lying  a  surplus,  under  all 
the  pressure  of  war,  it  may  not  be  'unsatis- 
factory to  present  this  subject  to  the  house 
in  a  different,  and  perhaps,   in  principle,  a 
more  accurate  ppir\t  of  view,  not  varying 
materially  in  the  result,  but  em^'^cing,  the 
territorial  charge  at  home,  as  well  as  abroad, 
in  the  mode  of  stating  the  account 
Ten  years'  revenue        -     -     -     -     - 

Ten  years'  charges        -     -     -     -     - 

N«t  rerenue      -    -     - 
Deduc^t  : 
Ten    years'     Bencoolcn 

and  Penang  charges    -     7©0,OQO 
Ten    years*     territorial* 

charges  paid  in  Europe  -  3,600,000 
To  be  added  to  charges  abroad      -     - 
Surplus    revenue    applicable    to    in- 
terest, ^e.   -------- 

•J-Deduct  ten  years  interest  of  debt,  at 
517,0001,.  per  annum       -     -     -     - 

N§t  surplus    -     -     - 

Addr 

Repayments  from  govt*,  received,   or 

to  be  received,  for  advances  on  ac- 

coiint  of  tbe,public,  included  amongst 

the  charges  abroad  %       -     -     -     - 

Tribute  realised  from  the  territories, 

in  ten  years  9f  war 4,633,000 

*  It  is  appreheuded  that  wben^the  articles  of 
territorial  charge,  paid  at  home,  are  minutely  ex- 
ammcd,  that  the  amount  will  not  be  found  so  large 
%!i  the  sum  here  stated* 

f  The  interest  charged  against  the  territories  is 
taken  at  the  amount  it  stood  at  in  the  year  1793, 
assuming,  that,  communibus  annis,  no  loans  were 
requisite  for  defraying  territorial  charge.  It  might 
admit  of  question,  whether,  upoq  a  more  extended 
analysis  of  the  debt  prior  to  X190,  it  was  Charge* 
«hlu  to  the  territories. 


?V,7.56,Oi)r 
8:i,?53,0(Uj 

lljOv.3,000 


4,goo,ooo 

7,505,000 

5,170,000 
2,133,000 


2,500,0000 


It  is  not  here  meant  to  be  contended,  that 

he  commerce  of  the  Conripa,ny  derived  aid 

om  the  above  surplus.     There  were  other 

?maods,  which  more  properly  belong  to 

e  territories,  which  required  and  absorbed 

unds,  nearly  to   an  equal  amount,  thouj^h 

lot  fallincc  strictly  within  the  annual  teni- 

torial  expenditure.     They  are  as  follows  : 

nrhiitir  <l(  ht       -------       l,COO,O0d 

'nterest  since  T797 000,000 

incicasc  ca^^h  balanre  abroad  in  the 

Treasury -      1,320,00^ 

?loatinar  advances  bctuccn  the  Presi- 
drnctcs,  Cuicowar  loan,  &c.   taken 

at 900,000 

•>ne  year's  participation  to  public     -         500,000 

,£.4,520,000 


Tribute  realised 4,635,000 

t\tra    demands  not  app'^i'taining   to 
annual  chaise       ------      4,520,000 


Remains  -  -  <i.l  13,000 
Of  the  above  4,520,0001.  the  increased 
cash  balance  and  floating  advances  must  stilt 
be  considered  as  available  funds,  in  the 
strictest  sense  :  the  net  available  resource, 
therefore,  from  the  ter:itoiies,  in  ten  year? 
of  war,  after  liquidating  an  old  incumbianc« 
on  the  Camatic,  and  making  a  payment  of 
500,0001.  to  the  public,  may  be  stated  at 
2,333,0001. — The  attention  of  the  bouse 
will  naturally  be  atiracied  to  an  increase  of 
debt  having  taken  place  in  India,  to  the 
amount  of  ,tl,7J>4-,0()0l.  whilst  the  territo- 
ries appear,  upon  :;n  average  of  years,  fuUy 
to  have  supported  their  own  expcnce.  bo 
large  an  incumbrance  is  certainly  to  be  re- 
gretted, and  calls  for  explanation  ;  but  it 
does  not,  when  examined,  proi-ca  deteriora- 
tion in  the  general  Concern. — Whilst  the  In- 
dian debt,  intluding  China,  bus  increased 
12,055,0001.  the  debt  in  Europe  has  been  re- 
duced 2,2 1 8 ,0001 .  The  actual  increase  of  debt 
upon  the  whole  docs  not  exceed  9,837,0001, 
— The  house  will  not  be  surprised,  in  a  grow- 
ing and  extended  commercial  concern  of  this 
nature,  mixed  with  the  govt,  of  a  great  em- 
pire, thatin  proportion  as  funds. realise  them- 
selves into  assets  of  a  less  convertible  nature, 
as  the  machine  itself  increases  in  size,  and  as 
services  press  for  supplies,  where  the  neces- 
sary funds  may  not  at  the  moment  be  withia 
reach,  that  new  loans  must,  from  time  to 
time,  be  made*  The  effect  of  such  debts 
being  contracted,  as  bearing  upon  the  value 


J  This  is  taken,  very  moderatclj',  at  2,500,0001.—- 
1,500,0001.  having  aUcady  been  repaid  by  the  pub- 
lic, nearly  the  whole  failing  under  this  class  of  ex- 
penditure, and  which  must  be  credited  to  tha  terri- 
tories, as  originally  disbursed  under  the  head  oC 
charge.  The  charges  for  the  Egyptian  e^^pcditioa 
still  remaining  unsettled^  in  theinselves  amouating 
to2,000,OOOU  . 
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of  the  concern  at  large,  can  alone  be  mea- 
sured, b]^  examining,  whether  they  have 
been  applied  to  unproductive  expences,  or 
whether  you  find,  upon  the  whole,  a  corres- 
pondent value  realised  in  another  description 
of  property,  which  may  fairly  be  considered 
as  a  counterpoise  to  such  debt. — In  looking 
to  the  question  in  this  point  of  view,  whilst 
we  find  the  debts  increased  since  1 79^, 

^,8:37,000 
The  assets  are  iBcrCased     -     -     ,     .     r2,lO*2,OO0 


Improvement  sioce  1793  -  -  -  ^.2,'2(  5,000 
subject  to  adjustment,  in  whatever  sum  may 
ultiraate-y  be  disallowed  of  the  claims  on 
govt,  amounting  to  4^018,1261. — Whilst  the 
necessity  of  new  loans  must  be  admitted,  for 
carrying  on  thcx  joint  operations  of  com- 
merce and  govt,  during  the  period  in  qves-* 
tion,  I  cannot  avoid  calling  the  attention  of 
parliament  to  the  fact  of  the  debt  having  de- 
creased at  home,  whilst  it  increased  so  largely 
abroad.  I  am  aware,  that  jn  a  period  of 
war,  when  it  may  be.  impossible  in  each  year 
!;'>  transmit  .funds  abroad,  to  the  amount 
which^  upon  general  principles,  it  is  desir- 
able should  be  done ;  or  where,  in  any  par- 
t  cular  year,  the  expence,  from  unforeseen 
events,  may  have  gone  beyond  the  scale  pro- 
vided for  from  home,  that  new  loans  abroad 
may  have  become  exj)edient  and  necessary, 
rather  than  suffer  the  investment  suddenly  to 
decline,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  industry  of 
India,  and  to  the  derangement  of  the  regular 
supply  of  the  market  at  home  :  but  the  pro- 
curing funds  in  India,  at  the  high  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  on  money  there  borrowed*  is, 
as  a  general  practise,  so  injurious,  that  I  can- 
not perrnit  tliis  circumstance  to  pass  with- 
out some  remark,  trusting^  that  the  policy  of 
borrowing  in  Europe  will  always  be  kept 
steadily  in  view :  and  that  every  effort  will 
be  made  on  the  first  favourable  occasion,  to 
convert  a  congiderable  proportion  oF  the  In- 
dian, into  a  European  debt,  which  cannot 
fai-1  in  itself,  by  the  mere  reduction  of  in- 
terest, rapidly  to  accelerate  the  ultimate  ex- 
tinction of  the  capital  q^  tlic  debt  itself. — I 
shall  not,  upon  the  present  occasion,  delay 
the  house,  by  minutely  tracing  the  appro- 
j)riation  and  distribution  of  the  Company's 
funds  in  each  year,  between  the  home  and 
foreign  concern  ;  between  the  management 
of  their  trade,  and  the  administration  of  their 
territorial  dominions.  The  accounts  which 
I  shall  now  call  for,  will  lay  the  ground  for 
such  an  investigation. ^  I  shall  content  my- 
self, at  present,  with  observing,  that  as  we 
find,  upon  a  balance  of  debts  and  assets,  that 
the  Company's  affairs,-  taken  in  the  aggre- 
gate, haVe  not  been  deteriorated  in  the  last 
^n  years,  whilst  the  British  empire  in  India 


has  been  largely  extendi  and  secured; 
and  as  1  have,  I'tru^,  satisfactorily  shewn, 
that  the  territories  have,  during  this  period, 
fully  defrayed  their  own  expence,  it  seems  to 
follow  as*a  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
commerce  of  the  Company  (conducted  a^  it 
has  been,  and  Ought  always  to  be,  on  enlarged 
principles  of  steady  encourajgement  to  the 
mranufacturing  iviterests  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  rather  than  on  t?he  confined  scale 
of  mercantile  profit  and  exchisiveadvantagej^ 
has  also,  from  its  own  profits,  upheld  itself, 
paying  to  the  proprietors  the  dividend  df 
ten  per  cent,  upon  th^ir  capital  stock. 
If  such  has  been  the  result,  when  botH 
interests  had  to  contend  with  all"  the,prcs<.' 
sure  rf  war,  and  loans  made  at  high  in- 
terest abroad,  how  great  would  have  beea 
the  reSr^urces  derivable  from  them,  had  peace 
letV  the  Company  in  possession  abroad  of  st 
large  surplus  revenue,  and  had  the  moneys 
market  at  home  {from  which  they  have  beeri 
excluded  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  'a  great 
measure,  from  deference  and  consideration 
for  the  interest  of  the  state)  being  open  to  the 
Company,  so  as  to  admit  of  their  raising,  at 
a  moderate  rate  of  interest,  by  an  increase  of 
their  capital,  the  additional  funds  which 
their  growing  concerns  have,  from  time  to 
time,  required.— Whilst  I  am  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Company's  debt  abroad,  I  wis^. 
to  notice  an  observation  that  fell  from  aa 
hon.  gent,  on  the  other  side  of  the  house 
(Mr.  Johnstone)  that  when,  in  the  month  of 
March  1803,  I  stated  to  parliament  the  plan 
which  was  then  in  contemplation,  for  the  re^ 
duction  of  the  Company's  debt  abroad,  to 
the  extent  of  two  millions  in  peace,  and  pos- 
sibly to  the  extent  even  of^  one  million  in 
time  of  War,  that  I  held  forth  an  exp'ectatio'n, 
that  such  plan  could  be  in  operation  in  the 
year  1802-3  in  India.  A  reference  to  dates 
is  sufficient  to  prove,  that  a  plan,  not  stated 
till  March  1803,  not  sent  out  in  orders  to 
Indiii  till  June  1803,  and  the  execution  of 
which  depended  upon  the  extent  of  supplies 
to  be  sent  from  Europe,  in  the  end  of  tho 
last,  and  beginning  of  the  present  season, 
which  supplies  could  not  reach  In'dia  till  late 
in  the  year  1803-4,  could  not  have  any  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  accounts  of 
1 802-3^  It  is  equally  clear,  had  peace  con- 
tinued, and  had  all  the  materials,  which  were 
then  stated  as  essential  to  the  plan  of  (>aying 
off  2,000,000  of  the  Indian  debt  within  the 
year,  remained  undisturbed,  that  the  plan  it- 
''elf  could  not  have  had  its  commencement 
abroad,  till  late  in  the  year  1803-4,  or  m.  re 
probably  the  commencement  of  1804-5. — Ic 
is  true,  I  stated  that  a  net  revenue  of  one  mil- 
lion would  renaain  disposable  abroad  ii   the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1161] 


PAUL.  DEBATES.— fwioncM  of  He  East  India  Cottony, 


[1162 


year  1802-3,  upon  the  supposi/ion  of  peace 
continuing  ;  but  I  then  also  stated,  that  as 
the  law  had  decided,  that  the  surplus  re- 
venue should  be  applicable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  Ae  purchase  of  investment,  it  was 
not  till  that  investment  reached  Europe  and 
was  realised,  that  the  surplus,  so  to  exist, 
could  be  applied,  cither  to  the  reduction  of 
debt,  or  the  payment  of  the  participation  tp 
the  public.     The  month  of  July   1804  was 
then  mentioned,    as  the  period  when   the 
Company  would  be  prepared,  if  war  did  not 
intervene,  to  account  with  the  public  for 
that  sum.     It  was  explained,  m  a  former 
debate,  why,  on  the  balance  of  last  year's 
account,  no  such  payment  is  now  due  :  and 
it  also  was  shewn,  that  the  net  surplus  abroad 
in  that  year,  after  payment  of  all  charges, 
interest  of  debt  included,   would  not  have 
fallen  short  of  1,300,0001.  had  peace  con- 
tinued.    It  appears,  therefore,  that  parlia- 
ment was  distinctly  apprised  from  the  first, 
pf  the  circumstances  on  which  this  payment 
must  depend ;   and  I  am  by  no  means  an- 
swerable, in  consequence  of  any  thing  I  then 
said,  for  a  temporary  interruption  of  thii  re- 
source,  which  has  been  subsequently  occa- 
sioned by  the  war,  and  by  the  unfavourable 
pies  at  home. — With  these  materials,  viz.  a 
clear  surplus  of  1 ,000,0001.  in  peace,  and 
500,0001.  in  war,   applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  debt,  the  plan  proposed  to  liquidate 
debt    abroad,    to    the   annual    amount   of 
2,000,0001.   in  peace,   and   in  war  to  an 
;imount   not  exceeding  1,000,0001.      The 
practicability  of  executmg  the  plan  in  peace 
(these  materials  being  forthcoming)  depended 
ftirther  on  the  Company  being  enabled^  by 
'gradually  adding  to  their  capind,  to  raise  an- 
nually in  Europe  such  a  sum,  as,  with  the 
progressive  savings  of  interest,  would  com- 
plete the  sinking  fund,  in  each  year,  to  the 
jequired  amount.-s-No  difficulty  could  have 
occurred' in  doing  so,  to  the  proposed  extent, 
v.liad  peace  continued.     In  war  it  was  pre- 
sumed^ in  addition  to  th*^  300,0001.  appli- 
cable from  the  net  proceeds,  that  parily  from 
repayments  from  the  public,  and  partly  from 
an  increased  issue  of  bonds,  the  fund,  for  the 
reduction  of  debt,    might  have  been  earned 
.  beyond  the  half  million. — If,  from  the  recur- 
rence of  w$ir  in  Europe,  coupled  with  the 
heavy  pressure  of  a  contest  with  the  Mah- 
rattas,  the  surplus  net  proceeds  have  been  in 
a  greater  degree  absorbed,  than  there  was 
reason   to  apprehend  at  the  time :    if,  from 
the  war  bearing  upon  the  price  of  all  Ide- 
scriptions  of  public  securities  in  the  market 
at  home,  it  has  become  disadvantageous  to 
add-  to  the   Company's  capital,  whilst  the 
price  of  their  stock,  in  common  vnth  all 


others,  is  so  much  depressed  ;  and,  if,  from 
our  communication  wiih  the  continent,   at 
the  outset  of.  the' war,  being  materially  em- 
barrassed, if  not  interrupted,  and  also,   fron\ 
the  first  effects  of  the  high  duties,  imposed 
on  the  Company's  imports  in  the  course  of 
the   last  session,    their  sales  at  home,    in 
amount,  as  well  as  in  price,  have  been  con- 
siderably affected  :  the  house  will  not  be  sur- 
prised, if  the  concurrence  of  all  these  un- 
favourable causes  should  impede,    if   not 
suspend,  the  operation  of  the  plan  in  ques- 
tion.    I  trust,  however,  that  as  far  as  the 
sales  at  home,  and  the  peculiarly  heavy  ex- 
pences  of  the  war  abroad,  are  concerned, 
that  we  may  from  the  present  moment,  in- 
dulge better  hopes,  peace  having  been  ac- 
tually concluded  with  the  Mahrattas,   and 
the  impediments  to  our  sales  not  being,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  in  their  nature  permanent  • 
but  having  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the 
house  the  principal  points  on  which  this  im- 
portant question  must  hinge,  gent,  will  feel^ 
that  the  detail  will  be  more  satisfactorily  dis- 
cussed in  a  future  year,  when  advices  shall 
have  been  received   of   the    orders    having 
reached  India,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
supreme  govt,  thereupon. — Upon  the  wholej, 
I  trust,  the  several  accounts,  I  shall  now 
move  for,  accompanied  by  the  explanations 
I  have  thus  had  an  opportunity  of  submitdnor 
to  the  house,   will  satisfy  parliament  and  the 
public:     1st,  Of  the  peculiar  and  highly 
commendable  accuracy,    observable  in   the 
estimates  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  both  under  the  heads  of  re- 
venue and  charge,  trying  them  by  the  test  of 
the  actual  accounts  for  the  same  year,  after 
the  whole  receipt  and  expenditure  had  been 
precisely   ascertained,    and  only   making  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  extraordinary  ex- 
pence,  occasioned  by  events  which,   from 
their  nature,  could  not  have  been  either  fore- 
seen or  calculated  upon,  when  the  estimates 
were  prepared.     2d,  That  none  of  the  as- 
surances given  to  parliament  on  the  subject 
of  Indian  finance,  if  fairly  stated  and  cor-. 
rectly  understood,  have  been  disproved  by 
the  event ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  manifest, 
from  the  revenues  having  more  than  covered 
the  territorial  expenditure,  during  ten  years 
of  the   most  expensive  wa^r,  that  every  ex- 
pectation of  aid  to  the  public  finances  from 
India  would  have  been  fulfilled  to  the  utmost, 
had  we  remained  at  peace,  or  even  had  the 
scale  of  our  war  expenditure  not  been  aggra- 
vated, far  beyond  what  the  European  war 
alone,  at  its  outset,  gave  iis  reason  to  appre- 
hend, by  expensive  expeditions,  fitted  out  in 
India  oq  the  public  account,  and  by  wars 
with  the  native  powers.    3d,  That,  notwith'< 
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standing  tbe  period  now  under  consideration 
has  been  one  of  heavy  pressure,  upon  the 
commercial  and  territorial  interests  of  the 
Company,  both  being  exposed  to  all  the  in- 
creased embarrassment  and  exjyence  insepa- 
rably connected  with  war,  the  general  slate 
of  their  affairs,  upon  a  comparison  of  debts 
and  assets,  is,  upon  the  whole,  not  impairedj 
whilst  their  empire  has  been  carried  to  an  ex- 
tent, which  leaves  th^m  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  enemy  on  the  continent  of  India,  and 
opens  to  them  new  sources  of  prosperity, 
which  cannot  fail  largely  to  operate  on  the 
return  of  peace.— ^That  the  resources  ol 
India  should  be  such,  as  to  enable  it,  whilst 
there  yet  remained  formidable  competitors 
for  nulitary  dominion  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  to  support  its  own  wars,  upon  an 
average  of  years,  out  of  its  own  revenues,  is 
a  triumphant  feet  to  be  enabled  to  state  on 
the  part  of  a  dependant  branch  of  this  em- 
pire. I  doubt  whether  the  financial  means 
pf  any  other  ^vt.  could  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances oipressure,  present  a  similar  re- 
sult for  an  equal  number  of  years  of  ex- 
tended warfare.— Parliament,  from  the  means 
of  information  it  possesses,  will  justly  dis- 
criminate between  the  expectations  it  may 
safely  form,  with  respect  to  the  resources  o I 
India  in  a  period  of  peace,  as  contrasted  with 
one  of  war  ;  they  will  have  now  before  them 
a  faithful  Statement  of  the  Estimates  and  the 
Result  of  the  last  ten  years ;  and,  I  trust, 
these  documents  are  not  less  calculated  tc 
justify  the  official  statements  which  have 
been  annually  submitted  to  their  notice,  thac 
to  inspire  the  empire  at  home  with  a  jusi 
confidence,  in  the  extent  and  stability  of  oui 
Indian  resources. — I  shall  now,  Sir,  con- 
clude with  moving  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  :  1,  f*  An  Account,  shewing  the 
estimated  and  actual  revenues  and  charo"es  ir 
India,  with  the  results  for  ten  yeai-s,  ^froir 
1793-4  to  1302-3,  after  deducting,  pay. 
ments  on  account  of  interest  on  debts  anc 
supply  to  Bencoolen,  &c.  exhibiting  like- 
wise the  decrease  or  the  increase  of  th( 
debts ;  distinguishing  each  year.'* — 2.  **  Ar 
Estimate  of  profit  and  loss  on  the  Com- 
pany's sales  in  England  and  other  profits  foi 
ten  years,  ending  1st  March  1804,  wit! 
other  payments  in  England  deducted  there- 
from;  distinguishing  each  year,  aqd  distin- 
guishing, as  far  as  may  be,  such  charges  as 
are  of  a  political,  from  those  that  are  ofj 
commercial  nature;  and  also  distinguishinc 

the  India    from  the    China  account." i, 

<*  An  Account  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
Company's  debts  and  assets,  abroad  and  a 
home,  including  China ;  tlie  former  frorr 
Aprill7.93,  to  April  1803  ;  and  the  lartei 
from  Marcjh  1794  to  March  180i.  both  in- 
clusive; distinguishing  each  ycar.^ 
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PARL.  DEBATES— fwiflncc*  of  the  East  India  Company. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  III. — An  Account  of  the  ToUl  Amount  of  the  Company's  DEBTS  and  ASSETS, 
Abroad  and  at  Home,  including  China  ;  the  former  from  April,  1793,  to  April,  1803,  and  the  latter 
ftrom  March,  1794,  te  March,  1804,  both  inclusive ;  distinguishing  each  Year. 


Mem. — The  Debts  and  Assets  in  India  are 
stated,  exclusive  of  the  Securities 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Funds, 
from  April,  1800.  They  arc  also 
stated  conformably  to  the  Ac- 
counts presented  to  Parliament 
in  each  Year,  except  in  1795  and 
1794  J  the  Accounts  for  April  in 
each  of  these  Years  not  having 
been  received  when  the  State- 
ments were  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. 

(a)  This  differs  from  the  Account 
formerly  presented,  it  having 
been  found  that  Part  of  the  Car- 
goes aAoat  are  included  in  the 
Assets  in  India,  1803. 

(Errors  excepted.) 

CHAS.  CARTWRTGHT, 

Accountant- General, 

WM.  WRIGHT, 

Auditor  of  India  Accounts* 

East- India  House, 
July  30, 1804. 


APPENDIX,  No.  IV. — An  Account,  shewing  the  Operation  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  in  the  Reductiotc 
of  the  Indian  Debt,  at  Two  Millions  annually,  viz.  One  Million  from  the  Surplws  Revenue,  and  One 
Million  from  the  Saving  on  Interest,  and  from  a  Loan,  &c. 


DEBTS.                                              1 

CHINA  : 

Balance 

against 

HOME. 

TOTAL 

1801 
1802 
1803 

15 

•(/ 
i:- 

16 

;c 

\t 

16,912,969 
18,654,381 
19,869,225 

£. 

718,945 

1,073,607 

220,02? 

260,900 

Home. 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 

£, 
7,006,500 
6,946,323 
7,474,700 
7,916,4M 
7,284,694 
7,103,762 
5,830,222 
5,393,98S 
4,822,68C 
4,773,886 
4,788,86: 

£. 
15,081,365 
14,513,513 
14,323,103 
15,119,685 
17,298,178 
19,210,014 
l§,045,.770 
19,634,191 
21,735,652 
23,428,267 
i4,918,988 

ASSETS. 

INDIA. 

CHINA: 
Bal.  in  fav. 

HOME. 

TOTAL. 

Abroad 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

1303 

£. 
8,339,562 
8,834,538 
8,867,266 
8,958,669 
10,531,145 
9,922,903 
10,259,107 
11,169,355 
11,352,360 
12,061,383 

12,61^,623 

£. 

1,040,058 

939,340 

528,779 

279,250 

1,226,079 

1,019,551 

91,434 

Home. 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1805 

1804 

£.     . 
9,888,836 
10,413,354 
12,024,312 
12,476,813 
13,211,370 
17,119,628 
16,185,950 
15,404,736 
16,802,760 
17,440,593 

(A) 

18,751,736 

£, 
19,268,256 
20,187,232 
21,420,357 
21,714,732 
23,742,515 
27,042,531 
'26,445,057 
27,800,168 
29,174,671 
29,593,410 

31,370,359 

Rate  of  Interest  with  Probable 
Reduction. 


1803. 
1804- 
1805- 
1806. 
1807. 
1808- 


1809-lf 


£.  12,600,000 
5,400,000 
10,600,000 
3,400,000 
8,600,000 
3,400,000 
6,600,000 
3,400,000 
4,600,000 
3,400,000 
2,600,000 
3,400,000 


at  8  per  Cent.    ( 
at  10  per  Cent  ' 
at  7*  per  Cent  i 
at  10  per  Cent 
at  7  per  Cent.    ( 
at  10  percent; 
at  7  per  Cent.   \ 
at  10  percent 
at  6^  per  Cent.  , 
at  10  per  Cent  ' 
at  6  J  per  Cent, 
at  10  per  Cent. 

At  6  per  Cent. 


Principal    re 
duced2  Mil- 
lions in  each 
Year. 


Annual  Inte- Annual  Sav- 
rest  payable,  ing  upon  In 
according  to  terest  reduc- 


foregoing 
Supposition. 


^.16,000,000 

14,000,000 

12,000,000 

10,000,000 

8,000,000 

6,000,000 

4,000,000 


£.  1,348,000 
1,135,000 
942,000 
802,000 
639,000 
509,000 


ed,  and  capi- 
tal paid  off. 


213,000 
406,000 
546,000 
709,000 
839,000 


2,713,000 


240,000|    1,108,000 


Antonnt  Co  be  ratsed«  vritb 
the  Savings  in  the  preci- 
ing  Coluitin,  to  complete 
the  additional  Million  for 
Sinking  rund. 


£.  1,000,000 
787,000 
594,000 
454,000 
291,000 
161,000 


^3,287,000 


In  the  Years  1808-9  and  1809-10,  the  ten  and  eight  per  Cent  Decennial  Loans,  amounting  together  to 
about  4,014,0001.  will  become  payable,  either  in  India  or  Europe,  at  the  option  of  the  Holders.  It  is  pro- 
bable, from  the  fevourable  rate  of  Exchange  at  which  the  Holders  are  entitled  to  receive  their  payment  in 
Europe,  that  the  whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  these  Loans,  will  be  transferred.  In  whatever  proportion, 
by  such  Transfer,  the  Indian  Debt  may  be  reduced  below  four  Millions,  the  Sum  at  which  it  is  proposed  it 
•hould  remain,  a  coiTcsponding  Sum  must  be  raised  bv  Loan  in  India,  viliich  will  preserve  the  Debt  Abroad 
at  the  due  Amount,  and  will  enable  the  Company,  by  retaining  in  Europe  the  Funds  which  must  otherwise  be 
remitted  to  India,  either  in  Bullion  or  by  Bills,  so  to  regulate  the  State  ef  their  Home  Treasury,  as  to  be 
e  pared  to  meetthe  increased  Demands  upon  it. 

The  Amount  ofthe  Principal  ofthe  Debt  to  be  liquidated  by  above  Operation  is  ....  Z.12,O00j00O 

The  Means  are:  Surplus  Revenue i^. 6,000,000         ' 

Annual  SMTinflp  of  Interest 2,713,000 

^  TiOa»atHoine,&c.  ,  .      3,287,000 <£.  12,000,000 

Digitize(^PENDIXto_Vol.n. 
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APPENDIX 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 


VOL.  II. 


An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  the  Funded  Disf  of  Ireiand,  on  the  25th  March 
in  each  Year,  from  the  25th  March  1784  to  1801,  and  on  the  ist  January  1801,  1802, 
1803,  and  1804;  together  with  the  Amount  created  since  the  ist  January  .1804  by  Loans, 
and  the  Debt  as  it  now  stands. 


Amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland  on  the  25th  March 


on  1st  January 


784 
786 


1^1 


788 
789 


7»9^ 
790  I 

79' r 

792J 

793      ' 


794 
796 


797 
798 

799 


800 


Amount  created  since  the  ist  January  1804  by  loans    • 
i^mount  of  the  funded  deb:  of  Ireland,  as  it  now  stands 


801 
802 
803 
804 


1527600 
1400920 
1584540 
1 768240 
1718240 


o  o 

p  o 

o  a 

o  o 

o  o 


17x8240  o  0 


f 760740  o 

2134140  o 

3185990  o 

4841 85()  13 

582C056  13 

10128906  13 

16508790  o 

24207290  o 

30109056  13 

34911838  9 

39541258  16 

43019325  xo 

X0277031  5 

53296356  15 


^J.  B.    Tih  is .  a  statement  rf  the  mere  progress  rf  the  debt.      The  account  cf  the  comstitue 
farts  ef  the  debt^  as  well  as  of  the  sinhmg  fundy  will  be  fmmd  in  the  sgise^uent  feiges. 
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Abetnct  Statement  of  the  Pvbuc  Imcomi  of  Ireland,  for  tlie  Year  ending  on.  the  5th  of 


OrMw0ry  Rnttmit^ 


CitfComft 

Excise     -  .  - 

Stampt 

Pouiklagc  fees      •   , 

Pells  feet 

Duty  on  wrought  plate 

Casualties 

Total  ordinary  Revenues 

Extratrdimary  RtS9urea, 
Four^shilling  tax  on  salaries,  &c. 
P)ibl j^  coal  yards  ,  .  - 
0>mtnis.  of  Navyt  on  ac.  of  adv.  by  Coll. 
Sundiy  persons  on*  ace,  of  ri^Iodijn? 
cornj  &c.  ^Id  for  Goveminept  3 

Oain  by  exch.  on  sumsree.  ft«m  G.  Brit. 
From  the  B.  of  Irel.  for  the  bte  Pari.  Housi 
From  G.  Brit.  ^  of  profit  on  lott.  of  1 803 
Other  monies  paid  to  th«  public     - 

.Aff^prwiid  Vmties  for  heal  Otjeett, 
I^ineti,  mioufaecuce 
Lagan  navigation 

Improvement  of  Dublin    i  - 

Repairs  of  Royal  ixch.  &  com,  building^ 
King'S'innt  .  *  . 

Kkh  bpunty         -^  .         r 
Presbyterian  ministers      -  •  • 

Tttal*  indeprad^tof  the  Ipans 
Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer 

Grand  Total 


GroiTkecJIj^ 

within 
the  Year. 


1616794 

I7t64rs 

« 16443 

108844 

35^95 

7»39 


41 
S 
5 
94 

10:8  19    9 
2303  15  It 


$|}395»4<S    »    H 


3715710  19    3j 


40  1 

39>$  o 

66173  o 

5«73  4 

62324  19 

40000  o 

ia7»3i  9 


7769  10  iij 


;9»  8 

2289  4 

16432  14 

14*1  5 

1500  o 

6500  o 

445*  ? 


405J736  1  ^ 

2178066  13    4 


623)803     I    o| 


ToiaTR^pt 

to  be^ 
accounted  for. 


£. 


297102     6- 

125714  18 

35695    6 

7t39     1 
1078  19 


2303  15  If 


4401499  It     0(298768     I  10 


40  2 

J9»5  o 

66173  © 

5'73  4 

62324  19 

40000  o 

127231  9 


7769  10  ii| 


72*  ? 

1583  10 

12173  8    o§ 

2005  o    7} 

1500  o 

6500  o 

445*  8 


4744»4o  «4  >oJ 
2178066  13    4 


Re>p«y«entS| 

Drawbacksy 

Discounts^  <cc 


£.       i.   d. 

»J94S'  »4  " 

5^8    2     3 

13548    4    8 


Charges  of 

BiCafUigement* 


£.       u     I 
354585  ««  "J 

"«5»   «3    7 
639^3     8  It 


440661   15  i 


T06     2    jI  — 

1204    4    of       54     5 

37^3    6  — 


306115  v\     5 


6922107    8    2J30P115  II     5440716    0  ^ 


44S7>6    o   if 


NOTES. 


Cu|loms  and  exciie 

Sumps 

Poit-offioe' 


Ratci  of  Collect,  per  Ct. 


Gross  Rev. 


£.  u    */. 

10    12       l|     \\      I 

^  .4    ^i,\\  «i 


Kct  Rev. 


TbrappropriKtd  bgdarKcrtn  the  Exdiequer,  oo  the  5th  of 
January  1803,  amoootod  to 


£. 


Th^^m^jl^  e^  b«|aiw«Li!i  *«  Exchequer,  00  the  5th  of 
janua^  I B03,  amounted  CO  ....        1604527 

The  apinpvlMDd  c^bncM  m^tit  BuJa^uer,  ca  tfie  jHi  of 
January  iSoa,  amounted  to  •  -  -  -  30099 

The  unappropriated  balaoce  in  Che  Exchequer,  on  Che  5th  of 
Jamiary  i8o4,aiiioaiiCed(o  •  »  •  •         *$'fll1 


23940  x6    o  ^ 


101&467  s8 


3    TiJ 
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^Janiuur|r,f(8o4.  £N.  B^jAIlJkewmtiai  Aee^tsjoftie  TreaswjaremadevptQtbe  stb  of  January J\ 


Total  Payments. 

out-of  the  ' 

grott  Revenue. 

Net  produce,  ap- 
plicable to     - 
national  Objects. 

Payments  for 
»ili6a,  Desert. 
Straggling  Sea. 
A.  6f  R<Js.  and- 

Fonificatiotis.  ' 

Bounties  for 
EUheries,  Linen 
Manufac.  &c 

Total  Payments 
out  of  the 
net  "ProcTucc' 

Payments 

into  the 

^KcH^ttcr; 

.Compensation. 

£.       1.    i. 

£.        u     d. 

£.      s.     d. 

£,      s.    d. 

^.       s. 

d. 

£.       i.-d. 

«34037    7  loj 

32974*7  14  10} 

48059  13     si 

40431   10  10 

83491     4 

3i 

2534087.  0    If 

27920  15  10 
7747'  13     7 

269181   TO     2| 
48243     5    * 
35695     6    9^ 

7139     I     i| 
2078  19    9 
2303  15  II 

— 

-,-. 

— 

182547'  8     T. 

25318  9  i 
35695  «  9; 

7139     I     1; 
2078  19    9 
2303  15  IX 

7394*9  17    3i 

3662069  13    9I 

48059  13     5^ 

40431   10  10 

88491     4 

3i 

2789170    I    3| 

.   ..     — 

40    2    6 

39*5    0    0 
66J73     0     6. 

it73\4    ^ 

— 

— 

.  ,— 

40    2    6. 

.,i56i7j^<^.6 

5173.  4:i8i 

— 

62324  19    6 
40000    0    0 

1Z7231   9   a 

7769  10  ixj 

— 

-• 

—  ■ 

^'  40000^  O^'O 

127231   9^  i 

'77«^  10  11* 

106    2     I 

1258    9    0 

37    3     6 

•    686    6     3 
1322     I     2 

11136    4  ,6§ 
2005     0     7| 
1500    0     0 
6500     0     0 
445*    8     9 

— 

.^ 

'  — 

997   10     6 

zo66t     6    6 

'  t58«  18    0 

1500    0    0 

6500    0    0 

4452    S    9 

740^3 '  "  lo\ 

4003309     2  4l| 
2178066  13    4 

48059  13  ,5i 

40431  10  10 

88491    4 

3i 

3127505  It    9§ 

740831   IX  io| 

6181375  16     3| 

48059  13    ii 

40431   10  10 

8&491    4 . 

a 

'yz^ssri  6   If 

NOTES. 


^  ^a?i.«8o3    - 

,  .3  J«U  '804    . 


BALANCES. 


Balances  in  the 
Hands  of  the  dif- 
ferent Collecton. 


£.    s.     d. 

566434  19    4f 
2  loj^ 


664179 


Balance  in  the 
-fiands  of  the  Re- 
celVer-geiieraL  ' 


£.      s, 
»4944 
*4394 


151 


^iibindte 

^andioltheRe- 

iiieiV'e^^eiflCA'al. 


£.  i.  d. 
^970*418' -51 
98738  17  " 


Thtamquit^ifthe  Exchequer  bills  issued  far  the  ftiblic  service  bit«reqi  tht  5th.rf  Jwuary  1*03'  1    ^  ,*««««« 
«iddHh5th^Jamia^»8a4,i^iiotJ«d«^  -        /  x:.i7ooooo 

_  Accgutttant^fnieral't  08ifi^  fi  Martli  tSo^t 


a  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  " 


^vii] 


PARL.  kCCOUliTS.^JtLtLiLVJ>.^PMHii  Expatditure. 
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Account  of  the  Public  ExrsNDiTURB  o^  Ireland  for  the  Year  ending  on  the  5th  of 
Januat:y  x8o4« 

\S»  S.  For  tkef«rtiafUri  wuUr  tueh  ktmJ^  see  tbt  avermJ  ac£9tmit  referred  to  by  the  ietten  A^  By  tsf c] 


h 


SlPARATB  EXPINSB  OF  IRELAND. 

.  for  intccrst  on  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland,  including  an- 

nukiWfor  lives  and  terms  of  ycar^ ;  also  lA  per  cent. 

^  for  rlie  neiuctiob  of  the  capittl  created  by  loanC  since 

l7Q7(Spct.  I  and  2.)        —        —        —        — 

For  charge  of  jmanagement  rhcreon     —         —        — 

^here  was  also  applied  towards  the  reduction   of  the 

national  debt,  the  annual  issue  of  —        —         — 


_5^creof  yas  applied^  towards  the  reduction  of  the  na 
.    clonal  dchc  —.        —        —        —.        —        — 


.014411 


Tolal  on  account  of  interest    '- —  '      —        — 
d     P^^f'^  charge  of  management  —  .  ^    —        — 

Q     P'ttP  on  accoqiit  of  th«  reduction  of  the  national  debt 

11^  The  interest  on  Exchequer  bills  (B.)  -         -:-         — 

\  'lift  I*te^  for  purposes  -appointed  by  the  Parliament  of 

d     1*1  fol*M  pnor  to  the  Union  (C.)     —         —        — . 

^I^  '^^  ('■**™  appropriated  funds  for  local  purposes (D.) 

^ix  oi   ^jitfal'scp^irate  Exghsc    —        —     *  — 


joxz«T  Expense  with  Great  Britain. 


'     V.  Civil  List-        ^        — .        —        — 

' Pensions   —        r—         —        —        — 

^j    Othpr  permanent  charges  (E.)       —        —         — 

VI.  Payments  in  anticipation  of  Exchequer  receipts,  viz. 

Bounties  —         —         —V,       — ^         —         — 

Militia,'  army  of' reserve,  deserters  wArranes,   &c. 

-&c.tl''-t"and^.^       ^        —        ^ 

VII.  Ordnance^G.)     —        —        —        —        — 

VIIL  Army*— Ordinaly  service,  viz. 

Regulars,  militia,  and  volunteer  corps 
Barracks  - —        —         — 

Staff  officers  and  officers  of  garrisons  • — 
Half-pay  officers  and  reduced  chaplains  — 
Officm  widows  —  —  —  ._ 
Royal  Hospiul  -  —  —  ,— 
Public  officers,  their  deputjes,  clerks^  and 
incidental  expenses  ^.        -^ 


Ektraoniinary  service  (H.)       -^  .     -r- 


67635    8    4 


2082046  14    5^ 
515814    8     8| 


[566222     5     9 
515824    8     %\ 


£. 


i549«   «7     3} 


£. 


s.    d. 


Jt      '• 


IX.  Miscellaneous  services  (T.^  ^—     — 
Lastly,  Vote  o£ credit  (K.)         —      .'^^ 


'  Tctai  jbfht  Expense  '    *i-.        -— 
^^cOuijii Total  .r-.  ,  ..^ 


146974  7 
105724  4 
19177*  9 


40430  ro 
48059  13 


S\ 


1629280  13 

297564  6 

39542  18 

34545  " 
6C15  8 

42189  19 


3 

6 

I' 
3j 


6866  II  6 


2056005  10 
650000  o 


5{ 


2097538  II     8| 
53122  12  iij 

1601313  18     9^ 
'9539     3     4 


3771514    6  10 


444471      »    ^ 


S8491     4    3I 
223067     4    4I 


^706005  IP  5f 
274197  II  3J[ 
290807  19  II 


4bft704O-  %    6 


7798554    9    4 
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ix]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.-^Irel AND.— i^«K^//2>^^/— />rf. •fExc.  Bills^  tiSc.  [x 

(A.  I.)  Art  Account  of  the  Monies  paid  out  of  the  Receipt  of  the  E&chfcquer,  in  the  Year  end- 
ing the  5th  January  1804,  towards  satisfying  the  Charge  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of 
Ireland;  distinguishing  the  total  Amount  of  the  Sums  applied  for  Interesty  Charge  of 
Management,  and  the  annual  Issue  for  its  Reduction. 


• 

Interest  and  Annuities 
for  Lives  and  Terms 
of  Years,  kc. 

Charge 

of 

Management. 

Interest,  &c.  on  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland      —         —         —        — 

2014411     6     \\ 
i549»  »7     3* 

Annual  issue  for  the  reduction  of  the  nationil  debt    — ^        ^^        — 

2029^03     3    4f 
67635'  %     4 

'     - 

2097538   II     %\ 

(A.  2.)  An  Account  of  the  total  Ainount  of  the  Sums  actually  received  by  the  Commissioners 
for  theREDT^CTiON  cf  the  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  January  1804, 


In  Great  Britain. 

In  Inland. 

£,        '.    d. 

67635    %    4 

2250    0    0 

94491  i6     6 

Appropriation  of  i/.  per  ceot.  per  annum  on  loans  since  1797    — 

■ 

261133     7    4 

Dividends  on  capital  purchased            —             —             — 

2^1133     7    4 
39944  '9    9 

164377  4  10 
50368  16     9{ 

. 

301078     7     I 
2147^6     I     ^\ 

214746     I     i\ 

'              ■ 

515824    8    8$ 

(B.)  An  Account  of  the  Interest  on  Excheqjjer  Bills,  with  ^the  Payments  made  ii^  the 
Year  from  the  5th  January  1803  to  the  5th  January  1804. 

Tl^rc  remained  unclaimed  on  the  5ch  January  1803,  inrercst  on  Exchequer  bills      (^.      s,     <L 
to  the  24th  June  1802         —  —  —  —  —  1349     i     4 

Charge  for  interest — On  29750/.  at  61.  per  cent,  per  ann.  from  24th    £,      5,     d. 
June  i8o2  to  the  25th  December  following        —         —         —  892   10     o 

Ditto — On  3000c/.  at  ditto,  for  one  year,  to  24th  June  1803     —     i8oo     00  *  - 

t)itto — On  392273/.  6 J.  8</.   at  5/.  percent,  per  ann.   from  24th  *  • 

June  1802  to  the  25th  March  1803         —        —         —         i47*o     5     O 

Ditto — On  700000/.  at  ditto,  for  one  year,  to  24th  June  1803'  -    35000     o     o  ' 

52402150 

.  /  •     53751  ifi     4  ^ 

Deduct  interest  which  remained  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1804    —         —      629     3     4I 

£,      s.    i. 

Total  of  payments  for  interest  on  Exchequer  bills,  in  the  year  to  the  5th  January  1 804    -     -     5312212x1! 

(C.)    An  Account  of  Payments  made  for  Purppses  appointed  by  the  Parliament  of 
Irshland  prior  to  the  Union,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  January  1804. 

_      _^ 

FW  Relief  of  fuffering  loyalists                —  — .  '        —  —  —  —  10478  3  i§ 

Compensation  for  losses  by  the  Union  -  —  —  —  —  —  398634  12  8J 

inland  navigations,  grant  of  session  1789  —  —.  —  --.—.  400  of  o 

Ditto    -    -    -    grant  of  session  1798  —  —  — .  — .  — .  trooo  o  o 

Ditto    •    -    -    grant  of  session  1800  —  —  —  —  —  5232311  io{ 

Lottery  prixes    — .            —            —  —  -^  —  —  —  1305  o  o 

.    Principal  of  Exchequer  bilis            —  —  —  —  —  —  XII7023  6  8 

Principalof  loan  debentures              j—  —  '         — t  — .  -^  .^  ^00  b  o 

DisCountoaprompcjMymentof  loan  deposits,  Sec.  —  •—  —  —  9749  4  5 

x6oi3r3  x8    9^ 
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XD.)  'An  Accsmnt  of  PATMivri  from  the  Fundi  approprated  for  local  Purpoies  in  Ijiblaho, 
from  the  5th  January  1803  to  the  5th  January  1804. 


1  ■ 


For  I¥»inaiing  the  liaMt  mA  haapcn  wmfcehwe           —           —.«.««  ^^^  ,1  2I 

Mgan  navlgMioii        —           —            ~            —            —            —  —  j^-   ^^  ^ 

:  improving  tbeciry- of  Dublin      —           —           —           —           —  .».  10481     x  2} 

^^Mldinfinnsofootiit                 ^            —            _            _            _  _  ^^^    ^  ^' 

-  Rtpaiwofihe  ftoyil  Etchmyand  commercial  boiMingt  (Dublin)           — >            1066    4.  i| 

VoluntarycontrtbutionHrepaymentofaiumcontributedaltar  25th  March  1799        lie    o  0 

Mi4iounty      —       ^           —           —           —         .  —           —  _  708  14  5if 

'  ^^  '9539    3    4 

(E.)  An  Account  of  Patmbnts  in  the-Ycar  to  the  5th  January^i8o49  under  the  several  Heads 
of— Civil  List,  Pensions,  and  other  Permanent  Charges* 

*    ^^fcTTearoBthe^vUtist  on  the  5th  January  1803      —  —  —        56719    6    5 

'STCtanige  for  ditto  --« oa  the  5th  January  1804     —  -»-  —      1450PO    o    o 

10x729     6  .  e 
Oiduottlfearon  the  5th  January  1804    —        —  -«  —  5475418    8| 

£,       s.   I 

Total  of  issujt»  to  4he  cIvU  list  in  the  year  to  the  5th  January  1804  -.-.-..  146974  7  %\ 
tensions  -^---•*--.--.-.-«  105724  4  4 
^tber  Permanent  charges^  viz. 

Poblic;  inficmaries     ■-  —  —  —  —  $22  500 

Public -Goal-yards         —  —  —  —  —  6384    9  io§ 

•Army baggage  • —-  —  — .  —  -,  15836  x8     6^ 

Lottery  expcoacj  —  —  —  -«  —  38i(i     7     7| 

-PoWoB  ettaWwhrncnt     —  —  —  —  —  15743   17    4i 

•impctftor-geoeral  of  prisons  —  —      —  —  200    o    o 

-  TvMMportation  of  felon*  —        —  —  —  —  56a     5  io§ 
Fees  on  auditing  Tirasiiry  acopun^s              —             —             —             I954  %z     ^ 
Imprest-office           ---^            —            —            —            —            30*4    o    9 
Secret  tefvice  In  detecting 'treasonable  conspiracies    .   -«            —            6743  19     § 

-  Annuities  and  comprmntinn  allownnccs        —  —  —  8f[790„   i     5^ 
Judges  add ttional  salarieSf  &<;«        —         —            —            j—          339^3  ip  11 
Disembodied  nailitia         —         -•-             —            —            —  1127  xi     4 
Controverted  elections      —         —             —             —            —             2103     46 
Prizag^        —            —            —            —            —            -^            8247    8     5} 

— — .19177*     9     x{ 

.   444471     I     * 

^aasgss=r==  ,     '      n  i  ,  "         ,  ,,,   . -^         \        ..,,         , ',    ,     ,     , 

(F.  x.]l  An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  Bounties. paid  out  of  the  Public  He  venue,  in  the  Year 

endmg  the  5th  January  1804  j  being  Payments  in  the  Nature  and  Afiticipadon  of  Exchequer 

Receipt. 

:      '  ;  :  X^    r"x 

On  Irish  coarse  Knen  and  canvass  exported  —  —  —  -.  —  .»  ...  X3064  X4  41 

Fishing^  vessels  —        —        —        —  —  .^_  —  —  —  5^35,    8  i 

CcMtiy  ice  imported       —      .—        —  — .  —  —  —  ««  ...  481x1 

'    'Com,  Sec. exported         —        —        —  —  —  —  —  —  —    ..   X677X      3  5} 

-   Bark  imported              —        —        —  —  -^  —  —  —  —  3*75     9  3 

Irish  cured^iish  exported            —        —  —  —  —  —  —  «.  '303   19  x 

Irish  fish-oil  exported    —         —        —  —  —  —  —  —  —  "57  ^     'S  4} 

Irish toals  brdught toastways to-Dublin  '—  —  —  1—  .— .  '*—  18  xo  o 

40431    10  10 

,      \\  i  '  I.I.  I  UM 

r    (F.*a*)  Ah  Account  of  ihe  Amount  of  Payments  to  the  Militia,  Army  of  RtSKitTB,  Di- 
•    tlRTBRs  Warrants,  &c.  &c.  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  January  x8o4. 

' ■■ ' — '• nr-m 

t    itilitfa^jaymcots        —  —  —  —  — .  —  —       —        —       —  3?3cB  x     3 

'    Arn^  of  reserve  ditto  —  —  —  —  —  —       •-,—    ^—  c-    Saja  xo    9 

"^    DeseftWi warrants        —  —  —  —  -^  —  -— —        —      ,—  y.50  10    o 

^  5trag|(!h1g  seamen's  ditto  —  —  —  —  —  .—      .—    ,    —   ^—  -37  §6 

Sortification  paymcnte  —  —  —  —  —  —        —        •;-        —  1701  x  ii{ 


48059  13    5J 
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adii]  PARI*.  ACCOVNTS.^InL.'^OrJMance^Fifrces—Muc.  Servka.  (xit 

iG.)  An  Adcount  of  MoUXBs  paid  to  the  Office  of  Ordnancb,  in  the  Year  to  the  5th 
^  January  1804. 

Payments  to  the  onUmnc^  for  the  grant  of  1803        —        —        —        ^.123067    4    4I 

(HO  An  Account  of  Monies  paid  on  Account  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  Ireland,  in  the 

Year  ending  the  5th  January  1804. 
_«  J       -_ 

1;        For  Regiments  of  the  Kne         —         —        —  —  —  m^  92558'  8     3$ 

r.                Militia         —        —        —        —        —  --  —  —  4943  5 »  ^     3  J 

-               Volunteer  corps       —        —        —        —  —  —  — .  172433  6     8 

I'                Recruiting  and  contingencies  for  the  land  fbrces  —  —  —  16959  19  loj 

:;                 Military  hospitals  and  medicaments             —  —  —  —  '7305  '5     9 J' 

^                 Royal  military  .infirmary    —        —        —  —  —  — ,.  2648  16     2 

: 16*9180  13     0} 

Barracks      ^-.^        —        —        — ,        —        —        —  —  —  " —        29,7564    6     9J 

Staff  officers,  and  officers  of  garrisons           —        —        —        —  —  —  ~-  3954^  '8     6 

Half-pay  officers,  and  reduced  chaplains       —        —        ; —        —  —  —  —  34545  ^*     7  J 

Officers  widows        —        —        —        —        —        —        —  —  —  .^  6015  8     8 

Royai  hospital         —         —        —        —      — ,       — -        -^^  —  —  —         .42189  19     3 J 

Master-master-general,  and  other  public  officers,  their  deputies,  clerks,  and  incidental  expenses  -  -    6866  11     6 

t  2056005  10     5 J 

r         JExfraordinaries        —        —        —         —        — -        —         > —        —        —  '—         650000    o     o 


H 


4706005  10    5 J 


(Iv)  An  Account)  shewing  the  Payments  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  January' XS04,  for 
'     Miscellaneous  Services. 

To  Stephen  Moore,  Esq.  accountant-general,  for  hfs  expense  and  troublcin  pre-  £,  s,  d, 
,  paring  the  public  accounts  laid  before  Farliaxnent  session  1803        —        —  340  o  o 
John  Smart,  Esqidfcputy-accountanr-genferal,  for  the  like      —        —        —  240  o  o 
Sir  John  Tjdd,  Bart,  for  his  attendance,  care,  and  expensei  in  the  office  of  pay- 
master of  com  bounties         —            —            —            —            —  S'ob  o  o 

Paul  Le  Kis,  £^.  examinator  of  corn  bbuntres,  for  keeping  the  accounts  of  said 

.office          —            —            —            —            —            —           —  260  o  o 

Robert  Marshall,  Esq.  inspector-general  of  imports  and  exports,  for  his  expense  ^ 

and  trouble  in  preparing  accounts  of  imports  and  export^  for  Parliament^  for 

oneyear  ending  the  5th  January  X 802           -^        —        -«..«-—    ^50  o  o 
Roger  Wetheral,  first  clerk  in  the  Inspector-general  of  Imports  and  Exports 

Office,  for  extra  trouble  in  preparing  accounts  for  Parliament        —         —  200  o  o 
Geotge  Hatton,  examinator  otexcise,  for  extra  trouble  and  expense  in  preparing 

accounts  for  Piurliament     —        —        —        —        —        —        —  200  o  o 

Samuel  Hood,  assistant  examinator  oPexcise,  for  the  like      —        —         — •  150  o  o 
Thomas  Haffield,  ckrk  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  extra 

trduble  in  preparing  accounts  for  Parliament          —        —        —        —  200  o  o           J^,     s*   d» 

— — ^580    o     Q 

The  expense  of  dvil  buildings  in  Ireland,  for  one  year  to  the  5th  January  1803  -  25000  o  o 

For  printing  and  binding  250  copies  of  the  acts  of  the  43d  Geo.  III.    —        —      900  o  o 

For  printing  proclamations,  &&  in  Dublin  Gazette,  and  other  newspapers    ——7026  9  io§ 

For  printing  and  stationary  for  several  public  offices  in  Dublin  Castle  —         —  20410  o  o 

For  incTdeiStal  expensgTof  tisr  TfOJUTy  Rffsrd        —        —        —        —  2000  ©  <>- 

For  apprehending  public  offenders  in  Ireland            —            —            —  2.500  o  o 

For  criminal  protecurioDS  and  other  law  proceedings  —            —            —  2O000  o  o 

Fo^  cxpftisk  of  pt^tiqiie  In  the  pen  of  Dublin            —  ,          —            -^  1047  10  % 

For  working  his 'Maj^ity's  ^Id-mine  in  the  county  of  Wicklow        —        —  1784  6  6 

Fdr  printing  1 5^0  cdpits  of  an  index  to  the  actsof  the  39th  and  40th  of  Geo.  IIL  -     o  &  o 

For  building  law'offidlfl            —            —            —            —            —  4000  o  o 

Tfie  BoSfd  of  First  Fruitt  for  building  new  and  repairing  old  churches    —    —  5000  o  o 

Fdr  pt-otttoting  and  encouraging  the  linen  and  hempen  manufacture    .—        —  21600  o  o 

The  cf-mmiMionefs  iet  making^  widcand  convenient  streets  in  Dublin     —     —  4}00  o  o 

The  C9rporation,  for  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting,  the  streets  of  Dublin    — i-  loooo  o  o 

Tfie  Difebri  Society,  for  promoting  husbandry  and  other  useful  arts    —        —  J500  o  o, 

More,  rowardr  toftipteHtf^  .IddlTlWal  building  at  their  repesitory^  <tc>         —  4500  o  o- 

TbefStiftfi)!  Soekty      ^           ^           ^           ^^           ^       ^  tooo  o  o 

■> *m  53100       O       O 


Carried  fiurward     •        •       ^  140348    6    6| 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.—Ireiand.— r«f#  f  Cndit.^Balmicei. 


\vn 


Brougbc  forward  -  •        .  -    140348     6     6| 

The  Incorporated  Society  for  promoting  English  Proteoant  Schools    -*        —  11061  16  i 

The  Secreury  to  tbr  Conimistionere  ot  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests         —     400    o  o 

The  Penicentiaiy  for  Young  CrimioaU  in  Dublin    -1.        ..        —        ...  ^zoo    o  o 

The  Foundling  Hoipi  I  al  in  DuMiti              ...        ._        ,p^         .i^         .^  X7500    0,0 

The  Hibernian  Marine  S'>cicty   —              —         ~.         i»         ^..         ...  2043  14  9 

Thf  Hibefnian  Military  School       «—-........«•.  4500    O  O 

Westmoiland  Lock  Hofpiml  in  Du  blin      -w-        —         ...-»..  639^     o  o 

The  Fever  Hospital,  Dublin              —        —        —        — -        —        —  5*593 

The  House  of  Industry,  DuWio       —        —         — .         — .         ^-        —  18765     5  1 

The  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  at  Maynooth           —         —         -1-         —  8000     o  o 
The  SocietT  for  discountenancing  Vice,  and  promoting  the  Knowledge  and 

Practice  of  the  Christian  Religion            —         —         —         —        —  icoo     0  Q 

The  Female  Orphan  House,  near  Dublin      —        —        —        —        —  978  ii  o 

The  Lying-in  Hospital,  DuUin      —        —        —        —         —        —  2700    o  o 


Civil  contingencies  (see  account  of  distribution  thereof)         —         —         — .        .^ 


86060  X7  3 

216409  3  9} 

47788  7  * 

274«97,  II  ll 


(K.)  An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  Pjiymcnts  from  the  Vote  of  Credit,  in  the  Year  ending 

the  5th  January  1804. 


Amount  of  payments  from  vote  of  credit  (sec  account  of  di»lribution  thereof)       - 


£,  290807  JO 


An  Account  of  the  Cash  Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Collectors  of  Excise  and  Customs  re- 
spectively $  Jan.  1804;  aitd  the  Amount  thereof  remaining  in  their  Hands  ^4  Jan. — as 
returned  oy  the  Clerk  of  the  Revenue  to  the  Treasury  of  Ireland. 


Cash  5  Jan. 
1804. 


Jt'.i87i70 


Bills  with  Rec.  Gen. 
14  Jan.  1804. 


£.119596    4    3 


Acqu*  from  5  to  14 
Jan.  1804. 


£.36418    8    2 


Cash  remaining 
14  Jan.  1804. 


^£"•50444    5     4 


Overpaid  by  Col- 
lectors 14  Jan.  1804 


£.10288  17     9 


Net  Balance. 


£.40155    7    7 


Acquittances  from  5 


£.110600      j 
to  14  Jan.  1804        —  —  —  —  —      36420     J 


£. 


Caih  balances  in  hands  of  Revenue-collectors  5  Jan.  1804,  per  Accountant-general's  abstracts    —    —     187170 
Billsiohandiof  Receiver-general  14  Jan.  1804  |     Sclm'^^     —        H  *^4io     "I 


147020 


Net  cash  balances  in  hands  of  Revenue-collectors  14  Jan.  1804  —        —         —         —        — , 

N.  B.  Of  the  above  bal.  tlicrc  was,  in  hands  of  the  Coll.  in  Dublin,  5  Jan.  1804  —  £*59io 
And  half  Bank  notes  in  hands  of  Receiver-general        —        — 


e.5910     •) 
6580      V 


40150 
12490 


Remains 

- 

-^         27660 

B  .uwnii*                                       . 

Produce  of  Revenue,  &c.  Week  ending  5  Jan.  1804  : 

—      ^.ca6<o 

revenue        •— 
Stamps  paid  to    — 
Poit^  (Post-office) 

r      Receivers-general      —        —        7—         — 
\     Revenue-collectors  . —        —        —        — 

£.5380 
2160 

I'             7540 
"      1610 

£.62800 

Arrearsof  reve.  uc the 

£.34*0^0 

Produce  ot  revenue  from  2  Jan.  1802  tot  Jan.  r8o3 
frbm  I  Jan.  1803  to  5  Jan.  1804 


£.3848870 
3419630 


Decrease  to  5  Jan.  1804        —       —        £429249 
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PAUL.  ACCOUNTS,^I«BLAHD.~«rw//i«i^/iPf/. 


C« 


An  Abstract  of  the  Ricsir  vt  and  IssuKa  of  the  Treasury  in  Ihblanp,  in  One 


RemalQ» 

on' 

5th  January  1803. 


Liaen             -^  *     •»*  ^-  ^—    i^.2929  13 

Lag«n  navigation     —  —  —       199710 

Improving  Dublin    -*-  —  —        19184 

King's  inns    —        --  — .  —        2690    o 
Royal  Exchange  and  commercial  buildings    379    ^ 

^Voluntary  comribonons  —  —      14016    r 

^Consolidated  fund       •—        —  —  ,—        —       - 


G 

S. 

i 
1 

c 


'Kcvanuc      ——»       —       —,.—.—..—       —       — 
Quit  rents  —»-«        —        —.        —        —        —        — 

QBsttaltic5     -^-^        —        —        —        —        —        —        — 

T^ia^iniMB  J    ^tifl  m^AmMM  ^.^^  ^.^_  ^^^  ..^  .^_ 

C/ISni I99CQ  CwtlCtil,VI9  "^  "^  ^^  ""^  ^^  ■■■  ^^ 

Siattips        — .        —        — .        —        —        —        -^        —        — . 
Compensation  from  bankers  in  lieu  of  stamp  duties         —        —        — 
Posiage        —        —        —        —        -^        —        —        —        «— 

Duty  on  wrought  p'atc       —        — •        —        —        *-» .      —        — 
Public  coal-ytids    —        —        —        —        -^        —        —        — 

Wool  licenses         —        — .      —        —        —        —        — ^        — 

4$.  tax  on  salaiics  and  pensions,  to  the  25th  March  1801  — *        — 

Potindage  fee  in  one  year,  to  the  5th  Jan.  1 804  _        — .        — 

Pel|$  fee    -    -    -    -    -    same  time       —        —        —        —        — 

Fiom  the  coat,  of  the  navy  in  G.  Britain,  on  ace  of  adv.  mado  by  several 

Q^ll.  in  Ireland,  for  seamen's  wages,  61082/.  15*.  io</.  British  — 

From  sundry  persons,  on  further  aocount  of  rice,  Indian  com,  ^c.  sold  for 

account  of  Govetnment  —        — .        —        —        —        — 

From  the  commissioners  of  wide  itrccts,  interest  on  38985/.  19*.  yd'  in 
dfbcnturts  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum  for  one  year  and  a  half,  to  the  a5th 
March  1803,  issued  to  them  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Parliament,  1800 
More  interest  on  60x3/  ^*-  S*'* »"  Exchequer  bills,  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
for  one  year  and  a  quarter,  to  the  25th  March  1803,  issued  to  them 
IWrsuant  to  act  ot  Parliament,  session  1800    —        —        —        — 

From  the  Barrack-i^aster-general,  the  amount  of  the  sale  of  the  building 
and  materials  of  the  barrack  at  Castlereagh»  «o1d  by  auction  by  order  of 
Government,  in  December  1802  —        ..—        —.. —        — 

From  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  late  Parliament  House        —        —        «-        —        — 
Gain  by  exchange  03  sums  received  from  Great  Britain  —        —> 

From  Great  Britain,  being  one  thiid  of  the  profit  on  lotteries  for  the  year 

1803,  1 1 7444/.  8i.  II </.  British  —        —        —        ;—        -^ 

From  Gieat  Britain,  a  loan  of  2000000/.  British,  by  which  a  debt  is  created 
of  300000c/.  British,  making  3466666/.  131.  4</.  Irish,  at  3  per  cent,  per 
annt^n,  from  sundry  dales        —        —        —        —        —        — 

Ondebentures  at  4/.  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  30th  May  1801,  issued 

to  the  Barrow  navigation,  pursuant  to  act  of  Parliamejit,  session  1789 
Or  debentures  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  16th  Dtfcenaber  i$02, 

issued  to  the  Royal  Canal  Company,  to  complete  25000/.  granted  1 798 
OnEachequer  bills,  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annam,  from  the  24th  June  1803, 
and  payable  on  or  before  24th  June  1 804,  issued  by  virtue  of  an  ac4  of  the 
lato  Irish  Parliament,  of  session  1800,  granting  1410000/.  to  be  raised 
fbr  compensation  for  losses  by  the  Union        —        —        —        — 

On  Exchequer  bills,  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  24th  June  1803,  and 
payable  on  or  before  24th  Jun«  1.804,  issued  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  late 
hrish  Parliament,  1800,  granting  500000/.  for  inland  navigations 
On  Ejichtquer  bills,  at  5/.  per  cent,  p^r  ann.  from  24th  June  1803,  and  pay- 
able  24th^  June  1 804,  issued  to  renew  a  like  sum  in  possession  of  the  Bank 
On< Exchequer  bills,  at  5/i  per  cent,  per  ann.  from  24th  July  1803,  and  pay- 
able 24th  July  1804,  issued  to  renew  a  like  sum  in  possession  of  the  Bank 
On  Exche^er  bills,  at  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  i.st  August  i8b3,  and 
payiable  3.1st  July  18^94,  pursuant  tX>43dGeo.  111.  cap.  114  — 


a' 


I' 


lA^n  nitigation  —        —       — 

ImiH-ovifig  Dublin         --»       .—        .^ 
King.'s  inns         —        »—        —        — 
Royal  Exchange  and  commercial  buildings 
Fish  bourtty        —         ^—        —        — 
PKS^yterJan  ministers    ««       —       •» 


Gtand  total 
i 


23940  16    c 
T 0045 27    >    Si 


102^4^7  18    si 


i53ii45  8  , 

91  13  ni 

a303  15  II 

150  o  o 

iSaaay  9  li 

3*9  19  o 

253*^  9  8§ 

1078  19  9 

39*5  o  *o 

140  o  o 

40  2  6 

6#i73  o  ^ 
$m    4  8J 


2923  19  o 


37^  9  2 


29 


ii 


40000  o  o 
6^324  19  6 

127231  9  8 


2166666  13  4 

400  o  o 

1 1000  o  o 

300000  o  o 

205000  O  O 

600000  o  o 

xooooo  o  o 

i;oopoo  o  o 


6979874  -2  icj 


997  10  o 

106^1  6  6 

1500  o  o 

15^  18  o 

6500  o  o 

44.<2  8  9 


256ga     3     3 


8034.040    A. 
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i< 


Year,  from  5th  January  1803  to  the  5th  January  1804 :  together  with  the  Remains. 

"Civil  lift         —       —       —       —       —  . 
PeBMon«        —       —   ,   -<:-       —    — 

Public  infirmaries  —        —        — 

Public  ccal-yards  —        — ^^ .    — 

Army  baggage  —        —        — 

Lottery  expenses  —        —        — 

Police  establishment      —        -*-        *-* 
fnspector-general  of  prisons  — 

Transpoi  catton  of  frions  **—        ** 

Fees  on  auditing  Treasury  accounts. 
Imprest  omce  —        —        — 

Secret  sefvice  in  detecting  trea^nHbte  conspirad^ 

Annuities  find  compensation  aUoWakMes  — ^ 

Judges  additional  salaries,  &c. "  — .  -" 

Disembodied  militia       —        —        —  — - 

Controverie^l  elections  —        —  — 

^Prizage  -;-        -^        —        ***** 

Army,' including  garrisons  and  their  incidents 

General  officers  and  medical  staff        -^  — 

Muster-mastei -general,  &c.  —  — 

Recruiting  and  contingencies  —  — 

Half- pay  officers  and  reduced  chaplains  — 

Officers  widows  —        —        — -  -^ 

Ordnance  —        —        —        —  — 

Barrack  department       —        —        —  — 

Royal  hospital  —        —        —  ^ 

Military  hospitals  and  royal  military  infirmaiy 

Militia  — "       -.        —        —  — . 

Volunteer  corps  —        — .        —  — 

Army  extiaordinaries  —        —  — 

^  Vote  of  credit  —        —        —  — 

Tublic  ofBoeSft  for  several  scrvioes  — 

Public  hospitals  and  itchools  —  — 

Miscellaneous  services  — .        —  — 

-Public  boards  —        —        —  — 

_Civil  cohtingescies  —        —  — 

Discount  dti  prr>mpt  payment  df  Idan  deposits,  &c. 

Relief  of  )oyaH$ts       —        —        —        —  — 

Compensation  for  losses  by  the  Union         —  — 

Inland  navigations,  grant  of  session  1789  — 

Ditto    -    -    -    -  grant  of  session  1798  — 

Ditto    -    -    -    -  grant  of  session  1 800  — 

Lottery  prizes  —        —        — .        — .  — 

Principal  of  Exchequer  bills  —        —  — 

Principal  of  loan  debentures  —        —  — 

Interest,  annuities,  and  management  of  funded  debt 

Siliking  fiind  and  management  —        —  — 

Interest  on  Exchequer  bills  —       .^  — 

CLnun  .^        *-        ,—        —        —  «_ 

*§        Lagan  davigition  —        —       —  — 

^SjQ' I  Improving  Dublin  —        -^        ^^  .^ 

g-g^  King'sinas  —        —        -:,        —  -. 

sJ**  j  Royal  Exchange  and  commercial  buildings  — 

^      I  Voluntary  contributions  —        —  — 

LFish  bounty  .—     —        ..        —  •« 


^c5 


Remains 


5th  January  1804. 


—    4^.1361  o 

_       ,                  -  997  >o 

2  ^      Improving  Dublin  2096  10 

g.  g  -^  King's  inns              -i-  1500  o 

Voluntary  contributions    13901  x 

Fish  bounty            —  5791  ^ 

Presbyterian  ministers  4452  8 

^  Consolidated  fund           ^«  ^i,  .^ 


b» 


TLintn  — 

u       I  Lagan  navigation 


< 


f^ 

£.     1.  ^. 

.£. 

«. 

d. 

146974 

7 

8| 

-  .  -  - 

1057*4 

4 

4i 

3225  0  0 

6384  S   >oi 

15836  18  64 

38*5  7  71 

15743  17  4i 

200  0  0 
5^1  5  loi 

1954  ^i  9i 

3024  0  9 

i        ; 

6743  19  8 

88790  I  si 

339U  10  II 

1227  II  4 

2103  4  6 

8247  8  si 

19177* 

9 

i| 

933280  7  94 

31843  19  0 

6866  II  6 

16959  19  io| 

34545  12  7f 

6015  8  8 

inoSy    4  4j 
2975^4  6  9f 

42189  19  3| 

19954  ii  n| 

494351  «  3* 

173^33  ^  8 

650000  0  0 

290807  10  II 

3219880 

25  80    0 

5 

s* 

86060  I 7  3 

84668  6  6i 

53100  0  0 

47788  7  6 

274x97 

1 J 

3i 

9749  4  5 

10478  3  li 

398634  12  8i 

400  0  0 

ilooo  0  0 

52323  II  10| 

1305  0  0 

11 17023  6  8 

400  0  0 

1671724  17  H 

425813  14  o| 

«;3t22  12  11^ 

3751975 

J_ 

« 

1568  13  a§ 

7690524 

t 

84 

1997  10  0 

10483  I  ai 

2690*  0  0 

1966  4  i§ 

125  0  0 

708  14  9i 

195.^9 

3 

4 

1  1 

77x0063 

5 

0* 

0 

Q 

0  > 

30099  15  It 

9  J 

193877  3  7§ 

32397^ 

iL 

Jl 

£. 

8034040 

4 

7 
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An  Aecount  of  the  roBLtc  roRDBo  DtiT  of  Ireland,  m  the  •ame  stood  M  the  |th  of  January 
the  dilFerent  Fund*  tn  which  it  i>  inreMed— the  Amount  of  the  Capital  Stodc  of  each  Fun<^ 
Dublin  respectively — the  Charge  of  Management— and  the  Annual  Chaige  for  the  Reduction 


Payable  in  DUBUK : 

Pqr*l>ki> 

A 

By  what  Acts  crested. 

Sums 
niaed. 

S/.  lof. 
percent, 
per  Ann. 

Ccocfcr 
Aao. 

3/.  percent. 

Contol.Ann. 

(BritlthCur. 

lency). 

3/.  per  Cent. 

Red.  Ann. 

(British  Cur. 

rtocy> 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

9\Cto.m.     —      — 

265000 

•» 

—. 

^^ 

— 

— 

«. 

I  c  Geo.  m.        —        — 

175000 

«. 

•— 

— 

— 

— • 

— » 

i7G«vIIL        —        - 

300000 

-^ 

— • 

-i* 

«-.- 

—. 

» 

±S  Oeo.ill.        —        — 

— 

— 

«• 

«■- 

— 

— 

•^ 

a7  Geo.  UL       —       — 

200000 

lOOOOO 

— 

— 

— 

•« 

*-■ 

ftg  Geo.  lit        —        — 

918240 

918*40 

*» 

-» 

m^ 

'm 

*.« 

17,  29,  and  3 1  Geo.  III.  — 

174600 

174600 

— 

«-• 

— 

.— 

33  Geo.  in.        —        — 

200000 

•w 

— 

100000 

»tf 

w« 

w 

Voieof  Credir,  1 1  Tunc  x  79 3 

150000 

•* 

^- 

icooeo 

487983 

«M 

.*• 

•.i* 

34  Geo.  III.        —        - 

1029650 

-» 

•-» 

500000 

— 

— 

35  Geo.  III.        —        - 

I 59 I 666 

.^ 

-> 

400000 

1X00000 

•« 

.*• 

36.Oeo.ni.        —        — 

64000c 

•^ 

— 

640000 

— 

— 

— 

Vote  of  Credit,  18  Oct.  1796 

32|000 

2018700 

— 

— 

— 

looeeo 

— 

— 

37  Geo.  III.        -.        — 

— 

•— 

635000 

— 

1S75000 

750000 

38  Geo.  111.        «        — 

34*4476 

— 

— 

1054950 

^^ 

3600000 

lOOOOOO 

39  Geo.  111.        -^        — 

5261000 

^— 

-^ 

201x000 

mm 

3750000 

1500000 

40  Geo.  III.        —        — 

4666666 

-> 

— 

2500000 

«>• 

atooqeo 

940000 

41  Geo.  III.        —        — 

27503 «9 

«-> 

— 

4it9«J 

•^ 

3f25*)o 

1268756 

42  Geo.  in.        —        — 

3791666 

1770232 

— 

— • 

1300400 

IIOOOOO 

43  Gfco.  in.       —       — 

2x66666 

i6o0doo 

1600000 

Bank  of  Ire  laud. 

12  aiul  37  Geo,  III.         — 

60000c 

— 

-^ 

600000 

— 

— 

.^ 

37  Geo.  in.        —        — 

r 

500000 

~ 

"^ 

500000 

■" 

*"* 

3x148652 

2888472 

174600 

toi299>9 

I9OOOO6 

Irish 

16850000 
Irish 

,  'l^*"' 

Currency: 
•05833$ 

Currency: 

Curreaicy: 
8946979 

N.B. 


For  want 

-    are 


of  room,' tic  shiWtngnf  pence,  mnijarthkgs^ 
left  out  all  through  thh  decount* 


Total  Prindpsl  Pc^tf  en  the  5th 
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1804;  distinguishing  the  Years  in  which  each  Part  thereof  was  created;  distinguishing  also 
the  AnnuAl  Interest  and  Annuities^  and  the  several  Portions  thereof  payable  in  London  and 
of  the  said  Debt. 


Annual  Charge  for  Redemption 

XONDON: 

of  National  Debt. 

Aonuities 

Charge 

of 
Maoafe* 

meot. 

JL 

Total 

3/.  perOeat^ 
ConaoL  Ann. 
tocommeocc 
from  5  Jan. 
180S 

4/.pfrCent. 
Coniol.  Ado. 
(British  Cur.). 

Anoual 
Interest. 

00  Lives 
or  terms 
ofYcor^ 

Pursuant  to  Act 
37  Geo.  HI. 

for  Redemption 
of  Debt  then 

Bt  Acts  pio- 
viding  i/.  per 
Cent,  for  Re- 
demp.  of  Debu 
created  since 

of 
Annual 
Expense.   ■ 

(British  Cur.). 

existing. 

1797. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

15900 

£. 
1 

£. 

£. 

£. 

^        — 

—        — 

z 

10500 
11500 

I'l' 

2250 

(LifeAnnuities) 
(Expired  Ann.) 

49615 

1250 

z   z 

•MM                      0^ 

}  39»3« 

— 

— 

—        — 

—        — 

39  "3« 

—      — 

—                      

6984 

— 

«— 

.—        «. 

—        — 

6984 

•"          ^" 

z   z 

}  17500 

— 

— 

—        — 

—        — 

17500 

•«•        .— 

«.        ... 

51481 

10296 

34* 

— _        — . 

62125 

—      — 

^      . — 

795«3 

1805S 

*53 

—        — . 

—        — 

98295 

w                   •» 

z   z 

}  48^0 

13437 

321 

—        — 

—        — 

71008 

—      ^ 

300000 

130062 

5i8t 

1340 

67635 

387  »4 

243034 

—        •« 

-»        — 

13*747 

5326 

1862 

64466 
76J75 

504402 

—        — 

...        — 

171175 

2421 

...        ... 

35047« 
18753s 

—        .• 

».        .^ 

227050 

.— 

1469 

».        — 

59016 

*.        1. 

—.        — 

144896 

— 

1093 

—        .» 

47S9« 

194588 

139*50 

—        .— 

143108 

— 

1109 

«»                    m^ 

46294 

190711 

104000 

6951 

1638 

3534<5 

'4793* 

30000 

300c* 

•^          •— 

^"*            •— 

15000 

X8115 

•2326 

—                    — 

5000 

48125 
2326 

139150 

Irish 
Currency : 

Irfso 
Ctincocy: 

1551077 

136376 

16398 

69885 

3733i« 

2147050 

150854 

315000 

/ 

150854 

8^46979 

18154166 

»058333 

♦  Managi 

ement  00  so  much  of  the  debt  psyaUe  in  Du 

Uin 

10220919 

174600 

i88i47i 

ashasbeeo 

Rmverted  into  stock,  transferable  Jt  the  Bsnl 

LoT 

IreUoa.    T 

1    "" 

ht  xcmatoder  it  n«t  chargeabk  with  maa 

V- 

JaBUBf7i8o4  — 

^•430»93»5 
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An  Account  of  the  Unfunded  Dbbt  of  Iril  and,  and  Demands  outstanding,  on  the  5th 
January  1804;  under  the  Heodiof  Loan  Debentures,  Bicchequei'  BUli,  L^tery  Prizes, 
mad  Loan  from  Great  Britain  for  paying  the  Prizes  of  the  Irish  Lotteries  of  1801  :  dis- 
tinguishing under  each  Head  respectively,  the  Particukrs  of  which  such  Debt  or  Demand 
consisted,  and  also  what  Part  of  the  said  Debt  or  Denumd  was  then  provided  for»  and  ia 
what  Manner,  and  what  Part  thereof  was  unprovided  fon 


Loom  DebaUures: 

Kesidue  of  the  debentures  bearing  4/.  per 
ceht.  interest  to  the  year  1788,  pro* 
^ided  for  bv  27  and  28  Geo.  III.  but 
not  claimed  by  the  proprietors ;  viz. 

Old  loan 

lUoan  by  lottery  1781 

£.      s. 

8    6 

50    0 
100     6 
300     0 
400     0 
150     0 
100     0 
150     0 
12750     0 

d. 

8 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£.      X.  d, 

275    0   0 

1250   0    0 

fSo    0    0 

£. 

(*)  a«7S 

1744008 

28676 

S99000 

X.     J. 

0  « 

Otttttandii^  Exchequer  bills,  provided  for 
by  several  acts  of  Parliament,  but  not 
cuumed  by  the  proprietors ;  viz. 

Payable  24  June  -  1783     - 
24  June  •  1790     • 
«4june  -  1 791     . 

24  June  -  1795     - 

25  Decern' 1798     - 

24  Tunc  .  lioi     -• 

25  March   1802     - 

24  June  -  1802     - 

25  March  1803     - 

014008    6    8 
1730000    0    0 

Exchequer  Bills  not  in  Course  of  Payment  till 
after  ^th  January  1804. 

38  Geo.  III.  payable  25  March  1806  (»») 
40  Geo.  III.  payable  24  June     1 804  C= ) 
40  Geo.  III.  payable  24  fuly     1804  0) 
40  Gto.  TIL  payable  24  June     1804     • 
40  Geo.  III.  payable  24  June     1804    - 
43  Geo.  III.  payable  3 1  July     1804     - 

30000     0 
600000     0 
I 00000     0 
300000     0 
200000     0 
500000     0 

0 
o 
0 
0 
0 
0 

, 

ottcries,  from  t 
les of  the  Irish! 

6    8 

0  ty 
0    0 

Lottery  Prizi 

Outstanding  lottery  prizes  of  the  several  1 

the  year  1801    '        - 
Loan  from  Great  Briuio,  for  paying  the  pri 

be  year  178210 

-        {•) 

otteries  of  180  r 

Totaf    • 

20739S9 

6    8 

(•)  Provision  has  been  made  for  those  sums  by  several  acts  of  Parliament. 
(^)  To  be  provided  for  by  the  Grand  Canal  Company,  to  whom  they  were  Issued. 
(*)  Have  been  for  some  years  past  replaced  from  year  to  year  by  other  Exchequer  bilb 
to  a  similar  amount. 
The  remaining  sums  to  be  provided  for. 
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>o 
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>o 

i 

»»W 

^3;?.!  lilt 

suox 

»*»  ^  I-                                '  '        w^ 

l^%\  1  1  M    g; 

"♦>  •O  m                                      ro 

•sdiHS 

$"-l II 1 1 

to 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.«-IitBLAND.— i»«^/ir^rrMMi/i. 


txnH 


An  Account,  shewing  how  the  MoKf  it  granted  for  the  Senrke  of  the  Year  itojifor  Irelanb, 
have  been  disposed  of»  stated  in  Irish  Curreney* 


SERVICE. 

Sumsgranied.    1     Sams  pud. 

Remains 

^ 

Ftrcti : 

£. 

u  d. 

£.     u 

i. 

£.       t. 

T 

Army,  wirti  garrifons  and  dwir  inadeoti  —        —        — 

1000003 

3    8 

933180    7 

^ 

6671*  15 

■3 

Rccruitingand  contingencies  for  the  land  forces   **—        — 

101119 

t; 

16959  f9  fo| 

84159  16 

General  and  staff  officer!,  and  officers  of  the  hospitals       — - 

3«8ss 

33843  19 

0 

If     9 

9 

Muster-mastcr-gcn.  and  other  officers  of  public  departments 

7359 

10 10 

6866  II 

6 

491  19^4 

Half-pay  officers  and  reduced  chaplains —>        —            — 

66S4S 

11 9 

34545  i\ 

2^ 

31701  19 

'f 

Widows  of  officers            —            ^            —            — 

^500 

0  0 

6015    8 

8 

484  " 

4 

Volunteer  corps,  cavalry  and  infantry  —        —            — 

t 72433 

6    8 

«72433    ^ 

8 

Barrack  department           —            —            «.            — 

197570 

16  10 

197564    6 

H 

6  10 

ol 

Hospital  contingencies  and  royal  military  infirmary          — 

lUOOO 

0    0 

19954  II 

II: 

45    8 

of 

Royal  hospital,  Kilmainhaui             —            —            — 

49«04 

.tn 

41189  19 

3 

6914    1 

1 

Embodied  mUitia  and  contingencies  —            —            — 

5»$579 

49435'    « 

3 

35118    6 

1 

Extraordinarics  for  the  army             .«—.—. 

650000 

0    0 

650000    0 

0 

Vote  of  credit   —            —            —            — .            — . 

541666 

<3    4 

190807  fO 

II 

15085^    1 

% 

Office  of  orduancc             —             .^            ...             ^ 

123067 

4    4i 

113067    4 

4l 

I'ublie  OjJ\.etrsfw  uvtral  Seniees  .• 

Accountant-general           —            —            —            — 

340 

0    0 

340    0 

0 

Deputy-accountant-general               .^            -^             .« 

i^ 

0    0 

240    0 

0 

Fay  master  of  com  bounties               .«.            .^^             -« 

800 

0    0 

800    0 

0 

^xaminator  of  corn  bounties        -.        .^         —        -» 

100 

0    r> 

100    0 

0 

Inspector  general  of  imports  and  exports           —            — 

150 

0    0 

150    0 

0 

Frst  clerk  to  ditto    —            -,-                ^                — 

aoo 

0    0 

100    • 

0 

Exiiminator  of  excite           —                -^                -*- 

aoo 

0    0 

100     0 

0 

Assistant  cxaminator  of  esctse      —            —                — 

15* 

0    0 

150    0 

0 

Cleik  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer          — 

•200 

0    0 

.  100    0 

0 

Misceiiaruoui  Set  vires  : 

t 

CWil  buildings      —                -^                —                 — 

15000 

0    0 

25000    0 

0 

Printing  and  binding  »50  acts  of  4td  Geo.  III.      ^        — 
printing  proclaniati6ns,  Btc,  in  Dublin  Gatenc,  tec.        — 

900 

0    0 

900    0 

0 

7'526 

9  10} 

7016    9 

loi 

Printing  and  stationary  for  public  offices  in  Dublin  Castle 

20410 

0    0 

10410    0 

0 

Treasury  incidents    —            —                —                — 

1000 

0    0 

icoo    0 

0 

Apprehending  public  offenders     .r-            -*                — 

1500 

0    0 

1500    6 

0 

Criminal  prosecutions  and  other  lav  proceedinp              — 
Expaise  of  pratic^ue  in  the  port  of  Dublin         —             — 

looeo 

0    0 

10000    0 

0 

1042 
I7«4 

10    1 

1047  io 

1 

Working  his  Majetty's  gold  mine  in  the  county  of  Wicklow 

6    6 

1784    6 

6 

Printing  1 500  Index  to  acts  39th  and  40th  Geo.  III.       — 

3'i 

10.    0 

-_ 

3t*  10 

9 

Building  l«v  offices          —            —            —            — 

4000 

0    0 

4000    0 

b 

Civil  contingencies            —            —            —            — 

54166 

»3    4 

47788     7 

6 

6378     5 

10 

Ptdflie  Jloarth: 

'Board  of  First  Fruits  for  bu'lding  and  rqwiring  churches  — 

5000 

0    0 

5000    • 

6 

Linen  and  hempen  manufacture         —             —             — 

1x600 

0    0 

11600    0 

0 

Commissioners  for  mnking  convenient  streets  in  Dublin  »> 

4500 

0    0 

4500    0 

0 

The  Corporation  for  paving,  &c.  the  streets  of  Dublin      — 

lOOOO 

0    0 

lOOOO     0 

0 

The  Dublin  Society  for  promoting  husbmdry  and  other  arts 

5300 

0    0 

5500    0 

0 

More  towards  completing  additional  buildings  at  their  Re- 

pository and  Rotank  Garden        —            —            — 

4?oo 

0    0 

4500  0 

O/ 

Farming  Society               —             «^            -«            — 

1000 

0    0 

1000    0 

0 

public  Ilospi'talt  411 J  Se/i'o/s  : 

Incorporated  Society  for  promoting  English  Protestant  Schools 

2I06'2 

16    2 

11062  16 

1 

Secre.  to  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 

400 

0    0 

400    0 

0 

Pfenitenliary  for  young  Criminals  in  Dublin        —          — 

2200 

0    0 

2200    0 

0 

FoocKllrng  Hospital  in  Dublin          —            —            — 

17500 

0    0 

17500    0 

0 

Hilvrnian  Murine  Society                 —.            — .            — 

•     2043 

14    9 

1043  14 

9 

Hrocrmaii  Military  School                —             —             — 

4500 

0    0 

4500    0 

0 

Westmorland  Lock  Hospital,  Dsblrn                 —             — 

6395 

0    0 

6395    ^ 

0 

Fever  Hospital,  DuSlin         —          —             —             — 

5'S 

9     3 

5'5     9 

3 

House  of  Industry,  DuUin    —         —            —             — 

18765 

5     » 

1876?     5 

I 

Roman  Catholic  Seminary  at  MnynootK          —             — «- 

800c 

0    0 

8000    0 

0 

Society  for  dis,countenanciiig  Vice         —         —             — 

loco 

0     0 

1000    6 

0 

Female  Orphan  Hotisc  near  Dublin       —          —             — 

978 

12     0 

978  11 

6 

Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin  —        —            —            — 

2700 

0    0 

1700    0 

0 

397739^ 

12      0 

3494077  1^7 

oi 

^83318  14 

^ 

Eic'ic^ucr  bilb    —        —        —        —        -^        — 

386250 

0     0 

373500    0 

0 

12750    0 

0 

£ 

4363646 

12      0 

3867577  17 

3 

^96068  14 

H* 
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PARH  accounts,— Gjlkat  But Atv.^^Pemanent  Ti 


An  Abttiact,  shewinf  the  Amount  of  Sums  raised,  and  the  Increase  thereb 
ruKDED  Dpbt  of  laiLAND*  since  the  Union  to  the  5th  of  Ttfnuary  1804 
Charges  thereon;  and  the  Produce  of  the  Taxis  imposed,  for  the  Year  e 
1804:  with  an  BsTiMATSof  any  furtherlVoduceof  the  said  Taxes  that  i| 
annually. 


Amouat  of  Sums  nised 

from  ist  January  iSoi, 

to  5th  Jan.  1804. 


Capital  created  from 
1st  Jan.  i8oi|to 
51b  Jan.  1804: 


Amount  of  Charges  from 
ist  Jan.  1801,  to 
5th  Jan.  1804. 


Produc 
fbrdel 

Ycai 


if.870«^5l 


^^.12879968 


J^-533*3^ 


Note. — The  u>e»  imposed  in  session  1803  jook  place  from  14th  Juiy  1803 ;  and  if 
the  produce  for  12  months  be  estimated  at  double  the  produce  from  14th  July  to  ctb 
Jan.  an  additional  sum  is  to  be  estimated  for  the  annual  produce  of  taxes  of  i8o3»  of  - 

Total  annual  produce        '*-        *- 
Anooiint  of  charges  —        — 

Annual  surplus  of  taxes    —        -— 

Note.— The  produce  stated  is  exclusive  of  produce  of  stock  on  hand. — ^The  public  accounts 
moneyy  the  above  account  is  suted  in  Irish  money  likewise. — John  Smith. 


An  Account  of  Irish  manufactured  Linens  exported,  from  the  Union 
1804;  distinguishing  each  Year. — Dated  Inspector  General's  Oflke,  13th 


Tears  ended  5lh 

1802. 

1803. 

r     Cambrick    —    —    Yards. 

Linen     i      Plain    —    —    —     Yards 

t     Coloured      —    —     Yards 

167a 

37767077 

14*853 

Ill 

35491 »3 

«o87 

Account  of  the  Product  of  the  Permanent  Taxes  in  Great  Britain,  in  1 
the  5th  Jan.  1803,  and  5th  Jan.  1804,  respectively. — Dated  27th  A] 


ToTAtS. 

Total  of  nntomSy  excise,  stamps,  and  incidents,  prior  to  the  year  1793 
Add  proportionate  part  of  sugar,  uow  annually  granted       —  — - 

Additional  duty  on  malt    —      -.    ditto    —        —        -«        — 
Duty  on  tobacco    >—        ......    ditto    .--1        —        — -        «— 

Totalof  duties,  pro  anno  1793  ...•        —        •»-. 

Ditto     —       —     —     1794  —        —        ,^        —        — 

Add  proportionate  part  of  sugar,  now  annually  granted  —     '—        -* 
Totalof  duties,  pro  anno  1795  —..—.        —        *-. 

Ditto     -—       -.    — .     i^^6  *.        ».         ^.        ..        •. 

Ditto    —       —      —     >797  .^        .^        ««        .1-.        -» 

Add  proportionate  part  of  sugar,  now  annually  granted  —        — > 

Total  otdutieS|  pro  anno  1798  .i^        ..        ...        .. 

Ditto        —        —         1799  —        —        — .        — 

Ditto        —        —         1800  ....        — 

Ditto        —        —        1801  —        —        —        — 

Ditto        —        —         1801  —        —        —        — 

Ditto        —        —         1803  —        ...-.— 


Amount  of  custom  duties  outstanding  — >        — 

Ditto    -.    exQM    «>    ditto  ...... 


Mero.f->The  computation  of  the  excise  duties  in  Scotland  00c 
having  been  received, their  amount  is  included  in  the  consolidated 
excise,  except  the  articles  of  wines,  British  and  foreign  spirits* 
and  salt,  wiiich  are  apportioned  ia  the  tarns  proportions  as  ia 
^ iSoi, 


In  the  Y« 

5th  January  1803.  | 

£. 

f. 

d. 

12084333 

16 

5 

ao558o3 

10 

H 

842830 

6 

2* 

44S9»» 

0 

0 

31041a 

9 

* 

796688 

18 

4 

444498 

I 

»* 

«473577 

2 

«'* 

1376891 

9 

7< 

2761616 

:i 

8j 

416716 

a 

683757 

10 

6* 

133689 

12 

3* 

697451 

18 

oi 

1730753 

'9 

lO 

1957340 

12 

loj 

—" 

"~ 

28209286 

2 

si 

997903 

X 

0 

3057486 

»5 

6 

405538? 
18209286 

16 

2 

6 
5i 

32264675 

18 

"^ 
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•aoxii]         PAAL.  ACCOUNTS,-^  is  at  ^tiXTkiiK.'^Pr^duet  rf  IkaUsj  ^e.        \Ji 


An  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  sevenl  Duties  imposed  by  the  Acts  43  Oeo.  III. 
cap.  709  819  and  \%%  \  from  their  Commencement  to  the  5th  of  April  1S04;  distinguishing 
each  Qi^arter. 


IN  THE  QUARTERS  ENDED 

B7  Acu 

>. 

TOTAU 

lothOct.  1803 

5tb  Jan.  1804. 

5ih  April  1804. 

430^0.3. 

£.      u  d. 

£.      s.  J. 

£.      s.  d. 

£.       s.  d. 

Cap.     70 

Datjon  goods  and  shipping 

198640  18     9| 

377738  II     2 

258976     2  III 

835355  i»  " 

■ mtk      .    -    - 

394    0    0 

232000    0    0 

4990*;  I     0    0 

731445    0    0 

•  •  -  -  wine      -    -    - 

57886     0    0 

82213    0    0 

115625    0   .0 

255524    0    0 

Cap.     8x^ 

.  -  -  -  5Wfeu    -    •    - 

i3>    0    0 

100    0    0 

1009    0    0 

1 241    0    0 

•  •  •  -  British  spirits    • 

38335     0    c 

66415    0    0 

207135     0     6 

31 1885    0    0 

-  -  -  -  foreign  diuo     - 

120505    0    0 

157960    0    0 

171730     0     0 

450195    0    0 

....tea     -    -    •    - 

215813     0    0 

309622    0    0 

266161     0     0 

791596    0    0 

Ctp.  1^1 

,  -  -  -  property      -    - 

-    ,-    -    - 

16917  13    0 

346960     0     0 

363^77  13    0 

631705  18    9I 

1142966    4    2 

1866647     2   III 

'3741319    5  " 

Tl                 ■          ,                     ■'     '       ■  = 

An  Estimate  of  the  Duty  on  Property,  due  and  outstanding  on  the  jth  April  1804:  so  ^ 
as  the  same  can  be  made  up. — ^Dated  Office  of  Taxes,  24th  Julj  1804* 


An  estimate  pf  the  produce  of  the  property  tax,  from  returns  received  at  this  oflRce     -       1- 

Ditto,  from  28  distiicts  in  England,  and  the  whole  duty  frpm  Scotland,  not  returned  to  this 

office ;  estimated  proportionally  to  the  produce  of  the  income  ux  in  the  same  districts      - 


Deduct,  probable  charges  at  6{«/.  in  the  pound 
Paid  into  the  Exchequer  up  to  the  5th  of  April  1804 


Pue  and  outstar^ding        - 


£. 
4123745 

836565 
■  II  •  • 
4960310 

'3434a 

4825968 
338877 

^^.4487091 


An  Account  of  the  Silver  Bullion  imported  into  His  Majesty's  Mint,  and  the  Amount  of 
Silver  Monies  coined  <  from  ; 8th  March  ^797  to  the  31st  December  1803:  specafying  tfee 
Dates  whcn.the  BuUion  was  received.— Dated  Mint  Office,  ajth  June  1804- 


Silver  Bullion  imported. 

Silver  Monies  coined. 

Date. 

Standard  Weight. 

Value. 

Small  Silver  Monies;  consisting  of  Penny,  Two- 

1798. 

lbs.  oz.dw.gr. 

penny,  Threepenny,  and  Fourpenny  Pieces  pro- 

April 4. 

881  10    0    0 

vided  for  His  Majesty's  Maundy. 

13. 

-      1092     I     9  21 

24. 

-        434  'o    5  17 

May  1. 

r-      2411     4  M,  14 

8. 

-  »     370    2  II  22 

July  6. 

-      4705     2     3  11 

£. 

1.  d. 

9895     7     2  23 

30676 

7  10 

Tofal  amount  coined        «•       ?*       jf.278    8    0 

No  other  silver  monies  coined  at  the  Mint  have  been  delivered  within  the  period  of  this  Account. — ^Thc 
coinage  of  'he  silver  buDipn  imported  in  1 798  was  suspended  on  the  9th  May  of  that  year,  by  a  verbal  oidef 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council ,  appointed  to  take  iptqf  considpra^on  th^  state  of  the  ool|i  s 
Rftd  subsequently  by  an  act  of  Parliamcfit  (j8  Geo.  1^1 .  ch.  J9),  * 
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An  Account  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  BoARi>Qf  AofticvLTVKByfortwo  YeasB* 

from  March  x8o4  to  March  1804. 


CHARGE. 
To  cash  received,  per  the  King^s  -warrant,  in  consequence  of  votes  from  the  House  of  Cohmionsj 
for  180Z  and  1803         •-..------.--.- 

DISCHARGE.  £.   s.    d. 

By  printing  --.-.---.        180a    -    -     f  26  18     6 

D°  -        -        --        -        --        1803    -    -    <  845  12     7 


Maps,  engravings,  &c.         -        -        -        -  1802  - 

D°           «--•--.-  1H03  - 

Salaries  to  the  officers,  4  quarters,  at  the  rate  of 

/To  the  secretary    -       -  ;^-4po  per  ann. 

Under-Secretary  -  200      D** 

Chief  clerk          -  190      D" 

Second  D*»           -  80      D** 


r  26  18 
<  845  " 


f  3z  1 


3  2 

8     7 


iy»,  3  quarters  to  a  third  !>•,  at     -       -       -       j^.50      iy» 


870    o    o 
37  lo    o 


D**,  4  quarters  to  2  secretaries  and  2  clerks        -        1803    - 


Stationery  - 

Books  and  binding 
DO  -        - 

Repairs  and  furniture 
DO  ^        « 

Fees 
D»         -       - 

'  Surveys      -      "  - 
jy         -       _ 

Experimental  ground 
D«         -       - 


1802  -    - 

1803  -    - 


180a    - 
1803 


1802  •- 
1803 


1802    -    - 
1803 


{DO 
87. 

{i 

--{_L 

-     f  85 


907    10     o 

000 


10    7 
4    8 


o    8 
17    9 


6     2 
8     8 


1802  - 

1803  - 


-    -     f  84  16 
^    84  x6 


^■400    o    o 


1802  —    -      ?230     o     o 

1803  -     -      <   102      2      8 


Priie  essays,  in  consequence  of  the  requisition  from  the")  _»^, 

House  of  Lords        -      .-        •        -        -        -  J^^°*        -    ^    - 

Medals,  distributed  as  honorary  rewards  -    '    -        - 
Seeds,  implements,  and  models  '    -        -        -        - 
D»  -------^ 


1803        -    - 

1802  r  41   8   o 

1803 <    48  16     6 


Rent,  taxes,  house,  and  office  incidents  - 
D*  ------ 


zr  41 

3<    48 


Lectures  on  the  application  of  chemistry  to  agriculture 
Miscellaneous  articles  -     »  -        -        -        - 


1802  f  436    4  o 
1803^  463  19  .7 

1803  -    -  - 

1802  r  164  4  4 

1803-j  133     8  4 


£.  t. 
?7*  " 


230   I   9 


1777  10    o 

"5  IS 

140  18 
113  14  xp 

169   12 

55P    ^ 


33>    * 

206  zx 

29  16 

90    4 


900    3 
173    5 


a97  12    8 


£. 

^000 


£•6009 


(A.)  An  Account  oftheAmountof  the  £xcRE(^ER  Bills  in  the  Hands  of  the  Bank,  at  the  fol- 
lowing Period*— Dated  Bank  of  England,  a6th  April  1804. 


April  18th,  1798 
D°  -  J  799 
D°  -  J 800 
D<»  -  i8ox 


£. 

8005000 

April  1 8th,  1802 

1 00 1 7000 

D»  -  r8Q3 

104485P0 

D^  -  »8c»4 

9996000 

9871000 
7609000 
8033000 


N.  B.  Any  Exchequer  bills  which  may  have  been  purchased  in  the  market  by  the  Bank^  are,  of  course, 
tiot  included  in  the  foregoing  Account.- 

%f  Tiii  is  thtacc9uni  referred  (9  at  the /hot  of  the  filiowin^  fage. 
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|xbr 


they  were  tep«atcly  fik«s«d  l  md  dntngBuUng  the  Amount  in  the  Hands  of 


SUM 

■ 

yao^ 

©CCHEQUER  BILLS. 

r"   ' 

Jiy  Act* 

Cap. 

Forthf 
Year», 

Geo.  3 

UtRt 

Chai;ged  upM 

'"'■ 

jf. 

»79S 

— 

35 

21 

^opoqgo 

8»fpHe8,J796               ^               — .               ^ 

-^ 

1796 

•r- 

J* 

30    . 

2500000 

Supplies,  1797                —                —.-,• 



1797  ^ 

— 

2 

2000000 

6i><4i.ai^,ilMa«f9f                      ^                rrt.  . 

— 

ly 

"— 

I 

7s<30oo 

Anivual  duty  oa  malt»  liM^  <^f       —                — « 

— 

D* 

— 

ir 

10 

50oooa9 

l^an  of  liopqiDQo/.  i^^                   —1                 — 

^- 

DP 

— 

114 

350000Q 

Supplies,  anno  12(9*           .^            —                — . 

— 

DO 

— 

L'44 

200000Q 

Surplus  QCcoiuoii4Qt^<fKni               •—                 — 

— 

1798 

— 

r    5 

^OOOQOO     . 

^1*  4<.  aid,  anno  1 798                       —                -,— 

— 

!>• 

— 

4 

75OOOQ 

Annual  male  duty,  aooo  i^           -f^                <-r* 

— 

D^ 

— 

3 

3000000 

Lows,  anno  1798             _                —                — 

— 

!><> 

— 

38' 

20 

3QO0O0O 

Drito  —  ditto                 —                —          — 

^ 

DO 

— 

90 

iQCOCcOO 

SMf  plies,  a<tno  1799       *^                ^                -,^ 

— 

DO    . 

^T 

!* 

I  ^150000 

Act  for  ratsing  an  aid  and  contribution  for  the  war,  anno 

1798 

D» 



* 

-'; 

3500QOO 

Supplies,  anno  E799       —                •"                *^ 

1799 

— 

2000000 

A^t  for  gtanting  annual  duiie&jon  sugar,  malri  'an4.tobacc% 

«799 

^    \ 

•WT 

% 

>$oooo 

Annual  noalt  duty,  anno  T799            "^                "^ 

jy> 



i^ 

gS   OQOO     . 

Lo^n,  anoo  179^            —                —                ,-^ 

— 

YP 



33 

I9COQDO     . 

li^medury,  anno  1799                    —                — 

— 

ly 

T-r 

W" 

'     68 

3cs!boooo 

Supplies,  anno  1 800        —                — .                — 

— . 

D» 

— 

-      6st 

3500QOO 

Di«o    --.    ditto            —                «^          .      .^ 

— 

D« 

— 

70 

3Q00QC0 

Piqito    -m    ditto            .—                —  '             — 

— 

DO 

•r^ 

71 

3a»oooo 

InoxT.c  duty,  1779        —                 —                — 

... 

iy> 

— 

L  ^»4 

20(00000    . 

Su^lus  q£  consolidated  fund               — -                — 

.  _ 

ly 

" 

■ 

f      6 

X5COQ0O 

IVJPme  duty,  anao  17^9                    —              — 

~- 

p^ 

i" 

. 

6 

1 5  poooo 

Exports  and  imports  for  the  year  1 799                    — 
Anp'oal  duties  on  sugar,  malt,  atui  tobacco^  x&oo 

— 

ySoo 

^39^ 

3 

23^ooi;o 

— 

D° 

Ses$» 

2 

750cu;0 

Awual  duty  on  malt,  anno  iSpo        —                — 

— 

D"    r 

1      ■  • 

^1 

^5^00000 

Loan,  anno  1800            ,—         —                — 

— 

iy» 

— 

3<5<P0Q00  . 

Act  for  BMcvral  of  Bank  charter  (not^hf^  int,.?iU54^^8o6) 

D* 

— 

33 

70POQO0 

Aidsorsu4>plics»-annoj8oo             .    —                — 

— 

DO    1 

3^ct 

4^\     103 

3000000 

Supplies,  anno  1 801        —                 —                — 

— 

B- 

— 

1     102 

3  500000 

Pifli^    —    dii.^            -^                -m  ■             ««' 

-« 

DO    < 

— 

I  ^°4 

300€-C00 

Dilto    -w    ditto            —                —                -^ 

.- 

T^l  , 

irr 

»*       8 

.      200ft00p 

Annual  duties  on  ^m»r»  BftaU,  *n4  tt*VPO|  180H    '^ 

— 

po 

— • 

7- 

?^eQ9P 

Annual  duty  oajnalt,  180 1                ip-                ^m 

-. 

I>o 

— 

41- 

4 

7oof»(W> 

Aids  or  supplies^  anno  180 r                —       .         — • 

k. 

D^ 

V- 

J* 

35^0000 

Loan,  aniio  180 1             —                 ^—                 — 

— 

00 

-^ 

^    \ 

3cpop^9 

Supplies,  anno  Ulo^       -^                n^                y^ 

— 

j802 

— 

?ooo«»o 

Annual  duties  on  sugar*  roalj;^  an4.  tobac£p>  i8a2 

— 

DO   . 

•r- 

I 

Tftoooo 

Annual  malt  duty,  anno  180a            —                — 

.— 

D"    i 

•K- 

9 

.    5ooepo9 

Supp^^l,  j^fKK)  l8p^         -^                 in-                 »-» 

.» 

iy>   ^ 

»^. 

42<|      17 

%\O0Q^9 

I/>an,  anno  1801            —               -rr               -rr 

.— 

DO 

— 

21 

1 000009 

Ditto  — .  ditto             -  —  ^          .  —                — 

— 

DO    i 

-^ 

41 

aopoooo 

Aids  or  supplies,  1802     -r-                 —                — 

.M 

3|to3 

.     "^ 

til 

»      4 

1 500000 

Supplies,  anno  1803         —        •        —                 — 

— 

— ' 

aoooooo 

Annual  duties  an  sugar,  malt,  and  tobacco,  1803 

-. 

DO 

■»- 

3 

7^50000 

'Annual  malt  duty,  1803                     —                — . 

— 

^ 

■    ^— 

5 

50c 0000 

Aids  or  supplies,  anno  1803                 —                — . 

— 

DO 

— 

43^ 

36 

4000000 

Supplies,  anno  1804       —                 —                — 

r- 

i: 

^- 

n 

5PP9W<^ 

J— H    'jCr)C|(y                   ITT*                '■fH                ""'•^ 

jT' 

""" 

Jti' 

^590990 

-T-    Dr^                -^              w*.              — 

— 

|. 

^  — 

2C 00000 

Aids  or  supplies,  anno  1803                —                — 

— . 

'  — 

'7 

2OOO0QO 

Anngal  duties  on  sugar^  malt,  and  tobacco,  1804 

— 

'   ©•  ; 

— 

J 

16    ' 

750000 

A««ual  malt  duty,  1804                     •—                •— 

-^ 

■  s:-i 

•~^ 

«5 

5O0O0l?O     ' 

^ids  or  ^upplief,  anno  1804               —                — 

— 

"" 

W   3'  - 

•     iOQ^OOO 

"^ 

^  • 

■    : 

Amount  of  Exchequer  ^k^  k  p«Mf()^2^  of  ^  B|ok* 

-•} 

•  -   . 

■ 

W  Vwrfw*  (AVHf^'Jff^*^  f*l^)     — 

^^.^iliiAla 
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ai  6ic  Ifears  i^^S,  t^^J,  iliSoi  ifet,  ttb%,  i^os,  »*i4  x^04 :  ?htfOfrttfg  Afe  futrdS 
^e  Bank  at  i^th  tX  Am  tSWOdi,— Crated  E^lieqiiet,  Q,mkpfit  mi. 


bti  tniudt 


EXCHEQ'UEA    iliiili.# 

I 

t^irtstanding  < 

on  thfe  18th  Days  of  April- 

"     l79Sk 

1800. 

iisei.- 

1802. 

1803. 

1804. 

-r 

•  j^jia 

^ 

4^400 

^— .. 

,M4 

iA. 

*— - 

"  rn^st 

•^ 

X505dU« 

3i^0cm  . 

«!«• 

A» 

-^ 

.      -« 

•^ 

^?*$>ooo 

ijifeoo 



'*a-. 

(         -•-- 

•     —    . 

i        *-« 

i^gipi^ioo 

74^^o 

^imt 

i^. 

«. 

.   ^      — 

— « 

sjodgooo 

.«- 

itu. 

tt. 

.^» 

-  -      — 

[        — »  ■ 

4590*ft' 

•           ^^a^ 

I         •  out 

a- 

... 

.    .      — 

««!«' 

i6<)booo 

*#M«* 

'     -3<?5o#p 

Ai. 

... 

.       -91^ 

-««' 

'^ooo   - 

"      750COO 

iM& 

'^^ 

..^ 

.     .       .mm 

««» 

iii<fHooo 

-    3ooo«oo 

aas 

1  ■     ■         iU- 

— » 

-       — 

1       *     .■-*-•          ' 

^<WbQOO 

—* 

i4M4. 

'               4^ 

— - 

-*.^ 

«*«       . 



^      tbMboo 

•^ 

.^ 

iM«.                    i 

■       ..       — *                 \ 

-«fc 

-*. 

-      i697o©o 

48W>« 

A*. 

-^         ' 

«tA 

r          «i^ 

ti.k. 

"    345»5«o 

«u. 

tfA. 

-— 

— 

Mfc 

k^ 

aoooeoo 

,     *-*■ 

Mt. 

— ^ 

-•                 i 

te* 

>*- 

75o»©o 

75^?*^ 

^       49«o«b  - 



—       , 

w^ 

— 

29»ZZIS 

— 

pmm. 

-*» 

-^ 

u-' 

•4*- 

«44«ko 

.A. 

.i— - 

«««b.                { 

««k 

— 

— 

1^14000 

JJU 



•^ 

'■»m^ 

^— 

"~  . 

3500000 

.A^ 

-i— 

.    -      — 

<kfc 

"*" 

— -  . 

.    3oooboo 

-JL- 

_ 

-      •       — 

)                  -^ 

^— 

"— 

a837oocr 

4.^ 

-— 

,      1 

•X. 

•   Z 

.,    ,j 

102300a 
8i33o6 

!7««6«) 

■     1-    1, 

-M. 

^*d 

*~- 

-i. 

l^60(!tob 

ft49700 

**— 

-o. 

*^ 

*—       ■  • 

-& 

ad«30<!)6 

■•jk^' 

~— 

— - 

— tfr 

*— 

-^ 

•     75c^^ 

75^0^ 

4z8floo 

-       ' 

-.4 

•*" 

-^ 

23^reto» 

**- 

— ' 

— .. 

XJ4 

•*• 

Mfi 

ioejodbo 

3600000 

30OWKJO 

30i!5od<Jo 

S4bO€&S>0^' 

**■ 

'-S.      ' 

.^ 

65  J^46b 

^^956^ 

.^ 

.^ 

*Mm 

— 

3000000 

-*i. 

i         -^ 

— 

"*- 

.« 

*a* 

350bo6b 

■— . 

— 

MA* 

**• 

-=-          ' 

.^ 

278^3<^b 

-«. 

— 

.     ^ 

M.             •    ' 

-^ 

-U 

206bo0b 

-«t 

— . 

'      U.^ 

**" 

-£i 

^— 

75^600 

75t?ooo 

io6edo 

r      "      m*m 

*— 

-=• 

-»- 

4^8500 

68 1-9300 

*x*. 

.mt^ 

4Um 

.       ^^ 

•^ 

10^75^0 

-«. 

— 

"- 

* 

-^ 

*-*- 

**- 

3C00000 

— 

•«« 

**" 



"** 

. 

1943^^00 

— 

»^ 

h^*. 

-*^ 

— ^ 

•^^ 

750600 

75COOO 

n4«M» 

1— 

-=*• 

*-*• 

-^ 

5000000 

■5000000 

*— 

*■"• 

-=i 

Jm.^ 

•»-- 

2100000 

•  — 

«^ 

^- 

-=- 

— 

ox. 

1000000 

'  .*. 

.i»X 

/ 

— 

.Jb  '' 

-^ 

— 

-«- 

1764500    > 

^ ' 

"~" 

-^ 

-U-      , 

JJU 

-aa. 

•1500000 

.^ 

W, 

-JS 

— y 

AA. 

•—■ 

150300ft 

— 

."** 

-^ 

*■'*- 

XA. 

-*» 

75o«oo 

•  75©o^ 

**" 

.A 

Ua< 

Xt^ 

•« 

4982700 

9o^y^ 

*•" 

M.i« 

i^. 

JX. 

.«=. 

— 

3000900 

•Ai. 

-** 

m^m 

XL. 

.xs. 

— 

gceoooey 

""^ 

■• 

-^           r 



*-* 

^— 

156000^ 

*^i> 

-^ 

"~^           t 

i^ 

-*»■■ 

— 

i5oo«?o 

"■"* 

-^ 

:-4» 

*A. 

--»• 

— 

191900(5 

"** 

*r*-        ' 

XX. 

-^ 

— 

7^oo- 

" 

■** 

'"^ 

*^ 

-=- 

'  '    —     . 

50000CO 

•         "** 

iJU. 

■*• 

— 

1684600- 

15105200 

1839:^15 

64790600 

a5'3  29800 

263^5^00 

I9V5^*«P 

251-21900" 

fti|P50oo 

100J7O0O 

-«044^5<>« 

9^9^000 

98^71000, 

7609000 

SQf^O& 
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AA  Account  of  in  tttbtitting  PbmsioiIs  granted  hj  the  Citow>  during  Fleatnre  or  otherwise* 
and  payable  at  the  Exchequer :  specifying  the  Amount  of  ^uch  Pensions  respectively,  and  the 
Times  when,  and  the  Persons  to  whom,  and  for  whose  Baiefit»  stich  Pensions  were  granted* 
—Dated Treasury  Chambers,  ythMay  1804. 


Pauimu 


JhrwurfypmdiytbtPmj^manerrf 


Pensions 

Names. 

per  Annum. 

£.   1. 

</. 

Aaktmif  Cidiarine  (now  Hon) 

100    0 

0 

Afnold,  Muguct             •— 

— 

500    0 

0 

BrudeaeUy  Robert            — 

... 

131    0 

0 

Bnidenbuiigb,  Dorodiy    -— 

m^ 

40    0 

0 

Bariowy  Sophia                — 

— 

50    0 

0 

Barfew,  Maria                ^ 

.^ 

50    0 

0 

BarloW)  Louisa               — 

iM. 

50    0 

0 

Bariowy  Catharine          — 

«^ 

50    0 

0 

Buckwortb,  fohn           — * 
Bishopp,  Colonel  Thomas 

— 

131    0 

400    0 

0 
0 

Balcarres»  Eari  of           ^ 

.. 

300    0 

0 

Bnidenell,  Augusta          — 

•« 

131    0 

0 

ChamheiUyne»  Betty  Clerk 

—» 

66  13 

4 

Cowper,  Sp.  Repiesene  of,  for  the  life  ol 

his  daughter  Jane  Cowper 

— . 

130    0 

0 

Cressener,  Elizabeth        — 

«-. 

500    0 

0 

Colefarooky  Dame  Mary 

... 

400    0 

0 

Clarke,  Firanoes               — 

.. 

too    0 

0 

Corbett,  Major  Moses      — > 

«. 

2^0    0 

0 

Dent,  Catharine,  widow 

..M 

80    0 

0 

Dent,  Catharme,  spinster 

m^ 

30    0 

0 

Dent,  Sophia   —            ^ 

«-. 

30    0 

0 

Dent,  Caroline                 — 

«. 

30    0 

0 

Dent,   Cotton                   — 

mmm 

30    0 

0 

Dutton,  Patentia             -^ 

-^ 

13*    0 

0 

Dunmore,  Countess  of     -« 

— 

400    0 

0 

Elliott,  R.  in  trust  for  Eleanor  Eden,  now 

Lady  Auckland           — 

.i.. 

796    0 

0 

Foldesey,  Michael            _ 

— . 

40    0 

0 

Fauquier,   Francis             — 

-~ 

300    0 

0 

Falkland,  Ld.  and  J.  Law,  in  trust 
daughters  of  the  lateCol.Carey,  i 

forthez 

00/.  each 

zoo    0 

0 

Faucett,  Susanna,  during  the  lives  of  her  a 

daughters      —            — 

.... 

400    0 

0 

Oreville,  Fulk                — 

—« 

730  0 

0 

Gardener,  Charlotte         — 

^m 

65    0 

0 

Howard,  Lady  Mary       -« 

.— 

150   0 

0 

Howard,  Lady  Elisabeth 

— 

150    0 

0 

Hope,  Henry                    — 

.^ 

200    0 

0 

Hill,  Frances    -.            — 

.. 

80  0 

0 

Harnage,  Dorothea            — 

... 

20    0 

0 

Harnage^  Ann                  — » 



20    0 

0 

Harnage,  Mercy               -— 

— . 

20    0 

0 

Hamage,  Mary               — 

— 

20    0 

0 

JenkiDson,  Elizabeth  (now  Cornwall) 

250    0 

0 

Jean,  Thomas                  — 
knox,  Letitia                   — 

.. 

.. 

600    0 

0 

Lausac,  Henrietta            — 

.^ 

20    0 

0 

Laureuzie,  Ernestine       — 

--« 

aoo    0 

0 

t,aye,  Ann       —            — 

-. 

tzo    0 

0 

Meuron,  Susan  de             — 

_ 

393    0 

0 

Middleion,  Elizabeth        — 

— : 

195    0 

0 

Onslow,  A.  in  trust  for  Foley, 

George, 

Walton,  and  Arthur  OusloW 

— 

300    0 

0 

O'Hara,  Jemima             — 

— 

100    0 

0 

Popham,   Catharine          — - 

*. 

ZOO"     0 

0 

Peyton,  Sir  Yclveiton      — 

— . 

250    0 

0 

Portcn,  Mary                   — 

— 

300    0 

0 

Pownall,  Mary                 — 

—. 

600    0 

0 

Palmer,  Wm.  Finch,  in  trust  for  the  Hon. 

Brydgct  Byng              — 

-^ 

X31    0 

0 

Bandall,  Susannai  Martha,  and  Elizabeth 

4 

50    0 

0 

Vi 


Pensions 
per  Annum. 


£' 
Rcnard,  Louis  Peter         —  — •        100 

Rochfbrd,  Eari  of  —  —      1000 

Saigas,  Maria,  Louisa,  and  Rose     — •  60 

Schaw,  James  —  — •        150 

Skinner,  Hester  «-  —      - 100 

Smith,  John  —  —        100 

Serle,  Amb.  (for  31  yeani  from  5th  July 

1776)  —  —  _        39,     o 

-  -  -  -  Ditto  —  — .        131   14 

SwantoB,  Emma  •«  «-        300     o 

Sussex,  Lord,  icpitaentativcs  of,  and  Robt. 

Burton,  in  trust  for  Mrs.Dttrell  500 

Sr.  John,  Henry  —  —  131 

Thomas,  Gertiude         —  •—      ^   100 

Vernon,  Charies  —  —  300 

Wetlestetn,  L.  in  trust  for  Sir  L*  Schaub's 

daughters  —  ^-  200 

Willis,  James  —  •—  150 

Williams,  Charles        '.— *  —  263 

Yates,  I*ady  -^  —  250 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


In  lieu  of  Apartments  at  Somerset  Place. 

Burdon,  Elizabeth            — >  —          33r5'o 

Freemantle,  Maria            —  —                        ' 

Holt,  Jane      —            —  —          33  »5     o 

Pensions  formerly  paid  at  the  Treasury • 

Alt,  Christina                 —  — 

Alt,  HenrietU                  — .  — 
Alt,  Maria       «-«.«. 

Au<8ey,  Lord                   —  '    — 

BrouKhton,  Bryan            —  *« 

Bradshaw,  I<awrence        -—  »> 

Bradsbaw,  Augustus  Hill  — • 

Bliss,  Jonathan                 **  •— 

Bowlby,  Lady  Mary       —  — 

Beawes,  Mcrqf   .              — .  — 

Cawthome,  Joseph           —  — 

Clarke,  Harlcy                 —  — 
Gockbume,  Dame  Augusta  Ann      •^ 

Chambers,  Fiances         .—  — 

Delaval,  Edward  Hussey  *— 
Dodd,  John      ...-.-.. 

Duranty  William             —  ** 

Davies,  Henry                  ..-  — 

Davies,  Esther                  •—  »• 

Faddy,  Peter                    -r-  — 

Forbes,  Lucy    —            —  .— 

Fuich,  Ann      •*           -— >  •^ 

Fawkener,  Elizabeth        —  te— 

Goldie,  Sophia                 —  -~ 
Gower,  Countess  (March*  of  Stafford) 

Green,  John                     — .  •,   — • 

Gunn,  Ann      —            ...  — 

Guy,  John       —            -^  — . 

Hay,  Elizabeth                 *-  — 

Hamilton,  James             — .  •— 

Jeans,  Rev.  Thomas        —  — 

Kelly,  Elizabeth                —  — 

Keiynge,   fames                —  — 

Kilshaw,  Rev.  Richard    —  — 

Lind,  Maria  Henrietta     ^— "  — 

Lind,  Mary  •  -~        '   —  •-• 


50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

18 

z8 

0 

300 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

54 

12 

0 

70 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 

as 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


xlix] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  BtLiTAin^^pMims: 


Ci 


Names. 


Pensions 
per  Annum. 

£.    I.  d. 

50 
100 

50 

650 

50 
300 


o 
o 
b 
o 
o 
o 
o 

18  18 

100  o 


so 

25 

80 

100 

80 

50 
120 

40 
200 
'50 
200 
100 
600 

*5 
100 

JO 

20 
200 
100 
150 


Lbyd,  Ann,  spinster      -^  '— 

LennoX)  Alexander          —  — 

Lake»  Ann      ...            -^  —. 

•Lind»  Uetitia                  .^  —. 

Mayor,  John                  —  — 

Master,  'Mary                  —  — 

Morrison,  Mary               <-«  -i. 

Macdonald,  Roderick       — .  — - 

Mein,  John      —            — .  -^ 
Maclean,   CoL  Allen,  in  crust  for  Mrs. 

Hawkins's  children      —  — 

Machi6,  Charlotte            — .  -^ 

Kicolaides,  Stephanus       — >  — 

Otway,  Meliora               — i  — 

Fetch,  Mary    —            -.  ... 

Pirard,  Francis                —  . — 

Planta,  Joseph                 — .  »»     , 

Richmond,  Robert            —  — 

Ramus,  Geoi^e                —  -^ 

Roche,  Elizabeth             —  >- 

Spcer,  Waiiam                —  — 

Speed,  Mary  Ann           -.  »- 

Sronehewer,  Richard       —  — 

Smith,  Frances,  Richmond     '  •*— 

Villion,  Dizabeth            ^-  — 

Vacchtni,  John                •»«  — 

Watson,  Eliiabeth           -^  — 

Whitefoord,  Caleb            —  — 

Williams,  Lieut.  William  — 

Watkins,  John                —  — 

Petuioru  to  the  late  ^en  Caroline* j  Servants. 

Alms-house  at  Hanover    —  —          1838 

Gibson,  George              —  —         100    o    o 

Pemions  to  the  late  Princess  of  Wales* s  Servants. 

Bridge,  William                —  ^ 

Brett,  William                 —  — 

Bowlby,  Lady  Mary        —  — 

BiiUey,  John    —            —  ^— 

Cadman,  Richard            —  — 

Cameron,  Dougald           -«  — 

Dalton,  Thomas               —  -— 

Duval,  Philip                   —  — 

Davies,  Jane                     —  — 

Evelyn,  Augusta  Tnow  Mrs.  Jenkins) 

Egerton,  Uriana  Margaret  — 

Egerton,  Mary                 — .  — 

Griffiths,  John                 —  — . 

Ditto                —            —  — 

Heineker,  D.  (now  Mrs.  Munro)    — 

Harris,  John    —  —        — 

Hutchinson,  Thomas       —  -^ 

Hamilton,  P.  (now  Lady  Fust)  — 

Irby,  A.  G.  E.  (now  Lady  Walsingham)    372  10 

{ackson,  Jane                  —  — 

,ove,  Ricnard                 m^  — 
Ludby,  Edward,  for  Edward  Godfrey 

Maitland,  Hon.  Alexander  — > 

Muller»  Christopher         —  -~ 

Newton,  Sarah                ^-  — 


Names. 

Neville,  Catharine 
Nicholai,  Christopher 
Paschall,  Ann  Elizabeth  < 
Ramus,  Charles 
Rushton,  Henry 
Rushton,  James 
Ritso,  George 
Diito  — 

Scott,  William 
Schawer,  John 
Scott,  Henrietta 
Thomaj,  Charles  Nassau 
Viney,  Walur 
White,  Peggy 
Watts,  WilUam 
Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 


Pensions 
per  Aiinum* 

£.    *.  d. 
37a  io 
173  »o 

ftl     o 

^9  10 
32  14 

19    9 


50 

too  o 

475  o 

39  o 

12    12 

t^t  10 

42  15 

2  12 

300    o 

80    o 

80    o 


Pensions  fy  Sign  Manual. 


Names. 


Ditto 


7-  —        JOP    o 


19  9 

6 

50  0 

0 

285  0 

0 

xoo  0 

0 

56 14 

0 

39  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

250  0 

0 

ID   0 

0 

412   0 

0 

372  10 

0 

131  10 

0 

200   0 

0 

100   0 

0 

121  13 

0 

42  15 

0 

39  0 

0 

31  10 

0 

372  10 

0 

65  0 

0 

3  0 

0 

to  0 

0 

209  0 

0 

as  4 

0 

50  0 

0 

Date  of 
Sign  Manual. 

20  July  t7939  AntrobusEd.  and  Courts  Trot- 
ter, in  trust  for  Eleanor  MuU 
leson 
Arnold  B.  and  T.  Morrison, 
Esqrs.  in  trust  for  Ed.  S» 
Arnold,  J.  R.  Aniold,  So* 
phia  Matilda  Arnold,  and 
G.  Arnold,  looL  each 

20  Jan.  T795>  ^^^f  Frances  Ann        — 

1  June  1803,  Abbot  Rt.  Hon..  C.   and  P.  L 

Thelluson,  in  trust  for  Elea- 
nor Madelaine  Wickham 
16  July  t783,  Holland,  Quashey  — 

4  Mar.  ditto,  Brooksbank,  Ann  ~. 

9  Feb.   1785,  Barnes  J.  and  J.  White,  in 

trust  for  Theodora  Rose  * 

II  Dec.  1786,  Browne,  Charlotte  — 

Ditto         Bremer,  Ann      —        ._ 

14  Mar.  1787,  Bates,  Ann  —        — 

2  July  1788,  Butler,  Eleanor    —        — 
4  Sep.   1789,  Bcauclerk,  Heurietra       — 

Ditto         Bcauclerk,  Chat  loite        — 

Ditto        Beauderk,  Martha  — 

6  Nov,  1 792,  Butler,  Lady  Elinor         — . 

13  Mar.  1793,  Burghall,  George  — 
20  Sep.  1 794»  Burke,  Rr.  Hon.  E.  Repres.  of, 

during  life  of  Mrs.  Burke 

24  Feb.  1795,  Bunbury,  Henry  — 

9  July  ditto,  Bulmer,  Dorothy  — 

9  Juiy  I795>  Br<^^l  H.  and  R.  Henderson, 

in  trust  for  the  6  child; en  of 

J.  Fallowfield  ^ 

1  July  1796,  Burgess,  Sir  James  Bland 
6  July  1798,  Brooks,  Lydia    —        ^^ 

2  Oct.  I79V>  Byron,  Catherine  Gordon 
9  May  1 800,  Bcarcroft,  Clare  St.  Geoi^e 

14  June  1783,  Christie,  Ann      — .        — 
16  Apr.  1794,  Ditto       —        —        — 


Pension 

per  Aon. 

£.     t. 


4')o 

0 

65 

o- 

«75 

0 

*7 

Q 

20O 

0 

300 

0 

too 

0 

53 

16 

II 

16 

50 

0 

100 

0 

too 

0 

too 

0 

too 

0 

300 

0 

1200 

0 

500 

0 

50 

0 

5« 

0 

I2U0 

0 

100 

0 

300 

0 

200 

0 

3t 

0 

z8 

It 

*  This  pennon  was  granted  in  consideration  of  Geotige  Rose,  Esq.  having  relinquished  the  yearly  sum  of  40^/. 
nett,  granted  to  him  in  pursuance  of  an  address  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Vol,  U.^Ajifiemflx,  i 
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BARL.  ACCOUNTS«->Gasat  BfttTAiv.— P<«imv« 


pB 


•7  Tune  17S99 CoUi(oii» LueyCordelu  — > 
6  filly  iy93,QMoiberUyiie,dectyCterk  j&64  T3 
^O  uito  <yttO|  CookC|  Pfooope  Ann     •-* 
Dit«»        Cooke,  Elica       .—        *. 
Ditto        Cooke,  Mario      -*        — 
Ditto       Call  Sir  J.  9nA  J.  Robmty  Bs^ 
In  tnift  for  Sirah  Bates 
t  July  17^  Comberbod,  Lady  Albinia 
so  Jan.  1795,  Coiilson,Msi7,  widow    ^~ 
S7  July  17969  Count,  T.   Eiiq.  in  tnut  for 

Lady  Augusta  Murray 
f  6  Oct.  t7^S»  Cadkcarty  Elis.  BiKmest 
6  Mar.  1799,  Cnrntoo,  U.  in  truu  for  Lord 

Craoftoa 
ft  Jan.  iSoi»  Cabell,  Martha,  B-  S.  Jooa, 
ood  W.  Cabell,  in  tnm  for 
Mary  CabcU,  Aon  EK«.  Ca. 
beU,  T.  S.  Cabell,  and  R. 
D  CabelU  CQi  each 
8  Dec.  tiet,  Cunynham,  Lt.  Col.  Frands 
10  Mar.  1803,  Clare,  Dowager  Lady    — > 
t  Dee.  i8o3t  Currie  L  R.  Raikei,  and  S. 
Lawfoffd,  in  tru|t  for  Dame 
Blia.  Maria  Shee        — <• 


Fnuion 

per  Ann. 

£. 

*. 

,  »S 

0 

413 

4 

150 

0 

175 

0 

«75 

0 

500 

0 

400 

0 

35 

0 

itoo 

0 

500 

0 

—       —        300   c 


Kamei, 


>  Jwly  »>93>  1^»T>  Eliaaheth 
i  May  i;-**  ^~'    *'  - 


1798,  Daviei,  Mary    —       — 
7  Oct.  1800,  D*lvemoit,  Sir  Francii 

10  Mar.  i8o3i  l>igby»  Rev.  W.  in  trust  for 

Luda  Cary  Oratten,  Caro- 
line Cary  Gratten,  and  Fran, 
ces  Cary  Grattett,  40/.  each 
9  Dec.  1789,  Elliot,  Mary      —        — 
25  June  i79o»£lphinstone,  Eliz.  and  Keith 
Elphinstone,    daughten   of 
late  Lady  Elphinstone 
to  Nov.  1794,  Ewart,  Eliz.  widow       — 
Ditto        Ditto,  in  trust  for  J.  Ewart 
Ditto        Ditto,  in  trust  for  Eliz.  Ewart 
Ditto        Ditto,  in  trust  for  Mary  Ewart 
19  Mar.  1797,  Edgcombc,  Peggy      *     — 

11  July  ditto,  Erskine,  MaryHenrictta 
14  Oct.  1801,  Ernest,  Dorothy,  widow 

Ditto        Ernest*  Charlotte,  spinster 
a  I  May  1793,  Folger,  T.  and  his  wife 
30  July  ditt9,  Fordyce  J.  and  W.  Follarton, 
Esqrs.  in  trust  for  G.  H. 
Gordon        —  — 

6  Sep,  ditto,  Fawkener,  William        -^ 
9  Oct.  ditto,  Francis,  Frances  — 

Ditto         Francis,  Elizabeth  — 

Dftto        Flint,  Ann,  widow  •«- 

Ditto        Ditto,  in  trust  for  the  a  eldest 
of  her  8  children  — • 

11  Mar.  1 80 1,  Fitzgerald,  Lord  Robert 

ft>  Mar.  1803,  Forster,  John       "^        "t 
Ditto        Iraser,  Capt*  Pfercy         — 
Ditto        Fauconberg,  Viscount      •— 
«7  June  i789»GrKme,  Mary  — i 

± 3  Aug.  1 79 1,  Gilbert  Etienne,  Clerk  •*. 
3  Apr.  1799,  Goddard,  C.  Esq.  to  be  wholly 
or  proportidnately  suspended, 
agreeably  to  the  amount  of 
aivy  office  he  may  hold 
21  May  i8oO|Gowcr,  Earl,  and  Sir  A. 
McDonald,  jn  trust  for  Ger- 
trude PhHlipme  de  Kutz- 
Icbcn  ■—        — 

12  Mar.  180T,  Green,  Eliz.  widow  — - 
I  July  ditto,  Gray,  Margaret,  widow  — 

Ditto        Cray,  Anne  Maria  — « 


tee 

0 

.j8 

0 

tooo 

0 

f3<^ 

0 

3» 

10 

iS 

0 

100 

0 

120 

0 

69 

0 

300 

0 

H5 

0 

121 

0 

121 

0 

I2t 

0 

196 

0 

400 

0 

150 

0 

50 

0 

196 

0 

ioo 

0 

300 

0 

60 

0 

60 

0 

66 

0 

.66 

0 

«oo 

0 

68 

0 

300 

0 

aoo 

0 

100 

0 

IOO 

0 

850    o 


J  30 

200 
100 
xoo 


Pennoo 
per  Am. 

3*   «4 

300      Q 
80     O 


TOO      0 


— .         too    O 


ao  9«n.  17 
19  loly  17 
10  lane  17 
29  May  18 


Dote  of 
SignMaqual. 

II  Die.  1786,  Railamy  Sarab  Ann       — 
19  June  17I7,  Haoaikooy  Dame  CasiMda 

27  Jane  1789,  HoMsworth^  Eliraberh  — 
7  May  1790,  Haaaikoay  Mary  -* 
2  Sep.  1793»  Halifax  R.  and  Catharioe  Ha- 

lifoi,  wid»w,  in  trust  fbr- 
Gertrade,  Charlotte,  Mari- 
aone^  Carcdine,  Catherioev 
and  Elizabeth  Halifax,  60/. 
per  anm.  each  -««        360    a 

I  Joly  i794«Hobart  H.  represett*  o^  and 
R.  Cumberiandi  Esq.  and' 
the  sarvivor  of  tbeniy  in 
trust  for  Eliz.  MaifaiKC 
Cumberland     — 

Ditto        Ditto,    in  trust   for 
EUz.  Cumberland 
22  Dec.  1795,  HoUingswortW  J.  and  A.  Mnl* 
Ungswortky  in  tiust  for  S»- 
rah  Adamt      —        — 

28  Stst.  T79^»  Hort,  Sir  John  — >  -*- 
9  July  1 797,  Hyde,  Rev.  G.  H.  — 

799,  Howdl,  Anne     ^-        — 

8ooy  Herefocfl,  Lord  and  Lady,  and 

the  survivor  of  them    — 

14  Mar.  1801,  Hewgill,  Eliv^beth  --- 

17  May  ditto,  Hnakisson,  William       — 

30  Nov.  1802,  Heathcote,  Antoniett,  widow . 

1  June  1803,  HUI,  Hon.  Anne,  widow . 

2  July  1788,  Johnstone,  Deborah  Charlotte 
(now  Nugent)  — 

7  Oct.  1800,  Jardine,  Christine  — 

1  July  1 80 1,  Jennings,  Robert^  during  the 
life  of  his  son  —        — » 

Ditto        Jennings,  Ann    —        —  ^ 
21  Apr.  1790,  fCyte,  Loretta  Maria,  widow' 

2  Apr.  1788,  Lloyd,  Ann,  spinster      -*- 
4  Feb.  1792,  Lockman,  Arabella  Dorothea 
2  May  1 798,  Lewhellin,  Ann  —        — . 

24  Oct.  ditto,  Lcmpriere  J.  and  Eliz.  Bandi- 

neil  his  wife,  severally  and 

successively     »-        — 

T4  Aug.  1 799,  Leslie,  Lord        —        "^ 

7  Oct.  1800,  Livingston,  Edmund       — 

4  May  1 8or,  Lloyd,  John         —        — 

29  Apr.  1785,  Moncton,  Snsannah  — 
ro  Nov.  ditto,  Maclean,  Jane  —  — 
2^  Sep.  1786,  Mandean,  Jane  —        -^ 

7  Aug.  1789,  Moyle,  IsabcHaand  Mary 
13N0V.  1790,  Maclain,  Rev.  A.  and  Hen- 
rietta Ann  Maclain      — 

6  Oct.  1792,  Morland,  W.  for  the  life  of 
Harriet  Bernard  — - 

20  Ttily  1793,  Miles,  >ViIliam  Augustus 
«o  Jan.  1794,  Morley^Jan^  widow     ""- 
'2  Sep.  1797,  Mordaunt,  Lady  Mary   — • 
13  yan.  1798,  Mudge,  Thomas  — 

7  Feb.  ditto,  Maclaine,  Harriet  Anno  •— 

I I  June  1800,  Maclaine,  C.  A.  Esq.      *• 

8  Oct.  ditto,  Montfort,  Lord  -«- 

9  Oct.  ditto.  Mallet  du  Pan>  Mrs.  F.  «— 
T4  Oct.  ditto,  Maurice^  Thomas,  Uerk 
20  Oct.  ditto,  Munday,  Rev,  Rob.  — 
24  Oct.  ditto,  M^Mdount,  Lady  M*  — 
1 9  Jan.  .180 1,  M  itchell,  Rev.. W.  — 
12  Mar.  ditto.  Miller,  Ann,  widow      •— 

o J  20  Oct.  i8o2,  Marjoribanks,  Ed.         —  • 
<f]  10  Mar.  1803,  Murphy,  Arthur  — 

Ditto        Montfort,  Lofd  H,  (additional)  200 
I  June  1803,  Mottier,  William  — •       200 


30a 

0 

I6QO 

0 

5« 

0 

1^ 

0 

900 

0 

300 

0 

1200 

0 

30a 

0 

IJO 

0 

300 

0 

"5 

0. 

195 

0 

3^5 

0 

150 

0 

50 

0 

33 

10 

16 

0 

200 

0 

500 

0 

500 

0 

50 

0 

200 

0 

150 

0 

150 

0 

150 

0 

100 

0 

554 

0 

300 

0 

50 

0 

400 

Ok 

130 

0 

200 

0 

130 

0 

600 

0 

200 

0 

300 

0 

90 

0 

200 

0 

130 

0 

130 

0 

250 

0 

206 

• 

)  200 

0 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


US] 

Date  of 

Sign'ManuaL 

3  D^.  ;8o3, 

3  Feb.  1804, 
4  7  June  1789, 

z  Oct.  1799, 

Ditto 

ao  July  1793, 

24  Dec.  1782, 

21  June  1786, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dittb 

2  July  1788, 

14  Mar.  1801, 

6  July  X803, 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Git  BAT  BrCtaik.—Pm/mv. 


\\^ 


»4Dec.  1782) 

4  Mar.  1783, 

»7  June  1787, 

9  Oct.  1793, 

21  Apr.  1794, 

17  Nov.  1797, 

30  Nov.i8o2> 

7  May  1790, 

4  July  1790, 

>8  Sept.  1793, 

tojkn.  1794, 

T7  Apr.  1799, 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

16  O^t.  x8oo> 

14  Mar.  1 80 1, 

4  May  ditto, 

X  Jane  1803, 

Ditto 

X  Feb.  x8oi. 


2  July  1788, 

4  Sept.  1789, 
7  Sept.  ditto, 


5  Nov.  1790^ 
20  July  1793, 
27  July  I794i 


25  Sept.  ditto, 

22  Aug.  1798, 
21  Dec  ditto, 

23  Oct.  1801, 
xoMar.  1803, 


Dateofp««nt, 

8  Sept.  X796, 
21  Mar.  1795, 


Kimei. 

Murray,  Cb.  Anni  oommoiily 
called  Lady  Gcprge  Murray 
McDonald,  Thomas  —      -* 
Noel,  Maria        —  «. 

Nott,  Charlotte  G.  Augusta 
Noit,  Augusta        —       -^ 
bsborn  Sir  G.  and  J.  Ley,  Esq. 
in  trust  for  Jane  Wraxhall 
Poole,  Sir  Ferdinaodo  -i—    — 
Pierson,  Sarah         — ■•       .— 
Pienon,  Frances      -^        — 
Pierson,  Mary         •—        — > 
Pierson,  Diana  A  on  ^        — 
Ponsonby,  Sarah     -~        — 
Pierson,  Rev.  Thomas 
Portland,  Duke  of,  in  crust  for 
Josepha  Elisabeth,  and  Char- 
lotte Sabina  Byron  de  Gon- 
taut         —        —        — 
Rowe,  Sukey         —        — 
Ramsden,  Frecheville         — . 
Ritso/ Louisa  —        — 

Robinson,  C.  Gertrude  — 
Rivers,  James  —  — . 
Ross,  James  Tyrrell  *-  -.« 
Routh,  Abigail  — *  -. 
Scarsdale,  Lord  — •  — 
Sundius,  Christopher  —  '— 
Sneyd,  Elizabeth  —  -« 
Sutton,  Captain  £vel3rn  -— 
Sutton  T.  M.,  G.  Dawning, 
and  M.  Beachcroft,  Esqrs. 
in  trust  for  M.  Ann  Herries 
Do.  in  trust  fpr  L  Maria  Herries 
Do.  in  trust  for  Cath.  Herries 
Do.  in  trust  for  Julia  M.  Ikrries 
Swinburn,  Mary  —  -. 
Spiegel,  Van  de  Digna,  Joanna 
Smith,  Ann        —  — . 

Stephenson,  Hon.  Jane       — • 
Trimblestown,  Ann  Baroness 

Dowager    — 

Villiers  Rt.  Hon.  Jn.  and  Wm. 

Garthshore,  in  trust  for  Lady 

Louisa  Paget       •—        — . 

Woodcock,  E.  in  trust  for  Lady 

^.Fordyce,  represeutat.  of 
Williams,  Mary         -.-     .   •« 
Wrightson,  J.  and  the  repres.  of 
T.  Gibbons,   in  trust  for 
Dame  M.  J.  Pcrrot        — 
Willii,  Thomas  Clerk        — 
Whitefodrd,  Caleb  — 
Wal$ingham,Ld.  in  trust  for 
G.  andT.  deGray>  and  ^r- 
vivor       — -       •*-        — . 
Webster,  W. hb  wifeand  sarv. 
Woodfond,  Sir  R.  Baronet    — 
Wilson,  Dr.  James  —        — 
Waller,  Robert        —         — 
Yonge,  Rt.^Han.  Sir  G.  K.  B. 

Pemiofu  by  Patent* 


Pensioii 
per  Ann. 
'^£i    s. 

385  10 
770  o 
xoo  o 
150  o 
150  o 


400  o 

670  o 

27  10 

27  10 

27  10 

27  10 

50  o 
—  130  o 


194 

0 

270 

0 

,300 

0 

250 

0 

600 

0 

446 

0 

250 

0 

xoo 

0 

1200 

0 

xoo 

0 

336 

0 

250 

0 

300 

0 

150 

0 

150 

0 

X50 

0 

60 

0 

500 

0 

50 

0 

130 

0 

—   —  200  o 


—   —  300  o 


T50 

-  xoo 

0 

0 

60 

0 

400 
loo 

0 
6 

X20O 

200 

0 

0 

250 
500 

xboo 

0 

0 
0 

Ainslie,  Sir  Robert  -~    xooa    Q 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  Sylvester, 
during  the  life  of  himself 
and  F.  S.  North  Douglas, 
and  /the  survivor  of  them  —  $09 


Date  of  Patent. 


ICames. 


%  X  June  1 790,  Hamilton,  Sir  Ch.    -«• 
xo  Dec.  ditto,  Knox,  William        •— 
2  Apr.  x8oo>  Minto,  Gilbert  Baron 
14  Mar.  ditto.  Skinner,  Sir  John    — 
xo  Jan.  X804,  Shee,  Sir  George      — 


Penaoa 
per  Ann. 

^—      200   ;  O 

—  600    O 

—  X20O     O 

— -  2000    O 

—  770   :0 


Soo   o 


—    800  -o 


600  -o 


—         —    100    a 


—  —    250    o 


248 
360 


X9  Sept.  X788,  Watson,  Brooke,  in  trust  for 

his  wife  —  —    557  xo 

29  Jan.  X 791,  Willis,  John,  M,D.  —    7^7  ^o 

Ditto        Willis,  Rev,  Francis  —  1000  ""o 

Pensi<m  to  late  Foreign  Wmsttru 

Date  of 
Sign  ManuaL 

8  Dec.  X774,  ^''  ^*  Woodford,  Envoy  Ex- 

traordinary at  Copcnha^ 

2  Feb.  X776,  W.  Money,  for  services  per- 

formed m  foreign  parts    — - 

26  Dec.  X775,  J.  Osbom,  hte  Envoy Extrv 

ordinary  to  Dresden 
20  Nov.  XTT^,  Sir  Rt.  Gumming,  late  ditto  and 

Plenip.  to  IVtersburgh    —  xooo 

9  July  I779»  Horace  St.  Paul,  late  Envoy 

Extraordinary  to  Stockholm 

24  Dec  X  78 1,  Joseph  Fry,  Chargi  des  Affiures 

at  Brussels        —  ^ — 

27  Aug.  X784,  J.  Milliquet,  Ch.  des  A^res 

at  Dresden        — 
24  Nov.  1785,  G.  Cooke,  Consul  General  at 
Tripoli    —        —        — 

27  Jan.  1786,  N.  Davison,  do,  at  Algiers  — 
x6  Feb.  X787,  L,  Dutens,'Ch.  des  Afiaires  at 

Turin 

X  5  July  X788,  Sir  J.  Stepney,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary at  Berlin  —      J^99 

\^  May  1793,  Ld.  Torrington,  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary at  Brussels   1-  x584 

26  June  ditto,  C.  Keene,  Ch.  des  AffiEures  u, 
Stockholm        —  — . 

30  May  1794,  Cha.  Logic,  Consul  Gen^  at 

Algiers    —        —        — 

28  Jan.  1797,  Ld.  Malmesbury,  late  Ambas. 

Extr.  to  the  States  Gen.  of 

*  '  IftiVitliedPNy^tiMttr*    -^  ifao'^ 

26  June  ditto,  T.  Walpole,  late  Envoy  Extr, 

to  the  Elcxtor  Palatine  *  — 

7  Fdi.  X798)  Mlj.  Gen,  p&n%ec  kit%  Mi* 

oister  Plen.  to  the  Court  of 

Warsaw* 

3  Apr.  X799,  C  H.  Fraser,    late  Resident 

with  the  Hans  Towns  ♦  ~ 

23  Dec.  ditto,  J.  Coleman,  £s^.  latt  Ch.  des 

Affmres  at  Hjimhurgh  ♦ —    no    o 
9  May  x8oo,  lit.  Hou,  J.Troyor,  lateE^voy 
Extr.  and  Min.  Plenip,  at 
the  Court  of  Tiyrin  *      —  Xioo    o 

20  Jan.  x8oi,  Ld.  HeiUey,  late  Envoy  Extr. 
•  -and  Minister  Plenip.  to  the 
Court  of  Vienna  ♦  7—^  —  2000    a 

23  Mj^X799,Ld,  Macartney,  Ute  Aipibas. 
Extr.  and  Min.  Plenip.  to 
the  Court  of  Petcrsbui^, 
and  Emperor  of  China*  »-  221}    ^ 

X2  Mar.  iSoi,  Hon.  Rt.  Walpole,  late  Envoy 
Extr.  and  Min.  Pknip.  at 
Lisbon »        —  ~  2000    o 


—        —    300    o 


250 
460 


800    o 


—       —    600    o 


900    o 


o 


^  To  continue  until  otherwise  provided  for  in-  Hit 
Majesty's  service,  or  until  determined  by  wartant  froot 
His  Majesty. 
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PAUL.  ACC0UNT8.-^Kt  AT  Bturkiw.^Pimims.^Civil  hUu 


rwi 


Kama. 


per  Attn. 
too    o 


150    o 


Date  of 
S%n  Munoil. 

%%  June  i7«4, 
7W0V.  17871 
9  July  1789, 

Ditto 

Ditto 
roScpc  1791, 

Ditto 

Ditto 
6  Jan.  1797, 
I  Feb.  ditto, 

17  July  »79^ 
t^  Dee.  ditto, 
30  Apr.  i8o2y 


Ditto 


fiSCIKt* 

RcnrydlisiEs^  —  -^ 
Hon.  Mrs.  Moncton,  widow 
Mmt  Martin,  ipinwer  — 
Svah  Martin,  »pinscer  — > 
Alice  Martin,  spinster  — 
Fpraeswed  Savory,  widov  ^" 
Charlotte  Todd  —  — 
Frances  Tucker  —  *-> 
Jamet  Craufurd,  Eiq.  — 

Henry  Ch.  Selwyn,  Es^  — > 
John  Earl  of  Dunmore  — 
Sir  Home  Riggs  Fopham  — 
Sir  Abraham  Home,  Bart,  and 
othen,  io  tnnt  for  Henry 
Matter  .  _  — 
Riehrrd  Thomai  Master  — - 
St.  Vincent  Frederick  Master 
Isab.  Frances  Master,  widow 


per  Ana. 

£. 

1. 

300 

0 

SCO 

0 

50 

0 

5«> 

0 

y> 

0 

40 

0 

30 

0 

3« 

0 

8.5 

0 

400 

0 

600 

0 

500 

0 

TO^ 

0 

100 

0 

100 

0 

soo 

0 

Dateof 

Si^  Manual. 

12  Mar.  1801,  D.  Hailoi,  late  Envoy  Eitr.  to 

the  Court  of  Stock  holns  ♦ 
^y  19  Dae.  i8oi»J.  L.  Doerfeld,    late  Charf^ 

d'Afbires  at  several  Courts  ♦    .^ 
I4j4a«  1804,  J.  Talbot,  Secre.  of  EmbaieyM 

thePr.  RcptiMic^         —    600 

^^     '   im  Barbtidoii  Md  tbi  L€€ward  hkmds. 
Diftfii  ?wotaiL 

as  Nov.        1761,  fiarl  of  Chatham       .— >    |ooe  o 

«9Ju'y     \,-<^rWm  EartorKimioul  \  ,,^  ^ 

•4Ch.iL)*'^n     and  his  heirs     _    |  »^  <» 

4  July       1776,  Sir  H.  Scrachey,  Baronet      587  o 

^  To  continue  tintil  othrrwisc  provided  for  in  His 
Majesty's  servicei  or  until  determined  by  wanant  from 
Hi*  Majesty. 

RECAFITULATION.  £.      1.    J. 

Amount  of  pensions  formerly  paid  by  late  Paymaster  of  Pensionsf    -—     —     1  ^506  17    4 
Ditto  ditto  at  the  Treasury  t    —  —  —  —  —  841 780 

Ditto  ditto  to  the  servants  of  the  late  Queen  Caroline  and  late  Princess  of  Walcsf  5125    %    8 
Ditto  ditto  by  Sign  Manu4   <—  —  *-  -^  — .  44544    o    4 

pitto  d4to  by  Patent  -.*•..•  .^  —  8644  10    o 

£.      s.    d. 

Total  amount  of  pennons  having  rrfeitnce  to  the  6th  class  of  CiviUlist  Payments^  as  directed  by 

act  a  a  Geo.  111.  cap.  81     —         ...........       8tai7  t8    4 

Amount  of  Pensions  to  lare  Foreign  Ministers      *-  —  —  —  —        2163500 

Ditto  out  of  the  dttticf  of  4|A  per  cent*     .*«.•.«•—.-»«».         8051    o    o 

111924  iB    4 

Mem.^-Tbe  pensfom  raittd  by  authority  of  Parliament,  and  chaiged  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  are  not  in- 
diadrd  in  this  accountt—lt  is  very  (irobaMe  that  several  of  the  persons  whose  nanses  appear  on  these  lists  are  dead,  but 
that  can  only  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time  as  the  artificates  are  delivered  by  their  represcotativas  at  the  Ex* 
chequer. 

f  These  pensions  were  tranifcrred  to  the  Excbeqtfcr  by  tlie  act  of  the  22d  of  His  present  Majesty,  cap.  82« 


Abstract  of  the  Esdmatc  of  tbe  fotiire  tnnual  Charge  on  His  Majesty's  Citil  List 
Retenues^— DaUd  9tb  July  x8o4. 


Clasfes. 
1st. 
sd. 

3d. 

4th. 

(tb. 

6tb. 

ytb. 

8th. 


Oeaastonal  paymcncs 


Rojral  Family 
Judges         •        -        • 
Foreign  Ministers  - 
Bills  ... 

Salaries       •       •       - 
Pensions  ahd  OempeAsations 
Salaries        * 
Trraiury      .        •        • 


£.       -. 
121500    o 

3*955  O 
112330  o 
172505  19. 

9854%  o 
131152  16 

5519«    8 
13811    o 

139737    6 


^^•979043  10    9 
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Ui]  PARL.  ACCOUMTS.^GaBAT  BArt%i^. ^Sa^Jhisi^nRolh.  [hi 

Abstracts  of  the  SuBJXimMiOTK  Rolls,  in  Great  Bntain*— Bated  WUtehdV  atb.May  1804. 


Aberdeen 
Aoglesea        •» 
Argyll      -    - 
Ayr    .    .    . 
Banff-    -    - 
Sedford    -    - 
Berks       :    . 
^Berwick  -    • 
Brecon     -    -, 
Bucks      •    - 
Butt    -    -    . 
Caithness 
Cambri4ge     - 
Cardigaii  -     • 
Carmarthen   - 
Carnarvon 
Chester     -     - 
Clackmannan 
Cinque  Ports 
Cornwall 
Cromarty 
Cumbcrknd  *• 
Denbigh  -    - 
Derby      -    - 
t>evon      -     - 
Dorset      -     . 
Dumbarton    - 
Dumfries  •    • 
Durham  -    - 
Elgin  -    -    . 
Essex  -    -     • 
Fife    -     .     • 
Flint        -    • 
Forfar      -     - 
Glamorgan     - 
Gloucester     - 
Hants       .     - 
Hereford  -    - 
Hertford   -     - 
Huntingdon   - 
Inverness 
Kent  ... 
Kincardine     - 
Kinross    •    • 
Kirkcudbright 
Lanark    -    - 
Lancaster 
Leicester  -    - 
Lincoln    •    . 
Linlithgow    • 
Lothian,  East 
D>thian,Mrd(co.) 
LothianyMidCci.) 
London     -     - 
Middlesex. 
Man,  Isle  of  . 
Merioneth 
Monmouth    • 
Montguiiiery  • 
Nairn       -    - 
Norfolk  .    . 


8s  10 
X889 
5p6£ 

4385 
14^ 

3511 
6721 
18x0 
2709 
5557 
79* 

10(0 

4991 
1858 

377X 

2329 

10917 

396 

3*79 

395 
7160 

3641 

9241 

181 14 

6347 
1377 
3442 
7787 
H33 
xii>79 

394« 
2361 
4627 
5049 
12845 
12022 

4945 
6088 
2069 

3159 
I2319 

1475 

37* 

997 

8154 

39210 

.  6749 
I0449 

738 

49* 

a539 

2519 

7241 

*4^*5' 

1609 
4'-36 
3426- 

2X2 

»57*7 


tin 


'^n  1 

1784 

73.88 

2585 

3x62 

120 

X46C 

3^6 

779 

*499 

17*9 

X7*9 

»33 

»37 

95* 

XX76 

6215 

10989 

X280 

288 

1*0 

XX30 

X58A 

560a 

4458 

»I7 

«357 

IH 

'1^ 

'944 

X10& 

90* 

4 

96 

678 

X582 

5216-^ 
86x7 

58x4 

X77f 

2309 

*457 

734 

317 

xt6o 

i*« 

445 

2505 

1471 

337 

67 

X42 

673 

67* 

2605 

i*9S. 

^6 

17X 

"41 

2448 

8895 

6034 

1893 

35^ 

X353 

^ 

^75 

X005 

— 

480 

4« 

64 

x6o 

294 

X649 

— 

9*5 

84 

X14 

XX89 

2669 

8260. 

— 

X404 

333 

X104 

44S 

794 

280^ 

489  . 

.  618 

224 

3 '5 

Ul 

X225 

4862 

1'^' 

371 

X79 

3^57 

939 

X98X 

<^3» 

1394 

75 

195 

2.386 

5807 

X5689 

7*xx 

2641 

499 

2384 

77 

209 

678 

— 

.. 

3 

*55 

626 

1470 

4830 

445 

4998 

x4» 

690 

2178 

2814 

12363 

^V 

43»<> 

X98 

844 

J^ 

88 

510 

180 

«09 

8 

31 

187'? 

2092 

8556 

16x5 
518 

76 

t88 

706 

868 

930 

3987 

I 

X2 

X07 

J996 

3785 

1*9*4 

14985 

3»9 

3^3 

*'79 

3457 

5675 

*3855 

X5919 

103 1 2 

1308 

4674 

X503 

2469 

9747 

4353 

2306 

45» 

159a 

1'^ 

367 

1714 

7'6 

554 

7 

161 

677 

842 

3409 

— ■ 

43 

408 

1816 

3047 

X0873 

XIOI 

6325 

900 

X768 

368 

300 

1980 

— 

717 

57 

267 

2838 

5087 

X6439 

339i 

3916 

5°4 

2835 

P' 

xu6 

6269 

3673 

3035 

I7X 

X092 

640 

921 

2498 

718 

2^6l 

x*8 

270 

X060 

X230 

8019 

X021 

1238 

126 

735 

X268 

2.55 

6286 

X4441 

*34 

53 

250 

3^x2 

5217 

'3546 

X7440 

390 

6x18 

3099 

4190 

H537 

18457 

241a 

';76 

2813 

'574 

X130 

591* 

3494 

502 

283 

X030 

1421 

*578' 

8174 

6618 

447 

240 

X23* 

39j 

1079 

3357 

753 

71S 

1*5  ' 

646 

436 

1*5? 

4776 

830 

93 

163 

3159 

487* 

17^579 
1891 

4*33 

H373 

566 

4M7 

4*2 

360 

»397 

z66 

10 

307 

X24 

67 

549 

— 

18 

^   5* 

X3r 

334 

274 

X56T 

— 

906 

95 

263 

2226 

3548 

X4689 

73$^ 

7997 

2*097 

62231 

*77*8 

X3846 

X053 

14782 

1780 

29*8 

-9358 

8755 

918  ^ 

445 

2211 

3161 

4543 

14795 

5122 

4968 

789 

3080 

x8r 

•223 

x,58 

541 

450 

33 

*35 

86 

x8i 

1020 

^037 

685 

,  44 

435 

534 
833 

XOiq 

4041 

— 

97 

376 

867 

3824 

XOII 

*353 

130 

X084 

2621 

2766 

9848 

95: 

7<557 

5*3 

246 

9949 

X2i:?8 

44596- 

91299 

X3200- 

-  X200 

6*35 

479 

531 

X673 

'   396 

260 

»39 

X18 

1330 

Xf79 

3609 

U57 

.» 

— . 

643 

759 

354« 

X867 

X 

5 

140 

66 

87 

43  T 

767 

473 

30 

26 

31*8 

7*84 

23186 

15458 

3019 

813 

37i9 

3f 


»59 

4* 


365 

51 

3 


2 
•  2  • 
so 

3 


r 

33 
8 

49 


7 
35 
59 
55 


38 


23 
'5 

2 


1252^ 

112 

*62 


33 
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isdii]        PARL.  ACCOUNTS.-^mat  Britain SwUknswm  RMs^  &c.         [Wr 

AbitncU  of  the  Subbitisiom  Ro^ls  ia  Great  BHtetoi    mtiijuud. 


*l 

^1 

*l 

I' 

Army,    Marines, 
Volunteer  Corps, 
Sea  FcAcibles. 

|l?a 

1 

KorthamptoQ 

«S7» 

•557 

2829 

10295 

5494 

4H9 

4>5 

1210 

V 

Korthumberlaod 

4«4» 

1269 

1588 

75»3 

69i6 

*93 

1066 

»7i 

Koetinghanl  • 

8J47 

1815 

*|68 

12111 

3079 

1916 

*94 

2126 

f 

Oxford     -    - 

6s«j 

164* 

1269 

8873 

8184 

•» 

36 

188 

— 

Orkney  IcZeilaiid 

— 

.— 

•— 

..« 

— 

Peebles     .    . 

h3 

»55 

140 

7o« 

3»5 

460 

II 

96 

I 

Pembroke     • 

*7JJ 

53 1 

955 

3996 

737 

t83 

4'4 

I 

ftrth       -    - 

7«3« 

10*4 

1273 

9238 

86^ 

!i* 

374 

I02i 

T 

Radnor     .    - 

«S«4 

Kl 

4«7 

1441 

8 

.. 

— 

Renfrew  •    - 

3»S» 

766 

'1" 

5306 

—* 

«47 

40 

StS 

7 

Ross  .     .    . 

»'4» 

^tl 

820 

3215 

4*89 

394 

«7i 

426 

t 

Roxburgh 

:^i 

586 

53* 

25*7 

3507 

too 

53 

549 

— 

Rutland    .    - 

ae9 

475 

1337 

1269 

18a 

102 

213 

5 

Salop.    -    . 

10853 

aSia 

355' 

12580 

3981 

2971 

380 

2166 

ij 

Selkirk    .    - 

373 

88 

98 

¥>• 

464 

150 

to 

SI 

I 

Somerset  -    - 

T4644 

2896 

4905 

»7433 

9035 
*8497 

8249 

611 

3224 

5 

Stafford    -    . 

13156 

3*9^ 

6258 

19141 

780 

430 

3595 

45 

Stirling  >    - 

2904 

7M 

831 ' 

3421 

ai35 

4*1 

«9 

5" 

I 

Sofiblk     .    . 

1*39* 

2227 

4817 

18016 

11217 

2195 

299 

2401 

21 

Sutherland     - 

1616 

741 

5»« 

555 

— 

1080 

104 

.— 

— 

Siurey      -    - 

ifxo9 

3909 

5062 

19231 

1846 

10337 

530 

4533 

31 

Sussex      -    - 

39^6 

2029 

3947 

12627 

9510 

3109 

503 

2/09 

^l 

Tower  Hamlets 

235» 

3730 

10117 

2951 

III 

1:89 

iiiS 

Warwick       - 

IC689 

2743 

4SH 

»7757 

11644 

213 

2962 

9 

Westminster  -' 

Included 

in  Middlciex.            | 

Westmoreland 

1334 

'    439 

410 

2426 

2702 

3 

'     t8 

X 

•    I 

Wight,  Isle  of 

619 

H5 

285 

1232 

1223 

*435 

128 

4 

Wigtown 

1530 

Ho 

369 

1962 

141 7 

137 

46 

.65 

— 

WUts       -    . 

9760 

2188 

3540 

13829 

'2334 

909 

467 

Ty 

17 

Worcester      - 

8537 

1846 

1743 

1069 

3739 

216 

»4» 

11 

York,(northrid.) 

94S« 

a3*» 

2588 
2828 

11032 

764a 

1356 

367 

1459 

6 

York,  (east  rid.) 

7688 

1886 

9984 

2584 

803 

479 

581 

1 

York,  (west  rid.) 

si^sy 

6624 

13792 

50854 

9980 

1396 

1440 

7562 

li 

ComwallStanner. 

2079 

365 

764 

3391 

— 

38 

69 

"" 

Total    . 

552619 

138751 

345653 

794*9«     1 

482761 

176780 

29878 

118322 

^ 

An  Account  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Transports,  taken  up  by  the  Board  for  the 
Purpose  of  taking  on  board  any  Part  of  the  Hanoverian  Army,  and  of  the  Expense  at- 
tending the  same  j  a1so»  an  Account  of  tiie  Dates  of  the  first  Order  to  the  Board  on  this 
Occasion,  of  the  Orders  for  the  SaHtng  of  the  Whole,  or  any  Part  of  the  said  Transports, 
and  of  the  Orders,  if  any,  for  countermanding  the  Sailing  thereof. — Dated  Transport  Office, 
X4th  May  1804. 


Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

EipeMc. 

Thirty-six. 

Six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty. 

11062    9   1 

These  ships  were  hired,  in  pttmiance  of  an  order  from  the  Right  Honourably  Lord  Hobart,  dated  the  x8tb  M^ 
1803.  The  whole  of  them  were  fitted  with  accommodations  for  troops,  vionalkd,  waierod,  manned,  and  W«<  ^ 
assembled  at  the  Note,  on  the  12th  of  Jun^,  rr^dy  for  conToy* 
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XV] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— ,yr;//>  rf  Rcsazr. 


[Ixvi 


I  An  Account  of  the  Mfn  for  the  Royal  Army  of  Reserve,  in  each  Month  dncc  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  Act  passed  for  that  Purpose  ;  of  the  Number  of  the  same  who  have  engaged 

«  for  general  Service,  and  of  the  Number  of  ballotted  Men  and  Substitutes  who  have  been  enrol- 
led for  the  said  Army ;  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained, — Dated  Inspector  General's 
Officcy  i^  May  1804. 

I.    ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


PERIODS. 

0  ' 

S 

8 
1 

Number  rejected, 
discharged, 
claimed  by  civil  Law, 
&c  &c.            1 

•t5      ; 

1  i 

Hi. 

Number 

of 

effective 

Men. 

•c    .      i 

■S.S 

Number  v'»luntecied 

lor  general  Service, 

included 

in  the  Eficctivcs. 

1st  August          -     1803     - 

1st  September 

1st  October 

1st  November 

1st  December 

IK  January         *     1804    ~ 
1st  February       -    - 

jst  April    -        -    - 

ist  May     -        -    - 

103 

>9453 

5»68 

2117 

1496 

956 

647 

707 

673 

45« 

31758 

2531 
29227 

212 
26c 

374 
172 
101 
1 11 
205 
82 

235 
1752 

2 
36 
74 
H 
83 
81 
67 
58 
45 

18 
1473 

37« 

259 

181 

186    - 

147 

24^ 

105 

85 
17766 

3740 

1298 

981 

283 

288 

53 

I  25359 

2273 
23086 

33795 
16029 
12289 
1 099 1 

ICOIO 

/4»9 
9>50 
8862 

8574 
8521 

1747 
2014 

2747 
706 

235 
565 
348 
874 

Total     -    -    - 

530 

4»»7 

8521     1     923^ 

Number  of  ballotted  men   - 
Number  of  subititutes 

-  "^ 

-  25a 

-  6141 

n.    SCOTLAND. 


i^t  Augun         -    1803*  - 

1st  September     -    - 

1st  October 

ist  November     -' - 

i!.t  December     -    - 

1st  Janu"*ry          -     1804     - 
ist  February        *    - 

isi  April    -         -    - 

1st  May      -        -    ' — r    - 

2.,«4 

999 
359 
227 
252 
2'5 
234 
»93 
74 

8 
4 
3 
52 
12 
7 

»4 

53 

8 

1 

1 
1 
I 
2 

2 
3 

lOI 

77 
53 
32 
20 
21 
25 

25 
10 

2874 
9»7 
302 
142 
218 
187 
J  93 
112 

56 

5001 

3TI6 

2209 
1907 
1765 
1547 
1360 
1167 
1055 
999 

4»x 

37f 

i;6 

63 

Total 

5537 

294 
5243 

i6i 

II 

364 

995 

971 

Number  ballotted        -        .        - 
Number  substitutes    -        -        - 

8 
-      525 

-    - 

286 
4715 

IIL 

IRELAND. 

1st  August 

-     18C3     -        - 

.^ 

1,^  _ 

^^ 

_       1 





1st  September 

1508 

— 

— 

22    ; 

1486 

8514 

• 

1st  October 

2Z4t 

25 

— 

153 

2063 

6451 

_ 

1st  November 

-    - 

1367 

32 

— 

200    1 

i»35 

5316 

— 

itt  December 

. 

I0y9 

37 

— 

140 

922 

4394 

— 

J  St  January 

-     1804    - 

658 

19 

1 

176 

462 

3932 



1st  February 

• ^ 

497 

20 

— . 

1S7 

360 

3572- 

1444 

I9t  March 

/ 

330 

18 

34 

201 

77 

3495 

2+ 

lit  April     . 

-    — ..—    - 

282 

*5 

3 

52 

202 

3293 

191 

1st  May 

Total    - 

2»5 

27* 

10 

109 

69 

6776 

4« 

3224 

140 

8197 

203 

48 

1170 

3214 

1799 

r  Ballotted 

•     •    « 

N.  B.  Number  of  effective  men 

•    •    . 

-  i  Substitutes 

.    -    - 

6i;28 

L 

LRec 

ruited 

-    .    - 

200 

Vol.  II. — JjtpendiK. 
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Ixvii]      PARL.  ACCOUNTS,— East  IvDi^s.-^-E.  LCmfmy'sCUim^  tffe.        [IkviH 

Particulars  of  the  Account,  made  up  to  the  xst  March  x8o4»  by  which  the  East  Ii^dia 
Company  claims  from  Government  the  Sum  of  £.4018000. — Dated  East  Indim  Uoosc, 
a7th  June  1804. 


213681 
106127 
443 2<o 


D'  Government  in  Account  carrent  with  the  Ea&t 
India  Company;  estimated  to  ist  Mar^h  1804. 

To  expenses  of  the  intended  expedition  to        £, 
Mauritius  in  1794        ^*        —        — 

To  D^  of  the  expedition  to  the  Cape  \a 
i794-5»  &c.     —        —        —        — . 

To  D**  of  the  Intended  expedition  to  Ma- 
nilla in  1797      —        — .        —        — 

To  D*  of  the  capture  and  possession  of 
Ceylon,  and  the  Dutch  settlements  to 
the  east w aid,  including  subsistence  of 
prisoners  to  1802  —        —        —  3 1 3^59 1 

To  D°  of  the  capture  and  possession  of 
French  and  Dutch  settlements  on  the 
penitisula,  including  subsistence  of  pri- 
soners to  i8o2v  —        —        — 

To  purcliasc  of  vessels  for  His  Majesty's  fleet 
in  India ;  stores  supplied,  &c.  tu  i8co 

To  estimated  expense  of  King's  troops  in 
India,  bcyoixd  the  number  authorized  by 
acts  of  Pailiament        —        —        —    559114 

^^•551979^ 


N.  B.  Interest  at  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum^  to  the 
1st  March  1804,  is  included  above. 


1013995 
43024 


C 


£. 


By  cash  received,  including  interest  at  4/. 
per  cent,  per  annbib,  to  the  ist  March 
1804      —        —        •«        — .        —  1501666 


By  estimated  balance,  x  st  March  1 804       40 1 8 1  zS 


^^•5519792 


N.  B  There  are  claims  upon  theCompany»  fiom 
the  office  of  His  Majesty's  Paymaster-geneialy  for 
charges  relative  to  the  King's  troops  in  India, 
amounting,  \o  24th  December  last,  to  1285248/., 
but  the  Company's  claims  on  Government  for  the 
expenses  of  the  army  sent  from  India  to  Egypt  will 
probably  amount  to  upwards  of  2000000/- 


Statement  of  the  annual  estimated  Cost  and  Charges,  and  Sale  Amount  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Sales  in  England,  ftx)m  the  Year  ending  ist  March  1799*  ^^  '^  March  18049 
respectively ;  distinguishing  the  India  from  the  China  Goods. — Dated  East  India  House«  3d 
July  1804. 


iWdia. 

CHINA. 

TOTAL,  INDIA  and  CHINA. 

Cost  and  Charges. 

» 

Sale  Amount, 

Cost  and  Charges. 

Sale  Amount. 

Cost  and  Charges. 

■   ■» 

Sale  Amount. 

1799 
1800 
I80I 
1802 
1603 
1804 

^^42098x0 

2948 >7< 
3280043 
2179991 
1846357 
1943920 

^•4663390 

35M94 
3078800 
3086943 

2289274 
2236396 

J^-2772373 
3060046 

219  >  9250 
2822722 
2909118 
z9SOk:o^ 

^.365«83 
3 79498 i 
3616381 

3539404 
3753252 
3<i29677 

/.6982183 
6008222 
6199293 
5002713 
4755475 
4893929 

£.8315673 
7359676 

75951S' 
6626347 
6042526 
586^5073 

An  Accotint  of  the  Cash  belonging  to  the  Separate  Fund  of  the  East  India  Company,  fK>m 
the  Year  1793  inclusive  to  the  ist  March  1804 ;  and  of  all  Appropriations  or  Payments  made 
from  that  Fund  in  the  same  Period. — ^Dated  East  India  House,  loth  July  1804. 

£-      s.  d. 
Amount  of  separate  fund  on  the  T St  March  1793         —        .—        —       —        —  467896     7    4 

Add  -  -  Amount  of  accumulated  interest,  from  iSt  March  1793  to  ist  March  ^8o4,  at  4A 

per  cent,  psx  annuiti  on  sums  remaining  after  the  paynaent  of  eveiy  half  year's  dividend      203 1 23  x  7    6 

J&.671020    4  10 
D:duct  -  -  Additional  dividend  of  half  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  paid  thereont,  as  per 

act  of  Geo.  Ill:  ca^.  5a        —        —        —        --1        —        -^*-..--  f^36o    o    o  ![ 

Amount  of  separate  fund  ist  March  18C4      — .       -4       — ^       -i.       «.       •^       J^  3435^    4^  10 
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UiJc] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS— W^sT  luDi^s.—Importu 


[hx 


An  Account  of  all  West  India  Produce  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the  5th  of 
Jan.  1803  to  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804  ;  the  latest  Period  to  .which  the  Account  can  be  made 
up  5  distinguishing  the  several  Kinds  of  such  Produce,  and  the  Value  thereof,  with  the 
Duty  pai^  or  pafaWe  thereon. — ^Daled  Injector  Gencrars  Office,  15th  June  1804. 


Quantity. 


Official  or  rated 
Value. 


Duty  received 
within  the  Year. 


Alpes 
Arrow-root 


Cocoa  — 
CqfFcc  - 
Ginger,  dry 


-,  preserved         - 


Gum  guaiacum 
Juice  of  limes 
Marmalade 
Molasses 
OU,  castor 


Pepper,  Cayenne 
Pimento  — 


Shrufi*     - 

Spirit?,  rum 
— — ,  shrub 


Succads  - 

Sugar      - 

Tamarinds 

TortoiseshcU 

Turmeric 


rBrarillctto 
Fustic        —        - 
"i  J  Lignum  vitae       - 


Logwood 

Mahogany, British  plantation 
Nicoragua  -        -        - 


Wool,  cotton,  British  plantation 


Lb. 

23874 

31851 

Cwt;.  qr.  lb. 

4685  3  14 

i'0075  3  H 

2554  I  3 

Lb. 

12434 

6464 

Gallone. 

26r37 

Lb. 

6076 

Cvvi.  qr.  lb. 

2607  o  16 

Lh.    GalU 

49080  &  S95 

Lb. 

^393 

1 166314 

Cwc.  qr.  lb. 

3^4  o  7 

Gallons. 

4048258 

2752 

Lb. 

2^385  . 
Cwt.   qr.  lb. 
3087819   3' 22 
Lb. 
I16557 
14883 
17188 
Tons.  cwt.  q.  lb. 
25  7  3  22 
16 
o 
5 


26 

760 
127C3 
4058  14 

7«4    5 


Lb. 

7266490 


£.         i.    d. 

348     3     3 

4219     7    o 

1 1 608     7  10 

I43185I    II      o 

3192  16  II 


520    9 
969  12 

1749    8 

455  14 

1694  12; 

5284    I 


287    6  4 

29467  10  o 

973  13  5 

370182     3  7 

537     5  9 

1469  19  o 

4221110    7  6' 

770    o  10 

2i^i  17  o 

168     7  8 

171     I  3 

22962   17  I 

3426  17  6 

146562  17  6 

41631   15  2 

7059  16  X 

^73539  19  5 


6585597  19    5 


751 
148 

1730 

4^359 
2016 

450 
224 

600 

144 

800 

135a 

158 
18324 


s,  d. 
5    6 

4  3 

8  8 
14  5 
I*    3 

8  4 
3  i« 

17  o 
13    9 

O   II 

16  II  ' 

16    4 

5  6 


3^5    7    9 


131968 
176. 

1012 

3078255 

1225 

1343 
186 

»5 
2031 

620 

3467 
15904 

579 


8     I 

o*   z 

14  10 

6  5 

19  6 
10  4 
16    3 

13     z 

7  10 
16    o 

2       6 

19  10 
i6     7 


35504  •  9    o 


3345670  i6    o 


An  Account  of  all  Imports  into  Great  Britain  from  the  West  India  Coloniis,  in  the 
three  last  Years,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  up ;  distinguishing  each  Year. — ^Dated 
Inapector  General's  Office,  15th  June  1804.  / 


1801. 

1802. 

1803. 

British  West  India  Colonics  (including  Trinidad) 
Conquered  Islands  (exclusive  of  Trinidad)      - 

£.       s,     d. 
6759617  13    4 
4105839  19    4 

£.          s.      d. 

7293316  17   I 

2699504    4    9 

£.        s,    d. 

5786432    6    0 

362014  16     7 

Total  -    £. 

f 

10865457  12    8 

9902821     I   10 

6148447    2     7 
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LIST  OF  ACTS 

Pasted  In  the  prtscnt  Sessim  of  ParliaMatt^  and  in  the  44/^  Year  rf  the  Reign  tf  His  fret 
Majesty^  Gevrge  III. ;  containing  those  passed  since  the  Eeuter  Recess^  March  29,  i8o< 
with  the  Date  of  their  meettng  the  Royal  Assent.  (For  the  Acts  pa^ed  previous  to  ti 
£aster  ReoesSy  sec  Vol.  I.  pp.  383  and  1175.) 

Chap.  31!  An  Act  for  empoweritig  Htt  Majesry,  for 
a  Time  and  to  an  Eitcnt  therein  limited,  to  accept  the 
Services  of  such  Parts  of  his  Militia  Forces  in  Ireland  a« 
rnay  voluntarily  o^  il)cmscl\-es  to  be  employed'  in 
Great  Britain.     \x^  May.] 

33.  An  Act  tor  empowering  His  Majesty  to  direct 
the  Augmentation  of  his  MiHria  Forces  in  Ireland,  to  an 
Extent  therein  limited.   [3d  May.] 

34.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act»  passed  in  the  last  Sc*-> 
stou  of  Parliament,  for  jraking  Pro\i$ion  for  the  Wi%cs 
and  Famirics  of  MilUia-mcn  in  Ireland.     [5d  May.] 

35.  An  Act  to  amend  and  continue  several  Laws  re- 
lating to  the  allowing  llie  Importation  of  Rape  Seed  and 
other  Seeds  used  for  extracting  Oil,  whenever  the  Prices 
of  middling  British  Rape  Seed  shall  be  above  a  certain 
Limit ;  to  the  allowing  the  Importation  of  Seal  Skins 
cured  with  foreign  Salt,  free  of  Duty,  to  the  24th  June 
1809 ;  and  to  the  Encoun^ement  of  the  Greenland 
Whale  Fisheries,  to  the  iftb  Dec.  1806  ;  and  to  con- 
tinue several  Laws  relating  to  the  allowing  the  Use  of  Salt, 
Duty  free,  in  the  preserting  of  Fish  in  Bulk  or  in  Bar; 
rels ;  and  to  the  discontinuing  the  Bounty  payable  on 
White  Herrings  exported,  to  t^ie  25th  March  1809  ;  ro 
the  permitting  Sir  William  Bishap,  George  Bishop,  and 
Argles  Bishop,  tn  carry  on  the  Manufacture  of  Maid> 
stone  Geneva,  to  the  5th  July  1809;  and  to  the  Ad- 
mission to  Entry  of  Oil  and  Blubber  of  Newfoundland, 
taken  by  His  Majesty's  Subjects  carrying  on  the  Fibhery 
from  and  residing  in  the  said  Island,  to  25th  Dec.  1805. 

36.  An  Act  It)  amend  and  continue,  until  the  25th 
March  1807,  ^  much  of  an  Act,  made  in  the  41st 
Year  of  His  present  Majesty,  as  relates  to  allowing  Pbnt- 
Aion  Sugar  to  be  waiehoused.     [3d  May.] 

37.  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  passed  in 
tbc  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  granting  to  His  Ma- 
jesty a  Contribution  on  Profits  arising  from  Property, 
Profesaons,  Trades,  and  Offices,  as  requires  Attornies, 
Agents,  and  Factors,  to  retain  and  pay  the  Duties  charp.c- 
ab!e  upon  public  Annuities  \  and  to  extend  the  Times  for 
hearing  Appeals  on  A'^sessraents  or  Surcharges  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  Act.     [3d  May.] 

38.  An  Act  for  increasing  the  Rates  of  Subsistence 
ti  be  paid  lo  Innkeepers  and  others  on  quartering  Sol- 
diers.    [3d  May.] 

39.  An  Act  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and 
Clothing  of  the  Miliria  in  Great  Britain  for  the  Year 
X804.     [3d  May.] 

40..  An  Act  to  renve  and  further  continue,  unril  the 
«5rh  March  1805,  and  amend  so  much  of  an  Act, 
made  in  the  39th  and  401  h  Years  of  His  precenl  Majesty, 
as  grants  certain  Allowances  to  Adjutants  and  Sfrjeant- 
inajors  of  the  Militia  of  England,  disembodied  under  an 
Act  of  the  «am<  Session  of  Pariiament.    [3d  May.] 

41.  An  Act  for  defraying,  until  the  15th  March 
1805,  Tire  Charge  of  the  Pay  and  Clothing  of  the  Vi't* 
litia  of  Ireland  j  for  holding  Courts  Martial  on  Sc»  jeanr- 
majors,  Setjeants,  Corporals,  and  Drummers,  for  Of- 
fences committed  during  the  Time  such  Militia  shall  not 
be  embodied ;  Jind  for  making  Allowances,  in  certain 
Cases,  to  Subaltern  Ofiicers  of*thc  $aid  Militia  during 
Peace,  [jd  May.] 
42.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act,  made  in  the  4id  Year 


I  of  Hii  Majesty,  to  aqnend  the  Laws  for  d)e  better  Rc^ 
latkm  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  of  Ireland.  [3d  Maj/ 

43.  An  Act  Co  enforce  the  due  Observance  of  tl 
Canons  and  Robrick  respecting  the  Ages  of  Persons 
be  admitted  into  tbc  sacred  Orders  of  Deacon  and  Piie 
[3d  May.] 

44.  An  Act  to  exempt  Vessels  in  the  NewfoonB]: 
Trade  from  the  Provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  h 
Session  of  Parliament,  for  regulating  Vesseb  canjii 
Passengers  from  the  United  States.  •   Rd  May.] 

45«  An  Act  for  raising  the  Sum  of  Eight  Milliossl 
Loans  or  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  Service  of  Great  Sn 
tain  for  the  Year  1804.     [3d  May.] 

46.  An  Act  for  raising  the  Sum  of  One  Million  Fif 
Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  by  Loans  or  Exch«juc 
Bills,  for  the  Service  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Year  1S04 
L3d  May.] 

47.  An  Act  for  raising  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  Milfic 
Five  Hundred  Thousand  PVunds  by  way  of  Annuiik: 
[16th  May.] 

48.  An  Act  forraiang  a  certain  Sum  of  Monejl; 
way  of  Annuities  or  Debentures,  for  the  ScrvioCof  Irt* 
land.     [i6th  May.] 

49.  An  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty,  until  T«f« 
Months  after  the  Ratification  of  a  dcfinirive  Trcaiyci 
Peace,  additional  Duties  of  Excise  on  Wine  imported  inia 
Great  Britain.     [i6th  May.] 

50.  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue^  until  the  Ratifi* 
cation  of  a  dcfiniti\'c  Treaty  of  Peace,  an  Act,  made  in 
the  last  Session  of  Pariiament,  for  providing  for  the  iii!« 
speedy  Completion  of  ^the  Esublishment  of  Officers  in  the 
Militia  of  Great  Britain  j  aixd  for  facilitating  the  fillii>5 
up  of  Vacancies  tisercin.     [i6rh  May.] 

5  f .  An  Act  for  making  Allowances,  in  certain  Case, 
to  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Great  Britain  whik 
disembodied.    [i6th  May.] 

52.  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  so  much  of  an  Act, 
passed  in  the  34th  Year  of  His  present  Majesty,  as  it- 
lates  to  the  .\mount  of  the  Sums  to  i)e  paid  by  Perw^ 
compounding  for  the  Performance  of  the  Statute  D# 
[i6th  May.] 

53.  An  Act  for  granring  to  His  Majesty,  during  [If 
present  War,  and  for  Six  Months  after  ibe  Expiratio" 
thereof  by  the  Ratification  of'  a  definitive  Treaty  « 
Peace,  additional  Dut'cs  on  the  Import.^tion  of  «rt^'" 
Goods,  Wares, -and  Merchandise,  into  Great  Britai«»  • 
and  on  Goods,  Ware:,  and  Merchandise,  brovght  or 
carried  coastwise,  within  Great  Briuin.     [18th  May-] 

54.  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Provisww 
of  the  several  Acts  reiaring  to  Corp)  of  Yeoroaniya" 
Volunteers  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  make  further  R«* 
gulations  relating  thereto,     [srblune.]  . 

55.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  preventing  the  S.iko' 
exctseable  Liquors  in  Scotland  by  Persons  not  duly  if 
censed  ;  and  for  altering  the  Times  of  granting  Licenses 
to  sell  such  exciscable  Liquors  by  RetaiL     [5th  June] 

56.  An  Act  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  per- 
manent additional  Force  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm; 
and  to  provide  for  augmenting  His  Majesty's  f^'5 
Forces  j  and  for  the  gradual  Reduction  of  the  Miliu*  «» 
England.     [29th  June.] 

5  7.  An  Act  to  exempt  from  Dutieson  Export  all  Linen* 
ofthc  Manufacture  of  the UnitcdKingdoOL  [a9th ]«««•/ 
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58.  An  Act  for  directing  certain  Public  Accounts 
of  Ireland  to  be  laid  annually  betbce  Pailiament. 

[29th  June.] 

59.  An  Act  to  indemnify  ScHcitots,  Attomies,  and 
others,  who  have  neglected  to  enter  Certificates 
within  the  Time  liniited  by  an  Act  made  in  the 
37th  Year  of  His  present  Majesty ;  and  to  amend  so 
much  of  the  said  Act  as  relates  to  the  entering  such 
Certificates.    [z9th  June.] 

60.  An  Act  for  the  preventing  of  Bribery  and 
Corruption  in  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Aylesbury,  in  the 
County  of  Buckingham.     [29th  June.] 

61.  An  Act  to  amend  two  Acts,  made  in  the 
1 8th  and  39tn  Years  of  His  present  Majesty,  for  the 
erecting  a  Court  House  for  the  holding  of  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  in  the  City  of  Westminster ;  and  for 
purchasing  certain  Buildings  and  Grounds  between 
St.  Margaret  Street,  Union  Street,  and  King  Street; 
in  the  said  City,  for  the  Use  of  the  Public.  [a9th 
June:] 

6a.  An  Act  for  making  further  Provision  for  mak- 
ing and  maintaining  an  Inland  Navigation,  cora- 
monly-ealled  the  Caledonian  Canal,  from  the  Eastern 
«o  the  Western  Sea  by  Inverness  to  Foit  William, 
in  Scotland.     [29^1  June.] 

63.  An  Act  for  vesting  the  capital  Messuage, 
with  the  Appurtenances,  situate  in  Kevin  Street,  in 
the  City  of  Dublin,  called  the  Palace  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  at  Saint  Sepulchre's,  in  His  Ma- 
jesty, his  Heirs  and  Successors ;  and  for  applying 
the  Purchase-money,  together  with  another  Sum 
therein  mentioned,  in  Manner/ and  for  the  Purposes 
therein  mentioned.  [29th  June  ] 
.  64.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the  1st  of  July 
1805,  the  Operation  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament,  to  suspend  Proceedings  in 
Actions,  prosecutions,  and  Proceedings  under  cer- 
tain Acts  relating  to  the  Woollen  Manufacture ;  and 
also  under  an  Act  of  the  Reign  of  Gucen  Elizabeth, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  certain  Persons  em- 
ployed or  concerned  in  the  said  Manufacture.  [30th 
June] 

65.  An  Act  to  continue  until  ist  July  1805,  *^ 
Act  passed  in  the  last  Session,  for  continuing  two 
Acts,  the  one  passed  in  the  4  2d  of  His  Majesty,  for 
regulating  the  Prices  at  which  Grain,  Meal,  and 
Flour,  may  be  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ire- 
land, and  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
other,  made  in  the  last  Session,  for  permitting  the 
Exportation  of  Seed  Corn  from  Great  Britain  to 
Ireland,  and  the  Importation  of  Malt  into  Great 
Britain  fiom  Ireland.  [3d  Jujy.] 

66.  An  Act  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
permanent  additional  Force  for  the  Defence  of  the 
ilealm,  and  to  provide  for  augmenting  His  MajestyV 
regular  Forces;  and  for  the  gradual  Reduction  of 
the  Milkia  of  Scotland.  [loth  July.] 

67.  An  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty,  until 
25th  March  1805,  certain  Duties  on  the  Importa- 
tion of  the  Goods,  &c.  herein  mentioned,  into  Ire- 
land, and  aUo  certain  Duties  of  Excise  on  Spirits, 
Malt,  and  Tobacco,  in  Ireland ;  and  for  the  In- 
crease of  certain  public  Revenues  in  Ireland,  by 
making  the  same  payable  m  British  Currency. 
£ioth  July.] 

68.  An  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty  certain 
$tan)p  Duties  in  Ireland    [loth  July.] 

69.  An  Act  to  amend  the  I.aws  for  regulating  the 
Liner.  Manufacture  of  Ireland,  [loth  July] 

70.  An  Act  to  enable  His  Majesty  to  authorize 
the  Expur cation  of  the  Machinery  ncccfiiry  for 


erecting  a  Mint  in  the  Dominions  of  the  King  ^ 
Denmark*  [loth  July.] 

'ju  An  Act  to  prev<:nt  the  Counterfeiting  of  S'dver 
Coin  issued  by  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  called  Dollars,  and  Silver  Coia 
which  may  be  issued  by  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  called  Tokens.  [loth 
July] 

7z.  An  Act  for  allowing  the  Sale  of  certain  Ease 
India  Prize  Goods  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool.  [loth 
July.] 

73.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  of  Great  Britain  to  issue  Exchequer 
Bills  on  the  Credit  of  such  Aids  or  Supplies  as  hav«  . 
been  or  shall  be  granted  by  Parliament^  the  Ser- 
vice of  G.  Brit,  for  1804.  [loth  July.] 

74.  An  Act  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
permanent  additional  Force  to  be  raised  in  Ireland* 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm,  and  to  provide  foe 
augmenting  the  regular  Forces.  [14th  July.] 

75.  An  Act  for  enabling  Subjects  of  foreign  States 
to  enlist  as  Soldiers  in  His  M^esty*s  Service,  and  fpr 
enabling  His  Majesty  to  grant  Commissions  to 
Subjects  of  foreign  States  to  serve  as  Officers  or  at 
Engineers,  under  certain  Restrictions.  [^4th  JulyJ 

76;  An  Act  for  settling  and  securing  a  certain  An- 
nuity on  the  Viscountess  Kilwarden,  and  on  the 
Family  of  the  late  Lord  Kilwarden.  [14th  July.] 

77.  An  Aci  to  render  valid  certain  Marriages  so- 
lemnized in  certain  Churches  and  Chapels  in  whi«li 
Banns  had  not  usually  been  published  before,  on,  or 
at  the  Time  of  passing  an  Act,  made  in  the  26th  of 
George  II.  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  the  better  prevent- 
ing of  clandestine  Marriages.'   ri4th  July.] 

78.  An  Act  for  making  Compensation  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  certain  Lands  and  Hereditaments  situate 
at  Weedon  Beck>  in  the  County  of  Northampton* 
purchased  for  the  Service  of  His  Majesty*s  Ordnance. 
[14th  July.] 

79.  An  Act  to  vest  certain  Messuages,  Lands,  lee* 
in  Trustees,  for  better  securing  His  Majesty's  Docks^ 
Ships,  and  Stores,  at  Chatham,  and  for  the  Use  of 
His  Majesty's  Ordnance  at  Warley  Common  and 
Woolwich.  [14th  July.] 

80.  An  Act  for  the  better  Support  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Household,  and  of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  for  pre- 
venting Accumulation  of  Arrears  in  the  Payments 
out  of  the  Civil  List  Revenues.  [20th  July.] 

81.  An  Act  for  enabling  His  Majesty  to  raise  the 
Sum  of  2,500,000/.  for  the  Use  and  Purposes  therein 
mentioned.  [20th  July.] 

82.  An  Act  to  obviate  certain  Inconveniences 
which  have  been  experienced  in  the  Accountant- 
general's  Office  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
Execution  of  an  Act  for  granting  a  Contribution  on 
the  Profits  arising  from  Property,  Professions, 
Trades,  and  Offices.  [20th  July.] 

83.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Appointment  of 
Commissioners  to  act  in  the  Execution  of  an  Act 
for  granting  to  His  Majesty  a  Contribution  on  the 
Profits  arising  from  Property,  Proifessions,  Trades, 
and  Offices.   [20th  July  J 

84.  An  Act  to  permit  certain  Persons  in  the  Office 
of  Ordnance,  and  the  GLuarter-master  General,  to 
send  and  receive  Letters  free  from  the  Duty  of 
Postage ;  and  to  enable  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  the 
Adj.  General,  Quarter-mastfer  General,  and  Barrack- 
master  General,  to  authorize  Persons  in  their  Offices 
to  send  Letters  free  from  the  said  Duty.  [20th 
July.] 

85.  An  Act  for  further  continuing  for  seven  Years, 
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tn  Act,  iQ»de  in  the  i««h  Year  of  His  Majcaty,  for 
encouraging  the  Manufoctufc  of  Leather,  by  lower- 
m%  the  Qttty  payikle  upo»  the  lQi|K>rt«tiQa  (tf  Oak 
Sark.  [aothJuly.] 

96*  An  Act  far  reviling,  ammdiof ,  and  comintf- 
oif  fewial  Lawa  relating  to  lh#  oaore  efieocual  £ii- 
GQuragancot  of  the  British  Fiabericf ,  until  fth  April 
1806^  and  to  the  Encouragement  of  the  Tiade  and 
Hanttfittstures  of  the  Itle  oif  Maa,  to  the.  improring 
.thfiRcYeniie  theieo(;  and  the  more  eflb^toal  Pieven- 
tton'nf  Smuggling  to  and  from  the  said  Island,  until 
5th  My  1805.  [zothJuly.] 

%y.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  39th 
and  4Dthof  His  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  set- 
lliog  Disputes  that  may  arise  between  Masters  arul 
'Workmen  er^ged  in  the  Cotton  Manu&ctory  of 
foghnd.'  [20th  July.] 

88.  An  Act  for  explaining  and  amending  sever^ 
.Airts  relating  to  Hackney  Coaches  employed  as  Stage 
Coaches.  [20th  July.] 

89.  An  Act  for  confirming  the  Provisions  of  an 
Act,  m^de  in  Ireland  in  the  3 id  of  His  Majesty,  so 
Ax  as  the  same  pr^iibits  the  Import  of  Malt  into 
Jrebnd ;  and  for  repealing  the  Power  given  to  the 
(^  Xjeutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland,  prohibitiug 
4he  Use  of  Oats  and  Oatmeal  in  the  Distillation  of 
^ritJ  in  Ireland,  [zoth  July.] 

90.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  seven  Years  after 
•dke  passing  thereof,  an  Act,  made  in  tiie  Parliarnent 
«f  Ireland  in  the  i^tta  of  His  Majesty,  intituled, 
'  An  Act  for  the  better  Eaecution  of  the  Law  and 
JBreaecvation  of  the  Peace  within  Counties  at  large.' 
fioth  July.] 

9  f .  An  Act  to  permit  the  Issue  and  Negotiation  of 
certain,  promisfioiy  Notes,  under  a  limited  Sum,  by 
registered  Bankers  in  Ireland ;  and  to  restrain  the 
^sue  and  Negotiation  of  certain  other  Notes,  [zoth 
July.] 

92.  An-Act  to  render  more  easy  the  apprehending 
and  2»iagii)g  to  Trial,  Offimders  escaping  from  one 
^art  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  other.  I  zoth 
*uly.] 

93.  An  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty  9  SUm  of 
Money,  to  be  raised  by  Lottery.    [20th  July.] 

94.  An  Act  to  explain  an  Act  of  the  present  Ses> 
sion,  ior  consolidating  and  amending  the  Provisions 
of  the  several  Acts  relating  to  Corps  of  Yeomanry 
and  Volunteers  in  Great  Britain,  so  far  as  respects 
the  accounting  for  Monies  received  by  Volunteer 
Oaicei^.    [zSthJuly.] 

95.  An  Apt  to  amend  certain  of  the  Provisions  of 
an  Act,  made  in  the  43d  of  His  Majesty,  to  enable 
H^s  Majesty  to  provide  for  the  Defence  and  Security 
o£  the  Realm,  which  respeot  the  Purchase  of  Lands 
and  Hereditaments  for  the  public  Service,  [z^h 
*ily.] 

96.  An  Act  to  alter,  amend,  and  render  more  ef- 
fectual, an  Act,  passed  in  the  present  Session,  inti- 
tuled, *  An  Act  for  establishing  and  maintainiiig  a 
petmanent  additional  Force  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm,  &c.  ;*  so  £ar  as  the  same  relates  to  the  City 
of  London.  [xSth  July.] 

97.  An  Act  tor  raising  the  Siun  of  800,000/*  Irish 
Curiency,  by  Treasury  Bills,  tor  the  Service  of  Irc- 
laind,  for  i ^04.    [z8th  July.] 


98*  An  Act  to  scpeal  the  several  Datk»  uftder  the 
Conunisiianera  for  managing  the  Duties  upon 
stamped  Vellum,  Parchment,  and  Paper,  m  Great 
Britain,  and  to  graiK  new  arid  additional  Dtaties  in 
lieu  thereof.    [28th  July.] 

99.  An  Act  for  granting  additional  Annuities 
to  the  Proprietors  of  Stock  created  by  two  Acts, 
passed  in  tiic  3 7th and  42d  of  His  Majesty.  [28th 
July.] 

too.  An  Act  for  warehousing  Goods  wkhin  the 
Limits  of  certain  Docks  made  under  an  Act,  passed 
in  the  39th  and  40th  of  His  Majesty,  tr  tituled,  *  An 
Act  tor  making  Wet  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  and  other 
Woiks,  for  the  greater  Accommodation  and  Security 
of  Shipping,  Commerce,  and  Revenue,  within  the 
Port  of  Lontion  ;*  and  to  make  Regulations  rtdatuig 
to  the  said  Docks.     [aSth  July.] 

loi.  An  Act  for  permitting,  until  the  istof  Aug. 
1807,  the  Exportation  of  Sak  from  the  Port  of  Nas- 
sau, in  the  Islarul  of  New  Providence,  the  Port  of 
Exuma,  and  the  Port  of  Crooked  Island,  in  the  Ba- 
hama Islands,  in  Ships  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  in  America,  and  coming  in 
Ballast.   [z8thJuly.] 

103.  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Administration 
of  Justice  in  those  Parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called  England  and  Ireland, 
by  the  issuing  of  Habeas  Corpus  ad  Ust^candumy  in 
certain  Cases.     [z8th  July.] 

103.  An  Act  for  making  further  Regulations  for 
the  beuer  Collection  and  Security  of  His  Majesty's 
Jlevenue  of  Customs  and  Excise  in  Ireland,  and  for 
preventing  Frauds  therein.  [38th  July.] 

104.  An  Act  to  permit,  until  25th  March  i8o<, 
the  warehousing  of  Spirits  in  Ireland  for  Exports- 
tion  ;  for  charging  a  Duty  oh  the  same  when  taken 
out  for  Home  Consumption,  and  to  regulate  die  Ex- 
porution  to  Great  Britain  of  such  Spirits  as  shall  not 
be  warehoused.    [28th  July.] 

105.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  29th  Sept.  1805, 
several  Acts  for  the  better  Collection  and  Security  of 
His  Majesty's  Revenue  in  Ireland,  and  for  preventing 
Frauds  therein.     [28th  July.] 

106.  An  Act  for  appoiivting,  until  ist  Aug.  1805, 
Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  Fees,  Gratuities, 
Perquisites,  and  Emoluments,  which  are  or  have 
been  larely  received  in  the  several  Public  Offices  in 
Iidand  therein  mentioned ;  to  examine  into  any 
Abuses  which  may  exist  in  the  same;  and  into  the 
present  Mode  of  receiving,  collecting,  issuing,  and 
accounting  for  Public  Money  in  Ireland.  [28tb 
July.] 

107.  An  Act  for  making  Compensation  to  the 
Proprietors  of  certain  Lands  and  Hereditaments, 
situate  at  Woolwich  andChailton,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  purchased  for  the  Service  of  His  Majesty's 
Ordnance.     [28th  July.] 

108.  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  certain  Insolvent 
Debtors.     [30th  July.] 

109.  An  Act  tb  regulate  the  Importation  and  Ex- 
portation of  Corn,  and  the  Bountiesand Duties pay^ 
able  thereon.    [30th  July.] 
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